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FrvhyUry  of  Biggar  and  Pcelkt, 

Rev.  William  Welsh,  Bronghton, 
„    Isaac  Barrett,  Skirling, 
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James  Renny  Caird,  Kirkurd, 


2  4  6  8  —  — 
1  -  6  8  10  11 
5    8    —    — 


SOLL  or  HEMBEBS. 


IX 


JElden, 

Mr.  Jolm  Watigh,  of  St.  John's  Kirk,  Biggar,  . 
,,   Dairid  Alston,  fanner,  by  Hyndfordwells,  West  Linton, 
„   John  Watson,  fanner,  Towiihead,  Skirling, 

Prahytery  of  Dalkeith,  , 

Ber.  James  Hamilton,  Cockpen, 

William  Wilson  Aitken,  Carlops, . 
Alexander  C.  Kay,  Loanhead, 
D.  D.  Bannerman,  Dalkeith,         • 
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Elderi, 

Mr.  Andrew  Pate,  farmer,  Easter  Middleton,  Gorebridge, 
W.  WQson,  market  gardener,  Ormiston.    . 
Charles  W.  Cowan,  Yslleyfield,  Penicuik, 
John  Fowler  Kemp,  Parsonage  Hoose,  Mosselborgh, 

PraftjfUry  of  HaddingUm  and  Dunbar, 

Ber.  James  Bfatthew,  Haddington, 
George  Hay,  Humbie,        :. 
James  Dewar,  Cockbnmspath, 
James  Barles,  Salton  and  Bolton, 
John  Thomson,  Prestonkirk, 


EldtT9. 

Mr.  Alexander  Scott,  Beanston  Mains, 
„   John  M.  M'Candlish,  W.a,  Edinbuigh, 
,,    Charles  S.  Dods,  banker,  Haddington, 
„   John  Paterson,  carpenter,  Fala, 
„   D.  Robertson,  gamekeeper,  Lennoxlore, 


Synod  of  Kerse  and  Tevlotdale. 

Prtt^ytery  of  Dunae  and  Chimnde. 

Ber.  William  Logan,  Langton,  ..... 
„  Alexander  OgUvy,  Eyemouth,  .... 
„    John  Miller,  I>unse,  ..... 

„    George  Taylor,  Longformaous,       .... 

Elden, 

Mr.  John  Wilson,  farmer,  EdingtoQ  Mains, 
„    George  Logan,  farmer,  Hume  Hall, 
„   Jasper  Aifcchison,  merchant,  Dunse, 


» 


A.  lAwrie,  laud  steward,  Langton,  Hardens, 

Prabytery  of  KeUo . 
Ber.  Robert  Paul,  Coldstream, 


„  Alexander  M*Millan,  Yethom, 
„  Alexander  Phimister,  Gordon, 
„    Andrew  Cunningham,  Eccles, 

Elder$. 

Mr.  Peter  Watson,  goods  msoager.  Railway,  Coldstream, 
„    William  Claiy,  manager  of  gas  works,  Kelso, 
„    David  Allan,  farmer,  Gordon, 
„   Thomas  Fisher,  farmer,  Orange  Lane,  Ecoles, 

Presbytery  of  Jedburgh, 

Benr.  Thomas  S.  Anderson,  Crailing,  • 
„  Jsmes  M'CIymont,  Denbolm,  • 
„    Hugh  IL  Rattray,  Ancrum,  • 

Eldere, 

Mr.  Jsmes  Grar,  Kalemouth  House,  Crailing, 
„   Robert  Selby,  farmer,  Hassendean  Bank,  Denholm, 
„  Robert  lOliot,  Wolfelee  House,      •  • 
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BOLL  OF  HBMBEBS. 


PrtAytery  of  Selkirk, 

Kev.  WilliAm  Steren,  Selkirk,   •  .  .  .  • 

„    Alexander  Giles,  Ashkirk, ,  .  •  •  • 

t,    William  Cousin,  Melrose,  .  •  .  .  • 

,,    James  Spence,  Ladbope,    •  •  •  •  • 

Eldert,     ' 

Mr.  Robert  Soott,  farmer,  Pbilipbangh,  .  .  , 

„    Robert  Grieve,  farmer,  Huntly,      .... 
.,    William  G.  Kinmont.  Assessor  of  the  County  of  Roxburgh, 
„    Robert  Stirling,  builder,  Galashiels,  .  .  « 
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Sjmod  of  DmnMM. 
Fretbyterp  of  Lockerbie, 

Rev.  William  Howie,  Eoclefechan, 
„    Robert  Kinnear,  Moffat,    .... 
Alexander  W.  Milbe,  Canonbie,    . 


Walter  Smith,  Halfmorton, 

Elders, 

Mr.  James  Johnston,  farmer,  Dokenflat,  Eoclefechan, 
„    Robert  M*Jannet,  baker,  Moffat,    . 
„    Alexander  S.  Baird,  merchant,  Glasgow,   . 
„    George  Johnstone,  farmer,  Wattaman,  Canonbie, 
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Preibytery  of  Dumfries, 

Rev.  Alexander  Brown,  Ruthwell, 
„    Robert  Wright,  Dalbeattie, 
„    David  Paton,  Dalton,         .... 
„    John  D.  M'Kinnon,  Dumfries  (Territorial), 
„    Dr.  J.  Julius  Wood,  Dumfries,     . 

Elders, 

Mr.  George  Henderson,  of  Kunholm,     .  .  . 

„    Francis  Armstrong,  architect.  Dalbeattie, 
„    Thomas  Gass,  farmer,  Braehill,  . 

,,    J.  B.  Milligan,  manufacturer,  Dumfries,   . 
„ '  Dr.  M.  Johnstone  Martin,  EcUnburgh,        • 


Pra^yterp  ofPenpotU, 


Rev.  Stevenson  Smith,  Sanquhar, 
,,    David  Black,  Fenpont, 


Elders, 


Mr.  W.  Lorimer,  farmer,  Rigg,  Kirkconnell,    . 
„    Thomas  Biiset,  Sawmill,  Closebum, 
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Sjmod  of  Galloway. 

Presibptery  of  Stranraer, 

Rev.  Peter  Ferguson,  Inch,  ..... 
„  George  Wilson,  Glenluce,  ..... 
,,  George  Sherwood,  Sheuchan,  .... 
„    John  Jamieson,  Caimryan,  .... 

Elders. 

Mr.  Thomas  M'Micking,  of  Miltonise,  .... 
„  John  Blackwood,  manager  of  railway  works,  Stranraer,  . 
„    David  Cairns,  retired  farmer,  Stranraer,    •  •  . 

„    John  Warraok,  merchant,  Leith,    ,  ^  .  • 

Pre^yterp  of  Wigtown, 

Rev.  James  Gorrie,  Sorbie,         •  •  .  •  • 

„    Robert  Gladatone,  Wigtown,        %  •  «  . 
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XI 


Mr.  Thomiu  M'llwTaith,  fanner,  Barwbaiinex, 
J.  H'Loxe,  bootmaker,  Isle  of  Whithorn,  . 


i» 


PrtthyUry  of  Kirkcudbright, 


Rev.  George  Brown,  Castle  Douglas, 
,,   John  Haining,  Glenkena,    • 
„   John  Bobertson,  Girthon,  , 


Bldert, 

Mr.  Walter  M.  Neilson,  of  Queenshill,  • 
„  James  M*Kean,  Provost  of  GatehouM, 
,,  John  McMillan,  farmer,  Brighoiise,  Balmaclellan, 


Dinsioirs. 

12    8    4     6  6 

--58    —  — 

-    -    6    -    —  — 


2    4    5    8    —    — 

--58 

13    5    8      9    11 


-  -    6    8    —    — 

-  -    5    8    —    — 


Synod  of  iSLugow  and  Ayr. 
Pretbyiery  of  Ayr, 


Ber.  James  Clark,  Dalrymple,  . 
William  Young,  Tarbolton, 
John  Ferguson,  Barr, 
Peter  Bichardson,  Dailly,   . 
Duncan  Davie,  Colmonell,  . 
Alexander  Adamson,  Old  Cumnook, 
John  Nixon,  Barrhill, 
John  Miller,  Newton-on-Ayr,         • 
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Eldert, 


Mr.  Nathan  Wilson,  farmer,  Dalrymple, 
Matthew  Allan,  farmer,  Tarbolton, 
Bobert  Dnnlop,  farmer,  Dailly, 
John  McMillan,  farmer,  Ballantrae, 
Bobert  Brown,  schoolmaster,  Cumnock, 
Thomas  Paton,  Blackburn,  Ayr, 
David  Madagan,  C.  A,  Edinburgh. 
F.  Brown  Douglas,  advocate,  Edmourgh, 


•» 


>» 


Pre^>ytery  of  Irvine, 


Rev.  William  Beid,  Hurlford,    . 
.£neas  C.  Gordon,  Catrine, 
Donald  Gray,  Saltcoats,      . 
David  Soott,  Saltcoats, 
Alexander  Steele,  Dalrv,    . 
David  Landsborough,  £[ilmamock 
William  Leitch,  Kilmarnock, 
Hector  Hall,  Beith, 
Dr.  Peter  M*Leish,  Dunlop, 


•  9 
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Elden, 

Archibald  Thomson,  merchant,  Catrine,    . 
James  Fullarton,  merchant,  Saltcoats, 
William  Chalmers,  merchant^  Dairy, 
Andrew  M'Cracken,  clothier,  Kilmarnock, 
Bobert  M'Neil,  draper,  Beith, 
Andrew  Bobertson,  joiner,  Dunlop, 
WiUiam  Aitken,  J. P.,  Saltcoats,     . 
Alexander  Brown,  merchant,  Kilmarnock, 
C.  Davidson,  town  missionary,  Kilmarnock, 


Pretbytery  of  PaiaUy, 

Ber.  William  M'Indoe,  Paisley, 

Thomas  Carmthers,  Bridge  of  Weir, 
James  B.  Sturrock,  Paisley, 
T>r.  John  Thomson,  Paisley, 
Hugh  Mair,  Johnstone,  . 

John  Scott,  Houston, 
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BOLL  OF  MEMBEBS. 


£ldert. 

Mr.  John  Orr,  colporteur,  Bridge  of  Weir, 
John  S.  AllaOj  oommiBaion  agent,  Paialey,  . 
William  Momaon,  grain  merohantj  Paialey, 
Joseph  Laird,  f eoar,  Johnatone, 
John  Yonng,  farmer,  Fulwood, 
William  Moir  MackeiMi>  merchant,  Paialey^ 
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Pra^ytery  of  Oreenoek. 

Rev.  John  Macfarlan,  Greenock, 
John  Oemmel,  Fairlie, 
William  Laugh  ton,  Oreenoek, 
Peter  Thomson,  Greenock, 
Bohert  R.  CaldweU,  Erakine, 
Dr.  John  Nelson,  Greenock, 

Eldert. 

Mr.  Dugald  Shankland,  merchant, 
Duncan  M'GiUivray,  atrent, 
Jamea  Caima,  blockmaker, 
John  Alston,  iron  merchant,  Greenock, 
Neil  Alacneil,  feuar,  Gourock, 
Robert  Craig,  farmer,  Auchentibber, 

PretbyUry  of  SamiUon, 

Rev.  Peter  G.  Millar,  Cambuanethan,   . 

Alexander  O.  Johnatone,  Oambualang, 
Hugh  M.  Mackenzie,  Chapelhall, . 
William  Findlay,  Larkhau, 
Dayid  Brunton,  Wiahaw,  . 
Alexander  S.  Houaton,  Greengaira, 
William  Maodonald,  Bellahill, 

Elderi, 

Mr.  Thomaa  Gray,  coalmaater.  Chapel,  Cambuanethan, 
Jamea  Robertaon,  merchant,  Cambualang, 
Petir  Rintoul,  of  Bothwell  Bank,  Bothwell, 
J.  WUaon,  coalmaater,  Mavin  Bank,  Airdrie, 
W.  Motherwell,  nortioner,  Bomaide,  Airdrie, 
Jamea  L.  Mitchell,  merchant,  Auchingrammont,  Hamilton, 
Edwin  Robinaon,  coalmaater,  Craigelvan,  Airdrie, 

PreAytery  of  Lanark, 

ReT.  John  White,  Carluke,  .... 
Charles  Gordon,  Douglaa,  .... 
Donald  Mackintosh,  Lanark, 


»» 


»» 
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»» 
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Elden. 


Mr.  John  Logan,  W.S.,  Edinburgh, 
„  H.  Moaman,  of  Auohtyfardle,  Leamahagow, 
„  John  Tennant,  foreater,  Douglaa,    . 

Prahytery  of  Dtm^bari/on, 

Rev.  William  Alexander,  Duntocher,  . 

Jamea  Dempster,  Renton  Gaelic,  . 

Thomas  Robertaon,  Strathblane,  . 
William  Young,  Baldemock, 

William  Sutherland,  Alexandria,  . 
Daniel  Gunn,  Dumbarton, 

John  Brechin,  Shandon,      .  , 

Elden, 

Mr.  John  Campbell  White  of  Croaalet, . 

Dr.  Hugh  Miller,  Shandon,        .... 

Mr.  John  Dewar,  Dumbarton,   •  •  .  ^ 

„  Alexander  McMillan,  joiner,  MilngftTie, 
,,  Walter  Macfarlan,  merchant,  Alexandxia,  . 
„  George  Boyd,  aupenriaor  of  Inland  Revenue,  Bowling, 
,,  John  W.  BuruBj^ilmahew,  .  • 
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V  *  V 

Theologj,  Free 


James  Munro^  Buthets^en, 
Lewis  D&Tidson,  Batherglen, 
James  Johnston,  Glasgow, . 
Alexander  Balmain  Bmoe,  Professor  of 

Churoh  College,  Glasgow, 
Dr.  Alexander  S.  Paterson,  Glasgow, 
Bichard  Waterston,  Glasgow, 
Alexander  N.  Somenrille,  Glasgow, 
Br.  Hugh  McMillan,  Glasgow,      . 
DaTid  Menzies,  Glai^sow,    . 
Alexander  WiljKm,  Glasgow, 
Dr.  John  Adam,  Glasgow,  . 
Bobert  IL  Thornton,  Glasgow, 
Archibald  JVIacdongall.Gliu^^w,    . 
George  L.  CampbdO,  Glasgow, 
John  F.  Iklacgregor,  Glasgow, 
Charles  Q.  M'Crie,  Glasaow, 
John  Steel,  Kirldntillooh,  • 
Henry  Anderson,  Fartiok,  . 
David  K.  M'Meikan,  ComberDaold, 
Hugh  M'Dongall,  Glasgow, 
Alexander  Urquhart,  Glasgow, 
Thomas  Macadam,  Cryston, 
William  Bossborou^  Glasgow,    . 
James  Cameron,  Glasgow,  . 

Cteorge  Campbell,  Glasgow,  .... 

Dr.  George  C.  M.  Douglas,  Principal  and  Professor  of 

Theology,  Free  Church  College,  Glasgow, 
John  Hamilton,  Glasgow,  . 
Andrew  M.  Brown,  ^rkmtilloch, 
Georp;e  Beith,  Glasgow 
William  M.  Mackay,  Glasgow, 


Divisions. 

12  8    4     0  6 

14    6    8    —  — 

13  6    8      9  — 
9  — 

-368 

2    - — 

2    3    6    8     9  12 

--68    —  — 


2 

3 

6 

8 

^_ 

__ 

2 

3 

6 

8 

9 

12 

2 

3 

6 

8 

10 

— 

— 

— 

6 

8 

9 

— 

- 

3 

6 

8 

9 

11 

2 

3 

6 

8 

10 

12 

2 

3 

6 

8 

— 

^_ 

2 

3 

— 

7 

9 

—, 

— 

— 

6 

7 

9 

— 

— 

— 

— 

7 

9 

— 

— 

— 

6 

7 

9 

11 

1 

3 

6 

.8 

9 

-^ 

— 

— 

6 

8 

—^ 

— _ 

2 

3 

6 

8 

— 

_^ 

2 

— 

6 

8 

10 

— 

2 

^ 

6 

8 

10 

.,^_ 

— 

3 

6 

8 

_ 

— 

— 

3 

6 

8 

10 

-^ 

2 

4 

6 

8 

9 

-^ 

- 

3 

6 

8 

— 

— 

Mr. 

99 
99 
99 
99 
99 
99 
•  9 
99 
9> 
f» 
99 
99 
99 
99 
19 
9« 
99 
99 

n 

99 
99 
99 
99 
99 
99 
99 
ff 
99 
99 


Elden. 

Thomas  Whanie,  civil  engineer,  Glasgow, 
John  Fleming,  writer,  Glasgow, 
James  Johnstone,  chemist,  Glasgow, 
Daniel  Frazer,  chemist,  Glasgow,    . 
Bobert  Peterson,  merchant,  Gla^gow, 
George  W.  Clark,  com  merchant,  Glasgow, 
Duncan  MTherson,  ironfounder,  Glasgow, 
John  H'Clure,  writer,  Glasgow, 
J^T.  W.  G.  Blackie,  publisher,  Glasgow, 
Dr.  "William  Patrick,  physician,  Glasgow, 
William  Miller,  merchant,  Glasgow, 
Thomas  Downs,  grocer,  Glasgow,    . 
NeQ  M'CoU,  Ghuigow, 
James  Tounie,  wright,  Glasgow,     . 
John  Horn,  merchant,  Glasgow, 
David  Smith,  house  factor,  Partick, 
Alexander  M'Nab,  calico  printer,  Milton  of 
WiUiam  Bisset,  teacher,  Fartick,     . 
George  Edward,  goldsmith,  Glasgow, 
Malcolm  Maogregor,  coalmaster,  Glasgow, 
Duncan  Fletcher,  t^her,  Glasgow, 
John  Lang,  merchant,  Glai^ow, 
James  H.  M'Clure,  writer,  Glawow, 
William  Bamsay,  ironmonger,  Glasgow, 
G.  M.  Meldrum,  warehouseman,  Glasgow, 
Patrick  Playf air,  merchant,  Glasgow, 
John  Forbes,  grocer,  Glasgow, 
John  Filshill,  merchant.  Glasgow,  . 
Alexander  Fraaer,  metonant,  Glasgow, 
Hu^  Slimmon,  mexohant,  Glasgow, 
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XIV 


BOLL  OF  MEMBEBS. 


Synod  of  Argyle. 

Praibytery  of  Dunoon  and  Inverary, 

Rev.  Jolin  Stewart,  Ardrishaig, 

„  William  Fraser,  Loohgilphead, 

,,  Alexander  Fergason,  North  Knapdale, 

„  Angus  Stewart,  Kilmartin, 

„  John  Clarke,  Minard, 

,,  William  Boss,  Bothesay,    . 

„  Dr.  Bobert  Elder,  Bothesay, 

Elders. 

Mr.  Donald  M'Arthnr,  oarpenter,  Ardrishug,  . 
„  Chas.  M'Kechnie,  merchant,  Lochgilphead, 
„  Peter  Sinclair,  merchant,  Kilmartin, 
„  John  M'Vicar,  farmer,  Knockalon,  Minard, 
„  W.  Stewart,  farmer,  Kerrycroy,  Rothesay, 
„  Donald  M*Arthar,  merchant,  Bothesay,  . 
,,  Donald  M'Leod,  classical  maister,  Bothesay  Academy, 

Presbytery  of  Kintyre, 

Bev.  Alexander  M*Bae,  Kilcalmonel,    . 
„    Murdoch  M*Queen,  Tarbert, 
,,    Alexander  Cameron,  Brodick, 

Elders, 

Mr.  Charles  Martin,  contractor,  Campbelton,  . 
„  John  M^Cormack,  feuar,  Tarbert,    . 
„  John  Murray,  writer,  Campbelton, .  .  . 

Presbytery  oflslay. 

Ber.  James  Pearson,  KiUarrow,  &c.,     . 
„    John  6.  McNeil,  Portnahaven, 

Elders. 

Mr.  Alexander  M'Coneohy,  farmer,  Daill,  Islay, 
„  Alexander  Beith,  accountant^  Glasgow,     . 

Prekbytery  of  Lorn. 

Bev.  Donald  M'QilHvray,  Eilninver,  &c., 
„    Daniel  Macalister,  Glenorchy, 

Elders. 

Mr.  Gilbert  Beith,  Ballochneck,  Stirlingshire,  . 
„  James  White,  optician,  Glasgow,    . 
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Presbytery  of  MuU. 

Bev.  Alexander  M*Leod,  Strontian,      .  .  . 

„    Charles  Boss,  Tobermory,  .  .  ,  .  . 

Elders. 

Mr.  David  J.  Brakenridge,  M.D.,  physician,  Edinburgh, 
Bev.  John  Murray  Mitchell,  LL.D.,  Secretary  to  the  Foreign 
Mission  Committee,  Edinburgh, 
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Synod  of  Perth  and  Stirling. 

Presbytery  of  Stirling, 

Bev.  James  Dnunmond,  Clackmannan, 
„   James  Cowie,  Denny, 
„    William  F.  Goldie,  Stirling, 
„    George  H.  Knight,  Dollar. 
„    Dr.  Alexander  Seith,  Stirling, 
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XV 


Elders. 

Mr.  Thomas  Bnrdie,  banker,  Alloa, 
„   Alexander  Bnchanan,  farmer,  Bisk,  Denny, 
„  WUliam  Qilleflpie,  bootmaker,  Stirlmg, 
„  William  Oihb,  merchant.  Dollar,    . 
„  Bobert  Dawson,  mannfactnrer,  Alva, 
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Prtx^byUry  of  Dunblane. 

Rev.  James  Brown,  Tillioonltry,  • 

„    John  Ferguson,  Bridge  of  Allan,    . 
„   Eric  J.  Fmdlater,  Balqnhidder, 
Patrick  T.  Moirhead,  Ei] 


t9 


ippen, 


Elders, 


Mr.  J.  Archibald,  mannfactnrer,  Tillicoultrv,  . 
„  Joseph  Mackay,  Hydropathic  Establishment,  Bridge  of 

Allan, 

„  A.  Hill,  solicitor,  Stirling,    ..... 
„  Donald  M*Laren,  merchimt,  Callander, 
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Presbytery  of  Dunkeld. 


Rer.  Alexander  S.  Robertson,  Bnrrelton, 
Doagal  MTherson,  Dnnkeld, 
George  C.  Baxter,  Cargill, 


»» 


Elders. 

Hr.  Geoige  F.  Barbour  of  Bonskeid, 
Peter  Shepherd,  fenar,  Bnrrelton,  • 
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John  Gillespie,  farmer,  Cargill, 
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2-58 
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Pre^fytery  of  Breadalbane, 


Bev.  Allan  Sinclair,  Kenmore,    . 

Duncan  M.  Connell,  Fortingall,     . 
Donald  B.  C.  Maclagan,  Logierait, 
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Elders, 

Mr.  James  Macdonald,  farmer,  Comrie  Fann, 
„   James  Anderson,  farmer,  Duneaves, 


i> 


Xieol  M'Fhail,  Inland  Revenue  Office,  Edinburgh, 

Presbytery  of  Perth, 

Rer.  James  F.  Thomson,  Stanley, 
James  Gibson,  Perth, 
Archibald  K.  M*Murchy,  Scone, 
Bb  F.  Qreig,  Kinf  auns, 
John  Tnlloch,  Perth, 
John  Watson,  Logiealmond, 
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Mders, 

Mr.  Arch.  Macdonald,  Lord  P^vost  of  Perth, 
Alexander  Beveridge,  builder,  Perth, 
Peter  MHTurrach^  builder,  Perth,   . 
James  Ritchie,  ciril  engineer,  Perth, 
William  Johnstone,  feuar,  Stanley, 
„    David  Forsyth,  farmer,  Iiogiealmondy 
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Pretfy^ery  of  A  uehterarder. 


Rev.  Duncan  M'Laren,  Dnnniner, 
James  Macdonald,  Abemtnven, 
Archibald  Henderson,  Creiff, 
John  B.  Omond,  Monzie,  . 
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BOLL  OF  KEMBEB8. 


Slden. 

Mr.  William  Thomson  of  Balgowan, 
„    Jamea  Dmmmond  of  Oampfield,     . 
„    Robert  Eadie,  baker,  Aachterarder, 

Dr.  Alexander  Thom,  Creiff, 


Divisioirfl. 

12    8    4     6  6 

2    -    5    8    10  — 

2    3    6    7    —  — 

2    3    6    8     9  — 


Synod  of  Fif e; 

FrtAyUry  of  Dunfermline. 


Ber.  Alexander  Lundie,  Torrybum, 
„  John  M.  Shiach,  Dunfermline, 
■f 


_  —    y 

John  Jenkins,  Culrosa, 


Eldert, 

Mr.  George  Meldrum,  C.A.,  £dinbai:g;h, 
,,    Wm.  Dick,  manufaoturer,  Dunfermline,   . 
„    John  DawBon,  farmer,  OnlroM, 


-  -  6  8  10  — 
2-68  0  12 
2-68     9    12 
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2    3    6    8      9    ~ 
2    -    6    8    —    — 


PrtabyUry  of  Kinrou. 


Rev.  Andrew  Anderson,  Cowdenbeath, 
,,    James  Clark,  Lassodie, 

Elders. 

Mr.  James  Blackwood,  farmer,  Keltjrhill, 
„    William  Fraser,  Ledlanes,   . 
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Pretibytery  of  Kirkcaldy, 

Rer.  Peter  Macainsh,  Lochgellj, 
„     Donald  M.  Macalister,  Kennoway, 
„    William  Gibson,  Abbotshall,  Kirkcaldy, 
,,    William  Afilne,  Inyerteil,  Slirkcaldy,       • 
,,    John  Bachan,  Pathhead,  Kirkcaldy, 
„    Jamea  Stalker,  Kirkcaldy, 

Fldere, 

Mr.  Patrick  Don  Swan,  merchant,  Provost  of  Kirkcaldy, 
„    W.  Mitchell,  manufacturer,  Markinch, 
„    B.  Imrie,  farmer,  Bankhead,  'Kindygates, 
„    John  Watt,  shipbuilder,  Dysart,    • 
„    Thomas  Dick,  merchant,  LochgeUv, 
„    Thomas  Kay,  manufacturer,  Pathhead,     . 
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Presbytery  of  Oupar. 

Rev.  William  Affleck,  Auchtermuchty, 
„    Aleumder  Mackenzie,  Falkland, 


„    Hugh  Ross,  Collessie, 
,,    John  Murray,  Dairsie, 


JBldera. 

Mr.  William  Innes  of  S^^ybank,  Cupar  Fife,  . 
,,   F.  L.  Maitland  Heriot  of  Ramomie,  Sheriff  of  Forfanhire, 
,.    Alexander  Reid,  farmer,  Cruivie,  .... 
„   Thomas  Crichton,  maltster,  Lady  bank,     . 

Prahytery  of  St»  Anireng, 

Rev.  W.  P.  Falooner,  Ferry-Port-on-Craig, 
„    William  Bruce,  Largo,       ..... 
„    Alexander  d^hom,  Leuchais,     .... 
„    Neil  MXeod,  Forgan,        ..... 
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Elden. 

Mr.  Matthew  Blmekie,  manixfaetarer,  Tayport, 
,9   William  Wood,  merchant,  Largo,  . 
„   Arthur  Terrai,  merohant,  Balmiillo, 
fi    Charles  Millar,  Magawlr,  Newport, 


D1VI8IOK8. 
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Bynod  of  AxkgvB  and  Meams. 
Prabjfttry  of  MeigU. 


Ber.  James  Robertson,  Orar,  Glenshee, 
„    John  Fleming,  Newt^le,    . 
„    Maloolm  Whyte,  Blairgowrie, 

Elder$, 

Mr.  Alexander  Eeay,  Dalhenzean,  Glenshee,    . 
,j   Thomas  Mudie,  merchant,  Newtyle, 
M   J.  Bisset,  farmer,  Thomgreen,  Blairgowrie, 


PraittyUry  of  Forfar. 


Ber.  Robert  Ross,  Forfar, 

John  Thomson,  Kirriemnir, 
William  LiTingstone,  Kirriemuir, 


n 


Elden. 

Mr.  DsTid  Robb,  merchant,  Forfai^ 
„   J.  Mann^oontractorj  Pathhead,  Kirriemnir, 


o,  juano,  oontxacior.  ^ainoeaa,  1 
Patrick  H.  Thoms  of  Aberlemno, 


Prahytery  of  Dundee. 


Ber.  John  Hunter,  Longforgan, 

Ocoige  Laing,  GhajDeUhade,  Dundee, 
John  M'Pherson,  Dundee, 
Keil  Taylor,  Dundee, 
John  Duke,  Dundee, 
Robert  Milligan,  Dundee, 
Robert  Lorimer.  Mains,  &o., 
David  Somenille,  Dundee, 


•  » 
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„    Dr.  William  Wilson,  Dundee, 


Mr. 

>» 
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Elders 

A.  Yalentine,  commission  agent,  Dundee, 
James  S.  R<^er8,  manufacturer,  Rosemill, 
David  Hunter,  mill-furnisher,  Dundee,     .  • 

Alexander  Donaldson,  bootmaker,  Dundee, 
Alexander  Ritchie,  farmer,  Ballindean, 
Dayid  Petrie,  }uo.,  residenter,  Dundee,     . 
David  Thomson,  printer,  Dundee, 
William  Bain,  builder,  Dundee, 
D.  M.  Watson,  paper-maker,  Bullionfield, 

PrtiSbfyUry  of  Brechin. 

Ber.  Christopher  Smith,  Edsell, 
„    William  M.  Falconer,  Marytown, 
„    William  Nixon,  Montrose, 
„    George  S.  Sutherland,  Montrose,  . 

JSlderM, 

Mr.  Huglk  Alexander,  gamekeeper,  Kinnaird,  • 
M   James  Wairaek,  shipowner,  Montrose, 
„  John  Raid,  dmin^t,  Montrose, 
„    Daiid  Bnins,  publisher,  Breddn, 
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BOLL  OF  MEMBEAS. 


Prethpterjf  of  Arbroath. 


Key.  Benjamin  Bell,  Friockheim, 
James  P.  Lilley,  Arbroath, 
Dr.  David  CrichtoD,  Arbroath, 
Alexander  Comzie,  Oamotutie, 
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Elders. 

Mr.  Alexander  Hatton,  banker,  Arbroath, 
Bichard  Scott,  baker,  Arbroath, 
William  Salmond,  merchant,  Arbroath, 
Qeoiige  W.  Laird  of  Denfield, 


11 
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1  3    5  -  10  12 
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2  3    6  8  —  — 


Presbytery  of  Fordoun, 


BeT.  Alexander  Watt,  Kinneff, 

William  Dougall,  Stonehaven^ 
Bobert  M.  Boyd,  Glenbervie, 
Hector  Adam,  Marykirk,  . 


Elders. 

Mr.  Alexander  Don,  banker,  Fettercaim, 
,,    John  Macdonald,  Tipperty,  Fordoun, 
Captain  Boderick  Mackenzie,  Secretary  to  the  Evangeliatic 
AjBociation,  Edinburgh,  .... 

Mr.  William  Brown,  Fitnamoon,  Fettercaim,   . 
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Bsmod  of  Aberdeen. 

Presbytery  of  Aberdeen. 

Jamea  Johnstone,  Belhelvie, 
William  H.  Qaalter,  Aberdeen, 
John  Laidlaw,  Aberdeen,    . 
James  Selkirk,  Aberdeen,  . 
John  M.  Sloan,  Aberdeen, 
Qeorge  Macdonald,  Aberdeen, 
Henry  W.  Bell,  Aberdeen, 
James  Goodall,  Aberdeen, 
George  D.  Low,  Aberdeen, 
James  Masson,  Aberdeen,  . 
Alexander  Clark,  Kingswells, 

James  Iverach,  FerryhUl,  .  .  .  .  . 

Dr.  William  Binnie,  Professor  of  Divinity,  Free  Church 

College,  Aberdeen,       ..... 

Elders.' 

Mr.  David  Bisset,  farmer,  Maryculter, 
„    William  Garvie,  builder,  Aberdeen, 
Dr.  James  Grordon,  Old  Aberdeen, 
Mr.  Bobert  Abemethy,  C.E.,  Ab^deen, 

John  Webster,  manager,  Aberdeen, 

James  Stephen.  B.N.,  Aberdeen,    . 

David  Eaaton,  Danker,  Aberdeen,    . 

Alex.  Badenoch,  outfitter,  Aberdeen, 

James  Morrison,  baker,  Aberdeen, 

William  Mowat,  retired  accoxmtant, 

Joseph  Wood,  manager, 

James  Batchan,  banker. 

Colonel  Gravenor  Kirby,     . 
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Presbytery  of  Kincardine  C^NeiL 

Bev.  James  Smith,  Tarland,       .... 
A.  H.  Moir,  Aboyne,  .... 

Thomas  Siddie,  Braemar,   .... 
William  B.  Alexander,  Crathie,    . 
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BOLL  OF  UEMBERS. 


six 


Eldera. 

Mr.  Hany  Miehie,  Marywell,  Birse, 
„    Willxam  Dickson,  Edinburgh, 

Dr.  'Vniaon,  H.H.  Senior  Inspector  of  SohooU,  Edinburgh, 
Mr.  Dairid  Mitchell,  advocate,  Aberdeen, 

Pretbytery  of  Alford, 

£eT.  Dr.  WiUiam  P.  Smith,  Keig  and  Tough, 
William  Q.  Brander,  Alford^ 


Divisioirs. 
12    3    4     6 


>• 


Elders, 

Mr.  Jamea  S.  Gordon  of  Craig,  . 
„    David  K.  L.  Grant  of  Eingiford,    • 


Presbytery  of  Oarioch, 


Mr.  George  Bain,  Chapel  of  Garioch,     . 
„    Alexander  B.  Barkway,  Culsalmond, 
„   John  Galloway,  Kintore,     • 

Elden. 

The  Bight  Honourable  the  Earl  of  Kintore, 
Mr.  David  Dickion,  Edinburgh, 
John  Harvey,  Stirling, 


»t 


Presbytery  ofEUon. 


Bev.  William  Ferguson,  Ellon, 
John  S.  Clark,  Foveran, 
John  Mennie,  Methlio, 


If 


Elders. 


Mr.  William  Henderson,  Devanha  House,  Aberdeen,  . 
„    John  Gordon  of  Parkhill,    .... 
Bev.  George  Brown,  of  Longhaven,  Cruden,     . 


Presbytery  of  Deer, 

Bev.  Jamea  Ynill,  Peterhead,     . 
„    Archibald  Gardner,  New  Deer, 
„    Alexander  Bisset,  Peterhead, 
„    John  Tainsh,  Strichen, 
„    William  M'Bobbie,  Aberdour, 

Elders. 

Mr.  Jamea  Oouper,  fishery  officer,  Fraserburgh, 
„   William  Ferguson  of  Eonmundy,    . 
„   John  Muir^  merchant,  Glasgow, 
„   Charles  A.  Barclay,  Aberdour  House, 
„  Jamea  Miller,  Bothesay, 


Presbytery  of  Turriff. 


Bev.  William  Grant,  Foiglen,  . 
„  James  Sutherland,  Turnff, 
„    Alexander  Forbes,  Drumblade, 

Elders, 

Mr.  Bobert  Smith,  fanner,  Turriff, 
„   James  B.  M'Combie,  advocate,  Aberdeen, 
Major  John  Bosa  of  TiUioortby, 


Presbytery  of  Fotdyce. 


Bev.  John  Mackay.  Cullen, 
„    William  T.  Ker,  Deskford, 
„    James  W.  Geddie,  BanfP,  . 
„    Dr.  Bobert  Traill,  Boyndie, 
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BOLL  OF  MEHBEBS. 


EUkrt, 

Mr.  James  Wood,  Provost  of  Banff, 
„   James  Bast,  Union  Bank  Agent,  Banff, 
„   James  Stevenson,  merchant,  Glasgow, 

Dr.  John  Pringle,  Edinburgh,    . 


DnnsioNS. 
12    8    4     6      6 


Synod  of  Koray. 
PrtAytery  of  Strathbogie, 


Bev.  William  Moffat,  Caimie, 
,,    William  Burnet,  Huntly, 
„    William  Gillespie,  Keith,  . 

Blders, 

Mr.  George  Mollis,  merchant,  Huntly,  . 
„   James  Ewing,  farmer,  Clerkseat,  Grange,  . 
,,    Oharles  G.  Black,  farmer,  Knoch,  Grange, 


PrtAyUry  of  Ahtmtthy. 


Bev.  Dugald  Shaw,  Laggan, 
„    Keu  Dewar,  Kingussie,      .... 

Elden. 

Mr.  Neil  0.  Campbell,  advocate.  Sheriff  of  Avr, 
„   Donald  Miller,  7  Johnston  Terrace,  Edinburgh     . 

Preabyiery  ofAberlour. 

Bev.  Donald  Bobertson,  Inveravon,       •  •  • 

„    William  B.  KiooU,  Mortlaoh, 

JBldert, 

Mr.  Adam  Sharp  of  Clyth,  banker  in  Bothes,  . , 
„   James  W.  Koriis  Madcay,  M.D.,  Elgin,     .  • 

Presbytery  of  Elgin, 

Bev.  James  Morrison,  Urquhart, 
„    William  A.  Grav,  Elgin,    .... 
„    George  Cassie,  Hopeman,  .... 

Eldert, 

Mr.  William  Petrie,  farmer,  Urquhart, 
„    William  Bobertson,  druggist,  Elgin, 
„   John  S.  Ferrier,  bookseller,  Elgin, 

Pretbytery  of  Forres. 

Bev.  James  F.  M*Ara,  Kinloss,  •  .  .  • 

„    John  Baird,  Bafford,         .  .  •  • 

Elders, 

Mr.  Duncan  Grant,  printer  and  publisher,  Edinburgh, 
„   David  Beat,  contractor.  Dyke, 

Presbytery  of  Inverness, 

Bev.  Dr.  John  J.  Black,  Inverness, 
„    Allan  MTherson,  Dores,    . 
,,    Adam  Campbell,  Petty, 
,,    Duncan  Colvin,  Inverness, 

Elders. 

Captain  John  Fraser  of  Farraline 
Mr.  George  Black,  banker,  Inverness    . 
„    Kenneth  M'lver,  cabinetmaker,  Inverness, 
Bev.  Dr.  J.  B.  Maekenae  of  Silverwells,  Inverness, 

Presbytery  of  If  aim 

Bev.  Alexander  Macdonald.  Ardlach,    . 
„    Alexander  Cameron,  Arderseir,     • 

Elders. 
Mr.  Donald  Beith.  W.a,  Edinburgh,    . 
„   Joseph  T.  Melvin,  bookseller,  Nairn, 
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BOLL  07  ITBMBEBS. 


ZZl 


Synod  of  Rom. 

Pra^tytery  of  Charumry. 

Rev,  FarqnliAr  M'Bae,  Knockbam, 
„    John  M'Kerchar,  Avoch,    .... 
„    John  R.  Elder,  Cromarty, 

Mlders, 

Hr.  John  Maelaren,  pnblisher,  Edinburgh, 
„    John  Taylor,  sheriff  clerk,  Cromarty, 
„    Alex.  A.  Middleton,  Boseform,  Cromarty, 

Praibytery  of  Dingwall, 

Ser.  Andrew  D.  Mackenzie,  Eilmorack, 

„    Williams.  Hacdoni?al,Fodderty,  &0.,     . 
„    Dagald  Matheson,'  Kilteam, 

Eldert, 

"Mr.  Benjamin  Bell,  rargeon,  Edinburgh, 
John  Mitchell,  Provovt  of  Dingwall, 
John  Mackenzie,  farmer,  Kildnn,  Dingwall, 

Prudery  of  Tain, 


f9 


KeT.  John  Irlacdonald,  Feam, 
„    Donald  Murray,  Tarbat,     ..... 
„    John  BXFraser,  Bosskeen,  .... 

Elden, 

Mr.  William  Mackenzie,  Ardrose,  Bosskeen,     . 
„    Thomas  J.  Boyd,  publisher,  Edinburgh,    . 
Colonel  Davidson,  Woodcrof  t,  Edinburgh, 

Synod  of  Sutherland  and  OaltlmeBi. 
Pretbytery  of  Dornoch, 

Ber.  Charles  Mackenzie,  Golspie,  .... 

„    Alexander  Mackay,  Bogart,  .... 

„    Norman  N.  Mackay,  Assynt,         •  .  .  • 

Elders, 

Mr.  J.  Gardiner,  S.S.C.,  Grangehouse,  Trinity, 
„  James  Spence,  Coventry  Bank,  Dundee,  . 
„   A.  Stuart  Black,  banker,  Bonar  Bridge,    • 

Prabytery  of  Tongue, 

Ber.  James  Camming,  Melness,  .... 

„    John  S.  Mackay,  Altnaharra,         .... 
„    James  Boss,  Durness,         ..... 

Eldert, 

Mr.  John  Macdonald,  Treasurer  of  the  Free  Church,  Edinburgh, 
„   William  Mackay,  Melness,  . 


"It 


Ber.  J.  Boberts,  5  St.  Andrew  Square,  Edinburgh,     . 

Presbytery  of  Caithnese, 

Bev.  George  Sterenson,  Pultneytown, 
„    Hector  Fraser,  HaUdrk,     . 
„    DaTid  Ferguson,  Westerdale, 
„    Boderick  McGregor,  Canisbay, 
„    Alexander  Lee,  Lybster,     . 
„    Donald  Mowat,  Duunet,     . 

Eldere, 

Mr.  W.  Sinclair,  manufacturer,  Pultneytown,  . 
„   James  Lontitt,  shipowner,  Wick,    . 
,,   Bobson  Mackay,  merchant,  Lybster, 
„   Donald  Mackay,  farmer,  Thurso,     . 
„   Alexander  Cormaok,  merchant,  Aberdeen, 
„  WiUiam  iTerach,  gardener,  Thurso,  . 
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nOLL  OF  HEHBEAS. 


Synod  of  COenelff. 
Pre^ytery  of  Lochearron, 


Ber.  John  BaiUie,  Qairloch,       .... 
„    John  Macphenon,  Lochalsh, 
„    Angus  Mackay,  Glenahiel, .... 
I,    Donald  Macdonald,  Shieldaig, 

Elders. 

Capiain  William  E.  Wehiter,  Stirling,  . 
Mr.  Simon  W.  C.  Gaold,  hanker,  Lochalah, 

„    William  M'Bean,  O. A.,  Edinhnrgh, 

„    John  S.  Mniohet^  M.D.,  Stirling,  . 

Presbytery  ofAbertarf. 

Bev.  Gharlei  Stewart,  Fort-William,     . 
„    Alexander  &t*Coll,  Fort-Anguatoa,    '        . 

Elders, 

Mr.  Alexander  Simpson,  ProTost  of  Invemeai,  • 

„    Daniel  M'Leish,  hanker,  Fort-Williun, 

Presbytery  of  Skye  and  Uist. 

Be7.  Donald  McLean,  Carinish,  .... 
,,  John  M'Kae,  Doirinish,  .... 
„  Angus  Galbraith,  Raasay,  .... 
„    John  Fletcher,  Bracadale,  .... 

Elders. 

Mr.  William  Wood,  C.A.,  Edinburgh,  . 

,,  John  Cowan  of  Beeslack,  .... 
Rev.  John  Laing,  librarian.  New  College,  Edinburgh, . 
Mr.  William  Geddes,  Holxnhead  House,  Cathcart, 

Presbytery  of  Lewis. 


Bev.  John  Campbell,  Uig, 
„    Allan  M*Arthur,  Banraa,    . 
„    Boderick  M'Bae,  Carloway, 

Elders. 

Mr.  Dngald  Campbell,  accountant,  Greenock,  . 
„    David  Macdonald,  merchant,  Aberdeen, 

»t 


A.  Morrison,  rope  manufacturer,  Stomoway, 


Presbytery  of  Orkney. 

{Having  Synodicai  Powers.)', 

Bev.  J.  B.  Anderson,  Harray,  &c., 
„    Bobert  Wilson,  l^orth  Bonaldshay, 
„    John  Peddie,  Papa-Westray 
,,    James  Bitohie,  Stromness, 
,.    John  Stewart,  St.  Andrews, 

Elders. 

Mr.  Charles  Cowan  of  Lo|g;anhouse,  Edinburgh, 
Dr.  Bobert  Omond,  physician,  Edinburgh, 
Dr.  John  Moir,  physician,  Edmbnrgh,  . 
Mr.  Bobert  Brotchie  of  Swanney,  Orkn^, 
„   James  Gray  of  Halkland,  Bendall,  Orkney, 

Presbytery  of  Sbetland. 

{Saving  Synodicai  Powers.) 

Bev.  Colin  8.  Murray,  Yell,        .... 
„    John  C.  Bobertson,  Lerwick, 
„    George  Clark,  Conningsburgh,      .  • 

,,    Aleztfider  Martin,  Danrossneis,   . 


DivisioirB. 
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BOLL  OF  MEMBEBS. 


ZZIU 


Eldtr$. 

Mr.  6.  Martin  of  Anchendeiman,  Dambarton, . 
„   Thomas  Clark,  publisher,  Edinburgh, 
„    John  Thomson,  merchant,  Edinburgh,       .  .  . 

„   James  Watt,  Free  Church  Offices,  Edinburgh, 

Presbyteries  In  India. 
Prethytery  of  CalcuUa. 
Rev.  Prosunno  Kumar  Chaturji,  Chinsurah,    . 

Elder. 
Mr.  George  Smith,  LL.D.,  Editor  of  the  Daily  Review,  Edin., 

Pre^ytcry  of  Bombay, 
Rev,  James  Dawson,  Chindwarra,  Central  Provinces, . 

£ld€r. 
Mr.  Archibald  Graham,  M.D.,  Momingside,  Edinburgh, 

Prttbyt€ry  of  Madrcu. 
Bev.  George  Milne  Bae,  Madras,  .... 

JSlder. 
Colonel  Archibald  G.  Toung,     ..... 

Presbytery  of  Italy. 

Bev.  Alexander  Bum  Murdoch,  Nice,    .... 
„    George  Brown,  Pan,  ..... 

„    Amulric  F.  Buscarlet,  Lusanne,    .... 

Elden. 

BeT.  Peter  Hope,  B.D.,  Edinburgh,      .  .  .  . 

Mr.  James  Balfour,  W.S.,  Edinburgh,  .... 

„    Walter  Maclellan,  of  BlaixTad(Ock,  .  .  • 

Presbytery  of  Cafflrarla. 
Ber.  William  J.  B.  Moir,  Lovedale,      •  •  .  . 

Elder. 
Mr.  William  Kidston,  of  Femiegair,      .... 


DlVISIOKS. 
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MEMBERS  OF  THE  SYNOD  OF  THE  REFORMED 

PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH. 

Presbytery  of  Glcugow, 

Ber.  Wm.  Symington,  D.D.,  Great  Hamilton  St.,  Glasgow, 
DaTid  I>.  Ormond,  Stirling, 
John  M*Dermid,  Southern  Congregation,  Cumberland 

Street,  Glasgow,  .... 

DaTid  Taylor,  Dover  Street,  Glasgow, 
John  Torrance,  St.  6eorge*s  Boad,  Glasgow, 
John  Edgar,  Barrowfield,  Glasgow,  . 

John  Kay,  Coatbridge,       .... 
Thomas  W.  Patrick,  Butherglen,  .  .  . 

Elders. 

Mr.  Thomas  Binnie,  Great  Hamilton  Street,  Glasgow, 
„  Daniel  Ferguson,  Stirling,  .... 
„  John  If.  Bobertson,  Southern  Congregation,  Cumberland 

Street,  Glasgow,  .  .  • 

„   John  Taylor,  Dover  Street,  Glasgow,         . 
„   James  Daly,  St.  George's  Boad,  Glasgow 
„   James  CaldweU,  Barrowfield,  Glasgow, 
„   Ebenezer  Allison,  Coatbridge,         •  • 

,,   William  Soott,  Butherglen,  .  • 

n  Andrew  Symington  (Glasgow),  Airdrie,     « 
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ZX17  BOLL  OF  MEMBERS. 

DiVISIONB. 

Prabyterjf  of  Kilmamoek.  13    8    4  5  6 

Bev.  Alexander  Dayidson,  Kilbirnie,  .  .  .  -    _    .    _    

„    M.  O.  Easton,  D.D.,  Darrel,          .  .  .  .  ----  —  — 

„    William  Clow,  Kilmarnock,           .  .  .  .  -    _    _    _  —  _ 

„    Thomas  H.  Lan^,  Ayr, --_-_-. 

„    Matthew  Hutchison,  New  Cumnock,  .  .  .  _   _    -    «  —  — 

„    John  Jackson,  Girvan,       .  .  -    -    .    _    

Elden, 

Mr.  James  Knox,  Kilbiinie,       .           .  .  .  .  -    -    -    _    

„    John  Mair,  Darvel,               .           .  .  .  .  _    -    _    _    

„    Alexander  Douglas,  Kilmamook,  .  .  .  -    -    _    -    

„   Thomas  Rowatt  (Edinburgh),  Ayr,  .  .  .  _    -    -    »    _ 

„   John  Towert  (Edinburgh),  New  Cumnock,  .  .  _    _    -    »    _ 

„   William  Strang  (Glasgow),  Gumm,  .  .  .  ----  —  — 

United  Pretbyieriea  of  Newton-Staeart  and  Dumfriet. 

Rev.  Walter  R.  Paton,  Whithorn,         .  .  ----  —  _ 

„    James  Goold,  Newton-Stewart,     .  .  .  .  -    -    -.    »  —  _ 

„    Thomas  Easton,  Stranraer,             .  .  .  .  _    -    _    «    

„    Matthew  Brown,  Hightae, .           .  .  .  .  -    _    -    _  —    

„    William  Milroy,  Penpont,  .           .  .  .  .  -    _    _    »  —    

,,    James  Morrison,  Eskdalemuir,       .  .  .  .  -    -    .    .    

„    Robert  MTCenna,  Dumfries,          .  .  .  .  -    _    _    -    

„    George  La wrie,  Castle-Douglas,     .  .  .  .  -    _    _    _  —    

„    James  Bowie,  Dunsoore^     .           .  .  .  .  _    _    _    _    

Efden. 

Mr.  John  M'Keand,  Newton>Stew«rt,  .  .  .  .  -    .    .    _  —    

„    Robert  M*Meekin,  Stranraer,          .  .  .  .  -    .    _    _  —    

„    Gavin  Barbour,  Hightae,      .           .  .  .  .  _    .    .    _  —    

,,    William  Perguson,Pennont,           .  .  .  .  -    -    _    -  —  — 
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Tmi  General  Assembly  of  the  Free  Charch  of  ScoiUnd  met  to*day  in  the  HalL 
There  wae  a  large  attendance  of  the  membere  and  of  the  pabllc.  The  Moderator, 
Dr.  Moody  Stnart^  on  entering  the  Hall,  with  the  Clerks,  3ir  Henry  Moncreifif  and 
Dr.  WUeon,  was  received  with  the  naoal  demonstration  of  respect,  the  Assembly 
rising  to  its  feet,  and  continning  standing  till  he  had  taken  his  seat.  The  proceed* 
ings  were  commenced  with  praise,  prayer,  and  reading  of  the  Scrlptares. 

Dr.  MOODY  STFART  then  delivered  the  opening  sermon.  He  chose  for  his 
text  John  zvlL  21-23 — '*  That  they  all  may  be  one,  as  Then,  Father,  art  in  Me,  and 
I  in  Thee ;  that  they  also  may  be  one  in  as,  that  the  world  may  believe  that  Thou 
hast  sent  Me.  I  in  Thee  and  Then  in  Me,  that  they  may  be  made  perfect  in  one." 
The  annual  meeting  of  the  General  Assembly  never  f^ils,  he  said,  to  recall,  with  all 
their  halhiwed  associations,  the  words  of  the  Psalm,  "  Jerusalem  is  bailded  as  a  city 
that  is  compact  together,"  and  this  compactness  of  Jerusalem  below,  this  oneness  oi 
heart  and  mind  on  earth,  links  ng  at  the  same  time  to  heaven  above ;  for,  while  the 
uniting  spirit  comes  from  above,,  it  is  when  brethren  dwell  together  in  unity  that 
the  anointing  oU  flows  down  from  the  High  Priest  to  the  skirts  of  the  garments. 
But  thia  oneness  on  earth,  and  this  oneness  of  earth  and  heaven,  is  only  in  Jesus 
Christ.  He  examined  the  great  truth  of  the  text  that  Jesus  Christ  is  the  golden 
link  that  binds  into  one  the  universe  of  holy  beings.  He  maintained  that  all  evil  ift 
one,  yet  all  in  whom  it  dwells  are  divided ;  and  then  the  converse  that  all  good  is 
one,  and  all  in  whom  it  dwells  are  gathered  into  one  in  Jesus  Christ  The  oneness 
of  evil  is,  he  showed,  among  the  most  marked  of  its  characteristics;  but  all  sin  is 
division,  sin  being  in  its  nature  severance,  and  the  union  of  sinners  neither 
true  nor  lasting.  He  then  addressed  himself  to  the  seeming  barrier  of  distance  be- 
tween God  and  man.  The  truth  is  that,  as  regards  union  and  fellowship,  the  distance 
from  God  in  heaven  to  man  on  earth  is  neither  of  the  same  kind,  nor  at  all  so  great, 
as  the  distance  between  man  and  the  lower  creatures  on  the  earth  beside  him.  The 
wide  difference  between  man  and  beast,  and  the  comparative  nearness  and  likeness 
of  man  to  God,  are  both  expressed  in  the  early  divine  decree — "Every  moving  thing 
that  liveth  shall  be  meat  for  you,  even  as  the  green  herb ;  but  whoso  sheddeth  man's 
blood  by  man  shall  his  blood  be  shed,  for  in  the  image  of  God  made  He  man." 
Fsacinated  by  the  resemblance  between  man  and  the  lower  animals,  some  acute  men 
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of  Bcience,  ignoriog  man'd  creation  in  the  diyine  image,  and  hia  peeoliar  and  com* 
pletelj  distinctire  capacity  of  knowing  God,  and  aeeking  a  oneneaa  for  man  beneath 
him,  and  not  abore  him,  have  pored  oTer  this  earthly  likeneea  till  what  la  heavenlieat 
in  their  own  facalties  aeema  to  have  been  benombed,  and  they  have  pictured  to  them- 
aelyes  a  man  near  of  kin  to  the  other  beasts,  only  a  little  higher,  and  almost,  if  not 
quite,  self-promoted  from  among  them.  As  in  its  childhood  the  world,  by  wisdom, 
knew  not  God,  but  changed  His  glory  into  the  image  of  corruptible  things,  so  again, 
in  its  old  age,  the  world  seems  ready  to  relapse  into  a  second  childhood  by  returning, 
after  another  fashion,  to  the  glorifying  of  "  four-footed  beastsi  and  birds,  and  creeping 
things."  Man  has  been  said,  rightly  enough,  to  stand  in  some  way  in  the  place  of 
God  to  the  dog,  whom  he  feeds  and  commands.  Yet  man  was  created  in  the  image 
of  God,  but  the  dog  was  not  created  in  the  image  of  man ;  and  aa  concerns  oneness, 
friendship,  communion,  the  distance  between  man  and  the  dog  that  senrea  him  is 
immeasurably  greater  than  the  distance  between  God  and  man  formed  in  the  image 
of  God.  Between  man  and  the  wisest  beast  of  the  field  there  is  interposed  a  chasm, 
deep  and  dark,  across  which  millions  of  years  can  weave  no  thoroughfare.  But  man 
was  created  in  likeness  and  for  fellowship  with  God,  and  in  that  likeness  we  are  re- 
newed, and  to  that  fellowship  we  are  more  than  restored  by  Jesus  Christ — "  I  in 
them,  and  Thou  in  Me,  that  all  may  be  perfect  in  one."  Then  "  truly  our  fellow- 
ahip  is  with  the  Father  and  with  His  Son  Jesus  Christ,"  and  our  whole  training  on 
earth  is  for  its  furtherance  and  perfecting.  He  went  on  to  point  out  some,  of  the 
great  properties  of  this  oneness.  Oneness  with  Jesus  Christ  unites  us  to  each  other. 
By  this  union  to  Jesus  Christ  every  contrary  union  is  dissolved.  This  union  haa  a 
glorious  fulness  of  blessing,  for  our  oneness  with  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  is  all  our  life, 
strength,  joy,  fruit  Our  union  in  Jesus  Christ,  unlike  other  unions,  is  one  that  can 
never  be  dissolved ;  and  lastly,  this  oneness  is  divinely  endued  with  a  great  power 
for  the  salvation  of  the  world. 

The  Assembly  was  then  constituted  with  prayer,  and  the  roll  of  members  called. 

BlilOIIOH  OF  MOOSBATOB. 

The  MODERATOR  rose  and  said— Bev.  fathers  and  brethren,  the  cmly  duty  bow 
remaining  to  me  is  the  privilege  of  proposing  my  successor.  When  a  year  ago  yon 
did  me  the  honour — for  which  I  desire  again  most  cordially  to  thank  you — of  elect- 
ing me  to  this  chair,  I  confess  that  I  shrunk  from  it  so  much  that  I  almost  looked  to 
the  duty  of  naming  my  sneeessor  as  the  only  pleasant  duty  I  should  have  to  perform. 
But  whilst  it  is  a  great  pleasure  to  name  my  successor,  1  do  most  thankfully  say  that 
it  has  not  been  the  only  pleasure  that  I  have  experienced  in  the  office  to  which  I  was 
called.  Through  the  kindness  of  my  fathers  and  brethren,  I  have  very  much  eigoyed 
that  which  I  greatly  feared.  It  has  brought  me  into  a  great  deal  of  intercourse  with 
my  fathers  and  brethren ;  and  the  more  that  we  know  one  another  and  meet  one 
another,  the  more  we  esteem  and  love  one  another.  1  am  very  grateful  for  having 
had  the  opportunity  of  enjoying  pleasant  intercourse  with  so  many  brethren  in  the 
performance  of  the  duties  of  the  office  to  which  you  did  me  the  honour  to  appoint  me, 
and  now  I  have  very  sincere  pleasure,  acoording  to  the  agreement  that  has  already 
been  made,  in  naming  aa  my  successor  in  this  office  the  Rev.  Dr.  Thomas  M'Lauchlan. 
To  some  of  us  in  the  Lowlands  the  name  of  Thomas  M'Lauchlan  was  not  known  till 
he  was  known  as  a  son  of  the  manse,  and  a  young  minister  of  the  Church  of  Scot- 
land, making  a  free  and  willing  sacrifice  in  the  time  of  our  great  trial.  But  he  has 
since  been  highly  distingoished  as  a  Celtic  scholar,  and  he  haa  been  known  in  lite* 
rature  by  his  work  on  the  history  of  the  Early  Scotch  Church— a  work  of  great  learn- 
ing and  research.  And  he  is  pastor  of  a  large  and  prosperous  congregation  in  thia 
city,  and  for  many  long  years  he  has  been  highly  esteemed  in  this  capacity.  That 
which,  however,  most  of  all  commends  him  to  this  Church,  because  it  relates  most 
nearly  to  oaraelves,  is  the  very  long  and  arduous  work  in  which  he  has  been  engaged 
as  convener  of  the  Committee  on  the  Highlands.  The  Highlands  have  always  formed 
a  most  interesting  and  important  portion  of  the  Free  Chueb,  and  it  ia  well  known 
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UiroQglioiit  the  Church  how  indefatigable  Dr.  K'Lauchlan  has  been  in  his  laboora  in 
connection  with  the  Highland  Committee  now  for  the  Tery  long  period  of  twenty- 
one  years ;  and  hia  serrieee  in  this  reepect,  and  in  all  other  respects,  rery  well  entitle 
him  to  any  hononr  that  the  Church  can  confer.  And  I  am  sare,  besides,  that  he 
will  make  an  excellent  Moderator — I  am  certain  that  he  will  fill  the  chair  well  in  all 
respects,  if  yon  now  unanimously  elect  him,  which  you  certainly  will  do,  and  I  have 
§rreat  pleasure  in  cordially  proposing  as  Modeiator  of  the  Assembly  now  met^  Dr. 
Thomas  M'Lauehlan. 

The  Earl  of  KINTOBE — I  hare  the  hononr  to  second  the  proposal  which  has  just 
been  placed  before  you  from  the  chair,  and  in  doing  so  I  am  quite  sure  I  express  the 
▼oiee  of  the  eldersldp,  and  of  the  laity  of  this  Church,  when  I  say  what  rery  great 
pleasure  it  glTcs  us  in  thinking  that  rery  shortly  we  shall  see  Dr.  Thomas  M'Lauchlan 
Moderator.  And  in  saying  this  we  are  the  more  pleased,  becauBe,  in  the  first  place, 
on  personal  and  pastoral  g^unds  we  would  desire  to  welcome  Dr.  Thomas  M'Lauchlan 
amongst  us  as  our  new  Moderator.  And  the  eldership  of  this  Church  see  in  this 
appointment  a  just  recognition  of  the  way  in  which  the  cause  of  our  belored  Church 
from  the  very  first  has  been  upheld  and  supported  by  the  Highlanders.  It  is  rery 
wise  that  appointments  of  this  nature  should  be  scattered  from  one  portion  of  the 
Church  to  another.  In  God's  providence,  had  our  late  respected  father,  the  Ber.  Dr. 
Lnmsden,  been  spared,  I  think  it  was  the  voice  of  the  Church  that  he  should  have 
been  appointed.  However,  thank  God,  he  is  in  a  better  assembly  than  any  on  earth ; 
and  now  I  am  sure  that  in  the  person  of  Dr.  Thomas  M'Lauchlan  we  shall  welcome 
one  who  will  ably  discharge  the  duties  of  the  ofllce  of  Moderator,  and  in  the  spirit  of 
the  respected  father  who  is  just  vacating  the  chair.     (Applause), 

The  new  Moderator  was  then  introduced  by  the  Bev.  Dr.  Begg,  Bev.  Dr.  Beltb, 
Rev.  Dr.  Duff,  Bev.  Dr.  Wilson,  Bev.  Sir  Henry  Moncreiff,  and  the  Earl  of  Kintore ; 
and  the  retiring  Moderator  having  announced  to  Dr  M'Lauchlan  his  unanimous  elec- 
tion to  the  office  of  Moderator,  he  then  took  the  chair  vacated  by  Dr.  Moody  Stuart 
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Dr.  M'LAUCHLAK  said — Beverend  fathers  and  brethren,  yon  have  called  me 
to  occupy  a  high  and  important  position.  Ton  have  conferred  on  me  a  distinguished 
honour.  I  am  very  sensible  of  this,  however  sensible  I  may  be  at  the  same  time  of 
my  own  defects.  I  feel  very  unworthy  of  the  honour,  and  yet  I  cannot  but  feel 
deeply  the  kindness  that  has  conferred  it  on  me.  The  son  of  a  Highland  minister, 
bom  and  brought  up  in  a  secluded  Highland  valley,  among  a  plain  though  kindly 
people,  with  a  natural  afarinking  from  anything  like  prominence,  I  had  at  one  time 
no  thought  but  of  spending  my  life  ss  quietly  as  possible  in  doing  the  Master's 
work,  and  nothing  was  further  from  my  thoughts  or  my  ambition  than  occupying  a 
place  like  this;  and,  now  that  I  am  called  to  fill  it,  it  is  with  no  little  misgiving 
that  I  enter  upon  it.  This  feeling  is  deepened  when  I  look  back  on  the  succession 
of  illostrions  men  who  have  occupied  the  position  before  me — ^men  second  to  none 
among  the  great  and  the  good  that  have  passed  away.  And  no  less  when  I  look 
before  me,  and  let  my  eye  rest  on  the  brethren  who  now  fill  the  ranks  of  the 
ministry  in  this  Church — ^men  equal  in  gifts  and  graces  to  any  filling  the  ofiSce  in 
the  Christian  world.  But  as  yon  have  called  me,  and  I  thank  yon  sincerely  for 
doing  so,  I  trust  that  you  will  bear  with  me,  and  that  through  Divine  grace  I  may 
be  able  so  to  acquit  myself  as  to  maintain  the  dignity  of  the  office,  and  in  some 
measure  to  justify  the  wisdom  of  your  choice. 

One  thing  I  can  lay  claim  to  in  all  sincerity,  and  in  regard  to  which  I  should 
desire  to  be  second  to  none — a  warm  and  growing  attachment  to  this  Free  Church 
of  our  lathwa.  Joining  her  testimony  at  the  outset  from  pure  conviction  of  its 
truth  and  importance,  that  conviction  has  deepened  with  my  growing  years,  and  at 
no  time  did  I  feel  her  testimony  and  position  to  be  of  more  inslue  to  the  highest 
interests  of  Christ's  cause  and  kingdom  than  they  are  now.  I  have  seen  nothing 
in  the  action  of  statesmen  or  of  other  Churches  to  alter  my  view,  and  so  far  as  in 
me  lies  it  is  my  purpose,  through  Divine  grace,  to  do  nothing  that  may  weaken  her 
handa  in  her  Masttt'a  work,  but  loyally  to  do  everything  to  strengthen  and  to 
support  her. 

In  addrewdDg  this  venerable  House,  as  I  am  now  called  upon  to  do^  I  cannot 
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bat  adrert  to  the  Btriking  and  solemn  eTenU  which  have  occurred  in  the  reeent 
hifltory  of  oar  Church.  I  do  not  at  present  refer  to  particular  casea,  but  to  the 
great  changes  which  the  hand  of  the  Lord  has  wrought  among  us.  Well  may  wo 
say,  "  The  fathers,  where  are  thejl"  To  such  of  us  as  took  part  in  the  Disraption 
controTcrsy,  with  its  mighty  issues,  the  change  we  now  witness  is  a  Tery  impressire 
one.  But,  in  the  midst  of  all  these  changes  and  sore  bereayemenis,  we  hare  much 
for  which  to  be  thankful  to  Qod.  It  is  cause  of  thankfulness  that  we  had  such  men 
to  lose  as  those  whose  absence  we  now  mourn.  They  were  a  great  gift  to  the 
Church.  They  got  a  work  to  do,  and  they  did  it  nobly,  and  it  does  not  become  us 
to  grudge  them  their  rest.  They  have  left  us  an  example  which  it  will  be  our  duty 
and  our  privilege  to  imitate.  May  we  have  grace  given  us  to  follow  In  their  foot- 
steps !  It  is  cause  of  thankfulness  also  that  so  many  of  those  whom  we  delight  to 
honour  are  still  spared  to  us,  and  it  is  no  less  a  cause  of  thankfulness  that  the  Lord 
is  raising  up  among  us  men  of  gifts  and  grace  to  cany  on  the  work  of  His  Church, 
and  to  enter  into  the  labours  of  those  who  have  preceded  them.  Would  that  He 
were  largely  to  increase  the  number !  Surely  if  there  be  one  thing  that  we  need  it 
is  ministers  of  earnestness  and  power  1 

It  cannot  but  be  a  question  with  us  as  a  Church,  in  the  midst  of  all  we  see 
around  us,  what  special  work  the  Lord  has  laid  to  our  hands.  It  is  not  possible  to 
conceive  that  such  an  event  as  the  Disruption  was  suffered  to  occur  without  some 
great  design.  The  existence  of  this  Free  Church  cannot  be  without  a  purpose.  It 
would  be  contrary  to  all  we  know  of  Qod*s  dealings  with  His  Church  to  suppose 
that  He  had  not  some  great  end  in  view  in  calling  this  Church  into  existence,  and 
continuing  her,  as  He  does,  with  so  many  tokens  of  His  favour.  Is  His  design 
accomplished  t  Is  the  purpose  for  which  this  Church  has  been  raised  up  already 
fulfilled  1  We  cannot  suppose  that.  There  is  nothing  to  warrant  the  belief  that  it 
is  so,  else  the  means  provided  would  appear  to  be  far  beyond  the  necessity  of  the 
occasion.  God's  way  is  not  to  prepare  large  and  cumbrous  appliances  for  bring^g 
about  unimportant  ends.  It  is  the  opposite— to  work  out  great  ends  by  apparently 
inadequate  means.  When  we  survey  the  whole  past  history  and  the  present 
position  of  the  Free  Church,  we  cannot  but  suppose  that  she  has  important  and 
weighty  ends  yet  to  answer.  Primarily,  along  with  other  faithful  Churches,  she  has 
to  do  that  which  is  the  great  work  of  every  Christian  Chorch — she  has  to  minister 
to  the  souls  of  men.  She  has  to  strive  to  bring  sinners  to  the  Saviour,  and  to  build 
up  saints  in  the  faith.  That  is  her  great  work,  which  no  other  can  be  allowed  to 
supersede  without  grievous  unfaithfulness  to  Christ.  We  may  rest  assured  that 
the  servants  whom  the  Master  most  approves  are  the  men  who  are  most  active  and 
faithful  in  this  work.  It  is  here  mainly  that  the  Church  brings  in  a  tribute  of  glory 
to  His  crown.  But,  alongside  of  that,  there  is  a  testifying  for  and  a  defending  of 
the  truth,  to  which  danger  is  arising  from  so  many  sides.  The  adversaries  are 
numerous,  skilful,  and  active.  Not  less  skilful  and  active  must  those  Churches  be 
whom  Qod  has  been  pleased  to  make  the  depositories  of  the  truth.  On  the  one 
hand,  we  have  Rationalism  cutting  away  the  foundations  of  all  religious  truth,  in- 
solently intruding  into  the  region  of  the  most  sacred  and  mysterious  things,  and 
pretending  to  destroy  all  sacredness  and  to  dispel  all  mystery — a  system  that,  in 
its  full  development,  would  leave  us  without  a  God,  without  a  soul,  without  an 
eternity,  without  anything  that  makes  life  precious  or  sheds  light  into  the  valley 
of  the  shadow  of  death.  We  have  here  to  defend  the  very  citadel  of  our  faith.  At 
the  bidding  of  this  adversary  we  are  called  upon  to  give  up  everything  that 
constitutes  the  glory  of  humanity  and  raises  man  above  the  beasts  that  perish. 
Against  so  vile  and  degrading  a  system  of  teaching  we  are  called  upon  strenuously 
to  contend  for  our  faith.  In  this  contest  we  have  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  that 
it  is  no  new  adversary  we  have  to  deal  with,  that  the  controversy  is  as  old  as  sin, 
and  that  if  there  are  new  weapons  provided  for  the  foe,  there  are  new  weapons  pro- 
vided also,  and  weapons  no  less  efficient,  for  the  use  of  the  defenders.  We  have  no 
need  to  fear,  for  the  ark  of  Qod ;  the  Lord  liveth,  and  that  is  its  security ;  but  that 
does  not  lessen  the  duty  incumbent  on  the  Church  as  the  defender  of  the  faith. 
One  thing  we  have  need  to  bear  in  mind  in  carrying  on  this  conflict,  that  infidelity 
is  not  so  much  a  matter  of  the  head  as  of  the  heart,  and  is  the  offspring  of  that 
corruption  which  entered  into  the  world  through  sin,  and  that  the  only  efficient 
protection  against  its  influence  is  to  be  found  in  a  change  of  heart.    It  is  as  natural 
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to  OS  a6  it  Ib  to  those  who  have  yielded  to  its  sway,  and  there  are  few  Christian  men 
who  hare  not  had  to  meet  its  assaults  and  to  repel  them.  The  divine  record  tells 
lis  that  **  the  fool  (and  is  not  he  the  sinner  1)  saith  in  his  heart  that  there  is  no 
God."*  Ood  is  in  the  world  now  potting  the  faith  of  men  to  the  test.  The  question 
is,  "  Who  hath  helieved  onr  report  1"  And  is  it  any  wonder  that  in  the  face  of  such 
a  trial  many,  when  placed  In  the  balances,  should  be  found  wanting] 

On  the  opposite  side  from  Bationalism  we  hare  Ritualism.     It  is  a  well-known 
axiom  that  extremes  meet,  and  assuredly  these  two  extremes  meet  in  their  hostility 
to  what  we  hold  to  be  the  truth.     It  is  a  strange  combination  of  adversaries,  and  a 
no  less  dangerous  one.    The  progress  of  this  latter  system  in  England  cannot  but 
fill  every  friend  of  true  Protestantism  with  alarm,  and  move  them  to  effort  and  to 
prayer.     That  superstition  in  worship,  for  it  is  nothing  else,  should  have  prevailed  in 
an  age  of  semibarbarism  and  ignorance  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  but  that  in  an  age 
Uke  this,  an  age  of  literary  culture  and  general  intelligence,  it  should  appear  to  assume 
its  ancient  sway,  is  a  remarkable  and  instructive  phenomenon.    What  is  there  worthy 
of  the  name  of  religion,  or  fitted  to  meet  the  demands  of  either  the  conscience  or 
intelligence  of  men,  in  the  colour  and  form  of  a  robe,  in  raiylng  attitudes,  in  mere 
musical  sounds,  and  in  other  kinds  of  "bodily  exercise  which  profiteth  little?" 
Surely  the  men  who  hold  these  as  essential  to  divine  worship  must  have  very 
inadequate  conceptions  of  the  character  of  Ood.    To  us  the  progress  of  this  form  of 
error  reads  an  impressive  lesson.     It  warns  us  very  solemnly  against  departing  from 
those  forms  of  worship  handed  down  by  our  holy  and  wise  forefathers,  and  which 
are  the  i>atrimony  of  onr  Presbyterian  Churches.    It  warns  us  against  making 
unnecessary  changes  on  our  modes  of  worship.     It  teaches  us  that  simplicity  is 
essential  to  spirituality  in  worship.    Hen  may  call  onr  forms  severe  and  bald,  and 
may  ask  for  something  more  pleasing  to  the  eye  and  ear,  and  more  satisfying  to 
what  they  choose  to  call  a  cultivated  taste.    But,  while  approving  of  everything 
that  is  necessary  for  promoting  the  decency  and  order  of  worship,  let  us  beware  lest 
in  gratifying  the  taste  we  overlook  the  heart,  and  help  men  to  forget  "  that  God  is 
a  spirit,  and  that  they  who  worship  Him  must  worship  Him  in  spirit  and  in  truth." 
We  are  in  danger  of  being  overborne  by  influences  from  England.    We  have  only  at 
this  moment  to  look  to  the  state  of  matters  with  respect  to  worship  in  the  English 
Church  in  order  to  know  what  the  true  nature  of  these  influences  is.    The  pitiable 
mimicking  of  English  Ritualistic  services  in  some  Scotch  churches  is  hardly  worthy 
of  notice.     Besides  these  sources  of  danger,  views  of  Christian  doctrine  of  a  peculiar 
kind  appear  in  various  quarters,  some  of  them  in  quarters  where  they  were  not 
naturally  to  be  anticipated.    The  remarkable  statement  has  been  made  that  theology 
and  religion  are  not  necessarily  connected — a  statement  which  seems  to  imply  that 
a  sound  scriptural  theology  is  not  essential  to  the  life  of  God  in  the  soul  of  man. 
We  have  been  in  the  use  of  teaching  that  faith  is  the  foundation  and  the  only 
foundation  of  all  true  religion.    We  appeal  to  the  Scriptures,  and  we  find  there 
that  all  the  mighty  deeds  of  the  mighty  men  of  old  were  done  in  faith.    *'  Without 
faith  we  learn  that  we  cannot  please  Him."     We  learn  from  Scripture  further 
that  **  the  just  live  by  faith,"  and  that  all  the  fruits  of  a  living  religion  are  the 
fruits  of  a  living  faith.    And  we  believe  it,  and  teach  as  we  believe.    And  with 
that  we  believe  and  teaeh  that  theology,  so  far  as  it  is  sound,  is  but  an  exhibition 
of  what  God  has  declared  to  be  true,  and  contains  in  it  that  which  man  is  bound  to 
believe.    Deprive  men  of  a  Bible  theology,  and  what  is  left  to  them  as  the  object 
of  their  faith  1    for  with  what  theology  teaches  concerning  Christ  you  take  away 
Christ  himselC    Nothing  can  be  more  dangerous  than  making  a  rule  of  the  excep- 
tional cases  of  good  men  who  have  been,  and  it  may  be  are,  found  in  connection 
with  Churches  whose  creed  we  hold  to  be  largely  unseriptnral. 

Somewhat  startling  views  are  announced  upon  the  subjeet  of  perfect  sancti- 
fication  on  this  side  the  grave.  These  views  are  not  new,  and  the  characters  of 
Bible  saints  as  represented  to  us  do  not  seem  to  confirm  them;  but  one  thing 
we  are  prepared  to  say,  and  do  say  uniformly,  that  every  man  whose  heart  has 
been  turned  to  God  has  set  one  goal  before  him  which  he  strives  in  all  earnestness 
to  resch,  and  that  goal  is  nothing  short  of  "  the  measure  of  the  stature  of  the 
perfect  man  in  Christ."  Let  us  press  on  to  that  blessed  end.  We  orave  it  as  much 
as  the  brethren  who  think  it  is  nearer  them  than  we  do.  And  there  are  those 
who  tell  ns,  in  these  days/ that  we  do  not  sufficiently  urge  the  sanetlfjfing  power 
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of  faith.  It  may  be  bo.  We  may  have  oar  shorteominga  in  this  aa  in  other 
matters.  Bat  I  know  not  what  to  look  to  for  eanctification,  except  to  the  power  of 
faith.  Do  we  not  read  In  the  Word  of  Ood  of  Hia  "purifying  the  heart  by  faith  1" 
Do  we  not  read  that  '*  thia  la  the  Tictoiy  which  overoometh  the  world,  eyen  your  faith  V* 
We  know  of  no  holineaa  that  is  not  the  offspring  of  li?ing  iStdth  In  ChrlBt^  for  it  ia 
obedience  to  Him  and  conformity  to  His  will 

Bat  this  Ohorch  has  laid  upon  her  as  a  special  duty  to  maintain  in  all  its  integrity 
her  own  peculiar  testimony.  Tliat  men  have  begun  to  see  and  to  own  that  she  was 
right  in  her  Ten  Teara*  Conflict,  is  true.  But  none  the  less  is  she  called  upon  to 
hold  her  poaition,  for  there  haa  aa  yet  been  no  such  practical  recognitdon  of  the  fiust 
as  she  can  own  to  be  satisfactoiy  to  her.  She  has  no  feeling  of  gradging  diaaatia- 
faotion  at  seeing  others  appropriating  the  apoila  which  by  her  fait^bfalueaa  and 
aacrifices  she  haa  won.  She  is  glad  to  see  the  recognition  of  right,  by  whomsoever 
it  is  made.  She  doea  not  grudge  to  the  people  of  the  Established  Charch  in  thia 
countiy  the  right  conceded  to  them  of  chooaing  their  own  mixiisters.  Far  from  itb 
It  waa  in  one  view  of  it  the  very  right  which,  under  the  form  of  non-intrusion,  she 
had  long  eontended  for,  and  which  waa  denied  her.  Others  who  neither  contended 
nor  Buffered  for  it  have  obtained  the  privilege.  She  who  did  both  has  to  remain 
aatisfied  with  the  oonsciouaneaa  of  having  fought  the  battle,  though  they  enjoy  the 
spoiL  Well,  let  it  be  BO  !  Our  prayer  will  be  that  they  may  be  enabled  to  make  a 
good  use  of  it  One  thing  we  desiderate.  In  all  our  contendings,  even  for  the 
rights  of  the  ChriBtian  people^  we  claimed  those  rights  aa  rights  conferred  by  Christ 
In  our  whole  oontendtnga  we  placed  in  the  forefront  the  kingly  pren^tive  of  the 
Lord  JesuB.  Thia  was  the  old  Scottish  testimony  maintained  in  the  best  daya  of  our 
Church.  We  never  dissevered  the  rights  of  the  people  from  the  rights  of  our 
Saviour  King.  But  we  aee  no  recognition  of  theae  in  Uie  bestowal  of  the  liberty  to 
call  their  miniaterB  on  the  people  of  the  Seottish  Bstablishment.  It  ia  a  mere  dvil 
right  which  the  Legialature  may  bestow,  and  which  the  Legialature  may  withdraw,  aa 
State  policy  may  dictate  or  demand.  That  ia  not  what  we  contended  for,  for  we  have 
hold,  and  hold  atill,  that  the  liberty  which  we  required  waa  a  right  which  Christ  had 
conferred  on  His  people,  and  which  all  Statea  are  boand  to  recognise.  And  as  con- 
ferred by  Christ  it  waa  conferred  on  the  members  of  His  Charch,  and  on  them  alone. 
I  know  of  no  spiritual  privilegea,  for  time  or  eternity,  which  Christ  haa  conferred  on 
men  who  do  not  ao  much  aa  make  an  outward  profession  of  faith  in  His  name. 

But  important  aa  we  held  the  righta  of  the  Christian  people  to  be,  we  held  and 
hold  that  no  leaa  important  are  the  rights  of  the  Ckmstian  Chureh.  If  the  Christian 
people  mnat  be  free,  no  leaa  free  must  the  courts  of  Christ's  Church  be  in  the  per- 
formance of  her  duty  to  her  glorioua  Head.  They  must  be  free  to  serve  the  Lord. 
Otherwise  they  cannot  aerve  Him,  for  "  no  man  can  aerve  two  masters."  No  man  can 
serve  Christ  and  Csnar,  ''for  either  he  will  hate  the  one  and  love  the  other ;  or  elae 
he  will  hold  to  the  one  and  despise  the  other."  We  had  to  make  our  choice.  We 
were  teated  in  the  most  naked  and  open  way.  I  take  but  one  example.  If  there 
be  any  duty  which  Ilea  at  the  door  of  the  Christian  Church,  as  laid  upon  her  by  her 
ICaBter,  that  duty  ia  to  preach  the  gospel.  "  Go  ye  and  teach  all  nations,"  saith  the 
Lord.  But  we  were  forbidden  to  fulfil  that  command*  Civil  courts  took  upon  themselves 
the  awful  reaponaibility  of  isBuing  their  interdicts  againat  the  fulfilment  of  that  com- 
mand, not  in  churehea  or  other  buildings  under  their  control,  but  in  whole  pariahes, 
in  secluded  glens,  or  on  open  wayaides.  It  waa  indeed  a  reviving  of  old  but  not 
foigotten  timea  in  Scotland,  and  perhapa  it  waa  well  that  the  memory  of  those  times 
was  BO  revived.  But  let  that  be  aa  it  may*  the  preaching  of  the  gospel  by  the  Church 
WBB  forbidden  by  the  civil  courts  of  this  kingdom,  and  miniaters  were  threatened  with 
punishment  if  they  obeyed  her  injunction  in  doing  it.  It  is  impossible  to  conceive 
that  any  loyal  and  fiuthifiil  minister  of  Christ  could  submit  to  such  interference  with 
hia  liberty  of  conscience.  It  came  to  be  clearly  a  question  between  serving  God 
and  serving  man,  and  how  that  qneation  was  settled  by  those  who  became  the 
miniateia  and  members  of  the  tree  Charch,  I  need  not  remind  you.  We  thank 
God  that  in  that  day  ao  many  were  found  fitithfal.  But  the  question  ariaes'  now, 
Haa  anything  been  done  to  undo  what  waa  ^en  done  by  the  State  through  its 
eoarta,  in  violation  of  the  Ohnrch'a  rights,  in  obedience  to  Chtiat  to  preach  the 
gospel  f  Do  the  precedenta  then  formoid  BtiU  exiat  aa  gnidea  for  future  action  on 
the  part  of  the  civil  eonrta  f    We  know  of  nothing  lo  the  contrary.    One  word  on 
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this Bubjeot that  might  have  satisfied  the  eonscience  of  a  Free  Cbarchman  bos  not 
been  uttered  in  Pariiaxnent.  Parliament  has  from  the  oatset  ignored  all  our  com- 
plaints, all  our  appeals.  Yes,  and  does  so  still,  for  it  makes  no  reference  to  ns,  and 
certainly  has  taken  no  steps  to  make  a  Free  Chnrch  of  the  Eatabliahment.  I  do 
not  know  of  one  shred  of  the  freedom  for  which  we  eon  tended  that  has  l)een  con- 
ferred by  the  recent  legislation  of  the  British  Parliament  upon  the  Established 
Charch.  The  right  to  choose  ministers  conferred  by  Parliament  is,  in  my  riew,  a  symbol 
of  bondage  and  not  of  liberty,  so  long  as  no  hand  has  been  stretched  out  to  rescue  the 
Church,  in  her  most  spiritual  and  sacred  functions,  from  the  grasp  of  the  civil  power.' 
Tes,  and  statesmen  have  told  ns  that  it  is  impossible  to  do  so.  The  spouse  of  Christ 
must  be  the  slaye  of  Csesar.  It  is  said,  no  doubt,  that  we  have  no  more  freedom  than 
the  Establishment — that  the  ciTil  power  can  concuss  ns  as  well  as  them.  Well,  it 
may  be  so.  We  nerer  denied  that,  like  our  fathers  before  ns,  we  are  liable  to  perse- 
cution for  eonscience'  sake.  But  this  we  say,  it  won't  be  done  with  our  consent.  A 
man  may  be  forced  into  bondage,  and  earry  the  spirit  of  a  freeman  in  his  bosom.  We 
are  resolred  to  hold  onrselres  free  to  serre  Christ,  let  the  consequences  be  what  they 
may.  Thia  testimony  is  the  peculiar  heritage  of  the  Free  Chnrch.  **  For  such  a  time 
as  this  she  has  come  to  the  kingdom,"  and  she  has  need  to  watch  and  pray  lest  she 
be  found  onfaithfol  in  her  great yoeation.  State  endowments  sink  into  insignificance 
in  presence  of  Uie  ciown  rights  of  our  Mighty  King.  That  the  State  owes  a  duty  to 
Ciirist  and  His  cause  we  shall  be  the  last  to  deny ;  but  little  does  it  matter  what 
pririleges  or  fiiTours  it  bestows  upaa  the  Church,  so  long  as  it  disowns  the  claims  of 
her  gloriona  Head. 

Far  he  it  from  me  to  say  one  dlscourteons  word  respecting  the  ministers  or 
membera  of  the  Established  Church.  I  hare  never  done  so,  and  I  do  not  intend  to 
do  so  now.  For  many  of  both  I  entertain  a  very  high  esteem.  Bat  two  things 
compel  me  to  speak  on  the  subjeet  with  which  I  have  been  dealing.  The  one  is  the 
attempt  that  is  making  strenuously  and  persistently  to  make  men  believe  that  there 
is  no  difference  now  between  us  and  the  Establishment.  Our  people  are  deluged 
with  statements  to  this  effect.  They  are  told  that  all  the  grounds  of  difference  are 
taken  away,  and  that  there  is  no  call  upon  them  to  remain  in  a  state  of  separation. 
The  object  of  this  is  obviously  to  get  our  people  to  return.  That  most  of  our 
people  are  not  sufficiently  instructed  in  the  knowledge  of  Free  Church  principles  to 
see  through  the  real  worth  of  the  aigumenta  used,  I  do  not  suppose.  But  we  can- 
not be  blamed  if,  in  the  circumstances,  we  find  ourselves  constrained  to  state  our 
view  of  the  matter,  and  to  warn  our  people  against  being  led  astray.  The  other 
reason  for  speaking  plainly  on  this  subject  is  to  be  found  in  the  desire  indicated, 
without  any  scheme  for  the  purpose  approved  of  by  the  Churches,  to  obtain  the  ser- 
vieea  of  onr  ministers  for  parochial  charges.  To  go  among  our  people  and  tell  them 
that  all  difference  has  eeaaed,  and  to  encourage  them  to  call  our  ministers  singly  to 
fill  parish  churches,  and  to  hold  oat  open  arms  to  those  brethren  when  they  agree, 
is  a  comae  no  doubt  highly  complimentary  to  ns  and  to  our  ministers,  but  not,  I 
take  leave  to  say,  equally  creditable  to  the  Chnrch  which  follows  it.  What  the  issue 
of  such  a  coarse,  if  pursued,  must  be,  is  clear  to  every  man  who  can  see  any  length 
into  the  fature.  The  quietest  and  least  combative  of  our  ministers  and  people  will 
be  provoked  to  gird  on  their  armour,  and  to  say  that  an  institution  which  is  the 
troubler  of  the  peaee  of  its  neighbours,  and  which  makes  use  of  its  emoluments  as 
baits  with  whi^  to  tempt  the  less  steadfast  among  their  ministers,  is  entitled  to 
little  forbearance,  and  mnst»  for  the  general  good,  cease  to  enjoy  special  privileges 
from  the  nation.  If  that  becomes  the  common  feeling  in  this  Free  Church,  it  is  not 
difficult  to  say  what  haa  produced  it  I  regret  that  any  case  of  unfaithfulness  to 
this  Chnrch  and  its  principles  should  havf  appeared  in  connection  with  any  portion 
of  the  Highlands.  The  people  of  that  section  of  our  Church  have  hitherto  been 
among  ita  most  faithful  and  loyal  adherents.  That  disaffection  should  spring  up  in 
some  congregationa  is  not  unnatural  or  unlikely,  especially  after  such  a  controversy 
as  that  in  which  onr  Chareh  has  recently  been  engaged.  But  the  Church  is  not  to 
suppose  that  the  large  mass  of  the  Highland  population,  which  has  hitherto  been  so 
loyal  in  their  attachment  to  the  prineiples  of  tUs  Church,  is  affected  by  the  actings 
of  a  few  individaala.  I  take  credit,  aa  a  Highland  minister,  for  unswerving  faithful- 
ness to  onr  cause,  and  yoa  will  find  the  great  mass  of  our  ministers  throughout  the 
High]aiid%  from  both  sides  in  the  late  controversy  on  anion,  scorning  the  imputa- 
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tion  of  having  lelazed  in  their  affection  for  thia  Free  Oharch,  and  of  haTing  anj 
favour  for  Erastianism ;  and  what  la  true  of  the  ministera  la  equally  true  of  the 
people.  Very  little  time  will  be  found  requiaite  for  making  the  truth  of  tida  state- 
ment clear  and  unmistakable. 

But  I  shall  now  in  a  few  sentencea  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  aome  of 
the  sad  bereavements  with  which  God  in  His  wise  providence  has  been  pleased 
to  visit  this  Church  during  the  year  that  is  past  Many  excellent  and  able  ministers 
have  been  taken  away  from  their  labours  here  to  their  rest  above.  Of  some  of  these 
I  feel  called  upon  to  take  apecial  notice.  First  in  the  order  of  time,  after  last 
Assembly,  we  lost  our  much  loved  and  now  deeply  deplored  brother,  Mr.  Amot. 
In  the  Christian  Church,  in  the  community,  in  this  House,  in  the  Presbyteiy  of 
Edinburgh,  and  in  the  highly  privileged  and  much  eateemed  congregation  to  which 
he  ministered,  hia  removal  creates  no  common  blank.  Few  men  brought  more  of 
what  may  be  well  called  sanctified  genius  to  the  service  of  their  great  Master,  and 
few  men  were  less  sparing  of  their  gifts  in  exercising  them  for  the  promotion  of  His 
cause.  I  had  the  pleasure  thirty  years  ago  of  succeeding  him  aa  a  deputy  to  the 
Canadian  Church  in  ministering  to  the  principal  Free  Church  congregation  in  the 
city  of  Montreal,  and  I  can  never  forget  the  deep  impreaaion  which  his  ministrationa 
then  left  on  the  minds  of  the  Presbyteriui  community  in  that  eity.  No  man  who 
was  there  had  done  more  to  produce  and  to  establish  the  interest  of  the  people  in 
the  cauae  which  we  had  gone  there  to  maintain.  From  that  day  forwards,  as  you 
know  ss  well  aa  I,  his  zeal  and  efforts  were  unabated,  and  we  all  know  with  what 
power  and  effect  he  advocated  a  cause,  and  how  near  hia  heart  lay  the  best  interests 
for  time  and  eternity  of  old  and  young  among  the  people.  God  gave  him  to  the 
Free  Church,  and  although  we  mourn  deeply  his  being  so  soon  removed,  we  desire 
to  cherish  thankfulness  that  we  had  him,  and  had  him  so  long.  His  memory  among 
us  is  very  blessed  and  veiy  precious. 

Another  sore  breach  has  been  made  upon  us  in  the  removal  of  Principal  Lumsden. 
It  is  needless  for  me  to  attempt  any  eologium  on  one  of  whom  all  that  could  well  be 
said  has  already  been  said  with  all  the  eloquence  and  power  of  Dr.  Duff.  No  one 
who  heard  that  admirable  tribute  to  the  character  and  work  of  Principal  Lumsden 
would  seek  to  hear  another  less  worthy  of  its  object.  All  that  I  find  it  desirable 
or  safe  for  me  to  say  is,  that  I  was  brought  much  into  contact  with  tliat  exeellent 
man  in  connection  with  the  interests  of  students  from  the  Highlands  attending  the 
Hall  at  Aberdeen,  and  that  I  was  deeply  impressed  with  a  sense  of  the  sound  judg- 
ment and  the  hearty  sympathy  with  his  students  which  he  uniformly  exhibited. 
There  was  so  little  of  mere  display  about  anything  he  did  that  I  verily  believe  the 
students  themselves  were  not  aware  of  the  depth  of  the  intereat  he  felt  in  their  wel- 
fare, and  of  how  his  eye  followed  them  to  any  sphere  of  ministerial  labour  to  which 
they  were  called,  while  his  heart  rejoiced  in  any  tidinga  he  received  of  their  success. 
No  man  deserved  the  highest  honours  which  the  Church  has  to  confer  more  than 
Principal  Lumsden,  for  no  man  loved  her  more,  and  no  man  served  her  better,  than 
he  did — bringing,  as  he  did,  to  that  service  a  true  heart  and  high  and  varied  accom- 
plishments. 

I  muat  also,  though  I  feel  myself  very  inadequate  to  the  task,  endeavour  to  give 
expression  to  the  feeling  of  this  Church  on  the  death  of  Dr.  John  Wilson,  the  great 
Free  Church  missionary  of  Western  India.  Dr.  Wilaon  was  truly  a  great  man — 
great  in  gifts,  great  in  grace,  and  great  in  works  for  the  glory  of  his  Master.  In 
real  scholarship,  I  presume,  though  there  are  those  who  knew  better  than  I  did,  he 
had  few  that  were  his  equips.  It  is  our  belief,  and  not^  I  feel  warranted  to  say, 
without  good  cause,  that  no  other  man  had  made  himself  so  familiar  with  the  paat 
history  and  present  state  of  the  religioft  of  that  portion  of  the  great  Indian  con- 
tinent in  which  he  laboured,  if  not  of  all  of  it  The  amount  of  labour  which  the 
acquisition  of  such  knowledge  must  have  implied,  it  ia  perhaps  impossible  for  us  to 
estimate.  Living  far  away  from  na,  of  much  that  he  was  and  mu<dL  that  he  did  we 
were  not  sufficiently  cognisant  But  the  most  secluded  and  the  youngeat  Free 
Church  minister  of  us  alC  as  well  as  the  general  community  of  the  country,  knew 
that  in  Dr. .  John  Wilaon  we  had  a  man  of  whom  the  Free  Church  might  well  be 
proud,  if  I  may  use  the  phrase,  and  a  man  for  whom  we  could  not  be  too  thankful 
to  our  Great  Head  who  had  so  graciously  bestowed  him  on  us.  I  do  not  feel  myself 
competent  to  judge  of  his  aoquirementi  in  Indum  histoiy  and  literatore.  But  there  ia 
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a  field  of  litemy  refeaieh  in  which  I  have  taken  lome  interest  I  have  spent  some 
time  and  labour  in  aearehing  into  the  early  history  of  the  Church  of  Cbriat  in  Scot- 
land. Thrown  into  the  society  of  Dr.  Wilson  doring  his  last  yisit  to  this  conn  try, 
the  subject  of  that  Choreh  and  its  missionaries  came  up  in  conyersatlon,  and  nothing 
could  hare  been  more  surprising  than  his  ready  familiarity  with  the  whole  literature 
of  the  subject.  The  names  of  the  men — Ninian,  Colnmba,  Colombanus,  Aidan,  and 
others — were  as  familiar  to  him  as  to  me.  He  knew  of  their  work  in  Ireland,  in 
Scotland,  in  England,  on  the  Bhine,  and  on  the  Danube  intimately,  and  he  seemed 
to  feel  aa  if  his  work  in  India  were  in  many  respects  similar  to  theirs,  educating  and 
Christianising  at  the  same  time.  Of  the  fruits  of  his  mission  work  we  have  seen 
apecunens,  and  I  presume  I  am  not  speaking  too  strongly  when  I  say  that  no  finer 
specimens  of  the  satire  Indian  Christian  have  been  seen  than  those  that  have  issued 
from  the  institution  at  Bombay.  For  much  of  this  no  doubt  credit  is  due,  under 
God,  to  his  excellent  feliow-laboarem,  but  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  the  character 
of  Dr.  Wilson  left  its  impress,  in  no  little  measure^  on  every  man  who  passed  through 
his  hands. 

One  Highland  minister,  to  whose  name  I  desire  to  refer,  has  been  removed  by 
death,  the  Ber.  David  Sutherland,  of  Inverness.  Kot  so  prominent,  or  generally  so 
well  known,  as  those  of  whom  I  have  spoken  already,  he  was  a  man  of  excellent 
parts,  an  able  preacher,  and  a  painstaking  pastor.  My  class-fellow  at  college,  and 
my  contemporary  in  the  ministry,  his  death  is  to  me  one  of  impressive  interest. 

There  is  one  elder  whom  our  Church  has  lost  to  whose  memory  I  cannot  but  pay 
a  marked  tribute.  Captain  Dalgleish  of  Woodbum^,  so  long  a  member  of  out 
Qeneial  Assemblies,  so  warmly  interested,  so  active  in  the  work  of  our  most  im- 
portant committees,  is  no  more.  In  him  we  have  lost  an  ornament  of  our  Church, 
and  what  is  of  more  concern,  one  who  carried  the  grace  of  earnest,  consistent,  in- 
telligent piety  into  the  class  to  which  he  belonged.  He  was  a  fine  specimen  of  the 
Scottish  Christian  gentleman,  showing  how  religion  adds  another  and  a  higher  grace 
to  birth  and  to  station.  Would  that  Qodwere  pleased  to  raise  up  many  such  among 
the  gentry  of  onr  land  1 

Though  not  office-bearers  in  this  Chureh,  and  though  it  may  be  somewhat  out 
of  the  usual  order  to  notice  them  here  for  that  reason,  there  are  two  names  from 
among  the  membersMp  of  those  who  have  been  taken  away  from  us  during  the 
year  which  I  cannot  refrain  from  mentioning — Mr  Thomas  Mure  of  Perceton,  and 
Dr  James  Warbnrton  Begbie.  There  was  much  in  the  manner  of  Mr  Mure'a 
death  to  make  it  painful,  and  yet  to  us  that  pain  is  deeply  intensified  by  the 
thought  that  in  him  we  have  lost  one  of  the  most  outstanding  of  our  Christian 
laymen,  and  one  around  whom  were  gathering  many  bright  anticipations  for  the 
future. 

All  that  could  well  be  said  with  eloquent  comprehensiveness  has  been  said  of 
Dr  Begbie  by  his  friend  and  minister,  who  knew  him  so  well,  and  whom  he  loved 
80  wannly.  I  would  only  add  that  there  are  miniaters  and  ministers'  families  in 
vwtij  pari  of  the  country  who  could  testify  to  acts  of  kindness  and  beneficence  on 
the  part  of  Dr  Begbie,  the  value  of  which  it  would  be  impossible  to  estimate. 

I  must  be  allowed  farther  to  make  reference  to  tiie  removal  of  a  lady  very 
reeently,  who  was  long  one  of  the  most  earnest;  liberal,  and  highly-esteemed  mem- 
ben  of  onr  Church— Lady  Hannah  Tliarp.  Adopting  onr  principles  at  the  period 
of  the  Dismptioo,  she  held  them  with  warm  and  intelligent  interest,  and  the  exteni 
of  her  liberality  to  every  good  cause  in  which  the  Church  was  engaged  was  but  one 
of  the  means  whlcl^  she  took  to  show  how  deep  and  sincere  that  interest  was.  She 
wss  a  notable  instance  of  a  sdon  of  a  notable  house  among  the  nobility  of  Scotland, 
sympathising,  aa  many  of  them  did  of  old,  in  all  the  national  struggles  for  liberty 
and  for  the  maintenance  of  a  pure  gospel  in  the  land.  The  sons  and  the  daughters 
of  enr  Presbyterian  nobility  have,  in  too  many  instances,  turned  their  backs  on 
the  Church  and  «ieed  of  their  fathers,  neither  to  their  own  advantage  nor  to  the 
advantage  of  the  nation. 

On  the  anbjeeta  Ukely  to  occupy  the  attention  of  this  Assembly  it  would  noi 
become  me  to  dwell.  But  there  are  two  of  them  on  which  I  may  be  allowed  to 
speak  a  very  few  words.  And  I  truat  I  may  be  excused  if,  as  the  first  of  these,  I 
should  refer  to  a  subject  connected  with  the  state  of  our  Church  in  the  Highlands. 
I  have  leea  and  felt  for  some  time,  and  veiy  probity  othen  have  done  so  too^  the 
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very  great  difBcoUy  there  is  in  keeping  np  a  sufficient  supply  of  mlnlsten  for  that 
portion  of  our  Chnroh.  The  diffioalty  has  reoently  increased  from  the  demand 
made  on  the  serrices  of  young  men  by  the  school  boards  acting  under  the  prori- 
sions  of  the  recent  Education  Act.  At  this  moment  there  is  no  sufficient  supply 
of  labourers  for  the  work  which  our  Church  has  to  accomplish.  And  let  me  remind 
the  Assembly  that  In  no  part  of  our  Church  do  we  more  need  a  class  of  well- 
equipped  ministers  than  throughout  our  Highland  ehaiges.  It'  may  be  true  that 
the  body  of  our  adherents  there  are  the  (Hielic-speaking  natives  of  the  country. 
But  these  are  themselves  fiwt  aoquiriog  English,  there  is  a  sprinkling  of  purely 
English-speaking  worshippers  everywhere,  and  for  three  months  in  the  year  the 
countiy  is  flooded  with  visitors  from  all  parts  of  the  kingdom,  many  of  whom 
find  their  way  to  our  churches  on  the  Lord'a  day.  It  is  then  of  vast  importance 
that  our  Church  should  be  well  represented  there,  that  we  should  have  an  ample 
supply  of  men  ftilly  qualified  to  conduct  public  worship  in  both  tongues,  to  retain 
the  affection  and  esteem  of  the  native  Highlanders,  and  to  represent  not  only 
our  Church,  but  the  cause  of  the  Oospel  of  Jesus  Christ,  before  the  general  com- 
munity in  a  way  worthy  of  our  Scottish  Presbyterianism.  It  is  clear  that  if  we  are 
to  keep  our  position  we  must  have  ministers.  Principles,  valuable  though  they 
be,  won't  do.  And  I  confess  that  I  am  not  without  anziely  on  this  subject  at  thia 
very  time.  We  owe  much  to  those  who  have  aided  us  ao  efficiently  in  tiiis  matter, 
and  I  would  feel  that  I  had  made  a  grievous  omission  in  addressing  this  House  from 
this  chair  if  I  had  made  no  reference  to  the  admirable  work  of  the  ladies'  associa- 
tions in  Edinburgh,  Glasgow^  and  elsewhere,  which  have  done  so  much  to  foster  our 
rising  ministry.  But  more  is  necessary.  What  practical  steps  should  be  taken  I 
am  not  to  suggest  now,  but  I  would  suppose  that  an  important  and  most  pro- 
mising movement  in  a  right  direction  had  been  made  if  the  Aesembly  were  to 
appoint  a  committee  upon  th€  subject^  who  should  inquire  and  report  either  to  the 
Commission  or  to  a  future  Assembly.  I  take  upon  me  to  say  that  the  Church  will 
find  this  to  be  a  more  important  matter  than  at  first  sight  appears. 

Before  leaving  this  subject  of  our  Church  in  the  Highlands,  I  may  be  allowed  to 
express  my  admiration  of  the  scheme  for  paying  off  debts  upon  Highland  churches 
and  manses  devised  by  a  well-known  friend  of  the  Highlands,  and  a  few  coadjutors 
of  like  mind.  The  sum  to  be  raised  does  not  fall  below  £8000  at  least.  Tlie 
readiness  with  which  the  congregations  of  the  Free  Church  came  forward  at  the  call 
of  last  Assembly  to  aid  this  munificent  scheme  may  show  our  people  in  the  High- 
lands, if  such  was  necessary,  how  warmly  the  whole  Church  feels  towards  them,  and 
how  heartily  she  sympathises  with  them  In  their  peculiar  difficulties.  I  may  an- 
nounce that  the  money  necessary  for  paying  all  debts  under  £100  is  forwarded 
already. 

The  other  subject  to  which  I  would  advert  as  one  that  must  lie  very  near  the 
hearts  of  us  all  is  that  of  the  prospective  union  with  us  of  the  Reformed  Presby- 
terian Church.  Some  of  us  sought,  and  would  have  welcomed  a  wider  union,  but^ 
in  the  absence  of  that,  how  precious  is  this  instalment  of  what  is  so  Christian  and 
Christ-like  to  us  all  1  And  how  much  the  more  precious  when  we  can  enter  upon 
this  movement  with  an  undivided  Church.  It  is  something  for  this  Free  Church  to 
receive  into  Its  bosom,  and  to  be  accepted  as  cordially,  by  the  representatives  of 
Eichard  Cameron  and  the  firmest  and  most  resolute  of  the  old  Scottish  Covenan- 
ters— the  men  who  did  and  sufferod  so  much  to  seouro  for  ua  that  liberty  in  Church 
and  State  which  under  Qod  has  served  to  raise  this  nation  to  its  present  lofty  posi- 
tion .  That  a  Churoh  which  never  could  see  its  way  to  unite  with  us  while  connected 
with  the  State,  on  the  ground  that  in  that  condiUon  we  did  not  fully  represent,  as 
they  believed,  the  testimony  of  the  Scottish  Refonners,  should  see  its  way  now, 
cordially,  and  without  scrapie  of  conscience,  to  Join  with  ns  in  our  present  position, 
is  a  high  testimony  to  the  real  character  of  that  position,  and  to  the  soundness  of 
the  claim  which  we  make  to  represent  the  national  historical  Church  of  Scotland, 
as  they  claim  to  do  themselves.  It  is  an  event  of  no  small  interest  in  the  history 
of  the  Scottish  Church  to  see  the  successors  of  Riohard  Cameron  and  Thomas  Chal- 
mers embracing  as  Christian  brothren,  and  casting  in  their  lot  together.  If  there 
be  some  who  withdraw  from  ns,  surely  the  loss  is  more  than  eomponaated  by  such  a 
gain  as  this. 

In  closing  this  address,  I  have  again  to  eeitmyMlf  on  yonr  indalgence.    Kot 
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that  I  hare  any  fear  for  tho  order  and  regularity  with  wUeh  the  bnBiness  of  the 
UoDse  will  be  condacted.  We  in  oar  Presbyterian  Churches  are  too  mach  accQS- 
tomed  to  the  oondnet  of  pablle  affiilrs  not  to  know  how  to  deal  with  all  the  quea- 
tiona  that  come  before  as  in  a  way  fitted  to  maintain  the  dignity,  the  honoor,  and 
the  parity  of  the  Charch  of  ChriBt  It  has  been  so  hitherto  in  the  G^ieral  Assem- 
blies of  the  Free  Charch  of  Scotland.  I  doabt  not,  with  Ood's  blessing,  it  will  be 
so  now.  Let  as  carry  with  as,  for  this  end,  a  deep  sense  of  our  need  of  the 
Master's  presence  and  power.  Let  us  plead  the  great  promise,  "  Behold  I  am  with 
you  always,  even  to  the  end  of  the  world;''  and  may  we  have  cause  to  say,  with  joy- 
ful hearts,  when  the  business  of  this  Assembly  is  brought  to  a  close,  that  "  the  Lord 
hss  been  the  gioiy  in  the  midst  of  us."  Many  pnyers  hare  been  ofiered  up  for  this 
Assembly.  These  prayers  will  not  be  in  yain.  He  whom  we  own  as  our  Head  and 
Master  is  a  piayer-hearing  God.  Let  us  earnestly  strive  in  our  deliberations  to  take 
counsel  with  Him,  and  to  take  Him  in  all  we  do  as  "  the  lamp  of  our  feet  and  the 
light  of  our  path."  On  this  18th  day  of  May  1876,  the  anniversary  not  of  her  birth, 
but  of  her  separation  from  the  State,  msy  this  Free  Church  of  Scotland  enter, 
through  divine  grace,  on  a  fresh  career  of  earnest  effort  and  active  nsefulnesB  in  the 
gloriona  service  of  her  great  Hesd  and  Master. 

LOTAL  AODREBS  TO  THB  QUEIV. 

On  the  motion  of  Dr.  MOODY  STUART,  a  oommlttee  was  appointed  to  prepare 
an  address  to  the  Queen  on  the  anniversaiy  of  her  birth. 

TBI  Busnnss  oomasm — thjs  union. 

The  Assembly  next  appointed  the  Business  Committee — Bev.  Dr.  Bainy,  Con- 
vener-^and  that  committee  was  instructed  to  arrange  the  business  in  such  order  as 
to  enable  the  Assembly  to  overtake  matters  which  cannot  be  postponed  previously 
to  twelve  o'clock  noon  on  Thursday,  25th  May,  and  to  reserve,  to  be  afterwards  dis- 
posed of,  such  business  as  might  be  taken  up  along  with  the  members  of  the  Be- 
formed  Presbyterian  Synod  after  the  union. 

The  Committee  for  printing  the  Acts  of  Assembly  and  the  Committees  on  Bills 
and  Overtures  were  then  appointed. 

BUSINESS  OH  VBIDAT  ZVXNINO. 

Dr.  BAINT  announced  that  on  Friday  evening  the  business  taken  up  would  be 
the  Beport  of  the  Committee  on  the  Conversion  of  the  Jews,  which  would  be  pre- 
sented by  Dr.  Moody  Stuart. 

The  Assembly  adjourned  shortly  after  three  o'clock,  to  meet  on  Friday  at  one 
o'clock. 


FBIDAT,  MAY  19. 

The  General  Assembly  of  the  Free  Chnnsh  of  Scotland  met  again  to-day — Dr. 
M'Lauehlan^  Edinburgh,  Moderator. 

After  devotional  ezereises,  the  minutes  of  the  previous  day's  sederunt  were  read. 

MINISTEBS  TO  FBXAGH  IN  THX  HALL. 

The  General  Assembly  appointed  Dr.  John  James  Black,  minister  of  the  High 
Church,  Inverness,  to  lecture  and  preaeh  in  the  Assembly  Hall  in  the  forenoon ;  Mr. 
John  Hamilton,  minister  of  the  West  Church,  Glasgow,  to  preach  in  the  afternoon ; 
snd  Mr.  John  Maepherson,  minister  ef  Hilltown  Church,  Dundee,  to  preach  in  the 
evening  of  Sabbath,  21st  May.  They  further  appointed  Mr.  George  H.  Knight, 
minister  at  Dollar,  to  leeture  and  preaeh  in  the  forenoon ;  Mr.  William  Balfour, 
minister  of  Helyrood  Church,  Edinburgh,  to  preaeh  in  the  afternoon ;  and  Mr.  John 
Maepherson,  minister  at  Lochalsh,  to  preach  in  the  evening  of  Sabbath,  28th  May. 
ihd  Assembly  also  instructed  Dr.  Black,  when  preaching  in  the  forenoon  of  21  st 
May,  to  urge  tlw  claims  of  the  Society  for  the  Benefit  of  the  Sons  and  Daughters  of 
the  Cleigy. 


12  BETUBNS  AKEirr  OOLLEGTIONS. 


BBTUBHS  AXmrr  OOLLECnOVB. 

The  Assembly  c&lled  for  the  schedales  and  liflta  anent  GolleetioiiB,  and  for  the 
Beport  and  Statement  of  the  Clerks  thereanent,  in  tenns  of  the  deliTeranee  of 
Aaeemblj  in  1860  and  1864.  The  schedules  and  Uste  were  prodoeed  and  laid  on 
the  table. 

The  following  statement  thereanent  on  the  part  of  the  Clerks  was  read  by  Dr. 
Wilson : — 

It  appears  from  the  returns  that  daring  last  year  there  were  18  Presbyteries  in 
all  the  oongregationa  of  which  all  the  collections  appointed  by  last  Ctoneral  Assem- 
bly have  been  made.  Besides  these,  it  appears  that  in  eight  Presbyteries  only  one 
coogregation  has  failed  in  making  one  of  the  collections  appointed,  and  of  these  one 
Presbytery  might  fairly  enoogh  be  classed  among  the  first  18,  for  in  regard  to  the 
single  failure  it  is  reported  that  the  collection  was  appointed  to  be  made  on  two 
different  Sabbaths,  but  both  days  were  so  stormy  that  no  congregation  assembled. 
In  the  remaining  46  Presbyteries  the  failures  are  more  numerous,  although  in  seve- 
ral of  them  only  two  of  the  appointed  collections  had  not  been  made.  In  two  Pres- 
byteries, each  with  eleven  congregations,  it  appears  that  only  three  of  them  in  one 
case,  and  four  of  them  in  another,  have  made  all  the  collections  appointed.  In  two 
Presbyteries,  each  with  nine  congregations,  only  three  of  them  iutd  made  all  the 
collections.  The  number  of  cases  in  which  there  has  been  a  failure  in  making  the 
appointed  collections  will  be  best  shown  by  stating  the  number  of  failures  in  mining 
the  collections  for  each  aeheme  separately.  Thus,  it  appears  that  81  cong^regationa 
have  failed  in  making  the  collection  for  the  College  Fund,  53  for  the  Continent,  28 
for  the  Highlands  and  Islands,  18  for  the  conversion  of  Jews,  46  for  home  evangeli- 
sation, 87  for  Colonial  Scheme,  20  for  Foreign  Missions,  21  for  Home  Missions,  and 
94  for  ante-Disruption  ministers.  During  last  year,  as  in  previous  years,  there 
have  been  fewest  failures  in  making  the  collection  for  the  conversion  of  the  Jews, 
and  the  largest  number  of  failures  in  making  the  collection  for  the  ante-Disruption 
ministers.  In  regard  to  the  latter  of  these  two  collections,  however,  there  are  con- 
siderably fewer  failures  than  In  several  previous  years,  which  is  perhaps  due  to  the 
fact  that  the  fund  raised  by  this  collection  is  now  partly  destined  to  the  Aged  and 
Infirm  Ministers*  Fund.  The  resson  assigned  on  the  part  of  a  good  many  of  the 
congregations  for  not  making  the  appointed  collectionB  is  the  multitude  of  aneh 
collections.  This  reason  occurs  with  greater  frequency  than  usual  this  year,  proba- 
bly owing  to  the  fact  that  last  Assembly  appointed  ten  collections  to  be  made,  in- 
cluding a  collection  for  foreign  missions  in  those  congregations  in  which  there  is  no 
association.  Of  these  ten  collections,  that  made  for  tiie  liquidation  of  debt  on 
Highland  churches  and  manses  has  not  been  reported  ss  yet,  although  the  returns 
that  had  been  received  indicate  a  very  £ivoureble  result  Besides  the  multitude  of 
collections,  the  most  prevalent  reasons  assigned  for  failing  4o  make  an  appointed 
colleclion  are  the  illness  or  absence  of  the  ministers,  and  the  pressure  of  local 
claims.  During  the  past  year  also  a  considerable  mumber  of  the  failures  are  said 
to  be  due  to  the  severity  of  the  storm  at  the  time  the  collection  fell  to  be  made. 
Upon  the  whole,  however,  it  is  gratifying  to  find  that  there  seems  to  be  an  increasing 
desire  on  the  part  of  ministers  and  congregations  to  respond  to  the  claims  made  by 
the  General  Assembly.  It  is  earnestly  hoped  that  there  will  from  year  to  year  be 
auch  progress  in  this  direction,  that  ere  long  the  need  of  such  a  statement  as  this 
will  he  superseded  by  all  the  congregations  making  all  the  appointed  collections. 
It  tends  much  to  foster  spiritual  life  in  congregations  when  they  are  led  to  take  a 
hearty  interest  in  the  whole  work  which  the  Church  is  canying  on  at  home  and 
abroad. 

Dr.  THOMAS  SMITH  said  it  seemed  to  him  that  the  Assembly  should  take 
up  this  matter  and  deal  with  it  more  stringently.  '  It  seemed  to  him  an  improper 
thing  that  so  many  collections  shouki  be  omitted  by  some  oongregationa.  The 
excuse  made  that  there  were  too  many  was  not  a  good  one,  because  the  average 
collection  of  the  congregation  was  dedncted  from  every  special  collection.  Minis, 
ten  did  not  do  justice  to  their  people  when  they  deprived  them  of  an  opportunity 
of  giving  a  farthing  to  some  of  the  schemes  of  the  Ohorch,  such  as  foreign  missions. 
It  was  a  thing  that  ought  not  to  be  tolerated  that  twenty  of  the  congregations  of 
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our  ChurcK  sboiild  be  absolately  prohibited  by  their  miniBterB  or  deacons'  coDrts 
from  eontribatiiig  towards  the  extension  of  the  kingdom  of  Christ  in  the  world. 

The  Assembly  approred  of  the  statement,  and  appointed  it  to  be  printed  in  the 
"Daily  Proceedings." 

The  Aasembly  appointed  the  schedules  and  lists  to  be  dealt  with  in  terms  of  the 
deliTeranee  of  the  Aasembly  thereanent  in  1860 ;  and  the  Assembly  also  renewed  all 
the  instmctions  giTcn  by  the  Assemblies  of  1860  and  1864  to  the  Clerks  of  Assem- 
bly, to  Presbyteries,  and  to  Committees. 

Fnrther,  on  the  recommendation  of  the  Assembly  Arrangements'  Committee, 
under  a  remit  of  last  Assembly,  the  Assembly  resolyed,  That  in  addition  to  the  in- 
formation famished  to  the  Clerks  of  Assembly  with  a  riew  to  their  submitting  a 
Report  to  the  Aasembly  as  to  the  collections  appointed  to  be  made  in  congregations, 
the  Clerks  shonld  also  be  furnished  with  information  as  to  the  total  amount  realised 
for  each  scheme,  so  sa  to  compare  it  with  the  amount  realised  on  the  occasion  of  a 
previous  collection,  and  the  General  Treasarer  is  instructed  to  famish  such  infor- 
mation in  dne  time. 

DEPUTDEB  VBOX  BISTIB  OHUBOHn. 

The  Assembly  took  up  the  Beport  of  the  Committee  on  Assembly  Arrange- 
ments, as  far  as  relates  to  deputies  from  sister  Churches,  and,  in  accordance  with 
the  recommendation  of  the  committee,  the  Assembly  resolve  that  a  conference  be 
held  with  the  Deputies  from  Ireland  and  England  and  the  Assembly  Arrangements 
Committee  during  the  time  of  the  meeting  of  Assembly,  for  considering  tiie  best 
way  of  carrying  on  the  intercourse  of  the  Churches  for  the  future ;  said  conference 
to  consider  whether  the  system  of  deputations  be  continued,  or  that  of  coresponding 
membership ;  if  the  deputations  are  continued,  whether  they  should  be  appointed 
annually,  or  at  longer  intervals ;  whether  the  number  of  speakers  should  be  limited ; 
whether  the  Deputies  should  be  asked  to  take  part  in  mission  conferences,  or  con- 
ferences on  the  state  of  religion,  or  other  practical  matters. 

Sir  HENBY  MONCBEIPF  submitted  the  following  suggestions  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Assembly : — 

"  1.  That  a  gentleman  connected  with  the  offices  of  the  Church  be  requested  to 
take  charge  of  local  arrangements  for  the  deputies  from  England  and  Ireland ;  and 
as  Mr.  Hope,  secretary  of  the  Colonial  and  Continental  Committees,  has  been  in  the 
habit  of  doing  this  with  regard  to  colonial  and  continental  deputies,  it  would  be  the 
best  arrangement  if  he  were  to  take  charge  of  the  others  too.  Mr.  Hope  has  kindly 
expressed  himself  willing  to  undertake  this.  2.  That  Mr.  Hope  be  requested  to 
ascertain  what  deputies  are  coming  to  the  Assembly,  to  make  arrangements  for 
their  accommodation  in  Edinburgh,  to  get  them  introduced  to  the  Moderator  as 
soon  as  they  enter  the  Assembly,  and  be  helpful  to  them  in  any  other  suitable  ways 
during  their  stay  in  Edinburgh.  8.  That  the  deputation  seat  be  kept  excluBively 
for  deputies,  and  that  the  officer  of  the  Assembly  be  instructed  to  see  that  this 
order  is  compiled  with.  On  days  when  the  Assembly  is  specially  crowded  this 
regulation  to  be  observed  only  till  the  Moderator  enters,  or  till  after  the  reading  of 
the  minntea.  4.  That  the  Moderator  be  requested  to  give  to  the  deputies  the  entree 
to  his  breakfasts  on  all  the  days  when  they  are  held.  6.  That  one  of  the  officers  of 
the  Aasembly  be  appointed  to  aid  Mr.  Hope  in  showing  due  attention  to  the  depu- 
Ues." 

The  Assembly  sanctioned  the  arrangements,  and  remitted  to  the  committee  to 
make  suitable  arrangements  for  a  conference. 

The  Assembly  authorised  the  committee  to  recommend  deputies  to  the  Presby- 
terian Chiftch  in  Ireland. 

OASES  WITH   CLOSED  D00B& 

The  Assembly  took  up  the  Report  of  the  Assembly  Arrangements'  Committee, 
80  far  as  regarda  the  remit  made  to  them  by  last  Assembly  to  prepare  a  Standing 
Older  in  reference  to  cases  conducted  with  closed  doors,  and,  in  accordance  with 
the  recommendation  of  the  committee,  the  Assembly  adopted  the  following  Standing 
Order : — 

"6.  (1.)  That  the  Clerks  of  Assembly  shall  not  issue  the  papers  to  the  members 
of  Assembly  with  reference  to  cases  which  they  think  require  to  be  conducted  with 
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closed  doors  antll  speciallj  inBtroeted  by  the  Assembly  to  do  so,  bnt  shall  report 
sach  cases  to  the  convener  of  the  Business  Committee,  for  its  informstioii,  imme- 
diately after  its  appointment 

**  (2.)  That  the  Business  Committee  shall,  in  their  first  report^  specify  toy  ess» 
which,  in  their  judgment^  requires  to  be  conducted  with  closed  doors;  and  any  ease 
which  does  not  appear  to  them  of  that  character,  although  the  Clerks  may  have  re- 
ported it  as  such. 

"(8.)  That,  in  all  cases  thus  reported  on  by  the  Business  ConunHtee,  the 
Assembly  shall  itself  determine,  by  a  special  deliveranoe,  at  what  stage  of  the  pro- 
ceedings the  papers  shall  be  issued  to  the  members.    And 

**  (4.)  That  in  every  case  which  the  Assembly  appoints  to  be  eondncted  with 
closed  doors,  the  instruction  to  issue  the  papers  shall  be  accompanied  by  a  special 
exhortation  to  the  members  to  keep  them  private." 

Sf  ATB  OF  BBUOIOH  AHD  XORAIA. 

The  report  on  this  subject  was  given  in  by  Dr,  Julius  Wood.  (Appendix 
No.  XX.) 

Dr.  JCILIUS  WOOD  directed  attention  to  the  reports  of  the  evangelistic  deputies 
appointed  to  visit  certain  Presbyteries,  as  fitted  greatly  to  encourage  them.  He 
thought  the  tide  of  spiritual  life  was  rising  in  the  country,  and  probably  never  was 
higher  than  at  present.  There  was  a  very  considerable  variety  in  the  agencies  employed 
in  bringing  about  thisTesult.  This  showed  them,  he  thoaght,  that  the  movement 
was  from  God,  and  was  not  of  man's  getting  up ;  and  it  might  also  lead  them  to  be 
tolerant  of  some  things  in  the  modes  of  evangelising,  though  they  did  not  altogether 
approve  of  them.  He  has  avoided  speakiog  in  the  report  of  the  various  hindnnees 
to  religion  and  morality,  nor  did  he  mean  to  refer  to  them  now.  He  felt  that  thai 
would  be  intruding  into  the  province  of  other  committees  of  the  Church  which  had 
yet  to  report,  such  as  the  committees  on  the  Sabbath,  on  Tempeianoe,  and  on  the 
Home  Missions.  He  was  glad  to  notice  from  the  Registrar- General's  returns  an 
improvement  in  the  unpleasant  subject  of  illegitimacy.  He  did  not  further  allude 
to  it  than  by  expressing  doubt  as  to  the  advisableness  of  holding  evening  services 
on  Sundays  in  country  districts.  He  thought  it  would  be  more  for  edification  were 
the  public  services  to  be  conducted  during  the  day,  and  were  the  evening  left  for 
famUy  catechising  and  conversation  on  what  was  heard  during  the  day.  He  did 
not  think  there  was  much  good  in  collecting  people  in  the  evenings  of  the  Sabbath 
in  country  districts  for  the  purpose  of  public  worship.  He  begged  leave  to  intimate 
his  resignation  of  the  convenership  of  this  committee,  and  to  say  how  interesting 
and  pleasant. it  had  been  to  Mm  to  discharge  its  duties  during  the  many  years  he 
had  has  the  privilege  and  honour  to  hold  iL 

Mr.  PERGUSON  of  Kinmundy  (elder)  said— At  the  request  of  the  committee  I 
rise  to  move  the  adoption  of  this  report,  I  shall  not  require  to  trespass  at  any  length 
on  the  time  of  the  House,  and  I  do  not  desire  to  do  so,  for  I  believe  that  inatead  of  my 
entering  into  any  details  on  the  matter  contained  in  the  report,  it  will  be  asore  Interest 
ing  if  brethren  from  various  parts  of  the  country,  where  special  work  lias  been  going  on, 
and  where  special  blessing  has  been  vouchsafed,  were  to  give  us  their  experienee.  For 
instance,  we  have  it  in  the  document  that  a  very  interesting  movement  is  going  on 
at  Lybster,  and  that  a  very  special  blessing  has  been  vouchsafed  at  Poltneytown. 
Both  Mr  Lee  and  Mr  Stevenson  are  members  of  this  House.  1  do  not  kno^  if  they 
are  present,  but  I  hope  they  are,  and  that  they  will  favour  us  with  a  few  words. 
Special  work  is  also  reported  from  the  West  of  Scotland,  firom  the  neighbourhood  of 
Stirling,  and  elsewhere,  and  I  am  sure  short  reports  from  these  places  will  be  most 
acceptable  to  the  Assembly.  I  will  only  say  farther  of  the  report  generally,  that  it 
presents  us  with  statements  which  call  for  the  deepest  gratitude  and  thanks  to  God 
for  what  He  has  been  doing  amongst  us,  and  ground  for  much  encoursgement  to  be 
more  abundant  in  e£fort  and  ser?ice  for  the  time  to  come.  We  have  evidence  here 
of  the  steady  progress  of  a  work  of  grace  from  almost  all  sectiona  of  the  kingdom, 
and  this  calls  us  to  persevere  in  prayer  and  labour  for  still  Airther  blessing. 

You  have  heard,  1  am  sure  with  deep  regret,  from  Dr.  Wood,  that  he  is  constrained  to 
retire  from  the  position  he  has  held  so  long  as  convener  of  this  committee,  and  that  we 
have  now  for  the  laat  time  heard  him  bri£^  np  the  report  which  year  by  year  In  his 
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liands  hu  been  lo  inatnicting  and  instrncttTe.  I  may  be  pennltted  to  read  an  extract 
from  the  Minotes  of  the  Ooxnmittee,  the  purport  of  whieh  I  propose  to  embody  in  the 
deliTerance  of  the  Hooite — "  The  committee  leare  it  to  another  meeting  to  record 
their  deep  sympathy  with  Dr.  Wood  on  the  state  of  Ms  health,  which  renders  his 
resignation  of  the  oonvenership  of  this  committee  necessary :  their  great  regard 
for  him  personally,  and  their  deep  sense  of  the  Taloable  senrices  he  has  rendered  to 
the  Church  and  to  the  caose  of  Christ  in  the  land,  by  the  Christian  wisdom  and 
seal  displayed  by  him  as  oonTcner  of  this  important  committee  of  the  Church."  I 
am  sore  the  whole  of  this  Honse  will  join  in  these  expressions  of  regard  for  Dr. 
Wood.  I  am  further  to  state  to  the  House,  that  the  committee  unanimously  soggest 
that  the  Bey.  Alexander  Mackenzie  of  .Free  Tolbooth  be  appointed  the  convener. 
He  has  for  long  given  a  great  deal  of  attention  and  valuable  service  to  the  work  of 
the  committee,  a^  is  intimately  acquainted  with  its  operations ;  and  we  further  desire 
to  assoeiate  with  him,  as  vice-convener,  the  Bev.  J.  H.  Wilson  of  the  Barclay  Free 
Church. 

i  have  only  further  to  refer  to  the  deputations.  The  Highland  Presbyteries 
visited  last  year  were  Lome  and  Mull,  and  Mr.  Mackenzie  of  Kilmorack  will 
speak  of  the  visits  there.  In  the  lowlands,  or  semi-lowlands,  Ellon  and  Deer  were 
visited.  The  Bev.  lir.  Cowan  of  Perth  irill  address  the  House  regarding  these 
plaees.  As  resident  in  one  of  the  parishes  visited,  I.  desire  to  bear  my  earnest 
testimony  to  the  value  of  these  visits,  in  stirring  up  the  people,  imparting  a  livelier 
sense  of  our  unity  as  a  Church,  and  testifying  to  the  interest  the  Assembly  takes  in 
all  the  congregations  of  the  Church. 

For  the  coming  year,  the  committee  propose  to  ask  the  Assembly  to  appoint 
deputies  to  visit  the  Presbyteries  of  Ayr  in  the  Synod  of  Ayr,  and  those  of  Skye 
and  Uist  in  the  Synod  of  Glenelg — ^and  hope  to  submit  other  names  for  the  approval 
of  the  House  before  it  rises.  I  will  not  detain  the  House  longer  fiom  hearing  the 
interesting  statements  which  I  expect  will  be  laid  before  it;  and  as  the  full 
deliverance  cannot  be  completed  now,  I  content  myself  with  simply  moving  the 
adoption  of  the  report 

Mr.  MACKENZIE,  Kilmorack,  and  Mr.  COWAN,  Perth,  the  depaties  of  last  year 
to  the  Presbyteries,  then  addressed  the  Assembly,  the  latter  referring  especially  to 
the  &ct  that  spiritual  life  in  Aberdeenshire  prevsils  largely  in  the  Free  Church. 

The  Earl  of  KIKTOBE  said  that,  though  the  more  marked  wave  of  revival  did 
not  come  now  so  prominently  before  them,  still  it  must  be  admitted  that  the 
Christian  life  of  the  oountry  was  running  into  a  more  steady,  deep,  and  permanent 
tide.  They  had  before  heard  with  pleasure  of  the  extraordinary  means  of  grace  at 
work  in  the  country  for  some  time.  Now  when  they  heard  that  the  result  was 
that  the  ordinary  means  of  grace  were  strongly  and  deeply  influencing  the  life  of 
their  people,  he  thought  they  ought  to  thank  God  and  take  courage.  The  clergy 
and  laity  of  out  land  were  evidently  being  more  knit  together  in  the  work  that  had 
been  occupying  their  attention. 

The  motion  was  carried. 

DHFDTT  10  AMEBIOA. 

On  the  motion  of  Dr.  BAINY,  seconded  by  Mr.  KIDSTON,  the  General  Assembly 
having  heard  that  the  Colonial  Committee  have  appointed  the  Bev.  Mr.  Somerville, 
Glasgow,  their  deputy  to  the  Churches  of  Canada  and  the  United  States,  authorised 
him  to  appear  in  the  name  and  as  the  representative  of  the  Assembly  wherever  he 
may  find  opportunities  of  conferring  with  Christian  brethren  as  to  the  work  of  the 
Lord,  or  of  exercising  his  evangelistic  gifts  in  preaching  or  otherwise  during  his 
stay  in  America^  and  it  sent  its  hearty  Christian  salutation  to  all  that  love  the  Lord 
there. 

Mr.  SOMEBYILLE  said  he  had  been  supported  in  India  by  the  sympathy  and 
prayers  of  Christian  brethren  at  home.  He  asked  that  when  he  crossed  the  At- 
lantic a  second  time  in  their  service,  he  might  count  upon  the  sympathy  and  prayers 
of  this  Assembly  and  of  the  Church. 

The  Assembly  thereafter  engaged  fbr  a  short  time  in  devotional  exercises, 
adyooming  at  a  quarter  to  four  o'clock. 
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EVENING  SEDERUNT. 

The  Aflsembly  met  again  in  the  evening  at  aeven  o'clock— Dr  M'Lanehlan, 
Moderator. 

t 

OOHlfmSB  OH  BX7SIHVB& 

Dr.  BAIN  Y  gave  in  the  following  report  as  to  the  order  of  biiBiness : — 

To-DAT. — 1,  Report  of  the  Committee  for  preparing  an  Addreea  to  the  Qaeen ; 
2,  Synod's  records,  and  records  on  Standing  Orders  to  be  called  for ;  8,  Committee 
to  be  named  to  class  Returns  to  OYcrtares ;  4,  Cases  proposed  to  be  referred  to 
Committees — ^Applications  anent,  (1)  CoUeagaes,  successors,  and  assistants,  and 
grants  from  Aged  and  Infirm  Ministers'  Fand ;  (2)  Sanctioning  charges ;  (8)  Students 
and  ministers  from  other  Churches ;  (4)  The  sale  and  transference  of  property ;  5, 
Appointment  of  Committee  to  prepare  Act  anent  Collections;  6,  The  Orange  case, 
and  petition  from  the  Presbytery  of  Strathbogie ;  7,  Pollockshiels  case ;  8,  Marj- 
kirk  ease;  9,  OFertures  anent  proclamation  of  bans;  10,  Report  of  Committee  om 
Church  Bates  ;  11,  Report  of  Committee  on  Marriage  Affinity;  12,  Beport  of  Coia- 
mittee  on  Psalmody;  18,  Report  on  Paraphrases  and  Hymns;  14,  Motion  to  dis- 
charge the  Citation  of  the  Queen  Street,  In?emess,  congregation. 

Monday.  —  1,  Committee  on  Distribution  of  Probationers ;  2,  Quinquennial 
Visitation  of  the  New  College ;  8,  Overtures  anent  Students  and  Colleges ;  4,  Report 
of  College  Committee ;  6,  An  order  of  the  day  at  half-past  two  o'clock  to  bring  on 
Report  of  the  Committee  on  Election  of  Principal  and  Professors  of  Aberdeen 
College;  6,  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Records  of  the  Disruption.  £veninf^ — 
Report  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Missions,  with  relative  overtures. 

Tuesday. — 1,  Overtures  anent  the  Principles  of  the  Church  ;  2,  Report  of  the 
Committee  on  General  Presbyterian  CounciL  Evening, — Report  of  the  Colonial 
Committee. 

Wednesday. — 1,  Report  of  Committee  en  Equal  Dividend  Platform,  with  re- 
lative overtures ;  2,  Report  of  Committees  en  Congregations  giviug  less  than  £50; 
8,  General  Report  of  the  Sustentation  Fund  Committee ;  4,  An  order  of  the  day  at 
three  o'clock  in  order  to  hear  a  deputation  from  the  English  Presbyterian  Church. 
Evening, — 1,  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Home  Missions,  with  overtures  anent 
employment  of  ordained  ministers  as  evangelists;  2,  Report  of  Committee  on 
the  Extension  of  Building  Fund. 

Thubsday.  —  1,  Report  of  Committee  on  Church  and  Manse  Building ;  % 
Beport  of  Commission  on  Transference  and  Sale  of  Schools ;  8,  Report  of  Commit- 
tee on  Anti-Disruption  Ministers'  Fond ;  4,  Order  of  the  day  at  twelve  o'clock  to 
receive  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Union  with  the  Reformed  Presbyterian 
Church,  and  proceedings  with  reference  to  the  onion.  Evening, — ^Address  and 
devotional  exercises  in  connection  with  union. 

Fbiday. — 1,  Conference  on  the  state  of  Morals  and  Religion ;  2,  Report  of  the 
Committee  on  Education ;  8,  Report  of  Committee  on  Temperance.  Evening. — 1, 
Deputation  from  Presbyterian  Church  of  Ireland ;  2,  Report  of  Committee  on  High- 
lands. 

OONVXBfflON  OF  THE  JEWS. 

The  report  on  this  subject  was  presented  by  Dr.  Moody  Stuart — ^The  ordinary 
income  for  the  year,  of  which  £79  was  reeeived  for  Hungarian  and  Bohemian  bur- 
saries, amounts  to  £5191.  The  ordinary  expenditure  is  £4901,  of  which  £286  has 
been  for  Hungarian  and  Bohemian  bursaries.  There  remains  at  the  committee's 
credit,  for  nine  months'  current  expenses  of  the  mission,  until  the  next  collection  is 
made  in  December,  £8471.  The  legacies  received  are  £500  less  than  In  any  of  the 
three  preceding  years.  This  is  always  an  uncertain  source  of  revenue.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  annual  collection  has  yielded  £350  more  than  in  the  preceding  year.  De- 
tails were  given  of  the  working  of  the  missions  in  Constantinople,  Amsterdam, 
Breslau,  Prague,  and  Pesth.  One  Bohemian  and  three  Hungarian  students  have 
been  studying  for  the  ministij  in  the  New  College  during  the  past  winter.  The 
Ladies  Associations  in  Edinburgh,  Glasgow,  Dundee,  Aberdeen,  Paisley,  and  else- 
where are  doing  good  work,  which  is  acknowledged  in  the  report. 
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Dr.  MOODT  STUART  deliTered  a  moat  intereating  addreis  in  laying  the  report 
Itefore  ih«  Aisembly.  He  laid — ^In  laying  their  report  on  your  table,  the  committee 
have  to  thank  the  eongregationa  of  the  Chnreh  for  their  liberality.  The  annual  col- 
leetion  ia  larger  than  in  preyiona  years,  and  a  larger  namber  of  eongregationa  have 
returned  eoUeeUona  for  the  Jews  than  for  any  other  of  the  eehemea  of  the  Chnrcb. 
The  regular  work  at  the  different  etatlons  haa  gone  on  aa  uaaal ;  but  the  moat  viaible 
fruit  hu  been  thia  year  at  Conatantinople,  where  no  fewer  than  eleven  of  the  chil- 
dren of  larael  have  been  baptized  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jeans.  The  Charch  of 
Chriat  ia  often  boilt  in  troabloua  timea,  and  it  may  be  that  the  bleaaing  haa  aome 
connection  with  the  critical  atate  of  the  country.  I  would  call  the  attention  of  my 
brethren  to  theae  four  thinga — What  others  are  now  aaying  of  the  Jews,  what  the 
JewB  are  now  saying  of  themaelvea,  what  they  are  now  aaying  of  ua,  and  what  we 
may  now  think  and  aay  and  do  for  them.  1.  What  othera  are  aaying  of  the  Jewa. 
On  thia  I  ahall  read  an  extract  from  Scotland,  from  England,  and  from  France.  In 
a  recent  number  of  the  Edinburgh  Review  we  find  thia  pasaage  : — "  The  annals  of 
Israel  present,  and  have  presented  for  forty  centuries,  a  unique  phenomenon  in  his- 
tory. .The  Jews  alone  have  emerged,  living  and  unchanged,  from  the  remotest  anti- 
quity to  the  nineteenth  century.  Their  present  power  and  influence  in  human  affairs 
ia  perhi^s  greater  than  ever  it  was  before ;  and  we  doubt  not,  though  probably  in 
aome  manner  unforeaeen  by  the  interpretera  of  prophecy,  that  the  ulterior  destinies 
of  the  Hebrew  people  will  continue  to  mark  their  track  fn  the  history  of  mankind." 
The  Jewa  aa  a  nation  have  "  emerged ; "  they  have  riaen  in  our  own  day  out  of  the 
depths  of  contempt  and  neglect,  and  have  come  to  the  surface  again.  Yet  few  are 
struck  with  thia  change,  which  an  Engliah  writer  puts  in  these  words — 

"  Nothing  in  our  time  is  more  remarkable  than  the  change  in  the  kiod  of  interest 
which  is  taken  in  the  future  and  character  of  the  Hebrew  race.  For  ages  Christians 
have  had  rather  an  archsBological  heed  of  the  people  who  were  their  religious  ances- 
tors, and  have  limited  their  concern  to  the  religious  books  and  the  ancient  doings 
of  a  nation  once  the  people  of  God,  but  who  forfeited  their  right  by  the  rejection  of 
Chriaty  and  virtually  became  heathen.  Since  that  fatal  act  the  Jews  have  been  as 
good  aa  dead  to  a  vast  majority  of  the  Christian  world,  and  have  been  known  only  as 
subjeeta  of  persecution  and  outrage  of  every  kind.  But  all  that  is  strangely  changed. 
The  lost  honour  of  the  Jews  has  been  restored.  The  persecutions  have  ceased.  The 
Jews  are  in  the  high  places  of  trust  and  power-— Ministers  of  Finance,  Ministers 
of  Education^  peers  of  the  realm,  mayors  of  great  cities,  senators  in  the  Assembly, 
'  eloae  counaeUora  of  the  kbga.  But  ao  ailently  haa  thia  change  in  the  position  of  the 
Jewish  community  of  late  years  been  brought  about,  that  it  seems  to  have  attracted 
Tery  little  notice.  It  has  been  accepted  as  a  matter  of  course." 
Again,  a  thoughtful  French  author  writes : — 

"  The  Jewa  attract  at  the  present  day,  to  a  greater  degree  than  at  any  previous 
period,  the  attention  of  the  world.  The  cause  of  their  long  melancholy  history  with 
no  vitality  ia  written  in  the  Old  and  New  Teataments.  It  ia  the  mystery  of  Qod's 
joatioe — ^Uie  moat  remarkable  and  significant  of  all  events  recorded  in  the  annals 
of  humanity.  But  with  the  Jews  of  our  day  there  has  arisen  a  new  situation,  evi- 
dently transitory — ^they  float  between  the  past  and  the  future.  They  do  not  wish 
for  Christianity;  and  they  pursue  with  an  implacable  zeal  those  few  amongst 
them  who  have  believed  this  revelation.  Yet  everywhere  there  is,  as  it  were,  a 
shaking  of  the  bones  amongst  Israelites.  From  every  quarter  of  the  globe  where 
they  are  dispersed  they  are  agitating  and  aspiring  after  a  new  order  of  things. 
The  present  time  is  evidently  a  transitionary  state  between  the  immobility  of  the 
paat  eighteen  centuries  and  a  future  regeneration,  which  can  only  be  effected  by 
the  gospel." 

2.  What  the  Jews  are  saying  of  themselves.  They  say,  first,  that  the  present 
state  of  religious  opinion  in  this  and  other  countries  is  a  loud  call  to  theui  to  be 
the  Lords  "  witnesses ; '*  to  testify  for  the  God  of  the  Bible  against  materialism  and 
atheism.  This  call  they  are  constantly  urging  in  their  publications,  and  in  their 
sermons,  from  which  we  qaote  a  single  example,  on  the  occasion  of  the  Passover 
last  month : — 

**  The  Rev.  Profeaaor  Marka  preached  at  the  Berkeley  Street  Synago;;ne  from  2d 
Chroniclea  zxz.,  taking  into  his  text  the  address  delivered  by  King  Hezekiah  on 
the  occasion  of  the  festival  which  the  Scripture  describes  as  '  the  memorable  Piias- 
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oyer.'  The  preacher  udd— We  move  in  oar  own  times  amidst  suefa  an  eztnordi- 
nary  tranBitiou  of  opinion  as  regards  the  divine  element  in  the  Bible,  that  ve 
Jews  require  more  than  ever  to  be  reminded  of  oar  sacred  mission  as '  witnesses 
of  the  Ijord.*  Rationalism  and  positivism  were  rampant,  and  the  popalar  scientLGe 
literature  had  become  so  disintegrating  and  destructiye,  that  it  employed  eveiy 
artifice  of  speculation  to  discredit  the  idea  of  a  revelation  of  moral  troth.  Nay,  more, 
it  ignored  the  bare  conception  of  a  great  first  cause,  denied  the  sovereignty  of  mind 
over  matter,  and  treated  what  we  Jews  have  reverenced  as  Biblical  troths  as  things 
antecedently  and  intrinsically  improbable.  Observing,  then,  on  the  one  hand,  the 
credulity  and  extravagance  of  Ultramontanism, and  on  the  other  hand,  the  open  and 
profane  avowal  of  frigid  Materialism,  did  it  not  seem  as  if  the  time  were  approach- 
ing when  Jews  should  be  reminded,  as  in  the  age  of  Hezekiah,  that  it  behoved  them 
especially  to  be  true  to  their  mission,  and  to  maintain  in  the  world  the  divine  ele- 
ment of  the  Bible,  as  it  became  '  the  Witnesses  of  the  Lord.'  The  Passover  shoald 
admonish  us,  as  it  did  oar  ancestors,  to  be  true  to  oar  mission,  and  to  maintain, 
by  our  teachings  and  by  our  practices,  that  faith  In  the  Divine  Word  which  is 
Israel's  heritsge;  that  hiih.  which  harmonises  with  an  inward  revelation;  that 
faith  which  alone  gives  a  reasonable  solution  of  man's  origin  and  end." 

They  say  next,  that  it  is  not  fair  to  the  Jews  that  Christians  should  condemn 
them  for  sins  in  their  character  which  have  been  buraed  into  them  by  long  ages 
of  ill-treatment  and  persecution  by  ChrisUims, — the  avarice  and  the  cunning  which 
were  once  bo  associated  with  the  name  of  "  Jew,"  and  which  they  own  to  bo  charac- 
teristic of  many  of  their  nation.  But  so  &r  as  in  these  respects  they  are  worse 
than  other  men,  they  lay  the  blame  on  the  treatment  they  have  received  from  Chris- 
tians. Of  that  treatment  Lord  Maeaulay  said  in  Parliament  that  ^  300  years  ago 
the  Jews  had  no  legal  right  to  be  in  England,  and  600  years  sgo  they  had  no  legal 
right  to  the  teeth  in  their  heads."  Of  old  God  said  of  Israel's  treatment  by  their 
enemies,  "  I  was  but  a  little  angry  and  they  helped  forward  the  affliction ; "  and  this 
was  terribly  brought  out  at  the  time  of  the  Crusades,  when  their  severest  perseca- 
tiou  began,  as  described  in  the  following  extract : — 

"  The  massacre  of  the  Jews  en  masse  commenced  in  the  Crasades ;  in  the  year 
1096  fourteen  thousand  of  them  are  said  to  have  been  killed  at  Mayence.  These 
atrocities  increased  in  nufaiber  and  reached  their  maximum  in  the  fourteenth 
century.  It  was  a  common  practice  to  fall  upon  them  unawares.  If  they  fled 
into  their  synagogues  or  houses,  these  were  set  on  fire,  and  those  who  sought  to 
escape  were  hurled  back  into  the  flames.  Bven  magistrates  were  seen  joining  or 
even  heading  mobs  in  the  perpetration  of  these  crimes.  The  devastation  by  the 
black  death  gave  rise  to  a  universal  persecution  of  the  Jews.  They  were  accused  of 
having  poisoned  the  wells,  and  they  were  put  to  death  amidst  the  most  ezqaisite 
tortures.  The  mob  called  'flagellants'  made  it  its  special  business  to  fanaticise  the 
multitude  against  them.  A  jubilee  it  was  thought  could  not  be  more  fittingly  cele- 
brated than  by  a  massacre  of  Jews.  The  despair  to  which  these  unfortunates  were 
driven  is  betokened  by  the  circumstance  that  in  many  places,  in  order  to  escape  the 
tortures  of  their  persecutors,  they  threw  themselves  into  the  flames  kindled  for 
ihem." 

In  the  harsh  trestment  of  the  Jews  in  Roumania  within  the  last  two  years  the  old 
spirit  of  bitter  hatred  against  them  still  remained,  if  the  following  accoimt  can  be 
credited : — 

"  In  a  collection  of  arithmetical  problems,  given  by  Roumanian  teachers  to  their 
pupils  as  exercises  in  the  four  roles,  is  the  following  among  other  similar  questions : 
— If  a  small  town  contains  4000  Jewish  inhabitants,  of  whom  800  are  thrown  into 
the  Danube  and  drowned,  900  killed,  and  1000  stabbed  during  the  mdiey  how  many 
after  a  thorough  pillage  will  there  remain  to  bo  hunted  down  t " 

This  seems  incredible  at  the  present  day,  but  it  is  only  a  faint  shadow  of  the  suffer- 
ings of  Israel  in  the  past  It  is  said  that  Israel  is  the  only  people  on  the  earth 
which  treasures  op  the  memory  of  her  calamities  and  keeps  their  anniversaries. 
Even  the  Psssover,  with  its  joyful  memories,  wss  turned  into  a  season  of  sadness. 

"  Xatii rally  this  festival  should  be  the  most  cheerful  of  all  celebrated  in  Israel. 
And  so  it  was  for  long  centuries  until  the  outburst  of  fanaticism  connected  it  with 
recollections  of  the  saddest  and  most  woeful  kind.  It  was  Passover  which  the 
ferocious  persecutors  of  the  Jews  selected  by  way  of  preference   for  those  terrible 
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eharges  known  as  the  blood  aecoBaiiotiB.  How  often,  alas!  was  the  night  called 
in  Seriptore  the  night  of  watching  transfonned  into  a  season  of  restlessness,  of  an* 
ntterable  woe  and  distress,  of  spoliation,  tortore,  and  mnrder.  The  most  cheerful 
festiTal  of  the  jear  was  looked  forward  to  with  trembling  and  terror." 

The  words  pat  into  the  mouth  of  the  Jew  have  been  sadly  Justified — '*  Sufferance 
is  the  badge  of  all  our  tribe ;  no  ill  Inck  stirring  bnt  what  lights  on  my  shoulders ; 
no  sighsy  but  of  my  breathing ;  no  tears,  but  of  my  shedding." 

**  Oh  !  weep  for  those  that  wept  by  Babel's  stream, 
Whose  shrines  are  desolate,  whose  land  is  a  dream ; 
Weep  for  the  harp  of  Judah's  broken  shell  ; 
Mourn  where  their  Ood  hath  dwelt  the  godless  dwell. 

**  And  where  shall  Israel  laye  their  bleeding  feet] 
And  when  shall  Zion's  song  again  seem  sweet  ] 
And  Judah's  melody  once  more  rejoice 
The  hearts  that  leaped  before  its  hearenly  yolce  1 

'*  Tribes  of  the  wandering  foot  and  weary  breast. 
How  shall  ye  flee  away  and  be  at  rest ! 
The  wild  dove  hath  her  nest,  the  fox  his  cave. 
Mankind  their  country,  Israel  but  the  grare !  '* 

A  Jewiah  writer  says :  "  It  is  these  persecutions  which  haye  raised  that  terrible  wall  of 
paitition  which  for  centuries  has  separated  Jew  from  Christian,  has  isolated  the  former 
amidst  the  teeming  multitudes,  and  has  excluded  him  from  the  current  of  thought 
which  went  on  Titalising  and  inyigorating  the  civilised  world.  It  is  these  persecutiona 
which  have  given  a  twist  to  the  Jewish  character,  and  hare  moulded  his  feelings  and 
Tiews.'*  On  this  ground  the  Jews  plead  that  their  national  character  could  not  escape 
deterioraUon.  They  say  that  the  strength  of  the  Jewish  character  is  that  it  does  not 
despair;  but  Uutt  the  worst  parts  of  their  character  have  been  fostered  by  their  being 
debarred  from  possessing  or  cultivating  lands  in  the  country,  or  engaging  in  haudi- 
crafts  in  the  cities,  and  being  shut  up  to  the  one  resource  of  traffic ;  and  that  in 
tnding  with  their  oppressors,  it  was  no  wonder  i^  in  retaliation,  many  of  them 
learned  to  be  money-loving,  and  cunning,  and  even  dishonest ;  but  that  now  when 
the  oppression  haa  generally  ceased,  the  national  character  is  steadily  rising. 

Of  themselves  the  Jews  si^  further  that  there  appears  to  be  the  li awning  of  the 
day  that  will  restore  them  to  the  land  of  their  fathers.  The  restoration  of  Israel  to 
their  own  land  is  not  declared  in  the  Kew  Testament,  aad  is  not  an  article  of  t^ie 
Christian  &ith ;  but  it  is  hard  to  conceive  that  the  promise  was  given  to  Israel  that 
in  the  latter  day  all  nations  shall  sit  under  their  own  vine  and  fig-tree,  and  that 
Israel  alone,  of  all  nations,  shall  have  been  kept  alive  only  to  sit  under  the  strangers' 
vine,  and  under  a  foreign  fig-tree.  But  their  restoration  to  their  land,  though  not  an 
article  of  our  creed,  must  be  regarded  as  one  of  theirs.  The  Rationalistic  Jews  in 
Germany  have  deleted  from  their  service  the  prayers  both  for  their  return  to  the 
land  and  for  the  restoration  of  the  temple;  but,  to  give  up  the  idea  and  the  hope  of 
•aerifiees  in  the  temple,  is  virtually  to  abandon  the  Jewi&h  religion.  In  Russia  the 
old  Jewish  faith  in  these  and  all  other  respects  remains  for  the  most  part  unchanged  ; 
but  many  also  of  the  Jews  in  England  look  for  their  restoration  to  Palestine,  and 
are  watching  with  intense  interest  what  they  regard  as  the  opening  up  of  their  way. 
But  I  shall  speak  of  this  under  my  next  note,  which  is — 

3.  What  the  Jews  are  saying  of  us.  First,  they  speak  kindly  of  us  as  Christians. 
Last  November,  regarding  what  they  called  "  the  day  of  intercession,"  they  wrote : — 

"  The  30th  of  this  month  will  be  a  red  letter  day  in  the  missionaiy  annals  of  this 
country.  On  that  day,  at  the  recommendation  of  the  Primate,  intercession  will  be 
offered  up  by  the  faithful  all  over  the  kingdom  and  the  United  States  for  the  success 
of  the  missions  established  for  effecting  the  conversion  of  mankind  to  Christianity. 
Although  we  Jews  may  not  participate  in  these  prayers,  yet  we  may  cordially  sympa* 
thise  with  their  object,  for,  in  comparison  with  the  religions  professed  by  so  many 
Oentile  nations,  Christianity  shines  forth  with  great  splendour." 

But  next,  as  endeavouring  to  convert  them  to  Christianity,  they  look  on  us  as 
enemies  for  the  gospel's  sake,  and  they  write : — 

"  Oun  is  a  time  when  all  religion  is  endangered.    Science,  divorcing  itself  from 
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all  positiFe  religion,  endeavonn  to  drag  the  intelligence  of  the  ciyiliaed  world  after 
it.  Kferywhere  attacks  are  made  npon  revealed  religion,  and  even  thebm  la  no 
longer  accepted  by  the  rank  and  file  of  acienUBta.  Materialiam  or  nihiliam  la  tlie 
common  watchword.  Is  thia  the  time  for  the  Chnrch  to  tnm  her  weapon  against  a 
bo<l7  which  haa  a  common  intereat  with  her,  and  which  in  the  hour  of  trial  ahonld 
rather  be  treated  aa  an  ally  than  an  enemy  I  Wonld  it  not  be  wiser  for  Chnrch  and 
synagogue  to  nnite  in  order  to  repel  the  common  foe  and  to  avert  the  common 
danger?"  They  also  maintain  that  "the  Jews  are  now  more  nnmerons,  more 
iDfliiential,  better  organiaed,  and  more  firmly  devoted  to  their  religion  than  they 
were  before  the  misaionariea  went  to  work." 

This  may  be  tme;  they  have  certainly  advanced  in  number,  influence,  and 
organisation  ;  and  a  greater  devotion  to  their  own  religion  is  sometimes  an  indirect 
fruit  of  Christian  zeal  on  their  behalf.  But  it  is  also  true  that  a  large  number  out 
of  Israel  have  been  gathered  into  the  Church  of  Christ,  and  not  a  few  of  them  have 
been  exemplary  Chriatians ;  and  our  missionaiiea  have  often  aaid  of  the  laraelitea 
amongst  whom  they  laboured,  that  they  had  little  hope  of  their  converaion  to 
Christianity  till  they  saw  them  become  more  earnest  Jews.  And  it  is  likewise 
certain  that  ainee  the  misaionariea  went  to  work,  there  has  been  widely  diflfuaed 
among  the  Jews,  aa  there  never  waa  before,  a  knowledge  of  Chriatian  doctrine  and 
of  our  interpretation  of  Old  Testament  texta  which,  by  the  blessing  of  God,  will  pre- 
pare the  way  for  the  reception  of  Christ  Himself. 

But  further,  regarding  what  the  Jews  are  saying  of  us ;  nothwithstanding  our 
efforta  for  their  conversion,  which  they  resent,  the  Jews  apeak  of  the  British  nation 
aa  their  best  friends,  not  only  for  the  liberty  they  enjoy  in  our  land,  but  also  for 
the  value  which  we  set  on  their  Hebrew  Bible.  They  partly  mistake  ua  in  this  from 
misapprehending  how  fully  we  regard  the  Old  Teatament  aa  the  foundation  of  the 
Kew,  and  receive  them  both  aa  the  halvea  of -the  one  Book  of  Gk)d.  They  hold  that 
the  Hebrew  Scriptures  are  fitted  to  form  heroes,  and  the  Qreek  Scriptures  to  form 
martyrs ;  and  they  aay  that  in  our  great  national  struggles  for  religious  and  dvil 
liberty  we  laid  aaide  tJie  Sermon  on  the  Mount,  and  took  for  our  watchword  "  The 
aword  of  the  Lord  and  of  Gideon."  We  hold  that  the  two  halvea  of  the  Bible  an 
one,  and  that,  if  we  receive  the  entire  book,  it  will  make  both  heroea  and  martyra ; 
for  "all  Scripture  ia  profitable  for  instruction  in  righteousness,  that  the  man  of  God 
may  be  perfect,  thoroughly  furnished  unto  all  go^  worka."  But  they  respect  ua 
becauae  we  reverence  their  Bible.  In  the  report  on  your  table  an  account  is  given 
of  a  young  Jew  in  Hungary,  who  ezpreaaed  unbounded  surprise  when  he  learned 
that  Chriatians  study  the  Old  Testament  and  know  it  well.  The  English  Jews  are 
well  aware  of  our  eateem  for  their  Scriptures,  and  therefore  they  cannot  withhold 
their  esteem  from  us.  This  is  brought  out  in  an  interesting  way  in  the  ezpreesion 
of  their  hopes  for  a  speedy  return  to  their  own  land.  Six  months  ago  their  leading 
periodical  the  "  Jewish  Chranide  **  wrote  in  these  terms  : — 

"  The  dreaded  Eastern  Question  haa  at  last  really  come  to  .the  fore.  If  an  im- 
mediate Bolution  ia  preased,  a  fierce  struggle  must  and  will  ensue.  The  Turk  will 
not  tamely  submit  to  the  dismemberment  of  bis  dominions.  He  will  die  hard.  And 
what  will  be  Eogland'a  part  in  this  strife  1  Not  another  Crimean  war.  She  will 
not  risk  a  second  time  viduable  lives  and  precious  treaaure,  to  aid  those  that  cannot 
or  will  not  aid  themaelves.  But  one  thing  England  must  and  will  do  for  her  self- 
proteetion.  The  nearest  way  to  her  Indian  Empire  must  remain  open  to  her.  She 
must  obtain  the  auzerainty  of  Egypt,  and  the  aovereignty  of  Syria.  And  Paleatinel 
Let  it  for  a  time  remain  in  the  keeping  of  England.  It  is  quite  safe  in  her  hands. 
Let  it  remain  in  her  hands  until  her  savagery  has  been  subdued,  her  wastes  built 
up,  and  ahe  haa  become  fit  to  be  a  high-road  for  the  nations  of  the  earth.  Let  it 
remain  in  the  beneficent  power  of  England  until  a  highway  ia  made  through  the 
deaert,  and  Jerusalem  and  Cairo  be  Joined  by  an  iron  path.  We  have  no  wiah  to 
penetrate  into  the  mysteries  of  the  future  until  Providence  be  pleaaed  to  caat  another 
ray  into  the  darkness,  and  light  it  up  for  the  next  atep.  Sufficient  for  the  day  is 
the  good  thereof.  We  cannot  but  follow  with  the  greateat  tension  the  complicated 
raovementa  on  the  grand  chessboard  disclosed  before  our  eyes.  Oor  interest  is 
deep  in  the  game.  Our  fervent  hope  is,  if  the  Turk  is  to  be  dispossessed  of  Syria, 
that  England  and  no  other  Power  Irlll  be  hia  heir.  It  would  be  truly  extraordinary 
if  after  eight  eenturiea  the  days  of  the  lion-hearted  King  should  come  back  and  an 
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EogUsh  amy  agiin  tread  the  soil  of  Pateatine.  Bat  aa  we  Lave  aaid,  we  must 
patiently  await  the  unfolding  of  the  deaigna  of  Provideneeu  Thua  much,  however, 
we  may  aaj  ihat»  if  Israel  is  to  be  indebted  to  any  human  agency  for  the  realisaUon 
of  her  htgheat  hopea,  from  none  would  she  accept  thia  Bcrrice  with  greater  satia- 
faction  than  from  the  Power  which  of  all  othera  in  Europe  has  manifested  the 
profoondeat  Tcneration  for  the  aacred  records  entruated  to  Israel,  aa  also  for  the 
holy  men  who  hare  been  instrumental  in  their  compoaition,  and  which  has  in 
modem  time  exhibited  such  a  warm  and  aincere  interest  in  her  fate.**  I  make  thia 
quotation  merely  to  show  the  feelings  of  the  Jews  toward  Britain,  notwithstanding 
our  efforta  to  Chriatianise  them. 

Three  weeka  ago,  after  noticing  aome  paaaing  eyents,  they  write  again  : — 

**  There  aeems  to  be  something  proTidential,  by  way  of  eminence,  in  all  these 
coincidences.  Derout  minds  will  not  fail  to  perceive  in  this  the  finger  of  God.  We 
will  not  pry  into  the  designs  of  Providence.  In  due  time  the  veil  will  be  lifted  and 
we  ahall  aee  the  fresh  developmenta  in  store  for  us.  At  the  present  moment  it 
appears  to  oa  that  the  design  Providence  seema  to  work  at  would  be  best  promoted 
if,  in  the  dissolution  of  the  Turkish  Empire,  which  cannot  bo  so  far  off,  England 
were  impelled  to  extend  her  protecting  hand  over  Syria.  Ko  contingency  would  bo 
hailed  by  the  Jewiah  people  with  greater  satisfaction  than  such  a  turn  of  affairs  in 
the  SaaL  England  has  given  so  many  proofs  of  her  friendly  feeling  towarda  the 
Jewiah  people  that  they  could  not  wish  to  see  the  land  of  their  forefathers  under  a 
aafer  keeping  than  that  of  Great  Britain.  Whatever  Government  ia  in  power, 
whether  it  be  Liberal  or  Conservative,  there  ia  no  difference  in  ita  behaviour  to  the 
Jews.  And  if  the  English  are  not  the  brethren  of  the  Jews  in  the  flesh,  as  is  con- 
tended by  those  who  maintain  that  the  Anglo-Saxons  are  descended  from  the  ten 
tribes,  they  certainly  act  towards  them  as  kinsmen  in  spirit  and  feeling.  We  have 
given  expression  to  our  heartfelt  wishes  in  this  matter.  But  Providence  will,  of 
course,  go  its  own  way.  We  must  quietly  await  the  disentanglement  of  the  compli« 
cations  becoming  thicker  and  thicker  in  the  East  The  solution  of  the  problem 
cannot  be  delay^  much  longer." 

These  things  add  urgency  to  that  which  we  note,  fourthly,  in  what  we  ought  to 
think  and  say  and  do  for  the  Jews.  And  let  us  take  first  what  we  may  do  for  them. 
Ijet  UB  aend  missionaries  who  shall  preach  to  them  the  glad  tidings  of  deliverance 
through  Jeaus  the  Son  of  David  already  come  for  their  salvation,  for  how  shall  they 
hear  without  a  preacher,  and  how  shall  they  preach  except  they  be  sent  1  Bussia 
contains  one-third  of  all  the  Jews  in  the  world,  and  the  most  religions  portion  of  the 
nation.  It  has  long  been  closed  against  our  missionaries,  but  appears  to  be  now 
open  to  them  again.  Along  with  this  opening  we  are  much  encouraged  by  an 
accession  to  our  funds.  We  have  not  received,  but  we  have  got  intimation  of  more 
than  one  legacy,  the  yearly  interest  of  which  will  maintain  one  or  two  missionaries. 
But  we  cannot  find  the  men.  It  ia  the  Church  that  sends  the  men,  and  it  is  the 
spirit  that  is  in  the  Church  that  moves  her  sons  to  %o  forth  on  her  work,  and  if 
misalonariea  are  wanting  the  fault  must  be  in  ourselves.  Let  us  do  this  for  Israel, 
let  us  send  them  preachers  of  that  gospel  which  their  fathers  sent  to  us. 

One  great  advantage  in  Bussia  would  be  that  we  believe  there  might  be  an  oppor- 
tunity for  opening  schools.  The  school  is  an  immense  advantage  to  the  missionary, 
both  for  infusing  Christian  truth  into  the  minds  of  the  children  and  for  access  to  the 
parents,  and  also  aa  a  centre  of  intereat  at  home.  The  education  in  Germany  is  so 
efficient  that  there  ia  no  opening  for  schools,  and  the  consequence  is,  that  even  with 
an  able  and  devoted  man  like  Mr  Edward  at  Breslau,  his  work  appears  far  less  than 
it  really  is.  A  visitor  sees  what  a  goodly  company  of  godly  men  he  has  been  the 
means  of  gathering  in,  and  how  zealous  both  minister  and  people  are  for  the  in- 
gathering of  larael,  and  we  cannot  doubt  of  the  Lord's  blessing  on  his  faith  and 
labour  of  love.  But  where  the  real  fruit  may  be  as  g^eat,  it  doea  not  present  itself 
to  the  eye  in  the  same  manner  aa  a  school  docs,  and  fails  to  create  the  same  interest 
st  home.  But  this  great  advantage  we  hope  to  find  in  Bussia,  aa  in  Pesth  and 
Constantinople. 

Next,  when  wc  cannot  speak  to  themselves  face  to  face,  let  us  speak  to  the  Lord 
on  their  behalt  Prayer  on  their  behalf  ia  increasing,  but  let  it  be  more  earnest  and 
more  abnndant ;  and  especially  on  their  Sabbath,  on  Friday  evening  or  Saturday 
morning.     When  they  are  reading  their  Scriptures  let  us  pray  that  their  eyes  may 
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be  opened,  to  see  thai  "  the  teaUmony  of  Jeeua  Is  the  Bpirit  of  prophecy."  Let  os 
remember  them  also  in  their  annual  day  of  aorrow  and  confesaion  and  aapplieaUon, 
the  grreat  day  of  Atonement.  Moat  touching  to  ns  ia  the  aight  of  the  millions  of 
Israel  yearning  for  reconciliation,  yet  blind  to  the  one  reconciling  sacrifice,  and 
confessing — **  Sorereign  of  the  nhiverae  f  whilat  the  holy  temple  atood,  if  a  man 
sinned  he  brought  an  offering  and  made  an  atonement ;  but  now  becanae  of  our 
iniquities,  we  hare  neither  sanctuary,  nor  altar,  nor  offering,  nor  priest  to  make 
atonement  for  ua.  There  ia  nothing  left  ua  but  the  commemoration  of  them.  Oh 
may  that  l>e  our  expiation." 

Before  the  day  of  Atonement  last  year  they  wrote : — 

"  In  different  houaes  of  prayer,  in  many  different  and  distant  lands,  the  same 
assemblage  will  be  seen,  the  same  mingling  of  aunny  youth  and  anow-crowned  age, 
the  same  blending  of  all  the  moat  oppoaite  typea  of  human  character,  welded  together 
on  thia  day  alone  of  all  the  year  by  the  one  magic  charm — the  yearning  for  recon- 
ciliation. Nothing  can  aid  ua  but  our  own  contrition,  our  own  good  resolTCS ;  with 
them  we  win  erery thing.  Before  to-morrow's  sun  shall  hare  aet^*  may  we  lay  our 
throbbing  hearta,  with  all  their  freight  of  failings,  aubmiaaiyely  before  the  All- 
merelful,  and  pray  for  pardon,  reconciliation,  peace.  And  when  the  ahrill  note  of 
tiie  trumpet  ringa  out  in  the  CTcning  atlllness,  it  shall  be  echoed  by  the  Voice 
which  speaks  as  with  trumpet  sound,  in  the  peaceful  hush  of  the  soul,  its  thrice 
welcome  message — 'Forgiven.'" 

How  strange  to  ua  these  worda  sound  in  the  lips  of  a  Jew — **  Pardon,  reconciliation, 
peace."  Oh  ^at  they  knew  Him  in  whom  alone  they  are  found.  The  day  of  Atone- 
ment falls  this  year  on  Thursday,  28th  September,  and  we  trust  that  on  it  laroel  will 
be  remembered  by  many  before  laraera  God.  Let  ua  go  to  them ;  let  ua  pray  for 
them  ;  and  further,  let  ua  think  of  them.  Let  ua  think  of  them  in  whatever  is  best 
in  their  character  and  aspirations,  and  fitted  to  draw  out  our  Christian  sympathies. 
In  conversing  with  Jews,  it  ia  very  diatresaing  to  find  how  different  their  views  are 
from  ours,  even  where  we  might  expect  to  meet  on  common  gpround,  auch  as  the 
conviction  of  sin,  as  brought  out  in  the  51  at  Psalm.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  an  ex- 
tract, auch  aa  the  following,  from  a  Jewiah  newspaper  illDBtrates  the  Bible  quite  in 
the  same  manner  as  we  should  illustrate  it : — 

**  One  of  the  most  interesting  things  in  the  Holy  Land  is  the  fact  that  one  meets 
everywhere  in  daily  life  Uiings  that  illustrate  the  Word  of  the  Eternal.  The  streets 
of  Jerusalem  are  very  narrow,  and  no  one  is  allowed  to  go  out  at  night  without  a 
light  Throw  open  your  lattice  in  the  evening  and  look  out,  yon  will  see  what  seem 
to  be  little  stars  twinkling  on  the  pavement.  Ton  will  hear  the  clatter  of  sandals 
as  the  late  traveller  rattles  along.  As  the  party  approaches,  you  will  see  that  he 
has  a  little  lamp  fastened  to  his  foot,  to  make  hia  atep  a  aafe  one.  Instantly  the 
verse  comes  to  your  memory,  written  in  that  same  city  three  thousand  years  ago, 
'  Thy  word  is  a  lamp  to  my  feet,  and  a  light  to  my  path.' "  Again,  the  following 
sentence  on  the  Passover  has  much  in  it  to  strike  a  chord  in  our  hearts : — 

*'  Nsver  let  us  forget  that  the  Passover,  which  is  the  memorial  of  the  first  redemp- 
tion of  our  ancestors  from  the  bondage  of  Egypt,  is  the  type  of  the  coming,  though 
long  delayed,  redemption  from  the  bondage  of  a  world  of  passion,  sin,  and  fear— the 
promised  redemption  which  shall  bring  our  people  back  to  the  land  they  won  by 
faith  and  lost  in  shame." 

In  closing,  I  would  quote  a  portion  of  some  verses  recited  by  three  Hebrew  boys 
in  the  Stepney  Jewish  schools  last  summer.  They  look  forward  to  a  Messiah  that  is 
to  bring  peace  to  Israel  and  to  the  world,  and  they  are  blind  to  the  Messiah  whom  their 
fathers  crucified,  and  who  will  bring  peace  to  them  and  to  the  world  only  when  they 
look  on  Him  whom  they  have  pierced,  and  mourn  because  of  Him.  But  the  Chris- 
tian's own  firstdesires  for  salvation,  and  many  of  his  subsequent  desires,  are  fulfilled 
far  othenriae  than  his  hopes,  yet  they  had  in  them  that  which  ended  in  salvation 
through  a  strait  gate ;  and  there  is  much  in  these  verses  with  which  we  cannot  but 
have  a  measure  of  sympathy,  and  they  are  fitted  to  draw  out  a  fellow-feeling  for  Israel. 
Sir  Moses  Montefiore  was  present  at  the  examination  just  before  his  departure,  in 
his  ninetieth  year,  and  for  the  seventh  time  to  the  land  of  his  fathers.  The  schools 
are  in  the  east  end  of  London,  and  a  large  number  of  the  Hebrew  parents  were  pre- 
sent, while  there  was  a  brilliant  assemblage  of  Jewish  gentlemen  and  ladies,  includ- 
ing many  representatives  of  the  intellect  and  rank  of  the  Hebrew  community.    The 
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«entimenU  expfwaed,  and  especially  the  hopes  for  the  Messiah,  were  responded  to 
with  n4>tiirei  of  ^plause,  and  the  subject  of  the  yerses  recalls  the  memorable  words 
of  Heider,  Uuit  luMl'a  atUl  uncompleted  guidance  ia  the  grandest  poem  of  all 
time" — 

Thx  Pasi. 
'<  When  I  forget  thee,  0  Jerusalem ! " 

On  distant  shores  in  happier  times. 
In  sterner  days  bat  brighter  climes. 
The  Jew  upheld  with  steady  hand 
The  banner  of  his  Fatherland — 
The  throne  of  Jadah's  princely  line — 
The  Temple  on  the  height  diTine — 
The  pleasant  homes  where  wife  and  child 
Beneath  the  hallowed  roof-tree  smiled. 

Oh  !  loTcIj  land ;  blithe,  bright,  and  blest  I 
Sweet  cedars  capped  thy  mountains'  crest— 
What  laughing  fields  !  what  stately  tre«s  I 
"What  fragrant  myrtles  kissed  the  breexe  1 
The  purple  grape,  the  golden  grain. 
Decked  grassy  glade  and  pleasant  plain. 

The  Present. 
"  We  hung  our  harps  on  the  irillows." 

Where  are  thine  ancient  splendours  now! 
1^0  circlet  sits  on  Judah's  brow  ! 
1^0  Temple  rears  its  halls  of  state, 
1^0  high -bom  elders  throng  the  gate; 
No  laughing  hanresU  crown  the  fields^ 
Ko  sparkling  wine  the  berry  yields, 
Ko  trade-ships  in  the  harbour  dance, 
Ko  foeman  fears  our  broken  lance. 
The  raven  flies  o*er  fields  unsown, 
To  brood  on  Jadah's  shattered  throne  1 
All,  all  is  lost !    Alas,  no  more 
The  sounds  of  life  bless  Israel's  shore — 
Our  harp  is  on  the  willow  hung, 
All  voiceless,  tuneless,  and  unatrung  ! 

Ths  Fctubb. 
'*  The  Sun  of  Righteousness  shall  rise." 

All  is  not  lost  1    In  yonder  skies 
I  sec  the  gleams  of  hope  arise. 
Star  of  the  £ast !    Thy  glimmering  ray 
Is  brightening  *<  to  the  perfect  day." 
Aguin  shall  Jadah's  flag  unfurled 
Wave  forth  its  signals  to  the  world  t 
Again  shall  cattle  crowd  the  plain-— 
Her  fields  be  rich  with  golden  grain — 
Her  towns  with  busy  voices  ring. 
Her  swains  rejoice,  her  maidens  sing  I 

Bee  in  yon  East  the  glowing  gleam  ! 

Faith  is  not  false ;  nor  hope  a  dream  I 

HsssiAU  come  !    Rejoice  our  eyes ; 

And  lo  1  in  yonder  Eastern  skies 

The  "  Son  of  Bighteousness  shall  rise," 

And  on  its  healing  pinions  bear 

Love,  Peace,  and  Joy — for  all  the  world  to  share. 
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Pastor  FERDINAND  KAISEB,  Neastadt,  deputy  from  the  MonTiaa  Chnreh, 
who  was  introduced  by  Dr.  Moody  Stuart,  then  addressed  the  Assembly  regarding 
the  Protestant  Church  in  Moravia.  After  deliyering  the  hearty  aalntations  in  the 
name  of  the  Protestants,  both  in  Bohemia  and  Moravia,  he  went  on  to  give  an 
account  of  the  position  and  work  of  the  Church  of  Moravia.  That  Church,  he  said, 
was  scattered  all  over  the  territory  of  Moravia.  It  had  40,000  people  connected 
with  twenty-five  congregations.  The  congregations  were  thus  pretty  strong,  yei 
their  representatives  were  widely  scattered.  The  scattered  condition  of  the  Chnrch 
was  their  chief  difficulty,  but  at  the  same  time  it  was  their  chief  blessing,  for  it  was 
thus  very  well  fitted  to  dispel  Popery  by  the  light  of  the  gospel.  It  made  every 
pastor  not  only  the  pastor  of  his  own  congregation,  but  at  the  same  time  missionaiy 
to  the  Roman  Catholics  of  a  wide  district.  The  number  of  Protestants  in  Moravia 
and  Bohemia  had,  he  stated,  quadrupled  within  the  last  ninety-four  years;  and 
though  there  were  many  obstacles,  the  gospel  was  increasing  even  now.  He  pleaded 
for  the  Church  their  sympathy  and  prayers. 

Dr.  BLACK,  Inverness,  moved  that  the  Assembly  approve  of  the  report,  and  re- 
cord their  thanks  to  the  committee,  especially  to  the  convener ;  that  they  receive 
with  thankfulness  the  account  which  had  been  given  of  the  continued  progress  of 
the  mission  to  the  Jews,  of  the  success  with  which  it  had  been  carried  on  during  the 
past  year,  and  of  the  increasing  interest  manifested  in  it  by  the  members  of  the  Free 
Church ;  that  they  cordially  commend  the  mission  to  the  earnest  prayers  of  minis- 
ters and  elders  for  more  labourers  in  the  field,  and  especially  for  two  missionaries 
to  supply  a  new  station  in  the  east  of  Europe,  when  that  station  has  been  fixed 
upon. 

Colonel  YOUNG  (elder)  stated  he  had  much  pleasure  in  seconding  the  resolu- 
tion now  before  the  House,  but  regretted  he  had  not  enjoyed  the  privilege  so  many 
have  had  of  visiting  the  stations  of  the  Jewish  Mission.  That  was  not  needful,  how- 
ever, to  make  one  enthusiastic  in  the  cause.  An  intelligent  acquaintance  with  the 
history  of  the  beginning  of  the  work  in  the  sending  a  number  of  our  ministers  in 
is 39  to  visit  the  Jews  in  Palestine  and  elsewhere,  and  the  signal  manner  in  which 
God  seemed  to  set  His  seal  to  this  act  of  reviving  the  Church  at  home,  and  thus 
linking  the  spiritual  prosperity  of  the  Church  with  the  welfare  of  His  own  ancient 
people,  was  a  history  quite  sufficient  to  enlist  the  sympathies  of  any  one  in  this 
Church.  We  have  been  listening  to  a  marvellous  page  of  Jewish  history  from  our 
convener,  and  have  heard  much  of  the  difficulties  of  the  work.  I  believe  one  diffi- 
culty is  caused  by  the  instinctive  dread  the  Jews  must  have  of  the  power  of  Chris- 
tianity, and  if  Qod  were  to  open  up  to  us  the  secret  working  of  the  Jewish  mind,  I 
doubt  not  we  should  hear  of  some  such  dreams  as  Qideon  heard  narrated  when  he 
stood  outside  the  camp  of  Midian;  God  still  works  by  what  may  appear  small  means^ 
but  in  His  hand  they  are  sufficient  It  is  interesting  to  think  of  the  large  number 
of  educated  children  who  have  passed  through  the  mission  schools  during  the  last 
thirty  years,  and  are  now  acting  as  a  leaven  among  their  own  community. 

One  element  of  success  is  aggression,  and  now  that  God  has  given  the  means  of 
extending  the  mission,  let  us  hope  that  the  result  of  this  night's  meeting  will  be  the 
giving  of  the  needed  labourers.  I  have  only  one  other  remark  to  make,  and  trust 
It  will  not  be  thought  out  of  order.  I  believe  the  cause  of  missions  is  year  by  year 
becoming  more  important  in  the  eyes  of  the  Church,  and  that  she  is  prepared  to 
adopt  any  measure  that  may  appear  likely  to  strengthen  the  cause.  Now  the  mis- 
sions to  the  Gentiles  are  all  represented  in  the  Assembly.  We  have  Presbyteries 
in  Africa  and  India,  and  I  consider  it  an  honour  to  represent  an  Indian  Presbytery. 
We  have  no  Presbytery  for  the  Jewish  missionaries;  and  I  believe  if  it  were  arranged 
to  form  such  a  Presbytery,  that  it  would  draw  the  mission  nearer  to  the  Church,  and 
increase  the  interest  of  our  people  in  it,  by  seeing  the  Jewish  missionary  taking  his 
place  as  a  representative  in  the  General  Assembly. 

The  motion  was  cordially  adopted,  and  thanks  accorded  to  the  deputy. 

The  Assembly  adjourned  at  tea  o'clock,  to  meet  next  morning  at  half-past  tea 
o'clock. 
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.SATURDAY,  MAY  20. 
Tbe  ABsemblj  resumed  this  morning — Dr.  M*LaachIan,  Moderator. 

THE  YAOAKOIES  IK  ABEBOEKM  COLLKOI. 

Br.  BEITH,  Stirling,  gave  noUee  that  when  the  Aasemblj  proceeds  to  the 
•lection  of  a  Profewor  of  Systematic  Theology  for  the  College  at  Aberdeen,  he  will 
propose  that  Mr.  Salmond,  of  Barry,  be  appointed  to  the  yaeant  chair. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  WOOD  (elder),  Aberdeen,  gave  notice  that  when  the  Assembly 
ealla  for  the  oTcrture  on  the  office  of  Principal,  on  Monday  forenoon,  he  will  move 
tbe  following  resolation  : — "  That  the  General  Assembly  postpone  till  the  meeting 
of  next  General  Assembly  the  election  of  a  Principal  to  the  College  at  Aberdeen, 
yaeant  by  the  lamented  death  of  Principal  Lumsden." 

Dr.  ADAM,  Glasgow,  gaye  notice  that  when  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  the 
Klection  of  Professors  is  given  in,  he  will  propose  that  Dr.  D.  Brown  be  appointed 
Principal  of  the  Fr^  Church  College,  Aberdeen. 

Dr.  ELDEB,  Rothesay,  gave  notice  that  on  the  same  occasion  he  will  move  that 
Mr.  John  Henderson,  minister  at  Coatbridge,  should  be  appointed  to  the  Chair  of 
Systematic  Theology  in  the  Free  College  of  Aberdeen. 

THE  PBOrOIPLSa  OF  THE  OHUROH. 

Dr.  BEGG  gave  notice  of  the  following  motion  to  be  made  by  him  in  connection 
with  the  overtures  on  the  principles  of  the  Church : — **  The  General  Assembly, 
having  considered  the  overtures  now  before  the  House,  think  it  right  to  declare,  and 
do  hereby  declare,  the  importance  of  maintaining  and  defending  the  scriptural 
principles  of  this  Church  as  set  forth  ever  since  the  Beformation,  and  as  specially 
embodied  in  the  Westminster  Standards  and  in  the  authoritative  documents  of  the 
Dismption;  particularly  as  bearing  npon  the  sole  Headship  of  Christ  in  and  over 
the  Church,  and  her  duties,  rights,  and  liberties,  including  those  both  of  office-, 
bearers  and  people,  as  flowing  exclusively  from  this  source ;  as  also  the  Headship 
of  Christ  over  the  nations,  and  the  consequent  duties  of  nations  and  their  rulers  as 
such  to  acknowledge  this  authority,  and  to  promote,  in  a  lawful  way,  the  best  in- 
terests of  true  religion  and  the  Church  of  Christ  The  Assembly  regard  it  as 
specially  important  at  the  present  time  that  this  Church,  including  all  her  office- 
bearers and  people,  should  hold  fsst  and  hold  forth  these  principles,  and  seek  to 
secure  their  full  recognition ;  that  thus  the  glory  of  God  may  be  advaneed,  and  all 
the  true  Presbyterians  of  Scotland  be  ultimately  reunited  on  a  sound  basis,  to  the  end 
that  by  the  divine  blessing  they  may  go  forth  with  renewed  and  combined  energy 
against  the  errors  and  ungodliness  of  the  land,  and  the  heathenism  of  the  world." 

Sir  HENRY  MOKCREIFF  subsequently  gave  notice  that  he  would  move— 
"  The  General  Assembly,  having  considered  the  overtures,  find — 1.  That  it  is  the 
duty  of  this  Church  to  cherish  in  the  minds  of  her  faithful  people  a  lively  sense  of 
the  importance  of  the  truths  for  which,  in  assuming  and  maintaining  her  separate 
position,  she  has  been  called  to  contend,  and  in  particular,  of  the  doctrine  of  the 
sole  subjection  of  the  Church  in  spiritual  things  to  Christ  as  her  only  Head,  and  to 
His  Word  as  her  only  standard,  in  carrying  out  the  government  which  He  has 
appointed  in  His  Church,  distinct  from  the  civil  magistrate.  2.  That  nothing  has 
taken  place  by  recent  legislation  or  otherwise  to  alter  the  conviction  that  the 
principle,  contrary  to  said  doctrine,  affirmed  by  the  decisions  in  the  second 
Anchtcrarder  and  Stewarton  cases,  enforced  by  other  decisions  and  acts  of  the  civil 
coarta,  confirmed  on  solemn  appeal  made  to  them  by  all  the  branches  of  the  Legis- 
lature in  1843,  and  unequivocally  accepted  by  the  existing  Established  Church,  is 
still  maintained  by  the  State  in  its  ecclesiastical  arrangements  for  Scotland.  8. 
That  while  this  Church's  position  of  separation  from  the  State  afibrds  abundant 
opportunity  for  exerting  her  influence  toward  the  discharge  by  the  State  and  the 
nation  as  such  of  the  duties  that  they  owe  to  the  truth  and  Church  of  Christ,  the 
whole  coorae  of  the  Lord's  dealings  with  her,  and,  in  particular,  His  great  goodness, 
on  the  one  hand,  manifested  since  the  Disruption  in  1843,  the  large  fields  of  use- 
fulness opened  up,  and  the  encouragement  in  temporal  and  spiritual  things  which 
she  has  had  abundant  reason  to  acknowledge;  and  the  whole  condition,  on  the 
other  hand,  of  the  nation,  the  State,  and  the  relations  of  religious  parties,  and  the 
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progreBB  of  evenU  in  the  history  of  the  land,  combine  to  admonish  her  not  to  be 
moved  away  from  the  ground  assigned  to  her ;  but  rather  resolutely  to  hold  it  fast* 
and  to  call  upon  her  people  to  give  themseWes  with  renewed  liberality^  diligence, 
and  prayer  to  the  work  and  serriee  at  home  and  abroad  which  the  times  require. 
Therefore,  the  General  Assembly  resoWe  to  appoint  a  committee  to  take  action,  as 
they  may  see  expedient,  in  the  spirit  of  these  deelarations  with  a  yiew  to  directing 
and  stirring  the  minds  of  our  members  and  adherents  toward  the  truths  and  duties 
committed  to  them  through  their  attachment  to  Free  Church  principles,  and  to 
guard  our  congregations  against  misleading  influences ;  and  they  instruct  said 
committee  to  consider  the  expediency  of  issuing  any  statement  or  statementa  of  a 
popular  kind  fitted  to  promote  these  ends." 

THE  TEMPERANCE  QUESTION. 

]Mr.  SMITH,  Tariand,  gare  notice  that  when  the  overtures  on  Intemperance 
were  taken  up,  he  would  move  that — "  The  General  Assembly,  having  considered 
the  overtures  on  Intemperance,  resolve  as  follows,  via. : — 1.  That  intemperance  is 
one  of  the  greatest  hindrances  to  the  cause  of  Christ  and  the  work  of  the  Church 
both  at  home  and  abroad.  2.  That  this  great  evil  is  fostered  by  many  social  cus- 
toms,  as  well  as  by  the  public  facilities  for  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors.  3.  That 
it  is  incumbent  on  all  professing  ChristianB  to  do  what  in  them  lies  to  limit  and 
remove  the  temptations  to  drinking.  And  further,  the  General  Assembly',  con- 
sidering that  the  principle  of  Christian  expediency  require  professing  Christians  to 
deny  themselves  in  that  which  they  may  consider  lawful  when  it  becomes  a 
stumbling-block  to  others,  earnestly  recommend  all  the  minsters,  office-bearers,  and 
members  of  the  Church  to  consider  the  propriety  in  present  circumstances  of  per- 
sonal abstinence,  and  to  seek  by  all  suitable  means  to  discountenance  the  drinking 
customs.*' 

TBE  AFFBOACHINO  UNION— DEPUTATION  FBOM  THE  UNITED  PUESBTTERIAN  CHURCH. 

Dr.  RAINT — The  committee  for  arranging  the  Assembly's  business  have  nnani- 
mouftly  agreed  to  lay  before  the  Assembly  a  proposal  which  will  be  regarded  as  of 
great  interest  by  the  Assembly.  It  is  known  from  public  statements,  and  also  from 
private  information,  that  it  la  likely  there  may  be,  on  the  part  of  our  brethren  of  the 
United  Presbyterian  Church  now  met  in  Synod,  a  disposition  to  send  to  this  As- 
sembly and  to  the  United  Assembly  after  the  Union  shall  be  formed  with  the  Re> 
formed  Presbyterian  Church,  a  brotherly  deputation  to  signify  their  congratulations 
and  their  good  wishes  in  connection  with  the  Union.  I  believe  that  we  shall  all 
feel  the  strongest  disposition  ta  appreciate  the  kind  and  Christian  feelings — in  many 
respects,  I  think,  somewhat  singular  and  remarkable — which  might  suggest  such  a 
step  as  this  on  the  part  of  our  brethren  of  the  United  Presbyterian  Church ;  and  I 
think  it  is  hardly  necessary  to  say  anything  in  the  way  of  guarding  against  any  mia- 
eonstmction  of  a  step  in  itself  so  dignified  and  graceful  ap  that  might  be — if  our 
United  Presbyterian  friends  come  to  see  their  way  to  take  such  a  step.  Of  course 
our  minds  revert  to  all  that  hss  taken  place,  and  to  the  peculiar  relations  in  which 
we  were  placed  to  that  Church,  our  negotiations  with  that  Church,  and  the  state  of 
things  which  now  exists.  There  are  many  members  of  our  Church — a  certain  num- 
ber—who could  not  see  their  way  to  join  in  a  Union  with  the  United  Presbyterian 
Church,  and  in  the  meantime,  of  course,  plans  with  reference  to  any  such  Union  have 
been  Isid  aside.  No  one  can  imsgine  that  there  is  any  wish  anywhere  to  take  ad- 
vantage of  our  Union  with  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church  in  order  to  waken  up 
susceptibilities  of  any  kind  in  reference  to  what  has  come  and  gone.  Indeed,  ao  far 
from  that,  I  would  feel  myself  precluded — not  on  this  occasion  only,  but  on  other 
occasions  as  well— from  lightly  stirring  any  question  about  incorporating  Union  with 
the  United  Presbyterian  Church.  I  am  precluded  from  doing  so  by  respect  for  that 
Church  itself.  I  do  not  think  I  have  any  right  lightly  to  take  hold  of  the  name  of  the 
United  Presbyterian  Chureh  and  trifle  with  It.  I  am  not  entitled  to  do  anything  of  that 
kind.  Unless  and  until  I  come  to  be  persuaded  that  the  Churches  are  ripe  for  a 
movement  that  may  be  successful,  I  abide  by  the  atcUtta  quo.  But  all  the  more  on 
that  account  I  am  quite  sure  that  many  even  of  those  who  feel  themselves  unable  to 
agree  to  the  incorporating  Union  which  we  contemplated,  will  feel  a  peculiar  plev 
sure  and  satisfaction  in  welcoming  a  testimony  of  brotherly  good* will  and  a  siguifi- 
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cant  tettimony  of  God-ipeed  in  connection  with  the  movement  that  we  hare  been 
proTidentiAlly  led  to  in  eonneetion  with  the  Keformed  PresbyicriAn  Chareli.  We  are 
not  to  take  for  granted,  aa  tilings  now  stand,  tliat  our  United  Presbyterian  Mends 
in  Sjnod  wfll  see  their  way  to  this  step.  It  is  a  matter  for  themselves,  and  tliey 
may  have  excellent  reasons  either  for  taking  it  or  not  taking  it  of  which  they  them- 
selves are  the  sole  judges.  But  the  information  which  has  reached  as  is  sach  as  to 
lead  us  to  believe  that  it  is  proper,  at  all  events,  that  we  should  indicate  that  if  they 
think  proper  to  take  anch  a  step  it  will  be  received  in  the  same  spirit  as  it  will  be 
given.  The  Bosineaa  Committee  recommend  the  General  Assembly  to  agree  to  the 
following  leaolatioUy  whieh  I  beg  to  move : — "  The  General  Assembly,  understand- 
ing from  pnblic  statements  and  private  information  that  there  may  be  a  disposition 
ou  the  part  of  the  United  Presbyterian  Chnrch,  apart  from  all  disputed  qaeations,  to 
send  a  depntation  in  a  spirit  of  brotherly  kindness  to  congratulate  this  Church  and 
the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church  upon  the  occasion  of  the  Union  about  to  be 
fermed,  the  (General  Assembly  declare  their  cordial  willingness  to  reoeive  such  de- 
pntation, in  the  event  of  its  being  appointed,  and  will  make  arrangements  for  their 
being  received  on  Thursday  evening." 

i)r.  BEGG  seconded  the  motion.  He  confessed  that  when  this  proposal  was  first 
mooted  he  was  taken  considerably  by  surprise.  He  was  afraid  lest  it  should  have  a 
tendency  to  revive  discussions  which,  in  the  meantime  at  least,  he  was  happy  to 
think  had  been  set  at  rest.  His  views  were  unchanged  apon  that  subject ;  but  at 
the  same  time  if  a  proposal,  as  they  now  clearly  understood,  which  had  no  reference 
to  luch  discussions  was  made,  he  thought  there  was  no  reason  why  they  should  not 
accept  of  it  eordiaUy  in  the  same  spirit  He  for  one  worked  earnestly  with  United 
Presbyterians  as  with  others.  So  far  as  they  agreed,  they  worked  together  most 
cordially,  although  they  and  he  understood  the  points  on  which  they  undoubtedly 
differed,  in  reference  to  the  Union  which  was  about  to  be  formed,  and  in  which  he 
veiy  greatly  rejoiced,  he  was  ready  to  welcome  congratulations  from  the  United 
Presbyteriana  or  the  members  of  any  Church.  He  was  glad  to  have  such  congratu- 
lations, and  he  hoped  that  this  interchange  of  courtesy  might  be  all  for  good  and 
not  for  evU  to  either  ef  the  parties  concerned. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  BALFOUR,  Holyrood,  did  not  rise,  to  oppose  the  motion,  but 
only  to  express  the  hope  that  their  United  Presbyterian  friends,  in  coming  to  con- 
gratulate Uiem  on  this  Unions- had  been  able  to  see  their  way  to  congratulate  them 
on  the  grounds  on  which  that  Union  was  formed.  He  did  not  object  to  the  con- 
gratulations on  the  grounds  on  which  they  did  come,  but  only  wished  they  could 
have  seen  their  way  to  congratulate  them  on  the  grounds  on  which  the  Union  was  to 
take  place,  for  these  were  quite  distinct  to  his  mind,  and  quite  explicit  in  the  way 
of  conserving  their  principles  in  their  entirety. 

The  motion  was  then  unanimously  agreed  to. 

STNOD  RECORDS. 

The  Assembly  called  for  the  Synod  Records,  and  the  Records  of  Standing  Com- 
mittees, in  terms  of  the  Standing  Orders. 

All  the  Synod  Records  were  reported  as  given  in,  except  those  of  Dumfries, 
Fife,  Orkney,  and  Boss.  It  was  reported  that  the  Record  of  the  Commission  of 
AB&embly  had  been  given  in.  The  Records  of  the  Standing  Committees  were  given 
in,  except  those  of  Religion  and  Morals,  Temperance,  Foreign  Missions,  Glasgow 
College  Financial  Board,  Board  of  Examiners,  and  Distribution  of  Probationers. 

The  Assembly  remit  the  Records  to  a  Committee,  with  instructions  to  report 
Aceording  to  the  Standing  Orders 

RETURNS  TO  OVERTURES. 

A  committee  waa  appointed  to  class  returns  to  overtures. 

CASES  RKf  BRBSD  TO  C0M1IITTKE8. 

The  Assembly  referred  the  following  cases  to  committees  to  consider  and  report : — 

1.  Applications  anent  Colleagues  and  Successors  and  Assistants,  and  Grants 

from  Aged  and  Infirm  Ministers'  Fund.— 1,  Dr  Alexander  Beith,  Stirling ;  2,  Mr 

James  Drammond,  Forgandenny  ;  3,  Mr  John  Thomson,  Prestonkirk  ;  4,  Mr  S.  F. 

M'Lancblan,  Cawdor;  5,  Mr  Hector  M'Neill,  Campbeltown;  6,  Dr  John  AioBlie, 
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St  Andrews;  7,  Dr  W.  M'Gilvny,  Aberdeen ;  8,  Mr  Darid  Dewar,  Bellie;  9,  Dr 
William  WiUon,  Dundee;  10,  Dr  David  Crichton,  Arbroath;  11,  Mr  Darid 
Menzies,  Olaagow;  12,  Mr  Donald  Campbell,  Ballantrae;  18,  Mr  William  R.  Moa- 
eur,  Ltff;  14,  Dr  James  Walker,  Camwath;  16,  Mr  John  Campbell,  Uig;  16^  Mr 
A.  W.  Morria,  Backlyrie;  17,  Mr  Donald  M'Bae,  Cross;  18,  Mr  William  Binnie, 
Bayne ;  19,  Mr  Donald  Stewart,  Cromar ;  20,  Mr  James  Macdonald,  Glass. 

II.  Applications  anent  Sanetioning  of  Charges,  fte. — 1,  Maryhill- -Presbytery 
of  Edinburgh;  2,  Granton  and  Wardie— Presbytery  of  Edinburgh;  8,  Bank,  New 
Cumnock — Presbytery  of  Ayr ;  4,  Uddingatone— Presbyteiy  of  Hamilton ;  5,  Oat- 
Unds — Presbjtery  of  Glasgow  ;  6,  Cranston  Street  Mission — Presbytery  of  Glssgow ; 

7.  Great  Western  Boad -Presbytery  of  Glasgow;  8,  Shettlestone — Presbyteiy  of 
Glasgow;  9,  Kelty,  Presbytery  of  Kinross ;  10,  Dura  Street  3Iission — ^Preabyteiy  of 
Dundee;  11,  Wilson  Street  Territorkl—Presbytery  of  Dundee;  12,  Stomoway, 
Second  Charge — Presbytery  of  Lewis ;  18,  Sanday  Station — Presbytery  of  Grkney;  14, 
Brolas,  Presbytery  of  Mull ;  16,  Monren — Presbytery  of  Mull ;  16,  Ganre,  Preabyterj 
of  Dingwall ;  17,  Bourtree  Bush— Presbytery  of  Aberdeen;  18,  Isle  of  Whithorn — 
Presbytery  of  Wigton;  19,  Petition — Deacons'  Court  of  Cockbnmspath ;  20,  Strath- 
eonon — Application  from  Free  Presbytery  of  Dingwall ;  21,  Fordyce — Preabyterj  of 
Pordyce. 

III.  Applications  anent  Students  and  Ministers  from  other  Churches. — 1,  Ber. 
Thomas  Stewsrt;.2,  Mr  J.  T.  Bobertson;  8,  Mr  John  Feignson;  4,  Mr  Andrew 
Murray;  6,  Mr  David  Bisset';  6,  Mr  David  Macdonald;  7,  Mr  James  Scott;  8, 
Mr  Robert  Scott;  9,  Mr  James  H.  Mackenzie;  10,  Rev.  J.  Tnmbull;  11,  Mr. 
Malcolm  Fisher ;  12,  Mr  Geo.  Booth ;  18,  Mr  David  Brown ;  14,  Mr  Jas.  U.  Allan, 
probationer ;  15,  Rev.  James  Stockdale ;  16,  Mr  Alex.  Todd ;  17,  Mr  G.  T.  M'Leod; 
18,  Rev.  K  N.  B.  Millard  ;  19,  Mr  D.  J.  Nicolson;  20,  Rev.  Thomaa  Stewart. 

ly.  Applications  anent  Sales  and  Transference  of  Property. — 1,  Anderston,  Glaa- 
gow — Sale  of  church  and  school ;  2,  Finnieston,  Glasgow — Sale  of  church ;  8,  Wynd, 
Glasgow — Sale  of  church ;  4,  St  David's,  Glasgow — Sale  of  church ;  6,  Coupar- Angus 
— Sale  of  school;  6,  Cromarty — Sale  of  manse;  7,  Free  North,  Stirling^Sale  of  manse; 

8,  Bridgegate,  Glasgow — Sale  of  manse;  9,  Kilsyth — Sale  of  mineraU;  10,  St 
Stephen's,  Perth — Sale  of  ehurch ;  11,  Free  Gaelic  Church,  Dunoon — ^Application 
for  share  of  value  of  ecclesiaatical  buildings;  12,  Free  Presbytery  of  Kintyre-^Tians- 
fereneeof  endowment;  18,  Education  Committee — Sale  of  property;  14,  Dorris — 
Renunciation  of  lesse. 

THE  GBAKQX  0AS8. 

The  Assembly  then  took  up  petitions  from  the  Presbytery  of  Strothbogie  anent 
the  Grange  case.  The  first  petition  set  forth  that  the  libel  against  Mr  Murdoch 
extended  to  86  counts ;  that  at  present  the  Presbytery  was  very  much  reduced  in 
number  of  available  members,  the  result  being  that  members  available  for  carrying  on 
the  case,  are,  with  only  one  exception,  young  men,  with  little  experience  in  such  work ; 
and  that  Messrs  Murdoch  and  Moffat,  the  appellants,  had  persistently  aeensed  the 
Presbytery  of  unfairness,  unkindness,  prejudice,  and  gross  partiality,  in  connection 
with  the  case.  The  petitioners  therefore  craved  that  assessors  be  appointed  to  as- 
sist the  Presbytery,  or  a  special  Commission  to  carry  out  the  probation,  or  other- 
wise as  the  Court  might  see  fit.  Against  the  transmission  of  these  petitions  Mr 
Moffat  dissented  and  complained  and  appealed  to  the  Assembly. 

Parties  were  called,  and  Mr  Moffat  appeared  for  himself,  and  Mr  Gillespie,  clerk, 
for  the  Presbytery  of  Strathbogie. 

Mr.  MOFFAT  said  he  appealed  not  so  much  against  the  application  as  against 
its  terms ;  and  he  maintained,  in  the  course  of  a  long  speech,  that  the  Presbytery 
used  these  petitions  as  unwarrantable  means  of  prejudicing  Mr.  Murdoch,  with  a 
view  of  obtaining  an  unjust  verdict  against  him  from  the  Church  Courts. 

Mr.  GILLESPIE,  clerk  of  Presbytery,  addressed  the  Assembly  in  support  of  the 
petition,  urging  the  Assembly  to  assist  the  Presbytery  in  connection  with  the  case 
on  account  of  the  youth  and  inexperience  of  the  only  members  of  Presbytery  who 
were  sble  to  tske  part  in  prosecuting  the  libel,  and  contended  that  the  charges  of 
prejudice,  &c.,  stated  in  the  petition  had  been  fully  illustrated  in  Mr.  Moffat's 
pleadings. 

Parties  being  removed, 
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PriDdpftl  RAIKT  mored  that  aMessoxB  be  appointed  to  asaist  the  Presbytery 
ofStrathbogie. 

Dr.  THOMSON,  Paisley,  seconded  Dr.  Rainy*s  motion  for  the  appointment  of 
sascnors  to  the  Presbytery,  and  expressed  his  sarprise  that  Mr.  Mofiat  possessed 
of  that  experience  for  which  he  got  credit,  should  haye  complained  of  a  judgment, 
the  objeel  of  which  he  had  stated  his  approral.  Bot  he  was  still  more  surprised  to 
hetr  him  speak  of  ^  two  sides  of  the  House  "  on  a  judicial  question  like  this ;  as  if 
any  one  on  either  side  would  be  biassed  by  personal  or  party  feeling  in  deciding  any 
such  qoettioB.  Though  they  had  differences  of  opinion  on  some  questions  of  policy, 
jet  be  was  sore  that  on  no  side  of  the  House  would  any  one  be  biassed  in  disposing 
of  a  esse  like  this;  and  he  hoped  that  not  even  from  the  bar  would  they  ever  hear 
any  one  east  any  snapicion  on  the  strict  integrity  and  impartiality  of  the  Aasembly 
aa  a  judicial  Court. 

fht  finding  of  the  Asaembly  waa,  diamlaa  the  dissent  and  complaint,  and  so  far 
gmt  the  prayer  of  the  petition  aa  to  granting  aasessora  to  aid  the  Presbytery  in 
the  prosecution  of  thia  oaae. 

The  aeeond  petition  aet  forth  that  a  libel  had  been  aenred  on  Mr.  John  Mur- 
doeb,  minister  at  Grange,  and  that  the  fama  againat  him  had  eziaied  for  a  length 
of  time,  and  therefore  alao  the  diaorganiaation  of  the  congregation  of  Orange,  and 
the  m^ntenance  of  acandal  in  the  district,  to  the  diacredlt  of  the  Church  and  its 
disdpline.  The  Preabytery,  therefore,  petitioned  that  the  Assembly  should  direct 
the  Commission  of  Asaembly  to  take  np  any  appeala  in  the  Grange  eaae,  and  finally 
diapoae  ofthem. 

Mr.  MOFFAT,  in  objecting  to  the  aeeond  petition,  queationed  whether  the 
Aaaembly  had  the  power  to  remit  to  ita  Commiaaion  whatever  bnaineaa  it  pleaaed. 
It  would  be  ultra  vires  without  Mr.  Murdoch'a  conaent  to  deprive  him  of  hia  right 
to  hare  hia  case  decided  by  the  Supreme  Court.  The  diaorganised  atate  of  the  con- 
gregation referred  to  in  the  petition,  in  so  far  as  it  existed,  arose  from  the  sympathy 
of  the  people  with  Hr.  Murdoch,  and  their  belief  of  the  injustice  of  which  he  was 
aoiferi]^  from  the  action  of  the  Presbytery,  and  the  ungrateful  and  unchristian  con- 
duet  of  certain  local  parties.  The  congregation  had  no  confidence  in  the  present 
management^  and  had  consequently,  he  believed,  ceaaed  to  contribute  to  the  funda 
of  the  Church,  and  there  waa  a  danger  of  their  being  entirely  I  oat  to  the  Free 
Choreh  in  the  event  of  Mr.  Murdoch'a  removal.  The  acandal  to  religion  arose  from 
the  apparent  injnatice  and  oppresaion  connected  with  the  caae,  and  the  high-handed 
manner  in  which  it  had  been  conducted.  They  converted  innocent  actiona  into 
crimes,  and  bolstered  np  charges  by  aecret  manipulation.  Apart  from  the  proae- 
cQtoia  and  their  loeal  foUowera,  it  might  be  aaid  that  the  people  of  the  district  who 
knew  anything  of  the  ease  aympathised  with  Mr.  Murdoch.  The  Orange  congrega- 
tion waa  becoming  more  and  more  attached  to  him,  and,  on  the  whole,  it  did  not 
appear  that  Mr.  Murdoch'a  proaecntors  would  be  aucceaafnl  either  in  deatroying  hia 
inflQCnce  in  Grange  congregation,  or  promoting  their  own  influence,  by  a  mere 
policy  of  might. 

Mr.  GILLESPIE,  though  he  could  not  quote  any  precedent  for  referring  a  caae 
of  this  kind  to  Comm^ission,  contended  that  if  there  was  any  party  to  gain  by  the 
Commission  it  must  be  Mr.  Murdoch  himself.  The  petitioners  were  not  anxious  to 
conrict  Mj.  Mnrdoch,  but  rather  that  his  character  should  come  out  clear  as  the 
light  of  noonday.  The  petitioners  were  not  anxious  to  take  advantage  of  any  par- 
tieoiar  aeeident  or  drcumatance  to  bring  home  to  Mr.  Murdoch  even  their  own  con- 
rieUona  of  his  guilty  ahould  they  be  led  to  entertain  auch  convictiona  after  the  pro- 
bation of  the  libeL  What  they  were  anxioua  to  secure  was  that  tliis  case  should 
toon  come  to  a  cloae. 

Mr.  MOFFAT,  in  replying,  in  view  of  the  high  state  of  party  feeling,  could  not 
withdraw  his  constitutional  aigument  that  Mr.  Murdoch  was  entitled  to  have  the 
tight  of  appeal  reaerved. 

Dr.  RAIKT  aaid  he  had  no  doubt  of  the  competency  of  appointing  thia  caae  to 
be  dispoaed  of  finally  by  the  Commiaaion,  and  he  did  not  believe  that  an  accuaed 
pcnou  would  come  off  worae  at  the  Commiaaion  than  at  the  General  Aaaembly ;  but 
^t  had  not  been  their  practice  recently  to  direct  auch  caaea  as  the  present  to  be 
Dually  disposed  of  by  the  Commission,  and  he  did  not  think  they  should  revive  that 
practice  without  careful  consideration  of  the  class  of  cases  which  might  be  so  dis- 
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posed  of  by  the  CommiBBion.  He  dtd'not  tbink  it  neceBsary  to  dlBCius  the  qnestioii 
of  the  expediency  of  the  course  proposed  in  the  petition,  but  would  aimply  more 
"  Thtt  the  Assembly  sustain  the  appeal,  and  decline  to  remit  this  caase  to  tfao 
Commission  for  the  decision  of  the  appeal." 

Dr.  BEGG,  in  seconding,  said  that  he  could  on  no  account  hare  allowed  such  a 
case  to  be  finally  settled  by  the  Commission.  The  question  was  not  one  of  absolute 
power  on  the  part  of  the  Assembly.  As  a  general  rule  the  Assembly  could  empower 
its  Commission  to  do  all  that  it  could  do  itself,  but  their  recollectlona  of  ease* 
formerly  referred  to  Commission,  eren  on  the  authority  of  the  General  Assembly, 
were  somewhat  unsavoury.  On  the  other  hand,  the  Assembly  was  on  the  whole  a 
rery  safe  court  in  judicial  eases.  While  there  was  strong  feeling,  party  feeling,  if 
they  would,  in  the  Church,  he  thought  it  but  Justice  to  say  that  he  had  nerer  seen 
any  tendency  on  the  part  of  the  Assembly  to  manifest  any  party  feeling  in  a  jodieial 
case.  Any  minister,  he  thought,  might  commit  his  ease  with  the  most  perfect 
security  to  the  adjudication  of  the  Assembly. 

The  Assembly  agreed  to  sustain  the  dissent  and  complaint. 

THE  FOLLOKBHIELDS  QASM, 

The  Assembly  next  took  up  the  dissent  and  complaint^  and  protest  and  appeal, 
in  the  Pollokshields  case.  Stated  briefly,  a  new  ministerial  ohaige  was  opened  at 
Pollokahields,  and  at  the  request  of  eight  memorialists  the  Rev.  Jas.  Wells,  of 
Barony  Free  Church,  was  appointed  to  the  pastorate  by  the  Presbytery  of  Glasgow^ 
in  terms  of  last  General  Assembly's  deliTcrance.  This  proceeding  was  objeetwl  to 
by  the  appellants,  because  it  was  not  in  accordance  with  the  constitutional  laws  and 
immemorial  practice  of  the  Church,  as  no  opportunity  had  been  given  by  the  Pres* 
byteiy  to  the  members  of  the  Free  Church  at  Pollokshields  to  be  formed  into  a 
congregation  to  call  a  minister  in  the  ordinary  way.  Fifteen  members  of  Presbytery^ 
including  ministers  and  elders,  dissented,  and  protested  for  leave  to  complain  to  the 
Synod.  When  the  case  came  before  the  Synod,  the  dissent  and  eompldnt  was  dis- 
missed, and  the  judgment  of  the  Presbytery  affirmed.  A  protest  and  appeal  was 
then  taken  to  the  Assembly.  For  the  protest  and  appeal  there  appeared  at  the  bar 
of  the  Assembly  Messrs.  John  Stewart,  A.  B.  Birkmyre,  P.  M'Lachlan,  and  £vaa 
Gordon ;  and  for  the  Synod,  Messrs.  Isdale,  Alexander,  Howie,  and  Dr.  Adam. 

Mr.  STEWART,  on  behalf  of  the  appellants,  said  Mr.  Wells  had  been  called  to 
Pollokshields  by  eight  men  who,  perhaps,  had  no  connection  with  the  Free  Church. 
It  was  unfair  to  the  licentiates  of  the  Church  to  allow  a  comparative  number  of  men 
to  have  the  selection  of  ministers.  He  would  not  call  them  a  clique  or  a  coterie, 
but  into  the  hands  of  three  or  four  at  the  most  the  election  ef  ministers  te  one 
charge  or  another  fell.  The  effect  of  this  was  that,  unless  members  outside  aoeepted 
their  shibboleth,  there  would  be  no  chance  of  their  being  imported  into  the  great 
and  growing  city  of  Glasgow.  He  was  sure  the  ordained  ministers  and  the  licentiates 
of  the  Free  Church  were  not  yet  capable  of  seeking  the  favour  of  a  few  individuals 
for  the  sake  of  their  patronage.  It  was  not  desirable  in  the  Church  that  they  should 
have  ministers  after  the  same  stamp,  and  therefore  he  thought  the  Assembly  should 
not  countenance  such  a  proceeding  as  was  taken  in  this  case. 

Mr.  ISDALE,  in  defending  the  decision  of  the  Synod,  said  the  question  was 
whether  or  not  the  constitutional  laws  and  the  immemorial  practice  of  the  Church 
had  been  violated  by  the  instructions  given  te  the  Presbytery  of  Glasgow  by  the  last 
General  Assembiy,  and  by  the  action  of  the  Presbyteiy  of  Glasgow  in  carxying  out 
these  instructions.  He  thought  there  was  considerable  boldness  in  the  appellante 
asking  the  Assembly  to  find  that  the  previous  Assembly  was  guilty  of  dereliction 
of  duty.  There  was  no  use  telking  about  the  rights  of  the  Christian  people,  for 
the  Christian  people  had  no  right  to  call  a  minister  where  no  congnwgation  was  in 
existence.  It  was  an  entire  misapprehension  to  say  tiiat  the  appointment  was 
made  by  eight  individuals.  The  appointment  was  made  by  the  Presbytery  acting 
on  the  instruction  of  the  Assembly. 

Dr.  ADAM,  Glasgow,  also  addressed  the  Assembly  in  support  of  the  decisions 
of  the  Presbytery  and  Synod,  contending  at  some  length  that,  in  all  the  circnmstances 
c^nected  with  the  transference  of  Mr.  Wells  to  Pollokshields,  the  Presbytery  had 
tnly  followed  the  practice  of  the  Church  in  many  similar  cases  where  there  had  beco 
the  creation  of  new  charges,  and  had  acted  in  strict  accordance  with  the  deliverance 
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of  lasi  Aisembly  in  reference  to  the  ease  of  PoUokshields.  There  had  been,  he  main- 
tained, no  nanrpation  of  the  rights  of  the  people,  no  violation  of  the  iaw  or  tonatltntion 
of  the  Charch,  and  no  jieldiDg  to  a  money  power.  He  was  glad  to  say  that  Mr.  Wella 
had  been  sacoeaaful  at  Pollokshields  to  soch  an  extent  that  the  congregation  was  aboab 
to  bnild  a  ehnrch  which  was  to  cost  about  £1 1,000.  He  submitted  that  this  was  not  a 
time  to  discourage  Christian  men  who  were  willing  to  give  1  iberally  of  their  large  means 
to  aid  in  the  prosecution  of  church  extension,  and  who  would  be  tjie  rery  last  to  think 
of  usurping  eren  a  fragment  of  the  rights  of  the  Christian  people,  and  he  hoped  the 
Aaaembly  would  dismiss  the  appeal. 

The  Rev.  EYAN  GOBDON,  in  replying,  said — The  arguments  advanced  by  our 
friends  on  the  other  side  of  the  bar  appear  to  me  to  be  in  favour  of  patronage.  If 
they  prove  any  things  they  prove  the  neceasity  of  resorting,  in  other  cases  of  church 
extension,  to  the  same  method  as  that  which  has  been  followed  in  Pollokshields* 
If  it  is  a  right  thing  to  be  done,  why  not  act  upon  it  universally  ?  There  ia 
no  specialty  in  the  circumstances  of  Pollokshields,  to  warrant  such  a  wide  departure 
firom  the  method  hitherto  followed  in  the  extension  of  the  Church.  The  inhabitants 
of  that  wealthy  suburb  of  Glasgow  are  a  Christian  people,  well  able  to  judge  for 
themselves,  and  to  provide  religious  ordinances,  and  therefore  it  is  not  right  Uiat  a 
few  individoals  should  have  the  nomination  of  the  minister,  merely  because  they 
have  promised  some  pecuniary  aid. 

We  have  been  asked  by  our  friends  on  the  other  side,  why  have  we  not  opposed 
this  new  plan  of  church  extension  at  an  earlier  period  \  Our  answer  is,  that  no  case 
of  the  same  kind  has  occurred  but  the  Paisley  Road  case,  and  that  was  the  case 
which  led  us  to  look  into  the  new  plan.  But  the  argument  on  the  other  side, 
founded  on  our  non-resistance  in  the  Paisley  Road  case,  is  not  a  sound  one.  Sup- 
pose a  thief  has  succeeded  in  stealing  some  articlea,  and  got  a  few  miles  away  be* 
fore  the  articles  were  missed,  should  turn  round  and  say  to  the  detective  in  pursuit 
of  him,  why  have  yon  not  attended  to  your  duty  sooner  and  prevented  me  from 
stealing  those  articles  1  what  right  have  you  to  come  after  me,  and  to  apprehend 
me  here  1  In  opposition  to  this  style  of  reasoning,  we  hold  that  it  is  our  duty  to- 
arrest  wrong  proceedings  whenever  we  come  to  know  them.  This  we  have  done. 
At  the  same  time,  we  deeply  regret  that  a  minister  has  been  settled  at  Pollokshields 
before  the  question  of  principle  has  been  competently  disposed  of.  This  might  have 
been  avoided,  if  our  friends  who  commanded  a  majority  in  the  Presbytery  of  Glasgow^ 
had  been  a  little  more  conciliatory,  and  given  us  some  assurance  that  such  a  case 
would  not  occur  again.  When  I  saw  that  the  Presbytery  had  resolved  to  go  through 
with  their  novel  settlement,  I  felt  that  it  would  be  disagreeable  to  all  parties  to  per* 
sist  in  the  appeal,  and  therefore  I  offered  to  fall  from  it,  if  our  friends  should  say  that 
ihey  did  not  mean  to  defend  it  on  principle.  This  offer  was  rejected,  and  therefore 
we  felt  constrained  to  persist  in  our  appeal  in  order  to  get  the  matter  settled. 

Our  friends  on  the  other  side,  in  referring  to  the  right  of  the  Church  to  carry  the 
gosp«l  message  to  all  parts  of  the  world,  introduced  into  the  discussion  a  question 
that  is  altogether  irrelevant  to  the  present  case.  I  would  be  the  last  man  to  oppose 
the  g^rand  mission  of  the  Church  in  the  world,  but  this  is  a  question  affecting  the 
rights  of  Christian  people  in  a  particular  district,  and  not  to  be  confounded  with 
the  general  commission  to  preach  the  gospel  to  every  creature.  The  question  which 
we  have  raised  is  this,  whether  it  is  in  accordance  with  the  constitutional  laws  and 
practice  of  the  Church,  to  give  the  nomination  of  the  minister  of  a  new  charge  to  a 
few  individnals  who  have  promised  some  pecuniary  support  to  that  charge  1  We 
hold  that  this  is  unconstitutional,  and  that  no  such  thing  has  been  done  tUl 
1S74,  when  Dr.  Adam,  who  is  at  the  bar,  introduced  it  as  convener  of  the  Committee 
on  the  Sanctioning  of  Changes. 

Now,  Dr.  Adam  must  know  about  the  genesis  of  the  understanding  referred  t» 
in  the  sanctioning  of  Paisley  Road  and  Pollokshields.  When  the  Presbytery  of 
Glasgow  recommended  these  places  for  sanction,  nothing  was  said  or  known  about 
this  understanding,  and  therefore  we  infer  that  it  was  come  to  in  some  private 
way. 

Oor  friends  took  refuge  under  the  shadow  of  the  Assembly  of  1875,  but  we  hold 
that  the  Assembly,  in  aJSirming  the  recommendations  of  its  Committee  on  the 
Sanctioning  of  Changes,  went  l^yond  the  constitutional  laws  of  the  Church.  At 
the  same  time,  the  Aasembly  is  not  much  implicated  in  the  proceedings ;  it  simply 
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promised  ft  grant  of  X200  to  Pollokshielde,  on  the  nndentinding  that  the  Presbytery 
of  Glasgow  woold  tnuufer  a  regularly-ordidned  minister  to  the  ebsige.  It  did  noc 
enjoin  the  Presbytery  of  Glasgow  to  do  what  it  has  done,  but  simple  permitted  it 
to  be  done,  or  eonnired  at  it 

Dr.  BEGG  asked  whether  the  eight  individnals  mentioned  were  the  same  indiTx- 
doals  who  originslly  made  application  to  hare  the  eharges  sanctioned ! 

Hr.  HOWIE  replied  two  of  them  had  been  added.  Personal  application  was 
made  to  persons  who  might  be  thooght  Interested. 

Dr.  ADAM  also  stateid,  in  answer  to  a  question,  that  public  notice  was  giren  hy 
means  of  bills  and  adTcrtisemcnts,  and  three  meetings  were  called,  when  all  parties 
were  in  the  most  public  way  inyited  to  attend. 

Dr.  WILSON  said  in  many  respects  he  was  glad  this  case  had  come  up,  becanse  «t 
was  desirable  that  the  Assembly  should  have  had  folly  laid  before  them  the  existence 
of  the  need  for  church  extension  in  Glasgow,  and  the  modes  of  procedure  that  their 
experience  in  it  had  found  to  be  necessary  in  eanying  out  that  great  and  im- 
portant object  They  had  had  these  stated  yery  fully  from  the  bar,  and  he  was  glad 
tbat  an  opportunity  had  been  given  to  these  gentlemen  to  submit  the  liewa  which 
they  had  laid  before  them  to-day.  In  regard  to  what  had  been  alleged  as  the  rio- 
lation  of  prindple,  reference  had  been  maide  to  the  Claim  of  Bight,  the  First  Book 
of  Discipline,  and  an  old  forgotten  pamphlet  of  his  own.  Now,  it  must  be  in  the 
view  of  all  the  members  of  the  Assembly  that  no  question  in  regard  to  patronage 
came  before  Uiem  in  such  a  case  as  this.  What  was  patronage !  It  was  the  OTcr- 
riding  of  a  congregation  by  the  will  and  aeUon  of  a  particular  man  or  body  of  men. 
But  in  this  case  of  Pollokahields  there  was  no  eongitgation  to  be  imposed  upon  by 
patronage  or  force,  and  therefore  the  question  of  patronage  lay  outside  the  whole 
matter.  He  could  understand  statements  in  letters  and  leading  articles  in  the  seen- 
Isr  press  of  GIssgow,  denouncing  and  characterising  such  a  mode  of  procedure  as 
patronage.  He  could  understand  that»  for  all  the  members  of  the  General  Assembly 
were  aware  that  a  portion  at  least  of  the  secular  press  were  anxious  to  take  or  find 
occasion  of  fault-finding  with  the  Free  Church,  especially  if  it  was  indicating  any 
measure  of  zeal  and  intelligence  in  carrying  out  its  own  extension,  and  doing  Chris- 
tian good  to  the  community.  He  attached  no  importance  at  all  to  such  views  as 
expressing  any  sentiments  prevailing  within  the  bounds  of  the  Free  Church  itself. 
He  would  go  further,  and  say,  in  the  minds  of  Christian  men  who  desired  to  see  the 
prosperity  and  extension  of  the  kingdom  of  Christ  these  views  had  no  weight  The 
question  had  been  raised,  and  satis&ctorily  enough  settled  about  the  ecclesiastieal 
standing  of  the  memorialists ;  but  he  professed  he  could  not  attach  any  importance 
to  it  Even  supposing  it  had  been  true  that  these  six  memorialists  who  originally 
came  before  the  notice  of  the  General  Assembly,  and  on  whose  memorial,  at  the  in- 
stance of  the  Glasgow  Presbytery,  last  General  Assembly  sanctioned  this  church  at 
PoUokshields,  supposing  that  they  had  not  belonged  to  Uie  Free  Church,  but  wished 
to  concern  themselves  with  establishing  a  congregation  in  connection  with  the  Free 
Church,  and  for  the  maintenance  of  gospel  ordinances,  he  confessed  he  would  have 
made  them  very  welcome,  because  it  would  have  indicated  an  intelligent  under- 
standing on  the  part  of  some  zealous  men  outside  the  Free  Church  that  this  Chorch 
had  been  concerning  itself  very  specially  in  tiiis  particular  matter,  and  that  they 
thought  the  Free  Charch  were  the  best  parties  at  whose  disposal  their  fimds  should 
be  given.  He  would  propose  for  the  adoption  of  the  Assembly  the  following  motion : 
— **  After  ressoning,  the  General  Assembly  dismiss  the  protest  and  appeal,  and  find 
that  the  action  of  the  Presbytery  of  Glasgow  in  this  case  is  in  entire  confonnity 
with  the  instructions  contained  in  the  deliverance  of  last  General  Assembly  in  the 
application  for  the  sanctioning  of  PoUokshields  as  a  ministerial  charge.  Further, 
the  General  Assembly  desire  to  give  all  encouragement  to  the  progress  of  church 
extension  in  such  a  city  as  Glasgow,  due  regard  being  always  had  to  the  ecclcsisstical 
means  of  particular  districts,  and  the  interests  of  the  Free  Church  in  such  districtB, 
and  the  rightful  claims  of  the  members  of  the  Free  Church  residing  in  them. 

Dr.  THOMAS  SMITH  did  not  wish  to  be  pledged  to  agree  to  all  thestatemenU 
made  and  arguments  used  on  either  side  of  the  bar.  He  had  no  doubt  at  all  abont 
the  ground  that  this  motion  of  Dr.  Wilson's  covered.  The  action  of  the  Glasgow 
Presbytery  was  absolotely  and  directly  in  accordance  with  the  instructions  they  got 
from  the  General  AHcmbly  last  year  in  sanctioning  this  charge.    The  genesis  of 


8ATURDAT,  MAY  20,  1876.  33 

t]ie  raolntion  wig  to  be  counted  as  a  matter  with  which  they  eoald  not  poBsibly  lake 
anything  to  do,  and  if  they  were  to  open  the  door  and  inquire  into  such  matters  as 
thia,  there  wonld  be  no  possibility  of  condncting  the  basiness  of  the  Charch  at  all. 
He  could  not  certainly  subscribe  to  the  idea  that  the  ministerial  superintendence  of 
«  elutfge  was  in  no  case  to  be  giren  to  any  man,  otherwise  tlian  what  they  called  an 
exlatii^  congregation.  If  that  had  been  an  absolute  law,  he  should  not  haye  had 
the  pleasure  of  appearing  before  them  that  day,  as  it  so  happened  he  had  been  ap- 
pointed to  minister  to  a  congregation  of  200,000,000  of  people  without  having  seen 
one  of  them,  and  on  returning  to  tMs  counti7  he  was  appointed,  equally  without  call, 
to  be  miniater  of  a  church  which  did  not  existy  and  which  possibly  would  not  have 
giren  a  call  to  him  or  any  man.  But  if  there  was  a  Christian  district^  with  a  fair 
proportion  of  ?ree  Church  people  in  it,  then  caution  was  necessary  in  encouraging 
people  to  anticipate  and  forestall  the  action  of  the  Free  Church  by  the  planting 
down  of  a  ehurcn  which  would  yirtually  supersede  the  possibility  of  another  churcli 
irhich  might  be  more  suitable  for  them  being  established  in  the  same  district.  He 
begged  to  second  the  motion. 

Dr.  B£OG  thought  the  House  was  shut  up  to  Dr.  Wilson's  moUon,  but  at  the 
same  Ume  he  must  say  that  if  this  matter  had  come  up  by  memorial  to  the  As* 
sembly  instead  of  in  Uie  form  of  a  case,  it  wonld  hare  been  worthy  of  the  most 
aeriouB  consideration.  He  thought  they  mast  be  cautious,  when  sanctioning  charges, 
in  giving  power  to  small  numbers  of  individuals  to  proceed  to  the  appointment  of 
ministers  without  attempting,  at  least  in  the  first  place,  to  form  a  congregation,  and 
thus  create  an  electoral  body  entitled  to  call  a  minister.  This  was  just  the  origin 
of  the  old  system  of  Patronage.  It  would  be  extremely  wise  if  the  General  Assembly, 
in  dealing  with  such  cases,  would,  as  a  general  rule,  appoint  the  formation  of  a 
congregation  before  investing  the  few  individuals  coming  first  before  them  with  such 
absolute  power.  He  saw  the  difficulty  on  the  other  side,  and  one  could  see  that  it 
was  only  a  minister  of  some  standing  who  would  succeed  in  forming  a  congregation 
in  ineh  districts.  But  there  was  enough  brought  out,  in  his  opinion,  both  in  the 
diaeossion  that  day  and  in  the  discussion  in  the  newspapers,  to  indicate  the  danger. 
He  agreed  entirely  with  Dr.  Wilson  that  the  opinions  of  newspapers  were  not 
worth  anything  aa  a  general  rule  on  theological  qjoestions ;  they  should  rather,  he 
thought,  be  read  backwards  generally,  yet  at  the  same  time,  they  could  ascertain 
bow  the  wind  waa  blowing  through  such  channels  as  ordinary  newspapers.  He 
thought  they  were  committed  to  the  deliverance  proposed ;  but  he  hoped  the  result 
of  this  discussion  would  be  to  induce  caution  in  the  future  operations  of  the  Church. 
The  necessities  of  Glasgow,  of  course,  were  immense,  and  they  could  not  be  too 
tliankfal  to  those  who  were  seeking  to  establish  churches  in  that  great  city.  Te  t, 
at  the  same  time,  they  must  conserve  their  own  principles  and  endeavour  to  do  the 
greatest  amount  of  good  always  in  conformity  with  the  maintenance  of  these  prin- 
ciplea. 

Professor  BAINT  had  no  objection  to  any  words  of  caution  the  members  of  the 
House  thought  fit  to  address.  At  the  same  time,  after  what  had  passed,  he  felt 
bound  to  say  that  they  must  remember  in  this  case  it  was  the  judgment  of  the  Pres- 
byteiry  that  was  really  the  decision.  They  must  trust  much  to  the  judgment  o{ 
I^reabyterics  in  regard  to  cases  of  this  kind,  and  he  must  add  his  strong  impressiou 
Uiat  it  would  continue  to  be  the  case  that  the  important  objects  would  fall  to  be 
provided  for  in  Glasgow,  and  probably  elsewhere,  that  could  nob  be  efficiently  pro- 
vided for  in  any  other  way  than  substantially  in  the  way  that  had  been  taken  in  some 
of  these  cases.  At  the  same  time,  he  quite  agreed  that  the  very  strength  of  the 
procedure  in  such  cases  would  be  best  secured  by  great  circumspection  in  applying 
the  method. 

The  motion  was  then  adopted,  and  the  decision  intimated  to  the  parties  at 
the  bar. 

BEPOBT  ON  PSALMODY. 

Mr.  AIT'DREW  MELVILLE,  Glasgow,  the  convener  of  this  committee,  gave  in 
the  report  (Appendix  XXY.).  In  submitting  the  report,  he  alluded  to  the  efforts 
being  made  by  school  boards  to  give  instruction  in  music,  and  said  that  when 
the  generation  that  waa  now  in  training  grew  up,  there  would  not  be  such  a  call  upon 
the  Church  to  supply  the  means  for  improving  the  psalmody;  and  he  urged  upon 
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miniBtera  and  elders  connected  with  school  boards  to  do  their  ntmost  io  promote 
the  teaching  of  singing  at  sight.  There  was  at  present  a  disposition  to  raise  the 
qaestion  of  instrumental  mnsie,  and  if  there  was  a  desire  on  the  part  of  any  memben 
of  this  Charch  to  prerent  that  question  being  raised  more  prominently  and  pointedly 
than  it  had  been,  the  best  way  to  do  so  was  to  promote  this  practical  training  of 
congregations  in  psalmody,  so  that  they  might  become  so  peifect  In  singing  that 
instramental  mnsic  would  not  be  desired,  but  rather  refused.  He  was  sure  the  only 
reason  why  this  matter  was  assuming  proportions  in  some  quarters  was  this,  that 
men  were  anxious  to  listen  to  some  sort  of  music  in  the  Church,  because  they  could 
do  nothing  themselTes  that  pleased  their  ear.  If  they  learned  to  do  somethings 
themselres,  and  congregations  combined  in  harmonious  melody,  they  would  not 
desire  so  much  to  hear  an  instrument. 

Mr.  KIDSTON  (elder),  in  moving  the  adoption  of  the  report,  said — It  was  the 
most  thoroughly  practical  report  that  he  had  seen  for  some  time.  The  first  thing 
treated  of  in  it  is  congregational  psalmody,  and  a  series  of  queries,  eleven  in  number, 
had  been  addressed  to  congregations.  These  queries,  the  House  will  observe,  if 
they  examine  them,  are  of  so  practical  a  character  as  to  afiford,  when  fully  answered, 
as  they  have  nearly  all  been,  >  distinct  view  of  the  state  of  psalmody  in  the  con- 
gregations which  reply  to  them ;  and  when  it  is  mentioned  that  no  fewer  than  455 
congregations  have  replied  to  the  queries  issued  by  the  Psalmody  Committee,  the 
House  will  be  ready  to  believe  that  there  was  now  an  evidenUy  wide-spread  interest 
in  the  subject,  and  a  decided  desire  for  improvement. 

It  was  interesting  to  notice  that,  though  publicly  recognised,  musical  Inatitates 
are  of  comparatively  recent  date;  yet  the  committee,  in  the  returns  which  have 
been  sent  to  them,  are  informed  that  no  fewer  than  112  precentors  possess  certificates 
from  the  Tonic  Sol-fa  College,  the  Society  of  Arts,  or  the  Glasgow  Andersonian 
University,  fourteen  having  certificates  of  the  highest  grade.  Some  of  them,  again, 
have  our  "  Psalmody  Committee  "  certificates.  Of  course  these  certificated  precentors 
are  chiefly  in  the  large  towns,  but  a  few  also  are  located  in  remote  country  districts. 

In  the  returns  to  which  I  have  alluded,  78  congregations  request  that  teachers  of 
music  may  be  sent  to  them.  The  committee  has  done  something  during  the  past  winter 
in  the  way  of  visiting  congregations  and  organising  classes.  If,  however,  assistance 
to  congregations  in  this  important  matter  is  to  be  attempted  on  a  more  extensive 
scale,  the  committee  would  require  to  be  supplied  with  adequate  funds,  and  they 
wonld,  therefore,  urge  upon  the  Church  to  give  the  mode  of  providing  these  necessary 
funds  their  most  serious  consideration.  The  Treasurer  has  been  enabled  to  find 
Biifficient  means  to  retain  the  valuable  services  of  Mr.  Colin  Brown,  Ening  Lecturer 
on  Music  in  the  Andersonian  University,  who  has  visited  and  addressed  congrega> 
tions  in  a  number  of  districts,  and  has  assisted  congregations  in  procuring  the 
services  of  qualified  precentors,  and  also  aided  those  who  hold  first-class  certificates 
to  obtain  first-class  positions. 

The  very  small  salaries  reported  to  the  committee  as  being  given  to  preceniora 
shows  that  there  is  a  tremendous  lee-way  to  make  up,  in  order  to  have  satisfactory 
congregational  singing  in  the  great  bulk  of  our  congregations. 

The  only  two  efficient  methods  of  promoting  congregational  singing  are — first, 
by  choirs  and  congregational  classes,  more  especially  when  they  are  taught  not  only 
to  read  music  by  notes,  but  also  to  read  music  at  sight ;  and,  second,  by  teaching 
children  to  read  music  at  sight  in  day-schools. ' 

The  School  Board  of  Glasgow  has  paid  a  good  deal  of  attention  to  teaching  the 
large  number  of  scholars  under  their  superintendence  to  read  music  at  sight  And 
at  a  late  demonstration  in  the  City  Hall,  a  large  number  of  children,  at  or  about 
the  early  age  of  seven  years,  passed  most  satisfactorily  through  the  sight-singing 
test.  That  is  to  say,  that  music  which  they  had  never  seen  was  presented  to  them» 
and  those  little  creatures  sung  it  at  sight. 

For  promoting  this  object,  the  School  Board  of  Glasgow  has  adopted  the  "  Tonic 
Sol-&  system,"  and  the  striking  success  of  the  notation  and  method  of  this  system 
has  led  to  its  almost  universal  adoption  in  all  elementary  day-schools  which  profess 
to  teach  music  from  notes,  and  in  almost  every  case  where  singing  at  sight  h 
taught  The  great  Creator  has  given  us  a  vocal  organ  in  our  throat,  an  instrument 
of  wondrous  mechanism,  and,  I  think,  we  may  gather  that  Scripture  requires  that 
our  people  should  be  instructed  how  to  develop  its  powers,  how  to  preserve  it  in 
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bealthj  eonditioD,  and,  abore  aU,  bow  to  put  it  to  a  proper  nae.  This  instrnmeiit, 
from  tho  Toxy  natare  of  its  oonstnetion,  ia  obTioiialj  not  intended  eolelj  for  speaking, 
but  ia  intended  alao  for  singing. 

I  wonld  liko  to  say  that  music  is  the  langoage  of  emotion,  and  is  fitted  to  awaken 
or  giro  expression  to  every  Tariety  of  feeling, 

"  From  grave  to  gay,  from  lively  to  severe.* 

Hnman  natare  has  been  defined  as  threefold:  on  the  lower  side  it  loaches  the 
animaU  on  its  highest  side  the  divine.  According  to  this  division,  muaie  may  be 
classed  as  addressed  to  the  divine,  the  haman,  or  the  animal  emotions  of  oar  nature. 
When  *'  married  to  immortal  verse,"  mnsic  is  most  powerful  and  suggestive.  And 
it  is  quite  troe  that  both  musie  and  poetry,  according  to  its  character,  may  be  either 
elevating  or  demoralising  in  its  tendency.  And  here  I  wonid  like  to  notice  the 
relative  place  which  mnsic  occupies  in  a  concert-room  and  in  the  house  of  Qod.  In 
a  eoncert-room  you  look  to  the  mnsic  alone ;  to  be  pleased  with  it  is  the  purpose 
and  end  for  which  yon  attend  the  concert  In  the  sanctuary  this  is  altogether 
dififerent.  In  the  boose  of  Qod  we  should  always  remember  that  music  is  a  means 
to  an  end,  and  not  the  end  itself;  the  end  is  the  praise  of  God,  and  the  giving  to 
Him  tiie  sweet  mnsic  of  the  devout  heart.  The  praise  there  is  a  sacrifice  to  Qod, 
and  not  a  sacrifice  to  musical  taste.  And  when  the  music  in  the  sanctuary  is  of 
sach  a  chancter  as  to  cause  Qod  to  be  forgotten,  wliich  is  often  the  case,  I  can  only 
cay  that  in  such  circumstances  there  is  no  more  profane  thing  in  the  world  than 
this  sacred  mnaic ! 

Still,  sir,  music  and  praise  have  been  joined  together  by  divine  authority,  and 
oor  muMcal  fsenlties  were  certainly  intended  by  the  Creator  to  promote  moral  and 
religions  ends,  and  therefore  it  is  the  bounden  duty  of  all  to  submit  to  a  course  of 
mnsieal  training.  And  while  fine  elaborate  music,  in  certain  circumstances,  may 
veally  divert  or  hinder  the  mind  from  true  praise  in  the  house  of  Qod,  it  does  not 
follow  that  ih»  sweet  musio  of  Uie  devout  heart  which  He  requires,  whose  eyes  are  a 
flame  of  fire,  and  who  sees  us  through  and  through,  is  evolved  in  proportion  to  the 
amount  of  jargon,  and  mueh  less  of  the  miscellaneous  caterwauling,  which  is  produced 
from  nothing  else  than  a  sinful  neglect  of  musical  instruction.  Praise^  like  prayer,  is 
an  important  Christian  duty,  and  there  is  no  possible  reason  why  our  singing  in 
Uie  sanctuary  should  be  either  meagre  in  style  or  slovenly  in  execution.  The  Scripture 
speaks  of  a  "  comely  service,"  and  praise  in  our  churches  can  never,  with  propriety, 
be  ehaiacterised  as  such  until  our  members  have  undezgone  a  course  of  musical 
training.  There  are  certain  proprieties  of  style  which  may  well  be  called  fundamental ; 
there  must  be  measured  time,  expression,  and  harmony ;  and  music  in  the  absence 
of  these  properties  will  degenerate  into  "jargon ;"  therefore  every  Christian  owes  it 
to  his  feUow-worshippers  that  he  should  not  by  any  want  of  skill  and  taste,  which  he 
can  remedy  with  a  little  trouble  and  a  little  application,  disturb  or  hinder  others  in 
their  worship.  Since  music  is  connected  with  praise  by  divine  authority,  as  a  mode  of 
giving  outward  expression  to  it,  although  we  may  praise  Qod  without  opening  our 
mouth ;  yet  as  in  giving  public  audible  expression  of  our  praise,  music  and  praise,  as  I 
have  sidd,  are  connected  by  divine  authority,  then  the  right  enjoyment  of  this  priyilege 
involves  duties  and  responsibilities  in  regard  to  members  of  congregations.  In  the  sug- 
gestions contained  in  this  report,  it  is  of  course  in  hoc  statu  assumed  that  vocal  music 
alone  (the  fruit  of  the  lips)  is  authorised  by  the  New  Testament  to  be  employed  in  public 
worship— the  attention  of  the  committee  is  confined  to  this.  They  therefore  propose 
no  fundamental  change,  but  only  an  improvement  upon  what  at  present  exists  in  our 
Church,  and  to  bring  vocal  music  in  it  up  to  the  proper  standard. 

I  take  exception  to  the  common  saying,  ^  Oh,  you  should  attend  to  vocal  music, 
in  order  to  prevent  the  introduction  of  instrumentid  music  into  the  Church."  On  the 
contrary^  I  distinctly  say  there  is  a  divine  obligation  upon  all  to  cultivate  the  musical 
faculties  which  Qod  has  given  them,  while  at  the  same  time  I  maintain  that  there  is 
not  a  vestige  of  authority  for  the  use  of  instrumental  music  in  religious  services  of 
the  sanctuaiy  under  the  New  Testament  Church. 

Mlien  it  is  recommended  that  the  music  should  be  in  the  pew,  as  well  as  the 
words  to  be  sung,  I  hope  no  one  will  look  upon  this  as  a  fundamental  change.  I 
would  say,  it  was  rather  "going  back  upon  the  old  paths."  At  the  Reformation, 
and  for  a  century  afterwards,  the  Psalm-books  were  furnished  with  tunes  in  parts,  by 
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aathority  of  the  Church.  This  practice  was,  nnfortniiately  as  I  think,  given  up  when 
the  present  yersion  of  the  Psalma  was  introduced  in  1650,  and  has  continned  in 
abeyance  till  rerlTed  by  the  Free  Chnrch.  I  think  it  waa  an  error  giving  it  up,  aa 
it  has  resulted  in  injurious  consequences. 

The  aigument  in  the  matter  may  be  stated  as  followB : — 

If  yon  have  the  words  in  the  pew  because  they  are  not  upon  the  memory,  yon 
may,  on  a  similar  ground,  have  the  music  in  the  pew  because  yon  haye  not  the  mnalo 
in  your  memory.  If  the  congregation  in  singing  the  praise  of  GK>d  had  both  the 
words  and  music  on  their  memories,  this  would,  in  my  opinion,  be  the  opUmum. 

On  a  practical  point  connected  with  the  improyement  of  Psalmody,  if  I  were 
asked  whether  a  "choir"  was  an  adyantsgeous  thing,  I  would  say  that  this  wonld 
altogether  depend  on  what  the  choir  was  meant  to  do.  If  it  was  intended  to  be  a 
substitute  for  congregational  singing  it  would  be  an  evil.  I  enUrely  object  to 
yicarious  singing,  or  singing  by  proxy.  If  it  were  a  volunteer  choir,  co-operating 
with  a  yigorous  *' congregational  class,"  then  it  would  be  an  advantage  to  luve  the 
parts  led-^the  terminus  ad  quern  being  that  the  whole  congregation  should  ultimately 
be  the  choir.  One  head  of  encouragement  in  improving  our  Psalmody  arises  from 
the  circumstance  that  the  cultivation  of  music  is  rapidly  becoming  one  of  the  notable 
facta  of  the  age ;  and  one  reason  why  I  am  anxious  to  bring  the  subject  under  Uie 
spedal  notice  of  the  Chnrch  is  because  it  seems  to  me  that  there  is  a  solemn  duty 
on  the  part  of  the  Church  to  give  this  rising  power  a  safe  and  useful  direction. 

If  then  the  Assembly  wish  the  Committee  to  furnish  congregations  the  meaoa 
both  in  money  and  men  to  bring  up  the  lee- way  on  their  Psalmody,  it  will  be  neeea- 
sary  that  the  committee  should  be  supplied  with  sufficient  funds  to  enable  them  to 
accomplish  this  object,  which  your  committee  will  undertake  usefully  to  employ,  to 
the  extent  with  which  they  are  furnished  with  the  necessary  funds. 

Allow  me^  sir,  in  conclusion,  to  say  that  the  main  object  of  music  in  the  honae 
of  God  is  to  give  expression  to  reli|^ous  feelings.  If  it  hinders  or  diverts  aneh 
religions  feelings  it  is  bad.  The  pleasure  derived  from  music  in  public  worsldp 
should  also  be  a  religious  and  not  a  mere  musical  pleasure— not  a  mere  entertain- 
ment for  the  gratification  of  the  senses ;  and  certainly  it  shonld  be  the  very  opposite 
of  what  is  sometimes  said  in  the  United  States,  as  I  have  heard,  and  it  is  possible  it 
might  be  said  or  felt  elsewhere,  when  two  ladies  who  meet  each  other  do  not  put 
the  question, "  Where  do  yon  worship  1 "  but» "  My  dear  Miss  Mary,  what  mnsic  do 
yon  rit  under  1 "  ignoring  altogether  both  the  hearing  of  Uie  Word  and  the  real 
nature  of  praise. 

The  sensuous  feeling  sought  to  be  created  in  Popish  mass-houses  by  a  perform* 
ance  of  sacred  music  i»  not  only  not  true  praise,  but  if  people  choose  skilfully  to 
analyse  their  feelings,  they  will  find  that  it  \b  not  even  akin  to  it. 

Professor  DOUGLAS  seconded  the  motion. 

The  Assembly  approved  of  the  report,  and  recorded  their  thanks  to  the  com- 
mittee,  especially  to  Uie  convener,  and  reappoint  the  committee,  with  Mr.  Melville 
as  convener,  and  Mr.  Colin  Brown  aa  secretary. 

The  General  Assembly  cordially  approved  of  the  efforts  of  the  committee  to  im- 
prove the  practice  of  Psalmody,  and  to  increase  the  interest  therein  throughout  the 
Church.  They  are  gratified  to  notice  that  communications  have  been  received  from 
no  fewer  than  455  congregations  of  the  Church,  expressing  their  interest  in  the 
subject,  their  desire  for  improvement,  and  their  anxiety  to  receive  such  aid  in  that 
direction  as  the  eonunittee  may  be  put  in  a  position  to  give ;  and  they  earaeatly 
uige  those  who  have  it  in  their  power  to  do  so,  to  aid  the  committee  with  means 
for  the  furtherance  of  thia  most  desirable  objeci. 

The  General  Assembly  again  authorised  the  Hymn  Committee,  if  they  see  cause, 
to  hand  over  to  the  Psalmody  Committee,  either  in  whole  or  in  part,  the  royalty  paid 
them  on  the  Hymn-book,  to  aid  them  in  defraying  the  ordinaiy  expenses  inennedy 
including  remuneration  to  tiie  Secretary. 

OAHB  07  MABTKnUC 

The  Assembly  called  for  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Maiykirk,  which  being 
printed  and  in  the  hands  of  the  members,  was  referred  to  by  Sir  H.  W.  Moncreiff, 
the  convener,  who  addressed  the  Assembly  thereanent 

In  oonneetion  with  this  report^  the  Assembly  took  up  a  petition  from  the  Prea- 
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by Urj  of  SUxliDg,  orairing  the  dlBcharge  of  the  oommittee,  as  the  reiBon  for  their  ap- 
pointment  bo  longer  exists. 

The  Assembly  aathorised  the  Deaoona'  Coort  of  Korth  Church,  Stirling,  io  engross 
in  their  record  a  minnte  on  their  part  agreeing  to  withdraw  certain  expressions  in 
their  minntea  whldi  were  objected  to  by  the  Marykirk  Committeei  and  at  the  same 
time  inatmcted  them  to  engross  in  their  record  the  communication  sent  to  them  by 
the  Marykirk  Committee,  and  also  thia  delirerance  of  the  Assembly. 

The  Assembly  empowered  the  Conmiission  at  any  of  its  stated  diets  to  dispose  of 
any  dissent  or  appeal  which  may  ariae  regarding  a  new  site  or  building  for  Marykirk 
Church. 

The  Aasembly  discharged  the  Marykirk  Committee. 

The  Assembly  approred  generally  of  the  report,  and  recorded  their  thanks  to  the 
oommlttee,  especially  to  the  conrener. 

MABBIAQX  A7FINITT. 

The  Assembly  called  for  the  Beport  of  the  Committee  on  Marriage  Affinity, 
which  being  printed  and  in  the  hands  of  the  members,  was  referred  to  by  Principal 
DOUQL  AS,  a  member  of  committee,  who  addressed  the  Assembly  thereanent 

The  Assembly  approved  of  the  report,  and  recorded  their  thanks  to  the  committee 
and  espedally  to  the  oonyener,  and  reappointed  the  committee,  with  Professor  Cand- 
Uah  as  conTena*. 

The  Assembly  resolred  to  petition  both  Houses  of  Parliament  against  the  Bill 
introduced  by  Sir  Thomas  Chambers  to  remove  doubts,  and  remit  to  the  committee 
to  prepare  petitiona. 

BAHOHOBT  BEQUSBT. 

The  Assembly  called  for  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Banchory  Bequest 
There  was  no  report,  and  the  Assembly  reappointed  the  committee  with  the  same 
inatmetions  as  formerly — ^Dr.  Wilson,  conrener. 

PABAFHBA8KS  AND  HTMNS. 

The  Assembly  called  for  the  Beport  of  the  Committee  on  Paraphraaes  and 
Hymns,  and,  on  the  suggestion  of  Dr  ADAM,  the  conTener,  the  Assembly  discharged 
the  committee,  and  directed  that  any  proceeds  that  may  accrue  from  the  sale  of 
Hymn  Books  shall  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Finanee  Committee. 

QUSnr  BTBEKT  OHDBOH,  INYKBNXSS. 

The  Assembly  discharged  the  citation  to  Queen  Street  Church,  Inremess,  seeing 
their  obligation  to  the  United  Presbyterian  Church  had  been  discharged. 
The  Assembly  then  adjonmed,  to  meet  on  Monday  at  twelre  o'clock. 


MONDAY,  MAY  22. 

The  General  Assembly  of  the  Free  Church  resumed  its  sittings  to-day  at  tweWe 
o'clock— Dr.  M'Lauchlan,  Moderator. 

ADDBIBS  TO  THB  QUBXN. 

Dr.  MOODY  STUABT  read  the  following  address  to  Her  Majesty,  which  had 
been  prepared  by  the  committee  appointed  by  the  Assembly : — 

"  Edinburgh,  22d  May  1876. 
'*  To  the  Queen's  Most  Bxcellent  Majesty. 

"May  it  pleaae  your  Majesty,^We,  the  Ministers  and  Elders  of  the  Free 
dmrch  of  Scotland,  met  in  Qeneral  Assembly,  desire  to  approach  your  Majesty  on 
the  oeeaaion  of  the  annirersary  of  your  Majesty's  birthday  with  our  sincere  congra- 
tulationa*  and  with  the  renewed  aasuianee  of  our  unabated  attachment  to  your 
Miyesty'a  penon,  and  loyalty  to  your  Majesty's  throne. 

**  Wo  £^Te  humble  and  hearty  thanks  to  the  Giver  of  all  good  for  the  prosperity 
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which  tiie  nation  has  enjoyed  for  bo  many  yean  nnder  yoar  Majesty's  wise  and 
beneficent  reign. 

**  We  desire  to  congxatnlate  yonr  Migesty  on  the  return  of  His  Royal  Highness 
the  Prinee  of  Wales  in  safety  and  health  from  his  yisit  to  yoor  Majesty*s  Indian 
dominions,  and  we  pray  that  his  visit  may  be  followed  by  the  best  results  in  that 
great  country. 

"  We  humbly  assure  your  Majesty  that  fervent  prayers  are  constantly  offered  up 
to  God  in  all  our  Church  Courts  and  congregatious  for  your  Migesty's  welfare,  for 
the  sanctification  of  providential  events,  and  for  the  divine  blessing  on  your 
Migesty's  family  and  Government. 

"  That  it  may  please  God  Almighty  to  preserve  your  Majesty  to  reign  long  over 
tis,  that  He  may  enrich  you  with  all  spiritual  blessings  in  our  Lord  and  Saviour 
Jesus  Christ,  and  that  He  may  in  the  end  receive  yon  into  His  own  everlasting 
rest,  is  the  earnest  prayer, 

"  May  it  please  your  Mi^esty,  of  yoor  Mig'esty's  loyal  and  dntiihl 
subjects,  the  Ministers  and  Elders  of  the  Free  Chnrch  of 
Scotland,  in  General  Assembly  convened." 

Lord  EINTORE  said  he  was  sure  it  gave  the  House  great  pleasure  to  adopt  this 
address,  for  whilst  its  spiritual  allegiance  must  ever  be  distinctly  defined,  still  oon< 
currently  with  that  they  did  not  forget  their  allegiance  in  things  that  were  temporal 
to  Her  Mijesty  the  Queen,  and  that  they,  in  common  with  their  fellow-subjects, 
could  most  cordially  pray  for  Her  Majesty,  whether  in  sorrow  or  in  joy,  "  God  save 
the  Queen."  Perhaps  they  might  be  pardoned  in  giving  vent  to  their  feelings  in 
the  other  expression,  "  God  bless  the  Prince  of  Wales,"  and  in  uniting  with  our 
fellow-subjects  elsewhere  in  wishing  that  His  Royal  Highness'  recent  visit  to  India 
might  be  followed,  as  the  address  so  wisely  put  it,  with  beneficial  results  not  only 
to  Her  Mijesty's  vast  dominions  there,  but  in  the  mother  country  also ;  that  His 
Royal  Highness*  life  might  be  one  of  continued  benefit  to  this  coontiy,  and  that, 
adding  to  the  pleasure  he  received  in  being  among  them.  His  Royal  Highness 
might  not  forget  the  responsibilities  of  his  high  and  exalted  position. 

The  address  was  unanimously  adopted. 

BBFOBT  OF  THE  OOMMITTEK  ON  THE  DISTRIBUTION  OF  PROBATIONEHS. 

Dr.  Thomas  Smith  gave  in  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Distribntion 
and  Employment  of  Probationers.     (Appendix  No.  XYI.) 

In  laying  the  report  on  the  table.  Dr.  SMITH  said  that  whatever  might  be  the 
future  prospects  of  their  Chnrch,  they  had  no  ground  to  fear  that  the  interests  of 
their  Church  would  be  compromised,  or  that  they  would  fall  off  in  consequence  of 
any  &1ling  off  In  the  character  of  their  students  or  probationers.  He  had  bee^ 
brought  into  contact  with  them  very  intimately,  and  he  was  able  to  say  with  per- 
fect truth  that  there  never  was  a  time  when  there  was  more  heartiness  and  moro 
real  desire  to  promote  the  interests  of  the  Church,  and  to  subordinate  their  own 
interests  to  those  of  the  Church,  than  there  was  among  the  great  body  of  the  pro- 
bationers at  this  moment;  and  he  was  very  sure  that  those  who  were  to  succeed 
them  would  be  able  to  maintain  the  place  of  those  who  had  gone  before  with  credit 
to  themselves  and  honour  to  the  Church. 

Mr.  OMOND,  of  Monzle,  in  moving  the  adoption  of  the  report,  said  that  the 
provisions  of  the  Act  of  Assembly  were  now  giving,  if  not  entire,  at  least  increased 
satisfaction  to  the  probationers  of  the  Church.  It  was  a  cause  of  regret  thst,  as 
mentioned  in  the  report,  some  of  the  congregations  had  not  applied  to  the  commit- 
tee for  supply,  and  this  was  true  of  several  of  the  larger  congregations.  The  com* 
mittee  had  no  power  to  enforce  the  law ;  that  lay  with  the  Presbyteries.  The  report 
called  attention  to  the  fact,  that  the  present  supply  of  preachers  is  idmost  exactly 
equal  to  the  present  demand.  The  harvest  truly  is  great,  and  the  labourers  are  few, 
and  prayer  to  the  Lord  of  the  harvest  should  be  made.  The  convener,  whose  sympathy 
with  the  probationers,  and  attention  to  the  business  entrusted  to  the  committee,  was 
most  marked,  was  well  entitled  to  the  thanks  of  the  Assembly.  He  begged  to 
move — "That  the  General  Assembly  approve  of  the  report,  and  record  its  thaaka 
to  the  committee,  and  especially  to  the  convener;  and  direct  Presbyteries,  in 
declaring  vacancies,  to  eause  the  Act  of  1872  tn  be  read  from  the  pulpit,  and  to 
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f  natruei  modentora  in  yacani  congregatioiui  to  draw  the  attention  of  congregations 
to  tlie  proTiaions  of  the  Act." 

Mr.  FALCONER,  Mary  ton,  aeeonded  the  motion,  and  in  doing  bo,  paid  a  tribute 
to  Dr.  Smith  for  the  unwearied  energy  and  hearty  interest  with  which  he  conducted 
the  boainesa  of  the  committee,  whose  report  had  jast  been  laid  before  the  Assembly. 
He  remarked  that  it  must  be  matter  of  much  satisfaction  to  the  members  of  this 
Honae,  that  the  Act  of  1872  had  been  found  to  work  so  satisfactorily,  and  that  the 
relationa  of  the  committee  to  the  probationers  on  the  one  hand,  and  to  the  congrega- 
tions  on  the  other,  were  bo  pleasant  as  had  been  indicated  by  the  convener.  He 
thought  .they  should  do  all  they  could  to  disabuse  the  minds  of  the  people  of  the 
idea  that  the  supply  of  probatiooera  sent  down  by  the  committee  was  of  an  inferior 
kind.  The  fact  that  five  probationers  who  had  been  supplied  by  the  committee  had 
obtained  appointments  during  the  year,  was  sufficient  of  itself  to  dispel  such  an 
Idea.  They  had  taken  a  leaf  out  of  the  book  of  their  friends  of  the  United  Presby- 
terian Church  in  the  arrangements  made  in  1872,  and  he  thought  that  they  might 
with  adrantage  learn  yet  another  lesson  from  them.  They  had  a  uniform  rate  of 
remuneration  for  probationers,  whereas  the  United  Presbyterians  had  adopted  a 
carefully  graduated  scale,  according  to  which  the  probationer  was  paid  at  a  rate  pro- 
portioned to  the  standing  of  the  congregation  and  the  salary  of  the  minister  for  whom 
he  officiated.  It  was  necessary  that  the  Church  should  look  into  this  matter,  and 
make  some  new  arrangement,  aa  in  these  days  a  guinea  a  week  was  altogether  in- 
Adequate  as  a  means  of  sustenance.  He  had  much  pleasure  in  seconding  the  adop- 
tion of  the  report. 

Dr.  GEOBGB  SMITH  (elder)  said  he  had  no  doubt  that  the  more  the  committee 
were  supported  in  earrying  out  the  Act  of  Assembly  aa  to  probationers  supplying 
Tacant  charges  in  rotation,  the  more  popular  their  work  would  become.  Very  much 
of  the  success  of  the  committee  in  former  years  had  been  due  to  the  wisdom,  tact, 
geniality,  and  also  generosity  with  which  the  conyener  had  carried  out  the  orders 
of  the  Assembly,  and  he  thought  that  ought  to  be  recognised  by  the  Assembly,  as 
U  was  in  the  resolution  now  proposed.  He  had  been  anticipated  in  a  remark  he 
intended  to  make  aa  to  the  rate  of  remuneration  of  probationers.  The  present  rate 
was  unworthy  of  the  Free  Church,  and  unworthy  of  the  character  they  held  in  all 
other  pecuniary  arrangements ;  and  he  trusted  that  the  congregations  of  the  Church 
would  see  it  possible  in  the  course  of  time  very  largely  to  increase  the  rate,  and  to 
follow  the  United  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  steps  which  they  had  taken  with  a 
Tiew  to  that  end. 

Dr.  THOMAS  SMITH  said  that  the  Free  Church  had  never  made  any  regulation 
irhatever  aa  to  the  remuneration  of  probationers.  They  had  no  rule  ;  it  was  alto- 
£^ther  a  matter  of  nnderstanding ;  and  if  the  Assembly  chose  to  remit  to  this 
committee  to  consider  the  matter,  they  would  do  so. 

The  motion  was  adopted. 

QUIKQUEHNIAL  YIBITATIOIf  OF  THE  N£W  COLLEGE. 

Dr.  WILSON,  Dundee,  gave  in  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Qainquennial 
Tisitatlon  of  the  New  College  (Appendix  XL.).  In  doing  so,  he  gave  a  brief  outline 
of  its  contents,  referring  especially  to  the  necessity  for  a  fund  to  provide  a  salary 
for  the  librarian,  and  to  the  desirability  of  increased  subscriptions  being  obtained 
for  the  endowment  of  the  New  College.  He  also  commended  highly  the  arrange- 
ment for  dining  the  students,  which  gave  them,  at  the  cost  of  only  two  guineas  for 
the  entire  session,  the  advantage  of  dining  together  five  days  in  the  week  in  the 
Common  Hall  of  the  College.  He  hoped  an  additional  endowment  would  be 
obtained  for  that  object,  to  place  it  on  a  satisfactory  and  permanent  footing. 

Sir  HENRT  MONCREIFF  moved  that  the  General  Assembly  approve  of  the 
report,  and  record  their  cordial  thanks  to  the  committee,  especially  the  convener. 

Dr.  JULIUS  WOOD,  in  seconding  the  motion,  said  that,  as  a  member  of  the 
commission  for  visiting  the  New  College,  had  he  been  able  to  attend,  he  would 
have  sought  an  opportunity  of  saying  a  few  words  to  the  students  on  the  import- 
ance of  attending  to  manner  aa  well  aa  matter  in  preaching.  It  was  greatly  to  be 
regretted  when  important  and  valuable  matter  was  rendered  of  comparatively  little 
effect  for  want  of  being  well  delivered.  Many  of  our  public  lecturers  were  at 
fault  in  this  respect    Tbeir  reading  and  delivery  were  often  wretched ;  and  some 
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•f  them  who  were  distiogniihed  hj  their  delirery,  declared  that,  to  acquire  the 
power  of  good  public  speaking  had  cost  them  as  much  labour  and  attention  ■• 
■ome  of  their  scientific  acquirements  had  done.  He  referred  to  the  fact  that  the 
greatoraton  of  old  attached  great  importance  to  enltirating  a  good  deliyezy,  and 
he  was  not  sore  that  his  yonng  friends  were  sofficientlj  earefnl  to  equip  themselves 
in  this  respect  for  the  preaching  of  the  gospel.  He  had  been  rerj  mnch  atmck  in 
reading  the  memoir  of  Dr.  Gnthrie  to  find  how  carefnlly  he  prepsjred  his  sermons, 
not  simp] J  as  to  the  composition,  but  for  the  deliyery.  He  waa  also  stmck  with 
the  pains  with  which  Dr.  Cook,  of  Belfast,  cnltirated  the  talent  of  public  speaking; 
and  he  would  desiderate  that  their  yonng  friends  wonld  pay  more  attention  than  he 
was  afraid  some  of  them  at  present  did  to  the  delivery  of  their  sermons. 

Dr.  BEQO  said  he  was  conrineed  that  this  matter  of  delivery  did  not  receive 
the  attention  to  which  its  great  importance  entitled  it.  The  older  ministers 
bestowed  great  pains  upon  acquiring  a  power  of  speaking,  and  he  had  been  struck 
not  only  with  what  Dr.  Wood  had  stated,  but  with  another  drcnmstance  which  con- 
firmed the  assertion  he  had  made.  In  his  youth  he  had  heard  some  of  the  most 
eminent  ministers  in  the  west  of  Scotland.  He  would  not  name  them,  because  what 
he  was  about  to  say  might  make  that  inconvenient.  But  he  had  since  seen  the 
sermons  in  print  which  he  heard  delivered  with  amazing  power,  and  these  sermons 
seemed  to  have  lost  two-thirds  of  their  virtue  when  reduced  to  type,  proving  that  a 
great  amount  of  advantage  was  gained  by  a  good  delivery.  He  could  give  individual 
instances  illustrative  of  this.  But  why  should  they  not  tndn  their  ministers  as  the 
members  of  other  professions  were  trained  for  professional  worki  They  did  not 
train  their  ministers  as  medical  men  were  tndned.  Medical  men  received  aa  many 
lectures  aa  their  students ;  but  the  medical  students  were  also  required  to  go 
through,  under  the  direct  surveillance  of  professors,  all  the  parts  of  medioal  duty  to 
which  they  would  have  to  devote  their  attention  in  after-life.  They  must  bleed  and 
blister  and  draw  out  teeth,  and  do  erery  thing  which  a  medical  man  would  require  to 
do  afterwards.  Well,  they  had  nothing  analogous  to  that.  He  believed  that,  in 
addition  to  lectures  aud  other  studies,  they  ought  to  have  what  was  called  clinical 
practice— to  have  all  parts  of  ministerial  duty  gone  through,  under  the  care  of  men 
who  had  themselves  not  only  practised,  but  succeeded  in  the  work  of  addressing 
audiences.  It  was  of  the  utmost  importance  that  the  Free  Church  should  devote  her 
attention  to  this  subject  He  believed  that  other  Churches  were  devoting  their 
attention  to  it,  and  he  had  no  doubt  that,  other  things  being  equal— other  tiiinga 
being  even  rery  difierent — the  Church  in  this  country  that  produced  the  most 
eflfective  preachers  was  the  Church  most  likely  permanently  to  succeed.  The  matter 
was  one,  therefore,  of  great  practical  importance ;  uid  he  hoped  that  the  Senatua  in 
each  of  their  colleges  would  give  due  attention  to  it  He  knew  at  the  same  time 
that  it  had  not  been  unattended  to ;  and  he  was  delighted  to  hear  that  a  liberal 
friend  of  the  Church  had  given  £8000  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a  class  te 
promote  this  very  object.  He  hoped  that  attention  would  be  more  and  more 
directed  to  it,  and  that  great  results  wonld  follow.  Let  them  not  abandon  any  por» 
tion  of  their  previous  training ;  but  if  there  were  two  things  more  important  than 
another  to  be  added  to  their  present  training,  the  one  waa  a  thorough  knowledge  of 
the  English  Biblo,  and  a  cultivation  of  the  memories  of  their  ministers  in  quoting  the 
Bible  accurately,  and  the  other  was  the  power  of  speaking  effectively. 

Dr.  RAINY  said  he  felt  grateful  that  their  attention  had  been  so  well  called  to 
this  matter  by  Dr.  Wood  and  Dr.  Begg,  as  it  would  strengthen  their  hands  in  deal- 
ing with  it  Some  of  the  best  enthusiasms  of  the  student — ^the  enthusiasm  for  truth 
and  for  study — were  apt  to  make  him  careless  of  this  aspect  of  the  work ;  but  it 
was  a  shortsighted  thing  to  forget  such  a  department  as  this,  and  not  to  give  it  full, 
careful,  and  conscientious  attention.  When  Dr.  Begg  said  that  certain  sermons  he 
had  heard  lost  a  great  part  of  their  virtue  when  set  in  type,  some  would  be  apt 
to  say,  "Then  these  sermons  were  not  so  worthy  of  being  composed  aa  they 
appeared  to  be ;  *'  but  that  was  a  mistake.  The  fact  was,  that  those  who  preached 
those  sermons  had  acquired  the  art  of  conveying,  by  their  manner  of  preaching,  not 
merely  what  they  taught,  but  of  conveying  the  honestness  and  earnestness  which 
were  in  their  own  hearts,  and  to  which  they  had  trained  their  bodies  and  voices  tO" 
give  efleet. 

The  motion  was  unanimously  adopted. 
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OVKBTUBES  AHENT  TBUIB  OF  STUDXNTS. 

The  Assembly  next  took  op  overtures  from  the  Presbyteries  of  Qlasgoir,  Dunooa 
and  InTerarajy  and  Inverness,  on  the  subject  of  trials  of  students.    All  the  overtures 
vere  to  the  aaxne  effect  as  the  following,  from  the  Presbjteiy  of  Dunoon  and  In- 
veraray, whieh  was  read  by  the  Clerk : — '*  Whereas  the  General  Assembly  by  Act  II., 
1873,  enacted  thai  from  and  after  November  1877  students  entering  the  Divinity 
Hall  at  any  of  the  colleges  of  the  Free  Chureh  shall  be  required  to  produce  evidence 
that  ihey  haye  passed  the  classical  part  of  the  University  examination  for  the  degree 
of  arts :  and  whereas  there  is  great  reason  to  believe  thst  said  Act,  if  strictly  carried 
into  effect^  will  deter  from  the  ministry  many  students  who  are  fitted  to  become 
efficient  and  nsefnl  ministers  of  the  Chureh :  it  is  humbly  overtured  by  the  Free 
Presbytery  of  Donoon  and  Inveraray  to  suspend  or  modify  the  operation  of  the 
aforesaid  Act,  or  do  otherwise  in  the  matter  as  to  their  wisdom  may  seem  best." 
Mr.  BOSS»  Bothesay,  supported  the  overture. 

On  the  motion  of  Dr.  ADAM,  seconded  by  Dr.  BAIN  Y,  the  overture  was  remitted 
to  the  College  Committee  to  consider  and  report  upon  it  to  next  Assembly. 

OVEBTUBBS  ANINT  THX  DEGREE  OF  B.D. 

The  Assembly  took  up  the  two  following  overtures  from  the  Presbytery  of 
I^nark : — "  It  is  humbly  overtured  by  the  Free  Presbytery  of  Lanark  to  the  ensuing 
General  Assembly  of  the  Free  Church  of  Scotland  that  they  take  such  steps  as  in 
their  wisdom  may  seem  best  to  secure  that  the  examination  of  candidates  for  the 
degree  of  B.D.  be  no  longer  left  entirely  in  the  hands  of  the  theological  professors 
of  the  nniyersities,  the  papers  prepared  by  whom  can  hardly  fail  to  be  in  the  line  of 
their  own  professional  teaching,  and  therefore  more  easily  answered  by  their  own 
students  than  by  students  who  have  attended  in  other  theological  halls. 

"  It  is  hnmbly  overtured  by  the  Free  Presbytery  of  Lanark  to  the  ensuing  General 
Assembly  of  the  Free  Church  of  Scotland,  that  they  enact  a  law  to  the  efifect  that 
every  theological  student  who  obtains  the  degree  of  B.D.  shall  be  free  from  the  Exit 
Board  Examination  in  these  subjects  which  the  B.D.  examination  comprehendsi  it 
being  nnderstood  that  the  Presbyterial  examination  before  licence  still  remains." 

Mr.  GOBDON,  Douglas,  and  Mr.  M*INTOSH,  Lanark,  supported  the  overture, 
soggesting  that  the  examinations  should  be  taken  out  of  the  hands  of  the  professors 
and  pat  into  the  hands  of  an  examination  committee,  who  should  prepare  the  papers 
aad  also  conduct  the  examination. 

Dr.  THOMAS  SMITH  said  it  was  a  matter  to  be. deprecated  that  the  examiners 
lor  the  degree  were  ministers  of  the  Established  Church ;  but  he  did  not  think  it 
desirable  or  possible  to  hand  the  examination  over  to  a  committee,  because  the 
degrees  would  cease  to  be  University  degrees,  unless  the  matter  was  done  by  the 
Uniyersity.  The  subject  was  one  of  considerable  importance,  and  he  would  move 
that  both  orertures  be  remitted  to  the  College  Committee. 

Dr.  THOMSON,  Paisley,  seconded  the  motion. 

Dr.  BAINT  said  that  the  subject  was  pre-eminently  worthy  of  being  considered ; 
hot  they  had  better  take  no  rash  step. 

Kr.  Wm.  BALFOUB  did  not  think  that  the  supporters  of  the  overture  had  made 
ont  a  snffident  esse  even  for  remitting  the  matter  to  a  committee.  They  had  to 
remember  that  this  was  a  University  degree,  and  their  students  were  admitted  to 
the  privilege  of  gaining  this  degree  after  some  considerable  discussion  on  the  ques- 
tion ;  and  they  could  not  but  suppose  that  those  who  took  the  principal  part  in 
granting  the  degree  would  be  those  connected  with  the  University.  He  hoped  the 
oommiUee  would  not  raise  imaginary  difficulties  on  this  question. 

Dr.  Smith's  suggestion  was  agreed  to. 

BIP0B9F  OF  THB  OOLLBOE  OOmilTTBB. 

Mr.  LAUGHTON,  Greenock,  gave  in  the  Beport  of  the  College  Committee  (Ap- 
pendix y.),  and  in  doing  so  referred  to  the  paramount  importance  of.  the  subject  of 
training  students  for  the  ministiy,  stating  that  the  feeling  as  to  the  importance  of 
that  subject  was  growing  both  in  this  and  in  other  Churches.  In  Scotland  they  had 
always  been  fully  persuaded  of  the  importance  of  a  well- trained  ministry.  They  had 
many  Illustrations  of  the  feeling  in  Scotland  on  this  subject.  He  need  only  refer  to 
the  rery  important  step  which  had  just  been  taken  by  their  brethren  in  the  United 
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Presbyterian  Chareh  in  the  matter  of  theological  education — a  step  in  which  they 
could  not  bat  heartily  lympatbise  with  them,  and  wish  them  Gknl  speed,  and  from 
"Which  they  coald  not  bat  expect  the  most  advantageous  results  to  the  ministry  of 
that  Chareh.  Bat  the  feeling  on  this  subject  was  manifested  by  all  the  principal 
disestablLBhed  Churches  of  England  as  well  all  Scotland.  Perhaps  there  nerer  was 
less  prejudice  against  lay  preaching  than  there  was  at  the  present  day.  If  it  were 
desinble  to  put  a  stop  to  lay  preaching,  it  would  not  now  be  practicable.  It  would 
be  a  hopeless  thing  to  try  to  stop  the  mouths  of  men,  who  out  of  a  full  heart  desired 
to  tell  men  the  tidings  of  salvation ;  but  if  they  wished  to  maintain  the  standing  of 
-a  settled  ministry  and  its  influence,  it  must  be  by  securing  the  services  of  men  duly 
trained  and  adequately  qualified  for  the  office,  and  these  men  were  educated  in  con- 
nection with  their  theological  institutions. 

The  report  of  the  committee  on  financial  matters  was  favourable.  There  was 
some  improvement  on  the  Qeneral  College  Fund  this  year  on  account  of  the  collec- 
tion having  been  somewhat  larger,  and  he  hoped  the  increase  would  continue.  The 
£13,000  of  the  White  Bequest  had  been  apportioned  among  the  colleges  for  their 
endowment  funds ;  but  they  were  still  far  short  of  what  the  salaries  of  their  pro- 
fessors ought  to  be.  It  was  evident  that  their  brethren  in  the  United  Presbyterian 
Church  had  a  strong  impression  in  regard  to  that;  and  the  Free  Church  shoold  not 
rest  content  with  anything  short  of  what  their  United  Presbyterian  friends  had  set 
l>efore  them.  But  they  had  not  yet  reached  that  amount.  He  was  happy  to  see 
that  in  Olasgow  there  was  a  movement  going  on  in  the  same  direction  as  Uie  noble 
Aberdeen  movement  last  year,  which  resulted  in  £10,000  being  raised  for  the  esta- 
t)lJshment  of  a  fourth  professorship.  He  believed  that  £5000  had  already  l>een  sob- 
ficribed  in  Glasgow  to  supplement  the  £4000  of  the  White  Bequest  for  endowment 
purposes ;  and  he  hoped  that  some  of  the  friends  of  the  New  College  might  be  dis- 
posed to  move  in  the  same  direction.  He  was  glad  to  say  that  there  was  a  prospect 
of  further  sums  coming  in  for  the  endowment  of  the  New  College.  A  laidy  con> 
nected  with  a  noble  family,  a  tried  friend  of  the  Church  since  the  Disruption,  lately 
ileceased,  had,  according  to  intimation  received,  made  such  an  arrangement  in  her 
will  as  was  likely  to  afford  a  very  considerable  sum  indeed  towards  the  endowment 
of  the  New  College.  Another  addition  to  the  resources  of  the  New  College  had  been 
made  in  connection  with  the  noble  gift  of  £8000  by  Mr  Fulton,  for  the  purpose  of 
promoting  the  very  kind  of  training  on  which  Dr.  Begg  was  making  sudi  forcible 
remarks  a  little  while  ago.  He  thought  they  would  agree  that  the  terms  of  the  gift 
of  Mr.  Fulton  were  very  liberal.  In  regard  to  this  the  denatus  proposed  to  provide 
a  suitable  class,  which  students  of  the  first  year  would  be  required  to  attend,  taking 
from  them  one  hour  a  week,  not  being  more  than  many  of  them  already  devoted  to 
that  object. 

Referring  next  to  the  lamented  death  of  Principal  Lumsden,  of  Aberdeen,  Mr. 
Laughton  said  it  was  a  very  impressive  thing  that  within  two  years  three  principals 
had  been  removed  by  death,  each  of  the  three  colleges  losing  its  head  within  that 
short  period.  It  reminded  those  who  looked  back  to  Disruption  times  that  the  bur- 
den of  maintaining  Disruption  principles  was  passing  into  other  hands,  and  that  was 
an  additional  reason  to  enforce  the  thorough  and  systematic  training  of  their  students 
in  all  that  concerned  the  principles  of  the  Free  Church.  A  proposal  had  been  made 
since  the  report  was  printed  in  regard  to  a  partial  redistribution  of  the  chairs  in 
Aberdeen.  Previously,  Principal  Lumsden,  besides  what  he  taught  of  systematic 
theology,  had  charge  of  that  portion  of  the  doctrine  of  the  Church  which  came  under 
the  two  heads  of  the  sacraments  and  pastoral  theology,  whilst  the  other  parts  of  the 
subject — ^regarding  the  nature  and  constitution  of  the  Church  and  its  government — 
fell  to  the  ehur  now  occupied  by  Dr.  Binnie.  Now,  it  has  been  proposed  to  assign 
the  whole  subject  of  the  doctrine  of  the  Church  and  pastoral  theology  in  all  its  de- 
partments to  Dr.  Binnie.  The  students  gave  great  promise  as  regards  Christian 
character  and  seal,  and  their  talents  and  capacity  for  acquiring  knowledge.  In  the 
New  College  there  were  twenty-five  first-year  students,  and  of  these  seventeen  had 
taken  the  degree  of  M.A.  He  believed  such  a  large  proportion  had  not  been  known 
before,  and  he  hoped  that  ultimately  they  would  see  something  like  that  proportion 
in  all  their  colleges  from  year  to  year. 

Dr.  BINNI^  Aberdeen,  explained  the  change  which  it  was  proposed  to  make 
in  the  two  chain  referred  to  by  Mr.  Laughton,    He  x>ointed  oat  that  the  chair  racant 
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•by  the  death  of  Principal  Lumsden  had  been  burdened  with  conaiderably  more  than 
ita  own  ehare  of  work,  and  that  it  was  now  proposed  that  in  fntare  tliat  chair  should 
be  coollned  to  the  two  large  departments  of  Systematic  Theology  and  the  Exegesis 
«f  the  Epistles,  lesTing  to  his  (Dr  Binnie's)  Chair  of  Church  History  the  entire 
department  of.Eccleaiastical  Theology,  commonly  called  the  Doctrine  of  the  Church 
sod  Piatoral  Theology.  He  was  perfectly  willing  to  agree  to  that  arrangement, 
if  the  Assembly  authorised  it.  It  would  be  understood,  of  course,  that  he  was  not 
pmaing  Uie  arrangement.  It  would  lay  upon  him  additional  labour.  But  he  had 
a  great  affection  for  the  topics  relating  to  Uie  doctrine  of  the  Church  and  pastoral 
theology.  He  would  be  willing  to  undertake  the  additional  labour,  and  should  feel 
partiealar  saUsikction  in  having  assigned  to  him  that  new  department. 

Dr.  MOODY  STUABT,  in  rishig  to  moye  the  adoption  of  the  report,  said  that 
he  might  be  allowed  to  express  the  pleasare  which  he  had'  in  seeing  Dr.  Binnie  in 
that  house,  for  whom  he  had  the  rery  highest  esteem,  and  whose  writings  he  had 
read  with  the  greateat  pleasure  and  advantage.  Ministers  knew  that  it  was  a  diffi- 
cult thing  to  preach,  and  they  all  knew  that  if  they  once  began  to  think  it  easy  they 
could  not  preach.  He  had  listened  with  the  greatest  delight  to  Principal  Bainy's 
closing  address  to  the  students  this  year,  and  he  had  no  doubt  that  their  students 
were  directed  to  the  great  ends  of  preaching  rery  fully.  At  the  same  time  he  might 
Le  allowed  to  ssy,  aa  an  older  minister,  that  he  was  not  sure  if  their  young  men 
always  took  exactly  the  same  view  of  preaching  that  used  to  be  taken  by  their 
ministers  formerly.  There  was  a  tendency  for  a  while — he  believed  it  was  now 
lessened — to  get  very  much  into  evangelistic  appeal.  If  that  was  all  their  preaching 
it  would  come  to  very  little,  as  they  all  knew.  Then  at  times  there  had  been  a 
tendency  to  allow  the  sermon  to  consist  very  much  of  illustrations.  It  was  a  great 
matter  an  illustration,  but  he  could  not  think  that  a  sermon  all  illustration  was  a 
good  thing.  Then  he  thought  there  was  a  tendency  on  the  part  of  some  of  their 
abler  and  better  students  to  make  their  sermons  too  much  disquisitions.  It  seemed 
formerly  as  if  this  was  the  idea  of  preaching— dealing  with  the  understandings  of 
men,  and  very  special  grappling  with  their  consciences,  and  seeking  to  move  their 
hearts.  There  was  much 'more  heart,  intellect,  and  power  of  will  in  men  than  they 
luiew ;  and  if  the  preaching  man,  with  all  that  was  within  him — mind,  conscience, 
heart— eonld  directly  throw  himself  upon  the  hearing  man,  then  all  that  was  in  the 
hearer  would  be  stirred  up  in  response,  and  men  would  be' turned  from  darkness  to 
light,  and  God's  people  would  be  helped  onward  on  their  way  to  Zion.  He  begged 
to  move—"  That  the  General  Assembly  approve  of  the  report,  record  their  thanks 
to  the  eonunittee,  and  especially  to  the  convener.  The  General  Assembly  having 
heard  with  great  satisfaction  the  most  liberal  provision  for  training  in  elocution 
whieh  has  been  made  in  connection  with  the  Kew  College,  by  John  Foltoo,  Esq., 
having  presented  the  Free  Church  with  a  gift  of  £8000  for  that  purpose,  in  accepting 
this  gift  the  General  Assembly  record  their  most  gratefal  thanks  to  the  libenS 
donor,  and  they  willingly  undertake  to  comply  with  the  conditions  made  to  secure 
the  object  of  the  gift ;  and  considering  the  great  importance  of  the  object  itself,  and 
of  the  arrangements  made  being  such  as  are  thoroughly  fitted  to  promote  it,  the 
General  Assembly  desire  to  have  the  benefit  of  further  experience  before  finally 
resolving  upon  these ;  and  therefore  the  General  Assembly  remit  to  the  Senatns  of 
the  Kew  College  to  make  such  arrangements  for  the  next  session  in  the  line  of  Mr. 
Falton's  direcUons  aa  may  seem  expedient;  and  while  they  confidently  expect  all 
the  students  to  make  use  of  the  class,  they  enjoin  attendance  upon  all  studeifts  of 
the  first  year.  Further,  they  enjoin  the  Senatus  to  report  on  the  arrangements  made 
to  next  Assembly.  Forther,  the  General  Assembly,  having  heard  Dr.  Binnie  on  the 
sttbjeet  of  present  arrangements,  resolve  to  allocate  to  Dr.  Binnie's  Chair,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  departments  of  Pastoral  Theology  and  the  Doctrine  of  the  Church  at 
present  taught  by  him,  those  departments  thereof  which  have  heretofore  been  taught 
by  Principal  Lumsden,  so  that  the  whole  teaching  in  Pastoral  Theology  may  hence- 
forth belong  to  Dr  Binnie's  Chair." 

Sheriff  M AITLAND  HERIOT,  in  seconding  the  motion,  said  that  he  was  glad 
to  have  the  opportunity  of  saying  on  behalf  of  the  laity,  that  they  considered  it  of 
the  utmost  importance  that  they  should  have  able  men  in  their  colleges,  and  for 
that  purpose  they  thought  it  quite  essential  that  fair  and  ample  salaries  should  be 
provided  for  their  professors.    We  look  to  them  to  prepare,  train,  and  send  out  an 
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mnoal  topply  of  thoroogUj  edncAted  and  weQ-insbneted  prndien  of  the  gtwpel  to 
■opplj  the  pnlpite  throDghont  the  length  ind  breadth  of  the  hmd. 

Dr.  THOMSON,  PaiBlej,  snggeeted  that  a  clause  ahoold  be  added  to  the 
delirenuice  of  the  Aaeembly,  ealling  attention  to  the  neeeaaity  for  inereaaing  the 
endowmenta  of  the  eollegea,  ao  that  the  aalariea  of  the  profeaaon  might  be  pnt  on 
a  proper  footing.  He  did  not  with  to  make  a  motion  on  the  anlgeety  aa  he  hoped 
the  committee  wonld  keep  it  in  Tiew.  Bat  he  thought  it  waa  liigh  time  thai  the 
endowment  of  all  oar  colleges  should  l>e  completed,  so  aa  to  yield  an  adequate  anp- 
port  to  all  oar  professors,  snch  as  had  been  prorided  so  mnefa  more  rapidly  fbr  those 
of  the  United  Presbyterian  CharclL  He  beiieyed  it  was  quite  within  the  power  of 
oar  Free  Churcli,  if  properly  appealed  to,  to  do  the  same  at  once.  He  wiahed  that 
they  liad  information  ju  to  the  amount  of  the  endowments  already  obtained,  and 
also  aa  to  how  much  more  ia  still  required ;  and  if  a  dear  atatement  aa  to  these 
points  Were  laid  before  our  members,  he  was  sure  that  the  whole  sum  necessary  for 
giring  £500  a  year  to  each  of  our  professors  would  yery  soon  be  reaUsed. 

Mr.  BOSS,  Rothesay,  proposed  to  remit  to  the  College  Committee  to  obtain  the 
Inllest  information  possible  of  all  the  bursaries  throughout  the  Church,  in  the 
Tarious  Preabyteriea  and  Synods,  whether  bestowed  as  grants,  or  afto'  examination, 
and  whether  accruing  from  endowments(or  from  annual  collections  and  snbscriptiona. 
It  waa  most  desirable  that  the  information  obtained  should  be  published  in  a  form 
accessible  to  eVery  minister  of  the  Church. 

Dr.  BAINY  stated  that  the  suggestion  would  reeeiye  the  attention  of  th« 
College  Committee. 

Mr.  MACLAOAN  (elder)  assured  Dr.  Thomson  and  Mr.  Boas  that  the  College 
Committee,  of  which  h6  had  the  honour  to  be  a  member,  were  thoroughly  alire  to 
the  importance  of  the  subjects  roferred  to  by  them.  Thero  was,  in  fact,  a  anb-eom- 
mittee  in  apecial  charge  of  these  and  other  matters  affecting  the  permanent  well- 
being  of  the  Colleges,  whose  proyince  extended  to  a  watchful  can  of  such  matters 
aa  College  endowment,  and  a  full  record  of  borsaiiea  in  all  parts  of  tlie  Cliurch. 
He  recommended  his  reyerend  friends  to  withdraw  their  proposed  additiona  to  the 
Aasembly  deliyerance,  and  to  leaye  the  matters,  aa  they  might  do  with  all  confi- 
dence, in  the  hands  of  the  College  Committee. 

Dr.  BAIKT  said  that  the  College  Committee  had  a  good  deal  of  the  information 
desired  by  Mr.  Boss,  and  it  was  worthy  of  consideration  whether  it  should  not  be 
published  in  the  College  Calendar. 

The  motion  was  adopted. 

THS  OFVICB  OF  FBINCIPAL. 

Two  oyerturos — one  from  the  Synod  of  Glenelg,  and  the  other  from  the  Presby« 
texy  of  Lochcarron — anent  the  office  of  Principal  wero  road  by  Sir  Henxy  Moneroiff. 
The  first  atated — 

"  Whereas  the  office  of  Principalship  in  the  Hall  of  the  Choroh  haa  proyed  a. 
fruitful  aouree  of  contention  and  animosity  in  our  Church,  and  whereaa  it  is  unne- 
cessary, inasmuch  aa  the  duties  connected  therowith  can  be  efficiently  dischaiged 
by  the  Professors  in  rotation :  it  is  hereby  hnmbly  oyertored  by  the  Froe  Synod  of 
Glenelg  to  the  ensuing  General  Assembly  to  abolish  the  sidd  office." 

'*  Whereaa  the  office  of  Principal  has  no  foundation  in  the  Word  of  God,  or  in 
the  polity  of  Prosbytery ;  whereas  it  has  proyed  a  fruitful  source  of  contention  and 
animosity  in  our  Churoh — a  proof  that  the  Lord,  in  His  proyidence,  is  frowning 
upon  us  for  it;  whereas  it  is  unnecessary,  inasmuch  as  Professors  may  take  the 
chair  by  rotation,  as  members  do  at  meetings  of  Presbytery :  it  is  hereby  oyertured 
to  the  Yenerable  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Free  Church  of  Scotiand  by  the  Free 
Pre^btery  of  Lochcarron  to  abolish  the  office,  due  rogard  being  had  to  existing^ 
interosts." 

As  no  one  appeared  to  support  the  oyertures,  they  wero  departed  from. 

XLBOTtON  or  PBI50IFAL  AHD  FB0FEB80B. 

Dr.  BEITH  (Stirling)  gaye  in  the  roport  of  the  Copimittee  on  Election  of  PHn> 
eipal  and  Professor  at  Aberdeen  (Appendix  No.  XYII.),  and  stated  that  since  the 
report  was  printed  he  had  roceiyed  returns  from  four  Prosby  teries.    Dr.  Brown,  of 
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Aberdeen,  baa  two  mddiUoiuil  Preebyteries ;  Mr.  Salmond  has  two  retama  ^m  Pres- 
byieHeSaia  addition  to  those  that  were  printed;  a&d  Mr.  Henderson  had  three 
«4ditional  xetnnia.     They  made  Tery  little  difference  as  to  the  relatiye  position  to 
^W  Taiious  gentlemen  proposed.    With  reference  to  the  Principalship,  for  which 
^r.  Binnie'a  name  has  been  mentioned  by  fire  Presbyteries,  he  had  received  from 
br.  Binnie  the  following  letter,  which  he  read  to  the  Assembly : — **  It  would  serve 
no  naefol  porpoee  were  I  to  state  to  the  Committee  on  the  Appointment  of  Pro- 
feswTs  the  reaaona  which  have  led  me  to  think  it  my  daty  to  abstain  from  doing 
anythiBS  to  interfere  with  the  action  of  the  Presbyteries  in  making  the  nominations 
for  the  Principalahip  Tacaat  at  Aberdeen.    It  certainly  was  not  any  idea  on  my  part 
thai  my  name  waa  a  likely  one  in  the  circnmstanoes.    An  oyerwhelmlng  majority 
of  the  Preabyteriea  liaye  eoncorred  in  nominating  my  learned  and  venerable  col- 
league. Dr.  DaTid  Brown.    The  thought  of  being  a  candidate  for  the  Principalship 
in  a  college  which  I  have  been  connected  with  for  little  more  than  half  a  year  has 
from  Uie  fiiat  been  repugnant  to  me.    I  am  willing,  I  trusty  to  render  dutiful  obe- 
dienee  to  wliatoTer  appointment  may  be  laid  upon  me  by  the  Church ;  but  I  cannot 
see  that  I  am  doing  anything  inconsistent  with  that  obedience  in  now  begging, 
through  yon,  most  respeetfnlly  to  request  that  my  name  may  not  be  brought  for- 
ward in  Uke  Assembly  for  the  Principalship  in  opposition  to  that  of  Dr.  Brown." 
Dr.  Belth  said  he  had  a  letter  from  Mr.  Bannerman  in  regard  to  the  Professorship : 
— ^"It  seems  possible  from  what  has  been  done  in  vulous  Presbyteries  of  the 
Chueh,  that  my  name  may  be  proposed  along  with  others  in  the  Assembly  for  the 
vacaat  Profesaorship  at  Aberdeen.    I  write  to  yon  now,  as  Convener  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Eleetion  of  Professors,  to  say  that  I  wish  my  name  withdrawn  from 
the  list  of  possible  candidates  for  the  chair  in  question.    I  do  so  for  reasons  con- 
closive  to  my  own  mind,  but  with  which  I  need  not  trouble  yon  now.    It  may  per^ 
h^M  aave  to  some  extent  the  time  of  the  Assembly  if  this  is  known  before  the  day 
of  eleetxon.    I  leave  it,  however,  to  Judge  what  is  tiie  best  time  and  way  for  making 
any  public  statement  on  the  subject'' 

Mr.  FIKLAT,  Larkhall,  said  that  Mr.  Henderson's  own  Presbytery  of  Hamilton 
had  onanimonsly  recommended  him,  and  he  saw  no  return  of  it. 

It  waa  also  stated  that  Mr.  Henderson's  name  had  been  unanimously  recom- 
mended by  the  Lanark  Presbyteiy,  and  there  was  no  return. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  WOOD,  Aberdeen  (elder),  moved—"  The  General  Assembly  post- 
pone till  next  General  Assembly  the  election  of  a  Principal  of  the  College  at 
Aberdeen,  vacant  by  the  lamented  death  of  Principal  Lumsden."  In  the  way  of  a 
preliminaxy  observation,  he  said  that  he  came  there  to  make  this  motion  of  his 
own  free  and  independent  choice ;  that  he  was  under  no  pressure  of  any  kind  from 
any  party  in  the  Church.  But  at  the  same  time  he  believed  that  on  this  question  he 
was  ezprsssing  the  mind  of  at  least  one-half  of  the  eldership  of  the  Free  Church 
in  Aberdeen.  (No,  no.)  There  was  no  occasion  for  any  person  saying  "  No."  He 
waa  entitled  to  express  what  he  believed  to  be  true,  and  he  stated  it  on  his  respon. 
nbility  as  an  elder  of  the  Church  who  had  an  intimate  knowledge  of  all  the  cir- 
camaianees  connected  with  this  painful  affair.  He  had  to  complain  that  this 
bnainesB  had  been  arranged  for  so  early  a  day,  because  it  was  a  fact  that  the  College 
bnainem  had  never  been  brought  up  at  so  early  a  stage  before.  It  was  extremely 
ineoDvenient  to  the  members  ^m  Aberdeen,  and  he  did  not  know  any  reason  why 
it  shottld  have  been  hurried  on  in  this  unusual  and  unprecedented  manner. 

He  knew  quite  well  that  in  consequence  of  the  proceedings  of  this  House  and  of 
the  Committee  on  Bills,  he  was  debarred  from  refeiring  to  the  contents  of  the 
memoiiaL  He  wsa  not  connected  with  it  and  had  not  seen  it,  but  he  was  entitled 
to  refer  to  the  fact  that  such  a  memorial  existed,  and  that  it  was  rejected.  That 
memorial  was  signed  by  sixty  elders  of  the  Church,  and  the  result  of  the  procedure 
waa  that  the  Aasembly  had  got  into  the  position  of  not  being  able  to  hear  any 
representation  from  these  men  at  Aberdeen.  They  had  been  precluded  even  from 
pr^nring  another  memorial  and  from  representing  to  the  House  what  they  felt 
upon  this  question.  It  was  quite  fair  to  say  that  they  had  been  a  little  disappoint^ 
at  the  hnny  with  which  this  had  been  gone  on  with — ^he  did  not  believe  it  was  in. 
tended,  hot  ncTer  before  in  the  Assembly's  proceedings  had  the  College  matters 
been  taken  np  on  a  Monday  afternoon.  That  was  one  reason  why  he  counselled 
<fe]a/.    He  waa  quite  certain  that  the  House  did  not  whsh  to  silence  the  elders 
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in  Aberdeen ;  and  he  asked  for  delay  in  order  thai  they  might  hare  an  opportunity 
of  being  heard.  He  had  searched  the  records  of  the  Choreh,  and  he  knew  of  no- 
precedent  for  the  course  which  liad  been  taken  by  the  committee  with  reference  to 
the  memorial  on  Friday  erening.-  It  was  not  alleged  that  it  was  iiregnlar  or  in- 
formal, or  not  transmitted  in  time,  or  disrespectful.  Then  he  coald  hare  understood 
why  it  was  rejected,  but  they  had  been  left  in  the  dark  in  regard  to  the  reasons 
which  inflaenced  the  Bills'  Committee.  He  believed  it  had  ^en  rejected  on  ita 
merits,  and  he  wonld  not  complain  of  that ;  bat  care  shoald  haye  been  taken  thai 
if  the  elders  who  signed  it  had  made  a  mistake,  they. should  hare  had  an  opportunity 
of  being  heard.  Even  the  protest  of  the  contumacious  and  rebellious  Presbytery  of 
Strathbogie  was  allowed  by  Dr.  Chalmers ;  and  whatever  was  in  the  memorialy  he 
.  thought  the  better  course  would  have  been  to  have  given  the  House  an  opportunity 
of  seeing  what  it  really  was. 

Because  of  the  division  in  the  Church  at  Aberdeen  he  urged  delay.  Thai  was 
not  a  matter  of  opinion,  because  they  had  the  fact  that  when  the  matter  eame  before 
the  Presbytery  of  Aberdeen  they  were  equally  divided — 21  to  22 — and  the  Synod  of 
Aberdeen  made  no  return  at  all — ^not  because  they  neglected  to  take  up  the  busi- 
ness, but  because  there  was  an  express  understanding  come  to  that  it  should  not  be 
taken  up.  If  the  matter  were  pressed  to-day  in  the  form  indicated  by  the  motion  of 
which  Dr.  Adam  had  given  notice,  the  division  in  the  Church  would  noi  only  not 
be  healed,  but  it  would  be  perpetuated  for  a  considerable  time.  ("  No,  no.")  He 
hoped  not,  and  he  would  do  his  best  to  prevent  it;  but  he  was  bound  to  tell  them 
what  he  believed  to  be  the  truth  in  the  matter.  « 

Another  reason  for  proposing  delay  was  that  Dr.  Brown  was  noi  acceptable.  He 
said  nothing  against  Dr.  Brown.  He  had  known  Dr.  Brown  very  well  since  he  came 
to  Aberdeen,  and  he  had  ever  found  him  ready  to  take  a  part  in  Sunday  achool  and 
other  good  work ;  but  he  was  entitled  to  tell  the  Assembly  thai  for  this  particular 
office  Dr.  Brown  was  not  acceptable.  There  was  no  doubt  whatever  that  the  me- 
morial contained  a  protest  against  his  appointment,  and  therefore  he  conld  ni^ge 
delay  with  precisely  the  same  argument  that  was  used  before  the  Disruptioa  on  the 
evangelical  side  of  the  House,  that  the  non-acceptability  of  men — even  of  licentiates 
of  the  Church — was  a  sufficient  and  valid  and  final  reason  for  preventing  the  aolemn 
act  of  ordination  being  performed  on  them.  He  asked  ^em,  then,  to  pause,  and  to 
take  the  safe  course.  They  did  no  injury  to  Dr.  Brown  by  postponing  hia  election 
for  a  year ;  and  perhaps  by  that  time  they  would  imvo  arrived  at  a  satla&ctory  con* 
clqslon  of  the  difficulty.  He  believed  it  was  a  fiict  th&i  the  intrusion  of  unacceptable 
ministers  upon  the  people  of  Scotland  during  the  ten  years'  conflict  was  of  a  difier- 
ent  kind  from  the  intrusion  of  the  same  class  of  persons  during  the  last  centuiy.^ 
The  one  which  drove  them  out  of  the  Church  was  tiie  intrusion  of  the  State,  the 
other  of  the  last  century  was  the  intrusion  of  ministers  by  the  General  Assembly. 
He  did  not  see  any  difference  in  recognising  the  will  of  the  people  in  the  matter  of 
acceptable  or  non-acceptable  pastors  and  recognising  the  same  principle  to  the  same 
extent  in  the  matter  of  the  election  of  Professors ;  and  this  Assembly,  which  was 
the  highest  ecclesiastical  Court  of  the  Church,  were  bound,  in  justice  to  their  own 
principles,  their  own  testimony  and  histoiy,  as  Sir  Henry  Moncrelff  argued  under 
similar  circumstances  in  1864,  to  recognise  the  element  of  the  satisfaction  of  the 
parties  that  were  principally  concerned.  He  contended  that  it  was  not  the  people 
in  Edinburgh  and  Glasgow  that  were  chiefly  interested  in  the  Aberdeen  College,  but 
those  who  had  raised  the  College  to  its  present  position,  who,  he  believed,  were  fairly 
and  legitimately  represented  by  those  elders  in  Aberdeen  who  agreed  with  him. 
These  were  the  men  who  had  stood  by  the  Church  and  the  College,  and  who  had 
never  been  found  wanting  when  any  countzy  minister  came  to  get  assistance  for  his 
church  or  manse.  {"  Oh,  oh.")  He  believed  it  would  be  found  that  the  ministers, 
elders,  snd  people  of  Aberdeen  had  been  from  first  to  last  most  nnanimona  and  loyal 
in  upholding  the  distinctive  and  glorious  testimony  of  the  Free  Church  of  Scotland* 
and  what  he  asked  that  day  was,  that  they  should  not  disturb  that  unanimity ;  that 
they  should  not  make  a  breach  for  the  sake  of  a  short  twelvemonths.  He  knew  that 
Dr.  Binnie  had  withdrawn  his  name.  He  was  quite  entitled,  however,  to  aaj  that  at 
a  private  conference  held  early  in  the  year  of  the  Presbyteiy  of  Aberdeen,  a  rote  was 
Uken  on  thisqnestion,  and  there  was  a  minority  for  Mr.  Laidlaw,  as  againat  Dr. 
Brown.    Mr.  Laidlaw  immediately  withdrew ;  the  fact  being  that  the  diacossioD 
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vhich  had  Been  so  etgerly  and  peniste&tly  kept  np  willi  regard  to  Dr.  Brown  had 
put  the  qneaiion  into  this  position,  that  no  one  liked  to  oppose  him ;  and  that  was 
not  a  satisfaeioiy  state  of  matters.  Mr.  Wood  went  on  to  show,  bj  reference  to  tho 
ease  of  Dr.  DnlT  in  connoetion  with  the  PrincipaUhip  of  the  New  College,  that  the 
Cborch  had  dedded  that  a  man  had  no  claim  to  such  an  office  in  respect  of  seni- 
ority. If  ever  there  was  a  man  for  whom  the  argument  from  senioritj  should  have 
carried  the  day,  thai  man  was  Dr.  Daffl  There  was  a  good  deal  of  party  spirit  and 
bitter  feeling  shown  in  regard  to  the  New  College  election,  so  that  they  were  no 
wone  in  tliat  respect  in  Aberdeen  than  they  were  in  Edinburgh.  He  did  not  go 
the  length  of  the  Presbytery  of  Loehcarron  and  the  Synod  of  Qlenelg ;  bat  he  did 
think  it  a  matter  of  eonsideration  whether,  in  ylew  of  the  small  number  of  stodenta 
at  Aberdeen — ^there  were  only  twenty-threelast  year,  and  If  they  made  the  proposed 
appointment,  he  was  afraid  there  woald  be  less — a  man  of  the  eminence  of  Dr. 
Rainy  should  not  take  the  Aberdeen  College  nnder  his  wing  as  well  as  Uie  Edin- 
burgh College,  for  they  lired  in  times  and  during  discossions  that  required  for  their 
eorraction  the  ableat  and  the  most  powerful  men  in  the  Church.  There  were  some 
impetnoDS  youths  who  presumed  to  write  upon  theology,  and  to  give  specimens^  of 
his^rieal  atticism  of  more  than  questionable  taste — youths  who  had  more  pliick 
Uum  prudsnee — ^more  pride  than  originality.  He  said  nothing  against  Dr.  Brown, 
but  they  wanted  something  more  than  a  worthy  man ;  they  must  have  a  man  of 
importance.  They  must  have  men  in  the  College  of  the  greatest  maturity  of  jadg* 
ment  and  strength  of  will  of  their  own.  He  thought  that  after  what  they  had  heaM 
that  day,  and  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  committee  rejected  the  memorial,  which 
put  the  Assembly  in  tiie  awkward  position  of  not  being  able  to  hear  her  Aberdeea 
men— as  the  most  of  them  were  willing  to  do^there  were  grave  reasons  why  they 
should  delay.  They  only  wanted  them  to  inquire  and  investigate  for  themselves^ 
and  he  could  only  say  that,  if  they  appointed  that  day,  they  would  perpetoate  divi- 
sion in  the  Church,  and  they  would  proceed  to  what  he  never  expected  to  see — a 
forced  settlement. 

He  believed  that  Dr.  Brown  would  be  the  better  of  the  delay,  and  that  it  would 
be  much  more  eomfortable  for  all  parties  concerned.  He  had  no  right  to  assume 
that  the  memorial  was  true,  but  the  Assembly  had  no  right  to  assume  that  it  was 
untrue.  Would  any  member  of  the  House  stand  up  and  say  that  it  was  a  fabrica- 
tion! The  men  that  signed  it  had  a  character  as  well  as  Dr.  Brown,  and  censure 
must  be  pronounced  on  them  as  well  as  on  Dr.  Brown,  for  one  of  the  two  things 
most  be  done.  Either  they  had  violated  the  solemn  principles  of  truth,  or  else 
there  had  been  some  grave  misunderstanding,  and  that  he  believed  to  be  the  fact  ia 
regard  to  the  statements  in  the  memorial ;  and  a  commission  or  visitation  of  the 
College  would  probably  be  the  best  means  of  ezpiscating  it.  He  had  no  hesitation 
b  standing  there,  and  in  the  face  of  the  Assembly  declaring  that  the  only  reason  for 
proposing  delay  was  in  the  interests  of  the  College  in  Aberdeen  and  the  peace  of 
the  Church. 

Mr.  M'DONALD,  Gaelic  Church,  Aberdeen^  in  seconding  Mr.  Wood's  motion, 
remarked  upon  the  importance  of  the  Aberdeen  College  in  enabling  the  Free  Church 
to  maintain  its  ground  against  the  Moderatism  which  had  its  seat  in  Aberdeenshire  ; 
and  he  pointed  out  also  that  between  the  College  and  the  eldership  in  Aberdeen 
there  existed  a  mnch  closer  connection  than  existed  between  the  elders  in  Edinburgh 
and  Glasgow,  and  the  colleges  there.  It  seemed  to  him  that  the  Aberdeen  elders 
deserved  the  utmost  consideration.  They  had  struggled  long  for  the  Free  Church 
College,  and  they  had  at  last  reached  a  resting-place,  when  they  were  thrown 
back,  as  it  were,  into  the  breakers  again  by  the  death  of  Professor  Lumsdetu 
They  needed  in  Aberdeen  for  the  Principalship  a  man  in  the  prime  of  life,  who  had 
time  to  mature  schemes  for  the  advancement  of  the  College,  and  work  these  out. 
They  also  wanted  a  representative  man,  in  order  to  keep  their  ground.  The  Estab- 
lished Church  in  Aberdeen  was  at  present  putting  forth  active  exertions,  and 
endeavouring  to  take  away  their  people  from  them.  There  were  at  this  moment 
three  new  Established  churches  being  erected,  and  they  required  for  the  Principal- 
ship  of  their  College  a  shrewd  man,  a  representative  Free  Churchman,  who  should 
ontflank  the  manoeavering  of  those  Established  Churchmen.  He  felt  that  to  put 
Dr.  Brown  at  the  head  of  the  College  in  the  present  state  of  matters  would  be  a 
serious  thing  for  himself  and  for  the  prosperity  of  the  College.    The  memorial  had 
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«  signifieaat  meaning,  whioli  they  conld  not  get  oyer  in  a  alipehod  and  eai^  way ; 
and,  like  Mr.  Wood,  he  complained  of  the  little  time  giren  to  the  estimable  men 
who  had  signed  it,  whose  liberality  had  been  of  the  most  princely  kind  to  the  Chnreh 
and  to  eyexy  cause  whidi  served  to  promote  the  interests  of  humanity.  The  Aber- 
deen College,  he  wonld  also  say,  required  a  man  at  its  head  with  great  business 
tact — ^not  business  in  the  low  counting-house  sense  which  was  repudiated  by  some 
persons  recently,  but  a  man  who  could  cany  on  the  work  of  the  College.  At 
present  they  were  engaged  in  raising  a  sum  of  £S0,000  for  the  College,  of  which 
<£20,000  was  still  required ;  and  it  seemed  to  him  that  they  must  haye  respect  to 
that  also  if  the  College  was  to  progress  and  adyance. 

Dr.  ADAM,  GUugow,  proposed  that  they  proceed  with  the  election  of  the 
Principal  at  Aberdeen.  They  had,  he  said,  agreed  to  haye  this  point  discussed 
apart  altogether  from  the  case  of  Dr.  Brown;  but  he  put  it  to  the  House  whether 
that  understanding  had  been  implemented  in  the  course  of  Uie  speeches  they  had 
just  listened  to.  From  beginning  to  end  they  had  had  aigumenta  as  againai  Dr. 
Brown.  He  should  endeayonr  to  be  fairer,  and  keep  to  the  point  under  diaenasion. 
'They  had  had,  first  of  all,  a  reference  to  the  memorial  which  Mr.  Wood  complained 
was  not  allowed  to  come  before  the  Assembly ;  and  also  because  of  its  r^eetion  by 
the  Bills'  Committee,  it  was  said  the  gentlemen  who  signed  it  had  not  an  opportunity 
of  coming  up  with  some  other  memorial  Well,  he  would  not  go  into  the  merits  of 
the  memorial;  but  why  was  it  not  before  the  Assembly  1 — because  by  a  unanimous 
yote  at  a  large  meeting  of  the  Committee  on  Bills  it  was  absolutely  njected  as  un- 
fit to  be  presented  to  the  Assembly.  He  diould  not  yenture  to  express  the  feelings 
that  were  awakened  in  his  own  heart  in  connection  with  the  memorial ;  but  this  he 
would  say,  that  their  friends  suflfered  no  loss  by  the  absence  of  the  memorial ;  and 
that  in  the  interests  of  the  cause  he  was  there  to  adyocate,  he  could  desire  nothing 
better  in  support  of  his  yiews  than  that  the  memorial  were  on  the  table  of  the 
Assembly.  The  whole  weight  of  Uie  argument^  on  the  other  side,  in  fayour  of  delay, 
was  the  state  of  feeling  in  Aberdeen  on  the  part  of  the  elders  with  regard  to  the 
Principalship.  They  had  heard  nothing  about  the  ministers  of  Aberdeen  in  the 
subject  It  was  usually  thought  that  in  the  filling  up  of  a  theol<^cal  appointment^ 
ministers  were  at  least  equally  well  qualified  with  elders  in  judging  of  the  qualifica- 
tions that  might  be  required  for  such  a  position.  The  fact  was  that  the  great 
majority  of  the  elders  and  the  ministers  occupying  the  most  important  and  in- 
fluential positions  in  Aberdeen  were  all  in  fayour  of  the  course  thiat  he  was  now 
adyocating.  It  had  been  coolly  assumed  that  there  was  something  like  nnanimity 
on  the  part  of  the  elders  against  the  filling  of  this  office. 

Mr.  WOOD— Diyiaion  I 

Dr.  ADAM — I  know  much  has  been  said  about  diyision,  but  the  assumption  was 
that  the  strong,  if  not  general,  opinion  was  in  opposition  to  a  particular  gentleman. 

Mr.  WOOD  remarked  that  he  neyer  intended  to  say  more  than  that  there  was 
diyision,  and  he  supported  that  by  a  reference  to  the  state  of  the  vote  of  the 
Presbytery.    He  neyer  said  there  was  unanimity. 

Dr.  ADAM  sidd  he  was  quite  well  aware  that  there  was  no  statement  made  that 
there  was  unanimity  on  the  part  of  the  eldership,  but  he  put  it  to  the  House  whether 
they  could  haye  understood  the  statements  made  in  any  way  but  this,  that  there  was 
a  preponderating  opinion  against  the  appointment  of  a  particular  gentleman  to  this 
office.  There  were  in  the  Presbyteiy  of  Aberdeen  830  elders ;  and  by  all  the  means 
that  were  employed  Just  sixty  could  be  got  to  sign  the  document  He  juat  put 
those  two  things  oyer  against  each  other,  and  he  left  the  Assembly  to  judge  whether 
in  all  probability  the  state  of  matters  was  anything  like  what  it  was  represented  to 
be.  But  it  was  stated  that  among  those  opposed  to  the  appointment  were  almost 
all  the  handsome,  liberal  supporters  of  the  College  of  Aberdeen.  He  challenged 
BDch  a  representaUon. 

Mr.  WOOD — I  neyer  said  all  the  liberal  contributors  were  on  our  aide. 

Dr.  ADAM  said  he  had  not  said  that  Mr.  Wood  had  stated  that»  and  he  would 
not  haye  words  put  into  his  mouth ;  but  what  he  said  was  that  Uie  repreaentation 
made  on  the  other  side  was  to  produce  the  impression  that  by  far  the  greater  part 
of  those  interested  in  the  College  were  against  this  particular  appointment.  Was 
that  a  misrepresentation  of  what  was  said  on  tbe  other  side  9  If  he  knew  any  place 
at  all  it  was  Aberdeen,  and  if  he  was  acquainted  with  the  afialrs  and  parties  in  any 
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lown  in  SeotUnd  ii  was  with  those  of  Aberdeen ;  and  he  should  not  be  challenged 
when  he  affirmed  that  outside  of  those  who  were  connected  with  this  opposition 
were  lome  of  the  yeiy  largest  and  most  liberal  oontribntors  to  the  College,  and 
especially  to  the  recent  endowment  fond.  He  attached  very  great  importance  to  a 
kindly  itate  of  feeling  in  Aberdeen  with  regard  to  the  men  that  were  to  be  appointed 
profeaaoiSy  and  to  him  who  was  to  ocenpy  Uie  office  of  Principal ;  bat  was  this  an 
Aberdeen  affidr !  Was  this  an  office  that  Aberdeen  only  was  entitled  to  have  an 
opinion  regarding  ?  Sorely  they  held  that  their  Colleges  were  the  property  of  the 
vhde  Free  Chnreh  to  which  they  belonged,  and  that  they  all  had  a  common  interest 
in  this  sppointment.  He  held  that  it  woald  not  do  for  their  friends  in  Aberdeen  to 
claim  SQch  an  absolute  connection  with  the  College  as  think  that  the  Church  wss  to 
be  wholly  guided  In  its  course  of  procedure  in  this  matter  according  to  what  the  state 
of  feeling  might  be  in  the  town  of  Aberdeen.  He  repeated  that  he  knew  Aberdeen 
veil,  and  it  would  be  a  very  bad  thing  if  questions  of  this  kind  were  to  be  decided 
by  reference  to  the  parties  and  the  feelings  that  sometimes  prevailed  in  that  com- 
manity.  What  did  the  argument  for  delay  really  mean  1  Simply  that  they  were 
to  hsTe  another  year  of  agitation,  and  they  knew  that  in  the  interral  erery  means 
voold  be  taken  in  accordance  with  the  line  hitherto  pursued  to  create  confusion  and 
agitation.  And  while  he  said  with  great  confidence  that  he  thought  Dr.  Brown  was 
abo?e  all  others  the  man  they  were  called  upon  to  appoint^  he  would  rather  submit 
to  an  appointHient  of  not  so  worthy  a  kind  than  Uce  the  consequences  of  a  year  of 
that  kind  of  agitation  he  was  quite  certain  would  follow  any  resolution  of 
the  Assembly  not  to  proeeed.  Then,  how  were  they  to  deal  with  Dr.  Brown,  who,  as 
senior  Professor  at  Aberdeen,  would  be  called  upon  to  preside  oyer  the  College  next 
year  while  all  the  turmoil  was  going  on,  and  that»  too,  after  the  Assembly  had 
Tirtoslly  pronounced  him  unfit  to  receive  the  Principalship  1  Delay  simply  and 
absolutely  meant  Dr.  Brown*s  rejection;  for  were  he  in  Dr.  Brown's  place,  he  would 
nerer  entertain  the  idea  of  accepting  an  appointment  if  there  was  delay  at  the 
present  stsge,  such  as  would  subject  him  to  the  ordeal  through  which  he  knew  he 
^ould  have  to  go,  and  afterwards  hsTe  his  case  submitted  again  to  the  decision  of 
the  Assembly.  That,  he  thought,  would  be  unworthy  of  Dr.  Brown  or  of  any  man 
fit  to  occupy  this  chair.  If  the  Assembly  determined  to  go  on,  he  would  be  able 
afterwards  to  meet  CTeiything  that  had  been  said  against  the  character  and  claims 
of  Dr.  Brown. 

Hr.  DAYID  MITCHELL,  Aberdeen  (elder),  seconded  the  motion.  He  said  he 
happened  to  be  an  Aberdeen  elder,  and  an  elder  for  a  much  longer  period  than  his 
friend,  Kr.  Joseph  Wood.  The  first  question  he  had  to  ask  was,  who  did  Mr.  JosepU 
Wood  really  represent  1  His  friend  found  fault  with  Dr.  Adam  for  assuming  that  he 
spoke  in  name  of  the  Aberdeen  elders;  but  though  in  the  first  instance  he  did  not. 
ssy  BO,  he  (Mr.  Mitchell)  submitted  that  the  whole  tenor  of  his  speech  was  as  if  he 
were  speaking  in  the  name  of  the  Aberdeen  elders.  Without  giying  statistics  himself, 
he  said  he  would  not  be  met  by  assertion,  but  demanded  to  be  met  by  statiatic». 
Dr.  Adam  had  correctly  stated  the  proportion  in  regard  to  the  Presbytery,  but  Mr. 
Wood  asked  if  he  referred  to  the  town  of  Aberdeen.  Well,  on  looking  at  the 
almanac  he  fonnd  that  there  were  at  least  250  elders  in  Aberdeen,  so  that  the  60 
did  not  represent  quite  a  fourth  part  of  the  eldership.  He  (Mr.  Mitchell)  did  not 
represent  tiie  remaining  three-fourths — he  just  spoke  for  himself — and  he  took 
leaye  to  say  that  Mr.  Joseph  Wood  did  not  represent  him.  He  asked  Mr.  Wood 
to  show  them  his  commission  to  represent  the  elders  of  Aberdeen.  Mr.  Wood 
urged  as  a  reason  for  delay  that  the  elders  of  Aberdeen  had  not  been  heard.  Dr. 
Adam  had  disposed  of  that  point  already,  and  the  single  comment  he  would  make 
upon  it  would  be  that  he  thought  the  elders  of  Aberdeen  had  to  wish  that  they 
might  be  sayed  from  themselyes,  and  they  had  to  thank  the  House  that  they  had 
not  been  heard.  A  further  point  struck  him  as  being  yery  important— either  the 
Aberdeen  Hall  was  a  Free  Church  institution  or  it  was  not  If  it  was  a  ¥ree  Church 
institution,  then,  looking  at  the  tone  of  his  friend  Mr.  Wood's  speech,  he  said  to  the 
elders  of  Aberdeen,  in  Mr.  Wood's  sense  of  the  term,  "  Te  take  too  much  upon  you, 
oh  ye  elders  of  Aberdeen."  Where  was  the  patronage  of  the  Hall  to  lie  1  He 
should  be  sorry  if  it  ey6r  became  so  yery  proyincial  as  to  be  a  purely  Aberdeon 
institution.  If  the  patronage  of  their  Hall  was  in  the  Church,  was  the  Church  to 
band  it  oyer  to  a  few  persistent  Aberdeen  elders^  even  although  they  might  be 

i> 
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liberal  contribatora  to  the  fands  of  the  Choreli  1    This  Church  made  large  sacrifices 
rather  than  sobmit  to  the  mode  in  which  patronage  was  administered  bj  the  Suta  ; 
and  he  shonld  be  sony  to  see  the  day  that  they  should  be  induced  to  giro  their 
patronage  into  the  hands  of  the  monied  power  of  the  Chnich.    Mr.  Joseph  Wood's 
next  reason  for  delay  was  that  di?ision  existed.    Well,  there  was  diyision,  bat  who 
made  it,  and  who  was  responsible  for  iti    He  lired  in  Abtfdeen,  and  was  the  fnend 
of  Dr.  Brown.    He  thought  Dr.  Brown  had  consulted  his  dignity  by  not,  so  fiur  as 
he  knew,  lifting  a  finger  to  inflaence  his  position  with  the  pnblic  of  Aberdeen  in  this 
matter.    He  liad  left  his  ease  and  his  character,  on  which  certain  memorials  had 
reflected,  in  the  hands  of  Him  who  jadgeth  righteous  judgment.    Who,  then,  had 
made  the  dirision  1    It  was  ti^e  elders  of  Aberdeen.    Reference  had  been  made  U> 
the  Presbytery.    Well,  the  memorialists  had  been  heard  there  through  their  repre- 
sentatives in  a  constitutional  manner,  so  that  it  was  incorrect  for  them  to  say 
that  they  had  not  been  heard  at  all.    They  did  what  they  could  to  influence  the 
Tote  of  the  Presbytery,  and  they  did  influence  it ;  but  they  did  not  succeed  in  cany- 
ing  it    It  had  also  been  said  that  Dr.  Brown  was  not  acceptable  to  the  people. 
There  was  a  preliminary  point  to  be  considered  in  regard  to  that  qoestion.     If  there 
was  anything  that  a  man  would  require  some  knowledge  of,  it  was  when  he  ap- 
proached a  scientific  subject,  and  gave  his  opinion  as  to  who  was  or  was  not  a  fit 
man  to  fill  a  scientific  office.    Theology  was  a  profound  sdenee,  and  he  was  not 
competent  to  speak  about  it.    He  never  studied  it ;  but  of  course  his  Mend  Mr. 
Joseph  Wood  liad  done  so,  and  was  competent  to  speak  about  it,  and  of  eonrse^ 
according  to  his  friend,  the  people  in  Aberdeen  were  competent  to  speak  about  it 
also.    He  (Mr.  Mitchell)  had  lived  in  that  town  a  great  deal  longer  than  Mr.  Joseph 
Wood,  and  he  did  not  know  that  the  people  there  were  such  theologians  as  to  be 
able  to  pronounce  as  to  who  was  or  who  was  not  a  competent  man  to  fill  a  Professor^a 
chair.    Next,  it  was  said  that  they  must  have  some  important  person.      It  was 
curious  that  the  fhrther  north  they  went  that  feeling  grew  the  more.     The  import- 
ance of  this  ofiloe  might  be  very  great.    He  would  not  go  the  length  that  the  Pres- 
bytery of  Locboarron  desired  to  do.    He  rather  rejoiced  in  the  arrangement  which 
dignified  thePresident  of  the  Aberdeen  College  with  the  name  of  Principal.   During  the 
greater  part  of  its  history  it  was  a  fact  that  the  senior  Professor  discharged  the  duties 
of  Principal,  hot  the  ritally  important  nature  of  Uie  office  had  not  then  been  aeen; 
and  he  had  yet  to  learn  that  the  institution  sufifered  any  from  the  want  of  the  name. 
It  was  quite  ressonable  in  these  times,  when  the  importance  of  titles  in  high  places 
had  assumed  such  a  magnitude  that  this  idea  should  prevail,  and  possibly  his 
friend  had  caught  the  infection.    But  if  the  office  was  so  important  how  conld  it 
lie  in  abeyance  for  one  year,  which  was  an  important  period  in  the  life  of  an  indi- 
vidual or  an  institution  1  They  had  heard  of  the  dreadful  things  that  were  to  happen 
if  Dr.  Brown  got  the  office ;  but  if  the  office  were  so  very  important,  what  might  not 
happen  to  the  institution  if  there  was  no  Principal  at  all  for  a  whole  yearl     He  was 
not  competent  to  speak  of  the  importance  of  Dr.  Brown.    But  there  were  some  men 
who  had  such  a  character  and  reputation  in  the  world  that  not  to  do  justice  to  them 
was  to  iojore  the  institution  that  did  the  injustice.    Dr.  Brown  had  a  reputation  as 
wide  as  Christendom  as  a  theologian  and  a  scholar,  and  as  the  author  of  Tory  im- 
portant theological  works ;  but  highest  of  all  was  the  spiritual-minded  character  of 
the  man.    The  delay  was  said  to  be  saked  for  on  the  score  of  friendship  to  Dr.  Brown* 
He  thought  Dr.  Brown  might  well  exclaim,  "  Timeo  Danao»  el   dona  JhrenteaJ* 
If  the  House  granted  delay  it  simply  amounted  to  a  censure  of  Dr.  Brown,  in  view 
of  the  aspersions  and  insinuations  that  had  been  made  against  him.    If  the  matter 
were  delayed  for  another  year  he  should  deprecate  the  consequences  to  Dr.  Qrown^s 
health  and  comfort    There  could  be  only  one  motive  for  this  motion,  and  that  was 
to  enable  them  to  use  their  influence  in  the  Church  for  another  tweWemonths,  and 
by  the  old  Fabian  policy  of  delay  tq  carry  their  object.     Was  there  one  word  came 
out  of  Mr.  Wood's  mouth  to  show  that  they  were  open  to  conviction,  or  to  show  that 
they  would  reconsider  their  position,  and  perhaps  come  up  and  give  him  their  sop- 
port  after  one  yearl    The  Assembly  would  commit  a  great  mistake  if  they  supposed 
that  Mr.  Wood  and  his  followers  had  any  such  intention.    There  was  but  one  ofajeer^ 
and  that  was  to  allow  them  to  operate  on  the  mind  of  the  Church  for  another  year^ 
and  he  sincerely  hoped  the  Church  would  not  allow  them  to  do  this.     The  Hall  at 
Aberdeen  required  a  man  of  faith  and  prayer — ^a  man  who,  by  his  faith  and  pn^er 
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ahovld  op€A  ibe  windoira  of  beayen  and  bring  down  showers  of  blessing  upon  the 
jooBg  aspiiantfl  to  ibe  ministry  in  ibat  scbool  of  tbo  prophets,  wherebjrthey  should 
be  sent  oat  as  so  many  blessings  to  fertilise  the  waste  places  of  the  land.  Wbaterer 
might  be  bis  defects,  of  sncb  a  spirit,  according  to  bis  measnre  and  degree,  be  bombly 
belicTed  Dr.  Brown  to  be.  Tolontaiy  testimony  to  bis  nsefalness  from  old  stadents  bad 
been  called  fortb  in  the  newspapers  by  this  controveTsy;  and  be  believed  that 
many  would  rise  op  and  call  him  blessed. 

JCr.  KACDONALD  (elder),  Aberdeen,  on  rising  to  speak  was  met  with  cries  of 
"  Tote,  Tote."  It  was  not,  be  said.  Dr.  Darid  Brown,  bat  ibe  cardinal  point  was, 
for  the  good  of  tbe  College  they  bad  to  consider,  and  bow  it  was  to  be  consenred 
and  perpetuated,  in  order  to  take  advantage  of  tbe  experience  of  ita  past  his- 
tory ;  and  as  it  is  now  better  equipped  than  it  baa  ever  been,  to  ntilUe  ita  osefal- 
neeB.  Will  the  appointment  of  Dr.  David  Brown  conduce  to  this  end?  The 
Assembly  would  have  been  better  able  to  judge  of  the  capabilities  of  Dr.  Brown,  if 
the  document  put  before  tbe  committee  from  the  elders  had  come  up.  He  could  say 
tbat  tbere  waa  a  serious  division  of  opinion  in  the  locality  where  Dr.  Brown  was  best 
known,  and  that  a  close  vote  in  the  Aberdeen  Piesbjtery  waa  followed  by  no  action  at 
all  in  tbe  Sjnod ;  and  be  (Mr.  Macdonaid)  therefore  assured  the  Assembly  that  many 
more  elders  of  the  Presbytery  would  have  aigned  tbe  memorial  if  they  had  been 
asked. 

Major  BOSS,  Aberdeen,  explained  tbat  wbile  be  consideied  Dr.  Brown  the  fittest 
person  to  be  put  into  the  Chair  of  Principal  at  Aberdeen,  in  consideration  of  the 
ieeling  involved,  be  thought  that  wbile  be  could  do  Dr.  Brown  no  good  by  sending 
up  bis  name  from  tbe  Synod,  there  might  thus  be  something  done  to  make  the 
matter  a  Utile  hotter  than  it  waa.  He  thanked  Mr.  Mitchell  for  the  manner  in 
wbicb  he  defended  tbe  eldenbip  in  Aberdeen,  and  said  tbat  Mr.  Joseph  Wood  had 
no  rigbt  to  speak  in  tbe  name  of  tbe  eldership  there. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  WOOD,  in  replying,  was  exceedingly  sorry  that  Mr.  David  Mitchell 
made  aucb  references  to  bis  name.  (Cries  of  "  Vote,  vote,"  Mr.  Wood  maintaining 
tbat  be  would  go  on  as  be  thougbt  fit,  tbat  be  would  divide  the  House,  and  tbat  be 
was  entitled  to  be  beard.)  He  was  not,  be  said,  ashamed  of  bis  name,  but  be 
tbougbt  tbe  way  it  bad  been  referred  to  was  unworthy  of  the  subject.  Indeed,  it  was 
a  very  good  name  after  all.  It  was  a  Scripture  name — and  be  only  hoped  tbat  he 
would  be  half  as  good  a  man  as  Joseph  of  Egypt,  fie  was  not  sure  but  Joseph  was 
as  good  a  man  as  David.  Unfortunately,  bis  name  would  be  too  familiar  after  this. 
He  contended  that  it  was  un&ir  to  compare  tbe  sixty  elders  who  had  signed  the 
memorial  who  belonged  to  tbe  town  of  Aberdeen  witb  the  elders  in  tbe  Presbytery 
of  Aberdeen,  and  Mr.  Mitcheirs  argument  was  positively  disgraceful  for  a  man 
professing  any  knowledge  of  arithmeUc,  as  be  said  that  not  a  fourth  of  tbe  eldership 
in  Aberdeen  signed  tbe  memorial,  although  be  admitted  that  the  total  number 
might  be  250.  Althoogb  be  bad  been  appointed  by  no  one,  in  the  sentiments 
be  bad  expressed  be  repeated  be  believed  be  represented  one-half  of  the  elders 
in  tbe  town  of  Aberdeen.  He  never  said  that  the  memorial  represented  the 
unanimous  feeling  of  the  elders  of  Aberdeen.  If  tbere  was  such  a  decided  feeling  on 
the  other  side,  wby  did  they  not  send  up  another  memorial  in  order  to  prove  that 
tbere  was  no  particular  division  ?  He  denied  that  the  delay  was  asked  in  order  to 
cause  confusion.  To  the  statement  of  Dr.  Adam  that  our  reason  or  motive  for  pro- 
posing delay  was  to  gain  time  wbicb  would  be  used  in  creating  **  confusion,  agita- 
tion, and  turmoil  in  tbe  Church,"  to  tbat  statement  he  gave  an  unqualified — an 
emphatic — a  flat  denial.  He  protected  before  the  Assembly  and  the  whole  Church 
that  their  only  object  was  to  preserve  the  College  in  efficiency  and  in  credit,  and 
thereby  secure  most  surely  that  their  privileges  should  be  transmitted  unimpaired  to 
latest  generations. 

Mr.  WHITE,  Blairgowrie,  asked  Mr.  Wood  to  withdraw  bis  motion,  as  it  raised  a 
false  issue  in  tbe  Assembly,  and  as  it  would  be  impossible  for  some  members  to 
vote  in  consequence  of  tbe  statements  made  on  the  one  side  and  the  other. 

Mr.  WOOD — I  decline  most  respectfully  to  do  that 

A  vote  was  then  taken,  when  49  members  voted  for  Mr.  Wood's  motion  and  292 
for  tbat  of  Dr.  Adam,  the  majority  therefore  being  243  for  proceeding  witb  the 
election. 

Dr.  ADAM  said  that  after  this  very  decided  vote,  wbicb  bad  really  substantially 
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determined  the  other  qaestion  of  the  appointment  of  Dr.  Brown,  he  wonld  say  little* 
Dr.  Brown  was  naturally  marked  out  as  the  person  who  ought  to  occupy  the  positioa 
of  Principal.  He  was  of  more  advanced  years  and  longer  Btanding  in  the  Hall  of 
Aberdeen  than  any  of  the  professors.  Dr.  Adam  made  reference  to  Dr.  Binnie's  hi^h 
character  and  promising  career,  and  also  to  the  very  graceful  letter  read  by  Dr.  Beith 
ftx>m  him,  in  which  he  waived  his  claims  to  the  office  of  Principal  and  spoke  ont  so 
faTonrably  for  Dr.  Brown.  Dr.  Brown  was  also  marked  out^  Dr.  Adam  proceeded 
to  say,  by  the  decisive  voice  of  this  Church  for  the  office.  The  presumption  was  in 
favour  of  a  man  who  had  been  nominated  by  so  great  a  majority,  unless  it  was  set 
aside  by  strong  consideralions.  Since  the  death  of  Dr.  Fairbaini  they  had  no 
minister  of  a  higher  theological  reputation  than  the  father  he  now  nominated.  His 
work  upon  the  Second  Advent  was  a  standard  one,  and  his  Commentary  upon  the 
Kew  Testament  was  characterised  by  great  research,  peculiarly  fine  exegetieal  tact^ 
vividness  and  freshness  of  expression,  combined  with  a  fragrance,  unction,  and 
spiritnality  all  the  more  acceptable  because  of  its  rarity  in  this  class  of  pnblicationsL 
He  alluded  to  his  Memoir  of  Dr.  Duncan  as  possessing  the  same  high  qualities  of 
mind  and  heart,  and  went  on  to  show  that  his  learned  labours  had  been  recognised 
far  b^ond  the  limits  of  their  Church,  by  stating  that  he  had  been  thronghont  one 
of  the  company  of  revisers  of  the  New  Testament,  and  had  done  good  service  in  that 
capacity.  He  added,  in  addition  to  these  strictly  theological  qualifications,  that  Dr. 
Brown  was  undoubtedly  a  man  of  refined  taste,  of  gentlemanly  appearance  and  bear- 
ing^-a  thing  of  importance  in  one  who  was  to  occupy  such  a  position,  and  that 
ihongh  advanced  in  life  he  retained  in  a  remarkable  degree  the  freshness  and 
vivacity  of  youth.  ICatters  of  business,  he  closed  by  saying,  could  well  be  looked 
after  by  the  Finance  Committee  if  Dr.  Brown  was  less  qualified  or  disposed  to  under- 
take their  management. 

Mr.  FERGUSON,  of  Kinmundy,  seconded  the  motion. 

No  other  person  being  proposed.  Dr.  David  Brown  was  declared  to  be  unanimously 
elected. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  WOOD  accepted  the  decision  come  to  on  his  motion  for  deky  as 
deciding  the  whole  question,  and  he  accepted  and  agreed  to  the  election  now  made. 

ELECTION  07  PBOFESBOXUib 

Dr.  BEITH  proposed  that  Mr.  Salmond  of  Barry  should  be  appointed  to  the 
vacant  chair  of  Systematic  Theology  and  Exegesis  of  the  Epistles  in  the  College  at 
Aberdeen.  He  did  so  on  the  ground  (1.)  That  the  number  of  returns  in  his  favour 
was  larger  by  twenty  at  least  than  those  for  Mr.  Henderson.  Thus  the  Chnrch  had  ex- 
pressed its  mind.  (2.)  On  the  ground  of  the  courteous  manner  in  which  Mr.  Salmond 
gave  way  at  the  Commission  in  August  last  that  Dr.  Binnie  might  be  nnanimonsly 
chosen  for  the  new  chair  at  Aberdeen.  At  that  time  there  was  an  expression 
favourable  to  the  claims  of  Mr.  Salmond  on  some  future  occasion.  (8. )  On  the  ground 
of  his  acceptability  to  tiiose  in  Aberdeen  interested  in  the  welfare  of  the  College 
— those  within  and  those  without  the  walls  of  the  College.  He  (Dr.  Beith)  had  taken 
means  to  ascertain  this,  and  he  was  happy  to  be  able  to  state  it  to  the  House. 
(4.)  On  the  ground  chiefly  of  Mr.  Salmond's  excellent  qualifications  for  the  office — ^his 
scholarship,  his  studious  habits,  his  sound  views  of  all  divine  truth,  his  knowledge 
of  languages  ancient  and  modem  eminently  qualifying  him  for  the  department  of  the 
Exegesis  of  the  Epistles,  his  aptness  to  teach,  having  actually  a  passion  for  snch  work, 
of  which  there  was  the  evidence  of  his  having  been  at  an  ea^Iy  period  of  his  history 
appointed  classical  examiner  in  the  University  of  Aberdeen. 

Dr.  ELDER,  in  proposing  Mr.  Henderson,  Coatbridge,  for  the  vacant  professor- 
ship, stated  his  unwillingness  to  appear  as  if  opposing  the  claims  of  Mr.  Salmond,  for 
whose  attainments  he  had  the  greatest  respect.  He  had  supported  him  formerly 
when  brought  forward  for  an  exegetieal  chair,  and  he  believed  him  to  be  a  master  in 
that  department,  while  frankly  acknowledging  his  great  learning  in  other  depart- 
ments of  theology  and  his  soundness  in  the  faith.  But  regarding  exegetlca  as  the 
branch  for  which  he  is  pre-eminently  qualified,  he  thought  it  an  important  question 
whether  this  Church  should  now  put  him  into  a  less  congenial  sphere,  or  shonld  not 
rather  reserve  him  for  a  chair  in  which  it  might  reasonably  be  expected  that  he 
would  rise  to  more  eminent  influence  and  nsefulneas.    After  some  remarks  on  the 
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panmoimi  fanportaneo  of  nudntaining  our  Boand  sjatematie  theology,  specially  at  tbo 
preaeni  tEme,  when  ao  many  loose  Tiews  of  Christian  doctrine  are  abroad,  he  went  on 
toaay  thai  it  waa  only  the  deep  conyietion  which  Mr.  Henderson's  friends  had  of  hia 
pre-eminent  fitness  for  that  department  of  theology  which  had  led  them  to  take  the 
nsponaihility  of  proposing  his  name  on  this  occasion.  It  waa  trae  he  had  not  as 
yet  giren  anything  to  the  world  to  prore  his  pecaliar  fitness,  bat  others  who  had 
become  eminent  Professors  were  not  known  as  authors  before  their  appointment. 
Mr.  Henderson  had  been  labouring  and  had  done  a  noble  work  for  fifteen  years  in 
one  of  onr  large  mining  districts,  and  while  keeping  himself  abreast  of  the  intelli- 
gence and  theological  inyestigationa  of  the  time,  had,  in  derotion  to  his  Master's 
aenriee,  consdentioosly  sacrificed  his  opportunity  of  making  a  name  for  himself  in 
the  literature  of  hia  profession.  But  not  the  less  surely  is  it  the  duly  of  the 
Church,  when  folly  certified  of  the  predilections  and  high  talents  and  attainments 
of  each  a  man  to  call  him  to  another  and  more  congenial  sphere,  in  which  he  may 
riae  to  atill  greater  usefulness.  He  then  referred  to  the  high  testimonials  furnished 
by  a  few  of  Mr.  Henderson's  friends,  and  circulated  throughout  the  Church,  particu- 
lariy  alluding  to  thoae  by  Dr.  Dykes  of  London,  Dr.  Dodds,  Qlasgow,  Mr.  Sandeman, 
Sdinbnrgh,  Mr.  Laidlaw,  Aberdeen,  and  Mr.  Kicol,  Glasgow.  It  had  sometimes  been 
alleged  that  Mr.  Henderson,  though  possessed  of  great  knowledge  and  thoroughly 
sound  in  the  fitith,  waa  wanting  in  power  of  expression ;  but  in  answer  he  begged  to 
refer  to  the  only  printed  specimen  of  Mr.  Henderson's  gifts  as  a  writer  of  which  he 
was  aware,  namely,  his  admirable  sketch  of  the  late  Dr.  Duncan,  contained  in  the 
memoirs  of  that  remarkable  man,  published  by  Principal  Brown  of  Aberdeen.  He 
would  Tcntnre  to  say  that  of  all  the  admirable  sketches  in  that  work  none  was  more 
appreeUtive  than  Mr.  Henderson's,  and  none  more  indicaUye  of  a  philosophical 
mind,  nor  exhibiting  sounder  riews  of  Christian  doctrine  and  experience,  nor  more 
clearly  and  forcibly  expressed.  For  himself  he  had  only  to  add  that  having  known 
Mr.  Henderson  from  Uie  beginning  of  his  ministry,  he  beliered  him  to  be  a  man  of 
personal  godlineas,  whose  views  of  Christian  doctrine  are  in  entire  accordance  with 
the  soundest  BeformaUon  theology ;  who,  by  his  mental  energy  and  freshness  of 
thought,  his  great  atores  of  knowledge  and  kindliness  of  disposition,  would  exert  a 
powerful  and  aalutary  influence  over  atudents,  and  would  also  labour  and  pray  for 
their  apiritual  and  eternal  wellbeing. 

Mr.  FIKLAT,  Larkhall,  seconded  the  nomination. 

A  ahow  of  hands  waa  called  for,  and  although  it  was  unmistakably  in  favour  of 
Mr.  Salmond,  the  supporters  of  Mr.  Henderson  wished  to  know  the  exact  amount  of 
sopport  whieh  their  candidate  had,  and  demanded  a  division.  This  having  taken 
place,  201  voted  for  Mr.  Salmond,  and  7i  for  Mr.  Henderson — ^m^jority  for  Mr. 
Salmond,  127. 

The  Assembly  adjourned  at  6-20. 


EVENING  SEDERUNT. 
The  Aaaembly  resumed  at  7'80  p.il — Dr.  M'Lauchlan,  Moderator. 

FOBIIGN  MIBBIOHS. 

The  report  on  this  subject  waa  introduced  by  Dr.  Duff.  It  goes  into  much  de- 
tnil  regarding  the  operations  of  the  Missions,  showiog  that  at  the  various  stations  a 
large  amount  of  fisithful  and  earnest  work  has  been  done.  More  general  informa- 
tion  regarding  the  operations  abroad  is  fully  furnished  in  the  remarks  which 
follow. 

Br.  DUFF,  the  convener,  in  presenting  the  report,  said  that  as  it  had  been  for 
■ereral  days  in  the  hands  of  members,  it  was  to  be  regarded  by  a  rule  of  the  House 
aa  having  been  read.  He  would  therefore  satisfy  himself  with  furnishing  a  very 
brief  aumxnary  of  the  statistics — including  pecuniary  contributions,  agencies,  and 
opexationa ;  and  then  draw  attention,  by  a  few  illustrative  remarks,  to  some  of  the 
mwe  important  itema.  For  brevity's  sake  the  summary  gives  merely  the  aggregatea 
for  all  our  mission  fields  in  India,  Africa,  and  Syria.    It  is  aa  follows : — 

"  First,  the  year's  income :— -Contributions  from  associations,  £11,966,  Is.  9d.; 
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church-door  eolleoUons,  £1013,  16b.  lid. ;  donations,  legacies,  javenlle  offerings,  &e., 
£9070, 2s.  4d. ;  totid  home  rerenae  of  the  general  scheme,  £22,050,  Is.  In  addi- 
tion, the  Ladies'  Society  for  Female  Edocation  in  India  and  Sonth  Africa  raised 
£3477,  2s.  5d.;  contribntions  to  the  Liyingstonia  Mission,  £8498,  ids.;  the  Chil- 
dren's New  Tear  Offering  for  the  Santal  Mission,  £870, 18s.  There  were  also  con- 
tribnted  by  Earopean  Mends  abroad,  £3831,  19s.  2d.;  and  by  natiye  chnrehes, 
£862,  98.  lOd.  The  income  of  the  Mission  Bailding  Fand  was  £3236,  19s.  7d. ; 
of  the  Missionaries'  Widows  and  Orphans  Fund,  £358,  38. ;  and  of  the  Invalid  Mis- 
sionaries' Fond,  £32, 128.  6d.  Oovernment  grants  for  edacational  purposes  amonnted 
to  £6766,  Is.  lid.,  and  the  school  fees  £6513,  lis.  Id.  These  two  items  of  Govem- 
ment  grants  and  school  fees  exceed  by  £300  the  entire  contribntions  received  from 
the  congregations  of  the  Church.  The  total  income  from  all  sources  for  missions  to 
the  heathen  was  thus  £55,790,  58.  lid.  The  following  was  the  income  of  the  other 
missions  of  the  Church,  ezdusire  of  home  missions,  viz. : — Jewish  Missions,  £5497, 
Is.  6d. ;  Colonial  Missions,  £3728,  ISs.  2d. ;  Continental  Missions,  £5340, 18s.  8d., 
making  a  grand  total  for  missionary  purposes  abroad  of  £70,357,  4s.  3d. 

"  £cond,  the  Christian  Agency,  at  90  central  and  branch  stations,  consists  of  30 
ordained  European  missionaries,  9  ordained  native  missionaries,  7  licensed  native 
preachers,  1  Earopean  medical  missionary,  15  European  male  teachers,  8  European 
female  teachers,  7  East  Indian  male  teachers,  7  East  Indian  female  teachers,  97 
native  male  teachers,  71  native  female  teachers,  12  European  missionary  artisans, 
88  native  catechists  and  Scripture  readers,  and  12  native  colporteurs — in  all,  864 
Christian  agents.  These  are  ezdnsive  of  the  five  who  have  just  left  for  the  African 
field.  The  members  in  full  communion  with  the  native  churches  are  2649 ;  the  bap- 
tized adherents  not  communicants  (adults  and  children),  2025 ;  the  number  admitted 
to  membership  on  a  profession  of  their  faith  since  the  commencement  of  the  missions 
is  4380.  During  last  year  320  adults  were  baptized  or  admitted  on  a  profession  of 
their  faith,  and  201  children  were  baptized.  There  were  also  at  the  close  of  the  year 
541  candidates  for  baptism  or  for  full  communion.  Male  scholars  numbered  7870, 
and  female  3351 — in  all,  under  Christian  instruction,  11,221." 

The  latter  items  in  the  list  of  contributions.  Dr.  Duff  said,  were  purposely  added, 
though  not  in  the  report,  because,  in  the  aggregate  statements  of  other  Churches 
they  often  appear  under  the  head  of  foreign  missions ;  while  the  habitual  omission  of 
them  in  ours  makes  the  contributions  of  the  Free  Church  appear  to  disadvantage 
He  then  proceeded  to  say  that,  if  the  report  was  large,  those  who  had  read  it  must 
confess  that  it  was  not  from  diffusiveness.  It  consisted  of  little  else  than  a  mass  of 
facts,  expressed  in  the  briefest  possible  way,  and  so  closely  compacted  together  that 
it  would  require  a  mental  machine  of  hydraulic  power  to  increase  the  compression. 
There  were  those  present  as  members  of  the  Assembly  who  could  remember  when 
the  foreign  miuion  consisted  of  a  single  agent,  without  a  school,  without  a  pupil, 
male  or  female,  and  without  a  convert.  Contrast  that  single,  solitary,  branchless, 
fmitless  sapling  with  the  present  banyan-like  tree  of  giant  dimensions,  that 

"  spreads  her  arms. 
Branching  so  broad  and  long ;  that  in  the  ground 
The  bended  twigs  take  root,  and  daughters  grow 
About  the  mother  tree," 

and  surely  we  may  gratefully  take  up  our  Ebenezer  and  say,  hitherto  hath  the  Lord 
helped  us.  He  pointed  to  the  significancy  of  some  of  the  pecuniary  items,  and  the 
lessons  of  encouragement  which  ought  to  be  drawn  from  them.  Formerly  the 
British  Government  frowned  upon  missions ;  they  now  get  from  it  nearly  £7000  in 
grants-in-aid.  For  years  education  had  to  be  given  gratis ;  books  had  to  be  sup- 
plied ;  in  India  girls  hsd  to  be  paid  for  coming ;  in  Africa  boys  and  girls  and  their 
parents  had  to  be  bribed  with  beads  and  other  trinkets ;  but  now  the  missions  re- 
ceive between  £6000  and  £7000  in  fees.  Beferring  to  new  stations,  he  spoke  of 
Mount  Lebanon,  and  the  varied  hopeful  operations  among  the  Greeks,  Maronites, 
and  Druses ;  of  Mr.  Bae,  his  eminent  qnal&cations  for  the  difficult  post  which  he 
occupied  and  the  distinguished  services  he  had  rendered  therein;  of  Dr. 
Corslaw,  who  had  recently  gone  out  as  a  medical  missionary ;  and  of  Miss  Kelson, 
the  able  superintendent  of  the  female  schools.  On  the  remarkable  missionary  ex- 
pedition to  Lake  Nyassa«  under  the  masterly  leadership  of  Mr.  Toung,  B.N.,  he  did 
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«iHit  dweQ,  becBOM  he  had  already  twice  giren  a  full  accoant  of  ita  origin,  object,  and 
signal  aoceeaa  to  the  Commiasion  of  Asaembly ;  and  because,  on  account  of  ita  norelty 
and  importance,  »  aeparate  statement  of  the  whole  subject  wis  now  appended  to  tbe 
Fordgu  Miaaions  Committee's  Report.    He  declared  that  this  abominable  traffic  in 
hnman  fleah  ooald  never  be  pnt  down  by  GoTemment  erniaera — that  what  the 
Britiah  QoTemmeni  ahonld  do,  wonld  be,  through  ita  treaties  with  Egypt,  Turkey, 
Persia,  Zanzibar,  and  Madagascar,  to  dry  op  the  aourcea  of  demand,  while  their  mia- 
aioD,  by  ita  combined  eyangelistic,  edncational,  and  indastrial  operations,  would  dry 
op  the  aonioea  of  supply.    He  noticed  the  missions  to  the  aborigines  of  India,  the 
Waralis,  the  Gonds  and  Santals.  Among  these  several  schools  had  been  established ; 
while  there  had  been  already  a  considerable  number  of  baptisms.    Mr.  Dawson  had 
rednced  the  Gond  language  to  written  form,  and  translated  some  poriions  of  the 
Bible  into  it.    The  preaching  of  the  gospel  had  been  carried  on  very  extensivelj 
among  Hindus   and  Mohammedana  in  the  vernacular  tongues,  chiefly  through 
native  teachers,  cateehista.  Scripture  readers,  and  evangelists.    The  system  of  col- 
portage  had  been  sueceaafnlly  introduced.  About  half  a  century  ago,  no  respectable 
female  was  educated  in  all  India,  and  very  few  of  the  lower  castes ;  now  thousands 
are  taught  between  Cape  Comorin  and  Peahawur;  many  of  them,  besides  their  own 
mother  tongue,  learn  English,  and  have  become  certificated  teachers ;  some  have 
become  the  writers  of  excellent  tracta ;  while  in  Calcutta  the  daughter  of  a  native 
Christian  convert  had  been  appointed  by  the  Bengal  Government  inspectress  of 
Government  Zenana  achoola.    Of  the  eight  thousand  male  scholars  under  Christian 
instruction,  a  large  proportion  baa  advanced  to  the  stage  of  secondary  educiuion ; 
while  in  India  about  three  hundred  are  under-graduates  of  the  Universities  of  Cal- 
cutta, Madras,  and  Bombay,  preparing  to  take  their  degrees.    Their  Calcutta  insti. 
tution,  the  oldest  of  their  Indian  Christian  colleges,  haa  supplied  almost  every  mis- 
sion of  eveiy  society,  English  and  American,  along  the  great  Gangetio  valley,  with 
its  population  of  at  leaat  ninety  millions,  with  teachers,  catechists,  preachers,  and 
some  ordained  ministers  of  the  goapel. 

After  noticing  these  and*other  matters  at  oonaiderable  length,  the  next  topic  in 
the  report  to  which  Dr.  Duff  referred  was  the  need  of  qualified  labourers.  In  thia 
respect  they  only  shared  the  experience  ofall  the  great  missionary  societies  throogh- 
ont  the  world.  They  were  ready  to  send  forth  labourers  of  different  grades ;  since 
in  some  department  or  other  of  the  mission  field  there  was  abundant  scope  for  every 
variety  of  qualifications.  Already  they  had  sent  forth  missionary  ariieans,  mission- 
aiy  teacheis,  lay  evangelists,  and  medical  missionaries.  But  their  chief 
difficulty  lay  in  obtaining  an  adequate  supply  of  earnest,  godly  men,  en- 
dowed with  the  bigheat  gifta  and  attainmenta  for  efficiently  conduciinj;  the  higher 
evangeliatic  work  among  educated  natives,  and  the  higher  Christiau  education  in 
our  central  institutions  or  colleges.  But  they  had  no  reueon  for  despondency.  Some 
of  their  ablest  students,  who  were  otherwise  excellently  qualified  and  ready  to  give 
themselves  to  the  work,  were  prohibited,  on  the  score  of  health,  or  some  other  neces- 
sary cause,  from  undertaking  iL  From  several  ministers  in  charges,  letters  had 
been  received,  expresaive  of  earnest  sympathy,  and,  were  it  not  for  their  grey  hairs, 
or  bodily  infirmities,  or  growing  families,  declaring  their  readiness,  if  thought  quali- 
fied, to  go  forth  to*morrow.  He  then  referred  in  wann  terms  to  Mr.  Rose,  of 
Brechin,  who  spontaneohsly  proffered  his  valuable  services,  and  is  now  ministering 
to  the  residents  of  Muasoorie,  nearly  double  the  height  of  Ben  Nevis  above  the  sea, 
withinisight  of  the  everlasting  snowy  ranges,  nearly  20,000  feet  still  higher;  so  that 
he  and  Mr  Fordyce,  of  Simla,  may  be  aaid  to  be  the  two  loftiest  or  most  elevated 
miniaters  of  tbe  Free  Church,  or  of  any  Church  on  the  surface  of  the  globe.  The 
call  for  additional  labourers  was  most  urgent  from  Bombay  and  Madras ; — from  the 
former,  owing  to  the  great  loss  sustained  by  the  departure  of  Dr.  Wilson ;  from  the 
latter,  because  of  the  extenaion  and  consolidation  of  onr  college,  which,  through  the 
energy,  wiadom,  and  forethought  of  Mr  Miller  and  his  aaaociates,  and  the  sympathy 
and  co-operation  of  other  societies,  may  become  the  Christian  college  of  Southern 
India.  Already,  however,  one  of  highest  qualification,  Mr.  Blake,  of  the  Free  Church 
College,  Glasgow,  had  been  appointed  to  Bombay;  while  they  fondly  trust  that 
through  the  considerate  response  of  this  Assembly  to  a  memorial  from  the  Foreign 
Miaaiona  Committee,  another,  Mr  Alexander  Todd,  also  of  the  Free  Church  College, 
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Olaagow,  a  stadeni  of  eminent  qaalifieations  for  eTangelutic  work,  may  aoon  te 
appointed  to  Madras. 

HaTlDg  aliaded  to  Dr.  Wilaon,  he  eoald  not  bni  adrert  aomewhat  more  partien- 
larl  J,  with  deepest  sorrow  and  r^sret»  to  the  loss,  and  for  some  time  to  come,  iirepar* 
able  loss,  sustained  by  his  death.    Already  had  the  distinguishing  excellencies  of 
his  many-sided  character,  attainments,  and  laboors  been  admirably  portrayed  by 
yarioQS  gifted  writers  in  India  and  in  this  land.    In  the  coarse  of  my  wanderings, 
coDtinned  Dr.  Daff,  haying  Tisited  Bombay  fonr  times,  and  spent  many  days  with 
him  under  his  hospitable  roof;  haring  also  spent  weeks  in  travelling  with  him  alone, 
for  hundreds  of  miles,  along  the  lower  valley  of  the  Indos,  across  the  briny  and  salt- 
encrusted  Sun  of  Cuteh,  through  Qnaerat  and  Snrat,  to  Bombay,  I  might  relate 
many  things  of  interest  concerning  him,  but  at  present,  for  want  of  time,  I  must  for- 
l^ear.    I  shall  therefore  purposely  restrict  myself  to  what  struck  me  as  a  remarkable 
feature  in  his  mental  and  spiritual  character,  because,  so  far  as  I  know,  it  ban 
hitherto  been  noticed  by  no  other.    Among  the  many  evils  now  coming  in  upon  us 
like  a  flood,  one  of  the  most  conspicuous  is  that  of  broad  churcbism,  developing  into- 
rationalism,  and  that  again  into  infidelity  of  one  type  or  another.     It  really  reminds 
one  of  the  plague  of  froga  in  Egypt  The  filthy  creatures,  no  longer  confined  to  their 
congenial  ponds  and  marshes,  came  up  into  the  houses,  into  the  bedchambers  anft 
beds,  the  ovens  and  the  kneading-troughs ;  and  so  rationalism,  so  seasonably  re- 
ferred to,  by  undesigned  coincidence,  by  the  retiring  Moderator  of  the  Established 
Church  and  the  entering  Moderator  of  our  own — rationalism,  the  oflfspring  of  unbe- 
lief, and  the  prolific  mother  of  openly-avowed  infidelity,  no  longer  confined  to  its  old 
congenial  haunts  of  free- thinking  clubs  or  fraternities  of  gleesome,  scoffing  revellen, 
is  creeping,  insidiously,  through  literary  and  other  channels,  into  our  Christian 
homes,  infecting  with  its  conti^on  the  arts  and  other  classes  in  our  nniveisities, 
stealthily  mounting  into  our  theological  halla,  and  by  some  back  door  ascending  inte 
the  pulpits  of  our  land — denying  or  minimiaing  the  Inapiration  of  Sacred  Scripture,, 
unsettling  the  canon,  repudiating  the  genuineness  and  authenticity  of  particular 
booka  or  portions  of  books,  and  holding  up  some  of  the  grand  old  veritiea  of  the 
Christian  faith  to  the  ridicule  and  contempt  of  all  who  ambitiously  aspire  to  the 
possession  of  something  like  supernatural  reason  and  high  intelligence !  Those  who 
yield  to  the  syren  spell  of  its  advocates  are  flattered  and  applauded  as  men  of  laige- 
mindedness,  breadth  of  culture,  advanced  thought,  higher  criticism,  light  and  aweetp 
neas,  manly  courage,  freedom  from  bigotry,  prejudice,  and  other  evil  qualities ;  while 
those  who  do  not  yield  to  the  treacherous  fascination  are  branded  with  reproaches 
as  narrow-minded,  illiberal,  and  a  hundred  other  disparsging  epithets  from  their 
copious  complimentaiy  vocabulary.     Now,  no  man  who  knew  him  could  think 
lightly  of  Dr.  Wilson's  candour,  sagacity,  and  high  acholarship.    As  a  translator  of 
the  Bible,  he  had  critically  to  study  it  in  Uie  original  Hebrew  and  Greek ;  as  a  con- 
troversialiat,  having  to  contend  with  acute  and  subtle  antagonists  of  the  Zoroastrian,. 
Mohammedan,  and  Brahmanical  faiths,  he  was  constrained  minutely  to  examine  all 
questions  connected  with  the  canon,  the  inspiration,  and  interpretation  of  Scripture. 
What^  therefore,  I  could  not  help  admiring  in  him  waa  the  resolute  tenacity  with 
which,  in  the  midst  of  every  temptation  to  the  contrary,  he  clung  to  Holy  Scripture  in 
its  literality,  simplicity,  and  integrity,  and  to  all  the  viewa  of  orthodoxy  connected 
therewith,  as  maintained  through  all  the  ages ;  the  childlike  docility  and  reverence 
with  which  he  imbibed  all  its  holy  lessons.    His  bones  now  lie  mouldering  on  the 
Indian  shore  ss  those  of  Abraham  once  did  on  the  borders  of  Canaan,  taking  posses- 
sion, as  it  were,  thereof,  ss  the  Land  of  Promise  for  the  conquests  of  our  true  Joshus. 
But  were  he  alive  and  called  on  to  send  us  a  message  appropriate  to  these  evil  days, 
methinks  it  would  be  to  this  effect : — Crossing  Mecca  and  Medina,  the  cradle  and 
centre  of  the  Mohammedan  delusion ;  crossing  Rome  and  its  Vatican,  that  has 
for  ages  deluged  Western  Cltristendom  with  monstrous  corruptions  of  revealed  troth,, 
and  at  last  rnMshed  the  very  senith  of  blasphemy  in  getting  a  company  of  poor,  frail, 
fallible,  sinful  men  to  invest  another  poor,  frail,  fallible,  sinful  man  with  one  of  the 
incommunicable  attribntea  of  the  great  Qod,  thus  enacting  the  most  gigantio  lie 
palmed  on  the  human  race  since  the  day  when  the  father  of  lies  succeeded  in  per- 
suading our  first  parents  that,  in  eating  the  forbidden  fruit,  they  would  become  as 
gods,  instead  of,  as  he  knew  foil  well,  becoming  incipient  demons  in  human  form ;. 
crossing,  too,  the  impious  rationalisms,  the  pantheisms,  the  materialistic  atheisma^ 
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of  Gennany  md  France,  and  also,  to  some  extent,  of  England  as  well ; — crosBin^,  I 
laj,  all  theae,  and  pealing  direct  in  onr  can,  methinks  the  faithful  message  wonid, 
in  tubitanee,  be — Ye  who  profeaa  to  be  the  descendanta  and  representatives  of  Knox 
and  the  heroea  of  the  great  Reformation,  of  Henderson  and  the  heroes  of  the  second 
Refonnation,  of  Chalmers  and  the  heroea  of  pre-Dismption  times,  stand  by  your 
colouis;  be  loyal  in  yoor  allegiance  to  Zion'a  King,  Zion's  cause,  and  Zion's  holy 
oracles;  ooorageonaly  exert  and  manfully  uphold  your  atandard,  with  its  waring  flag 
embUzoned  with  the  inscription.  For  the  Bible,  the  whole  Bible,  and  nothing  but  the 
Bible^not  the  Bible  in  the  new  light  of  modem  adranced  thought,  or  the  old  light  of 
mediefal  aeholaatidam — ^not  the  Bible  hacked  and  torn,  and  threshed  by  the  blndgeon 
of  a  remoraelesa  seenlar  criticism  till  nothing  is  left  but  chaff  withont  grain,  huskH 
without  kernel,  rind  without  aught  of  marrow  or  fatness;  or,  once  more,  not  the 
Bible  in  dead  letter,  or  aa  interpreted  by  Church  or  tradition,  but  the  Bible  in  its 
life-giring,  self-eyidencing  power,  aa  discerned  and  felt  by  souls  awakened,  and 
illofflined  by  the  Spirit  of  Ood,  through  all  generations  from  primitive  apostolic 
times.  Making  due  allowance  for  clumgea  in  phraseology,  and  varying  modes  of 
expression  in  different  eras  and  climes,  cling  fast  to  the  grand  old  fundamental 
Teritiea  aa  baptized  with  the  sufferings  and  blood  of  prophets,  apostles,  and  the  noble 
army  of  martyn ;  rather  than  surrender  any  one  of  these,  by  unworthy  concesBion  or 
unhallowed  eompromiae,  under  the  dictation  of  pretentions  self-asseriing  authority 
on  the  one  hand,  or  the  fascination  of  glozing  flatteries  and  lies  on  the  other,  arise,, 
sad  set  in  the  spirit  of  your  fathen !  Be  ready,  if  need  be,  to  betake  youraelves  anew 
to  the  upland  moora  and  mosaea  and  heathery  wilds  of  your  bleak  mountain  sides ; 
or  to  ''some  deep  dell  by  rocka  o'ereanopied,"  where  at  midnight,  when  the  blood- 
hoonds  of  persecution  are  slumbering  and  asleep,  ye  may,  like  them,  read  the  sacred 
page  by  '<the  aheeted  lightninga'  glare;"  or,  if  atili  more  hardly  pressed,  be  lik& 
them  prepaved  to  ascend  to  heaven  in  chariots  of  fire  or  a  clond  of  glory  from  the 
stakes  and  the  sciuffolds  of  martyrdom. 

Apart  from  all  his  other  high  clwms  npon  ns,  the  man  who,  from  his  noblo 
spiritual  instincts,  Tsried  Christian  experiences,  and  elevated  theological  standpoint, 
coold  send  na  such  a  seasonable  message  across  oceana  and  continents  is  surely 
worthy  of  being  held  in  everlaating  remembrance.    To  ascertain  by  what  kind  of 
memorial  thia  might  be  best  aecompliahed,  a  meeting  waa  held  the  other  day,  which 
s  ladden  and  nnezpeeted  visitation  of  Providence  prevented  me  from  attending. 
The  proposal  then  made  was  very  natural,  and,  so  far  as  It  went,  very  proper,  and 
inay  well  be  proseeated  by  the  Synod  of  Merse  and  Teviotdale.    But  without  wait- 
ing to  expound  it,  I  trust  I  may  be  excused  for  simply  hinting  what  haa  been 
looming  in  my  own  mind  for  weeks  and  even  months  paat.    Our  great  want  at  all 
times  haa  been  an  adequate  aupply  of  qualified  and  trained  missionaries  of  different 
STsdes,  particularly  those  of  the  highest.    From  letten  which  I  have  received  from 
time  to  time,  I  know  there  are  piona  yonng  men  in  different  parts  of  the  country  who 
banied  with  desire  to  preach  the  gospel  to  the  heathen,  but  who  had  no  means  for 
obtaining  the  proper  education  or  training.    Kow,  as  Dr  Wilson  was  pre-eminently 
a  miisionary  to  the  heathen,  why  might  not  the  Assembly  recommend  a  sum  to  bo 
niaed,  the  interest  of  which  wonld  constitute  several  bursaries,  to  be  called  the 
Wilson  Bursaries  1     Why  might  not  Presbyteries  be  requested  to  name  any  young 
Bjm  of  real  piety  and  promise  within  their  bounds  to  the  Foreign  Missions  Com- 
>uite«^  or  any  other  specially  appointed  for  the  purpose)    Why  might  not  this 
eommittee  subject  the  candidates  to  suitable  tests,  so  as  to  select  the  fittest,  not 
nerely  on  the  score  of  natural  talent,  but  of  varied  spiritual  aptitudes  t    Why  might 
^  not  then  be  aoeommodated  in  the  formerly  projected  missionary  institutes,  the 
eitablishment  of  which  is  only  at  present  in  abeyance,  under  the  charge  of  some 
experienced  retired  missionary,  so  as  to  have  the  benefit  of  a  special  or  apecifio 
^iriaisg  for  the  nltimate  object  in  view,  in  addition  to  the  general  training  along* 
▼ith  others  at  the  Univenity  or  Theol<^oal  College  1     If,  in  process  of  time,  any 
were  found  deficient  in  temper,  or  any  of  the  practical  Christian  graces,  in  zeal, 
derotedneas,  or  piety,  why  not  let  him  return  to  some  secular  employ  1  or,  if  some 
vers  found  on  trial  better  fitted  for  one  field  than  another,  whether  home  or  foreign, 
Jewish,  Colonial,  or  Qentlle,  why  not  allocate  them  for  the  same  1    In  this  way,  when 
>By  Taeaneies  were  to  be  supplied,  or  new  misaiona  established,  we  might  have  a 
'scnilting  dep6t  of  ready-made  men,  while  the  door  would  atill  remain  as  open  as 
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ever  for  applications  from  any  other  qaalified  candidates.  And  thos.  Dr.  Wilaon, 
who  was  beyond  most  others  a  man  of  catholic  spirit,  woold  be  fonnd,  though  dead, 
not  only  yet  speaking,  but  acting  in  raising  np  qualified  labourers  for  eyery  depart- 
ment of  Uie  mission  field  at  home  and  abroad. 

What  is  wanted  for  the  accomplishment  of  this  and  CTory  other  similar  object  ia 
a  mighty  outpouring  of  the  Spirit  of  God  to  awaken  the  true  missionary  spirit,  whicn 
is  the  Spirit  of  Christ,  the  spirit  that  bums  with  desire  to  seek  and  to  sare  the  loa 
of  every  land — of  erery  race  and  colour— on  the  uniyersal  membership  of  our  o«ii 
Church  and  every  evangelical  Church  in  Christendom.    For  surely  the  question  mnv 
well  be  asked,  Where  or  in  what  Church  is  that  spirit  nowl    Here  and  there,  in 
individual  members,  it  may  be  found  in  varying  degrees ;  but  as  to  the  general  mem 
bership  of  any  Church,  I  know  not  where  it  is  to  be  found,  unless  it  be  in  the  sma*! 
Church  of  the  Moravians.      In  proportion  to  its  membership,  the  number  o 
missionaries  sent  forth  into  the  heathen  field  is  vastly  larger  than  that  from  any  other 
Church  in  the  Old  World  or  New.    And  have  they  not  reaped  the  blessed  reoompen«'e 
of  reward?    Why,  upwards  of  thirty  years  ago  it  was  calculated  that  for  every  hom  - 
member  in  their  communion  there  were  four  abroad  reclaimed  out  of  heathenisif. 
At  this  rate,  our  Church,  had  it  done  its  duty  up  to  the  measure  of  the  Moravians, 
with  its  vastly  larger  membership,  instead  of  4380,  might  have  upwards  of  a  milli"ii 
converts  from  heathenism.    And  this  prosperity  of  their  missions  abroad  react  t^i 
with  mighty  potency  on  the  spiritual  prosperity  of  their  Church  at  home.    At 
regards  ourselves,  this  is  a  sore  subject  to  dwell  upon.    But  surely  love  for  lii" 
Church  and  faithfulness  to  the  souls  of  its  members  ought  not  only  to  excuse  but  tn 
constrain  one  emphatically  to  call  the  attention  of  brethren  to  it,  that  some  co: 
mensurate  remedy  may  be  devised.    As  to  the  psinfnl  fsct  of  the  wide-sprt^ 
prevalence  of  terrible  shortcomings,  there  can  be  no  doubt.     Some  Individ  t 
congregations,  and  some  individual  members  in  many  congregations,  do  no^ 
but  what  of  the  Church  as  a  whole  1    As  few  can  go  forth  in  person,  the  only  tangit' 
way  in  which  the  interest  of  the  great  migority  can  be  shown  is  the  amoont 
contributions  fumiBhed  by  them  wherewith  to  send  forth  suitable  labourers.     How 
does  the  case  standi    The  Churchj  with  its  huge  membership  of  three  or  four 
hundred  thousand,  gives  in  stated  contributions  from  associations  and  church-door 
collections  only  an  aggregate  of  £12,979  Ids.  8d. — ^which  gives  an  annual  average 
contribution  of  considerably  less  than  a  shilling  to  each  communicant.     EamesUy, 
humbly,  devoutly  I  ask,  in  the  sight  of  high  Heaven,  is  this  a  worthy  response  to  the 
positive  command  of  Him  whom  they  yet  profess  to  worship  and  adore  as  King  of 
kings  and  Lord  of  lords — their  Saviour  and  their  alii    But  there  is  something  mora 
lamentable  than  even  this  petty  homoeopathic  measure  of  contribution ;  and  it  is  this 
— ^that  the  gpreat  bulk  of  our  communicants  give  nothing  at  all  I     Not  long  ago  1  fur 
nished  specimens  of  the  actual  statistics  of  one  of  the  largest,  wealthiest,  aad  m<»t 
influential  Presbyteries  of  our  Church,  from  which  it  appeared  that  out  of  tli«- 
aggregate  membership  only  one-fifth  part  contributed  to  the  Foreign  Mission  Fund . 
that  is,  out  of  every  five  members  only  one  contributed,  leaving  four  who  oontribat«  d 
nothing  to  implement  the  parting  command  of  the  Saviour,  to  whom  they  yet  pn^- 
fessed  to  owe  their  all  of  life  and  salvation.     Or  looking  at  the  sums  actual  ly 
contributed,  the  highest  yearly  average  for  each  member  was  at  the  rate  of  a  penn 
per  week.    Then,  at  one  leap  downwards,  the  next  highest  was  at  the  rate  of  one 
halfpenny  a  week ;  and,  downwards  still,  through  a  farthing  and  fractions  of  a  farthioir. 
till  it  reached  one*fifth  of  a  farthing  weekly  for  the  evangelisation  of  the  world  1    And 
one  congregation,  not  included  in  the  aggregate  number  that  furnished  these  aatouod 
ing  averages,  a  congregation  of  800  member^,  stood  out  in  solitaiy  statelinrss 
contributing  at  the  enormous  rate  of  the  fifty-second  part  of  a  farthiiig  weekly  for 
the  teaching  of  all  nations,  in  obedience  to  the  divine  command  I    Surely  this  ia  no 
appalling,  a  heartrending  disclosure.    I  therefore  dismiss  it  with  the  fervent  prayer 
— Father,  forgive  them,  for  they  surely  know  not,  or  think  not,  what  they  do.    And 
all  this  in  the  face  of  a  positive  divine  command,  the  parting  command  of  the  blesse<l 
Saviour,  as  imperatively  binding  on  every  believer  in  Christ  Jesus  as  any  eommand 
ment  in  the  moral  law  is  binding  on  the  human  race  at  large  1 

But  there  are  other  commands  besides  the  Saviour's  parting  command  that  eqo-< 
imply  positive  duty  on  the  part  of  true  believers.     We  solemnly,  in  singing 
Psalms  in  private  and  public  worship,  call  on  all  people,  on  all  the  earth,  on 
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BAkions  to  unite  in  oelebraiing  Jefaorak'B  pruBe,  aad  magnifying  His  holy  namo. 
Now,  aa  the  apoatle  reasons  elsewhere,  how  can  they  call  on  Him,  or  praise  Him, 
or  magnify  Him  whom  they  do  not  know,  and  in  whom  they  do  not  belioTe  f  how  can 
they  know  or  belieye  in  Him  of  whom  they  haye  not  heard  1  how  can  they  hear  of 
Him  without  a  preacher  1  and  how  can  they  preach  except  they  be  sent)  To  call 
on  the  dumb  to  speak,  or  the  deaf  to  hear,  or  the  blind  to  see,  unless  we  have  done 
ail  in  onr  power  to  restore  the  hcoitj  of  speaking,  hearing,  or  seeing,  is  sorely  to 
insolt  onr  neighboor.  So  in  the  present  case.  Unless  we  have  done,  and  Btill 
continue  to  do,  all  in  onr  power  to  convey  to  all  people,  all  nations,  the  knowledgb 
of  the  great  Jehovah  as  manifested  in  the  economy  of  redemption,  to  call  on  them 
to  praise  and  magnify  Him  is  to  insnlt  them,  conscionsly  or  unconseioasly  to  act 
onder  the  maak  of  a  veiled  hypocrisy,  and  sing  mockeries  to  our  God. 

There  ia  another  set  of  passages,  as  interpreted  by  an  inspired  apostle,  still  more 
direet  and  more  forcible.  When  Paul  and  Barnabas  preached  in  the  synagogue  at 
Antioehy  in  Fiaidia,  the  Jews  for  the  most  part,  as  in  other  places,  rejected  the 
meesage  of  mercy :  on  their  so  doing  Paul  thus  addressed  them  : — "  It  was  necessary 
that  the  Word  of  Qod  should  first  have  beeta  spoken  to  you,  but  seeing  ye  put  it  from 
yon  and  jadge  yonraelTes,"  or  act  as  if  you  judged  yourselves,  "unworthy  of  ever- 
lasting ifie,  lo,  we  turn  to  the  €ton tiles,  for  so  hath  the  Lord  commanded  us,  saying  " — 
aaying  whatt  We  might  naturally  expect  the  Saviour's  parting  command  to  be 
quoted,  bat  no:  what  theni  **  I  have  set  thee  to  be  a  light  to  the  Gentiles,  that 
thou  ahouldest  be  for  salvation  to  the  ends  of  the  earth."  Now  this  passage  is  a 
prediction  and  promise  in  the  49th  of  Isaiah,  given  by  the  Father  to  Christ  Himself, 
who  alone  was  to  be  supremely  a  light  to  the  Gentiles,  and  who  alone  could  be  for 
ealvation  to  the  enda  of  the  earth.  And  yet  the  apostle  quotes  it  as  having  all  the 
force  of  an  aotiioritative  divine  command  for  the  regulation  of  his  own  conduct.  How 
ia  this  1  The  rationale  of  the  application  of  it  to  himself  is  obvious.  God,  the  Father, 
rereded  His  intention,  His  eternal  purpose  and  design  as  to  the  illamination  of  the 
€(entiles  and  their  salvation,  through  His  Eternal  Son,  to  the  ends  of  the  earth.  In 
the  fnlneaa  of  time  the  Eternal  Son  came  forth,  not  to  be  Himself  the  direct  pro- 
daimer  of  these  glad  tidings,  but  to  be  subject  of  them,  the  object  of  Gospel  f. lith, 
mad  the  pnrehaser  of  its  redemption.  He  then,  having  obtained  all  power  Jn  earth 
and  in  heaven,  appointed  and  commissioned  His  apostles,  and  through  them^  as 
representative  men,  the  members  of  His  Church  in  every  age,  to  be  His  agents  and 
inatnimenta  in  diflfhalng  the  light  and  the  life  of  saving  knowledge  to  the  ends  of 
the  earth.  So  that  by  the  exegesis  of  the  inspired  apostle,  every  promise,  prediction, 
or  prophecy  in  the  Old  Testament  relative  to  the  ultimate  spread  and  triumph  of  the 
«Terlaating  gospel  must  thus  be  construed  as  a  divinely  authoritative  injunction  or 
command  to  pot  forth  every  possible  efibrt  in  promoting  it  Instead,  therefore,  of 
the  parting  command  of  the  Saviour,  to  go  into  all  the  world  and  teach  all  nations, 
being  a  aoUtary  command  on  the  subject,  it  is  but  the  last  and  grandest  of  a  whole 
sneeeaaion  or  galaxy  of  eommands,  beginning  with  the  first  germinant  promise  in 
pandlae,  which,  like  the  Milky  Way  in  the  visible  heavens,  stretches  across  the 
shining  firmament  of  revelation  for  four  thousand  years,  as  stars  of  divers  magnitudes 
that  liave  their  setting  in  a  brilliant  pavement  of  spiritaal  star-dust. 

Having  meh  abundance  of  promises  turned  into  commands  sounding  in  our  ears, 
woe  be  onto  ns  if  we  neglect  them,  and  turn  onr  backs  on  the  glorious  enterprise 
which  they  enjoin.    In  that  case,  may  not  the  words  of  Mordecai  to  Esther  by  way 
of  aeeommodation  be  applied  to  usi    Let  ns  know,  then,  that  by  God's  eternal  and 
immntable  purpose,  enlargement,  and  deliverance  shall  ultimately  come  to  all 
heathen  natlona ;  and  that  as  God  hath  given  the  heathen  to  His  Son  for  an  inherit- 
ance, and  the  uttermost  parts  of  the  earth  for  His  possession,  so  has  He  appointed 
and  ordained  that  His  believing  people  sheuld  be  the  agents  and  instruments  in  its 
risible  realisation.     If  we  then  hold  back ;  if,  despising  alike  the  promises  and 
commands,  we  refuse  to  engage  in  the  worlc,  or  persist  in  prosecuting  it  with  cold- 
aess  and  indifference  and  half  heartedness,  let  us  know  that  other  Churches  and 
salioDS,  more  faithful  and  aealous  than  we,  will  be  summoned  to  the  front  and 
honoored  with  the  triumphal  crown  of  victory.     But  as  for  us  in  such  case,  what 
ctn  we  expeei  but  that,  in  the  retributive  judgment  of  God,  we  and  our  fathers' 
home  may  be  destroyed — our  candlestick  removed,  its  light  extinguished,  our 
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Church  and  nation,  the  city  of  oor  God,  laid  waste  like  that  of  faithldn,  gQUtj- 
Jadah  and  Jenualem  of  old. 

One  cannot,  howeyer,  contemplate  snch  a  poeaible  cataatrophe  without  a  ahndder^ 
Oh,  then,  let  us  arise  from  the  dust,  shake  off  all  apathy  and  Inkewarmneas,  recall 
to  mind  the  days  of  old,  the  years  of  the  right  hand  of  the  Moat  High  1  In  spite 
of  endless  defections  and  backslidings,  proTocations  and  rebellions,  let  oa  remember 
the  manrellons  series  of  deilFerances  experienced  by  us,  as  a  Chnidi  and  nation* 
during  the  last  three  hundred  years,  so  that,  at  this  moment,  we  have  proportionaUy 
more  of  gospel  light  and  primitiye  apostolic  gospel  ordinances  amongst  na  than 
any  other  nation  under  heayen.  And,  such  being  the  case,  who  can  tell  whether 
we  have  not  come  to  the  kingdom — ^to  our  present  commanding  position  of  osefnl^ 
uess  in  the  ecclesiastical  and  spiritual  world — for  snch  a  time  as  this  1  Let  oa  then 
arise  and  enter  into  solemn  league  and  coyenant  with  our  God,  sirearing,  as  it  were, 
by  Him  that  liyeth  fi>r  oyer  and  oyer  that  we  shall  not  henceforth  make  light  of  the 
paramount  duty  of  eyangelising  the  nations,  which  has  been  ordained  in  the 
Eternal  Council,  and  has  constituted  the  leading  theme  of  promise  and  prophecy  and 
command  from  the  fall  in  Paradise  to  the  ascension  from  the  Mount  of  Oliycs — that 
we  shall  not  presume  henceforth  to  treat  that  which  the  great  Head  of  the  Church 
has  made  of  primary  importance  aa  if  it  were  but  a  secondaiy  or  tertiary  or  sub- 
tertiary  object,  that  may  be  tacked  on  as  an  appendage  or  supplement  of  the  hg  end 
of  all  other  duties ;  a  work  that  may  be  discharged  with  apathy  or  indifference,  or 
not  at  all,  as  people  list  Instead  of  impiously  daring  any  longer  to  put  that  first 
which  the  great  Head  of  the  Church  has  put  last,  and  that  last  which  He  has  put 
first,  let  us  arise  and  resolye  that  the  cause  which  is  still  nearest  and  dearest  to 
His  heart  ahall  speedily  arise  to  its  proper  ascendant,  its  divinely-appointed  lenith 
position  in  the  firmament  of  educational  and  ecclesiaatical  action  and  power.  Let 
us  by  all  suitable  means  inculcate  its  nature  and  importance  on  the  minds  of  our 
children.  Let  it  find  a  place  in  their  ordinary  class-books  and  works  of  geography. 
Let  us  haye  a  missionaiy  map  of  the  world,  representing  the  different  reUgions  and 
superstitions  by  disUnctive  colours,  hung  up  in  all  our  Sabbath-schools  and  week- 
day schools,  ay,  and  why  not  behind  eyery  pulpit  in  the  land,  encircled  with  the 
words,  **  Go  ye  into  all  the  world,  teach  all  nations,  and  preach  the  gospel  to  eyery 
creature,'*  that  old  and  young  may  be  taught  impreaslTcly  hew  small  a  portion  of 
the  world  has  yet  been  eyangelised,  and  be  constantly  reminded  of  their  bonnden 
obligation  to  engage  in  it.  Let  us  arise  and  resolye  to  leaye  no  means  untried,  till 
the  absorbing  theme  be  made  to  pervade  the  thoughts,  the  feelings,  the  desires,  the 
plans  and  purposes  of  all  our  Church  members ;  giye  a  hue  and  complexion  of  an- 
earthly  grandeur  to  the  deyelopment  of  their  character;  enter  into  the  staple  and 
eore  of  their  most  exhilarating  social  conyerse ;  cause  the  hosannabs  of  the  heayenly 
host  to  mingle  with  their  priyate,  domestic,  and  public  deyotions ;  run  like  a  golden 
thread  through  the  texture  and  framework  of  our  pulpit  miniatrations,  aa  it  aasuredly 
runs  through  the  whole  texture  and  framework  of  the  Bible  itself,  from  Genesis  to 
Reyelalion ;  introduce  a  mellowing,  sauctifjing,  eleyating,  soul-inyigorating  element 
into  the  discussions  and  deliberations  of  our  Kirk-sessions,  Presbyteries,  Synods, 
and  General  Assemblies.  Then,  indeed,  would  the  Free  Church  of  Scotland  rise  up 
to  her  proper  height,  and  might,  and  strength,  in  the  name  of  Jehoyah ;  make  it  to 
be  felt,  not  by  idle  words  and  worthless  professions,  but  by  burning  and  ahining 
deeds,  alike  in  heayen,  earth,  and  hell,  that  ahe  was  resolutely  and  determinedly  in 
earnest ;  and  by  her  fruits  of  conquest  and  spoils  of  yictoiy,  cause  the  whole  wodd 
viyidly  to  realise  the  meaning,  the  true  scriptural  meaning  of  her  own  gloriona 
creed,  that  Jesus  Christ  is  not  only  Supreme  Head  of  the  Church,  but  alao  SUng 
and  Goyemor  among  the  nations.  "  Fly  abroad,  then,  thou  mighty  gospel,**  may 
eyery  one  present  here  this  night  jubilantly  exclaim,  and  accompany  the  ntteiance 
with  the  feryent  prayer  that  the  bumiug  aspirations  of  the  heart  may  be  apeedily 
turned  into  liying  practices : — 

"'  Fly  abroad,  thou  mighty  gospel. 

Win  and  conquer,  neyer  cease ; 
Hay  thy  lasting  wide  dominions 

Multiply  and  still  increase; 
Sway  thy  sceptre,  sway  thy  sceptre. 

Saviour,  all  the  world  around." 
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Dr.  HOODT  8TUABT,  after  some  introdactory  remarkB,  ]iiOTed-*"The  Gene- 
nl  Anembij  appiore  of  the  report,  record  their  thanks  to  the  comxnittee,  and 
espeeiaUj  to  the  eo&Tener.  The  Aasembly  greatly  rejoices  in  the  measure  of  snccess 
that  Qod  ham  been  pleased  to  ronchsafe  to  the  labours  of  the  missionaries  of  the 
Chareh  in  India  and  Africa,  and  pray  that  that  success  may  be  granted  there  in 
laiger  and  erer  larger  measore.  The  General  Assembly  express  here,  what  has 
been  uniyersally  felt  throaghont  the  Chnrch  in  all  her  borders,  their  profound  sor- 
row at  the  loia  whidi  has  been  sustained  in  the  removal  by  death  of  Dr.  Wilson,  of 
Bombay.  They  thankfully  acknowledge  that  it  is  of  Qod's  great  goodness  that  so 
good  a  gift  has  been  so  long  eontinned  to  them,  and  with  mournful  submission  they 
can  lay, '  The  Lord  gave,  the  Lord  hath  taken  away ;  blessed  be  the  name  of  the 
Lord.'  The  General  Assembly  gratefully  acknowledge  the  good  hand  of  Ood  upon 
their  missionariea  who  proceeded  a  year  ago  to  the  mission  of  the  Lake  Nyassa,  and 
hesrtily  commend  them,  and  those  who  a  few  days  ago  proceeded  to  join  them,  to 
the  blessing  and  care  of  that  Qod  through  whose  care  the  sun  shall  not  smite  them 
by  day  nor  the  moon  by  night,  with  the  earnest  prayer  that  their  new  mission  in 
th&l  interesting  region  may  be  the  means  of  ciyUising  the  people  and  abolishing 
the  slave  trade^  and  gathering  in  the  people  for  the  Lord,  who  shall  be  for  His  glory 
in  the  day  of  His  power  as  dewdrops  from  the  womb  of  the  morning.  In  view  of 
the  great  difficnltiea  thai  the  committee  have  experienced  in  securing  the  services 
of  missionaries  for  the  foreign  field,  and  specially  in  view  of  the  importance  of 
strengthening  the  mission  at  Madras,  and  enabling  missionaries  there  to  extend  the 
operations  of  the  institution,  according  to  the  scheme  already  approved  of  for  con- 
verting it  into  a  Christian  college  for  Southern  India,  they  earnestly  appeal  to  the 
theological  sindentSy  probationers,  and  younger  ministers  of  the  Church,  and  entreat 
them  earnestly  to  consider  whether  the  interests  of  the  Chnrch  do  not  constitute  a 
loud  call  to  consecrate  themselves  to  its  most  important  and  most  noble  work  t 
Having  tsken  into  consideration  the  overture  regarding  special  prayer  for  missions 
on  the  80th  November,  they  recommend,  in  terms  of  that  ove^rture,  that  ministers, 
offiee-bearers,  and  members  engage  in  tiieir  several  localities  towards  the  end  of 
November  in  eameatly  snpplicating  the  Divine  blessing  on  the  cause  of  foreign 
minions." 

Sheriff  CAMPBBLL  seconded  the  motion,  and  iA  doing  so  referred  to  the 
spprosehing  departore  of  Dr.  Smith  to  the  Lake  Nyanza,  and  to  the  case  of  a  young 
Btadent  who  had  taken  his  degree  at  Oxford,  and  who,  on  coming  home,  had  re- 
solved to  beeome  a  missionary  of  the  Cross. 

Dr.  HUBBAT  HITCHELL  spoke  as  follows :— Moderator,  although  it  is  fitting 
that  1,  as  secretary  of  the  Foreign  Missions,  should  say  something  on  this  occasion, 
it  is  equally  fitting  that  my  remarks  should  be  compressed  into  the  smallest  possible 
apace.  For  one  thing,  I  am  not  physically  able  to  say  much ;  as  1  have  Just  arrived 
bj  afternoon  train  firom  London,  after  three  days  of  hard  work  in  that  city.  But  apart 
altogether  from  that,  at  this  hour  of  the  evening  I  shall  be  truly  sorry  to  encroach 
en  the  time  which  will  most  suitably  be  occupied  by  the  honoured  friends  who  have 
kindly  consented  still  to  speak. 

Hy  ehief,  almost  my  sole  duty,  is  to  mention  that  I  had  the  privilege  of  seeing 
the  new  band  of  labourers  who  proceed  as  a  reinforcement  to  our  Mission  at  Lake 
^7asia,  sail  on  Saturday  last.  Mr.  Cowan,  of  Beeslack,  who  is  convener  of  the 
Sdinburgh  committee  for  raising  funds  for  Livingstonia,  also  proceeded  to  London 
for  the  same  purpose.  Dr.  Black  and  I  met  both  Mr.  Cowan  and  an  indefatigably 
^d  fntod,  Captain  Wilson  of  the  Boyal  l^avy,  on  several  occasions ;  and  we  spent 
hoars  together  going  over  every  item  that  seemed  of  the  slightest  consequence  to 
the  suoeess  and  comfort  of  the  expedition.  Mr.  Cowan  and  I,  indeed^  accompanied 
the  party  down  the  river  as  far  as  Gravesend,  in  order  to  make  sore  that  nothing 
had  been  overlooked.  All  the  arrangements  seemed  entirely  satisfactory ;  and  our 
friends,  when  we  finally  bade  them  farewell  at  Gravesend,  were  full  of  heart  and 
hope.  They  went  forth,  I  venture  to  say^  in  a  spirit  of  simple  devotedness  and  faith, 
rejoicing  that  the  Lord  had  been  pleased  to  send  them  "  far  hence  unto  the  Gentiles." 
Mr.  Cowan  and  I  gazed  with  the  deepest  interest  on  their  steamer,  the  "  Windsor 
CasUe,"  as  she  left  us.  A  magnificent  vessel  she  looked,  as  she  proudly  bore  away, 
carrving  the  messengers  of  peace  to  far-off  Africa,  amid  a  flood  of  sunshine  that 
zeminded  me  of  Uie  cloudless  splendour  of  a  day  in  India,  and  emblematic,  I  trust,  of 
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the  light  of  Ood's  oonntenance,  which  fau  rested  hitherto  on  ererythtng  coDiieete<f 
with  the  Llvingstonia  Miaaion,  and-  which,  we  trust  and  pray,  maj  so  eontinne  io- 
lest  tliroughoat  all  time  to  oome.  The  new  band  of  miasionariea  eonaists  of  Dr. 
William  Black,  a  man  admirably  qaalifled  for  the  Important  post  to  which  he  has 
been  appointed,  and  of  three  missionary  artisans.  One  of  these  is  from  Gaithneaa, 
another  from  Cromarty,  and  the  third  from  Hamilton — so  that  we  may  say  all  parta 
of  Scotland  hare  had  a  share  in  the  movement. 

In  the  same  Tessel  proceeded  the  mission  party  sent  ont  by  the  Established 
Chorch.  We  had  much  pleasing  intercourse  with  Dr.  Hacrae  of  Hawick,  Cont ener 
of  the  Sob-Committee  appointed  in  connection  with  their  African  Mission.  I  doubt 
not  all  in  this  Honse  rejoice  to  belicTe  that  the  two  Scottish  Missions  may  render 
each  other  most  yaloable  aid  on  the  shores  of  that  distant  lake ;  and  this  is  the  fer- 
rent  hope  nf  all  the  members  of  the  two  Missions.  Yonder,  in  Central  Africa,  there 
is  no  fear  of  their  jostling  each  other ;  there  is  room  for  both,  and  need  of  both,  and 
of  a  twenty  fold  larger  number.  We  haye  often  tried  to  look  into  the  future,  aud 
speak  of  the  time  when  that  great  inland  sea  shall  be  girded  all  round  with  Chris- 
tian  settlements.  It  is  but  the  feeble  commencement  of  that  great  work  that  we 
now  behold ;  but  let  us  not  despise  the  day  of  small  things — ^let  us  rejoice  and  gire 
thanks  that  Scotland  has  sent  forth  these  two  bands  as  pioneers ;  and  let  the  ferrid 
genius  of  our  country  be  seen  in  the  energy  with  which  we  prosecute  the  noble  enter- 
prise  so  happily  begun  1 

Sir,  it  was  not  tilU  was  on  board  the  "  Windsor  Castle"  that  I  learned  from  Dr. 
Macrae  that  Dr.  Macklin,  the  medical  head  of  the  mission  of  the  Established  Church,, 
is  a  Free  Churchman,  and  the  son  of  a  respected  elder  in  one  of  our  Glasgow  eongre* 
gations.  Connect  tfais  with  the  fact,  that  Dr.  Smith,  the  medicaJ  head  of  the  expe> 
dition  which  the  Church  Missionaiy  Society  is  sending  to  Tiotoria  Kyansa,  is  aJso 
a  member  of  the  Free  Church,  and  the  son  of  one  of  onr  respected  ministers,  and 
the  notable  circumstance  comes  to  light,  that  Scotland,  and  the  Free  Church  of  Scot- 
land, are  unmistakably  taking  the  lead  in  bringing  the  potent  agency  of  medical 
missions  to  bear  on  Central  Africa.  And,  sir,  I  think,  we  may  cherish  Uie  delightful 
hope,  that  the  spirit  of  missionary  seal  is  steadily  rising  among  the  medieal  profession 
in  our  land.  For  example,  just  the  other  day,  when  the  scholarship  lately  lield  bjr 
Dr.  Black,  which  was  founded,  let  us  not  foiget,  by  the  generosity  of  Dr.  Joshua 
Paterson,  when  it  fell  vacant,  no  fewer  than  four  competitors  for  its  possession 
appeared-— each  of  them  fully  knowing  that  the  holder  of  the  scholarship  pledges 
himself  to  become  a  medical  missionary.  Sir,  of  the  high  position  which  the  sons 
of  Caledonia  hold  in  medical  science,  we  are  all  justly  proud ;  bnt  our  land  seems  on 
the  point  of  winning  for  herself  a  fresher,  fairer  wreath  tluoi  any  which  yet  adorns 
her  brow,  in  connection  with  her  medical  schools,  when  many  of  her  young  medical 
men,  educated  up  to  the  highest  requirement  of  their  noble  profession,  sliall  seek  to 
go  forth  on  a  misrion  of  mercy  to  the  nations,  bearing  in  their  hands  a  twofold 
blessing — ^healing  to  the  bodies,  and  healing  to  the  souls  of  men.  What  lias  led  to 
this  feeling  ?  The  contagion  of  a  great  example,  I  belieTC,  has  done  it — ^the  example 
of  that  prince  of  medical  missionaries,  David  Liyingstone— the  example,  yes,  and 
still  more  the  prayers  of  Livingstone.  Which  of  us  can  ever  foiget  that  most 
touching  scene  when  his  native  attendants  entered  the  hut  and  found  Mm  dead — 
dead  on  his  knees — dead  in  the  attitude  of  prayer,  his  last  sigh  having,  doubtless, 
ascended  as  a  supplication  to  heaven  that  the  Lord  would  have  mercy  upon  Africa, 
and  send  forth  the  needed  labourers.  And  now,  sir,  I  trust  there  will  be  a  holy 
rivalry  between  our  theological  and  medical  students  in  connection  with  missions 
to  the  heathen.  We  have  hitherto  assumed  that  our  theological  students  were  to 
have  the  honour  of  leading  in  the  holy  enterprise  of  evangelising  the  nations.  S<> 
be  it»  then  t  We  shall  look  for  an  outburst  of  evangelistic  seal  and  noble  consecra- 
tion among  the  divinity  students,  that  they  may  keep  ahead  of  their  brethren  who 
are  coming  forward  with  ever-growing  ardour  as  medical  missionaries. 

Sir,  I  wish  I  had  time  to  mention  one  or  two  of  the  proofs  which  we  have  had,  that 
in  connection  with  the  Lake  Nyassa  Mission,  the  heart  of  Scotland  haa  been  very 
deeply  stirred.  I  heard  from  Dr.  Black  many  striking,  and  some  affecting,  incidents, 
that  fully  demonstrate  this.  The  evidences  of  interest  in  the  Mission  were  countless. 
The  presents  which  he  received  for  the  Mission  were  also  numerous:  some  from 
persons  in  comfortable  circumstances,  but  others  from  people  who  cannot  be  well 
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off;  not  a  few  from  urvants  or  from  children.  One  story  I  reallj  most  tell.  Up 
came  a  Utile  boy — very  poor  and  ragged — who  had  heard  Dr.  Black  speak  of  Lake 
Kjassa,  and  drawing  from  his  pocket,  and  holding  np  what  he  called  "  a  glass  bool,** 
he  cried,  **  Hae,  mon^  if  this  is  o*  ony  nse  tae  ye."  Poor  little  man,  he  did  what  he 
coald ;  that "  glau  bool "  was  probably  the  most  precioas  of  his  possessions ;  bal  he 
gave  it  willingly,  and  Dr.  Black  received  it  gratefully.  Another  boy,  in  better  cir- 
ennatanees,  profiting,  I  sappose,  by  the  hint,  came  with  his  pockets  fall  of  similar 
"bools" — his  clothes  seemed  all  pockets,  and  every  pocket  was  oyerflowing.  All 
were  emptied  into  a  great  handkerchief;  and  the  earn  total  was  eighty-six  t  **  Thank 
TOO,  my  boy,"  said  Dr.  Black.  "  And  what  am  I  to  do  with  such  a  heap  of '  boots '  1 " 
The  boy's  answer  was  ready — "  Coax  the  African  boys  with  them,  and  make  them 
come  to  BchooL" 

Sir,  I  moat  conclude.    Yet,  in  a  sentenee  or  so,  let  me  still  mention  one  most 
important  drcumstanee.    I  heard  it  from  Captain  Wilson,  who  learned  it  from  Mr. 
Horace  Waller,  who  has  all  along  helped  us  in  our  work  for  Lake  Njassa.    It  was 
communicated  to  him  by  Bishop  Steere,  the  head  of  the  Englieh  UniverBities'  Mis- 
aion,  who  lately  made  a  most  perilous  journey  overland  from  Zanzibar  to  Mataka, 
a  place  nearly  opposite  the  middle  of  lAke  Nyassa.     What  Dr.  Steere  communicates 
is  this, — ^that  the  great  chief  of  that  region,  and  also  his  people,  are  in  a  state  of 
expectancy,  restless,  dissatisfied,  tired  of  their  old  superstitions,  and  ready  to  accept. 
of  any  higher  teachhig  regarding  God,  from  whatever  quarter  it  may  coihe,  ready  to 
become  Mohammedans  or  Christians,  just  as  Mohammedans  or  Christians  may  first 
ioatrnct  them.    Moderator,  what  a  solemn,  what  an  awful  responsibility  is  thus  laid 
on  the  Church  of  Christ  I    The  Mohammedans  in  Constantinople  are  speaking  of 
sending  men  to  spread  their  faith  in  Central  Africa.     What !  shall  they  outstrip  us 
in  missionary  zeal  ?    Shall  we  allow  Islam  to  pre-occupy  that  lovely  region  ;  Islam, 
with  all  its  appalling  power  of  hardening  the  human  heart,  and  so  postpone  indefi- 
nitely the  triumphs  of  the  Cross  7    Sir,  we  know  **  there  Is  a  tide  in  the  affairs  of 
men,**  and  we  must  take  it  now ;  the  golden  opportunity  now  presented,  if  allowed 
to  pass,  may  be  lost  for  ever,  or  at  least  for  generations.    We  see  among  African 
f'xplorers  of  our  day  a  large  degree  of  indomitable  energy  and  high  heroic  daring. 
While  African  explorers  manifest  such  lofty  qualities,  shall  the  missionaries  of  the 
Cross  be  wsnting  in  enthusiasm,  and  perseverance,  and  self-sacrifice  1    Sir,  it  must 
not  be.    The  heroic  element  must  not  fade  from  Christian  hearts,  or  fail  to  sustain 
our  Christian  enterprises.    On,  then,  on,  in  the  name  of  Christ,  in  the  strength  of 
Christ,  to  the  work  of  Christ ;  and  ere  long  the  last  slave-dealer  shall  have  vanished 
from  Central  Africa  1    Africa  shall  claim  to  be  free,  as  her  sisters,  Europe  and 
America,  are  free ;  and  Ethiopia — yea,  all  that  mighty  continent — shall  stretch  out 
her  hands  unto  God,  not  only  in  supplication,  but  in  fervent  thanksgiving,  when  Ho 
who  came  to  give  liberty  to  the  captive  has  freed  her  not  only  from  the  yoke  of  tho 
Arab  enslaver,  but  from  the  still  worse  fetters  ivith  which  Satan  has  bound  her  soul 
ihronghout  the  night  of  desolation  which  has  endured  for  ages.    For  "  the  morning 
eometh,"  which  no  night  shall  follow.    And  then,  even  of  Africa  it  shall  be  said — 
"  The  Lord  shall  be  unto  her  an  everlasting  light,  and  the  days  of  her  mourning 
shall  be  ended." 

Major  MALAN,  who  had  risited  the  missions  of  the  Church  in  South  Africa, 

stated  the  great  pleasure  he  had  derived  from  meeting  the  missionaries  and  seeing 

their  work.   When  he  last  visited  the  aged  Ross  at  Pirie,  he  asked  the  old  man,  who 

had  laboured  for  Christ  among  the  Kaffirs  for  more  than  fifty  years,  to  pray  before 

they  parted.     He  could  only  hear  a  few  words,  but  those  were,  "  Keep  us  watchful 

and  faithful."    He  did  not  believe  there  was  a  better  Sunday-school  in  Scotland  than 

that  at  Pirie.     Dr.  Moody  Stuart  had  spoken  of  Lovedale,  he  would  therefore  only 

express  his  sincere  affection  for  Dr.  Stuart  and  his  fellow-labourers  at  that  excellent 

iostitntion.     He  had  spoken  with  Dr.  Stuart  about  the  Lake  Nyassa  Mission,  and 

they  had  concluded  that  to  render  the  communication  more  speedy  and  perfect  a 

■team  launch  for  work  between  the  sea  and  the  falls  was  necessary.    Its  cost  would 

be  abont  £500,     He  had  no  doubt  many  present  would  give  this  sum  for  such  a 

parpoee.     Haring  spoken  of  the  other  missionaries  and  their  stations,  Major  Malau 

added  that  after  fifteen  years*  deep  and  prayerful  interest  in  foreign  missions,  and 

tvo  years'  practical  experience  in  the  field,  he  plainly  saw  that  all  the  Churches  had 

departed  from  God's  Word  and  the  pattern  given  them  in  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles^ 
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in  canyiDg  out  their  foreign  miflsionB.  If  this  Hall  were  filled  with  minigten  of  all 
the  GhnrcheSi  he  would  uik  them  *'  Where  u  the  toaUing  prayer  of  the  Church  4/ 
ArUiocht**  "Wonld  the  Holy  Ghost  who  sent  out  Panl  and  Barnabas,  the  leading 
men  of  that  Chnrch,  tell  them  to  go  to  the  colleges  for  probationers  and  inex- 
perienced young  men  to  be  the  ambajBsadors  of  Christ  to  the  heathen  t**  Howerer 
well  trained  the  men  sent  out  might  be,  if  they  had  not  years  and  ezperienee,  the 
cleyer,  wise,  and  astnte  heathen  chiefs  of  Africa  and  India  would  not  pay  mneh 
attention  to  ^em.  The  Church,  if  it  wished  to  sncceed,  mnst  send  out  experienced 
ambassadors.  There  was  a  great  deal  of  nonsense  talked  about  men  who  gave  £100 
or  £1000  to  the  Church.  It  was  shameful  the  way  in  which  the  Church  of  Christ 
worshipped  the  donors  of  these  gifts.  There  was  not  a  man  who  gare  £100  who 
could  not  gije  £1000,  nor  a  man  who  gare  Is.  but  could  afford  to  gire  lOs.  With 
the  exception  of  the  poorest  of  the  poor,  there  was  not  a  man  who  gaye  £1  but 
eould  give  £10.  Instead  of  talking  of  liberality,  he  would  say  ten  thousand  shames 
to  the  Church  of  Christ  that  it  had  not  done  more. 

Br.  VALENTINE,  medical  missionary  of  the  United  Presbyterian  Church  in 
Bajpootana,  was  the  next  speaker.  Beferring  first  to  the  remoyal  of  Dr.  Wilson, 
of  Bombay,  he  said  that  the  United  Presbyterian  Church  and  other  Churches  would 
be  glad  to  unite  with  the  Free  Church  in  a  memorial  to  Dr.  Wilson,  who  had  helped 
all  Indian  missions.  After  giving  some  interesting  details  of  the  work  of  the 
Medical  Mission  in  Bajpootana,  Dr.  Yalentine  proceeded  to  vindicate  the  cause  of 
missions  in  India  by  pointing  out  the  improvements  that  had  been  effected  through 
the  agency  of  missionaries  in  India.  The  Bible  had  been  translated  into  seventeen 
or  eighteen  different  languages,  schools  were  now  scattered  up  and  down  through 
India,  millions  of  religious  tracts  were  in  circulation,  and  at  the  end  of  last  year  it 
was  calculated  that  there  were  no  less  than  4000  native  Christians  in  India.  In 
view  of  the  past  they  had  much  reason  to  take  courage  for  the  future.  But  although 
the  car  of  Juggernaut  had  ceased  to  roll,  yet  there  were  nUllions  upon  millions  in 
India  still  who  had  not  heard  the  name  of  Christ ;  and  was  it  possible  that  they 
who  prised  the  privileges  of  the  gospel  should  hear  of  these  things  and  not  awake 
up  as  one  man  and  come  to  the  help  of  the  Lord  against  the  mighty  t 

The  Bev.  G.  MILNE  RAE,  from  Madras,  stated  that,  in  and  around  that  dty 
with  its  400,000  inhabitants,  there  were  in  connection  with  the  Free  Church 
Mission  about  twenty  schools,  with  an  attendance  of  8000  pupils.  Of  these  3000 
pupils  about  1000  were  girls;  and  the  only  remark  he  would  here  make  on  the 
subject  of  Female  Education  was  this,  that  the  measure  of  success  which  had  been 
attained  was  due  to  the  success  attained  in  the  education  of  young  men. 

It  had  long  been  the  case  that  the  central  institution  was  ss  full  as  it  conld  hold ; 
and  the  growth  of  the  college,  which  was  begun  in  1865,  was  very  remarkable.  At 
the  end  of  that  year  the  number  of  students  was  14  ;  in  1870  it  was  60 ;  in  1875 
it  wsB  153 ;  and  according  to  news  brought  by  last  mail  it  had  risen  to  480.  The 
number  of  students  had  thus  risen  very  rapidly ;  would  that  the  Church  had  sup- 
plied professors  in  anything  like  adequate  proportion  1 

The  Hindoos  are  not  to  be  compared  to  the  tribes  of  Australia  or  New  Zealand 
or  even  Africa ;  they  are,  like  the  people  of  the  great  empire  of  China,  a  highly 
civilised  people.  In  point  of  mere  intellectual  ability,  they  will  stand  a  not  un- 
favourable comparison  with  the  people  of  our  own  land.  But  while  in  mere  intel- 
lectual ability  tiiey  stand  high,  on  the  moral  side  of  their  nature  they  are  weak  and 
shallow.  There  are  many  causes  that  have  tended  to  produce  this  paralysis  of 
conscience.  The  effect  of  Pantheism,  and  of  many  social  institutions  among  them, 
has  been  to  deaden  the  idea  of  indiridual,  penonal  responsibility,  which  is  so 
necessary  to  the  growth  and  maintenanee  of  strong  character. 

The  work  of  the  institution  is  permeated  with  the  leaven  of  Christian  truth,  and 
many  of  those  who  have  been  educated  in  it  have  more  acquaintance  with  the 
religion  of  Christ  than  they  have  with  their  own;  not  a  few  of  them  have  more 
sympathy  with  it,  too. 

Mr.  SOMERYILLE  said — I  sympathise  with  the  remark  of  our  convener,  that 
a  visitor  to  India  for  one  winter  is  not  capable  of  forming  a  perfect  opinion.  What 
I  now  say  is  founded  on  my  experience  during  nearly  five  and  a  half  months*  stay 
in  that  country  in  the  winter  of  1874-75,  and  may  be  taken  in  connection  with  the 
fact  that  in  a  few  months  I  shall  have  entered  on  the  fortieth  year  of  my  ministry. 
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I  should  like  to  have  referred  to  the  noble  character  and  spirit  of  oar  mlMlonarieB,  and 
to  the  Teiy  great  kindness  which  I  receiyed  from  them  all.  I  witnessed  with  astonish- 
Bent  those  msgnifioent  institutions  connected  with  oar  missions,  where  so  many  of  the 
joath  of  India  receiye  daily  Christian  instraction  along  with  a  thorough  education — in- 
Btitutions  whieh  hare  done  so  much  to  diffuse  the  knowledge  of  the  English  language, 
and  doubtless  have  had  influence,  along  with  kindred  institutions,  in  bringing  about  the 
Gorenmient  scheme  of  edacation,  an  education,  however,  which  is  without  religion.  I 
wish  to  speakalittle  on  the  subject  of  direct  preaching  of  the  gospel  to  the  non-Cliristian 
natives,  as  the  matter  fell  under  my  own  observation.  Besides  addressing  large 
autiienees  in  Calcutta,  Bombay,  and  Madras,  I  found,  to  my  great  surprise,  that  I 
wag  able  to  obtain  numerous  assemblages  of  non-Christian  natives  throughout  India 
«ho  could  listen  to  me  with  intelligence,  though  I  spoke  to  them  in  the  English 
language.  I  had  no  fewer  than  twenty-nine  opportnnities  of  addressing  them ;  in 
Calcutta  seven  times,  and  besides,  in  Bombay  and  Madras,  in  Allahabad,  Lucknow, 
Cawnpore,  Agra,  Delhi,  Meerut,  Amballa,  Umritsur,  Lahore,  Mooltan,  Jubbulpoor, 
Poona,  and  in  Central  India,  at  Kagpore.  My  audiences  were  composed  not  merely 
of  yoang  men,  as  onr  excellent  Foreign  Mission  Report  says,  but  of  solicitors,  law- 
yen,  judges,  merchants,  and  men  of  position,  and  others.  On  these  occasions  my 
hearers  were  not  treated  to  a  literary  essay,  or  merely  learned  discourse,  but  to  the 
goBpel  of  salvation,  declared  with  all  the  simplicity  and  force  I  could  employ.  I 
found,  firom  their  remarks  made  at  the  time,  that  I  was  thoroughly  understood ; 
indeed,  they  sometimes  asked  me  to  address  them  a  second  time,  so  that  I  had  an 
appeal  made  to  me,  like  that  of  the  **  man  of  Macedonia,*'  from  these  people  them- 
selves to  "  come  over  and  help  "  them ;  and  when  I  did  so,  it  was  only  to  announce 
aneir  the  gospel  of  Christ  with  as  much  plainness  as  before.  Judging  from  my  own 
eiperience,  I  have  to  express  my  conviction  that  the  time  for  direct  and  wide 
preaching  of  the  gospel  in  India  is  not  merely  coming,  but  has  come.  Indeed,  I 
solemnly  feel  that  preaching  power  is,  by  the  grace  of  Ood,  to  be  the  great  means  to 
awaken  India.  Wliat  we  want  for  this  purpose  is  men  of  God,  men  of  burning 
enthusiasm,  pronounced  in  evangelical  doctrine,  capable  of  bringing  home  to  the 
heart  the  great  love  of  God  in  Christ;  men  well  instructed  in  the  evidences  of 
Ciiristlanity,  with  a  knowledge  of  general  literature ;  lively,  graphic,  and  pictorial  in 
stjle ;  men  of  tact  and  common-sense,  of  good  manners,  and  with  a  ringing  voice. 
Let  us  send  out  such  men  to  speak  directly  to  the  conscience  of  the  natives  of  India, 
and  I  do  not  doubt  that  they  will  get  a  response  from  the  hearts  of  the  people. 
While  advocating  the  maintenance  and  full  equipment  of  our  educational  institu- 
tioQB,  I  would  seriously  ask  wheUier,  in  harmony  with  views  which  I  have  seen  ex- 
presMd  in  their  printed  statements,  our  Foreign  Mission  Committee  might  not  now 
graft  on  our  institutions  at  Madras,  Calcutta,  Bombay,  snd  Nagpore  a  branch 
whereby  a  European  missionary  might  be  established  at  each  place,  whose  sole 
business  should  be  to  act  partly  as  pastor  and  partly  as  evangelist  in  the  locality, 
but  not  to  labour  in  the  educational  institutions  1  In  addition  to  this,  I  think  that 
the  time  has  come  for  the  appointment  of  one  or  more  travelling  evangelists,  pos- 
sessed of  the  requisite  gifts,  to  be  sent  over  the  country,  each  accompanied  by  a 
Dative  preacher,  to  spend  two  or  three  weeks  in  each  place,  making  use  of  snch 
expedients  for  seenring  attention  as  good  sense  will  dictate.  But  it  may  be  aaked. 
Where  are  we  to  get  the  meni  I  have  heard  much  lamentation  made  over  the  lack 
of  labourers  willing  to  devote  themselves  to  missions ;  but  let  it  only  be  known 
that  we  want  qualified  preachers  for  the  direct  proclamation  of  the  gospel  to  the 
natives,  and  I  believe  we  shall  find  some  of  the  finest  spirits  in  our  divinity  halls 
willing  to  accept  of  the  mission,  and  to  devote  themselves  to  the  foreign  field.  Why 
should  the  General  Assembly  not  even  invite  and  call  such  men  of  experience  from 
among  its  ministers  as  it  might  jodge  suited  to  conduct  mission  enterprise  abroad  ? 
There  may  be  those  who  do  not  go  because  they  are  not  asked.  Men  like  to  be 
Asked.  When  I  was  asked  to  go  to  India,  I  went ;  and  now,  when  I  am  asked  to  go 
to  Canada,  I  go.  I  believe  that  brethren  in  such  circumstances  would  feel  it  a  yety 
solemn  matter  to  refuse.  Let  us  cherish  large  expectations,  take  hold  of  the  pro- 
mises, and  believe  in  the  power  of  the  gospel  and  of  the  grace  of  God.  Only  280 
jcus  sfter  ChrlsVs  ascension  the  Roman  empire  declared  itself  Christian.  India's 
millions  may  speedily  be  gathered  in.  Come  out,  young  men,  to  the  mighty  field. 
Three  young  men  in  the  fiery  furnace  shook  all  the  realm  of  Babylon  !     Come  out^ 

£ 
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old  men — ^then'a  skiff  in  yon  yet.    Ona  old  naa  in  the  lions'  den  shook  all  the> 
world  t 

Mr.  KIDSTON  of  Femiegiir  (elder),  nwe  and  said— Moderator,— Hanng  been 
returned  for  a  number  of  jears  back  to  this  Assembly  by  the  Presbytery  of  South 
Africa,  I  claim  the  indolgenee  of  the  House  to  make  a  few  obserratlons  on  oor  great 
and  important  Indian  and  AMean  Mission  sehemes,  which  haye  been  already  so  well 
advocated  this  eyening. 

The  attention  of  the  Choreh  has  been  drawn  to  the  contemplation  of  these  great 
fields  of  missionaiy  labonr  in  a  remarkable  manner  on  recent  occasions. 

For  example,  the  yisit  of  His  Boyal  Hi^mess  the  Heir-Apparent  to  India  marka 
a  new  epoch  in  the  hiatory  of  that  ancient,  mysterions,  and  magnificent  coontiy. 
No  contrast  oonld  be  more  striking  thsn  the  reflections  snggested  by  the  history  of 
the  dsys  of  Gliye  and  Hastings,  and  the  many  pleasant  associations  of  which  the 
yisit  of  the  Heir-Apparent  will  be  always  reminiscent. 

The  urbanity,  the  frank  and  genial  courtesy  of  His  Royal  Highness,  has  been 
prolnptly  and  freely  aeoepted,  and  has  been  reciprocated  with  such  a  display  of 
loyalty  and  respect  on  the  part  of  the  native  Princes  towards  their  future  ruler  sa 
the  most  sanguine  well-wishers  of  both  countries  scarcely  could  have  expected,  and 
is  a  happy  omen  for  the  future. 

We  think  it  is  imperative  that  Britain  should  embrace  every  opportunity  of 
binding  her  Indian  sul^'ects  closer  to  her  by  ties  both  of  interest  and  sympathy. 

The  cordial  interchsnge  of  good-will  and  respect  to  which  the  Prince's  visit  has 
given  rise,  is  doe,  no  doubt,  to  the  gradual  introduction  of  an  enlarged  policy,  the 
exercise  of  a  milder  and  more  benignant  sway,  with  increased  faciliUes  for  obtaining 
justice,  which  haye  grown  up  and  been  established  under  the  rule  of  successive 
Governments.  Every  true-hearted  Christisn  philanthropist  in  tlus  House  will  re- 
echo the  sentiments  of  Lord  Lytton  In  the  Tlirone  Room  of  Government  House, 
Calcutta,  the  other  day,  in  his  prayer  **  that  a  power  higher  than  any  earthly 
government^  would  inspira  the  counsels  of  the  rulers  of  Indis,  the  authority  of  the 
Sovereign,  and  the  well-being  of  the  millions  committed  to  their  care." 

in  regard  to  AfHca,  we  all  know  the  labours  of  Dr.  Livingstone  in  bringing  to 
Britain  and  the  civiliaed  parts  of  the  world  a  knowledge  of  Eastern  and  Central 
Africa. 

Dr.  Livingstone  had  lived  among  the  tribes  of  Africa,  and  knowing  well  their 
wrongs  and  the  depth  of  their  miseiy,  as  well  as  their  capabilities  of  advancement 
and  elevation,  he  began  and  continued  a  great  cry  to  his  fellow-countr^inen  at  home 
for  assiAtance. 

Expeditions  in  rasponse  to  this  cry  from  the  Free  Chnreh,  and  other  Chordies, 
have  gone  to  Lake  Nyassa,  one  of  the  great  lakes  of  Eastern  and  Central  Africa, — 
a  lakci  as  those  whom  I  address  know,  of  large  extent,  bordered  by  well -watered 
and  fertile  lands,  and  by  countries  wMch  made  human  habitation  delightful,  with 
one  "foul  plague  spot^**  the  incursions  and  atrocities  of  the  Arab  slavers.  The 
present  expeditions  to  Africa  cany  with  them  a  definite  messsge,  and  with  the  view 
of  communieating  it^  they  would  doubtless  set  themselves  to  acquire  the  native 
language,  and  gather  the  natives  round  them,  and  instruct  them  in  schools,  and 
otherwise ;  all  their  arrangements  wero  to  be  used  as  instruments  of  rl^hteoosness, 
in  carrying  out  the  maxim  of  the  illustrious  Livingstone,  "  The  end  of  the  geo- 
graphical  feat  should  be  the  beginning  of  the  missionary  enterprise." 

In  regard  to  India,  the  death  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Wilton,  of  Bombay,  who  for  forty- 
six  years  had  been  one  of  our  most  devoted  missionaries  in  India,  and  also  one  of 
the  most  able  and  finished  Oriental  scholars  of  whom  Britain  could  boast,  has  left  a 
blank  which  will  not  easily  be  filled  up,  which  we  all  feel  keenly.  Dr.  Wilson  had 
a  peculiar  combination  of  moral  and  intellectual  qualities,  which  raised  him  to  a 
position  of  prominence  in  the  East,  which  neither  the  mere  missionary,  nor  the  mere 
scholar,  would  ever  haye  attained.  We  feel  his  death  to  be  a  heavy  bereavement. 
And  the  more  so  because  we  feel  most  acutely  the  want  of  additional  labourera 
in  India,  the  pressure  of  the  work  is  so  great  both  in  Southern  and  Western  India; 
and  nearly  the  same  thing  must  be  said  regarding  Bombay.  Some  are  in  oor  straits 
inclined  to  say,  "  Let  down  the  standard,  and  aend  men  with  less  scademical  and 
theological  training."    Tins,  sir,  I  think,  we  cannot  do  with  our  ordained  men ;  al- 
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ihoagii  we  hare  to  moam  oyer  the  shame  that  when  the  Lord  la  inquiring^  "  Who 
will  go  for  Mel "  that  none  aaeh  are  aaying,  **  Here  am  I ;  send  me  ! " 

Agaio,  air,  there  ia  an  urgent  need,  as  stated  by  Dr.  Duff  to-night,  for  pace  and 
Christian  Uteratnre  for  India.  There  was  a  oonference  at  Allahabad  to  consider 
what  eonld  be  done  to  supply  thia  want 

There  ia  great  need  also  of  honourable  women  not  a  few  to  Tisit  the  Zenanas.  I 
am  sure  we  all  read  with  interest  the  yisit  of  the  Prince  of  Walea  to  a  Zenana.  Kot 
only  were  the  Baboo's  family  present,  but  150  other  ladies.  The  Prince  promised 
to  relate  the  particulars  of  the  meeting  to  the  Qaeen,  his  royal  mother.  Queen  of 
Eogland,  now  Empreaa  of  India,  whenever  he  reached  England.  The  visit  waa  a 
great  success,  and  ahonld  do  something  towards  breaking  down  the  cruel  cnstom 
which  imprisons  for  life  the  Hindu  ladies,  and  treats  them  as  unfit  to  be  seen. 

The  winter  mission  to  India  of  the  Anglo-Indian  Christian  Union  had  this  last 
winter  the  yalaablo  aerrices  of  the  Bey.  A.  N.  Somerrille  of  Qlasgow,  who  had  in  his 
recent  viait  numerous  gatherings  with  his  countrymen,  as  well  as  with  native  youths 
who  are  acquainted  with  English.  Hia  visit  waa  invigorating  among  Christian 
workers  of  all  classes,  and  it  is  confidently  hoped  that  this  important  effort  will  be 
followed  up  by  other  evangelists. 

In  regard  to  preaching  to  the  heathen,  though  in  our  mission  schools  the  gospel 
is  preached  to  thousands  of  heathen  youth  in  a  way  most  likely  to  reach  their  hearts 
and  produce  permanent  results,  yet,  being  fully  alive  to  the  importance  of  using  all 
possible  means  and  appliances,  we  have  to  report  that  in  the  out-stations  missionaries 
and  other  agents  are  now  preaching  the  gospel  systematically  to  the  adult 
population. 

Sir  Bartle  Frere  says,  less  than  forty  yean  ago  there  was  not  a  thoughtful 
politician  or  atatesman  who  did  not  feel  that  the  preaching  of  the  gospel  was  attended 
with  political  danger,  of  whieh  no  man  could  measure  the  intensity,  or  possible 
results.  Now,  how  are  things  changed  1  Now,  the  people  themselves  feel  that  the 
gospel  is  the  greatest  of  all  boons  that  Britain  can  confer  upon  India.  The  Scrip- 
tures have  been  tranalated  into  almost  every  language  of  that  vast  Empire.  The 
Brahmin  caste  and  the  Hindu  prleathood  have  lost  much  of  their  former  influence. 
The  foundation  of  time-honoured  systems  of  idolatry  have  been  sapped,  and  the 
minds  of  the  people  are  awaking  from  a  long  night  of  alumber  to  an  attitude  of 
inquiry  never  known  before. 

In  regard  to  our  missions  in  Africa,  the  death  of  the  Bev.  William  Govan» 
formerly  of  Lovedale,  ahould  not  pass  unnotioed.  I  knew  him  well,  he  was  a  man 
of  sterling  piety,  and  remarkable  for  laborious  and  indefatigable  perseverance.  He 
waa  a  fellow-member  with  myself  in  a  missionary  Sabbath-school  society  in  Glasgow 
a  good  many  years  ago,  and  even  then  had  his  thoughts  turned  to  Africa  as  a  field 
of  labour.  But,  sir,  I  would  like  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  Assembly  to  a  late 
number  of  the  Kaffir  Expren,  which  contains  an  interesting  account  of  a  publle 
meeting  with  the  Pingoe%  in  the  Transkel  territory,  on  the  occasion  of  a  visit  which 
Dr.  Stewart,  after  his  return  from  Scotland,  paid  to  Captain  Blyth,  the  resident 
British  agent  in  Fingoland.  The  special  object  in  view  was  the  commencement  of 
the  branch  of  the  Lovedale  Institution,  proposed  by  the  Fingoes  of  that  territory^ 
and  towards  the  erection  of  which  they  themselves  had  contributed  £1500.  Mi^or 
Malan,  whom  we  are  delighted  to  have  with  us  to-night,  was  present  on  that  occasion. 
Dr.  Stewart  explained  that  he  had  gone  to  Scotland  to  further  the  said  Institution, 
and  how,  when  there,  he  had  been  led,  in  Gtod's  providence,  to  propose  the  "  Lake 
Kyassa  Misaion,''  and  was  unavoidably  detained  in  the  arduous  work  of  aiding  in 
its  equipment.  He  then  intimated  to  them  that  the  erection  of  the  "  Institution  " 
would  now  be  proceeded  with,  four  men  having  come  from  Scotland  to  build. 

The  head-men  requested  time  to  consult  as  to  their  reply.  Then  Hazanun* 
said :  "  We  thank  Dr.  Stewart ;  we  are  glad  to  see  him.  We  think  we  have  no 
eaose  to  be  diasaUafied  abont  the  delay  on  our  building,  as  yon  have  brought  to  ua 
£1500  more  than  we  gave.  We  are  also  very  glad  that  aince  Dr.  Stewart  went 
home,  he  has  been  able  to  send  Uie  light  of  Qod's  Word  to  other  black  people. 
7%ese  people  are,  like  ourselves,  in  darkness,  and  we  are  all  very  glad  that  the  light 
has  been  aenl  to  them.    We  are  glad  to  hear  that  our  own  work  will  go  on." 

Teltman  followed  with  theae  words :  '<  We  are  glad  to  know  that  our  work  will 
now  go  on.     Captain  Blyth  had  said  that  Dr.  Stewart  had  not  gone  away  for  good. 
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He  lias  now  come  back.    We  Bfaall  be  glad  to  belp  him  all  we  can  in  carrying  on 
this  work.    The  people  are  wishing  to  have  their  children  tanght" 

Dema,  another  head-man,  concluded  by  asying :  "  The  British  ia  a  good  goyem- 
ment.  We  are  glad  to  learn  that  the  Word  of  Qod  is  going  to  Lake  Nyaaaa.  We 
hope  that  the  Briliah  Goremmjent  will  go  there  too,  and  give  theae  poor  people  the 
bleaaings  which  we  enjoy." 

With  regard  to  Nyaaaa,  it  aeema  that  the  Shir^  Valley  ia  now  denaely  popaUied* 
The  fagitiyea  from  the  hill-country,  finding  themselyea  safe  from  the  Portngnese 
alaye-hantera,  at  the  Makololo  aettlement,  haye  built  numerous  villages  around  them 
at  Chibesa,  and  Mr.  Young  and  his  party  have  met  with  an  enthusiastic  greeting. 

The  lower  Shird  seems  thickly  inhabited  for  forty  miles ;  all  are  eager  to  be 
taoght,  and  they  love  and  reverence  the  very  name  of  England. 

The  Church  Missionary  Society  are  now  earnestly  engaged  in  considering  various 
plana  for  carrying  out  their  projected  mission  in  Central  Africa,  and  the  London 
Missionary  Society  are  establishing  a  mission  at  IJjiji. 

I  would  like  to  bring  under  the  notice  of  the  Rouse  also  that  results  of  no  small 
importance,  both  in  a  geographical  and  philanthropic  point  of  view,  have  been 
achieved  by  Lieutenant  Cameron's  journey  across  the  equatorial  region  of  Africa, 
who  baa  walked  8000  miles  right  across  Central  Africa,  a  walk  extending  over  more 
than  two  years  in  time. 

It  was  at  first  thought  that  hia  discoveries,  however  interesting,  would  not  add 
greatly  to  our  previous  knowledge  of  that  region ;  but  this  view  is  now  shown  to  be 
miataken«  Cameron  has  made  the  circuit  of  Lake  Tanganyika;  he  has  traced  the 
course  of  the  "  Congo  "  for  hundreds  of  miles,  and  has  discovered  a  new  kingdom,  in 
the  interior  of  the  continent  of  Africa,  the  influence  of  which  is  paramount  through- 
out a  vast  extent  of  oountiy.  What  ia  of  greater  moment  ia  the  information  which 
he  haa  received  on  the  subject  of  the  slave-trade,  the  chief  instigators  and  originators 
of  that  barbarous  traflic,  and  the  cruelties  with  which  it  is  conducted.  We  have  it 
now,  moreover,  demonatrated,  that  by  far  the  greater  part  of  the  African  continent, 
in  the  equatorial  districts  more  especially,  is  a  naturally  fertile  country,  capable  of 
extensive  cultivation,  and  the  whole  eaaily  accessible  by  water  commuodcation  from 
the  western  coaat  These  facta  are  cheering  in  the  estimation  of  all  who  deaixe  that 
Africa  shoald  be  reclaimed  from  the  barbaroas  condition  in  which  ao  long  it  has  been 
sunk — ^that  it  should  be  penetrated  and  imbued  with  the  civilisation  and  the  Chris- 
tianity of  the  more  enlightened  portions  of  the  world. 

It  will  not,  air,  fall  to  strike  the  thoughtful  Christian,  through  the  mass  of  testi- 
mony which  has  come  to  us,  within  these  few  years,  that  the  Lord  has  in  very  deed 
"  visited  Africa."  **  Whoso  is  wise,  and  will  observe  these  things,  even  they  shall 
understand  the  loving-kindness  of  the  Lord."  I  would  like  to  note  on  this  oe- 
caaion  that  the  publication  of  the  revised  edition  of  the  New  Testament  in  Kafllr  is 
an  event  the  importance  of  which  cannot  be  too  highly  valued  in  the  history  of  a 
Church.  It  is  equally  important  that  we  have  the  notice  of  sixty-two  pnblicationa  of 
variona  missionary  bodies  in  Efik,  which  is  the  language,  as  some  of  you  may  know, 
of  the  tribes  at  Calabar  on  the  west  coast. 

It  has  been  said,  sir,  that  Africans,  who  show  so  great  an  aptitude  in  the  ele- 
mentary stages  of  education,  become  fossilised  at  a  certain  point,  and  jure  apparentiy 
incapable  of  further  development  That  Africana  often  reach  a  maximum,  and  that 
rather  a  low  one,  ia  an  undoubted  fact.  But  that  it  ia  a  neceasaxy  fact  may  be 
disproved  by  examplea  to  the  contrary.  There  ia  no  physical  or  mental  defeet  in 
the  African  to  occasion  it.  It  is  partly  due  to  the  want  of  fikvourable  eonditiona 
and  opportunities :  still  more  it  is  owing  to  a  moral  paralysis.  Men  of  ail  races 
have  the  same  moral  constitution,  and  whenever  any  one  ceasea  to  maintain  a  good 
conacience,  and  gives  way  to  vicious  indulgences,  all  progress  comes  to  an  end ; 
and  thia  unfortunately  ia  the  rale  with  Africans. 

Our  missionaries  in  Africa  do  not  report  any  marked  apiritual  changea  during 
the  year,  but  tell  us  of  a  ateady  growth  in  Christianity  in  a  good  many, — the  ex- 
preaaed  deaire  of  many  others  to  give  their  lives  to  Christ's  service,  together  with 
the  wonderful  opening  np  of  Africa,  in  many  ways,  in  the  providence  of  God,  lead 
OS  to  expect  greater  progreas  in  the  future.  We  must  still  continue  to  believe  that 
God  has  some  purpose  of  mercy  for  the  African  race.    We  do  not  rest  thia  belief  on 
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the  ^iflofophy  of  Uitoxy,  bai  on  the  Divine  Word :  **  Ethiopia  ihali  loon  Btraieh 
Inrtli  her  handa  to  God  ! "    With  these  encouragementa, 

"  Shall  we  whose  sonls  are  lighted 
With  wisdom  from  on  high — 
Shall  we  to  men  benighted. 
The  Lamp  of  life  deny  1 

Salration  !  0  Salvation  1 

The  joyful  soand  proclaim. 
Till  each  remotest  nation 

Has  learned  Messiah's  name." 

THB  FBnrOZPLES  OF  THE  CHUBCH. 

Koiiee  was  given  on  behalf  of  Mr  Nizon,  Montrose,  that  when  the  overtures  on 
the  princlplea  of  the  Charch  came  before  the  Assembly  he  would  move  ss  follows : — 
**  Whereas  in  the  terms  of  the  formula,  and  of  the  Act  XII.,  1846,  prescribing  it, 
this  Charch  holds  and  binds  all  her  office-bearers  to  hold  '  the  general  principles 
respecting  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Church,  and  her  subjection  to  Christ  as  her  only 
Head,  which  are  contained  in  the  Claim  of  Right '  of  1842, '  and  in  the  Protest "  of 
1848,  and  also  '  the  same  scriptural  principles  as  to  the  duty  of  nations  and  their 
rulers,  in  reference  to  true  religion  and  the  Church  of  Christ,  for  which  she  has 
hitherto  contended;'  and  whereas  these  distinctive  principles  of  the  Church  are 
being  misrepresented  in  various  quarters;  and  whereas  they  are  laid  down  with 
great  eleamess  snd  force  in  a  series  of  authoritative  deliverances  at  and  subsequent 
to  the  Disruption ;  and  whereas  these  principles  are  imperishable  and  always  obli- 
pitory,  being  taken  from  the  '  Word  which  endureth  for  ever,'  this  Assembly  re- 
declare  these  principles  ss  thus  set  forth  in  the  said  deliverances.  Further,  while 
acknowledging  the  duty  of  adapting  the  form  in  which  these  principles  are  em- 
bodied, and  the  application  of  them  to  the  varying  circumstances  of  the  Church  and 
nation  from  age  to  age,  and  having  in  view  the  relations  of  this  Church  to  other 
Churches  around,  and  more  espeoiilly  considering  that  nothing  has  occurred  in  the 
condition  of  the  Established  Church  requiring  or  warranting  any  change  of  these 
relations,  the  Assembly  resolve  that  it  is  the  duty  of  this  Church  to  continue  stand- 
ing on  her  Diaruption  platform,  and  to  prosecute  her  own  work  as  a  Church  more 
zealously  than  ever,  while  in  sympathy  with  all  that  is  good  in  other  Churches,  and 
in  readiness  for  all  fellowship  and  union  with  them  in  the  truth." 

The  Assembly  adjourned  at  11*15,  to  meet  next  day  at  10*80. 


TUESDAY,  MAY  23. 

The  General  Assembly  of  the  Free  Church  met  again  to-day  at  10.30  ▲.v. — Dr 
M*Laoehlan,  Moderator. 

THS  PBIN0IFLI8  OT  THS  OHUBOH. 

Overiorea  from  the  Synods  of  Aberdeen,  Fife,  Galloway,  Merse  and  Teviotdale, 
Sotherlaad  and  Caithness,  and  Boss,  and  from  the  Presbyteries  of  Aberdeen,  A  jr, 
Dunse  and  Chimside,  Edinburgh,  Glasgow,  Jedburgh,  Kelso,  Kincardine  0*Neil, 
Kirkcaldy,  Linlithgow,  and  Stirling,  were  submitted  on  the  subject  of  the  principles 
of  the  Church.  The  first  of  them  (that  from  Synod  of  Aberdeen)  was  read ; — 
*'  Whereas  erroneous  representations  are  being  assiduously  made  in  various  quarters 
fitted  to  mislead  members  of  the  Free  Church  regarding  the  grounds  of  the  Disrup- 
tion, the  present  condition  of  the  Establishment,  and  the  differences  between  it  and 
the  Free  Chnreh,  it  is  humbly  overtnred  by  the  Free  Synod  of  Aberdeen  to  the 
ensuing  General  Assembly  to  take  such  steps  as  to  their  wisdom  may  seem  meet 
for  making  it  known  throughout  the  Church  that  the  principle  of  spiritual  inde- 
pendence is  as  important  now  ss  in  1848,  that  the  Erastianlsm  of  the  Establishment 
remains  unaltered,  and  that  the  recent  legislation  on  the  question  of  patronage, 
while  open  to  grave  objections  in  itself,  leaves  wholly  untouched  the  grounds  of  this 
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Chnrch's  protest  against  the  eonstitation  and  eontinned  Stftte  support  of  the  existing 
Establisliment" 

Dr.  BEQG  proposed  the  following  motion  with  referenee  to  the  OTertures  on  the 
principles  of  the  Chirch : — 

«  The  General  Assembly,  haying  considered  the  OTertores  now  before  the  Honae, 
think  it  right  to  declare,  and  do  hereby  declare,  the  importance  of  maintaining  and 
defending  the  scriptural  principles  of  this  Charch,  as  set  forth  erer  since  the  Be- 
formation,  and  as  specially  embodied  in  the  Westminster  Standards,  and  in  the 
aathoritative  documents  of  the  Dismption;  particularly  as  bearing  upon  the  sole 
Headship  of  Christ  in  and  over  the  Church,  and  her  duties,  rights,  and  liberties, 
including  those  both  of  office-bearers  and  people,  as  flowing  exclosively  from  this 
source ;  as  also  the  Headship  of  Christ  over  the  nations,  and  the  consequent  duties 
of  nations  and  their  mlers  as  such  to  acknowledge  this  aothority,  and  to  promote, 
in  a  lawful  way,  the  best  interests  of  true  religion  and  the  Churcli  of  Christy  The 
Assembly  regard  it  as  especially  important  at  the  present  time  tliat  this  Church*, 
including  all  *her  office-bearers  and  people,  should  hold  fast  and  hold  forth  these 
principles,  and  seek  to  secure  their  full  recognition;  that  thus  the  glory  of  Ood 
may  be  adnmoedi  and  all  the  true  Presbyterians  of  Scotland  be  ultimately  reunited 
on  a  sound  baais,  to  the  end  that  by  the  DiTine  blessing  they  may  go  forth  with 
renewed  and  combined  energy  against  the  errors  snd  ungodliness  of  the  land,  and 
the  heathenism  of  the  world." 

Before  proceeding  (Dr  Begg  said)  to  make  a  statement  in  connection  with  the 
motion,  I  beg  to  read  a  letter  which  I  hare  just  received  from  oar  venerable  friend. 
Dr.  Wood,  who  was  ander  the  necessity  of  attending  a  distant  foneral  from  which  he 
could  not  be  absent,  and  who  regrets  on  that  account  that  he  cannot  be  with  us 
to-day: — 

"  Mt  Dkab  Dr.  BiGa, — I  hare  been  called  home  to  Dumfries  this  erening  for  a 
piece  of  special  duty  to-morrow,  and  regret  exceedingly  that  I  cannot  be  present  at 
the  discussion  on  the  principles  of  the  Free  Chnrch. 

« These  principles,  it  humbly  appears  to  me,  are  mainly  two-^ntl-Sraatlanism 
and  anti-Voluntaryism.  These  two  principles  our  Disruption  documents  and  Dis- 
ruption speeches  put  prominently  forward.  As  an  anti-Erastian  and  anti-Yolnntary 
Church  we  haye  greatly  prospered.  We  have  exercised  no  small  influence  in  the 
religious  world ;  we  haye  g^ven  an  impulse  to  Christian  liberality  in  other  Churches 
as  well  as  in  our  own.  -  Our  influence  has  had  an  effect  on  the  extreme  views  of  the 
Voluntaries;  and  there  are  not  wanting  tokens  that  we  haye  let  in  some  light  into 
Erastian  Churches. 

"  In  these  circumstances,  it  seems  to  me  to  be  our  duty  and  our  policy  to  go  on 
as  we  have  been  doing — holding  fast  and  holding  forth,  quietly  and  firmly,  our  two 
great  principles — ^yielding  nothing  of  these  principles,  whilst  ready  to  cooperate  with 
all  who  love  the  Lord  Jesus  in  eveTy'  good  work.  The  legislation  that  has  taken 
place  does  not  in  the  least  touch  the  Eraatianism  which  compelled  our  aeparation 
from  the  Establishment^  though  some  feeble  Free  Churchmen  seem  to  think  thst 
it  does.  But  let  us  not  be  frightened  by  two  or  three  sueh  leaying  us.  If  we 
steadily  maintain  our  principles,  and  with  peaceful  energy  labour  in  the  work 
that  the  Master  lays  so  abundantly  to  our  hand,  we  shall  do  more  to  influence 
other  denominations  for  good  than  we  shall  oyer  be  able  to  do  by  any  controversy 
with  them  in  which  we  may  engage.  By  ateady  adherence  to  prineiple  and  friendly 
eo-operation,  I  believe  we  shall  best  promote  union  in  the  truth. 

'*  That  the  Master  may  direct  you  all  tomorrow  is  the  earnest  prayer  of  yours, 
yery  sincerely,  (Signed)  ''Jamb  Juuim  Wooo." 

Mr.  CHARLES  COWAK,  interruptiog^Before  Dr.  Begg  proceeds,  I  want  to 
know  what  the  meaning  of  the  word  **  Voluntary  "  is.     (Cries  of  "  Order.*^ 

Dr.  BEGG — If  yon  will  have  a  little  patience,  I  think  I  can  glye  yon  that  in. 
formation.  I  am  quite  astonished  that  an  elder  of  this  Church  should  be  ignorant 
on  such  a  subject.  Moderator — Of  course,  brethren  are  aware  that  there  are  yery 
few  miniaters  of  our  Church  who  have,  for  so  long  a  period,  been  permitted  by 
God  to  take  any  part  in  its  deliberations,  as  the  person  who  now  addresses  yon, 
and  in  addressing  this  House  at  present,  I  am  eziremely  anxious,  without  giying 
any  offence,  to  state  with  the  utmost  frankness  what  my  deliberate  opinions  are  at 
the  prasent  moment  in  regard  to  the  position  and  duty  of  our  Church.    It  is  admitted 
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tm  all  handSy  by  those  wbo  have  Btodied  our  histoiy,  that  onr  eonaiitntioa 
profeMes  to  be  that  of  the  Charch  of  Scotland,  dating  back  as  far  aa  the  time  of 
£noi:  Wo  did  not  profeaa  to  establish  a  neir  Choreh  in  1848.  We  professed 
simply  to  maintain  the  principles  of  the  Charch  of  Scotland  from  the  oommencemeaty 
and  to  be  the  Choreh  of  Scotland  free  and  protesting.  It  is  of  much  importance,  in 
my  opinion,  to  keep  in  Tiew  this  general  truth,  beotuse  it  may  help  to  prevent  us 
from  shifting  away  either  on  the  right  hand  or  on  the  left  from  our  original  position. 
As  Dr.  Wood  has  just  said  in  that  letter,  our  principles  as  a  Church  are  two — our 
distinctive  principles.  These  are  the  Headship  of  Christ  over  the  Choreh — ^ntfmely, 
that  He  is  sole  and  exclusive  author  of  that  Church,  and  solely  and  exelusi?ely 
entitled  to  mle  therein,  and  that  the  Church  is  not  entitled  to  take  instmc lions 
from  any  other  quarter  than  from  her  sole  Lord  and  Master.  That  la  one  of  our 
principles.  The  other  principle  is  that  the  same  Lord  is  Head  over  all  things  to 
the  Church,  in  particular  Head  over  nations,  and  that  there  is  a  consequent  reapon- 
sibility  resting  upon  nations  to  acknowledge  that  authority,  and  to  nse  their  influ- 
ence for  the  i^vancement  of  true  religion  and  of  the  Church  of  ChrisL  Now,  in 
regard  to  the  first  of  these  principles,  I  think  we  sometimes  in  the  present  day  hear 
a  representation  of  it  that  does  not  convey  the  exact  meaning  which  we  were  in  the 
habit  of  attaching  to  the  Headship  of  Clirist  over  the  Church  in  former  times — 
the  exaet  meaning  which  I  think  the  Headship  of  Christ  as  revealed  in  the  Word  of 
Qod  signifies.  We  speak  of  the  Headship  of  Christ  over  the  Church  simply  as 
involving  spiritual  independence.  Kowi  of  course,  the  Church  is  spiritually  inde- 
pendent in  the  question  of  spiritual  duty  to  any  earthly  authority,  the  Church  of 
Christ  is  directly  dependent  upon  her  great  Head;  but  the  same  right  of  spiritual 
independence  includes  also  the  duty  of  listening  to  the  authority  of  Christ  in  the 
management  of  the  Church,  and  In  everything  conoeming  the  Church.  I  sometimes 
in  the  present  day  observe  that  men  who  speak  of  the  independence  of  the  Church 
and  the  Headship  of  Christ  over  it — ^in  regard  to  its  government,  for  example,  do 
not  regaird  that  Headship  in  the  same  light  in  regard  to  doctrine,  or  in  regard  to 
worship,  or  in  regard  to  many  things  that  concern  the  proper  maintenance  and 
regulation  of  the  Chnreh  of  Jesus.  Kow,  in  former  days,  as  in  Scripture  the  Head* 
ship  of  Christ  over  the  Church  was  understood  to  include  all  these  applications. 
The  Headship  of  Christ  over  the  Church  has  a  very  extensive  meaning  in  Scripture ; 
in  Uci,  it  is  jnst  what  Christ  Himself  said  when  He  gave  His  apostles  commission, 
the  only  commission  we  have  still  as  ministers  of  Christ,  *'  teaching  them  to  observe 
all  things  whatsoever  I  have  commanded  you,  and  lo  1  am  with  you  alway,  even  to  the 
end  of  the  world."  This  I  take  to  be  the  proper  understanding  of  the  definition  of 
the  Headship  of  Christ  over  the  Church,  and  if  any  of  you  will  turn  to  a  book  which 
I  regret  to  see  is  getting  out  of  print,  but  which  was  highly  esteemed  in  former 
times,  and  received  the  express  approbation  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Free 
Choreh  in  1847 — I  mean  the  Free  Church  Catechism,  originally  prepared  by  the 
lamented  Mr.  Andrew  Qrsy — you  will  find  in  that  the  Headship  of  Christ  branched 
oat  to  the  heads  of  existence,  ordinances,  knowledge,  influence,  authority,  and  all 
these  proved  by  Scripture  texts.  That  was  the  idea  of  the  Headship  of  Christ  over 
the  ChuToh  as  understood  at  the  commencement  of  our  separate  existence,  and  it 
differs  considerably  from  the  vague  idea  of  spiritual  independence  sometimes  main- 
tained at  prcaent.  When  we  turn  to  the  other  doctrine  of  the  Headship  of  Christ 
over  the  nations,  there  are  various  important  things  to  be  considered,  and  which  1 
do  not  wonder  our  younger  ministers  are  not  perhaps  so  apt  to  regard  aa  of  such 
ritsl  importance  as  some  of  us  may  do.  Why,  what  is  the  history  of  the  struggle 
in  which  the  Free  Church  originated  1  It  began  with  a  struggle  in  behalf  of  the 
Headship  of  Christ  over  the  nations ;  it  began  with  opposition  to  Yoluntaryiam. 
For  the  sake  of  our  venerable  friend  (Mr.  Cowan)  on  the  ether  side,  1  shall  tell  you 
what  was  universally  understood  in  those  days  by  Yolnntarjism,  and  what  is  still 
its  true  peculiarity,  for  at  the  very  commencement  of  my  ministry  1  was  drawn  into 
thst  struggle.  Tol  notary  ism  is  a  negation,  and  nothing  more  than  a  negation — a 
deuial  of  the  duty  of  rulers  and  nations  aa  such  in  their  corporate  capacity,  to  ac- 
knowledge and  maintain  the  cause  of  Christ  That  is  Voluntaryism.  It  is  totally 
dilTereat  from  that  with  which  it  is  sometimes  confounded — voluntary  benevolence. 
We  are  all  in  favour  of  voluntary  benevolence.  The  more  the  better;  but  we 
were  then,  as  now,  in  the  habit  of  maintaining  that  nations  could  be  volun- 
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tarilj  benoTolent  as  well  aa  IndiTidiula     We  were  in  the  habit  of  maintaininif 
not  only  that  nalioni  eonld  do  this,  but  that  they  were  bound  to  do  it.    "  Tho 
nation  and  kingdom  that  wiil  not  aeire  thee— that  ia  the  Chareh — shaU  peri«h; 
those  nations  shall  be  utterly  wasted."    We  had  a  special  struggle  on  the  subjeot 
before  the  Disruption.    When  we  looked  baek  over  that  struggle  in  1843  and  sub- 
sequently, we  regarded  the  cireumstanoo  as  proTidential  tliat  this  Church  waa 
first  brought  through  a  tndning  in  regard   to   the  duty  of  nations   to   honour 
and  maintain  the  cause  of  Christ.     And  then  it  was  brought  through  another 
struggle,  which  taught  it  emphatically  Ute  co-ordinate  truth,  via.,  the  paramount 
and  ezclusire  authority  of  Christ  as  Head  of  the  Church.    There  are  two  things  to> 
notice  in  connection  with  this  moreorer.    ^¥hen  we  speak  of  the  separate  matter  of 
the  spiritual  independence  of  the  Church  as  the  distiuctiFe  principle  of  oor  Church* 
it  is  not  true.    It  is  not  a  distinctive  prindple  of  oor  Church  in  the  sense  in  which 
that  statement  is  made.    There  is  not  a  Dissenting  Church  in  the  world  that  desenrea 
the  name  of  an  erangelieal  Church  that  does  not  hold  the  Headship  of  Christ  over 
the  Chorclu     What  is  distinctive  in  regard  to  our  Church  is  that  we  hold  the  two- 
fold truth — ^the  Headship  of  Christ  over  the  Church  and  over  all  things  to  the 
Church.    We  could  have  had  all  the  liberty  for  which  some  now  contend  without  a 
straggle  at  all,  and,  in  point  of  fact,  there  ought  to  hare  been  no  ten  years'  conflict^ 
if  we  had  been  prepared  to  acquiesce  in  the  mere  fact  that  we  might  maintain  the 
Headship  of  Christ  over  the  Church,  denying,  at  the  same  time,  the  propriety  of  any 
relation  to  the  State ;  but  we  maintsdned  the  twofold  truth,  and  in  the  maintenance  of 
the  twofold  truth  our  distinctive  peculiaritiea  come  out.     We  desire  to  be  free  to  serve 
Christ  according  to  His  Word,  but  we  desire  at  the  same  time  to  have  the  countenance 
and  support  of  the  State,  because  the  State  is  bound  to  serve  the  same  great  Maater. 
We  maintaiu  that  we  were  entitled  to  it  by  all  the  deeds  which  our  ancestors  had  wrung 
out,  at  such  a  price  of  labour  and  sacrifice,  but  beyond  that  we  maintain  on  grounds 
of  Scripture  that  the  State  should  support  and  countenance  the  Church  without 
tyrannising  over  it.    We  hold  that  the  Church  was  entitled  on  the  one  hand  to 
acknowledge  her  Divine  King  and  Head  alone,  and  on  the  other  hand  that  all  men 
and  all  rulers  are  equally  bound  to  maintain  and  promote  the  cause  of  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ ;  and  it  is  in  that  combination,  and  only  in  that  combination,  that  onr 
distinctive  position  as  a  Church  is  found.    I  defy  any  man  to  give  a  decent  explana- 
tion of  our  peculiar  position  and  history,  except  in  connection  with  that  explana- 
tion.   It  is  in  this  that  our  distinctive  peculiarity  as  a  Free  Church  consists.     Now, 
when  we  look  back  over  that  second  struggle  out  of  which  at  length  the  Disruption 
emerged,  it  is  important  to  study  even  in  that  the  origin  of  that  Disruption.    When 
we  obtained  a  majority  in  that  old  Assembly  in  1884,  we  were  determined  that  on 
no  account  should  we  be  guilty  of  intrudiog  ministers  upon  reclaiming  congrega- 
tions, and  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  if  the  whole  course  had  to  be  gone  over 
again  that  would  be  the  conaiatent  couAe  of  duty.    When  people  speak  now  of 
repealing  the  Teto  and  similar  things,  when  people  speak  of  Queen  Anne's  Act  as 
the  law  of  the  land  to  which  we  should  have  given  respect,  I  say  that  Queen  Anne's 
Act  never  deserved  any  respect  from  the  people  of  Scotland.    It  was  illegal,  and  » 
violation  of  the  Treaty  of  Union  from  the  first.    In  particular,  the  Church  was  never 
entitled  by  her  own  constitution  and  the  law  of  Christ,  to  intrude  a  minister  upon  a 
reclaiming  congregation.  There  were  men,  and  I  was  one  of  them,  who,  at  a  very  early 
period  of  the  struggle,  maintained  that  we  should  strike,  not  only  at  the  abuses  of 
Church  power,  but  that  we  should  strike  at  the  Act  of  Queen  Anne.    We  were  reckoned 
young  and  inexperienced  men,  and  I  am  certain  now  that  there  was  a  political  influ- 
ence at  work  of  a  very  mischievous  kind.    We  were  overruled,  and  the  Church  i|a 
passing  the  Yeto,  instead  of  proceeding  to  prosecute  her  opposition  to  Qaeen  Anne'a 
Act,  allowed  that  opposition  to  die  out,  and  our  leading  men  only  discovered  before 
the  crash  of  the  Diaruptipn  the  necessity  of  petitioning  Parliament  to  abolish  that 
Act  itself,  as  the  true  origin  of  all  our  difficultiea  in  connection  with  the  settlemenc 
of  ministers.    When  we  look  at  the  subsequent  history,  we  see  many  things  that 
are  peculiarly  inatructive.    When  we  were  called  by  a  solemn  sense  of  duty  to 
abandon   our   manses    and    our   temporal   advantages    in    connection    with   the 
Established  Church,  not  knowing  what  the  result  might  be,  we  sopposed  that  a 
great  mischief  would  result  to  Scotland.      Well,  I  believe  myself  that,  looking 
back  over  the   history  now,  that  immense  good  haa  resulted  to  Scotland  frook 
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that  event,  however  at  that  time   iMkinfal  to  ne.     What  the  ultimate  reaolt  may 
be  of  eonrao  we  cannot  poeaibly  tell,  bat  those  of  aa  who   had   anticipatioDs  of 
eTil  had  those  anticipations  very  decidedly  negatived  by   the  wonderful  arrange- 
ments of  ProTidenoe  ;  and  therefore  I  believe  that  it  was  in  kindness  to  Scotland 
that  the  IHsmption  was  allowed   to  occur.      Dr.  Begg  proceeded    to  sketch  tho 
state  of  Scotland  at  that  time,  in  which   he  showed  that  the  people  in  »omo 
districts  were  even  afraid  to  come  out  to  hear  explanations  of  the  principles  of 
himself  and  Dr.  Guthrie.    Proceeding,  he  said  he  came  from  a  part  of  the  land  in 
which  evangelical  preaehing  was  general,  and  In  which  the  power  of  the  Established 
Church  for  good  was  manifest;  but  (said  he)  I  was  ordained  in  a  part  of  the  country* 
which  had  been  blighted  by  a  long  reign  of  Moderatism,  and  where  the  blind  were- 
leading  the  blind — ^many  of  the  ministers  themselves  ignorant  of  divine  truth,  and 
some  of  them  otherwise  not  oondoeting  themselves  in  accordance  with  the  Word  of 
Ood.    While  in  a  district  in  Aberdeenshire  addressing  the  people,  who  drank  in 
everything  said  with  the  greatest  avidity,  we  waited  to  get  some  private  information. 
I  asked  a  man  what  kind  of  a  minister  he  had  here,  "  Oh,"  said  the  man,  "  he  is  a 
prime  judge  of  nowt."      I  asked  another  man  what  kind  of  a  minister  he  had, 
and  he  replied,  "  We  may  have  a  mahogany  kirk ;  I  am  sure  we  hae  but  a  timber 
miniater."    I  say  the  Disruption  did  very  much  for  Scotland  what  the  Canadian 
transition  from  i^ter  to  summer  does  for  that  country.    It  broke  up,  by  the  wonder- 
ful arrangements  of  Qod's  providence,  that  great  frost-work  extending,  to  some  ex- 
tent, from  Galloway  to  John  O'Groat'a  House,  although  here  and  there  were  portions 
which  were  undoubtedly  as  the  garden  of  the  Lord.  But  by  the  wonderful  arrangement 
of  the  Disruption — ^upon  which  we  must  now  look  back  with  admiration— 1  have  no 
doubt  multitudes  have  heard  the  gospel  preached  in  connection  with  the  Free 
Chnieh,  who,  humanly  speaking,  would  never  have  heard  it  at  all.    In  looking  at  the 
changes  which  have  more  recently  taken  place,  I  confess  that  I  differ  to  some  extent 
from  some  of  my  respected  friends  on  the  subject.     I  do  not  think  that  our  difficul- 
ties have  been  removed.     Understand  that — I  am  not  a  bit  more  prepared  to  go  back 
to  the  Established  Church  than  ever  I  was,  and  I  have  no  personal  wish  to  be  agahi 
in  the  Bstablished  Church,    I  was  bom  in  a  manse,  and  hold  strongly  the  Establish* 
ment  principle,  but  I   have  most  rigidly  maintained  the  principles  of  the  Free 
Church.     But  yet  at  the  same  time  I  cannot  say  conscientiously  what  some  seem 
disposed  to  say  that  the  recent  abolition  of  the  Act  of  Queen  Anne  has  not  made  any 
substantial  diffsrenee  in  the  position  of  matters  in  reference  to  the  Established  Church* 
On  the  contrary,  I  have  an  impression  that  if  the  Established  Church  itself  had  ac- 
cepted that  boon  in  a  right  spirit  and  were  prepared  to  follow  it  up  in  a  right  spirit,  and 
to  get  such  other  changes  as  I  believe  the  Government  might  be  disposed  to  give,  it 
would  have  made,  and  it  might  still  make,  a  very  different  state  of  things.    Tho 
reason  why  I  say  so  is  this — that  the  real  difficulty  in  the  way  of  our  securing  our  spiri- 
tual independence  at  the  time  of  the  Disruption  was  no  doubt  mainly  owing  to  tho 
existenee  of  the  Act  of  Queen  Anne.    In  t^e  circular  calHng  the  Convocation  that  Act 
was  expressly  pointed  to  as  the  leading  ground  of  difference.    In  the  resolutions  of 
the  Convocation  they  said  that   the  claims  to  jurisdiction  in   spiritual   matters 
on    the    part    of  the    civil    courts    were   based    chiefly,  if  not   wholly,  on    the 
Act  of  Queen    Anne    restoring    patronage,    and    they  said    the    courts   of   the 
Church    and  members    thereof  were    liable  to   be    coerced  by  the  civil   courts 
in  the    exercise    of    their  spiritual    functions,  and  in  particular  in   the    admis- 
sion to  the  office  of  the  holy  ministry  and  the  constitution  of  the    pastoral 
relaUon,  and  that  they  were  snbjeet  to  be  compelled  to  intrude  on  reclaimhig  con- 
gregations, entirely  in  consequence  of  that  statute.    In  calling  the  Convocation  to- 
gethcTy  they  repeated  substantially  the  same  statement,  that  they  might  present  to 
Parliament  the  alternative  of  modifying — for  even  then  they  were  not  prepared 
unanimously  to  speak  of  the  abolition  of  the  Act  of  Queen  Anne — that  the  Act 
most  be  modified^-otherwise  it  would  be  impossible  for  them  to  remain  in  tho 
Established  Church.     Now  the  Act  of  Queen  Anne  has  been  swept  away,  and  all  the 
obligations  and  decisions  resting  upon  iU    I  know  that  some  people  say  that  this 
has  made  no  ehange  at  all.    I  cannot  sympathise  with  that  extreme  view  certainly. 
I  bear  moreover  some  people  say  that  that  Act,  in  the  very  composition  of  it,  waa 
EnstisD,  becansa  the  State  professed  to  give  the  Church  power,  whilst,  in  point  of 
bet,  the  State  merely  reversed  one  of  its  own  laws  and  restored  to  the  Church  the 
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power  which  It  posBeased  from  Chrigt,  and  which  was  ■eeuod  in  connection  with  the 
jBl«7olation  Settlementw  It  is  true  that  there  are  other  and  rery  materiai  difier- 
eneee  Btill.  I  know  that  assumptionB  were  made  tliat  were  of  coorse  intolerahle  by 
the  inferior  coorls ;  bat  what  we  luve  to  do  with  mabiiy,  in  my  opinion,  in  jadging 
of  BQch  a  qacBtion  is  to  consider  what  the  ultimate  judgment  was.  The  ultimate 
Judgment  did  not  affirm  those  assumptions.  The  ultimate  judgment  was  simply  that 
the  Presbytery  of  Anchterarder,  in  refusing  to  receire  and  admit  Mr.  Toung,  was 
acting  contrary  to  the  provisions  of  certain  statutes,  and  in  particular  the  Act  of 
<2ueen  Anne.  That  was  the  Judgment  of  the  House  of  Ijords.  Of  course,  it 
was  followed  by  the  second  judgment,  inconsistent  with  the  liberties  of  this 
Church  ss  establlBhed  at  the  BcTolution,  Tiz.,  to  the  effect  that  the  Presbyteries 
might  be  subjected  to  pains,  penalties,  and  fines,  if  they  did  not  admit  in 
the  terms  in  which  the  ciyil  court  expected  them  to  admit  the  presentee  to 
Anchterarder.  But  all  this  may  be  held  to  fall  with  the  Act  of  Queen  Anne.  The 
Stewarton  case,  however,  made  a  reiy  decided  difference  in  my  judgment,  that  is 
to  say,  the  Stewarton  case  denied  in  its  result  the  right  of  the  Church  to  make 
Presbyterian  ministers — ^in  our  only  acceptation  of  the  word— that  is,  men  with 
power  to  rule  as  well  as  to  teach  in  the  Church.  That  was  not  appealed  to  the 
House  of  Lords,  but  very  probably  it  would  have  been  affirmed  likewise  -had  it  been 
appeaJed.  There  are  no  doubt  therefore  vital  differences  still,  and  these  differences 
have  been  greatly  angmented  by  the  internal  state  of  the  Established  Chureli,  bat 
the  differences  are  not  exactly  of  the  kind  I  think  that  are  so  strongly  dwelt  upon  by 
some.  I  do  not,  for  example,  see  anything  that  can  justly  be  called  a  new  principle 
«f  law  involved  in  any  decision,  farther  than  thisi  that  the  Act  of  Queen  Anne 
itself  was  understood  by  our  ancestors  to  be  inconsistent  with  the  principles  of 
PresbyterianiBm,  and  they  remonstrated  against  it  for  a  period  of  eighty  years,  as 
contrary  to  the  Treaty  of  Union,  and  inconsistent,  as  they  maintained,  and  as  we  at 
length  found,  with  the  liberty  of  the  Cliurch.  Bat  If  we  could  see  that  by  any 
existing  arrangement,  or  by  any  subsequent  arrangement,  the  Church  was  fully 
reponed  on  the  footing  of  the  Revolution  Settlement — and  if  the  Church  were  fully 
reformed  we  might  yet  see  brighter  days  in  Scotland.  I  think  that  there  is  some- 
thing in  the  Revolution  Settlement  more  than  many  seem  to  imagine.  It  did  what 
I  suppose  was  never  done  before  or  since  in  a  land.  Certainly  it  was  something 
that  was  never  accomplished  in  England.  It  repealed  the  royal  supremacy  in 
matters  ecclesiastical,  and  that  is  not  sufficiently  adverted  to.  The  law  of  Scotland 
under  the  Revolution  Settlement  rescinds  the  very  theory  of  royal  supremacy  in 
matters  ecclesiastical  that  is  maintained  in  England,  and  further  admits  the  prin- 
ciple of  spiritual  liberty,  by  making  the  Confession  of  Faith  an  Act  of  Parliament^ 
Tia.,  that  there  is  no  other  Head  of  the  Church  but  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  thai 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  as  King  and  Head  of  the  Church,  has  therein  appointed  a 
government  in  the  baud  of  Church  officers,  distinct  from  the  civil  magistrate.  That 
is  the  constitution  of  Scotland,  it  was  infringed  upon,  as  onr  ancestors  though^  by 
the  illegal  introduction  of  Queen  Anne's  Act,  and  if  the  Established  Church  were 
only  set  avowedly  and  fully  back  upon  the  Revolution  Settlement,  with  perfect 
liberty,  and  if  the  Church  would  maintain  a  consistent  Presbyterianism,  I  do  not 
see  an  impossibility  in  the  way  of  ultimately  combining  the  Presbyterians  of  Scotland. 
But  then  I  have  not  seen,  I  regret  to  say,  in  the  Established  Church,  a  disposition 
to  accept  of  the  abolition  of  the  Act  of  Queen  Anne  in  connection  with  such  a 
declaration  on  their  part ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  when  I  ventured  to  suggest 
that  there  might  be  a  Royal  Commission  to  inquire  into  the  whole  question,  and 
to  see  whether  the  difficulties  coald  be  removed  whieh  had  made  division  originally 
amongst  the  Presbyterians  of  Scotland,  there  was  no  response,  at  least  no  ade- 
quate response,  to  the  proposal;  and  therefore  it  seems  to  me  that  practically, 
notwithstanding  that  something  of  a  very  effective  kind  has  been  done,  enough  has 
not  been  done  to  meet  the  case  which  caused  the  Disruption.  Then,  on  the  other 
hand,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  there  are  iudieations  within  the  Established 
Church  itself  which  are  not  of  a  very  satisfactory  kind.  I  do  not  mean  to  condemn 
wholesale  the  men  that  are  in  the  Established  Church.  Very  much  the  reverse, 
for  I  know  there  are  many  most  excellent  men  amongst  them,  and  many  have 
been  lately  removed  by  the  hand  of  God  who  would  have  been  an  honour  to  any 
Church.    On  the  other  liand,  there  are  men  in  that  Church,  I  fear,  who  are  dis- 
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|H)ted  to  ebAnge  ita  whole  oonsiitutioD.    I  hare  seen  indieationB  recently  that  a 
amall  party,  which  may  ultimately  become  a  great  party,  are  disposed  not  only  to 
go  in  the  cUreetion  of  Ritualism,  but  to  adopt  the  whole  theory  of  the  Prelatical 
Chuch,  and  the  Preabyterians  of  this  country  have  great  eanse  to  dread  an  increase 
af  that  party,  and  to  keep  a  sharp  look-ont   lest  we  be  dragged  into  the  old 
stmggle,  out  of  which  onr  aaeestors  escaped  with  so  much  sacrifice  and  suffering. 
In  Uie  meantime,  my  general  view  is  that  we  should  adhere  to  onr  own  principles, 
be  ready  to  do  all  the  good  we  ean,  and  to  cooperate  with  all  men  on  every  side  in 
the  maintenance  of  ererything  honest,  lovely,  and  of  good  report.    But  I  do  not 
wish  onr  diatinctlre  principles  to  be  levelled  against  one  party  more  than  another. 
My  feeling  ia  that  we  are  neither  to  go  to  what  Davie  Deans  called  the  "richt 
hMmd  eztremea  nor  the  left  haund  defections;"  but  that  we  shoold  stand  upon 
oar  own  principles  and  maintain  onr  own  ground,  and  I  think  in  so  doing  we 
may  x>osaibly,  by  the  blessing  of  God,  attain  a  good  and  satisfactory  result  in  the 
loDgnm.      I  do  not   anticipate  now  that  there  will  be  suddenly  any  very  great 
change,  and  in  fact,  so  far  as  the  Free  Church  is  concerned,  we  have  nothing  to 
deaire.    It  would  be  on  public  and  patriotic  grounds,  and  1  must  say  for  myself 
that  it  ia  solely  on  public  and  patriotic  grounds  that  I  would  ever  think  of  any 
'Change.     I  have  the  utmost  satisfaction  in  my  present  position.     No  man  labouis 
.ajnongat  a  kinder  or  more  eonsiderate  people  than  I  do.     I  have  never  had  cause 
to  regret  the  Dismption  for  a  single  moment  on  personal  grounds,  althoagh  I 
made  what  at  the  time  was  a  eonsiderable  sacrifice.     But  at  the  same  time  I  look 
to  the  interesta  of  the  country,  and  while  I  should  deprecate  anything  like  the 
slighteat    bending    of    the   neck    of    the    Church    to    an    Eraetian    yoke,    [ 
should  jnst  aa  mueh  dislike  on  the  other   hand   the  Church  falling   away  in 
the  direction  of  a  denial  of  the  duty  of  nations  to  honoor  and  acknowledge  the  Lord 
<Jeeo8  Christ,  and  to  promote  His  cause.     In  the  meantime  we  can  co-operate  with 
men  on  all  sides.     You  have  heard  from  time  to  time  in  this  Assembly  how  you  are 
co-operating  to  some  extent  already  with  the  Established  Church.     You  are  co-ope- 
cating  with  the  Established  Church  in  that  grand  African  miHsion  in  which  we  all 
feel  so  deep  an  intereat.    Yonr  brethren  and  theirs  meet  together  in  the  colonies. 
I  have  Been  them  united  together  in  Australia  and  in  New  Zealand.     They  have 
snooeeded  in  effecting  a  union  in  Canada  and  the  Lower  Provinces,  and  in  both 
theae  eaaea  the  union  hsa  inferred  no  compromise  so  far  as  I  could  see  of  the  dis- 
tinctive principles  of  our  Church.    Whether  it  be  in  the  air  of  the  colonies  I  cannot 
tell,  but  I  saw  men  in  the  colonies  preaching  in  churches  and  dwelling  in  houses  on 
Government  property,  and  receiving  with  the  utmost  satisfaction  a  Qovernment 
JUffium  Donum,  with  whom  I  had  debated  at  great  length  in  this  country,  and  who 
at  that  time  regpuded  such  a  state  of  things  as  incredible  and  intolerable.    There 
waa  a  vast  change  in  these  men,  and  a  similar  change  may  take  place  here.     I  was 
glad  sJao  to  find  that,  whilst  we  have  not  a  single  minister  in  Cejlon,  there  is  a 
wliole  Presbytery  of  the  Established  Church  in  that  splendid  island.     1  was  happy 
to  discover  that,  though  we  have  no  ministers  in  Egypt,  the  Established  Church  had 
Bkinisters  in  that  interesting  land ;  and  I  believe  that  just  as  our  honoured  friend 
Br.  Bachanan  preached  half-day  aboot  with  a  minister  of  the  Established  Church 
at  Borne,  it  is  quite  possible  to  have  co-operation,  and  to  conceive  a  state  of  things, 
although  it  be  not  the  present  state  of  things,  in  which  the  Presbyterians  of  thia 
country,  which  is  the  mother  from  which  most  Presbyterians  have  flowed  to  the 
ends  of  the  earth,  in  which  the  Church  might  here  also  be  ultimately  united.    We 
may  not  live  to  see  it,  but  I  for  one  will  do  nothing  in  the  least  degree  to  hinder  it, 
ihongh  I  shall  stand  to  the  death  with  any  man  in  favour  of  the  principles  of  the 
free  Church.     Any  one  who  thinks  of  how  much  requires  to  be  done  in  this  country 
mast  be  ready  to  sympathise,  I  think,  with  these  views.    Look  at  our  swarming 
thousands  of  neglected  heathens,  both  in  our  cities  and  onr  mining  districts.    We 
have  been  enabled  by  the  Divine  blessing  to  do  much  to  overtake  that  state  of 
things;  but  I  believe  the  territorial  system  is  the  only  one  in  connection  with  which 
you  can  have  the  meesage  of  the  gospel  brought  home  to  every  man's  house.    If  we 
eoald  look  forward  to  such  a  result  aa  a  nnion  of  Scottish  Presbyterians  on  a  sound 
lissisi,  i  believe  we  would  secure  the  only  arrangement  that  shall  fully  accomplish 
tlie  result,  and  that  by  the  same  nnion  a  mighty  impulse  might  be  given  to  the 
euse  of  DniveiBal  misaionai    In  the  meantime  it  is  the  sum  and  substance  of  my 
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motion  that  yon  should  stand  by  your  own  principleB,  and  atand  by  them  in  oppo- 
sition  to  those  that  would  lead  you  into  Erastianiam  on  the  one  liand,  and  also  into 
the  theory  of  a  national  denial  of  our  duty  to  Ood  and  to  HU  Ghriat — the  state  of 
things  under  which  the  Americana  are  at  present  struggling,  and  which  haa  tended 
to  bring  down  that  whole  commonwealth  to  circumstances  of  great  danger  and 
difficulty.  If  we  stand  against  Yoluntaiiyism  on  the  one  hand,  and  stand  for  the  liberty 
of  our  Church,  and  our  sole  responsibility  to  Christ  as  her  great  Head,  on  the  other, 
T  believe  we  will  do  our  present  duty  in  regard  to  the  principles  of  our  Church,  and 
do  the  most  likely  thing  to  bring  about  an  ultimate  union  of  all  who  are  tnie- 
hearted  in  the  maintenance  of  these  principles.  Now,  in  regard  to  Sir  Henry 
MoncreiiTs  motion,  there  are  one  or  two  things  which  I  would  venture  to  remark. 
In  the  first  place,  in  stating  the  principles  of  oar  Church  under  the  first  head,  and 
speaking  of  the  separate  position  which  we  occupy,  that  motion  says — "  In  partieo- 
lar,  of  the  doctrine  of  the  sole  subjection  of  the  Church  in  spiritual  things  to  Christ 
as  her  only  Head,  and  to  His  Word  as  her  only  standard  in  carrying  out  the  gorem- 
ment  which  He  has  appointed  in  His  Church,  distinct  from  the  einl  magistrate.** 
I  have  two  things  to  object  to  in  this.  It  is  faulty,  because  it  gives  an  imperfect 
view  of  our  principles ;  it  gives  one  principle — namely,  the  Headship  of  Christ 
over  the  Church — but  does  not  give  the  other  principle,  of  the  Headship  of  Christ 
over  the  nations.  While  the  language  here  is  borrowed  from  our  formula  and 
questions,  we  are  never  to  forget  that  our  questions  are  prefaced  by  a  statement 
that  this  Church  still  maintains  the  same  principles  for  which  she  has  always  con- 
tended, concerning  the  duty  of  nations  and  their  rulers  to  promote  true  religion 
and  the  cause  of  Christ.  That  preface  has  passed  the  Barrier  Act  twice  over  now, 
and  is  part  and  parcel  of  the  principles  of  our  Church.  Therefore  I  say  this  motion 
is  an  imperfect  and  one-sided  statement  in  regard  to  the  principles  of  our  Church. 
Bot  it  is  an  imperfect  statement  also  in  regard  to  the  application  even  of  the  ono 
principle  which  it  has  avowed.  It  says — "  In  carrying  out  the  government  which 
He  has  appointed  in  His  Church,  distinct  from  the  civil  magistrate."  That  is  only 
part  of  the  Headship  of  Christ  over  the  Charch.  It  reaches  far  farther — ^to  doctrine 
and  worship  as  well  as  to  government ;  and  we  are  at  the  present  moment,  I  am 
persuaded,  in  as  great  danger  of  having  the  principle  of  the  Headship  of  Chriat 
over  the  Church  compromised  in  reference  to  doctrine  and  in  reference  to  worship 
as  we  ever  were  in  danger  of  having  it  compromised  in  regard  to  govemmentw  Hj 
impression  is,  that  within  ten  years,  if  we  live  to  see  it,  you  will  see  the  Headship 
of  Christ  over  the  Church  applied  again  to  other  matters — contended  for  in 
regard  to  other  and  more  important  matters — than  the  mere  government  of 
the  Church.  Therefore  I  hold,  that  in  both  respects  it  is  an  imperfect  state* 
ment  of  the  Free  Church  principles.  His  motion  further  states — "  Nothing 
has  taken  place,  by  recent  legislation  or  otherwise,  to  alter  the  conviotion  that 
the  principle  contrary  to  said  doctrine,  affirmed  by  the  decisions  in  the  second 
Auoterarder  and  Ste?rarton  cases,  and  enforced  by  other  decisions  and  acts  of  the 
civil  court,  eonfirmed  by  solemn  appeal  made  to  them  by  all  the  branches  of  the 
Legislature  in  18i3,  and  unequivocally  accepted  by  the  existing  Established  Church.*' 
Well,  of  course,  I  maintain  that  the  Established  Church,  in  1848,  accepted  a  result 
of  this  struggle  which  we  could  not  accept,  but  I  do  not  admit  that  there  was  any  new 
principle  in  connection  with  these  decisions.  There  was  an  erroneous  form  of 
decision,  and  there  was  an  assumption  on  the  p^rt  of  the  civil  courts,  both  here  and 
in  London,  which  we  hold  to  be  inconsistent  with  the  Bevolntion  Settlement,  and 
especially  with  the  abolition  of  the  royal  supremacy  and  that  portion  of  our  Con* 
fession  of  Faith  which  maintained  that  the  Lord  Jesus  is  alone  King  and  Head  of 
the  Church.  We  certainly  do  not,  however,  affirm  that,  in  the  decision  given  ia 
1848,  there  was  any  change  in  the  legislation.  It  was  merely  proceeding  <ak 
legislation  which  had  existed,  althoagh  improperly^  for  180  years,  and  which 
legislation  had  been  protested  against  as  inconsistent  with  the  constitution  of 
the  kingdom  and  the  rights  of  the  people  of  Scotland  in  all  time.  It  was  no 
principle  of  law,  but  simply  a  mode  of  interpretation  of  law  and  enforcement 
of  law,  which  certainly  was  new,  and,  as  we  think  it,  illegal.  But  there  was  no 
change  in  the  legislation.  The  legislation  remained  exactly  as  it  was,  and  re^ 
mained  until  the  abolition  of  Lord  Aberdeen's  Bill  and  Queen  Anne's  Act  Lord 
Aberdeen's  Bill  introduced  a  new  form  of  legislation,  because  it  regulated  thfr 
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teUlement  of  ministerB,  and  in  that  way,  whilBt  profesaiog  to  make  things  better,  it 
certalnlj  made  tliexn  worse.    Bat  eyen  that  was  no  general  principle.     It  simply 
was  a  mistake  in  regard  to  the  legislation.    Reference  is  made  here  to  the  second 
Auchtenrder  and  Stewarton  cases.     I  have  already  given  my  view  of  the  Stewarton 
ease,  althongh,  in  looking  over  the  Chapel  Act  again,  I  admit  it  was  pretty  strongly 
worded,  and  might  seem  to  give  some  eolonr  to  the  judgment    But  the  judgment  I 
beliere  to  have  been  an  erroneous  judgment,  and  inconsistent  with  the  liberty  of  the 
Chnreh.     At  all  events,  I  held  at  the  time  the  judgment  in  the  Stewarton  case  to  be 
as  good  a  reason  for  leaving  the  Sstablished  Church  as  the  Judgment  in  the  second 
Auchtersjrder  ease,  and  I  could  not  look  to  the  Established  Church  as  free  until  the 
subatanoe  of  tliat  judgment  is  reversed.    Observe  this :   "  Confirmed  by  solemn 
appeal  made  to  them  by  all  the  branches  of  the  Legislature  in  1843.**    We  held  that 
the  alienee  of  the  Legislature  was  in  a  sense  a  confirmation.    That  is  to  say,  we  told 
Uie  L^slatore  distlnetly  that  if  the  law  of  Queen  Anne,  and  the  judgment  of  course 
resting  npon  it,  was  not  altered,  we  could  not  continue  in  the  Established  Church. 
But  there  was  no  legislation  consequent  npon  that — no  formal  Act  of  the  Legislature 
in  connection  with  that.    The  State  simply  did  nothing.    It  simply  let  the  matter 
alone,  and  left  ns  in  a  position  in  which  we  had  no  alternative  but  to  leave  the 
Establiahed  Church.      Therefore  it  seems  to  me  that  this  form  of  phraseology 
is  Bcareely  warranted  by  the  eireumstances ;  it  is  unfortunately  warranted  as  far  as 
the  Established  Church  itself  is  concern^,  but  not  warranted  in  so  far  as  the 
Lqgislatore  is  concerned ;  and  had  the  recent  Patronage  Act  been  wisely  followed  up 
on   idl  aidefl  the  best  results  might  have  followed.      But  what  I  have  chiefly  to 
olyfeet  to  in  Sir  H^nry  MoncreifTs  motion  is  its  conclusion.    Like  a  lady's  letter,  the 
pith  and  sting  of  it  is  in  the  postscript.    "  The  (General  Assembly  resolve  to  appoint 
a  eommlttee  to  take  action  as  they  may  see  expedient,  in  the  spirit  of  their  declara- 
iloas,  with  a  view  to  directing  and  stiiring  the  minds  of  our  members  and  adherents 
toward  the  troths  and  duties  committed  to  them  through  their  attachment  to  Free 
Chnieh  principles,  and  to  guard  our  congregations  against  misleading  influences. 
And  they  instroct  said  conmiittee  to  consider  the  expediency  of  issuing  any  state- 
ment or  statements  of  a  popular  kind  fitted  to  promote  these  ends.**    That  is  a  very 
wide  roving  commission.    In  the  first  place,  I  would  like  to  know  what  kind  of 
Btntement  they  mean  to  issne  before  I  wonld  sanction  any  such  extensive  powers  on 
the  part  of  any  committee.    We  have  abundance  of  Free  Church  documents  already. 
We  have  all  the  documents  of  the  Disruption,  the  admirable  address  prepared  for  the 
Convoeation  by  Dr.  James  Buchanan ;  we  have  Mr.  Andrew  Gray's  Catechism,  which 
ia  quietly  being  allowed  to  go  out  of  print.    (A  Yoice — "  No,  Tve  a  copy.**)    So  have 
I.     Bat  that  does  not  prove  that  it  is  not  going  out  of  print.    To  give  a  committee 
power  to  set  forth  the  principles  of  the  Free  Chnrch  as  they  may  see  it  to  be  expe- 
dient, and  to  do  anything  in  the  way  of  stirring  up  the  minds  of  the  members  and 
ndherents,  and  to  issue  a  statement  or  statements  of  a  popular  kind,  is  a  commission 
I  for  one  wonld  never  delegate  to  any  committee  of  this  Church.    You  speak  of 
misleadiag  influences.    My  impression  is  that  you  yourselves  to  a  large  extent  have 
been  instromental  in  creating  Uiem.   ("No.*')   Tes ;  just  as  you  have  seemed  to  make 
light  of  one  principle  of  the  Church,  namely,  the  Headship  of  Christ  over  the  nations, 
and  of  the  duty  of  nations — ^in  proportion  as  yon  seem  to  give  countenance  to  the 
assertion  that  this  Church  may  be  lapsing  over  to  Yolnntaryism,  yon^ill  have  been 
ereating  alann.  I  am  not  vindicating  what  has  been  done  in  the  Established  Church* 
It  would  have  been  a  more  wise  and  dignified  course  to  endeavour  to  come  to  an 
vndetstanding  with  the  whole  Chnrch  than  simply  to  attempt  to  pick  off  individual 
nemben.    1  do  not  approve  of  what  individual  members  of  our  Church  have  done, 
sad  as  little  do  I  approve  of  the  immense  noise  made  about  it,  as  if  the  whole  Church 
were  going  over.     That  view  is  simply  preposterous.    The  Established  Church  has 
lost  fsr  more  than  she  has  gained  by  some  recent  proceedings,  but  still  I  know  that 
then  are  many  people  throughout  the  country  who,  if  they  have  an  idea  that  you  are 
gf>ing  to  diire  them  into  Voluntaryism,  will  refuse  to  be  so  driven.    That  is  one  of 
the  mis/fsiffpg  inflaences  when  we  see  eminent  ministers  of  our  Church  standing 
opOD  phU/onna  with  Voluntaries  and  moving  disestablishment  resolutions,  and  doing 
ihiagB  for  which  men  were  deposed  before  the  Disruption.    Yes,  Bailie  Craig,  of 
Silfflaznoeky  wan  deposed  for  simply  presiding  at  a  Voluntary  meeting.    I  know  you 
are  not  profesainff  abstract  Voluntaryism,  but  when  you  speak  of  misleading,  I  say 


78  THE  PBINCIPLEB  OF  THE  CHTJSCH. 

it  U  a  word  most  applicable  to  mnch  done  on  the  one  side  as  well  as  on  the  other;. 
Tery  likely  yon  will  get  this  authority  in  spite  of  ns.  Bat  remember  this — I  do  not 
wish  to  utter  any  threat ;  far  from  it — if  you  try  to  get  the  people  of  Scotland  to 
misunderstand  the  principles  of  the  Free  Church,  there  are  men  who  will  enlighten 
them  in  regard  to  her  true  principles,  and  reckon  it  a  duty  to  Tindieate  the  position 
they  occupy  and  for  which  they  haye  suffered.  I  hope  the  Oenezal  Assembly  will 
pause  before  they  adopt  this  course.  Let  us  stand  by  our  principles,  and  seek  to 
unite  with  all  men  in  a  right  spirit  in  the  maintenance  of  Uiose  principles,  and  in 
the  advancement  of  everything  that  is  honest  and  lovely  and  of  good  report^  and  aa 
our  ancestors  and  ourselves  left  that  church  of  St  Andrews  and  went  down  to  Tanfield 
Hall,  to  lay  the  foundation,  not  for  a  permanent  separation,  bnt  for  the  establishment 
of  those  principles  on  which  alone  you  can  ever  lukve  a  proper  union  of  the  Presby* 
terians  of  Scotland,  I  say  stand  by  these  principles,  and  earn  the  noble  eulogy — 
"  They  that  shall  be  of  thee  shall  build  the  old  waste  places ;  then  shalt  raise  up  the 
foundations  of  many  generations,  and  thou  shalt  be  called  the  repairer  of  the  breach, 
the  restorer  of  the  paths  to  dwell  in." 

Mr.  FEROUSON  of  Einmondy  said — I  hare  been  asked  by  Dr.  Begg  to  second 
the  motion  he  has  submitted  to  the  House  on  the  principles  of  the  Church,  and  I 
have  the  greatest  freedom  and  comfort  in  doing  so.  I  cannot  conceive  in  what  point 
it  is  inconsistent  with  Sir  Henry  MoncreiflTs  motion  which  follows  it,  or  what  point 
of  principle  there  is  in  Sir  Henry's  motion  that  is  not  oovered  by  this.  It  is  clear 
and  unmistakable  on  the  spiritual  independence  of  the  Church  maintaining  "  the 
sole  Headship  of  Christ  in  and  over  it,"  as  the  sole  fountain  from  which  "  her  dntles, 
rights,  and  liberties,  including  those  both  of  office-bearers  and  people,"  "exclusively 
flow."  The  principle  so  enunciated  is  precisely  identical  with  that  laid  down  in>the 
finSt  section  of  Sir  Henry^s  motion,  only  in  a  somewhat  different  form. 

'  Then  the  other  great  principle  which  we  hold  alongside  of  this,  is  also  clearly  set 
forth.  The  Headship  of  Christ  over  the  nations,  and  their  duties  as  such,  as  nations 
presided  over  by  their  rulers,  acknowledging  this  authority,  and  seeking  to  promote 
it  in  a  lawful  way.  I  of  course  admit  in  the  very  words  of  Sir  Henry's  motion,  that 
"  the  whole  condition  of  the  nation,  the  State,  and  the  relations  of  religions  parties^ 
and  the  progress  of  the  events  in  the  history  of  the  land,"  are  such,  at  the  present 
time,  as  to  make  it  useless  to  expect  such  a  recognition  and  promotion  of  the  Church's 
aim,  or  can  be  accepted  by  any  Church  holding  the  principle  of  spiritual  independ* 
ence,  but  that  lamentable  state  of  things  does  not  relieve  the  nation  or  State  as  soeh 
from  its  responsibility,  or  vs  from  avoiding  and  discharging  it  And  there  ia  the 
more  need  for  this  being  clearly  and  fully  done  at  the  present  time,  because  of  the 
growing  tendency  to  dissociate  religion  in  every  aspect  of  it  from  public  affairs, 
ignoring  it  in  the  election  of  legislators,  eliminating  it  from  the  education  of  yonth, 
and  repudiating  its  claims  and  influence  in  all  the  departments  of  State  aetion. 

Sad  it  is  that  it  should  be  so,  therefore  I  say  again  that  there  is  the  greater  need 
for  a  clear  and  ringing  and  unmistakable  declaration  of  adherence  to  that  funda- 
mental principle  which  we,  as  claiming  to  be  the  true  representation  of  the  National 
Church  of  Scotland,  are  bound  to  hold.  It  is  the  Want  of  this  in  Sir  Heniy's  motion, 
which  makes  me  prefer  Dr.  Begg's  to  his. 

It  may  be  said  that  in  the  circumstances  of  the  present  time  I  make  too  much  of 
this.  Well,  Moderator,  this  may  be  partly  the  result  of  my  early  training,  for  as 
one  of  the  Utile  body  of  Original  Seceders,  and  the  heir  of  more  than  a  hundred 
years  of  unbroken  Siecederions,  and  suffering  all  the  disabilities  of  such  a  positi<m,  I 
have  all  my  life  believed  in  and  accepted  the  Establishment  principle,  as  it  was 
called,  as  a  vital  scriptural  truth,  and  one  worth  witnessing  for,  at  the  cost  of  the 
loss  of  much  that  the  human  heart  thinks  good  and  longs  after.  Though  I  am  not 
actually  a  Covenanter  myself,  I  have  witnessed  more  than  once  that  very  solemn  act, 
of  swearing  and  signing  adherence  to  the  old  covenanted  Reformation,  one  of  the 
essential  principles  of  which  even  this  doctrine  so  pooh-poohed  now-a-dajs  in  some 
quarters,  that  status  qud  statust  are  bound  to  be  Christian,  and  own.  allegiance  to 
Christ  as  their  supreme  Lord  paramount,  to  whom  even  the  Queen  of  England  and 
Empress  of  India  is  bound  to  bow. 

I  do  not  now  say  that  this  principle  can  only  be  manifested  by  State  establiah* 
ments  and  State  endowments — that  is  a  detail,  not  a  principle — and  that  is  not  the 
question  before  us  now.    The  question  is  national  duty — national  obligation — and. 
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on  thifl  Tiial  point  the  oiher  moiion  is  Bilent.  I  do  not  say  that  it  is  not  there,  for 
it  may  be  corered  by  the  plaral  word  "  irnihs/'  in  the  Boeond  line ;  bat  I  desiderate 
ita  more  dIaUnct  expreaaion,  and  aa  I  have  said,  the  want  of  it  makea  me  prefer  Br. 
Begg'a  motion  to  Sir  Henry's,  for  Dr.  Begg's  clearly  and  distinctly  declares  it. 

An  inflaentiAL  member  of  this  House  remarked  to  me  that  Dr.  Begg's  motion 
meant  nothing,  and  Sir  Henry's  meant  something.  I  think  Dr.  Begg's  means  all 
that  Sir  Henry'a  means  and  somethiog  more,  aa  I  have  tried  to  show — ^and  I  think 
they  wonld  make  a  very  perfect  motion  if  they  were  amalgamated.  Dr.  Begg's 
motion  may  be  accepted  aa  a  grand  declaration,  at  the  outset,  of  the  binary  prin- 
ciple of  aplritaal  independence  and  national  obligation,  with  its  closiog  declaration 
of  our  belief  in  that  ultimate  oneness  for  which  our  Saviour  prayed,  and  whose  prayer 
we  may  accept  aa  a  promise  for  its  fulfilment,  and  then  Sir  Henry's  motion  may  well 
follow  aa  the  corollary  of  the  former.  In  this  way  the  declaration  would  go  forth 
to  tiie  world  that  we  are  clinging  to  the  old  principles,  and  marching  under  the 
old  bine  banner  of  the  Covenant  Times  were  not  far  off,  he  said,  when  the  advanc- 
ing tide  of  infidelity.  Popery,  and  other  evils  might  compel  Christ's  followers  to  an* 
other  national  covenant,  binding  themselves  together  so  that  the  world  might  see 
that  they  were  at  one  in  these  great  matters. 

Sir    HSNBT  MONCBEIFf  then   submitted   the   following  motion:— "The 
General  Aaaembly  having  considered  the  overtures,  find — 1.  That  it  is  the  duty 
of  tliia  Church  to  cherish  in  the  minds  of  her  faithful  people  a  lively  sense  of  the 
importance  of  the  tmtha  for  which,  in  aesoming  and  maintaining  her  separate 
position,  ahe  haa  been  called  to  contend ;  and,  in  particular,  of  the  doctrine  of  the 
aole  subjection  of  the  Church  in  spiritual  things  to  Christ  as  her  only  Head,  and 
to  His  Word  aa  her  only  standard  in  carrying  oot  the  government  which  He  has 
appointed  in  His  Church,  distinct  from  the  civil  magistrate.    2.  That  nothing  haa 
taken  place  by  recent  legislation  or  otherwise  to  alter  the  conviction  that  the  prin- 
ciple contrary  to  said  doctrine,  affirmed  by  the  decisions  in  the  second  Anchterarder 
and  Stewarton  cases,  enforced  by  other  decisions  and  acts  of  the  civil  courts,  con- 
finned  on  solemn  appeal  made  to  them  by  all  the  branches  of  the  Legislature  la 
1843,   and  unequivocally  accepted  by  the  existing  Established  Church,  is  still 
maintained  by  the  State  in  ita  eodesiastical  arrangements  for  Scotland.    8.  That 
while  this  Church's  position  of  separation  from  the  State  affords  abundant  oppor- 
tunity— ^wblch  she  ia  bound  to  use — for  exerting   her  influence   towards  the  disr 
charge  by  the  State  and  the  nation  as  such  of  the  important  duties  that  they  owe 
to  the  tmth  and  Church  of  Christ,  the  whole  course  of  the  Lord's  dealings  with 
her,  and,  in  particular.  His  great  goodness,  on  the*  one  hand,  manifested  since  the 
IMsrnption  in  1848,  the  laige  fields  of  usefulness  opened  up,  and  the  encouragement 
in  temporal  and  spiritual  things  which  she  has  had  abundant  reason  to  acknow- 
ledge ;  and  the  whole  condition,  on  the  other  hand,  of  the  nation,  the  State,  and  the 
relationa  of  religious  parties,  and  the  progress  of  events  in  the  history  of  the  land, 
combine  to  admonish  her  not  to  be  moved  away  from  the  ground  assigned  to  her ; 
bot  rather  resolutely  to  hold  it  fast,  and  to  call  upon  her  people  to  give  them- 
selves  with  renewed  liberality,  diligence,  and  prayer  to  the  work  and  service  at 
home  and  abroad  which   the  times  require.     Therefore,  the  General  Assembly 
resolve  to  appoint  a  committee  to  take  action,  as  they  may  see  expedient,  in  the 
spirit  of  these  declarations,  with  a  view  to  directing  and  stirring  the  minds  of  our 
members  and  adherenta  toward  the  truths  and  duties  committed  to  them  through 
their  attachment  to  Free  Church  principles,  and  to  guard  our  congregations  against 
misleading  infloencea ;  and  they  instruct  said  committee  to  consider  the  expediency 
issoing  any  statement  or  statements  of  a  popular  kind  fitted  to  promote  these 
tads.' 

in  moving  the  above  resolution.  Sir  HENRY  MONCBEIFF  said— My  motion, 

I  begin  by  saying,  in  my  own  judgment  covers  everything  in  Dr.  Begg's  motion 

except  one  thing,  which   I  wonld  not  wish  it  to  cover.     On  the  other  hand,  it 

appeara  to  me  that  Dr.  Begg's  motion — excellent  enough  in  itself,  looking  only 

to  its  terms — does  not  cover  what  my  motion  has  in  it,  and  what  is  specially 

important  in  relation  to  the  overtures  now  upon  your  table.     Look  at  these  over- 

lores  and  yon  will  aee  that  the  main  drift  of  them  is  to  ask  you  to  fix  attention 

upon' that  principle  of  our  Church,  which  parties  opposed  to  our  Church  are  to  a 

hizt  extent  endeavonring  to  persuade  people  haa  either  already  been  granted  by.' 
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the  LegUlature  or  is  utterly  extraTagant.  That  is  no  reaion  why  we  ahoald  orer^ 
ook  other  important  principlee.  But  I  wonid  like  to  make  thie  remaric, 
that  the  use  of  the  expression  "  onr  dlstinetiTe  principles  **  is  fitted  to 
mislead.  We  ought  rather  to  speak  of  our  Scriptural  principles  when  we 
speak  comprehensirely  of  them,  because  it  would  be  difficult  to  say  tiiat  they  are 
absolutely  out  and  oat  dislinctively  ours.  I^r.  Begg  speaks  of  the  duty  of  nations 
and  their  rulers  to  the  Church  and  its  Head  as  a  distinctiye  principle  of  ours.  But 
the  duty  of  nations  and  rulers  is  not  distinctiTe,  because  it  is  held  by  the  Estab- 
lished Church.  And  I  think  it  would  not  be  difficult  to  show  that  it  is  held  in  the 
main  essence  of  It,  as  was  shown  by  Dr.  Cunningham  in  1861,  by  a  great  number  of 
other  Churches  besides  the  Established  Church  and  ours.  Let  it  be  obserred  also 
that  this  use  of  the  words  "  distinctive  principles  "  in  the  manner  in  which  they  are 
fiometime^used  is  fitted  to  make  us  forget  some  things.  Why,  it  might  hare  been 
said  at  the  time  of  the  Disruption  that  the  distinctive  principles  for  which  we  were 
contending  and  suflfering  were  two— one  non-intrusion,  the  other  spiritnal  indepen- 
dence. Ko  doubt  we  did  hold  the  other  principle  about  the  duties  of  nations  and 
their  rulers,  which  was  a  sort  of  fundamental  principle  lying  behind  all  the  othen, 
but  which  did  not  come  into  special  prominence  at  the  time  of  the  Disruption.  The 
two  things  which  were  specially  prominent  then,  and  about  which  we  had  any  con- 
troversy with  the  Legislature,  were  the  principle  of  non-intrusion  and  the  principle 
of  spiritual  independence.  What  we  have  practically  to  deal  with  juat  now  is  not 
the  principle  of  non-intrusion,  because  it  may  be  said — I  will  not  say  to  what  ex- 
lent,  but  certainly  to  some  extent,  that  makes  it  not  worth  while  to  deny  it — that 
the  principle  of  non-intrusion  has  been  so  far  granted  to  the  Established  Church. 
Ko  doubt  we  have  not  been  recognised  in  the  granting  of  the  principle  to  them ; 
and  it  is  never  to  be  forgotten  that  part  of  our  claim  is  that  we  truly  represent  the 
Church  of  1842,  and  any  srrangement  made  by  the  State  towards  rectifying  the 
condition  of  matters  to  which  the  Church  was  brought  in  1842  must  be  an  arrange- 
ment which  recognises  our  position.  It  has  been  said  that  it  is  a  mere  pieee  of 
pride  for  us  to  complain  about  not  being  consulted.  Tliat  is  an  entire  mistake.  If 
the  thing  had  been  done  in  the  right  way  we  would  not  have  cared  about  not  b^ng 
'Consulted.  But  our  not  being  consulted  is  proof  that  it  was  no  intention  of  the 
Legislature  to  do  what  would  satisfy  us  as  a  Church,  or  to  recognise  our  position  and 
our  claim.  Now,  the  objection  to  Dr.  Begg's  motion  is  not  that  it  means  nothing 
at  all  in  any  connection,  but  that  in  relation  to  these  overtures  it  means  nothingi 
It  does  not  meet  these  Overtures,  and  therefore  it  is  fitted  rather  to  spread  a  hazy 
atmosphere  round  the  subject,  not  making  manifest  enough  the  ground  for  still 
maintaining  our  position.  I  have  said  that  there  is  one  thing  in  Dr.  Begg's  motion 
that  my  motion  does  not  cover — at  least  in  that  motion  as  explained  by  Dr.  Begg. 
^he  idea  that  anything  whatever  has  been  done  by  recent  legislation  towards  meet- 
ing our  claim,  or  that  there  was  no  principle  established  in  law  at  the  time  of  the 
Disruption  in  opposition  to  the  principle  of  law  which  alone  could  protect  what  we 
tsontended  for.  Certainly  my  motion  does  not  cover  that.  I  take  Dr.  Begg*s  motion 
-as  explained  by  himself,  and  I  take  the  liberty  of  saying  that  it  would  be  well  if  all 
in  the  Church  would  consider  more  carefully  how  needful  it  is  for  those  who  are 
eapable  of  judging  of  such  a  question  to  tiJte  into  account  the  close  eonneeti<m 
between  the  question  of  what  was  done  in  1848  by  the  courts  of  law  and  the  Legisla- 
ture, and  the  question  of  what  our  vital  principle  is.  These  two  things  are  not 
identical,  but  they  are  very  closely  connected,  and  you  require  to  look  at  the  close 
connection  between  them  to  understand  the  position  In  which  matters  were  then, 
and  the  position  in  which  matters  are  now.  With  respect  to  the  question  of  there 
being  no  principle  of  law  established  at  the  time  of  the  Disruption,  I  would  just  remind 
you  of  what  my  motion  specially  refers  to,  namely : — In  the  first  of  the  resolutions  it 
specially  refers  to  "  the  duty  of  this  Church  to  cherish  in  the  minds  of  her  faithful 
people  a  lively  sense  of  the  importance  of  the  principles  for  which,  in  assuming  and 
msintaining  her  separate  position,  she  has  been  called  to  contend ;  and,  in  particular, 
of  the  doctrine  of  the  sole  subjection  of  the  Church  in  spiritual  things  to  Christ  as 
her  only  Head,  and  to  His  Word  as  her  only  standard  in  carrying  out  Uie  Cbvemment 
which  He  has  appointed  in  His  Church,  distinct  from  the  eivil  magistrate."  I  have 
not  only  been  told  that  I  ought  to  have  introduced  here  the  principle  of  the  Headship 
o{  Christ  over  the  nations,  but  that  I  ought  to  have  introduced  the  idea  of  the  Headship 
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«f  Christ  oTer  the  Chareh  leading  to  obedience  to  Christ  ss  regvds  worship, 
snd  msny  other  things.  I  ntlier  think  tliat  if  I  had  followed  the  advice — had 
it  been  given  to  me  beforehand — I  should  have  overloaded  this  motion  tre- 
mendooslj,  and  have  drawn  attention  away  ftiom  what  the  overtores  draw  attention 
to.  Eveijthing  In  its  place  and  time.  I  have  no  objection,  when  the  subject 
of  dUestablishment  comes  up,  to  join  Dr.  Begg  or  any  one  else  in  a  reasonable 
statement  of  the  duties  of  nations  and  rulers  as  such,  if  we  have  not  enough  of 
it  here.  And  I  am  perfectly  ready  to  join  Dr.  Begg  when  he  comes  forward 
with  a  declaration  in  regard  to  the  manner  in  which,  in  obedience  to  the  great 
Head  of  the  Church,  we  ought  to  regulate  our  worship  and  other  things,  but  I  am 
not  ready  to  adopt  all  these  in  a  motion  specially  drawn  up  for  a  particular  pur- 
pose. Why  was  the  word  " particular"  put  in,  but  just  to  guard  ourselves  against 
tbinking  this  the  only  thing.  There  is  non-intrusion,  and  there  are  other  things ; 
bnt  we  wish  in  particular  to  fix  attention  upon  a  point  which  is  the  main  one  in  my 
motion.  My  second  resolution  says:  "That  nothing  has  taken  place  by  recent 
legislation  or  otherwise  to  alter  the  conviction  that  the  principle  contrary  to  said 
doctrine,  affirmed  by  decisions  in  the  seeond  Auchterarder  and  Stewarton  cases,  is 
•till  maintained  by  the  State."  I  wish  you  to  bear  in  mind  that  whilst  we  contended 
for  the  Scriptural  truth  that  the  Church  cannot,  in  faithfulness  to  her  Qreat  Head, 
agree  to  obey  civil  conrts  in  any  spiritual  matter  committed  to  her,  as  she  believes 
eoQsdentioualy,  thronghr  the  Word  of  her  Qreat  Head — ^a  principle  of  an  absolute 
and  commanding  kind,  not  to  be  compromised  by  any  agreement  with  the  State  or 
in  any  manner  of  way — she  had  reason  to  be  persuaded  that  this  principle,  con- 
ficieotiously  held  by  her  ancestors,  had  been  protected  by  the  State  and  the  law 
under  which  she  found  herself.  The  protection  lay  in  this,  that  whilst,  when  tbe 
Chareh  went  in  opposition  to  what  might  seem  to  be  the  meaning  of  any  statute  or 
principle  of  law,  the  civil  courts  would  decide  all  temporal  matters  and  all  qnestions 
about  the  civil  results  of  what  the  Church  might  do  according  to  their  own  judgment, 
they  woald  never  think  of  such  a  thing  as  issuing  an  interdict  to  the  Church  courts 
in  the  discharge  of  what  were  confessedly  the  functions  of  the  Church  in  ordinary 
circumstances,  and  would  not  even,  for  the  purpose  of  correcting  an  error  on  the 
part  of  the  Chnreh,  think  of  interdicting  or  commanding  the  Church  in  the  exercise 
of  her  acknowledged  funotions.  The  Church  held  that  they  were  protected  by  that 
principle  of  law,  but  both  in  the  courts  of  Scotland  and  those  in  London  that  prin- 
ciple of  law  was  repudiated.  Sir  Henry  Moncreiff  went  on  to  show  by  quotations 
from  the  speeches  of  the  majority  of  the  judges  of  the  Court  of  Session,  that  they 
woold  not  recognise  the  Church's  idea  of  spiritual  independence  at  all.  These 
jsdges  maintaine<l  that  the  Church  was  mistaken,  and  the  minority  of  the  Court 
were  mistaken,  iia.  holding  that  that  principle  had  been  the  principle  of  the  law  of 
Scotland,  or  that  it  was  a  principle  to  be  acted  upon  at  that  time.  The  court  held 
the  same  thing  as  the  court  holds  now,  that  when  in  the  judgment  of  the  court  the 
matter  is  simply  an  ecclesiastical  matter,  and  there  has  been  no  irregularity  of 
action  implying  opposition  to  the  law,  then  the  civil  court  will  not  meddle  with  the 
^Uon  of  the  Cbnrch.  But  when,  under  the  semblance  of  a  performance  of  ecclesias- 
tical functions,  the  Chnreh  made  a  practical  encroachment,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
court,  upon  the  civil  right  protected  by  civil  statute,  the  court  coold  give  redress. 
Tli&t  is  to  say,  they  maintained  the  principle  that  if  there  was  a  statute  about  the 
particular  matter,  there  was  no  such  protection  for  the  Chorch's  spiritual  action, 
cTen  in  relation  to  that  statute,  as  the  Church  all  along  understood  she  had.  That 
aaj  lead  you  to  consider  that  when  the  civil  court  admit  that  there  may  be  some 
ecelesiastieal  jurisdiction  which  may  not  be  interfered  with,  it  does  not  mean  that  no 
circometances  would  entitle  the  court  to  interfere  with  it.  It  merely  means  that  so 
long  u  in  their  judgment  you  are  not  doing  anything  outrageous  or  that  strikes 
them  as  an  enormons  stretching  of  power,  or  that  implies  your  being  enlilled  to 
defeat  the  purposes  of  the  statute,  they  will  not  interfere  with  you.  We  maintained 
^he  opposite  principle,  bnt  they  refused  it.  Some  people  say  that  any  wrong  prin- 
ciple involved  in  the  matter  is  simply  a  principle  embodied  in  the  Act  of  Queen 
Aone.  It  was  not  because  of  anything  in  that  Act  that  the  court  would  not  admit 
our  principle  of  protection.  It  was  because  the  court  would  not  admit  our  interpreta- 
tion of  the  old  Acts.  If  our  interpretation  had  been  admitted,  it  must  have  been 
applied  to  the  mode  of  enforcing  the  Act  of  Queen  Anne,  and  the  Auchterarder  case 
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would  hare  been  decided  in  our  fitTonr.  The  judges  held  thai  we  were  bonnd  i» 
submit  to  the  jurisdietion  of  the  Court  ia  the  interpretation  of  the  old  Acts.  Th^ 
maintAined  tliat  the  principle  contended  for  by  os  was  one  that  could  not  possibly 
worlcy  that  it  would  lead  to  absolute  anarchy,  or  at  least  to  absolute  predominance 
and  tyranny  on  the  part  of  the  Church ;  that  the  absolute  independence  we  con- 
tended for  was  absurd.  They  set  aside  all  the  arguments  we  maintained  about  the 
independence.  They  entirely  shut  out  the  Wew  which  we  say  was  the  only  one  that 
oonld  protect  our  spiritual  independenoe.  Sir  Henry  also  referred  to  the  seeond 
Auchterarder  ease,  in  which  he  said  that  the  House  of  Lords  simply  ignored  our 
whole  argument  on  the  old  Acts,  and  held  that  any  statute  must  be  enforced 
against  us  in  the  ordinary  manner  of  enforcing  statutes.  He  pointed  out  thai 
daring  the  interval  between  the  second  Auchtemder  decision  and  the  Stewarton 
decision,  both  the  leading  men  of  the  Church  and  lawyers  and  judges  might 
fairly  enough  look  upon  the  question  ss  still  an  open  one,  whether  the  adrerse 
principle  of  law  would  be  applied  to  any  other  subject  except  that  of  Patronage. 
Thus  it  was  reasonable  for  the  Church  to  exhauat  the  means  for  ascertaining  how 
far  the  rq'ection  of  the  old  principle,  as  she  thought  it^  would  be  carried,  before 
she  assumed  its  full  application  to  be  settled.  And  it  was  reasonable  ^so  for 
Lord  Jeffrey  and  other  judges,  to  eount  the  question  of  further  applicatioa 
to  be  open,  while  giring  their  own  opinions  on  the  Stewarton  case.  But  when, 
after  a  most  elaborate  consideration  of  it  in  opinions  by  all  the  Judges  of  the 
Court  of  Session,  that  court  had,  by  a  dedsive  minority,  come  to  the  conclnsion 
that  the  Church's  whole  argument  upon  spiritual  independence  would  not  stand  in* 
quiry.  They  held  that  argument^  he  said,  as  one  that,  however  strongly  he 
n^intained  it,  had  no  real  foundation  in  the  history  of  the  legislation  in  con- 
nection with  the  Church  of  Scotland.  And,  having  come  to  that  conclusion,  they- 
sottled  by  that  case  the  question  of  our  principle,  so  far  as  the  court  of  law  was  com- 
petent to  settle  iL  The  principle  of  law  contended  for  by  us  was  repudiated  not 
only  in  reference  to  patronage,  but  with  respect  to  eveiy  other  matter  in  which  we 
might  come  into  conflict  with  Uie  State.  They  held  that  whenever  there  was  ai^ 
semblance  of  a  conflict  the  civil  courts  must  prevail.  They  at  the  same  time  main- 
Utined,  however,  that  it  was  impossible  for  a  conflict  properly  so-called  to  take  place  be- 
tween the  Church  courts  and  the  civil.  Our  doctrine  was  that  the  old  law  had  made 
the  Church  courts  co-ordinate  with  the  civil  courts  in  such  questions.  They  main- 
tained that  there  could  be  nothing  of  the  kind ;  that  it  lay  with  the  civil  courts  to  de- 
termine whether  a  partioular  matter  was  sufficiently  ecclesiastical  or  not  to  be  left 
entirely  to  the  Church.  And  they  maintained,  even  in  cases  that  were  eoolesiasta- 
c:il,  that  unless  these  things  had  been  very  specially  by  statute  given  to  the  Church, 
the  civil  coart  might  interfere;  and  they  held  further,  that  even  in  such  ecclesiaa 
tical  cases  as  were  ordinarily  committed  to  the  Church,  if  the  Church  in  the  exer- 
cise of  her  ecclesiastical  functions  were  to  do  things  in  opposition  to  what  the  civil 
court  held  to  be  the  meaning  of  the  law,  the  civil  court  was  entitled  to  interfere 
with  them ;  and  moreover,  they  held  this  tremendous  doctrine  in  regard  to  our  posi- 
tion, namely,  that  as  a  Church  we  had  no  power  but  wtiat  was  given  to  us  directly 
)>y  the  Legislature.  Our  doctrine  and  the  doctrine  of  the  judges  in  the  minority  waa 
this,  that  at  the  Reformation  and  after  it,  the  Legislature  of  Scotland  did  not  create 
a  Church,  but  recognised  it  after  it  had  maintained  its  independence  for  years.  That 
was  the  doctrine  we  maintained,  which  was  recognised  by  the  State,  the  State  giving 
the  Church  general  power  over  the  preaching  of  the  Word  and  things  of  that  kind. 
The  meaning  was  not  that  the  Church  then  was  restricted  to  things  distinctly  men- 
tioned  in  the  Act  of  Parliament,  but  had  jurisdiction  yure  divino.  The  jure  divino 
was  in  the  Act,  and  yet  in  the  Stewarton  case  the  judges  scouted  the  idea  of  jure 
divino  at  all  as  applying  to  the  case,  and  said  that  the  Church  was  simply  a  creature 
of  the  State.  You  say  that  there  is  no  legislation  introducing  a  new  principle ;  but 
may  not  a  principle  that  we  regard  as  new  be  introduced  by  the  decisions  of  a  court 
of  law  as  well  as  by  legislation  1  We  maintained  that  the  decisions  were  wrong,  and 
that  the  principle  was  new.  The  Legislature  and  the  courts  of  law  did  not  aUow  it 
was  new,  because  they  held  they  were  right  in  their  decision.  I  cannot  understand 
how  it  can  be  maintained  that  it  was  otherwise  than  new  according  to  the  old  prin- 
ciple of  law,  and  the  interpretation  of  it  according  to  the  old  law  of  Scotland. 
Sometimes  when  a  case  has  been  decided  incidentally  by  a  single  decision  of  the 
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Court  of  Setuon,  when  the  point  has  not  been  mnch  aligned  or  thought  of,  in  a  linii- 
lar  ease  arising  yean  afterwards,  the  judgment  of  the  Court  of  Sesaion  might  be  re- 
▼eiaed ;  bat  when  a  deliberate  judgment  of  the  Court  of  Session  rests  upon  the 
opini<8ui  of  nearly  the  whole  of  ^e  judges  carefnllj  giyen,  as  in  the  Stewarton  jodg- 
ment,  that  wonld  be  regarded  as  a  thorooghly  established  precedent.  The  j udgment  of 
the  Court  of  Session  on  this  ease  was  regarded  as  law  even  by  our  legislators  ;  for  an 
Aet  about  Quoad  Sacra  chaiges  was  passed  soon  after  the  Disruption  which  proceeded 
on  the  assumption  of  the  Stewarton  decision  being  a  final  and  fixed  one.  Dr.  Begg 
says  we  may  go  back  to  the  RcTolution  Settlement  and  find  in  it  the  lio>al  supremacy 
abolished.  We  maintained  that  in  the  courts  of  law.  But  they  repudiated  that  argn- 
ment>and  said  that  though  it  abolished  the  Boyal  supremacy,  so  that  it  did  not  mean 
the  same  thing  as  in  England,  it  did  not  abolish  the  supremacy  of  the  law  as  we 
BadeiBtood  it.  Just  as  our  principle  was  repudiated  in  other  respects,  so  was  the 
argument  in  regard  to  the  Boyal  supremacy  repudiated.  We  maintain  that  when  it 
is  said  Christ  has  appointed  a  government  in  the  Church  distinct  from  the'  civil 
magistrate,  the  meaning  ia  absoluiely  distinct — ^not  merely  from  the  civil  courts, 
but  from  the  civil  magistrate  and  the  power  of  the  State.  And  we  must  go 
t4>  the  Word  of  Gk>d  to  show  what  is  meant  by  government  distioct  from  the  civil 
magistrate.  We  believe  that  just  as  our  ancestors  had  to  tell  the  civil  magistrate 
what  were  the  things  they  held  jure  divino,  had  we  been  asked,  we  should  have 
told  the  Government  what  were  the  things  that  we  held  to  be  jure  divino,  and  which 
we  were  bound  to  hold  entirely  distinct  from  any  control  of  the  civil  courts. 
People  talk  about  the  difficulty  of  determining  what  is  ecclesiastical  and  what 
is  civil.  There  may  sometimes  be  some  difficulty  about  that,  but  it  is  not  the  main 
question.  The  main  question,  yon  will  find,  if  you  look  to  the  discussion 
in  Parliament  in  1848,  was  whether,  even  with  regard  to  these  functions 
that  are  admitted  to  belong  to  the  Church,  we  have  an  absolute  independence 
of  government,  and  whether  when,  in  the  exercise  of  these  very  functions,  we  are 
acting  in  a  manner  that  seems  extravagant  to  the  eivil  courts,  these  courts  may  not 
some  in  and  interfere  with  us.  Sir  Robert  Peel  In  the  Parliamentary  discussion 
asked  how  it  could  be  said  that  the  Church  had  any  sphere  which  the  State  had  notl 
maintaining  that  the  Church  had  no  sphere  into  which  the  State  might  not  come. 
Ton  say  there  was  no  legislation  establishing  this.  We  say  the  decision  of  the 
eivil  courts  was  law,  exoept  on  one  of  two  suppositions.  It  would  not  be  so  if  there 
wu  a  co-ordinate  jurisdiction  on  the  part  of  the  Church.  The  decision  would  not 
be  absolute  law  if  that  co-ordinate  jurisdiction  were  allowed,  for  then  it  would  have 
been  necessary  to  decide  between  the  two  courts.  The  other  supposition  is  that  of 
legislative  interference.  The  decision  was  law  unless  there  was  legislative  interfer- 
enee.  We  adced  the  Legislature  to  interpose,  but  it  said,  "  Ko ;  we  will  not  give 
you  what  yon  want :  that  is  contrary  to  British  principles  of  law  ** — which  meant 
that  it  was  contrary  to  English  principles  of  law,  and  therefore  they  set  aside  what 
we  demanded,  although  we  were  supported  by  a  large  minority  of  the  Scotch  mem- 
bers of  the  Bouse  of  Commons.  The  English  members  rejected  our  claim.  That 
was  said  In  1843.  What  did  the  EsUblished  Church  do  after  that  1  They  admitted 
that  all  which  the  civil  courts  had  declared  to  be  law  was  law — that  what  Parliament 
bad  said  was  law,  waa  law.  Perhaps  ^ey  could  not  help  it.  1  do  not  say  anything 
in  regard  to  the  sinfulness  of  what  was  done  by  the  Assembly  then,  because  most  of 
the  men  who  composed  it  are  gone.  I  do  not  charge  the  existing  Established 
Church  with  any  personal  responsibility  in  regard  to  what  took  place  then ;  but,  in 
point  of  law,  the  Establiahed  Church  is  to  be  held  as  acquiescing  in  what  was  then 
settled.  They  went  in  not  only  with  what  was  actually  done,  but  with  the  principle 
on  which  it  was  done,  and  they  affirmed  that  principle  of  which  I  complain.  Such 
is  the  view  I  take  upon  the  subject,  and  I  think  it  is  of  immense  importance  that 
it  should  not  be  lost  sight  of,  and  further  observe  that  our  principle  of  law  Is  the 
only  thing  by  which,  were  we  an  Established  Church,  we  could  be  protected  in  the 
exercise  of  that  spiritual  independence  to  the  full  extent  that  we  now  claim.  And, 
of  course,  if  we  hold  it  to  be  a  principle  given  to  us  by  the  Qreat  Head  of  the  Church, 
we  must  think  it  of  great  importance  to  look  well  at  the  only  way  in  which  we  can, 
in  connection  with  the  State,  be  protected.  I  am  not  going  to  say  that  this  applies 
only  to  the  ease  of  our  being  connected  with  the  State  in  the  way  of  Establishment. 
I  think  that  even  had  we  no  Establishment  it  would  still  be  a  most  important  thing 
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to  eontend  for.  The  Goremmeni  of  the  country  should  recognise  the  Chnrch  of 
Christ  and  iU  tpiritaal  independence,  and  the  right  of  mil  bodies  eonoeientiontlr 
maiuiaining  that  principle  as  Chorch^a  to  enjoy  it^  I  come  to  the  third  reaolntioD^ 
which  is  one  that  J>r.  Begg  haa  not  adyerted  to.  Mr.  Ferguson  says  that  the  mat- 
ter of  the  obligation  of  the  nation  and  its  mlers  to  the  Qreat  Head  of  the  Church  ia 
not  in  my  motion.  At  the  eommenoement  of  thia  third  resolotion  I  say,  **  While 
this  Church's  position  of  separation  from  the  State  affords  abondant  opportunity  for 
exerting  her  inflnence  towards  the  discharge  by  the  State  and  the  nation  aa  anch  of 
the  daties  that  they  owe  to  the  troth  and  Chaich  of  Christ,"  and  so  on.  Coold  we 
state  it  more  strongly  as  a  general  principle  1  We  do  it  the  more  strongly  that  we 
are  not  an  Established  Chnreh.  Eyen  as  a  Free  Chnrch  we  have  abondant  oppor- 
tunity of  doing  our  part  to  get  the  State  to  discharge  its  duty  and  its  responsibili- 
ties. What  more  can  we  say  or  do  in  our  present  position,  if  we  are  not  free  to  be 
connected  with  the  State,  when  we  exert  all  our  influence  to  get  the  State  to  dis* 
charge  all  its  duties  to  the  Church  of  Christ  and  the  truth  9  Then  I  go  on  to  aay, 
"  The  whole  course  of  the  Lord's  dealings  with  her,  and  in  particular  His  great  good- 
ness on  the  one  hand,  manifested  since  the  Disruption  in  18i8,  the  large  fields  of 
usefulness  opened  up,  and  the  encouragement  in  temporal  and  spiritual  things  which 
she  has  had  abundant  reaaon  to  acknowledge,  and  the  whole  condition,  on  the  other 
hand,  of  the  nation,  the  State,  and  the  relations  of  religious  parties,  and  the  progress 
of  erents  in  the  history  of  the  land,  combine  to  admonish  her  not  to  be  moTed  away 
from  the  ground  assigned  to  her,  but  rather  resolutely  to  hold  it  fast,  and  to  call 
upon  her  people  to  give  themselves,  with  renewed  liberality,  diligence,  and  prayer,  to 
the  work  and  service  at  home  and  abroad  which  the  times  require."  If  it  be  true 
that  there  is  a  principle  of  law  against  the  possibility  of  our  being  connected  with 
the  State,  and  if  you  have  no  reasonable  prospect  of  having  that  altered  in  existing 
eiicumstances,  is  it  not  the  best  thing  we  can  do  to  take  advantage  of  all  opportuni- 
ties God  has  given  ns  in  Providence,  and  not  lead  our  people  to  imagine  that  we 
are  getting  tired  of  these  principles  or  holding  them  loosely  t  Dr.  Begg  objects  to 
what  he  calls  the  postscript  of  my  motion.  Can  we  discharge  our  daties  to  those 
who  sent  up  the  overtures  if  we  do  not  do  something  of  the  kind  indicated  in  this 
postscript  ?  It  is  a  great  pity  that  there  should  be  any  difference  as  to  stating  our 
principles ;  but  it  is  a  very  vital  thing  to  state  them  in  a  way  fitted  to  secure  allegi- 
anoe  to  them.  I  think  we  should  not  be  in  any  tremendoua  alarm  about  what  has 
happened.  But  when  generations  are  growing  up  that  did  not  see  the  Disruption, 
I  have  always  thought  it  of  immense  importance  to  take  advantage  of  every  oppor- 
tunity of  bringing  into  clear  light  what  our  principles  are  that  they  may  be  under- 
stoofi^  and  that  people  may  not  get  into  confusion  about  them.  Though  I  would 
not  liJce  to  force  a  subject  when  there  is  no  opportunity,  at  present,  instead  of  being 
alarmed,  I  take  advantage  of  what  has  occurred  for  the  declaration  which  I  should 
have  been  at  any  time  disposed  to  make.  In  regard  to  the  committee,  I  think  you 
will  not  appoint  a  committee  yon  cannot  trust  I  take  it  for  granted  that  yon  will 
appoint  a  committee  you  can  trust,  and  I  think  yon  can  appoint  a  committee  nnder 
this  motion  that  will  not  do  anything  that  those  who  approve  of  the  motion  may  not 
agree  with.  A  great  deal  has  been  said  about  people  being  alarmed  at  disestabllah- 
ment  meetings.  I  do  not  agree  with  the  views  of  those  who  have  been  on  platforms 
at  these  disestablishment  meetings.  I  take  a  different  line.  At  the  same  time,  I 
am  quite  persuaded  that  under  this  motion  nothing  will  be  done  except  what  the 
motion  refers  to.  It  is  in  the  spirit  of  its  declarations,  and  in  that  spirit  only,  that 
any  committee  you  appoint  will  act. 

Mr.  WILSON,  Eddington  Mains  (elder),  seconded  the  motion.  He  said  that  after 
the  Disruption  the  Established  Church  had  found  it  expedient  to  **  keep  a  quiet 
sough,"  but  the  policy  and  tactics  of  that  Church  for  the  last  few  years  amounted  to 
a  clear  act  of  aggression  upon  the  Free  Church.  Dr.  Begg  now  seemed  to  ipeak 
more  gently  of  the  Established  Church  than  he  once  did.  But  they  must  be  oarefol, 
for  though  the  name  of  "moderate"  had  become  obsolete,  the  thing  was  still  there. 
If  his  information  was  correct,  he  believed  it  to  be  a  fact  that  the  ministry  of  the 
Established  Church  of  this  day  were  as  moderate  as  they  were  forty  years  ago.  Their 
friends  over  the  way  thought  a  good  deal  of  Dr.  Begg  s  motion,  be  was  told.  Some 
had  ezpresaed  themselves  in  favour  of  it    Dr.  Begg's  motion  seemed  to  him  like 
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attMnpting  io  driTO  off  mi  asiailont  with  blank  eutiidge,  while  Sir  Henry  Moncreiff's 
had  pot  shot  in  the  gnp. 

Mr.  NIXON  moyed  the  following  motion,  which,  he  thought,  combined  the 
exeellenciea  of  both  I>r.  Begg'a  and  Sir  Henxy  MoncreiflTs,  and  waa,  therefore, 
preferable  to  both : — 

'*  Whereaa  in  the  terms  of  the  formnla,  «id  of  the  Act  XII.,  1846,  preacriblng  it, 
tbia  Chnreh  holda  and  binds  all  her  office-bearera  to  hold  '  the  general  principles 
respeeting  the  joriadiction  of  the  Chorcb,  and  her  subjection  to  Christ  aa  her  only 
Head,  which  are  contained  in  the  Claim  of  Bight'  of  1842, '  and  in  the  Protest '  of 
liiiS,  and  also  '  the  aame  seriptnral  principles  as  to  the  datj  of  nations  and  their 
rulers,  in  reference  to  true  religion  and  the  Church  of  Christ,  for  which  she  has 
hitherto  contended;'  and  whereaa  these  distinctlYC  principles  of  the  Church  are 
being  miarepreeented  in  farioos  quarters;  and  whereas  they  are  laid  down  with  great 
cleameas  and  force  in  a  aeries  of  author! Latire  deliverances  at  and  subsequent  to  the 
Disruption;  and  whereaa  these  principles  are  imperishable  and  always  obligatory, 
being  taken  from  the  *  Word  which  endureth  for  ever/  this  Assembly  redeclare  these 
prineiplea  aa  thua  set  forth  in  the  said  deliverances.  Further,  while  acknowledging 
the  dnty  of  adapting  the  form  in  which  these  principles  are  embodied,  and  the  appli- 
cation of  them  to  the  varying  circamstanees  of  the  Church  and  nation  from  age  to 
age,  and  haying  in  view  the  relations  of  this  Church  to  other  Churches  around,  and 
more  especially  considering  that  nothing  haa  occurred  in  the  condition  of  the  Estab- 
lished Church  requiring  or  warranting  any  change  of  these  relations,  the  Assembly 
resolve  that  it  ia  the  dnty  of  this  Church  to  continue  standing  on  her  Disruption  plat- 
form, and  to  proaeente  her  own  work  aa  a  Church  more  zealously  than  ever,  while 
in  sympathy  with  all  that  is  good  in  other  Churches,  and  in  readiness  for  all  fellowship 
and  onion  with  them  in  the  truth." 

Mr.  KiXOK  proceeded  to  say — ^Although  the  late  Act  abolishing  patronage  had 
been  passed  at  the  Disruption,  probably  it  would  not  by  itself  have  kept  us  in  or 
brooght  ns  back;  for  we  were  then  smarting  nnder  the  inroads  of  the  civil  courts 
aeroM  nearly  the  entire  line  of  our  Church's  jurisdiction.  And  probably  nothing 
would  have  contented  na  except  a  legislative  measure  which  fully  and  formally 
recognised  oor  rights,  and  which  waa  manifeatly  designed  to  save  ns  from  a  repetL 
tion  of  similar  wrongs.  Ought  this  Act  to  satisfy  ns  now)  I,  for  one,  have  never 
said,  and  cannot  now  say,  that  without  further  legislation  it  oughts 

No  doubt,  in  aopporting  the  motion  which  I  made  in  the  General  Assembly  of 
1874, 1  gaye  all  honour  to  the  author  of  the  measure,  aa  having  done  what  he  deaigned 
to  be  a  Chriatian,  patriotic  act.  I  gave  willing  credit  to  othera  connected  with  the 
paasing  of  it  for  having  been  actuated  by  a  similar  spirit.  And  I  ventured  to  declare 
ibat  if  ia  were  followed  up,  as  it  ought  to  be,  by  further  measures  of  legislation  and 
of  practical  administration,  it  might  be  the  beginning  of  good  unutterable  to  oor 
national  Preebyterianiam  and  to  Scotland. 

At  the  same  time,  from  the  first  I  condemned  all  legislative  action  that  ignored 
the  soonder  portions  of  our  Preabyterian  people  who  had  ao  suffered  from  the  evils 
that  were  now  at  length  being  acknowledged,  and  professedly  about  to  be  removed. 
1  eondemned  also  the  absence  of  any  proper  formal  recognition  of  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  Cbnrch.  And  I  certainly  never  meant  to  admit  the  sufficiency  of  any  State 
eaaetmente  wMeh  did  not  aboliah  all  power  in  the  Court  of  Telnda  to  interfere  with 
tbe  Chnreh'a  right  of  multiplying  by  her  own  authority  alone,  such  fully-equipped 
diargea  quoad  sacra,  aa  she  found  to  be  needful. 

Sven  were  the  proper  jurisdiction  of  the  Sstablished  Church  legally  declared, 
other  yitai  changes  in  her  condition  would  be  needful  to  make  way  for  union  with 
her.  A  dne  right  of  control  and  the  actual  exercise  of  an  effective  supervision  over 
her  teaefaers  of  theology,  and  oyer  the  theology  taught,  the  preaching  of  sound 
doctrine  and  the  ailencing  of  deadly  errors  in  her  pulpits,  a  growing  and  more 
manifeatly  geneial  earnestness  in  her  ministry,  the  evident  exercise  of  a  healthful 
discipline  over  her  members,  and  the  determination  to  maintain  a  simple  spiritual 
»ystem  of  gospel  worship  in  her  congregations — these,  and  other  evidences  of  a  return 
to  sonnd  Befomiatlon  principles,  and  of  the  revival  of  evangelical  religion  throughout 
her  borders,  wonid,  in  my  view,  be  indiapensable  pro-requisites  to  any  proposals  of 
union.  These  were  the  characteristics  of  that  revival  of  religion  in  the  Established 
Choreh  half  a  century  ago  that  raised  the  Evangelical  party  to  their  place  of  power 
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and  influence  before,  at,  and  after  the  Disruption ;  and  nothing  short  of  anch  a  nviTal 
in  the  Eatablishment  wonid,  so  long  as  we  continue  what  we  are,  induce  any  intel- 
ligent right-hearted  Free  Churchman  to  entertain  the  idea  of  a  union  with  it. 

Other  conditions  would  to' my  mind  be  absolutely  needful.  Thy  must  give  np 
their  efforts  to  break  down  our  ministers  one  by  one,  and  learn  to  deal  with  us  as  a 
Church  occupying  in  the  country  at  least  as  important  a  position  as  their  own. 
Further,  as  of  some  thirteen  hundred  thousands  of  pounds  that  Presbyterian  Scotland 
annually  contributes  for  the  gospel,  about  eleven  hundred  thousands  come  from  Chris- 
tian liberality,  and  only  three  hundred  thousand  at  most  come  from  national  resourcMy 
no  scheme  of  union  ought  to  be  tolerated  that  did  not  pnt  the  freewill  offerings  of 
the  people  in  the  foreground,  and  make  arrangements  for  its  continuance  and 
increase,  and  that,  while  stoutly  contending  for  the  continued  appropriation  of  exiat- 
ing  endowments  to  the  cause  of  Christ  did  not  so  far  as  possible  readjust  their 
allocation,  so  as  most  effectually  to  meet  the  spiritual  wants  of  the  more  necessitous 
of  the  population.  I  confess  that  even  were  all  these  healthful  changes  going  on  in 
the  state  and  prospects  of  the  Establishment,  T  could  not  contemplate  a  union  with 
it  without  much  anxiety,  when  I  remember  what  we  had  to  suffer  in  it  before,  and 
when  I  also  think  of  the  vigorous  reformation  that  still  would  have  to  be  carried 
forward,  and  that  would  tax  the  utmost  wisdom,  energy,  and  patience  of  the  largest 
possible  evangelical  party  within  it  successfully  to  accomplish. 

The  Established  Church,  in  its  constitution,  and  perhaps  still  more  in  its  aet- 
ings,  is  very  far  from  the  condition  required  to  awaken  the  prospect  or  desire  of  a 
union  with  it.  Wrong  as  it  was  for  the  Legislature  to  ignore  us  and  others  in  its 
late  actings,  it  was  worse  on  the  part  of  the  leaders  of  the  Established  Chnreh  to 
follow  op  these  actings  as  they  have  done.  Had  (hey  done  their  duty,  they  wonld 
at  once  have  resolved  never  to  rest  until  on  terms  honourable  to  each  section  of 
the  ancient  Church  of  Scotland,  while  conservative  of  its  principles  and  immunities, 
justice  was  done  to  Scottish  Presbyterianism.  But  what  have  they  done  9  And 
what  are  they  doing  1  They  make  no  stand  against  deadly  error  in  their  pulpits. 
They  make  way  for  a  flood  of  innovations  in  their  public  worship.  They  proclaim 
that  our  Disruption  was  a  mistake — that  we  ought  never  to  have  left  our  allianee 
with  the  State — ^that  our  Disruption  platform  is  untenable — tliat  we  should  take 
their  advice,  and  come  down  from  it  to  occupy  with  them  a  lower  platform — that 
their  liberty  is  a  State  gift — that  they  would  lose  it  again  rather  than  their  State 
provision — that  the  civil  court  has,  and  ought  to  have,  the  sole  power  to  decide  all 
questions  of  jurisdiction  for  the  Church,  as  well  as  for  itself. 

In  this  state  of  mind,  however  good  the  Church  constitution,  they  would  corrupt 
it  by  their  practice.  No  great  good  can  be  expected  from  them  to  the  country 
while  such  counsels  prevail.  They  seem  to  hold  their  rights  from  Csssar  rather 
than  from  Christ,  and  in  that  case,  of  course,  would  part  with  them  rather  thaa 
with  their  worldly  status  at  Ccesar's  bidding.  If  this  is  and  continues  true,  what 
ground  have  they  for  faith  in  Christ  t  What  warrant  to  look  for  His  blessings  or 
their  exercise  of  their  rights  1  Their  people,  too,  acenstomed  to  regatd  their  ligbt 
of  election  merely  as  a  State-given  boon,  will  be  tempted  to  use  it  in  a  seonlar 
spirit  Candidates  for  popular  favour  will  be  tempted  to  adapt  themselves  to 
popular  feeliug,  and  instructors  so  obtained  will  descend  to  the  level  on  whioh 
they  find  their  hearers.  The  absence  of  the  conscientious  claim  and  determinaUoa 
to  hold  these  rights  as  office-bearers  and  members  of  the  Church  from  Christ  alone 
will  thus  make  way  for  a  depressing  deadening  influence  to  reign  throughout  thetr 
courts  and  congregations,  and  to  render  itself  manifest  in  oorresponding  fruits. 

The  office-bearers  and  members  of  our  Church  generally  have,  I  am  eonvinoed^ 
an  instinctive  belief  in  and  sympathy  with  these  views,  and  will,  if  rightly  dealt 
with,  act  accordingly.  Our  friends  in  the  Establishment  wUl  not  find  much  ao- 
eeptance  with  our  people,  so  long  as  they  cry  down  the  Disruption  of  184S.  la 
fact,  if  they  desire  a  reconstruction  of  Scottish  Presbyterianism,  they  must  just 
come  to  occupy  substantially  that  very  platform  as  the  only  scriptural  ground  on 
which  a  Church  can  stand  and  be  faithful  to  her  Head.  When  they  are  brought 
to  that  state  of  mind  they  will  confess  the  wrong  which  they  have  done  to  great 
^Scripture  truths,  and  seek  in  a  more  becoming  way  fellowship  with  those  by  whom 
these  truths  are  held.  They  may,  unhappily,  pursue  a  different  conrse.  They 
may  seek  to  strengthen  themselves  by  what   has  been  aptly  termed  a  '*  mouse* 
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Irmp  tfid  bifd-lime  policy."  Tfaey  may  mistake  nnmben  for  strength,  and  popularity 
with  the  ignoxaat  and  thoughtless  for  principle ;  bat  in  that  case  they  only 
deoeiTe  themaelTes  with  an  oatward  show  of  prosperity  which  Teils  oyer  a  state 
of  spiritual  weakness  and  of  moral  degradation  that  shall  have  an  ill  ending 
both  for  themselTes  and  for  the  eoantry.  Oar  people  have  a  tolerably  dis- 
tinct perception  of  these  things^  and,  if  wisely  and  fslthfally  dealt  with,  will  act 
«eeordingly. 

In  guarding  office-bearers  and  members  of  oar  Church,  however,  against  pos- 
aible  tendencies  towards  the  Established  Charch  in  its  present  condition,  yon  must 
take  care  not  to  attempt  applying  a  remedy  which  many  will  deem  worse  than  the 
Viiseaae.  Ton  mast  not,  while  protecting  and  presenting  prominently  the  doctrine 
of  the  Chnreh's  jarisdiction,  cast  overboard  or  cover  up  from  view  the  Choroh's 
pecoliarly  distinctive  doctrine  of  national  obligation  to  Clirist.  The  first  of  these 
doctrines,  apart  from  the  second,  is  not  the  distinctive  doctrine  of  oar  Charch. 
In  holding  the  one  doctrine  and  discarding  the  other,  there  is  no  distinction  be- 
tween onr  Charch  and  all  the  Chnrches,  all  the  divisions  and  subdivisions  of  reli- 
^oniats  in  Britain.  Our  pecnliarly  distinctive  doctrine  is  that,  while  holding  in  all 
its  integrity  the  spiritoal  freedom  of  the  Choreh  to  serve  Christ  aeoording  to  His 
Word,  we  hold,  in  harmonioos  combination  with  that  principle,  the  daty  of  the 
«ivU  magistrate  to  own  the  presence  of  the  Charch  as  Christ's  Charch  in  the  land, 
and,  as  oceasion  permits  and  requires,  to  aid  her  in  her  Christian  services. 

In  the  Claim  of  Bight,  Declaration,  and  Protest  which,  in  May  1842,  the  year 
before  the  Disraptlon,  the  General  Assembly  (by  the  mtgority  which  we  constituted) 
jMiopted  and  presented  to  the  British  Legislature,  there  occur  such  expressions  as 
the  following : — "  At  the  risk  of  suffering  the  loss  of  the  public  advantages  of  an 
Establishment,  they  will  refuse  to  intrndie  ministers,"  &c.  *' Their  submission  "  to 
the  above  loas  "shall  not  be  deemed  an  aeqaiescence  therein,  but  it  shall  be  free  to 
the  members  of  this  Charch  or  their  successors  at  any  time  hereafter,  when  there 
chall  be  a  prospect  of  obtaining  justice,  to  claim  the  restitution  of  all  such  civil 
rights  and  privUeges,  and  terapo^  benefits  and  endowments,  as  for  the  present 
th^  may  be  oompellod  to  yield  np,  in  order  to  preserve  to  their  office-bearers  tie 
free  exercise  of  their  spiritual  government  and  discipline,  and  to  their  people  the 
libertiea  of  whioh,  respectively,  it  has  been  attempted,  so  contrary  to  law  and  jns- 
tiee,  to  deprive  them."  "  And  finally,  the  General  Assembly  invite  the  office-bearers 
«nd  members  of  this  Church  to  anite  in  supplication  to  Almighty  God  .  .  .  that  in 
Hia  own  good  time  He  woald  restore  to  them  these  benefits,  the  fruits  of  the 
stmgglea  and  sufferings  of  their  fibthers  in  times  past  in  the  same  cause ;  and  there- 
after give  them  grace  to  employ  them  more  effectually  than  hitherto  they  have  done 
for  the  msnifestation  of  His  gloiy.** 

In  the  Protest  of  May  1848,  we  say,  with  reference  to  the  Claim,  Declaration,  and 
Protest  of  the  previous  jear.  May  1842,  "The  Claim,  Declaration,  and  Protest  of 
the  General  Assembly  which  convened  at  Bdinburgh  in  1842  shall  be  holden  as 
sotting  forth  the  tkuu  oovbtitution  or  tei  said  Chuboh.*' 

On  80th  Msy  1843  the  General  Assembly,  in  approving  of  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Interim  Supply  of  Ordinances,  "  enjoUi  the  several  Presbyteries  to 
reeord  the  Protest  taken  on  the  1 8  th  of  May,  together  with  the  Deed  of  Demission, 
at  the  beginning  of  the  Presbytery  books,  as  the  ground  and  warrant  of  their  pro- 
ceedings, leaving  a  sufficient  space  for  receiving  the  signatures  of  the  present  or 
Idtore  members  of  Presbyteries,  as  well  ss  the  elders  within  their  bounds." 

The  Glasgow  Assembly,  six  months  thereafter,  that  is  on  October  24, 1848,  in 
their  Act  anent  synodical  amngements,  *'  appoint  that  the  Synods  shall  order  to 
be  recorded  in  the  minutes  of  their  first  diet  the  Protest  of  the  18th  of  May  last, 
the  Act  of  SeparaUon,  and  Deed  of  Dliemission  snbsequently  agreed  upon  and 
ezeeated." 

On  the  day  of  the  Disraptlon,  Dr.  Welsh,  in  his  sermon,  said — ^  In  regard  to 
tke  doty  of  the  State  to  afford  eonntenanoe  and  support  to  institutions  of  a  scrip- 
tsraJ  form  of  worship,  we  are  all  at  one."    On  the  same  day  Dr.  Chalmers,  from  the 
Jfodeimtor'a  chair,  said  among  other  things — "  Beware  of  compromising  the  autho- 
rity of  Christ  over  the  kings  and  governments  of  earth,  and  the  counterpart  duty  of 
Ibese  governments  to  uphold  religion  in  the  world.  .  .  .  We  are  the  advocates  for 
a  national  recognition  and  national  support  of  religion — and  we  are  not  Yoluniaries." 
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Next  day  Dr.  Caadlish  said — **  I  irntt  we  shall  be  enabled  to  maintain  vneompro^ 
mised  our  principle  of  a  religious  establishment  I  trust  we  shall  resist  eveiy 
notion  or  proposal  of  an  incorporating  union  with  any  Church  that  differs  from  m 
on  that  poinL*' 

The  Act»  1846,  e.  12,  adopting  the  formula,  declares  "that  the  Church  firmly 
maintains  the  same  scriptural  principles  as  to  the  duty  of  nations  and  their  rulera 
to  true  religion  and  the  Church  for  which  she  has  hitherto  contended." 

In  Act  Ylll.,  1850,  all  Presbyteries  are  enjoined  to  ascertain  that  members- 
applying  for  admission  to  the  Free  Church  from  other  denominations  understand 
and  maintain  these  principles.  With  reference  to  which  principles,  one  of  the  ques- 
tions to  be  answered  is — "  Is  the  applicant  well  acquainted  with  events  and  contro- 
versies which  led  to  the  Disruption  between  this  Church  and  the  State  in  I  Sis'! 
and  are  the  Presbytery  satisfied  of  his  adherence  to  the  principles  maintained  by 
the  Church  at  that  period  1 " 

In  1851  the  Qeneral  Assembly  issued  a  len^hened  **  Act  and  Declaration  anent 
the  Publication  of  our  Churofals  Subordinate  Standards,"'  &c.,  in  which  occur  such 
words  as  these — '*  She  has  always  atrenuously  advocated  the  doctrine  taught  in  holj 
Scripture,  that  nations  and  rulers  are  bound  to  own  the  truth  of  God,  and  to  advanee 
the  kingdom  of  His  Son;"  and  that  "ahe  holds  still,  and  will  continue  to  hold,"* 
firmly  to  the  last,  **  this  duty  of  rulers.'* 

In  1853,  the  tenth  year  from  the  Disruption,  the  General  Assembly  came  to  a 
strong  deliTcrance  to  this  effect : — (1)  That  this  Church  maintain,  unaltered  and 
uncompromised,  the  principles  set  forth  in  the  Claim,  Declaration,  and  Protest  of 
1842  and  the  Protest  of  1848,  relative  to  the  lawfulness  and  obligation  of  a  scrip- 
lural  alliance  between  the  Church  of  Christ  and  the  State,  ftc. ;  (2)  That  while  it  Is 
free  to  the  members  of  this  Church,  or  their  successors,  at  any  time  when  Uiere  shall 
be  a  prospect  of  obtaining  justice,  to  claim  restitution  of  sueh  rights  and  prirllegesy 
and  temporal  benefits  and  endowments,  which  they  were  compelled  to  yield  up,  there 
is  not  any  present  call  to  take  any  such  step,  Ac. ;  (3)  That  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
Clmrch  all  the  more  on  this  account  to  sidopt  measures  for  keeping  before  the 
minds  of  the  people,  and  especially  the  rising  generation,  the  principles  which  this 
Church  holds,  and  the  position  which  she  ooeupiea  as  the  Free  Protesting  Church  of 
Scotland ;  (4)  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  diffuse  information  as  to  our  prin- 
ciples and  position,  Ac  In  proposing  this  motion.  Dr.  Candlish  said — '*  For  my 
part,  so  far  from  having  any  inclination  to  accommodate  our  principles  and  praetioe 
to  the  principles  and  practice  of  the  other  non-established  Churches  in  Scotland,  I 
confess  that  to  my  mind,  and  I  believe  that  to  the  minds  of  many,  the  Yolontuy 
principle,  as  it  is  called,  has  come  out  sinee  the  Disruption  as  an  infinitely  worse 
thing  than  we  ever  thought." 

Again,  in  1857,  Mr.  Wilson,  of  Dundee,  in  submitting  a  report  on  the  prineiples 
oF  the  Free  Church,  says — **  Tour  committee  liave  addressed  a  circular  to  all  the 
Presbyteries  of  the  Church,  setting  forth  the  importance  of  keeping  prominently 
before  the  members  of  the  Free  Church  the  nature  and  value  of  her  distinctive  prin- 
ciples, as  a  testimony  against  Erastianism  on  the  one  hand,  and  Voluntaryism  on 
the  other."  In  that  document  it  is  said — "  Tour  committee  are  perssaded  tliat 
these  principles  have  lost  none  of  their  vitality  and  power,  and  that  the  mainten« 
ance  of  them  is  now,  perhaps  more  than  ever,  importsnt  to  the  wellbelng  of 
the  Church  and  kingdom.** 

In  1859  the  (General  Assembly  resolved — ^"That  on  the  Sabbath  Immediately 
before  each  meeting  of  the  General  Assembly,  or  on  such  other  Sabbaths  as  the 
General  Assembly  may  appoint,  every  minister  shall  direct  the  special  attentioii 
of  his  people  to  the  facts  and  principles  of  the  Disruption  in  1843." 

In  1860,  the  General  Assembly  framed  "  a  Declaratory  Act  anent  the  trial  of 
stadents  and  licensing  of  probationers,"  &c.  In  that  Act  it  is  provided,  inter  aiia, 
"  that  no  Presbytery  shall  receive  any  student  upon  trials  unless  they  are  satisfied 
that  he  holds  the  principles  of  this  Church,  as  to  the  independence  of  the  Chureb^ 
nnd  the  duties  of  nations  and  their  rulers  in  reference  to  true  religion  and  tlie 
Church  of  Christ."  And,  "  for  the  better  observance  of  this  Act^"  the  General 
Assembly  ordained  that  a  copy  shall  be  transmitted  to  each  Professor  of  Divinity 
in  the  Colleges  of  the  Free  Church,  and  that  the  said  Professors  shall  read  the 
same  in  their  respective  halls  once  at  least  during  every  session,  fto. 
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At  the  b^iinninjr  of  1860  there  waa  laid  on  the  table  of  the  Commission  a 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Auembly  on  the  CardroBS  case,  of  which  the  foIlowin<^ 
is  an  extract: — "  Now,  it  is  important  to  obserre  that  there  were  produced  in  the 
ciTil  coorta  by  \he  defanderB  (ie.,  the  Free  Chureh),  at  the  very  outset  of  these 
aetiom,  the  foresaid  aereral  docomenta — (1),  The  Claim  of  Right ;  (2),  the  Pro- 
tcBt ;  (8),  the  Deed  of  DemlatloB ;  and  (4),  the  Formula  or  tow  signed  by  the  pnr- 
gaer.  These  aeTeral  doeumenta  form  what  baa  been  called  by  Mr.  M'Millan  '  the 
eontiaet.*  In  reality  they  form,  with  the  Confession  of  Faith  and  other  standards 
to  which  the  foresaid  dooamenta  refer,  thb  ooNBTiruTioir  of  the  Free  Church  of 
Scotland,  to  wfaich  its  members  and  office-bearers  are  held  to  hare  given  their 
idherenee  by  the  simple  laoi  of  becoming  members  of  that  Church.** 

There  ean  be  no  jnst  qaeationing  of  the  position  taken  up  by  the  Free  Church 
in  1843,  or  of  the  core  with  whieh  for  many  years  thereafter  she  continued  to  de- 
clare it 

While  no  one  hsTing  the  slightest  soqnalntance  with  the  proceedings  of  our 
Ckardi  at  the  Dismption,  and  for  more  than  twenty  years  after  it,  can  be  ignorant 
of  her  diaiinetiTe  principles  being  aa  I  haye  represented  them,  the  policy  pursued 
for  the  last  ten  years,  if  really  and  sneeessfhlly  persisted  in,  will  stamp  a  quite  new 
ebaiaeter  upon  her,  and  turn  her  into  a  rery  different  body  from  that  of  the  Free 
Protesting  Chnreh  of  Seotland.  I  am  far  from  saying  or  thinking  that  this  is  the 
design  of  all  who  hare  more  or  leas  helped  on  that  policy.  There  is,  for  instance, 
oar  esteemed  and  honoored  friend  Sir  Henry  Moncreiff.  Why,  it  does  good  to  one 
to  liaten  to  the  ring  of  saeh  utterances  aa  hia  repeated  letters  hare  lately  sent  over 
Seotland.  Bat  we  have  latterly  had  too  often  to  abide  the  ring  of  vastly  inferior 
metal  in  the  utterances  of  some  other  parties.  And  the  only  explanation,  or  at 
lesat  the  rMdiest  to  be  given  is,  that  having  for  the  moat  part  come  into  official 
exlfltenee  aince  the  Disruption,  they  have  failed  to  catch  its  spirit,  and  seem  un- 
happily to  tliink  themselves  eaUed  to  be  the  prophets  of  a  new  syatem,  under  which 
it  shall  not  be  required,  or,  indeed,  poaaibly  mneh  longer,  to  recognise  the  Church 
of  1848. 

The  statement  was  made  some  nine  years  ago  that  our  Church  must  break  with 
the  past^  and  take  up  a  new  position  for  the  Kitnre.    Had  that  statement  merely 
meant  that  the  present  Batablishmetits  of  religion  ought  to  be  removed,  and  that  no 
sinular  Eatabliabments  need  expect  or  should  be  allowed  to  take  their  place,  I  for 
one  am  not  prepared  to  say  that  I  out  and  out  disagree  with  the  statement.    For  at 
the  Diamption,  and  slnee  it,  my  avowed  opinion  was,  and  has  continued  to  be,  that 
existing  Establishments  are  doomed,  and  righteously  doomed,  considering  both  the 
eerroptness  of  their  constitution  and  the  eorroptness  of  their  practices.    But  I  utterly 
revolt  firom  the  statement  so  far  as  it  throws  discredit  on  either  of  the  two  principles 
bv  whieh  our  Clinreh  is  known  among  the  Churches  and  in  the  world.    These  prin- 
ciples are  as  imperishable  and  vital  as  the  supremacy  of  Christ  as  King  in  Zion  and 
King  of  kings.     These  principles  were  embodied  in  the  forms  given  to  them  at  the 
setting  up  of  the  Reformed  Chureh  of  Scotland.    In  course  of  ages  these  forms  have 
become  corrupt,  disfigured,  offensive,  desecrated,  and  perverted  to  other  objects  than 
those  whieh  they  were,  at  first-,  and  for  a  time,  employed  to  protect  and  forward. 
And  probably  they  are  past  mending,  and  ought  to  give  way  to  forms  more  adapted 
to  the  existing  exlgendes  of  society,  and  to  the  corresponding  duties  of  the  Church. 
Bat  the  prfnelples  whieh  these  forms  embodied  are  not  worn  out  like  the  forma 
themselves.     As  Dr.  CandUsh,  in  hia  manse  speech  in  1855,  said  of  them,  "  They 
ars  not  principles  belonging  to  any  particular  time  and  place,  but  applicable  to  every 
Chureh,  whecerer  situated,  and  in  whatever  country  and  circumstances,  and  woe  be 
to  the  Free  Chnreh  if  ever  she  be  found  even  appearing  to  underrate  the  magnitude 
and  importanee  of  these  prineiplea.    Moat  of  all,  woe  to  her,  if  it  be  so  in  a  crisis 
tike  that  which  now  appeara  to  be  impending  over  Christendom ;  for,  if  ever  these 
principles  were  important  in  the  history  of  the  world,  they  are  important  now,  and 
sre  likely  to  become  more  and  more  Important  as  years  run  on."    These  things 
being  so,  I  ean  understand  and  sympathise  with  Free  Churchmen  who  deny  the 
right  of  the  present  Establishment  to  occupy  its  present,  unjustly  acquired,  unjustly 
letained  State-given  position.     But  I  cannot  understand  how  any  real  Free  Church- 
man is  entitled  to  move  for  its  overthrow  without  at  the  same  time  having  and 
avowing  a  preferable  plan  for  disposing  of  its  reaources  so  as  to  promote  and  secure 
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the  more  effeetnal  maintenanee  nationally  of  religion  in  tho  eoontrj.  I  for  obo  eoold 
not  bold  office  in  oar  Chorch,  if  ready  to  bre^  her  connection  with  the  paat^  bj 
dropping  from  her  conBtitotion  or  her  testimony  tiihtx  of  the  grand  prinoiplea  com- 
mitted to  her  trast.  Bat,  according  to  the  pleadings  and  plans  and  proceedings  of 
some  parties  within  oar  Charch,  so  fiar  as  I  can  see  what  is  inevitably  inrolT^  in 
them,  we  most  now  abandon  oar  Claim  of  Bights,  oar  Disruption  platform,  and  our 
diatincti?e  principles  as  a  Charch.  Sadowments,  however  properly  conditioned, 
mast,  as  a  Church  doctrine,  be  given  np,  and  saeh  as  exiet  most  be  appiopiiatad  to 
other  parposes.  Establishmeat  of  religion,  in  every  shape  and  form,  most,  in  doc- 
trine  as  well  as  practice,  be  given  np.  Legislative  recognition  of  tme  religion,  as 
Bach,  mast  be  given  ap.  Covenanted  obligations  of  this  nation  and  its  mlers  to 
Christ,  His  tratb,  aad  His  service  mast  be  wholly  given  ap.  Union  mnst  be  eooght 
after  with  other  Charches  which  hold  that  the  Legislatare  of  this  coantry  shoald 
obliterate  all  references  to  religion  from  the  laws,  and  henceforth  deal  exclosively 
with  temporal  things.  It  is  demanded  that  whatever  personal  liberty  of  opinion  and 
of  indlTidoal  action  remains,  we  mast  seek  after  a  onion  in  which  we  mnst  abandon, 
as  a  Charch,  oar  doctrines  and  our  testimony  in  reference  to  national  religioas  obli- 
gation, so  that  no  sach  testimony  shall  be  longer  heard  from  os,  thongn  the  civil 
government  henceforth  avowedly  takes  nothing  to  do  with  religion  except  to  protest 
agidnst  aU  religions  alike — thoagh  the  Bible  disappears  from  the  statute  book — 
thoagh  ProteBtantism  disappears  from  the  base  of  the  Monarch's  throne — thoagh 
prayer  disappears  from  all  the  civil  courts  of  the  coantry — ^though  the  teaching 
of  the  Bible  disappears  horn  all  the  national  schools  of  the  kingdom — though  the 
Sabbath  is  left  withont  any  legfA  protectlon^and  though  ^1  other  religions 
manifestationB  by  the  civil  government,  as  such,  shall  cease  from  the  land. 

It  is  farther  required  that  we  have  no  Charch  constitution  except  what  the 
majority  in  oar  Church  courts  is  pleased  at  any  time  to  declare  the  eonatitution  to 
be.  It  is  at  the  same  time  required  that  all  the  property  gifted  to  our  Church  by 
her  Bisraption  friends  and  others  shall  withont  question  be  thirled  to  whatever 
decisions  are  thus  arrived  at  in  this  Sapreme  Court  In  this  way  the  independence 
claimed  is  coming  to  be  a  claim  to  do  with  our  Chureh  property  as  well  as  with  our 
principles  what  a  minority  is  pleased  to  determine.  Fitting  in  with  all  this,  it  shall, 
it  seems,  continne  to  be  for  an  open  lamentation  that  the  union  lately  aim«d  at  was 
not  accomplished,  and  the  determination  is  avowed  that  even  the  Mutual  Bligiblllty 
Act  shall  not,  if  some  people  get  their  will,  be  long  permitted  to  stand  in  the  way 
of  such  a  union.  And  when  any  *'  advanced  thinkers,"  sa  they  like  to  be  considered, 
rise  np  among  us,  it  shall  be  their  privilege  to  advocate  even  a  looser  and  wider  union 
still — an  incorporating  union,  in  fact»  with  any  society  which  contains  enough  truth 
to  produce  what  is  deemed  spiritual  life  among  its  members.  It  is  also  apparently 
being  arranged  that  the  banner  of  the  Church,  if  it  continues  blue  at  all,  and  is  not 
rather  to  be  henceforth  one  of  many  colours,  shall  at  all  events  cease  to  bear  the 
motto  displayed  on  it  for  centuries,  and  inatead  of  reading  for  Christ's  Crown  and 
Covenant,  shall  drop  the  last  half  of  the  inscription,  and  henceforth  read  only  for 
Christ's  Crown. 

The  spiritual  independence  thus  asserted  does  not  necessarily  and  will  not  long 
actually  amount  to  anything  beyond  the  kind  of  spiritual  independence  equally 
claimed  by  the  endless  sects  of  religionists  in  this  country,  includhug  Jumpers  and 
Shakers,  ITnitsrians,  and  Papists,  Jews  and  Mohammedans.  It  is  at  best  a  claim  to 
be  let  alone,  left  in  freedom,  by  dvil  government  to  practise  what  religious  rites  we 
please  nnder  the  general  law  of  toleration.  The  poaition  thus  being  taken  op  ro> 
quires  the  civil  msgiBtrate  in  his  lawa  to  make  no  distincti(«i  between  Christ  and 
the  many  antichrists  that  are  in  the  land.  That  is  not  the  doctrine  of  our  Free 
Church.  The  doctrines  of  our  Charch,  which  all  her  office-bearers  have  engaged  and 
hold  their  offices  under  a  solemn  engagement  to  maintain,  is  that  the  Church  ia  aub- 
ject  to  Christ  alone  in  spiritoal  things,  and  that  the  nation  by  iU  rulers  is  snlgeet 
to  Him  alone  in  tempoxal  things ;  that  His  Word  binds  all  mlers  to  whom  it  comes, 
to  own  His  Charch  as  such  wherever  it  exists  within  their  territories,  and  so  respect 
her  jurisdiction  as  derived  from  Him,  and  as  they  would  have  Hisblessittg,  and  pro- 
mote the  public  order  and  wellbein&  to  acknowledge  the  truth  revealed  eoncerning 
Him,  and  in  their  laws  and  administration  to  favour  and  assist  the  propagation  of 
His  gospel  and  the  maintenance  of  gospel  ordinanoea  thionghout  the  land  whioh 
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Ikef  gorem.  These  are  the  prineiplei  of  onr  DlBnipiion  Cfanreh,  the  Free  Pro- 
teitliig  Chureh  of  ScoUuid.  This  U  the  only  doctrine  that  can  eontlnne  to  identifj 
u  with  the  Free  Church  of  1818,  and  with  what  we  then  claimed  .atill  to  be  the 
Chnrcih  of  SeoUand  aei  np  in  1 560.  Any  other  doctrine,  inch  a  doctrine  as  secmi 
to  be  now  thinet  forward  for  aeoep(anee,  will  make  thia  Church,  at  beat,  bnt  nine 
yeara  old,  the  Ohnreh  of  1867. 

The  plea  lor  the  orertorea  on  thla  anbject  ia  the  alleged  danger  caoaed  by  the 
handle  being  made  of  the  late  antl>Patronage  Act.  The  danger  in  which  this  Charch 
ia  of  BnfKexing  from  an  orer-Haroorable  yiew  of  the  poaition  and  prospecta  of  the 
Balabliahed  Ohueh  ia  overrated.  If  there  ia  danger,  we  are  oaraelyes  the  canae  of  it 
By  the  very  noiae  which  we  hare  been  making  over  the  country,  we  tempt  many  to 
tl^nk  we  begin  to  feel  onr  weakneaa.  Bnch  nndae  alarma  are  thoa  enough  to  tempt 
eone  to  leare  oa  as  imta  are  aaid  to  eacape  from  what  seema  a  sinking  ahip. 

Then,  by  the  manifeat  tendency  of  your  proceedings  to  make  our  true  diatinctire 
jirinelplea  diaa|»pear  under  the  piUful  form  of  one  of  them  which  you  are  thrustiag 
vpon  onr  Church  in  the  room  of  them  both,  you  are,  in  the  conviction  of  many  of 
the  beat  frienda  of  the  Choreh,  tempting  her  to  prove  unfaithful  to  glorious  trutha 
•peeially  committed  to  her  keeping.    You  are  thua  forcing  them  in  their  perplexity 
and  fear  to  begin  to  deapair  of  deliverance  from  within  our  Church,  and  to  look  beyond 
ii»  wondering  whether  from  what  haa  up  till  now  been  the  most  unlikely  quarter 
deltveranee  may  not  after  all  one  day  come.     And  they  are  thus  naturally  led  to 
xnention  any  aymptoma  which  they  can  discern  of  that  being  perhaps  destined  to 
prove  the  aooroe  of  aafety  to  the  principlea  you  are  aupposed  to  be  preparing  to 
&Uandon.    And  beeanae  in  the  moat  dlatant  and  inde6nite  and  problematical  manner 
two  or  three  are  led  to  give  utteranoe  to  this  laat  idea,  even  though  they  be  aa  utterly 
opposed  aa  ever  to  the  preaent  atate  of  the  Eatabliahed  Chureh,  they  are  openly  as- 
sailed in  a  manner  offenaire  alike  for  ita  untruthful neas  and  its  malignity.     I  refer 
more  immediately  to  treatment  of  brethren  in  the  North,  and  to  the  treatment  of  one 
of  them  in  partienlar.    That  brother  ao  held  hia  peace  for  yean  that  even  intimate 
Mends  did  not  aeem  to  know  hia  aentimenta.    Meanwhile  he  preached  the  gospel 
iseeasantly  £ur  and  wide  till  his  injured  eonstitution  has  repeatedly  threatened  to 
break  np.    Any  time  that  he  haa  interfered  in  thia  connection  has  been  to  prevent 
the  fiatal  misehiefB  by  **  nnionlat  '*  folly.    Yet  when  at  length  with  hia  deep  eon- 
wietlons  of  what  ia  due  to  Christ,  and  what  the  Church  haa  engaged  him  to  hold  ea 
owin^  by  the  Church  uid  nation  to  Cbriat,  he  waa  compelled  to  give  utterance  to 
those  eonTictiona,  while  hia  loyalty  to  our  Chureh  and  to  her  Head  is  unimpeachable, 
he  ia  reviled  in  your  organ  aa  the  Highland  Ahitophel,  traitor  to  both  tlie  Church 
and  to  her  Head,  and  aa  like  the  falae  prophet  going  from  hill  to  hill  to  corse  the 
people  of  Qod.    Let  that  and  similar  treatment  be  repeated  for  a  little,  and  you  will 
lose  the  hearta  of  the  vaat  body  of  your  intelligent  and  earnest  members  in  the  North. 
Thsj  greatly  miaoalcnlate  who  fancy  that  alienating  to  other  purpoeea  than  the 
maintenance  of  the  worahlp  of  Gk>d  the  national  property  consecrated  to  it,  will 
almpltiy  the  oonrae  which  they  would  have  thinga  to  take  in  favour  of  a  general 
union,  and  seenre  anooeaa  to  it.    The  men  are  hnpraeticable  and  pernicious  theo- 
risto,  who  professedly  in  the  service  of  the  goapel,  would  free  the  rulera  of  this  land 
from  positire  and  aetive  doty  to  the  Word  and  eauae  and  Chureh  of  Chriat,  and  secu- 
larise raligiona  endowments,  and  labour  to  eradicate  the  traditiona  and  inatincta  of 
oar  SeotUah  nationality,  and  dream  of  thua  apreading  religion,  union,  and  peace 
throoghoot  our  borders.    Instead  of  such  men  urging  us  to  leave  the  Church,  they 
had  better  eonaider  what  eonaisteney  requirea  at  their  own  hands.    I  know  what  I 
should  feel  bound  to  do  had  I  aueh  opiniona.    But  I  want  nobody  within  our  Church 
to  leave  it.    I  only  wiah  that  all  would  really  keep  on  the  high  and  sacred  platform 
aisigned  to  na,  atanding  there,  and  working  there  at  our  several  poata  of  -duty,  and 
ae  present  the  true  rallying  ground  for  the  unhappily  divided  Presbyterian  population 
of  our  ooantry.    We  muat  hold  either  that  the  mlera  of  thia  land  are  bound,  in  their 
lawa  and  their  adminlatraUon,  to  pay  homage  to  Chriat,  by  owning  and  helping  His 
Chordi  in  her  Ohriatian  aervicea,  or  we  muat  hold  that  they  are  not     If  we  hold 
that  they  are  not  so  bound,  why  don't  we  say  ao  openly,  distinctly,  and  resolutely, 
and  so  take  onr  place  among  avowed  and  consistent  Yoluntaries  1    If  we  hold  that 
it  ia  their  dnty  thoa  to  offer  homage  to  Chriat,  what  right  hare  we,  who  gare  ua  the 
i^i  to  be  sUent  toward  them,  about  their  dutyl  to  eonceal  it  from  them?  to 
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speak  to  them  as  if  it  were  not  their  dutj  1  We  hare  bound  oonelrea  to  _ 
to  them  and  press  on  them  their  daty  to  "maintain  piety,  jostiee,  and  peaoe,' 
to  see  to  it  "  that  all  the  ordinances  of  God  be  dnly  settled,  adminutend,  and. 
observed/'  and  to  warn  them  that  the  kingdom  imd  nation  that  will  not  aeira  thee 
(the  Church)  shall  perish,  and  that  'Hhat  nation  shall  be  utterly  wasted."  Arm 
you  proposing  to  speak  thus  to  the  rulers  of  the  landl  Are  yon  not  proposing  to 
do  the  very  opposite  1  Are  yon  not  proposing  to  tell  them  to  withdraw  all  help 
from  the  Church,  to  secularise  her  property,  and  heneeforth  to  treat  all  religioBn, 
true  and  false  alike,  by  entirely  separating  legislation  from  religion  altogetJier.  la 
doing  this  yon  are  strengthening  the  EsiabUshed  Church,  and  eansing  many  to  look 
oat  for  some  escape  from  the  gulf  of  Yoluntaiyism,  and  to  look  out  for  a  positloia 
on  which  their  principles  may  still  be  preserved.  And  while  we,  as  a  Ghnreh,  saanam 
and  maintain  this  attitude  to  the  rulers  of  the  land,  and  to  their  Lord  and  onn,  wfaa4 
if  He  suddenly  come  to  reckon  with  the  rulers  and  with  ns !  The  truth  at  stake  i» 
a  rock  on  which  any  Church  that  rushes  will  be  broken  to  pieces,  and  which  fallio^ 
on  a  Church  will  grind  it  to  powder. 

It  is  evident  from  the  sentiments  expressed  in  the  Synod  of  a  sister  Chmdi  thnt 
a  union  is  still  looked  for  between  that  Church  and  ours  on  the  ground  of  onr  giringr 
up  as  a  Church  our  principles  of  national  obligation  to  Christ.  That  ia,  the  Fro» 
Church  shall  cease  as  a  Church  to  hold  that  legislative  recognition  of  tme  religioB, 
as  such,  and  national  aid  towards  its  propagation  and  maintenance  are  obligmtions 
which  Christ,  in  His  Word,  lays  on  our  rulers.  We  are  to  cease  to  hold  thai 
doctrine  in  order  to  our  union  with  a  Church  which  holds  the  opposite  doctrine 
which  holds  that  civil  rulers  are  not  only  not  bound,  but  aetoally  forbidden  by- 
Christ  in  His  Word  to  legislate  in  favour  of  His  truth,  or  to  give  any  of  the  nation's 
resources  to  uphold  it.  In  the  proposed  united  Church,  individoal  members  may 
hold  and  express  what  views  they  please  on  the  subject  But  the  united  Chnreli 
as  a  Church  must  refuse  all  State  and  all  legislative  sanction  to  the  tmth,  and  prae- 
tically  act  only  on  the  *'  Yoluntary  "  principle  by  which  onr  own  distinetive  prin* 
ciples  are  subverted  and  set  aside.  This  is  the  degrading  anti-scriptural  poaition 
proposed  for  us.  The  proposal  of  it  is  simply  a  proposal  that  we  abuidon  onr  plat- 
form as  the  Free  Protesting  Church  of  Scotland.  Now,  if  any  among  ns  are  benl 
on  such  a  union,  why  don't  they  go  over  themselves  into  such  a  union,  and  let  oar 
Church  alone?  Let  our  ministers 4n  rural  parishes  and  in  other  distriots  bear  for  a 
time,  as  I  know  they  are  called  to  bear,  the  irksome,  irritating  preeenoe  and  pro* 
cet'dings  of  Established  ministers,  whose  position  is  as  offensive  as  their  eonduct  in 
pernicious.  And,  if  meanwhile  we  shall  self-denyingly,  aealously,  and  prayerfully 
persevere  in  the  work  which  lies  to  us  as  a  Church  to  do,  we  shall  serve  the  caoae 
of  Christ,  and  secure  our  own  peace  and  wellbeing,  and  prepare  the  way  for  a  better 
state  of  things  in  Scotland  more  effectually  than  by  any  ecelesiaatieal  arrangementa 
which  expediency,  at  the  expense  of  our  principles,  dictates,  or  by  any  politieal 
movements,  to  which  a  sense  of  injustice  might  naturally  tempt 

Dr.  THOMAS  SMITH,  in  aeoonding  Mr.  Nixon's  motion,  disclaimed  on  theiMUt 
of  what  was  called  the  anti-nnion  party,  any  intention  to  bolster-op  the  Batabliahed 
Church.  He  held  that  they  were  hi  danger  of  misstating  the  prineiples  of  the  Free 
Church,  and  of  leading  others  to  misapprehend  and  misstate  them,  if  they  only  said 
that  it  was  given  to  them  to  maintain  what  they  called  the  spiritual  independence  of 
the  Church,  without  also  stating  that  it  was  given  to  them  to  maintain  the  supre- 
macy of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  as  Mediator  over  all  the  world.  With  regard  to  Sir 
Henry  MoncreifiTs  remarks  as  to  the  position  of  the  Established  Chureh,  he  would 
have  come  to  the  same  conclusion  as  Sir  Heniy  had  done  by  a  much  shorter  mode  ; 
because,  in  his  opinion,  the  Established  Church  had  never  aongfat  spiritual  independ* 
ence,  and  if  spiritual  independence  was  given  to  it^  he  believed  that  it  would  not 
count  it  a  boon,  because  it  would  not  know  what  to  do  with  it  He  did  not  think 
it  in  accordance  with  Christian  expediency,  or  with  Presbyterian  order  and  forms, 
to  commit  into  the  hands  of  any  committee  the  irresponsible  power  of  representing 
this  Church  in  the  eyes  of  its  own  people  and  of  the  worid  outside.  He  had  no 
objection  to  a  committee  giving  forth  any  statement  of  the- principles  of  the  Chnrcli; 
but  he  would  most  strenuously  and  nnifonnly  protest  against  oommittlBg  to  any 
committee,  large  or  small,  the  very  doubtful  privilege  of  standing  forth  before  their 
own  people,  and  before  those  outside  themscdves,  in  stating  what  the  principles  of 
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tlie  Chnicb  were,  or  wliat  the  practice  of  the  Chnrch  onght  to  be.  He  did  not  jndge 
cenaoiioiiBlf  the  eondaet  of  any  brothers  who  had  seen  it  to  be  consistent  with  their 
Ttevs  of  duty  to  join  the  Established  Chnrch,  although  their  riew  of  their  dnty 
differed  from  bis  Tiew  of  his  duty,  and  was  very  different  from  what  any  intelligent 
minister  of  the  Tree  Chnrch  of  1848  was  likely  to  take  of  his  doty  in  the  matter. 

Mr.  SOMERYILLE,  Glasgow,  said — I  feel  obliged  for  the  reception  given  me, 
bat  fear  that  I  shall  forfeit  good  opinion  when  I  announce  the  proposal  1  hare  to 
make,  and  which  I  shall  throw  into  the  form  of  a  motion.  When  I  took  op  the 
motion  of  Dr.  Begg,  and,  when  I  read  it,  I  inwardly  said,  **  I  can  agree  with  all  that 
ia  in  this  motion."  When  next  I  read  the  motion  of  Sir  Henry  Moncreiff,  "  Well," 
I  tbonghty  **  I  approre  of  every  thing  here."  And  again,  when  I  pemsed  the  motion 
of  Mr.  Nixon,  I  said  to  myself,  "  I  could  sign  this  motion  also  1 "  In  fact,  Modera- 
tor, I  ean  agree  with  all  the  three.  No  doubt  if  I  were  constrained  to  make  choice 
among  them,  I  might  have  a  preference  for  one ;  and  it  may  be  true  that  one  of 
these  may  be  more  in  harmony  with  the  overtures  before  the  Assembly  than  the 
others ;  yet,  considering  tliat  if  our  principles  can  be  conserved,  it  is  of  such  para- 
mount importance  to  maintain  unity  in  our  Chnrch  and  good  feeling  among  our- 
aelTea,  with  utmost  deference  I  venture  to  make  a  proposal  which,  however 
unnsiial*  may,  if  unity  eannot  otherwise  be  attained,  prove  yet  expedient.  The 
propooal  is  to  this  effeet,  that  the  General  Assembly  should  adopt  all  the  three 
motions ;  motions  which  are  by  no  means  irreeoneilable  to  each  other.  I  believe 
that  snch  a  unity  as  would  be  shown  by  our  accepting  of  the  three  motions 
would  be  creditable  to  the  Christian  Church. 

At  the  bidding  of  this  Church  I  am  about  to  cross  the  Atlantic,  to  greet  in  your 
name  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  Canada,  where  a  union 
of  Charehes  has  lately  taken  place,  of  which  Dr.  Begg  has  today  spoken  with 
approTaL  Let  me  be  able  to  assure  the  brethren,  that  over  our  own  Assembly  the 
beantifiil  dove  lias  been  hovering,  whose  name  is  "  Peace  among  yourselves." 

On  Thursday  next  a  Union  is  to  be  formed  between  two  Churches  which  have 
hitherto  stood  apart  Let  the  precursor  of  that  Union  be  a  fusion  of  elements  in 
this  House.  Would  it  not  be  a  happy  thing  for  us,  if  in  the  prospect  of  receiviDg 
our  brethren,  we  could  be  found  standing  lovingly  hand  in  hand  to  give  them  wel- 
come! Let  us  have  the  Christian  magnanimity  to  lay  aside  our  own  feelings  and 
to  unite,  since.  In  the  proTldence  of  God,  the  motions  are  such  as  to  admit,  without 
inconsistency,  of  our  doing  so. 

ICr.  D.  SHAW,  Laggan,  seconded  the  motion. 

Br.  DUFF  had  listened  with  the  utmost  attention  to  all  that  had  bden  said,  but, 
like  Mr.  Somerville,  he  could  not  see  any  real  or  absolute  difference  in  the  senti- 
meata  of  the  motions.     They  differed  from  each  other  in  the  way  of  omission  rather 
than  commission.     There  was  something  in  one  which  was  not  fully  covered  by 
anything  corresponding  in  another.   For  his  own  part,  so  far  as  they  went,  he  could 
have  no  great  difficulty  in  subscribing  to  each  one  of  them.    The  substantial  iden- 
tity of  the  motions  was  also  rendered  more  obvious  by  the  substantial  identity  of  the 
alignments  by  which  they  were  severally  supported.    It  is  true  that,  in  the  course  of 
the  disenssion  things  had  been  said  that  were  somewhat  irrelevant ;  and  some  things 
of  a  kind  that  it  were  better  had  they  been  unsaid ;  so  that  he  felt  at  times  as  if  he 
were  in  the  desert  of  Arabia  In  a  blinding  storm  of  sand.     In  the  main,  however,  it 
was  impossible  not  to  see  that  all  who  spoke  this  day  were  of  one  heart  and  of  one 
laind  as  to  what  were  the  great  fundamental  principles  of  the  Free  Church ;  and  that 
ihej  were  ready,  if  need  be,  to  maintain  them  as  in  the  days  of  old.   Such  being  the 
case,  why  should  there  be  a  division  and  a  vote  at  all  1   If  it  should  happen  that  the 
motions  were  put  to  the  vote  against  each  other,  it  would  go  forth  to  the  world  that 
there  were  indications  of  differences,  essential  differences,  in  the  Assembly,  respect- 
ing their  own  distlogaishing  principles  which  really  did  not  exist.     Such  an  impres- 
aion  wooM  be  injurious  to  their  good  name,  their  prestige,  and  their  usefulness. 
Moreover,  if  the  motions  were  put  to  the  vote,  the  first  would  be  sure  to  be  carried ; 
in  ir&ich  ease,  any  committee  appointed  in  terms  of  its  concluding  clause,  could  not 
U\  to  be  one-sided  ;  while  any  action  on  its  part  would  be  sure  to  be  watched  with 
Jeaioosyand  suspicion,  and  so  re-awaken  feelings  which  had  better  be  allayed.    But 
more  than  all  thi«?,  it  did  not  appear  to  him  that  any  one  of  the  motions  precisely 
met  tbereal  object  of  the  overtures  which  called  them  forth.   Throughout  the  whole 
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of  Sootlind  there  was  a  itrong  eraving  among  their  peopU  for  aome  aUtemeat^  no 
matter  howerer  brief  or  almple,  bat  aome  clear,  unambigoooa  atatement  or  deelaiar 
tion  of  the  diatixietiTe  prineiplea  of  the  Free  Chareh.  Thia»  aa  he  imderatood  them» 
waa  what  the  OTertorea  earnestly  crayed  for.  Some  atatement^  thereorfe,  an  antho- 
ritatWe  atatement,  ehould  be  drawn  np  and  aent  forth,  whether  in  the  form  of  »  paa* 
toral  letter  or  otherwise,  it  did  not  aigniiy.  For  thia  end  he  auggeated  thai  a  eom* 
mittee,  consUting  of  the  morera  and  aeeondeia  of  the  three  motiona,  with  perhs^a  a 
doaen  more,  might  be  appointed  to  draft  a  atatement  in  reaponae  to  the  eameai 
eraringa  of  the  oyertnrea — a  statement  which  might  be .  snbmltted  to  a  anbaeqnoni 
diet  of  thia  Asaembly  or  to  the  aognat  Commission.  Anyhow,  let  them  prore  to 
the  whole  world  that  there  were  no  intestine  diTisio^s  among  them — ^that  they  were 
not  only  of  one  heart  bnt  of  one  mind, — and  it  would  be  well  worth  waiting  a  few 
montha,  or  eren  a  twelTomonth,  if  only  thereby  a  thorongh  nnaaimity  oonld  be  ae- 
cured. 

Mr.  COWAN  (elder)  anggeated  that  all  the  three  motions  ahoold  be  withdrawn^ 
as  the  discussion  would  haye  greater  effect  if  it  went  forth  accompanied  by  a  motion 
which  would  have  the  unanimous  approval  of  the  Aasembly. 

Mr.  WHITE,  Blairgowrie,  said  he  preferred  Sir  Heni7  Moncreiff'a  motion  to  those 
of  Dr.  Begg  and  Mr.  Nixon;  but  under  the  third  head  of  Sir  Henxy's  he  would  like 
a  change  to  thia  effect  being  made : — "  That  while  thia  Church  holds,  aa  it  haa  erer 
held,  by  the  necessity  for  a  discharge  by  the  State,  and  the  nation  aa  auch,  of  tho 
duties  which  they  owe  to  the  truth  and  the  Church."  It  waa  rery  neeeaaary,  he 
thought,  at  the  present  time  that  they  ahould  keep  themselyes  free  from  those  who 
were  acting  distinctly  aa  aeparationiata  between  the  Church  and  State.  He  waa  not 
prepared  to  throw  himaelf  into  the  arms  of  the  abolitioniats  of  the  present  time. 
Their  Church,  he  held,  was  not  prepared  to  make  itaelf  a  mere  political  agency.  It 
waa  neeeasary  they  should  do  something  to  ahow  their  people  that  they  atUl  atood 
distinctly  upon  the  recognition  on  the  part  of  the  State  of  God's  truth ;  that  they 
would  not  sink  this  for  anything  whatever,  and  that  whateyer  might  be  done  in 
speaking  against  the  State  and  the  Sstabliahment,  whether  in  EngUmd  or  Scotland, 
it  waa  by  no  meana  on  their  part  for  the  purpose  of  destroying  in  the  future  the 
connection  between  Church  and  State. 

Sir  HENRT  MONCREIFF  did  not  know  what  other  frienda  might  think,  but 
he  thought  it  right  to  aay  this — ^he  could  have  no  poaaible  objection  to  what  the 
member  who  had  spoken  proposed  to  be  posiUyely  added  in  the  third  resolution, 
bat  he  was  not  quite  prepared  to  say  that  he  would  omit  all  referenoe  to  the  idea 
that  they  in  their  disestablished  position  had  abundant  opportunity  for  using  influ- 
ence upon  the  State.  He  was  quite  prepared  to  put,  in  ao  far  as  he  underatood  it, 
what  was  said  aa  to  their  still  holding  it  to  be  the  duty  of  the  State. 

Mr.  SMITH,  Sanquhar,  thought  the  Assembly  waa  drifting  into  confhdon.  They 
were  called  upon  by  the  oyerturea  to  teach  the  people  how  they  were  to  regard  the 
abolition  of  patronage  in  the  Establishment,  and  what  attitude  Uiey  were  to  take  up 
towards  the  Eatablishment  in  consequence  of  the  abolition  of  patronage.  He  thought 
if  the  Assembly  carefully  considered  the  various  terms  of  the  sereral  motions 
upon  the  table,  and  also  the  speeches  delivered  in  connection  with  them,  they  could 
not  but  come  to  the  conclusion  that  Sir  Henry  Moncreiff'a  motion  waa  the  only  one 
that  diatinctly  and  properly  met  the  circomatancea  of  the  case.  That  motion  dis- 
tinctly stated  that  the  abolition  of  patronage  waa  in  nowise  any  modification  of  the 
thorongh  Eraatian  character  that  waa  imposed  on  the  Church  of  Scotland  during  the 
ten  years'  conflict,  and  therefore  that  the  abolition  of  patronage  now  in  the  Establish- 
ment could  not  be  any  reason  why  this  Assembly  and  their  Church  should  regard 
with  any  degree  of  complacency  at  all  the  present  Establiahed  Church.  They  would 
observe  that  Dr.  Begg's  motion  was  most  carefully  drawn  in  veiy  general  terms. 
And  then  the  Assembly  would  further  observe  that  Dr.  Begg'a  moUon  carefully 
guarded  against  any  explicit  deliverance  about  the  question  of  the  abolition  of 
patronage  in  the  Established  Church,  and  carefully  guarded  against  instructing 
their  people  what  attitude  they  ahould  take  in  reference  to  the  abolition  of 
patronage.  The  abolition  of  patronage,  aa  Sir  Heniy  Moncreiff  had  diatinctly 
ahown,  was  no  modification  at  all  of  the  thorough  Brastlanism  of  the  Established 
Church.  People  said  in  these  days  there  were  no  collisions  between  Church  courta 
and  civil  courts,  and  for  the  simple  reason  that  both  were  very  careful  not  to  raiae 
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qnefltloDB  that  would  cause  ooUiaion.  Bat  though  there  had  been  no  ooUiBionB  be- 
tween the  ciyil  eoorts  and  the  Chorob  oourta»  there  had  been  on  three  separate  oeca» 
eiona  a  dlatinct  nanrpation  on  the  part  of  the  L^^latore  of  cItU  aopremaej  oyer  the 
present  EstabUahed  Church.  What  did  Lord  Aberdeen's  bill  do  bat  lay  down  a  lair 
to  the  EstabUahed  Chnreh  how  they  were  to  admit  and  settle  their  ministers? 
What  did  Sir  James  Graham's  bill  do  bat  lay  down  a  law  to  the  Established  Chorch 
how  they  were  to  raise  mission  eongregations  to  the  platform  of  quoad  sacra  parish 
churches — and  thongh,  while  the  present  Lord  Advoeate's  bill  abolished  patronage 
in  the  Established  Chnreh,  it  not  only  did  that  which  it  wonld  hsTo  been 
perfectly  competent  for  the  LegialatDre  to  do,  but  it  went  farther,  and  laid  down  the* 
law  as  to  who  in  the  Established  Chorch  were  to  be  the  electors  of  the  ministers. 
So  that  upon  these  three  separate  occasions  there  had  been  a  distinct  asorpation  by 
the  Legialatare  of  the  country  of  eivU  supremacy  orer  the  present  Established 
Chorch.  That  was  reason  enough  why  this  Free  Assembly  and  the  whole  Free 
Church  should  take  np  a  diatinct  attitude  that,  instead  of  their  contemplating  any« 
thiog  like  reunion  with  the  present  Established  Church,  they  maintain  the  Protest  of 
1343  more  strongly  than  ever.  Then  Dr.  Begg*s  and  Mr.  KLxon*s  motions  made  a 
great  deal  aboot  the  Headship  of  Christ  otct  the  nations,  and  both  of  these  gentlemen 
opposed  Sir  Henry  MoncreifTs  motion  because  it  made  nothing,  as  they  said,  of 
that  distlnotire  principle  of  their  Church.  Eyerything,  he  said,  in  its  time.  That 
principle  would  come  np  when  they  enunciated  their  views  upon  the  overtares  re- 
giirding  disestablishment  It  was  self-delusion,  and  the  delusion  of  the  people  of 
the  Free  Church,  to  identify  these  two  things  which  were  perfectly  different^  viCy 
Church  eatabliahment  and  Church  endowment,  with  the  great  general  principle  of 
the  duty  thai  rulers  and  nations  lay  under  to  the  Christian  Chnreh. 

Mr.  CAHEBOy,  Brodick,  said  that  he  could  not  agree  to  the  motion  of  Sir 
Henry  MonereiflT,  but  that  he  could  support  the  motion  of  Dr.  Begg,  althongh  ha 
did  not  regard  that  motion  as  going  Ua  enough,  since  it  pronounced  no  opinion  in 
regard  to  the  Patronage  Act  He  was  as  unalterably  attached  to  the  principles  of 
the  DismpUon  as  any  member  of  that  House ;  but  he  considered  that  the  difficulties^ 
fio  far  as  principle  was  concerned,  that  stood  in  the  way  of  the  reconstruction  of  the 
Presbyterian  Chnreh  of  Scotland  on  a  sound  scriptural  basis  had  been  removed  by 
the  recent  legislation  in  regard  to  patronage.  His  position  was,  first,  that  that  legis- 
lation had  removed,  so  far  as  the  consUtntion  of  the  present  Establishment  was 
concerned,  all  ground  of  difference  between  the  Free  Church  and  the  Established 
Chnreh ;  and,  second,  that  had  that  legislation  taken  place,  he  would  not  say  at  tho 
time  of  the  meeting  of  Convocation  in  November  1842,  when  it  was  admitted  that 
Itss  than  the  Act  of  1874  would  have  satisfied  the  Church ;  but  also  in  the  following 
epriog,  when,  after  the  Stewarton  decision,  the  Church  made  her  appeal  to  the  Ijegis- 
hturcy  the  Disruption  would  not  have  taken  place.  He  took  up  the  second  of  these- 
propositions  first,  because  he  was  anxious  to  deal  with  the  difficulty  connected  with 
the  Stewarton  case. 

It  was  admitted  that  the  Church  woold  have  been  satisfied  in  November  1842 
vith  the  repeal  of  Queen  Anne's  Aet  It  cannot,  indeed,  be  denied  that  she  would 
hare  been  satisfied  with  far  less  than  the  total  repeal  of  that  statute — ^that  she  wonld 
have  been  satisfied  with  even  a  modification  of  one  clause  of  that  statute,  the  clause 
which  bound  the  Church  to  receive  and  admit  any  qualified  minister  whom  the  patron 
might  be  pleased  to  present 

Sir  HENBT  MONCREIFF.— Is  that  in  the  statute  of  Queen  Anne? 
Mr.  CAMEBON. — It  is  in  the^statute  of  1592,  and  was  substantially  re-enacted 
by  the  statute  of  1711 ;  but  the  Act  of  1874  repealed  not  only  the  statute  of  Anne, 
but  also  all  previous  legislation  in  the  line  of  that  statute ;  and,  consequently,  the 
law  which,  by  binding  and  astricting  the  Church  to  take  the  presentee  upon  trials, 
and  to  receive  him,  if  found  qualified,  made  ordination  a  statutory  duty,  was  not 
now  part  of  the  civil  constitution  of  the  Established  Church.  That  was  his  reply  ta 
Sir  Henry  Moncreiff,  and  it  fully  met  his  remark.  He  then  proceeded  to  say  that 
slthoogh  it  was  admitted  that  the  repeal  of  the  law  of  patronage  would  have  satisfied 
tie  Church  in  November  1842,  it  was  contended  that  it  would  not  have  satisfied  her 
after  the  judgment  in  the  Stewarton  case  in  January  1843.  He  would  pass  over  a 
good  deal  of  what  he  was  prepsred  to  advance  in  answer  to  that  position,  and  woold 
restrict  himself  to  the  following:— 
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Firsts— When  the  GeDeral  Aasembly  of  1842  adopted  the  Claim  of  Hi^ht,  w^^icb 
waa  a  claim  not  merely  nor  chiefly  for  non-intmaion,  bat  for  aapreme  and  exeloaire 
jurisdiction  in  apiritaal  things,  she  was  already  inyolred  in  the  difficuUiea  caoaed 
by  the  encroachments  of  the  ciyil  courts — inelading  that  of  the  Stewarton  interdict 
— upon  what  she  regarded  as  her  rightful  jurisdiction,  which  subsequently  produced 
the  Disruption.    Accordingly,  the  Stewarton  case  occupied  a  leading  place  among 
the  encroachments  complained  of  in  the  Claim  of  Bight,  the  interdict  in  that  case 
baying  been  granted  long  before  1842,  although  the  decisions  confirming  the  inter- 
dict was  not  giren  until  January  following.    So  deeply,  indeed,  was  the  Church  at 
that  time  inyolred  in  those  difficulties,  that  there  were  then  only  two  altematiyea 
before  her — ^relief  from  the  Legislature,  or  Disruption.     Now,  the  legislation  which 
ehe  desired,  and  which  she  regarded  as  sufficient  to  extricate  her  from  her  difficulties 
not  only  in  regard  to  the  settlement  of  ministers,  but  also  in  regard  to  the  encroach- 
ments upon  her  jurisdiction — including  that  of  the  Stewarton  interdict — was  the 
repeal  of  Queen  Anne's  Act,  which  was  stated  in  the  anti-patronage  motion,  adopted 
by  the  same  Qeneral  Assembly,  to  bare  been  "  the  main  cause  of  the  difficulties  in 
which  the  Church  was  then  inyolyed."    If  any  one  doubts  that  this  was  the  relief 
which  the  Church  then  desired,  let  him  take  the  trouble  of  reading  the  speech  by 
which  Dr.  Cunningham  supported  his  motion  for  the  repeal  of  the  law  of  patronage. 
Secondly, — The  principle  of  law  which  ruled  the  Stewarton  decision  was  laid 
down  and  applied  in  other  decisions  before  the  time — Norember  1842 — at  which 
admittedly  eyen  less  than  the  repeal  of  the  law  of  patronage  would  haye  satiafied  the 
Church.    It  was  laid  down  as  early  as  the  first  Auchterarder  judgment,  as  had  been 
repeatedly  atated  by  the  majority  of  the  judges  when  deciding  the  Stewarton  case. 
And  it  was  now  admitted,  in  express  terms,  by  Sir  Heniy  Moncreiff  himself,  in  one 
of  his  letters  to  Mr.  William  Balfour,  and  also  in  the  motion  on  the  table  of  the  House, 
that  that  principle  of  law,  upon  which  he  founds  so  much,  was  laid  down  in  the  second 
Auchteranier  case,  which  was  finally  decided  in  the  House  of  Lords  months  before 
the  meeting  of  Conyocation.    Now  his  contention  was  that,  if  it  could  not  be  shown 
that  a  new  principle  of  law  was  laid  down  and  applied  subsequent  to  the  meeting  of 
Conyocation  which  was  not  laid  down  and  applied  preyious  te  that  tune,  the  legis* 
latiye  measure  which  would  have  satisfied  the  Church  then  and  prevented  the 
Disruption  would  have  satisfied  her,  so  far  as  principle  was  concerned,  after  the 
Stewarton  deciaion,  in  which  no  new  law  was  laid  down,  but  was  only  another  inatanee 
of  the  application  of  a  principle  of  law  previously  laid  down  and  "  settled." 

But,  thirdly, — He  would  state  an  argument,  which  he  regarded  as  going  to  the 
rary  foundation  of  the  matter  of  the  Stewarton  decision,  and  to  which  he  maintained 
no  reply  waa  possible  from  the  standpoint  of  the  Establishment  principle  (which  he 
supposed  waa  still  the  Free  Chnroh  standpoint),  although  an  answer  was  frequently, 
but  nnsuccessfhlly,  attempted  from  the  standpoint  of  pure  Yolnntaryism.  In  fact, 
he  did  not  admit  that  the  Stewarton  decision  was,  like  the  first  and  second  Auchter- 
arder decisions,  an  encroachment  upon  the  Church's  spiritusl  independence  rightly 
understood.  His  argument  was  this :  When  a  Church  entered  into  alliance  wiih  the 
State,  such  as  SatablUhment  implied,  the  Church's  independence,  rightly  understood, 
was  not  affected  by  the  fact  that  she  thereby  tied  herself  up  so  as  not  to  have  liberty 
to  make  any  change  upon  either  her  creed,  jurisdiction,  or  worship,  without  the  eon- 
aent  of  the  State,  provided  of  course,  that.  In  the  event  of  thb  State  not  conaenting 
to  a  change  which  the  Church  might  deem  necessary,  the  Church  retained  the  power 
of  severing  the  connection.  This  principle  waa  clearly  laid  down  in  tlie  worda 
which  he  would  now  quote  from  the  late  Dr.  Cunningham's  article  on "  the  Rojal 
Supremacy  in  the  Church  of  England"  :^^*  It  is  true,  indeed,  that  there  is  no  un- 
warrantable usurpation  on  the  part  of  the  civil  power,  when  it  gives  the  sanction  of 
law,  with  a  view  to  civil  and  legal  efiects,  to  what  may  have  been  agreed  on  between 
the  parties,  respecting  the  faith,  government,  and  worship  of  the  Church ;  and  that 
there  is  no  sacrifice  of  the  Church's  independence  in  her  pledging  herself  to  adhere 
to  the  £iith,  government,  and  worship  which  have  been  agreed  upon,  and  which  she 
believes  to  be  scriptural,  so  as  to  be  tied  up  from  making  any  change  without  the 
consent  of  the  State,-— except,  of  course,  in  the  way  of  falling  back  upon  her  original 
and  essential  independence,  and  renouncing  any  advantages  she  may  have  derived 
^m  her  State  connection."  It  was  never  maintained  during  the  Disruption  contro- 
Tersy  that  the  independence  of  the  Church  was  affected  by  her  not  having  power  to 


TUESDAY,  MAY  23,  1876.  97 

diinge  the  creed  to  whieli  the  State  had  giyen  the  sanction  of  statute  law  withont 
the  State's  consent.  And  precisely  the  same  argnment  applied  to  the  Church's  juris- 
dieUon,  which  included  the  constitution  of  her  courts.  The  courts  of  the  Established 
Cnrarch  are  oonrta  of  the  State  as  well  as  courts  of  the  Church.  They  hare  the  sanc^ 
tion  of  atatoto-law,  and  they  axe  invested  by  the  State  with  certain  civil  functions, 
in  consequence  of  which  they  possess  a  eiyil  as  well  as  spiritual  jurisdiction.  There- 
fore^ the  independence  of  the  Church,  rightly  understood,  was  not  affected  by  the 
&et  that  she  had  no  power  to  make  any  such  radical  change  upon  the  constitution 
of  her  courts  as  was  implied  In  admitting  the  quod  sacra  ministers  as  constituent 
membexB  of  those  courts,  without  even  consulting  the  State — the  other  party  to  the 
alliance.  The  present  arrangement  for  admitting  quod  sacra  ministers  into  the  courts  of 
the  Established  Church  may  be  a  good  one  or  it  may  be  a  bad  one ;  but  the  principle 
of  it,  and  that  waa  all  that  was  of  importance  to  his  argument,  did  not  affect  the 
Church's  independence.  The  principle  of  his  argument  was  identical  with  that  con- 
tained in  one  of  the  reasona  of  dissent  and  complaint  by  Sir  Henry  Moncreiff*  in  1821 
against  the  judgment  of  the  Presbytery  of  Edinburgh,  agreeing  to  erect  a  portion  of 
the  Paziah  of  South  Leith  into  a  parish  qiu>d  sacra  ;  and  it  would  scarcely  be  con- 
tended, he  thought,  that  the  leader  of  the  evangelical  party  in  the  Church  of  Scot- 
land at  that  time  was  maintaining  an  Erastian  principle  in  opposition  to  Br  Inglis, 
the  leader  of  the  Moderate  party,  when  he  moveid,  *'  That  the  Presbytery  should  find 
it  inexpedient  and  incompetent  for  them  as  a  Presbytery  to  grant  the  prayer  of  the 
petition  of  the  Qovemora  of  Heriot's  Hospital,  and  recommend  it  to  them,  if  they 
shall  judge  it  proper,  to  apply  to  the  Lords  of  the  Commission  for  the  Plantation  of 
Kiiks.- 

On  these  grounds  it  was  as  clear  to  him  as  anything  could  well  be,  that  had  the 
Act  of  1874  been  granted,  when,  subsequent  to  the  Stewarton  decision,  tho  Church 
in  the  spring  of  1843  brought  her  claim  before  the  Legislature,  the  Disruption  would 
have  bMn  unnecessary.  In  support  of  this  position  he  could  adduce  the  testimony  of 
Sir  Henry  Moncreiff  himself.  He  could  also  adduce  the  testimony  of  the  late  Br 
Bobert  Buchanan  who,  after  the  Disruption,  when  commenting  on  Lord  Aberdeen's 
Bill,  admitted  that,  at  the  point  in  the  progress  of  the  controversy  between  the 
Church  and  the  State  at  which  the  Church's  claim  waa  bronght  before  the  Legisla- 
ture, a  practical  measure  removing  the  ground  of  collision  between  the  two  jurisdic- 
tions would  have  settled  the  controversy  consistent  with  the  integrity  of  the  Church. 
He  oould  also  adduce  the  testimony  of  a  near  relative  of  the  genUeman  (Mr.  Welsh, 
of  Broughton)  who  stood  up  in  the  body  of  the  house  to  interrupt  him.  Dr.  Guthrie, 
in  his  letter  written  in  1860  to  the  Duke  of  Argyll,  stated  that,  were  the  Law  of 
Patronage — ^the  arigo  malorum,  the  root  of  all  our  secessions  and  disruptions  in 
Scotland — abolL^ed,  he  believed  the  great  hindrance  to  reunion  would  be  removed, 
and  that  the  grand  end  of  the  Disruption  would  be  accomplished. 

He  would  now,  secondly,  take  up  his  first  proposition,  that,  so  far  as  principle 
waa  concerned,  the  ground  of  difference  between  the  Free  Church  and  the  Estab- 
lished Church  had  been  removed  by  the  recent  legislation.    On  this  head,  his  con- 
tention was  that  the  Act  of  1874  has  had  the  effect  of  throwing  the  Established 
Cfaoreh  back  upon  the  ancient  constitution  of  the  Church  of  Scotland  as  contained 
in  the  Acts  of  1592  and  1690,  and  other  ancient  statutes.    If  that  was  denied,  he 
would  be  obliged  to  Sir  Henry  Honcreiff  or  to  any  gentleman  on  the  other  side  of 
the  House  who  might  yet  speak,  if  he  would  point  to  any  statute  now  forming  part 
of  the  cinl  constitution  of  the  Established  Church  upon  which  watf  based,  either  in 
whole  or  in  part,  any  one  of  the  decisions  given  agidnst  the  Church  before  the  Dis- 
raption  which  could  be  proved  to  have  really  encroached  upon  her  spiritual  liberties. 
If  that  could  not  be  done,  he  held  that  it  virtually  settled  the  whole  question ;  for  if 
the  constitution,  as  contained  in  the  statutes,  was  satisfactory,  if  it  sufficiently  recog- 
nised and  covered  the  Church's  jils  divintim,  he  held  that  no  sound  principle  of 
general   law — and  only  a  sound  principle  was,  apart  from  statute,  of  permanent 
obligation— €onld  injuriously  affect  the  Church's  independence.    When  proceeding 
to  speak  to  Sir  Henry  Moncreiffs  principle  of  law,  Mr  Cameron  was  interrupted  by 
being  told  that  his  time  was  exhausted,  and  he  accordingly  sat  down  without  enter- 
ing  opon  that  pari  of  his  argument. 

Ut,  SHITHy  Tarland,  said  it  struck  him  that  the  speech  to  which  they  bad  jast 
Mui^  onght  to  hare  been  delivered  on  the  other  side  of  the  High  Street — and  if 
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the  speaker  did  not  see  bis  way  to  deliver  it  there,  he  shoold  hare  cloaed  with  m. 
motion  for  the  appointment  of  a  committee  to  seek  union  with  those  OTer  the  way. 
It  was  quite  manifest  that  the  speech  had  not  been  made  in  support  of  any  motion 
before  the  House ;  and  was  most  certainly  in  support  of  a  motion  which  was  some- 
where in  Mr.  Cameron's  brain,  but  which  had  not  been  put  upon  the  table  of  the 
Assembly.  These  discussions  had  arisen  from  a  large  number  of  overtures  which 
had  been  brought  forward.  There  had  been  great  complaints  sent  np  from 
Presbyteries  in  reference  to  certain  misrepresentations  which  had  been  made  in 
regard  to  the  position  of  this  Church*  to  the  Establishment^  and  the  overtures  com- 
plained likewise  of  the  uncertain  sound  which  had  been  sent  forth  from  certain 
quarters  within  the  Church  concerning  this  matter.  These  Presbyteries  asked  the 
Assembly  to  do  something  to  meet  that;  and  whatever  motion  the  House  adopted 
they  ought  to  deal  honestly  with  the  overturista.  Either  let  the  House  tell  them 
that  they  did  not  consider  it  necessary  to  give  them  any  assistance,  or  let  them  do 
Bomething  to  help  them.  ''  Miserable  comforters  are  je  all "  the  Presbyteries  might 
well  say,  if  the  Assembly  were  to  send  down  those  miserable  theoretic^  statements 
contained  in  the  first  and  Uiird  motions  which  contain  no  practical  matter.  What 
was  wanted  was  something  practical  to  guide  them.  He  believed  they  were  all 
clear  about  the  attitude  they  ought  to  occupy  towards  the  Established  Church ;  and 
he  had  no  doubt  that  if  Mr.  Cameron  were  to  propose  a  motion  for  the  formation  of 
a  committee  to  bring  about  a  union  with  the  Established  Church,  he  wonld  find 
himself  standing  alone.  2^o  doubt  they  had  got  their  tether  lengUiened  a  little ; 
but  that  was  the  reward  of  their  ErastianlBm.  Beplying  to  Mr.  Nixon's  statement 
that  as  a  Free  Churchman  he  could  do  nothing  against  the  Established  Chnrch 
except  he  were  prepared  to  reconatmct  it,  Mr.  Smith  said  that  reconstmetion  was  an 
act  for  the  Legislature.  It  reminded  him  of  a  story  of  two  ministers,  one  an  Estab- 
lished Churchman  and  the  other  a  Free  Churchman,  who  were  travelling  along  a 
road  together  shortly  after  the  Disruption.  Two  churches  loomed  in  the  distance, 
when  the  Established  Churchman,  pointing  with  his  finger,  said — "There's  the 
Free  Kirk,  the  Wee  Kirk,  the  Kirk  without  a  steeple;"  to  which  the  other  re- 
sponded—'<  There's  the  Auld  Kirk,  the  Cauld  Kirk,  and  the  Kirk  without  a 
people."  Mr.  Nixon  in  hia  speech  and  also  by  his  action  at  the  Disruption,  and  by 
protesting  ever  since,  had  been  doing  all  he  could  to  make  the  Established  Church 
*'a  kirk  without  a  people" — and  when  he  succeeded  in  doing  that,  he  did  not  see 
what  great  principle  of  national  homage  to  Christ  he  conserved  by  keeping  np  and 
maintaining  her  churches,  manses,  and  glebes.  While  some  were  trying  to  make 
the  people  believe  there  was  no  difference  between  the  Free  Church  and  the  Estab- 
lished, they  had  no  reason  to  fear,  except  among  weak-minded  persons,  any  exodna 
from  the  Free  Church  into  the  Establishment  In  many  parts  of  the  country  there 
was  no  doubt  that  the  Establishment  was  as  bad,  as  regards  religion  and  piety,  as  in 
the  days  of  Moderatism.  Some  within  its  own  pale  were  not  aware  of  the  difference 
between  that  Church  and  the  Free  Church  as  to  the  relation  maintained  toward  the 
State.  He  accorded  a  meed  of  praise  to  Dr  Wallace  for  the  honest  and  candid  way 
in  which  he  maintained  the  ErasUanism  of  the  Establishment — and  the  candid  way 
in  which  he  brought  before  the  Presbytery  of  Edinburgh  and  the  Church  courts  the 
Free  Church  doctrine  of  spiritual  independence,  and  he  honoured  him  for  the  way 
In  which  he  told  them  how  he  hated  that  doctrine,  and  how  they  ought  to  be  called 
to  sit  down  on  the  stool  of  repentance  and  profess  obedience  before  any  of  them  was 
admitted  back  again.  Dr.  Wallace  understood  the  position,  and  honestly  admitted 
the  difference  between  the  Churches,  and  he  would  in  no  way  submit  to  receive 
Free  Churchmen  with  their  spiritual  independence.  With  these  facts  before  them, 
he  did  not  see  how  the  Assembly  could  have  any  difficulty  in  appointing  a  committee 
to  send  down  to  their  people  a  statement  as  to  what  the  real  differences  were 
between  the  two  Churches.  Dr.  Begg  had  said  that  in  the  pre-Disruption  struggle, 
when  ho  (Dr.  Begg)  was  young  and  inexperienced,  he  had  been  disposed  to  go 
farther,  and  adopt  more  radical  measures  than  the  leaders  approved  of.  Dr.  Begg 
still  thought,  now  that  he  was  older,  that  he  had  been  right  in  his  youthful  seal. 
Well,  some  of  us  now  are  prepared  to  go  farther  on  the  present  sulject ;  we  think 
we  are  right,  and  Dr.  Begg  ought  to  sympathise  with  us. 

Mr.  SOMERVILLE,  with  the  permission  of  the  Assembly,  amended  his  motion 
%o  read  as  follows : — 
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Mr.  Somemlle's  motion,  as  finally  modified,  was  as  follows : — "  The  Oene- 
lai  Aaaembij  having  considered  the  orertures,  as  also  the  three  motions  that 
haye  been  moTod  and  seconded,  and  considering  that  the  terms  of  these  motions  in 
themaelTet  are  sneh  that,  apart  from  the  circamstanees  in  which  these  motions  had 
been  brongfat  forward,  all  Free  Ohnrclimen,  without  compromise  of  principles, 
eonld  acqnieace  in  these  terms ;  and  considering  that  the  position  and  unity  of  the 
Chnreh  herself  were  so  important  for  the  honour  of  Christ's  cause,  and  prosperity 
of  the  Free  Church  in  particular ;  resolve  to  remit  to  a  Joint-committee,  composed 
of  the  moTers  and  seconders  of  the  motions,  along  with  such  other  members  of  the 
Assembly  as  might  be  proposed,  for  the  purpose  of  their  preparing  a  deelaraUon 
which  might  embody  all  the  tluee  motions,  to  be  taken  up  at  a  future  diet  of  As- 
sembly, or  at  the  meeting  of  Commission  in  August" 

Sir  HENBT  MONCREIFF  altered  the  first  clause  of  the  third  part  of  his  reso- 
lution to  read  as  follows : — 

"  That  while  this  Church's  position  of  separation  from  the  State  affords  abnn- 
dant  <^portanity,  which  she  is  bound  to  use,  for  exerting  her  influence  towards  the 
State  and  the  nation,  and  as  such  towards  the  important  duties,"  &c. 

Mr.  MAIN,  St.  Mary's,  Edinburgh,  sidd  that  as  he  had  not  been  a  member  of 
Assembly  for  six  years,  he  was  anxious  to  express  his  views.  He  could  not  sup- 
port  Dr.  Begg's  motion,  because  it  did  not  emphasise  sufficiently  the  spiritual  inde- 
pendence of  the  Church,  and  because  it  did  not  meet  the  present  necessity ;  it  gave 
no  answer  to  the  overtures  that  had  been  sent  up.  He  could  not  support  Sir  Henry 
Monerelfi's  motion,  because,  although  there  was  nothing  in  it  with  which  he  did  not 
agree,  yet  he  did  not  think  it  fully  met  the  necessities  of  the  ease  in  regard  to  the 
statement  of  the  duty  of  the  State  to  the  Church.  It  had  been  sidd,  one  thing  at 
a  time.  True;  but  he  thought  this  was  the  very  time  for  giving  a  clear  statement 
in  regard  to  this  very  matter,  because  if  they  did  not  embody  it  now  it  was  certain 
to  laid  to  misapprehension.  He  also  thought  there  was  great  danger  in  appointing 
a  eomnditee,  as  was  proposed  in  Sir  Henry  MoncreiflTs  motion,  and  if  a  vote  be 
taken  now,  it  must  of  necessity  bo  a  one-sided  committee,  and  fail  of  authority. 
He  preferred  the  motion  of  Mr.  Nixon ;  but  he  must  say  that  a  great  deal  of 
the  latter  part  of  his  speech  pained  him  very  much.  He  must  express  his  utter 
astonishment  that  any  member  of  tliat  House  could  stand  up  there  and  say  that 
the  recent  legislation  had  done  away  with  all  the  differences  between  them  and 
the  Established  Chureh.  It  was  utterly  inoomprehensible  to  him  how  a  Free 
Chureh  minister  could  say  that^  The  State  had  abolished  patronage ;  and  in  so 
far  as  it  was  an  act  of  repeal,  it  was  not  Srastian.  The  yoke  was  imposed  by  the 
StotOf  and  the  State  alone  eonld  undo  it;  but  everything  depended  on  the  way  and 
manner  in  which  it  was  done.  If  the  State,  in  repeal^  that  Act,  had  recognised 
the  Chnreh  aa  a  spiritual  institution,  and  the  election  of  their  ministers  as  the 
light  of  the  members  of  the  Church,  and  had  receded  from  a  province  they  should 
never  have  entered,  there  would  not  only  have  been  no  Erastianism,  but  there 
would  have  been  the  statntoiy  recognition  of  the  spiritual  independence  of  the 
Chnrdi.  But  of  this  there  is  not  the  slightest  trace.  They  do  not  surrender  the 
right  to  re-impose  it  if  they  choose — all  rights  are  reserved — they  do  not  leave  it  in 
the  hands  of  the  Church  as  a  purely  spiritual  matter,  and  there  was  no  acknowledg- 
ment of  the  wrong  that  had  been  done  to  the  Church  at  a  given  period;  in  so  far 
there  waa  restitution,  but  it  was  without  repentance.  As  to  the  statement  that  the 
abolition  of  patronage  would  have  prevented  the  DisrupUon,  that  is  to  say  nothing 
to  the  purpose,  and  that  for  this  simple  reason,  that  irrespective  of  the  Patronage 
Act  altogeUier,  there  is  a  large  class  of  legal  decisions  which  it  does  not  touch,  and 
which  are  still  in  force,  and  that  claims  of  Jurisdiction  over  the  Church  were  ad- 
vanced such  aa  had  never  been  advanced  before,  and  these  claims  were  based,  not 
on  the  Act  of  Patronage  at  all,  but  on  the  endowment  of  the  Church.  The  principle 
waa  laid  down  that  State  provision  involved  State  control,  so  that  to  secure  our 
liberty  we  disendowed  ourselves,  and  became  the  Free  Church  of  Scotland;  and  he 
mrintained  that  this  principle  of  the  decisions  of  the  law  courts,  which  drove  them 
oot  of  the  Church,  still  remained  the  principle  under  which  the  Establishment 
exists.  He  would  have  liked  to  have  heard  a  little  sterner  statement  as  to  the  line 
of  setion  of  those  of  their  ministers  who  were  going  over  to  the  Establishment.  It 
had  been  aaXd  that  we  were  not  to  judge  these  men  censoriously.  Perfeotly  true, 
we  had  no  ri^t  to  judge  of  men  censoriously,  but  we  are  bound  to  judge  righteous 
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jadgment;  and  he  mnst  say  that  if  there  were  at  that  moment  anj  man  in  their 
mlniBtry,  or  within  the  pale  of  the  Free  Church,  who  had  a  hankering  after  the 
Bstahliahment,  and  thought  that  the  recent  legislation  had  cat  from  beneath  thdr 
feet  the  ground  of  separation,  they  ought  not  to  wait  till  they  had  an  opportonitj 
of  gaining  by  the  change.  It  was  intolerable  that  they  should  be  Hying  in  eneh  a 
state  of  things.  It  was  not  the  number  of  men  that  went  oyer,  bat  it  was  the  man- 
ner in  which  they  went  over.  If  ever  men  had  a  position  given  them  by  Qod,  we 
were  the  men,  a  position  in  which  God  has  greatly  blessed  ns ;  and  it  would  require 
a  call  as  clear  and  strong — aye,  far  more  clear  and  strongs— to  make  him  retam  to 
the  Establishment  as  he  had  for  learing  it  in  184  S. 

Dr.  HAIKT — With  reference  to  the  proposals  ihfki  hare  been  made  from 
quarters  entitled  to  the  highest  respeet  to  attempt  to  come  to  a  unanimous  finding 
on  this  motion,  I  feel  yery  unwilling  at  all,  or  in  any  degree,  to  offer  myself  as  an 
obstacle  to  any  movement  or  indication  of  that  kind.  At  the  same  time  it  does 
appear  to  me — and  on  these  occasions  it  always  appears  to  me — ^that  the  first  duty 
is  that  the  General  Assembly  should  have  an  opportunity  of  ^expressing  clearly 
whatever  mind  it  really  has  arrived  at.  In  these  circumstances  it  appears  to  me 
that  the  question  is,  first  of  all,  "  Shall  we  say  anything  whatever,  or  come  to  any 
decision  at  all  1"  If  it  is  the  mind  of  the  Assembly  to  say  nothing,  good  and  well. 
In  that  case  we  substantially  indicate  that  we  have  nothing  that  we  can  with  advan- 
tage say  in  present  circumstances.  But  if  we  are  to  say  anything,  I  agree  with  Mr. 
Hain  in  thinking  that  it  must  be  clear  and  unequivocaL  I  aapport  the  motion  of 
Sir  Henry  Moncreiff ;  but  all  of  us,  I  think,  must  have  a  strong  feeling  that  if  it 
should  become  necessary  to  vote  to-day,  our  division  will  be  of  a  very  different 
charaoter,  and  of  a  far  less  disagreeable  character,  than  some  of  the  divisions  to 
which  we  have  been  accustomed  in  former  years.  Certainly  any  difference  between 
Mr.  Main  and  the  supporters  of  Sir  Henry  MoncreifiTs  motion  is  merely  a  difiTerenee 
as  to  the  way  of  bringing  out  the  matter.  I  certainly  could  not  desire,  on  behalf  of 
Sir  Henry  Moncreiff's  motion — except  in  those  parts  where  he  was  critioising  its 
terms — anything  to  be  said  more  satisfactory  or  gratifying  than  the  statement  of 
Mr.  Main.  And  I  do  not  refer  to  Mr.  Main  alone.  I  think  the  discussion  of  this 
day  worth  having  were  it  only  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  ont  so  nneqaivoeally 
some  of  the  statements  that  have  been  made  also  by  Mr.  Nixon ;  and  I  think  it  is 
manifest  that  if  the  Assembly  is  pleased  to  accept  Sir  Henry  MonereifTs  motion, 
aod  in  terms  of  that  motion  to  appoint  a  committee,  the  effect  of  this  diseussion  will 
be  that  the  duty  of  that  committee  will  certainly  not  be  to  promote  disunion  in  the 
Church  itself.  Whatever  that  committee  may  feel  themselves  called  upon  to  do — 
and  I  do  not  suppose  that  they  will  feel  themselves  called  upon  to  be  busybodies  in 
every  conceivable  direction — ^it  is  becoming  very  clear,  even  from  the  tendeney  of 
some  minds  that  have  not  arrived  altogether  at  the  point  we  have  arrived  at  with 
reference  to  the  stand  the  Church  should  take  as  a  Church,  always  exoepting  the 
resolute  and  consistent  mind  of  Mr.  Cameron  of  Brodick,  that  this  committee's 
work  will  lie  in  the  direction  possibly  of  correcting  misrepresentations  coming 
from  the  Establishment,  but  as  little  as  possible  in  any  other  direction.  It  will 
<!ertainly  be  the  duty  of  such  a  committee,  after  such  a  diseussion  as  this,  to  hesi- 
tate if  it  cannot  altogether  avoid,  expressing  itself,  as  the  Assembly  itself  does,  in  a 
way  in  which  some  brethren  do  not  altogether  approve,  or  at  least  to  take  care  that 
what  it  says  cannot  be  construed  into  an  attack  upon  loyal  and  frdthfhl  brethren  of 
the  Free  Church.  With  reference  to  the  motions,  setting  aside  Dr.  Begg*s  motion 
for  the  reason  stated  by  Mr.  Main,  and  looking  at  Mr.  Nixon's  motion,  I  have  to 
say  first  of  all  that  in  the  very  construction  of  it,  even  in  a  matter  in  which  I  quite 
agree  with  its  substantial  statements,  it  contrives  to  involve  a  Jadgment  on  this 
question,  namely,  how  far  the  preamble  of  the  Act  of  1846  binds  office-beavers  of 
this  Church  in  the  same  way  and  to  the  same  efflBct  as  the  formula  itself.  Now, 
that  is  a  deep  question  at  present  under  discussion  between  Sir  Henry  Moncreiff 
and  Mr.  John  Mackensie ;  and  I  do  not,  for  my  part,  feel  myself  called  upon  to 
interpose  with  a  sudden  jtidgment  between  combatants  so  distiuguished.  And  then 
again  I  do  not  think  that  Mr.  Nixon's  motion  sufficiently  does  JasUee — though  the 
spirit  of  it  points  that  way — to  the  point  of  the  difference  in  principle  between  us 
and  the  Established  Church,  as  we  do  in  the  second  resolntion.  Then  I  think  it  is 
of  importance  that  we  shonld  indicate  clearly^  as  we  do  in  the  third  reaolutioa,  the 
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groimdB  on  wludi  ire  set  oniBelres  to  our  work  in  the  poBition  in  wkioli  we  are  pro- 
TidenUallj  placed,  for  the  porpose  and  with  the  intention  of  making  the  most  of 
that  position,  rejoicing  in  It,  glorying  in  it^  and  aeeking  to  carry  forward  the  work 
committed  to  ub  without  a  thought  of  a  backward  glance,  or  of  anything  like 
Bchemea   and    negotiations   for   some    improved    position.      I  think  the   most 
important  objection  to  8ir  Henry  Honcreiff's  position  was  that  soggested  by 
I>r.  Begg,  dwelt   upon  with  great  energy  by  Mr.  Nixon,  and  tooehed  upon  by 
Mr.  Midn,  that  it  does  not  bring  out  with  sufficient  force  or  emphasis,  or  in 
the  right  place,  the  doctrine  of  our  Church  with  respect  to  the  duties  and  obligations 
of  rulers  and  nations,  as  such,  to  the  truth  of  Jesus  Christ.    There  is  no  questiou, 
nor  any  temptation  to  make  a  question,  with  respect  to  that  in  itself;  but  I  think  it 
ought  not  to  be  diffienlt  to  satisfy  the  Assembly  that  the  manner  in  which  we  bring 
these  things  into  the  motion  is  precisely  that  which  is  called  for  by  the  oTertures, 
and  by  the  position  in  which  we  are  placed,  and  by  the  nature  and  obligation  of  the 
principles  themselres.    Obserre  that  the  question  comes  up  by  overtures  that  have 
respect  to  the  relation  in  which  we  stand  to  the  Established  Church,  and  in  which 
the  Established  Church  stands  to  the  State  upon  the  one  hand  and  to  our  principles 
upon  the  other.    There  is  no  question  between  us  and  the  Established  Church  in 
regard  to  the  obligations  of  States  and  nations  as  such.    The  one  question  on  which 
we  are  called,  then,  to  fix  the  attention  of  any  of  our  people  who  may  be  in  danger 
of  being  aedaecd  or  bewildered,  or  who  may  wish  to  have  furnished  to  them  means 
of  defending  themselves  and  their  Church's  position — the  one  tldng  is  just  the 
question  on  which  we  left  the  Established  Church,  and  the  principle  which  we  have 
been  maintaining  in  our  separate  position — it  is  that  we  are  called  upon  to  commend 
to  the  attezLtion  of  onr  people.    But  when  we  go  on  to  say — ^as  we  think  it  desirable 
we  should — that  we  find  ourselves  providentially  in  a  position  which  we  are  the 
furthest  removed  from  conceiving  there  is  the  smallest  probability  of  our  ever 
ehanging,  it  is  very  natural  that  we  should  explain  ourselves  then.    It  is  natural 
that  we  idionld  point  out  that  our  value  for  that  position  is  not  connected  with  our 
being  disposed  to  abandon  the  principle  that  States  and  nations  owe  duties  to  the 
Church  of  Christ,  and  ought  to  perform  them.    It  is  in  connection  with  this  we  say 
among  the  advantages  onr  position  has  it  gives  us  abundant  opportunities,  which  we 
are  Iwond  to  nse,  to  advocate  that  principle :  we  recognise  this  along  with  all  the 
other  adTantages  which  this  position  ofifers  to  us.     I  tUnk  that  is  the  right  and 
reasonable  way  of  bringing  each  principle  into  its  place  in  our  motion.    I  repeat,  all 
this  precisely  suits  the  position  we  occupy  in  reference  to  this  precise  matter  on  which 
oveiturea  come  np,  and  about  which  we  are  called  to  take  up  our  ground.    With  re- 
ference to  some  matters  that  have  been  referred  to,  I  would  like  to  say  this^— I  am 
very  fax  from  ever  having  thought  that  a  minister  of.  our  Church  had  necessarily  ceased 
to  hold  Free  Church  principles  becaose  he  may  have  formed  what  I  regard  as  a 
mistalLen  or  exaggerated  opinion  as  to  the  manner  in  which  the  repeal  of  Queen 
Anne's  Act  had  affected  the  position  of  the  Churches.    It  is  obviously  clear  that  a 
man  may,  as  I  regard  it,  be  quite  wrong  on  that  question  and  yet  right  in  his  view  of 
the  pxinciple  of  spiritual  independence  itself.    I  quite  grant  that.    On  the  other  hand, 
I  moat  say  I  would  rather  not  see  the  Church  take  up  that  man's  ground.    I  would 
rather  see  the  Chureh  take  np  a  diatinctly  different  position.    I  do  not  think  that 
that  man  nor  the  Church,  if  it  take  up  his  position,  could  very  well  defend  the  position 
of  this  Church  or  could  do  the  whole  duty  that  is  to  be  done  in  enlightening  our 
people  with  respect  to  that  matter;  and  I  would  rather  be  disposed,  in  reference  to 
any  brother  in  that  position,  to  hope  and  expect  that  by  degrees  he  would  come  to 
see  the  whole  position  as  I  regard  it  more  clearly  than  he  has  come  to  do  now.   Why, 
at  the  time  of  the  Disruption,  I  suppose,  there  were  Free  Churchmen  who  were  left 
by  mistake  in  the  Church  of  Scotland,  not  because  they  were  not  Free  Churchmen  in 
their  hearts,  but  becaose  they  failed  to  see  how  the  legal  decisions  bore  upon  the 
principles  they  had  in  their  hearts.    I  don't  run  down  such  men,  but  I  could  not 
regard  them  as  occupying  a  position  in  which  I  would  like  to  see  my  Church  mixed 
up.    Indeed,  as  regvds  those  who  lean  to  the  exaggerated  vfew  of  the  operation  of 
Qiatta  Anne's  Act,  and  who  look  on  the  repeal  of  it  as  so  very  important,  tiiey  seem 
to  me  to  walk  into  temptation.    They  are  tempted,  in  making  out  their  point,  to 
acoosunodate  the  statement  of  onr  Free  Church  prineiples  to  the  exigencies  of  their 
sigsment.    They  are  tempted  to  abstain  from  such  clear  and  full  statements  as  to 
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what  the  Church*!  independency  impliei  in  the  Eatabliihed  Chnreh  m  Are  dednble 
when  onr  principles  are  to  be  stated  and  defined.  It  ia  manifestly  qnite  impossible 
in  the  time  allowed  me  to  go  into  the  question — and  it  is  hardly  neoessaiy  thai  I 
should  do  so— as  to  the  effect  of  the  recent  Act  abolishing  the  Act  of  Queen  Anne. 
I  will  say  this  in  conclusion.  I  must  say  I  feel  it  is  of  great  importance  that  tliis 
Church  at  this  time  should  look  well  to  the  true  construction  of  the  legislation  and 
the  decisions  which  brought  the  Disruption  to  pass.  No  doubt  it  is  a  point  which 
seems  to  be  going  into  the  past,  but  the  real  reason  why  we  cannot  go  altogether 
away  from  this  point  is  Just  that  what  we  hare  got  to  deal  with  is  the  concrete 
Establishment,  and  we  must  look  at  its  posiUon  as  that  position  actually  came  to 
pass.  I  am  not  satisfied  that  this  Church  should  seem  to  concede  that  perhaps  the 
Established  Church  now  stands  tolerably  clear  on  the  ground  of  spiritujd  independ- 
ence ;  but  that  there  are  other  reasons  connected  with  theological  professors,  and  I 
don't  know  what  else,  that  are  still  a  ground  of  separation.  1  regard  that  as  little 
better  than  conceding  or  betraying  the  substantial  reason  of  our  separation,  and  that 
it  is  important,  it  is  essential,  if  we  speak  at  all,  that  we  speak  in  the  clear  and 
unambiguous  terms  of  Sir  HeniPy  Moncreifif's  motion. 

Hr.  KIDSTON  of  Femiegair  (elder),  said — That  in  the  first  place,  he  could  not 
agree  with  the  motion  of  Sir  Henry  Moncreiff  for  the  following  reasons  * — Under  his 
first  head,  he  did  not  assert  the  doctrine  of  Christ's  Headship  oyer  the  nations.  To 
make  that  matter  plain,  he  quoted  from  his  motion — (1.)  **  That  it  is  the  duty  of 
this  Church  to  cherish  in  the  minds  of  her  faithful  people  a  lively  sense  of  Uie  im- 
portance of  the  trtUha  for  which,  in  assuming  and  maintaining  her  separate  poaition, 
she  has  been  called  to  contend.''  That  was  the  general  statement  And  then  he 
went  on  to  say,  "  And,  in  particular,  of  the  sole  subjection  of  the  Church  in  spiritoai 
things  to  Christ  as  her  only  Head."  Now  he  would  ask  Sir  Henry  Moncreiff,  What 
were  the  truths  he  referred  to  in  the  first  part  of  that  statement  1  Did  he  mean  what 
Dr.  Chalmers  said  in  the  Chair  of  the  Assembly  ? — "  The  Voluntaries  mistake  ns  if 
they  conceire  us  to  be  Voluntaries.  We  hold  by  the  duty  of  OoTcmment  to  gire 
of  tJieir  resources  and  their  means  for  the  maintenance  of  a  Gospel  ministry  in  the 
land.  That  is  to  say,  though  we  quit  the  Establishment,  we  go  ont  on  the  Establish- 
ment principle.  We  quit  a  vitiated  Establishment,  but  would  rejoice  in  returning 
to  a  pure  one.  To  express  it  otherwise :  we  abi  tbe  adyooaxeb  for  a  National  re- 
cognition AXj}  National  suffobt  or  Beugion— Aim  wb  abb  hot  Volumtabixs." 
He  wished  to  know  if  that  truth  was  among  the  truths  alluded  to  in  a  vague  manner 
in  the  former  part  of  the  first  head  of  Sir  Henry's  motion  1  If  so,  what  was  the 
meaning  of  this  vague,  ha^,  indefinite  allusion  1  Why  did  he  not  say  at  once  that 
the  principles  of  the  Free  Church  were  opposed  to  Voluntaryism  on  the  one  band, 
and  to  Erastianism  on  the  other  1  The  second  head  ia  the  old  atory  about  the  new 
principle  of  law.  He  did  not  wish  to  be  offensive,  but  Uiis  new  principle  of  law  of 
Sir  Henry's  was  simply  what  was  called  a  mare's  nest.  It  arose  from  a  eonfoaion 
between  legislative  and  judicial  functions.  In  point  of  fact,  during  the  whole  period 
of  the  collision  which  issued  in  the  Disruption,  the  State  did  nothing.  In  an  ethi^ 
point  of  view,  he  did  not  exculpate  the  State,  yet  in  a  legislative  sense  it  did  no 
more  than  abstain  from  action.  It  was  inexcusable  for  any  to  try  to  mislead  the 
people  by  confounding  spheres  essentially  distinct,  and  trying  to  make  the  legialative 
and  the  judicial  functions  identical  The  State,  as  such,  imposed  no  new  cmditions 
of  establiahment,  though  her  declinature  to  act  left  no  alternative  to  our  clergy  and 
people  but  to  diampt.  But,  as  they  all  knew,  the  obnoxious  law  was  now  removed, 
and  therefore  the  collision  could  not  again  occur.  When  the  law  was  repealed,  both 
the  law  and  the  judicial  interpretation  of  it  alike  went  to  the  Tomb  of  the  Capnleta. 
As  to  the  third  head,  he  conld  not  comprehend  it^  it  was  an  unintelligible  muddle 
of  contradictory  things,  and  with  all  deference,  he  really  doubted  whether  Sir  Henry 
understood  it  himself.  He  agreed  with  Sir  Henry  that  they  were  not  yet  ripe  as  a 
Church  to  unite  with  the  reformed  Establishment — that  is,  in  other  words,  for 
the  Free  Chnreh  of  Scotland  to  unite  with  the  Church  of  Scotland  free.  For 
himself,  he  was  not  yet  ready  to  join  the  Establishment.  He  did  not  like  the  amidl 
heterodox  sohool  who  are  allowed  to  remain  in  the  Church  of  Scotland  in  opposition 
to  her  principles;  but  the  abolition  of  the  Law  of  Patronage  will  gradually  increase 
the  number  of  sound  and  evangelical  men  in  the  Church,  and  then  he  hoped  that 
those  heterodox  individuals  will  be  brought  to  the  bar  and  expelled.    Beaidea  that» 
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It  U  neceuaiy  for  him  to  remain  in  the  Free  Ohnreli  to  aasiat  in  keeping  Sir  Henry 
Monereiff  and  Principal  Rainy  in  order,  and  tliat  the  Ooarta  of  the  Established 
Church  might  be  warned  to  serve  themselyes  hein  to  their  inheritance  of  liberty, 
and  to  enter  on  a  new  career  with  gratitnde  and  hnmility.    Bat  he  could  not  agree 
either  with  the  laat  part  of  Sir  Henry's  motion,  becanae  he  objected  to  a  committee 
of  the  composition  of  which  be  was  not  informed,  and  the  half  of  whom  might  be 
either  concealed  or  arowed  Yolontaries,  being  allowed  to  expend  the  funds  of  the 
Church  in  eircniating  a  statement  which  he  was  never  to  see  until  it  is  published. 
Besides  that,  m  committee  who  had  abandoned  an  essential  Free  Church  principle, 
were  not  the  proper  parties  to  explain  Free  Church  principlea  to  the  people.    The 
Bev.  Andrew  Gray  of  Perth  published  a  Catechism  which  received  the  sanction  of 
the  Church,  and  explained  Free  Church  principles.    If  the  Committee  would  pro- 
pose to  eircnlate  that  Catechism  he  would  have  no  objection.    Sir  Henry  haa  ob- 
jeeted  that  spiritual  independence  in  the  abstract  has  not  been  conceded.     But  the 
Confession  of  Faith  seta  forth  the  independence  of  the  Church.    I  suppose  Sir  Henry 
alladea  to  co-ordinate  jurisdiction,  and  I  cannot  agree  to  allow  him  to  make  such  a 
new  interpretation  of  the  Confession  on  this  head.     What  Sir  Henry  is  aiming  at 
seems  to  me  to  be  an  nltramontane  independence,  which  I  for  one  do  not  accept, 
and  never  desire  to  see  granted  to  any  Church,  established  or  non  established,  an 
independence  of  attained  doctrine,  of  a  Church's  constitution,  in  short,  both  a  dia- 
honesty  and  a  tyranny.    I  prefer,  therefore,  the  motion  of  Dr.  Begg.    The  principles 
of  the  Free  Chnrch  r^ccted  alike  Yoluntaryism  on  the  one  hand,  and  Erastianism 
on  the  other,  and  if  the  friends  opposite  had  attempted  to  force  an  incorporating 
union  with  the  United  Presbyterians,  their  eyes  would  soon  have  been  opened  to  see 
what  Free  Church  principles  were.    He  had  no  sympathy  with  the  cry  for  Disestab- 
liflhment,  and  had  to  say  that  the  efforts  of  the  gentlemen  opposite  would  have  no 
more  effect  in  aeeomplishing  this  object  than  if  Sir  Henry  were  to  stand  in  the 
sqaare  before  liim,  and,  in  the  moat  dignified  manner,  to  let  off  a  pea-cracker,  or  if 
a  U.P.  cracker  were  to  be  let  off  in  another  place.     He  thought  it  waa  singularly 
inappropriate  to  attack  the  Scottish  Establishment  at  the  present  juncture,  when 
they  knew  that  there  were  fifty  thousand  persons  out  of  the  pale  of  any  Church  in 
Edinburgh,  and  a  hundred  and  forty  thousand  ont  of  the  pale  of  any  Church  in 
Olasgow.    It  seemed  to  him  a  strange  thing  that  as  the  Church  of  Scotland  geta 
freer  and  purer  it  ihonld  be  pro  tanto  more  the  object  of  attack  by  Free  Church 
people,  just  aa  it  was  a  strange  thing  to  see  Free  Churchmen  opposing  the  abolition 
of  Patronage  in  the  Church  of  Scotland,  and  actually  suggesting  or  approving 
Erastian  amendments  on  the  Bill,  in  order  that  they  might  complain  afterwards  that 
it  was  Erastian.     I  told  some  of  our  friends  who  were  in  London  on  this  errand  that 
they  were  not  only  chargeable  with  doing  evil  that  good  might  come,  but,  in  point 
of  fact,  with  doing  evil  that  evil  might  come.     He  had  just  another  remark,  in 
referenee  to  the  cry  for  Disestablishment.    This  cry,  sir,  is  urged  as  a  corollary  to 
the  Voluntary  principle  which  confines  the  action  of  the  State  to  temporal  matters, 
whieh  nudntslns,  that  when  the  Scripture  declares  that  Government  is  an  ordinance 
of  Qod  for  good,  this  did  not  include  the  Highest  good,  a  position  which,  in  his  opinion, 
U  not  warranted  by  a  single  text  of  Scripture,  but  which,  on  the  contrary,  every 
text  eondemns.    He  conld  not  vote  for  Sir  Henry  Moncreill's  motion,  but  supported 
that  of  Dr.  Begg. 

Dr.  BEGG,  in  reply,  said  it  seemed  to  him  that  in  any  proper  reply  that  conld 
he  made  to  the  overtures,  calling  upon  the  Assembly  to  re-affirm  the  principles  of 
the  Chnrch,  there  mnst  be  a  distinct  statement  of  what  these  principles  were.  Any- 
^hing  like  a  one-sided  statement  of  the  principles  of  the  Church  would  certainly  not 
meet  the  diificnltieB  which  men  might  have  in  different  parts  of  the  country.  It  did 
not  seem  to  him  that  the  alteration  which  had  been  made  in  Sir  Henry  MoncreifTs 
motion  in  the  slightest  degree  removed  the  objection  which  he  had  to  it,  because  it 
^u  not  said  that  the  Headship  of  Christ  over  the  nations  was  maintained  at  all.  It 
vss  said  that  something  was  to  be  done  towards  inflaeneing  the  nation  as  such  to 
perform  the  duties  which  they  owed  to  the  truth  and  Chnrch  of  Christ  That  was 
v«Ty  good  so  far  as  it  went,  but  it  did  not  assert  the  nature  and  origin  of  that  obli- 
gation, visL,  that  Christ  was  Head  of  the  nations;  and  it  was  upon  that  ground  that 
they  were  entitled  and  bound  to  admonish  the  rulers  of  the  nation  to  act  for  Him 
and  in  advancement  of  His  cause.  In  fact^  they  did  not  put  what  they  said  about 
^  nation  on  the  same  footing  at  all  with  what  they  said  in  regard  to  the  Headship 
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of  Christ  oyer  the  Church.  It  was  all  rery  well  to  mj,  "  One  thing  at  a  time ; "  but 
he  maintained  that  thej  conld  not  giye  a  fair  representation  of  the  principles  of  the 
Free  Church  in  two  sections.  They  must  state  them  together,  if  they  woold  state 
tliem  at  all ;  and  that  objection  he  had  therefore  decidedly  still  to  Sir  Henry  Mon- 
creifrs  motion.  It  had  been  yery  strongly  stated  that  both  before  the  Disruption 
and  since  no  acknowledgment  had  eyer  been  made  of  the  right  of  the  Established 
Church  ^'ure  divino,  and  that  if  there  had  been  anything  of  that  kind  it  had  been 
extinguished  in  connection  with  the  proceedings  of  the  Disruption.  This  was  an 
ej^ggerated  yiew,  although  he  admitted  that  matters  were  not  yet  right  He 
thought  it  could  be  preyed  in  the  clearest  possible  way  that,  apart  altogether  from 
what  took  place  at  the  Disruption,  the  diyine  right  of  the  Established  Chnrch  had 
been  held  since  by  the  ciyil  courts.  In  1849  there  was  a  case  before  the  ciril  court 
affecting  this  yery  question  of  jurisdiction,  and  the  Lord  Justice-Clerk  (Hope)  made 
the  following  statement : — "  I  take  simply  the  fact  that  the  Church  of  Scotland,  as 
established  by  law,  has  adopted,  and  that  statute  has  declared  and  proclaimed,  that 
according  to  the  Word  of  God,  as  interpreted  by  the  Church  of  Scotland,  its  chnrch 
courts  are  inyested  with  the  right  and  duty  of  discipline  for  its  members,  and  that 
such  right  flows  from  the  diyine  institution  of  the  Christian  ministry,  and  of  the 
Presbyteries  which  the  Chnrch  of  Scotland  holds  to  be,  although  not  of  diyine  pre- 
scription, as  the  only  form  of  church  goyemment,  and  as  founded  on  and  as  agree- 
able to  the  Word  of  God."  Lord  Medwyn  went  on  to  make  a  similar  statement : — 
*'  The  Scottish  Confession  of  Faith  is  declaratory  of  this  distinction,  and  of  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  Church  courts  of  the  Established  Church  of  Scotland,  bntthe  rule  is 
not  confined  to  these.  I  ascribe  the  right  of  independent  Chnrch  goyemment  to  a 
much  higher  source,  and  giye  it  a  much  wider  application."  And  a  yeiy  honoured 
relatiye  of  his  excellent  friend.  Sir  Henry  Moncreiff  (Lord  Moncreifl),  had  in  1870, 
made  a  precisely  similar  statement : — "  Within  their  spiritual  proyince,  the  Chnrch 
courts  are  as  supreme  as  we  are  within  the  ciyil,  and  as  this  is  a  matter  relating  to 
the  discipline  of  the  Church,  and  solely  within  the  cognisance  of  the  Chnrch  coarts, 
I  think  we  haye  no  power  whateyer  to  interfere."  It  will  not  do  therefore  io  affirm 
that  the  Established  Church  has  not  an  admitted  rights  and  that  eyen  jure  divino 
in  the  matter  of  ordinary  discipline.  He  stated  in  the  former  part  of  the  day  that 
he  held  that  the  Established  Church  had  not  been  set  yet  absolutely  free  by  all  that 
had  taken  place ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  they  must  not  attempt  to  oyeratata  the 
case,  and  get  their  statements  contradicted.  They  mnst  state  their  principles  and 
their  case  fuUj  but  guardedly,  and  in  such  a  form  as  that  they  could  clearly  proye 
their  assertions.  But  his  difficulty,  after  all,  was  more  with  the  conclusion  of  Sir 
Henry  MoncreiflTs  motion.  He  should  haye  liked,  as  an  indiyidual,  if  the  proposal 
of  Mr.  Someryille  and  Dr.  Duff  could  haye  been  adopted.  They  could  haye  unani- 
mously, as  a  General  Assembly,  adopted  some  declaration  or  address  to  the  people 
of  the  Free  Church  which  would  meet  the  existing  difficulties,  and  preyent  eyen  the 
appearance  of  diyision  among  themselyes.  Of  course,  the  statement  wonld  require 
to  be  guardedly  made;  but  he  did  not  see  why  there  shonld  be  the  giying  of  anch 
unlimited  and  extensiye  power  to  a  committee  which  would  consist  of  men  on  one  aide* 
(Ko,  no.)  Most  undoubtedly  that  would  be  the  case.  He,  for  example,  could  not  go  on 
that  committee  as  the  matter  stood,  and  there  was  no  reason  why  such  a  power 
shonld  be  committed  to  any  irresponsible  committee.  He  did  not  see  why  a  state- 
ment could  not  be  prepared  in  connection  with  this  General  Assembly,  or  if  thai 
conld  not  be,  in  time  to  be  issued  by  the  Commission  in  August.  In  eonclnding. 
Dr.  Begg  stated  that  he  did  not  see  why,  because  men  left  the  Free  Chnrch  and  went 
to  the  Established  Church,  they  should  follow  them  witii  denunciationB.  He  would 
allow  them  to  go.  And  he  did  not  see,  on  the  other  hand,  why  if  a  man  left  the  Free 
Church  and  joined  a  Church  which  did  not  hold  the  principles  of  the  Free  Church 
on  the  Headship  of  Christ  oyer  nations,  that  they  shonld  follow  them  with  laudation 
and  great  shouts  of  approbation.  It  seemed  to  him  that  they  should  first  be  consis- 
tent ;  state  their  principles  as  applicable  on  all  sides,  and  warn  the  people  that  they 
must  neither  go  to  the  right  hand  nor  the  left^  but  stand  upon  the  ground  which 
they  had  occupied  with  so  much  adyantage  since  the  Disruption. 

Mr.  SOMEBYILLE  said— As  I  see  that  it  is  the  wish  of  the  General  Assembly 
to  yote  on  the  three  motions,  and  as  my  motion  has  had  some  influence  for  good 
and  so  far  has  senred  its  end,  I  beg,  with  the  permission  of  my  seconder  and  of  the 
General  Assembly,  to  withdnw  my  motion. 
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ffir  Heuy'fl  motion  was  then  put  against  Mr..Nizon%  when  there  roted  with 

8ir  Henrj  Moncreiff^  .  .  .  418 

Kr.  Nizon,   .....  68 

Majority,       .  •  .  .  345 

Dr.  Begg's  motion  wis  then  pat  against  Sir  Henry  Moncreiff 's^  with  the  follow* 
ing  result : — 

Sir  Henry  Moncreiff,  •  •  .  405 

Dr.  Begg,     .....  78 


Majority,       .  .  •  •  332 

Therefore,  in  terms  of  tliat  motion,  the  General  Assembly  find — 

1.  That  it  is  the  dnty  of  this  Chnreh  to  cherish  in  the  minds  ef  her  faithful 
people  a  lirely  sense  of  the  importance  of  the  troths  for  which,  in  assuming  and 
maintaining  her  separate  position,  she  lias  been  called  to  contend,  and,  in  particular, 
of  the  doctrine  of  the  sole  subjection  of  the  Ohnrch  in  spiritual  things  to  Christ  as 
her  only  Head,  and  to  His  Word  as  her  only  standard,  in  carrying  out  the  goyem- 
ment  which  He  has  appointed  in  His  Church,  distinct  from  the  Civil  Magistrate. 

2.  That  nothing  has  taken  place,  by  recent  legislation  or  otherwise,  to  alter  tho 
conviction  that  the  principle,  contrary  to  said  doctrine,  affirmed  by  the  decisions  in 
the  seeond  Auehteruder  and  Stewarton  cases,  and  enforced  by  other  decisions  and 
acts  of  the  eivil  oonrts,  confinned  by  solemn  appeal  made  to  them  by  all  the  branches 
of  the  Legislature  in  1848,  and  unequivocally  accepted  by  the  existing  Established 
Chnreh,  is  stiU  maintained  by  the  State  in  its  ecclesiastical  arrangements  for 
Scotland. 

8.  That  while  this  Chureh's  position  of  separation  from  the  State  affords  abun- 
dant opportunity  which  she  is  bound  to  use  for  exerting  her  influence  toward  the 
discha^  by  the  State  and  the  nation  as  such  of  the  important  duties  which  they 
owe  to  the  truth  and  Church  of  Christ,  the  whole  course  of  the  Lord's  dealings  with 
her,  and  in  particular.  His  great  goodness  on  the  one  hand  manifested  since  the 
Disruption  in  1843,  the  large  fields  of  usefulness  opened  up,  and  the  encouragement 
in  temporal  and  spiritual  things  which  she  has  had  abundant  reason  to  acknowledge ; 
and  the  whole  condition,  on  the  other  hand,  of  the  nation,  the  State,  and  the  rela- 
tions of  religious  parties,  and  the  prc^^ress  of  events  in  the  history  of  the  land,  com- 
bine to  admonish  her  not  to  be  moved  away  from  the  ground  assigned  to  her,  but 
rather  resolutely  to  hold  it  fast  and  to  call  upon  her  people  to  give  themselves  with 
renewed  liberality,  diligence,  and  prayer,  to  the  work  and  service  at  home  and  abroad 
whieh  the  times  require. 

Therefore  the  General  Assembly  resolve  to  appoint  a  committee  to  take  action 
aa  they  may  see  expedient,  in  the  spirit  of  these  declarations,  with  a  view  to  directing 
and  stirring  tJie  mfaids  of  our  members  and  adherents  toward  the  truths  and  duties 
eonnnitted  to  them  through  their  attachment  to  Free  Church  principles,  and  to  guard 
oor  congregations  sgainst  misleading  influences.  And  they  instruct  said  committee 
to  eoBB^er  the  expediency  of  issniug  any  statement  or  statements  of  a  popular  kind 
fitted  to  promote  these  ends. 

From  which  judgment  Dr.  BBQG  and  others  dissented,  for  the  following  rea- 
sons; — 

1.  Because  the  rssohition  contidns  no  assertion  of  the  Headship  of  Christ  over 
nations,  and  thus  gives  an  imperfeet  and  distorted  view  of  Free  Church  principles. 

2.  Because  the  power  proposed  to  be  given  to  the  committee  sanctioned  by  tho 
resolutioD,  is  undefined  and  excessive,  and  may  be  dangerous  to  the  peace  and  best 
interests  of  the  Ohnreh.  '* 

To  this  dissent  there  adhered  Thomas  Smith,  minister ;  William  Nixon,  minis- 
ter; William  Kidston,  elder;  Alexander  Cameron, minister ;  J.  Lang,  elder;  David 
If 'Keiksa, minister;  William  Fraser,  minister;  Williani  Sinclair,  elder;  William 
Jfo&t^  minister;  Angus  Maekay,  minister;  Hugh  M'Doogall,  minister;  Jamea 
IThyte,  elder;  B.  O.  Webster. 

The  Assembly  then  a^oumed,  to  meet  again  in  the  evening,  at  eight  o*cloek. 
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EVENING  SEDERUNT, 

The  Assembly  met  again  in  the  eyening  at  eight  o*eloek — Dr  M'Laaehlani 
iloderator. 

OOLOHIAL  BXPOBE. 

Mr  RoBEBT  G.  Baltoub  said — In  laying  on  the  table  of  the  Assembly,  as  I  hare 
now  the  honour  of  doing  for  the  second  time,  the  anittal  Report  of  the  Colonial 
Committee  (Appendix  YI.),  I  shall  content  myself  with  a  yery  brief  statement; 
for,  thanks  to  the  Pan- Presbyterian  Coancil,  which  was  to  haye  been  held  here  thia 
summer,  had  not  onr  American  cousins  interposed  their  yeto,  we  are  iayonred  tm 
the  present  occasion  with  an  nnusnal  number  of  representatiyes  from  the  Presby- 
terian Chnrches,  both  of  our  western  and  southern  colonies.  I  feel,  therefore,  that 
it  would  be  unbecoming  in  me  to  stand  between  them  and  the  Assembly  any  longer 
than  I  can  help. 

I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  report  that  oar  finances  are  In  a  sound  and  proaperooa 
condition.  Though  the  annual  collection  was  almost  precisely  the  same  aa  last 
year's,  and  the  amount  arising  from  legacies  and  donations  considerably  smaller,  yet 
we  haye  begun  the  present  financial  year  with  a  balance  in  our  fayour  rather  better 
than  that  of  the  preyious  year.  And  this  is  not  due  to  our  haying  made  a  smaller 
number  of  appointments.  On  the  contrary,  we  haye  made  more,  17  or  18  aa 
against  12  or  IS.  Some  of  those  appointed,  howeyer,  haye  not  yet  started  for  their 
destinations,  so  that  the  expense  of  their  passage  and  outfit  will  fall  within  the 
present  year  and  reduce  the  balance  in  our  bands.  Besides,  as  we  haye  oflea  hsd 
•occasion  to  say,  if  we  could  only  get  anything  like  the  number  of  men  to  go  that 
the  colonies  desire  and  need,  the  drain  upon  our  resources  would  be  such  thst  our 
funds  would  be  more  than  swallowed  up.  And  we  are  not  without  hope  thaft^  owing 
partly  to  the  exertions  of  the  deputies  from  these  churches  during  their  yisit  to  thia 
eountry,  and  partly  to  the  "  short*service  plan  "  approyed  of  by  last  Assembly,  and 
now  cordially  adopted  by  all  the  colonial  chnrches,  a  larger  number  of  our  proba- 
tioners may  this  year  be  found  willing  to  respond  to  the  argent  call  to  go  and  mini- 
ater  to  their  fellow-countrymen  abroad. 

A  promising  student  of  our  Church  sud  to  me  the  other  day,  '*  1  oonfesa  I  neyer 
could  feel  much  interest  in  the  colonies  as  a  mission  field.  I  tUnk  they  should 
proyide  for  their  own  wanta."  I  belieye  that  this  is  a  common  feeling,  though  it  la 
not  often  so  frankly  expressed,  but  it  is  one  which  a  little  knowledge  of  the  faeta 
of  the  case  would  at  once  remoye.  If  the  churches  of  Britahi  had  panned  thia  line 
of  policy  towards  the  colonies,  the  probability  is,  that  they  would  haye  lapaed  almost 
entirely  from  the  profession  and  practice  of  the  Christian  faith.  The  Choreh  haa  a 
haad  enough  struggle  to  maintain  with  the  world,  as  it  is,  in  these  young  and 
enterprising  communities,  but  if  it  had  receiyed  no  help  and  no  eneouiagemeni 
from  the  parent  chnrchea  at  home,  the  case  would  haye  been  Infinitely  wone.  The 
fact  is,  that  at  the  first  settlement  of  a  colony  the  people  are  generally  too  poor,  too 
widely  scattered,  and  too  thoroughly  engrossed  in  the  work  of  taming  the  wildow 
aess  into  a  fruitful  field*  to  be  either  able  or  willing  to  do  much  in  the  way  6f  anp- 
porting  the  ordlnancea  of  religion.  At  that  stage  it  is  indispensable  that  the  home 
Church  deal  with  the  eolony  as  with  the  foreign  mission  field,  sending  ont  at  it* 
own  expense  ministers  embued  with  an  eyangelistic  spirit,  and  full  of  self-denying 
.seal.  At  a  late  stage  in  the  history  of  a  colony  there  comes  to  be  atnmgly  felt  a 
desire  for  a  laige  supply  of  ministers  of  the  right  stamp,  and,  the  iniUal  diffienl- 
ties  of  the  settlers  being  now  got  oyer,  there  &  no  lack  of  money  to  defray  the 
expense  of  bringing  them  from  a  distance,  and  of  supporting  them  when  they  come. 
StUl,  the  necessary  supply  cannot  be  produced  in  the  eolony,  bat  maat  be  imported 
from  the  mother  country.  Schools  are  yeiy  quickly  planted  eyen  in  remote  and 
thinly-peopled  districts ;  churches  and  manses  soon  follow ;  bnt  diyinity  haUa  are  a 
much  later  growth.  It  is  not  easy  for  a  young  eolony  to  withdraw  some  of  their 
best  preachers  from  the  pulpit  in  order  to  put  them  in  the  profesaor's  chair.  And 
it  is  still  more  difficult,  with  so  many  lucratiye  openings  for  young  men  in  eyery 
department  of  buainess,  to  indace  a  sufficient  number  to  study  for  the  minlsliy.  In 
these  circumstances  the  Church  at  home,  though  largely  reUeyed  from  the  neeessity 
of  rendering  pecuniary  hdp,  must  oonUnue  to  send  oat  ministers  to  supply  the 
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TAcandes  that  ooenr  from  year  to  year.  And  even  when,  as  in  Canada,  there  are 
well-appointed  diyiniiy  halls  attended  by  a  large  number  of  stadents,  still  we  are 
pooling  in  onr  emigisnts  npon  them  so  fast  that  they  are  quite  unable,  without  our 
aid,  to  OTertake  the  necetsitles  of  this  ever-increasing  population.  It  is  a  great 
Home  MisBion  work  that  is  set  before  them— greater,  more  difficult,  and  more  urgent 
€Ten  than  onr  own  (and  that  is  formidable  enough),  a  work  in  which  they  may  most 
reasonably  look  to  us  for  help  both  in  the  ehape  of  men  and  means,  since  it  is  the 
overflow  from  this  eonntry  that  creates  the  embarrassment  which  they  are  straining 
«?ery  norre  to  OTeroome. 

I  trust  I  have  said  enough  to  show  that  necessity  is  still  laid  upon  us  to  keep 
oor  brethren  in  the  colonies  who  are  doing  so  much,  and  doing  it  so  nobly,  to  help 
themselTes.  It  would  be  easy,  did  time  permit,  to  show  how  wide  is  the  field  which 
these  immense  territories  present — how  loud  the  call  to  enter  on  it,  if  it  is  not  to  be 
lost^  not  only  to  Presbyterianism,  but  to  our  common  Christianity,  and  how  interest- 
ing and  attractive  is  the  work  in  that  comparatively  virgin  soil,  especially  to  young 
men  with  any  spark  of  energy  and  enterprise — any  measure  of  readiness  to  endure 
hardness  as  good  soldiers  of  Jesus  Christ^ 

And  besides  these  consideraUons,  which  should  be  the  chief  inducements  to  a 
truly  Chxistian  man,  there  are  the  subordinate  advantages  in  most  of  our  colonies 
of  a  pure  climate,  the  prospect  of  a  speedy  settlement,  a  sufficient  income,  and  an 
hospitebloy  warm-hearted  people,  ready  to  receive  a  true  minister  of  Christ  with 
open  anns,  to  listen  with  eager  interest  te  hie  teaching,  and  to  esteem  him  very 
highly  in  love  for  his  work's  sake.  I  admit  that  it  is  not  any  sort  of  man  with  the 
title  "  Beverend  "  te  his  name  that  the  colonies  will  respect.  I  believe  there  is 
very  little  reverenee  felt  by  these  free  out-spoken  people  for  a  mere  white  neck- 
elotb.  They  want  men  of  true  piety  and  devotedness,  with  fair  preaching  gifts,  and 
a  reasonable  measure  of  common  sense.  This  at  least  they  must  have,  and  this,  I 
believe,  will,  with  the  blessing  of  God,  ensure  success. 

I  think  it  will  be  admitted  that  I  am  not  picturing  the  standard  of  qualification 
for  the  ministry  in  the  colonies  teo  high.  Perhaps  some  of  onr  colonial  brethren 
here  to-night  may  think  that  I  am  pitching  it  low  enough.  Surely  there  are  not  a 
few  of  onr  candidates  for  the  ministry  who  possess,  in  some  fair  measure,  these  three 
essential  requiaites — ^piety,  pulpit  power,  and  common  sense.  Will  none  of  them 
venture  to  niak«  trial  of  their  gifto  in  a  field  far  more  necessitous  and  far  more 
promising  than  they  are  at  all  likely  to  find  at  homet  Are  none  of  them  fired  with 
the  noble  ambition  of  taking  a  place  in  that  band  of  Christian  patriots  who  shall  be 
hoaontd  to  lajr  the  word  of  the  living  God  at  the  foundation  of  these  great  nations 
of  the  future  f  Or  will  they  all  "stend  timorous  on  the  brink,  and  fear  to  launch 
away  "  1  Well,  if  there  are  any  such  timorous  ones,  whether  their  apprehensions  arise 
from  a  modest  estimate  of  their  own  powers,  a  doubt  of  their  adaptation  to  the  colonial 
field,  or  the  shrinking  which  we  all  feel  from  entering  upon  a  new  and  untried  scene, 
we  hope  that  tliey  will  look  with  a  kindly  eye  upon  the  "  short-service  plan,"  as  one 
well  sailed  to  meet  their  case.  I  need  not  explain  it  here.  It  was  fully  explained  at 
Isit  Assembly^  and  has  been  set  before  the  students  at  their  divinity  halls  during  the 
7ear.  Ita  object  is  simply  to  enable  young  men  to  proceed  to  the  colonies  to  labour 
there  for  a  period  of  two  and  a-half  years  by  way  of  experiment,  with  the  option  of  be- 
coming pastors  in  the  colonial  ehurehes  if  they  get  a  call  and  if  they  like  the  fields 
or  of  retamingy  if  they  prefer  it^  not  only  without  the  loss  of  position  and  prestige^ 
hot  with  all  tfie  benefit  to  be  derived  from  some  knowledge  of  the  world,  and  all  the 
tdiU  of  having  been  selected  by  the  Church  for  so  important  a  mission  and  having 
honourably  fnlfiUed  it^  The  General  Assembly  sanctioned  this  plan  a  year  ago.  The 
Colonial  Chnrehca  have  given  it  their  cordial  approval,  and  we  shall  be  much  dis- 
sppohited  if  some  of  our  superior  studente,  freeh  from  the  Hall,  do  not  avail  them- 
f elves  of  this  opportunity  of  seeing  the  great  colonial  field  with  their  own  eyes, 
and  giving  it  a  fiur  trial 

It  is  not  necessary  for  me  to  say  anything  about  the  Colonies  in  deteil,  as  most 
of  them  are  aUy  represented  here  to-night  In  South  Africa  there  are  two  or  three 
vMandes  which  we  are  very  anxious  to  see  soon  and  suitebly  supplied.  Three 
minktors  of  onr  Choreb,  of  &t  more  tiian  average  ability,  have  during  the  past  year 
redgaed  their  charges  at  home  in  order  to  accept  of  calls  from  congregations  in  the 
Colonies.    Mr  Hacdonald,  late  of  Kaim,  who  is  now  settled  in  Toorak,  Melbourne ; 
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Hr  Beaiiie,  late  of  Piteairngreezi,  now  minister  of  Cbalmera'  Chnroh,  Helbonme^  tiMf 
BuccesBor  to  Dr  Oaims;  and  Mr  Treadwell,  late  of  SteTenston^who  has  been  appointed 
to  Wanganui,  New  Zealand.  It  lias  also  been  a  soarce  of  mueh  gratification  to  the 
committee  to  be  able  to  appoint  an  esteemed  minister  of  the  Befonned  Presbyto- 
rian  Cliarch — Mr  Jackson  of  Ginran — to  Belize^  Hondarss,  to  relieve  oor  mneh  re- 
spected father,  Mr  Arthur,  who  is  constrained  bj  age  and  Infirmity  to  retire  from 
that  field  where  he  has  laboured  so  faithfully  and  so  long.  In  New  Zealand  theie  ia 
now  eyery  prospect  of  a  union  of  the  Presby  terianism  of  that  Colony,  not  so  thonNigh 
perhaps,  as  elsewhere,  but  still  welcomed  by  the  friends  of  union  as  an  instalment  of 
better  things  to  come. 

But  the  great  event  of  the  past  year  has  been  the  union  of  the  Presbyterian. 
Churches  in  the  Dominion  of  Canada^  happily  consummated  In  the  month  of  June 
at  Montreal.  That  large  and  energetic  Church  has  a  yast  field,  and  a  great 
future  before  it  The  committee,  desirous  of  marking  their  appreciation  of  the 
importance  of  the  union  and  their  sympathy  with  the  United  Chnrdi  in  their 
arduous  Home  Mission  work,  have  doubled  on  this  occasion  their  peenniaiy  help,  and 
they  hare  also  appointed  the  Ber.  A.  N.  SomerTille,of  Qlasgow,  to  represent  them  at 
the  General  Assembly  which  is  to  meet  at  Toronto  in  the  l>e£^ning  of  June.  We 
rejoice  to  haye  secured  for  this  purpose  the  services  of  one  so  well  known  and  so 
much  beloved,  one  who  will  do  his  work  in  no  mere  formal  or  perfunctory  way,  bat 
will  there,  as  recently  in  India,  and  thirty  years  ago,  in  the  very  same  Canadian 
territory,  avail  himself  of  every  opening  to  preach  the  everlasting  gospel,  to  brin^ 
sinners  to  the  Saviour,  and  to  unite  that  Church  to  ours  by  the  holiest  and  best  of 
bonds.  We  are  glad  that  the  Assembly  has  already  put  its  seal  upon  our  choice^ 
and  given  Mr.  Somerville  a  wider  commission  than  we  could  give  him,  and  we 
are  sure  that  fathers  and  brethren  will  not  forget  the  appeal  which  he  made  to  on 
to  follow  him  with  our  sympathies  and  our  prayers. 

There  is  one  matter  of  detail  which  I  have  to  bring  before  the  Assembly  in 
closing.  It  is  this — When  my  excellent  friend,  Mr.  Hope,  was  appointed  aeeretary 
to  the  Colonial  and  Continental  Committee  six  years  ago,  there  was  some  littlo 
hesitation  felt  by  the  Church  about  making  such  appointments,  and  the  Assembly 
somewhat  stringently  tied  up  the  hands  of  both  committees  as  to  the  salary  to  be 
given.  The  appointment  has  proved  eminently  successful,  and  others  of  a  similar 
kind  have  followed,  in  regard  to  which  the  same  restriction  has  not  been  imposed. 
Now,  the  two  committees,  looking  to  the  increased  cost  of  living  since  the  appoint- 
ment was  made,  and  the  increased  labour  laid  upon  oor  Secretary,  owing  especially 
to  the  development  of  our  Continental  Scheme,  and  which  he  has  to  overtake  wiih 
scarcely  any  help,  have  to  request  the  Assembly  to  give  them  a  little  diseretionaxy 
power  in  the  way  of  making  some  small  addition  to  the  salary  of  their  Seeretaiy. 
All  they  would  think  of  would  be  some  five  and  twenty  pounds  from  each  committee. 
We  can  assure  the  Assembly  that  we  are  not  disposed  to  be  extravagant  in  the 
expenditure  of  oor  funds.  We  are  as  anxious  as  the  Assembly  can  be  to  economise. 
We  promise  yon  that  we  shall  not  abuse  our  liberty  if  you  untie  our  hands ;  but 
shall  practise  as  strict  an  economy  as  is  consistent  with  the  efficient  management  of 
two  of  the  largest  and  most  important  schemes  of  the  Church. 

In  conclusion,  the  Committee  have  long  desired  to  send  out  a  deputy  to  the 
sister  Churches  in  the  Australasian  colonies,  but  have  not  as  yet  been  able  to  cany 
out  their  purpose.  I  have  been  much  encouraged  however  by  receiving  a  letter  this 
day  from  a  gentleman,  who  does  not  wish  his  name  to  be  mentioned,  stating  that  if 
the  Bev.  J.  H.  Wilson  of  the  Barclay,  or  some  such  man,  will  go  for  a  period  of  six 
months,  he  will  become  bound  to  supply  the  liinds  to  pay  his  and  Mrs.  Wilson's 
passage  to  Yictoria  and  back.  This  is  a  most  munificent  ofier.  A  visit  from  such 
a  man  would  do  great  good,  and  he  himself,  as  a  hard-working  minister,  would  be 
much  the  better  of  the  change.  I  trust  that  Mr.  Wilson  may  be  induoed  to  give  a 
favourable  consideration  to  this  proposal,  and  that  his  congregation  will  not  throw 
any  serious  obstacle  in  the  way. 

The  Bev.  Dr.  Greig,  of  Toronto;  Mr.  Jenkins^  of  Montreal;  and  Mr.  Qtaat,  of 
Ilali&x,  appeared  as  the  deputation  firom  the  Canadian  Church. 

Dr.  GBEIG  congratulated  the  Assembly  on  the  union  which  was  to  be  eonsvm- 
mated  on  Thursday  between  the  Free  Church  of  Scotland  and  that  noble  band  of 
Beformed  Presbyterians  who  had  so  long  and  so  faithfully  upheld  the  blue  banner 


TUEgDAT,  MAY  23,  1876.  109 

«f  tlie  CoYenaaL    He  proceeded  to  sketch  the  history  of  hie  Church,  remarkiiig 
that  they  looked  upon  the  colleges  ss  the  sheet-anchor  of  the  Ghuroh  in  Canada. 

Dr.  JENKINS,  Montreal,  helieved  that  in  forming  the  union  in  Canada  they 
had  aaerificed  no  principles^  and  that  they  acted  tmly  to  the  Preahyterian  Chnrch 
in  tMs  conntry.  The  Chnrchea  in  Canada  used  to  fight  a  good  deal,  hat  they  came 
to  see  that  better  work  might  be  done  than  fighting  with  fellow  Presbyterians.  In 
Kontreal,  he  was  sorry  to  say,  about  three-fourths  of  the  population  were  Boman 
Catholics,  moat  of  them  descendants  of  French  settlers.  Perlups  the  most  dan* 
gerooa  element  in  Montreal  was  the  Boman  Catholic  priesthood,  but  an  important 
erent  took  place  lately  in  connection  with  the  Boman  Catholic  Church.  The  services 
of  a  cottTerted  priest  had  been  seeured  to  labour  in  Montreal,  and  so  successful  had 
his  mission  been  tliat  the  heads  of  five  hundred  families  had  publicly  addressed  to 
the  Bishop  through  the  newspapers  their  recantation  of  the  Boman  Catholic  faith. 
He  made  a  strong  appeal  for  help,  and  promised  good  experienced  ministers  an 
excellent  field  if  they  would  only  go  to  Canada. 

Ber.  Mr.  GBANT,  Halifax,  alluded  to  their  position  as  a  united  Church.  They 
bad  felt  it  to  be  madness  to  remain  separate,  and  had  consequently  united,  desiring 
a  strong  Protestant  Church  which  would  be  in  a  position  to  cope  with  the  Boman 
Catholic  Church.  He  also  spoke  of  the  work  which  had  been  begun  in  the  new 
province  of  Manitoba.  He  thanked  the  Assembly  for  sending  their  revered  father, 
Mr.  Somerville,  of  Olaagow,  as  the  deputy  of  the  Free  Chnrch,  to  their  Church  in 
Canada. 

Dr.  MACDONALD,  from  Melbourne,  a  deputy  representing  the  Presbyterian 
Church  of  Yictorla,  then  addressed  the  Assembly  as  follows : — Moderator,  it  has 
long  been  a  day-dream  of  mine  that  I  might  have  an  opportunity  of  addressing  the 
Oeneral  Assembly  of  the  Free  Church  of  Scotland.  I  have  been  wishing  this,  not, 
I  hope,  from  mere  vanity,  although  It  is  a  privilege  in  which  any  man  might  exult, 
but  under  a  deep  impression  that  I  could  do  no  better  service  to  the  Church  of  my 
adoption  than  to  strengthen  the  interest  already  felt  in  her  condition  by  the  great 
nasiMfnblagft  now  around  me. 

Yon  were  hearing  much  last  night  about  the  grand  old  world  India,  and  you 

have  been  hearing  to-night,  so  far  as  the  proceedings  have  gone,  about  the  great 

West — the  Dominion  of  Canada.    It  falls  to  me  now  to  ask  your  attention  to  a  newer 

world  than  America — a  region  farther  east  than  India  and  further  south  than 

Ethiopia.    Far  away,  on  the  other  aide  of  the  earth  where  several  oceans  meet, 

there  is  a  group  of  islands,  or  rather  many  groups,  a  series  of  archipelagos,  in  which 

Broad  Scotland  *^  might  be  lost,  and  in  which  even  the  tight  little  island,  amusingly 

called  Qreat  Britain,"  might  be  almost  invisible  to  the  naked  eye.    The  peculiarity 

of  that  region  is,  that  the  land  there  is  not  in  one  great  block  like  America  or 

Africa,  but  in  a  multiiode  of  islands,  many  of  whidi  are  in  a  very  great  scale. 

Australia  proper  is  almost  as  long  as  Europe.    Our  waters  are  great  oceans,  and 

oar  rivexB  are  straits  when  oompaied  to  which,  even  the  SL  Lawrence  is  but  a  silver 

thread.     There  is  yonder  every  variety  of  soil  and  climate — lands  richer  than 

Goshen,  and  deserts  more  awful  than  the  wilderness  of  Sinai.    This  region  from 

Weatem  Australia  to  F^i,  and  from  New  Guinea  to  New  Zealand,  is  almost  all  in 

the  possession  of  Britain,  and  is  occupied  by  a  white  population  approaching  to  three 

mtllions,  94  per  cent,  of  whom  are  British  subjects.    We  in  Australasia  are  not  a 

suscellaneoos  gathering — ^the  outcasts  of  every  nation  under  heaven,  but  emigrants 

either  from  the  British  Islands  or  native-bom  subjects  of  Qaeen  Victoria,  thoroughly 

British  in  Isngnage  and  sympathy.    They  are  dogged  workers,  putting  their  new 

country  in  order.    Bass*s  Straits,  leading  into  Melbourne,  are  as  well  lighted  by 

light-houses  as  the  English  Channel ;  and  Melbourne  itself  is  a  great  city,  receiving 

last  year  firom  London  £6,000,000  sterling  for  wool  alone,  and  almost  as  much  more 

for  gold  dust.    Why,  then,  it  may  be  asked,  is  any  aid  from  Scotland  asked  for 

such  a  land  ?    To  which  I  reply  that  we  do  not  ask  for  grants  of  money,  but  men 

— Christian  ministers  to  follow  your  own  sons  and  daughters,  and  help  us  to  set  up 

in  that  land  Christian  ordinances  among  them.    Bemember  that  there  almost  every 

one  is  bent  on  gold  ;  and  that  although  happily  we  have  not  yet  a  sunken  class,  we 

are  on  the  high  way  to  it^  unless  means  be  taken  at  once  to  arrest  the  downward 

career  of  many  of  our  people.    We  have  there  drunkards — ^loafers,  cheats,  mammon- 

woxihippexB,  debased  women,  forsaken  children,  useless  young  men  sent  away  as  a 
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riddance,  and  who  will  do  nothing  but  beg.  These  &re  rapidly  becoming  a  &Uen 
clasi,  though  I  moat  not  be  andentood  aa  aoggeating  that  my  fellow-ooIoniatB  gene- 
rally are  of  this  class.  In  no  country  in  the  world  are  there  truer  Chrifltiana  and 
happier  families  than  in  Australia,  though,  alas  I  the  viru$  of  moral  eril  is  there 
too,  and  dereloping  with  awful  rapidity.  I  must  add  that  we  in  Australia  haye 
many  special  hindrances  to  the  progress  of  Christisn  work.  Distances  in  the  in- 
terior are  great  Infidelity  is  bold.  We  Presbyterians  are  only  one-serenth  of  the 
population.  Our  families  are  scattered  among  people  of  all  creeds  and  no  ereed,. 
and  yet  God  is  giring  the  Church  there  much  work  to  do. 

There  are  eight  distinct  colonies  in  Australasia  not  yet  confederated.  In  two 
of  these.  Western  Australia  and  Fiji,  there  is  not  a  single  Presbyterian  minister  as 
yet.  In  the  rest  we  hare  about  850  ministers,  though  unfortunately  eaeh  colony 
has  still  its  own  separate  Church.  We  hope,  however,  by  and  by  to  be  one  wholes 
like  the  Church  in  the  Dominion  of  Canada  which  is  now  one,  fit>m  Newfoundland 
in  the  Atlantic  across  the  whole  Continent,  to  VaneouTer  Island  in  the  Paeifie 
Ocean.  We  receire  members  from  all  the  sections  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  at 
home.  We  are  a  Pan-Presbyterian  Church,  and  sre  thus  rid  of  all  the  questions 
which  breed  mischief  between  neighbouring  Presbyterian  Churches  with  yon. 

I  am  here  only  as  the  representatiye  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  Yietoria ; 
and  yet  as  there  is  no  deputy  here  present  from  any  of  the  other  Presbyterian 
Churchea  in  Australasia,  I  would  like  to  say  a  word  on  behalf  of  the  nei^bonring 
colonies — Queensland,  the  Tsstest  of  all,  the  Jupiter  of  our  constellation,  with  its 
broad  lands  and  rising  townships  to  be  counted  by  the  score ;  Kew  Zealand,  the 
most  Scotch  of  all  our  colonies,  with  its  mountains  high  as  the  Alps,  and  ri? era 
greater  Uian-  the  Tweed  or  the  Tay ;  Kew  South  Walea,  with  its  great  territoiy^ 
into  which  population  is  pouring;  South  Australasia,  stretching  from  ocean  U> 
oeean,  and  Little  Tasmania,  the  gem  of  them  all. 

For  Victoria  much  might  be  said  cirilly  as  well  as  ecclesiastically.  It  is  about 
as  large  as  Great  Britain.  Its  sea-coast  has  the  temperature  of  the  northern  ahore 
of  the  Mediterranean  Sea.  Its  population  numbers  about  850,000.  Its  land  is  bst 
becoming  private  estate.  ICansions  are  rising  in  many  localities.  Life  uid  pro- 
perty are  aa  safe  as  in  Scotland.  More  than  one-tenth  of  the  public  revenue  is  at 
present  spent  on  a  system  of  free  education.  A  thousand  miles  of  railwi^s  are 
stretching  in  all  directiona  from  Melbourne.  Institutions  of  eveiy  kind  are  growing 
solidly  up.  Food  is  cheap ;  fruits  of  all  kind  are  abundant  Wages  are  good. 
Many  of  the  working  classes  live  in  houses  of  their  own ;  and  the  various  denomi- 
nations  are  labouring  in  friendly  and  honourable  rivalry  to  supply  religions  ordl- 
nances  to  their  adhering  people. 

The  Presbyterian  Church  of  Yietoria  has  about  140  charges  spread  over  the 
whole  colony.  Of  these  120  have  settled  ministers,  and  the  rest  are  supplied  by 
preachers,  inissionaries,  and  students.  Almost  every  congregation  in  the  colony 
has  its  churoh  and  manse.  We  have  about  ten  settlements  eveiy  year,  and  we  have 
a  large  outlying  field.  We  offer  work  and  maintenance  to  eveiy  true  workman.  I 
am  far  from  saying  that  our  Church  is  a  paradise,  though  I  know  no  more  happy 
field  of  labour,  and  we  are  not  without  tokens  of  the  Loid's  presence  any  more  than 
you  are  in  Scotland.  We,  too,  can  tell  of  conversions,  revival  movements,  Bible 
classes.  Sabbath  schools,  and  evangelistic  work. 

I  must  say  also  that»  like  all  other  true  Churches,  we  are  not  only  endeavouring 
to  reach  all  our  own  people,  but  also  seeking  the  good  of  those  that  are  beyond. 
Yacant  chaiges  in  the  other  colonies  naturally  look  to  ua  as  the  largest  Presbyterian 
Church  in  the  group.  Tasmania  has  got  half  its  members  from  us.  We  have  no 
fewer  than  three  missions  to  the  heathen-^ne  to  the  Chinese  in  Victoria,  number- 
ing about  20,000,  another  to  the  aborigines,  and  a  third,  along  with  other  Presby- 
terian  Churches,  to  the  New  Hebrides  islands  in  the  South  Sms.  Our  mission  to 
our  own  aborigines  is  specially  intereating  and  successful.  But  a  few  yean  sgo 
these  poor  people  were  the  most  degraded  of  human  beings,  suffering  under  the 
combined  evils  of  their  own  barbarism  and  the  vices  of  civilisation.  They  were 
actually  dying  out  through  neglect  and  disease.  It  was  in  these  cireumstanees 
that  our  Church  in  the  colony,  feeling  that  it  had  a  duty  to  perform  to  Uie  original 
possessors  of  the  country,  whose  lands  had  been  seized,  and  who  had  been  in  one 
generation  degraded  far  beneath  the  level  of  their  own  aboriginal  condition,  resolved 
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to  flstobliah  a  mlnlan  aaiong  them,  and  happily  we  were  led  at  once  to  the  right 
m]«i<nai7,  ICr.  Hergenaner,  a  MoraTian,  who,  with  the  consent  of  iiis  Board,  gaye 
hii  valiable  lerrieea  to  onr  Chorch. 

The  Qie  of  a  block  of  land  was  got  in  Oipp's  Land  from  the  GoTemment  on  tho 
Aron  iiTer.  Buildings  were  erected ;  abont  eighty  people  were  got  in  from  the 
wildf,  and  operations  began.  In  their  clreumatanceF,  and  among  a  British  people, 
it  was  foond  wise  to  let  them  forget  their  own  language,  which  was  found  to  be 
snotterably  and  anggestifelj  Tile.  They  were  taaght  to  proTide  their  own  food, 
and  yet  for  aereral  hoors  a  day  they  attended  school,  learned  to  sing  hymns,  to 
write,  to  read  their  Bibles,  and  together  to  take  part  in  social  life  and  pablie  wor- 
ikip.  In  doe  time  it  was  fonnd  that  a  separate  schoolmaster  was  needed,  and  tho 
•choel  soon  succeeded  so  well  that  a  Government  salary  was  obtained  for  it,  and  It 
wis  salgeeted  to  the  nsnal  mles  which  regulate  all  State-aided  schools.  It  has  been 
Rgalariy  inspected  and  tried  by  official  testa,  with  this  remarkable  result,  that  for 
three  yean  running  it  got  one  hundred  per  cent  of  passes — a  fact  which  has  a  high 
ethnological  as  well  as  a  missionary  yalne,  and  which  I  recommend  to  the  attention 
•f  those  philosophers  who  are  teaching  that  the  aborigines  of  Australia  are  but  ono 
remoTe,  if  eren  that^  from  monkeys. 

When  I  heard  the  strong  appeaU  made  last  night  for  men  of  every  great  and 
good  gift  for  the  work  of  God  among  the  heathen,  backed  as  the  appeal  was  by 
great  iniioenee  and  great  funds,  my  heart  almost  failed  me  for  the  colonies ;  but  on 
Reousideration,  I  am  encouraged  when  I  remember  what  God  and  the  homo 
Charehes  have  done  for  us  already.  We  do  not  indeed  appeal  to  the  present 
Chorches  to  send  us  geniuses,  but  we  insist  that  we  get  iair  men,  if  we  get  any. 
We  require  young  men  in  good  health,  and  of  fair  gifts  and  culture.  We  require 
a«t  weaklings,  or  fools,  or  selfish  creatures,  or  crotchetty  characters,  or  scarecrows  in 
white  aeektiei,  or  men  who  have  no  strong  connections  of  their  own,  or  who  amoso 
thensdves  by  preaehing  doubts  and  objections  to  the  Christian  faith.  We  require 
men  who  are  themselves  believers,  missionaries,  evangelists,  men  of  prayer,  men  of 
God.  We  spoefftlly  require  at  present  a  few  such  young  men  to  go  into  the  Bush. 
We  in  sDzions  to  put  your  short-servioe  plan  into  operation,  but  chiefly  for  tho 
Uterior. 

I  venture  to  press  on  this  Assembly  to  remember  anew  tho  great  commission^ 
"  Go  ye  into  ^1  the  worid,"  and  the  great  promise,  that "  the  uttermost  parts  of  tho 
earth  *  are  Christ's.  The  great  historical  lesson  cannot  be  foigotten  here  that  the 
Bother  Chnreh  in  Judea  began  at  once  to  send  the  best  of  her  preachers  and 
ipostles  to  the  regions  beyond,  and  that  some  even  of  the  inspired  writings  were 
•ddnssed  to  Jewish  eolcmlsta— the  dispersed — ^who  had  gone  far  from  their  native 
Ittd.  Too,  the  Free  Chureh,  have  done  much  for  the  colonies ;  and  I  ask  you  now 
to  help  thoae  who  are  helping  themselves.  I  appeal,  in  conclusion,  to  the  young 
preaehen  before  me,  who  may  be  tired  of  the  Old  World,  with  Its  conventionalities, 
its  glsthig  wrongs  and  miseries,  its  abounding  poverty  and  social  evils,  to  come 
with  me  to  a  land  where  a  man  is  a  man  if  he  is  worth  the  name,  and  to  join  the 
Wd  of  brothers  already  there  in  planting,  under  the  blue  sky  and  more  genial 
elime  of  Australia  Felix,  the  old  Blue  Flag  which  in  days  of  yore  animated  the  mar- 
tyrs of  eor  Chuzoh,  and  is  now  leading  to  more  peaceful  victories  for  religion  and 
^  Ood,  both  at  home  and  abroad. 

Mr.  CHARLES  WILSON,  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  Victoria,  said  that  the 
<use  of  religion  in  Australia  was  much  favoured  by  the  spirit  of  union  among  the 
different  denominations. 

I>r.  ADAH  moved  the  adoption  of  the  report  and  the  Assembly's  deliverance, 
which  expressed  pleasure  that  eighteen  appointments  had  been  made  to  the  colonial 
Charches,  recommended  the  subject  of  continental  work  to  the  consideration  of 
prpbationen  and  younger  miniaters  of  the  Chorch,  and  expressed  satisfaction  that 
the  ihort-serviee  plan,  inaugurated  by  last  Assembly,  had  met  with  the  approval 
of  the  Churches  in  the  colonies.  He  wished  to  bear  his  testimony  to  the  fact  that 
H^  wu  most  perfect  hmaony  between  the  home  and  foreign  work  of  the  Church. 
The  ihort-service  system,  he  thought,  of  sending  out  men  who  could  return  at  the 
^iiy  of  three  years,  was  a  hopeful  experiment,  as  It  might  induce  young  men  t^ 
go  abroad  who  might  not  otherwise  be  inclined  to  leave  this  country. 
Principal  DOUGLAS  seconded. 
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The  MODERATOB  thuiked  the  deputies  for  their  fttteadanee  and  «ddreiiM^ 
4md  the  report  was  adopted. 

The  Assembly  adjonmed  shortly  before  eleren  o'dook,  to  meei  again  next  di^ 
fttten. 


WEDKESDAT,  MAT  24. 

The  Assembly  renimed  this  momlDg  at  ten  o'clock — Ber.  Br.  M'Liaehlan, 
Moderator. 

THB  ENaUBH  PBIBBTTSBUS  OHUBOH. 

After  the  minutes  had  been  read, 

Mr.  W.  BALFOUR  said  he  was  sony  he  had  to  leave  the  Assembly  yesterday 
before  the  dellTerance  was  agreed  to  with  reference  to  Uie  deputation  from  the 
English  Presbyterian  Church.  He  desired  now  to  state  that  he  was  not  satisfied 
with  the  basis  of  union,  and  he  felt  he  could  not  Join  in  the  vote  of  congratulation. 

Sir  HENBY  MONCBEIFF— I  speak  to  order.  Mr.  Balfour  can  make  any 
correction  on  the  minutes,  but  he  cannot  speak  on  the  merits. 

Mr.  BALFOUB  attempted  to  make  some  further  remarks,  but  the  House  would 
not  hear  him,  and  he  sat  down,  saying  that  he  only  wished  to  clear  himself. 

THS  EQUAL  DIYIDXin)  FLATFOBK. 

The  Assembly  took  up  an  orerture  from  the  Presbyteiy  of  Shetland,  on  the 
subject  of  ministers  not  on  the  equal  dividend  platform,  which  set  forth  that  there 
were  thirty-five  ordained  ministers  with  full  charges  not  on  the  equal  dividend 
platform  who  had  less  than  £150  of  annual  income,  twenty  of  whom  had  less  than 
£130, nine  less  than  £120,  and  six  having  only  £103  a  year;  and  craved  the 
Assembly  to  devise  means,  either  in  connection  with  the  surplus  fdnd,  or  by  special 
supplementary  fond,  or  in  such  other  way  as  to  their  wisdom  might  seem  fit,  by 
which  eveiy  ordained  minister  in  a  regular  charge  should  have  an  income  of  not 
less  than  £150  a  year. 

In  connection  with  this  overture  the  Assembly  took  up  the  Beport  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Equal  Dividend  Platform,  which  gave  details  as  to  certain  caae%  and 
recorded  its  deepening  conviction  of  the  necessity  of  adopting  a  mle  in  connection 
with  the  surplus  fund  plan,  which  should  prevent  any  congregation  from  boeoming 
burdensome,  by  means  of  the  surplus,  beyond  a  certain  limited  and  reasonable 
amount— say  of  £100.  The  committee  recommended  that  the  following  six  charges 
should  be  admitted  to  the  platfonn  of  the  equal  dividend,  the  first  four  uncondi- 
tionally, and  the  last  two  to  be  under  the- provisions  of  Act  8, 1875  r-rCampsie, 
Macdonald  Church,  Glasgow;  West  Church,  Inverness;  Corsock,  Alford,  Olenshid. 
The  effect  of  the  limitation  in  the  two  last-named  cases  was  to  keep  the  ministers 
out  of  the  surplus  fund. 

Mr.  BBANDEB,  minister  of  Alford,  addressed  the  Assembly  in  support  of  n 
petition  from  the  deacons'  court  of  his  congregation,  craving  the  Assembly  to  place 
the  charge  on  the  platfonn  of  the  equal  dividend  unconditionally: 

Dr.  WILSON  moved  the  approval  of  the  report^  which  was  seconded  by  Mr. 

MXLDBUV. 

Mr.  FEEOUSON,  Kinmundy,  moved  that  Alford  congregation  be  admitted 
unconditionally  to  the  platform  of  the  equal  dividend,  which  was  seeonded  by  Mr. 
Abxbkbtht,  elder. 

A  show  of  hands  was  taken  between  the  two  motions,  which  resulted  in  the 
adoption  of  Dr.  Wilson's  motion  by  a  minority  of  13,  the  numbers  being — ^For  Dr. 
Wilson's  motion,  75  ;  for  Mr.  Ferguson's  motion,  62. 

Mr.  Mackay,  of  Glenshiel,  and  Mr.  Gould  and  Mr.  MTherson,  of  Loehalsb, 
appeared  to  plead  that  Glenshiel  be  admitted  to  the  platform  of  the  equal  dividend 
unconditionally. 

Mr.  MACKAY  having  addressed  the  court  on  behalf  of  the  claims  of  Glenshiel 
congregation. 
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Dr.  WILBOH  moved  the  approval  of  the  report,  which  wai  seconded  bj  Hr. 
H'M.iCKiiro,  elder. 

Mr.  FBASSR,  Boukeen,  moved  that  the  coDgregatiou  of  Glenshiel  be  admitted 
ancondiiioaallj  on  the  platform  of  the  equal  dividend,  which  wae  seconded  by  a 
Member. 

On  a  fihow  of  handa  Mng  taken,  Dr.  Wilson's  motion  was  carried  by  a  majority 
of  94,  the  nnmbert  being — For  Dr.  Wilson's  motion,  186  ;  for  Mr.  Fraser's  motion, 
42. 

The  Assembly  next  took  np  a  petition  from  the  deacons'  coart  of  Cockbamspath, 
praying  that  the  chareh  should  be  restored  to  the  platform  of  the  equal  dividend 
unconditionally. 

Mr.  DEWAR,  CockbDmspath,  and  Mr.  MATTHEW  addressed  the  Assembly  in 
eapport  of  the  petition. 

Dt.  WILSON  moved  that  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  refased,  and  that  the 
congregation  be  plaeed  on  the  platform  of  the  eqnal  dividend,  under  the  provisions 
of  Act  8, 1875. 

Mr.  if 'MICKINQ,  elder,  leeonded  the  motion,  which  was  agreed  to. 

BEPOBT  OF  BUBTINTATION  FDMD  OOIOIITTJB. 

Dr.  WII^ON,  Convener  of  the  Snstentation  Fond  Committee,  gave  in  the  report 
of  that  committee  (Appendix  No.  1),  and  in  doing  so,  said — Nine  years  have  now 
passed  since  the  Qeneral  Assembly,  on  the  recommendation  of  the  Sostentation 
Fund  Committee,  resolved  to  modi^  the  plan  of  distributing  the  fund  to  the  effect 
that,  after  living  a  minimum  eqnal  dividend  of  £150  to  all  ministers  on  the  plat- 
form, the  remainder  of  the  fund,  if  there  was  any,  should  be  distributed  among  a 
certain  elaaa  of  ministers,  giring  two  shares  eaeh  to  those  whose  congregations  con- 
tributed at  the  rate  of  10s.  and  upwards  per  communicant  to  the  fund,  and  one  share 
each  to  thoae  whose  congregations  contributed  7s.  6d.y  but  less  than  10s.  per  com- 
municant to  the  fund.  There  were  two  daases  of  ministers  who  were  excluded  from 
participation  in  the  benefit  of  the  surplua  fond — first,  those  whose  congregationa 
were  giving  less  than  £60  a  year  to  the  fund ;  and,  second,  those  whose  congregations 
were  contributing  leaa  than  at  the  rate  of  7s.  6d.  per  communicant.  The  reason 
for  excluding  the  first  class  was,  that  it  would,  in  the  circumstances  of  the  Free 
Church,  be  an  unwise  and  unjustifiable  expenditure  of  the  fond  to  give  more  than 
the  equjU  dividend  for  the  maintenance  of  ordinances  in  places  where  either  the 
population  or  the  adherents  of  the  Free  Church  was  too  small  that  they  could  not 
contribute  at  least  £60  per  year  for  the  maintenance  of  a  minister.  A  contribution 
from  lbs  general  fund  of  at  least  £97  a  year,  in  addition  to  the  contribution  of  the 
congregation,  was  deemed  as  much  as  the  Free  Church  was  warranted  in  expending 
for  the  maintenance  of  such  oongregations.  The  reason  for  excluding  the  other 
class  of  ainislen  was  different.  The  method  of  a  surplus  fund,  to  be  divided 
acoofding  to  the  rate  of  the  contributions  of  congregations,  was  designed  to  sUmolate 
local  tdffort,  and  in  order  to  this,  it  waa  necessary  to  fix  a  limit  somewhere,  and  to 
determine  that  when  it  waa  not  reached  the  surplus  fund  should  not  be  available. 
It  waa  believed  that  the  cases  must  be  rare  and  exceptional  in  which  congregations 
would  not  raise  at  least  a  contribution  averaging  7s.  6d.  per  communicant,  so  as  to 
eatiUe  their  ministera  to  the  benefit  of  the  surplus  fund.  Bnch  was  the  character  of 
the  proposal  made  to  the  General  Assembly  in  1867,  and  which  was  accepted  by 
them  with  a  vexy  gratifying  measure  of  unanimity,  and  it  is  in  accordance  with  it 
that  the  Snstentation  Fund  during  the  last  nine  years  has  been  distributed,  the 
only  modification  being  that  the  equal  dividend  has  been  raised  from  £150  to  £157, 
ao  aa  to  afford  a  clear  income  to  all  ministers  on  the  platform  of  £1 50  a  year,  after 
paying  the  rates  of  the  Widows'  and  Orphana'  Fund.  The  limitation  thus  imposed 
upon  the  amount  of  the  equal  dividend  waa  not  a  novelty  in  the  administration  of 
the  fond.  It  was  rather  a  return  to  the  plan  originally  devised  and  adopted.  Both 
in  1S48  and  1844  the  plan  proposed  was  a  limited  equal  dividend,  and  a  surplus  to 
be  divided  otherwiae.  Thia  proposal,  indeed,  never  came  into  practical  operation, 
joat  beeaase  the  amount  was  never  reached  which  fell  to  be  appropriated  to  the 
limited  equal  dividend.  But  the  plan  was  devised,  and  was  nnanlmouBly  accepted, 
and  If  in  1844  a  sum  had  been  realised  more  than  aufficient  to  pay  £150  to  each 
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miniaier,  the  aarplui  woald  hare  been  difided  aeoording  to  the  regolationa  thea  ii» 
force.  It  waa  preciaelj  ander  aoch  limitatlona  that  the  propoaal  of  1867  waa  made. 
The  deatination  of  the  aurplna  waa,  indeed,  different  from  what  waa  originallj  pro- 
poaed ;  bat  the  principle  of  diatribation  waa  the  aame  at  the  earlier  and  later  date. 
In  1867  the  equal  dividend  waa  £lii;  and  it  waa  qaite  within  the  range  of 
possibility  that  then,  as  in  1844,  there  might  hare  been  no  aurplna,  and  that  the 
whole  fund  wonld  fall  to  be  ahared  aa  eqaal  di?idend.  It  waa  not  withont  rery 
urgent  reasons  that  the  propoaal  waa  made  in  1867  to  rerert  to  the  original  plaa 
of  diatributiog  the  Saatentation  Fond.  It  had  been  found  by  a  painfal  ezperlenee 
that  the  method  of  an  unlimited  equal  dlridend,  without  reapeet  to  the  oontribil^ 
tions  of  congregations,  waa  producing  reaulta  which  threatened  to  be  diaaatrona  la 
the  intereata  of  the  Free  Church.  The  coat  of  living  had  Tory  much  increaaed,  and 
the  remuneration  for  all  kinds  of  labour,  akilled  and  unakilled,  had  inereaaed  in 
proportion,  and  the  income  of  our  ministers  waa  remaining  atationary,  or  rather  was 
diminishing.  For,  while  what  they  received  in  money  had  increaaed  by  abont  £20 
from  the  time  of  the  Disruption,  in  1867  an  Income  of  £150  waa  not  more  than 
equivalent  to  an  income  of  £100  In  1844.  So  early  aa  the  year  1854  thia  state 
of  thinga  waa  so  sensibly  felt  that  a  combined  and  atrenuoua  effort  waa  then  made 
to  realise  an  Increase  on  the  Suatentation  Fund  of  25  per  cent.  An  appeal 
waa  then  made  to  all  Preabyteriea  and  congregations,  which  waa  so  far  aucceaaful, 
but  which  failed  in  accompliahing  the  object  of  realising  a  dividend  for  ministers 
of  £150.  That  effort  exhausted  itaelf  in  1866,  and  for  more  than  ten  years  snb> 
aequently  the  Suatentation  Fund  Committee,  in  spite  of  all  their  endeavoura,  eonld 
not  aucceed  in  bringing  it  into  auch  a  atate  aa  to  yield  more  than  a  dividend  of 
£144.  The  experience  of  every  aucceedlng  year  was  affording  additional  proof 
that  under  the  method  of  distribution  then  in  operation  the  dividend  had  readied 
ita  maximum.  Such  were  the  circumataneea  in  which  the  propoaal  of  1867  was 
made.  The  plan  then  adopted  baa  been  on  ita  trial  for  nine  years,  and  it  is  for  the 
General  Aaaembly  to-day  to  determine  whether  it  ahall  be  departed  fh>m.  To  what 
results  has  it  led]  What  haa  our  experience  been  of  ita  benefita  or  diaadvantagest 
It  ia  by  the  anawer  given  to  thia  question  that  it  must  atand  or  fall.  For  in  the 
matter  of  Church  finance,  more  perhapa  than  in  any  other  matter,  we  muat  oonaent 
to  be  guided  by  the  light  of  experience.  While,  therefore,  I  think  that  on  general 
grounda  of  theoretic  principle  I  could  furnish  an  ample  vindication  of  the 
existing  plan  of  distribution,  I  am  quite  content  that  our  adherence  to,  or  departnre 
from,  it  ahould  be  determined  by  the  reaulta  of  experience.  Theae  residts  are 
already  in  great  meaaure  fully  before  the  Aaaembly.  In  preparation  for  what  has 
to  be  determined  to-day,  the  committee  have  during  the  paat  year  been  diligentlj 
and  carefully  inquiring  into  the  practical  operation  of  the  plan,  and  have  laid  before 
the  Church  the  nature  and  fruita  of  their  inquiriea.  Their  report  waa  laid  on  the 
table  of  the  Commiaaion  of  Aaaembly  in  March  laat,  and  haa  beaidea  been  aent  to 
the  ministera  and  treaanrers  of  the  Suatentation  Fund  in  the  aeveral  eongiegationa 
of  the  Free  Church  for  their  information.  Thia  very  elaborate  document^  which  I 
will  venture  to  characterise  aa  one  of  the  moat  valuable  which  has  ever  been  put 
into  the  hands  of  the  Assembly,  ia  entirely  the  work  of  Mr.  Meldmm,  the  secretary 
of  the  committee — to  whom  for  thia,  aa  for  many  other  aervieea,  the  Church  is 
under  a  deep  debt  of  obligation.  Of  conrae,  the  report  only  gives  the  reaulta  at 
the  end  of  eight  yeara'  experience,  and  except  for  thia  circnmatance  I  might  have 
contented  myself  with  simply  referring  to  it,  and  eapecially  to  the  remarka  of  Mr. 
Meldrum  prefatoxy  to  the  atatiatical  tablea  appended.  It  ia  desirable,  however,  in 
BO  far  aa  this  is  poaaible,  that  the  Aaaembly  ahould  be  preaented  with  the  &cts  as 
they  stand  at  the  present  date,  which  are  aa  follows.  The  comparison  ia  between 
the  yeara  1867  and  1876 : — £39,859, 15s.  2d.  has  been  added  to  income  from  eon- 
gregations,  being  an  increase  of  more  than  SO  per  cent.  The  equal  dividend  to  all 
ministers  on  the  platform  haa  been  raiaed  from  £144  to  £157}  being  an  inereaae  of 
£18  to  each.  The  number  of  congregations  giving  leaa  than  £60  a  year  haa  been 
reduced  from  162  to  58.  The  number  of  congregaiiona  contributing  more  than  £150 
haa  been  increased  from  205  to  324.  The  number  of  congregationa  whose  miniaters 
participate  in  the  aurplua  fund  ia  678,  and  of  theae  558  draw  the  higher  scale  of 
£36;  and  125  the  lower  scale  of  £18.  The  number  of  congregations  on  the  platfonn 
whose  ministers  do  not  participate  in  the  surplus  fund  \a  158.    In  1868  the  num< 
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ber  wu  ray  mneh  laiger.  The  nnmber  of  charges  on  the  platform  in  1867  was  778» 
it  is  now  836.     Theae  facta  are  sofficientlj  ezpresBive,  and  scarcely  need  to  be  com- 
Dented  on.    They  are  of  soeh  a  nature  as  amply  to  warrant  the  recommendation  of 
the  committee  to  adhere  to  the  existing  plan  for  the  distribation  of  the  fond.     The 
facts,  indeed,  point  so  eonclasiTely  in  that  direction,  that  I  can  scarcely  belieye  that 
&Dy  proposal  to  depart  from  that  plan  will  be  serioasly  entertsined.    If,  indeed,  any 
class  of  her  ministers  had  suffered  onder  the  operation  of  the  plan — if  the  income  of  t, 
the  larger  nnmber  of  the  ministers  had  been  increased  by  diminishing  the  incomes  I 
of  the  smaller  nnmber  who  were  in  less  fsTourable  circumstances — there  would  have 
been  good  canse  for  so  altering  and  modifying  the  plsn  as  to  avoid  this  injustice. 
Bot  no  such  result  has  followed,  or  indeed  could  follow,  from  the  prosecution  of  it. 
On  the  contrary,  before  there  could  be  any  surplus  to  be  diyided  the  plan  made  it 
iruperatiye  that  an  eqnal  dividend  of  £150  to  each  minister  on  the  platform  must  be 
lecnred.    By  a  later  Act  of  Assembly  the  equal  dividend  had  been  increased  to 
i'157.    To  obtain  this  limited  equal  dividend  may  be  said  to  have  been  the  primary 
object  of  the  plan.     And  by  means  of  it  this  object  has  been  obtained — ^an  object 
which  the  Church  by  other  methods  for  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century  had  been 
in  vain  endeaTouring  to  reach.    If  we  are  to  accept  the  logic  of  facts,  we  are  sorely 
warranted  in  saying  that  by  having  a  limited  equal  dividend,  by  reverting  In  fact  to 
the  original  plan  for  the  distribntlon  of  the  fund,  we  have  accomplished  what  was  quite 
impossible  under  the  method  of  an  unlimited  equal  dividend.    No  doubt  it  is  quite 
true  that  if  the  whole  revenue  of  the  fund  were  equally  divided  among  the  ministers, 
there  sre  a  considerable  number  of  them  whose  stipends  would  be  larger  than  they 
are.    But  it  mnst  be  remembered  that  the  larger  revenue  which  has  increased  the 
stipends  of  two-thirds  of  our  ministers  by  £50  is  due  to  the  fact  of  there  being  a 
limited  equal  dividend  and  a  surplus  fund.    This  is  what  the  history  of  the  fund 
teaches  us.    Previons  to  the  adoption  of  this  plan  the  progress  of  the  fond  was  ar- 
rested.   The  members  of  the  Church  who  were  the  most  sensible  of  the  inadequacy 
of  ministers'  incomes,  and  the  most  willing  to  add  to  their  contributions  in  order  to 
increase  them,  found  that  their  aim  was  thwarted,  and  that  under  the  system  of  an 
nnlimited  eqnal  dividend  no  better  provision  could  be  made  for  ministers.    They 
were  discooraged  and  paralysed  by  finding  that  it  was  so ;  that  their  increased  con- 
tribstions  were  myaterioosly  swallowed  up,  and  that  the  dividend  remained  station- 
sry.    It  was  the  adoption  of  the  present  plan  which  gave  scope  to  their  liberality. 
It  gave  them  the  opportunity  of  securing  the  end  they  were  aiming  at,  and  they  have 
▼ery  largely  availed  themselves  of  it.    Any  one  who  will  take  the  trouble  of  eza- 
mining  the  tabular  statements  prepared  by  Mr.  Meldnim  will  see  what  an  impulse 
has  b^  given  to  the  liberality  of  our  larger  and  wealthier  congregations  by  the 
adoption  of  the  present  plan.    In  the  20  congregations  alone  which  in  1867  were 
eoniriboting  £500  and  upwards  to  the  Sustentation  Fund,  there  had  been  realised 
at  the  end  of  laat  year   an  increase  of  nearly  £5000.    And  to  the  same  cause  is 
^rgely  due  the  fi^t  that,  under  the  operation  of  the  plan,  the  branch  of  revenue 
which  goes  under  the  name  of  legacies  snd  donations  has  been  almost  doubled,  be- 
eaoae  several  of  the  more  wealthy  and  liberal  members  of  the  Church,  besides  in- 
ercsdog  their  contributions,  sent  through  the  deacons'  courts  of  the  congregations, 
send  direetly  to  the  general  treasurer  large  donations  to  the  fond.     These  facts,  as 
veil  as  many  others  which  might  be  adduced,  tend  to  show  that  the  present  plan  of 
dUiribation  is  not  justly  liable  to  the  charge  which  some  have  adduced  against  it, 
that  it  tends  to  promote  a  spirit  of  selfishness,  instead  of  the  brotherly  kindness 
foatered  by  contributing  to  a  fund  from  which  the  ministers  received  share  and  share 
alike.    An  examination  of  the  tables  submitted  by  the  committee,  will  show  that  the 
larger  portion  of  the  increase  realised  has  been  by  congregations,  which  required  no 
increased  contributions  on  their  part  to  secure  for  their  ministers  the  highest  sur- 
plw.    It  is  quite  true,  indeed,  that  the  162  congregations  which,  in  1867,  were  con- 
tributing less  than  £60  a  year,  are  a  class  rapidly  disappearing  from  the  list,  and  it 
i&sy  be  fairly  enough  alleged  that  this  has  resulted  from  a  desire  to  bring  the  mini- 
eters  within  the  scope  of  the  surplus  fund.  It  was  a  result  which  was  anticipated  when 
the  plan  was  proposed,  and  in  itself  is  very  much  to  be  desired.    The  stimulus  which 
was  brought  to  bear  upon  this  class  of  congregations  was  all  the  greater  that,  if  their 
coDtribntiotts  exceeded  £60,  by  far  the  greater  number  of  their  ministers  would 
obtain  the  larger  surplus,  because  they  would  be  at  the  rate  of  lOs.  per  member. 
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Even  on  the  tappoBition  that  they  have  been  actuated  by  aneb  a  motive,  ahall  we 
hold  that  they  are  very  much  to  blame  %  la  such  a  motive  bo  nnworthy  a«  to  be 
deaerving  of  reproach  1  Bat  may  we  not,  with  equal  fairaeaa,  allege  that  the  in- 
creased contributiona  of  such  congregations  are  due  to  the  fact  that  ^e  present  plan, 
by  the  very  character  of  its  provisions,  made  them  sensible  that  their  contributiona 
hitherto  had  been  yery  inadequate,  that  they  had  been,  in  ignorance,  acting  unjoatly 
by  their  brethren,  and  unduly  leaning  on  their  generoaity.  There  waa  preaented  to 
them  in  it  a  definite  aim.  It  was  plainly  placed  before  them  that  what  the  Church 
expected  from  all  her  congregations  was  an  average  minimum  contribution  of  lOa. 
per  communicant.  I  have  no  doubt  that  this  .has  had  a  stimulating  effect  upon  the 
congregations  whose  average  contribution  waa  less  than  this,  and  that  the  tendency  is 
increaaing  from  year  to  year  to  bring  them  up  to  this  standard.  The  cases  are  veiy 
exceptional  in  which  it  is  not  attainable.  It  may  be  difficult  to  reaeh  it  in  localitiea  in 
which  the  standard  of  giving  has  hitherto  been  very  low,  and  above  all  among  people 
who  look  upon  the  Sustentation  Fund  as  a  tax,  which,  like  all  taxes,  will  be  g:nidg- 
Ingly  paid.  It  would  be  a  yaluable  service  if  some  of  our  mlniaters  would  favour  their 
congregations  with  some  systematic  thorough  Bible  teaching  on  the  subject  of  giring 
to  the  cause  of  Christ.  It  is  a  subject  to  which  a  prominent  place  is  given  in  the 
Scriptures,  and  the  practice  of  Christian  liberality  is  a  great  instrument  for  pro- 
moting the  growth  of  the  spiritual  life.  It  is  one  of  the  moat  direct  methoda  by 
which  a  Christian  can  manifest  hia  love  to  the  Saviour.  And  whenever  contribn- 
tions  to  the  Sustentation  Fund  become  an  expression  of  love,  they  will  not  only  be 
given  cheerfully  but  more  abundantly,  and  giving  them  will  be  felt  to  be  one  of  the 
blessed  priyilegcs  of  the  Christian  life.  It  is  a  sort  of  giving  which  doea  not  im- 
poverish any  man.  It  is  the  Divine  method  of  securing  a  better  temporal  proviaion. 
I  do  not  aasert  that  under  the  present  system  of  distribution  there  are  no  eaaea  of 
inequality  and  of  real  and  apparent  hardship.  It  is  impossible,  under  any  general 
rule,  that  there  should  not  be  such  cases.  It  may  be  possible  that  with  the  fight  of 
farther  experience,  to  make  some  exceptional  provision  for  such  eases,  aa  is  already 
done  in  a  somewhat  imperfect  way  in  the  case  of  Shetland.  But  there  are  two 
things  which  must  be  kept  in  view  in  aiming  at  any  such  adjustment  Firat^  that 
the  way  to  obtain  a  better  provision  for  ministers  in  such  localitiea  is  not  to  rerert 
to  the  principle  of  an  unlimited  equal  dividend.  Under  that  method  Uiese  mlniatera 
were  not  so  well  provided  for  as  they  are  now.  Second,  it  must  not  be  assumed  that 
oongregations  in  these  localities  have  reached  their  maximum«power  of  giving.  It 
is  by  an  increased  rate  of  contribution  on  the  part  of  congregations  that  such  a 
large  proportion  of  ministers  have  become  sharers  of  the  surplus  fund.  The  fund, 
in  fact,  is  created  by  the  contributiona  of  the  members  of  the  Church,  and  is 
increased  according  to  the  mesisure  of  their  liberality.  It  is  sorely  just,  therefere, 
that  eongregations  should  receive  the  benefit,  in  the  persons  of  their  ministers,  of 
their  increased  liberality,  and  it  would  be  a  discouragement  and  an  iDJustiee  to 
aueh  oongregations  that  others  shduld,  without  effort,  reap  the  fruit  of  their  in- 
dnatry.  It  is  not  in  accordance  with  Scripture  rule  that  some  ahonld  be  eased  to 
the  biudening  of  others,  but  rather  that  there  ahonld  be  an  equality.  It  weald  be 
well,  therefore,  to  understand  that  the  basis  of  any  arrangement  with  congregations 
whose  ministers  do  not  participate  in  the  surplus  fimd  must  be,  in  common  equity 
and  in  conformity  with  Scripture  rule,  an  increased  contribution  on  their  part  I 
am  very  far  from  being  insensible  to  Uie  fact  that  in  some  localitiea  there  la  a 
prevalence  of  deep  poverty ;  but  I  am  by  no  means  persuaded  that,  as  in  the  caae 
of  the  Churches  of  Macedonia,  this  has  abounded  to  the  riches  of  their  liberality. 
I  have  seen  no  reason  to  believe  that  "to  their  power,  and  beyond  their  power, 
they  have  been  willing  of  themselves."  There  is  much  evidence  to  the  contrary. 
It  has  been  proved  that,  both  in  mission  chaiges  in  our  laige  towns  and  in  the 
northern  islands,  it  is  within  the  power  of  eongregations  to  contribute  to  the  Sus- 
tentation Fond  at  the  rate  of  even  10s.  per  communicant  I  do  not  aay  that 
such  a  rate  of  contribution  should  be  made  a  condition  of  their  partioipatien  in  a 
snrplns  fund.  This  might  imply,  and  would  certainly  be  a  stiain  upon  them  which 
other  oongregations  do  not  feel.  All  that  I  contend  for  is  that  in  any  distributioa 
of  the  fund  it  should  not  be  taken  for  granted  that  they  are  and  have  been  giving^ 
up  to  the  measure  of  their  ability,  and  that  we  may  not  reasonably  expect  an 
Increased  contribution  aa  a  necessary  step  towards  a  more  adequate  maintenance 
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for  diefar  ministmrs.    Coniideiing  the  state  of  the  fond  at  last  General  Anembly,  it 
did  not  appear  Teiy  extraTagant  to  expect  that  at  the  close  of  the  year  now  past 
we  might  luiTe  been  in  a  position  to  declare  a  diTidend  of  £200  to  those  ministers 
who  partake  of  the  higher  sarplns.     But  we  ought  not  to  be  very  mach  diseonraged 
beeanse  we  hare  not  attained  this  point.    We  have  passed  through  a  year  of  great 
commercial  depression,  and  that  not  in  one  branch  of  trade  only,  but  affecting  all 
departments  of  it.    In  sneh  dronmstanees,  it  need  not  liave  surprised  ns  If  the 
Sastentation  Fund  had  been  somewhat  diminished.     It  is  at  least  encouraging 
that  this  has  not  been  the  ease,  and  we  may  therefore  entertain  the  sanguine  hope 
that,  with  a  reTived  trade,  wo  shall  easily  attain  the  first  object  of  the  plan  adopted 
nine  years  ago— at  least  with  proper  painstaking,  for  no  advance  is  possible  without 
this.    The  Sastentation  Fund  is  not  self-moving  and  self-acting.     We  hare  this 
additional  spnr  to  aetire  endearonr,  that  we  are  no  longer  foremost  among  unen- 
dowed Chnrehes  in  the  scale  of  ministerial  support    Others  sre  shooting  ahead  of 
OS— others  to  which  we  were  once  giving  an  example  and  furnishing  a  stimulus. 
The  Presbyterian  Chnrch  in  England  has  already  attained  what  we  are  now  only  still 
aiming  at,  and  the  United  Presbyterian  Church  is  providing  for  its  ministers  a  larger 
£verage  income  than  the  ministers  of  the  Free  Church  receive.    I  cannot  believe 
ihat  we  sliall  be  content  to  lag  behind  them,  but  that  we  shall  be  provoked  to 
jealousy  by  the  example  of  their  liberality.    In  the  anticipation  of  such  a  result 
there  sre  two  things  to  which  I  would  earnestly  invite  the  attention  of  the  Assembly 
and  of  the  Church-— both  of  them  precisely  in  the  line  of  the  plan  adopted  in  1867, 
the  soeeess  of  whieh  strongly  urges  ns  to  move  in  the  same  direction,  at  least  to  do 
nothing  whieh  will  traverse  the  leading  principles  which  characterise  iL    The  first 
of  these  is  indicated  in  the  resolutions  of  the  committee  which  were  laid  on  the 
table  of  the  Commission  in  March*    The  resolution  to  which  I  advert  is  in  these 
terms : — '*  They  recommend  that  in  the  event  of  the  primary  object  contemplated  in 
1867  being  aoeompliahed  by  ministers  who  receive  the  larger  surplus,  having  a 
stipend  of  £200  from  the  Snstentation  Fund,  the  committee  should  be  instructed  by 
the  Assembly  to  eonslder  to  what  extent  any  sum  still  remaining  to  be  divided 
shall  be  applied  to  increasing  the  amount  of  the  equal  dividend."    I  am  the  more 
tDzious  that  careful  attention  should  be  directed  to  the  resolution,  because  I  have 
found  that  nsany,  whose  opinion  in  sneh  a  matter  is  worthy  of  great  respect,  enter- 
tain the  idea  that  when  the  limit  indicated  has  been  reached  the  whole  remainder 
ibould  go  to  increase  the  eqnal  dividend,  and  because  I  am  persuaded  that  to  follow 
Boeh  a  course  woold  be  a  fatal  retrogression,  and  practically  undo  what  we  have  been 
Mcomplishing  daring  these  past  nine  years.    To  make  my  meaning  as  plain  as 
IvosBibia,  I  most  advert  to  the  principal  characteristics  of  the  plan  adopted  in  1867. 
Thete  were  (1)  a  limited  equal  dividend  of  £150 ;  (2)  additional  payments  according 
to  the  rate  of  eongregational  contributions ;  (8)  the  restricting  these  additional 
payments  so  as  to  exclude  ministers  of  congregations  contributing  at  a  less  rate 
thu  78.  6d.  per  member,  and  mii^sters  of  eongregations  contributing  less  than  £60 
a  year ;  (4)  the  difference  between  the  proposed  maximum  dividend  and  the  minimum 
is  £50.    Kow,  my  desire  is  that  these  characteristics  should  be  carefally  preserved. 
If  they  sre,  I  sea  no  reas<m  to  despair  of  raising  the  minimum  dividend  to  £200, 
and  the  maximum  to  £300.    If,  on  the  other  hand,  the  equal  dividend  is  again  to 
be  made  nnlimited,  and  the  mazlmnm  dividend  to  be  restricted  to  £200,  when  this 
Utter  sum  fass  been  reached  the  stimulus  is  at  once  removed  which  has  thus  far 
einied  ns  saeoeMfnlly  forward,  and  whatever  may  be  added  to  the  fund  will  fall  to 
^  given  as  an  equal  dividend  to  all  ministers,  irrespective  of  the  rate  of  their  con- 
KKgational  contributions.    This  necessarily  throws  us  back  on  the  old  system  of 
dlstribotion,  under  which  it  was  foand  impossible  to  realise  a  dividend  of  £160.    I 
Ke  no  reason  wby  the  maximum  and  minimum  dividend  might  not  advance  some- 
^^pariptutu,  if  our  present  system  of  distribution  is  adhered  to — that  is,  by  our 
^ring  a  limited  equal  dividend,  and  a  surplus  dividend  according  to  the  rate  of  the 
congrtgational  contributions.    The  equal  dividend  was  thus  ten  years  ago  increased 
J|rom  £160  to  £157,  and  this  was  produetive  of  no  evil  effecU,  for  it  was  still  limited. 
^  effect  of  it  simply  was  to  postpone  the  attainment  of  the  proposed  maximum 
dividend  of  £200.    When  this  has  been  obUined,  it  may  be  deemed  deairable  to 
SI  the  minimom  dividend  at  a  higher  rate,  say  £160  for  a  period  of  three  years  (for 
I  ihUkk  it  eminently  useful  to  adhere  to  the  plan  of  a  triennial  revision),  and  thus 
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allow  the  surplas  fond  to  adTanoe  as  noir.  The  other  matter  to  which  I  have  to  eiavo 
the  attention  of  the  Assembly  U  also  strietlj  in  the  line  of  the  preaent  ajnem  of 
distribaiion.  At  the  time  it  was  adopted  the  ministers  of  eongregationa  eonthbot- 
ing  less  than  £60  a  year  were  excluded  from  participation  in  the  aarplna  fand, 
beeaase  it  was  deemed  an  nnwise  expenditure  of  money  to  give  more  than  the  eqoaL 
diridend  for  the  maintenance  of  oitlinancea  in  aoch  congregations.  Now,  what  I 
desiderate  is  that  the  principle  should  be  consistently  carried  ont  by  fixing  a  maxi- 
mum sum  to  be  gWen  to  congregations  beyond  the  amount  of  their  own  eontribu- 
tions.  In  the  first  place,  let  all  miniaten  whose  eongregationa  are  on  the  platform 
receive  the  equal  diridend,  but  beyond  thia  let  it  be  ruled,  in  the  second  place,  that 
in  addition  to  thia  no  minister  shall  receive  in  addition  a  laiger  sum  in  the  way  of 
surplus  than  say  £100  above  the  amount  of  the  contribution  of  hia  congregaiion. 
As  the  regulations  now  stand,  a  minister  whose  congregation  giyea  £60  coats  the 
general  fund  upwards  of  £180  if  their  rate  of  contribution  is  10s.  per  member.  The 
principle  in  conformity  with  which  ministera  whose  eongregationa  were  giving  less 
than  £60  were  excluded  from  the  surplus,  should  surely  be  applied  in  aoch  caaes,  not 
by  excluding  them  from  participating  in  the  surplus  fund,  but  limiting  their  pariict- 
pation  of  it  to  the  effect  that  the  maintenance  of  ordinances  in  such  congregations 
shall  not  burden  the  fund  to  a  larger  amount  than  £100.  The  adoption  of  auch  a 
rule  would  be  fair  in  itaelf,  and  would  remove  some  of  those  inequalitiea  which  fret 
the  spirita  of  some  hard-working  ministera  in  very  large  and  very  poor  eongrega- 
tiona. It  would  also  greatly  aid  in  removing  special  arrangements  with  particular 
congregations  which  complicate  the  distribution  of  the  fund  and  perplex  peoples' 
minda,  and  would  tend  to  produce  a  simplicity  and  uniformity  which  doea  not  seem 
to  be  otherwise  attainable.  I  am  anxious  to  say  in  regard  to  both  of  these  mattera, 
that  I  do  not  ask  the  Asaembly  for  any  deliverance  upon  either  of  them.  My 
desire  rather  is,  that  they  shoald  become  the  subject  of  mature  deliberation  with  a 
view  to  future  action.  I  believe  that  much  of  the  future  prosperity  of  the  fund  will 
depend  upon  wise  and  consideraM  legislation  regarding  them.  But  the  firat  of  them 
is  manifestly  not  pressing  for  in.mediate  determination,  and  the  aecond  of  them  has 
not  as  yet  received  the  deliberate  consideration  of  the  Sustentation  Fund  Commit' 
tee,  which^  as  will  be  observed  from  their  resolutions,  make  no  recommendation  on 
the  matter.  It  has  been  more  than  once,  however,  under  consideration  by  the  Plat- 
form Committee,  who  have  recorded  a  very  decided  opinion  upon  it,  which  in  two 
successive  years  they  have  laid  on  the  table  of  the  Aasembly  in  their  report  I 
shall  not  farther  detain  the  Aasembly.  I  have  merely  to  add  that  the  anrplus  which 
falls  to  be  divided  this  year  among  miniaten  who  receive  two  aharea  ia  £86,  and  to 
those  who  receive  one  share  £18,  being  the  same  as  last  year.  During  the  year, 
indeed,  there  has  been  a  considerable  increaae  on  the  gross  amount  of  the  fnod, 
which  might  have  yielded  a  higher  surplus,  except  from  two  circumstances — in  the 
first  place,  that  the  greater  portion  of  the  increase  has  been  derived  from  congrega- 
tions not  on  the  platform,  and  of  which  the  ministers  of  anch  eongregationa  reap 
the  entire  benefit ;  and,  in  the  second  place,  that  a  larger  number  of  miniatera  this 
year  receive  the  larger  surplus.  The  total  amount  contributed  to  the  Sostentation 
Fund  this  year  is  £166,447,  9s.  3d.;  and  the  total  amount  contribated  daring  the 
year  by  the  Free  Church  for  all  objccta  has  been  £584,450, 14s.  9d. 

Mr.  MAIN  moved  the  adoption  of  a  deliverance  approving  of  the  report,  thanking 
the  committee  and  its  convener,  and  declaring  an  equal  dividend  of  £157,  with  a 
anrplua  of  £Z6  to  miniatera  of  congregations  on  the  platform  of  the  equal  dividend 
whose  congregations  had  contributed  at  the  rate  of  10s.  per  member,  and  of  £18  to 
those  whose  congregations  had  contributed  at  the  rate  of  7s.  6d.  per  member  to  the 
fund.  The  deliverance  further  proposed  that  the  General  Assembly  approve  of  the 
triennial  report,  and  "  appoint  the  present  plan  of  dividing  the  snrplos  fond  to  be 
continued  for  three  yeara,  reserving  for  further  consideration  the  rules  applicable  to 
certain  parts  of  the  Highlanda  and  Islands.  They  direct  the  Sustentation  Fond 
Committee  to  confer  with  Presbyteries  snd  ministers  in  these  districts,  and  to  report 
to  the  Commission  in  March  any  alterations  on  the  existing  regnlationa  which  appear 
to  thom  to  be  advisable,  empowering  the  Commission  to  direct  that  theae  altsratioos 
shall  be  made  applicable  to  the  division  of  the  fund  for  1876-77.''  In  aopporting 
the  motion,  Mr.  Main  said  that  he  rejoiced  to  be  able  to  congratulate  the  committee 
and  the  House  npon  the  increase  that  had  been  made  to  the  eontribn tions  to  the 
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SoetenUtion  Fond  for  the  year.    It  amounted  to  £2780,  and  thongh  that  might  not 
be  thought  to  be  a  very  great  increase  on  a  reyeaae  of  £166,000,  yet  if  they  realised 
the  great  commercial  depression  of  the  past  year,  it  was  certainly  a  yery  striking 
het,  that  not  only  had  there  been  no  dimination  but  an  actnal  increase  in  the  con- 
triliuUona  for  the  year.     It  told  them  that  the  heart  of  the  Free  Charch  beats  true, 
&od  ihat  there  was  loyalty  to  the  Suatentation  Fund  pervading,  more  or  less,  all  her 
members,  when,  notwitbatanding  that  commercial  depression,  such  a  report  had 
been  giren  in  to  the  Assembly.     For  that  result  as  a  whole  they  were  very  much 
intjebfced  to  the  deyiaing  and  carryiug  out  of  the  surplus  fund.     He  rejoiced  in  the 
setting  up  of  ihia  plan  of  the  surplus  fond  ;  for  he  felt  thoroughly  persuaded  that  it 
i^as  fitted  to  do  what  was  peculiaily  needed,  namely,  to  introduce  something  that 
would  give  a  atimulus  to  all  their  congregations;  for  so  long  as  the  contributions 
were  melted  away  in  a  general  fund  that  was  liable  to  be  divided  among  congrega- 
tioni  ihat  were  failing  to  do  their  duty,  it  was  impossible  to  stimulate  either  indi* 
vidual  or  congregational  liberality.    But  when  after  securing  a  minimum  dividend, 
(here  was  proTision  made  for  individual  ministers  being  benefited  by  the  contribu- 
ticng  of  their  own  congregations,  immediately  there  was  a  stimulus  given  to  congre- 
gatiooal  liberality.     It  told  not  merely  on  the  wealthier  congregations  where  it  was 
perhaps  most  needed,  but  it  had  told  also  upon  the  smaller  and  poorer  congregations. 
Wiibont  that  he  bad  no  doubt  that  the  number  of  congregations  below  £60  would 
have  had  no  atimolus  to  rise  above  that  sum.     That  plan  had  proved  a  great  blessing 
to  iill  the  ministers  on  the  equal  dividend,  for  it  had  secured  an  average  of  £13  a  year 
to  ench  of  them,  and  he  was  persuaded  that  but  for  the  surplus  fund  that  point  never 
%o\\\d  have  been  reached.    Years  had  been  employed  in  toiling  to  reach  it,  and  it  was 
a  total  failure,  all  that  they  could  reach  being  £148.    But  after  this  surplus  fund  was 
established,  at  one  bound  the  dividend  rose  £7,  and  he  rejoiced  that  they  had  also 
httn  able  to  add  to  the  equal  dividend  the  £7  for  the  Widows*  Fund.     He  would 
rejoice  if  an  endowment  could  be  provided  for  the  Widows'  Fund  in  individual  con- 
gregatioDs  (one  generous  friend  had  already  done  so  for  the  congregation  of  Dunoon), 
&nd  especially  that  some  provision  could  be  made  for  paying  the  Widows'  Fund  for 
ail  their  Highland  ministers.    It  would  be  seen  that  now  568  ministers  got  £198, 
125  got  £175,  and  there  were  only  158  that  got  nothing  more  than  the  equal 
dividend  of  £157.     There  waa  no  doubt  that  the  surplus  fund  plan  had  not  done 
away  with  all  inequalities.    Ko  plan  could  do  so.    Bat  the  committee  had  shown 
the  utmost  possible  desire  to  consider  by  what  means  these  inequalities  could  be  best 
done  away  with.     In  regard  to  the  Highlands,  they  were  thoroughly  disposed,  and 
perfectly  prepared,  te  do  everything  that  was  right  and  fitting  for  their  Highland 
brethren.   The  special  collection  made  to  clear  the  debt  upon  the  Highland  churches, 
and  the  liberal  response  made  to  that  appeal,  showed  that  the  Church  generally  had 
thown  the  utmost  willingness  to  contribute.     As  their  Highland  friends  were  to  be 
freed  from  this  incnbns  of  debt,  they  would  have  a  stimulus  given  to  them  in  the 
line  of  liberality  to  the  Sostentation  Fund ;  and  he  hoped  that  they  might  be  able 
to  rise  at  once  to  such  an  elevation  as  to  bring  the  larger  number  of  their  ministers 
within  the  scope  of  the  surplus  fund.    At  all  erents,  a  special  committee  was  to 
de)|l  with  the  question  of  the  Highlands  and  Islands,  and  he  rejoiced  that  in  the  reso- 
lution he  had  submitted  to  the  House,  the  Commission  in  March  nezt  was  to  be 
empowered  to  carry  into  efifect  the  recommendations  of  that  committee  in  nezt  year's 
diviAion.   They  were  nnder  a  great  debt  of  obligation  to  Mr.  Meldrnm  for  his  admirable 
trie&Dial  report ;  and  they  were  also  under  a  great  debt  of  obligation  to  Dr.  Wilson  for 
tbe  clear  statement  he  had  that  day  given  to  the  House,  as  well  as  for  others  he  had 
made.    In  proportion  as  they  receded  from  Disruption  times,  they  were  losing  some 
of  their  liberal  contribntora  who  were  with  them  at  the  Disruption,  and  others  were  not 
rising  to  take  their  place  on  the  same  scale  of  liberality,  so  that  they  must  depend  more 
for  the  maintenance  of  this  fund*upon  a  widespread  liberality  throughout  the  whole  ' 
of  the  Church.    The  importance  of  this  fund  could  scarcely  be  overrated,  in  whatever 
Mpeet  they  regarded  it.    It  was  for  the  maintenance  of  the  gospel.    The  ft^nd  ought 
to  be  on  such  a  footing  that  no  pecuniary  difficulty  would  be  placed  in  the  way  of 
yoQDg  men  of  ability  and  eloquence  entering  the  Free  Church  ministry.    They  could 
never  tempt  such  men,  and  he  bad  no  desire  to  do  so ;  but  when  so  many  openings 
<o  all  directions  were  making  for  young  men,  it  was  important  that,  when  turning 
to  the  ministry,  they  should  not  be  confronted  at  the  outset  with  the  prospect  of 
P«coQJaiy  embarrassment  all  their  days.    Then,  as  to  those  now  in  the  ministry,  he 
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knew  of  nothing  more  yi tally  important  than  that  thejahoald  be  free  from  peeoidary 
anxiety,  bo  that  they  might  be  able  to  deyote  their  whole  energy — mind,  heart,  and 
Boal — free  and  Qnembarrasfied  to  the  work  of  the  ministiy.  No  man  fretted  and 
worried  by  pecuniary  difficulties  coald  be  in  a  position  for  doing  the  work  of  tho 
ministry  as  it  ought  to  be  done.  He  thought  it  if  ould  be  well  if  many  of  their  Free 
Church  people  would  reconsider  their  scale  of  giving,  because  the  rery  fact  that  in 
all  other  departments  their  expenditure  had  increased,  formed  a  reason  why  the  scale 
of  giving  for  the  gospel  should  also  increase.  The  Sustentation  Fund  had  been  fta 
astonishment  to  themselves,  and  it  had  taught  a  great  lesson  t4>  the  world.  Many  a 
cause  might  be  dependent  upon  the  manner  in  which  this  fund  was  mi^tained. 
He  was  thoroughly  persuaded  that,  in  proportion  as  they  kept  np  that  fund,  thej 
would  not  only  maintain  their  ministry  in  a  right  way,  but  they  would  tell  upon 
other  questions  and  other  lands  in  a  way  that  perhaps  by  no  other  method  thej 
mjght  have  it  in  their  power  to  do. 

Mr.  WOOD,  elder,  Edinburgh,  in  seconding  the  motion,  stated  that  his  experience 
as  treasurer  for  a  quarter  of  a  century  to  a  congregation  neither  large  nor  wealthy 
was  BO  encouraging  as  to  make  him  hopeful  of  the  power  and  elasticity  of  this  fond. 
In  the  year  of  the  Disruption  this  congregation  stood  thirteenth,  there  being  twelve 
congregations  that  gave  more,  but  it  gradually  won  its  way  until  it  oecnpied  the 
second  place,  St.  Gkorge's,  Edinburgh,  being  the  only  congregation  that  stood  before 
it.  How  was  this  attained  ?  He  had  looked  carefully  into  the  matter,  and  foimd  that 
the  contributorB,  as  their  positions  as  professional  men  or  tradesmen  improved,  had 
considered  and  reconsidered  the  claims  of  the  fund,  and  had  doubled,  tripled,  quad- 
rupled, aye,  and  multiplied  by  ten  times,  their  original  subscriptions.  He  would 
like  other  congregations  to  follow  this  example,  and  that  they  would  look  more  toward* 
their  contributions  than  they  had  done ;  and  would  ask  themselves  'the  question^ 
were  they  occupying  the  position  they  ought  in  regard  to  this  fund  t  Was  it  a  right 
and  proper  thing  that  one  congregation — he  referred  to  Sts  George's,  Edinbnigh — 
should  be  contributing  considerably  more  than  twice  the  amount  of  any  other  eon- 
gregation  in  the  Church  1  He  trusted  that  the  advice  of  Dr.  Wilson  and  Mr.  Main 
would  be  taken  to  heart,  and  that  ministers  and  elders  would  consider  the  matter, 
and  that  congregations  would  give  more  aeoording  to  their  means. 

Mr.  CHARLES  COWAN  was  glad  to  see  the  great,  increase  of  the  fund,  and 
remarked  that  the  result  called  for  their  gratitude  that  they  were  in  such  prosperoua 
circumstances.  He  had  ventured  on  the  previous  day  to  ask  the  meaning  of  the 
word  "  Voluntary  "  of  Dr.  Begg.  He  found  it  explained  in  the  words  of  Holy  Writ 
as  a  "  cheerful  giver,"  and  this,  he  held,  had  been  manifested  by  the  contributions  of 
this  Church,  which  came  from,  probably,  hundreds  of  thousands  of  such  "Yolontaries" 
in  all  parts  of  Scotland.  He  did  not  know  of  any  Church  with  such  an  immense 
revenue  derived  from  the  free-will  offerings  of  the  people  as  had  been  dlseloced  to 
them  that  day.  He  cordially  coneurred  with  the  excellent  adrioe  tendered  to  them, 
and  he  trusted  it  would  be  disseminated  throughout  all  the  congregations  of  the  Free 
Church,  so  that  they  might  be  induced  to  increase  their  contributions  to  what  had 
been  called  by  Dr.  Chalmers  "  the  sheet-anchor  of  the  Free  Church  of  Seotland.'* 
There  were  two  classes  of  congregations  in  the  Church,  which  he  might  aptly  illosfcrate 
by  a  story  related  by  Dr.  Guthrie  In  one  of  the  many  valuable  expositions  that  he 
gave.  In  referring  to  the  praetlce  in  Scotland  at  country  funerals  where  th«y  were 
obliged  to  carry  the  remains,  one  of  the  bearers  complained  that  it  was  a  heavy  lift, 
to  wliich  his  neighbour  replied,  **  I  never  lift^  I  lean."  Some  congregations  thought 
it  was  not  necessary  to  lift  at  all,  as  there  was  a  great  central  fund,  but  if  all  their 
congregations  were  of  the  same  opinion,  that  fund  would  soon  become  nU,  He 
would  recommend  persons  or  congregations  of  this  kind  to  read  and  meditate  on  the 
iable  of  the  goose  which  laid  the  golden  egg. 

Dr.  THOMAS  SMITH  proposed  that  the  Assembly  should  not  merely  Insert  in 
the  first  clause  of  the  motion  that  thanks  be  given  to  the  conveners  and  the  secre- 
taries, but  he  would  add  a  clause  to  the  end  of  the  motion,  that  in  view  of  the  very 
admirable  report  submitted  to  the  Assembly,  a  special  vote  of  thanks  should  be 
awarded  to  Mr.  Meldrum  for  his  labours.  He  did  not  know  how  others  viewed  it» 
but  for  himself  he  could  say  that  it  had  fascinated  him  like  a  romance. 

Mr.  M'MICKING,  elder,  seconded  the  proposal.  They  had,  he  said,  a  good 
many  reasons  for  congratulating  themselves  in  connection  with  this  report    They 
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hid  had  coDgntolaUons  on  the  liberality  of  their  Church,  well-deserred  con jf rata- 
latioBB,  hot  it  was  ntiafactory  to  know  that  Scotland  was  not  the  only  country  in  the 
world  which  contributed  liberally  to  Bostain  gospel  ordinances.  There  was  a  group 
of  islands  little  spoken  ef  and  little  known  in  Scotland — the  Sandwich  Islands, 
where  the  people  were  earthly,  sensual,  and  devilish  until  the  Congregational 
nissionarles  went  from  the  United  States  to  these  islands  to  proclaim  the  gospel. 
Aflerwards  the  missionaries  told  them  of  the  obligation  resting  upon  them,  now  that 
tbey  bad  become  Christianised,  to  sustain  the  gospel  for  themselves.  The  statistics 
of  that  Church  were  most  interesting,  as  the  result  was  that  in  1870,  58  congrega- 
tioDs,  with  no  leas  than  14,800  church  members,  were  maintaining  their  own 
ministers.  And  they  did  a  great  deal  more  than  that,  for  they  sent  missionaries 
to  the  islands  west  from  them,  and  to  these  missions  they  gave  contributions  that 
woold  startle  some  of  the  people  in  some  parts  of  Scotland.  The  members  con- 
tributed about  two  whole  dollars,  or  about  8s.  6d.  per  member,  for  the  maintenance 
of  ordittanoes  in  1870.  If  these  Sandwich  Islanders  could  contribute  8s.  6d.  per 
member,  he  did  not  see  why  their  Western  and  Northern  Highlanders  should  not 
eontiibate  at  least  in  the  same  rate.  But  they  did  more  than  that,  for  there  was  a 
ehoreh  built  and  opened  at  Yokohama  last  year,  and  the  nuoleus  of  that  church  in 
/^an  was  a  contribution  of  1000  dollars  from  these  islanders.  There  was  another 
poor  eountry,  ^gypt,  the  basest  of  kingdoms,  oppressed  and  do*n-trodden  by  its 
Mohammedan  rulers,  containing  a  Christian  church — the  Coptic — which  hsd  been 
moeh  rerlTcd  by  the  gospel  being  proclaimed  in  it  by  missionaries  from  America. 
Kow  they  had  eleven  churches  with  461  members;  and  further,  they  had  an 
edoeatlottal  ageney,  not  stopping  short  in  merely  teaching  to  read  and  write,  but 
eurjittg  them  on  to  the  higher  education.  They  were  at  present  training  nine 
jong  men  as  preachera  of  the  gospel.  Mention  was  also  made  of  one  congregation 
of  105  members  oontribnUng  twelve  napoleons  a  month,  equal  to  £10  a  month,  for 
their  minister.  Some  congregations  with  similar  membership  of  the  Free  Church 
mi^t  look  the  same  sum  in  the  face.  These  churches  had  a  doty  resting  upon 
them  of  maintaining  goepel  ordinances,  being  self-governed,  the  American  mis- 
neaaries  having  left  them  free,  even  to  making  mistimes,  which  they  did.  But  in 
regard  to  this  there  was  a  painful  contrast  in  the  report  of  the  Foreign  Missions 
Committee.  The  good  and  great  Dr.  Wilson,  of  BomlMiy,  whose  loss  they  lamented, 
had  a  native  congregation  at  Bombay  of  which  he  was  fond  and  proud,  and  did 
oveiything  for  it,  instead  of  throwing  the  responsibility  on  the  congregation  of 
mainUining  ordinances  for  themselves,  and  allowing  them  to  manege  matters  for 
themselves.  Well,  the  Foreign  Mission  report  stated  the  result  of  that  kind  of 
miaagement  in  a  way  that  deserved  attention.  It  was  hoped  by  the  committee 
**  that  fai  the  course  of  time  the  members  of  the  congregation  would  be  drawn  to  the 
habit  of  regular  contributions  to  the  support,  of  gospel  ordinances,  so  that  they 
might  ere  long  be  in  a  position  to  choose  a  native  paator  for  themselves."  He  might 
lay  that  if  thai  congregation  had  been  under  the  care  of  the  American  missionaries, 
or  say  missionaries  who  would  impress  upon  them  the  duty  of  giving,  they  would 
not  be  in  the  state  they  were  in  now.  Althoagh  they  had  been  congratulating 
themselves  on  the  surplus  fund  being  no  worse  than  last  year,  he  was  sorry  to  say 
they  were  behind  their  sister  Church-— the  United  Presbyterian.  Their  aorplus  this 
fesrwas£40,  bringing  Uielr  ministers  up  to  £107,  10a,  and  he  was  sure  if  they 
ssed  means  somewhat  analogous  to  theae  of  the  United  Presbyterians,  by  not  allow- 
mg  any  congregation  to  get  more  than  a  fixed  sum  out  of  the  fund  in  addition  to 
iheir  own  coniribntion,  he  had  no  doubt  they  would  attain  the  same  sum,  and  pro- 
bably exceed  it. 

Sheriff  MAITLAl^D  HEBIOT  wished  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Honse  to  the 
fact  that  in  St.  Qeorge'a  and  Su  Andrew's  congregations  in  Edinburgh,  they  collected 
the  Sostentalion  Fund,  not  by  means  of  collectors,  but  by  means  of  the  deacons. 
Ko  deabt  they  were  indebted  to  the  collectors  throughout  the  Church  for  their 
trouble,  but  it  seemed  to  him  that  this  fact  had  a  great  deal  to  do  with  the  amount 
of  the  fund  they  raised.  If  other  congregations  were  to  do  likewise,  the  fund  in 
•ther  places  might  be  considerably  larger  than  it  is. 

The  addition  of  Dr.  Thomaa  Smith  to  the  motion  was  unanimously  adopted. 

The  CLSRK  intimated  that  aeveral  overtures  had  been  tabled  regarding  the  snr* 
plasfaad.    Four  of  these    namely,  from  the  Synod  of  Gienelg,  the  Presbytery  of 
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lioehcarron,  tbe  Presbytery  of  Lorn,  and  the  Presbytery  of  Abertarff— were  against 
the  present  scheme  ;  and  seven  in  favoor  of  the  present  plan — from  the  Presbyteries  of 
Anchterarder,  Breadalbane,  Danfermline,  Elgin,  Linlithgow,  Stirling,  and  Caithneaa. 
He  read  the  overture  from  the  Synod  of  Glenelg,  which  was  as  follows : — 

**  Whereas  the  surplus  fond  scheme  is  a  departure  from  the  principle  on  which 
the  Susientation  Fund  was  founded ;  whereaa  it  has  been  proved  that  the  sarploa 
fund  scheme  injuriously  affects  the  weaker  and  more  remote  congregations  and 
their  ministers,  and  is  a  species  of  claaa  legislation  inapplicable  to  the  whole 
Church,  and  therefore  un-Presby  terian ;  whereaa  there  is  a  determination  annooneed, 
on  the  part  of  the  SuatenUtion  Fond  Committee,  to  recommend  to  the  Aasf  mbly 
to  continne  the  scheme  after  this  its  third  triennial  period,  notwithstanding  that  at 
its  commencement  it  was  proposed  to  be  merely  tentative ;  and  whereaa  the  congre- 
gations who  fail  in  their  duty  to  the  Sustentation  Fund,  ooght  to  be  apecially  dealt 
with  by  the  Assembly's  committee  and  the  Presbytery  of  tbe  bounds ;  it  is  here- 
by overtured  by  the  Free  Synod  of  Qlenelg  to  the  ensuing  Oeneral  Aaaemblj  to 
revert  to  the  equal  dividend  principle,  with  such  regulations  as  they  in  their  wisdom 
may  deem  necessary  to  guard  against  neglect  of  duty  to  the  Soatentation  Fond  on 
the  part  of  any  of  the  congregations  of  the  Church." 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Minard,  submitted  an  overture  anent  Act  YIL,  1872,  from 
the  Presbytery  of  Dunoon  and  Inveraray,  requesting  the  General  Assembly  to  make 
such  arrangements  as  will  admit  ministers  of  intermediate  ehaiges  as  contribute  an 
average  rate  of  7s.  6d.  or  10s.  per  member,  and  an  aggregate  of  £60  or  npwarda,  to 
the  full  benefit  of  the  surplus  fund. 

Mr.  LEE,  of  Lybster,  also  submitted  an  oyerinre  from  the  Preabyterf  of  Caith- 
ness, regarding  the  surplus  fund,  and  requesting  that  for  this  Presbytery  one-half 
of  the  adherents  above  eighteen  years  of  age  be  taken  instead  of  three-fifiha  above 
fourteen  as  at  present,  as  equivalent  to  the  commonicanta  in  the  Sooth.  He  would 
like  the  Assembly  to  authorise  the  committee  to  inquire  into  the  whole  state  of  the 
OT|^nisation  of  the  Sustentation  Fund  in  the  Highland  Preabyteriea. 

Dr.  ELDER  rose  mainly  to  support  the  overture  referred  to  by  Mr.  Clarke.  There 
•are  a  few  congregations  which  occupy  an  intermediate  position  under  the  Act  1872, 
not  receiving  the  full  benefit  of  the  equal  dividend,  and  not  aharing  the  benefit  of 
the  surplus.  It  is  hoped  that  the  Sustentation  Fond  Committee  will  be  directed  to 
consider  whether  such  congregations  might  not  be  admitted  to  the  benefit  of  thisanr- 
plua  in  the  event  of  their  fulfilling  the  conditions  preacribed  in  eonneetion  with  that 
fund.  But  he  begged  also  to  express  the  satisfaotion  with  which  he  had  listened  to 
the  statement  of  his  friend  Mr.  Lee  of  Lybster.  He  believed  that  Mr.  Lee  had  touched 
on  the  two  points  which  are  of  urgent  importance  in  the  portions  of  onr  Cbnrch  to 
which  he  had  referred,  viz.,  the  advocating  from  the  pulpit  of  the  claima  of  the  Soa- 
tentaUon  and  other  funds  of  our  Church,  and  also  the  bringing  forward  of  the  young 
to  take  a  greater  intereat  in  the  Chnrch'a  schemea  and  operationa.  He  farther  ex- 
pressed the  hope  tiiat  the  result  of  the  repeated  eonferences  whieh  they  bad  had 
with  brethren  would  have  a  soothing  and  atimolating  effect  npon  the  districts 
with  which  they  were  connected.  He  had  a  very  deep  sympathy  with  tb^lr  High- 
land brethren,  and  he  knew  the  hardships  which  the  members  and  adherenta  of 
the  Church  in  these  districts  had  to  endure.  But  he  tmated  that  the  facta  bronght 
out  in  the  report  would  convince  the  brethren  that  they  were  anxioua  in  every 
possible  way  to  meet  the  peculiar  circumstsnees  of  the  Highland  districts  and  to 
provide  for  them  in  the  spirit  of  equity  and  kindness. 

After  some  further  remarks  on  the  qnesiion  of  the  manner  of  attestation  of  com- 
munion rolls,  as  required  by  the  regulations  aa  to  the  division  of  the  aurplna  fond, 
i>y  Mr.  CUNNINGHAM,  Kelso;  and  also  on  the  Act  Yl.,  1874,  regarding retuma 
from  congregations,  by  Professor  RAINT,  the  following  mode  of  obtaining  statistics 
of  membership  was  agreed  to :— .*'  That  Presbyteries  shall  make  the  atate  of  the  mem- 
t>ership  in  their  several  congregations  tbe  subject  of  careful  inqoirj  at  the  end  of 
every  year.  That  they  shall  obtain  from  kirk-seaalons  an  annual  return  aa  at  Slat 
Hareb,  certified  by  the  minister  and  kirk-session,  showing — the  number  of  members 
at  the  beginning  of  the  year;  the  number  added  during  the  year  by  admission  or 
transference ;  the  number  struck  off  by  death,  removal,  the  exercise  of  discipline, 
or  any  other  cause;  the  number  remaining  at  the  end  of  the  year.  That  they  ahall 
transmit  an  abatraet  of  aueh  returns,  along  wiiii  the  yearly  Preabyteriai  retun  of 
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nemben  and  adherentB  appointed  to  be  made  in  connection  with  the  snrploa  fond 
plan,  to  the  Snatentatlon  Fund  Committee,  who  ehall  tabulate  the  same,  and  report 
thereon  to  the  General  Assembly ;  and  on  transmitting  the  abstract  of  the  congre- 
gational returns  the  Preabyteriea  shall  muke  such  remarks  or  explanations  aa 
appear  to  be  called  for.  That  schedules  shall  be  supplied  to  kirkrseasiona  and  Prei^ 
teiy  clerks  for  the  purpose  of  making  such  returns." 

The  following  pronsion  for  ministers  in  the  Presbytery  of  Shetland  was  also 
adopted: — ^'HaWog  considered  the  memorial  from  the  Presbytery  of  Shetland 
praying  for  an  increase  of  the  stipends  of  those  ministers  in  the  Presbytery  who  are 
not  on  the  platform  of  the  equal  dividend,  the  committee  recommend  to  the  Qeneral 
Assembly  to  make  the  following  additional  allowances  to  the  ministers  referred  to, 
Tix. : — 1.  An  addition  to  the  grant  from  the  General  Sustentation  Fond  to  the 
ministers  of  Coningsburgh,  Walls,  Yell,  Donrosencss.  Fetlar,  and  Weisdale  of  £7, 
being  the  rate  payable  to  the  Widows'  and  Orphans'  Fund.  2.  A  grant  of  £20  from 
the  Supplementary  Sustentation  Fond  to  each  of  the  ministers  of  these  charges  so 
long  ss  he  is  not  on  the  equal  dividend  platform,  and  the  stipend  he  now  receives  is 
not  augmented  by  endowment  or  otherwise ;  but  declaring  that  such  grant  shall 
not  begin  to  be  paid  until  after  each  minister  has  served  the  charge  for  three 
years." 

THX  APP0I5TMSNTB  TO  TBI  ABSBDKSIT  THKOLOaiOAL  HALL. 

Dr.  BBITH  drew  the  attention  of  the  Moderator  to  the  fact  that  Dr.  Darid 
Brown  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Salmond,  who  had  been  appointed  to  the  yacandes  in 
Aberdeen  Theological  Hall,  were  in  the  House. 

Both  gentlemen  haying  been  introduced. 

The  MODSBATOB,  in  addressing  Dr.  Brown,  said  the  Assembly  had  unant- 
nonsly  appointed  him  aa  Principal  of  the  Theological  Hall  at  Aberdeen,  and  he  had 
now  to  ask  if  he  would  accept  the  office. 

Dr.  BROWN  begged  respectfully  to  accept  the  office  to  which  the  Assembly  had 
done  him  the  honour  to  appoint  him,  and  he  bad  only  further  to  state  that  while 
health  and  strength  were  given  to  him,  he  weold  do  his  best  to  justify  that  appoint- 
■lent. 

The  MODERATOR  then  asked  Mr.  Salmond  if  he  accepted  the  Chair  of  Syste- 
matic Theology  in  the  same  hall. 

Mr.  SALMOND  said  he  aecepied  this  appointment^  and  trusted,  by  the  grace  of 
Ood,  to  discharge  the  duties  faithfully. 

Dr.  ELDER  then  engaged  in  prayer. 

HOnOX  OF  XOTIOV. 

Mr.  BANNERMAN,  Dalkeith,  gave  notice  that  when  the  Report  on  Temperance 
la  taken  op  on  Friday  forenoon,  he  would  move  as  follows : — "  The  Qeneral  Assembly 
exhort  all  ministers,  office-bearers,  and  members  of  the  Church  to  give  all  due 
respeet  and  encouragement  to  aa  many  of  our  people  as  feel  it  expedient  on  Chris- 
tian principles  to  abstain ;  and  further,  they  suggest  to  all  to  consider  for  themselToa 
whether  the  exsmple  of  personal  abstinence  on  grounds  of  Christian  expediency 
might  not  be  helpful,  along  with  other  lawful  means  in  doing  away  with  drunkenness 
and  the  temptationa  to  it,  having  regard  especially  to  the  peculiar,  and  it  may  be 
exoeptionaly  circnmstance  of  the  district  in  which  the  lot  of  each  is  cast" 

THE  mnON  WITH  THI  BXfOBMBD  FBSBBTTSBIAN  CHUBOH. 

Professor  RAIN 7  gave  in  the  report  from  the  Business  Committee  with  regard 
to  the  arrangements  for  to-dsy.  When  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Synod  entered 
the  hall  for  the  purpose  of  constituting  the  United  Supreme  Court,  it  would  be  neceS" 
sary  that  seats  ahould  be  vacant  for  their  accommodation,  and  the  only  seats  which 
could  be  set  apart  for  ihem  were  those  in  front  of  the  Moderator's  chair,  extending 
from  the  deputies'  seat  to  the  bar.  Seats  would  be  provided  for  members  thus 
deprived  in  the  gallery  occupied  by  the  office-bearers  not  members  of  the  House,  for 
whom  sgain  accommodation  would  he  set  apart  in  the  gallery  allotted  to  day  Tiaitors. 
It  had  also  been  the  duty  of  the  Business  Commitue  to  make  arrangements  with 
referenee  to  the  conduct  of  business  in  the  evening,  which  it  was  proposed  should  be 
p  rtly  occupied  with  short  addresses,  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  out  the  views  and 
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feelings  with  which  this  happy  event  waa  regarded,  and  also  with  deTOtiooal  exerdaetu 
What  was  proposed  was,  that  the  business  shonld  be  introduced  bj  a  member  of  the 
House,  and  after  that  the  House  shonld  hear  statements  from  Dr.  Begg  and  Mr. 
M'Diarmid  of  the  Beformed  Presbyterian  Church,  Then  devotional  exereisca — 
einging  and  reading — would  be  engaged  in.  The  deputation  which  the  Anembly 
had  already  agreed  to  receive  from  the  United  Presbyterian  Church  wonld  alterwanla 
be  heard.  After  they  heard  the  deputation,  it  was  proposed  that  there  shoold  again 
be  devotional  exercises.  The  Moderator  would  then  acknowledge  the  brethren,  and 
last  of  all  they  would  hear  addresses,  which  he  believed  were  mainly  to  have  regard 
to  the  practical  and  missionary  work  of  the  Churches,  from  Mr.  Kay  of  the  Beformed 
Presbyterian  Church  and  from  Dr.  Duff.  In  making  this  arrangement,  he  had  taken 
the  liberty,  as  convener  of  the  Business  Committee,  to  appeal  to  the  membera  of  his 
own  Church,  and  also  to  Dr.  Goold  with  reference  to  his  Church,  with  the  view  of 
bringing  the  proceedings  within  reasonable  compass,  to  be  good  enough  to  confine 
their  speeches  to  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes.  During  some  part  of  the  evening  he 
thought  it  would  be  becoming  that  Dr.  Ooold,  Moderator  of  the  Reformed  Pmbyterian 
Choreh,  ahoold  occupy  the  chair. 

MBMORIAIil  OF  THI  DIBRUFTIOV. 

Mr.  BROWN,  Dean,  said  it  was  not  thought  necessaiy  to  present  a  formal  report 
on  this  subject.  All  that  he  had  to  do  was  to  mske  a  short  statement  on  the  pari 
of  the  eommittee  reporting  progress.  It  wonld  be  remembered  that  last  General 
Assembly  anthorised  the  eommittee,  if  they  saw  fit,  to  pnbliah  a  selection  of  these 
memorials,  or  such  portions  of  them  as  they  thought  might  be  of  interest  He  had  now 
to  report  that  that  instruction  had  been  carried  out,  that  a  selection  had  been  made,  that 
A  had  been  entrusted  to  a  respected  publisher  in  Edinburgh,  and  that  it  would  be  ba  the 
hands  of  the  public  on  Friday.  The  interesting  information  contained  in  the  contribe- 
tions  received  made  the  committee  anxious  to  get  more,  as  there  was  a  great  deal  ef 
matter  not  yet  on  reeord.  In  drawing  up  the  statementa  submitted  to  the  pnblie,  it  wai 
with  the  greatest  amount  of  regret  that  so  many  of  the  leading  men  who  took  a  pro- 
minent part  in  the  proceedings  of  the  Disruption  were  so  inadequately  represented  in 
these  memorials.  Of  course  they  could  only  make  use  of  the  msterials  Uiey  got»  bnt 
he  trusted  that,  now  that  the  committee  had  shown  that  they  were  resolved  to  pnak 
this  matter,  they  would  obtain  from  many  quarters  additional  interesting  namttvea. 
He  was  glad  at  last  a  beginning  had  been  made,  and  that  the  matter  waa  mevlng. 
The  eommittee  would  welcome  contributions  from  all  their  fathers  and  brethren. 

Dr.  WILSON,  Dundee,  proposed  that  the  General  Assembly  approve  of  the 
actings  of  the  committee,  and  convey  their  thanks  to  the  convener,  Mr.  Brown.  In 
proposing  that  Mr.  Brown  be  made  convener  of  the  committee,  he  had  felt  the 
asanrance  that  the  matter  had  got  into  the  right  hands ;  and  having  had  the  eppor- 
tmdty  of  reading  over  what  was  in  proof—what  they  were  infonned  wonld  be  pnbiiidied 
next  week — he  thought  he  was  entitled  to  say  there  were  very  few  books  e^  the  day 
of  a  more  interesting  kind  then  these  brief  annals  of  the  Disruption.  They  wore 
personal  ezperiencea  of  those  who  at  the  time  sepsrated  firom  the  State.  Th^  weie 
veiy  various  in  their  eharaeter,  but,  as  the  convener  had  intimated,  it  was  matter  ef 
regret  that  a  considerable  number  of  those  who  took  a  prominent  part  in  the  year 
1843,  and  the  whole  action  of  the  Church,  had  not  given  any  information  in  regard 
to  their  individual  experiences  and  observationa  at  tliat  time. 

Principal  RAINY  said  it  appeared  to  him  that  as  these  memorials  were  so  fitted 
to  he  useful,  it  would  be  desirable  for  the  Assembly  to  give  a  strong  recommendation 
to  oireulate  this  book,  so  interesting  to  all  of  them,  and  espeeially  fitted  to  bring 
before  the  younger  members  of  the  Chnreh  the  physiognomy  of  the  timei  to  whl^ 
they  looked  back  with  respect  and  interest  He  strongly  hoped  and  antieipated  that 
the  fathers  of  the  Dismption  sIlU  left  among  us,  who  had  not  yet  put  pen  to  peper 
^  on  the  subject,  would  contribute  to  ^ese  memorials. 

Dr.  THOMAS  SMITH  trusted  that  this  volume  would  be  veiy  largely  read,  and 
he  would  like  to  bear  testimony  to  the  absolutely  ImparUal  way  It  was  got  up. 

The  aetion  of  the  committee  was  approved  of,  and  the  committee  reappointed. 

Principal  RAINT  read  a  letter  from  Mr.  John  Greig,  in  which  that  gentleman 
offered  for  the  aceeptance  of  the  Assembly  a  eopy  of  the  new  volume  **  Biographiei^ 
and  Portraits  of  Disruption  Ministers." 
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Tiie  following  depaUtion  from  the  English  Preabytorian  Charch  WM  then  in- 
trodooed: — 'SLtr,  J.  Oswald  Djrkes,  D.D.,  minister  at  Regent  Square,  Ixundon^ 
Modtmtor  of  Sjnod ;  Rev.  William  M'Caw,  minister  at  Manchester,  and  Clerk  of 
Sjnod ;  BeT.  James  M'QUl,  minister  at  Bournemonth ;  and  Hugh  H.  Mathesoa, 
Saq.,  London,  elder. 

Dr.  BT&ES  said  that  on  behalf  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  England,  a 
Church  M  long  and  so  very  closely  associated  with  the  Free  Church,  they  appeared 
to  express  to  this  yenerable  court  the  unabated  affection  and  esteem  of  the  whole 
of  their  ministers  and  of  their  people  for  the  Free  Chorch  of  Scotland.     He  assured 
them  that  while  the  Churoh  which  they  represented  was  going  forward  with  a  firm 
step  at  the  call,  as  they  felt,  of  God's  holy  pro?idence,  into  a  position  of  larger 
power  sad  wider  usefulness,  they  cherished  the  same  sense  as  ever  of  the  friend- 
ship, affection,  and  good  offices,  which  had  been  extended  to  them  in  the  ^»ast,  and 
they  desired  to  stretch  out  to  the  Free  Church  the  same  warm  and  sisterly  greeting 
which  both  had  been  accustomed  to  giye  to  one  another  in  the  years  gone  past. 
The  dose  and  intimate  tie  between  the  English  Presbyterian  Church  and  the  Free 
Church  of  Scotland  was  as  old  as  the  English  Presbyterian  Church  itself.    The 
Free  Chorch  had  been  the  firmest  ally  and  the  best  supporter  of  their  Church  in 
England ;  but  the  change  which  took  place  in  the  position  of  Presbyteriaaism  in 
England,  when  in  1844  it  declared  itself  independent,  very  soon  led  to  a  oonviction 
in  the  minds  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  there  that  to  stand  alone,  and  hare  a 
separate  jurisdiction,  was  not  the  only  duty  incumbent  upon  it.    There  very  soon 
arose  the  conviction  that  duty  called  for  the  gathering  together,  and  binding  into 
smt  whole  as  soon  as  possible,  of  all  the  elements  of  orthodox  Presbyterianlsm  to 
be  fonad  on  English  ground.    In  other  words,  the  call  for  a  united  Church  arose 
Teiy  so<»a  after  the  call  for  an  independent  English  Presbyterian  Church  had  been 
felt  and  answwed.    Well,  the  policy  of  the  Chorch  they  represented  had  been  clear 
sad  conaistent  from  that  day  till  this  time,  and  they  had  pursued  that  policy  with 
all  their  might.    For  a  considerable  number  of  years  they  pursued  it  in  concert 
with  the  Free  Church  itself,  during  the  long  and  wearisome  negotiations  which  had 
now  beoi  suspended.    It  appeared  to  them,  then,  that  there  was  opening  before 
them  the  prospect  of  attaining  two  ends,  which  had  been  impressed  upon  them  as 
estfenaely  desirable,  the  end,  namely,  of  at  least  a  partial  union  of  Scotch  Presby- 
tenaniam  on  the  one  side,  and  of  a  close  fraternity  between  the  Presbyterianlsm  of 
Scotland  and  England  on  the  other  side.    Although  circnmstances  made  it  the 
daty  of  the  Free  Chnrch  to  suspend  the  union  negotiations,  they  had  not  suspended 
them  in  Englsad.    They  had  continued  in  the  track  in  which  they  had  been  walk- 
ing^ and  had  been  enabled  to  pursue  that  path  to  its  desired  termination,  so  tliat 
the  ISth  of  next  month  would  see  socomplished  (hat  on  which  their  hearts  had  so 
kagbeeassL 

It  seemed  to  him  that,  speaking  on  behalf  of  a  Church  so  near  and  so  close  to 
them  aB  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  England,  at  a  moment  when  a  new  step  was 
to  be  taken  of  so  much  importsnce  as  that,  it  was  due  to  both  Chorehes,  and  to  the 
long  and  close  friendship  between  them,  that  he  should  endeavour  to  make  clear 
exsetly  what  it  was  that  they  were  doing,  and  the  grounds,  terms,  and  arrangements 
on  which  that  union  wss  about  to  be  consolidated.  He  would  Uke  to  say  a  few 
words  npon  that  subject,  not  by  any  means  In  the  way  of  offering  what  might  be 
called  a  jostification,  defence,  or  apology  for  what  had  been  done,  or  was  about  to 
be  done— not  for  the  purpose  of  submitting  what  they  had  done,  in  any  sense,  to  the 
review,  or  sanction,  or  approval  of  that  Church — for  that  would  be  inconsistent  with 
their  position  of  entire  independence  in  their  jurisdiction — but  because  it  was  due 
to  friends  to  mske  one  snother  aware  of  the  reason  and  character  of  their  actions, 
ssd  beeaose  they  desired  that  at  no  point  of  their  action  should  they  lie  mis- 
understood by  friends  whom  they  loved  so  much  as  the  members  of  the  Free 
Ghareh  of  Scotlsnd.  The  members  of  the  Free  Church  Assembly  would 
uadeistaad  him  when  he  said  that  the  union  about  to  be  accomplished 
was  based  on  a  form  of  words  the  same  in  substance,  and  almost  in  terms^ 
as  was  Qsed  in  those  unions  which  had  already  been  consummated  in  the  British 
colonics.    They  hsd  done  no  more  than  apply  to  their  circumstances  and  case  in 
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Eogland  the  same  procednre  which  had  preyed  laifsfaetorj  and  anlBelent  In  the 
case  of  the  AustraUan  and  Canadian  Chnrchea.  In  the  first  place,  they  reoognised, 
in  coming  together  with  their  United  Presbyterian  brethren,  the  fact  that  botk 
Chnrehes  gave  entire  and  cordial  assent  to  the  sole  and  supreme  anthoritj  of  the 
Holy  Scripture  as  the  only  test  by  which  their  belief  was  to  be  Jadged  before  God, 
and  the  only  anthority  by  which  matters  of  faith  were  to  be  determined.  They 
recognised  that  both  Chorches  accepted,  as  expressing  the  sense  in  which  tbej  under- 
stood the  teaching  of  Scripture,  the  Westminster  Confession  of  Paith  with  ita  attend- 
ant Bubsidiaiy  documents.  On  that  basis  they  went  together  Teiy  easily  and  without 
difficulty  and  dispute.  In  the  second  place,  they  recognised  the  other  fact  thai  on  both 
sides^-on  the  side  of  their  own  Church  and  of  the  sister  Church — the  acceptance  of 
the  Confeasion  of  Faith  had  been  guarded  at  one  particular  point  That  waa  to  say, 
that  both  Churches  had  adopted  a  form  of  language  by  which  lo  aeeure  a  eertain 
amount  of  freedom  to  their  ministers  and  members  in  the  interpretation  which  they 
put  upon  a  particular  portion  of  the  Confession.  That  the  Church  of  Chrlat  was  to 
be  spiritually  independent  within  the  State,  and  had  a  difinely-giren  authority  to 
exerciae  ita  juiisdiction  under  the  law  of  Christ,  its  Head,  and  only  under  a  aenae 
of  duty  to  Him  as  its  Master,  was  a  point  held  with  equal  eleamesa  and  firmneaa  on 
both  sides.  That  the  State  was  bound,  on  the  other  hand,  to  be  obedient  to  aadi 
laws  aa  Christ  has  laid  down  in  His  Word  as  applicable  to  States  and  atatesmeD, 
and  to  render  that  obedience  to  Him  in  His  capacity  as  the  Great  Lord  of  naiiona 
and  Mediatorial  Ruler,  was  a  point  equally  held  on  both  sides.  But  aa  to  the  limita 
of  that  duty  lying  upon  nations  in  their  national  capacity — or,  to  put  it  otherwise, 
as  to  the  extent  to  which  the.  Lord  Jesus  Christ  had  actually  imposed  duties  and- 
responsibilities  upon  the  State  in  His  Word — there  wsa,  as  was  sufficiently  known, 
a  difference  of  opinion  in  both  Churches  from  that  which  was  held  by  the  framen  of 
the  Confession,  aa  well  as  a  difference  of  opinion  among  themselTCs.  They  all  of 
them  differed  from  the  firamers  of  the  Confession  in  the  latitude  which  they  allowed 
to  the  duty  of  the  State  to  interpose  in  religions  questions.  Thus,  for  example^  the 
time  waa  when  their  fathers  belieyed  that  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  permitted  the  duty 
of  attendance  upon  the  public  worship  of  God  to  be  enforced  by  oItII  paina  and 
penalties,  so  that  those  who  did  not  go  to  Church  might  be  dealt  with  penally. 
They  did  not  any  of  them  belicTe  that  In  that  respect  they  differed  from  their 
forefathers.  There  were  other  points  on  which  they  differed  among  themaelTes^ 
some  baring  gone  further  in  that  direction  than  othera  had  gone.  And,  therefore* 
differing  as  to  the  precise  limits  laid  down  in  the  Word  of  GcmI  for  the  due  and  legi- 
timate action  of  said  authority  on  auch  questions,  they  accepted  the  arrangement  by 
which  both  Churches  had  already  cleared  a  certain  limited  and  guarded  apace  for 
liberty  of  opinion  on  that  subject.  Both  Churches  had  done  ao,  and  what  had  been 
done  in  coming  together  was  simply  to  accept  a  certain  form  of  language  which 
secured  that  on  the  application  of  the  principles  which  they  held  in  common  to  aueh 
questions  there  should  still  be  room  to  differ  within  the  Church.  The  form  of  words 
which  they  had  adopted  was  this — "  That  in  aubscribing  the  said  Standaids,  the 
office-bearera  of  this  Church,  while  holding  the  subjection  of  ciyil  rulers  in  their 
own  prOTince  to  the  authority  of  the  Lord  Jeans  Christ,  are  not  required  to  aooepi 
anything  in  theae  documenta  which  faronrs  or  may  be  regarded  aa  favouring  intolei^ 
ance  or  persecution."  He  did  not  think  it  necessary  to  go  further  into  that  pointy 
because  his  object  was  not  to  Tindicate  the  position  of  the  body  to  which  he  belonged, 
but  merely  to  state  the  facts,  that  that  House  might  be  aware  exactly  of  what  they 
were  doing.  He  might  be  allowed  to  add,  howerer,  that  the  Caimeaa  of  that 
language,  aa  limiting  on  both  aides  the  area  of  freedom  of  opinion  secured  to  the 
office-bearers  of  the  Church,  might  be  j edged  of  by  the  fset  that  on  both  aidea  it 
was  objected  to  by  certain  men  holding  what  might  be  called  extreme  Tiewa  upon 
the  subject.  In  the  Synod  of  the  Church  to  which  he  belonged  there  were  certain 
brethren  who  objected  to  the  language  on  the  ground  that  it  leant  too  much  to  the 
Voluntary  side,  and  in  the  United  Presbyterian  Synod  ther^  waa  a  larger  number  of 
brethren  who  equally  objected  to  that  language  for  the  opposite  reason — that  it  leant 
too  much  to  the  Church  Establishment  side.  He  thought  that  in  thia  fact  they  had 
a  tolerably  sure  test  of  the  practical  safety  of  the  liberty  aeeured  by  this  form  of 
phraaeology. 

Kow,  he    asked,  uniting  on  that  basis,   what  waa  it  they  had  gained  t 
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Well,  thej  (the   English  PrethyteriuiB)  were  a  bodj  of  154   or  155   eongre- 
gations;  Uieir  frieuda  of  the  United  Presbyteriaa  Church   situated   in  England 
nambered,    if  be   waa  not  mistaken,  106    congregations.      Supposing   all    on 
both  sidea  combined   in  that  union,  that  gave  a  resultant  body  of  about  260 
eottgregationa.    They  combined,  therefore,  into  one  homogeneous  mass  260  Presby- 
terian congregations,  scattered  yery  fairly  oyer  the  whole  extent  of  England — thinly 
in  some  parts,  and  mor^^ickly  in  others.    They  gathered  themaelyes  together 
afresh  into  Presbyteries,  with  new  boundaries,  increasing  the  number  of  their 
Presbyteries  in  consequence  of  their  increased  size.    They  would  be  able  to  exercise 
a  closer  and  more  yigUant  obsenration  of  the  field  at  their  disposal.    Instead  of  the 
congregations  of  a  Presbytery  being  scattered  oyer  seyeral  counties,  oyerleaping  in 
the  meantime  congregations  of  the  sister  Church,  with  which  they  had  not  been  able 
to  haye  any  eeelesiaatical  connection,  tbey  would  be  able  to  draw  their  Presbytery 
boundaries  closer,  to  look  more  minutely  into  the  condition  of  thingji,  to  combine 
their  forces,  and  to  plant  congregations  where  they  were  required,  and  where  they 
had  not  been  able  hitherto  to  plant  them,  because  the  adherents  of  either  Church 
had  been  too  few  in  namber.    They  would  be  able  to  combine  their  resources,  ta 
economise  their  working  expenses,  and  to  remove  out  of  the  way  of  their  people  a 
source  of  irritation  which  distracted  attention  from  the  great  work  of  Presbyterian 
and  orthodox  teaching  in  England.    They  would  be  able  to  do  all  these  things  at  an 
expenae  which  wonld  be  simply  nothing — that  was  to  say,  at  the  expense  of  no 
principle,  and  without  abridging  their  liberty  of  utterance  in  a  single  particular.    la- 
the united  Church  they  would  just  haye  the  same  freedom  as  eyer  to  *expre8S  their 
indiyidual  yiewa  on  any  question  which  might  come  up  within  or  without  the  debat- 
able and  thorny  land  which  he  had  been  indicating.    They  lost  nothing — they 
forfeited  nothing.     They  were  as  free  to  utter  all  truth  as  they  had  been  ;  and  thej 
gained  a  great  deal  more  than  Scotchmen  who  had  neyer  crossed  the  Border  could 
appreciate  by  this  amalgamation.    Tet  on  their  side  they  were  entering  into  this 
union  without  the  loss  of  a  single  man,  and  without  the  loss  of  a  single  shilling.    So 
far  sa  was  known  to  him,  they  were  not  going  to  encounter  the  slightest  loss  either 
of  property  or   of  membership.    With   regard  to  their  brethren  of  the  United 
Presbyterian  Church,  it  was  yery  well  known  that  a  certain  minority  of  the  English 
members  of  that  House  held  back  from  the  union  for  a  considerable  time  under  the 
pressure  of  motiyes  of  which  he  would  never  allow  himself  to  speak  except  in  terms 
of  the  greatest  respect,  because  they  felt  that  whatever  might  be  the  advantages, 
there  mnst  be  a  rent,  and  a  severance  of  ties,  and  a  loss  of  advantages  derived  from 
connection  with  Scotland.    He  thought  that  no  one  in  that  House  who  knew  what 
was  implied  in  the  eaprit  du  corp9  of  a  Church  would  desire  to  hear  one  word  in 
condemnation  of  that  feeling.    Nevertheless  they  were  now  going  into  this  union 
with  the  cordial  concurrence  of  the  United  Presbyterian  Church  as  a  whole.    They 
went  into  it  on  the  strength  of  a  conclusive  and  exhaustive  vote  of  the  Synod — so 
strong,  so  conclusive,  that  it  carried  the  whole  weight  of  the  United  Presbyterian 
Church  along  with  them  in  that  act ;  and  he  was  very  happy  to  say  that,  so  far  aa 
he  had  been  able  to  discover — it  was  not  a  point  on  which  any  man  could  speak 
dogmatically  before  the  event — the  vote  of  last  week  would  in  sU  probability  have 
the  effect  of  inducing  the  brethren  who  had  hitherto  been  reluctant  to  reconsider 
their  position ;  and  already  it  was  understood  that  a  considerable  number  of  those 
who  had  hitherto  been  most  reluctant  had  reconsidered  their  position,  and  were  about 
to  fall  into  the  union.    At  any  rate,  if  there  should  be  a  few  who,  in  the  meantime^ 
did  not  see  their  way  to  sever  their  connection  with  Scotland,  they  would  be  so  few, 
10  limited  in  area,  and  so  unsupported  by  the  moral  voice  of  their  own  Church,  that 
be  could  not  conceive  that  even  their  abstention  would  take  away  from  the  great 
power  and  usefulness  of  the  union  as  a  whole.    He  wished,  on  the  floor  of  that  House, 
speaking  rather  in  his  capacity  as  convener  of  the  Union  Commitlee  of  his  own 
Church  than  as  a  deputy,  to  express  the  very  high  appreciation  which  prevailed 
throughout  their  Church,  and  especially  throughout  their  Union  Committee,  of  the 
brotherly  courtesy,  the  kindness,  the  considerateness,  and  fraternal  afiectlon,  as  well 
as  the  thoroughly  honourable  and  Christian  conduct  of  the  brethren  with  whom  they 
had  been  brought  into  such  close  relations.     They  had  felt  that  not  only  had  there 
been  nothing  to  rof&e  their  intercourse,  or  to  cause  them  to  regret  any  part  of  their 
negotiations;  bnt  tbey  dosed  them  with  a  certain  regret  that  their  intercourse  with 
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their  brethren  on  thU  side  of  the  Border  would  oease  by  the  work  having  been  done. 
They  had  a  feeling  of  aorrow  that  their  meetinga  were  oyer,  beeaoae  they  had  been 
anch  pleaaant  meetings ;  and  they  closed  these  negotiations  with  an  admiration  for 
the  brethren  of  that  Charcb,  and  for  their  apirit*  which  was  not  seoond  to  their 
admiration  of  those  of  any  other  sister  Chareh  whateyer.  With  regard  to  the  rote 
of  the  United  Presbyterian  Synod,  it  appeared  to  him  that  that  deeiaion  of  theira 
deaenred  to  be  acknowledged,  and  hailed  by  intelligent^d  faithful  Oliriatian  men  aa 
a  triumph  of  loyalty  to  truth  and  duty  oyer  lower  considerations.  At  a  moment 
when  the  prospect  which  they  had  cherished  of  gathering  increased  strength  through 
combination  with  this  great  Free  Church  of  Scotland  seemed  to  be  gone — at  ft 
moment  when  the  United  Presbyterian  Church  was  called  upon  to  behold  the  Free 
Churoh  increased  by  the  accession  of  the  Beformed  Presbyterian  Church — at  ft 
moment  when  the  Established  Church  of  Scotland  was  making  fresh  and  nnuanal 
efforts  to  recoyer  lost  ground,  and  that,  aa  he  understood,  not  without  some  succeaa 
— at  such  a  moment,  for  a  Church  deliberately  to  assent  to  the  loss  of  one-sixth  of 
its  congregations,  with  no  counteryailing  adyantage,  appeared  to  him  to  be  a  aaerifiee 
at  the  call  of  duty,  and  for  the  sake  of  the  interests  of  ChriBt*a  kingdom  in  the 
.  realm,  which  deseryed  frank,  honourable,  and  grateful  recognition. 

The  future  "  Presbyterian  Church  of  England  " — for  they  were  making  a  little 
change  In  their  name — would  hold  certain  defined  relations  to  the  United  Preaby- 
terian  Church.  They  had  been  led  to  draw  these  relations  aa  dose  aa  possible, 
mainly  by  two  considerations.  The  first  consideraUon  was  a  yery  obyioos  one. 
The  relucta»Be  of  so  large  a  section  of  the  United  Presbyterian  Church  to  seyer  the 
tie  that  bound  l!hem  to  the  parent  stock  could  be  best  met  by  ret^ning  other  ties 
which  should  be  aa  close  as  possible  consistent  with  the  new  position  of  separate 
jurisdiction.  It  waa  quite  eyident  that  it  was  only  due  to  the  loyalty  and  affectioii 
entertained  by  the  congregations  of  the  United  Presbyterian  Church  of  England  to- 
wards that  Church  aa  a  whole,  that»  in  asking  them  to  aeyer  their  connection  with 
Scotland  and  caat  in  their  lot  with  them  as  an  English  Church,  they  should  go  as 
far  aa  it  waa  possible  for  an  independent  Church  to  go  in  anbatituting  for  these  old 
ties  other  tiea  of  a  close,  fraternid,  and  affectionate  charaeter.  And  the  second  eon- 
aideration,  which  pointed  in  the  same  direction,  waa,  that  the  recent  Union  negotia- 
tions in  Scotland  included  aa  their  goal  and  hoped-for  ultimatum,  not  only  a  United 
non*Established  Chnrch  north  of  the  Tweed,  and  a  United  non-eatablished  Chareh 
aonth  of  the  Tweed,  but  alao  certain  yery  close  and  friendly  relataonahipa  between 
these  Churches  which  should  make  them  in  eyerylldng  except  jurisdiction  as  much 
one  as  two  Churches  could  be.  The  terms  of  federation  which  they  had  agreed 
upon  with  the  United  Presbyterian  Church  in  Scotland  were  not  yery  hard  to  un- 
deratand.  In  the  first  place,  they  proposed  to  follow  the  line  which  had  already 
been  broken  ground  upon  by  the  Mutual  Eligibility  Ack  By  that  Aet  they  declared 
that  their  ministers  and  the  ministers  of  certain  other  Churehea  ahould  be  mntuallj 
eligible  for  calls  in  the  different  Churches.  They  proposed  in  their  terms  of  federa- 
tion with  the  United  Presbyterian  Church  in  Scotland  to  giro  that  a  wider  aweep, 
and  to  make  it  apply  to  the  whole  constituent  members  of  both  Churehea — (hat  ia 
to  Bay,  any  one  who  was  recognised  aa  a  member  or  office-bearer  of  the  one  Church 
would  be  recognised  aa  a  member  or  office-bearer  in  the  other  Church  if  called  upon 
to  change  their  residence  from  the  one  country  to  the  other.  Next,  they  expressed 
their  desire  to  aim  at  bringing  their  theological  methods  and  standards  of  ednoation 
into  harmony  with  one  another,  and  to  seek  to  help  one  another*a  misslona.  In  the 
next  place  they  proposed  to  substitute  for  deputations  —which  many  were  feeling  to 
be  a  Bomewhat  frigid  system  of  connection  between  Churches  elosely  related — a  sys- 
tem of  corresponding  members,  giying  to  each  Church  the  priyilege  of  appointing 
corresponding  members  to  the  other  Church  to  the  limit  of  fiye  per  cent  upon  ita 
number  of  congregations,  with  power  to  deliberate  in  ita  courts,  but  not  to  yote. 
They  had  also  arranged  for  the  assembling  of  a  consultatiye  council  representing  the 
interests  of  the  two  Churches,  consisting  of  an  equal  number  of  members  from  each 
Synod,  with  the  yiew  of  seeing  whether  there  were  any  pointa  on  which  the  Churehea 
could  come  to  a  closer  understanding  and  a  better  co-operation  with  one  another,  and 
also  to  consider  any  questions  that  might  arise  affecting  the  interests  of  both 
Churches  alike,  and  which  might  be  referred  to  it  at  the  will  of  either  Synod.  Some 
of  them  felt  that  there  was  in  this  idea  possibly  a  germ  of  fresh  deyelopment  of  Prea- 


WKDVUSDAY,  MAT  24,  1876.  129 

l^tarbn  iinificaiion  |Jid  co-operation  which  the  Chorehea  might  yet  be  led  to  work 
ooL  Their  aim  in  all  they  were  doing  was  that  they  ahould  haye  not  only  anity 
within  their  territory  aa  far  as  they  could  hare  it»  but  federation  of  the  closest  kind 
— co-operation  of  the  closest  possible  kind — between  Churches  occupying  their  well- 
defined  geographical  limits.  The  idea  underlying  the  whole  system  was  this.  They 
wanted  to  indicate  4>y  the  closeness  of  their  affinities  and  of  their  intercourse  that 
there  was  no  reason  why  they  were  not  amalgamated  excepting  the  accidental  reason 
of  conyenienee  of  jurisdicUon — that  if  they  were  occupying  the  same  area  or  areas 
not  so  distinct  in  population,  tradition,  history,  and  feeling  as  to  make  it  advisable 
that  they  should  be  separate — ^they  would  be,  for  all  other  reasons,  one ;  and  that, 
therefore,  they  were  one  in  the  truest,  highest,  and  spiritual  sense  of  the  word,  while 
yet  they  were  absolutely  independent  of  one  another,  in  so  far  as  no  atom  of  juris- 
diction was  possessed  by  the  one  oyer  any  action  of  the  other.  He  had  thought  it 
due  to  the  Assembly  at  that  time  that  their  oldest,  closest,  dearest  friends  among 
sister  Churdiea  idionld  thus  be  fully  and  frankly  told  of  all  they  were  doing.  He 
would  only  say  farther,  that  they  had  taken  care  to  pot  among  the  papers  of  this 
ITnion  that  ihey  proposed,  so  soon  as  this  Union  was  accomplished,  formally  to  in- 
yite  the  attention  of  the  Free  Church  to  these  new  terms  of  intercourse,  with  a  yiew 
to  request  that,  if  it  saw  its  way  to  it,  it  should  take  its  place  upon  the  same  plat- 
form of  closest  possible  co-operation. 

Bey.  WILLIAM  M'CAW,  of  Manchester,  next  addressed  the  Assembly.  After 
some  remarks  on  the  obligaUons  of  the  English  Presbyterian  Church  to  the  Free 
Church  for  sending  them  men  and  money  to  carry  on  their  work  of  Church  extension 
in  England,  and  on  the  rapid  progress  the  Chnrch  had  made,  he  requested  the  con- 
tinued aid  and  aympathy  of  the  Free  Church  in  their  work.  Never,  he  said,  was 
there  a  time  when  a  yigorons  eyangelieal  Presbyterian  Chnreh  was,  on  the  one  hand, 
more  required,  or,  on  the  other  hand,  more  defied  and  more  welcomed  in  England 
than  at  preaent.  The  condition  of  England  eccleaUstlcally  and  religiously  was  in 
many  respects  both  critical  and  alarmlog.  Bationalism  was  progressing  so  much 
on  one  side,  and  Bomanism,  both  within  and  withoat  the  Established  Church,  was 
progreaaing  so  much  on  the  other  side,  that  there  was  a  dark  cloud  hanging  oyer 
the  future  of  England.  At  the  present  hour  there  are  two  hundred  Bomish  priests 
in  EogljuMi  who  formerly  were  dergymen  'in  the  Established  Church  of  England. 
The  leayen^was  spreading  steadily  and  sorely.  A  crisia  must  be  coming;  and  in 
yiew  of  thai  eriais,  what  more  important  than  that  there  should  be  a  yigorons 
Presbyterian  Chnreh  in  England,  with  its  Scriptnral  ereed  and  its  Scriptural 
ooUeges,  to  be  a  rallying  ground  to  those  who  might  be  seeking  a  refuge  in  the 
hour  of  trial!  Good  men  and  true  in  all  the  Chorches  of  England — and  more 
especially  amongst  the  lai^  of  the  Established  Chnrch  of  England — were  disposed 
to  welcome  them  whereyer  they  went  There  was  an  open  door  for  the  English 
Presbyterian  Chnreh  eyerywhero  in  the  land.  They  wonld  be  welcomed  amongst 
the  working  elassfs  in  those  hiyea  of  industry  in  the  yalley  of  the  Tyne,  and  in 
all  the  great  centrea  of  population  in  England.  There  was  alao  an  open  door 
for  them  in  the  suburbui  districts  of  their  great  cities  amongst  the  well-to-do 
daasea.  Mr.  M'Caw  gaye  some  inatanees  of  the  encouragement  they  had  receiyed, 
giying  especial  prominence  to  a  ease  in  which  their  Chnrch  Extension  Committee 
had  been  indaoetl  to  beghi  a  church  in  a  district  of  London  by  the  solicitations  and 
liberal  snbseriptiona — ^indnding  a  prondae  of  £200  a  year  for  the  maintenance  of 
ordinsnffs  of  three  Bplsoopalian  gentlemen  who  were  desirous  that  aome  effort 
ahould  be  made  to  counteract  the  efforts  of  Bitnaliats  in  the  district 

Mr.^HUOH  M.  MATHESON,  London,  elder,  next  addressed  the  Assembly. 
He  expressed  grateful  acknowledgments  for  the  loying  sympathy  of  this  Church 
during  a  long  eonrse  of  years.  Some  of  the  noblest  men  among  their  departed 
worthies  had  given  them  the  benefit  of  their  counsels  and  their  influence.  It  was 
Br.  Caadlish  that  reeommended  James  Hamilton  to  come  to  London,  and  it  would 
be  difficult  to  say  how  much  the  Church  in  England  owed  in  the  early  days  of  its 
rcyiyed  history,  to  the  Catholic  spirit  of  that  much-loyed  man,  for  the  honoured 
place  giyen  to  her  among  the  denominations. 

Bat  he  wished  particnlariy  to  thank  the  Free  Church  for  the  men  giyen  them 
to  go  to  China  to  labour  in  the  mission  field.  The  mission  which  had  attracted 
WilUaffl  Bonui,  and  had  secured  to  them  along  with  himself  the  sympathy  and 


130  DEPUTATION  PROM  THE  ENGLISH  PES8B7TERIAN  CHURCH. 

pra jen  of  many  godly  people  in  ScotUndy  was  nerer  regarded  with  indifference  in 
thia  Asaembly.  God  had  greatly  blessed  that  mission.  At  the  time  it  was* 
founded,  joat  abont  thirty  years  ago,  there  were  bat  seventy  ministers  in  the  Presby- 
terian Church  in  England.  Now,  there  are,  including  both  European  and  Natlra 
ErangellBts,  more  men  engaged  in  preaching  the  gospel  in  China  in  connection 
with  this  mission  than  there  were  ministers  in  the  Church  at  the  time  the  mission 
was  commenced.  The  numbers  are  fourteen  European  missionaries,  fifly-siz  Natire 
eyangelists,  and  twenty- three  Native  students  preparing  for  the  ministiy,  some  of 
whom  are  already  frequently  employed  in  preaching.  In  connection  with  tlds  last  it 
may  be  stated  that  it  can  only  be  by  means  of  Natiye  agency  that  a  vast  country 
like  China  can  ever  be  evangelised,  and  that  the  efforts  of  the  mission  have  been 
earnestly  directed  to  the  training  of  a  native  ministry.  The  Divine  blessing  has 
rested  upon  all  the  departments  of  the  mission,  more  than  two  thousand  persons 
are  in  full  communion  with  the  Church,  besides  a  large  number  of  inquirers,  and 
in  some  of  the  districts  occopied  there  has  been  a  marked  effect  produced  upon  the 
population  generally.  This  is  especially  so  in  the  Island  of  Formosa.  Mr.  Mathe- 
son  mentioned  that  he  had  just  received  an  interesting  letter  from  a  traveller  who 
bad  visited  that  island  and  had  written  some  notes  for  the  Geographical  Society. 
Tills  gentleman  states  many  interesting  circumstances,  showing  the  success  of  the 
Mission,  and  specially  refers  to  Posia,  a  group  of  three  villages  in  a  well  watered 
beautiful  plain,  each  village  with  its  Christian  chapel,  and  **  among  its  inhabitants 
there  are  few  if  any  exceptions  in  which  the  superstitions  of  idolatiy  have  not  been 
exchanged  for  the  predous  privileges  of  our  holy  religion.*^  He  adds  "The  evident 
intelligence  and  earnestness  of  the  people,  as  seen  by  Uie  erection  of  spacious  chapela, 
and  the  attendance  at  services,  and  the  united  friendship  existing  among  the 
converts,  all  this  too  in  the  midst  of  much  poverty  and  occasional  persecution,  is 
very  interesting  and  remarkable,  and  surely  augurs  well  for  the  ftiture  of  tUs  work.** 
These  facts  spoke  of  blessing,  and  the  Church  at  home  had  largely  profited  by  the 
reflex  influence  of  the  blessing  bestowed  in  Cliina. 

Mr.  Matheson  concluded  by  asking  the  eontinued  interest  and  sympathy  of 
the  friends  in  Scotland  to  whom  under  God  they  owed  so  much.  They  never  needed 
it  more.  Their  work  in  England  was  a  difficult  one,  and  had  been  prospered  so  much 
that  it  now  almost  overtaxed  their  resouroes.  He  expressed  his  confidence  thej 
would  still  eiyoy  the  love  and  friendship  of  the  Free  Chnrch. 

Bev.  Mr.  M'GILL,  of  Bournemouth,  was  the  next  speaker.  He  confined  hie 
remarks  chiefly  to  congratulating  the  House  on  the  union  with  the  Reformed  Pre»- 
bjterian  Church,  of  which  body  he  had  been  many  years  a  minister,  and  which 
Church,  he  maintained,  was  worthy  of  the  alliance  on  which  she  was  about  to  eater. 
Sir  HENRY  MONCBEIFF  moved  the  following  as  the  deliverance  of  the 
Assembly: — "The  General  Assembly,  having  heard  with  great  satiafitction  the 
statements  of  the  honoured  brethren,  the  deputies  from  the  English  Presbyterian 
Church,  regarding  the  work  of  that  Church,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  renew  the 
expression  of  the  high  consideration  and  regard  cherished  toward  the  English 
Presbyterian  Church  by  the  Free  Church  of  Scotland.  With  respect  to  the  Union 
about  to  be  formed  with  the  English  Presbyterian  Church,  the  General  Assembly 
resolve  to  instruct  its  Arrangemenfa'  Committee  to  send  to  the  approaching  Synod 
of  that  Church,  at  which  the  Union  is  to  be  completed,  a  deputation,  who  shall  con- 
vey  to  them  the  fraternal  congratulations  of  this  Church  on  that  erent^  in  which 
they  take  the  deepest  interest ;  and  the  Assembly  request  the  Moderator  to  return 
thanks  to  the  deputies  who  have  addressed  them."  Sir  Henry  said  he  was  sure  the 
Assembly  would  agree  with  him  that  they  had  seldom  had  the  satisfaction  of  listen- 
ing to  aiddresses  which,  within  a  reasonable  limit  of  time,  had  brought  so  much 
interesting  matter  before  them.  The  statement  of  their  excellent  friend,  Dr.  D^kee» 
which  related  to  what  was  now  being  transacted  in  England,  and  to  what  was  sanc- 
tioned by  a  sister  Church  here  as  regarded  the  proposed  Union,  was  one  which  it 
was  extremely  suitable  for  him  to  make  to  this  Church,  for  he  was  sure  they  re^ 
ceived,  in  the  spirit  in  which  it  was  made,  the  representation  that  they  might  most 
suitably  give  information  to  them  regarding  their  movements.  Of  course  it  was 
not  for  him  to  say  one  word  about  the  merits  of  any  of  the  proposals  on  the  subject 
of  the  Union  now  about  to  be  completed.  What  tbey  had  to  do  was  to  thank  Dr. 
pvkes  for  having  made  so  free,  full,  and  frank  a  communication.    They  were  glad 
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to  knoir  wlial  ihtir  friendi  were  doing  in  the  way  of  union,  and  they  were  certainly 
TeiT  glad  to  oongxatnlate  them  on  the  fact  that  they  had  arriyed  at  the  conclasion 
that  the  Union  eonld  be  effected.    They  congratulated  them  upon  the  £ftct — they 
coald  not  hot  eongratnlate  any  Presbyterian  bodiea  upon  the  fact  of  their  luiying 
been  enabled  to  get  oyer  difficulties  lying  in  the  way  of  union,  and  to  put  an  end 
to  the  difiaions  that  were  not  suitable  for  carrying  out  the  work  of  the  Lord.    He 
thought  they  might  almost  cordially  eongratnlate  them  on  the  facta  stated  to  them 
by  Dr.  DykeSy  that  tiiere  was  to  be  no  diyision  in  that  Church  upon  the  subject,  and 
that  they  were  enabled  with  one  heart  all  to  go  into  this  Union.    They  had  aimed 
at  a  union  among  themselyes,  but  they  did  not  desire  any  Union  that  eonld  only  be 
brought  about  by  diyiaion  among  themseWes,  and  that  was  simply  the  reason  why 
that  Union  did  not  oome  about.    Of  course  the  reason  in  the  minds  of  some  mem- 
bers of  the  HoBse  was  that  they  did  not  see  their  way  from  principle  to  form  that 
Union;  bnt  atill  it  might  be  stated  that  one  reason  why  it  could  not  be  formed  was, 
not  beeanse  there  was  anywhere  shrinking  back  from  consequences,  proyided  they 
had  thought  it  il^t  to  go  forward  with  it,  but  aimply  because  they  thought  that 
saeh  a  Union,  if  fonned,  should  be  formed  without  serious  diyision  among  them- 
selres.    And  therefore  they  were  ready,  he  was  sure,  to  congratulate  their  friends 
of  the  English  Presbyterian  Gburdi  upon  the  fact  that  they  saw  their  way  to  enter 
into  this  Union  eordially,  heartily,  and  unanimously.    They  could  not  but  feel  greatly . 
interested  by  what  their  friend  Mr.  M'Gaw  had  told  them  regarding  the  progress  of 
the  English  Presbyterian  Chureh  in  the  sister  country,  and  the  efforts  they  were 
making  for  the  canse  of  Church  extension.    Keither  could  he  lose  sight  of  the  m« 
teresting  communication  giyen  to  them  by  Mr.  Matheson,  and  he  was  sure  they 
were  all  ready  to  respond  with  all  their  hearts  to  the  feeling  which  he  had  ex- 
pressed; and  the  atatement  of  Mr.  M'Qill  as  to  his  connection  with  the  Reformed 
Preshyterian  Church  was  heard  with  yery  great  pleasure. 

Mr.  BAYID  MACLAGAN,  elder,  seconded  the  motion.  He  felt  assured  that 
the  masteriy  statement  of  Dr.  Dykes,  and  the  missionary  reports  finom  the  Home 
and  Fordgn  fields  by  the  Bey.  Mr.  H'Caw,  and  by  Mr.  Hugh  Matheson,  the  worthy 
■oeeessor  of  Dr.  James  Hamilton  in  the  conyenership  of  their  Foreign  Mission  Com- 
mittee, must  haye  stirred  and  eheered  eyery  heart  in  the  Assembly.  He  expressed 
his  gratification  that  Sir  Henry  Moncreiff*8  motion  included  a  proposal  to  send  a 
deputation  to  congratulate  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  England  on  the  Union  about 
to  be  formed  between  that  Chnrch  and  the  portion  of  the  United  Presbyterian 
Chorch  soutii  of  the  Tweed,  and  he  would  further  suggest  that  they  should  express 
their  wilUngnesa  to  receiye  to-morrow  eyening,  from  Dr.  Djkes,  the  congratulations 
of  their  Church  on  our  own  Union  with  the  Beformed  Presbyterian  Church. 

Br.  THOMSON,  Paisley,  said  that  as  he  had  had  some  good  opportunities  of 

ehserying  the  poaition  and  prospects  and  growing  progress  of  the  English  Presby* 

terisn  Church,  during  the  last  six  months,  especif^ly  in  the  south  of  England,  and 

ilM  of  obserying  the  effeet  of  BituaUsm  in  drawing  out  of  the  Established  Church 

some  of  its  host  people,  and  the  preyailing  tendency  of  these  to  find  their  way  into 

the  Preaby  terian  Chnrch,  he  begged  to  say  a  few  words  on  the  subject.  He  had  been 

much  struck  with  the  adyanced  position  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  there,  as  eom- 

pared  with  what  he  remembered  of  it  on  a  yisit  to  England  about  fifteen  years  ago. 

Then  its  numbexB  were  oompsratiyely  few,  and  its  influence  feeble;  and  the  late 

Principal  CnnnlDgham  had  told  them  once  but  too  truly  that  their  great  want  at  that 

time  was  "the  want  of  yisibility."    But  this  want  is  being  rapidly  and  wonderfully 

fopplied,  not  only  by  that  cordial  union  with  the  United  Presbyterian  Church,  which 

had  now  yirtually  ti^en  place,  and  which  reflected  such  credit  on  the  self-denying 

spirit  of  that  Chureh  in  consenting  to  the  separation  of  more  than  a  hundred  of  their 

brethren  and  congregations,  for  the  sake  of  union  in  England, — but  also  by  the 

eonitant  and  increasing  stream  of  Evangelical  Episcopalians,  who  being  disgusted 

vith  Kitoalism,  are  Joining  themselyes  in  large  numbers  to  the  Presbyterian  Church, 

ht  preference  to  any  other.    For  instance,  in  the  congregation  at  Bournemouth 

inth  which  he  himself  had  been  closely  identified,  in  assisting  his  esteemed  friend 

Mr.  M'Gill  during  the  winter,  he  had  been  much  struck  with  the  growing  tendency 

md  the  growing  strength  of  the  Presbyterian  cause  there.    T^it  congregation. 

whieh  had  scarcely  an  existence  eleyen  years  ago,  was  now  large  and  flourishing 

The  chnrch  was  filled  on  Sabbath,  a  manse  had  been  obtained,  and  a  Sustentation 

Fond  organised,  and  if  an  able,  young  colleague  were  obtained  for  the  aged  minister. 
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ample  means  would  be  proyided  for  his  adequate  support  Everj  Sabbath,  not  a 
few  Episcopalians  worshipped  in  the  church,  as  well  as  joined  at  the  Commnniozi. 
l^or  was  this  tendency  confined  to  that  locality,  bnt  it  extended  orer  a  great  pari  of 
England.  One  of  oor  own  ministers,  who  was  settled  only  a  few  years  ago  in  a 
district  of  Southampton,  is  doing  a  good  work  there.  It  is  quite  a  new  charge,  and 
there  are  few  Scotch  families  in  the  place ;  and  yet,  though  the  church  was  opened 
onlya  few  weeks  ago,  there  are  already  260  sittings  let,  and  more  than  the  half  of,  these 
to  Church  of  England  people.  From  all  this  it  is  eyldent  that  Presbyterianiam  has 
a  yery  hopeful  future  before  her  on  English  soil,  as  a  faithful  witness  for  the  truth 
against  Bomanism  and  Rationalism,  and  tjiat  it  is  destined  ere  long  to  attain  a  position 
of  commanding  influence,  and  to  become  again^  as  it  was  two  hundred  years  ago,  a 
signal  blesaing  to  the  land. 

Dr.  B£QG  wished  to  say,  after  looking  generally  at  the  question,  that  he  hoped 
the  proposal  of  Sir  Henry  Moncreiff  would  be  unanimously  agreed  to.  What  was 
the  precise  question  before  the  House  f  It  was  not  a  question  of  incorporation,  bat 
simply  of  co-operation.  They  went  far  to  solye  many  difficulties  by  haying  distinct 
and  separate  Churches.  The  proposal,  as  in  the  colonial  unions,  was  not  that  we 
were  to  giye  any  formal  sanction  to  the  basis  of  union  adopted  In  England.  That 
was  not  proposed.  At  the  same  time,  if  he  had  not  been  bo  far  satisfied  with  the 
basis  of  union  which  had  been  adopted,  he  should  haye  declined  to  giye  any  coun- 
tenance to  the  transaction ;  but  he  had  read  that  basis,  and  he  thought  there  was 
nothing  in  It  which  would  require  them  to  break  off  the  friendly  intercourse  which 
had  hitherto  existed  between  the  Free  Church  and  tiie  Presbyterian  Church  in 
England.  They  had  adopted  generally  tiie  basis  on  which  the  union  of  the  Colonial 
Churches  had  been  formed,  and  by  that  means  they  had  got  rid  of  yarious  difficulHes, 
especially  of  the  difficult  word  out  of  which  so  many  questions  arose,  the  word 
**  compulsory."  He  would  rejoice  to  see  one  of  their  brethren  on  the  following 
day  come  to  welcome  their  Union,  and  on  the  same  ground  he  thought  they  might 
properly  manifest  their  general  sympathy  with  the  Union  to  be  formed  in  England, 
of  course  without  committing  themselyes  further  than  he  had  already  indicated. 
What  the  ultimate  working  of  the  Union  might  be  remained  to  be  seen,  and  in 
regard  to  that  they  must  of  course  resenre  Uieir  judgment ;  but  he  thought  there 
was  nothing  which  should  preyent  them,  but  eyerything  to  induce  them,  in  pre- 
sent circumstances,  generally  to  support  their  frienda  There  were  two  important 
matters  connected  with  the  English  Presbyterian  Church,  in  both  of  wUch  all 
earnest  and  intelligent  men  felt  a  deep  interest  The  mission  to  China — a  fourth 
part  of  the  human  race— could  not  fidl  to  enlist  tiieir  deep  sympathies,  and  the 
state  of  England  itself,  of  which  he  Imew  something,  and  had  known  much 
for  many  years,  was  sufficiently  alarming  to  warrant  them  to  do  eyeiything  in  their 
power  to  support  the  efforts  of  their  friends  in  endeayouring  to  diffbse  a  knowledge 
of  Diyine  truth  in  that  country,  and  arrest  the  progress  of  ignorance  and  superstition. 
He  was  glad  to  see  that  the  Catechisms  were  adopted  in  the  basis  of  this  Union  as 
well  as  the  Confession  of  Faith  and  the  Direetoiy  for  Worship,  and  he  hoped  that 
their  Mends  would  tell  the  people  of  England,  as  they  had  hitherto  done,  that  these 
<7atechisms  were  Westminster  Standards,  that  they  were  made  largely  by  their  own 
countrymen.  He  hoped  they  would  do  what  in  them  lay  to  drill  the  people  of 
England  in  the  knowledge  of  the  Shorter  Catechism  particularly,  a  manual  which 
he  regarded  as  a  strong  bulwark  against  supentttion  and  Bomanism.  He  should 
like  indeed  to  see  an  edition  of  the  Shorter  Catechism  with  illustrations  pointing  to 
the  yarious  clauses  in  it  which  were  dhectly  leyelled  against  the  supersUtions^ 
which  were  now  again  beginning  to  appear  in  England,  and  were  assuming  such 
portentous  magnitude.  And  in  supporting  their  Mends  in  that  respect,  he  thought 
they  were  simply  supporting  the  adyance  guard  of  their  own  army,  for  he  belieyed 
they  were  on  the  eye  of  haying  all  the  old  battles  fought  oyer  a^n,  eyen  in  Scot- 
land. They  would  come  to  Scotland  probably  last,  but  they  must  watch  Hannibal 
before  he  came  across ;  they  must  oppose  the  enemy  in  England.  They  must  main- 
tain the  cause  of  truth  and  righteousness  In  England,  which  country  if  allowed  to 
become  superstitious  to  the  extent  which  many  desired,  would  most  disastrously 
affect  Scotland.  On  eyery  ground,  therefore,  he  thought  they  had  generally  a  clear 
footing  on  which  to  rest,  and  in  the  circumstances  a  lafficient  jostifioation  in  support- 
ing the  motion  of  Sir  Henry  Moncreiff 

The  moUon  was  then  adopted  unanimously. 
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Tbe  MODEBATOB  then  addxessed  the  EnglUh  deputation.  He  Baid— It  is  with 
much  pleasure  that»  in  the  name  of  this  Assembly,  I  welcome  your  presence  in  the 
midst  of  us.  I  de^re  to  express  our  deep  sense  of  the  importance  of  the  position 
which  you  occupy  in  £ngland,  and  of  the  work  in  which  you  are  engaged.  The  recent 
movement  among  you  towards  union  with  the  United  Presbyterian  Church  in  Eng- 
kndy  now  so  nearly  consummated,  is  peculiarly  congenial  to  ue,  and  we  desire  to 
join  with  you  in  giving  God  thanks  for  it.  We  doubt  not  that  it  will  add  much  to 
your  strength,  and  that  yon  will  be  enabled  to  devote  that  strength  not  merely  to 
the  extension  of  Presbyterianism  in  England,  but  to  the  extension  of  the  blessed 
gospel  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ,  The  present  state  of  the  great  English 
Eitablishment  calls  for  the  most  strenuous  efforts  on  your  part.  Long  called  "  the 
balvariL  of  the  Protestant  faith,"  it  has  latterly  to  a  great  extent  become  the  abettor 
of  Popery.  Governed  by  the  State  in  accordance  with  its  Erastian  conatitution,  it  Is 
obliged  to  admit  to  its  communion  men  who  deny  some  of  the  fundamental  doctrines 
of  the  Christian  faith.  Thus  largely  corrupt  in  doctrine  and  discipliue,  it  cannot  be 
relied  upon  for  doing  faithfully  the  work  of  a  truly  Protestant  Church.  The  more 
solemn  the  obligation  laid  upon  you  to  "  contend  earnestly  for  the  faith  once  delivered 
to  the  saints."  I  doubt  not,  dear  brethren,  that  you  thoroughly  realise  the  importance 
of  your  position.  May  you,  as  a  united  Church,  have  grace  given  you  to  fill  it  well. 
I  need  not  assure  you  of  the  warm  affection  of  the  Free  Church  of  Scotland,  and  of 
the  deep  interest  we  take  in  all  your  proceedings.  It  is  the  prayer  of  our  hearts 
that  the  Lord  may  bless  you,  and  that  He  may  make  the  Presbyterian  Church  of 
England  in  every  way  worthy  of  its  noble  ancestry. 

The  AMcmbly  a^onmed  at  five  o*cloek. 


EYBITING  SEDERUNT. 
The  Assembly  resumed  its  sittings  at  seven  o*clo^. 

HOHl  UnSIOH  AHD  OHUBOH  XZXKNBIOH. 

Tho  report  of  the  committee  on  this  subjeet  was  given  In  by  Dr.  Adim. 
(Appendix  III.)  The  total  expenditure  for  the  year  has  been  £9217,  and  the 
income  £7854,  6b.,  thus  reducing  the  balance  at  the  credit  of  the  committee  by 
£1382, 14s. 

The  quesUon  arose,  said  Dr.  ADAM,  whether  this  work  was  still  to  be  proseented 
to  its  full  extent.  Might  they  not  rest  a  little  now  and  curtail  If  they  could  not 
altogether  diseontinne  their  efforts  1  Undoubtedly  they  had  effected  not  a  little; 
hot  he  was  sure  that  there  was  the  same  need  as  ever  for  continuing  and  even  for 
redoubling  exertion.  They  had  been  busy,  but  the  great  adversary  had  been  as  busy. 
He  had  been  sowing  the  tares  more  widely,  constantly,  and  successfully  than  they 
had  been  sowing  the  seed  of  the  kingdom.  There  was  still  a  very  great  deal  of 
spiritual  destitution  in  the  large  cities.  In  Glasgow  alone  there  were  150,000 
people  altogether  estranged  from  the  sanctuary.  Much  had  to  be  done  in  the  mining 
districts,  and  it  was  well  known  that  farm  servants  were  falling  more  and  more 
away  from  all  religious  practices  and  habits,  so  that  they  could  neither  abandon  nor 
relax  their  home  mission  efforts.  There  were  some  things  which  were  fitted  to  stir 
them  up  more  vigorously  in  the  work — (1)  The  character  gained  by  the  Church  In 
connection  with  this  home  mission  enterprise ;  {2)  the  success  which  they  had  already 
achieved ;  and  (Z)  the  agents  they  had  available  for  the  parpose.  Others  might  have 
more  money,  but  God  had  given  to  them  in  a  large  meaaure  the  men,  and  men  were 
better  than  the  money.  That  was  a  Und  of  commodity  that  could  not  be  pnrchaBed, 
and  il  the  Lord  had  been  pleased  to  bestow  these  men  in  so  large  a  measure,  it  was 
their  duty  to  employ  them  to  the  very  best  advantsge.  Last  year,  as  the  report 
stated,  the  ordinaiy  income  was  less  than  the  ordinary  expenditure ;  but  it  would 
not  be  creditable  to  the  Chureh  if  any  steps  were  found  necessary  for  retrenchment. 
This  was  a  great  work  which  God  had  given  them  to  do»  and  they  ought  to  do  it ; 
and  the  hlstoiy  of  the  Church  had  no  more  honourable  page  than  that  which  recorded 
tbdr  connection  with  the  cause  of  home  missions.  Some  parties  had  said  that  Dissent- 
isg  Chorches  were  not  well  qualified  to  conduct  these  operations,  because  they  were 
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apt  to  proseeate  them  in  a  meitantile  uid  meteenMsj  ipirit^  and  Uiat  they  only  went 
to  those  who  could  proyide  and  pay  for  ordinances  themaelyes.  It  waa  not  his  botineaa 
to  say  that  thia  repreientation  had  eyer  been  a  tme  one;  bnt  he  was  there  to  say 
that^  BO  far  as  they  were  concerned,  it  was  absolately  false.  It.wonld  require  a  very 
ahameless  recklessness  of  assertion  for  any  man  to  allege  in  the  ease  of  the  Free 
Church,  after  its  history  of  thirty  years,  that  any  stigma  of  that  kind  attached  to 
them.  It  had  been  their  glory,  and  it  would  be  their  glory  to  the  end,  to  walk  in 
the  footsteps  of  the  Msster,  who  set  it  side  by  side  with  His  mightiest  works  as  a 
proof  of  His  Messiahship — "  To  the  poor  the  gospel  is  preached." 

Mr.  LAIDLAW,  Aberdeen,  moyed: — ^"The  Assembly  approve  of  the  report, 
record  their  thanks  to  the  committee,  and  especially  to  the  convener ;  they  have 
heard  with  pleasure  of  the  extent  and  variety  of  the  operations  of  the  committee,  and 
of  the  personal  superintendence  given  to  them  by  the  secretary,  Dr.  Adam.  The 
Assembly  regret  to  find  that  the  ordinary  income  of  the  committee  is  not  equsl  to 
its  requirements,  and  hope  that  greater  Uberality  on  the  part  of  the  Church  will  re- 
move the  deficiency  in  future,  the  more  especially  because  it  has  arisen  in  some  measure 
from  the  prosperity  of  mission  stations,  which,  having  been  raised  to  charges,  have 
become  entitled  to  larger  grants.  In  reference  to  congregations!  missions,  and 
especially  those  superintended  by  students,  the  Assembly  express  their  utmost 
hope  that  in  all  cases  they  shall  be  aided  by  a  vigorous  and  earnest  band  from  the 
congregations,  so  as  to  be  in  reality  as  well  as  in  name  congregational  missions. 
Finally,  the  Assembly  acknowledged  with  gratitude  the  measure  of  the  divine 
blessing  bestowed  on  all  the  branches  of  this  scheme,  and  cordially  commend  it 
to  the  liberality  of  the  people."  In  submitting  the  motion  he  made  special  reference 
to  lay  evangelistic  labour.  He  said  it  was  a  matter  of  great  congratulation  that 
their  students  threw  themselves  so  heartily  into  the  home  mission  work,  and  that 
the  committee  had  ripened  their  arrangements  for  taking  advantage  of  this  element 
But  he  questioned  if  they  were  so  rich  as  they  might  be  in  methods  of  training  snd 
preparing  those  men  who  did  not  desire  to  enter  upon  the  ministiy,  bnt  who  yet  were 
anxious  to  carry  on  evangelistic  work.  Yery  many  yonng  men  were  lost  to  the  Free 
Chnrch  through  the  want  of  any  means  of  training  for  this  special  work,  and  if  aome- 
thing  were  done  to  meet  this  lack,  much  good  might  be  effected. 

Mr.  BBOWK  DOUGLAS,  Edinburgh,  in  seconding  the  motion,  deprecated  aaj- 
thing  like  acting  on  the  suggestion  which  had  been  made  that  they  requir^  to  retreneh. 
Their  elTorta  in  the  preaent  year  had  been  greater  than  in  any  year  aince  1843,  and 
he  hoped  the  idea  of  retrenchment  would  receive  no  countenance  in  the  Free  Church. 
The  best  means  to  avoid  retrenchment  was  to  increase  the  interest  of  their  congrega- 
tions in  that  and  other  schemes,  and  the  way  that  interest  was  to  be  increased  was  by 
more  acquaintance  than  many  of  our  people  had  on  the  details  of  the  several  branches 
of  their  mission  work.  He  would  venture  to  make  three  suggestions  on  this  point, 
which  doubtless  had  been  made  before,  but  which  he  thought  of  sufiicient  importance 
again  to  press  upon  ministers  of  our  several  congregations.  Let  them  take,  aa  the 
special  subject  at  the  prayer  meeting,  the  scheme  for  which,  on  the  following  Sabbath 
the  collection  was  to  be  made,  and  let  them  explain  it  in  a  simple  and  interesting 
manner.  Let  them  on  the  day  of  the  collection  still  further  expl^n  the  scheme, 
and  not  merely  read  the  convener's  notice,  or  ask  it  to  be  read  at  home.  And  let 
them,  on  the  Sabbath  after  announce  to  their  people  what  had  been  given,  compar- 
ing it,  perhaps  with  the  previous  year.  He  had  no  doubt  this  course  was  already 
adopted  by  several  of  our  ministers,  but  were  it  more  general  he  was  satiafied  the 
information  given  would  be  satisfactory  to  our  people,  and  it  waa  much  needed  by 
them ;  and  &e  result  would  be  a  more  minute  and  intelligent  acquaintance  with 
our  missions,  and  an  enlarged  support  of  them. 

SPtHOAL  XDOBT  VBOM  TBI  BOMBlfXaaiOH  OOmflfTD  OV  ULBOVBUU  XV  fBB 

BOMB  imnov  tuld. 

Before  taking  np  this  report,  the  following  overture  from  the  Presbytery  of  Mei^e 
on  the  subject  was  read : — 

Whereas  it  is  important  that  the  services  of  evangelista  should  be  secured  by 
the  Chnrch ;  wheresa  ministers  who  have  been  in  charges,  and  have  approved  them- 
selvea  specially  qualified,  are  in  many  ways  best  fitted  to  do  the  free  work  of  evan- 
gelists :  it  is  humbly  overtnred  by  the  Presbyteiy  of  Heigle  to  th«  Assembly  to 
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iikkt  Oi€  premlsef  into  oonilderaiion.  ind  deTise  sneli  meanf  to  secure'  t&e  end  in 
Yiev  u  to  their  wisdom  may  seem  fit. 

The  report  (Appendix  III.  A)  was  then  giyen  in  by  Dr.  Adam.  It  stated 
that  the  eommittee  were  not  prepared  to  recommend  the  institation  of  a  class  of 
oniained  home  missionaries!  as  certain  of  the  oyertares  urged  the  doty  of  doing. 
To  say  nothing  of  the  doubts  which  might  not  unreasonably  be  entertained  as 
to  tiie  Scriptural  warrant  for  such  an  order  of  officers  in  ordinary  circumstances, 
thers  were  strong  praotical  reasons  for  questioning  the  propriety  of  adopting 
any  such  course.  The  first  snd  most  important  consideration  was  that  the  plan 
night  not  be  the  best  suited  to  seeure  the  end  in  yiew,  for  the  committee  belieyed 
tiist  there  was  no  better  school  in  which  to  acquire  fitness  for  eyangelistic  effort  than 
the  stated  work  of  the  ministry,  and  that  in  the  long-run,  and  as  regarded  the  great 
D*jority  of  cases,  the  one  would  suffer  deeply  by  being  dissociated  from  the  other. 
The  committee  yentured  to  suggest  a  plan  which  they  thought  was  free  from  the  objec- 
tioDfl  which  applied  to  that  of  ordained  home  missionaries,  and  was  fitted  to  accom- 
plich  the  end  aimed  at  more  safely  and  satisfactorily.  Let  the  Home  Kission  Com- 
mittee be  inatmcted  to  look  out  each  year,  say  six  ministers,  pre-eminently  qualified 
bj  their  gifts^  tastes,  and  labours  for  this  department  of  seryice,  and  prepare  the 
WSJ  by  corresponding  with  them,  securing  their  acquiescence,  and  submitting  their 
n&mes  to  the  Commission  in  March.  Let  the  General  Assembly  formally  appoint 
them  to  giye  themseWes  to  suoh  eyangelistic  work  for  two  months  in  summer  or 
winter,  or  partly  in  both,  and  let  it  solemnly  set  them  apart  to  the  work  in  a  public 
miDuer,  and  with  special  exercises  at  one  of  its  diets ;  thus  sending  them  forth  with 
the  Church's  full  imprimatur.  Let  them  be  appointed  to  labour  not  only  without  eon- 
gregaiions  where  there  is  a  large  and  necessitous  population,  as  in  the  great  cities, 
and  the  mining  and  manufacturing  districts  of  the  country,  but  also  in  congregations 
where  their  seryices  may  be  specially  desired  or  urgently  needed.  Let  all  arrangements 
be  made  for  their  employment  by  the  committee  in  concert  with  the  Presbyteries 
within  whose  bounds,  and  with  the  miniaters  and  sessions  in  connection  with  whose 
localities  or  congregations,  they  were  to  prosecute  their  labours.  Let  proyision  be 
made  for  the  satisfactory  supply  of  their  j)ul pits,  and  for  bearing  all  expenses 
iACttrred  by  them  in  carrying  on  the  work,  so  that,  though  not  remunerated,  they 
might  at  all  eyents  suffer  no  loss  by  responding  to  the  Church's  calL 

Br.  ADAM,  who  submitted  the  report,  thought  the  oyertures  ought  not  to  be  giyen 
effect  to,  as  the  committee  belieyed  that  it  waa  in  the  combination  of  the  pastoral 
and  eyangelistic  that  they  had  the  best  security  for  the  eyangelistic  being  done  effi- 
eiently  and  well.  The  committee  thought  that  probably  the  time  mentioned  in  the 
report  should  be  limited  to  six  weeks  Instead  of  two  months. 

Mr.  WBLSII,  Broughton,  stated  that  as  a  country  minister  he  had  heard  the  pro- 
posal with  the  greatest  pleasure.    He  belieyed  it  would  effect  a  great  deal  of  good. 

Mr.  S.  A«  THOMSON,  Edinburgh,  moyed  the  approyal  of  the  report^  and  that  it  be 
remitted  to  the  Home-Mission  Committee  to  carry  out  the  proyUions  of  the  plan 
proposed  with  reference  to  the  employment  of  eyangelistic  labourers.  The  plan  pro- 
posed, he  said,  appeared  to  be  so  judicious  and  so  reasonable,  that  he  had  the  utmost 
freedom  in  urging  the  adoption  of  it  He  did  not  enter  on  the  question  whether 
aa  order  of  ordained  eyangelists  should  be  engrafted  on  the  existing  ministerial 
sgfueies  of  the  Church;  bat  there  were  so  many  practical  difficulties  in  the  way  of 
toch  a  thing,  whether  right  or  wrong,  that  no  action  could  be  taken  in  regard  to  it 
for  at  least  the  present  Of  course  he  excluded  from  consideration  the  question  of 
the  Church's  duty  in  relation  to  men  proyidentially  raised  up  from  time  to  time,  and 
moot  eyidently  marked  out  by  special  gifts  and  qualifications  for  eyangelistic  ser- 
vice. In  this  connection  he  could  not  refrain  from  naming  one  of  the  most  honoured, 
sble,  and  sneeessful  of  those  eyangelists  whom  the  Lord  had  been  pleased  to  call  to 
"^  rcat  during  the  past  year ;  he  referred  to  the  late  Mr.  Brownlow  North,  who,  if 
not  an  ordained  eyangelist  of  this  Church,  had  at  least  the  seal  of  this  Church's  autho- 
ntatiye  recognition,  and  to  whose  seryices,  as  one  highly  honoured  and  blessed  of 
Ood  to  the  conyenion  and  edification  of  multitudes,  oyer  so  msny  in  this  Assem- 
bly were  able  to  bear  most  cordial,  affectionate,  and  deeisiye  testimony ;  and  he  was 
sure  that  when  the  Lord  raised  up  other  eyangelists  of  like  gifts  and  graees,  the 
Choreh  wonld  not  be  backward  to  reoognise,  honour,  and  employ  them  according  to 
fiis  mind  and  will.    With  respect  to  the  proposal  of  the  committee,  he  thought  it 
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of  the  highest  conseqaence  that  the  minUten  of  the  Charch  should  be  oceuioiiaUjr 
called  upon  to  engage  in  special  eyangeiistie  labour.  As  pastors,  their  minlstTy  was- 
necessarily  moulded  to  a  large  extent  by  the  circumstances,  wants,  and  immediate 
difficulties  of  the  people  of  whom  they  had  the  immediate  OTersight,  and  in  this  way 
the  work  of  the  eyangelist,  which  ought  neyer  to  be  neglected,  was  sometimes  OTer- 
shadowed,  if  not  shunted,  by  the  work  of  the  pastor.  Still  he  did  not  admit  that 
the  ministers  of  the  Church,  or  any  large  number  of  them,  were  unfitted  for  eran* 
gelistie  labour.  He  was  persuaded  that  the  Church  had  an  immense  amount  of  the 
most  efficient  eyangeiistie  instrumentality  at  her  command  among  the  ministers  of 
the  Church  which  would  perfectly  amaze  and  delight  the  Christian  people  were  it 
only  suitably  called  forth ;  and  in  illustration  he  referred  to  the  senior  Dr.  H'Crie, 
who  in  his  early  ministry  was  somewhat  of  a  ministerial  exquisite,  dressing  in 
fashionable  attire  as  young  ministers  are  prone  to  do,  and  preaching  theological 
disquisitions  adapted  to  the  so-called  thought  and  culture  of  his  day,  for  there  waa  a 
pretence  of  thought  and  culture  then  as  well  as  now,  but  who  upon  being  sent  on  a 
Church-mission  to  Orkney,  where  a  reyiyal  was  going  on,  threw  himself  with  such 
youthful  ardour  into  the  work  of  eyangelisation,  that  he  was  transformed  by  i^ 
and.  came  back  to  his  congregation  quite  another  man,  quite  a  new  man  and  a  new 
minister;  and  it  might  be  expected  that  many  ministers  would  bo  found  useful  as- 
eytagellsts  like  Dr.  M*Crle,  If  the  Chureh  only  ayailed  herself  of  her  right  to  aend 
them  forth  from  time  to  time  on  eyangeiistie  senrice. 

The  Earl  of  KIKTORE  felt  pleasure  at  the  thought  that  the  Church  was  goingp 
to  grant  in  some  measure  the  prayer  of  the  oyertures.  He  would  not  limit  the  right 
of  any  to  speak  in  the  name  of  Christ  without  or  within  the  pale  of  the  Free  Churdi ;. 
but  in  common,  he  trusted,  with  the  whole  eldership  of  this  Church,  he  rejoiced  to 
hear  that  the  work  was  not  to  be  confined  to  the  eldership ;  that  there  waa  a  pro- 
spect of  their  being  edified  and  strengthened,  and  wakened  up  from  moral  lethiugy 
by  the  labours  of  some  of  the  most  eminent  ministers  who  were  to  come  amongst 
them.  This  would  tend  to  strengthen  the  eldership  in  any  eyangeiistie  work  they 
might  feel  It  their  duty  to  take  up.  The  work  of  these  ministers  would  also  lead- 
many  in  their  eongregations  to  giye  themselyes  to  some  extent  to  this  work,  beeaose 
in  eyangelising  it  must  bejidmitted  that  as  they  sowed  beside  all  watexa  they  should 
take  eyery  instrument  that  lay  to  their  hand.  He  would  be  glad  to  see  the  clergy 
and  laity  not  going  alone  in  this  work,  but  going  together.  He  hailed  this  moye- 
ment,  because  if  in  any  place  yislted  by  the  cleigy  a  work  of  God  sprung  up,  who 
were  better  able  to  conduct  the  proceedings  of  an  inquiry-room  than  thedergy^who- 
were  not  only  fitted  to  eyangelise,  but  were  experienced  in  pastoral  work. 

Mr.  J.  CAMPBELL  WHITE,  elder,  seconded  the  motion.  He  adyocated  la 
addition  the  training  of  lay  eyangeUsts,  who  could  not  go  through  the  long  education 
jiecessary  for  the  ministiy. 

Mr.  BAIN,  Garioch,  could  confidently  expect  that  much  good  might  be  brought 
about  by  such  a  mission  as  that  now  proposed,  proyided  the  deputies  yon  appoint 
be  men  of  the  right  stamp ;  men  who  may  speak  with  wisdom  and  authority,  so  aa 
to  win  for  themselyes,  in  a  high  degree,  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  those  to  whom 
they  may  be  sent. 

The  case  of  Pollockshlelds,  so  ably  debated  before  this  Assembly,  aflTorded,  as  he 
showed  in  detail,  a  happy  illustration  of  the  success  with  which  the  labours  of  a  judi« 
clous  minister,  with  attractiye  and  trust-inspiring  gifts,  may,  in  eyen  a  short  Ume, 
be  crowned,  through  the  blessing  of  God.  Another  striking  instance  he  gaye  of  the 
yery  difi^erent  results  he  had  occasion  to  obserye  between  certain  reyiyal  moyementa 
superintended  by  ministers  of  much  discretion  as  well  as  of  power  and  godlineasy . 
and  other  such  moyements  diffisrently  conducted. 

He  had  often  been  employed  in  Uie  eyangelLstic  field  himself  with  encouraging 
results,  and  it  was  but  yesterday  he  had  a  yery  cheering  account  of  one  of  them 
in  which  there  Is  now  a  fine  flourishing  congregation. 

The  loosing  from  their  pastoral  charges  altogether,  for  eyangeiistie  work,  of  cer- 
tain ministers  of  supposed  fitness  for  such  work,  he  could  not  approye  of,  as. possible 
failure  in  that  work  would  lead  to  their  becoming  a  burden  to  themselyes  and 
others ;  but  there  la  eyery  encouragement  to  hope  that  a  two  months'  mission  of 
some  of  your  men  fittest  for  the  work,  and  sent  forth  with  the  feryent  prayers  of  the- 
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Chureh,  would  hATe  the  bleeaing  of  the  Chorch's  glorioua  Head,  and  be  crowned 
with  %  rich  sad  ezieniiTe  hanrest 

Sheriff  CAMPBELL  said,  this  was  the  first  time  he  had  heard  clearly  and  uneqai- 
Toeally  from  any  part  of  that  House  the  necessity  of  having  evangelists  in  their 
Church.  During  the  greater  part  of  his  life  this  necessity  bad  not  been  felt,  and  he 
was  satisfied  the  Chnrch  had  saffered  greatly  from  the  want  of  evangelistic  effort.  It 
seemed  to  him  that  they  were  taking  the  right  direction  at  last.  Some  of  the  most 
learned  and  hard-working  ministers  were  in  the  condition  of  not  having  been  able 
to  see  great  fmita  of  their  labours.  Sueh  men  by  six  weeks'  or  two  months'  evan- 
gelistic work  in  other  plaees  would  be  refreshed,  and  on  their  return  more  fitted  for 
their  pastoral  work.  As  to  the  eldership,  he  cbuld  name  many  who  would  be  most 
soceeasfol  OTangelista.  The  Church  had  not  taken  the  pains  it  might  to  make  the 
eldefdilp  itaefttl  In  that  kind  of  sendee.  There  was  a  benefit  in  the  elders  being  set 
to  this  rather  than  people  taking  it  up  at  their  own  hands — because  the  elders  were 
amenable  to  Chnrch  diaelpline.  He  thought  that  if  their  clergymen  would  just  keep 
a  look-oat  and  see  who  among  the  elders  were  fitted  for  this  work,  suggest  the  kind 
of  stady  and  preparation,  and  the  means  of  trying  their  power,  they  would  get  a 
number  who  would  be  extremely  nsefnl  as  evangelists,  and  greatly  useful  to  the 
Chnreh  to  which  they  belonged. 

Mr.  M.  WHITS,  Blairgowrie,  and  Mr.  HUGH  SLIMMOK,  elder,  Glasgow,  having 
B^d  a  few  words  on  the  subject, 

Mr.  £.  A.  THOMSON  suggested  that  two  months  instead  of  six  weeks  should 
be  the  time  aimed  at  for  the  employment  of  evangelists. 

Dr.  ADAM  said,  the  following  brethren  had  agreed  to  be  the  pioneers  of  thia 
work : — Mr.  Maepherson,  Dundee ;  Mr.  Maephail,  Elgin ;  Mr.  Kelman,  Leith ;  Mr. 
Moigan,  Edinburgh ;  Mr.  Eraser,  Edinbuigh.  They  would  be  glad  if  some  brother 
eonld  lee  his  way  to  engage  permanently  in  this  work. 

Tha  Aaaembly  agreed  to  Uie  motion  of  Mr.  Thomson. 

OHUBOB  XZTINBION  BUILDDrO  FXJSD. 

Tha  report  of  the  eommittee  on  this  subject  was  submitted  by  Dr.  Adam.  The- 
objeei  of  this  fond  is  to  furnish  a  reasonable  amount  of  assistance  to  local  parties  in 
the  oeetion  of  churches  in  connection  with  new  charges.  It  is  hoped  that  in  many 
esaes  these  parties  would  be  enabled,  by  means  of  the  assistance  thus  given,  to  com- 
plete their  chnrches  without  being  under  the  necessity  of  soliciting  subscriptions 
from  the  larger  contributors  to  this  fund.  Such  private  applications  are  often  felt 
to  be  disagreeable  both  by  those  making  them  and  those  to  whom  they  are  made, 
and  it  is  oninently  desirable  that  they  should  be  superseded,  so  far  as  possible,  by 
a  more  satis&ctory  way  of  giving  and  getting  help.  The  money  will  be  administered 
with  the  ntmost  care,  every  case  will  be  thoroughly  investigated^  and  grants  voted 
only  when  and  to  the  extent  to  which  they  are  really  required.  The  sum  proposed 
to  be  raised  is  £100,000;  but  the  fund  shall  be  held  to  be  constituted  when  the  sum 
subscribed  amounts  to  £50,000.  Subscribers  are  permitted  to  appropriate  the  whole^ 
or  a  part  of  their  contributions,  to  localities  or  congregations  in  which  they  are  spe« 
dally  inteieeted.  The  maximum  grant  shall  be  £1500 ;  no  grant  shall  exceed  one- 
fourtii  of  the  entire  coat.  There  are  a  number  of  conditions  attached  to  the  giving: 
of  grantsL 

Dr.  ADAM  said,  the  reason  for  the  proposal  of  a  Church  Extension  Fund  was, 
that  there  were  many  parts  of  the  country  where  new  churches  required  to  be  erected.. 
They  all  knew  that  the  expense  of  bidlding  at  the  present  time  was  so  very  great 
that  it  was  with  the  utmost  difficulty  that  churches  could  be  planted.  Much  to  hla 
regret^  eireamstances  were  unfavourable  at  the  present  season  to  their  going  forward. 
bk  the  way  of  trying  to  raise  this  Church  Extension  Building  Fund.  Trade  through- 
out \he  country  had  been  exceedingly  depressed,  so  that  it  was  felt  by  the  best 
friends  of  their  Church  that  this  would  be  an  unsuitable  time  to  attempt  to  get  up 
so  laige  a  fond  aa  what  was  proposed  to  be  obtained.  The  conclusion  the  committee 
had  eome  to,  rery  reluctantly,  and  not  without  a  little  pain,  was  that  the  full  con- 
sldenllon  of  this  question  should  be  reserved  until  next  Assembly,  and  that  active 
efforts  for  the  getting  up  of  sueh  a  fund  should  be  postponed  until  that  time. 
During  the  year,  however,  they  oonld  be  gathering  information  as  to  where  chorcheft 
wers  required. 


^uiUds  of  th«  ileliTenwee  inggetUd 

iiffico  jyf  ,  •*f^  li'  oirenmitincei  of  tha  prwent  je»r 

t^"  ■  ^  ^.'  ^ipommant  tnd  not  s  pying  up  of  th« 

"'^  '"j  pn  ^'oa     He  hoped  the  effeot  of  the  poitpone- 

i*^'  'It/  <>'  lino  In  fiTouT  of  tha  scbcma  wonld  gather 

"'*'  .r-,-^ '  giild  be  BaoceaBfaUj  launched  next  jear. 

;h  '^iv-'. 

•  nif*^^!!^ '"         ^  tutbunoi  qdmmok. 

^^  litl  when  the  Beport  of  the  CommltUe  on  Tastpsraiice 

n4J'#*t   muM  prop™*  ^'  following  motion  :— 

nr.  i''-.^  la.  '*  ^ro^a  of  the  report,  and  record  their  thanb  eipecially  to 

lAnenblf  feal  a  deep  lenie  of  the  reiponBibililf  reeling 

1  regird  to  tha  erili  arising  from  loteniperance,  aa  well  aa 

rj  lavfal  and  Scriptaial  means  for  the  parpoM  of  reeisLing 

deadlj ;    the  Aiiemb];  approTe  »f  all  vell-conaidered 

Ae  number  and  aiie  of  pnblio-boDtea,  and  of  shortening 

tj  are  kept  open,  and  tfani  removing  m  Cu  aa  poaBible 

IB  to  dmnkenaeat  which  al  prsient  eilet :  tha  AHemblj 

iiidered  meagnre*  for  coanteraeting  and  dlminiahing  in- 

i_  __  iiJTidlng  of  improred  dwellings  for  tha  working  clauea, 

f^ptn'^g  rMreatiou  bf  meuu  of  public  parki,  readlng-rooma,  llbrariei,  Jfcc.: 

^od  ''  *^^  moreonr,  while  raeognliing  the  efforta  of  thoae  who  think  it  ex- 

tbe  -^"^(batalD  from  iotoilcating  drluk,  conilder  that  it  li  the  wiadom  and  dut; 

p»J{J"f    friend*  of  temperance  at  the  present  time  to  uuite  together  in  pioaecatiog 

jf  *"  "  p.  npop  which  they  are  all  agreed,  m  fitted  to  cheek  the  grleroaa  eril ; 

'I'J'^ai^deiiDS  ^^'^  drunkenness  is  a  helnoaa  iin  agalagt  whicb  the  Church  i«  boood 

'"f^Tto  direet  It*  earnest  and  powerful  efforu,  the  Asiembl<r  atrongljr  recommend 

'^^maiM  and  Freabjtaries  to  adopt  sailabia  meane  for  daaliug  with  the  matter 

'^th^  thalrbannda;  and  the;  appoint  all  minister*  of  this  Chocch,  in  addition  1« 

DDioprl*(*  ref'K'iM  !■>  ^bIi  eiiliiiary  mlnlitrationa,  to  preach  •  aermon  on  the 

ipUect  on  (lie  third  Sabbath  of  December  1870,  and  iutniet  Piesbjteriea  to  sea  that 

(he  liuanolion  to  preach  thia  leimon  la  attended  to. 

SH*  SDITOATIDN  qOIBTIOV. 

Dr.  BEQO  gare  notice  of  the  following  motion  in  regard  to  the  oTertore  on 
.public  education  : — 

The  Qeneral  Asaemblj  having  eonaldered  the  orertnre  now  before  them,  and  the 
irbole  ealyecl,  resolve— (1.)  That  the  "  Qodly  apbrioging  "  of  the  ;atitli  of  (he  land 
Is  an  object  of  paramount  importance,  and,  while  uol  desiring  to  dimialsh  in  Iha 
■lightest  degree  the  amount  or  qaalitj  of  the  aeculat  education  now  commaoleated 
In  the  public  achools,  that  the  object  of  securing  efBeleat  teaebbg  of  tha  Bible  and 
Shorter  Catechism  according  to  use  and  wont,  tha  conielenca  clauae  Iwtng  aiwaja 
-obierved,  requires  the  eloseit  attention  on  the  part  of  the  Church  and  ita  membera^ 
and  the;  call  on  the  office-bearersand  members  oftheChorch  to  exert  their  influence 
in  order  tliat  the  ntmoet  advantage  ma;  be  taken  of  the  existing  provision  made  for 
anoh  Instruction.  (3.)  That  faclliUea  should  be  afforded  In  all  parta  of  the  land  for 
the  training  of  lad*  of  more  pregnant  parta  In  such  higher  knowledge  as  will  fit  Ihem 
for  the  Univarsltlea,  and  to  the  end  not  onl;  that  a  sufficient  namber  ot  prlmarj 
■choola  aball  be  elevaUd  in  regard  to  the  range  of  teaching  to  the  highetc  poaitiim 
attuned  b;  the  old  parochial  schools,  but  that  intermediate  achools  of  t  still  higher 
kind  should  be  established  according  to  the  original  design  of  John  Bjioi,  in  all 
bcrghs  and  prominent  dlstrlcta.  (3.)  That  the  maintenance  and  fnll  effieiencj  of 
the  Normal  School  instruction  at  present  so  toceessfalij  carried  on  is  of  primarj 
importance  for  the  general  intereila  of  eduosUoD  In  Scotland,  and  bears  direct!;  on 
the  mi^tenance  of  Ita  rellgicnt  character;  and  that  all  new  proposal*  bearing  on 
the  training  of  teachers  b;  Chalta  of  Education  otbeTVUe  moalbejadfed  of  maini; 
vitlt  nferoDce  to  that  eondlUon.    The  Qenenl  AuembI;  develva  the  fnrther  con- 
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•identioB  of  tliia  whole  matter  upon  the  Edaeation  Committee  m  one  which  deeplj 
conoene  the  beat  intereata  of  the  Church  and  country,  and  inatract  them  by  con- 
ference with  OoYemment  and  other  partiea  intereated,  or  otherwise,  to  endearonr  to 
■ecoro  that  aa  far  aa  poitible  effect  ihall  be  given  to  the  principlea  embodied  in  the 
aboTe  reaolntiona. 

The  Anemblj  adjoomed  abont  ten  o'clock,  to  meet  again  next  morning  at  ten. 


THUBSDAT,  HAT  26. 

The  Aiaembly  reinmed  to-day  at  ten  o'clock — Dr.  M'Lanchlan,  Moderator. 

The  chief  item  of  basinesa  on  the  programme  was  the  consummation  of  the 
Voion  between  the  Free  and  Beformed  Presbyterian  Churches,  and  the  CTcnt  eri- 
dently  had  created  a  great  deal  of  interest  among  the  members  of  both  communions. 
The  tieketa  of  admiaaion  had  been  taken  up  seyeral  days  before ;  and  ao  early  aa 
h&lfpsat  eight  o'clock  yesterday  momiog  the  gates  of  the  Kew  College,  oyer  which 
floated  the  Union  Jack  and  the  blue  banner  of  the  Coyenaut,  were  besieged  with  an 
anxiooa  erowd  eager  to  obtain  admission — ^not  a  few  of  the  ladies  haying  been  there 
half  an  hour  and  more  before  that  time.  By  nine  o'clock  all  the  galleries  act  apart 
for  the  pnblie  were  filled,  and  as  the  hour  for  the  opening  of  the  Court  drew  near, 
the  passagea  and  eyery  ayailable  nook  became  densely  packed,  while  ontaide  many 
persona  with  ticketa  yainly  implored  admission.  There  was  also  a  great  crowd  of 
membera ;  and  had  the  interior  been  then  photognraphed,  it  would  haye  borne  no 
alight  resemblance  to  the  historical  pictare  of  the  Disruption  of  '48,  the  pointa  of 
similarity  being  considerably  heightened  by  the  fact  that  a  number  of  windowa  oyer- 
looking  the  Hall  were  likewise  filled  with  eager  faces.  The  scene  when  the  Be- 
formed Preabyierian  brethren  marched  into  the  Hall  was  of  a  very  striking  nature. 
A  cheer  had  been  raised  outside ;  but  when  the  yast  audience  rose  to  their  feet  to 
reeeiye  their  Beformed  Presbyterian  brethren,  a  spell  seemed  to  haye  been  cast  oyer 
them,  and  a  aolemn  atillness  preyailed  which  waa  even  more  impressive  than  if  the 
occasion  had  been  celebrated  with  joyous  shouting  and  cheering.  But  the  pent-up 
feelings  of  the  audience  conld  not  long  be  suppressed,  and  when  Dr.  Goold,  the 
ICoderstor  of  the  Beformed  Presbyterian  Synod,  rose  to  second  the  adoption  of  the 
Aet  of  Incorpomtion  which  had  been  moved  by  Sir  Henry  Moncreiff,  the  whole 
aisemblage  aprang  up  and  cheered  in  a  very  enthusiastic  way,  hata,  handkerchiefa, 
and  ombrellaa  being  waved  overhead  with  great  animation.  After  the  adjournment 
there  waa  a  great  amount  of  congratulatory  handshaking  In  the  lobbies,  and  the 
event  seemed  to  be  regaxded  aa  one  which  called  for  great  ezpreaaiona  of  joy  and 
thankfnlneea. 

Before  the  lionr  appointed  for  the  Union  ceremony,  the  ordinary  bnaineaa  of  the 
Assenhlj  waa  proceeded  with  aa  follows : — 

POBXBAIT  or  THB  LATI  DB.  BUOHAVAV. 

PrefeHor  BAINT  said  he  had  to  intimate  that  a  number  of  gentlemen  eon- 
nested  with  the  Chnrch  had  thought  it  desirable  that  a  portrait  should  be  aecnred 
of  their  lata  wenerated  friend.  Dr.  Buchanan,  of  Glasgow,  for  presentation  to  the 
Church  and  the  Asaembly.  That  portrait  had  now  been  painted  by  Mr.  Norman 
Macbeth,  and  it  would  be  in  ita  place  in  the  Presbytery  Hall  on  Friday  morning, 
when  memben  of  the  Assembly  could  see  it  It  had  been  preaented  to  the  Chnrch 
bj  tkoae  gentlanan  who  had  anbacribed  to  the  objeetb 

HonoB  or  Monov. 

Mr.  HALL^  of  Beith,  gave  notice  that  when  the  Assembly  called  for  the  Beport 
on  Tempeianee,  he  would  move—'*  That  the  Assembly  receive  the  report^  thank 
the  eommittoo  asd  ita  convener,  and  diachaige  them." 

VBB  OLasaiRO  OF  OVBBTUBBS. 

Mr.  OHONB,  Konaie,  gave  in  the  report  of  the  committee  appointed  to  clan 
•evartarea.    The  only  overture  tianamitted  bj  laat  Qeneral  Aaaembly  to  the  Prea- 
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byteriea  wm  that  anent  union  vith  the  Befonned  Presbyterian  Cburoh.  Of  the  TST 
home  Presbyteries,  71  approyed,  and  one  Presbytezy  made  no  return ;  and  two  of 
the  five  Presbyteries  abroad  approved,  and  there  were  no  returns  from  the  other 
three.  The  orerture  was  therefore  carried.  He  said,  as  the  report  is  merely  the 
embodiment  of  a  fact,  there  is  neither  room  nor  need  for  a  speech ;  bnt  as  he  had 
been  on  seyeral  occasions  the  conyener  of  this  committee,  he  might  perh^w  be 
permitted  to  add  that,  while  sometimes  oyertnres  haye  been  carried  by  Uige 
majorities,  he  did  not  remember  of  another  ease  of  such  uniyersal  approbation  aa 
this ;  and  may  we  not  regard  this,  not  merely  as  indicating  present  feelings,  bnt  as 
foreshadowing  future  unanimity  and  strength,  for  surely  Christian  union  is  strength  \ 

THS  aiKKBAL  FBSSBTTIBIAH  OOUVOIL. 

Professor  BLAIKIE  gaye  in  the  report  of  the  delegates  to  the  eonferanee  in 
London  on  the  Qeneral  Presbyterian  Council  (Appendix  No.  XXYL),  and  in  doing 
so,  said — The  report  of  the  General  Presbyterian  Council  is  a  yery  short  one,  mneb 
shorter  than  it  would  haye  been  had  the  first  meeting  of  council  been  to  take  place 
this  year.  It  is  a  report  from  the  delegates  who  were  sent  to  London  to  attend  the 
preliminary  conference  there  last  July,  and  the  Church  already  knows  that  that 
conference  was  yery  largely  attended — attended  by  some  70  delegates,  representing 
20  Churches,  containing  about  15,000  congregations.  It  drew  up  a  conatitotioft 
for  the  proposed  body,  which  is  herewith  lidd  on  the  table,  and  idso  a  scheme  of 
representation,  according  to  which  the  number  of  delegates  for  each  chnroh  was  to 
be  two  per  cent,  up  to  a  thousand  congregations,  and  a  smaller  pereentage  when  the 
number  should  exceed  a  thousand.  This  would  giye  to  the  Free  Church  a  repre- 
sentation of  nearly  20,  and  to  the  15,000  congregations  forming  the  whole  alliance 
a  total  of  about  800. 

But,  as  I  haye  said,  it  is  not  necessary  to  draw  special  attention  to  these  points 
this  year.  The  report  states  that  it  has  been  found  necessary  to  postpone  the 
meeting  for  a  year.  This  was  agreed  to  on  the  urgent  representaUon  of  the  com- 
mittee for  the  United  States.  As  the  time  for  the  celebration  of  the  Centennial  of 
American  Independence  drew  nigh,  it  was  deemed  most  desirable  to  haye  the  actiye 
aid  of  the  Cnrlstian  Churches  of  the  country  in  that  celebration,  and  onr  friends 
urgently  besought  the  postponement  of  the  Council.  We  were  most  reluctant  to- 
comply,  haying  some  reason  to  belieye  that  some  brethren  from  Australia  were  o& 
the  way  to  attend  the  Council ;  but  we  yielded,  first,  because  we  could  not  bnt  see 
how  important  it  was  that  a  Christian  element  should  be  mingled  with  the  Ameri^ 
can  commemoration ;  and  second,  because  it  was  the  American  Churches  that  had 
originated  the  scheme  of  a  Council,  and  they  are  among  its  most  eifideat  and 
enUiusiastio  supporters. 

What  we  apprehended  has  happened.  Dr.  Cairns  and  Dr.  Macdonald,  of  Mel-^ 
bourne,  and  others,  haye  come  to  this  countcy,  and  are  naturally  mnch  diaappoittted 
at  the  postponement  The  committee  has  inyited  a  conference  of  mlniateia  and 
elders  of  adhering  Churches  to  meet  on  Wednesday,  the  Slst,  in  the  looma  of  the 
Toung  Men's  Christian  Association,  partly  to  hear  these  brethren,  partly  to  eon* 
aider  how  the  plan  of  the  Council  is  to  be  followed  out,  and  partly  to  take  atqps  for 
spreading  and  deepening  interest  in  the  subject.  Let  me  express  the  hope  that 
both  in  the  interest  of  the  cause,  and  from  respect  to  these  brethreuy  as  msny^ 
members  of  this  Assembly  ss  possible  will  attend  that  conference^  and  also  the 
public  meeting  which  it  is  proposed  to  hold  on  the  eyening  of  the  aaae  daj*  A 
good  attendance  on  the  81st  will  be  a  great  encouragement  to  these  who  hsre  the 
chief  share  of  the  work  and  anxiety  in  connection  wiUi  this  moyement. 

Perhaps  I  may  be  allowed  a  yery  few  words  on  the  general  olject  It  is  s 
I  moyement  towards  a  result  which  waa  yery  dear  to  the  hearts  of  the  great  leaders 
/  of  the  Beformation  in  the  sixteenth  century.  It  waa  no  wish  of  theirs  thst  the^ 
Beformed  Churches  in  the  yarious  countries  of  Europe  should  remain  separate  sad 
diq'ointed  fragments.  On  the  contrary,  it  was  their  earnest  desire  that  in  9one 
way  or  other  they  should  know  that  physical  contact  which  tends  so  much  to  ereats 
Interest,  to  deepen  affection,  and  to  promote  a  common  understanding  and  a  har- 
monioufl  co-operation  in  the  great  work  of  the  Lord.  Calyin  wrote  to  Archbishop 
Oranmer  that  he  would  willingly  cross  ten  seas  if  he  conld  thereby  bring  the  Be«^ 
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farmed  Chniches  more  together ;  and  in  the  Second  Book  of  Discipline,  whieh  Ifl  now 
nearly  800  years  old,  after  an  accoont  of  the  Church  Courts  as  they  exist  among  us, 
enlminating  in  what  is  there  called  the  Kaiional  Assembly,  it  is  added — **  There  ia 
besides  theae,  an  nther  mair  general  I  kjinde  of  assemblie,  quilk  is  of  all  nations 
and  estates  oi  persons  within  the  Kirk,  representing  the  universal  Kirk  of  ChriBt^ 
qnilk  may  be  callit  properlye  the  General  Assemblie  or  General  Conneell  of  tho 
haU  Kirk  of  God." 

We  should  always  remember,  if  we  claim  to  be  the  successora  of  the  Beformers 
and  seek  to  carry  oot  their  principles  and  urns,  that  this  waa  a  distinct  object  of 
their  deaires.  Bat  circumstances  hindered  the  attainment  of  it,  and  then  the  idea 
dropt  ont  of  eighty  and  Presbyterianism  afforded  too  much  ground  for  the  aellgation 
that  its  Chnrchea  were  but  a  bundle  of  fragments,  with  no  connection  with  each 
other.  In  onr  time  we  haye  seen  varions  approaches  to  the  idea  of  the  Beformers. 
We  hare  seen  bone  coming  to  his  bone  and  sinew  to  his  sinew,  bnt  all  in  a 
somewhat  fragmentary  way ;  bnt  now  the  way  seems  to  be  open  to  a  more  general 
recognition  of  one  another,  and  it  is  of  that  opening  that  we  are  trying  to  aTail  onr- 
selres.  Not  only  is  there  no  external  obstacle  now — such  as  hindered  the  Beformers 
— bnt  there  are  facilitiea  unknown  before.  It  ia  a  remarkable  circumstance  that  at 
the  present  day — ^whateyer  may  happen  soon — peace  reigns  unbroken  among  all  tho 
eoantries  to  whieh  theae  Churches  belong.  We  haye  facilities  by  the  railway,  by 
the  post  office,  and  in  other  ways  for  a  general  co-operation,  such  as  neyer  presented 
themselyes  before.  I  think  we  cannot  doubt  that  Proyidence  is  calling  ns  to  an 
endesTonr  snch  as  we  are  making  now,  and  all  the  more  that  the  proposed  allianoe 
is  not  one  that  is  to  haye  any  jurisdiction  or  authority  oyer  the  Churches  forming 
it  It  will  leaye  the  jurisdiction  and  the  whole  administration  of  our  Churches 
ontoneliCMl ;  and  its  aim  will  be  to  exhibit  and  commend  to  the  world  the  principles 
we  hold  in  common,  to  promote  Christian  fellowship  and  brotherly  feeling  and  to 
atir  one  another  np  to  greater  diligence  in  the  great  work  to  which  as  diristians 
first,  then  as  Protestants,  and  then  aa  Presbyterians  we  are  together  called. 

Kay  I  be  allowed  further  to  say  that  there  seems  to  me  to  be  yery  special  reasons 

why  Scotland  should  take  a  yery  actiye  interest  in  this  endeayour  to  fulfil  the  desires 

of  the  Beformers.    Scotland  owes  much  to  Presbyterianism,  and  Preabyterianisin 

owes  moeh  to  Scotland.    I  do  not  know  any  historical  parallel  of  greater  interest 

than  that  between  Prance  and  Scotland  in  respect  of  their  Beformed  Churches. 

Both  began  their  race  together,  the  first  Assembly  of  the  French  Church  being 

held  in  1559,  the  first  Assembly  of  the  Scotch  in  1560.    Both  were  small  enough  at 

the  beginning,  there  being  only  eleyen  ministers  in  the  French,  six  in  the  Scotch 

Assembly.    Who  could  haye  foretold  that  in  the  course  of  years  the  little  Assembly 

in  SdinboTgh  would  grow  to  such  a  multitude,  while  the  Beformed  Church  in  France 

would  bave  its  progress  arrested  and  its  yery  existence  all  but  deatroyed  through 

fieiy  and  desolating  persecution  f    Ko  doubt  we  haye  often  had  hard  times  and 

hard  lines,  but  neyer  so  hard  as  they  had  In  France ;  and  I  am  sure  we  cannot  feel 

too  tbsnkfitl  to  God  for  the  singular  fayour  He  haa  shown  to  us,  or  too  ready  to 

bestir  enrselyes  to  make  others  partakers  of  the  benefits  that  haye  been  conferred 

upon  enrselyes.    I  often  go  back  in  imagination  to  that  first  General  Assembly  held 

in  the  Magdalene  Ohapel  of  tMs  eity  on  20th  December  1560,  when  six  ministers 

and  two  er  three  dozen  of  laymen — a  smaller  number  than  these  seats  are  left 

empty  Ibr  to-day — ^met  to  eonstitute  the  Beformed  Church  of  Scotland.    The  little 

one  has  indeed  become  a  thousand ;  in  Scotland  alone  we  haye  nearly  3000  eongre- 

gatloBs,  we  haye  flourishing  Churches  in  England  and  Ireland,  while  across  the 

Atlantic^  in  a  continent  our  Beformers  hardly  knew  of,  we  haye  double  the  number 

of  aH  the  Britiah  congregaUons,  and  in  onr  colonies,  all  up  and  down  the  world, 

yigoroQS  shoots  from  the  same  sturdy  tree.    I  haye  sometimes  thought  that  if  that 

Presl^fterian  Council  should  meet  in  Edinburgh  one  of  its  earliest  acts  should  be  to 

select  forty  men — ^the  number  of  the  first  General  Assembly — ^and  send  them  to  the 

llagdslene  Chapel — ^happily  it  is  Presbyterian  property — thanks  to  Dr.  Begg  for 

hayhig  secnred  it — ^there  to  giye  thanks  to  God  for  all  that  has  flowed  from  the 

b^innii^  made  there  on  20th  December  1560;  to  thank  God  for  all  the  grace  and 

eonrage  and  Caith  which  He  gaye  to  John  Knox  and  the  little  handful  that  inyoked 

His  Messing  on  the  enterprise  which  they  took  in  hand ;  to  thank  Him  for  all  the 

cue  whieh  He  baa  taken  of  tho  Tine  which  He  brought  out  of  Egypt,  which  He  has 
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reared  and  fostered  till  it  has  become  a  great  tree,  till  the  bills  are  eoftnd  wltk  lb» 
sbadow  of  it,  and  the  boughs  thereof  are  like  the  goodlj  cedars.  Nor  ought  w«  to> 
forget  oar  fkTonred  brethren  the  Beformed  Cbarcbes  of  the  Continent,  some  of  theaa 
feeble  throagh  the  dilapidations  of  years,  and  some  of  them  in  the  feeblenesa 
of  infancy,  all  looking  to  ns  more  or  less  for  conntenance  and  oonnsel,  for  hearten- 
ing and  encouragement  in  their  hard  and  toilsome  struggles.  Why,  sir,  if  we  can- 
do  nothing  else  for  them,  we  can  tell  them  of  Qod's  dealings  with  onraelTes;  we  ca& 
sing  with  them  the  psalms  that  celebrate  that  mercy  that  endureth  for  e?er ;  and  frua 
our  own  history  we  can  throw  a  fresh  light  for  them  on  that  gloiions  assaniiee^ 
"Jesus  Christy  the  same  yesterday,  and  to-day,  and  for  eyer."  t 

Dr.  MOODT  STUART  moved  the  approval  of  the  following  deliyennoe :— "  Tha 
Assembly  approve  of  the  report,  and  record  their  thanks  to  the  committee,  and 
especially  to  the  convener,  and  the  Assembly  in  terms  of  the  report  rei^point  the 
eommiteee.  The  Assembly  express  their  satisfaction  with  the  result  of  the  London 
conference,  and  their  continaed  interest  in  the  scheme.  They  regret  the  neeeaslty 
that  Is  the  reason  of  the  postponement  of  the  Council  for  another  year,  but  sympa* 
thise  with  their  brethren  in  the  United  States  in  their  endeavour  to  give  a  Chriaiiaa. 
aspect  to  their  great  centennial  commemoration.  The  Assembly  recommend  Iho 
scheme  to  the  hearty  interest  and  support-of  the  Church." 

He  was  sure  there  was  no  necessity  for  pressing  upon  the  Assembly  tliai  tkej 
give  their  hearty  interest  and  support  to  the  project.  The  only  question  thai  oonld 
ever  be  raised  about  it  was  this — whether  it  could  socceed.  Some  things  they  meat 
do  independently  of  their  success  or  failore,  and  it  was  their  duty  to  attempt  them. 
Probably  it  would  not  have  been  their  doty  to  make  an  attempt  at  sneh  a  meetinip 
if  there  had  not  been  the  prospect  of  success,  but  in  the  present  day  almoat  ereiy 
great  attempt  for  good  was  farthered  by  the  blessing  of  the  Lord.  That  was  a  gnat 
reason  for  going  forward. 

At  this  point  Dr,  Rainy,  accompanied  by  Dr.  Cairns,  of  the  United  Pnsbyteiiaa. 
Church,  entered  the  hall.  They  were  greeted  with  loud  and  oonthined  applanaeu. 
On  silence  being  obtained. 

Dr.  MOODY  STUART  went  on  to  say  that  it  might  seem  as  if  it  was  nther 
exclusive  in  their  making  this  a  Qeneral  Council  of  Presbyterians  only,  and  not  of 
others,  but  he  would  say  that  the  breaking  down  of  one  barrier  tended  to  the  break* 
tag  down  of  another.  And  he  had  no  doubt  Uie  breaking  down  of  the  hairier 
between  Presbyterians  would  be  one  great  step  towards  the  breaking  down  of  all  tho 
barriers  between  the  Churches  in  the  world. 

Of  necessity  they  took  their  stand  on  Presbyterianlsm.  They  would  not  bo 
Presbyterians  if  they  did  not  think  that  Presbyterianlsm  was  founded  on  the  Word 
of  Ood  and  agreeable  thereto,  and  that  system  would  in  the  end  prevail  which  was 
nearest  to  the  Word  of  God.  Each  thought  his  system  the  nearest,  but  certainly 
they  had  this  great  advantage,  that  they  occupied  the  central  posiUon  in  Chnreh 
government.  They  combined  authority  and  liberty,  as  they  thought  others  did  Bot» 
and  certainly  if  an  Episcopalian  were  disposed  to  change  his  system,  he  would  mora 
readily  become  a  Presbyterian  than  a  Congregationalist,  and  if  a  Congregationaliat 
were  disposed  to  change  his  system  he  would  more  readily  become  a  Preabyteriaa 
than  an  Episcopalian.  He  therefore  thought  that,  perhaps  not  in  their  form,  or  la 
any  existing  form,  but  he  could  not  help  believing  that  in  the  end  some  syatena 
of  Presbyterianlsm  would  be  the  form  of  the  Church  that  would  prevail  OTer  Iho 
earth. 

ThlM  Council  would  meet  together  for  the  purpose  of  strengthening  and  en* 
coursging  one  another.  When  they  met  brethren  from  a  distant  country  they 
regretted  constantly  that  they  had  not  met  them  before,  and  that  they  would  meet 
them  so  seldom  again;  and  it  was  a  great  advantage  to  all  the  Churches  thai 
there  diould  be  this  qaickeniug  of  one  to  another.  Sach  a  meeting  together  brought 
out  what  was  best  in  all  the  Churches.  In  Church  courts  and  elsewhere,  in  unavoid- 
able controversy,  there  was  sometimes  brooght  out  to  their  grief  what  was  not  iho 
best  in  them ;  but  as  in  the  great  world-wide  coUecUons  of  art  and  manufacture,  men 
brought  together  their  fairest  and  most  efficient  work,  presenting  it  before  each 
other  to  stimulate  one  another,  and  copy  what  was  best ;  so  this  council  would  havo 
the  effect  of  bringing  out  whatever  had  in  it  most  of  the  beauty  of  Chxiat  and  the 
power  of  the  Spirit^  and  what  was  most  in  confonnity  to  the  Word  of  Ood  Ui  tho 
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ttTenkl  Churdiei.  Thereby  thej  would  provoke  the  loTe  of  one  another,  dwelling^ 
together  In  unity,  and  expecting  the  blesBing  to  descend  like  the  dew  on  Mount 
Hennon. 

Dr.  BINNIE,  Aberdeen,  in  seconding  the  adoption  of  the  dellTerance,  referred 
to  the  preciM  deaign  of  this  Presbyterian  Coancil.  There  were  some  brethren  who 
Ktill  held  to  the  notion  that  was  expressed  in  the  quotation  made  by  Dr.  Blaikie 
from  the  Second  Book  of  Discipline  as  to  the  neceasity  of  an  (Ecumenical  Coanoil^ 
with  jorisdiction,  as  oonstltoting  the  copestone  of  the  fabric  of  an  ideal  Presbyterian- 
iim.  There  was  no  call  at  present  to  enter  into  that  disputed  and  perhaps  diipatablo 
question.  There  were  some  among  the  strictest  Presbyterians  who  thought  it  was 
more  consonant  with  the  scriptural  idea  of  Presbyterianism  that  the  relation  sub* 
listing  between  Presbyterian  Churches  should  be  that  of  sisters  rather  than  ono 
implying  subjection  to  the  jurisdiction  of  an  CBcumenical  Council  in  the  strict  senso 
of  ihe  word.  Howeyer  that  might  be,  it  was  important  to  notice  that  this  was  not 
a  proposal  to  take  a  first  step  designed  to  issue  in  the  organisation  of  a  council 
having  jorisdietion.  The  intention  was  that  the  Presbyterian  Churches  retain  their 
independence — so  fiur  as  jurisdiction  was  concerned — one  oyer  against  the  other,^ 
each  with  its  Sapreme  Court  in  its  own  territory.  But  although  the  Churches  wero 
to  remain  absolutely  independent  of  each  other,  it  was  of  great  importance  that  they 
should  cease  their  present  isolation.  The  proposed  Council  was  Intended  to  afford 
to  the  Presbyterian  Churches  of  the  world  a  common  platform  on  which  they^ 
might  meet  at  stated  times,  so  that  there  might  be  a  regular  expresaion  of  the  feel» 
iug  their  members  entertained  toward  each  other  as  men  professing  the  same  faiUt 
and  serying  Christ  in  the  same  form  of  goyemment  He  was  not  without  the  hopa 
that,  in  addition  to  those  Churches  bearing  the  Presbyterian  name  which  had, 
already  intimated,  one  way  or  another,  their  wish  to  participate  in  the  Council,  it 
would  yet  embrace  in  its  scope  the  more  faithful  of  the  Churches  in  Germany,  both, 
of  the  Reformed  and  the  Lutheran  Confessions.  The  future  of  these  Churches  it  was 
impossible  to  forecast.  Only  this  seemed  certain,  that  they  could  not  long  abide  as 
they  were ;  and  that  the  only  form  of  goyemment  which  would  be  found  possible 
for  them  would  be  the  Presbyterian.  Few  things  could  be  imagined  more  likely  Uy 
benefit  those  Churches  than  the  opportunity  which  the  proposed  Council  would 
afford  to  tbeir  leading  men,  of  becoming  intimately  acquainted  with  the  Churches^ 
on  either  side  of  the  Atlantic,  in  which  the  Presbyterian  syatem  had  been  in 
rigorous  operation  for  many  generations. 

The  longing  for  more  Intimate  fellowship  among  the  Presbyterian  Churches  waa 
one  which  had  often  been  witnessed  in  Scotland.  He  might  be  allowed  to  remind 
the  Assembly  that  eyen  in  the  darkest  time  in  the  history  of  the  Scottish  Churchy 
when  the  Church  of  Scotland  was  obliged  to  worship  upon  the  hills,  they  found  that 
not  only  the  general  body  of  the  Presbyterians  in  Scotland,  but  James  Ren  wick,  and 
the  men  that  adhered  to  Mm,  yearned  for  the  approval  and  sympathy  of  the  foreign. 
Presbyterian  Churches  in  the  stand  that  they  were  obliged  to  make  for  the  national 
liberties  and  the  freedom  of  the  Church  of  Scotland.  He  thought  there  was  great 
force  in  the  suggestion  made  by  Dr.  Moody  Stuart  that  by  God's  blessing  the 
meeting  of  delegates  from  the  Churches  might  have  the  effeet  of  bringing  these 
Churches  into  greater  harmony  of  judgment,  and  enable  one  to  yield  assistanoe  t<K 
the  other. 

The  motion  was  then  adopted. 

OHUBOH  AHD  UANBl  BUILDIiraB. 

Professor  MACGREGOR  submitted  the  Report  of  the  Buildings  Committee;.. 
(Appendix  X.)  He  complained  of  the  state  of  the  funds,  and  said  that  they  ought 
to  bear  some  proportion  to  the  Sustentation  Fund.  The  great  mf^'o^^J  of  the 
members  were  paying  nothing  for  the  churches  in  which  they  worshipped,  and  they 
were  the  more  entitled  to  support  this  fund.  He  hoped  that  the  Assembly  would 
iodade  in  their  instructions  to  the  committee  that  they  should  see  what  might  be 
dooe  for  the  preseryation  of  buildings  already  erected,  and  he  would  ask  that  they 
might  receiye  a  good  place  for  their  collection — not  in  the  month  of  August. 

Dr.  BEGG  said  that  there  was  a  feeling,  which  was  a  yery  fallacious  one,  that 
lioce  the  great  mass  of  our  churches  and  manses  had  been  built,  the  matter  of  fabrics 
required  yery  little  consideration  now.    That  was  a  yery  great  delusion,  because  the 
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^xiBting  churches  and  manses  were  sometimes  in  debt,  all  stood  from  time  to  time 
in  need  of  repair,  and  because  we  were  constantly  adding  to  oar  cbnrchea  and  manses. 
A  matter  of  great  importance,  in  which  the  conyener  of  tliis  committee  had  mani- 
fested a  most  intelligent  interest,  was  referred  to  in  the  report.  In  the  further 
inTesiigation  of  this  matter  the  committee  deseryed,  and  he  hoped  they  would 
receive,  the  cordial  support  of  all  the  ministers  and  other  office-bearers  of  the 
Church.  He  alluded  to  the  proper  means  to  be  taken  to  secure  that  all  our 
ecclesiastical  fabrics  were  constantly  and  duly  repaired.  It  Is  true  of  ehorches 
and  manses  as  of  anything  else,  that  a  stitch  in  time  sares  nine.  This  is  a  matter 
with  which  the  whole  Church  is  concerned.  He  moved  the  adoption  of  the  report 
Mr.  WILSON,  elder,  Eddington  Kains,  seconded  the  motion,  which  was  agreed  Uk 

THE  TBANSFEBEi;OE  AND  BAL»  OF  SCHOOia. 

Dr.  Begg  submitted  the  Report  of  the  Special  Commission  on  Tranaference  and 
Sale  of  Schools.    (Appendix  XXXI.) 

The  schools  allowed  to  be  transferred  to  school  boards  were— (1)  Colinton  and 
Currie  (Juniper  Green) ;  (2)  Linlithgow^  sanction  preyiously  given  in  1878  bnTing 
been  cancelled.  The  special  cases  were — (1)  Sorbie,  allowed  to  sell  school,  title  not 
being  in  terms  of  model  trust^eed ;  and  (2)  Kirkpatrick-Fleming,  allowed  to  renoance 
part  of  lease. 

Dr.  BEQG  said  the  Free  Church  had  spent  at  least  £600,000  in  promoting  the 
education  of  the  country,  and  they  thought  it  a  very  hard  case  indeed  that  ihcte 
should  be  a  clause  in  the  Education  Act  making  it  impossible— although  acbool 
boards  were  willing,  and  although  all  parties  were  willing — that  in  the  transfer  of 
their  schools  Justice  could  be  done.  In  addition  to  all  thnt  the  Free  Chorek  had 
previously  done  and  given,  she  had  thus,  without  compensation,  handed  over  schools 
to  the  value  of  nearly  £60,000.  The  whole  arrangement  implied  the  groasest 
injustice.  Another  great  difficulty  still  pressing  upon  them  was  this,  that  n  number 
of  the  schools  were  standing  unoccupied,  and  they  had  no  power  of  disposing  of 
them.  Some  of  their  schools  were  held  by  titles,  the  effeet  of  which  wonM  be  that 
if  they  were  shut  up  for  five  years  they  fell  into  the  hand  of  the  landlord,  of  eoniae 
without  any  compensation.  He  was  somewhat  shocked  to  have  had  submitted  to 
hi^  a  day  or  two  ago  a  letter  from  the  agent  of  a  great  nobleman  in  this  eoontiy 
actually  telling  their  minister,  amidst  his  difficulties,  that  he  wonld  be  mndi  obliged 
to  him  if  he  would  relinquish  the  achool  that  had  been  built  upon  his  estate  nnder 
that  condition.  That  was  a  veiy  hard  case  indeed,  and  of  eonrse  then  were  difficolties 
in  the  way  of  securing  the  interference  of  Government  In  England,  in  connection  with 
the  transfer  of  schools  which  took  place  before  the  Scotch  biU  passed,  a  principle  was 
acknowledged  which  militated  against  this  Church's  righteous  claiiaDi,  alUioogh  the 
cases  were  not  in  the  least  analogous.  On  the  other  hand,  it  had  been  suggested  that 
if  the  Education  Act  were  interfered  with  at  all,  it  should  be  interfered  with  to  a  much 
greater  extent.  He  still  hoped  that  some  justice  in  this  matter  would  be  done  by  the 
Oovemment,  and  on  this  and  other  grounds  they  desired  the  reappointment  of  the 
Commission. 

Principal  DOUGLAS  moved— ^  The  Aaaembly  regret  that  no  atepa  have  been 
taken  to  le^pslate  in  reference  to  the  transfer  of  schools  on  equitable  terms,  and  in 
reappointing  the  Commission,  they  authorise  them  to  take  snoh  steps»  bj  ewnmuai- 
catinig  with  Government  or  oUierwise,  as  they  may  find  necessaxy  to  aecnre  this  end 
to  the  extent  to  which  this  may  still  be  found  practicable." 

Dr.  THOMAS  SMITH  seconded  the  deliverance,  mhifih  was  naanimooalj  adopted 
by  the  Assembly. 

THB  FDHD  FOB  FBI-DISSUFTION  lCI2nBTXB8. 

Dr.  JIJLIITS  WOOD  gave  in  the  Report  of  the  Committee  for  the  Bistiibntion  of 
the  Fond  received  for  the  Pre-Disroption  Ministen  (Appendix  XI.)  In  direcling 
attention  to  the  fact  that  the  committee  had  been  able  to  hand  over  £800  to  the 
Aged  and  Infirm  Ministers'  Fund,  he  expressed  the  hope  that  this  collection  wonld 
be  continued  as  liberally  as  in  former  years,  even  though  Uie  number  of  pre-Diamption 
ministers  waa  diminishing,  since  the  balance  waa  given  to  so  deserving  a  fund  as  the 
Aged  and  Infirm  Ministers'  Fund.  Fourteen  or  sixteen  pre-DisrupUon  ministen* 
names  appeared  on  the  lists  this  year  that  would  never  appear  on  these  liata  again. 
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Mr.  MAIN,  St.  Mary's,  Edinbnrgh,  moved  the  approTal  of  ike  report  and  the 
reappointment  of  the  committee,  and  also  that  it  be  an  instmetion  to  the  committee 
to  leave  ont  of  view,  in  reckoning  the  eqnal  dividend,  the  recent  addition  of  £*!  for 
the  Widows'  and  Orphans'  Fond.  This  was  an  object  in  which  the  Church  felt  the 
deepest  interest — ^these  were  the  men  who  had  to  face  the  Dismption  under  the 
greatest  difficnlties — Uiese  were  the  men  on  whom  the  heaviest  burden  of  sacrifice 
fell.  Their  numbers  were  £ut  diminishing,  bnt  there  ought  to  be  no  diminution  in 
the  liberality  of  the  Church,  seeing  whatever  was  over  was  given  to  a  kindred  object 
— the  Aged  and  Infirm  Ministers'  Fund. 
The  motion  was  unanimously  adopted. 

THB  TTKION  WITH  THB  BETOBinn)  FBE8BTTEBIAN  OHUBCH. 

The  Assembly  then  took  up  the  subject  of  Union  with  the  Reformed  Presbyterian 
Chnrch«    The  report  was  laid  on  the  table  (Appendix  Ko.  XXIY). 

Sir  HENRY  MONCREIFF  said— We  have  now  arrived  at  the  stage  at  which 
we  agreed  to  take  up  the  subject  of  Union  with  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church. 
The  House  haa  already  heard  the  Report  of  the  Committee  for  Classifying  Returns 
to  Overtures,  and  there  never  was  an  overture  sent  down  to  Presbyteries  which  met 
80  unanimous  and  cordial  a  response  as  this  overture  on  Union.  The  first  thing  to 
be  done  is  to  move,  as  I  now  do,  that  we  pass  the  overture  upon  Union  with  the 
Reformed  Presbyterian  Church  into  a  standing  jaw. 

Dr.  WILSOJT  seconded  the  motion,  which  was  nnanimonsly  adopted. 

Sir  H.  MONCREIFF  again  rose  and  said — This  overture  now  being  passed  into 
m  standing  law,  the  Assembly  should  now  call  for  Uie  Report  of  the  Committee  on 
Unioa  with  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Chnrch,  which  is  now  in  print;  but  at  the 
same  time  we  have  to  take  up  an  overture  from  the  Presbytery  of  Greenock  ;  but  it 
is  an  overture  that  need  not  be  taken  up  until  after  the  Union  has  been  carried 
through— it  Is  sn  overture  about  calling  the  attention  of  our  people  to  the  auspicious 
eventy  and  I  think  the  House  will  agree  that  we  should  postpone  that  overture  until 
after  we  have  formed  the  Union.    Then  I  have  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Assembly 
to  tiie  report  of  the  Committee  on  Union  with  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church. 
I  hold  the  repert  of  the  Conmkittee  of  the  Synod  of  that  Church  in  my  hand,  which 
report  I  find,  from  a  minute  which  has  been  transmitted  to  me,  which  I  may  read, 
has  been  approved  of  by  the  Synod : — "  The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Union  was 
presented  by  the  convener.    The  report  was  adopted.    The  Synod  entered  on  the 
consideration  of  the  various  questions  arising  out  of  the  report  connected  with  the 
Union  with  the  Free  Church.    Cordial  thanks  were  given  to  the  convener  for  the 
attention  which  ho  has  bestowed  upon  the  question  of  Union«  and  for  the  rare  ability 
with  which  he  has  presided  over  the  deliberations  of  the  committee."    There  was 
only  one  dissent  from  that  motion  in  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Synod,  and  it  was 
carried  In  the  most  cordial  way.    Then  we  have  to  refer  to  portions  in  our  report  as 
to  whieh  a  thorough  agreement  haa  been  come  to.    In  the  first  place,  our  report 
presents  fonr  questions  as  having  required  consideration  in  oonference.    The  first 
of  these  has  relation  to  the  support  of  the  ministry ;  and  they  recommend  that  the 
Assembly  approve  of  temporary  arrangements  proposed  in  mhintes  in  the  appendix 
to  the  report.    The  matter  is  put  into  this  form,  because  upon  questions  connected 
with  the  support  of  the  ministry  we  do  not  make  absolute  laws,  but  simply  remit 
these  matters  to  the  chazge  of  the  Snstentation  Fund  Committee,  which  reports 
upon  them  from  year  to  year ;  and,  therefore,  without  coming  to  any  precise  minute 
apon  the  subject  of  those  arrangements,  we  refer  to  a  minute  which  has  been 
agreed  upon  in  conference  as  one  which  might  lead  us  to  make  certain  recom- 
mendations to  the  Snstentation  Fund  Committee  after  the  Union  has  been  formed. 
After  adequate  oonference  with  the  Committee  of  the  Reformed  Presh^terian  Synod, 
an  arrangement^  proposed  in  Appendix  No.  I.  of  the  report,  has  been  acquiesced 
in.    Too  will  find  that  the  minute  agreed  to  proposes  a  temporary  arrangement 
with  an  miniaten  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Synod,  and  that  this  arrangement 
shoold  be  reviaed  at  the  end  of  three  years  with  the  view  to  a  more  thorough 
amalgamation.      With  regard  to  the  Aged  and  Infirm  Ministers'  Fund,  the  Re- 
formed Presbyterian  Synod  undertake  the  payment  of  all  grants  voted  by  them 
previoody  to  the  Union,  and  for  that  purpose  they  are  to  retain  and  administer  all 
fonds  available  for  that  purpose.    With  regard  to  future  claims,  we  agree  that  they 
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shonid  be  dealt  with  in  the  lame  manner  as  if  the  applicant  had  during  hia  whole 
ministry  been  a  minister  of  the  Free  Chnreh.  We  think  that  to  be  onlj  eqnitaUe. 
With  regard  to  the  Widows'  and  Orphans'  Fond,  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Synod 
are  to  be  ready  by  Jnly  with  the  sam  of  £8700  for  that  fnnd,  to  entitle  their 
ministers  to  be  admitted  to  the  benefits  of  that  fond  on  an  equitable  footing.  I 
am  glad  to  say  that  though  the  committee  say  thai  the  Free  Chnreh  would  be 
willing  to  help  them  in  raising  that  sum,  it  is  announced  that  they  hare  no  diffi- 
culty in  raising  that  sum  themseWes,  and  that  they  would  need  no  help.  Sir  Henry 
proceeded  to  explain  the  proyisions  in  the  report  relating  to  the  miaaions  of  tbs 
Beformed  Presbyterian  Church,  and  then  proposed  the  adoption  by  the  Asaemblj 
of  the  following  minute,  which  had  been  suggested  in  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee:— 

"  The  Assembly  called  for  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Union  with  t&e 
Beformed  Presbyterian  Church,  which  being  printed  and  in  the  hands  of  the  mem* 
hers,  was  referred  to  by  Sir  Henry  Moncreiff,  the  conyener,  who  addressed  the 
Assembly  thereanent.  The  Assembly  approve  of  the  report,  and,  in  aecordanoe 
with  the  report,  they  specially  sanction  the  recommendations  with  respect  to  the 
future  of  the  ministry  in  the  congregations  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Ohurcfav 
and  with  respect  to  their  relation  to  the  Aged  and  Infirm  Ministers'  Fund,  as  set 
forth  in  the  report  and  its  appendix. 

*'  They  also  sanction  the  agreement  between  the  committees  of  both  Chordies 
as  to  the  raising  of  the  capital  sum  required  to  render  equitable  the  admission  of 
the  Reformed  Presbyterian  ministers  to  the  benefit  of  the  Free  Church  Widows* 
and  Orphans'  Fund,  and  the  General  Assembly  express  their  cordial  assuranoe  that 
the  members  of  the  Free  Church  will  willingly  giye  aid  to  this  efiTect  If  needed. 
The  General  Assembly  remit  to  the  Commission  in  August  to  take  such  ateps  ss 
may  be  necessary  to  realise  this  object. 

"  The  Assembly  further  sanction  the  agreement  of  the  Foreign  Missions  Com- 
mittee with  respect  to  the  New  Hebrides  Mission,  and  approye  of  its  being  remitted 
to  the  charge  of  that  committee  by  the  united  Assembly. 

"  The  Assembly  hereby  approye  of  and  sanction  the  adoption  by  this  Assembly 
and  the  Beformed  Presbyterian  Synod,  when  met  together,  of  the  terms  of  the 
unitiug  Act  recommended  in  the  final  opinion  of  counsel  in  answer  to  the  joint 
memorial. 

"  A  communication  haying  been  receiyed  from  the  clerk  of  the  Beformed  Pres- 
byterian Synod,  now  sitting  in  Edinburgh,  suggesting  arrangements  for  the  alloca- 
tion of  their  congregations  in  particular  Presbyteries,  along  with  congregations  of 
the  existing  Free  Church,  the  Assembly  approve  of  these  arrangements,  and  ssne- 
tion  their  adoption  by  the  united  Auembly. 

"  In  view  of  the  resolutions  now  come  to,  the  General  Assembly,  having  pasaed 
an  overture  for  Union  with  the  Beformed  Presbyterian  Church  into  a  standing  law, 
do  now,  in  terms  of  that  overture,  proceed  to  constitute  that  Union  in  dne  form  by 
means  of  a  joint  meeting  of  Assembly  with  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Synod,  and 
hereby  instruct  the  principal  clerks  to  proceed  to  the  place  where  that  Synod  ia 
now  meeting,  and  to  intimate  that  the  Assembly  are  ready  to  hold  the  joint  meet- 
iug  in  this  hall,  if  that  shall  be  agreeable  to  the  Synod." 
Tbe  MODERATOR  put  the  motion  to  the  House. 

Dr.  RAINY  said  that  the  fact  that  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Synod  had  al- 
ready raised  the  £3700  required  for  the  Widows'  Fund  called  for  a  alight  altera- 
tion in  the  phraseology  of  the  minute.  It  was  stated  in  the  minute  that  "  The  As- 
sembly express  their  cordial  assurance  that  the  members  of  the  Free  Church  will 
willingly  give  aid  to  this  effect  if  needed."  He  thought  it  was  now  rather  nnde- 
sirable  that  these  words  should  appear  in  their  minute  when  no  aid  was  required. 
It  was  one  proof  of  the  high  spirit  with  which  so  small  a  body  as  the  Beformed 
Presbyterian  Church  was  actuated  that  their  friends  hsd  raised  £8700  at  one  stroke 
for  the  purpose  of  coming  into  the  Union  without  being  indebted  to  the  Free 
Church,  or  to  any  one  whatever.  He  would  propose  to  omit  the  clause  to  which  he 
had  referred. 

The  minute,  altered  as  suggested  by  Dr.  Bainy,  was  carried  by  acclamation. 
Sir  HENBY  MONCBEIFF^We  have  now  reached  the  point  at  which  wv^ 
should  be  prepared  to  do  as  has  been  suggested,  namely,  that  the  Assembly  should 
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ioBtniei  tiie  principal  derks  to  proceed  to  the  place  where  the  Synod  is  now 
meetiDiir.  I  Yteg,  therefore,  to  more, — "  In  view  of  the  resolations  now  come 
to,  the  General  AjMembly  haVing  passed  the  OTertnre  for  Union  with  the  Reformed 
Presbyterian  Chnreh  into  a  standing  law,  do  now,  in  terms  of  that  oTcrtnre,  proceed 
to  constitnte  that  Union  in  doe  form  by  means  of  a  joint  meeting  of  the 
Assembly  and  the  Beformed  Presbyterian  Synod ;  and  thereby  instruct  the  prlnci- 
j>s1  clerks  to  proceed  to  the  place  where  that  Synod  is  now  meeting,  and  intimate 
that  the  Asaembly  is  ready  to  hold  a  joint  meeting  in  this  hall,  if  that  should  be 
agreeable  to  the  Synod." 

The  motion  was  carried  by  acclamation. 

Sir  H.  HONCREIFF  proceeded  to  say — We  are  not  going  for  the  purpose  of 
inTiting  the  Synod  to  come  here  as  if  they  were  a  body  proposing  simply  to 
join  the  Chnreh  and  come  into  it,  but  we  are  entering  into  a  Union  with  them, 
and  therefore  the  proposal  that  the  clerks  should  go  to  them  is  simply  a  proposal 
that  in  aoeh  cirenmstanees  the  official  intimation  of  our  being  ready  should  be  made 
formally  in  the  most  respectful  manuer.  It  might  hare  been  made  by  the  officer  of 
the  Honae ;  bat  we  think,  considering  the  character  of  this  Union,  it  is  due  to  them 
that  the  intimaUon  should  be  made  by  the  clerks  of  the  Assembly.  It  would  not 
be  snitable  that  we  should  be  accompanied  by  any  of  the  members  of  this  House, 
yet  there  is  one  member  of  this  House  whose  position  makes  it  quite  reasonable 
that  he  shoold  come  along  with  ns  to  the  Beformed  Presbyterian  Synod — I  mean 
Dr.  Binnie — ^who  has  a  pecnliar  desire  to  go  there,  not  as  inviting  them  to  come 
here,  hut  to  take  his  place  along  with  them  when  they  come  here. 

Sir  Heniy  MonerMff,  Dr.  Wilson,  and  Dr.  Binnie  then  left  the  hall  amidst  loud 
applaase,  to  proceed  to  the  Beformed  Presbyterian  Synod. 

Principal  BAINT  suggested  that  in  the  crowded  state  of  the  House  it  might  bo 
adTlsable  that,  during  the  absence  of  the  clerks,  there  should  be  a  pause  for  a  few 
minutes  to  allow  ladiea  and  gentlemen  an  opportunity  of  conyersation,  and  that 
afterwards  the  Assembly  might  engage  briefly  in  deyotional  exercises. 

Dr.  Bainy'a  suggestion  was  acted  upon,  and  after  a  short  interval  the  Assembly 
joined  in  singing  the  Hundredth  Psalm.  Another  internal  of  a  few  minutes  followed, 
when  the  AsseiAbly,  on  the  invitation  of  the  Mederator,  sang  the  67th  Psalm. 

Meanwhile  the  Synod  of  the  Beformed  Presbyterian  Church  had  met  at  11.80, 
for  the  last  time  in  its  separate  corporate  capacity,  in  the  church,  George  lY.  Bridge 
— Dr.  Gooldy  Moderator.    There  was  a  full  attendance  of  members,  and  there  was 
also  present  a  large  number  of  the  general  public.    The  meeting  having  been  duly 
constituted,  a  discussion  arose  on  the  minutes  as  to  the  present  position  of  Mr. 
Easton,  Stranraer,  the  only  minister  who  has  not  given  in  his  adherence  to  the 
Union — the  point  raised  being  whether  his  name  should  be  put  upon  the  Synod  roll^ 
which  required  to  be  handed  to  the  clerks  of  the  Free  Assembly.    It  was  resolved 
to  send  in  Mr.  Easton's  name,  with  an  explanatory  statement  as  to  his  special  case, 
and  a  remit  was  at  the  same  time  made  to  the  Dumfries  Presbytery  to  confer  with 
tiielr  diaaenting  brother  as  to  the  whole  matter.    Thereafter  the  Moderator,  in  the 
name  of  the  Synod,  presented  Mr.  Thos.  Binnie,  Glasgow,  with  a  handsomely-bound 
family  Bible,  in  recognition  of  his  long  services  as  treasurer  to  the  Court — Mr.  Bin- 
nie's  efforts  in  connection  with  the  scheme  for  raising  £4000  to  enable  the  members 
to  participate  in  the  Widows'  Fond  of  the  Free  Church,  and  his  labours  in  connec- 
tion with  the  Union  negotiations,  being  specially  mentioned.    Mr.  Binnie  briefly 
acknowledged.    Derotional  exercises  were  then  conducted  by  Mr.  £aaton  and  Dr. 
Oeold.    At  twenty-five  minutes  to  one  o'clock  Sir  Henry  Monoreiff'  and  Dr.  Wilson, 
derks  of  Asaembly,  aeoompanied  by  Dr,  Binnie,  entered  the  Synod  and  asked  per- 
mission to  make  a  statement.    This  having  been  granted,  Sir  Henry  intimated  the 
decision  of  the  Assembly,  which  was  received  with  apj)lau8e.    The  clerk  read  the 
concluding  minute,  and  a  motion  resolving  to  adjourn  to  the  Free  Assembly  Hall 
having  been  passed,  the  Moderator  pronounced  the  benediction.    There  are  at  pre- 
sent 37  ministen  with  charges  in  the  Beformed  Church,  and  of  these  86  have  ad- 
hered to  the  Union.     Of  these  85  were  present  yesterday,  and  along  with  34  e1derB» 
they  formed  in  processional  order,  two  deep,  outside  the  chnreh,  and  marched  to  the 
Free  Assembly  Btall,  by  Geoige  lY.  Bridge  and  Bank  Street,  the  quiet  but  interest- 
ing procession  beinir  witnessed  by  not  a  few  spectaton  along  the  route.    On  their 
reaching  the  Free  Church  Hall,  a  cheer  was  raised  by  a  considerable  number  of 
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ladies  and  gentlemeii  who  were  on  the  top  of  the  stain.  The  Befoimed  Pmlijto- 
rians  were  ashered  into  the  hall  bj  Mr.  Stocks,  the  yeneiable  officer  of  Assembly; 
and  as  thej  appeared  at  the  doorway,  the  Tast  assemblage  rose,  and  remained  stand- 
ing while  their  brethren  filed  along  the  crowded  passages  to  the  seats  in  the  body  of 
the  hall  which  had  been  reserved  for  them. 

Sir  HENRY  MONCREIFF  said^This  Free  Ghnrch  Assembly  and  the  Synod 
of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Chnrch  have  now  met  together,  and  I  have  n  motion 
to  make  which,  for  reasons  that  yon  will  nnderstand,  is  of  a  very  formal  character; 
but  we  mast  bear  in  mind  that  although  the  motion  is  of  a  very  formal  character, 
the  substance  of  what  we  are  going  to  do  is  not  of  a  merely  formal  character.  The 
substance  of  what  I  intend  to  propose  is  of  a  most  momentous  character.  It  is  of  the 
greatest  importance,  I  conceive,  to  those  views  of  scriptural  truth,  and  io  the 
right  order  of  Church  government  we  have  been  accustomed  to  hold.  It  is  of 
great  importance,  with  the  view  of  the  canylng  out  of  the  work  of  Christ  in  Scotr 
land — it  is  of  great  importance,  inasmuch  as  it  brings  those  together  who  wtxt  pe^ 
fecUy  united  in  all  the  sentiments  which  they  entertain  respecting  the  Chxistisn 
doctrine  and  the  order  of  the  Christian  Church.  It  was  a  great  disappointment  to 
some  of  ns  that,  thirty-three  years  ago,  when  the  views  we  held  of  the  right  interpret 
tation  of  the  Revolution  Settlement  were  subverted  by  decisions  of  the  courts  of  Uw, 
which  decisions  were  not  rectified  so  as  to  give  ns  any  redress  by  the  legisUtore; 
but  I  think,  when  we  remember  that  the  friends  with  whom  we  propose  now  to  unite 
were  never  satisfied  with  the  Revolution  Settlement  at  all — we  cannot  bnt  know 
that  they  could  not  be  satisfied  with  that  view  of  it  to  which  we  objected — and  we 
cannot  bnt  feel  that  now  they  and  we,  being  heartily  nnited  about  what  we  think  in- 
dispensable towards  the  right  arrangement  of  any  ecclesiastical  Establiahment — 
towards  the  right  arrangement  of  the  Church  of  Christ  in  the  land,  whether  Bstab> 
lished  or  disestablished — ^we  may  have  the  greatest  security  in  feeling  that  we  sre 
prepared  to  stand  on  the  same  platform.  And  still  ikiore,  I  feel,  what  is  of  &r 
greater  eonseqnence,  that  we,  in  uniting  with  those  who,  being  sound  in  doc^tiiae, 
and  holding  the  same  views  of  doctrine  which  we  hold,  and  being  earnest  as  to  the 
advancement  of  Christ's  cause  in  the  land,  will  be  enabled  with  greater  power  and 
efficiency,  under  the  great  blessing  of  the  *great  Head  of  the  Chnrch,  to  carry  out 
those  vital  ends  for  which  the  Church  exists.  I  do  not  intend  to  say  more  in  pro- 
posing the  motion  that  I  have  now  In  my  hand.  That  motion  is  a  formal  one^  and 
I  hope  that  idl  present  will  have  patience  while  I  read  it,  for  it  is  of  great  conse- 
quence to  the  right  canying  out  of  this  transaction  that  it  be  read  fnUy,  and  agreed 
to  at  this  time.    I  move : — 

'*  Whereas  the  Qeneral  Assembly  of  the  Free  Church  of  Scotland,  on  the  SOth 
Kay  1874,  upon  overtures  from  Presbyteries,  declared  the  cordial  saUsfaetion  with 
which  they  would  contemplate  a  scriptural  ITnion  with  the  Reformed  Presl^teiiaa 
Church,  and  authorised  their  Commission,  at  any  stated  diet,  to  entertain  any  com- 
munication  from  the  Reformed  Preabyterian  Church  to  that  efieet;  and  the  Com- 
mission, on  the  18th  November,  reoeived  a  communication  irom  a  Committee  on 
Union,  appointed  by  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Synod,  requesting  the 
appointment  of  a  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Free  Chnrch  for  conference ' 
with  respect  to  Union;  and  such  a  committee  was  appc^ted  aeeordiagly 
by  the  ssid  Commission;  and  in  the  months  of  January  and  Febroary  of  the  year 
1875,  statements  on  the  part  of  the  committees  were  exchanged,  setting  forth  the 
prindples  and  historical  position  of  both  Churches,  snd  the  terms  on  which  onion 
was  contemplated  on  either  side,  snd  especially  on  the  part  of  the  RefMmed  Prea- 
byterian Chnrch,  with  reference  to  the  second  Reformation  and  Revolution  Settle- 
ment ;  snd  whereas  upon  the  report  of  its  committee,  the  Refonned  Presbyterian 
Synod,  at  its  meeting  in  May  1875,  resolved  to  transmit  to  Presbyteries  and  sessions 
an  overture  wherein,  inter  otto,  the  Synod,  considering  '  as  the  result  of  moiw  recent 
conferences  there  is  the  hope  that  the  Free  Chnroh  may  be  prepared  for  union  with 
this  Church  as  sudi,  on  terms  which  would  leave  its  members  free  to  retain  and 
abide  by  the  views  snd  principles  embodied  in  the  statement'  by  its  oommittee 
above  referrred  to,  agreed  to  union  with  the  Free  Chnroh,  and  appointed  a  oommittee 
to  take  snch  steps  as  might  be  needful  to  accomplish  the  object  of  the  overtoie,  with 
doe  regard  to  the  regulations  of  the  Church,  and  to  all  its  interests,  spirituii  and 
temporal ;  and  the  Qeneral  Assembly  of  the  Free  Chnrch,  at  its  meeting  in  May 
1875,  on  the  report  of  their  committee,  adopted  and  transmitted  to  Presbyteries,  in 
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term  of  the  Barrier  Act^  an  OTertnre,  wherein,  after  reciting  prerioni  steps,  and 
declaring  thai  the  report  of  the  committee  was  satififactorj  on  the  qaestion  of  the 
?iawa  expresaed   by  the  Committee  of  the  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian 
Choreh,  ao  &r  aa  the  question  of  TJoion  with  the  Free  Church  is  concerned ;  and  also 
that  it  appeared  that  the  Beformed  Presbyterian  Synod  were  williug  to  accept,  with- 
out reserre,  the  eziating  formula  of  the  Free  Church  of  Scotland  on  the  understanding 
that  the  Act  of  Aaaemblj,  August  27, 1647,  and  the  preamble  to  the  Act  12,  Assem- 
bly 1846,  are  held  to  be  in  force  aa  interpreting  the  said  formula,  and  also  to  allow 
the  name  of  the  United  Church  to  be  the  Free  Church  of  Scotland,  so  as  to  involro 
no  change  hj  that  Church  in  that  respect :  '  Therefore  the  General  Assembly,  with 
eonsent  of  a  majority  of  Presbyteries,  hereby  enact  and  ordain  that  an  incorporative 
union  may  now  be  effected  by  the  Assembly,  upon  the  terms  aboye  indicated,  it 
being  nnderatood  that  the  United  Church  may  be  declared  to  consist  of  the  Free 
Church  of  Scotland,  aa  existing  preTiously  to  the   Union,  and  of  the   Beformed 
Presbyterian  Chnreh,  as  existing  previously  to  the  Union,  under  the  common  designa- 
tion of  the  Free  Chnreh  of  Scotland  simply,  and  that  other  secondary  details  may  be 
adjnatad  in  auch  manner  aa  to  the  Assembly  may  seem  meet,  provided  the  adjust- 
ment be  eoneistent  with  the  terms  specified  in  the  previous  parts  of  this  Act ; '  and 
whereaa  the  Beformed  Presbyterian  Synod,  at  its  meeting  in  March  1876,  having 
found  that  the  oTorture  sent  down  by  them  had  received  the  approval  of  all  the 
Preabyteriea,  and  of  all  the  sessions  reporting,  with  the  exception  of  two,  declared 
that  the  said  OTorture  had  become  the  resolution  of  the  Church  in  accordance  with 
its  law  and  practice,  and  empowered  its  committee  to  take  steps  with  a  view  to  the 
adjustment  of  all  remaining  details;  and  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Free  Church, 
at  ita  present  meeting,  having  found  the  overture  before-mentioned  to  have  been 
nnanimonsly  approved  by  the  Preabyteries  of  the  Church  reporting,  passed  the  same 
into  a  standing  law ;  and  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Free  Church,  and  the  Synod 
of  the  Reform^  Preabyterian  Chureh,  having  severally  passed  the  Acts  necessary  in 
order  to  prepare  for  the  eonsummation  of  the  designed  Union,  on  the  terms  agreed 
upon,  have  severally  resolved  to  meet  together  for  that  purpose,  and  are  now  met 
seeoidingly.     Now,  therefore,  the  said  General  Assembly  and  Synod  thus  met,  first 
of  all  desire  to  express  their  devout  thankfulness  to  the  Great  Head  of  the  Church 
for  the  apirit  of  love  and  concord  which  has  prevailed  during  these  negotiations  for 
Union ;  hnmbly  acknowledge  their  entire  dependence  on  the  mercy  of  God  for  all 
the  happy  resnlta  which  they  hope  for  in  connection  with  it;  and  entreat  the  divine 
bleaaing  on  the  step  now  to  be  taken,  and  on  all  the  congregations  and  people  under 
their  ebatge  :    And  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Free  Church  of  Scotland  and  the 
Synod  of  the  Beformed  Presbyterian  Church,  empowered  as  aforesaid,  do  hereby,  in 
ierma  and  in  pursuance  of  the  deliverances  of  their  respective  Church  courts,  enact 
and  declare  that  the  two  Churches  do  and  shall  henceforth  constitute  one  united 
Chnrdi  in  all  matters,  spiritual  and  ecclesiastical ;  that  the  said  Church  shall  include 
and  consiat  of  the  Free  Church  of  Scotland  as  existing  previously  to  the  Union,  and 
of  the  Beformed  Presbyterian  Church  of  Scotland  as  existing  previously  to  the 
anion;  that  the  name  of  the  United  Church  shall  be '  The  Free  Church  of  Scotland  ;* 
and  that  ita  Supreme  Court  shall  be  designated  '  The  General  Assembly  of  the  Free 
Chnreh  of  Sootland;'  but  reserving  to  the  said  Beformed  Presbyterian  Church  of 
Scotland  ita  aeparate  name  and  existence  in  so  far  as  regards  the  civil  rights  and 
property  now  belonging,  or  whieh  may  hereafter  accrue  or  belong  to  it,  or  to  any  of 
ita  coogregations,  with  foil  power  to  the  ministers  and  elders  of  its  congregations, 
and  to  the  sneeesBora  of  such  ministers  and  elders  for  the  time  being,  to  meet  here- 
after aa  the  eourta  of  the  Beformed  Presbyterian  Church  of  Scotland  with  the  neces- 
saiy  offieera  aa  heretofore,  but  only  in  order  to  deal  with  the  said  civil  rights  and 
property  now  belonging,  or  which  hereafter  may  accrue  or  belong,  to  that  Church  as 
aforeaaid,  and  with  power  to  make  all  arrangements,  and  do  and  perform  all  acta 
and  deeda  proper  and  necessary  to  preserve  and  protect  said  civil  rights  and  pro- 
perty."  After  reading  the  motion.  Sir  Henry  Moncreiff  said — In  making  this  motion, 
I  have  referred  to  the  disappointment  which  the  Free  Church  of  Scotland  expe- 
rieneed  thirty- three  yean  ago ;  but  I  am  glad  to  say  that  I  feel  that  any  such 
diaapprtntment  la  more  than  compensated  by  the  Union  which  takes  place  to-day. 

Br.  OOOLD  (the  Moderator  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Synod),  on  rising  to 
second  the  motion,  waa  received  with  loud  and  prolonged  applause,  which  waa 
renewed  aa  he  took  hia  place  on  the  platform,  and  received  the  right  hand  of  wel- 
Mine  from  tho  Moderator.     On  the  aubsiding  of  the  applause.  Dr.  Goold  said, 
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Moderator,  it  is  with  peculiar  pleasure  that  I  rise  to  second  the  motion  proposed  by 
Sir  Henry  Moncreiflf ;  but  I  content  myself  with  the  formal  discharge  of  the  duty- 
assigned  me.  According  to  the  proceedings  ef  this  day,  I  am  expected  to  address 
the  House  at  a  later  stage,  and  I  reserve  what  I  have  to  say  upon  the  general  ques- 
tion for  the  time  when  I  am  expected  to  address  you  mere  at  length*  In  the  mean- 
time, I  content  myself  by  saying  that  I  second  the  motion  proposed  with  my  whole 
heart;  and  if  it  is  an  agreeable  duty  for  me  to  second  the  motion  that  the  two 
Churches,  so  long  apart,  should  be  united,  it  will  be  a  still  more  agreeable  duty 
when  I  come  to  congratulate  these  Churches  upon  the  Union  hsTing  been  aetaally 
accomplished.  In  the  meantime,  I  content  myself  with  merely  second^g  the  motion 
which  has  been  submitted  by  Sir  Henry  Moncreiff. 

Sir  HENKY  MONCREIFF— This  motion  having  been  made  and  seconded  ap- 
pears to  be  carried  by  acclamation.  The  next  thing  is  that  the  Act  of  Union  now 
adopted  be  signed  by  the  Moderator  of  the  Free  Church  Assembly  and  the  Moderator 
of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church. 

The  Act  of  Union  was  then  signed  at  the  clerk's  table  by  the  Moderators  of  tbe 
Assembly  and  Synod  of  the  two  Churches,  and  by  the  Clerks  of  the  Assembly  and 
Synod  as  follows  : — 

Wu.  H.  GooLD,  Moderator  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church  of  Scotland. 

J.  £a7,  Clerk  to  Synod  of  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church  of  Scotland. 

Thos.  M'Lauchlak,  Moderator  of  General  Assembly  of  Free  Chureh. 

H.  Wkllwood  MoMCBBiFF,  Principal  Clerk  of  General  Assembly  of  Free  Church. 

William  Wilson,  Principal  Clerk  of  General  Assembly  of  Frtt  Church. 

G.  Meldbum,  Depttte-Clerk  of  General  Assembly  of  Free  Church. 

After  the  Act  of  Uuion  had  been  signed. 

Sheriff  CAMPBELL  rose  and  said— Fathers  and  brethren,  I  have  the  high 
honour  of  moving  the  first  resolution  in  our  United  Church — and  it  gives  me  much 
pleasure ;  for  Richard  Cameron  was  one  of  those  heroes  whose  memory  haunted  me 
in  my  boyish  days,  and  still  haunts  me  and  moves  me  as  I  pass  by  his  solitary 
grave  on  Ayr  Moss,  which  I  am  accustomed  not  unfirequently  to  do.  That  solitaiy 
grave  is  the  grave  of  one  of  the  bravest  defenders  of  our  civil  rights  and  our  common 
faith.  I  shall  not  occupy  your  time  further.  We  have  no  Moderator  at  present^ 
and,  therefore,  I  have  to  move  that  Dr.  M'Lauchlan,  who  so  worthily  occupies  the 
chair  of  the  Moderator,  and  who  was  elected  before  the  Union  was  consummated,  be 
elected  as  the  Moderator  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  United  Church.  I  have 
also  to  move  that  the  appointment  of  the  existing  clerks  and  officers  of  the  Free 
Church  Assembly  be  confirmed.  I  shall  not  'presume  to  say  one  single  word  in 
commendation  of  these  appointments.  Ton  all  know  the  men  as  well  as  I  do,  and 
respect  and  esteem  them  as  much. 

The  motion  was  carried  by  acclamation. 

The  Assembly  then  engaged  in  devotional  exercises.  Dr.  Moody  Stuart  offering 
up  prayer. 

The  MODERATOR  (Dr.  MLauchlan)  said,  addressing  the  Reformed  Presby- 
terians — Much  honoured  and  beloved  brethren,  I  feel  it  to  be  one  of  the  highest 
privileges  of  my  life  to  be  called  upon  to-day  to  express  the  joy  and  thankfulness 
with  which  we  welcome  your  union  with  us.  The  Free  Chureh  of  Scotland  may 
well  feel  encouraged  by  this  testimony  from  you  to  her  true  historical  position. 
From  no  other  quarter  could  that  testimony  come  with  so  much  authori(Jr*  It  is 
impossible  in  the  circumstances  in  which  we  are  placed  to  shut  our  eyes  to  the 
history  of  the  past  with  respect  to  both  our  Churches.  Ton  are  the  living  repre- 
sentatives of  a  noble  body  of  men,  whom  God  raised  op  in  Scotland  in  tiying  and 
difficult  times.  You  represent  the  men  who  refused  to  accept  of  any  indulgence 
from  the  faithless  Stuart  Kings — men  who  preferred  to  suffer  rather  than  acoept  of 
favour  from  such  hands  on  the  terms  on  which  it  was  offered.  They  were  men  of 
conscience  and  of  courage,  men  whose  real  worth  the  Church  and  even  the  world 
have  been  constrained  to  acknowledge.  It  may  be  that  in  a  large  measure  owing  to 
the  pre-revolotion  contendings  of  these  men  we  owe  the  Revolution  of  1688  itself. 
Obloquy  has  been  cast  on  them,  but  if  so  their  fame  has  been  nobly  vindieated. 
That  the  old  prelatic  and  anti-Presbyterian  spirit  still  exists  in  Scotland  may  be 
true,  and  that  men  may  be  found  ready  to  calumniate  our  Covenanting  forefathers, 
and  dishonour  the  memory  of  our  martyrs.    But  if  so,  they  hayc  little  of  the  sym- 
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path  J  of  the  naiton,  and  are  not  likely  to  obtain  more  of  it,  while  men  hare  been 
foand  capable  of  taming  the  edge  of  all  their  weapons,  and  showing  to  the  satigfao- 
tion  of  honest  readers  of  our  national  history  the  Tile  oppression  from  which  they 
suffered  and  the  grieToos  trials  to  which  they  were  exposed  at  th«  hand  of  that  crael 
party  in  oar  land  which  their  traducers  represent  True,  many  of  them  might  have 
been  extreme  men,  bat  they  were  driyen  to  extremities,  and  extreme  men  were 
necessary  for  the  occasion.  At  the  Revolation  your  forefathers  did  not  join  with 
onn.  It  remained  for  1876  to  see  what  was  denied  to  1688.  The  men  whom  yoa 
represent  were  ready  to  acknowledge  the  duty  of  nations  to  the  Church  of  Christ; 
tfaej  did  not  hold  that  it  was  sin  in  the  Church  to  enter  into  union  with  the  State, 
and  to  reeeive  support  from  it.  But  they  held  that  no  such  anion  could  be  lawful 
unless  Charch  and  State  were  both  truly  Christian.  The  union  they  sought  was  the 
onion  of  a  Christian  Charch  with  a  Christian  State.  And  as  a  proof  of  the 
Christianity  of  the  State^  they  sought  that  all  ruleis  and  magistrates  should  come 
under  the  bonda  and  obligations  of  the  great  National  Corenant.  How  far  that  is 
the  true  theory  of  the  proper  relation  to  each  other  of  Church  and  State  I  shall  not  here 
inquire,  but  I  haye  the  conyiction  that  there  are  not  a  few  in  this  Church  who  hold 
with  the  Coyenanters  in  theory,  although  they  might  perhaps  differ  with  them  as  to 
the  mode  of  giying  practical  expression  to  their  belief  now.  We  can  testify  yery 
emphatically  that  it  would  haye  been  well  for  us  and  our  forefathers  if  in  many  of 
itg  dealings  with  as  the  State  had  acted  more  upon  Christian  principles  i>han  it  did; 
and  that  the  bringing  of  mere  worldly  considerations  into  its  dealings  with  the. 
Charch,  to  the  almost  exclusion  of  any  others,  has  brought  upon  us  many  and  8<Mrt. 
calamities,  so  much  so  that  there  are  not  a  few  of  us  who  dread  in  practice  what  is 
usually  called  State  connection,  on  account  of  such  disastrous  consequences  being 
possible.  And  in  connection  with  this  we  cannot  hide  from  ourselyes  the  position 
taken  up  by  your  forefathers  at  the  period  of  the  Beyolution  Settlement.  They 
feared  that  there  was  in  that  settlement  a  leayen  of  Erastianism  which  would  one 
day  show  itself  and  work  for  eyiL  Whether  such  an  element  existed  in  the 
settlement  approTed  and  accepted  by  our  forefathers,  I  do  not  mean  here  to  inquire. 
All!  mean  to  say,  injustice  to  them,  is,  that  they  did  not  think  so«  and  that  if  they 
did  they  neyer  would  haye  acquiesced  in  it.  They  were  thoroughly  reselyed  on 
maintaining  the  old  Scottish  testimony  for  the  crown  rights  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ 
as  the  sole  Head  of  His  Body  the  Church — the  one  Euler  to  whom  in  all  spiritual 
qaeationa  she  was  bound  to  submit.  But  we  cannot  but  see  that  practically,  means 
were  foond  by  our  ciyil  courts  to  bring  in,  under  that  settlement,  principles  the 
very  opposite  of  those  which  your  and  oar  forefathers  so  earnestly  maintained. 
Under  that  settlement  it  has  been  yirtually  declared  that  the  Charch  is  the  mere 
creature  of  the  State,  and  is  entitled  to  exercise  her  Christian  liberty  only  within 
such  limits  aa  tbe  State  may  prescribe.  Our  position  here  to-night  is  eyidenee  of 
this.  Yoa  neyer  entered  the  State  Church  of  1668,  we  haye  been  driyen  out  of  it, 
and  that  mainly  for  the  sake  of  the  yery  principle  which  in  a  large  measure  preyented 
joar  fathers  from  entering  it.  We  oceupy  then  common  ground,  so  far  as  the  great 
principle  of  the  spiritual  independence  of  the  Church  of  Christ  is  concerned.  And 
it  is  most  refreshing  and  encouraging  to  find  you,  dear  brethren,  alongside  of  us  in 
connection  with  so  noble  a  testimony,  a  testimony  so  dear  to  the  men  who  in  by- 
gone days  won  for  themselyes  and  for  our  land,  amidst  sore  trials  and  sufferings, 
undying  renown.  There  are  none  whom  we  would  sooner  choose  to  join  us  in  this 
onr  testimony  than  yourselyes,  the  worthy  successors  of  the  old  Scottish  Qameronians, 
true  representatiyes  of  the  noble  Coyenanters,  men  to  whom  the  nation  owes  a  debt 
whieh  it  can  neyer  pay.  I  doubt  not,  dear  brethren,  that  you  will  find  yourseWea 
qnite  at  home  among  us — and  that  the  longer  you  are  with  as  the  more  yoa  will  find 
that  it  is  so.  Ton  cherish  supreme  regard  for  the  Church  of  the  first  and  second  Re- 
formation. So  do  we.  In  this  we  are  cordially  one.  Ton  cherish  in  your  hearts 
the  memoriea  of  the  times  of  the  Coyenants,  and  of  the  men  who  witnessed  then  for 
truth,  many  of  them  unto  death.  So  do  we.  We  may  differ  from  you  on  some 
aioor  pointa  with  regard  to  the  obligations  under  which  the  Coyenants  place  us,  but 
with  regard  to  the  principles  which  lay  at  the  foundation  of  the  whole  testimony 
of  the  Coyenanters,  we  hold  by  them  as  firmly  as  you.  We  loye  to  look  back  to 
those  times,  with  all  that  is  sad  aud  sorrowful  about  them,  and  to  hold  ourselyes  as 
tacoeaion  of  the  men  who  bore  aloft  the  banner  of  truth  in  those  days  of  trial,  and 
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as  the  reaolote  defenders  and  promoters  of  the  same  caase.    This  Free  Choreli  oT 
onrs  claims  to  be  of  the  seed  of  the  Scottish  CoTenanters,  and  sees  no  cause  to  bo 
ashamed  of  the  relationship.    Nay,  we  glory  in  it,  and  we  love  yon  the  more  beeanio 
of  onr  common  ancestry.    And  then  yon  and  we  hold  with  equal  finnnesa  by  the 
truth  as  set  forth  in   the  Westminster  Confession    and    in    the    Larger    and 
Shorter  Catechisms.    To  be  a  tme  Union  this  most  be  a  Union  in  the  tntth.    It 
would  be  a  serious   matter  indeed,  and  promise   ill  for    the    future,   if  there 
had  been  doctrinal  differences  between  us,  if  we  interpreted  Scripture  differently 
on  the  great  questions  of  sin  and  salyation.      We  hold  with  you  by  that  great 
system  of  doctrine  usually  called  CaWinistic  and  Augustinian,  but  which  may 
be  more  accurately  described  as  the  doctrine  of  the  Holy  Scriptures.    We  beliere 
in  the  eternal  aorereignty  of  Ood,  King  of  kings  and  Lord  of  lords.    We  beliere  in 
the  surpassing  ctU  of  sin  as  committed  against  that  sovereignty.    We  belioTe  in 
God's  great  purpose  of  peace  as  exhibited  towards  undeserring  sinners.    Wo  beUere 
in  the  atoning  death  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  as  the  substitute  of  His  people.    We 
belicTe  in  His  triumphant  resurrection  and  ascension.    We  beliere  in  the  work  of  the 
Dirine  Spirit,  the  gracious  Comforter;  and  we  beliere  in  the  final  and  eternal  gloty  of 
all  God's  saints.    Here  yon  and  we  meet  as  one  on  the  great  platform  of  Bible  truth, 
and  here  I  trust  the  United  Church  will  ever  continue  to  abide,  holding  forth  fisithfully 
the  word  of  life  to  perishing  sinners.    We  feel  that  it  is  no  small  gain  to  get  united  witk 
us  a  body  of  men  so  thoroughly  sound  in  the  faith  as  you  are,  and  so  thoroughly  is 
sympathy  with  ererything  that  is  distinctire  in  the  old  Scottish  theology.     And  I  do 
not  know  but  you  may  find  among  ns  of  the  Free  Church  some  of  those  peeullarities 
which  you  may  hare  thought  characteristic  of  yourselres.    I  obserred  a  brother  of 
your  body  urging,  as  an  objection  to  this  Union,  that  this  Church  admitted  as  the 
subject  matter  of  public  praise  other  compositions  than  the  Psalms  of  Darid.    So  did 
the  Church  of  Scotland  during  her  whole  history,  if  I  am  not  mistaken.    But  that 
brother  was  not  aware  of  the  rariety  of  opinions  and  practice  existing  In  tUa  diuich 
in  connection  with  sueh  questions.    If  he  risits  a  large  mass  of  our  congregational, 
eapecially  in  the  North,  he  will  find  as  firm  an  adherence  to  Uie  Psalms  of  IHrid  aa 
any  successor  of  the  old  Hillmen  could  desire,  and  as  great  a  readineas  to  maintain 
that  no  other  matter  of  praise  is  so  glorifying  to  God  or  so  edifying  to  man.    So 
that  you  will  find  among  na  much  that  is  characteristie  of  yon:    Ton  will  find  n 
large  amount  of  the  spirit  of  the  Corenanters  still  alire  in  tMs  Free  Chnroli.    But 
on  one  other  question,  and  I  shall  refer  only  to  one,  you  will  find  us  ooeupying  the 
same  ground  with  you,  and  with  equal  firmness.    Ton  will  find  among  us  a  rsaolato 
determination  to  maintain  the  Presbyterian  goremment  of  the  Church  of  Christ. 
Tour  fathers  and  ours  contended  both  with  Popery  and  Prelacy  for  Preal^teiy* 
They  did  so  because  they  beliered  that  Presbytery  was  that  form  of  gorenunent  ia 
the  Chnreh  which  had  the  warrant  of  Scripture.     We  disown  mere  seetariaii 
animosity  towards  men  holding  different  riews.    We  desire,  so  far  as  in  ns  Ues,  to* 
lire  at  peace  with  all  men.    But  we  are  the  no  less  Presbyterians  from  conrietion» 
beliering  both  as  Christians  and  as  patriota  that  Scotland  owes  much  to  its  Preaby- 
terianism,  that  it  has  fostered  the  intelligence  of  the  nation,  and  that  it  has  trained 
up  a  people  distinguished  by  their  religion  and  their  loyalty,  and  who  hare,  by  their 
lore  of  order,  their  enterprise,  and  their  success,  rindlcated  the  national  eharaeter 
in  all  parts  of  the  world.    We  are  resolred  to  adhere  to  our  Presbyterlaniam,  and 
we  rejoice  at  the  aceeasion  of  such  a  body  as  yon  are,  as  tending  to  strengthen  the 
Presbyterian  cause,  and  to  maintain  and  extend  it  in  the  land.    And  now,  dear 
brethren,  let  me  in  the  name  of  the  Free  Church  of  Scotland  welcome  yon  heartily^ 
among  us.    We  giro  you  onr  hands  and  onr  hearts.    Would  that  some  who  hadt 
helped  forward  the  cause  of  nnion  had  been  spared  to  see  this  day.    They  hare 
sown  and  we  are  reaping  the  produce.    But  they  are  better  than  if  they  hnd  beea 
with  us.    They  are  in  eternal  nnion  with  Jesus  Christ  and  with  His  glorified  sidnta. 
We  enjoy  the  present  pririlege  of  mingling  in  this  solemn,  interesting,  and  instmctim 
scene.    May  God  bless  the  Union  formed  this  day.    May  He  with  whom  are  the  issnes 
of  all  erenta  establish  the  work  of  our  hands.    May  He  enable  us  by  His  grace  to 
go  OB  as  a  united  band  to  the  great  work  before  us  in  the  world.    May  we  be  more 
fidthful,  more  deroted,  and  more  sueceufnl  in  winning  souls  to  Christ  than  trw, 
and  may  this  Union  be  the  foremnner  of  many  similar  unions,  until  all  the  Lord's, 
fiuthfnl  people  are  one,  eren  as  God  and  Christ  are  one. 
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Dr.  GOOLD  (the  Moderator  of  the  Ute  Reformed  Presbyterian  Sjnod)  said — 
The  first  lentiment  rising  to  my  lips  on  this  occasion  is  an  expression  of  deront 
thADklblnets  to  God  for  the  happy  accomplishment  of  this  Union.  We  have  to 
tlank  the  j&imighty  for  the  wisdom  which  He  has  afforded  to  His  servants  in 
the  endesTonr  to  accomplish  it,  and  not  only  in  the  negotiations  for  union,  but  in 
the  happy  reanlt  and  consummation  which  has  taken  place  this  day,  we  can  see  an 
Hlaitntlon  of  the  old  promise  He  was  pleased  to  rouchsafe  to  the  Church  in 
aaeient  times,  "  I  will  give  them  one  heart  and  one  way  that  they  may  fear  Me  for 
erer."  Alai,  air,  in  this  world  of  mist  and  shadow,  how  often  do  Qod's  people  find 
thit  though  they  hare  one  heart  they  cannot  hare  one  way,  and  how  often  when  they 
ittm  to  haTe  one  way  is  it  found  that  they  are  really  not  of  one  heart  t  How  great 
should  be  our  gratitude  that  in  connection  with  this  Union  there  is  bestowed 
cpon  us  the  double  blessing — the  one  way  as  well  as  the  one  heart,  and  the  ono 
heart  ss  well  aa  the  one  way. 

I  am  bound  also  to  acknowledge  on  this  occasion  the  invariable  courtesy  that 
ie  hare  received  at  the  hands  of  those  honoured  brethren  whom  you  have  ap- 
pelated to  eondnet  the  negotiations  that  hare  led  to  the  happy  Union  consummated 
thU  day.  When  I  apeak  of  their  invariable  courtesy,  I  say  nothing  more  than  might 
be  expected  of  any  committee  over  which  Sir  Henry  Wellwood-Moncreiff  presides. 
In  making  this  acknowledgment  I  cannot  but  revert  In  memory  to  the  fact  that  our 
ncfotiationa 'for  nnion  wiUi  the  Free  Church  began,  not  three  years  ago,  but  in 
Ud4,  lad  it  becomea  me  to  acknowledge  all  the  kindness  and  all  the  courtesy  in- 
nxiably  received  at  the  hands  of  the  Free  Church  brethren  in  the  course  of  the  old 
negotiationa,  aa  well  aa  in  the  courae  of  the  negotiations  now  happily  consummated. 
I  eta  remember  when  at  first  we  mingled  in  conference  with  the  brethren  on  the 
tabject  of  anion  that  there  might  be  a  feeling  of  uneasiness  on  the  part  of  Free 
Cirareh  brethren,  aome  of  whom,  and  among  these  the  revered  convener  of  their 
committee,  Dr.  Bachanan,  have  been  taken  away  from  the  blessed  work  of  promoting 
naity  on  earth,  and  transferred  to  the  actual  union  of  glory.  I  can  remember  a 
ibadow  of  annoyance  pasaing  over  their  countenances  at  the  pertinacious  jealousy 
nuudfeited  by  some  brethren  of  my  Church  In  their  efforts  to  ascertain  with  sufficient 
eertifaity  the  aonndnesa  of  the  representatives  of  other  Churches  on  doctrinal  ques- 
tiou  belbre  they  united  with  them ;  but  as  soon  aa  these  my  brethren  satisfied 
themaelvea  In  regard  to  the  orthodoxy  of  those  with  whom  they  were  negotiating, 
tbey  frankly  annonneed  ft,  and  having  C9me  to  that  conclusion,  like  honourable 
sad  high-ndnded  men,  they  adhered  to  it  through  good  and  through  evil  report* 
I  bare  to  say  alao,  that  thanks  are  due  to  this  audience,  for  the  reception  they  have 
gifcn  to  me  and  my  brethren  this  day.  It  waa  a  reception  deeply  touching  from  ita 
tbiiUmg  solemnity  rather  than  from  any  boisterous  demonstration.  The  tone  of 
eathaiiasm  that  marked  the  reception  given  ns  was  rather  deep  solemnity  of  emo- 
tion thsn  any  mere  temporary  applause  that  might  speedily  die  away.  It  indicated 
CBotlon  at  work  in  the  heart,  and  expressed  with  earnestness  in  the  countenance. 

Let  me  astnre  yon  further  on  behalf  of  my  brethren  that  we  have  accomplished 
tbii  Union  with  yon  out  of  no  antagonism  to  other  Churches.  We  cherish  a 
ttroog  feeling  of  respect  and  sympathy  for  our  honoured  brethren  of  the  United 
PRtbytcrian  Church,  though  no  such  expression  of  sympathy  and  esteem  need  be 
uked  at  our  hands  in  regard  to  them,  for  we  have  expressed  our  sympathy  and 
ctteem  in  other  waya  and  other  forms.  But  I  venture  to  go  further,  and  say  that  we 
ue  not  here  in  a  spirit  of  antagonism  even  to  the  Established  Church  itself.  If  any 
one  has  given  attention  to  the  negotiations  for  union,  and  the  speeches  and  utterances 
made  in  eonneetion  with  them  during  the  past  ten  years,  they  will  notice  a  pecnliMr 
type  and  atamp  upon  all  the  atterances  of  my  brethren  to  the  efiRect  that  they 
yesraed  not  merely  for  the  union  of  the  whole  of  the  Churches  in  negotiation  witL 
eseh  other,  but  for  a  general  reeonatmotion  and  reunion  of  all  the  evangelical  Prea- 
byterianiam  in  Scotland.  Well,  these  large  and  lofty  aims  have  been  peculiarly 
cbincteriatic  of  the  Church  with  which  I  am  connected,  in  spite  of  its  obscurity 
ind  insignificance  in  the  land.  We  may  have  been  presumptuous  just  in  proper- 
tioa  to  our  weakneaa  and  insignificance.  But  we  are  not  here  in  a  spirit  of  anta- 
gonism to  any  Chnreh  in  the  land,  but  rather  in  the  hope  that  through  the  example 
of  the  happy  and  haiaonioua  Union  now  effected  there  may  be  more  of  nnion  In  thor 
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future.  I  wish  to  guard  myself  and  you  by  saying  that  I  admit  distinctly  that  the 
question  of  terms  still  remains  on  which  any  such  union  is  to  be  effected.  I  am 
not  here  to  announce  whether  it  should  come  through  the  process  of  disestablish- 
ment or  through  the  transformation  of  the  existing  Establishment  in  adjust- 
ment to  our  conTiction  of  duty  and  principle.  But  come  it  will  in  God's  good  time 
and  way.  May  it  come  through  the  outpouring  of  His  Holy  Spirit,  revlYing  the  spirit 
of  life  in  all  the  Churches,  for  as  it  will  be  my  object  in  a  few  brief  sentences  to 
show,  it  is  in  proportion  as  spiritual  life  animates  our  Presbyterianism  that  it  will 
desire  and  yearn  for  union. 

We  hare  come  to  you,  I  venture  to  say,  a  tolerably  compact  body,  and  with  a 
nnanimity  that  has  surprised  ourselves  whatever  impression  it  has  produced  on  you. 
Our  movement  has  not  been  like  the  scattering  of  beads  when  the  string  is  broken. 
We  have  come  to  you  this  day  almost  to  a  man  ;  and  we  have  to  mention  still  further 
in  this  connection  that  we  come  not  as  the  rcBult,  but  in  spite,  of  efforts  made  to  ply  na 
with  a  policy  of  temptation  and  seduction.  And  in  reference  to  that  policy  as  poraned 
elsewhere,  I  may  only  say  that  the  course  you  have  pursued  towards  ns  has  been  a 
fstriking,  and  noble,  and  magnanimous  contrast  to  it.  You  have  not  gone  over  the 
length  and  breadth  of  the  country,  sifting  the  integrity  of  individual  ministers,  and 
sapping  their  denominational  loyalty.  You  have  broadly  and  openly  sent  up  ^onr 
overtures  from  your  Presbyteries ;  you  have  discussed  them  in  your  Supreme  Court ; 
you  have  tendered  us  an  invitation  to  unite  with  you,  and  you  have  had  your  reward^ 
for  we  are  here  almost  a  unanimous  Church  to  unite  with  yon  henceforth  as  one 
Church. 

Kow,  sir,  let  me  remark  on  the  whole  question  before  ns  that  the  normal 
condition  of  Presbyterianism  is  unity.  It  is  a  distinct  and  essential  attribute  of 
Presbyterianism  that  it  not  only  implies  unity,  but  that  it  makes  provision  for 
union.  The  principle  of  Presbyterianism  is,  and  must  be,  that  wherever  Pres- 
byterians holding  the  same  doctrines  meet  together  they  are  bound  to  be  one 
Church,  or  otherwise  they  betray  their  principle.  And  mark  the  importance  of  this 
principle  of  unity  in  Presbyterianism.  It  enables  you,  as  a  Church,  to  send  missions 
to  the  heathen.  Under  Episcopacy,  diocese  may  conflict  with  diocese,  while  Congre- 
gationalism glories  in  the  individualism  or  independence  of  its  congregations.  On 
the  other  hand,  common  action  with  Presbyterianism  is  the  natural  working  or  re- 
sult of  the  system.  The  Church  Hissionaty  Society  across  the  Tweed  has  done  great 
things  for  the  cause  of  Christ  in  heathen  lands,  but  it  is  a  Society  and  not  a  Church, 
The  Loudon  Missionary  Society  has  done  great  things  for  the  canse  of  Christ,  but  it 
also  is  a  Society  and  not  a  Church.  Presbyterianism  differs  from  these  inasmuch  as  that 
as  a  Church  it  can  send  missions  to  the  heathen ;  as  a  Church,  too,  it  can  organise  and 
sustain  means  for  the  support  of  the  Christian  ministry  and  ordinances,  which  have 
culminated  at  length  in  our  day  in  that  magnificent  outburst  of  Christian  liberality, 
irhich  has  filled  all  Christendom  with  admiration,  and  of  which  if  I  must  speak  in  re- 
ference to  its  definite  and  concrete  form,  I  must  speak  of  it  as  the  Sustentation 
I'und  of  the  Free  Church.  And  now,  sir,  in  regard  to  the  proposition  I  would  seek 
for  a  moment  to  establish,  namely,  wherever  you  find  living  and  evangelistic  Pres- 
byterianism, there  you  find  a  tendency  to  unite.  I  might  take  yon  to  many  chapten 
in  the  past  history  of  the  Church,  I  xnight  take  yon  to  many  chapters  in  the  history 
at  other  Churches,  but  it  will  be  suitable,  perhaps,  in  present  circumstances,  if  for  a 
moment  I  ask  you  to  notice  the  evidence  of  ^is  fact  which  the  history  of  my  own 
denomination  supplies. 

In  the  month  of  July  1843,  only  three  months  after  the  Disruption  had  taken 
place,  our  Synod  met,  and  an  overture  was  brought  into  it  in  these  terms: — 
"  Whereas,  it  is  dutiful  and  desirable  that  there  should  be  union  and  co-opeiation 
among  the  professed  friends  of  the  Reformation,  as  far  as  that  is  practicable  without 
prejudice  to  the  truth,  or  compromising  any  portion  of  the  Church's  testimony;  and 
whereas  the  circumstances  and  prospects  of  the  Church  at  the  present  time  seem 
sjpecially  to  require  that  all  competent  and  lawful  means  lihovld  be  adopted  with  a 
view  to  that  object;  we,  the  nndersigned,  respectfully  overture  the  Eeformed  Presby- 
terian Synod  to  appoint  a  committee  of  correspondence  with  other  similar  committees 
that  may  happen  to  be  appointed  by  friendly  bodies  of  Presbyterians."  And  what 
was  the  finding  agreed  to  in  reference  to  this  overture)  The  Synod  *' onanimonsly 
approve  of  the  object  of  the  overture."    I  need  not  explain  how  it  is  that  only  after 
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iliirty-tlme  yean  the  object  of  the  overture  is  accomplished,  and  we  unite  with  the 
Free  Church  of  Scotland.  I  am  perfectly  willing  to  take  for  my  own  Oharoh  in  the 
matter  the  greater  portion  of  the  blame.  Then,  in  1821,  in  oar  own  Synod,  a 
committee  was  appointed  to  prosecute  union,  and  an  elaborate  report  was  prepared, 
making  Tarioaa  proposals  to  the  effect  that  all  the  Presbjieriea  of  the  different 
Choiehes  should  be  asked  to  send  delegates  to  a  joint-meeting  to  endeayour  to 
effect  a  Union  in  Scotland.  I  need  not  say  how  the  proposal  fell  to  the  ground,  but 
I  am  here  to  wonder  how  it  is,  with  such  yeamings  and  desires  for  it,  we  have  been 
so  long  in  accomplishing  this  tTnion.  Qo  back  to  a  period  still  earlier  in  the  history 
of  our  Church — to  the  period  in  1706  when  Mr.  M'Millan  and  Mr.  M*Keil  and  those 
associated  with  them  left  the  judicatories  of  the  Established  Church,  what  was  their 
appeal  as  they  leftl  Even  in  the  very  moment  of  separation,  even  in  the  agony  of 
wrenching  themselvea  from  a  system  to  which  they  had  been  attached,  there  was 
this  yearning  for  union  which  we  consider  as  characteristic  of  all  who  love  Evan- 
gelical Preabyterianism — "We  appeal  to  the  first  free  and  faithful  and  rightly- 
eonstituted  Asaexnbly  in  this  Church,  to  whose  decision  and  sentence  in  the  things 
libelled  igainat  us,  we  are  willing  to  refer  ourselves" — the  first  free  and  rightly- 
constituted  Assembly — this  was  long  before  the  days  of  the  Seceders,  who,  in  leaving 
the  Established  Church,  used  similar  phraseology.  How  is  it,  then,  that  we  have 
&iled  In  effecting  the  Union  before  this  time  1  We  are  willing  to  take  onr  measure 
of  blame,  and  humble  ourselfes  before  God  for  the  neglect  of  our  duty. 

I  ask  you  only  Airther  to  go  back  with  me  to  1690,  when  our  Church  broke 
away  and  refused  to  have  any  connection  with  the  Established  Church,  and  threw 
itself  on  the  liberality  of  onr  people,  in  order  that  the  Christian  ordinances  might 
be  sustained  amongst  them.  There  was  a  most  interesting  document  submitted  to 
the  Assembly  on  that  occasion.  Allow  me  to  quote  a  single  sentence  from  it.  The 
very  title  of  the  book  from  which  it  is  taken  has  the  ring  and  echo  of  old  Covenanting 
times  about  itb  I  refer  to  "  The  Faithful  Contendings,"  edited  by  the  celebrated  John 
Howie,  the  aathor  of  "  The  Scots  Worthies,"  whose  grandnephew,  by  virtue  of  this 
Union,  is  now  a  member  of  this  Assembly.  As  you  read  you  will  be  struck  with  the 
character  of  these  men.  They  were  not  the  vulgar  and  illiterate  fanatics  that  Jacobite 
songs  and  modem  novels  have  represented  them.  Look  at  the  language — eloquent 
and  powerful — of  the  concluding  paragraph  in  that  paper  presented  to  the  Assembly 
in  1690,  and  refused  to  be  read,  and  mark  the  yearning  for  union  which  I  said 
appears  in  the  utterances  of  these  godly  men.  They  had  just  escaped  from  the 
mosshaga  and  moors  to  which  the  fury  of  persecution  had  driven  them,  and  yet  there 
is  nothing  excited,  nothing  wild,  nothing  unseemly  in  the  language  they  use : — "  To 
conclude,  right  reverend,  we  expect  and  entreat  that  ye  will  not  be  offended  at  our 
freedom  in  what  we  here  represent ;  but  our  meaning  and  end  being  to  have  difif^r- 
eoces  satisfyingly  removed,  will  move  you  to  put  a  favourable  construction  thereupon. 
But  though  we  should  be  condemned  and  censured  with  the  greatest  severity,  we 
most  seek,  we  must  cry  for  the  removing  of  these  stumbling-blocks,  and  condemning 
these  conrseB  which  have  done  our  Lord  Jesus  so  much  wrong  and  His  children  so 
much  hurt  in  their  standing  in  the  way  of  their  comfortable  communion  with  the 
Church.  Let  the  famishing,  starving  case  of  onr  souls,  through  the  want  of  the 
blessed  gospel,  and  onr  hungering  to  hear  it  preached  by  you,  prevail  with  yon  to 
consider  onr  eomplaints,  and  let  the  wounds  of  our  bleeding  mother,  panting  to  be 
healed  by  ihe  hand  of  the  Tender  Physician,  have  weight  with  you  not  to  slight  or 
despise  our  desires ;  but  if  ye  shall  shut  your  eyes  and  ears  at  them,  then  we  know 
no  other  remedy  left  us  but  to  complain  and  to  protest  unto  judicatories,  and  cry, 
groan,  and  aigh  to  the  Father  of  Mercies,  who  is  tender  of  all  His  little  ones  and  is 
the  hearer  of  prayer,  that  He  may  see  to  it  and  heal  our  backslidings  and  breaches 
in  His  own  time  and  way,  and  not  lay  it  to  yonr  charge,  that  ye  have  had  so  little 
regard  to  the  stumbling  and  saddening  of  so  many  of  His  poor,  broken,  bruised,  and 
scattered  sheep,  and  that  ye  have  not  had  greater  care  to  strengthen  the  diseased  and 
to  heal  thai  which  was  sick,  and  to  bind  up  that  which  was  broken,  and  to  bring 
again  that  which  was  driven  away,  and  to  seek  that  which  was  lost."  1  venture  to 
submit  that  that  petition  which  was  rejected  by  the  Assembly  of  1690  is  hoard  now, 
and  that  the  movement  accomplished  tlus  day  has  done  something  to  repair  those 
breaches  in  Zlon  over  which  these  godly  men  so  deeply  mourned,  to  restore  the 
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inUrntpUd  eoxmnnnioiii  and  to  staimeh  the  bleeding:  wonnde  (aUi  1  that  tluqr  ahoiiU 
be  bleeding  gtill)  of  the  old  Tenerable  Beformed  Church  of  Scotland,  the  eommott 
mother  of  as  all.  The  facta  jast  addnced  simply  go  to  prore  that  there  is  no 
nnfaithfalness,  no  compromise  of  principle,  that  we  are  moving  in  the  line  of  our 
true  principles,  oar  best  traditions  and  holiest  aims,  when  we  anite  with  yon  to-day. 

I  hasten  to  say  a  word  in  reference  to  a  few  pointa  which  need  to  be  stated  on 
this  occasion.  The  morement  which  has  issued  in  anion  has  a  twofold  signifieaneo 
—doctrinal  and  historicaL  It  has  a  doctrinal  significance  and  ralae  in  referenco  to 
the  great  diatinctlTC  doctrine  for  which  as  a  Charch  we  hare  been  diitingnished 
hitherto  in  Scotland.  I  refer  to  the  great  doctrine  of  the  Headship  of  the  Lord 
Jesos  Christ  over  the  nations — the  great  principle  that  He  is  Head  orer  all  things 
to  the  Charch,  angels,  principalities,  and  powers  being  made  sabject  unto  Hia. 
We  hold  that  all  men  in  their  public  and  official  capacity,  as  well  as  in  their  privsto 
duties  and  relationships,  are  not  without  law  to  God  but  under  law  to  Chriat. 
We  attach  the  greatest  value  to  that  doctrine,  for,  in  the  first  place,  it  girea  n 
warrant  for  the  right  establishment  of  religion,  for  the  magistrate  is  under  Chmt, 
and  surely  should  aim  at  establishing  and  fostering  the  eause  of  Christ  in  hin 
dominions.  And  more  than  that,  it  supplies  the  trne  test  for  the  right  kind  of 
establishment.  It  requires  that  this  establishment  be  no  mere  State  Chriatlanity 
upheld  for  political  purposes.  It  must  be  genuine  homsge  to  Christ — the  dirsot  and 
legitimate  outcome  and  expression  of  the  whole  nation's  loyalty  to  Him.  It  ia  long^  air, 
since  the  truth  began  to  dawn  upon  us  that  in  regard  to  this  great  doctrine  we  were  at 
one  with  the  Free  Church.  Among  the  earlieat  documents  of  the  kind  that  met  my 
attention  was  a  circular  letter  written  and  signed  by  eight  ministers  in  1852,  asking 
their  brethren  of  the  Free  Church  In  all  their  pulpits  to  explain  the  Act  of  Union 
with  the  Original  Seceders,  and  the  transaction  it  ratified.  That  paper  was  tignod 
by  eight  men  worthy  of  the  profonndest  esteem  in  all  the  Churchea  of  Chriat,  Alas  I 
sir,  that,  with  the  exception  of  one,  they  are  all  gone.  Robert  Gordon  it  gone^ 
William  Cunningham  is  gone,  Bobert  Candllsh  is  gone,  Robert  Buchanan  is  gone- 
one  only  remains,  and  long  may  he  remain  in  the  midst  of  us — datum  et  peneraHU 
nomen — the  great  Presbyterian  missionary  from  the  banks  of  the  Ganges— tho 
apostolic  Dufif.  To  that  document  I  ask  your  attention  for  a  single  momenta  It 
will  supply  me  with  ample  proof  in  favour  of  the  poaition  for  which  I  am  now  oon* 
tending — ^that  in  reality  they  held  the  same  doctrine  as  ourselves.  It  is  ssid  In  tko 
letter  in  question,  speaking  of  the  dnion  with  the  Original  Seeedera— "  It  la  a  Unifln 
on  the  great  doctrine  of  Christ's  Headship  as  King  of  nations  as  well  as  King  of 
saints." 

This  doctrine  of  the  Headship  of  'Christ  over  the  nations  is  of  asaentjsl  im- 
portance in  support  of  the  real  ecclesiastical  position  of  the  Free  Ohnreh  of  Scotland ; 
and  until  your  position  and  the  argument  in  favour  of  it  stand  confirmed  by  that 
doctrine,  1  am  afraid  your  position  is  lacking  in  logical  coneluaiveneis.  The  doe- 
trine  of  coK>rdinate  Jurisdiction  is  to  the  efiect  that  as  the  eivU  nsgistrats  is  saprsma 
in  civil  matters,  so  is  the  Church  to  be  reeognised  aa  supreme  in  matteia  eodealaa- 
tical.  If  the  civil  magistrate  turns  round  upon  you  and  asks  "  On  what  gronnd  ash 
I  to  respect  this  alleged  autonomy  and  alleged  independence  for  which  you  contend  f** 
your  only  answer  is  derived  from  the  Headahip  of  Chriat  over  the  nations,  from  the 
tact  that  His  law  is  eqaally  binding  upon  the  magiatrate  as  upon  the  Church,  and 
if  Christ  makes  His  people  free,  the  magistiate  must  in  no  sense  enslave  them  wh«n 
they  are  acting  in  that  sphere  in  which  they  are  responsible  not  to  Cmaar  bnt  to 
God.  We  therefore  recognise  in  this  doctrine  of  the  spiritual  independence,  whlsb 
has  given  a  peculiar  character  to  your  testimony,  the  doctrine  which  we  lo?o  and 
hold  with  all  our  might  Tes,  sir,  it  may  be  alighted  and  spumed  by  certain  man 
of  culture  and  learned  divinea  They  may  talk  of  it  aa  a  doctrine  that  most  bo  rele- 
gated to  the  kitchen,  which  Betty,  the  cook,  may  embraee,  but  which  learned  divlnoa 
must  be  expected  to  ignore.  In  the  hearing  and.  preaence  of  thia  vast  andieneo^  I 
say  I  am  prepared  to  take  my  stand  by  Betty,  the  cook*  aide  by  aide  with  her,  arm. 
in  arm  with  her  if  you  will,  reconciled  to  my  poaition,  aye,  rejoicing  in  it^  when  I 
find  associated  with  me  in  the  maintenance  of  the  salne  principle,  such  statesmen — 
I  spei^  apart  from  political  references  and  prepositions — as  Carour  of  Italy,  and 
Gladstone  of  England.    I  regard  it  as  the  triumph  of  my  principle,  and  a  testimony 
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to  its  Mlid  worth,  wlien  the  hmnbleBt  piety  and  the  highest  intellect  alike  combine 
to  ovn  tnd  honour  it.  It  wu  a  saying  of  a  man  of  science  in  a  past  generation, 
eommenUng  upon  certain  riewi  opened  np  by  the  diaooTeries  of  geological  science, 
then  in  ita  infancy,  that  these  often  bronght  upon  him  the  conviction  that  reason 
eonld  iometimea  go  farther  than  imagination  conld  venture  to  follow.  And  so  it  is 
no  pandox,  when  I  say  that  in  .apiritaal  qaestions  the  instincts  of  humble  piety, 
enlightened  by  the  Word,  and  sanctified  by  the  grace  of  the  Spirit,  can  go  farther 
and  loond  with  a  deeper  line  than  the  mightiest  intellect  that  relies  on  no  strength 
and  gnidanoo  but  its  own. 

In  doaing,  let  me  say  that  the  movement  which  has  found  a  happy  consomma- 
tloB  ibiji  day  ls.not  without  ita  historical  interest  and  importance.  It  may  serve  t« 
remind  na  of  the  connection  which  the  anited  body  possesses  with  the  past — with 
the  Old  and  the  Reformed  Church  of  Scotland,  the  Church  of  £noz  and  Melville,  of 
Henderaon  and  Outhrie,  of  Cameron  and  CargilL  A  great  principle  underlies  the 
eflFort  to  maintain  a  legitimate  connection  with  the  Church  of  past  ages — I  say 
Intimate  eonneetion,  for  the  principle  oftentimes  appears  in  a  sparioua  form,  and 
ia  perverted  to  an  erroneoua  application.  It  would  invalidate,  at  least  it  would 
greatly  weaken,  the  claim  of  any  system  of  truth  to  be  a  revelation  from  God  if  it 
were  the  me^  offspring  of  yeaterday — if  the  gospel  we  preach  to-day  were  not  in 
anbatance  identical  with  the  promise  vouchsafed  to  Adam  when  he  fell.  There  are 
assailants  of  Chriatianity  who  have  pursued  the  tactics  of  Rodney  in  naval  warfare, 
when  he  beat  his  adversarlea  by  breaking  their  line  of  battle ;  and  so  it  is  not  so 
long  ago  that  in  Germany  one  school  of  criticism,  adverse  to  evangelical  religion, 
aonght  to  establiah  between  the  essential  doctrines  of  the  Old  and  New  Dispensa- 
tions not  continuance  and  development,  but  contradiction  and  opposition.  It  is  the 
loiee  of  this  consideration — the  necessity  of  a  connection  with  the  Church  of  the 
past  in  its  essential  creed — it  is  this  consideration,  in  a  form  grievously  perverted, 
that  inveata  with  plauaibility  certain  claims  of  Romanism — ^that  leads  high  Anglicana 
to  insist  on  the  tenet  of  apostolical  succession,  at  which  all  honest  history  laughs — 
that  operates,  in  a  great  meaaure,  I  believe,  to  detach  £rom  the  cause  of  Protestant- 
ism  sueh  minds  aa  John  Henry  Newman.  All  the  more  on  this  account  should  we 
seek  to  establish  the  true  principle  in  its  right  character  and  on  its  proper  foonda- 
tioB — the  principle  which  Presbyterian  divines  have  sometimes  called  the  auccession 
«f  the  witneaaea — not  the  transmission  of  a  fictitious  ofiicialismi  but  of  the  essential 
verities  of  the  faith,  and  the  blood-bought  privileges  of  the  Church. 

It  is  no  disservice,  therefore,  to  the  claima  and  standing  of  the  Free  Church,  I 
muat  asy  now  in  the  terms  of  the  Uniting  Act — "as  existing  previously  to  the 
ITaioB,"  when  a  sister,  though  much  smaller  and  humbler  Church,  feels  itself  able 
in  perieet  conalsteney  with  its  claim  to  be  the  oldeat  genuine  form  of  Scottish 
Presbyterianlsm,  and  quite  free  to  caat  in  ita  lot  with  you.  Just  in  proportion  as 
we  dieiish  a  wise  and  discriminating  reverence  for  the  paat  attainments  of  the 
Choieh,  are  we  likely  to  make  progress  for  the  future.  It  is  no  paradox  I  am 
nttfring ;  it  is  mote  of  a  simple  truism.  For  to  move  Is  not  necessarily  to  advance-^ 
all  Borelty  is  not  Improvement — ^there  may  be  change  when  there  is  no  progress. 
It  Is  not  progress  when  a  vessel  drifts  from  her  moorings,  and  threatens  to  become 
a  wreck  on  some  rock-bound  coast  It  Is  real  progress  when  the  structure  rises 
upon  the  solid  foundation,  each  tier  of  stones  resting  square  and  plumb  upon  the 
tier  beneath  it»  till  the  copestone  crowns  the  whole  building.  Even  as  regards  the 
unity  ef  the  Church  of  Christy  this  wise  adherence  to  recognised  and  established 
imadples  is  not  to  be  overlooked.  It  is  when  the  Church  of  God  '<  raises  up  the 
fooadations  of  msay  generations "  that  she  proves  herself,  and  shall  be  called, 
s«cevding  to  the  divine  promise,  not  merely  "  the  restorer  of  paths  to  dwell  in,"  hot 
"  the  re^irer  of  the  breach."  And  so  the  Union  of  this  day,  accomplished  on  the 
«ld  fttandsida  of  the  Reformed  Church  of  Scotiand,  aa  it  honours  the  paat,  affords 
n  predoos  augnxy  for  the  future.  We  accept  them,  not  as  artidea  of  peace  resulting 
in  nothing  better  than  a  hollow  truce  or  armed  neutrality.  We  accept  them,  not  aa 
a  barren  creed,  but  a  brotherly  covenant  in  which  we  pledge  ourselves  to  each 
<>ther,  to  the  world,  and  to  God,  to  spread  the  glorious  gospel  they  embody  till  all 
the  nations  of  the  earth  rejoice  in  its  light  We  count  it  no  small  honour  to  be 
UM)cialed  with  yon  in  such  s  work  of  faith  and  labour  of  love.    Many  interesting 
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erenta  hare  occarred  in  this  hall.  The  erent  of  this  day  will  not  be  the  leasfr 
interesting,  when  here  as  in  some  aweet  rale  of  Avoca,  kindred  atreams  hare  met 
and  mingled,  nerer  to  dispart,  bat  to  roll  on  together  till  they  meet  and  mingle 
with  the  eternal  ocean  of  love  and  anity  in  heaven — the  broad  and  deep  stream  of 
Free  Ghorch  zeal  and  principle  and  liberality,  receiving  into  its  ample  waters  a  tiny 
moorland  rill  that  derives  its  chief  interest  as  c<uning  from  scenes  which,  in  the 
beautiful  language  of  Renwick,  are  "  flowered  with  the  graves  of  martyrs."  What- 
ever honour  we  derive  from  the  Union,  I  trust  yon  will  be  no  losers  when  you*  add 
another  link,  not  your  only  link,  not  your  most  important  link,  I  am  happy  to 
concede,  still  another  and  a  genuine  link  connecting  you  with  all  that  is  venerable 
and  sacred  in  the  past  history  of  Scotch  Presbyterianism,  when  on  year  tower  of 
David,  gleaming  with  the  ahields  of  the  mighty,  and  covered  with  banners  signal- 
ising past  victories  of  the  faith,  all  men  henceforth,  especially  Christian  Btranger» 
from  distant  lands,  acquainted  with  our  common  history,  and  appreciating  our  com- 
mon principles,  shall  recognise  and  discern  an  old  blue  flag,  of  which  no  ridieole 
will  ever  make  us  ashamed,  as  no  persecution  ever  made  us  relax  our  grasp  of  it,, 
riddled  with  the  shot  of  Ciaverhouse  and  Dalziel,  consecrated  with  the  blood  of 
martyrdom,  and  inscribed  with  the  imperishable  legend,  dear  in  a  sense  to  every 
leal-hearted  Scotsman,  to  every  lover  of  civil  and  religioua  liberty — *^  For  Chziat's 
Crown  and  Covenant."  Bat,  above  all  things,  all  human  docnmenta  and  earthly 
badges,  let  us  on  both  sides,  or  rather  as  now  one  Church,  live  and  labour  in  a  apirit 
of  supreme  and  abiding  loyalty  to  Him  who  graciously  condescends  to  reveal  and 
offer  Himself  as  Jehovah  Nissi,  ''The  Lord  our  Banner." 

Dr.  WILSON  read  the  minutes  of  the  Free  Church  Assembly  adopted  that  day 
In  relation  to  the  Union. 

Mr.  EAT,  Clerk  of  the  Beformed  Presbyterian  Synod,  read  the  minutes  of  thai 
Synod  relating  to  the  Union  on  that  day. 

On  the  motion  of  Sir  HENRT  MONCREIFF,  the  Assembly  agreed  to  inatnct 
the  Sttstentation  Fund  Committee  and  the  Foreign  Missions  Committee  to  act  Ia 
accordance  with  the  minutes  of  Assembly  in  relation  to  the  Union. 

The  following  minute  was  then  adopted  by  the  Assembly : — 

"  The  (General  Assembly  unanimously  adopt  the  Bev.  Dr.  Thomas  M'Lanehlan^ 
as  their  Moderator,  and  confirm  the  appointments  of  the  ezistiDg  clerks  and  oflleen 
of  the  Free  Church  Assembly. 

At  this  point  the  Assembly  engaged  in  devotional  exercises. 

^'Thereafter,  the  Moderator  addressed  the  late  Moderator  and  members  of  the 
Beformed  Presbyterian  Synod,  and  congratulated  the  whole  Assembly  upon  the 
Union  now  accomplished.  The  late  Moderator  of  the  Beformed  Presbyterian  Synod^ 
made  a  suitable  reply. 

'*  Thereafter,  the  minutes  of  the  Free  Church  Assembly  and  of  the  Befoimed 
Presbyterian  Synod,  adopted  this  day,  in  relation  to  the  Union  previooaly  to  its 
accomplishment,  were  read  and  approved  of  in  their  bearing  upon  the  course  to  be 
followed  by  the  United  Assembly.  The  Oeneral  Assembly  accordingly  instruct  the 
Committee  on  the  Sustentation  Fond,  and  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Misaioos^  to 
act  in  accordance  with  those  minutes. 

"Further,  the  Oeneral  Assembly  hereby  express  their  saUsfiiction  that  the 
members  of  the  Beformed  Presbyterian  Church,  as  formerly  existing,  have  already 
seen  their  way  to  the  raising  of  the  sum  necessary  toward  the  admission  of  ita 
ministers  to  the  benefit  of  the  Widows'  and  Orphans'  Fund  upon  an  equitable 
footing,  hereby  adopt  the  minute  already  agreed  to  by  the  Free  Church  Assembly 
this  day  before  the  Union,  to  remit  to  the  Commission  in  August  to  take  the 
necessary  steps  for  completing  the  arrangement. 

"  Finally  the  General  Assembly  appoint  the  following  to  be  the  amngement  of 
congregations  of  the  Beformed  Presbyterian  Church  in  Presbyteries  in  the  UnitedL 
Church,  namely  >— 
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PresbTteries  of 
BdlMmed  Fresbjterian 
Church. 

Congregations, 

PreRbyteries  of 
Free  Church. 

EOISTBUBOH  .     •     . 

Glasgow     .    .    . 
ezucabkook    .   . 

DcvnUEB  AND        \ 

Newton-Stew  ART  j 
Paibut  .... 

• 

Chimside. 

Douglas    ....... 

Dnndee    ....... 

Edinburgh 

Lauriston 

Strathmiglo 

Wick 

Airdrie 

Coatbridge 

Glasgow,  Gt.  Hamilton  Street 

I>o.      Dover  Street    .     . 

Do.      Cumberland  Street 

Do.      Grant  Street    .    . 

Do.      Barrowfield      .    . 

Butherglen 

Stirling 

Ayr 

Darvel 

Girvan 

Kilbimie  . 

Kilmarnock 

New  Cumnook 

Castle  Douglas 

Dumfries 

Dunscore 

Eskdalemuir 

Uightae 

Newton-Stewart    .... 

Penpont   

Stranraer  

Whithorn 

Esglesham 

Greenock,  West  Shaw  Street 
Lochgilphead    ..... 

Lorn 

Paisley 

Port-Glasgow 

Benton 

Dunse  and  Chimside. 

Lanark. 

Dundee. 

Edinburgh. 

Linlithgow. 

Kinross. 

Caithness. 

Hamilton. 

Do. 
Glasgow. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Stirling. 
Ayr. 
Irvine. 
Ayr. 
Irvine. 

Do. 
Ayr. 

Kirkcudbright. 

Dumfries. 

Do. 
Lockerby. 

Wigton. 

Pentpont 

Stranraer. 

Wigton. 

Glasgow. 

Greenock. 

Dunoon  and  InTeraray. 

Lorn. 

Paisley. 

Greenock. 

Dumbarton. 

"The  ABsembly  appoint  that,  in  all  other  respects,  the  arrangement  of  congrega- 
tioDs  in  relation  to  Presbyteries  and  Synods  shall  be  the  same  as  they  were  Si  the 
fxtt  Church  preTious  to  the  Union. 

"The  Assembly  declare  that  ordained  ministers  of  the  Reformed  Presbyteriaa 
Chnreh  not  at  present  in  settled  charges,  and  probationers  of  the  Beformed  Pres- 
bjterian  Church,  shall  hold  the  same  status  in  the  United  Church  as  they  now  hold 
in  the  Beformed  Presbyterian  Church. 

"  The  Assembly  resolve  that  the  law  and  ecclesiastical  rules  of  the  Free  Church 
existing  preTioosly  to  the  Union  shall  be  acknowledged  as  valid  in  the  United 
Chnreh." 

Sir  HENRY  MONCREIFF  moTed— "That  it  be  remitted  to  the  committee  of 
the  Assembly  for  naming  committees  to  consult  with  the  former  Koderator  and  the 
fonner  Clerk  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Synod,  with  a  view  to  naming  an  ade- 
quate proportion  of  the  former  members  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Synod  upon 
the  committees  of  the  Church." 

Dr.  NELSON,  Greenock,  submitted  for  consideration  of  the  Assembly  an  OTerture 
saent  imion  with  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church,  from  the  Presbytery  of 
Greenoek.  He  considered  that  due  publicity  should  be  given  to  their  proceedings 
ia  different  Presbyteries  when  their  brethren  from  the  Reformed  Presbyterian 
Chordi  took  their  seats.  He  thought  also  that  a  circular  letter  should  be  addressed 
by  the  Moderator  and  Dr.  Qoold,  inriting  ministers  to  call  the  attention  of  their 
people  to  this  auspicious  event  on  an  early  Sabbath.     The  occasion  was  also  a 
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faronrable  one  for  instrucUng  their  young  people  in  the  past  religious  history  of 
Scotland.     He  moved  accordingly  in  terms  of  these  snggesUons. 

Mr.  EDWARD  A.  THOMSON,  Edinburgh,  seconded  the  motion,  and  said— Aa 
the  only  representative  in  this  Assembly  of  the  Synod  of  Original  Seceders,  who 
were  embraced  in  the  fellowship  of  the  Free  Church  twenty-four  years  ago,  he 
desired  to  express  his  delight  in  the  event  of  the  day.  The  Union  of  the 
Seceders  and  the  present  Union  were  not  quite  parallel,  at  least  in  form.  The 
Seceders,  notwithstanding  their  secessions!  position,  claimed  to  be  a  branch  of  the 
Church  of  Scotland  as  Established  under  even  the  Revolution  Settlement;  and 
believing  that  the  grounds  of  Secession  had  been  entirely  removed  by  the  Free 
Church,  which,  in  every  way  competent  to  her  in  her  disestabliahed  condition,  had 
vindicated  her  claim  to  be,  by  both  divine  and  human  right,  the  historical  and  con- 
stitutional Church  to  which  their  fathers,  when  extruded  under  the  Moderate  rigime 
of  last  century,  had  appealed  for  redress,  they  made  their  representation  and 
appeal  to  the  General  Assembly  of  1852,  by  which  their  claim  to  be  recognised 
and  received  as  an  integrant  portion  of  the  Free  Church  was  at  once  unanimously 
and  most  cordially  granted,  so  that  they  then  and  there  ceased  to  occupy  tbclr 
Secessional  position  for  that  of  the  Free  Church,  in  full  ecclesiastical  commonioo. 
The  present  Union,  on  the  other  hand,  was  not  a  mere  accession  of  Seceders.  It 
was  formally,  as  it  was  avowedly,  a  Union  in  the  proper  sense,  the  union  to  the 
Free  Church  of  another  Church,  which  had  all  along  in  her  corporate  existence 
claimed  to  be  distinct,  and  by  the  Union  the  claims  of  both  Churches  were  identi- 
fied— as,  in  fact»  however  hitherto  regarded,  they  had  been  always  identical ;  and,  in 
short,  like  the  old  controversy  between  Resolutioners  and  Protesters,  the  ^fference 
regarding  the  Pre-Revolution  Church  and  the  Post-Revolution  Church  was  at  an 
end,  and  in  her  corporate  constitution  the  United  Church,  according  to  both  the 
Free  Church  and  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  claims,  was  the  true  representatire  of 
the  old  historical  Church  from  the  very  beginning.  The  inorease  to  the  fellowship 
of  the  Free  Church  by  the  former  accession  and  the  present  Union  might  not  be 
numeiicaUy  very  large,  but  the  testimony  borne  by  both  to  the  constitutional  cUdms 
of  the  Free  Church  bore  a  value  which  was  not  to  be  lightly  estimated ;  if  it  had 
been  carried  over  to  the  other  side  of  the  street,  he  was  persuaded  that  they  would 
have  never  heard  the  last  of  it;  but  notwithstanding  the  so-called  abolition  of 
patronage,  and  the  seductive  policy  of  the  Establishment^  to  which  Dr.  Goold  had 
referred,  the  brethren  who  had  come  here  to-day  were  old  enough  to  be  able  to 
discern  their  right  hand  from  their  left^  so  that  in  marching  over  from  Martyrs' 
Church  they  knew  to  which  side  of  the  street  they  should  direct  their  steps.  The 
Seceders  brought  with  them  the  testimony  of  the  Erskines  and  the  M'Cries ;  the 
Reformed  Presbyterian  brethren  had  brought  with  them  the  testimony  of  the  Mae* 
millans  and  the  Symingtons ;  and  these  testimonies,  like  old  honoured  biumeny 
aronnd  which  many  good  soldiers  of  Jesus  Christ  had  bled  and  died  on  the  high 
plaees  of  the  field,  were  now  hung  up  on  the  walls  of  Uiis  Free  Church,  as  memo- 
rials of  the  wars  of  the  Lord,  of  the  victories  of  the  Lord ;  whUe  under  Uie  floating 
streamer  of  the  old  blue  banner,  for  Christ's  crown  and  covenant^  the  symbol  of 
which,  most  appropriately  associated  with  the  Union  Jack,  had  been  unfurled  from 
the  Zlontowers  of  the  Hall  to-day,  the  brethren  and  they  together  humbly  pledged 
themselves,  as  in  the  sight  of  God,  to  retain  and  occupy  the  position  in  the  land 
which  the  great  Head  had  assigned  to  them  as  a  United  Church,  and  to  prosecute 
the  ends  contemplated  from  the  beginning  in  all  the  acts  and  deeds  of  the  Reformers 
and  Covenanters,  "  until  the  errors  which  they  renounced  shall  have  disappeared, 
and  the  true  system  which  they  upheld  shall  be  so  universally  received,  that  the 
whole  people,  rightly  instructed  in  the  faith,  shall  unite  to  glorify  God  in  the  full 
acknowledgment  of  the  kingdom  of  His  Son,  our  blessed  I^rd  and  Saviour  Jcsns 
Christ" 


EVENING  SEDERUNT. 

The  Assembly  resumed  in  the  evening  at  7  o'clock—Dr.  M'Lanchlan,  Moderator. 
After  devotional  exercises,  conducted  by  the  Moderator, 

Principal  RAINT  rose,  amidst  loud  and  prolonged  applause,  to  address  the 
House.    On  the  subsiding  of  the  applause,  he  said— Moderator,  it  has  been  laid 
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vposL  m»  to  Introdace  the  bosinetB  of  this  eTdning,  and  I  lappose  that  my  duty  in 
doing  so  if  jut  to  tooeh  one  or  two  points,  and  then  to  give  way  to  those  who  are 
to  addieu  Uie  Aasembly  from  the  different  points  of  view  that  hare  been  suggested 
to  their  own  minds.  In  doing  so,  perhaps  it  is  fitting  that  I  should  first  of  all  ad- 
vert to  and  express  the  thought  that  I  believe  is  present  to  the  minds  of  all  the 
fitheri  sad  brethren  of  this  Assembly.  We  feel,  I  believe,  that  whatever  be  what  I 
may  eall  the  sensible  and  visible  relations  of  the  Churches,  and  the  ciroumstanees 
in  which  they  are  plaeed,  there  is  something  very  present  to  our  minds  that  is  deeper 
and  veightier  than  all  these.  We  remember,  and  we  tiy  to  realise  at  each  import- 
ant tiep  of  Chnreh  life,  the  Church's  relation  to  the  unseen  Lord — the  Lord  of  pro- 
mise and  the  Lord  of  grace.  There  is  nothing  presumptuous  and  there  is  nothing 
exeloMve  in  this  feeling.  We  most  willingly  and  earnestly  believe  the  same  of  all 
the  other  Chnrehes  of  Christ  We  do  well,  probably,  to  suspect  that  our  Church 
may  be  the  unworthiest  of  them  all  to  have  His  presence ;  but  we  should  not  do 
veil  to  deny  the  great  object  of  our  faith.  We  believe  that  He  is  here  in  His  nn- 
seen  presence  and  graces,  here  as  truly  as  He  was  by  the  Lake  of  Qalilee — as  He 
was  in  the  Temple  of  Jerusalem ;  and  while  we  desire  to  feel  humbled  in  His  pre> 
sence,  we  hope  and  believe  that  we  do  n^t  err  when  we  think  we  hear  His  voice  say- 
ing "  Fear  not"  It  would  not  become  me  to  dwell  further  in  the  presence  of  fathers 
and  brethren  on  that  topic  We  must,  at  the  same  time,  have  respect  to  the  way 
bj  which  the  Lord  has  been  pleised  to  lead  the  Churches.  We  cannot  but  have  re- 
9p«et  to  the  past.  We  do  not  desire  to  linger  there.  We  do  not  desire  either  the 
Free  Church  or  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church,  or  the  Church  now  united  as  one 
whole,  to  live  merely  on  the  recoll«ctions  of  the  past;  but  we  must  not  wrong  the 
past^  and  no  Scotch,  no  Presbyterian  Chureh,  can  forget  or  ought  to  disregard  the 
past.  We  are  Chnrehes  that  have  not  been  made — we  have  grown.  It  will  have 
been  apparent  to-day  to  ail  who  have  taken  an  interest  in  our  proceeriiags  that  if 
oar  Churehea  are  to  explain  their  position  to  one  another,  we  mast  go  back  238 
}ean,  to  the  year  1688.  That  was  a  great  time  In  the  history  of  Scotland.  Scotland 
was  moved  at  that  time  in  a  manner — I  will  not  say  more  powerful  than  at  any 
other  time — more  powerful  than  at  the  Reformation — but  with  perhaps  a  more 
sifflnltsaeons  thrill  of  movement  than  even  at  the  Reformation  itself.  It  was  a  time 
that  did  much  to  nutke  Scotland  what  it  has  ever  since  been.  Both  the  Churches  go 
baek  to  those  days,  and  both  claim  an  Interest  in  and  cherish  the  recol lections  of 
the  fifty  yeara  that  followed  those  chequered  yesrs — those  years  of  great  hope,  some 
of  them— those  dark  and  dreary  years,  many  of  them.  Which  of  us  have  best  nn- 
dentood  the  principles  then  suggested,  and  best  applied  them,  we  are  not  now  in* 
qaiflng;  bnt  it  is  from  that  point  of  view  that  we  go  forward  to  our  dividing  point; 
for  oar  dividing  point  was  1688  and  the  Revolution  Settlement  We  are  meeting 
those  who  always  proteoted  and  are  protesting  yet  against  the  Revolution  Settlement 
as  QDsatiafactoiy  and  erroneoda;  and  those  who  have  developed  their  principles, 
Md  1^  have  formed  and  attained  to  their  position  in  the  line  of  the  view  that  the 
Berolation  Settlement  was  defensible.  And  now  wo  are  meeting,  as  it  were,  behind 
the  Revolution  Settlement  Qod  has  been  pleased  so  to  deal  with  us  that  in  ways 
thst  no  one  could  have  anticipated  we  are  met  and  Joining  in  that  position.  It 
seems  not  difficult  to  derive  fimm  the  paat  some  help  for  the  present  and  for  the 
fntcre,  as  we  look  back  to  the  ancestry  which  we  share  with  other  Scottish  Churches. 
It  was  the  State  tliat  exercised  the  mind  of  the  Scottish  Church  so  in  those  days— 
it  was  the  State  that  so  strained  the  minds  and  hearts  of  the  Scottish  Church  and 
Scottish  Christiana — ^the  State  that  held  the  keys  of  ail  the  chambers  of  the  national 
life.  The  Church  confronted  it — the  Chureh  measured  itself  with  it  The  Church 
claimed  to  have  free  entrance  into  every  chamber  of  the  national  life  and  an  abiding 
presence  in  them  all,  to  pervade  all  in  the  name  of  Chpst,  and  with  the  truth  of 
Ohrirt.  And  there  is  nothing,  I  think,  that  strikes  one  in  that  old  history  of  our 
Boottish  Chnreh  as  more  cliaraeteristic  of  the  Scottish  Church  than  its  resolute  fear- 
lessness in  undertaking  responsibility.  It  seems  never  to  have  flinched  from  re- 
spoBsibilitj — ^it  never  hesitated  to  grapple  with  the  hard  facts  and  the  actual  forces 
of  the  oonstitation  and  of  tlie  nation.  It  met  them  all  in  Christ's  name,  according 
to  the  light  it  had  ateaeh  atep,  I  will  not  say  with  perfect  fidelity— perfect  fidelity 
is  not  human — ^but  there  is  that  prevalent  attitude  in  the  work  that  it  did,  and  in 
the  eilorts  that  it  made.    May  our  Church  inherit  and  apply  the  lesson.    May  we 
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never  aliriTel  into  the  dlmeniiou  of  a  sect  that  livei  onlj  for  liielf.  Let  ni  ctre  for 
oor  ScotiiBli  people.  Let  as  eare  for  ihem,  not  aa  if  we  alone  had  to  care  for  them^ 
thank  Ood,  no !  There  la  noble  Chaieh  life  in  Scotland  to  diride  with  ni  the  work^ 
and  the  toll,  and  the  reaponslUlltj ;  but  as  fitr  aa  onr  part  can  go  let  na  aeel:  to  face 
erery  danger  and  burden  and  complication  that  welgha  upon  the  life  and  heart  and 
hopes  of  our  whole  people.  Let  us  care  for  our  people,  and  in  that  same  spirit  let 
us  hare  our  hearts  opened  to  care  for  the  whole  race,  which  lies  open  to  us  aa  it  did 
not  lie  to  our  fathers.  We  miss  sometimes,  as  we  look  back  to  our  fitthers,  the 
modem  missionary  spirit  They  liTod— circumstances  suggested  to  them  that  it  was 
enough  for  them  to  lire — for  their  people  in  these  hard  times ;  but  I  have  sometimes 
thought  that  the  rtrj  genius  and  courage  of  the  missionary  spirit  la  in  that  old 
Church  in  its  resolute  determination  to  perrade  the  life  of  a  hanl,  rugged,  stubborn 
nation  with  Christ's  truth  in  Christ's  name.  Moderator,  in  condng  together  in  this 
way,  I  cannot  but  be  reminded  that  we  are  in  an  age  of  Presbyterian  reunions — ^we 
are  now  surrounded  with  them  on  erery  sido— eveiy  Assembly  seems  to  bring  us 
news  of  some— and  at  last,  in  our  own  Assembly  we  are  comptiting  this  one.  Mode- 
rator, I  am  quite  sure  I  hare  the  unanimous  feeliug  of  the  House  with  me  when  I 
say  Uiat  we  have  all  oftentimes  expressed  our  earnest  desire  for  that  which  Dr. 
Goold  referred  to  so  beautifully  in  that  wonderful  speech  of  his  to-day,  for  the  union 
of  all  genuine  evangelical  Scotch  Presbyteriauism.  And  we  need  it,  and  Scotland 
needs  it.  There  are  some  efforts  thsi  have  been  made  that  have  not  succeeded* 
Well,  then,  when  our  efforts  have  not  succeeded — I  include  in  tiiat  tenn  whataver 
any  of  us  have  done,  without  distinction,  according  to  our  several  li^ts — I  say  when 
all  is  done,  there  remains  God's  providence  and  Qod's  grace.  There  is  a  feeling  of 
desire  in  this  matter  with  many  of  us  that  grows  almost  to  pain ;  but  I  for  one  felt 
to-day  aa  if  a  voice  were  saying  to  me,  "  Be  still,  and  wait  on  Providence  and  on  the 
grace  of  the  Almighty  Qod."  Moderator,  I  wish  now  simply  to  say  that  we  have 
Churches  congratulating  us  on  this  Union.  We  have  the  Modeiator  of  our  beloved 
English  Presbyterian  Church.  He  will  express  to  you  better  than  I  can  whatever 
belongs  to  that  aspect  of  the  subject  But  I  have  to  read  kt  that  connection  the 
following  telegram  which  has  come  from  Liverpool,  from  Mr.  Samuel  Stitty  the  well- 
known  and  most  useful  and  admirable  elder  of  the  United  •Presbyterian  Church  in 
England.  "  President  of  the  Presbyterian  Conference,  Liverpool,  to  the  Modefator 
of  the  Free  Church. — A  large  conference  of  Presbyterians  met  to  make  arrangementa 
for  the  approaching  Union  in  England,  and  expressing  gratitude  to  God  for  the 
English  Union  now  beginning,  btg  to  offer  coi^ial  congratulations  on  the  happy 
completion  of  the  Union  this  day  of  the  Beformed  Presbyterian  and  Free  Ohnreh.** 
And  we  have  with  us  to-night  our  beloved  brethren  of  the  United  Presbyterian 
Church.  I  may  not  attempt  to  repeat  the  tribute  to  that  Church,  paid,  I  eonoAre, 
with  a  better  right  than  any  that  I  could  claim,  aild  in  a  manner  that  I  will  not 
affect  to  emulate,  the  tribute  to  that  Church  paid  in  this  hall  yesterday  by  Dr. 
Dykes.  These  beloved  and  honoured  brethren  have  come  to  express  the  interest 
they  feel  In  both  our  Churches.  Very  sure  am  I  that  as  deep  an  interest  on  our 
side  is  felt  in  their  Church.  We  rqjoice  to  see  that  God  has  blessed  them,  and  we 
rejoice  to  believe  that  God  will  bless  them  more  and  more.  I  rejoice  now  to  intro- 
duce to  you  the  senior  minister  of  the  Beformed  Presbyterian  Church,  our  venerated 
brother,  Mr.  M'Dermid. 

Mr.  M'DEBMID,  who  was  reeeived  with  loud  applause,  said — ^Moderator, — 
Standing  where  I  find  myself  this  evening,  you,  sir,  and  this  Assembly  might 
naturally  suppose  that  I  cannot  but  feel  somewhat  strsnge,  as  being  in  the  midat  of 
an  ecclesiastical  scene  such  aa  I  have  not  been  accustomed  with.  Certainly,  air, 
I  have  just  psssed  from  the  old  funlllar  ecclesiastical  platform  on  which  I  have 
stood  for  forty  years  as  a  minister  of  the  Beformed  Presbyterian  Church.  I  have 
just  passed  to  the  floor  of  this  General  Assembly,  where  everything  is  new  and 
unfamiliar,  and,  as  you  might  suppose,  rather  appalling  to  me.  Tou  might  imagine 
that  I  could  hardly  occupy  this  position  without  feeling  a  tendency  to  giddiness. 
But  somehow,  sir,  I  do  not  thus  feel.  I  do  not  feel  as  if,  during  my  by-past  eeele* 
siastieal  life,  I  had  been  separated  firom  the  Free  Church  by  some  vast  ocean,  and 
that  I  have  just  to-day,  after  a  perilous  voyage,  reached  in  safety  a  foreign  shore. 
No,  sir,  I  have  not  the  desolate  feeling  to-night  of  a  stranger  or  foreigner  among 
yon  I  but  rather  the  ennobling  feeling  that,  while  not  ceasing  to  be  a  Beformed  Pros- 
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Itjierian,  I  bsre  bten  enrDlled  and  weloomed  as  a  diiaeii  of  this  Free  Ghnrch,  and  a 
member  of  tlio  Genexal  Asiembly  of  the  Free  Chareh.  I  hope.  Moderator,  you  will 
not  reckon  it  bold  or  preaumptnoas  for  me  to  tay  tbat»  though  with  all  deference,  I 
eonaider  myaelf  to  haTO  aome  right  to  be  here.  And  I  will  glre  yon  my  reason. 
That  reaaon  ia  not  the  right  of  aneeatry,  to  which,  perhaps,  I  and  ray  brethren  might 
lay  elum.  A  free  Church  in  a  free  State  is  a  phrase  that  has  become  famons,  as 
baring  been  the  nttemnee  of  an  eminent  Italian  atatesman.  Bat,  sir,  long  before 
these  words  were  spoken  on  the  Italian  peninsnla,  Bichard  Cameron,  and  Donald 
Cargill,  and  Jamea  Benwick,  not  only  in  substance  spoke  these  words,  but  fought,  and 
satTered,  and  died,  and  bled,  in  order  to  realise  the  idea  of  a  free  Church  and  a  free  State, 
sad  a  free  Church  in  a  free  Stato— and  the  descendants  of  these  heroes  of  liberty 
need  not,  I  think,  be  ashamed  to  claim  a  sort  of  standing,  all  the  world  orer,  in  any 
assembly,  eeeleaiastieai  or  civil,  to  which  the  epithet  free  is  rightly  prefixed.  Bat, 
sir,  it  is  not  a  stronger  but  on  a  more  personal  ground  that  I  renture  to  assert  my 
right  to  be  here. 

I  was  ordained  to  the  office  of  the  holy  ministry  and  the  pastoral  charge  of  the 
Befonned  Preabyterian  congregation  in  Dumfries  in  1885.  The  ten  years'  conflict 
had  just  then  commenced,  and»  as  all  know,  it  did  not  diminish^  but  increased  in 
intensity  of  interest^  year  by  year,  till  1848.  The  questions,  ecclesiastical  and  civil, 
of  tbese  stirring  years,  awakened  in  my  mind  the  deepest  interest.  And  reading, 
as  I  regularly  did,  the  Witness  newspaper,  I  followed  Uie  reforming  course  of  yonr 
IVesbyteriea  and  Assemblies  with  as  much  of  eagerness  and  sympathy  as,  perhaps, 
any  Kon-intmsion  minister  of  the  Church  of. Scotland.  I  was  quite  conrersant  at 
that  time  with  the  yiews,  in  all  their  aapects,  of  your  leading  men — your  Candlishes, 
Cunninghams,  Buchanans,  Beggs,  Gntlules,  Hetheiingtons.  As  the  conflict  thiok- 
oied,  your  congregations  in  Domfries,  or  at  least  influential  persons  among  them, 
got  alarmed ;  the  Established  Churches  in  Dumfries  were  refused  for  your  public 
meetings,  and  their  doors  closed  against  yon.  But  I  am  glad  to  be  able  to4ay  to 
say  my  ebnreh  waa  erer  open  to  you  in  which  to  hold  your  meetings,  and  my  pulpit 
was  readily  given  for  yonr  ministers  to  preach  in.  I  have  a.  pleasare,  sir,  in  think- 
ing that  Dr.  Candlish,  and  Dr.  Cunningham,  and  Dr.  Hetherington,  and  Professor 
Chalmers,  and  others  occupied  my  pulpit  from  time  to  time.  I  think  almost  the 
only  leading  man  of  that  period  who  came  as  deputations  to  the  south  of  Scotland  who 
did  not  happen  to  do  so  was  Dr.  Begg.  And  I  hope,  before  long,  he  will  be  willing  to 
atone  for  hia  ereiaight — by  preaching  in  my  pulpit  in  Glasgow  on  some  important  occa- 
sioo.  Well,  sir,  ^e  year  1848  arrived.  I  had  always  affirmed,  in  the  face  of  aU  in- 
erednlity  (and  there  was  a  good  deal  of  incredulity^  at  that  time),  that  the  Non-intrusion 
ministers,  aa  a  whole,  would  nobly  fulfil  the  pMges  they  had  made  to  their  Church 
and  conntiy.  But  when  the  memorable  day  arrived  that  witnessed  the  actual  fulfilment 
of  these  pledges,  I  felt  as  if  my  ministerial  strength  was  mightily  increased,  and  as 
if  I  might  now  make  professions  of  attachment  to  truth  that,  before  this,  might 
bare  been  suspected  aa  mere  bravado.  The  Sabbath  after  the  Disruption  soon  came. 
There  waa  only  one  minister  in  Dumfries  among  the  Disruption  ministers,  via.,  Mr. 
H'Kenaie,  of  St.  Mary's.  Where  was  he  to  preach  t  He  was  not  allowed,  schismatic 
aa  be  was  alleged  to  be,  to  enter  his  own  piulpit.  But  he  very  willingly  got  access 
to  mine.  I  preached  in  the  forenoon,  he  in  the  afternoon,  so  that  the  first  Free 
Church  sermon  that  was  preached  in  the  Queen  of  the  South  was  from  my  pulpit. 
Was  not  this.  Moderator,  an  incipient  union  between  the  Reformed  Presbj^rian 
and  Free  Chureheat  Was  it  not  the  old  mother  or  grandmother,  taking  up  the 
infiuit  Church  in  her  arms,  and  blessing  God  for  the  deliverance  He  had  wrought? 
Or,  to  look  at  it  in  another  light,  was  there  not  an  unconscious  private  marriage 
that  dmf  between  the  two  Churches  that  has  only  to-day  been  publicly  proclaimed  ] 
This  is  the  resson,  sir,  why  I  don't  feel  from  home  in  this  Assembly.  This  is  the 
reason  why  I  daink,  though  with  all  humility,  some  sort  of  right  to  be  here. 

Bot,  Moderator,  I  would  not  feel  at  ease  if  I  did  not  avail  myself  of  the  oppor- 
tunity, which  my  present  position  gives  me,  of  indicating  in  a  single  word  at  least 
one  of  the  aspects  in  which  I  think  this  Union  ought  to  be  looked  at,  and  that  is,  its 
bearing  on  the  Christian  and  moral  interests  of  our  land.  Those  interests  may  be 
viewed  aeparately,  yet  in  reality  they  are  combined.  The  theory  of  a  morality  de- 
tached from  piety  may  be  advocated ;  and  it  may  be  denied  that  there  is  any  insepar- 
able link  of  eonnection  between  what  is  doe  to  man  and  what  is  due  to  God,  between 
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Boand  morality  and  irae  religion.  Bat  any  morality  that  is  diyoroed  from  religion 
— any  morality  that  has  in  it  no  element  of  the  divine,  that  does  not  inclnde  th» 
rights  of  God  as  well  as  the  rights  of  man,  is  not  morality  in  any  Biblical  meaning 
of  that  word ;  for  the  Ten  Commandments,  which  I  hold  to  the  summary  of  moral 
daty,  embraces  the  claims  of  Qod  as  well  as  the  claims  of  man.  What  Pal^  calls  a 
devotional  morality,  a  morality  consecrated  and  enriched  by  fellowship  with  Ood 
and  with  His  Son — is  what  Holy  Scriptare  teaches  and  enjoins.  It  follows  from 
this,  then,  that  the  Chnrch  is  to  concern  Itself  with  the  morality  as  well  as  the 
religion  of  the  country  in  which  it  exists.  It  cannot  be  fidthfnl  to  its  DlTine  Head, 
it  cannot  be  loyal  to  the  King  of  nations.  If  it  does  not  seek  to  bring,  not  indindoals 
only,  bat  nations,  in  their  national  capacity,  into  religioaa  sabjection  to  God,  and 
moral  conformity  to  His  will. 

I  think  the  Churches  that  have  been  united  to<^ay  are  rery  much  at  one  aa 
regards  aiming  at,  and  being  contented  with  nothing  less,  than  nationalising  the 
Christian  religion,  by  which  I  mean  infusing  the  vital  element  of  religion  into  all 
our  national  affairs,  so  that  they  might  come  more  and  more  to  be  conducted  in  a 
spirit  of  responsibility  to  God,  and  under  the  guidance  of  His  law— a  law  at  once 
of  equity  and  love.  I  am  well  aware,  sir,  that  the  Union  that  has  just  taken  place, 
though  a  Union  of  Churches  as  snch,  in  which  there  is  a  mntnal  recognition  of 
equality,  is  yet  a  Union  in  which  there  is  a  vast  disproportion  between  the  two 
Churches  as  to  numbers,  and  to  the  public  influence  that  nnmbers  give.  And  thia 
being  the  case,  it  may  seem  arrogant  even  to  insinuate  that  a  Church  nnmerically 
80  small  as  the  one  to  which  the  Free  Church  has  to^lay  been  united,  oould  have 
any  perceptible  effect  on  the  spirit  and  aim  of  a  Church  so  powerful  as  that  of  the 
Pree  Church  of  Scotland.  But,  Moderator,  though  we  are  humble,  as  becomes  ns, 
we  are  not  abject.  We  are  not  willing  to  be  swallowed  up  by  this  great  Free 
Church  without  having  time  to  aay  a  word  for  ourselves  during  the  past;  yea,  we 
expect  to  live,  and,  if  possible,  to  some  purpose  within  the  Chnrch  to  which  we 
have  become  united.  For  although  it  be  true  that  there  is  great  strength  in 
numbers,  yet  there  are  other  elements  of  strength  as  well  aa  numbers.  The 
Reformed  Presbyterian  Chunsh  has  never  pretended  to  be  anything  else  than  little 
among  the  thousands  of  Judah.  An  unwise  and,  as  I  think,  an  indefensible  position 
was  taken  up  early  by  the  fathers  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Chnroh  aa  to  terma 
of  Christian  eommuuion.  These  terms  represented  the  proteating  and  witnesaing 
position  of  the  Church ;  and  when  viewed  in  this  light,  they  were  legitimate,  and 
did  good  service;  but  when  their  adoption  was  demanded  by  sdl  applicants  for 
admission  to  the  membership  of  the  ChriaUaa  Church,  they  were  put  out  of  their 
place,  and  became  to  many  a  stone  of  stumbling.  They  tended,  as  I  think,  to  keep 
our  numbers  small,  and  to  prevent  acceding  to  our  eoeleaiaatical  fellowship  many 
most  intelligent  and  excellent  Chriatian  people  who  heartily  improved  of  our  leading 
object  as  a  Chnreh.  But  although  our  tribe  has  been  but  a  small  one  among  the 
hosts  of  Israel,  it  has  not,  on  the  whole,  oonsisted  of  small  men ;  of  men  with  small 
limited,  narrow  alms.  Not  to  speak  of  the  aneeatiy  eommon  to  ns  with  othera,  the 
men  of  the  first  and  second  Betonnation ; — ^not  to  go  farther  baek  than  the  Revolu- 
tion, the  MacMillaos,  the  Fairleys,  the  Thorbums,  the  Hendeiaons,  the  Masons,  the 
Rowatts,  the  Symingtons,  the  Goolds,  were  not  little  men.  Most  of  them  were  men 
of  stature,  men  of  presence,  even  corporeally — and  as  preachers  of  the  Gospel  and 
witnesses  of  the  tmth,  they  were  men  who  would  have  adorned  and  enriched  any 
church  in  the  world.  It  is  quite  oertain  that  these  fathers  of  the  Reformed  Preaby* 
terian  Church,  along  with  the  preaching  of  the  Gospel  and  the  dispensing  of  solemn 
Ctiristian  ordinances,  never  had  their  eye  withdrawn  from  the  national  ameeta  of 
religion,  and  the  nationality  of  that  mortality  which  is  the  daughter  of  religion. 
And  this  laige  spirit— this  high  and  ennobling  aim — is  perhaps  the  most  valuable 
legacy  they  have  bequeathed  to  their  ecclesiastical  descendants. 

I  trust  then,  Moderator,  that  though  nnmerically  small,  we  will  be  an  element 
of  strength  in  the  larger  Church  to  which  we  have  become  united,  and  that  we  will 
help  you  in  giving  prominence  to  the  aim  of  bringing  Chnreh  and  State  alike  under 
Bubjeetion  to  the  King  of  kings  and  Lord  of  lords— which  snbjeotion  I  take  to  be 
the  culmination  and  crown  of  the  Church's  efforts  so  far  as  these  are  to  have  a 
triumph  in  the  present  world. 

The  Church  during  these  yean  passed  has  been  happily  roued  to  make  aggres- 
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sire  efforts  «ii  tkA  niiSMfl  of  society  thst  haye  been  allowed  to  grow  np  ootside  of 
the  pale  and  beyond  the  infloence  of  the  Chnreh-- efforts  that  haye  been  called 
eruigetjstie  to  distinguish  them  from  mere  zeal  on  behalf  of  soond  eTsngelical 
doctrine.  Let  ns  be  thankfal  for  these  efforts  and  the  spirit  that  has  originated 
them,  and  do  all  we  can  to  promote  them.  Bot  let  ns  not  forget  that  our  religion, 
while  it  is  personal,  is  not  indiTidnal  in  any  narrow  or  eaclusive  sense ;  it  deyelopes 
iUelf  into  domestic,  social,  and  dyil  life.  Our  religion  cannot  haye  any  less  lofty 
aim  than  the  kingdoms  of  this  world,  I>ecoming  Christian  kingdoms — the  kingdoms 
of  oar  Lord  and  of  His  Ohrist  It  cannot  be  perfectly  satisfied  till  this  result  is 
resebed.  The  preaching  of  our  great  Reformers,  while  it  was  both  eyaugelical  and 
ertngelistie,  had  always  in  it  a  national  bearing,  and  this  gaye  to  it  grandeur.  It  was 
10  also  with  the  fathers  of  Dissent  in  Scotland,  and  certainly  with  the  fathers  of  the 
Reformed  Presbyterian  Church,  who^  seldom  preaching  two  dajs  in  one  place,  were 
great  Scottish  evangelists,  as  well  as  witnesses  for  the  attainments  of  the  Reforma- 
tion. I  hope,  as  I  haye  said,  that  this  Union  will  contribute  to  make  us  aim  more 
and  more  at  bringing  all  the  influences  that  enter  into  social  and  ciyil,  as  well  as 
personal,  domestic,  and  ecelesisstic&l  life,  under  the  regulation  of  Qod's  law.  I 
hope,  that  we  will  be  stirred  up  to  pray  and  labour  more  than  oyer  for  nothing  short 
if  the  establishment  of  the  goyemment  of  Jesus  Christ  in  the  hearts  and  over  the 
condnot  of  all  our  people^  including  rulers,  supreme  and  snbordinate,  as  well  as 
niied. 

I  look  to-night  not  only  to  the  past^  but  to  the  future  of  the  Church  in  onr  own 
and  other  lands,  and  to  the  future  of  the  world  and  of  its  kingdoms ;  specially  do  I 
look  to  the  fatnre  of  these  Coyenanted  Isles  of  the  Sea,  and  yet  more  specially  to 
the  fotare  of  Coyenanted  Scotland.  Far  from  me  be  the  thought  of  limiting  my 
sympathies  to  my  natiye  Scotland,  or  circumscribing  them  within  these  sea-girt 
Iflles  of  the  Ocean.  The  King  to  whom  we  cherish  loyalty,  and  whose  reign  we 
desire  to  be  established  in  eyery  heart  and  household  of  our  natiye  land,  is  not  only 
the  King  of  Scotland,  bnt  the  King  of  Nations.  He  is  the  rod  who  was  to  come 
oat  of  the  stem  of  Jesse,  the  branch  who  was  to  grow  out  of  his  roots,  the  Sayiour- 
Prinee  who  was  to  be  the  Sayioar  and  the  Ruler  of  all  people.  Our  king  is  no 
loeal  or  national  Monareh,  but  a  uniyersal  Soyereign  whose  dominion  is  from  sea  to 
sea,  and  from  the  river  to  the  ends  of  the  earth.  But  these  cosmopolitan  views  and 
sympathies  are  not  incompatible  with  special  love  for  one's  own  land.  The  very 
rererse.  We  will  seek  the  welfare  of  other  lands  not  the  less  but  the  more,  by 
seeking  earnestly  tlie  good  of  our  own.  "Give  me  Scotland  or  I  die"  was,  I 
belieye,  the  paaslonate  cry  to  heaven  of  John  Knox,  the  magnanimous  Scottish. 
Befonner.  Would  it  be  arrogant  for  the  Free  Church  of  Scotland,  in  the  day 
of  its  union  with  its  little  sister,  the  Reformed  Church,  not  in  any  narrow  or 
sectarian,  bnt  in  a  truly  patriotic  and  catholic  sense,  to  catch  the  spirit  of  Knox, 
and  echo  his  cry, ''  Give  me  Scotland  or  I  die  Y*  This  implies,  however,  a  taking  a 
fresh  hold  of  Qed,  resolving  to  give  Him  no  rest  till  He  establishes  His  name  among 
OS,  and  make  it  glcvioua.  And  this  again  implies  a  spiritual  reviyal  of  the  Church, 
and  as  the  effect  of  such  revival  a  union  among  its  different  branches,  making  them 
become  one  great  branch  of  righteouaness  that  would  fill  the  land  with  the  fruits  of 
righteoQsness  that,  through  Jesus  Christy  would  be  the  praise  and  glory  of  God — 
making  them  to  boeome  one  stick  in  the  hand  of  the  Lord— one  sheepfold  presided 
07er  by  the  Chief  Shepherd  and  Bishop  of  Souls.  A  spiritually  revived  and  a 
spiritoaliy  re-nnited  Church,  such  as  we  have  predicted  in  the  87th  of  Ezekiel, 
voold  be  the  glory  of  old  Scotland,  and,  in  some  respects,  the  glory  of  all  lands. 
Is  it  too  much  to  expect  this  f  Is  it  too  high  for  us  to  attempt,  and  look  for  this 
"great  thing"  eoming  out  of  the  Union — ^insignificant  as  it  may  seem — that  has 
taken  place  to-day  1  The  ear  of  Jehovah  is  not  heavy  that  it  cannot  hear ;  the  arm 
of  the  Lord  is  not  shortened  that  it  cannot  save.  Awake,  awake,  put  on  strength, 
0  arm  of  the  Lord ;  awake  as  in  the  ancient  timesi  in  the  generations  of  old.  And 
if  we  cry  thus  ta  God,  let  ns  hear  God  crying  to  us — Awake,  awake,  put  on  thy 
strength,  0  Zion ;  pnt  an  thy  beautiful  garments,  0  Jerusalem,  the  holy  city ;  shake 
thyself  from  the  dnsl|  leoae  thyself  from  the  bands  of  thy  neck,  0  captive  daughter 
of  Zion. 

Dr.  BEGG,  who  was  received  with  lend  applause,  said— I  would  be  very  in- 
Muible  were  I  not  thoroughly  impressed  by  the  very  solemn  events  which  have 
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occurred  this  day— events  which  we  anticipated  with  great  latlafaetion,  bat  which  I 
am  inre  in  the  realisation  have  exceeded  all  our  ezpectationa.  We  desire  to  give 
God  all  the  thanks,  and  we  earnestly  pray  that  His  blessing  may  eontinue  amongst 
ns  and  greatly  follow  the  transactions  of  this  eventfol  day.  One  or  two  preliminary 
statements.  We  all  listened  with  the  most  profound  interest  and  satisfaction  to 
the  eloquent  address  of  Dr.  Goold — even  as  we  hare  now  listened  with  great  satis- 
faction to  the  address  of  Mr.  M'Dermid.  I  would  suggest  that  the  admirable  address 
of  Dr.  Goold  in  particular  should  be  showered  over  the  whole  country — ^so  as  both  to 
explain  the  principles  embodied  in  the  Union  which  has  taken  place,  and  to  illustrate 
and  yindicate  those  principles  which  this  United  Church  so  cordially  maiu tains. 
With  reference  to  my  excellent  friend,  Mr.  M'Dermid,  I  msy  require  to  explain — 
that  it  was  from  no  disinclination  to  occupy  his  pupil  in  Dumfries  that  the  circum- 
stance to  which  he  has  referred  occurred.  The  ftet  is,  that  I  did  not  know  that  he 
desired  me  to  occupy  his  pulpit.  I  myself  was  ordained  in  Dumfries,  and  left  it 
shortly  before  he  came  to  it ;  but  it  so  happened  that  in  the  arrangements  made  at 
that  time  I  was  sent  to  a  much  more  distant  part  of  the  field,  though  it  was  also  in 
the  south.  And  I  may  say,  in  confirmation  of  what  Mr.  M'Dermid  has  affirmed,  that 
whilst  we  received  a  welcome  from  many  in  those  distant  parts  of  Scotland,  from 
none  did  we  receive  a  more  cordial  welcome  than  from  the  Reformed  Presbyterians. 
I  may  also  mention  that  we  used  all  these  £sct8  in  reference  of  the  Covenanting 
struggle  to  illustrate  the  principles  which  we  maintained  and  supported.  I  myself 
am  an  immediate  deecendant  of  Covenanting  ancestors,  and  I  have  always  gloried 
in  tiiat  In  the  parish  in  which  I  was  bom  there  are  still  the  remains  of  the 
struggle  at  Bothwell  Brig,  to  which  a  detachment  was  sent  by  that-  parish,  and  in 
which  is  still  preserved  the  flag,  stained  with  blood  to  some  extent^  which  was  carried 
at  that  battlefield.  I  took  the  precaution,  at  the  Instance  of  the  person  to  whom  It 
belongs,  and  who  is  an  immediate  descendant  of  the  man  that  carried  it»  to  have  it 
renewed,  laid  down  anew,  and  preserved  on  a  fresh  groundwork  of  silk,  so  as  to 
guard  it  against  the  ravages  of  time,  so  far  as  it  was  possible.  I  mention  these 
tilings  for  the  purpose  of  reminding  all  whom  it  may  concern  that  we  always 
regarded  ourselves  as  in  some  respects  the  immediate  descendants  of  the  Covenanters, 
and  also  that  our  Church  has  ever  claimed  descent  from  all  the  men  who  have 
struggled  for  similar  principles  from  the  days  of  John  Knox,  Speaking  of  one  of 
our  visits  for  the  purpose  of  explaining  and  vindicating  our  Free  Church  principles 
when  I  came  to  the  town  of  Wigtown  In  the  South  of  Scotland,  I  fonnd  to  my 
astonishment  that  the  people  there  were  profoundly  ignorant  of  the  very  meaning  of 
what  we  were  struggling  about  I  remembered  that  one  of  the  most  remarkable 
events  connected  with  the  persecutions  occurred  at  that  place— that  two  women 
had  been  drowned  by  the  bloody  tyrants  of  those  days,  being  tied  to  stakes  at  the 
tide  mark,  and  drowned  by  the  returning  tide,  and  I  knew  that  one  of  them  had 
been  buried  in  the  churchyard  of  Wigtown.  I  said  to  some  of  these  ignorant  people, 
"  Will  yon  come  with  me  to  your  churchyard  1 "  and  we  did  go,  and  I  said,  '<  Look 
there  1  "—they  had  been  renewing  the  inscription  on  the  monument: — 

"  Let  earth  and  stone  still  witness  bear, 
There  lies  the  martyred  viigin  here : 
Martyred  for  owning  Christ  supreme 
Head  of  His  Church,  and  no  more  crime." 

I  said ''  These  are  our  principles,  and  here  is  the  evidence  that  as  in  the  times  gone 
by  the  tombs  of  the  prophets  may  be  built  and  the  sepulchres  of  the  righteous 
gsmished  by  those  who  are  truly  ignorant  of  the  principles  for  which  they  sufiered. 
The  doctrine  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church  of  the  universal  supremacy  of 
Christ  is  our  very  doctrine,  so  far  as  I  understand  it  That  doctrine  has  sometimea 
reference  to  His  Headship  over  all  things  to  the  Church,  and  sometimes  more 
immediate  reference  to  His  Headship  over  the  Church,  according  as  the  struggle 
advances  and  takes  varied  forms.  These  aspects  of  the  question  are  both  distinctly 
brought  out  in  the  fundamental  constitution  of  this  Church.  Both  these  priociples 
have  been  nobly  announced  to-day,  and  I  thoroughly  agree  with  what  Mr.  M'Dermid 
stated  as  to  the  duty  of  the  Church  to  apply  these  principles  universally  including 
all  ramifications  of  social  questions.  I  am  persuaded  that  we  take  narrow  views  of 
our  position  as  the  ministers  of  Christ.    We  look  too  much  at  comparatively  narrow 


THUBSDJLY,  MAY  25,  1876. — DB.  BEOO.  167 

•^oetrlne,  and  a  still  more  eomparatiyely  narrow  application  of  doctrine,  and  while 
the  great  aooial  mischiefs  of  oar  country  are  growing  np  aronnd  ns,  and  men  are 
attempting  to  deal  with  them  by  eyery  means  bat  the  right  ones,  I  believe  the 
Church  in  the  long  ran  will  be  foroed  to  take  op  her  trne  position  in  regard  to  all 
poblie  questions  and  deal  with  all  social  evils  In  connection  with  the  principles  of 
the  Word  of  Christy  He  himself  being  Boler  and  Qovernor  among  the  nations.  I 
rejoice  on  many  grounds  in  the  Union  which  has  tills  day  been  formed,  and  I  am 
eertain  that  the  element  which  has  been  united  to  our  Church  will  be  found  produc- 
tive of  the  greatest  possible  advantage.  There  are  many  aspects  in  which  that 
matter  may  be  viewed.  Some  of  what  are  called  the  peculiarities  of  the  Reformed 
Presbyterians  are  just  the  very  things  in  which  I  specially  rejoice.  They  are  not 
peculiarities  if  you  go  over  Scotland  generally,  for,  as  I  think  it  was  mentioned  to- 
day or  on  some  recent  occasion,  if  you  cross  the  Grampians  you  will  find  as  simple 
Presbyterians,  and  men  devoted  to  precisely  the  same  peculiarities  by  which  our 
friends  have  been  so  nobly  distinguished.  To  speak,  for  example,  of  singing  only 
the  Psalms  of  David  in  the  house  of  God,  I  do  not  wish  to  raise  any  debate  here 
and  now,  but  at  the  same  time  I  sing  only  the  Psalms  of  David  in  the  public  wor- 
ship of  the  sanotuary.  And  north  of  the  Grampians  you  will  find  that  universally 
the  same  practice  is  found.  (Cries  of  "  Ko,  no.")  Well,  you  may  be  altering  it» 
some  of  you.  Most  assuredly  that  was  the  state  of  things — I  believe  It  Is  generally 
the  state  of  things  still ;  and  we  know  that  the  Psalms  are  not  only  divinely  inspired, 
BO  that  we  know  we  are  offering  to  God  a  service  of  His  own  appointment,  bat  our 
version  of  the  Psalms  is  consecrated  by  the  most  glorious  memories  of  our  country 
Who  can  hear  the  lines — 

**  In  Jadah*B  land  God  is  well  known, 
His  name  In  Israel's  great,"    . 

without  remembering  the  straggle  of  Dramclog  t  Ko  Intelligent  Scotchman  eask 
eing  the  81st  Psalm, 

"  Into  thine  hands  I  do  commit  my  spirit^" 

without  thinking  of  Hugh  M'Eall.  Ko  one  can  sing  without  emotion,  remembering 
the  bloody  struggles  of  the  past  and  the  noble  l^lth  In  which  the  men  of  the 
Covenant  breathed  out  their  souls — 

**  Thou  art  my  hidhig-place,  thou  shalt 
From  trouble  keep  me  free ; 
Thou,  with  songs  of  deliverance^ 
About  shall  compass  me." 

And  did  we  not  during  the  Disraption  sing : — 

'*  When  Zion's  bondage  God  turned  back, 
As  men  that  dreamed  were  we  "  1 

I  remember  the  venerable  Dr  Hackellar  giving  out  with  great  power  the  linei— 

"  In  chariots  some  put  confidence. 
Some  horses  trust  upon, 
But  we  remember  will  the  name 
Of  our  Lord  God  alone." 

And  of  Dr.  K'Donald,  remarkably  adapting  himself  to  the  bold  and  peculiar  genius 
of  the  Highlanders,  giving  oat  this  Psalm : — 

**  Oft  did  they  vex  me  from  my  youth. 
May  Israel  now  declare ; 
Oft  did  they  vex  me  from  my  youth,. 
Tet  not  victorious  were." 

When  the  late  straggle  in  America  took  place.  It  has  been  said  that  they  could 
not  in  all  their  h^mn-books  find  a  war-song  to  sing,  and  they  required  to  go 
back  to  the  old  Psalms  of  David.  Well,  I  trast  that  we  will  all  to  some  extent 
imbibe  and  maintain  these  views.  And  whatever  may  be  said,  it  is  certain  that  In 
tinging  the  Psalms  which  God  has  prepared  we  cannot  be  wrong.  I  believe  also 
that  we  may  derive  a  very  important  lesaon  from  our  friends  in  connection  with 
predching.     They  all  hold  strongly  the  essential  doctrines  of  the  gospel,  and  my 
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recolleeiioDfl  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterians  are  all  connected  with  most  admirable 
preaching.  Mr.  M'Dermid  has  spoken  of  the  portlj  figures  of  some  of  these  men. 
Yon  may  rest  assured  that  the  physique  of  oratory  is  not  to  be  despised.  When  I 
was  in  Paisley,  where  I  had  a  most  excellent  servani — a  fine  old  woman,  a  United 
Presbyterian,  who  attended  the  ministry  of  Dr.  Smart,  and  she  said,  "  Oar  minister 
is  a  g^acy  man,  he  fills  the  e*e."  There  is  no  doubt  whatever  that  is  an  advantage. 
No  one  can  have  seen  and  heard  either  of  the  two  Dr.  Symingtons  without  knowing 
what  manly  forms  they  liad,  and  what  powerful  preachers  they  were.  And  I  remem- 
ber, as  if  it  were  yesterday,  hearing  Dr.  Mason  preaching  in  a  powerfal  way  to  a 
large  gathering  on  a  hillside  on  a  text  which  I  have  never  heard  preached  npon 
since :  "  Or  eyer  I  was  aware,  my  soul  made  me  like  the  chHriots  of  Amminadib.'' 
These  men  did  not  preach  short  essays  to  the  people,  but  good,  long,  ample  exposi- 
tions, full  of  sound  doctrine  and  full  illustrations  of  Scripture  truth.  *We  hear 
sometimes  in  the  present  day  that  the  pulpit  has  lost  its  power.  It  is  the  men 
in  it  that  hare  lost  their  power.  The  pulpitis  as  powerful  as  eyer;  but,  depend 
npon  it,  that  if  you  wish  the  people  to  come  and  listen,  you  must  have  some- 
thing to  say,  and  something  worth  listening  to.  Any  man  who  will  attend  the 
ministry  of  such  a  man  as  Mr.  Spurgeon  will  see  that  the  plainest  form  of 
worship,  if  it  be  only  connected  with  powerful  and  simple  preaching,  will  be 
g^atly  attractive.  Men  give  forth  small  and  pointless  homilies,  and  diluted 
statements  of  the  Word  of  Qod,  instead  of  preaching  the  truth  boldly,  and,  as  the 
apostle  said,  "not  shunning  to  declare  the  whole  counsel  of  God."  I  am  certain 
that,  instead  of  strong  doctrine  and  ample  sermons  being  found  to  be  a  disadvantage^ 
they  will  be  found  to  be  of  the  greatest  advantage.  These  old  ministers  preached 
in  that  style.  I  remember  a  worthy  woman  saying  in  connection  with  a  compara- 
tively  short  sermon,  as  it  was  thought  at  that  time— we  would  reckon  It  a  pretty 
fair  average  sermon — about  three-quarters  of  an  hour — she  said,  "It  was  nnoe 
scrimpit  wark."  The  older  Beformed  Presbyterians  would  only  have  been  warming 
to  their  work  in  that  time.  The  people  then  were  a  stem  and  noble  people,  loyeiB 
of  truth  and  fearless  themselyes  in  the  discharge  of  duty,  they  expected  the  minis* 
ters  to  be  the  same.  They  had  no  sympathy  with  sentimental  and  delicate  ministers. 
Dr.  Symington  once  told  me  a  story  of  a  minister  not  yery  robust,  who  was  about  te 
ascend  into  a  tent.  A  storm  had  arisen,  and  was  blowing  into  the  mouth  of  the  tent» 
and  coming  to  the  foot  of  the  ladder,  seeing  him  begin  to  shrink  back,  one  of  the  old 
women  clustering  sround  the  foot  of  it,  said — **  Oh,  gang  up,  man,  ye  should  spend 
and  be  spent  1"  In  answer  to  this  the  man  quietly  and  emphatteally  replied^ 
"  Yes,  but  no  a'  In  ae  day."  One  reason  why  I  greatly  ngoice  in  the  Union  with  this 
Church  is,  that  circumstances  seem  to  threaten  us  again  with  a  repetition  of  aome 
of  the  old  struggles.  We  all  know  that  Romanism  is  making  great  adyaneea— 
advances  in  Scotland,  but  far  greater  advances  in  England.  We  know  that  the  pre* 
sent  Dr.  Manning,  who  has  been  exalted  to  the  rank  of  Cardinal,  has  openly  avowed 
what  his  intention  is,  vis.,  to  reconquer  thia  land  for  the  Pope.  He  says,  "  England 
is  the  head  of  Protestantism,  the  centre  of  ita  moyements,  and  the  stronghold  of  ita 
powers.  Weakened  in  England  it  is  powerless  everywhere ;  conquered  in  England 
it  is  conquered  throughout  the  world.  Once  overthrown  here  all  is  but  a  warfare  of 
detail.  All  the  roads  of  the  whole  world  meet  in  one  point,  and  this  point  reached, 
the  whole  world  lies  open  to  the  Church's  will."  Now  we  are  yery  apt  to  Imagine 
that  Popery  is  changed,  and  that,  even  supposing  that  it  were  to  succeed,  no  great 
eyU  would  result.  But  this  is  impossible  from  the  very  nature  of  Romish  principles,, 
and  there  is  unquestionable  evidence  that  Rome  is  as  tyrannical  as  ever,  and  that  if 
she  ever  acquires  power  in  this  country  she  will  trample  under  foot  all  the  llbertiea. 
which  our  ancestors  have  secured  at  the  aaerifice  of  their  lives.  The  other  day,  in 
America,  the  following  decided  statement  was  made  in  a  Romish  journal : — "  We 
admit  that  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  ia  intolerant,  but  thia  intolerance  is  a  logical 
one,  and  a  necessary  consequence  of  her  infallibility.  She  alone  has  the  right  to  be 
Intolerant,  beciiuse  she  alone  possesses  the  truth.  The  Church  tolerates  heretica 
only  in  so  far  as  she  ia  compelled  thereto,  but  she  hates  them  with  a  deadly  hatred, 
and  exerta  all  her  power  towards  their  destruction.  As  soon  as  the  Catholics  here 
shall  attain  sufficient  minority  there  will  be  an  end  to  religious  freedom  in  the  United 
States.  Heresy  is  a  mortal  sin,  which  destroys  the  soul,  and  besides  it  is  a  conUb- 
gioua  disease,  and  it  is  for  thia  reason  that  all  truly  Christian  princes  extirpator 
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hereby  from  their  Statoi.  When  we,  therefore,  abstain  from  the  peneeution  of 
heretics  at  the  present  time,  we  repeat  it  distinctly  that  this  is  only  because  we  are 
too  weak."  l^ow,  the  old  Corenanters  anderstood  this  peril,  and  one  object  of  their 
iirtt  OoTonant  was  just  to  resist  the  attempts  of  Bome  to  re^^ain  sapremacy,  and  to 
trunple  them  under  foot.  Some  people  attempt  to  represent  these  Covenants  as  deeds 
of  intolerance,  whereas  they  were  fhuned  in  self-defence.  They  were  gnaraotees  of 
liberty,  and  so  in  like  manner  was  the  Solemn  League  and  CovenaDt.  It  was  a  Cuto- 
Bsnt  sgainst  prelacy,  a  system  from  which  Scotland  has  greatly  suffered.  And  I  fear 
that  whilst  in  England  the  prelatic  system  seems  to  be  working  Rome's  work,  aud 
therefore  is  to  be  dreaded  on  that  account,  we  are  not  without  danger  in  oor  own 
country.  I  see  proposals  made  by  eminent  men  which,  in  my  opinion,  would  end 
in  the  first  place  in  that  semi- Popish  prelacy  which  too  much  preyails  where  pre- 
Iscy  prevaila  at  all  in  Scotland,  and  ultimately  would  land  us  in  the  grasp  of 
Borne.  Kow,  I  do  not  propose  now  and  here  to  renew  the  Covenants,  but  I  for  one 
believe,  in  a  definite  sense,  in  the  obligations  of  the  Coyenants  which  already  exist, 
snd  also  thai  in  all  human  probability  the  Protestanta  of  thie  country  may  be  drlyen 
to  join  themaelTCS  together  again,  as  our  Corenanting  ancestors  did,  against  a 
Tariety  of  present  enemies,  against  infidelity — for  there  is  nothing  more  intolerant 
than  iiifid^ity,whers  It  has  the  power — ^and  against  those  other  enemies  with  which 
oor  sneestors  stmggled.  I  wUl  giro  you  an  illostration  te  confirm  what  Mr.. 
M'Dermid  baa  said  abont  the  laige  spirit  by  which  the  Reformed  Presbyterians 
hsre  always  been  characterised.  It  is  not  much  to  mske  Coyenants  in  such  a  land 
ss  this,  but  it  is  a  remarkable  fi^t  that,  in  connection  with  the  various  evils  and 
enemies  widch  are  springing  op  against  religion  in  America,  the  Reformed  Presby* 
terians  have  made  a  new  Covenant  for  the  very  purpose  of  meeting  and  resisting 
thoie  evils ;  and  I  will  read  yon  a  short  eatract  from  the  assertion  of  objects  and 
principles  laid  down  on  that  occasion.  It  is  very  interesting  to  think  of  a  Covenant 
being  sworn  nt  Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania,  in  May  1871.  The  Rev.  Dr.  Sloane  on 
that  hiteresting  occasion  8ai4 : — "  We  pledge  ourselves  in  our  bond  that  no  effort 
shall  be  spared  to  make  our  beloved  country  a  kingdom  of  our  Lord  and  of  His 
Christ  The  old  bine  banner  of  the  Covenant  which  our  fathers  unfurled  to  the 
battle  and  the  breex8  bore  for  its  inscription, '  For  Christ's  Crown  and  Covenant.' 
Shortly  after  the  Disruption  of  the  Bstablished  Church,  the  eloquent  Guthrie  said — 
This  storm  has  blown  ont  the  old  banner  until  we  read, '  For  Christ's  Crown.'  Let 
it  blow  a  little  longer  and  a  little  stronger,  and  we  shall  read  the  entire  motto, 
'For  Christ's  Crown  and  Covenant.'  That  prayer,  alas,  is  yet  nnfiilfiUed  in  the 
Isnd  of  our  Covensnt  fathers.  But  here  to-day  we  bind  ourselves  to  endeavour  to 
hasten  the  time  when  the  meteor  flag  of  our  country,  the  starry  emblem  of  its 
power,  shall  Hoat  over  a  land  in  covenant  with  Qod,  recogifising  His  Son,  and 
owning  allegianee  to  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  And  may  God  hasten  it  in  His  time  I 
And  noW|  dear  brethren^  let  us  with  united  hearts,  with  sincerity  of  purpose,  with 
fervent  prayer  to  the  God  of  all  grace  to  make  us  perfect,  stablish,  strengthen,  and 
■ettle  us,  and  with  onr  hearts  lifted  up  with  our  hands  to  God  in  the  heavens,  carry 
oot  onr  long-cherished  and  deliberate  purpose  to  Join  ourselves  to  the  Lord  in  a 
perpetnsl  oovenant  tliat  shall  not  be  forgotten."  Let  ua  as  a  United  Church  cor- 
dially re-echo  these  noble  and  patriotic  aspirations,  as  urgently  required  for  Britain 
SB  for  America.  Onr  main  object  in  the  meantime  should  be  to  do  our  Master's 
work  in  our  aeyeral  departments.  It  is  delightful  to  find  any  indication  of  a  deep 
■ad  growing  interest  in  the  kingdom  of  Christ  in  our  own  land,  and  I  trust  that  this 
will  not  only  increase,  but  that  it  will  radiate  forth  in  more  determined  efforts  to 
eonqner  the  world  on  behalf  of  the  Lord  and  of  His  Christy  "  How  beautiful  on 
the  mountains  are  the  feet  of  them  that  publish  salvation,"  and  what  is  it  t  "  That 
isy  unto  SSion,  thy  God  reigneth."  That  is  the  proclamation  of  the  gospel,  as  well  as 
"  Come  unto  me,  aU  ye  that  labour  and  are  heavy  laden,  and  I  will  give  you  rest" 
Bat  in  connection  with  all  let  us  never  forget  that  our  commission  to  preach  at  aU 
eomes  from  Him  who  says,  **  All  power  is  given  unto  me  in  heaven  and  on  earth.'* 
Let  us  humbly  and  earnestly  look  up  to  Him  as  alone  able  to  keep  us  from  fallings 
to  itrengthen  ns  for  doty,  and  to  crown  our  efforts  with  an  abuhdant  bleasing.  We 
do  most  oordislly  welcome  our  friends  into  oux  fellowship,  and  hope  and  pray  that 
the  Union  which  has  now  been  eonsnmmsted  Aay  greatly  tend  to  the  glory  of  God 
and  the  good  of  the  Church.    We  earnestly  desire  that  we  may,  in  oomBmniog 
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and  in  kindly  interoonna  with  all  who  love  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  in  this  land«  seek 
to  make  it  a  delightsome  land,  wliioh  the  Lord  shall  blesi.  Welcome,  then,  after 
the  solemn  transactions  of  this  day,  sons  of  the  Corenant^  who  have  long  endnred 
hardness  as  good  soldiers  of  Jesas  Christ  Let  as  stand  together,  and,  by  the 
blessing  of  God,  contend  earnestly  for  the  iisith  once  delivered  to  the  lainU,  in  the 
language  of  another — 

"  Bearing  aloft  our  Zion's  standard. 

Crimsoned  o*er  with  martyrs'  blood ; 
It  hath  waved  through  lapse  of  ages, 
Undestroyed  by  fire  or  flood. 

"  On  the  field  of  bloody  conflict, 
It  hath  waved  amid  the  strife, 
And  our  fathers  to  preserve  it 
Perilled  fortune,  home,  and  life." 

Principal  BAINT  introduced  Professor  Calderwood,  Convener  of  the  Coiflmittee 
of  the  United  Presbyterian  Synod,  appointed  to  present  the  congratulations  of  that 
body  to  the  United  Church. 

Professor  CALDEBWOOD  said — Moderator,  fathers  and  brethren  of  this  united 
Assembly,  we  appear  amongst  you  to  convey  the  congratulations  of  the  United 
Presbyterian  Church  on  the  occasion  of  the  Union  this  day  consummated.  As  the 
convener  of  the  committee  to  whom  this  pleasant  duty  has  been  entrusted,  it  is  my 
part  to  read  the  minute  of  Synod  authorising  our  appearance  on  this  occasion  : — 
'<  Synod  Hall,  Edinburgh,  28d  May,  1876,  wMch  day  the  Synod  met  and  was  eonstl- 
tnted,  inter  alia.  The  following  resolution  was  adopted: — In  view  of  the  ap- 
proaching Union  of  the  Free  and  Reformed  Presbyterian  Churches  in  Scotland,  and 
in  view  of  its  coincidence  with  the  Union  of  the  English  section  of  the  United 
Presbyterian  Church  and  the  English  Presbyterian  Church,  wMch  last  Union  is  to 
include  the  Beformed  Presbyterian  congregation  in  Liverpool,  the  Synod,  in  the 
spirit  of  brotherly  love  commended  by  our  Lord,  agrees  to  convey  its  eongratnla* 
iions  to  the  sister  Churches  in  Scotland  on  the  occasion  of  their  Union,  and  resolves 
to  appoint  a  committee  to  convey  these  cougratulations  in*name  of  the  Synod.* 
Such  is  the  resolution  passed  by  our  Synod,  and  on  account  of  the  passing  of  which 
we  as  deputies  are  here  to-night.  I  further  take  the  liberty  of  reading  the  names 
of  iJbe  deputation  as  appointed — ^Bev.  John  Rankine,  Cupar-Fife,  Moderator ;  Bev. 
Dr.  M'Gavin,  Dundee,  ex- Moderator ;  Bev.  Professor  Cairns,  D.D. ;  Bev.  Dr.  Bruce; 
•Bev.  Dr.  Peddie;  Bev.  Dr.  Young,  Glasgow;  Bev.  Patrick  W.  Bobertaon,  B. A., 
College  Street,  Edinburgh,  which  last  name  you  will  allow  me  to  dwell  upon  as  one 
«f  the  series  of  links  which  indicate  the  closeness  of  the  ties  between  the  United 
Presbyterian  Church  and  the  Free  Church.  With  these  ministers  are  the  following 
elders — Bobert  Tonng,  Esq. ;  Hugh  Bamett,  Esq, ;  David  C.  Tannahill,  Esq.,  all 
•of  Glasgow ;  William  Paterson,  Esq. ;  John  Bum,  Esq. ;  and  Professor  Calderwood 
(convener),  all  of  Edinburgh.  The  Rev.  Dr.  Peddie  and  Bev.  J>r,  Young  are  un- 
avoidably absent.  It  is  not  my  part  to  take  a  share  in  the  work  to-night  in*  the 
way  of  making  any  speech,  but  you  will  allow  me,  as  convener  of  the  committee,  to 
say  that  we  are  here  to  join  hesit  and  soul  in  the  prayer  that  the  great  Head  of  the 
Church  may  bless  this  Union,  and  make  it  effectual  for  the  quickening  of  evangelical 
life  throughout  our  country,  for  spreading  the  spirit  of  unity  amongst  the  Churches, 
and  the  spirit  of  missionary  seal,  and  for  giving  us  more  and  more  an  earnest^ 
devout,  devoted,  and  highly  cultured  minist^  to  proclaim  the  glad  tidings  of  the 
gospel  of  peace.  These  are  our  feelings,  and  with  these  feelings  we  rejoice  very 
greatly  in  appearing  amongst  you  to-night.  I  conclude  simply  by  stating  that,  at 
onr  unanimous  request,  the  Moderator  of  the  Synod  and  the  Biev.  Professor  Cairns 
will  address  the  Assembly. 

The  Bev.  JOHN  BANKIli]^  (who  was  loudly  applauded)  sald^-Moderaior,  and 
fathers  and  brethren  of  the  Free  Church  of  Scotland,  my  friend  Professor  Calderwood 
has,  with  his  usual  ability  and  clearness,  stated  the  object  for  which  we  appear  be- 
fore yon  this  evening,  and  the  only  regret  which  I  have  is,  that  the  United  Presbyte- 
rian Church  should  not  be  represented  on  this  auspicious  occasion  by  one  of  its  mem- 
bers better  known  to  public  fame  tlln  I  am,  and  more  fuUy  qualified  to  discharge 
iihe  dnty  to  which  I  am  now  called.    Under  the  sense  of  this  feeling  I  am  not,  how- 
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-VTcr,  OTanrhelmed,  knowing  tbat  I  am  to  be  sneeeeded  hj  mj  belored  friend  and 
IvoUier,  the  Bey.  Profeasor  Oaima,  who  is  at  once  the  apostle  of  union  and  the 
&ithfal  Achates  of  erery  honest  and  well-meaning  advocate  of  a  eaose  whioh  if 
and  most  be  dear  to  the  exalted  King  and  Head  of  the  Choreh. 

In  proceeding  to  the  diseliarge  of  the  dot/  before  me,  there  are  two  qnestiona 
BQggeated  to  mj  mind,  and  in  answering  these  mj  commission  will  be  discharged. 
TlioM  questions  are,  in  what  eharacter  and  with  objects  do  we  appear  amongst  yon 
this  eroningt 

In  nnawer  to  the  former  of  these,  I  notice  that  we  are  here  as  the  friends  of  our 
common  Lord.  Sin  is  a  diriding,  a  disintegrating  principle — separating  man  from 
hia  Maker,  separating  sinful  men  from  the  holy  angels,  and  men  from  their  fellows; 
so  that  the  history  of  the  past  jostifies  the  scriptural  description  of  the  heathen, 
hateful  and  hating  one  another.  Jesus  Christ  has,  however,  come  for  the  purpose 
of  remoTing  these  and  all  other  consequences  of  sin.  He  has  appeared  as  the 
roeonelleT,  Uie  reuniter  of  God  and  man — the  reuniier  of  man  and  the  holy  beings 
in  the  unirerse,  and  of  man  and  man.  For  this  He  suffered ;  for  this  He  died ;  for 
this  He  reviyed,  and  is  now  exalted  and  made  Head  o? er  all  things  to  the  Church. 
And  going  back  to  the  great  purpose  of  the  mediatorial  work,  we  find  It  expressed 
in  these  words — ''God  hath  purposed  that  in  the  dispensation  of  the  fulness  of 
times  He  might  gather  together  in  one  all  things  in  Christ,  both  which  are  in 
heaven  and  wliieh  are  on  earth,  even  in  Him,"  &e.  As  the  friends  of  Jesus  we  are 
here  thia  evening  to  rejoiee  in  the  fulfilment  of  that  petition  in  His  intercessory 
prayer,  that  His  people  may  be  one.  We  are  here  to  rejoice  with  yon  on  the 
breaking  down  of  the  middle  wall  of  partition  between  two  sections  of  His  Church, 
and  In  the  partial  fulfilment  of  His  purpose,  even  the  gathering  together  of  all 
things  in  Christ*  the  second  Adam.  With  John  the  Baptist  we  may  say — **  He  tbat 
hath  the  bride  ia  the  bridegroom,  but  the  friend  of  the  bridegroom  which  standeih 
and  heareth  him  rejoioeth  greatly  because  of  the  bridegroom's  voice."  Our  joy, 
therefore,  ia  fulfilled. 

Once  more,  Koderator,  we  appear  amongst  you  this  evening  as  belonging  to  a 
C*horeh  which  is  the  fruit  of  union,  or  rather  unions.  Previous  to  1820  there  were 
four  sections  of  the  Beoession  Church,  exclusive,  of  course,  of  the  Beformed  Presby« 
teriana  and  the  Belief;  but  in  that  year  two  of  these  happily  united  and  constituted  the 
United  Seeeaaion  Church.  That  Union  proved  a  great  blessing  to  the  brethren  who 
were  united,  and  to  the  countiy  at  large.  I  was  not  present  at  its  consummation, 
bnt  I  remember  well  the  thanksgiving  and  praises  that  were  offered  up  in  connec- 
tion with  the  joyous  event.  Hitherto  the  cause  of  Dissent  had  been  disfigured  and 
-weakened  by  its  divisions,  but  then  for  the  first  time  in  our  land  the  dore  was  seen 
returning  with  the  olive  branch,  announcing  that  the  waten  of  discord  and  diviaion 
had  so  far  abated.  In  1847  there  was  another  Union  between  the  United  Secession 
nnd  the  Relief  Churches,  and  that  constituted  the  United  Presbyterian  Church,  which 
body  we  represent  here  this  evening.  I  had  the  great  pleasure  of  being  present  at 
the  eonanmmation  of  that  Union  in  Tsnfield  Hall,  a  place  associated  with  interesting 
reeollections  in  the  minds  of  many  of  the  senior  members  of  this  Court  In  this 
aeoond  Union  we  have  the  threefold  cord  which  is  not  easily  broken ;  and  as  numerous 
blessinga  to  ourselves  and  to  the  world  have  flowed  from  that  Union,  we  would  have 
seemed  to  belie  our  own  history  as  a  Church,  and  to  be  ungrateful  to  Gtod  for  the 
many  merciea  wherewith  He  has  crowned  us,  if  we  had  declined  to  be  present  with 
yon  this  evening. 

But  again.  Moderator,  we  represent  a  Synod  which  during  the  past  week  was 
engaged  in  laying  a  eostly  offering  on  the  altar  of  union.  One  part  of  our  business 
waa  separating  l^om  our  Jurisdiction  upwards  of  a  hundred  of  our  congregations  in 
Bngland,  wi^  the  view  of  a  Union  being  formed  between  them  and  the  English 
Presbyterinn  Church.  That  separation  was  to  some  of  us  a  very  painful  one.  It 
was  like  cutting  off  a  right  hand  or  plucking  out  a  right  eye,  and  we  are  only 
xeeoneiled  to  tiie  sacrifice  by  the  confident  expectation  that  a  strong,  United  Presby- 
terian Chnroh  in  England  will  act  as  a  barrier  against  the  tide  of  Bationalism, 
Bitnaiiam,  and  Popery,  which  is  threatening  to  sweep  away  the  evangelism  of  that 
portion  of  our  beloved  land.  In  the  matter  of  union,  your  Assembly  of  1876  and 
onr  Synod  of  1876  hare  been  travelling  in  the  same  direction,  and  1  hambly  think, 
Moderator,  thai  if  the  desire  for  union  is  to  be  measured  by  Uie  sacrifice  that  a 
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Chnroli  is  ready  to  make  for  it>  we  have  no  eanae  to  be  ashamed.  In  your  eaae  it 
seems  all  gain.  In  our  case  there  is  loss — loss  of  numbers,  loss  of  resonrces,  oon- 
leqaently,  in  the  eye  of  the  world,  loss  of  strength  and  inflaence,  bnt  doing  this  iit 
iUth,  as  I  believe  it  has  been  done,  we  can  look  forward  with  all  oonfidenoe  to  ih» 
reward.  **  There  is  that  glTeth  and  yet  inoreaaeth."  We  have  been  giving,  and  wo 
may  confidently  expect  the  increase.  May  I  add  what  comes  after,—*'  There  ia  that 
wlthholdeth  more  than  is  meet,  and  it  tendeth  to  poverty/'  I  believe  if  we  had 
withheld  at  this  time,  as  some  of  oar  dear  brethren  were  desirons  of  doing,  it  would 
have  tended  to  poverty.  That  man  that  goeth  forth  weepings  bearing  precioos  aeed, 
shall  return  bringing  his  sheaves  with  him. 

Having  thus  vindicated  our  right  to  be  here,  yon  will  grant  me  a  few  minntes 
while  I  mention  the  special  object  for  which  we  have  come.  We  are  not  here*  cer* 
tainly,  to  review  yonr  order  of  procedore  in  prosecuting  tUs  bosiness.  We  are  nol 
here— Boman-like  or  Rob-Roy-liko— to  lay  violent  hands  on  Principal  Rainy  on  the 
one  hand,  or  Dr.  Begg  on  the  other,  in  order  to  have  another  Union.  We  do  not 
approve  of  compulsory  principles  in  religion.  We  are  here.  Moderator,  to  eongratnlate 
yon  as  a  ITnited  Church.  We  are  here  to  rejoice  with  you  over  the  lost  piece  of  silyex 
which  you  have  found— a  very  precioos  piece  of  silver — a  genuine  piece  of  silven. 
We  are  here  to  ei\joy  the  feast  of  love  that,  you  have  provided  for  os,  or  rather  which 
the  God  of  love  has  provided.  We  are  here  to  take  part  in  your  praises  and  thanka* 
givings.  We  are  present  to  unite  in  sincere  and  fervent  prayers  to  the  Most  High 
God  that  this  happy  Union  may  be  blessed  more  espeeAally  to  the  two  honound 
denominations  that  have  this  day  been  made  one,  that  yoo  may  enjoy,  in  a  meaanro 
larger  than  you  have  ever  done,  times  of  refreshing  from  the  presence  of  the  Lord^ 
and  that  in  the  hand  of  God  you  may  be  made  a  blessing  both  at  home  and  alwoad. 

To  some  it  may  appear  that  our  present  position  is  that  of  the  rejected  lover  or 
rival,  and  as  such  a  delicate  one.  Kow,  on  that  point  I  do  not  enter  farther  than 
to  say  that  we  have  no  pettishneas,  no  grudges  in  regard  to  the  past;  and  to  my 
mind  there  are  two  considerations  that  reconcile  me  to  oar  present  position. 

In  the  first  place,  the  United  Presbyterian  Church,  of  which  I  am  Moderator,  and 
of  whose  honour  I  am  specially  jealous,  is  at  present  in  a  most  prosperous  condition. 
I  rejoice  to  be  in  circumstances  to  say  this,  and  I  am  sure  yon  are  equally  glad  to  hear 
it.  In  membenhip,  in  attendance  on  Sabbath-schools  and  Bible-classes,  in  missionary 
agents  at  home  and  abroad,  and  in  financial  resonrees,  she  has  made  great  progreaa 
during  the  past  year.  The  Lord  can  bless  yoo,  and  He  can  also  bless  us.  Giving 
doth  not  impoverish  Him.  As  I  said  in  dosing  the  proeeedings  of  our  own  Synod, 
so  I  venture  to  repeat  it  here— -The  Lord  hath  done  great  things  for  us,  whereof  wo 
may  be  glad. 

The  other  consideration  which  reconciles  me  to  our  present  position  is  the  proapaei 
that  we  have  next  month  of  a  happy  union  in  England  with  a  section  of  the  Chorck 
that  is  <*sib"  to  yon,  and  also  with  the  Reformed  Preabyteiiana  in  England — another 
piece  of  the  silver  that  has  been  found.  That  is  the  first  instalment  of  our  reward  for 
the  sacrifice  that  we  have  laid  on  the  altar  of  nnion,  and  only  the  first  instalmeatb 

I  am  not  going  beyond  my  commission  when  I  say  Uiat  I  have  faith  in  fatoro 
unions,  just  because  I  believe  in  the  promise  of  God,  and  becanse  I  believe  that  Chrisfs 
interceasoiy  prayer  will  be  heard.  I  say  nothing,  Moderator,  as  to  the  time.  It 
may  not  be  in  my  time,  and  it  may  not  be  in  your  time;  bnt  it  will  be  in  God's 
time — ^in  the  fulness  of  the  times— the  right  time  to  Him — the  due  season-— when 
the  faith  of  His  people  shall  have  been*  tried ;  and  when  He,  in  His  glory,  shall 
appear  to  favour  Zion,  and  to  boUd  np  the  walls  of  Jerusalem.  Meantime,  brethren,, 
let  us  remember  that  he  that  aoweth  and  he  that  reapeth  shall  rejoice  together;: 
and  if  we  scatter  the  seeds  of  nnion  by  oar  words,  and  spirit^  and  prayers,  let  tho 
reaping  time  come  when  it  may,  we  shall  assuredly  rqjoioe  together. 

Dr.  CAIRNS,  who  was  received  with  loud  and  prolonged  eheering,  said — 
Moderator,  Others  and  brethren  of  this  united  Assembly — I  join  with  all  my  hearty 
not  only  for  myself,  but,  I  am  sure,  for  all  tiie  United  Presbyterian  Church,  of 
which  I  have  the  honour  this  eveniog  of  being  a  deputy,  in  addreiising  my  congrata« 
lations  to  yon  on  this  most  impressive  and  deeply  intereating,  and,  I  moat  add». 
hiatorieal  Union.  There  haa  been  done  this  day  something  that  will  have  issnes  in 
the  fntore,  that  will  have  issnes  for  the  Churches  thus  united,  and  that  will  havo 
issaes  far  beyond^-issnes  extending  to  the  whole  Presbyterian  Chnroh — issaea  in  ik. 
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real  and  tnie  aeiiae  extending  to  the  whole  Charoh  of  Chrut«  and  eren  to  the  whole 
wotid.  Moderator,  the  oeeasion  U  so  great  that  I  feel  unequal  to  do  justice  to  ity 
and  any  one  who  hiaa  taken  part  aa  a  spectator  in  the  solemnities  of  this  day  must 
hsTe  felt  that  he  waa  laying  up  one  of  the  most  precious  memories  of  his  whole  life. 
I  join  in  all  our  Modefator  haa  said  in  the  way  of  congratulations,  and  if  there  be 
one  thing  more  than  another  in  which  I  desire  to  join  with  you  it  is  this,  that  we 
donoteome  here  to  lament  lost  battles  or  to  raise  old  issues  in  connection  with 
Christian  unity.  I  would  be  prepared  even  to  say,  **  Let  the  dead  past  bury  its 
dead."  Bnt  I  am  restrained  from  doing  so  by  the  belief  that  the  past  ia  not  dead. 
I  am  reatralned  from  saying  so  of  the  past  as  it  has  had  an  important  connection 
with  tiie  Union  of  this  day,  and  of  the  Union  to  which  we  are  looking  forward  (aa 
already  alluded  to)  on  £nglish  aoil.  I  cannot  but  recall  to  mind  the  seasons  of  in- 
tereourae  with  brethren  of  this  Church,  now  so  happily  united,  and  with  the  Sngliah 
Prasbyierian  Church  in  oor  Union  Committee,  I  recall  the  memories  of  beioTcd 
fikthers  and  brethren — I  do  not  speak  of  the  living,  I  speak  of  the  departed  men 
like  Banneiman,  Candllah,  Buchanan,  Quthrie,  Fairbairn,  Lumsden.  I  am  eon* 
strained  to  add — I  ahonld  be  doing  injustice  to  my  own  feelings  if  I  did  not  add, 
Forbea  and  Qibeon.  I  call  up  the  memory  of  brethren  of  the  English  Presbyterian 
Chorsh — 0r.  James  Hamilton  and  Dr.  Thomas  M'Grie,  and  of  honoured  and  be- 
lored  brethren  of  our  own  United  Preabyterian  Church,  whom  we  lament  too  soon 
remored  from  us — Johnston,  Bobeon,  Finlayson,  M*Bwen,  and  others.  I  call  up 
the  eonntenaneea  and  labours  of  these  beloTcd  fathers  and  brethren,  and  I  venture 
to  think  they  had  aome  connection,  and  not  an  unimportant  connection,  with  the 
proeeedinga  and  transactions  of  this  day.  I  will  say,  whatever  waa  dead  in  these 
efforta  and  feelings,  whatever  bore  the  stamp  and  impress  of  human  infirmity  and 
imperfeotion,  let  that  infirmity  and  imperfection  not  only  be  regarded  as  dead,  but 
let  it  be  buried,  let  it  desoend  to  the  grave  and  have  no  reaurrectlon.  But  wha^ 
ever  was  tmly  living  in  these  transactions  and  these  eonsnltationa  and  proceedings, 
whatever  waa  in  them  of  the  divine  in  eontradistinction  from  the  human,  and  I 
believe  there  waa  ao  much  of  the  divine  in  them  as  to  make  them  one  of  the  most 
instraetlve  and  interesting  passages  in  the  history  of  the  whole  Catholic  Ohurch 
Chriatian  nnion«  I  say,  I  wiih  perpetuated.  For  th«t  I  claim  vitality ;  and  In  regard 
to  that  which,  begun  in  weakness  and  human  ln6rmity,  I  rejoice  to  think  that  these 
issaea  are  in  Qod's  time,  aa  has  been  already  stated — and  who  shall  wiah  any  time 
bai  Hia  t*-travelling  to  a  realisation  and  a  oonanmmatien. 

Modeiator,  fitthers  and  brethren,  I  hail  the  event  of  this  day  aa  a  great  step  in 
the  right  direction.  It  la  the  healing  of  the  breaches  of  our  I^resbyterianism ;  the 
recovery  of  our  covenanted  uniformity ;  for,  although  we  do  not  perfaapa  look  back 
in  every  point  of  view,  at  least  all  of  us  in  the  United  Presbyterian  Church,  with  the 
aame  eyea  en  the  transaetiona  of  the  covenanting  period,  we  should  be  most  unworthy 
of  eataelvea,  we  ahonld  not  be  Scotchmen  or  Preabyterians,  if  we  did  not  cherish  the 
memories  of  the  heroes  and  Bsartyra  of  the  Covenant  as  warmly  and  faithfully  aa 
any  Beformed  or  Free  Churchman  in  the  world.  And  I  may  mention  this,  jnat  by 
the  way,  that  we  have  one  in  our  United  Presbyterian  Church  who  can  not  only  go 
1«ck  in  Ilia  lineage  to  covenanUng  times,  but  who  ia  a  lineal  descendant  of  John 
Knox  himaelil  I  elaim  for  us  as  close  a  connection  in  all  deep  and  vital  respects 
with  the  eovenanUng  period  as  any  other  section  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  our 
land,  and  I  trust  we  ahall  be  able  to  carry  out  the  spirit  of  those  covenanting  trans- 
aetiona and  efforts  in  striving  to  make  religion  national — ^and  striviog  to  do  so  in 
harmony  with  the  great  and  noble  principle  of  our  common  confession,  the  eon- 
fesalon  made  for  ns  by  the  Covenanters,  or  those  that  went  before  them,  "  God  ia 
Lerd  of  the  oonaeienee,  and  He  haa  left  it  free." 

I  am  not  here  to  speak  lightly  of  distinctive  principles.  Some  of  my  friends 
and  brethren  in  the  United  Presbyterian  Church  think  there  is  some  defect  in  my 
vision  in  regard  to  distinctive  principles,  and,  perhaps,  there  may  be  an  infirmity, 
and  it  may  even  be  increasing  with  the  lapse  of  years.  But  I  could  never  for  one 
moment  think  of  speaking  lightly  of  the  diatinctive  principles  of  Christian  Churches. 
Were  yon  to  take  away  the  distinctive  principles  of  Christian  Churches,  how  many 
glorioua  pasaagea  of  Church  history  would  you  blot  out  and  destroy )  What  testi- 
monies wonld  be  removed  from  the  pages  of  Church  history  from  even  a  comparatively 
early  period,  when  the  Chriatian  Church  waa  comparatively  unknown,  on  the  one 
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band,  igtlnst  the  emn  of  the  maltitode,  and  on  tlio  other  hand  agalnai  the  mnm  oT 
kingi  and  ralen ;  what  paesigei  woold  be  remoTed  in  eonneetion  with  some  of  the 
greatest  namea  in  Chnreh  hiatorj ;  how  pale  the  eolonr,  for  example*  of  aaeh  namea 
aa  thoie  ao  often  referred  to  this  day — Benwiek  and  Cameron ;  how  pale  wonld  be 
the  namea  of  snch  men  aa  Henderson  and  Chalmera  were  ail  distinetlFe  prindplea  to 
be  disregarded  and  thought  lightly  oft  Bot  it  is  not  for  me,  attaehed  as  I  am  wiCh 
profoond  eonrietion  to  the  United  Presbyterian  Chureh,  and  to  the  memory  of  ita  fomn- 
ders,  Erskine  and  Gillespie,  to  speak  of  distinetive  prioelpiea  aa  if  these  were  of  amall 
and  minor  importance.  Jast  in  the  degree  in  whieh  distinetlve  principles  are  im» 
portanty  jost  in  that  degree  it  is  the  duty  of  chnrehes  to  oontend  earnestly  for  them 
as  inclnded  in  and  giring  a  colour  to  the  faith  onee  delirered  to  the  aainta ;  and  In 
the  same  degree,*  in  whieh  there  is  attachment  to  distinetire  principles,  do  distinetlTe 
principles  reoeire  adyantage  when  they  prove  compatible  with  the  oanae  of  Chris- 
tian unity  itaelfl  Attachment  to  Christian  principle  ahonld  be  in  harmony  wllli 
attachment  to  the  oanae  of  Christian  nnion,  which  stands  in  the  forefront  of  Fteaby- 
ierianism  and  Chriatianity,  and  is  expressed  in  the  prayer  of  the  bleaaed  Lord  and 
Sayioor  that  they  may  all  be  one,  as  He  is  in  the  Father  and  the  Father  in  Him.  There^ 
isy  perhapa,  no  denomination  of  Christians  in  the  world  who  have  been  mora  attaehed 
to  distinotiTO  principles  than  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Chnreh  on  the  one  hand,  and 
the  Free  Chnreh  on  the  other;  and  it  ia  in  the  degree  of  their  attachment  to  theaa 
distinetiTC  principles  that  I  see  the  triumph  of  Clvistian  onion  in  the  erenta  of  thl» 
day,  for  which  I  most  profonndly  thank  God,  aa  haying  proved  the  compatibility  of 
attachment  to  distinctive  principles  with  'attachment  to  the  equally  great  and  glo- 
rious cause  of  Christian  union.  If  it  ia  possible  in  this  eaae,  then  I  teuat  I  may  be 
treapaaaing  on  no  snsceptibiiities  in  this  great  audience— aince  whatever  alluaion  of 
this  kind  haa  been  msde  to-day  already  haa  been  reeeived  in  so  sympathetic,  in  wo- 
eonsiderate  and  tender  a  spirit^  I  may  go  so  fhr  aa  to  aay,  by  all  in  thia  great 
Aaaembly,  that  I  am  encouraged  to  utter  what  I  now  do— that,  since  attachment  to 
diatinctlve  principlea  has  been  proved  in  eaaea  where  it  might  not  have  been  thought 
possible  to  be  reconcilable  with  attachment  to  Christian  union  (for  the  reooneilaUe- 
ness  is  here  proved  and  demonstrated),  may  I  not  be  warranted  in  eheriahlng  » 
hope  and  expressing  it,  that  some  day,  aa  distant  aa  yon  will,  provided  it  be  only  aa 
soon  as  you  can,  the  experiment  shall  go  a  little  farther,  and  another  Chnreh  shall 
be  found — which,  with  the  same  tenacity  in  adherenoe  to  distinctive  prindplea^ 
pertinacity  in  attachment  to  them,  and  even  pngnaeity.  If  yon  will,  in  tiie  aaaertioD 
of  them,  may  have  the  same  experiment  tried  upon  It^  and  tried  successfally,  and 
which  ahall,  with  the  consent  of  all  parties,  aee  ita  name  added  to  thia  happy  roll  of 
brethren  dwelling  together  in  unity. 

The  tianaactions  of  this  day  recall  to  my  mind  the  pathetic  WMds  whieh  clcaed 
the  last  joint  report  of  our  Union  Committee,  written,  aa  I  know,  by  the  bend  of  one 
whooe  name  ia  never  mentioned  in  an  Assembly  like  thi^  without  the  most  profound 
veneration  and  affection,  Bobert  Buchanan.  And  in  regard  to  him,  I  cannot  bat 
express  regret,  tempered  only  by  submission  to  the  all-iriae  providence  of  God,  that 
he  waa  not  spared  with  othera  who  laboured  in  the  cause  of  Christian  union  to  aeo 
the  partial  fulfilment  of  his  prediction : — "  Bonds  of  nnion  have  been  created  in  thia 
intereonrse  (referring  to  the  intereonrae  that  had  been  going  on)  which  they  doubt 
not  time  will  only  perpetuate  and  atrengthen  in  the  case  of  the  Churches  which  they 
lepresenty  so  aa  more  fully  to  predispose  and  prepare  them  for  incorporating  code- 
siastical  nnion — a  union  which  cannot  be  very  Jhr  off,  and  for  which  more  than  ever 
they  long  and  pray." 

Moderator,  I  had  almoat  forgotten  that  negotiations  for  nnion  were  not  going  on 
still  between  those  Churches  whieh  had  come  to  be  spoken  of  by  an  almost  vox  signaia 
or  fixed  title  of  '*  negotiating  Churches."  If  I  am  trespassing  in  talking  thus,  indulge 
and  forgive  me ;  but  though  it  be  a  fisct  that  these  negotiations  are  suspended — ^it  may 
be  suspended  for  a  considerably  lengthened  period — I  will  take  the  liberty  of  sayiog 
that  I  for  one  do  not  wiah  to  see  them  resumed  until  there  is  some  reasonable  hope 
and  prospect  that  they  will  be  resumed  for  the  last  time,  and  that,  when  they  are 
resumed,  a  union  shall  be  harmoniously  consummated  and  universally  rejoiced  over 
snch  aa  haa  taken  place  in  the  proceedinga  and  transactions  of  thia  day.  Let  ns 
eo-operate  aa  far  aa  we  can ;  and  aurely  we  are  disposed  to  co-operate  aa  for  aa  we 
can.    Let  us  make  the  moat  of  those  bonds  of  mutual  eligibility  of  which  we  have  a. 
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kapiij  ipeeimen  unoDgit  ni  this  night  in  the  preienee  of  the  Ber.  Mr.  Bobertaon, 
of  College  Street  United  Presbyterian  Choreh.  Let  ne  rejoioe  in  inch  bonds  of 
anion  on  one  Bide  and  on  the  other.  Let  oa  not  make  it  our  motto  that  we  ahall 
"  foigei  that  we  ever  hart  lored."  Let  oa  rather  eheriah  the  memory  of  onr  paal 
affeetion  and  attaehment  bronght  ont  in  theae  years  of  interconrae.  Let  na,  in  ahort^ 
in  the  words  of  onr  own  Poet  Laureate,  aay — 

<•  Tia  better  to  haTO  loved  and  loat, 
Than  nerer  to  liave  loved  at  all" 

Or,  we  may  take  the  words  of  a  great  aage  of  ancient  Greece,  whieh  hare  not,  how- 
ever, Abont  them  that  Christian  ring  which  haa  been  spoken  of  aa  belonging  to  tho 
Beformed  Preabyterian  Choreh — and  had  he  been  Called  to  frame  an  apophthegm 
tiiat  woold  anit  the  cirenmsiancea  he  would  have  framed  it  in  a  different  manner. 
It  ia  thia*^"  That  we  shonld  love  aa  thoae  who  might  one  day  come  to  hate,  and 
hftte  aa  those  who  might  one  day  come  to  love.*'  Rather  than  that,  I  would  aay,  wd 
shonld  love  aa  thoae  who  are  to  love  for  ever — we  shonld  discuss  and  debate,  or 
even  disagree,  aa  thoae  who  are  one  day  to  agree  and  harmonise.  Let  onr  Chorehea 
in  their  now  separate  state,  like  noble  rivers  traversing  the  same  country,  and 
coming  nearer  and  nearer  to  each  other  aa  they  descend  to  the  ocean,  only  roll  on  a 
litUe  further,  and  the  time  and  place  of  eonflaence  will  be  found ;  and  it  may  yet  bo 
given  ns  in  our  lifetime  in  the  Church  below  to  witness  tha^  seeing  eye  to  eye, 
vhieh  faces,  sadly  missed  from  this  Assembly,  needed  to  be  removed  to  the  world 
above  in  order  to  realise ;  and  let  ns  trUlt  we  may  be  permitted  to  cany  on  onr  work, 
in  regard  to  union,  and  Ui  regard  to  every  other  Christian  work  and  labour,  in  the 
spirit  which  they  were  of  when  with  us,  and  which  they  doubtleas,  in  their  exalted 
seata  in  glory,  wlah  na  to  eheriah  and  to  imitate.  May  Qod  enable  us  so  to  do ; 
may  we  vow  and  pledge  each  other  so  to  do  so  long  aa  we  remain  in  a  aeparate  state 
as  Christian  Churches,  and  let  ns  all  rejoice  and  make  the  most  of  the  blessed 
transaetiona  and  events  of  this  day,  which  have  given,  I  venture  to  say,  a  great  im- 
pulse to  the  cause  of  union  everywhere — and  have  removed  one  of  the  diviaions 
which  the  world  is  only  too  ready  to  see  and  to  be  influenced  by,  to  the  prejudice 
of  Christianity ;  for  division  and  antagonism,  however  they  may  be  necessary  and 
called  for  by  attachment  to  high  and  sacred  Christian  principle,  are,  after  all,  a 
neoesaity  and  not  a  choice  to  any  true  Chriatian  heart.  So  I  venture  to  say  that  the 
transaetiona  and  proceedinga  of  this  day  will  everywhere  be  read  with  a  thrill  of 
gladneaa  and  thanksgiving  by  those  who  pray  for  the  peace  of  Jerusalem ;  and  in  the 
spirit  which  these  transactions  have  awakened  or  deepened  beyond  my  power  to 
ezpreaa  them  in  my  own  breast,  I  would  now  congratulate  thia  United  Church,  and 
bid  them  Ood  speed  in  all  future  Chriatian  work.  "  Peace  be  within  thy  walls,  and 
prosperity  within  thy  palaces.  For  my  brethren  and  companions'  sakes,  I  will  now 
aay,  Peace  be  within  thee.  Becauae  of  the  houae  of  the  Lord  our  God  I  will  aeek  thy 
good." 

The  MODERATOR  then  addreased  the  deputation  from  the  United  Presby^ 
terian  Church.  He  aaid — ^I  have  been  asked  to  tender  to  you  our  best  thanks  for  your 
appearance  here  this  evening,  and  for  the  admirable,  heart-stirring  addressea  to 
which  we  have  listened.  I  feel  that  the  less  J  say  in  the  circumstances  in  which 
I  am  placed  the  better,  and  that  I  should  rather  leave  the  addresses  to  make  their 
own  impreasion  independent  of  any  effort  of  mine.  There  ia  one  thing,  however, 
which  I  feel  constrained  to  say,  and  that  is  this,  that  no  men  have  a  better  right  ta 
be  here  thia  night  than  you  have,  and  that  for  this  reason,  that  the  original 
negotiationa  upon  the  subject  of  union  were  negotiations  concerning  union  between 
you  and  na.  Our  friends  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church  came  in,  no  doubt, 
at  an  after  period,  and  we  hailed  and  welcomed  them,  and  in  the  wise  providence 
of  God,  in  place  of  that  which  we  aimed  at  first  being  attained  at  the  conclusion 
of  our  negotiations,  that  about  which  we  did  not  think  at  first,  is  that  which  has 
occorred.  Union  between  you  and  us  has  not  taken  place,  but  we  unite  this  day 
with  the  brethren  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church,  and  I  am  sure  you  will 
agree  with  us  that  it  is  better  that  our  union  with  you  should  not  take  place  than 
take  place  at  the  expense  of  disunion  among  ourselves.  I  most  cordially  express 
my  own  sympathy,  and  I  believe  I  express  the  sympathy  of  the  whole  of  thia 
Assembly,  with  you  upon  the  subject  of  union.    I  feel  that  there  is  not  a  minister 
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or  inember  of  ihis  Chnrch  that  does  not  deflire  nnion  Itielf.  They  may  hare  eon- 
aeientloQB  diffiooltiea  whioh  we  eannot  but  reapeet  I  may  differ  from  them,  hot 
I  thcnld  be  aony  to  tread  open  the  oonacienee  of  any  brother  In  our  own  or  in 
any  other  Oharch ;  and  I  am  sure  I  ezprees  the  mind  of  every  member  of  the 
Aeaembly  of  the  Free  Chnrch  of  Scotland,  when  I  lay  that  we  all  deaire  nnion, 
if  we  could  attain  the  union  in  a  way  that  would  be  eonsiatent  with  onr  coneeien- 
tioui  conTietiouB.  And  more,  brethren,  we  would  have  even  a  wider  union.  I 
expresa  the  mind  of  all  I  am  sure  when  I  say  that  we  trast  and  pray  tliat  the 
day  may  come,  and  that  soon,  when  all  the  liyiug  PreBbyterianism  of  Scotland  may 
be  gathered  into  one  like  the  disperBcd  of  IsraeL  We  do  not  know  how  soon  it 
may  come.  €k>d  works  In  mysterious  ways.  It  may  come,  perhaps,  not  in  our 
day.  It  may  come — ^we  pray  that  it  will  come — ^we  feel  eren  that  it  will  come. 
Allow  me  to  return  you  oor  sense  of  obligation  for  the  appearance  yon  have  made, 
.and  for  the  admirable  heart-stirring  addresses  which  you  have  delivered. 

The  MODERATOR,  continuing,  said  that  before  Dr.  Dykes  addressed  the  Aa- 
sembly,  he  might  be  allowed  to  ask  Dr.  Goold  to  take  the  chair. 

When  Dr.  Qoold  took  the  chair,  the  large  audience  rose  to  their  feet  and  cheered 
londly. 

Dr.  DTKES,  who  was  received  with  loud  applause,  said — Moderator,  on  an  oeea- 
aion  so  very  full  of  an  interest,  which  I  may  call  peculiarly  and  intensely  Seottiah, 
I  cannot  help  feeling  that,  as  representative  of  an  English  Church,  it  were  hardly 
fair  in  me  to  trespass  long  upon  the  time  of  the  House,  but  by  the  courtesy  of  this 
Assembly  I  and  my  fellow-depntiea  have  ^en  permitted  to  express  the  extreme 
pleasure  we  feel  in  this  day's  proceedings  and  our  sense  of  the  high  honour,  not 
only  of  being  present  here  to-day  to  assist,  as  the  French  say,  by  our  presence  in 
the  memorable  and  historieal  event  of  this  morning,  bat  now  also  to  join  our  eon- 
gratulationa  with  those  of  your  sister  Church  in  Seotland  upon  the  consummation 
of  thia  happy  Union.  And,  sir,  I  reckon  it  no  small  addition,  both  to  the  pleasure 
and  honour  of  my  appearance  on  this  platform  at  this  moment,  that  I  am  the  fint 
to  whom  it  haa  been  given  to  address  a  member  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian 
Chureh  in  the  capacity  of  Moderator  of  this  House.  On  a  great  many  grounds — on 
personal,  on  historieal,  and  on  public  grounds — I  eannot  but  rejoice  as  a  minister 
and  member  of  the  English  Presbyterian  Oharch  in  the  event  which  haa  taken  place 
to-day.  Allow  me  to  say,  that  both  for  the  sake  of  the  Free  Church  which  was,  and 
for  the  sake  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Chureh  which  was,  we  are  here  to  offer 
to  the  members  of  these  two  Churches,  our  hearty  congratulations.  I  count  the 
Free  Church  of  Scotland  happy  in  this  that  it  has  received,  and  received  parilco- 
larly  at  the  present  moment,  a  tribute  to  its  cherished  claim  to  represent  the  true 
line  of  succession — ^the  oldest  line  of  Scottish  ecclesiastical  history.  And  I  offer  my 
oongratulations  on  this  ground,  even  more  emphatically  than  on  the  ground  of  the 
•nbatantial  addition  which  this  transaction  has  brought  to  the  membership  and  in* 
flnence  of  the  Church,  although  that  acoeaaion  is  one  of  no  mean  kind.  The  Free 
Church  of  Scotland,  in  whose  bosom  I  was  brought  up,  to  which  I  look  as  my  own 
mother  Church,  haa  to-day  gathered  into  herself  a  wealth  of  historical  recollection, 
a  wealth  of  sacred  memories  and  of  names  to  be  enrolled  alongside  her  own,  of 
whieh  any  Chureh  in  Christendom  might  be  proud,  and  which  certainly  no  other 
Chureh,  sir,  could  have  brought  to  her  but  your  own.  On  the  other  hand,  I  hope  I 
shall  not  be  misconceived  when  I  say  of  the  Chureh  of  the  Covenant  and  the  martyrs, 
the  Church  of  the  heroic  age  in  Scotland's  ecclesiastical  histoiy — aye,  in  her  civil 
history,  too — ^that  I  account  her  happy  as  an  institntion,  a  venerable  and  intelligent 
institution,  in  having  found  here  to-day  a  dignified,  peaceful,  and  useful  dose  to  her 
long  histoiy,  as  a  separate  branch  of  Scottish  Presbyterianism.  It  sometimes  ia 
the  fate  of  institutions  to  outlive  their  day  of  usefulness  ;  it  sometimes  ia  the  fate  of 
institutions  not  to  know  how  to  meet  a  change  of  times,  and  so  unhappily  they 
linger  to  their  death  in  a  melancholy  decline.  There  is  no  fear  of  any  such  fate 
being  in  atore  for  the  historical  Church  of  the  Covenanters,  and  it  would  have  been 
a  profound  cause  of  regret  to  intelligent  and  patriotic  Scotchmen  if  that  Church  had 
not  known,  aa  thank  God  she  has  known,  how  to  pour  all  that  remained  to  her  of 
what  Ood  haa  given  her  in  the  past,  into  one  of  the  main  streams  of  the  spiritaal 
life  and  energy  of  the  country,  ao  as  to  form  in  the  future  a  factor,  no  less  powerful 
because  it  is  not  a  separate  factor,  in  making  the  Church  of  the  future.     I  apeak 
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In  tlie  name  of  my  fellow-deputies  of  my  Charoh,  m  well  u  my  own,  when  I  say 
we  wish  to  both  Chnrchefl,  now  one,  a  long  and  growing  career  of  larger  and  more 
splendid  aerrice  to  the  Master,  illustrated  by  names  that  shall  be  as  renerated  in 
the  generations  to  eome  as  the  names  of  the  past  on  which  yon  both  pride  your- 
selres,  are  to  generations  now. 

Bot  we  in  England  have  not  been  here  to-day  merely  as  onlookers.  To  some 
extent — a  small  extent  indeed — we  are  sharers  in  the  event  of  to-day.  It  has  been 
already  hinted,  and  I  think  it  is  quite  in  keeping  with  my  position  that  I  venture 
more  explicitly  to  explain  that  you  are  not  receiving  into  this  venerable  House 
to-day  all  the  Befonned  Presbyterian  congregations — not  even  all  the  willing  Re- 
fonned  Presbyterian  congregations.  There  is  one  congregation  connected  with  the 
Beformed  Presbyterian  Church  that  is  situated  In  Bogland.  I  am  not  going  to 
commit  a  mistake  for  which  I  have  already  been  taken  to  task  on  the  other  'side  of 
the  Border,  by  saying  that  there  is  only  one  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church  In 
England — but  I  am  correct  in  saying  that  there  is  only  one  Reformed  Presbyterian 
Church  in  connection  with  the  body  that  has  to-day  entered  into  Union,  which  is 
situated  south  of  the  Tweed ;  it  Is  the  intention  of  that  congregation  to  apply  for 
admission  into  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  England ;  and  it  is  its  intention  to  do 
so — I  think  it  is  not  unimportant  to  say — not  before  our  Union  of  the  13th  of 
June  next,  but  immediately  after  the  18th  June.  It  takes  this  step— as,  sir,  you 
are  well  aware,  and  as  this  House  will  be  glad  to  knoi^ — with  the  full  sanction 
and  .concurrence  of  the  late  Reformed  Presbyterian  Synod.  One  congregation  does 
not  eonnt  much  numerically;  but  the  principle  upon  which  one  congregation  joins 
would  be  good,  I  take  it,  for  any  number  of  congregations ;  and  therefore,  by  the 
adheaion  of  this  solitary  congregation  there  is  a  real  testimony  to  the  fidelity  to 
truth,  and  to  the  historic  principles  of  the  Church  of  Scotland,  of  those  terms  of 
Union  on  which  we  are  about  to  unite  with  our  beloved  friends  of  the  United  Pres- 
byterian Church.  It  is  a  testimony  to  what  we  are  glad  to  know  is  the  sentiment 
of  every  one  in  this  House — ^vis.,  that  our  Union  proceeds  on  terms  by  which  no 
eaaential  principle  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  is  to  be  sacrificed. 

Bat,  sir,  we  have  wider  reasons  than  this,  as  English  Christians  and  English 
Preabyterians,  for  taking  an  interest  in  the  event  of  this  day.  The  struggle  against 
Prelacy  and  superstition  under  the  Stuart  kix^  in  Scotland  was  not  one  to  which 
we  can  be  indifferent  It  was  essentially  the  same  as  drove  out  the  men  of  1662. 
It  is  in  eaaence  the  same  as  we  most  still  maintain  against  the  reviving  superstition 
of  the  heirs  of  Laud  In  the  Church  of  England  to-day.  Prelacy,  to  be  sore,  as  mean- 
ing the  domination  of  hierarchs  within  the  Church,  is  not  what  it  was,  bot  its  Eras- 
tian  disregard  for  the  rights  of  the  Christian  people  as  such  is  hardly  less,  while  the 
iatal  sacerdotalism  which  lay  beneath  the  designs  of  Charles,  and  gave  to  the  schemes 
of  Land  their  most  fatal  and  malignant  character,  is  as  active  and  mischievous  to- 
day aa  then.  More  than  that,  the  Covenanting  struggle  in  Scotland  was  a  struggle 
for  dvil  freedom  and  rights  of  conscience  as  well  as  for  gospel  troth.  No  intelli- 
gent Christian  from  the  other  side  of  the  Tweed  who  desired  to  look  at  matters 
from  an  English  point  of  view  could  fail  to  sympathise  with  the  men  whom  you  re- 
present here  to-day.  The  Covenanting  struggle  In  Scotland  when  you  really  go  to 
the  bottom  of  it,  was,  after  all,  a  struggle  for  full  freedom,  for  the  rights  of  con- 
science, for  the  rights  of  nations,  and  for  the  rights  of  men,  as  truly  and  as  really  as 
it  was  a  struggle  for  gospel  truth.  It  was  part  of  that  battle  which  raged  all  over 
Western  Europe  during  the  mighty  seventeenth  century ;  which  raged  in  England, 
in  Scotland,  in  Switzerland,  in  HoUand  eminently,  and  in  Qermany.  That  was  a 
battle  of  Cliristian  men  for  self-government  in  the  State  against  Papal  despotism  on 
the  one  hand,  as  well  as  for  liberty  in  the  Church  to  serve  and  obey  Christ  alone  on 
the  other.  And  in  that  fight  no  one  could  forget  that  in  the  days  of  your  forefathers 
contending  against  your  Stuart  kings  it  was  Scotland  that  met  and  broke  the  shock 
of  dynastic  and  priestly  power,  and  served  as  a  bulwark  and  outwork  for  the  protec- 
tion of  English  liberty.  But  for  the  iron  endurance  of  these  grim  and  resolute,  yet 
tender  men,  the  combat  in  the  South  would  have  been  worse  to  sustain.  Their 
qualities  we  still  need,  though  in  a  different  fashion.  Uncompromising  fidelity  to 
truth,  to  dnty,  and  to  God — the  courage  to  endure  and  wear  out  as  well  as  to  do— 
with  a  tender  and  solemn  sense  of  the  awfulness  of  spiritual  facts  and  of  the  judg- 
ments of  God — these  are  qualities  wo  cannot  yet  do  without.    Nor,  if  it  be  thought 
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that  more  tender  and  oheerfnl  featom  are  needed,  let  it  be  laid  ikaX  iMh  featan» 
are  unrepresented  in  the  men  of  the  early  CoTenaating  atniggle.  There  waa  abeut 
many  of  theae  mw,  as  you  very  well  know,  and  as  yon,  air,  reminded  na  tikis  morn- 
ing, a  holy  eheerfttlneaa  along  with  their  nnflinehing  fiimneaa ;  there  waa  an  empliatie 
self  surrender  in  whaterer  belonged  to  tbemselfes,  while  they  wsm  lealonaof  what- 
erer  belonged  to  the  honour  of  the  Lord  of  hoata ;  there  waa  even,  I  tldnk,  a  sweet 
mildness  about  many  of  them,  espeeially  before  the  later  bmtality  of  the  dragonnadea 
had  tamed  to  aome  extent  to  gall  eyen  the  milk  of  human  kindneaa  in  the  ohUdren's 
breasts.  There  was  in  the  features  of  the  earlier  stages  of  the  terrible  oonfliet  a 
gentleness,  a  Ghrist-Uke  meekness  under  wrong  and  injury,  a  high  and  genuine 
martyr-like  spirits  When  I  would  caat  my  mind  baek  to  what  we  hare  eanied  and 
reaped  from  theae  men,  it  strikes  me,  perhi^  more  than  anything  which  I  hare  yet 
named,  that  we  should  thank  them  for  the  passionate  quest  of  a  glorioua  ideal.  It 
is  such  ideals,  even  when  they  are  unattainable,  which  lift  up  the  charaeter  of  men 
and  nations.  I  think  that  no  worthy  historian  has  yet  been  found  to  tell,  as  It  ought 
to  be  told,  how  moeh  Scotland  owes  to  this  splendid  vision  whieh  these  men  sooghty 
the  yision  of  a  consecrated  land  of  saints  ml«d  by  a  corenanted  king,  loyal  to  Ohrist^ 
It  hovered  before  tiie  rapt  eyes  of  these  saints  of  Scotland  until  it  wellnigh  turned 
them  into  seers,  it  elevated  them  until  it  made  them  heroes,  and  though  the  picture 
seemed  to  lade  before  the  eyes  of  their  children,  as  though  it  had  been  painted  by 
the  morning  light  on  the  mist  of  their  own  moorland,  still,  sir,  it  has  done  its  worl^ 
for  it  has  contributed  mightily  to  educate  the  hearta  of  Scotchmen.  But  haa  it  ao 
faded  1  Or  la  it  not  simply  thrown  forward,  aa  the  old  Jew  learned  to  throw  hia 
Messianic  hopes  forward  from  one  anticipated  Ohriat  to  another,  better  and  greater 
yet  to  come.  When  the  King  comes,  the  true  King  of  the  Covenant^  then,  sir,  we 
may  look  for  the  kingdom,  and  we  shall  have  then  the  Covenant  in  its  essence,  and 
the  realm  of  the  Bride  and  of  the  Lamb  a&d  the  gloiy  of  a  Holy  Church  In  a  Holj 
Land. 

The  Assembly  again  engaged  in  devotional  exaxdaes. 

Mr.  BINNIE,  treasurer  of  the  late  Beformed  Preabyterian  Ohnreh,  said— -Mr. 
Moderator,  on  this  oc«tfion  I  have  been  asked  to  speak  on  behalf  of  the  laity  of 
the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church,  and  I  esteem  it  no  small  honour  to  do  aa  I 
value  highly  the  privilege  of  representing  the  good  old  Church,  and  I  feel  most 
deeply  the  honour  of  addressing  this  venerable  Assembly.  The  Beformed  Prsaby- 
terian  Church  entera  into  tiua  Union  heartily,  as  you  have  seen  to-day,  and  It  enters 
as  a  healthy,  fully  equipped,  growing  Church.  Bear  with  me  while  I  quote  a  few 
figures  to  illustrate  thia.  Ten  years  ago  the  total  membership  was  6585,  now  it  is 
7S90.  Ten  years  ago  the  stipend  received  by  all  the  ministers  was  £6091,  last 
year  it  was  £7071.  Ten  years  ago  the  anm  ralaed  for  all  the  Synod  schemes  waa 
£1724,  laat  year  it  waa  £2878,  7a  5d.  Ten  yean  ago  the  total  funda  in  the  hands 
of  the  Synod's  treasurer  were  £1875,  now  they  are  £7270.  According  to  returns 
obtained  twelve  montha  ago  from  all  the  eongregationa,  the  total  annual  Church 
income — ezcluaive  of  legaeiea — ^waa  £11,888,  or  82a  8d.  per  member.  One-tenth 
of  the  gross  income  of  the  Church  waa  last  year  expended  on  foreign  missions,  and 
of  that  sum  one-fourth  waa  contributed  by  tiie  children  of  the  Church  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  mission  schooner  **  Dayspring."  In  one  rei^ect  we  are  pre*eminently  a 
Free  Church,  for  not  one  penny  of  debt  rests  on  any  of  our  ecclealastical  property. 

In  this  connection  it  is  right  that  I  should  acknowledge  the  kindness  and  con- 
sideration of  your  committee  in  dealing  with  the  financial  arrangements  incident 
to  the  Union.  At  first  these  seemed  to  be  surrounded  with  difficulties,  but  the 
difficulties  quickly  disappeared.  I  believe  that  eveiy  minister  of  our  Church  is 
satisfied  with  the  arrangementa  made,  and  that  the  laity  are  pleased  haa  been  abun- 
dantly xnanifested  by  the  very  hearty  response  given  to  the  appeal  addressed  to 
them  on  behalf  of  the  Widows*  and  Orphans*  Fund.  In  two  months  there  has  been 
contributed  for  that  fond  the  largeat  sum  ever  raised  in  the  Beformed  Presbyterian 
Church  for  a  single  object 

But  to  torn  for  a  little  from  figurea  to  the  work  already  done  to-day.  We  have 
now  in  part  attained  what  we  have  long  desired,  the  reunion  of  the  old  true  Presby- 
terian Church  of  Scotland ;  and  henceforth,  in  the  company  of  men  like-minded, 
labouring  in  the  same  apirit  for  the  attainment  of  the  same  ends,  we  hope  more 
successfally  than  ever  to  do  the  woric  of  a  Cliristian  Church.    For  some  of  us  much 
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tltti  Ib  ttd  and  pftinful  it  mingled  with  our  joy.  In  a  imall  Clmieh  stieh  as  ovra 
all  tha  mambeni  of  the  eoorti  and  eommitteea  hare  been  not  onl j  co-workers  bat 
old  petaenal  fidenda.  Onr  meetinga  of  Sjmod  eapeelally  were  happy  renniona,  nerer 
to  b«  fingotten.  Onr  minUten  at  theae  timea  seldom  foand  it  necessary  to  look  for 
aeeommodation  in  a  hotel.  Under  the  hospitable  roof  of  the  local  ministers  and  ) 
the  laity  the  bnay  daya  were  aneeeeded  by  the  cheerful  nfgbte,  when  old  friendshipa  I 
were  renewed,  new  friendahipa  eemented,  and  many  schemea  propounded  for  the  \ 
good  of  onr  mneh-IoTed  Zion.  Some  of  na,  too,  are  reminded  to-day  of  carefully  f 
eheiiahed  &mily  traditiona,  which  seem  to  bring  na  veiy  close  to  the  Charch  during 
her  whole  hlstoiy>  back  eren  through  the  dark  days  of  the  persecution.  Can  you 
wonder  that  we  feel  sad  when  we  aeem  to  aeparate  ourselves,  eren  a  little,  from  idl 
this  Teaexated  ptatt  But  sadder  still  ia  it  to  find  that  our  present  action  is  by  ao 
many  mknndentood.  Some  outaidera  congratulate  us  on  having  broken  looae  from 
what  th^  are  pleaaed  to  call  the  old  Oameronian  narrowness.  And  among  our- 
aelrea  are  fonml  aome  worthy  frienda  who  blame  ns  for  unfaithfulness  to  our  old 
prineiples.  To  both  elaaaea  I  aay— Qentlemen,  you  are  mistaken.  There  waa  no 
nanrownoaa  in  tiie  old  Cameronian  prineiplea  to  forsake,  and  these  principles  we  are 
not  feraaking.  We  are  only  giving  to  them  their  legitimate  practical  expression. 
Ko  deabt,  in  daya  when  narrowneaa  and  aectarianlsm  were  universal,  men  an^ong 
our  Crthera  who  had  not  fully  entered  into  the  apirit  of  the  liberty-oonaerving  prin- 
ciplea  whfeh  they  profeaaed,  were  narrow  and  oxclusive.  But  this  was  in  spite  of, 
and  contrary  to,  the  principlea  which  they  professed  to  uphold.  If  one  thing  more 
diatingnlahed  our  &theni  than  another,  it  waa  their  ardent  attachment  to  the  old 
covenanted  Beformation  and  to  the  Corenanta,  aa  ezpreasing  in  a  clear  and  acces* 
aible  form  eerfcain  great  prineiplea.  But  their  attachment^  be  it  observed,  waa  to 
the  principlea  themaelvea,  not  certainly  to  the  parchment  on  which  they  are  written, 
or  the  fonn  of  worda  in  which  they  are  ezpreased.  The  Oovenanta  they  regarded 
aa  means  of  drawing  them  doaer  to  other  men.  But  nowadaya  those  regard  them- 
aehoa  aa  the  moat  faithful  Govenantera  who  eling  moat  tenaciooaly  to  the  worda  and 
fonn,  but  forget  the  apirit  of  the  Corenanta.  Theae  men  do  not  atand  ahoulder  to 
ahonlder  with  every  man  who  ia  labouring  for  the  overthrow  of  Popery,  Prelacy,  and 
SiaatJaniam,  the  old  enemiea  of  the  Church,  atUl,  alaa !  too  powerful  No ;  they 
withdraw  from,  and  utter  a  teatimony  againat,  the  vast  majority  of  such  men,  because 
ih^  will  not  in  aome  particular  form  of  worda  ezpreas  their  determination  to  do  the 
▼eiy  work  In  which,  nevertheleaa,  their  whole  life  ia  apent.  Can  these  men  claim  to 
be  the  true  foUowera  of  the  old  CoTcnanteral  Let  na  hear  some  of  the  Covenantera' 
own  old  worda.  In  the  darkeat  houra  of  the  killing  time  the  societies  gave  to  the 
world  a  atatement  of  their  principlea.  If  ever  men  were  placed  in  circumatancea 
where  bittemeaa  and  narrowneaa  would  have  been  ezcuaable,  theae  were  the  men. 
But  liaten  to  the  informatory  vindication : — 

"  Difference  in  judgment  ia  not  anffieient  to  sound  withdrawing,  if  it  be  either  In 
things  Indifferent  in  their  own  nature,  which  may  be  done  or  not  done  after  this 
manner  or  after  another,  without  any  breach  of  divine  precept.  Such  things,  *tia 
tme,  may  be  made  inezpedient,  and  may  become  a  matter  of  stumbling  to  a  weak 
brother ;  therefore  in  theae  we  must  be  fully  peranaded  in  our  own  minds,  and  also 
observe  the  mlea  of  charity  carefully,  not  to  offend  any  of  Christ's  little  ones."*  And 
again — "  So  whenever  the  causes  of  distance  shall  be  rightly  removed,  offences  and 
defections  acknowledged  and  forsaken,  we  shall  with  all  readiness  concur;  yea,  we 
would  account  it  a  day  of  our  joy  and  hope  in  Israel  if  the  Lord  would  give  us  occa* 
sion  to  evidence  the  same.** 

We  believe  that  the  present  position  of  the  Free  Church  of  Scotland  satisfies  our 
fundamental  principles,  and  faithfulness  to  these  principles  calls  us  to  concur  with 
yon  aa  we  are  doing  to-day.  We  gladly  respond  to  the  invitation  which  twelve 
yeara  ago  yon  addressed  to  ns  to  enter  upon  negotiations  for  union.  But  our  sym- 
pathiea  embraoe  a  wider  field  far  than  even  the  Free  Church.  We  are  still  sepa- 
rated from  other  honoured  and  beloved  branches  of  the  old  true  Presbyterian  Church 
of  Christ  in  Scotland.  We  desire  to  see  these  all  one.  For  this  we  will  still  labour, 
for  this  we  will  still  pray,  and  in  the  noble  words  already  quoted,  **  we  shall  esteem 
it  a  day  of  our  joy  and  hope  in  Israel  if  the  Lord  will  give  us  occasion  to  evidence 
the  same." 

The  Ber.  Mr.  JOHN  KAY,  Clerk  of  the  late  Beformed  Prcsbylenau  Church,  said 
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— Moderator,  fathers  and  brethren,  it  is  one  of  the  greatest  comforts  in  eonn6eUoii 
with  work  of  this  kind  that,  whatever  be  the  home  differenees  which  anhappily 
divide  Christian  men,  the  moment  yon  have  uttered  the  word  Foreign 'Mission,  jon 
have  uttered  a  word  which  is  the  Shibboleth  not  of  a  sect,  but  which  holds  wrapped 
lip  in  it  the  very  life-blood  of  the  Christian  faith ;  you  have  ottered  a  word  which, 
when  all  else  seemed  mixed  in  a  confusion  that  ?ra8  almost  hopeless,  stood  oni 
amidst  the  ragiug  tide  of  conflicting  thought  and  speech  as  a  common  meeting- 
ground,  on  wldch  we  could  recognise  the  brotherhood,  not  only  of  man,  but  the 
brotherhood  of  Christian  men,  and  kneeling  before  the  elder  Brother,  might  mingle 
our  tears  with  our  prayers,  *'  forgive  us  our  debts,"  and  make  the  jubUaie  of  our 
hearts  take  the  old  Hebrew  form  of  the  glowing  words  of  an  Eastern  poet — "  Let 
Thy  way  be  known  upon  the  earth,  and  Thy  saving  health  among  all  nations." 

The  revelation  which  the  question  of  Foreign  Missions  holds  to  that  of  Christian 
Union  is  such — the  pressing  need  of  a  sin-darkened  world  is  so  great-*tbe  hearta  of 
Christian  men,  amidst  all  our  differences,  beats  so  true  to  the  name  of  Him  who 
said,  among  the  Qalilean  hills,  "  Go  ye  therefore  and  teach  all  nations " — Uiat  I 
venture  the  prediction  that,  whatever  greater  Unions  than  that  which  haa  been 
witnessed  to-day  the  loving  Father  may  yet  have  in  store  for  us,  must  be  approached 
primarily  from  the  side  of  Foreign  Mission  work*  The  great  loving  heart  of  Chris- 
tendom may  not  move  to  the  ?ratchwords  of  rival  sects,  but  it  wiU  move  to  the 
sublime  idea  of  its  great  Lord — an  earth  covered  with  the  knowledge  of  Jehovah  as 
the  waters  cover  the  sea. 

In  correspondence  recently  with  the  venerable  Convener  of  onr  Foreign  Mission 
Committee,  he  employed  an  expression  which  at  first  sight  seemed  strange  to  me. 
He  spoke  of  "  the  enrichment "  of  the  Free  Church  Uuough  the  addition  to  its 
already  existing  fields  of  foreign  labour  of  a  mission  which  has  for  upwards  of  thirty 
years  engaged  the  activities  of  the  Beformed  Presbyterian  Church.  Let  me  say  thai 
the  dowry  which  the  bride  of  to-day  brings  with  her  is  but  a  small  thing  eom pared 
with  the  princely  heritage  of  work  on  which  the  ministers  and  people  of  onr  Church 
have  now  entered.  I,  in  common  with  many  thousands,  admire  the  noble  history  of 
this  noble  Free  Church  in  the  sacrifices  she  made  in  the  day  when  ahe  called  to 
decide  between  the  Crown  rights  of  one  Jesus  a  king,  and  the  claims  of  Csssar,  but 
permit  me  to  say  that  that  hiatory,  glorious  as  it  is,  had  not  been  one-half  so  glo- 
rious but  for  the  fact  that^  while  labouring  for  the  good  of  home  and  fatherland,  she 
has  advanced  the  banner  of  the  Cross  among  the  perishing  heathen.  The  first  ont- 
oome  of  the  new  life  which  gave  the  death-blow  to  blighting  Moderatism  waa  the 
renewed  interest  of  the  Church  of.  Scotland  in  the  work  of  Foreign  Missions.  And 
now  the  whole  Chnrch,  known  in  the  page  of  Scottish  history  as  the  Beformed 
Presbyterian  Church  of  Scotland,  feels  to-day  that  the  most "  enriching  "  thing  about 
this  happy  Union  is,  that  her  interests  are  to  be  called  forth,  and  her  labours 
extended,  into  fields  of  which  she  had  heard  by  the  hearing  of  the  ear,  but  which  her 
eye  had  not  seen.  India,  with  its  teeming  millions,  with  its  civilisation,  compared 
to  which  the  civilisation  of  Europe  is  but  a  thing  of  yesterday;  Ethiopia,  with  its 
hands  not  yet  stretched  out  to  God,  bnt  crying  for  God  out  of  a  heart  bleeding  from 
the  wounds  of  a  sore  oppression — these  are  fields,  the  very  sight  of  which  acts  like 
the  trumpet-call  to  the  soldier's  heart  The  tears  may  gather  in  the  eyes  of  the  ser- 
vants aa  they  gathered  In  the  Master^s  eye  as  He  sat  on  Mount  Olivet  and  looked 
open  the  city  of  David,  but  looking  up  to  the  glorious  throne  of  His  mediatorial 
power,  the  hand  that  dashes  away  the  tears  is  stretched  forth  to  grasp  the  sword, 
and  we  chant  as' our  war-song  Jehovah's  deed  of  gift  to  Zion's  anointed  King,  ''Ask 
of  me,  and  for  heritage  the  heathen  111  make  thine,  and  for  posseasion  I  to  thee  will 
give  earth's  utmost  line." 

Moderator,  the  age  in  which  we  live  seems  to  m6  to  be  a  somewhat  hard,  realis- 
iic  age.  It  looks  with  a  feeling  allied  to  contempt  upon  anything  that  has  the  aspect 
of  "  romance,"  and  I  presume  that  that  may  be  one  reason  why  we  now  hear  so  little 
of  what  it  was  once  so  faahionable  to  speak  of— the  "  romance  "  of  Christian  Missions 
to  the  heathen  in  foreign  lands.  The  term  aa  applied  to  Foreign  Mission  effort  waa 
never  one  which  struck  me  as  being  very  happy.  For,  in  tru&,  I  know  not  of  any 
romance  connected  with  Foreign  Mission  work  which  is  not  equally  to  be  found  in 
all  other  Christian  work.  Do  you  ask  me  what  it  is  1  Why,  Moderator,  it  is  this, 
and  nothiug  else.    The  "  romance,"  if  so  you  will  call  It,  which  brought  the  Sternal 
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Son  of  tlie  Bteiaal  Qod  from  the  bwom  of  HU  Father,  the  romance  which  embold- 
ened Qalilean  fishermen  to  itand  before  the  crowds  of  Pentecost  and  saj,  *'  The  pro- 
raiae  is  nnto  yon  and  to  yonr  children,  and  to  all  that  are  afar  off,  even  as  many  as 
the  Lord  oar  Ood  shall  call  '* — the  romance  which  filled  the  heart  of  the  tent-maker 
of  Tarsna  in  Gilicia,  when  he  stood  up  on  Mars  Hill,  and  declared  what  the  world 
has  been  so  long  in  discorering — ^that  "  God  hath  made  of  one  blood  all  nations  of 
men  for  to  dwell  on  all  the  face  of  the  earth/'  Find  it  at  Calvary,  find  it  in  Athens, 
find  it  in  India,  in  China,  in  Africa,  among  the  wynds  of  Glasgow,  or  in  the  High 
Street  and  Grassmarket  of  Edinburgh,  the  **  romance  "  is  one  and  the  same — love 
for  the  Bouls  of  the  perishing,  and  the  desire  to  win  men  to  Christ.  **  Bomance  *' 
such  as  the  world  speaks  of  will  go  but  a  little  way  in  feeding  the  sacred  flame  from 
which  onr  Foreign  Missions  spring;  the  glitter  and  the  gilding  of  it  soon  wear  off; 
its  beanty  is  easily  tarnished;  rude  contact  with  bloodthirsty  superstitions  shatters 
it  into  a  thoosand  fragments,  but  thi  Loys  or  Chbibi  oonst&aineth  us — ^Aa^  will 
never  die. 

If  I  were  to  select  from  the  world's  vocabulary  a  word  which,  transplanted  from 
the  Middle  Ages,  fits  well  into  the  general  framework  of  Christian  work  for  the 
Master,  I  would  speak  of  the  "  chivalry  of  Christian  missions."    I  love  that  word, 
for  it  agrees  excellently  well  with  the  idea  of  one  of  the  noblest  missionaries  that 
the  world  had  ever  seen — "  Endure  hardness  like  a  good  soldier  of  Jesas  Christ." 
There  is  something  here  to  captivate  the  heart,  and  to  fire  the  imagination  of  Chris- 
tian men.     For  there  is  no  mission  equal  in  nobility  to  this — to  staunch  the  bleed- 
ing wounds  of  humanity ;  to  press  the  balm  of  Gilead  into  the  world^s  running  sore, 
and  to  proclaim  the  truth,  which  can  alone  make  free.     Looking  at  the  history  of 
ihis  Assembly's  Foreign  Missions,  I  thank  God  that  the  age  of  Christian  chivalry  is 
not  past.     Once  in  the  British  House  of  Commons,  when  a  famed  orator  was  thrill- 
ing the  hearts  of  his  audience  by  describing  some  of  the  horrors  of  the  First  Bevo- 
Intion  in  France,  he  spoke  of  that  unhappy  daughter  of  the  House  of  Austria  who 
perished  upon  the  scaffold.     He  marvelled  much  that  a  thousand  bright  swords  did 
not  leap  from  their  scabbards  to  avenge  the  wrongs  of  the  injured  queen,  and  with  a 
sigh  of  regret  added  the  memorable  words,  "  The  age  of  chivalry  in  Europe  is  past." 
For  us  who  advance  the  blood-red  banner  of  the  Cross  it  is  not  past,  and  it  cannot 
be  past,  so  long  as  perishing  heathendom  stretches  out  its  hands  in  mute  but  touch- 
ing supplication ;  so  long  as  Satan's  throne  rises  upon  the  best  hopes  and  noblest 
destinies  of  men,  it  can  never  be  past     Speak  of  chivalry — where  under  the  whole 
heaven  has  a  more  chivalrous  thing  been  done  than  that  which  our  own  eyes  have 
witnessed  when  the  noble  band  who  are  planting  the  standard  of  the  Cross  on  the 
shores  of  Africa's  great  inland  sea,  responded  to  the  sigh  of  the  brave  heart  whose 
first  thought  was  for  God,  his  next  for  man,  and  no  thought  for  himself,  and  saw 
behind  the  hand  of  the  dead  man  beckoning,  the  hand  of  a  mightier  still,  pierced 
with  the  marks  of  the  nails,  but  grasping  at  the  same  time  the  sceptre  of  the  uni- 
verse.     If  this  Free  Church  of  Scotland  had  done  nothing  for  the  cause  of  missions 
save  this  one  thing,  she  would  in  the  doing  of  it  have  raised  for  herself  a  monument 
more  lasting  than  brass.    It  has  been  with  you.  Moderator,  and  with  the  Church 
over  whose  counsels  you  preside,  as  it  has  been  with  the  Church  which  has  added 
to-day  another  mission-field  to  your  labour  of  love  and  to  your  earnest  prayers. 
Yon  have  felt,  even  as  we  felt,  that  of  all  agencies  for  quickening  the  spiritual  life  of 
the  Church's  members,  of  all  means  for  opening  the  hearts  and  the  hands  of  the 
Christian  people,  there  is  nothing  to  be  compared  to  work  in  the  field  of  Foreign 
Missions.    Our  experience,  limited  as  compared  with  yours,  has  gone  to  show  us 
that,  but  for  pur  Foreign  Missions,  the  disruptive  influences  exerted  by  small  ques- 
tions would  have  so  injured  us  as  to  have  brought  us  wcllnigh  to  the  gates  of  death, 
bat  this  grand  question,  with  its  pleading  voice,  with  its  wistful  eyes  looking  out 
upon  the  great  moral  wastes  of  heathenism,  has  drawn  us  together  once  more,  and 
has  helped  to  preserve  the  unity  of  the  spirit  in  the  bond  of  peace. 

Permit,  me.  Moderator,  to  refer  for  one  moment  to  a  fact  adverted  to  in  your 
Foreign  Mission  Report  for  this  year.  I  am  afraid  the  same  fact  may  have 
appeared  in  saeh  reports  In  previous  years.  At  least,  I  know  well  that  in  some 
reports  which  I  and  others  have  from  time  to  time  penned  we  have  had  to 
advert  to  the  same  distressing  fact.  It  is  not  something  that  has  appeared  only 
of  late  yean  among  na ;  I  find  clear  traces  of   the  same  thing  more  than  1800 
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yean  ago,  when  the  loying  heart  of  Jeana  waa  tonchad  with  compaadoa^  and 
when,  torning  to  hia  diaciplea  He  aaid,  '<  The  harveit  tralj  ia  plentoona,  bat  tho 
laboorera  are  few."  PhyBlologiata  have  orer  and  over  again  laiaed  the  qantion  aa  to 
the  deterioration  in  point  of  phyaical  power  and  atatare  of  the  inhabitanta  of  thia 
and  other  lands.  I  find  that  in  confirmation  of  their  theortea  in  the  one  direetion 
or  in  the  other  they  are  eonatanily  referring  to  the  etandard  of  height  in  tba 
army.  Whether  the  teit  be  in  thia  reapect  correct  or  not,  I  am  not  at  thia 
moment  prepared  to  aay;  but  I  can  affirm  with  the  utmost  certainty  thai  there 
is  no  better  meana  of  gauging  the  apiritaal  life  and  strength  of  a  Chnroh,  tlian  by 
the  nnmber  of  men  who  step  forth  from  the  ranks,  and  say,  **  Here  am  I,  Lord, 
send  me."  When  the  qaickening,  reviring  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit  ia  felt^ 
when  like  watera  upon  the  thirsty  gronnd,  the  copious  dews  from  on  high  &11 
upon  the  heart  of  Uie  bride,  the  Lamb'a  wife,  then  the  noble  and  heroic  army 
grows  in  numbers,  pushes  forth  its  men  of  loftieat  spiritual  statnre,  and  the 
work  goes  on  so  bravely  and  so  well  that  the  Church  herself,  awakened  from  her 
dream  of  ignoble  repose,  looks  up  and  aays,  "  Who  are  theae  that  fly  as  dovea 
to  their  windows]"  In  nothing  ia  the  abaurdity  of  those  who  striTO  to  make  out  a 
qnaai-antagonism  between  Home  and  Foreign  Mission  effort  more  apparent  to  me 
than  in  thia  respect — that  the  Foreign  Mission  field  depends  for  its  anpply  of 
agenta  upon  the  amount  of  spiritual  force  possessed  by  the  Church  at  home. 
When  the  tide  of  reyiving  and  of  apiritaal  life  which  recently  flowed  orer  our  land 
waa  at  ita  height,  we  read  constantly  of  proffers  of  service  on  the  part  of 
those  whom  God  had  taken  from  the  fearful  pit,  and  whom  He  had  set  up  on  the 
Rock  of  Ages;  oh,  for  another  such  time,  for  another  aeaaon  of  that  bleased 
effusion  from  on  high  which  would  fill  the  thinned  ranks  of  those  noble  men  who 
are  even  now  braving  the  burden  and  the  heat  of  the  day  !  These  men  will  die^ 
I  know,  with  their  faces  to  the  foe,  but  aa  they  say,  **  Father,  into  Thy  handa  we 
commit  our  apirit ;"  would  it  not  gladden  their  hearts,  and  bring  the  gleam  of  joy 
to  the  eyes  that  are  to  be  aealed  in  death  to  know,  that  when  the  atandard 
CsUs  from  their  nerreless  grasp,  there  are  other  hands  to  uplift  it  and  to  bear  it 
against  the  frowning  ranks  of  the  foe  Y  It  cannot  but  be.  Moderator,  that  wiih  a 
Union  so  happily  consummated  as  that  which  we  have  witnessed  to-day,  the  numbera 
shall  be  largely  increased  of  our  labourers  in  the  Foreign  Mission  field.  I  hare 
Burely  heard  of  princely  sums  contributed  by  princely,  large-hearted  men, 
as  a  memorial  of  another  union  soon  to  be  consummated  on  the  other  aide  of 
the  Border.  All  honour  to  those  whose  joy  at  union  takea  thia  form.  Aa  for  me^ 
with  my  preaent  views  and  sympathies,  the  noblest  memorial,  the  most  beaotifal 
Ebeneser.stone  of  remembrance  would  be,  if  aa  the  outcome  of  thia  bleased  Union 
today  effected  we  could  report  in  the  next  Assembly  of  the  Free  Chorch  of 
Scotland  that  fifty  men  from  our  colleges  had  offered  themaelvea  to  thia  work  of 
preaching  Christ  in  the  regions  beyond. 

Whether  that  be  the  case  or  not^  I  may  make  thia  aasertion,  that  thia  United 
Church  baa  na  intention  of  slackening  her  efforts  for  the  evangelisation  of  tho 
heathen.  The  ground  which  we  have  won  we  mean  to  hold,  the  aweeteat  poasea- 
aions  of  the  Church  will  be  those  of  which  we  can  say  with  Jaoob,  *'  I  won  it 
with  my  bow  and  with  my  spear ; "  we  mean  '^  to  hold  the  fort,"  and  the  appear- 
ance  of  danger  or  of  indifference  will  but  make  us  all  the  more  tighten  onr  grasp, 
and  lay  our  hand  more  firmly  upon  the  arm  of  Jehovah.  Bat  the  other  morning 
I  observed  a  brief  paragraph  in  one  of  our  daily  newspapers  in  which  mention 
waa  made  of  one  of  those  instancea  of  heroism  hi  humble  life  which  one  alwaya 
marks  with  joy.  Repairs  had  to  be  executed  upon  the  rane  of  aome  ateeple,  two 
men  were  employed  in  the  work ;  one  of  them,  bearing  in  hia  hand  a  veaael  foil 
of  molten  lead,  waa  mounting  on  the  shoulders  of  his  comiade  to  the  higheat 
pinnacle.  A  fierce  gust  of  wind  caoaed  him  for  a  moment  to  away,  and  a  portion 
of  the  molten  metal  to  fall  upon  the  arm  of  the  man  below.  Bealiaing  that  hia  own 
life  and  the  life  of  hia  comrade  depended  upon  the  tenacity  of  hia  grip,  he  below 
hM  on ;  though  the  tender  akin  of  the  arm  waa  all  destroyed  under  the  terrible 
shower,  though  the  drops  of  liquid  6 re  burned  into  nerve  and  mnacle  and  ainew, 
into  the  very  bone,  he  would  not  let  go,  till  the  work  for  which  he  waa  then  had 
been  accomplished,  and  his  comrade'a  safety  waa  aecured.  English  pluck  and 
Engliah  endurance  never  ahone  out  more  clearly  than  at  the  moment  when  with 
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Um  npUimed  to  Qod  he  realUed  the  &et  thai  if  he  warered,  if  he  faltered  for  a 
moment^  all  was  lost.  Shall  the  lesson  be  thrown  away  1  We  are  striving  to  fix 
the  banner  of  the  Cross  high  ap  npon  the  hostile  towers  of  Satan's  klogdom« 
cor  missionariea  are  winning  their  waj  to  the  loftiest  points — ^they  meant  npon 
the  shoulders  of  yoox  giTing,  of  yonr  prayers,  of  your  words  of  eneooragement — 
they  feel  safe  aa  long  as  they  know  that  yonr  hends  are  holding  by  the  hand  of 
Ood,  and  that  no  amonnt  of  disconzagement,  no  amount  of  trial  will  make  yon 
let  go  thai  hold,  till  there  falls  from  the  serene  of  the  heaven  above  the  words  of 
triumph,  the  pssan  of  a  noble  victory,  «<  The  kingdoms  of  this  world  are  become  the 
kingdoma  of  our  God  and  of  His  Chrietw" 

Dr.  DUFF,  who  was  received  with  cheers,  said  that  he  would  not  now  at  that 
late  and  unsessonable  honr  (eleven  o'clock)  address  the  meeting  at  any  length. 
Indeed,  the  right  thing  would  probably  be,  not  to  attempt  to  address  them  at  all. 
In  the  first  place,  what  little  strength  he  had  was  all  but  gone,  so  that  he  felt 
physically  incapable  of  making  himself  properly  heard ;  and,  in  the  second  place, 
after  the  intense  strain  to  which  their  mental  powers  and  spiritual  BUBceptibilities 
had  already  been  subjected,  the  strength  as  well  as  patience  of  the  audience  ^lust 
be  thoroughly  exhausted.  Under  such  unfavourable  circumstances,  he  could  only 
very  briefly  indicate  the  line  of  thought  and  remark  which  he  had  intended  to 
pursue. 

During  the  day,  and  especially  in  the  acting  of  the  central  scene,  with  the  grand 
hiatorie  associations  and  hallowed  memories  it  was  fitted  to  awaken,  how  poor,  how 
insignificant,  how  contemptible  appeared  a  thousand  petty,  paltry,  trivial  questions, 
which  were  so  apt  to  absorb  their  time  and  attention,  their  Intellects  and  their 
hearts  1  It  really  seemed  as  if  the  marvellous  prayer  of  Isaiah  had  been  heard  and 
answered  on  their  behalf; — that  Jehovah  did  rend  the  heavens,  and  come  down 
amongst  them  to  countenance  their  blessed  Union  by  His  presence,  as  in  the  day^^ 
of  old  among  the  thousands  of  Israel — that  the  mountains  of  their  rocky  hearth, 
with  all  their  ramparts  of  sinful  alienation  and  prejudice,  had  melted  before  Him — 
and  that  their  souls,  thus  molten  by  the  heavenly  fire,  had  been  fused  together  as 
in  a  burning  furnace  of  divine  love !  Oh,  that  such  experiences  were  as  lasting  as 
they  were  joyous  when  thus  vividly  realised  f 

The  solemn  proceedings  of  the  day — by  far  the  most  noteworthy  in  the  history 
of  their  Church  since  those  of  the  ever-memorable  Disruption-day — ^had  reference 
chiefly,  if  not  exclusively,  to  the  bearings  of  the  Union,  now  happily  consummated, 
on  Home  interests  and  relationships.  Bight  congruous  and  fitting,  therefore,  was 
it,  thai  these  ahonld  be  wound  up  by  as  distinct  a  reference  of  its  bearings  on 
Foreign  interesU  and  relationships,  of  a  character  not  less  momentous.  Had  time 
permitted,  it  was  hia  intention  to  have  shown,  what  eould  not  be  too  freqaenily 
repeated,  that»  while  it  jrss  the  bounden  duty  of  the  Christian  Church,  or  any  branch 
thereof,  faithfully  to  discbarge  all  evangelic  functions  within  her  own  borders,  and 
strive  resolutely  to  maintain  purity  of  doctrine  and  worship,  scriptural  government 
and  godly  discipline, — all  this  should  be,  not  that  she  might  sit  down  in  ignoble 
repose,  as  if  her  great  work  had  been  ended,  inatead  of  being  only  begun ;  satisfied 
with  glorying  in  her  vindicated  principles  and  recovered  purity  and  strength,  instead 
of  regarding  these  heaven-bestowed  privileges  as  mearu  towards  a  vastly  higher 
end — even  the  higher  and  nobler  end,  or  grand  ulterior  and  outwardly  aggressive 
or  evangelistic  work,  which  the  Supreme  Head  of  the  Church  had  imperatively 
enjoined  upon  her, — that  of  evangelising  the  nations. 

Such  assuredly  was  the  Bible  view  of  the  subject — a  view,  from  the  neglect  of 
which  churches  had  heretofore  drooped  and  languished,  or  ultimately  become  extinct 
— a  view  which,  had  there  been  time  for  it,  it  was  his  intention  to  illustrate  and 
confirm,  by  referring  to  God's  eternal  purpose  in  connection  with  the  economy  of 
redemption ;  to  the  entire  strain  of  Old  Testament  prophecy  and  New  Testament 
example  and  eommands ;  to  the  constitution  and  chief  end  of  the  Christian  Church, 
as  the  salt  of  the  earth,  and  light  of  the  world ;  and  to  the  aetive  nature  and  spon- 
taneous outgoings  of  grace  in  every  awakened,  quickened  soul.  But  of  these  most 
fertile  and  transcendently  important  themes,  he  eould  not  now  so  much  as  cross 
the  threahold. 

The  next  subject  to  which  he  would  fain  have  adverted  at  some  length,  was 
the  manner  in  which  their  beloved  brethren,  who  lineally  represented  the  witness- 
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ing  worthies  to  whom  chiefly  belonged  the  m&rtjr-gnyes  of  old  Scotland,  were  lef 
io  this  ootward  aggreiaiye  action  of  a  tnily  liying  eyangelical  Church  of  ChriaU 
Kow,  however,  he  could  do  little  more  than  barely  advert  to  the  fact,  that,  uo  long  as 
their  fathers  carried  on  their  mighty  contendings  for  all  God's  tnith  in  opposition  to 
all  deadly  errors — for  that,  after  all,  was  the  main  end  and  object  of  the  famous 
Covenants,  and  was  substantially  work  of  a  high  evaugelistic  order — amid  the 
tossings  and  buffetings  of  the  tumultuous  ocean  of  strife  and  contention  which 
raged  all  around  them — they  were  spiritually  flourishing,  and  spiritually  strong. 
But  when  times  of  peace  came  round,  and  all  outwardly  aggressive  warfare  ceased, 
their  descendants,  quietly  retiring  into  obscure  nooks  and  corners,  were  gradually 
smitten  with  tendencies  towards  spiritual  faintness  and  languishment.  True,  their 
peculiar  testimony  on  behalf  of  the  Headship  of  Christ  over  His  Church,  and  Hia 
Kingship  over  the  nations,  they  never  dropped,  though  delivered  to  comparatively 
small  handfuls,  without  ezertii^  any  palpable  aggressive  influence  on  the  outside 
world.  And  in  the  course  of  to<day's  proceedings,  frequent  references  had  been 
made  to  both,  and  by  none  more  impressively  than  by  the  revered  Moderator  of  the 
late.Beformed  Presbyterian  Church,  whose  thrilling  utterances  had  in  them  the  old 
ring  of  the  heroic  testimonies  of  Drumclog  and  Airdsmoss,  and  other  battle  scenes 
of  Covenanting  days.  But  in  earlier  and  later  times,  both  doctrines  had  often  been 
kept  practically  in  abeyance  by  various  parties  who,  in  theory,  professed  stoutly  to 
uphold  them.  As  regarded  the  latter  in  particular,  or  the  doctrine  of  Christ's  King- 
ship over  the  nations,  there  were  individuals  now  who  loudly  and  almost  vauntingly 
proclaimed  their  adhesion  to  it ;  but,  though  they  knew  that,  of  the  nations,  many 
were  still  up  in  arms  and  in  open  revolt  against  Him,  while  the  greater  part  were 
wholly  ignorant  of  His  very  existence,  they  put  forth  no  effort,  or  none  worthy  of 
the  name,  to  quell  the  rebels,  or  enlighten  and  subdue  the  people  under  Him.  With 
such,  accordingly,  because  of  the  inconsistency  between  their  doctrine  and  practice, 
he  could  not  but  have  a  good-natured  controversy  of  his  own ;  since,  to  be  satisfied 
with  merely  emblazoning  the  doctrine  on  their  Ecclesiastical  flag,  and,  after  pointing 
to  it  there,  taking  it  down  and  sleeping  upon  it,  doing  little  or  nothing  to  secure  for 
U  actual  homage,  was  surely  not  active  loyalty  to  Christ,  as  King  of  nations,  but 
downright  disloyalty.  Now,  the  grand  object  of  Foreign  Missions  was  to  cany  out 
Uiis  glorious  doctrine  of  their  creed  into  living  practice ;  and,  through  the  proclama- 
tion of  the  everlasting  gospel  to  all  kindreds,  and  tribes,  and  peoples,  and  nations, 
not  to  stop  short  till  the  whole  world  was  brought  into  loyal  and  loving  subjection 
to  their  Sovereign  Lord  and  King. 

All,  therefore,  who  intelligently  and  honestly  maintained  the  doctrine  of  Christ's 
Kingship  over  the  nations,  were  laid  under  absolute  and  paramount  obligation  to 
deny  themselves  to  the  uttermost,  and  put  forth  their  utmost  energies  in  vigorously 
promoting  the  Foreign  Mission  cause.  Whether  some  profiound  conviction  of  this 
kind^  seizing  their  beloved  brethren,  constrained  them  with  the  force  of  a  consistent 
and  resistless  logic,  to  rise  up  and  all  at  once  take  a  foremost  place  in  the  ranks  of 
the  sacramental  host  now  rapidly  advancing  for  the  spiritual  conquest  of  the  nations, 
it  was  not  for  him  to  say.  But  be  that  as  it  might,  the  fact  was  undoubted  that» 
about  a  generation  ago,  coming  forth  from  their  nooks  and  comers,  they  suddenly 
became  a  Missionary  Church.  Almost  at  a  single  bound  they  promptly  proceeded 
to  convey  the  gospel  of  grace  and  salvation  to  the  New  Hebrides  Isles,  in  the  utter- 
most parts  of  Uie  earth.  And  ever  since  then  this  new  evangelistic  movement  had 
proved  the  very  life's  blood  of  their  Church — having  continued  to  impart  a  per* 
oeptibly  quickening  influence  to  all  its  membership. 

This  would  naturally  have  led  him,  in  the  third  place,  had  there  been  time  for 
it,  to  trace  the  rise  and  progress,  through  a  complicated  variety  of  enormous 
difficulties,  of  that  most  interesting  mission,  including  sketches  of  the  physical 
characteristics  of  the  ialands ;  the  voyagings  of  the  missionary  vessel,  the  "  Day- 
spring,"  amongst  them ;  and  the  peculiar  manners,  customs,  and  habits  of  their 
degraded  inhabitants,  sunken  as  they  are  in  the  lowest  deptlis  of  savage  and  even 
cannibal  barbarism;  but,  however  reluctantly,  he  most  for  the  present  forbear. 
Enough  to  say  that  the  agents  of  five  other  Presbyterian  Churches  had  subsequently 
gone  forth  to  the  same  group  of  islands ;  and  that  all  had  co-operated  in  ways  of 
mutual  assistance,  brotherly  kindness,  and  charity,  rarely  if  ever  so  fully  exemplified 
either  in  the  Old  World  or  New.    Seven  of  the  islands  had  boon  taken  possesaioiv 
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of  and  puiUlly  ChrlBtUniBed.  Aneityam,  the  moBt  loatherly  of  the  group,  and  the 
fint  occupied  by  their  beloTed  friends,  was  the  moat  adyanced.  There  the  whole 
papulation  was  now  profeasedlj,  or  nominally,  Christian,  and  many  of  them  genuine 
eonTerta.  By  the  yenerable  Hr.  Inglis,  who  had  zealously  and  indefatigably,  and 
with  uncommon  tact,  prudence,  and  moral  courage,  laboured  there  for  upwards  of  a 
quarter  of  a  eentuiyy  the  language  had  been  reduced  to  form,  and  the  greater  part 
of  thA  Bible  tranalated  into  it.  Besides  thia  island,  other  two  were  occupied  by  their 
frienda,  so  that,  in  ooming  to  them  that  day  they  did  not  come  empty-handed.  If, 
as  the  amailer  but  not  leaa  honourable  body,  they  be  lovingly  regarded  aa  the  spouse, 
in  oonatituting  the  ecclesiastical  marriage  of  to-day,  they  brought  along  with  them 
a  handsome  dowry,  oonaiating  of  three  islands  and  three  ordained  missionaries, 
with  their  chnrohea,  manaes,  and  schools ;  seyeral  hundreds  not  merely  of  professing 
Christians,  but  of  actual  Church  members ;  and  a  goodly  number  of  natire  elders 
uud  deaeona,  natire  teachers  and  pupils — ^a  gift  this,  immeasurably  more  precioua 
than  all  the  costly  preaenta  recently  bestowed  by  the  Bajahs  and  Mahanyahs, 
princes  and  nobles  of  India,  on  the  Heir-apparent  of  the  British  throne !  And 
surely,  in  the  presence  of  that  yenerable  Assembly,  and  the  great  cloud  of  witnesses 
all  aroand,  he  might  be  excused  for  saying  that  the  presentation  of  so  many  hundreds 
of  once  naked,  brutal,  sayage  cannibals — transformed  into  new  creatures  in  Christ 
Jesus,  elothed  and  in  their  right  mind,  sitting  down  at  the  table  of  the  Lord,  to 
partake  intelligently  and  feelingly  of  the  symbols  of  His  broken  body  and  shed 
blood,  there  singing  the  praises  of  redeeming  loye,  and  joyfully  anticipating  the 
hallelnjaha  of  the  skiea, — ^furnished  the  most  deeisive  proof  of  the  undiminished  and 
undiminishsble  power  of  a  Hying  Christianity  in  reclaiming,  renewing,  and  elevating 
humanity  in  its  lowest  and  most  abject  condition,  as  well  as  the  most  emphatic 
practical  confutation  of  the  philosophic  speculations,  and  physical  or  metaphysical 
rereriea  and  phantasms  of  the  Tyndallist  and  Anthropological  schools,  anent  the 
alleged  ignoble  origin  and  ignoble  destiny  of  man. 

From  all  thia  they  might  be  prepared  for  a  strong  expression  of  his  confidence, 
that  from  that  day*s  accession  they  were  amply  warranted  in  looking  for  a  fresh  im- 
pulse of  life,  activity,  and  strength  to  all  their  home  operations  and  all  their  Foreign 
Misaions.  Long  ago,  afar  off  on  the  banks  of  the  Ganges — and  more  keenly,  per- 
haps, there  than  had  he  been  nearer  home,  when  they  came  out  at  the  Disruption — 
he  felt,  not  in  t!he  way  of  boastfolneas  or  pride,  but  in  gratitude  to  God  for  His  un- 
deserred  goodness — ^that  really  and  truly,  for  the  accomplishment  of  some  noble 
and  worthy  end,  they  had  then  become  great,  glorious,  and  free — and  he  felt  today 
that  they  had  receiyed,  not  in  quantity  but  in  quality,  a  prodigious  increment  of 
force,  which,  nnder  the  continued  blessing  of  God,  might  cause  their  real  greatness 
and  gloiy  and  usefnlneis  in  the  world  at  large  to  be  indefinitely  augmented.  They 
were,  therefore,  rejoiced,  not  only  cordially  to  welcome  those  visibly  present  now 
with  their  home  flocks,  but  also  their  foreign  missionaries,  with  their  natiye  flocks, 
newly  reclidmed  from  groasest  heathenism ;  yea,  to  embrace  them  all  in  the  arms 
ckf  Uieir  loye,  and  receiye  them  into  their  yeiy  hearis. 

Already,  had  their  beloved  friends  succeeded,  unaided,  in  triumphantly  planting 
the  atandard  of  Coyenanted  BeformaUon,  which  was  only  another  name  for  primltiye 
Apostolie  Christianity  restored,  among  the  cannibal  tribes  of  Melanesia,  or  Western 
Polyneaiji;  and  now  that  they  were  united  they  would  haye  it  in  their  power  to  help 
them  in  the  good  work,  and  not  to  desist  till  the  whole  of  these  islands  were 
brought  to  the  Lord.  And  henceforward  their  friends  united  with  them  would,  by 
their  aetiye  sympathy,  and  counsel,  and  aid,  help  them  more  successfully  than 
heretofore  to  plant  the  same  atandard  of  Coyenanted  Beformation  among  the  Greeks, 
Karonites,  and  Druses  of  Lebanon,  that  goodly  mountain,  so  fondly  personified  and 
depicted  by  Arab  poets  as  bearing  Winter  on  hia  head.  Spring  on  his  shoulders. 
Autumn  in  his  bosom,  while  Summer  always  lay  sleeping  at  his  feet ;  help  them  to 
plant  it  among  the  typical  negroea  of  the  Highlands  of  Southern  Ethiopia  and  the 
Kaffirs  and  Zidns  of  South  Africa;  help  them  to  plant  it  among  the  hundreds  of 
millions  of  Zoroaatriane,  Mohammedans,  Hindus,  Aboriginal,  and  other  nondeacript 
tribea  and  raeea  of  India.  And  if  the  Lord  graciously  prospered  them — opening 
the  hearts  of  His  people,  to  pour  out  their  liberalities  like  streams  from  Lebanon, 
and  of  His  ministering  servants,  alike  young  and  old,  to  more  ready  personal  con- 
secration to  the  mission  cause, — why  might  they  not  ere  long  be  unitedly  plantiog 
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it  among  the  hnndredB  of  millionB  of  China,  Japan,  the  eontinent-Uko  lalanda  of 
the  yast  Indian  Archipelago,  and  all  other  deaolaie  regions  of  the  earth. 

Then,  remembering  that  one  of  their  leading  principlea  of  action  in  edaeational 
miflsionary  operations  had  been  to  use  the  Bnglish  language,  which  was  rapid  I  j 
becoming  the  instroment  of  caltnred  thonght  and  communication  to  the  literate 
world  of  all  lands,  as  the  most  effectlTC  medium  of  contributing  the  stores  of  all 
knowledge,  human  and  dirine,  to  the  thoronghlj  educated  few;  and  the  remacular 
tongues  of  all  peoples  and  races,  as  the  irrigating  rills  or  channels  for  distributing 
these  stores  among  the  myriads  of  the  less  educated  many, — as  the  result  of  this 
process  in  eyery  mission  field,  a  sublime  spectacle  of  surpassing  inteiest  might  yet 
be  witnessed  by  the  younger  members  of  the  now  happily  united  Assembly  in  that 
Tcry  Hall,  which  already  had  been  the  scene  of  so  many  stirring  eyenU  of  undying 
renown«  Already  had  natives  of  India  t>een  amongst  them,  and  addressed  them 
with  ease  and  flaency,  and  admirable  Christian  sense,  in  the  English  language,  •f 
that  Assembly,  ene  of  the  members,  the  clerical  representatiye  of  the  Presbytery 
of  Calcotta,  the  Rey.  Praaunna  Kumar  Chaterji,  was  bj  birth  a  Kulin  Brahman  of 
the  highest  caste,  and  had  he  been  present  could  hare  deliTcred  a  telling  address  in 
EngliflAi.  And  the  day  might  not  be  far  distant  when  they  might  see  congregated 
in  and  around  that  platform  representatives  from  the  Greeks,  Maronites,  and  Druses 
of  Lebanon ;  the  negroes  of  Southern  Ethiopia,  and  the  Zalus  and  Kaffirs  of  South 
Africa;  the  Zoroastrians,  Mohammedans,  Hindas^  Aboriginal  and  other  races  of 
India ;  the  Chinese,  Japanese,  Malays,  New  Hebrideans,  and  other  multitudinous 
tribes  of  earth — all,  all  of  them  able,  as  awakened,  regenerate,  edacated  Christian 
men,  to  address  them  in  their  own  English  mother- tongue.  And  when  they  were 
seen  marching  in  single  file  into  the  Hall,  to  take  their  allotted  seats  there,  he  must 
be  excused  for  saying  that,  viewed  in  the  light  of  prophecy  concerning  the  latter- 
day  glory,  it  would  be  a  grander,  nobler,  and  in  all  respects  a  diviner  procession 
than  even  that  of  to-day,  pre-eminently  remarkable  though  that  was,  as  the  doing 
of  the  Lord,  and  marvellous  in  their  eyes.  Such  a  spectacle,  if  realised,  might  well 
be  regarded  as  a  prelude  and  anticipation,  in  humble  terrestrial  miniature,  of  tho 
sublime  celestial  spectacle  presented  to  the  Holy  Seer  in  Apocalyptic  vinon,  when 
he  beheld  the  great  multitude  which  no  man  could  number,  of  all  nations,  and  kin- 
dreds, and  peoples,  and  tongues,  standing  around  the  throne  and  before  the  Lamb^ 
clothed  with  the  white  robes  of  righteousness,  and  palms  of  victory  in  their  hands. 
But  realised  in  due  time  it  might  and  should  be,  if,  true  to  their  high  and  holj 
▼ocation,  they  only  rose,  and  that  right  speedily^  to  the  height  of  their  peerless 
privileges  and  unequalled  opportunities.  Oh,  then,  let  them  srise  in  right  earnest; 
let  them  arise  now,  and,  renewing  their  Covenant  oath  to  Him  who  liyeth  for  ever 
and  ever,  let  them,  by  the  number  and  extent  of  their  self-sacrifices,  prove  the 
reality  and  strength  of  their  convictions  in  the  face  of  all  Christendom.  Let  them 
arise,  and,  bringing  forth  their  creed  from  the  mausoleums  of  a  barren  profession, 
let  them,  as  belligerents,  display  it  aloft  before  the  world,  as  that  by  which  and  for 
which  they  were  resolutely  determined  to  conquer  or  to  die.  Let  them  arise^  and, 
putting  on  the  whole  armour  of  Ood,  let  them  march  forth  in  the  spirit  of  the 
ancient  warriors  of  the  cross.  Let  their  watchword  and  shout  of  battle  be,  "  Christy 
the  Supreme  Head  of  the  Church ;  Christ,  King  and  Governor  among  the  nations.'* 
And  let  them  not  lay  down  their  arms  till,  as  the  fruit  of  many  a  struggle  and 
snany  a  victory.  His  Headship  over  the  Church,  and  His  Kingship  over  the  nationfl, 
already  His  by  right  of  purchase,  were  triumphantly  made  His  as  Lord  of  all  in 
actual  possession.  In  the  course  and  progress  of  this  tremendous  warfare  let  them 
be  cheered  and  animated  by  the  assurance  that  ultimate  complete  success  waa 
secured  to  them  by  the  eternal  purpose  of  the  unchangeable  God  ;  and  that  "all  the 
promises  do  travail  with  a  glorious  day  of  grace."  "  Blessed  jubilee  i  "  let  Uiem 
all,  then,  with  united  hearts  and  voices,  joyously  exclaim,  "  Blessed  jubilee  I  let 
thy  glorious  morning  dawn ! "  Blessed  jubilee,  indeed  I  Not  the  jubilee  of  n 
single  Church  or  nation,  however  signally  distinguished,  like  Israel  of  old,  but  the 
jubilee  of  a  once  groaning  but  now  awakened,  quickened,  beatified  world  1 — ajubileCy 
in  the  celebration  of  which  the  ten  thousand  times  ten  thousand,  and  thousands  of 
thousands  of  the  redeemed  above,  shall  unite  with  their  triumphal  song  of  "  Biesa- 
ing,  and  glory,  and  honour,  and  power  be  unto  Him  that  sitteth  upon  the  throne 
and  unto  the  Lamb  for  ever  and  ever  1 " 

The  Assembly  then  iTdjourned  till  next  day  at  half-past  ten. 
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The  AiMmblj  resumed  at  half-past  ten  o'clock  thia  morning,  and  waa  engaged 
In  priTate  conference  on  the  state  of  religion  in  the  country  till  noon.    Dr.  Jv^u 
Wood,  Domfriea,  occnpied  the  ohdr. 
The  Aaaemblj  met  in  publie  at  noon — Dr.  Thomas  M'Lanohlan,  Moderator. 

BBFOKF  or  TRI  BDUOATIOK  COMMITTa. 

Mr.  MAIN,  conyener  of  the  Education  Committee,  gave  in  the  Report  of  that 
Committee  on  the  Edacation  Scheme  (Appendix  II.) 

In  connection  with  the  Report  of  the  Edacation  Committee  the  foUowing  overture 
was  taken  up  from  the  Synod  of  Lothian  and  Tireeddale,  craying  the  Assembly  ''  to 
set  apart  a  suitable  portion  of  time  to  consider  some  important  questions  of  present 
interest  in  connection  with  edacation,  and  especially — 1.  How  to  secure  more  effec- 
tually religions  teaching  in  the  primary  schools  accordiog  to  use  and  wont;  2.  How 
to  secure  such  higher  teaching  throughout  the  whole  country,  as  will  prepare  pro- 
mising young  men  everywhere  for  the  unirersities ;  3.  Whether  only  and  what  duty 
resta  with  the  Church  in  connection  with  the  recent  establishment  of  Chairs  of  Edu- 
cation in  the  UniTersities  of  Edinburgh  and  St.  Andrews." 

Mr.  MAIK,  in  submitting  the  report,  gave  a  summary  of  its  leading  features. 
After  referring  to  the  fact  that  in  future  all  the  schools  in  the  Lowlands  that  were 
continued  in  connection  with  the  Free  Church  must  be  carried  on  entirely  at  the 
expense  of  the  congregations  and  deacons'  courts,  the  committee  were  unanimously 
of  opinion  that  the  time  had  come  when  the  same  principle  ought  to  be  applied  to 
the  Highlands  and  Islands.     If  any  grant  should  be  asked  to  be  continued,  there 
must  be  special  reasons  given  to  the  committee  why  the  school  board  was  not  doing 
the  work,  and  why  the  school  was  continued ;  because  it  was  wrong  that  the  com- 
mittee should  be  called  upon  to  do  the  duty  of  school  boards,  and  that  school  boards 
should  take  the  benefit  of  their  schools  and  teachers  till  they  were  prepared  to 
undertake  their  own  duty,  and  then  abandon  the  teachers,  and  leave  them  as  a 
buzden  on  the  Church.    It  was  right  that  the  deacons'  courts  in  the  Highlands  and 
Islands  should  understand  that  they  should  communicate  with  the  school  board  in 
their  district,  and  be  able  to  tell  the  committee  what  were  the  reasons  why  the 
school  board  did  not  undertake  their  statutory  daty ;  and  it  was  only  right  that 
these  school  boards,  if  they  could  not  undertake  their  own  duty,  should  ask  them  to 
allow  their  schools  to  be  continued,  and  that  they  should  be  prepared  at  the  proper 
time  to  recognise  the  claims  of  oor  teachers  for  a  retiring  allowance  from  the  board. 
They  would  not  deal  harshly  with  any  teacher;  but  the  committee  would  expect  that 
an  exceptional  case  ahonld  be  made  out  before  they  continued  any  grants.    As  to 
the  retiring  allowancea  for  teachers,  the  committee  had  resolved,  that  instead  of 
three-fourths  each  should  receive  his  former  salary  in  full,  and  that  £10  should  be 
added  to  the  salaries  of  all  those  who  are  upwards  of  seventy  years  of  age,  so  that 
their  allowances  will  range  from  £25  to  £40  a  year.    He  was  quite  certain  that  the 
^ay  would  never  come  when  the  Free  Church  would  allow  these  old  men  to  spend 
their  days  in  poverty,  espeoially  when  they  remembered  that  so  many  were  ejected, 
and  had  to  &ce  the  Disruption  under  difficulties  that  ministers  did  not  in  some 
respects  require  to  face,  and  now,  in  the  day  of  their  old  age,  when  they  were  no 
longer  fit  for  teaching,  it  would  be  a  frrong  done  to  those  worthy  men  if  they  did 
not  come  forward  in  some  fitting  way  and  show  their  sense  of  the  noble  stand  they 
made,  and  of  the  value  of  the  services  they  gave  to  the  cause  of  edacation  and 
religion  for  more  than  thirty  years,  and  he  was  sure  that,  though  the  sum  required 
bordered  on  £1000,  the  Free  Church  would  support  the  committee  in  their  resolu- 
tion to  provide  for  these  men.    "  In  order  that  an  estimate  may  be  made  of  the 
amount  which  will  probably  be  required  in  future  for  retiring  allowances,  the  com- 
mittee feel  it  to  be  important  that,  at  this  stage,  a  list  be  made  up  of  the  names  of  all 
teachers  who  may  be  regarded  as  entitled  to  a  retiring'  allowance — though  they  may 
continue  to  teach  for  a  few  years  longer.   All  such  teachers  are  requested  to  forward, 
before  the  end  of  December  next.,  through  the  Presbyteries  within  whose  bounds 
ihtj  respectively  reside,  a  statement  showing  the  grounds  on  which  their  claim 
lesU."    Beferring  next  to  the  statements  in  the  report  as  to  the  normal  schools,  Mr. 


188  BEFOBT  OF  THE  EDUCATION  OOMKITTEE. 

Main  ezpressed  his  conviction  that  the  conntiy  waa  not  fully  aware  of  the  qnaiitltyy 
and  of  the  high  quality  of  the  work  done  at  the  normal  achooUi,  which  were  aecond 
to  none  in  the  country.  The  senrice  they  had  rendered  in  eleyating  the  standard  of 
education  ?ras  beyond  all  praise.  The  qneition  of  the  bearing  of  the  setting  ap  of 
the  edacation  chairs  on  their  normal  schools  was  a  very  important  one  indeed.  Thej 
bad  no  objection  to  these  edacation  chairs  considered  in  themselTCS,  bat  they  were 
not  prepared  tamely  to  submit  without  a  struggle  to  any  attempt  to  serer  the  normal 
schools  from  the  Churches  of  the  land.  They  had  no  objection  to  an  education  chair, 
but  they  saw  no  reason  why  a  professor  of  education  in  the  Uniyersity  should  be 
made  the  head  of  the  normal  school,  and  why  the  connection  should  be  cut  betwixt 
the  normal  schools  and  the  Churches.  If  they  would  hare  their  education  chair,  let 
them  have  it;  but  he  asked  the  Church  to  bear  this  in  mind,  that  if  these  nonnal 
■chools  be  attached  to  the  XTniTersities^  then  the  religions  training  of  the  students 
must  cease.  If  they  lost  the  religious  training  of  the  teachers,  they  would  lose  the 
only  hold  they  now  had  directly  as  a  Church  upon  the  religious  education  of  the 
country ;  and  knowing,  as  he  did,  the  high  character  of  the  Rector  of  their  Normal 
School  in  Edinbargh,  and  the  religious  stamp  and  impress  of  his  character  that  he 
left  upon  the  young  people  who  went  from  under  his  charge,  he  felt  that  they  were 
doing  a  great  service  to  the  religious  element  in  the  education  of  the  countiy  when 
they  had  the  nonnal  students  under  such  a  training  as  his.  They  were  anxious  to 
elevate  the  teaching  capabilities  of  teachers ;  they  were  not  adverse  to  the  university 
training  of  the  future  teachers  of  the  country.  So  far  from  that,  they  were  actually 
paying  the  fees  of  twenty-seven  students  who  were  attending  the  universities  for  the 
erdinsxy  classes  of  the  arts  course ;  and  that  was  certainly  far  more  important  than 
attending  a  mere  education  chair.  It  was  a  piece  of  utter  foolishness  to  delude  the 
country  to  suppose  that  by  setting  up  an  education  chair  they  were  elevating  the 
teaching  capabilities  of  their  normal  school  students.  The  Education  Committee 
were  doing  something  far  better  when  they  were  encouraging  them  to  go  to  the 
nnfversity,  and  paying  for  their  classes  in  the  ordinary  arts  course ;  and  that  might 
be  continued  to  a  much  greater  extent  Alludiog  next  to  the  necessity  for  increased 
accommodation  in  the  Edinborgh  Normal  School,  and  pleading  for  assistance  in  that 
work,  Mr  Main  said  that  during  the  last  ten  years  825  students  had  left  the  Normal 
School  of  Edinburgh  to  go  as  teachers  over  the  land.  After  urging  the  claims  of  the 
fund  for  a  collection  this  year,  Mr.  Main  concluded  by  saying  that  there  were  two 
things  in  regard  to  the  common  schools  of  the  country  that  he  held  to  be  vitaL  One 
was,  that  those  who  had  charge  of  them  should  see  to  it  that  there  should  be  reli« 
gious  teaching  in  them  all,  and  the  other  was  that,  instead  of  confining  themselves^ 
as  of  late  years  they  had  too  much  done,  to  what  was  called  the  three  R's,  they  should 
see  that  the  education  should  be  raised  to  a  higher  position  than  it  was  in  the  former 
parochial  schools  of  Scotland.  If  the  system  of  the  three  R's  had  always  been  nni- 
▼ersal,  it  would  have  thinned  the  ranks  of  the  three  professions.  It  was  impossible 
that  by  any  system  of  secondary  schools— desirous  as  he  was  of  seeing  them  elevated 
and  multiplied — they  could  reach  the  universal  mind  of  the  country.  They  would 
never  get  hold  of  the  capable  young  men  of  the  country  unless  they  had  In  parish 
and  common  schools  the  means  of  classical  and  mathematical  education  plaoed 
within  the  reach  of  the  common  people  of  the  land.  And  thus,  by  bringing  a  higher 
style  of  education  within  the  reach  of  them  all,  and  at  the  same  time  a  religious 
education,  they  would  make  them  the  men  of  sense,  intelligence,  ssgacity,  and  holy 
living  for  which  their  land  had  been  so  famous,  so  that  wherever  Scotchmen  had 
gone  th^  had  been  marked  not  more  by  the  broadness  of  their  Scotch  dialect  than 
by  the  soundness  of  their  Scotch  intellect 

Principal  DOUGLAS  said  that  in  some  respects  Mr.  Main  deserved  the  special 
qrmpathy  of  this  House  and  the  Church,  because  it  was  said  when  he  was  appointed 
to  the  office  he  had  a  falling  cause  and  a  dying  scheme  to  administer.  It  was  not 
very  pleasant  for  any  man  to  have  work  of  that  sort  put  into  his  hand.  But  what< 
ever  of  retrogression  or  diminution  there  had  been  in  the  area  and  energy  of  the 
Church's  educational  work,  he  thought  it  required  as  much  generalship  to  manage  » 
retreat  as  an  advance,  and  Mr.  Main  had  managed  that  work  adniirably  during  these 
past  years  oi  transition.  Yet  he  did  not  look  upon  this  as  a  retreat — least  of  all  aa 
a  retreat  in  consequence  of  being  defeated.  Thli  educational  scheme  was  started  by 
the  Church,  not  from  their  free  choice,  but  from  necessity,  because  at  the  time  of  th^ 
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Dimpti<m  m  many  parochial  and  other  teachers  were  turned  oat  of  office  in  a  yeiy 
onneceamy  and  harsh  manner,  and  they  were  compelled  to  set  up  achoola  oyer  the 
conniry.  Dr.  Gandliah,  though  belieying  that  their  separate  scheme  was  a  great 
blesaing  to  the  cause  of  edneatlon,  yet  always  maintained  in  this  Honse  that  a 
national  oystem  was  preferable  to  a  denominational  system.  He  remembered, 
when  he  was  still  a  student,  that  Dr.  Begg  argned  for  a  broad  national  ground,  and 
he  was  rare  he  rejoiced  that  day  that  they  neyer  had  deserted  that  ground  alto- 
gether, and  tiiat  at  last  they  had  come  to  a  rightful  position.  So  far,  therefore, 
from  reckoning  it  a  defeat  for  the  Church  to  give  up  her  schools  as  they  had  done, 
he  regarded  it  as  an  eridence  that  their  policy  had  been  jastified  before  the  eyes  of 
the  country,  and  that  in  the  end  a  solotion  had  been  obtained,  he  did  not  say 
iheoretioaUy  perfect,  but  practically  good  enough  for  the  object  they  had  in  ylew. 
He  moyed — 

^'  That  the  General  Assembly  approre  of  the  report,  and  record  their  thanks  to 
the  eommittee,  and  especially  to  the  conyener.  The  Assembly  are  decidedly  of 
opinion  that  the  improyements  suggested  in  the  report  in  regard  to  the  Normal 
School  Buildings  at  Bdinburgh  are  urgently  required ;  and  they  earnestly  exhort 
the  more  wealthy  members  of  the  Church  to  aid  it  in  securing  an  adequate  accom- 
plishment of  the  object  so  important" 

Befening  to  the  resolutions  to  be  moyed  by  Dr.  Begg,  he  said  it  was  quite  manifest 
thai  whnteyer  benefits  the  Education  Act  had  conferred  on  the  country,  it  required 
amendment  in  yarious  directions.    The  Yice-President  of  the  Committee  on  Bduca- 
tlon  had  introduced  a  bill  just  now  for  the  purpose  of  extending  the  operations  of 
the  Act  of  1870 ;  but  there  was  yery  little  of  that  bill  which  would  be  directly  useful 
in  Scotland.    But  there  must  be  analogous  legislation  in  regard  to  our  country — 
sneh  as  with  respect  to  the  Factory  and  other  Acts — in  their  bearing  on  education, 
and  the  age  at  which  young  people  were  to  be  permitted  to  commence  work,  either 
agricnltnnl  or  manufacturing.    The  question  of  secondary  education  ?ras  also  rery 
important,  both  in  so  far  as  ^e  setting  up  of  secondary  schools  was  necessary,  and 
also  for  preserying  the  old  Scottish  habit  of  making  our  public  schools  not  merely 
primary  schools  for  elementary  education,  but  for  more  than  this.    He  thought  it 
was  good  for  the  teachers  and  for  the  pupils  that  this  should  be  so.    The  Glasgow 
Sdiiwl  Board  at  present  had  80,000  children  under  their  care,  in  an  area  of  12 
square  mUes,  and  they  would  yeiy  much  like  if  there  were  some  means  of  proyiding 
the  boys  and  girls  who  were  able  scholars  with  bursaries  for  carrying  on  their 
farther  education.    It  would  haye  a  disastrous  effect  on  Scotland  if  the  present 
system  waa  left  in  its  incomplete  state.    They  had  objected  strongly  to  all  the 
management  of  education  being  carried  on  directly  and  immediately  by  a  Com- 
mittee of  Conncil  in  London — a  Board  so  inyisible  that  when  they  approached  it 
they  found  no  person  except  the  Secretary.    He  was  inclined  to  think  that  some- 
thing should  be  done  to  see  that  the  Board  of  Education  in  Scotland  should  be  made 
permanent.    With  reference  to  the  Chairs  of  Education,  he  had  to  state  that  he  did 
not  set  himself  against  the  proposal  as  hostile  to  the  Normal  Schools.    There  were 
many  writers  who  seem  to  think  that  there  was  no  opportunity  to  argue  this 
qneatiofn  wiUi  the  Free  Church,  as  it  was  standing  in  the  way  of  educational  progress, 
and  that  the  only  eonceiyable  progress  was  to  haye  these  Chairs  set  up  and  com- 
pulsory attendance  on  them  made  a  rule.    But  yarioas  considerations  must  come  in 
here.    For  instance,  first,  if  this  were  done,  what  were  they  to  do  for  the  training 
of  female  teachers!    Were  they  to  throw  open  the  Uniyersities  to  the  female 
stodents  ?    They  knew  that  the  Senatus  of  the  XTniyersity  of  Edinburgh  had  refused 
to  admit  women — he  did  no  tsay  whether  that  was  right  or  wrong — ^but  women  were 
kept  out  of  the  XTniyersity;  and  did  the  Assembly  think  the  Uniyersity  would  admit 
female  scholars  to  attend  the  Professors'  lectures— to  make  a  breach  in  the  fortifica- 
tion which  the  Senatus  had  thrown  round  the  XTniyersity  for  the  protection  of  the 
male  sex.    Again,  the  country  was  jealous,  and  rightly  jealous,  of  the  expenses  of 
Kormal  Schools  and  training  institutions,  and  they  had  been  placed  under  strict 
supervision  in  the  way  of  preyenting  anything  like  jobbery.    They  knew  that  the 
watchful  jealousy  of  the  Goyemment  had  made  the  conducting  of  their  Normal 
Schools  a  yery  dtfficalt  thing;  but  they  did  not  complain  of  that,  because  daring  the 
last  ten  years  some  instituUons  went  to  the  wall  in  conseqaence  of  not  being  able 
to  maintain  thcmselyes ;  bat  the  Scottish  Normal  Schools  had  stood  the  test  and 
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thrifen,  whieli  pnnrad  tliat  they  were  initiintod  on  eooAd  priadplei.  If  Prefewoij 
ef  Edoeation  were  eet  np,  woold  the  oeoapanta  of  theee  Chain  bo  oontent  to  bo  paid 
upon  the  Mme  pUn  ae  the  Normal  Behoole,  to  reeeiye  payment  only  for  the  loenlts 
of  their  work — ^for  the  teaehers  they  had  brooght  ont^  and  who  were  sneeoMlnl  1 
If  the  Profeeton  coniented  to  do  thie,  the  UniveiBity  would  not  do  lo,  beeaoM  tte 
Senatni  thought  eaeh  a  ooune  woald  be  injarious  to  the  Univenity  syateoi.  It 
would  be  a  Ion  to  the  eonntry  if  eo  much  was  paid  down  to  the  Profetson  aa  com- 
pared with  the  present  ayttem,  in  which  nothing  was  paid  except  In  legard  to  those^ 
who  had  done  good  aenrice  to  the  eonntiy.  Finally,  who  would  appoint  the 
Professon  of  Sdneation  t  Was  It  certain  that  the  appointments  by  the  Unlieni^ 
Court  and  the  Crown  to  Professorial  Chairs  were  inunaonlate  in  all  inatanoea  t  Ho 
thought  they  would  require  ftirther  knowledge  aa  to  who  would  appoint  the 
Professors  before  they  permitted  the  training  of  their  students  to  PioJiasuia 
without  knowing  how  that  waa  to  be  done.  Not  only  that,  bot  if  they  pnt 
this  teaching  into  the  hands  of  the  two  Professors,  or  even  four,  it  wenld  bo  » 
serious  monopoly.  Hen  were  asking  already  if  it  was  right  that  the  higher  teaohlBg* 
should  be  ozelusiTely  in  the  hands  of  the  Professors.  He  gave  no  opinion  upon 
that,  but  the  subject  of  extra-mural  teaching  was  ooming  more  prominently  beforo 
the  public  Let  the  Kormal  Schools  stand  as  they  were,  and  let  the  teachasa  net 
aa  eztra-mural  Professors,  and  he  thought  they  would  hold  their  own. 

Dr.  WILSON  seconded. 

Dr.  BEOG,  after  referring  to  the  seal  and  wisdom  with  which  Mr.  Main  had 
sided  oTor  the  Education  Committee,  expressed  his  eonvicUon  that  tlie  Chureii 
take  care  that  a  liberal  provision  should  be  made  for  all  the  old  teaohen.  If  iliaj 
had  reeeired  compensation  for  the  schools  they  had  parted  with,  which  would  Imwo 
amounted  to  je50,000  or  £60,000,  they  would  have  had  ample  maana  for  paying* 
theae  teachers.  At  the  same  time,  he  thought  the  Churdii  was  both  able  aad  will* 
ing  to  aeo  that  Juatice  was  done  to  theae  men.  The  fiiat  topio  embraood  In  the 
motion  of  which  he  had  given  notice  was  that  of  religions  instmetion  in  the  oom- 
men  aehoola.  The  present  law  provided  that  religious  instruction  miglit  be  giwen 
in  all  Uie  schools  at  certain  fixed  times.  It  was  important  that  their  draroli  ahoiikl 
see  that  advantage  was  taken  of  that  provision.  That  was  the  first  and  moat  las- 
portant  matter  in  connection  with  the  common  ocboola  to  which  th^  rdionld  diveei 
their  attention.  It  was  well  known  that  there  were  agendea  and  InAoencea  abnad 
which  tended  to  the  disparagement  and  to  the  omission  of  religions  t,eachlng  in  Iho 
schools.  For  example,  there  were  comparatively  few  inducements  to  the  teaalien 
to  give  such  religious  instruction,  inaonuch  aa  they  received  no  payment  lor  it» 
inannueh  as  the  time  was  not  the  most  oonvenlent  for  the  religions  inalnietion 
given  in  achools,  aa  there  waa  no  inspeotlon,  and  the  children  must  come  befoio 
the  ordinary  hours  of  instruction.  He  was  certain  it  would  be  the  mind  of  the 
Church  that  the  religious  instruction  of  the  young  lay  at  the  foundation  of  all 
Bound  education,  and  that  if  the  schools  of  Scotland  had  secured  great  advantagea 
to  the  country  and  the  world,  that  had  been  not  merely  becaaae  of  the  aeeolar 
teadiing,  to  which  of  course  they  did  not  object  in  the  slightest  degree— bnt  were 
anxious  to  make  It  as  effective  as  possible — but  it  had  been  mainly  owing  to 
the  fact  that  all  the  teaching  in  the  common  sehools  in  Scotland  had  hitherto 
been  pervaded  with  religious  instruction.  The  speculations  which  hsd  arisen  on 
this  subject  deserved  serious  consideration.  It  had  been  proposed,  for  example,  that 
religious  teaching  be  excluded  from  the  common  schools,  and  should  be  eondueted  in 
some  other  way.  Now,  no  one  who  looked  at  that  proposal  but  must  see  that  yapart 
from  all  other  considerations,  it  was  quite  impracticable.  For  no  one  had  been  able  to 
aay  where  secular  instruction  ended  and  where'  religious  instruction  began.  For  ex* 
ample,  how  would  it  do  in  connection  with  Scotch  history  to  omit  religions  iDstmctlon! 
How  would  it  do  to  teach  the  history  of  Scotland  without  teaching  about  the  Reforma- 
tion, and  all  the  events  which  had  encceeded  the  Reformation  1  How  was  it  poBsible 
for  the  teacher  to  say  to  the  children,  '*  I  will  tell  jou  about  the  history  of  Scotland  as 
iar  as  its  secular  matters  are  concerned,  and  some  one  else  will  tell  you  everything 
about  it  so  far  as  religious  matters  are  concerned  "  1  It  waa  impossible ;  it  had  never 
l>een  experimented  upon.  Could  they  suppose  that  a  man  was  able  to  teach  geogra- 
phy, and  tell  the  children  about  Jeruiialem,  about  Nazareth,  without  mentioning  a  word 
about  religion  ?  How  could  a  child  be  taught  even  the  phraseology  which  waa  employed 


wankLYf  VAT  M,  1876.— db.  btco.  191 

in  T«gud  to  Um  diji  of  the  jaar  witkont  gpetking  ftboat  rel^ion  When  did  the 
reckoning  of  yean  begin — why  did  they  tpedc  of  1876,  wlwt  wm  the  commenoe- 
ment  of  that  period  t  Why,  it  wae  the  Christian  era.  "  What  ie  the  meaning  of  thatt " 
a  diild  aake.  "  Oh  i  we  are  not  to  tell  yon  that  during  ordinary  eohool  hoars."  It 
most  be  exolnded  from  the  sehool  on  the  sepsratist  theory.  HoreoTor,  how  are  yon 
to  carry  on  the  discipline  ef  the  sehool  f  A  child  tells  a  lie  or  he  utters  an  oath. 
What  is  the  teacher  to  say  I  He,  I  suppose,  may  say,  "  It  is  contrary  to  the  fitness 
of  things  that  yon  should  do  so»"  or  "  I  will  tell  you  by  end  by,  but  I  dsre  not  tell 
jou  at  present  what  is  wrong."  Bat  how  is  diBcipline  to  be  maintained  t  The  teacher 
must  be  able,  in  conducting  the  ordinary  business  of  the  school,  if  necesssry,  to 
spesk  of  religion.  It  had  been  proposed  as  a  qaestion  of  cssuistiy,  to  what  cate- 
gory does  the  Qaeen's  Anthem  belong—^"  Gk>d  Save  the  Qaeen  " — ^was  that  religion 
or  not  1  Was  it  to  be  excluded  or  not  ezdnded  I  The  truth  was  that  these  specula- 
tions sounded  all  rery  well,  but  the  grsnd  peoollarity  about  the  whole  matter  was 
that  those  persons  who  made  the  speculation  had  made  no  experiment  to  diow  that 
what  they  proposed  could  be  done.  There  was  only  one  secular  school  all  over  Scot- 
land, and  inasmuch  as  the  people  of  the  country  had  concarred  with  wonderfnl  unani- 
mity in  the  statement  that  there  shoold  be  religious  teaching  as  heretofore  in  all  the 
pablic  schools,  they  must  not  be  driven  from  their  position  by  mere  speculations. 
Was  it  not  a  remarkable  fact  that  in  Edinbuigh  60,000  children  had  been  taught  in 
the  Heriot  Schools,  and  only  two  parents  had  objected  to  their  children  reeei?ing 
religious  instruction,  one  of  them  a  Jewess,  another  a  Soman  CaUioliet  In  the 
schools  of  Palaley — aod  if  there  was  a  place  in  the  world  where  such  objections 
might  be  anticipated  that  was  the  very  place — ^there  had  been  little  or  no  opposition^ 
snd  he  would  tell  them  a  more  wonderfol  fact  than  all  that — namely,  that  in  the 
public  schools  of  London,  there  were  126,000  children  taught,  and  there  had  been 
only  126  parents  objecting — one  in  a  thousand  to  the  teaching  of  religion  in  the 
schools.  Then  were  they  to  be  scared  away  from  the  experience  of  eentmies  by  a  mere 
dream  or  specalatlon  1  And,  on  the  other  hand,  if  they  were  not  to  be  SMred,  ho 
held  it  was  their  doty  to  see  so  far  as  they  could  that  the  thing  should  be  done. 
The  ministers  of  this  Church,  and  those  connected  with  sehool  bosrds,  had  much 
infloence  and  power  in  this  matter;  but  even  when  not  connected  vrith  school 
boards,  they  could,  through  parents  and  otherwise,  and  through  their  own  In* 
floenecy  do  much  to  see  that  Uie  good  old  practice  of  Scotland  be  oontinned.  The 
Bible  and  Catechism  they  said.  Some  people  said  only  the  Bible.  Well,  of  course, 
the  Bible  was  Ute  foundation  of  all  religious  teaching  and  of  the  highest  value  with, 
out  the  Catechism,  but  there  was  a  great  advantage  in  the  Catechism.  It  did  not 
leaTc  it  to  the  teacher  to  teach  anything  he  liked  out  of  the  Bible.  He  would 
prefer,  and  he  was  sure  the  parents  of  Scotland  would  prefer,  to  haye  an  exposition 
of  the  Westminster  theologians  in  reference  to  divine  truth,  rather  tlum  the  exposi- 
tion of  any  teacher  whatever.  And,  therefore,  on  that  ground,  he  thought  they 
ought  to  see  that  the  use  and  wont  of  religious  instruction  in  this  country  shoold  be 
watched  over  and  promoted  in  so  far  as  it  was  in  the  power  of  the  ministers  of  this 
Church  to  secure  the  object.  The  second  topic  referred  to  in  this  resolution  had 
been  adreried  to  by  Dr.  Douglas,  and  extremely  well  adverted  to ;  and  yet  it  was  so 
vsatly  important  that  he  should  like  to  say  something  more  on  the  subject.  In  a 
late  speech  by  Lord  Sandon,  in  introducing  his  English  Education  Amendment  Bill, 
his  lordship  had  said — "  First  of  all,  I  have  not  a  shadow  of  doubt  in  common  with 
the  settled  sentiment  of  this  country,  which  has  been  a  feature  since  the  time  of 
the  Eeformation,  that  all  people  desire  that  there  should  be  teaching  for  all  children 
of  merit  in  our  schools.  What  is  wished  is  that  all  the  talent  in  the  country  shoold 
have  a  chance  to  rise,  if  it  is  fit  to  rise."  That  (Dr.  Begg  continued)  was  a  most 
admirable  principle.  It  was  exactly  the  principle  of  John  Knox,  and  it  was  delight, 
ful  to  hear  it  imported  into  the  British  Parliament,  even  at  an  interval  of  three 
centuries.  But  then,  on  the  other  hand,  according  to  existing  arrangements,  that 
object  was  not  secured,  and  many  people  were  not  aware  of  the  difficulty  which  lay 
in  the  way  of  securing  it.  The  difficulty  was  partly  that  the  teachers  under  the 
present  system  were  incapable  of  giving  the  instruction  which  was  necessary.  He 
had  been  told  a  few  minutes  previous  that  in  a  part  of  Scotland  where  a  verj  high 
standard  ol  qualification  was  necessary  In  connection  with  the  Dick  Bequest,  four 
Free  Church  teachers  applied,  and  none  of  them  could  meet  the  necessary  require- 
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menta.  Hone  of  them  oonld  teaeh  the  higher  bimnehes  that  were  neeesniy  In  con- 
nection with  thai  endowment.  Dr.  Begg  prooeeded  to  qnote  from  letters  and  official 
docnmenta  additional  proof  of  this  deficiency,  and  proceeded  to  explain  the  way  in 
which  it  came  about  that  the  teaching  of  Latin  ?ras  becoming  nnc<nnmon  in  many  of 
oar  primary  schools.  He  had  been  told  by  a  person  who  had  great  means  of  infor- 
mation that  the  report  of  one  of  the  inspectors  of  a  district  in  Scotland  was  to  the 
effect  that  when  he  began  his  inspection  there  were  serenteen  schools  in  his  district 
in  which  Latin  was  taught,  but  now  there  were  only  two  schools  in  the  whole  of 
that  district  in  which  Latin  was  commonicated.  He  held  in  his  hand  a  paper  by 
Professor  Laurie,  who  understood  these  matters  very  thoroughly,  in  which  he  said 
that  in  December  last  120  candidates  for  scholarships  presented  themselyes  in 
Edinburgh  and  Glasgow  in  connection  with  the  scheme  of  the  Chnreh  of  Scotland. 
Many  of  them  declined  to  attempt  the  paper,  whidi  was  on  Csssar's  Gallio  War,  and  of 
those  who  did,  only  nineteen  mwle  such  an  appearance  as  justified  them  in  reporting 
that  they  could  be  said  to  know  any  Latin  at  all.  Of  these  nineteen  not  more  than 
ten  gare  indieationa  of  baring  been  thoroughly  taught  Professor  Bamsay,  of 
Glasgow,  gave  a  number  of  important  facts  in  connection  with  this  same  matter. 
Now,  it  must  appear,  Dr.  Begg  went  on  to  say,  to  any  one,  that  if  this  state  of  thinga 
continued,  the  hope  of  getting  in  our  primary  schools  instruction  anch  as  would 
prepare  young  men  for  the  uniTersities,  which  has  hitherto  been  the  practice  in  Scot- 
land, must  very  soon  come  to  an  end ;  and  in  connection  with  that  the  provision 
for  ministers  of  tiieir  Chnreh,  men  to  succeed  them  in  the  work  of  the  ministry. 
He  might  say  that^  and  he  was  sure  in  doing  so  he  spoke  the  experience  of  many 
men  in  the  Assembly.  He  had  nerer  been  at  any  but  a  parish  school  before  he 
entered  the  Uniyeraity  of  Glasgow,  and  that  was  tiie  state  of  things  they  must  in 
its  essenUal  nature  desire  to  restore.  It  was  not  to  be  said  that  eyery  school- 
master should  be  able  to  teach  Latin,  Greek,  and  mathematics,  but  in  eyeiy 
district  throughout  the  country,  and  within  eaey  reach  of  the  sons  of  the  meet  of 
our  middle  and  working  classes,  there  should  be  a  school  to  which  the  ehildxen 
might  be  sent,  and  in  which  they  could  reeeiye  an  elementary  training  in  those 
brandies  which  would  fit  them  for  entering  the  ITniyerrities.  The  other 
matter  to  which  he  would  refer  was  the  importance  of  establishing  intermediate 
schools^  that  was  to  say,  schools  of  a  higher  kind  still,  in  the  burghs  and  more 
populous  plaees.  That  was  one  of  the  noble  ideas  of  Knox,  and  they  had  not 
yet  attained  to  it  in  Scotland,  but  that  would  not  meet  the  difficulty,  however 
Important  it  was  in  itself.  That  would  only  meet  the  ease  of  the  weH-tondo  people 
cf  the  country;  and  it  was  very  important  that  they  also  should  have  full  power 
to  carry  forward  their  sons  even  to  a  higher  position  than  could  be  secured  by 
tfie  primary  schools.  A  man  who  could  afford  to  give  his  son  a  pony  to  ride  into  the 
burgh  to  attend  this  Intermediate  school,  or  afford-  to  board  him  in  the  burgh  for 
that  purpose,  might  take  advantage— and  it  would  be  a  great  advantage -^f  these 
intermediate  schools.  But  if  they  wished  to  secure  a  race  of  men  to  occupy  the 
positions  which  the  great  mass  of  the  present  missionaries  and  miidsters  occupied, 
they  must  bring  Latin  and  Greek  down  to  the  doors  of  the  people,  as  In  former 
times.  They  must  make  their  arrangements  such  that  the  parents  of  Scotland, 
even  in  the  humblest  rank,  might  have  it  in  their  power  to  raise  their  children,  if 
talented,  to  the  highest  positions.  Sir  Walter  Scott  said  that  it  used  to  be  the  am- 
bition of  the  parents  of  Scotland  to  see  their  sons  "  wag  their  pows  in  a  pu*pit" 
That  was  a  great  ambition,  and  out  of  it  great  good  had  come,  but  it  would  never 
be  done  by  a  mere  distant  provision.  The  whole  idea  now  uiged  was  taken  from 
England,  where  it  was  not  supposed  that  the  common  people  should  get  any  Latin  or 
Greek  at  all ;  and  unless  a  man  was  able  to  send  his  son  to  Eton  or  Bogby,  or 
some  of  the  higher  Intermediate  schools,  their  progress  towards  attainmenta  or 
high  proficient  could  not  be  provided  for.  The  Scotch  people  had  always  had  the 
opposite  idea.  John  Knox  taught  the  true  idea  of  the  community  of  men  as  such, 
and  of  the  value  of  the  souls  of  men  as  such,  and  desired  that  there  should  be 
a  ladder,  as  it  were,  at  every  msn's  door,  on  the  ateps  of  which  his  son  could  rise, 
if  he  had  the  power  of  rising,  to  the  highest  places  in  the  Church  or  commonwealth ; 
and  they,  as  professing  to  be  followers  of  his  general  views,  ought  to  aim  at  the 
same  object  Dr.  Douglas  had  so  fully  explained  the  third  point,  namely,  the  mat- 
ter of  the  educational  chairs,  that  he  thought  it  would  be  a  waste  of  the  time  of 
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the  Auembly  te  speak  at  any  leagth  on  that  fiabjecL     He  agreed  with  Dr.  Douglas 
that  they  were  not  to  set  themseWes  in  opposition  to  education  chairs  as  such,  but 
they  should  see  that  the  scheme,  which  bad  been  very  boldly  annoanced,  namely, 
to  the  effect  that  by  haying  these  education  chairs  they  might  by  and  by  supersede 
the  normal  schools,  they  should  see  that  that  scheme  was  watched  and  resisted. 
By  all  means  let  the  young  teachers  go  to  the  classes  of  the  Uoiyersity,  but  let 
them  not  countenance  the  idea  that  by  means  of  mere  lecturing  proper  leacbera 
could  be  proT.ided»  and  far  less  that  teachers  who  shall  have  no  religious  training 
can  CYer  be  found  satisfactory  to  the  people  of  Scotland.    They  must  let  it  be 
understood  that  they  would  give  the  utmost  opposition  to  any  plan  whose  object 
it  was  to  supersede  their  normal  schools,  and  to  draft  the  pupils  under  the  care  of 
men  over  whom  they  had  no  influence,  and  who  might  entirely  omit  the  important 
matter  in  which  they  were  specially  concerned  as  a  Church.    And  for  that  purpose 
he  thought  they  ought  to  strengthen  their  normal  schools    He  wished  to  say  a 
word  here  about  their  admirable  Normal  Sehool  in  Edinburgh.    It  stood  in  the 
yeiy  front  rank  of  the  normal  schools  of  Scotland,  which  had  done  a  migbty  work 
for  good  in.  connection  with  the  training  of  teachers.    The  buildings  here  stood 
exceedingly  in  need  of  repair  and  addition,  and  if  they  were  at  this  stage  to  allow 
these  buildings  to  go  to  ruin  or  become  rery  insufficient,  if  they  manifested  in  the 
leaat  any  readiness  to  abandon  their  normal  school  system,  it  would  tend,  he 
thought,  in  a  very  wrong  and  pernicious  direction ;  and  therefore,  on  eyery  ground, 
they  ought  to  strengthen  the  hands  of  the  Eduoation  Committee  in  securing  the 
necessary  buildings  in  which  their  able  and  accomplished  teachers  might  carry  on 
Uieir  work  with  success  and  comfort.    And  he  would  say  this,  why  could  not  they 
proyide  as  much  and  as  good  teaching  in  regard  to  the  theory  and  practice  of  edu- 
cation as  could  possibly  be  provided  in  any  of  the  universities  1    He  did  not  wish 
to  speak  disparagingly,,  any  more  than  Dr.  Douglas,  of  the  men  who  had  been  ap- 
pointed to  the  new  chairs,  both  eminent  in  their  own  department ;  but  this  Church 
was  able  to  provide  an  eminent  professor   of  education  in  oonneotion  with  the 
actual  training  schools  which  now  exist.      Of  course  it  was  very  desirable  that 
teachers  should  know  everything  that  could  be  known  in  regard  to  the  history  and 
practice  of  education.    Let  them  get  the  most  eminent  men  they  oould  find  to 
teach  the  theory  and  history,  as  they  now  in  the  most  ample  way  taught  the  prac- 
tice of  education ;  and  he  believed  thist  by  a  combination  of  Edinburgh  and  Glasgow 
in  connection  with  that,  and  it  might  be  also  Aberdeen,  they  could,^  by  having  a 
first-rate  professor,  refute  the  allegation  that  they  desired  to  keep  their  future 
teachers  ignorant  in  regard  to  any  theory  or  history  of  education  by  which  they 
could  derive  advantage.    That  they  could  effectually  do  in  his  opinion ;  but  in  the 
meantime  they  ought  to  have,  suitable  boildings,  and  to  make  it  universally  under- 
stood  that  if  any  radical  change  was  to  be  made  which  militated  against  the  reli- 
gious teaching  of  the  country ,.it  should  not  be  made  with  their  consent,  but  that  it 
should  be  made  in  the  face  of  their  decided  resistance.    If  they  could  turn  religion 
out  of  the  primary  schools  and  the  training  schools  also,  by  handing  over  the 
manipulation  of  our  normal  students  to  mere  secular  teachers,  where  would  be 
the  future  of  Scotland  1    Let  any  man  look  at  it  in  the  face,  and  he  repeated  that  it 
was  religious  teaching  that  had  made  Scotland.    Let  them  ask  suecess^ul  men  in 
the  colonies  what  had  made  them,  and  they  would  veply  that  it  was  not  only  the 
secular  but  the  religious  instsoction  of  the  public  schools^    There  was  no  morality 
worthy  the  name  that  was  not  baaed  upon  truth,  and  in  connection  with  religious 
principle.    Therefore  they  must  guard  to  the  uttermost  that  avenue.    A  suggestion 
had  been  thrown  out  that  something  should  be  said  in  seference  to  the  teaching 
of  Oaelie  in  the  Highland  schools.     Of  course  they  highly  approved  of  that     He 
agreed   with   this,  that  the  hunting  down  of  a  language  was   a  pure   delusion. 
They  could  not  extinguish  a  language  except  by  the  natural  process  of  decay. 
Therefore  he  entirely  approved  of  the  Celtic  chair,  and  rejoiced  that  Professor 
Blackie  was  likely  to  secure  the  establishment  of  that  chair.    He  now  moved  the 
adoption  of  the  resolutions  of  which  he  had  given  notice,  viz. : — "  The  General 
Assembly,  having  considered  the  overture  now  before  them,  and  the  whole  subject, 
resolve — (1)  That  the  'godly  upbringing'  of  the  youth  of  the  land  is  an  object  of 
paramount  importance,  and  wliile  not  desiring  to  diminish  in  the  slightest  degree 
the  amount  or  quality  of  the  secular  education  now  communicated  in  the  public 
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Bcbools,  that  the  object  of  securing  efBcient  teaching  of  the  Bible  and  Shorter 
Catechism,  according  to  use  and  wont,  the  conscience  clanse  being  always  obaerred, 
requires  the  closest  attention  on  the  part  of  the  Church  and  its  members,  and 
they  call  on  the  office-bearers  and  members  of  the  Church  to  exert  their  influence 
in  order  that  the  utmost  adyantage  may  be  taken  of  the  existing  provision  made 
for  such  instruction.  (2)  That  facilities  should  be  afforded  in  all  parts  of  the  land 
for  the  training  of  lads  of  more  pregnant  parts  in  such  higher  knowledge  as  will 
fit  them  for  the  unireraities,  and  to  the  end  not  only  that  a  sufficient  number  of 
primary  schools  shall  be  elevated,  in  regard  to  the  range  of  teaching,  to  the  highest 
positien  attained  by  the  old  parochial  schools,  but  that  intermediate  schools  of  a 
still  higher  kind  should  be  established,  according  to  the  original  design  of  John 
Knox,  in  all  burghs  and  prominent  districts.  (8)  That  the  maintenance  in  fall 
efficiency  of  the  normal  school  instruction,  at  present  so  successfully  carried  on,  la 
of  primary  importance  for  the  general  interests  of  education  in  Scotland,  and  bears 
directly  on  the  maintenance  of  its  religions  character,  and  that  all  new  proposals 
bearing  on  training  of  teachers  by  chairB  of  education  otherwise  must  be  judged  of 
mainly  with  reference  to  that  condition.  The  General  Assembly  dcTolve  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  this  whole  matter  upon  the  Education  Committee,  as  one 
which  deeply  concerns  the  best  interests  of  the  Church  and  country,  and  Instruct 
them  by  conference  with  GoTcmment  and  other  parties  interested,  or  otherwise,  to 
endeavour  to  secore  that  as  far  as  possible  effect  shall  be  given  to  the  principies 
embodied  in  the  above  resolutions." 

Dr.  DUFF  seconded  the  motion.  He  said  it  was  of  paramount  importance  that 
religious  education  should  be  given  in  the  schools,  and  it  was  for  the  Church  of 
Christ  to  see  to  that,  and  to  resist  a  secular  public  opinion  on  the  subject.  A  cry  waa 
being  raised  at  this  moment  against  religious  education.  Ko  man  could  stand  up 
and  boldly  insist  upon  education  being  religious  as  well  as  secular  but  he  was  called 
an  illiberal  person  and  a  narrow-minded  sectarian.  Quoting  from  Earl  Russell,  Baron 
Falck,  Baron  Yon  Altenstein,  and  Victor  Cousin,  he  showed  that  these  eminent 
ministers  were  emphatic  in  their  belief  as  to  the  necessity  of  religion  forming  a 
primary  and  integral  part  of  any  general  system  of  education ;  and  after  that  who, 
he  asked,  could,  with  regard  to  reason,  consistency,  or  historic  fact,  declare  that 
those  who  insisted  on  making  religion  an  essential  part  ofeducaticm  formed  a  narrow  and 
bigoted  educational  sect  t  Why  should  any  man  be  afraid  or  ashamed  of  being  clas- 
sified in  the  same  educational  categoij  with  such  men  as  he  had  mentioned  t  He  re- 
gretted that  there  was  no  provision  for  introducing  religion  into  the  examination  for 
degrees  in  the  University  of  Edinburgh,  mentioning  in  this  connection  that  in  India 
candidates  for  the  B.A.  and  M.A.  degrees  were  allowed  the  choice  of  certain  optional 
subjects  of  examination,  one  of  which  was  *'the  evidence  of  revealed  religion,"  which 
met  the  case  of  those  who  bad  been  trained  in  the  mission  and  other  Christian 
schools.  Referring  to  the  Professorships  of  Education  in  our  universities,  he  said 
that  all  would  depend  on  the  qualifications  of  the  men  and  the  precise  objects  aimed 
at  He  bad  long  ago  advocated  the  establishment  of  sueh  Professorships  in  onr 
Indian  UniversiUes;  and  believed  that,  if  properly  conducted,  there  was  ample  scope 
for  them  without  interfering  in  the  least  with  the  efficient  working  of  our  Kormal 
Schools.  Bot  the  subject  was  of  a  kind  far  too  wide  and  comprehensive  to  be  suit* 
ably  discussed  now.  He  would,  therefore,  again  simply  advert  to  the  subject  of  edu- 
cation without  religion.  Had  time  permitted.  Dr.  Duff  said  he  would  have  ondei^ 
taken  to  prove  to  the  satisfaction  of  any  candid  and  ingenuous  minds  the  following 
propositions  which  he  said  he  had  resolutely,  and  not  without  some  gratifying  suc- 
cess, maintained  against  the  highest  Government  authorities  on  the  banks  of  the 
Ganges : — (1)  The  utter  dangerousness  of  knowledge  without  religion  to  the  welfare 
of  individuals  and  the  stability  of  social  order ;  (2)  that  a  purely  secular  education 
is  at  best  but  a  half  or  fractional  system,  which,  under  the  false  pretence  of  liberality, 
would  rob  a  man  of  the  due  devdopment  and  right  use  of  the  best  half  of  the  soul's 
yaried  powers,  eapaciiies,  or  capabilities — vis.,  the  moral  and  religious — and  that 
consequently  its  promoters  and  advocates  are  demonstrably  the  narrow-minded,  the 
parsimonious,  the  illiberal,  the  sectarian ;  (8)  that  not  only  is  the  exclusively  secular 
scheme  partial  and  illiberal,  but  even  in  perfectly  attaining  its  own  professed  objects, 
it  must  prove  utterly  inefficacious,  inasmuch  as  from  the  non-cultivation  of  the  moral 
and  religious  department  of  the  sonl,  where  sin  hath  committed  the  most  frightful 


FRIDAY,  MAY  26,  1876.  195 

* 

rftTsges,  there  will  in  Tirying  degrees  speedily  ascend  snch  noxious  ftimes  from  in- 
dulged pasgions,  unbridled  appetites,  and  uncurbed  desires,  as  must  more  or  less  and 
sooner  or  later  becloud,  darken,  and  paralyse  all  the  intellectual  powers,  thus  ren- 
dering the  cnltiration  and  right  development  of  these  in  a  great  measure  abortiFc, 
and  the  legitimate  products  of  them  a  blighted  harvest.  (4)  That  even  supposing 
the  great  end  of  the  secular  educationists  could  be  attained,  as  full  j  attained  it  never 
can  be,  if  exclusivelj  pursued,  it  were  comparatively  but  a  poor  and  drivelling  end. 
To  aim  at  the  exclusive  cultivation  of  man's  intellectual  powers  by  the  presentation 
of  objects  unconnected  with  morals  and  religion — objects  that  are  temporal,  sensible, 
visible,  perishable — is  to  treat  him  at  once  with  cruelty  and  contempt.  It  is  to 
treat  him  purely  as  a  creature  of  time  and  sense.  It  is  to  deal  with  him  on  the 
same  physical,  utilitarian  principle  that  we  would  with  some  tractable  animal  or 
beast  of  burden  which  we  wished  to  rear  for  some  humble  but  necessary  drudgery. 
It  is  to  attempt  to  fit  him  to  play  his  part  profitably  on  the  stage  of  time,  and  then 
leave  him  to  expire  miserably,  like  the  brutes  that  perish.  It  is  practically  to  shape, 
fashion,  and  handle  him  like  any  other  piece  of  physical  mechanism,  as  if  the  soul's 
immortality  were  a  lie,  and  heaven  and  hell  nothing  better  than  the  wildest  inven- 
tion of  heathenism  or  the  veriest  fictions  of  the  poetic  muse. 

Mr.  BOSS,  Bothesay,  said  there  had  been  a  conference  of  Highland  ministers  that 
morning  on  the  subject  of  the  teaching  of  Gaelic  in  Highland  schools,  and  as  the  re- 
sult of  their  conference  he  now  proposed  that  the  following  should  be  added  to  Dr. 
Begg*s  motion : — "  That  the  teaching  of  the  native  language  in  schools  in  the  Qaelic- 
ip^ing  portion  of  the  country  is  of  the  very  highest  importance  alike  to  the  edu- 
cation and  religious  well-being  of  the  people  of  the  Highlands,  and  that  the  public 
schools  ought  to  supply  this  teaching  to  all  that  require  it  in  these  parts. 

Dr.  RAINY  seconded  the  motion. 

Sheriff  HERIOT  agreed  (hat  there  was  now  considerable  danger  of  religion  being 
shoved  into  a  comer  in  our  present  educational  system.  To  meet  this  danger  he 
suggested  that  prizes  should  be  given  for  knowledge  of  the  Bible  and  Shorter 
Catechism  in  our  schools.  This  might  be  done  in  the  first  place  by  individuals  in 
a  parish  taking  an  interest  in  the  religious  education,  by  some  persons  interesting 
themselves  in  the  religious  instruction  of  scholars  in  a  county,  or  by  one  or  two 
persons  taking  an  interest  in  the  religious  education  of  the  land ;  and  in  the  second 
place,  it  could  be  done  by  the  Established  Church,  Free  Church,  and  United  Pres- 
byterian Chnrch  joining  and  giving  a  certain  sum  for  these  prizes.  In  this  way 
religious  education  might  be  attended  to. 

Bailie  CAMPBELL,  elder,  Greenock,  said  that  unless  Government  would  give 
larger  grants  for  Latin,  Greek,  and  Mathematics,  he  believed  the  teaching  in  our 
parish  schools,  as  pointed  out  by  Dr.  Begg,  would  degenerate  in  these  subjects. 
Something  was  needed  to  stir  up  the  Department  in  London  in  order  to  get  them  to 
gire  larger  grants  when  they  fixed  the  next  code.  He  believed  that  if  pressure 
was  brought  to  bear  on  the  Department  larger  grants  would  be  given,  and  he 
recommended  that  the  Free  Church  should  do  something  to  influence  them  in  this 
direction. 

Mr.  GORDON,  elder,  Parkhill,  gave  as  an  instance  of  the  feeling  in  favour  of 
religion  among  the  common  people,  that  in  a  district  in  London  where  religion  was 
ezeluded,  many  poor  people  sent  their  children  to  a  Roman  Catholic  School,  where 
they  could  get  some  religious  instruction  at  least,  whatever  its  kind. 

Colonel  DAVIDSON,  elder,  said  the  grand  principle  that  mustbe  kept  in  view 
in  an  education  of  this  kind  was  that  it  should  be  a  Bible  education.  It  was 
religious  education  that  had  done  everything  for  Scotland. 

Mr.  DAVID  DICKSON,  elder,  said  that  religious  instruction  should  be  given 
by  religious  teachers.  Members  of  School  Boards,  of  whom  there  were  many  in  this 
Assembly,  should  endeavour  in  the  appointment  of  teachers  to  elect  Christian  men 
and  women,  who  would  not  only  teach  the  letter  but  the  spirit  of  Christianity ;  who 
would  not  only  teach  doctrine,  but  be  living  epistles  known  and  read  by  all  the 
scholars. 

Mr.  FERGUSON,  elder,  of  Kinmundy,  made  a  practical  suggestion  in  regard  to 
■econdary  education.  It  would  be  very  difficult,  he  said,  to  provide  secondary 
•ehools  all  over  the  eountry  to  form  a  link  between  the  present  common  schools 
ind  the  Unirersitiea.    In  many  parts  of  the  country  it  would  be  impossible.    But 
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he  thought  it  was  qnlte  within  the  ability  of  all  distriota  in  the  eonntrj  to  proride 
a  few  bonaries  for  the  "  lads  of  pregnant  parts  "  within  it»  to  enable  them  to  take 
advantage  of  the  Bchools  that  do  exiat  in  all  our  larger  towns  and  cities. 

Dr.  BEQQ  mentioned,  in  reference  to  the  proposal  for  prizes  for  religions  know- 
ledge, that  one  gentleman  in  London  had  glren  £500  for  prizes  to  be  competed  for 
by  the  scholars  in  the  department  of  religions  knowledge.  Dr.  Begg  went  on  to  uige 
the  importance  of  their  continuing  to  be  a  permanent  Board  in  Scotland  for  the 
management  of  education.  He  thought  it  would  be  a  great  mischief  if  the  present 
Board  of  Education  here  were  allowed  to  cease  to  exist,  because  all  the  evils  that 
had  come  upon  Scotland,  in  the  matter  of  education,  had  come  from  London,  where 
the  views  of  Scotch  people  in  regard  to  education  were  not  understood  or  appre- 
ciated. Then  it  was  a  great  inconvenience  for  the  Scotch  people  to  be  obliged  to 
have  recourse  to  London  in  any  matter  concerning  education.  The  present  Board 
in  Scotland  might  not  be  of  such  a  representative  character  as  it  ought,  but  they 
should  look  to  it  that  Scotland  was  not  deprived  of  some  such  agency  here  for 
carrying  on  its  educational  system. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  with  the  addition  proposed  by  Mr.  Boss. 

BEPOBT  ON  TEMPXBAKO& 

Mr.  EIDSTON,  of  Femiegair,  gave  in  this  Report  (Appendix  XXII.)  He  said 
— Moderator,  the  Report  on  Temperance  being  printed,  and  in  the  hands  of  members 
of  the  House,  will  be  held  as  read. 

In  the  good  providence  of  God  your  committee  are  enabled  to  submit  the  report 
for  1876.  The  vast  importance  of  the  subject  will  hardly  be  questioned,  neither  will 
the  special  propriety  of  its  being  discussed  by  Christian  men,  and  more  especially  by 
a  representative  body,  like  this  General  Assembly  of  the  Free  Church. 

I  firmly  believe,  sir,  that  intemperance  is  the  most  formidable  evil  which  the 
Christian  philanthropist  of  the  day  has  to  grapple  with,  and  in  connection  with  this 
it  is  a  lamentable  spectacle  to  survey  the  complete  network  of  temptation  in  which 
the  feet  of  our  people  are  entangled.  This  is  the  social  problem  of  the  day,  and  a 
social  problem  is  more  difficult  to  solve  than  even  a  political  problem.  With  regard 
to  the  economics  of  the  liquor  question,  it  is  calculated  that  one-fourth  of  the  money 
annually  expended  in  intoxicating  drinks  in  .the  United  Eiugdom  would  suffice  to 
pay  the  expenses  of  a  missionary  to  every  10,000  of  the  heathen  world,  and  in 
regard  to  the  effiscts  which  flow  from  its  consumption  it  can  hardly  be  disputed  that 
the  use  of  intoxicating  drink  is  producing  so  much  poverty,  crime,  and  disease,  thai 
it  is  quite  impossible  for  a  Christian  Church  to  rest  satisfied  without  considering 
what  can  be  done  in  order  to  remedy  the  evil.  Have  many  of  my  audience  never 
wandered  amidst  the  noisome  courts  and  alleys  of  our  large  towns  where  our  poorest 
poor  live  amidst  plague,  pestilence,  and  famine  1  If  so,  your  heart  must  have  felt 
sad  with  the  nameless  horrors  that  met  you  on  every  side.  Public-housea  and 
pawnbrokers  are  intermingled,  and  it  is  a  sight  to  chill  the  blood  to  see  pale, 
weary-eyed  children — who,  alas !  have  had  no  childhood — pass  from  the  pawnbroker 
to  the  publican  to  supply  their  besotted  fathers  and  mothers  with  the  wherewithal 
to  continne  a  debauch,  whilst  they,  poor,  starving,  wretched  little  waifs  and  strays, 
shudder  mealless  in  a  filthy  attic,  or  learn  the  alphabet  of  blasphemy  in  the  gutter. 

A  well-known  magistrate  reported  to  me  the  other  day  that  twenty-five  of  the 
persons  before  the  court  were  wife-beaters,  and  it  is  a  mournful  fact  that  not  one  of 
them  would  have  been  there  but  for  the  influence  of  drink ;  and  with  regard  to  the 
poor  victims  of  unnatural  violence,  it  would  have  made  any  one's  heart  bleed,  to  see 
these  poor  women  appearing  in  courts  with  their  faces  beaten  into  the  colour  of 
ripened  plums.  The  magistrate  had  frequently  put  the  question  to  the  wives, 
whether,  but  for  the  drink,  their  husbands  would  have  been  kind  to  them,  and  they 
invariably  answered  *'  thcU  they  would." 

In  such  and  similar  cases  what  is  the  process  1  We  have  first  the  directly 
enfeebling  and  healthunderminlng  effects  of  alcoholic  indulgence  on  the  head  of  the 
household,  generating  disease  on  himself,  whicb,  in  a  contagious  or  infectious  form, 
might  extend  to  his  household,  or  even  propagate  its  tendency  or  germs  to  his 
offspring. 

Then  there  are  all  the  secondaiy  but  still  more  fatal  effects  of  his  vice,  in  robbing 
his  family  of  the  food,  fuel,  and  clothing,  and  other  comforts  which  they  need,  to  feed 
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his  own  remoTBelefls  appetite  and  enrich  the  pnblican.  As  a  eonseqaence  the  children 
droop  and  die  in  ezcess  of  other  clasEes  at  the  first  approach  of  an  epidemic  or  a 
rigDrouB  season.  The  house  again,  for  the  lack  of  means  to  pay  a  better  rent,  is  a  fit 
cradle  for  ferer  and  other  diseases.  Besides  its  low  scale  and  site,  there  is  its 
absence  of  comfort,  and  its  fhlness  of  all  that  is  filthy.  In  the  debilitated  and  heart- 
broken wife  there  Is  neither  strength  nor  spirit,  nor  in  the  family  funds  are  there 
the  means  for  carrying  on  the  habitual  war  against  dirt,  which  in  such  a  situation 
often  taxes  the  resources  of  the  most  sober  and  well-disposed  matron. 

The  Assembly  is  now  sitting  in  the  elegant  and  picturesque  city  of  Edinburgh,  so 
attractire  to  the  eye  of  every  stranger  who  merely  enjoys  an  outside  riew  of  what  is 
proudly  called  the  "  Modem  Athens,"  especially  on  a  day  of  blue  sky  and  bright 
green  foliage ;  but  let  obserring  philosophy  turn  the  buirs-eye  of  research  into  the 
depths  of  the  outwardly  fair  city,  and  what  do  you  discover?  You  ultimately 
ascertain  the  lamentable  fact,  that  there  are  not  fewer  than  50,000  persons  living 
and  dying  in  the  city  beyond  the  Church's  pale,  and  abandoned  to  vice  and  drunken- 
ness— that,  to  satisfy  them  with  intoxicating  liquors,  there  are  not  fewer  than  800 
places  licensed  for  ita  sale — that  some  of  these  places  are  visited  by  nearly  2000  persons 
daily — ^that  many  mothers  habitually  feed  their  infants  upon  whisky,  and  that  these 
poor  little  things  either  die  off  early,  or  else  at  the  age  of  five  are  not  bigger  than  an 
ordinary  child  of  two  years. 

A  lady  going  through  the  Children's  Hospital  lately,  and  presenting  the  young 
people  with  confections,  asked  a  little  creature,  apparently  not  more  than  three 
years  of  age,  "What  would  you  like  to  have,  my  dearl"  To  which  this  little 
ahrivelled  piece  ef  humanity  replied — What  do  the  ladies  and  gentlemen  around  me 
think  she  replied  1  I  will  tell  yoa ;  the  reply  was  one  word,  "  Whusky ! "  The  poor 
little  dot  of  a  thing  had  never  known  any  safer  or  better  luxury.  Bot,  Moderator, 
the  sabject  which  it  is  my  duty  to  bring  before  the  House  is  a  very  extensive  one, 
and  I  must  not  therefore  continue  asking  you  to  "  sap  on  horrors  "  following  in  the 
train  of  intemperance.  Those  who  ever  frequent  the  police  courts,  see  the  evil  in 
every  variety  of  form,  and  the  members  of  school  boards,  especially  in  large  towns, 
when  attending  the  meetings  to  which  defaulting  parents  are  summoned,  see  on 
every  snch  occasion,  that  intemperance  is  the  great  obstacle  in  the  way  of  their 
making  education  universal.   • 

But,  Moderator,  if  we  proceed  now  to  ask  the  questioDy  What  are  the  causes  of 
such  a  fearful  amount  of  intemperance  1  I  would  say  that  a  great  and  wide-spread 
evil,  such  as  intemperance,  springs  from  many  and  diverse  causes.  The  drinking 
customs  of  the  country  are  one  great  cause.  The  tyranny  of  fashion  is  in  league 
with  the  tyraxmy  of  drink,  and  many  become  slaves  to  the  latter  from  their  obedi- 
ence to  the  former.  There  are  many  trade  usages  still  extensively  prevailing  which 
tend  to  create  and  foster  a  love  for  strong  drink,  and  are  consequently  instrumental 
in  promoting  intemperance.  Amongst  other  illustrations  I  might  say : — Step  up  this 
way,  ladies  and  gentlemen,  step  up  and  see  the  Feeing  Fair ;  listen  to  the  riotous  din 
of  loosened  tongues,  and  hiccoughed  observations,  look  at  the  seething  mass  of  men, 
women,  and  boys,  fringed  with  the  professional  vagabonds  of  the  neighbouring  towns 
or  cities.  The  theory  is  th%t  the  '*  Tryst,"  is  one  by  farmers  wanting  servants,  and 
servants  wanting  farmers,  but  this  is  a  supposition  largely  to  be  imagined.  If  yon 
look,  yon  can  see  no  bargain-making  or  any  evidence  of  it.  Ko,  it  is  clearly  a  riot, 
and  not  a  market  Who  would  get  drunk,  and  yet  have  a  place  to  seek]  Who  hav- 
ing themselves  to  hire,  would  go  junketing  in  and  out  of  public-houses  1 

If  the  "  Feeing  Fair "  be  indispensable  in  our  agricultural  relations,  I  would 
ask  why  should  it  be  held  in  a  town.  I  would  advocate  its  removal  to  some,  more 
pastoral  scene,  to  some  field  with  hedgerows,  where  no  one  need  see  it,  who  does 
not  want  to  see  it. 

But,  sir,  among  the  causes  of  intemperance  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  ex- 
eessive  and  monstrous  number  of  public-houses,  as  well  as  the  immense  sixe  of  these 
pttblic-housea  compared  with  what  they  nsed  to  be  in  former  times,  is  the  most  potent 
cause. 

Facta  and  statistics  have  clearly  established  that  intemperance,  with  its  train  of 
appalling  evils,  bears  nearly  an  exact  proportion  to  the  facilities  for  acquiring  excis- 
able liquors;  excessive  drinking  comes  of  excessive  supply,  and  consequently  exces- 
sive temptatioQ.    This  traflSc  ia  clearly  exceptional  in  its  character,  and  is  not 
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amenable  to  the  ordinary  laws  of  trade.  I  aaaert  that,  in  the  case  of  strong  drink, 
the  snppi/  creates  the  demand,  and  also  that  the  facility  with  which  licences  are 
granted  is  the  main  canse  of  their  ezcesslTC  number  and  indiscriminate  character. 
In  seeking  to  redace  the  namber  of  pnblio-hooses  by  statute  I  admit  that  law  in  a 
free  country  is  to  a  great  extent  more  an  effect  than  a  cause,  and  legislation  in 
regard  to  a  sumptuary  law  cannot  go  further  or  faster  than  the  convictions  of  the 
people  will  permits  Lord  Kinnaird  and  Muir*s  Act,  passed  in  1862,  was  a  necessary 
amendment  on  the  Forbes  M'Eenzie  Act — Ist,  Because  it  gave  tlie  requisite  power 
to  suppress  the  ''  shebeens  "  and  sham  clubs  that  cropped  up  under  it,  and  in  this 
way  protected  the  licensed  from  the  unlicensed  trader;  2d,  Because  it  protected  the 
public  prosecutor  from  Tezations  appeals  to  the  Court  of  Session,  and  made  provision 
for  his  adequate  remuneration. 

Among  other  important  amendments  the  Act  of  1868  took  away  all  idea  of  a 
retted  right  in  a  public-house,  by  declaring  that  a  house  not. certified  at  the  time  of 
application  must  be  dealt  with  altogether  as  a  new  house,  although  it  had  been 
licensed  at  a  former,  even  recent,  period. 

It  is  well  as  a  practical  point  to  notice  that  the  Act  of  1862  was  the  result  of  as- 
certaining the  opinion  of  the  people  of  Scotland  on  the  subject  by  means  of  a  Royal 
Commission,  which  visited  different  parts  of  Scotland,  and  examined  a  thousand 
witnesses  on  the  spot,  and  not  merely  the  few  **  stock  *'  witnesses  who  are  usually 
summoned  before  a  Parliamentary  "  Committee  "  in  London.  The  main  question, 
then,  addressed  under  the  Commission  to  the  people  of  Scotland,  was  the  following : — 
*'  Shall  midnight  and  Sabbath  traffic  be  renewed  again,  Or  shall  stringent  and  ade* 
quate  means  be  enacted  to  suppress  shebeens  1"  And  the  nearly  unanimous 
response  was :  "  Let  midnight  and  Sabbath  traffic  continue  to  be  prohibited,  but  give 
ample  and  adequate  powers  to  protect  the  licensed  from  the  unlicensed  trader." 
What  wo  now  want  is  a  fresh  Royal  CommiBsion,  not  to  get  information,  as  some 
of  our  objecting  legislators  have  recently  said,  but  to  ascertain  what  progressive 
changes  in  the  law  of  1862,  the  general  state  of  public  opinion  in  Scotland  now 
demands  and  will  support. 

The  Home-Drummond  Act  left  discretionary  power  to  the  magistrates  and 
justices  to  decide  what  shall  be  deemed  unseasonable  hours  for  selling.  The  Forbes- 
M'Kenzie  Act,  backed  by  the  progress  of  public  opinion,  took  away  this  discretionary 
power  from  the  magistrates,  which  had  been  managed  in  an  unsatisfactory  man- 
ner, and  fixed  by  statute  the  hours  for  opening  and  closing,  both  in  hotels  and 
public-houses,  from  the  hours  of  eight  to  eleven,  and  shut  them  on  the  whole  of  the 
Sabbath;  and  besides  this,  the  Act  of  1862  introduced  a  large  number  of 
restrictive  regulations  of  various  kinds,  the  want  of  which  bad  nearly  made  the 
M'Kenzie  Act  a  dead  letter,  and  which  enabled  the  magistrates,  in  the  most  thorough 
manner,  to  suppress  every  form  of  shebeen,  as  well  as  any  peripatetic  shebeen^  in 
the  form  of  hawking  excisable  liquors. 

No  further  legislation  will  be  of  any  use  that  does  not  propose  to  reduce  by 
statute  the  number  and  size  of  public-houses,  and  this  will  only  be  aceompliahed  by 
a  combined  effort  of  all  friends  of  sobriety,  by  the  friends  and  supporters  of 
temperance,  as  well  as  the  friends  and  supporters  of  abstinenee.  Some  pro-publican, 
if  I  may  not  say  pro-drunkenness  newspapers,  still  eontinne  to  reiterate  that  to 
reduce  the  number  of  public-houses  is  an  interference  with  *'  the  liberty  of  the 
subject ;  **  but  what  do  these  scribblers  in  the  dark  mean  by  the  phrase  "  the  liberty 
of  the  subject  1"  Do  they  mean  that  any  member  of  the  community  is  entitled 
to  do  whatever  he  or  she  pleases  without  control,  or  without  regard  to  what  that 
community  may  consider  necessary  for  its  physical  and  moral  well-being  t  I  shall 
only  give  you  one  instance  of  how  the  contrary  is  the  fact,  and  "  ex  uno  disce 
omnes,"  Suppose  a  man  were  to  say,  "  1  think  there  should  be  no  interference  with 
the  liberty  of  the  subject — ^therefore  I  don't  choose  to  support  my  family »"  what 
would  the  community  say  1  "  We  will  make  you  do  it  I  **  And  why  f  Because 
the  people  at  once  perceive  that  his  children  would  otherwise  become  vagrants 
and  thieves,  and  be  a  burden  on  the  rest  of  the  community.  And,  sir,  I  would 
ask  is  there  any  difference  in  principle  between  the  community  interfering  with  a 
man  who  aays  he  will  not  support  his  family  and  compelling  hitn  to  do  so  because 
bis  children  would  otherwise  entail  a  burden  on  the  general  community,  and  in  re- 
ducing the  number  of  pnblic-honsei  because  the  cemmunity  are  aatisfied  that  in- 
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tempennee  it  the  cause  of  panperiam  and  crime,  and  thereby  creates  a  serioaa  bar- 
den  on  the  commnnity,  and  because  they  are  quite  satisfied  that  intemperance  has 
been  inflamed,  extended,  and  stimulated  by  the  excessive  amount  of  temptation 
presented  before  the  people,  and  in  exact  proportion  to  the  amount  of  that  tempta- 
tion t 

In  regard  to  the  other  methods  of  counteracting  and  diminishing  intemperance, 
your  time  will  not  permit  me  to  enlarge  upon  them.  Many  ef  these  were  noticed  at 
the  Social  Science  Congress,  sueh  as  (1)  Better  houses  for  the  working  classes; 
(2)  Sound  and  wholesome  recreation  for  the  people ;  (8)  Diffusing  among  the 
working-classes  the  science  of  cookery  and  economy  of  materials.  The  extension  of 
education  with  religious  instruction  is  an  essential  part  of  it.  With  regard  to 
cookery,  when  in  London  recently,  I  visited  the  cookery  classes  in  the  day  schools 
connected  with  the  London  School  Board,  which  are  very  interesting.  The  School 
Board  of  Glasgow  are  taking  steps  to  introduce  the  science  of  cookery  into  their 
schools ;  and  the  Bdneation  Department  are  not  only  going  te>  give  a  grant  for  it, 
bnt  1  nnderstand  are  about  to  mske  the  teaching  of  it  imperative.. 

1  must  notice,  prominently,  among  the  means  of  reducing  intemperance,  the 
operaliona  of  the  various  associations  which  advocate  total  abstinence.  They  have 
thrown  a  flood  of  light  on  the  terrible  evils  connected  with  the  prevailing  drinking 
system.  They  are  labouring  to  create  a  future  public  opinion,  and  are  rousing  the 
national  conscience  to  a  more  stem  condemnation  of  drunkenness,  though  with  some 
of  the  aignmentfl  need  to  induce  people  to  become  abstainers  1  cannot  agree.  We 
attach  great  importance  to  the  formation  of  "  Bands  of  Hope,"  and  notice  with  satis- 
faction that  the  Band  of  Hope  Union  has  now  a  membership  of  810,000.  Total 
abstinenee  cannot  reasonably  be  regarded  as  in  any  sense  opposed  to  the  gospel,  or 
intended  to  supersede  it  as  a  remedy  for  intemperance.  Christians  who  think,  it 
right  and  expedient  to  become  abstainers,  may  certainly  do  so  as  a  systematic  and 
practical  application  of  the  spirit,  principles,  and  precepts  of  the  Bible,  to  the  times 
in  which  we  live,  and  the  removal  of  this  special  form  of  wickedness. 

The  Scottish  Ladies'  Temperance  Society  are  establishing  a  **  Temperance  Home  " 
in  the  country  for  women  of  the  working  class,  and  have  leased  a  farmhouse  in  a 
healthy  part  of  Peeblesshire  for  that  purpose  It  is  one  of  the  most  important  enter- 
prises of  the  day,  to  make  greater  efforts  to  set  up  '^People's  Caf^  "  and  public- 
houses  without  drink. 

I  saw  the  other  day  in  London  with  much  satisfaction  the  bright  and  cheerful 
apartments  of  the  People's  Caf6  at  Ludgate  Circus,  and  am  inclined  to  take  a 
hopeful  Tiew  of  this  caf^  enterprise,  because  drinking  intoxicating  liquors  results  to 
some  extent  from  the  evil  or  untoward  condition  of  modem  life,  and  the  want 
of  safe  places  to  satisfy  the  cravings  of  working  men  for  fellowship  and  social  inter- 
course. A  publie-bouse  without  drink  was  opened  lately  in  Stob^ross  Street,  01  as- 
gow. 

In  regard  to  legislation  on  the  subject  of  public-houses,  it  is  not  unusual  for  the 
pro-publican  press  to  describe  our  position  as  if  we  represented  the  diminution  of  the 
liquor  traffic  as  the  only  and  all-sufficient  remedy  for  intemperance  and  its  associ- 
ated evils,  and  to  preclude  as  they  think  all  further  discussion  by  the  foolish  asser- 
tion, "  That  it  is  impossible  to  make  men  sober  by  Act  of  Parliament." 

We  quite  admit  that  morality  in  every  form,  including  sobriety,  must  be  secured 
by  other  means  besides  that  of  legislation ;  and  in  this  department  of  the  subject 
the  question  simply  is.  What  can  legislation  do  to  encourage  sobriety  instead  of  pro- 
moting intemperance  1  In  a  certain  sense  it  is  impossible  to  make  men  sober  by  Act 
of  Parliament,  but  it  is  not  impossible  to  make  Acts  of  Parliament  whose  tendency 
is  to  encourage  and  promote  sobriety. 

We  would  say  it  is  equally  impossible  to  make  men  drunken  by  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment But  Acts  of  Parliament  could  surely  be  made  whose  tendency  would  be  to 
encourage  and  promote  drunkenness,  and  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Legislature  to  devige 
Acts  of  the  former  sort,  and  not  of  the  latter.  At  the  same  time,  I  candidly  admit 
that  the  law  must  have  the  support  of  public  opinion,  snd  that  the  Legislature 
cannot,  generally  speaking,  go  faster  or  further  in  enacting  a  sumptuary  law  than 
the  con^ctions  of  the  people  will  admit 

And  here  I  may  say,  there  are,  as  noticed  in  the  Report,  a  number  of  licensing 
bills  before  Parliament  at  present 
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ProreESor 'Smyth  was  obliged  to  withdraw  his  bill  for  shattlng  pnblic-houies  on 
the  whole  of  Sunday  In  Ireland,  in  conseqaenee  of  his  haying  been  nnsocceBsful 
with  the  Ballot ;  bot  he  carried  a  reaolntion  on  the  12th  May  in  the  Hoase  of 
Commons  to  the  following  effect: — "That  in  the  opinion  of  this  Hoase  it  is  expe- 
dient that  the  law  which  forbids  the  general  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  during  a 
portion  of  the  Sunday  in  Ireland  should  be  amended  so  as  to  apply  to  the  whole 
of  that  day."  This  was  carried  against  the  QoTemment,  who  did  not  think  that 
public  opinion  in  Ireland  was  yet  ripe  for  that  change,  and  offered  to  reduce  the 
hours  of  selling  on  Sunday.  There  were  about  250,000  petitions  from  Ireland  in 
favour  of  the  Bill.  Last  year  the  Assembly  j>etitioned  in  favoar  of  Professor 
Smyth's  Bill. 

Your  Committee  have  been  considering  the  terms  of  another  Bill  before  the 
House,  viz.,  "  The  Publican's  Certificate  (Scotland)  Bill/'  and  your  Secretary  was 
asked  while  in  London  to  endeavour  to  get  the  Bill  put  into  a  satisfactory  shape, 
which  he  did  in  conjunction  with  representatives  from  the  "Glasgow  Association  for 
the  defence  of  the  Public  Houses  (Scotland)  Acts."  The  Bill  has  been  injurionsly 
altered  in  Committee  in  the  Commons  by  the  insertion  of  clauses  for  granting 
provisional  certificates,  which  are  quite  unnecessary,  and  if  not  expunged  or 
amended,  will  prove  mischievous.  Only  landlords  or  speculative  builders  would 
take  out  these  certificates,  and  it  would  subvert  the  law  of  Scotland  to  grant  licences 
to  landlords  in  this  way,  besides  creating  an  injurious  vested  right.  The  law  of 
Scotland  is  that  the  justices  and  magistrates  are  to  license  such  and  so  many 
persona  as  they  shall  think,  meet  and  -convenient 

In  regard  to  Sir  Robert  Anstrdther's  Bill,  which  may  be  called  a  Suspensory 
Bill  for  thirty  years,  it  would  require  a  thoroughly  combined  effort  on  the  part  of 
all  the  friends  of  sobriety,  as  well  as  the  result  of  a  Royal  Commission,  to  carry 
such  a  Bill.  Your  committee  has  succeeded  in  getting  the  committee  in  the  Lords 
delayed  till  15th  June,  and  would  recommend  the  Assembly  to  petition  against  the 
provisional  certificate  clauses. 

Your  committee  printed  and  circulated  upwards  of  five  thousand  copies  of  the 
last  Annual  Report,  to  which  were  added  the  speeches  delivered  on  the  subject  in 
the  Assembly,  and  the  deliverance  thereanent  These  were  posted  individually  to 
all  the  ministers  of  the  leading  denominations,  to  the  Members  of  both  Houses  of 
Parliament,  and  to  Justices,  Magistrates,  Town  Councils,  and  Superintendents  of 
Police. 

With  regard  to  the  appointment  by  the  Qeneral  Assembly  that  a  sermon  on 
temperance  should  be  preached  by  all  the  ministers  of  the  Church,  on  the  third 
Sabbath  of  December  last,  your  Committee  have  not  asked  by  circular  whether  the 
Assembly's  injunction  has  been  universally  complied  with;  but  various  ministers, 
as  on  former  occasions  have,  of  their  own  accord,  forwarded  to  your  Secretary 
interesting  communications,  stating  that  they  had  preached  the  appointed  discourse, 
giving  at  the  same  time  the  text,  and  evidencing,  by  other  remarks,  their  deep 
interest  in  the  cause. 

The  Assembly,  we  think,  should  give  a  similar  injunction  to  their  members  to 
preach  a  sermon  on  temperance  on  the  third  Sabbath  of  December  1B76,  and  we 
think  thej  should  direct  Presbyteries  not  only  to  inquire  as  to  this  being  done, 
but  to  consider  favourably  and  carefully,  at  one  or  more  of  their  meetings,  what 
is  doing  or  what  might  be  done  within  their  bounds  by  the  Free  Church  directly 
and  specially  for  the  advancement  of  strict  sobriety^  and  for  lessening  the  evila  of 
drinking,  not  only  in  the  more  gross  snd  extreme  forms  of  drunkenness,  but  in  those 
habits  of  free  indulgence  which  lead  to  it.  The  Church  may  greatly  assist  in  the 
formation  of  a  sound  public  opinion  on  this  subject;  and  if  you  will  allow  me  to 
mention  it,  the  custom,  not  so  common  as  it  once  was,  of  ministers  giving  certificates 
of  character  and  general  recommendation  to  applicants  for  public-house  certificates 
would,  I  think,  be  more  honoured  in  the  breach  than  in  the  observance. 

Intemperance  is  the  greatest  obstacle  to  the  spread  of  the  gospel,  and  is  the  bane 
of  every  effort  to  evangelise  and  elevate.  On  this  point  there  is  the  almost  universal 
testimony  of  ministers,  *Bible-women,  city  missionaries,  and  Christian  workers  of 
every  description. 

The  Church  has  aloud  call  to  a  special  effort  against  this,  one  of  th^  direst  of  onr 
national  sins,  which  should  stimulate  her  to  greater  earnestness  in  her  conflict  with 
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all  the  powers  of  the  kingdom  of  eril,  againat  which  onr  Master  hai  lent  her  forth 
to  war.  She  should  look  upon  it  aa  a  fresh  motive  to  the  deepening  and  quicken- 
ing of  her  own  apiritnal  life,  to  a  closer  and  more  prayerful  walk  with  Him  whose 
strength  is  made  perfect  in  our  weakness,  and  who  can  and  will,  if  we  but  serve 
Him  faithfully,  orermle  all  our  successes  and  our  failures  for  His  glory,  and  for  the 
final  triumph  of  His  kingdom  on  the  earth. 

We  trust  that  the  Church  will  be  brought  at  this  time  to  a  deep  sense  of  the 
responsibility  which  rests  upon  it  to  use  every  effort  to  stem  this  torrent  of  intem- 
perance. The  warning  must  apply  to  all  classes.  The  effects  of  drink  upon  the 
poor  are  more  appsrent,  the  effects  upon  the  comparatively  weallhy  are  more 
real.  Fewer  criminal  apprehensions  happen  among  the  upper  classes,  because 
only  a  partition  may  exist  between  their  banquet-hall  and  their  bedroom,  whereas 
the  poor  have  to  make  a  perilous  journey  from  the  public-house  to  their  hovels,  in 
darkness,  possibly  unaccompanied^  and  probably  when  the  arms  and  legs  rebel 
against  the  will.  It  is  also  my  sorrowful  belief,  that  the  indifference  and  neglect  of 
too  many  of  the  women  of  the  middle  and  upper  classes  to  this  fearfully  prevalent 
evil  have  laid  them  open  to  an  increase  of  ita  distressing  evils  in  their  own  ranks. 

The  Church  shonld  therefore  enconrage,  and,  it  possible,  co-operate  in  every 
well  devised  measure,  for  the  amelioration  of  those  moral,  social,  and  sanitary 
evils,  with  which  the  civilisation  of  the  present  day  is  so  grievously  afflicted,  and  of 
which  drunkenness  is  a  fruitful  source. 

Admonition  should  be  frequently  given  in  the  ordinary  ministrations  from  the 
pnlpU,  with  the  view  of  elevating  the  standard  of  religious  and  social  opinion  regard- 
ing the  use  and  abuse  of  intoxicating  drinks,  while  recognising  the  Christian  liberty 
in  regard  to  the  use  of  intoxicating  drinks,  and  the  obligation  of  each  to  judge  for 
him  or  herself,  as  in  the  sight  of  God,  yet  giving  solemn  warning  against  the  pre- 
▼ailing  sin  of  drunkenness  which,  so  orten, 

<<  Weaves  the  winding  sheet  of  souls, 
And  lays  them  in  the  urn  of  everlasting  death  ! " 

Dr.  ADAM  rose  to  move  the  following  motion,  of  which  he  had  given  notice : 
"  That  the  Assembly  approve  df  the  report,  and  record  their  thanks  to  the  com- 
mittee, especially  to  the  convener.  Further,  the  Assembly  feel  a  deep  sense  of  the 
responsibility  resting  on  the  Christian  Church  in  regard  to  the  evils  arising  from 
intemperance,  as  well  as  the  duty  of  employing  every  lawful  and  scriptural  means 
for  the  purpose  of  resisting  an  evil  so  powerful  and  deadly.  The  Assembly  approve 
of  all  well-considered  measures  for  diminishing  the  number  and  size  of  public-houses, 
and  of  shortening  the  hours  during  which  they  are  kept  open,  and  thus  removing,  as 
far  as  possible,  the  widespread  temptations  to  drunkenness  which  at  present  exist. 
The  Assembly  also  approve  of  all  well-considered  methods  for  counteracting  and 
diminishing  intemperance,  such  as  the  providing  of  improved  dwellings  for  the 
working-classes,  and  wholesome  recreation,  by  means  of  public  parks,  reading-rooms, 
libraries,  &c.  The  Assembly,  moreover,  while  recognising  the  efforts  both  of  those 
who  think  it  expedient  to  abstain  from  intoxicating  drink,  and  of  those  who  in  other 
ways  oppose  the  prevailing  Tice  of  intemperance,  consider  that  it  is  the  wisdom  and 
duty  of  all  the  friends  of  temperance  at  the  present  time  to  unite  together  In 
prosecuting  those  means  upon  which  they  are  all  agreed  as  fitted  to  check  the 
grierous  evil ;  and  considering  that  drunkenness  is  a  heinous  sin,  against  which  the 
Church  is  bound  speedily  to  direct  its  earnest  and  powerful  efforts,  the  Assembly 
strongly  recommend  all  Synods  and  Presbyteries  to  adopt  suitable  means  for  dealing 
with  the  matter  within  their  bounds ;  and  they  appoint  all  ministers  of  this  Church, 
in  addition  to  appropriate  references  in  their  ordinary  ministrations,  to  preach  a 
sermon  on  the  subject  on  the  third  Sabbath  of  December  1876,  and  instruct  Pres- 
byteries to  see  that  the  iig  unction  to  preach  this  sermon  is  attended  to.  The 
Assembly,  moreover,  agree  to  petition  Parliament  in  favour  of  the  bill  introduced 
into  the  Commons  by  Sir  Robert  Anstruther,  entitled, '  A  Bill  to  Amend  the  Law 
relating  to  the  Sale  by  Retail  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  in  Scotland.'  The  Assembly 
also  agree  to  petition  the  House  of  Lords  in  favour  of  the  first  part  of  the  bill  intro- 
duced by  Dr.  Cameron,  entitled, '  A  Bill  to  Assimilate  the  Law  of  Scotland  relating 
to  the  Granting  of  Licences  to  Sell  Intoxicating  Liquors  to  the  Law  of  England,'  in 
so  lar  as  it  remores  from  appeal  courts  the  power  of  increasing  the  number  of  public- 
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hooBes,  and  to  reject  the  'proTialonal  certificate'  claase  in  the  bill,  which  would 
encoorage  an  undae  increaae  of  publie-hoases  by  proprietors,  builders,  and  speea- 
lators,  and  create  a  vested  right,  which  would  be  transferable  to  any  tenant"     Dr. 
Adam,  in  supporting  his  motion,  said,  that  there  could  be  no  doubt  that  intempe- 
rance was  an  enormous  evil.     They  were  all  agreed  upon  that  point ;  and  he  held 
strongly  that  the  Church  of  Christ  was  bound  to  grapple  with  it  to  the  very  utmost  of 
its  power.     He  was  delighted  further  to  admit  that,  in  his  opinion,  the  Church  had 
scarcely  discharged  her  duty  in  that  respect.     There  was  some  apology  for  their 
remissness.     He  beliered  that,  in  many  cases,  the  Church  had  been  deterred  from 
doing  what  she  otherwise  would  have  done  by  the  extreme  views  that  prevailed 
among  certain  parties,  and  the  extreme  courses  that  were  recommended  by  certain 
parties.     He  did  not  on  that  account  defend  the  Church,  because  he  believed  if  the 
Chorch  had  taken  the  matter  into  their  own  hands,  and  sought  to  direct  public 
opinion,  they  woald  have  controlled  other  parties,  and  they  might  have  had  sounder 
views  prevailing  on  this  question.     The  question  they  must  come  to  was,  what  was 
the  difference  between  these  various  motions  on  the  table  of  the  House!    The  dis- 
tinctive nature  of  his  own  motion  was  not  this,  that  it  presented  an  inferior  view  of 
the  evil  of  intemperance ;  far  from  it    Its  language  was  precise  and  strong  on  that, 
as  in  all  the  other  motions,  nor  was  it  in  the  way  of  holding  that  the  Church  was 
not  to  do  all  that  was  within  her  proper  limits  in  the  way  of  cheeking  the  evil ;  but 
this,  that  in  the  present  time,  with  reference  to  existing  circumstances,  it  was  the 
doty  of  the  Church  to  try  to  combine  all  those  who  were  interested  in  this  great 
subject,  those  who  wished  to  meet  and  counteract,  as  far  as  possible,  this  great  evil. 
It  was  their  duty,  without  going  into  extreme  views,  or  being  led  away  by  any 
extreme  party,  to  combine,  so  far  as  they  could,  all  those  interested  in  this  object 
In  those  measures  with  regard  to  which  they  could  unite  and  prosecute  harmonious 
action.    That  was  the  distinctive  feature  of  his  motion.    It  was,  in  short,  that  their 
brethren  should  take  the  advice  that  some  of  them  had  gone  on  long  ago,  wait  for 
public  opinion  to  ripen  with  regard  to  their  views,  and,  meanwhile,  come  and  stand 
aide  by  side  with  every  man  that  had  at  heart  the  necessity  of  grappling  with  this 
evil  that  prevailed  in  the  land,  leaving  them,  of  course,  to  hold  their  own  views,  and 
afterwards  to  recommend  and  prosecute  them  to  the  utmost  of  their  power.    The 
feature  of  the  other  motions  was,  that  cautiously  but  still  really  they  committed  this 
Church,  in  one  form  or  other,  to  something  like  approval,  if  not  enforcement,  of  the 
total  abstinence  plan  as  the  method  by  which  the  evil  was  to  be  met.     He  did  not 
quarrel  with  total  abstinence;  he  thought  it  was  quite  legitimate^  and,  in  some 
cases,  it  was  a  bound  en  duty.    He  believed  it  was  fitted  to  render  good  service, 
and  that  it  had  already  rendered  good  service,  to  the  cause  of  temperance.     Indeed, 
he  would  condemn  himself  if  he  said  anything  else,  for  he  rather  supposed,  in  the 
course  of  his  life,  he  had  been  a  great  many  more  years  an  abstainer  than  some  of 
the  brethren  who  would  perhaps  advocate  another  line  of  action,  and  he  would  be  so 
still,  but  for  reasons  that  commended  themselves  to  his  judgment  and  his  conscience. 
He  held  it  was  a  Christian  principle  that  they  should  all  abstain,  in  certain  circum- 
stances, from  what  was  lawful,  from  a  regard  to  the  good  of  others,  that  their  con- 
duct might  not  become  a  stumbling-block«to  their  Christian  brethren.    But  it  was  a 
principle  that  required  to  be  very  carefully  applied.      They  must  UM.e  a  variety  of 
conaiderations  into  account,  reasons  connected  with  health,  with  the  aceomplishment 
of  the  end  in  the  long  run  and  on  the  whole,  and  reasons  connected  with  the  teach- 
ing of  Scripture  upon  the  subject  to  which  the  principle  was  applied ;  and  he  held 
that  a  Christian  man  must  judge  of  these  circumstances  in  his  own  case,  and  with 
reference  to  his  own  line  of  action ;  and  for  the  Church  to  come  in  and  take  away 
the  liberty  be  enjoyed  according  to  the  Word  of  Qod,  for  the  Church  to  come  in  and 
enforce  upon  him  a  particular  practice,  was,  he  thought,  going  beyond  the  limits 
which  the  Church  was  warranted  to  go.     He  thought  when  the  Chorch  spoke  ont  it 
should  speak  with  authority,  and  it  would  not  speak  with  authority  unless  it  could 
point  to  the  Word  of  Ood,  and  find  there  clear  and  express  warrant    Then  it  might 
come  to  the  bar  of  conscience ;  otherwise,  he  apprehended,  it  was  guilty  of  a  kind 
of  usurpation,  and  he  did  not  believe  even  friends  of  this  cause  would  contend  that 
they  had,  in  this  case,  such  an  authority  as  that  which  ho  absolutely  desiderated. 
They  had  just  now  great  reason  to  be  careful  as  to  the  first  step  they  took  in  this 
particular  direction.    There  were  certain  questions,  questions  that  he  would  charae- 
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tense  as  of  a  rery  odioas  description,  qoeations  eoncemiDg  the  ose  of  wine  in  tbe 
Supper,  and  qaestions  even  more  extreme  than  that  as  to  the  right  of  persons  con* 
neeted,  not  with  the  mannfactare  and  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors,  but  eren  with  the 
use  of  intoxicating  liquors,  to  come  to  the  table  of  the  Lord,  for  the  entrance  of 
which  qaestions,  though  not  before  them  now,  they  must  take  care  they  did  not 
open  a  door.  They  had  heard  a  good  deal  of  wliat  had  taken  place  in  another 
Church  in  regard  to  this  matter,  and  he  thought  they  should  commend  that  Church 
for  the  ateadfastness  and  faithfulness  it  had  shown  in  dealing  with  that  class  of 
questions.  He  thonght  there  was  a  lesson  there  to  themselTOS — he  said  it  again — 
just  to  take  care  they  did  not  enter  upon  a  thorny  path,  and  encourage  agitation 
upon  this  Tory  delicate  question.  More  than  that>  he  had  this  to  say — why  shoohl 
their  friends  insist  upon  bringing  in,  for  the  purpose  of  counteracting  intemperance, 
a  question  about  which  they  knew  that,  in  that  Church,  they  were  absolutely  dirided  t 
They  were  well  aware  that  there  was  no  concord  of  opinion  upon  that  subject  so  as 
to  render  it  arailable  for  the  temperance  cause,  and,  therefore,  he  thought  it  would 
be  wise  and  right  in  them  not  to  insist  on  that  in  regard  to  which  they  differed,  but 
to  unite  in  that  on  which  they  were  all  agreed,  leaving  their  own  riews  to  be  brought 
forward  in  the  long  run,  if  public  opinion  should  come  to  be  in  their  favour.  Advert- 
ing to  the  other  motions  before  the  House,  Dr.  Adam  said  of  Mr.  Hall's,  that  it 
would  be  a  very  strange  thing  if  the  Assembly  at  that  time  should  dismiss  their 
Temperance  Committee  without  any  proposal  to  appoint  another,  or  take  any  steps 
whatever  as  a  Church  in  dealing  with  this  great  evil.  He  believed  there  were  other 
parties  who  would  be  glad  to  discharge  the  committee,  and  especially  the  convener. 
If  the  publicans  of  Glasgow  could  discharge  Mr.  Kidston  they  would  be  very  thank- 
M  to  do  aa  There  were  seasons  of  the  year  when,  he  was  persuaded,  they  would 
give  him  a  handsome  trip  to  any  part  of  the  world,  if  they  could  only  get  him  out  of 
the  way  at  the  licensing  occasions.  He  differed  widely  from  Mr.  Kidston  in  certain 
questions,  but  he  thought  they  should  give  honour  to  those  to  whom  honour  was 
due.  At  the  same  time,  he  would  be  happy  to  agree  to  the  reinforcement  of  the 
committee,  always  provided  that  it  should  be  a  committee  for  working  and  not 
for  wrangling.  A.s  to  Mr.  Smith's  motion,  his  objection  to  it  was,  that  it  laid  down 
a  principle  of  Christian  expediency  without  any  qualification,  and  that  it  called  upon 
brethren  to  consider  the  propriety  of  the  queatlon,  as  if  it  could  be  necessary  at  this 
time  of  day  to  ask  ministers  and  office-bearers  of  the  Church  to  consider  a  subject 
of  that  kind.  More  than  that,  he  held  there  was  an  implied  assumption  in  the 
motion.  He  knew  that  the  argument  would  be  used  that  they  only  recommended 
total  abstinence,  but  behind  that  recommendation  there  was  an  implied  judgment 
that  thai  was  the  right  course  to  be  followed,  and  it  would  not,  therefore,  do  to 
soften  it  down.  They  were  to  consider  the  question  with  a  view  to  an  end,  and 
that  end  was  the  adoption  of  the  practice  of  total  abstinence.  With  regard  to  Mr. 
Bannerman's  motion,  he  would  have  liked  if  that  gentleman  had  specified  what  was 
meant  by  respect  and  encouragement  in  regard  to  those  brethren  who  were  abstainers. 
Of  course,  the  respect  must  be  mutual.  They  must  have  respect  and  encourage- 
ment/or all  those  prosecuting  the  same  end,  though  not  in  the  same  way.  The 
latter  part  of  Mr.  Bannerman's  motion  also  implied  a  judgment  in  favour  of  this 
particular  plan  of  total  abstinence  as  aga'nst  any  other  of  dealing  with  the  evil  of 
intemperance.  What  he  wished  the  Assembly  to  do  was  to  recommend  all  parties 
in  the  Church  to  unite  ss  one  man  on  the  measures  to  which  they  were  agreed  for 
diminution  of  those  public  houses,  so  demoralising  and  so  injurious,  and  for  grap- 
pling with  many  of  the  drinking  customs  of  the  country.  And  here  the  Church  of 
England  had  shown  much  wisdom.  There  was  a  great  society  connected  with  that 
Church  which  had  its  ramifications  throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  the  land. 
It  dealt  with  all  those  customs  and  evils  springing  out  of  them,  but  while  many 
belonging  to  it  were  abstainers,  that  was  not  pressed  upon  the  members,  all  being 
welcome  who  were  agreed  upon  measures  fitted  to  diminish  and  ultimately  to  over- 
come this  prevailing  evil.  He  earnestly  commended  his  motion  to  the  adoption  of 
the  Assembly,  believing  that  it  was  the  best  motion  in  the  present  circumstances. 

Br.  THOMAS  SMITH,  in  seconding  the  motion,  said  he  had  long  been  a  pledged 
abstainer,  but  he  seconded  Dr.  Adam's  motion  as  in  all  the  circumstances  of  the 
ease  vastly  preferable  to  the  other  motions  before  the  House.  He  presumed  that 
Mr.  Hall  s  motion  was  intended  u  »  joke,  and  he  thought  that  this  matter  was  too 
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BeriouB  and  solemn  to  be  treated  as  a  Joke.    As  to  Mr.  Bannerman'a  motion,  he  for 
one,  as  an  abstainer,  entreated  the  Assembly  not  to  give  him  '*  respect  and  en- 
couragement on  this  qaesUon."    He  desired  encouragement  on  erery  good  work ; 
but  what  kind  of  encouragement  could  the  Assembly  give  on  this  question  1 — ^it 
would  be  the  kind  of  encouragement  given  to  a  child  when  they  patted  its  head 
and  said,  "  That  is  not  quite  right  in  you ;  we  don't  approve  of  this,  or  we  would 
follow  your  example ;  but  at  the  same  time  your  action  is  well  meant,  and  will  not 
do  much  mischief."    He  belieyed  that  there  were  circumstances  in  which  a  man's 
lot  might  be  cast — the  circumstances,  for  example,  in  which  his  own  lot  had  been 
cast — ^in  which,  if  a  man  were  placed,  he  must  of  necessity  become  a  total  abstainer. 
He  believed  that  there  were  many  districts  of  the  country  in  which  it  would  be 
vastly  better  if  their  ministers  were  total  abstuners ;  but  he  did  not  think  that  the 
Assembly  should  give  any  such  advice  as  that  proposed  iu  these  motions.    Aa  an 
individual  he  would  ask  ministers  to  give  up  their  own  views  on  this  matter ;  but 
he  would  not  venture  to  ask  the  Assembly  to  do  that    He  felt  that  the  Assembly 
had  no  right  to  inculcate  the  principle  of  total  abstinence  unless  they  were  prepared 
to  go  in  for  total  abstinence  as  a  term  of  communion ;  and  that  he  trusted  they 
would  never  do.    He  most  decidedly  objected  to  calling  npon  the  office-bearers  of 
the  Church  to  consider  this  matter,  because  he  felt  that  it  would  be  an  insult  offered 
by  the  Assembly  to  its  members  and  its  people  to  tell  them  that  they  should  now 
begin  to  consider  a  question  which  he  had  no  doubt  they  had  considered  long  ago, 
and  were  considering  under  a  solemn  sense  of  responsibility  from  day  to  day.    Mr. 
Smith,  in  his  motion  no  doubt  ^eant  to  get  the  Assembly  to  declare  that  it  wonld 
be  better  for  the  officebearers  and  members  of  the  Church  to  abstain.    But  what 
would  be  the  use  of  such  a  declaration  from  that  Assembly,  when  they  knew  that  a 
very  large  proportion  of  the  Assembly  were  not  abstainers.    It  would  be  another 
thing  if  abstainers  were  to  address  an  appeal  to  their  brethren  in  the  ministry — ^he 
had  no  objection  to  join  in  a  reasonable  circular  of  that  kind — ^but  he  oonld  not 
desire  that  men  of  whom  no  one  necessarily  were  abstainers,  and  of  whom  they  knew 
that  a  very  large  number  were  not  abstainers,  should  pass  a  resolution  whose  sole 
object  was  to  induce  men  to  become  abstainers.    He  was  sorry  that  there  should  be 
any  division  in  the  Assembly  in  regard  to  a  matter  in  the  substance  of  which  they 
were  absolutely  at  one.    Dr.  Smith  concluded  by  earnestly  expressing  the  hope 
that  all  who  agreed  in  this  matter  should  unite  to  do  what  they  could  to  remove 
the  reproach  of  intemperance  from  the  land. 

Mr.  BANNERMAN,  Dalkeith,  pursuant  to  notice,  moved  the  following  motion: — 
''The  General  Assembly  exhort  all  ministers,  office-bearers,  and  members  of  the 
Church  to  give  all  due  respect  and  encouragement  to  as  many  of  our  people  as  feel 
it  expedient,  on  Christian  principle,  to  abstain ;  and  further,  they  suggest  to  all  to 
consider  for  themselves  whether  an  example  of  personal  abstinence,  on  grounds  of 
Christian  expediency,  might  not  be  helpful,  along  with  other  lawful  means,  in  doing 
away  with  drunkenness  and  the  temptations  to  it»  having  regard  especially  to  the 
peculiar,  and  it  may  be,  exceptional  circumstances  of  the  district  in  which  the  lot 
of  each  is  cast.  Further,  the  Assembly  exhort  all  the  friends  of  temperance  at  the 
present  time  to  unite  together  in  a  spirit  of  mutual  respect  and  forbearance  in 
prosecuting  those  means,"  &c. 

I  have  two  things  to  say,  Moderator,  at  the  outset  (1)  In  bringing  forward 
this  motion,  I  am  acting  precisely  in  the  line  of  the  overture  from  the  Presbytery  of 
Dalkeith  (Casebook,  p.  282).  That  overture  was  carried  unanimously  at  a  full 
meeting  of  Presbytery.  (2)  I  wish  it  to  be  clearly  understood  that  I  adopt  the 
whole  of  Dr.  Adam's  motion,  except  the  first  part  of  the  fifth  paragraph.  I  put 
my  motion  simply  as  an  amendment  upon  the  first  sentence  of  that  fifth  para- 
graph. That  statement  sufficiently  disposes  of  some  of  the  arguments  used  by  Dr. 
Adam  and  Dr.  Smith  against  my  motion. 

There  is  no  need,  sir,  for  me  to  speak  here  of  the  evUs  of  intemperance,— of  the 
Bin  involved  in  it  and  growing  out  of  it  Upon  that  we  are  all  agreed.  Kor  shall 
I  speak,  save  for  a  moment,  of  its  extent,  of  how  pervading  and  deep-Beated  an 
evil  it  is  in  the  midst  of  us;  although  I  am  fully  convinced  that  many  Chris- 
tian people,  from  habit,  from  want  of  consideration,  utterly  fail  to  realise  the 
extent  to  which  intemperance  prevails  in  this  country,  and  to  be  concerned  abont 
it  as  they  shoald.    There  are  Bome  who  Buppeae  that  it  is  confined  very  much  to  the 
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lovtT  clasBefl.  Tbat  was  the  impreuion,  I  think,  which  one  wonld  have  drawn  from 
Mr.  Kidaton's  remarks.  He  spoke  constantly  of  "  the  working  claBses,"  and  his 
remedies  seemed  meant  almost  excloslTelj  for  them. 

Moderator,!  helieye  that  to  be  a  totai  mistake.  It  is  not  in  one  class  of  society, 
bat  in  all  classes,  that  we  find  this  evil  to  be  prevalent  and  deep-seated.  We  all 
know,  sir,  that  Qod  has  sent  us  of  late  a  time  of  reyiyal  In  the  land.  One  bleesed 
fniit  of  that  reTlval  has  been  the  increase  of  meetings  for  prajer,  the  increase  everj- 
where  of  a  sense  of  the  reality  and  power  of  prayer.  Can  any  one  attending  those 
meeUngs  hare  failed  to  see  teaching  proof  of  the  place  which  intemperance  holds 
among  na  in  the  requests  for  prayer?  It  was  not  from  families  of  the  lower  classes 
that  those  requests  came.  They  were  not  illiterate,  though  often  trembling  hands, 
which  traced  those  affecting  references  to  the  dangers  of  those  in  whom  the  writers 
were  so  deeply  interested. 

As  we  rise  in  the  social  scale  we  find  more  reticence  on  this  subject.  We  find 
more  faeilliies  for  concealment.  The  evil,  to  some  extent,  changes  its  form.  Bat 
the  OTil  is  as  deep-seated,  I  believe,  among  the  middle  and  upper  classes  as  among 
the  lower.  There  are  some  who  comfort  themselves  with  the  reflection  that  we  do 
not  now  see  gentlemen  reeling  from  the  dining-room  into  the  drawing-room,  as  was 
the  case  in  good  society  fifty  or  sixty  years  ago.  No,  sir ;  but  there  are  other 
gatherings  of  gentlemen  and  professional  men  in  our  days,  other  places  than  ladies' 
drawing-rooms  frequented  by  them.  And  those  who  know  anything  of  the  scenes 
to  whieh  I  refer  can  tell  whether  intemperance  has  decreased  in  those  classes, 
whether  there  is  not  good  reason  to  fear  that  it  is  in  some  respects  on  the  increase. 
There  are  not  a  few,  air,  worthily  moving  in  the  highest  circles  of  our  social  and 
profeaaional  life,  who  carry  this  fear  about  with  them  for  those  dearest  to  them. 
That  **  fiut  life'* — if  the  Assembly  will  excuse  the  expression — which  draws  so  many 
of  the  moat  hopeful  and  gifted  of  our  young  men  from  guarded  homes  into  its  fatal 
eddies,  could  not  go  on  for  one  day  or  one  night  without  strong  drink,  and  what 
accompanies  and  follows  over-indulgence  in  it 

It  is  a  sad  lesson,  sir,  that  many  and  many  a  young  minister  besides  myself  has 
been  learning.  We  have  been  seeking  to  do  our  pastoral  work  faithfully  in  our 
parishes  and  districts.  We  have  been  getting  beneath  the  surface  of  things  which 
we  toaehed  in  our  first  visitation  or  twa,  la  our  first  year  or  two  of  ministerial 
experience.  We  have  come  to  know  something  of  the  real  life  and  history  of  the 
&milie8  under  our  charge.  And  we  have  learned  what  is  the  skeleton  in  many  a 
household  where  all  is  fair  outwardly.  I  ask  brethren  here  (like  myself)  from 
eoontry  towns  and  mining  dlatricts :  Do  you  know  a  street  in  those  towns,  a  row  in 
those  mining  villages,  that  does  not  furnish  instances  of  this  1  Can  yon  lay  your 
hand  on  a  close,  a  "  land  "  in  the  close,  a  group  of  six  families,  where — when  you 
come  to  know  them — there  are  not  histories,  sadder  than  fiction,  of  what  intemper- 
ance has  done  and  is  doing  now) 

It  is  in  these  circumstances,  Moderator,  that  we  are  called  to  speak  to  our  people. 
It  la  in  the  light  of  these  circumstances  that  I  ask  the  House  to  look  at  Dr.  Adam's 
'motion  and  at  mine. 

Both  motions  take  for  granted  what  is  the  supreme  remedy  in  this  matter.  The 
sopreme  remedy  is  that  gospel  which  is  "  the  power  of  Gfod  unto  salvation  (From  the 
corse  and  dominion  of  every  sin)  to  every  one  that  believeth."  Christ  preached  and 
received  is  the  beginning  of  true  and  sure  hope  for  the  slave  of  intemperance. 
Christ  revealed  afreah  by  the  Spirit  is  the  beginning  of  fresh  hope  and  effort,  should 
he  ikll  again  into  the  snare  of  the  devil.  Upon  tbat  we  are  all  agreed.  And  both 
motions  assume  also  that  evbordinate  remedies  are  most  important — nay,  in  a 
sense,  essential, — in  their  own  place.  I  adopt  heartily  the  first  four  paragraphs  of 
Dr.  Adam's  motion.  I  join  issue  with  him  simply  on  the  first  sentence  of  his  fifth 
paragrspb.  The  point  of  difference  between  the  two  motions  is  respecting  the 
question  of  personal  abstinence. 

I  am  glad,  sir,  to  find  the  word  "abstinence"  or  "abstain'*  in  Dr.  Adam's 
motion  at  all.  It  is  the  first  time,  if  I  am  not  mistaken,  that  it  has  appeared  in 
such  a  motion  in  this  House.  I  trust  1  am  not  violating  the  etiquette  of  the  As- 
sembly when  I  say  that  this  word  and  this  whole  clause  was  not  in  the  first  draft  of 
Dr.  Adam's  motion  (which  I  hold  printed  in  my  hand),  but  that  it  has  been  added 
since  mj  motion  was  tabled  in  the  House.     I  am  glad  to  find  that  Dr.  Adam 
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has  now  come  so  far  as  to  name  total  abBtainera.  I  am  only  lorry  that  he  namea 
them  and  nothing  more.  He  "reeogniBes  their  efforts'* — appiu'cntlj  from  aome 
dlatance  and  from  some  height, — but  whether  favourably  or  not  we  are  left  to  gather 
as  we  may.  I  am  remindedi  sir,  of  what  Dante's  guide  said  to  him  of  certain  per- 
sons whom  they  met  in  the  lower  regions — "  Non  ragioniam  dl  lor,  ma  guarda  e 
passa** — ''We  will  not  speak  of  them,  but  look  at  them  and  pass  them  by."  Dr. 
Adam  appears  to  be  looking  down  from  the  height  of  his  motion  upon  his  abstaining 
brethren  in  the  lower  regions  where  they  dwell ;  and  he  aays — "  We  will  not  apeak 
of  them,  but  we  will  look  at  them  and  pass  them  by."  I  am  glad,  sir,  that  Dr. 
Adam  has  taken  to  looking  in  our  direction.  I  trust  he  will  look  long,  and  thiit 
the  more  he  looks  at  us  the  better  he  will  like  us. 

But  seriously,  Moderator,  I  submit  that  this  brief  and  vague  and  cold  reference 
to  personal  abstinence  is  most  unsatisfactory,  that  it  is  not  in  the  spirit  and  tone  in 
which  this  Assembly  ought  to  speak  to  their  people  on  this  question,  and  that  it  is 
not  in  substance  what  is  desirable.  It  comes  short  even  of  the  report  in  this  matter. 
«  The  temperance  reformation,"  Mr.  Kidston  says  (p.  10),  including  especially  in  that 
phrase,  as  the  context  shows,  what  abstainers  are  doing, ''  will  fail,  and  will  deserve 
to  fail,  if  it  separates  itself  from  Church  sentiments."  Is  there  any  appeal  to ''  Church 
sentiments  "  in  this  clause  of  Dr.  Adam's  motion  1  Those  abstainers,  whose  "  efforts" 
he  "  recognises,"  are  not  spoken  of  as  being  within  the  Church.  He  has  no  counsel 
to  give  on  this  subject,  as  my  amendment  has,  to  "our  people,"  and  "otir  minis- 
ters," nothing  even  for  outside  abstainers  except  an  implied  advice  not  to  quarrel 
with  other  people. 

Sir,  the  membership  of  our  Church  are  looking  to  this  House  for  advice  and 
guidance  in  this  matter.  Intemperance  presents  itself  to  their  eyes  and  hearts  in 
facts  and  not  in  figures.  Some  of  our  moat  earnest  and  warm-hearted  Christian 
people  are  deeply  concerned  on  this  very  point,  as  to  the  duty  of  personal  abstinence. 
They  are  in  danger  of  being  led  astray.  There  are  reckless  agitations  upon  this 
subject,  which  have  been  referred  to  already,  most  undesirable  to  be  introduced  into 
our  congregations.  And  what  is  the  safe  course  in  such  circumstances)  Is  it  to 
ignore  the  circumstances  altogether — to  give  our  people  no  advice  as  to  the  right, 
honourable,  and  Christian  position  for  them  to  take  in  this  matter  of  abstinence  as 
individuals]  Is  not  the  wise  and  the  safe  course  what  I  urge  in  this  amendment, 
that  we  should  speak  to  our  people  in  a  tone  of  hearty  sympathy,  in  a  tone  of  encour- 
agement, and  .in  a  tone  of  direction,  showing  what  is  the  true  and  the  only  safe 
ground  on  which  to  place  this  question  of  personal  abstinence,  namely,  to  deal  with 
it  as  a  matter  of  Christian  expediency,  to  be  judged  of  by  every  man  according  to 
his  own  conscience  and  his  own  circumstances,  seeing  to  it  that  he  knows  his  eir- 
cumstances,  and  that  he  has  an  enlightened  conscience  in  the  sight  of  Ood. 

If  we  want  to  meet  an  error.  Moderator,  is  not  the  true  wisdom,  the  safe  course, 
to  recognise  the  truth  that  underlies  the  error  or  is  connected  with  it»  to  recognise 
the  right  feelings  and  impulses  that  have  been  associated  perhaps  with  extreme 
views  t  If  we  wish  our  people  to  avoid  extreme  positions,  surely  we  ought  to  show 
them  what  is  the  reasonable  and  Christian  position.  Sir,  I  am  not  surprised  that 
there  should  be  extreme  positions  upon  this  subject.  We  heard  last  night  that  there 
were  times  which  required  extreme  men ;  and  I  say  that  the  state  of  our  country 
with  regard  to  intemperance  requires  extreme  men — men  filled  with  an  extreme 
sense  of  the  evils  of  intemperance,  and  of  the  extent  to  which  these  evils  are  spread- 
ing among  us.  "  It  is  g^od  to  be  sealonsly  affected  in  a  good  thing."  There  is  zeal 
without  luiowledge,  which  is  often  destructive  of  its  own  ends ;  but  there  is  also 
knowledge  without  zeal,  which  is  wrong  and  sinful. 

It  is  most  important  to  put  this  question  of  total  abstinence  upon  its  right  basis. 
I  will  not  enter  upon  the  question  of  the  wines  of  Scripture,  referred  to  by  Dr.  Adam 
— a  question  which  has  been  needlessly  and  mischievously  stirred  of  late.  I  am 
prepared  to  prove  at  the  proper  time  and  place — which  is  not  now  or  here — ^that  aU 
trained  and  competent  interpreters  of  Scripture  are  practically  nnanimops  in  holding 
that  the  ordinary  and  normal  nse  of  the  words  rendered  by  "  wine,"  and  similar 
terms  in  the  Boglish  version  is  to  denote  a  fermented  liquor,  capable,  when  employed 
to  excess,  of  producing  intoxication.  I  admit  and  maintain  that  wine — taking  the 
word,  for  shortness,  in  the  widest  sense,  to  include  all  similar  beverages — is  in  itself 
a  good  gift  to  be  received  and  oied  wiUi  thankfulness.    I  have  lived  for  weeks  and 


FBIDAT,  MAY  26,  1876. — ^MR.  BANNERMAK.  207 

monibfl  In  eoantries  where  fermented  wines  are  in  common  use  among  all  classes, 
and  jet  where  dmnkenness  is  practically  nnknowo.  Yoa  maj  pass  tbrongh  the 
streets  and  crowded  places  of  iestire  resort  at  all  hours,  yoa  see  wine  freely  osed 
on  erery  side,  and  yet  not  a  single  person  the  worse  for  drink.  Intemperance  is  in 
no  sense  there  a  national  snare  or  sin ;  and,  of  coarse,  the  dnties  which  may  arise 
for  men  in  this  eonntry  from  considerations  of  Christian  expediency,  can  have  no 
place  for  one  resident  there.  A  like  state  of  things  seems  to  have  preyailed  In  Israel 
in  their  better  days,  so  that  snch  a  scene  as  that  suggested  in  Deuteronomy  ziv.  26, 
could  be  realised  without  any  evil  results  being  generally  eonnected  with  it.  It  is 
far  otherwise,  as  we  all  know,  with  us.  Whoever  may  use  wine  temperately,  it  is  the 
shame  of  our  people,  and  of  others  of  kindred  northern  stock,  that  it  seems  impos- 
sible for  them  to  do  so.  **  It  is  well  for  us,"  an  eminent  foreign  statesman  once  said 
with  catting  irony,  "  that  yon  Anglo-Saxons  are  a  drunken  race.  Were  it  not  so, 
what  with  yoar  energy,  your  perseverance,  your  colonising  power,  nothing  could 
stand  before  yon." 

Therefore,  sir,  I  maintain  that  the  other  side  of  the  principle  comes  in  here.  It 
is  lawful  for  a  Christian  man  to  use  wine,  giving  thanks  to  the  Lord ;  it  is  lawful  for 
him  also  to  abstain  from  it.  Yes,  and  if  sufficient  cause  be  shown,  it  is  not  only 
lawful  but  expedient,  and  it  may  be  expedient  in  the  very  highest  degree.  We  have 
been  asked  to-day  for  Scripture  authority.  "It  is  good,"  says  the  apostle,  ''not  to 
drink  wine,  if  thereby  thy  brother  stumbleth,  or  is  offended,  or  made  weak."  All  I 
ask  is,  that  the  Assembly  should  put  their  stamp  of  approval  on  that  principle  in 
this  application  of  it,  leaving  it  to  every  man  to  apply  it  for  himself  according  to  his 
own  view  of  his  own  circumstances.  I  do  not  undertake  to  judge  for  other  men; 
but  I  say  for  myself,  and  many  who  think  with  me,  that,  looking  to  our  districts, 
we  believe  that,  for  us  at  least,  here  and  now,  there  is  an  exceptionable  state  of 
things  which  demands  an  exceptional  remedy.  And  we  have  found  it  useful.  I 
have  been  a  total  abstainer  for  the  last  five  years ;  and  I  find  it  easier  to  say  ''Come" 
than  to  say  "  Oo."  It  g^ves  an  influence  to  a  minister  which  is  not  to  be  despised. 
There  are  many  men  to  whom  no  Christian  minister  would  give  any  other  advice 
than  that  they  should  abstain.  There  are  others,  really  in  danger,  although  not 
owning  it  to  themselves— young,  it  may  be,  and  in  many  ways  full  of  promise — who 
will  be  persuaded  to  place  themselves  in  a  position  of  safety  by  the  more  generous 
plea  to  abstain  for  the  sake  of  others  as  you  do  yourself 

All  I  ask  the  Assembly  to  do  is  to  say  to  such  of  its  people  as  have  come  to  the 
eoneluaion  at  which  I  have  arrived  myself:  "  For  you,  in  your  exceptional  circum- 
stanees  (as  you  hold  them  to  be),  this  personal  abstinence  is  a  lawful  and  honour- 
able means  of  helping  the  weak,  and  bearing  personal  testimony  against  evil.  We 
count  it- worthy  of  being  considered  by  all  our  office-bearers  and  people,  looking  at 
their  drenmstanees,  whether  ihU  remedy,  along  with  others,  might  be  useful.  They 
may  not  come  to  your  conclusion ;  let  every  man  bo  fully  persuaded  in  his  own 
mind  ;  but  let  every  man  do  something  in  this  matter." 

I  do  not  thereby  "commit  the  Church,"  as  Dr.  Adam  has  alleged,  "  to  enforce  or 
approve  the  principle  of  total  abstinence ; "  I  do  not  even  ask  the  Assembly  to  "  re- 
commend "  it,  as  if  it  were  of  universal  application. 

Reference  has  been  made  to  extreme  views ;  I  have  referred  myself  to  intem- 
perate advocates  of  temperance ;  but  I  feel  very  strongly  that  there  la  much  to  be 
said  in  their  excuse,  and  one  thing  to  be  said  is  this,  the  want  of  guidance  from  the 
Churdi.  And  I  see  another  extreme  in  the  report  and  in  the  motion  of  Dr.  Adam 
— the  extreme  of  timidity  and  of  silence,  as  if  abstainers  were,  as  Andrew  Fair- 
service  said  of  Rob  Roy,  "  Ower  bad  for  blessing,  and  ower  gude  for  banning."  Sir, 
the  qaestion  of  personal  abstinence  is  coming  more  and  more  to  the  front  in  this 
couniiy.  We  all  see  it  in  our  own  circles — we  see  men  in  all  social  positions 
brought  to  that  conclusion,  who  little  dreamed  of  it  a  few  years  ago.  Intemperance 
is  growing  upon  us — we  have  had  remarkable  public  meetings  on  the  subject  within 
the  last  few  months  In  Edinburgh,  and  almost  all  the  large  towns  in  the  country. 
The  reoent  deliverances  of  the  Ameriean  Churches  on  this  topic  are  most  interesting. 
The  Church  of  England  has  taken  it  up.  And  I  appeal  to  ministers  and  elders  in 
this  Assembly  whether  we  in  Scotland  are  to  leave  the  lead  in  the  wrong  hands. 
Are  we  to  leave  the  lead  in  this  matter  to  rash  and  extreme  men  1  Are  we  to  go 
on  referring  to  abstainers,  as  the  report  and  the  motion  do,  as  if  they  were  merely 
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outeidersl    Are  we  to  shrink  from  inc^catiog  what  is  the  right  and  reasonable 
position  to  take  ap  in  this  matter  t 

What  I  seek  in  my  amendment  is  that  the  Church  should  enforce  upon  all  its 
people  the  duty  of  facing  the  facts  regarding  the  intemperance  of  the  country,  and 
of  leaving  them  for  themselTes.  Certainly  the  Church  should  not  condemn  those 
who  do  not  see  their  way  to  abstain,  should  not  do  anything  to  pass  a  censure  or  a 
slur,  direct  or  indirect,  upon  them.  My  amendment  does  nothing  of  the  kind.  We 
do  not  ask  you  to  enjoin  total  abstinence  or  even  to  recommend  it.  All  we  ask  is 
that  this  means,  which  some  of  us  have  tested,  should  be  considered  by  our  people, 
along  with  other  means,  and  that  the  Assembly  should  indicate  a  right  position  for 
them  to  take  up  in  connection  with  it,  if  they  think,  on  their  own  responsibility, 
that  they  ought  to  use  it.  It  may  be  right  for  one  man  Und  not  for  another.  My 
amendment,  Moderator,  means  what  it  says,  and  it  means  nothing  more.  For  my 
own  part,  I  should  resist  most  strongly  any  attempt  to  enforce  the  principle  of  total 
abstinence,  any  attempt  even  authoritatively  to  recommend  it  by  this  House.  There 
is  a  clear  distinction — and  I  hope  it  will  be  kept  in  view  throughout  the  debate — 
between  what  we  as  Individ oals  may  wish  most  decidedly,  and  what  we  think  it  right 
to  ask  the  Assembly  to  do.  Individually  I  may  think  total  abstinence  expedient 
in  the  highest  degree  from  the  exceptional  circumstances  of  the  land ;  but  I  do  not 
wish  the  Assembly  to  enjoin  total  abstinence,  or  to  recommend  it  so  as  to  bind  » 
single  conscience,  or  to  do  anything  that  could  throw  a  stigma  on  those  who  do  not 
feel  called  upon  to  act  as  I  have  done,  or  who  do  not  think  that  their  circumstances 
are  exceptional. 

I  have  given  my  own  experience,  sir,  for  what  it  is  worth.  But  this  House  has 
before  it  a  better  experience  than  mine.  We  have  in  this  Church  a  noble  band  of 
Home  Mission  ministers,  in  large  cities  and  mining  districts.  They  have  done  a 
noble  work  for  which  we  may  well  thank  God.  I  do  not  reckon  myself  amonj;  their 
number,  but  I  have  the  privilege  of  knowing  many  of  them.  And  I  do  not  know 
one — so  far  as  I  am  aware — who  is  not  by  pledge  or  practice  a  personal  abstainer. 
Aud  is  there  a  missionary  or  a  Bible-woman  in  our  towns  who  has  not  felt  it  necessary 
to  take  the  same  position  f 

I  remember  some  years  ago  visiting  a  country  and  mining  district  on  a  Home 
Mission  deputation  along  with  a  respected  elder  of  our  Church.  We  held  con- 
ferences with  the  office-bearers  and  workers  in  the  different  stations,  which  were  of 
a  very  interesting  and  hopeful  kind.  Both  of  us  were  much  struck  with  the  evi- 
dences which  met  us  of  the  mingled  shrewdness  and  good  feeling,  the  singular  power 
of  self-help  and  self-government  which  there  are  In  our  Scottish  common  people. 
My  friend  had  travelled  much  and  seen  the  commonalty  of  different  countries,  and 
as  we  ended  our  work,  he  said,  in  the  kindly  mother  tongue  which  comes  readily  to 
some  of  us  when  we  feel  strongly :  '*  Well,  sir,  there's  nae  folk  like  our  sin  folk,  if 
only  they  would  baud  away  frae  the  drink." 

I  have  been  speaking — ^as  an  individual — in  favour  of  personal  abstinence.  This 
is  one  of  the  things  which  we  think  we  can  do  to  help  our  Scottish  people — a 
people  worth  a  greater  sacrifice,  we  have  found  it  does  help  them.  And  by 
doing  so  we  feol  that  we  left  a  testimony  in  this  matter  which  all  can  understand, 
and  set  our  feet  firm  upon  the  broad,  and  clear,  and  high  platform  of  Christian  ex- 
pediency and  national  interest,  which  might  surely  unite  all  the  sound -hearted 
youth  and  manhood  of  the  land  in  common  opposition  to  the  mightiest  earthly 
enemy  of  the  common  weaL 

We  all  remember  how  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  once  told  His  disciples  when  He 
found  them  baffled  in  all  their  attempts  to  subdue  the  evil  spirit  at  the  foot  of  the 
mount :  "  It  was  because  of  your  unbelief— howbeit  this  kind  goeth  not  out  but 
by  prayer  and  fasting."  New  Testament  fasting  means  abstinence  for  a  time,  for 
our  own  good,  or  that  of  others,  from  what  Is  in  itself  lawful,  but  in  the  circumstances 
we  judge  to  be  not  expedient.  We  may  well  be  humbled,  and  seek  to  show  it,  that 
this  fool  and  evil  spirit  of  intemperance  Is  not  yet  cast  out  of  this  Christian  land. 
Would  it  be  too  much  to  say  of  it  also  :  "  This  kind  goeth  not  out  but  by  prayer 
and  fasting?" 

Mr.  JAMES  MILLER,  elder,  Greenock,  seconded  the  motion.  As  an  employer 
of  labour  in  the  West,  he  knew  a  little  of  the  evil  of  intemperance  in  the  land,  and 
he  cordially  agreed  with  the  motion* 
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Mr.  SMITH  of  Tarland,  aoeordiiig  to  nolice,  proposed  the  following  motion : — 
"  The  General  Assembly,  having  considered  the  oyertares  on  intemperance,  resolve 
as  follows : — 1.  That  intemperanee  is  one  of  the  greatest  hindrances  to  the  cause  of 
Christ  and  the  work  of  the  Chareh  both  ai  home  and  abroad.  2.  Tliat  this  great 
evil  is  fostered  by  many  soeial  cnstoms  as  well  as  by  the  public  facilities  for  the  sale 
of  intoxicating  liquors.  8.  That  it  is  incumbent  on  all  professing  Christians  to  do 
what  in  them  lies  to  limit  and  remove  the  temptations  to  drinking.  And  farther, 
the  General  Assembly,  considering  that  the  principle  of  Christian  expediency  re- 
quires professing  Christians  to  deny  themselves  in  that  which  they  may  consider 
lawful  when  it  beeomes  a  stumbling-block  to  others,  earnestly  recommend  all  the 
ministers,  office-bearers,  and  members  of  the  Church  to  consider  the  propriety  in 
present  circumstances  of  personal  abstinence,  and  to  seek,  by  all  suitable  meaus,  to 
diseoantenance  the  drinking  customs  generally."  In  supporting  his  motion  Mr. 
Smith  referred  to  the  peroration  of  a  speech  delivered  by  Dr.  Cairns,  in  which  he 
said,  "  I  plead  with  this  meeting,  and  plead  with  this  great  nation,  to  bring  this 
system  of  the  eommon  traffic  and  the  common  use  of  intoxicating  liquors  to  a  ter- 
mination, and  proceeded  to  quote  several  statements  in  the  report  with  the  view  of 
showing  that  the  proper  conclusion  from  these  statements  was  such  a  conclusion  as 
that  contained  in  his  motion.  He  maintained  that  the  report  said  far  too  much  in 
regard  to  the  evil  of  intemperance,  and  far  too  little  as  to  the  remedy.  The  report 
told  them  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  legislature  to  enact  such  measures  as  would 
make  it  easy  to  walk  in  the  paths  of  sobriety ;  and  he  woold  just  turn  that  senti- 
ment round  and  say  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  ministers  and  office-bearers  of  the 
Church  to  adopt  such  a  practice  as  would  make  it  easy  for  all  to  walk  in  the  paths 
of  sobriety.  Then,  again,  the  report  told  them  that  many  eould  not  resist  tempta- 
tion to  take  drink  when  it  waa  placed  within  their  reach.  That  was  said  with  spe- 
cial reference  to  public-houses,  but  it  was  equally  applicable  all  round.  If  many 
could  not  resist  the  temptations  of  the  public-house,  there  were  also  many  who  could 
not  resist  temptation  when  it  was  placed  within  their  reach  on  the  tables  of  their 
friends  as  well  as  in  the  public-house.  Mr.  Smith  concluded  by  intimating  that, 
aft«r  consulting  with  a  great  many  friends,  he  had  no  wish  to  press  his  motion  to  a 
vote,  but  willingly  gave  way  to  the  motion  of  Mr.  Bannexman.. 

Dr.  BEGG  complained  that  the  plan  of  giving  notice  of  a  great  many  motions, 
and  then  withdrawing  them,  had  the  effect  of  securing  a  great  many  speeches  on  one 
side,  whilst  there  was  no  time  left  for  speechea  on  the  other  side.  This  was  becoming 
a  venr  great  abuse,  for  whidi  some  remedy  must  be  found. 

Mr.  HALL,  Beith,  said  the  motion  of  which  he  had  given  notice  was  no  joke,  and 
he  claimed  fos  it  the  same  degree  of  patience  which  they  bad  given  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  other  motions  before  the  House.  His  motion  had  no  connection, 
either  in  kind  or  in  association,  with  Mr.  Bannerman's  or  Mr.  Smith's.  It  was  inde- 
pendent of  both.-  In  the  first  place,  he  wished  to  make  a  word  of  reply  to  Dr.  Smith's 
remarks.  Dr.  Smith  hoped  that  his  motion  was  a  joke,  and  if  it  was  not^  he  envied 
Dr.  Adam  his  right  of  reply.  It  was  no  uncommon  thing  in  certain  assemblies, 
when  independent  members  expressed  their  mind,  that  attempts  were  made  to  inti- 
midate them  into  silence ;  but  this  Free  Assembly  he  knew  would  never  permit  such 
taetica.  If  he  had  been  disposed  to  withdraw  his  motion.  Dr.  Smith's  intimidation 
or  attempt  to  frighten  him  would  have  prevented  him  from  doing  so.  In  the  second 
place.  Dr.  Adam  attempted  to  meet  the  motion  which  he  had  now  to  propose  on  tech- 
nical gfoonds.  He  (Mr  Hall)  was  not  an  ecelesiastie,  and  very  few  of  the  younger 
memlMrs  of  this  House  were  ecclesiastics,  but  Dr.  Adam  was  an  ecclesiastic  But 
it  waa  not  usual  to  meet  a  motion  of  this  kind  on  technical  grounds. 

His  motion  wss  practically  this — he  objected  to  the  further  continusnoe  of  the 

Temperance  Committee  of  this  Church.    In  the  late  Professor  Miller's  time,  when 

be  wia  oonvener  of  this  committee,  they  were  in  the  habit  of  receiving  very  brief 

reports,  but  the  speeches  which  backed  them  up  were  speeches  which  had  the  true 

ring  of  abatinence  in  them,  and  speeches  which  awakened  at  least  the  fervour  and 

enthusiasm  of  the  Assembly  to  which  they  were  addressed.    At  that  time  there  was 

in  connection  with  the  Free  Church  a  temperance  society  which  did  not  go  to  the 

extent  which  many  of  them  would  have  wished.     Bot^  nevertheless,  it  was  in  itself 

Tigoroiu  and  effective  in  doing  something  on  that  great  question ;  for  at  that  time, 

o 
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he  foand,  from  one  of  Professor  Miller's  'addresses,  there  were  no  fewer  than 
three  or  four  hundred  total  abstaining  ministers  in  oonneotion  with  the  Free 
Chnroh.  He  would  like  to  know  how  many  at  present  were  total  abstaiaing 
ministers.  At  that  time  in  connection  with  that  association  Glasgow  had  its 
Aroot,  and  Edinbaigh  had  its  Ottthrle;  bat  who,  he  asked,  had  risen  to  take 
tiieir  places  1 

He  objected  to  that  committee  continuing  longer  In  office,  on  the  gronnd  that 
they  had  done  nothing.  He  hoped  that  Dr.  Adam  would  reply,  and  he  wanted 
nothing  more  than  a  reply  to  his  statement  They  saw  before  them  an  immense 
temperance  force  brought  into  action  at  the  present  day — ^they  saw  that  everywhere. 
Their  Established  Church  brethren — perhaps  he  ought  to  say,  their  friends  over  the 
way  :  it  was  the  United  Presbyterians  who  were  their  brethren.  Their  Established 
Church  brethren  had  a  temperance  society — ^its  conrener  a  total  abstainer;  the 
United  Presbyterians  had  a  temperance  society — its  conTcner  a  total  abstainer; 
and  he  did  not  see  why  they  (the  Free  'Church)  should  be  behind  them  in  that 
respect,  especially  when  the  question  was  taking  a  higher  place  than  it  erer  had 
before. 

This  motion  of  Dr.  Adam*s  was  no  new  one.  It  told  them  that  the  Church  was 
bound  to  direct  its  earnest  efforts  to  intemperance.  When  he  (Kr  Hall)  heard  that 
for  the  first  time  some  years  ago,  he  went  home  to  his  congregation,  and  said  that 
their  Church  was  now  going  to  enter  on  a  grand  crusade  against  the  drink  traffic 
He  told  them  that  they  had  now  awakened  from  their  indifference  and  stupor  on  that 
question,  and  were  about  to  enter  on  a  great  warfare  against  intemperance.  He 
looked  eyery  week  for  some  stimulus,  encouragement,  direction^  and  counsel,  but 
he  had  to  wait  in  vain  till  the  next  year  of  Assembly,  when  another  motion  said  thai 
the  Church  was  bound  speedily  to  direct  its  earnest  efforts  against  intemperanee ; 
and  again  the  following  year,  and  the  fourth  year,  and  erery  year,  their  Chnrch  re- 
solved that  they  were  bound  speedily  to  direct  their  earnest  and  powerful  efforts 
against  intemperance.  He  wanted  Dr.  Adam  in  his  reply  to  tell  them  distinctly 
what  "  speedily  "  meant — his  own  conviction  was  (he  might  be  wrong,  and  would 
stand  corrected)  that  that  motion  meant  by  **  speedily  "  the  millennium. 

The  annual  motion  still  went  on  that  ministers.  Synods,  and  Presbyteries 
were  to  take  action.  But  what  had  the  committee  done  to  ascertain  what  atten- 
tion had  been  paid  to  that  recommendation  and  these  injunctions.  They  had  no 
information  in  their  report  as  to  what  their  people  were  doing  at  present  And 
he  challenged  Dr.  Smith  to  pat  his  finger  upon  anything  which  the  committee 
had  done  daring  the  past  year.  Could  either  Dr.  Smith  or  Dr.  Adam,  who 
were  members  of  that  committee,  tell  them  how  often  that  eommiitee  had  met 
within  the  last  five  years,  and  how  many  of  the  twenty-six  members  attended  f 
He  looked  at  the  minutes,  and  in  no  year  of  late  haid  there  been  more  than 
two  meetings — some  years  only  one — and  the  business  of  these  meetings  was  of  the 
most  perfunctory  character.  He  would  tell  them  what  the  business  chiefly  con- 
sisted of.  Mr  Kidston  reported  that  he  had  circulated  some  4000  or  5000  copiee  of 
last  year's  report 

He  would  still  ask,  "What  have  they  done  t "  He  was  very  glad  to  hear  that  Dr. 
Adam  was  advancing ;  he  (Dr.  Adam)  was  a  man  of  progress.  He  was  told  that  Dr. 
Adam  was  ten  years  In  advance  of  his  period,  and  that  they  must  have  patience  nntil 
Dr.  Adam,  like  Mr.  Disraeli,  had  educated  his  party.  Now  was  that  worthy  of  them 
— the  Free  Church  of  Scotland  ?  He  asked,  what  had  they  been  hitherto  among  the 
temperance  forces  of  the  country  1  He  maintained  that  they  had  been  no  fsetor  at 
all — they  had  been  no  element  whatever  worth  referring  to  in  that  mighty  work,  in 
regard  to  the  enlightening  the  mind  of  the  country,  arousing  the  national  conscience, 
and  awakening  political  sentiment  on  that  question.  *'  By  their  fruits  ye  shall  know 
them."  Who  were  they  who  had  done  that  great  work  hitherto  1  Had  they  been 
found  inside  or  had  they  been  found  outside  the  Church  1  Was  it  not  a  fact  that  but 
for  the  temperance  reformers— extreme  men  and  temperate  men  alike — ^but  for  them 
that  work  would  have  been  still  undone.  Many  of  their  ministers  in  the  Free 
Chnrch  did  not  preach  that  sermon.  He  knew  many  of  their  Presbyteries  never 
took  up  that  question ;  he  knew  some  of  their  Synods,  who  had  nothing  else  in  the 
world  to  do,  never  took  np  the  qaestion.    Their  Chnrob  therefore  had  made  no 
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moTement  on  that  qaoBilon  whatever.  Were  ihej  never  to  be  the  leaden  of  the 
people  on  thie  sabjectl  Were  they  alwayg  to  be  the  ledt  Were  they  to  be  acted 
on  by  external  influencee,  and  never  themselves  to  aot  on  and  develop  public  senti- 
ment 1    This  was  not  worthy  of  the  Church. 

It  was  very  well  for  politiciana  to  tell  us  that  a  law  must  be  written  on  the  con- 
victions of  the  people  before  it  could  be  placed  on  the  statute-book  of  the  realm. 
But  on  the  grest  social  questions  of  the  day  it  was  for  the  Church  to  form  the  con« 
victions  of  the  people. 

He  could  imagine  politicians  turning  round  to  them  and  saying,  "  Are  you  also 
become  weak  as  we  ? — are  yeu  become  like  unto  us  1 "  It  was  unworthy  of  their  posi- 
tion as  members  of  the  Pree  Church  General  Assembly ;  as  ministers  of  the  Church, 
it  was  unworthy  of  their  history  to  still  stand  where  they  had  hitherto  been  stand- 
ing, and  never  advancing  one  step.  By  these  remarks  he  thought  he  had  showiji 
good  reason  for  his  motion.  It  would  not  do  to  tell  them — and  he  hoped  Dr.  Adam 
would  be  above  that — what  Mr.  Kidston,  had  done  outside  the  Church.  He  deferred 
to  no  man  in  the  Church  in  his  respect  for  Hr.  Kidston  and  the  thirteen  elders  whose 
nsmea  were  upon  this  committee ;  but  it  was  one  thing  to  be  diligent  out  of  all  con- 
nection with  the  Church,  in  various  ways  to  which  this  committee  of  the  Church  had 
no  relation,  and  another  thiug  to  form,  and  educate,  and  direct  the  forces  of  the 
Church  itself.  He  looked  upon  the  committee  in  the  same  manner  as  a  good 
country-woman  described  a  person  of  her  acquaintance  as  "  daeless,  feckless,  and 
fosionless."  He  was  lately  in  America,  and  he  found  there  that  ministers  were  of  one 
mind  on  the  question.  There  there  were  upwards  of  6000  ministers,  and  scarcely  a 
moderate  drinker  among  them,  and  they  said  their  medical  men  did  not  believe 
that  alcohol  was  a  preventive  or  cure  of  sore  throat,  and  further,  they  would  not  be- 
lieve their  doctors  if  they  should  say  it.  He  hoped  the  Assembly  would  give  heed 
to  his  motion,  as  he  thought  the  only  consistent  thing  to  do  was  to  discharge  this 
committee,  and  see  tliat  a  more  efficient  one  took  their  place. 

Mr  M'KEAN,  Paisley,  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  QIBSON  suggested  the  discussion  should  be  adjourned  till  the  evening,  as 
other  gentlemen,  no  doubt,  would  like  to  express  their  views  on  so  important  a 
question. 

Dr.  WILSON  (Clerk)  said  that  was  impossible,  as  the  business  for  consideration 
in  the  evening  was  most  important^  and  would  probably  last  till  half-past  ten 
o'clock. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  Oreenock,  elder,  agreed  with  the  remarks  which  fell  from  Dr. 
Begg,  but  he  thought  the  fathers  and  elder  brethren  should  shorten  their  speeches, 
and  thus  give  an  opportunity  for  the  younger  members  of  the  House  to  express  their 
views.  They  had  a  few  days  ago  a  motion  before  them  to  the  effect  that  young  men 
should  be  instructed  in  elocution,  but  what  would  be  the  use  of  it  if  they  had  no 
opportunity  of  showing  the  Church  the  progress  they  made. 

Dr.  BEGG  said  he  had  not  ottered  a  word  in  the  debate,  and  did  not  complain 
of  it,  therefore  the  remarks  of  the  previous  speaker  could  not  apply  to  him. 

Mr.  HALL  here  said  that  he  would,  with  the  consent  of  his  seconder,  with- 
draw his  motion,  provided  he  was  at  liberty  to  nominate  a  new  committee  on 
Tuesday. 

Mr.  LAUGHTON,  Greenock,  wished  to  have  some  more  distinct  expression  in 
the  direction  of  encouraging  those  who  were  disposed  to  proceed  upon  the  principle 
of  total  abstinence.  He  was  not  a  professed  abstainer,  but,  like  many  more  in  the 
House,  he  was  a  practical  abstainer.  He  wished  this  Assembly  not  to  take,  or  seem 
to  take,  the  position  which  would  seem  to  throw  earnest  members  into  the  hands 
of  an  extreme  party.  It  was  in  that  point  of  view  that  he  regarded  it  of  such  im- 
portance that  they  should  say  something  more  than  what  was  contained  in  Dr. 
Adam's  motion,  and  therefore  he  would  suggest  the  following  alteration: — "The 
Assembly  recognises  the  importance  of  practical  abstinence,  both  as  regards  the 
personal  protection  of  many  who  are  exposed  to  special  danger,  and  also  as  regards 
the  influence  it  exerts  in  opposition  to  the  drinking  usages  of  the  country.  While 
convinced  that  abstinence  cannot  be  safely  advocated  except  on  the  ground  of 
Christian  expediency,  and  that  it  must  be  left  to  every  individual  in  the  exercise  of 
hia  Christian  liberty  to  judge  whether  or  not  he  is  called  on  to  practise  it,  the 
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Oeneral  Assembly  exhorts  ministers,  office-bearers,  and  members  of  the  Choreh  to 
giye  all  due  enconragement  to  such  of  oar  people  as  deem  it  expedient  to  abstain; 
while  those  who  do  not  see  their  way  to  go  so  far  are  not  on  that  account  to  be  sah- 
jected  to  reproach  or  reflection  of  any  kind." 

Mr.  K'KEAK,  while  agreeing  with  Mr.  Bannerman,  conld  not  adopt  his  motion. 
He  had  been  for  twenty-nine  years  an  abstainer,  and  had  been  familiar  with  the 
sabject  in  all  its  bearings.  The  only  point  of  diflference  between  Mr  Bannerman 
and  him  was  this — he  was  as  satisfied  as  he  was  of  his  own  existence  that  they 
would  the  more  speedily  reach  the  end  they  had  in  yiew  by  not  pressing  his  motion. 
If  they  co-operated  on  a  point  on  which  they  all  agreed,  it  would  enlarge  their  know- 
ledge and  deepen  interest^  and  it  was  impossible  to  enlarge  knowledge  and  deepen 
interest  without  bringing  them  more  in  the  Tory  direction  which  Mr.  Bannerman 
bad  indicated. 

Mr.  BAKNEEMAN  rose  and  asked  if  Dr.  Adam  was  prepared  to  accept  the 
alteration  proposed  by  Mr.  Laughton  1 

Dr.  ADAM  expressed  his  readiness  to  strengthen  the  hands  of  the  committee 
by  adding  to  it  any  members  who  were  willing  in  a  practical  way  to  co-operate. 
With  regard  to  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Laughton,  he  submitted  it  was  rather  late  in 
the  discussion  to  introduce  such  a  paragraph  as  he  had  proposed.  So  far  as  he  had 
heard  it  read,  he  was  not  prepared  to  accept  the  proposal.  He  thought  his  filenda 
might  be  content  with  the  admission  they  had  inade  that  the  motion  went  further 
this  year  than  in  any  former  year.  That  should  satisfy  friends  that  progress  had 
been  made,  and  lead  them  to  hope  that  if  allowed  time  to  mature  their  connetiona 
as  to  the  ultimate  course  which  ought  to  be  followed,  they  might  still  come  nearer 
their  yiews. 

The  House  then  divided,  with  the  following  result:  — 

For  Dr.  Adam's  motion  ...  140 

For  Mr.  Bannerman's  motion  •  •  106 

Minority  for  Dr.  Adam's  motion  .  84 

The  announcement  of  the  result  of  the  rote  was  reoeired  with  applause. 

voraoiB  or  Monov. 

Dr.  BAINT  gave  notice  of  the  following  motion  regarding  diseetablishment:^ 
"  The  General  Assembly  adhere  generally  to  the  deliverances  of  former  Genenl 
Assemblies  upon  the  subject,  but  in  respect  that  this  Assembly  is  placed  in  special 
circumstances,  as  the  result  of  the  interesting  proceedings  which  have  masked  its 
meetings,  they  find  it  inexpedient  to  engage  in  discussion  at  this  time  with  a  view 
to  any  more  specific  deliverance." 

Ih*.  RAINY  also  gave  notice  of  the  following  motion  : — '*  The  Oeneral  Assembly 
having  taken  into  consideration  the  overture  anent  proclamation  of  banns,  resolve 
as  follows — That  the  present  state  of  the  law  of  Scotland  in  regard  to  the  procla- 
mation in  Established  Churches  of  a  proposal  of  marriage  is  uigost  and  unsatisfac- 
tory ;  that  the  high  and  varying  fees  charged  for  proclaxnations  are  injurious  to  the 
interests  of  morality ;  that,  regjird  being  bad  to  the  present  ecclesiastical  condition 
of  the  people  of  Scotland,  the  publication  of  banns  of  marriage,  either  at  original 
parish  churches  or  at  the  district  quoad  sacra  parish  churches,  of  parties  intending 
to  many,  no  longer  answers  its  on\j  legitimate  purpose  of  due  publicity ;  that  pub- 
lication of  banns  viewed,  as  it  originally  was,  not  as  a  civil  but  as  an  ecclesiastical 
ordinance,  is  equally  competent  to  Nonconforming  as  to  Established  Churches; 
that,  however  it  may  have  been  originated,  the  practice,  which  has  been  adopted  and 
sanctioned  by  the  statute  law  of  the  realm,  is  of  universal  interest  and  value,  and 
should  therefore  be  effectually  provided  in  an  unsectarian  manner  by  the  instru- 
mentality of  public  civil  officers,  such  as  the  registran  established  by  Vict.  16  and 
17,  cap.  80;  the  General  Assembly  has  observed  with  much  satisfaction  that  a  bill 
'to  abolish  the  system  of  proclaiming  banns  of  nuuriage,  presently  in  force  in  Soot- 
JIand,  and  to  make  provision  for  the  due  publication  of  such  banns  in  Scotland,'  baa 
been  prepared  and  introduced  into  the  House  of  Commons  by  Dr.  Cameron  and 
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othen ;  the  Cteneril  Assembly  approre  of  the  object  and  generally  the  proTiBions  of 
said  bill,  and  reeolTes  to  petition  both  Hoasee  of  Parliament  in  its  faToar." 
The  AaBembly  adjourned  shortly  after  fire  o'clock. 


BVENIITG  SBDEBUNT. 

The  Aisembly  of  the  7ree  Church  met  at  half-past  seyen — Dr.  M'Laaehlan, 
Moderator. 

WELFABB  01  TBI  TOUTB  07  THS  0HT7B0H. 

Mr.  ALEXANDER  WHTTE,  Free  St.  George's,  in  submitting  this  report 
(Appendix  No.  XXTIL),  alluded  to  the  completion  of  the  task  of  one  of  the  most 
honoured  committees  of  their  Church,  which  had  their  work  crowned  on  the  pre- 
yions  day.  From  floor  to  ceiling  this  House  was  filled  yesterday  with  a  great  con- 
gregation of  the  most  intelligent  of  our  ScottLsh  Christian  people,  whose  hearts  were 
full  of  an  emotion  that  must  have  risen  like  incense  before  the  tlirone  of  their 
exalted  and  adorable  Bedeemer.  As  one  speaker  succeeded  another  on  this  plat- 
form yesterday,  they  lamented  the  absence  of  their  honoured  fathers  and  brethren 
who  had  laid  the  foundations  and  boilt  the  walls  of  that  Union  to  which  they  yes- 
terday brought  out  the  copestone.  After  these  proceedings  nothing  could  be  more 
appropriate  than  that  they  should  meet  to-night  to  confer  together  concerning  the 
yooth  of  the  Church  rising  up  around  them,  to  do  works  worthy  of  their  fathers,  and 
it  was  the  Church's  daty  to  train  them  for  what  lay  before  them.  Their  fathers  had 
a  noble  training,  and  they  had  shown  the  result  in  days  of  distress  and  trial,  and  it 
was  now  for  them  to  do  what  in  them  lay  for  the  rising  generation.  In  giving  in 
the  report  of  the  committee,  of  which  he  was  joint-convener,  he  had  one  or  two 
words  to  say  concerning  the  work  done  during  the  past  year.  He  wished  to  call 
special  attention  to  the  course  of  lectures  on  theology  to  young  men  and  young 
women  that  had  been  delivered  in  this  and  other  cities  during  the  past  year.  An 
honoured  lay  brother  of  the  House  had  spoken  that  morning  depreeatingly  of  deep 
things  of  divinity  being  taught  to  children.  But  there  was  nothing  which  came  to 
man  on  the  plane  of  revelation  that  was  not  deep  beyond  the  profoundest  plummet 
that  the  human  mind  could  cast.  There  was  no  gospel  promise  that  had  not  its 
roots  deep  in  the  divine  nature ;  and  he  did  not  like  in  the  House  that  even  a  pass- 
ing word  of  contempt  should  be  poured  upon  the  study  of  divinity.  One  of  the 
desires  of  the  committee  had  been  to  educate  the  children  and  youth  of  the  Church 
in  the  queen  of  the  sciences — theology — ^for  she  was  the  mistress  of  them  all.  When 
he  stated  that  Professor  Davidson  opened  classes  to  the  young  men  of  Edinburgh 
for  the  study  of  the  Hebrew  prophets  and  their  writings,  he  could  only  say  that  no 
finer  opportunity  had  presented  itself  to  young  men  to  have  their  intellects  opened, 
and  their  imaginations  filled  with  all  that  could  ennoble  and  improve.  No  member 
needed  to  be  <told  of  the  profound  thoughts  and  stirring  words  that  would  fall  from 
Professor  Bainy's  lips  when  he  discoursed  on  the  New  Testament  books.  And  all 
this  had  been  done  in  this  city  under  the  care  of  their  committee.  Then,  again,  as 
regarded  the  class  for  young  women,  conducted  by  Professor,  Blaikie,  who  had  for 
his  subject  "  Christian  Evidence,"  it  had  proved  itself  a  fruitful  and  useful  class.  In 
Aberdeen,  the  last  year's  course  by  Professor  Lumsden  and  Dr.  D.  Brown  had  been 
followed  by  Professor  Smith  on  "  Tlie  Tieading  Features  of  the  Old  Testament  His- 
tory.** He  had  also  to  mention  that  Professor  Candlish  had  delivered  a  series  of 
lectures  for  Sabbath-school  teachers  in  the  city  of  Glasgow.  If  there  Was  one  thing 
in  the  report  to  which  he  would  specially  call  the  attention  of  his  brethren  of 
country  places,  it  was  to  the  arrangements  made  whereby  young  men  when  they 
came  to  cities  from  country  places  might  not  be  launched  into  all  their  great  towns 
without  a  friend  to  hold  out  a  hand  to  them.  A  very  carefully-prepared  plan  had 
been  adjusted,  so  that  any  son  or  daughter  of  the  Free  Church  coming  to  Edinburgh, 
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Glasgow,  London,  Manchester,  Dundee,  or  Aberdeen,  wonld  find  Ghriatian  friends 
awaiting  and  ready  to  aaalBt  them.  A  part  of  their  work  had  been  the  formation 
and  aaperintendence  of  young  men'a  asaociatione,  bat  he  should  not  enter  npon 
that.  An  inatitation  had  been  started  during  the  year  which  waa  not  directly  in 
charge  of  the  committee,  but  which  they  aa  indlTiduals  had  had  some  hand  in  Bet- 
ting agoing,  supporting,  and  developing — the  Edinburgh  Young  Women'a  Christian 
Association.  One  of  the  agencies  set  agoing  in  connection  with  the  aaaociation  was 
a  home  for  young  women,  not  so  much  for  serranta  aa  shop  girls,  who,  it  was 
belicTed,  were  as  much  neglected  as  any  class  in  the  community.  A  large  sum  of 
money  was  raised,  and  a  commodious  house  purchased  in  one  of  the  streets  of  the 
New  Town,  which  was  filled  to  oyerflowing,  and  they  were  now  proposing  to  extend 
that  house  or  purchase  another.  There  was  another  part  of  the  report — ^the  last 
section  of  it--which  did  not  properly  fall  to  the  care  of  the  committee,  but 
which  he  had  set  agoing,  and  to  some  extent  carried  into  effect.  He  had  always 
studied  what  fresh  interest,  and,  if  possible,  fascination  he  could  pour  into  his  Bible- 
class.  He  made  the  Bible  and  Catechism  always  the  basis  of  his  teaching ;  but  still 
there  were  a  thousand  ways  of  teaching  these ;  and  every  man  who  would  teach  to  mach 
purpose  would  find  out  his  own  way  of  impressing  their  lessons  upon  those  who  sat 
under  him,  either  in  the  pulpit  or  class-room.  He  had  read  with  pleasure  the  series 
of  English  classics  published  by  the  Clarendon  Press,  containing  selections  from 
Chaucer,  Spenser,  Shakespeare,  Bacon,  Milton,  and  Bunyan.  He  had  admired  the 
taate,  scholarship,  and  akili  with  which  the  work  was  executed,  and  it  came  to  his 
mind  that  it  would  be  a  most  yaloable  thing  to  have  the  books  of  the  Bible  in  a 
similar  form  for  the  benefit  of  our  Bible  classes.  He  had  accordingly  made  this 
suggestion — as  they  invited  hints — to  the  *^  Clarendon  Press,"  but  they  intimated 
that  Uiey  had  no  intention  of  issuing  sueh  a  work.  They  were,  however,  not 
dependent  npon  the  "  Clarendon  Press,"  as  there  waa  sufficient  wealth  of  scholarship 
and  intelligence  among  themselves  to  produce  such  a  work  as  he  had  hinted  at. 
He  had  spoken  on  the  subject  to  Dr.  Dods  of  Glasgow,  and  Mr.  Clark,  a  publisher,  a 
member  of  that  House,  and  by  this  time  the  work  was  fairly  under  way.  He  hoped 
fathers  and  brethren  would  give  the  movement  every  encouragement,  so  that  even 
in  a  business  aspect  it  would  be  a  success.  These  works  would  put  their  cultivated 
young  men  and  women  on  a  level  with  technical  scholars,  and  in  the  front  rank  of 
all  ascertained  knowledge.  He  had  said  a  few  words  from  that  place  last  year  on 
denominational  attachment.  He  had  not  so  much  to  speak  of  that  to-night  as  of 
the  personal  attachment  of  the  young  to  the  Church  through  their  ministers,  for  he 
believed,  after  all  the  well-spent  labour  in  discussing  their  principles,  and  making 
plain  the  truths  of  history,  they  would  succeed  best  by  attaching  the  growing  youth 
to  living  peraons,  and  it  was  through  attachment  to  persons  tliat  they  would  also 
interest  them  in  Free  Church  principles  and  evangelical  religion.  He  rejoiced  that 
many  of  their  number  were  able  to  take  the  platform  and  speak  of  Free  Church 
principles,  which  were  constitutional  principles — ^but  he  felt  a  little  jealousy  at  the 
same  time,  for  he  believed  that  it  was  not  there,  after  all,  that  the  true  conquest  of 
the  Scottish  youth  would  be  made.  He  believed  that  it  was  In  the  pulpit  that  it 
wonld  be  done — and  he  was  a  little  jealous  of  his  brethren  on  the  platform  and  the 
floor  of  the  House  lest  they  should  be  drawn  away  from  that  which  was,  after  all, 
the  power  of  the  Scotch  Church — that  power  which,  at  the  Disruption,  carried  con- 
viction through  a  thousand  parishes  in  Scotland  —an  evangelical  pulpit.  They  built 
oh  that  foundation  a  power  that  brought  the  Ten  Years'  Conflict  to  such  a  conclusion 
that  he  was  proud  to  be  one  of  the  sons  of  those  who  stood  upon  that  noble  platform. 
What  would  hold  and  bind  together  the  Scottish  people  was  the  devotion  of  its  youth 
^  an  intelligent,  devoted  ministry,  such  as  the  Free  Church  had  supplied  to  the 
Christian  people  of  Scotland  for  the  past  thirty  years.  The  platform  would  have  its 
work  to  do,  and  he  did  not  wish  to  see  the  leaders  of  the  Church  shrink  from  the 
functions  of  statesmen  regarding  questions  demanding  the  nation's  voice  and  a 
national  solution,  but  he  believed  there  was  more  power  in  well  occupied  pulpits, 
and  in  carefully  oondncted  Bible  classes,  than  in  battering  a  rival  institution  night 
and  day.  They  would  effeet  far  more  by  discharging  their  doty  faithfully  in  the 
pulpit^  than  by  climbing  a  thousand  platforms,  and  probably  losing  their  character 
in  ^e  effort.     He  wonld  Ux  sooner  hear  of  a  servant  lassie  hnriying  through  her 
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work  to  get  to  the  prayer-meetiog,  or  a  ploughman  lad  in  the  obsonreat  comer  of 
the  land,  whose  voice  thrilled  as  he  spoke  of  his  minister,  than  of  a  blare  of  trom- 
pets  and  the  waving  of  banners,  and  a  real  prince  coming  to  aothorise  a  Ghnrch  to 
open  her  Assembly.  It  would  almost  break  his  heart,  as  a  Scotchman  and  a  minis* 
ter,  if  the  yonng  men  of  Scotland  mistook  for  their  mother  that  falcon  with  jessi 
and  hood,  and  lure,  and  chain  of  gold,  sent  out  to  hawk  for  her  master's  profiu  She 
might  be  fed  by  the  band  of  a  queen,  she  might  be  carried  on  the  wrist  of  a  prince 
of  the  blood,  but  all  that  did  not  make  her  the  troe  Moiher  Church  of  a  free  Scottish 

Eeople.  There  was  no  blood  on  her  breast ;  she  had  broken  no  feathers  fighting  for 
er  young;  she  had  ruffled  no  wings  defendiug  her  nest;  wherever  a  Scottish  patriot 
ia  to  look  for  his  true  Mother,^  it  is  not  in  the  facile  creation  of  courts  and  statesmen. 
There  was  a  Church  once  in  Scotland  that»  by  the  blow  of  her  eagle  wing,  beat 
down  a  tyrant's  throne,  but  that  Church  got  her  power  with  eur  fathers  by  her  care 
for  their  children.  This  Church  will  have  herself  to  blame  if  her  lineage  is 
obscured,  or  if  our  youth  mistake  a  State  prostitute,  that  gives  and  takes  with 
political  parties,  for  a  free,  evangelical/  and  spiritual  Church  of  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ.  Let  fathers  and  brethren  labour  and  pray  that  the  great  Head  of  the  Church 
may  continue  to  say  to  our  Scottish  youth, "  Te  have  seen  how  I  bare  yon  on  eagles* 
wings,  and  brought  you  unto  myself;  now,  therefore,  ye  shall  be  to  me  a  kingdom 
of  priests,  and  a  holy  nation."  . 

Mr.  LAIDLA W,  Aberdeen,  moved  the  adoption  of  the  report,  and  commended  its 
objects  to  the  consideration  and  support  of  the  members.  He  said  the  subject  of 
the  care  of  youth  was  one  in  which,  on  theory,  the  Presbyterian  Church,  was  above 
all  other  Churches,  because  the  Presbyterian  Church  regarded  every  child  of  its 
baptism  as  being  a  part  of  the  Church.. 

He  referred  to  the  uprising  of  sceptical  inquiry:  about  Biblical  matters.  The  way 
to  meet  it  was  to  have  an  intelligent  laity,  and  an  instructed  youth,  familiar  with  the 
tme  state  of  the  questions  debated,  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  Scriptures  and 
fnmished  with  the  proofs  of  their  authenticity  and  inspiration.  He  adverted  to 
yonng  men's  associations  and  young  women*s  associations.  His  own  experience  led 
him  to  look  with  special  favour  upon  such  associations  of  this  kind  as  were  congre- 
gational in  their  character,  because  of  the  manner  in-  which  they  connected  the 
yonng  men  of  a  congregation,  bringing  them  together,  forming  among  them  an  esprit 
de  carps,  and  because  the  young  men  brought  together  in  this  way  were  more  led  to 
find  out  their  own  powers  and  their  own  work.  The  great  secret  was  to  put  young 
men  upon  the  metn^ds  of  edifying  and  improving  one  another.  The  fostering  of 
young  men's  associations  was  no  easy  matter,  and  they  had  to  make  allowance  in 
aneh  work  for  a  little  friction.  Ministers  would  do  little  good  who  expected  always 
to  enjoy  quietness,  and  not  to  interfere  with  others'  opinions.  If  they  were  to 
move  forward  they  must  make  a  little  "  stour  "  or  stir,  which  was  better  than  con- 
ventional sameness,  tameness,  and  the  apathy  and  rigidity  of  death.  If  they  were 
to  preserve  their  youth  to  the  Church,  they  must  have  a  living  and  moving  Chris- 
tianity. Young  people  had  a  quick  and  keen  sympathy  with  the  present.  They 
Blood  glowing  upon  the  verge  of  the  future.  He  gloried  and  rejoiced  in  the  past, 
but  was  it  the  past  only  that  belonged  to  Qod  and  Christ  I  No,  the  present  and  the 
f  atnre  belonged  to  our  blessed  Lord  as  well  as  the  past  They  rejoiced  in  that  thought, 
and  must  try  to  carry  it  practically  out.  Let  them  remember  that  these  youths 
under  their  care  were  to  be  the  men  and  women  of  the  future.  They  must  present  to 
them  an  Intelligent,  cultured,  sympathetic,  and  adaptive  Christianity-^the  Christi- 
anity  that  they  needed.  He  closed  with  a  few  words  upon  what  he  said  was  after  all 
the  great  influence  in  winning  their  youth,  and  that  was  a  consistent  Christian  ex- 
ample on  the  part  of  their  parents,  elders,  teachers,  and  ministers.  It  was  by  their 
own  conduct  that  they  would  win  or  lose  their  youth.  They  were  too  apt  to  think 
the  future  of  these  young  people  would  not  turn  upon  what  they  saw  in  their  own 
little  circle.  But  he  ventured  to  say  it  was  very  much  this  very  thing  that  would 
influence  their  future.  At  the  crisis  of  life  the  turning  point  depended  upon  the 
question  how  Christianity  had  been  presented  to  a  youth.  Youth  was  nneon- 
Bcionsly  influenced  by  their  elders  immediately  about  them ;  and  when  it  came  to 
the  question  of  their  getting  into  life  eternal,  it  would  often  not  turn  upon  the 
great  traths  that  they  had  often  heard,  nor  npon  the  preaching  of  the  gospel 
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roaud  Bhoni  ikwa  so  abandantly,  boi  what  vat  the  example  set  them  in  their  own 
homes. 

Mr.  DAVID  DICKSON  seeonded  ihe  adoption  of  the  report,  which  was  nnani- 
mously  agreed  to. 

THE  msaioir  of  ■vajtoiubx. 

Mr.  MacphersoD,  Dundee ;  Mr.  M'Phall^  Elgin ;  Mr.  Fnllarton,  Glasgow ;  Mr. 
Kelman,  Leith ;  Mr.  Fraser,  Edinburgh ;  and  Mr.  Morgan,  Edinburgh,  the  ministers 
who  have  agreed  to  labour  for  two  months  as  eyangelists,  as  has  been  alreadj 
stated,  were  called  liefore  the  MODERATOR,  who  addressed  a  few  words  to  them. 
He  was  not  one  of  those,  he  said,  who  thought  that  a  minister  was  not  an  evangelist 
Yet  there  were  men  who  had  special  gifts  for  eyangelistic  work,  men  who  were  more 
fitted  for  dealing  with  sinners,  as  etiber  men  were  more  fitted  to  deal  with  saints, 
building  them  up  in  the  faith.  He  doubted  not  that  their  brethren  were  compe- 
tent to  engage  in  both  kinds  of  work.  The  Church,  howerer,  was  sending  them 
forth  for  a  while  as  ordained  ministers  to  deal  with  the  souls  of  the  perishing  men 
and  women.  He  prayed  God  to  bless  them,  and  to  grant  them  a  large  measure  of 
success.  At  the  invitation  of  the  Moderator,  prayer  was  offered  up  by  Dr.  Murray 
Mitchell. 

BKFOBT  OV  THl  EiaHIAJrDS  AVD  IBLAHDS. 

Dr.  M'LAUCHLAK,  Convener  of  the  Committee  on  the  Highlands,  laid  on  the 
table  of  the  Assembly  the  Beport  of  the  Committee  of  the  Highlands  and  Islands 
for  the  last  year.  It  was,  he  said,  very  much  of  the  usual  complexion,  with  this, 
however,  wMeh  may  be  safely  said,  that  there  is  not  a  little  in  it  which  may  well 
encourage  us.  Since  the  last  report  was  given  in  the  Assembly  is  aware  that  we 
have  had  our  biennial  collection.  The  whole  sum  collected  was  £3147,  being  an 
increase  of  £114  on  the  sum  collected  at  the  last  biennial  period.  This  is  encourag- 
ing, as  showing  the  warm  interest  which  this  Church  continues  to  take  in  the  people 
of  the  Highlands.  On  the  whole  fond  for  the  biennial  period  the  committee  have 
to  report  favourably,  and  they  close  the  period  with  a  considerable  balance  in  their 
favour  as  compared  with  1874.  I  may  assure  the  Assembly  that  this  result  is  not 
attained  without  the  «cercise  of  very  rigid  economy,  1}nt  the  committee  have 
uniformly  striven  to  keep  their  expenditure  within  the  limits  of  the  sum  placed  at 
tbeir  disposal.  They  are  somewhat  anxious  with  regard  to  funds  for  the  year  on 
which  they  are  now  entering.  They  have  found  it  necessary  to  make  an  addition  of 
£10  per  annum  to  the  salaries  of  probationers.  This  they  felt  to  be  absolutely 
necessary  in  the  dreumstances,  and  yet  it  involves  a  serious  addition  to  their  outlay. 
With  the  present  numbers  of  probationers  paid  by  them,  the  outlay  is  not  less  than 
£200  per  annum,  or  £400  on  the  produce  of  their  biennial  collection.  It  is 
the  having  to  tide  over  two  years  with  one  such  collection  that  makes  the  great 
difficulty  for  the  committee.  In  the  meantime  I  can  but  earnestly  plead  with  the 
friends  of  the  Church  and  the  friends  of  the  Highlands  to  be  mindful  of  ns,  and  to 
send  us  such  donations  as,  in  addition  to  what  is  provided  by  the  Church,  may  enable 
us  to  conduct  our  operations  with  a  measure  of  comfort  and  freedom.  This  is  the 
more  necessary  because  of  the  demands  made  on  the  committee  for  supply.  Never 
since  the  committee  has  existed  have  these  been  so  numerous  as  now.  All  our 
probationers  are  employed,  and  their  number  is  as  large  as  at  any  time,  and  we  have 
utilised  the  services  of  all  oar  more  advanced  Gaelic-speaking  students;  and  yet 
there  are  places  of  importance  which  we  have  it  not  in  our  power  to  supply.  The 
number  employed  is,  however,  beyond  what  is  usual,  and  lays  the  finances  of  the 
committee  under  a  heavier  burden.  We  have  provision  to  make  yet  for  the  fishing 
stations,  where  so  many  Highland  fishermen  congregate  during  the  months  of  July 
and  August,  and  have  the  prospect  of  considerable  difficulty  in  finding  the  necessary 
supplies.  I  do  earnestly  tmst  that  .we  may  not  have  the  additional  difficulty  of  a 
shortcoming  in  our  funds.  One  new  station  has  been  opened  during  the  year  in 
connection  with  the  Presbytery  of  Moll,  at  Aeharacle,  in  Ardnamorchan.  This 
formed  originally  a  portion  of  the  extensive  charge  of  Strontian,  and  promises  to 
be  one  of  the  most  interesting  and  suoeessful  of  our  new  stations.  There  is  as  yet 
no  place  of  worship,  the  people  meeting  either  in  the  open  air  or  in  any  house  Uiat 
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cin  be  goi  for  the  pnrpoBe.  An  attempt  is  now  being  made  to  obtain  a  church,  and 
it  la  hoped  that  the  people,  who  are  popr,  may  receive  aid  from  Chriatian  friends  in 
eanying  oat  the  object*  Thie  la  one  of  thoie  localities  where  an  endowment  is 
maeh  to  be  deaired.  It  will  be  eeen  from  the  report  that  the  nomber  of  vacant 
ehazgea  now  throughoat  the  Highlands  is  eighteen.  These  include  such  important 
chazgea  aa  Campbeltown  Gaelic  congregation,  Nairn,  Grantown,  the  East  Church  of 
Inverness,  and  several  others.  It  Ib  much  to  be  desired  that  these  charges  should 
be  speedily  supplied  with  eameat  and  able  ministers.  Long  vacancies  and  unsatis- 
factory settlements  are  both  to  be  deprecated  in  such  charges  as  these.  The  number 
of  atationa  is  thirty-nine.  It  is  true  that  from  time  to  time  some  of  these  charges 
are  admitted  to  the  platform  of  the  equal  dividend,  and  that  consequently  the  funds 
of  the  Committee  are  to  a  considerable  extent  relieved.  But  new  stations  are 
erected  in  large  and  nnmanageable  districts,  and  thus  the  list  of  stations  is  as  large 
aa  ever  it  has  been.  With  reference  to  the  supply  of  students,  I  have  already  taken 
the  liberty  of  addressing  the  Assembly,  and  I  just  fltke  this  opportunity  of  merely 
saying  again  that  I  look  on  this  matter  as  one  of  growing  importance.  I  felt  thankful 
a  abort  time  ago  in  seeing  that  a  lady  in  this  city  had  been  mindful  of  us  in  her 
will,  and  had  left  a  considerable  sum  of  money  to  be  employed  in  the  encouraging 
of  atodents  for  the  Free  Church  ministry  in  the  Highlands.  I  have  the  impression 
very  strongly  that  a  scheme  might  be  devised  which  would  render  such  a  fund  of 
immense  benefit  in  providing  for  our  entire  Gaelic-speaking  ministry,  and  I  cherish 
the  hope  that  this  Assembly  will  not  be  allowed  to  pass  without  appointing  a 
committee  for  dealing  with  this  Important  subject.  If  J>t»  Bainy  could  afford  the 
time  necessary  for  such  a  duty,  no  one  could,  I  am  sore,  more  satisfactorily  or 
efficiently  fill  the  office  of  convener  of  such  a  committee.  The  fund  I  refer  to  has,  I 
understand,  been  left  at  the  disposal  of  the  Senatus  of  the  Edinburgh  College. 
While  I  say  this  I  cannot  forget  the  admirable  service  done  in  this  field  by  the 
Ladies*  School  Associations  for  the  Highlands.  They  have  at  this  moment  seventy 
students  in  their  employment  Nor  can  I  forget  the  excellent  scheme  of  Mr 
M'Phail,  of  Pilrig,  for  providing  a  thoroughly  good  secondary  education  for  able  and 
promiaing  young  men  selected  from  our  Highland  schools.  Several  of  these  young 
men  have  highly  distinguished  themselves.  Some  of  them  purpose  studying  for  the 
miniatry,  and  have  already  given  evidence  of  talent  and  scholarship  in  their  classes 
at  College.  But  we  need  more  students  than  we  have,  and  must  make  an  effort  to 
obtain  them.  I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  report  that  our  endowment  scheme  continues 
to  prosper.  Since  laat  year  two  additional  charges  have  been  partially  endowed  with 
the  sum  of  £1000  each.  One  of  these  ia  the  Island  of  Tyree,  where  hitherto  we  have 
had  no  minister,  and  where  our  adherence  was  small.  Within  the  last  year  and  a  half, 
however,  there  has  been  a  remarkable  religious  awakening  in  the  island,  which  was  fol- 
lowed by  a  large  and  rapid  inerease  of  the  Free  Church  congregation.  There  are 
now  about  sixty  eommnnicanta  connected  with  this  charge,  and  active  steps  are 
taking  for  the  erection  of  a  auitable  place  of  worship.  It  will  be  remembered  that 
the  sanetioniDg  of  ih.t  charge  was  remitted  by  the  last  General  Assembly  to  the 
Commisaion,  and  the  granting  of  the  sanction  made  contingent  on  an  endowment 
being  seeur^.  The  committee  were  able  to  appropriate  the  sum  fixed  upon,  and 
the  Commission  in  November  granted  the  sanction.  The  other  charge  is  that  of 
Ardoro  in  the  Presbytery  of  Mull.  This  is  a  remarkably  interesting,  though  a  poor 
congregation,  and  has  prospered  in  the  hands  of  the  minister  recently  settled  there. 
The  eommittee  have  all  along  sought  to  have  an  endowment  attached  to  this  charge, 
and  friends  very  kindly  made  contributions  for  this  object,  altogether  amounting  to 
about  £700.  They  have  now  been  able  to  bring  up  the  sum  to  the  usual  amount  of 
£1000.  There  are  other  charges  which  the  committee  earnestly  desire  to  see 
endowed,  and  in  which  they  hope  to  succeed  before  much  time  has  passed.  Before 
passing  ^om  this  subject,  I  am  wishful  to  call  the  attention  to  the  fact  that  this 
ia  the  scheme  of  this  committee  for  aiding  the  weak  charges,  and  they  would  depre- 
cate being  required  to  aid  the  stipends  of  settled  ministers  out  of  their  ordinary 
revenue.  This  ia  making  a  doable  drain  upon  their  resources,  and  they  would 
eameetly  ask  the  Assembly  to  make  no  arrangement  implying  in  the  case  of  sanc- 
tion the  annual  payment  of  a  sum  to  the  minister,  at  least  without  consulting  the 
committee.    Tbe  &ct  ia,  their  fonds  will  not  admit  of  it.    The  eommittee  cannot 
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bat  express  their  gratification  with  the  scheme  proposed  hj  Mr  Mackinnon  of 
Balinakill  and  his  friends  for  paying  off  the  debts  on  Highland  charehes.  It  is  not 
the  first  OTidence  the  Chnrch  has  received  of  Mr.  Mackinnon's  liberal  and  large- 
hearted  sympathy  with  our  Highland  ministry;  for  daring  a  coarse  of  years  be 
and  a  few  friends  of  kindred  spirit  haye  raised  the  stipends  of  onr  chnrch  extension 
ministers  thronghont  the  Highlands  to  the  sums  of  £120  and  £150  respectirely, 
according  as  recipients  were  single  or  married  men.  The  present  offer  has  be^ 
to  doable  the  sam  which  the  Church  may  raise  by  means  of  a  collection,  whaterer 
that  may  be.  I  am  thankful  to  say  that  the  Church  has  responded  nobly  to  the 
appeal  made  to  her  on  behalf  of  her  poorer  congregations  in  the  Highlands,  and 
that  one  of  our  largest  collections  has  been  received.  I  am  thankful  for  this, 
because,  first  of  all,  it  will  enable  ns  to  do  a  substantially  good  work ;  then  it  will 
encourage  such  liberal  friends  as  hare  made  this  offer,  by  showing  them  how 
heartily  the  Church  appreciates  their  welL-deserred  liberality ;  and,  lastly,  becaose 
it  will  serve  to  show  our  frieiills  and  fellow-worshippers  throughout  the  Highlands 
how  kindly  the  whole  Church  feels  towards  them,  and  how  willing  she  is  to  do  them 
a  real  service.  The  sum  retnrned  to  the  Board  as  being  the  amount  of  debt  existing 
on  Highland  charges,  previous  to  the  1st  January  1876,  is  aboot  £11,000,  but  it  is 
thought  thaty  including  what  some  congregations  may  be  able  to  do  themselves,  a 
som  of  about  £8000  may  enable  ns  to  see  all  that  debt  wiped  off,  and  we  are  now 
within  sight  of  that  sum,  for  which  we  have  much  reason  to  cherish  gratitude  to  Uie 
Giver  of  all  good.  The  report  made  reference  to  the  occurrence  of  religious 
awakenings  in  some  parts  of  the  Highlands  during  the  past  year.  In  the  island  of 
Tyree  the  movement  has  been  deep  and  extensive,  and  there  is  reason  to  believe 
that  many  precious  souls  have  been  won  to  Christ  The  movement  has  not  been 
confined  to  the  Free  Church,  but  has  inelnded  other  bodies  as  well ;  bnt  the  Free 
Church  has  taken  her  full  share  of  the  work,  and  has  had  her  fall  share  of  the 
blessing.  Subsequent  to  the  g^eat  movement  in  Tyree,  a  similar  movement  com- 
menced in  the  Ross  of  MulL  Ministers  of  several  denominations  took  a  share  in 
the  work,  and  large  and  numerous  meetings  for  prayer  and  preaching  the  Word  were 
held.  It  was  a  time  full  of  interest.  The  committee  did  all  they  could  with  their 
limited  resources  to  help  the  Bev.  Mr.  M'Yean,  our  excellent  minister  in  that 
quarter,  who,  in  his  weak  state  of  health,  was  well-nigh  overcome  by  the  work. 
They  kept  Mr.  Campbell,  a  most  efficient  probationer,  labouring  for  months  among 
the  people,  and  his  labourl  were  attended  with  remarkable  ^access.  It  is  thought 
that  hundreds  in  this  locality  have  been  awakened  to  concern  abont  their  souls. 
The  movement  has  since  extended  to  the  island  of  Lismore,  and  is,  so  far  as  the 
Free  Church  is  concerned,  nnder  the  superintendence  of  the  Bev.  Mr.  Roes  of  Appen, 
who  had  acquired  much  experience  in  similar  work  by  the  active  part  he  had  l^en 
in  the  revival  in  Mull.  To  him  and  to  Mr.  Fraser,  of  Coll;  Mr.  Boss,  Tobermory; 
Mr.  Lee,  of  Lybster;  and  Mr.  Campbell  of  Ardnamnrchan,  the  Church  is  much 
indebted  for  the  large  amount  of  time  and  toil  they  have  devoted  to  revival  work  in 
these  deeply  interesting  localities.  Mr.  Stewart,  who  has  acted  for  some  years  as 
missionary  in  Tyree,  a  gentleman  of  high  Christian  character,  is  entitled  to  the 
warm  sympathy  of  this  Church,  and  her  earnest  prayers  on  his  behalf.  Having  thus 
referred  to  all  the  more  important  features  of  the  report,  he  closed  by  asking  the 
prayers  of  the  Chnrch  for  them,  that  the  Lord  would  establish  the  work  of  their 
hands.  The  Highlands  still  looked  to  their  Church  for  the  means  and  ordinances 
of  grace.  Might  the  Lord  enable  her  long  to  furnish  them  as  heretofore  with  the 
gospel  "pure  and  undefiled."  He  added  that  he  had  long  desired  to  resign  the 
convenership  of  the  committee.  He  had  yielded  to  representations  to  continue  in 
office,  but  he  desired  the  aid  of  a  vice-convener  or  some  other  assistant,  and  he 
asked  that  the  Commission  should  be  empowered  to  consider  any  proposal  he 
would  make  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  FERQUSON  of  Kinmnndy  moved  the  following  deliveraneo— "  The  Assembly 
approve  of  the  report,  and  record  their  thanks  to  the  committee,  and  especially  to 
the  convener.  The  Assembly  rejoice  to  hear  of  the  tokens  of  the  Divine  blessing 
that  have  been  experienced  in  several  localities,  and  especially  in  the  island  of 
Tyree,  and  approve  of  the  allocation  of  £1000  to  the  Endowment  Fund  of  that  im> 
portant  charge,  and  remit  t9  the  committee  to  arrange,  in  eoi\{unetion  witJi  the 
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Presbytery  of  Hall,  for  snoh  forther  work  by  means  of  depatations  ss  may  belp  that 
congregation  to  the  settlement  of  a  stated  pastor  over  them.  The  Assembly 
anew  commend  the  Endowment  Fand  to  the  warm  support  of  the  friends  of  the 
Church.  The  Assembly  record  their  cordial  satisfaction  that  the  Ladies'  AsBOcia- 
iions  of  Edinburgh  and  Glasgow  continue  to  render  yalaable  aid  to  the  mlsBion  work 
of  the  committee,  as  well  as  supplying  many  destitute  localities  with  the  means  of 
education.  The  Assembly  further  express  their  sympathy  to  the  committee  in  the 
acknowledged  scarcity  of  pastors  to  overtake  all  their  work,  and  they  remit  to  a  spe- 
cial committee  to  be  appointed  by  this  Aasembly  to  consider  the  whole  circum- 
stances of  the  case,  and  to  prepare  a  special  report  thereanent  to  next  General 
Assembly.  The  Assembly  further  authorise  the  committee  to  make  such  proyision 
for  assistance  to  the  eonrener  as  he  may  require  to  enable  him  to  carry  on  the  work 
with  comfort  and  efficiency.  The  Assembly  record  their  thanks  to  the  deputation 
who  Tisited  the  stations  and  schools  during  the  past  year,  and  they  earnestly  pray 
thAt  a  rich  blessing  may  descend  upon  the  labourexs  of  the  present  year,  while  t)iey 
continne  to  commend  the  work  of  the  committee  to  the  prayers  and  liberality  of 
tbe  Church." 

He  needed  not,  Mr.  FERGUSON  proceeded,  to  say  anything  regarding  the 
first  commendation  in  the  deliverance.  Of  course,  this  year.  Dr.  M'Lanchlan 
required  special  assistance,  because  of  the  honourable  position  he  now  held  as 
Moderator  of  this  Church.  Regarding  the  Endowment  Fund,  he  did  not  know  how 
long  it  had  been  going  on,  but  the  position  of  the  Fund  at  the  present  moment  was, 
thai  only  one  of  the  congregations  that  came  under  its  operation  had  obtained  an 
endowment  over  a  thousand  pounds.  One  congregation,  by  what  means  he  did  not 
know,  enjoyed  an  endowment  of  £2700.  The  aim  of  the  committee  had  been  to 
raise  the  general  Endowment  Fund  to  £1000  for  the  various  stations  which  required 
it  There  were  six  of  these  stations  which  had  already  attained  this  minimum  of 
£1 000.  That  was  an  endowment  of  about  £4  5  a-year.  That  was  no  great  help  in  places 
where  people  were  poor  and  scattered,  but  there  were  no  fewer  than  eleven  of  the 
stations  that  had  not  reached  £1000.  One  of  them,  Morven,  had  only  obtained 
£100  as  yet,  KUbery,  £140,  Shieldaig,  £150.  He  desired  to  commend  very  heartily 
and  specially  this  I^dowment  Fond  to  the  liberality  of  the  Church.  It  was  really 
most  Important  that  these  weak  congregations  should  be  supported  to  the  utmost 
by  the  liberality  of  the  wealthy  sections  of  the  Church.  He  had  made  a  proposal 
in  favour  of  Shieldaig  at  last  Assembly,  which  had  been  enthusisstically  and  warmly 
taken  up.  He  thought  last  year  that  a  sum  of  £2000  would  be  sufficient  for  a 
church  and  manse,  but  he  found  that  a  church  of  larger  dimensions  would  be  neces- 
sary. And  then  as  regarded  a  manse,  it  was  necessaiy  a  building  should  be  erected 
for  the  minister,  who,  at  Communion  seasons,  had  to  accommodate  several  of  his 
brethren,  and  he  might  say  that  the  various  sermons  delivered  by  them  were  listened 
to  with  the  utmost  attention  and  satisfaction  by  the  hearers.  He  had  made  himself 
responsible  for  £3000  for  the  building  of  a  church  and  manse  at  that  place,  and  now 
he  might  say  he  had  received  £2240 — ^so  that  he  thought  he  was  in  sight  of  the 
£3000.  As  to  the  scarcity  of  preachen  to  overtake  the  work,  he  could  say  this  was 
an  important  matter.  Within  the  last  few  months  the  Highland  Committee 
had  been  deprived  of  more  than  one  of  its  Gaelic-speaking  men,  who  had  gone,  and 
he  did  not  blame  them,  to  larger  fields  of  usefulness  in  the  Lowlands.  He  regretted 
TCiy  much  that  men  who  had  the  gift  of  addressing  their  own  countrymen  in  their 
own  tongue  should  have  seen  it  their  duty  to  transfer  their  services  to  places  where 
CJaelie  was  not  required.  They  were  much  indebted  to  the  Ladles'  Association,  for, 
in  many  cases,  their  schools  were  the  only  place  where  children  could  receive 
inatmction  in  their  native  tongue. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  WHITE  seconded  the  deliverance.  The  Home  Mission  funds, 
he  said,  were  not  applicable  to  the  Highlands  as  they  were  to  the  Lowlands,  and 
accordingly  he  thought  those  who  were  not  aware  of  this  distinction  might  give  more 
hugely  to  the  Highlands  than  they  did. 

Mr.  LEE,  Lybster,  addressed  the  House  on  three  points— our  future  ministry  in 
the  Highlands ;  the  relation -of  our  people  to  sealing  ordinances;  and  the  Highlands 
as  a  field  for  evangelistic  effort.  Referring  to  what  Mr.  Ferguson  stated  about  long 
■ennons,  he  said  he  utterly  dissented  from  the  opinion  expressed.     It  would  be 
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better  for  tlie  Highlands  and  the  ypath  of  the  Highlands  if  theae  long  aermoni  were 
aboliahed.  Every  thought  that  waa  in  them  vaa  smothered  up  and  choked  by 
these  long  sermons.  He  belloTed  that  if,  instead  of  these  long  sermons,  there  were 
two  or  three  pointed  addresses  delivered,  dealing  with  the  heart  and  the  conscience, 
some  good  would  be  accomplished.  He  could  recall  those  long  Gaelic  serrioes  of 
his  boyhood  in  the  Highlands  in  connection  with  their  Communion  serrices,  and  he 
always  thought  that  the  ministers  told  more  lies  that  day  than  he  himself  did  in  all 
his  life.  The  minister  was  in  the  habit  of  always  saying,  "  In  the  last  place,"  and 
in  his  next  word  he  came  again  to  the  first  place.  Speakjng  on  his  second  head,  he 
pleaded  for  more  men  for  the  Highlands,  and  for  greater  anpport  to  their  catechisto, 
and  cTangelists,  and  schools,  saying  that»  although  in  the  Highlands  they  some- 
times had  grave  doubts  abont  the  theology  of  the  south,  and  the  wisdom  of  their 
policy,  yet  there  had  been  no  difference  of  opioion  as  to  the  soundness  of  their  coin. 
Lowland  gold  and  silver  had  a  bright  ring  about  it  He  would  not  say  how  the  pre- 
sent state  of  matters  in  the  Highlands  in  regard  to  **  sealing  ordinances  "  had  come 
abont ;  but  he  did  believe,  and  was  prepared  to  say  in  the  face  of  all  who  might 
contradict  him,  that  the  present  Established  Church  in  the  Highlands  was  the  one 
great  and  grand  hindrance  to  their  dealing  with  their  people  in  the  way  of  discipline 
in  connection  with  "  sealing  ordinances.'*  He  had  got  the  statisties  of  his  Presby- 
tery in  regard  to  this  matter,  and  he  conld  say  that  the  ministers  In  the  Highlands 
were  not  to  blame  for  the  state  of  things  which  existed.  He  had  a  congregation  of 
2000  souls,  and  he  had  a  membership  of  116 ;  but  all  of  his  congregation  received 
the  ordinance  of  baptism,  if  they  were  men  of  good  moral  character,  although  thqr 
had  no  thought  of  joining  the  communion  of  the  Church.  His  predecessor  was 
once  speakiDg  to  a  man  about  the  necessity  of  his  child  being  baptized,  and  he  said, 
"  Weel,  I  daursay  the  laddie  widna  be  nane  the  waur  o'  getting  his  name."  And  he 
himself  once  conversed  with  a  man  who  was  a  candidate  for  baptism,  who  believed 
that  Pontius  Pilate  was  a  disciple  of  Jesus  Christ  He  spoke  for  his  younger 
brethren  in  the  Highlands  when  he  said  that  they  must  speak  out  and  get  the  mind 
of  the  Church  as  to  whether  people  in  the  HighUmds,  who  made  no  public  profession 
of  faith  in  Christ,  were  to  receive  sealing  ordinances.  Of  course,  if  they  did  not  do 
it,  the  people  just  said,  **  Oh,  it  don't  matter ;  the  Established  Church  will  have 
them.*'  They  had  got  doctrinal  teaching  in  their  heads,  and  they  had  been  tiained 
in  the  Shorter  Catechism  and  the  truths  of  the  gospel ;  but  the  heart  remained 
untouched.  There  was  a  real  danger  in  the  Highlands  at  present — ^not  that  they 
were  going  over  to  the  Establishment — there  was  no  fear  of  that.  But  they  were 
in  danger  of  loosing  for  vsrions  reasons  their  hold  of  the  rising  generation.  An  old 
and  venerated  father  said  to  him  recently,  "  I  tell  yon  what  it  is,  we  are  living  in 
the  Highlands  in  the  past  traditions  of  the  fathers."  On  behalf  of  the  rising  gene- 
ration throughout  the  Highlands,  he  thought  they  should  call  a  halt,  and  consider 
well  their  present  position  in  the  North,  and  give  a  little  more  countenance  to  evan- 
gelistic effort  in  the  future. 

Mr.  FBASEB,  Rosskeen,  regretted  that  so  much  irrevalent  matter  had  been 
introduced  by  Mr.  Lee.  He  noticed  the  scarcity  of  Oaelic-speaking  ministen  to 
meet  the  demand  in  the  Highlands,  and  defended  the  long  sermons,  stating  thst 
impressions  had  been  made  by  these  long  sennons  whidi  had  brought  forth  good 
fruit  He  regretted  that  so  much  allusion  had  been  made  to  the  state  of  the 
Highlands  as  regarded  sealing  ordinances,  maintaining  that  the  present  ministry 
were  not  responsible  for  the  existing  state  of  things  in  that  respect,  and  that  thqy 
were  doing  their  best  to  get  their  congregations  to  join  the  membership  of  the 
Church.  He  denied  that  they  were  losing  their  hold  on  the  youth  of  the  Highlands — 
at  least  they  were  not  in  his  part  of  the  countiy,  whatever  the  state  of  matters 
might  be  in  Mr.  Lee's.  He  remarked  that  the  Church  must  at  once  iaee  the 
question  of  the  inadequacy  of  the  supply  of  Gaelic-speaking  ministers.  The  future 
history  of  the  Free  Church  in  the  Highlands  would  be  most  materially  influenced 
by  the  rising  ministiy.  He  hoped  that  that  part  of  the  Assembly's  deliverance 
which  remitted  to  a  special  committee  to  consider  the  whole  dreumstanees  of  the 
esse,  would  bring  the  matter  more  prominently  before  the  Church,  and  moot  the 

e. 

Mr.  BOSS,  of  Bothesay,  contended  that  those  who  oensured  the  long  aannoiis 
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ia  Um  HigUandt,  did  not  take  into  aeeoiint  the  exceptional  circnmataneeB  in  which 
these  were  delivered.  Thej  must  recollect  that  the  people  were  yery  mnch 
Mattered ;  that  a  jerf  large  proportion  of  them  were  nnable  to  read  the  Bible  at 
home ;  and  that  these  dreamstances  did  not  only  famish  an  apology  for  the  long 
sermons,  but  showed  their  necessity.  He  pointed  also  to  the  fact  that  they  found 
the  people  ready  to  sit  for  any  length  of  time  to  reTive  their  souls  with  the  truths 
of  Qod  s  Word. 

Mr.  HACDOKALD,  Aberdeen,  suggested  that  the  ministers  in  the  Highlands 
should  give  those  of  their  people  who  left  for  cities,  letters  of  introdoction  to  city 
miniaters,  so  as  to  preserve  them  to  the  Christian  Church. 

Mr*  CAMEROK,  Brodick,  said  tliat  the  Moderator  would  remember  that,  at  a 
meeting  of  ministers  connected  with  the  Highlands,  held  soon  after  the  passing  of 
the  Education  Act,  he  (Mr.  Cameron)  had  suggested  the  propriety  of  devising  a 
scheme  of  bursaries  to  assist  Gaelic-speaking  students  in  carrying  on  their  studies, 
and  to  meet  the  new  state  of  things  which,  so  far  as  the  education  of  their  students 
was  concerned,  that  Act  had  created.  He  referred  to  a  successful  effort  made 
last  winter  in  Glasgow  to  provide  bursaries  for  the  Gaelic  students  attending  the 
University  and  the  Free  Church  Divinity  Hall.  They  had  got  three  bursaries  of 
£20  each,  nine  of  £10  each,  and  seven  of  £4  each.  These  bursaries  were  awarded 
at  the  close  of  last  session  for  proficiency  in  the  study  of  Gaelic,  and  they  had 
every  prospect  that,  at  leasts  as  many  would  be  given  next  winter. 

DISBWABT.THBIBNT. 

Sir  HENBY  MOKOBEIFF  gave  notice  that,  when  the  subject  of  disestablish- 
meni  oame  np,  he  would  move  "  that  the  General  Assembly  having  considered  the 
nature  of  these  overtures,  and  desiring  to  treat  them  with  due  respect,  resolve 
nevertheless  to  dismiss  them." 

Mr.  SHAW,  Laggan,  gave  notice  that  on  the  same  occasion  he  wonld  move  a 
reaolotion  to  the  effect,  ^at  they  should  on  no  accoant  approve  of  any  overture  on 
disestablishment,  as  sach  an  agitation  was  utterly  uncalled  for,  ought  at  any  rate 
not  to  be  taken  part  In  by  ministers,  and  because  its  discussion  ereated  dispeace 
among  the  brethren. 

0HX7B0H  BATES. 

• 

Mr.  COWAN,  Troon,  sabmitted  the  report  of  the  oommlttee  on  this  sabject^ 
This  Church  has  already  petitioned  the  House  of  Commons,  in  its  present  session, 
in  £aTonr  of  Mr.  M'Laren's-bill;  and  in  regard  to  that  introduced  by  the  Lord 
Advocate  the  committee  does  not  recommend  that  any  Parliamentary  action  be 
taken.  But  to  guard  the  position  of  the  Charch,  the  committee  find  it  neccessaiy 
to  pot  upon  record — first,  that  ids  bill  hss  not  been  intredneed  at  the  solicitation 
of  the  Free  Chnreh;  second,  that  the  proposed  rearrangement  of  the  burden  of 
Church  rates  is  not  what  is  asked  for  by  them ;  third,  that  the  exemption  of 
ministers  from  the  incidence  of  this  tax  is  entirely  disapproved  of  by  them ;  and 
further,  that  the  passing  of  this  bill  will  not  settie  the  question. 

Mr.  BUBNS,  JEUlmahew,  moved  the  adoption  of  the  report  and  the  oontinoanoa 
of  the  committee. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  Assembly  adjourned  at  11.80  till  ten  o'clock  next  day. 


SATUBDAY,  MAY  27. 

The  Assembly  met  this  morning  at  ten  o  clock — Dr.  Thomas  M'LaucMan, 
Moderator. 

NOTIOB  07  HOnON. 

Mr.  WOOD,  elder,  Aberdeen,  gave  notice  of  motion  to  the  following  effect :— 
"That  the  SUnding  Order  No.  ^  under  the  head  of  committees,  be  altered,  so 
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that  ono-fonrlh  of  ibe  Standing  Commitiees  shalL  retire  annoally  by  rotation, 
one-balf  of  whom  only  aball  be  eligible  for  re-election.  That  no  motion  for  the 
«lection  of  a  Principal  or  ProfeBsor  in  any  of  the  colleges  shonld  be  taken  np 
until  after  the  first  Taesday  of  the  meeting  of  the  AjBembly." 

A€On)KKT  TO  BEV.  DB,  DUFF. 

The  MODERATOR  intimated  at  an  early  stage  of  the  proeeedlnga  that^  in  order 
to  relieve  the  anxiety  which  many  felt  in  regard  to  Dr.  Duff,  who  was  sidd  to  liave 
had  a  Berere  accident.  Dr.  Smith  woald  make  a  statement  on  the  subject,  and  it 
would  relleTO  the  minds  of  all  present  to  know  that  he  had  himself  received  a  note 
from  Dr.  Duff  that  morning,  so  that  the  accident  had  not  been  so  serious  as  was 
feared. 

Dr.  THOMAS  SMITH  said— I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  reiieye  the  anxiety  npon 
this  subject  Dr.  Doff  did  meet  with  a  yeiy  alarming  accident  last  night.  He  was 
taking  down  a  book  from  a  very  high  bookcase ;  standing  on  the  sill  of  the  book- 
case, and  in  stepping  down,  supposing  he  was  putting  his  foot  on  a  chair,  he  fell 
and  smashed  in  the  panel  of  an  oak  desk,  and  cut  his  head  pretty  seyerely,  besides 
receiying  a  hurt  on  the  small  of  his  back.  Dr.  Watson  saw  him  this  morning, 
and  I  am  glad  to  say  that  he  entertains  no  apprehension  of  anything  serious,  though 
Dr.  Duff  will  require  to  be  confined  to  his  room  for  a  few  days. 

ANVAU  OF  TUB  DI8BDFTI0ir. 

It  was  intimated  that  the  following  yolumes,  namely,  the  first  part  of  the 
''Annals  of  the  Disruption,"  and  "A  History  of  St  George's  Free  Church,  Edin- 
burgh," by  Mr  Dayid  Maclagan,  had  been  laid  on  the  table. 

BIPOBT  OF  OOXMITnUI  ON  BABBATH  0B8BBVAB0B. 

Mr.  ALEXANDER  MACKENZIE  presented  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on 
Sabbath  Obseryance  (Appendix  No.  XXL),  and  in  doing  so  said,  he  would  like  to 
see  somewhat  of  the  warmth  and  zeal  manifested  on  this  question  which  had  been 
manifested  in  the  discussion  of  the  temperance  question  on  the  preyious  day.  He 
proceeded  to  giye  an  outline  of  the  topics  no'ticed  in  the  report,  and  supplemented 
it  by  saying  that  one  difficulty  in  dealing  with  this  subject  lay  in  the  lukewarm- 
ness  of  those  in  authority  to  put  into  execution  the  laws  on  the  statute-book  in 
regard  to  the  obseryance  of  the  LordVday.  He  knew  that  they  could  not  by  any 
legal  machlneiy  make  people  Sabbath  obseirers ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  they  could 
prevent  open  breaches  of  the  Sabbath,  which  were  also  in  clear  yiolation  of  the  law 
of  the  land.  Another  difficulty  with  which  they  had  to  contend  on  this  subject 
arose  from  the  erroneous  yiews  which  were  so  common  with  regard  to  the  nature, 
origin,  and  perpetuity  of  the  Sabbath.  Their  yery  atmosphere  was  saturated  with 
error  on  that  subject.  It  was  a  yery  common  thing  to  hear  parties  attempt  to  get 
rid  of  obligation  upon  this  question  by  saying  that  this  was  a  mere  Judaical  obser- 
yance.  Those  who  took  that  ylew  had  much  need  more  carefully  to  read  their 
Bibles,  where  they  would  find  that  the  Sabbath  was  as  old  as  man.  There  was 
much  error  in  regard  to  the  nature  of  the  Sabbath.  Persons  sometimes  asked 
whether  it  was  right  to  do  certain  things  on  the  Sabbath.  The  way  he  would 
answer  all  such  questions  was  to  direct  attention  to  the  real  nature  of  Uie  Sabbath 
itself,  and  show  that  true  Sabbath-keeping  was  just  entering  into  the  rest  of  Qod. 
He  thought  they  had  yery  much  need  to  get  up  in  some  form  a  right  and  cheap 
Sabbath  literature.  They  were  allowing  the  enemies  of  the  Sabbath  to  send  in  tons 
oyer  the  country  a  literature  that  was  destructiye  of  the  Sabbath,  while  they  were 
doing  yery  little  to  counteract  that  eyil.  He  thought  also  that  it  was  of  the 
utmost  importance  that  attention  should  be  directed  to  the  way  in  which  the 
Sabbath  was  obseryed  in  the  home,  because  that  lay  at  the  root  of  much  of  the  eyil 
that  preyailed.  A  home  without  a  Sabbath  was  unworthy  of  the  name.  The 
streets  of  their  large  towns  and  their  suburbs  were  so  thronged  on  the  Lord*s-day  as 
to  present  an  alarming  state  of  affairs  in  the  community  ;  and  therefore  it  was  of 
the  utmost  importance  that  parents  shonld  Bee  that  their  children  and  domeaUcs 
were  properly  trained  in  their  homes  on  the  Lord's-day.    Mistresses  had  much  to 
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do  with  thii.  In  making  engagementa  witii  domeBtio  flerrants  there  wafl  too  great 
a  readinesB  xnanifeBted  to  grant  to  domeatic  seryantB  the  Sabbath-day,  to  make 
what  tiae  of  it  they  pleased.  He  believed  that  there  was  not  a  class  in  the  Free 
Chnreh  more  loyal  to  its  principles  and  to  the  caoae  of  Christ  than  domestic  ser- 
▼antfl ;  but  he  knew  that  the  permission  given  to  domestic  servants  to  nse  the 
Lord*B-day  as  they  pleased  was  a  very  great  snare.  He  thought  that  there  was  a 
lond  call  on  ministers  to  direct  the  attention  of  their  congregations  to  this  subject, 
becaase  the  old  practice  was  becoming  very  much  antiquated  of  spendlDg  the  even- 
ing of  the  Lord's-day  in  family  Bible  reading  and  family  catechising.  If  a  blessing 
eam«  on  the  Chnreh  and  the  land,  it  mast  come  in  their  families ;  and  as  a  Charch 
and  a  eonntry  they  should  take  warning  from  other  Churches  and  other  countries^ 
and  especially  take  warning  from  the  state  of  things  now  existing  in  Protestant 
Oemany. 

Dr.  BBQQ  Bald  he  complied  with  great  pleasure  and  satisfaction  with  the  request 
made  to  him  by  the  excellent  convener  of  the  committee  that  he  should  move  the 
adoption  of  the  report.  They  were  indebted  to  him  for  the  paina  he  had  bestowed 
in  connection  with  this  important  subject,  and  for  the  address  which  he  had  just 
given.  The  Sabbath  was  one  of  those  qu^tions  in  connection  with  which  all  true 
Cfariatians  ought  to  be  at  one ;  and  yet  it  was  certain  that  with  some  there  were 
diiBenlties  even  in  regard  to  the  very  theory  of  the  Sabbath  day.  Their  theory — 
and  that  which  alone  could  be  maintained,  in  his  opinion,  was  that  the  Sabbath  daj 
was  not  only  prior  to  the  Christian  dispensation,  but  prior  to  the  Jewish  dispensa* 
tion — that  it  was  one  of  the  two  institutions  of  Paradise,  namely,  the  family  and  the 
Sabbath,  and  that^  in  connection  with  the  maintenance  of  both  these  institutions,  the 
morality  of  a  country  might  be  gauged.  It  seemed  to  him  that  their  blessed  Lord, 
in  saying  that  the  Sabbath  was  made  for  man — ^not  for  Jews,  but  for  man  as  sucii 
— had  intended  to  proclaim  the  perpetuity  of  the  ordinance;  and  that,  when  He 
■aid,  '*  Pray  that  your  flight  be  not  on  the  Sabbath-day,"  referring  to  an  event 
which  was  to  occur  after  the  Jewish  dispensation  was  terminated.  He  intended  to 
proelaim  that  though  the  Jewish  dispensation  waa  terminated  the  Sabbath  was  to 
continue.  It  seemed  to  him,  moreover,  that  the  change  from  the  seventh-day  Sab- 
bath to  the  first-day  Sabbath  was  clearly  indicated  under  the  Old  Testament  dis- 
pensation. "  The  atone  whioh  the  builders  rejected,  behold  it  hath  been  made  the 
head  of  the  comer.  This  Is  the  Lord's  doing,  and  it  is  marvellous  in  our  eyes." 
They  all  admitted  that  this  had  reference  to  the  resurrection  of  Christ.  The  verse 
which  immediately  succeeded,  he  thought,  had  reference  to  the  perpetuity  of  the 
Sabbath  and  to  ita  change  to  the  first  day  of  the  week — "  This  is  the  day  which  the 
Lord  hath  made— we  will  rejoice  and  be  glad  in  it."  They  must  lay  their  defence 
of  the  obligation  and  perpetuity  of  the  Sabbath  deeper  than  anything  that  had  to  do 
merely  wiUi  the  Christian  dispensation,  although  the  Christian  dispensation  gave 
additional  grounds  for  the  maintenance  and  due  observance  of  that  day  of  rest. 
The  Sabbath  besides,  he  thought^  ought  always  to  be  set  forth  as  a  most  benevolent 
arrangement  of  Qod,  and  as  one  of  the  indications  of  the  inspiration  of  the  Divine 
Word.  Man  waa  continually  trenching  upon  that  Divine  ordinance  which  Ood  had 
provided,  that  every  seventh  day  should  be  to  all  men  a  day  of  rest,  so  that  if  a  man 
lived  aeventy  years,  the  allotted  period  of  human  life,  he  should  have  ten  years  of 
entire  leat  by  Divine  commandment  Man  never  imagined  or  made  such  a  benevo- 
lent  arrangement,  and  the  constant  efforts  of  men  to  rob  each  other  of  that  blessed 
rest  was  just  one  of  the  most  striking  indications  of  "man's  inhumanity  to  man." 
He  rejoiced  very  much  in  the  references  that  had  been  made  in  the  report  to  the 
recent  triumphs  in  connection  with  the  Sabbath.  The  resolution  to  shut  the 
exhibition  in  Philadelphia  on  the  Lord's-day  had  been  adopted  in  connection  with 
a  very  great  struggle  on  the  part  of  Christians  in  the  United  States.  There  were 
not  a  few  men  in  the  United  Statea  who  were  anxious  to  break  down  all  religious 
observances,  and  even  all  morality  as  founded  on  religion ;  and  one  thing  which 
tended  to  bring  the  struggle  as  to  the  closing  of  the  Philadelphia  Exhibition  on  the 
Sabbath  to  a  satisfactory  issue  was  the  threat,  that  if  the  exhibition  should  be  opened 
on  the  Lord'frday  the  proprietors  of  other  exhibitions,  such  as  theatres  and  the  like, 
would  also  open  their  houses  on  the  Lord'S'day.  This  brought  vividly  to  the  minds 
of  the  ChriaUanB  in  America  a  conviction  of  what  an  immense  issue  was  at  stake, 
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and  BO  that  infltiiution  was  to  be  shut ;  and  thus  men  eomiog  to  it  from  some  parts 
of  Europe,  where  the  Sabbath  was  scarcelj  observed,  instead  of  having  their  eviL 
ideas  confirmed,  would  see,  in  conneetion  with  a  mighty  nation,  a  most  wonderfal 
testimony  to  the  perpetnity  of  the  Sabbath  rest.  HoreoTer,  he  thought  that  the 
resolation  of  the  House  of  Commons  recently  was  most  creditable  to  them  in  con- 
nection with  the  proposed  shutting  up  of  Irish  public-houses  on  the  Lord's-day.  It 
was  to  be  regretted  that  the  Goyemment  did  not  adopt  such  a  resolution ;  for  it  was 
a  thorough  mistake  to  allege  that  no  advantage  had  been  gained  in  Scotland  by  the 
Forbes  Mackenzie  Act  It  was  a  great  anomaly  before,  that  while  bakers'  shops 
were  closed  public-houses  were  open  In  Scotland  on  the  Sabbath ;  and  now  it  was  a 
great  anomaly  that  whilst  unanimous  Ireland — Bomanists,  Protestants,  and  all 
classes— had  asked  the  British  Parliament  to  shut  their  publio-honses  on  the  I/oid*8 
day,  they  should  haye  oyer  refused*  He  rejoiced  that  the  House  of  Commons 
adopted  the  resolution  they  did,  and  he  hoped  that  effect  would  be  glyen  to  it 
speedily  in  an  Act  of  Parliament.  He  regretted  that  in  our  colonies  a  different 
spirit  was  beginning  to  prevail,  and  that  there  was  a  tendency  to  neglect  the  dne 
observance  of  the  Lord's-day.  He  regretted  that  in  that  part  of  New  Zealand  which 
was  distinguished  as  a  Free  Church  colony,  although  the  reading*room  of  Dunedin 
was  entirely  closed  on  the  LordVday  when  he  was  there,  a  resolution  had  been 
adopted  since  in  favour  of  opening  it  on  that  day.  It  was  of  great  importance  that 
they  should  stand  firm  upon  this  suljeet,  and  he  would  like  to  see  a  pastoral  ad- 
dress issued  to  their  colonial  brethren  to  strengthen  their  hands  in  resisting  the 
tendencies  to  which  they  were  opposed.  If  they  lost  their  Sabbath  they  would 
practically  lose  their  Christianity.  If  the  great  wheels  of  industry  were  not  arrested 
on  that  day,  the  great  mass  of  working-men  could  not  attend  divine  ordinanoes  even 
if  they  wished  to  do  so.  It  was  a  bold  stroke  on  the  part  of  Satan  to  strike  against 
the  Sabbath,  because  in  doing  so  he  struck  against  that  which  alone  made  it  pos- 
sible for  men  to  attend  the  house  of  God.  There  wss  one  thing  that  was  very 
cheering  in  the  report^  and  tibat  wss  the.statement  that  Presbyteries  were  taking 
up  this  subject.  He  had  a  growing  impression  that  unless  the  ministen  and  courts 
of  Christ's  Church  set  themselves  to  protect  the  Lord's-day,  they  had  little  hope 
of  success ;  and  he  rejoiced  that  in  these  efforts  of  Presbyteries  all  clsnsss  of  men 
had  been  got  tp  combine.  He  was  delighted  that  in  Dundee  and  in  Greenoek  the 
brethren  of  different  denominations  were  combining  to  put  down  Sabbath  profana* 
tion.  If  their  72  Presbyteries  would  set  themselves  in  earnest  to  this  great  object, 
a  machinery  of  great  power  would  be  put  in  operation.  There  were  many  forms  of 
Sabbath  desecration  which  were  not  only  a  mighty  evil  in  themselves,  but  which 
led  to  other  ramifieaiaona  of  evlL  The  Post  Office  was  a  vast  machinery  in  whidi 
upwards  of  20,000  men  were  employed.  These  men  were  their  servsnts,  and  in  so 
hr  as  they  worked  unnecessarily  on  the  Lord's-day  we  were  guilty.  In  London 
the  Post  Office  was  entirely  closed  on  the  Sabbath,  and  the  magistrates  of  Bdlnbui^ 
had  petitioned  for  the  same  thing,  but  unfortunately  as  yet  in  vain.  Then,  in  con- 
nection with  the  railways,  what  a  number  of  men  were  employed.  Surely,  though 
they  could  not  get  union,  they  might  get  eo-operation  among  all  denominations 
in  the  endeavour  to  put  an  end  to  Sabbath  desecration  in  coDncotion  with  the 
railways.  To  speak  of  railway  accidents  was  in  many  eases  a  misnomer,  beeanm  if 
the  men  were  employed  on  the  Sabbath,  they  became  careless  and  reckless  of  their 
own  lives  and  those  of  others.  If  the  managers  of  their  great  railways  would,  where 
there  was  no  plea  of  necessity,  allow  their  men  to  rest  on  the  Sabbath,  not  only 
would  they  gain  themselves,  but  the  whole  community  would  gain ;  and  the  qniet 
of  the  great  highways  of  commerce  on  the  Sabbath  would  be  a  striking  testimony 
to  the  divine  authority  of  Him  who  says,  ''Bemember  the  Sabbath-day  to  keep  it 
holy."  So  in  regard  to  the  sailing  of  vessela.  He  wss  informed  that  some  vesaels 
were  arranged  to  sail  regularly  on  the  Saturday  evening.  Kow,  while  it  might  be 
necessary  to  sail  on  the  Sabbath  in  many  eases,  yet  to  make  a  systematic  anange- 
ment  to  sail  on  the  Saturday  evenings,  so  that  the  sailors  must  be  deprived  of  any 
opportunity  of  attending  public  worship,  was  surely  a  mighty  evil.  Then  the  opening 
of  shops  on  the  Sabbsth  wss  a  growing  evil ;  and,  in  a  word,  Sabbath  prohnation 
was  increasing  around  them.  It  was  a  delightful  thing  to  hear  of  the  growth  of 
vital  religion  in  the  land ;  but^  at  the  same  time,  they  must  never  imagine  that 
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moeb  effective  good  had  been  done  tiniil  men  were  broagfai  to  acknowledge  the 
aatbority  of  Gk>d,  the  sapremacj  of  Hia  law,  and  their  obligation  to  obey  that  law 
implieitly.  That  waa  the  beat  eyidence  of  a  true  reviral  of  religion  amongst  them. 
He  begged  to  more — "  That  the  General  Aaaembly  appioTO  of  the  report,  and  re- 
cord their  thanka  to  the  committee,  and  eapeeiaHy  to^the  convener..  The  Assemblj 
record  their  aatiafaetion  with  the  vigilance  and  activity  manifested  by  some  of  the 
Presbyteries  of  the  Church  in  dealing  with  certain  forms  of  Sabbath  profanation 
within  their  boonds,  and  with  the  hopefal  measnre  of  saccesa  which  lias  attended . 
those  efforta.  They  wonld  press  the  eonsideration  of  this  important  sabject  on  all 
the  Preabyteriea  of  the  Chaveh»,and  earnestly  urge  those  P)reebyteries  to  take  np  the 
question  of  Sabbath  observance  within  their  bounds  as  soon  as  possible  at  one  of 
their  ordinary  meetings,  or  at  a  special  meeting  to  be  held  for  the  purpose ;  and 
that  the  reault  of  such  efforts-  be  communicated  to  the  convener  of  the  Sabbath 
Obaervanoe  Committee,  with  the  view  of  having  them  embodied  in  the  next  report 
to  the  Qeneral  Assembly*.  The  Assembly  renew  the  injunction  of  last  year,  that  all 
the  miniaterB  of  the  Church  shall  direct  the  special  attention  of  their  congregations 
to  this  anbjiect  at  one  of  the  diets  of  publio  worship  on  the  second  Sabbath  of 
XMovember.** 

Dr.  WILSON,  in  secondlno;  the  motion,  said  that  in  Dundee  they  had  no  railway 
traffic  on  the  Sabbath.  The  Caledonian  trains  were  entirely  suspended.  There  was 
a  train  thfoogh  Fife  on  the  North  British  Railway  carrying  the  mails  in  the 
mominga  and  afternoons  of  the  Sabbath,  and  it  might  be  difficult  to  arrest  that ; 
but  he  knew  how  much  the  rest  of  the  Sabbath  waa  valued  by  the  servants  of  the 
Caledonian  Bail  way,  many  of  whoi»  were  memben  of  his  own  charch,  and  amongst 
the  moat  regular  attenders  there.  The  magiatrates  of  Dundee  had  succeeded  in 
putting  down  eertain^  scandalona  acenes*  which  had  been  witnessed  in  the  streets  on 
Sabbat  evenings  in  a  certain  locality ;  bat  the  crowds  had  now  removed  to  another 
locality,  and  he  was  afraid  the  offence  waa  becoming  as  great  as  ever.  He  was  at 
the  hMd  of  m  deputation  of  miniaters,  merchants,  and  others,  which  waited  on  the 
JCagiatsatoa  and  Town  Council  of  Dundee,  reqiiesUng  them  to  use  the  means  at  their 
dispoaal  to  dose  shopa  on  the  Lord's-day.  They  were  seoeived  in  the  most  kind 
manner  by  the  Magiatntes  and  Town  Connoil,  and  it  waa  to  their  credit  to  say  that 
he  believed  their  Mcigting  magiatrates  were  very  anxious  to- do  all  that  lay  in  their 
power  to  advance  the  intereata  of  morality  and  religion ;  and  he  had  little  doubt 
that  atepa  would  immediately  be  taken  with  a  view  to  prevent  shops  being  open  on 
the  Lord's  day.  The  most  offensive  form  of  Sabbath  desecration  existing  amongst 
them  was  the  saiHng  of  river  steamers,  which  were  just  so  many  floating  pnblic- 
honaea,  anpeiaeding  and  defeating  the  end  of  the  Forbes  Mackenne  Act.  The  evil 
had  become  ao  great  that  he  entertained  the  confident  expectation  that  something 
woold  be  done  to  pot  an  end  to  it  He  had  been  delighted  to  see  recently  that  the 
Hagiatratea  and  Town  Council  of  P(9rth  had  been  moving  in  that  direction,  and  had 
tried  to  hinder  river  ateamers  landing  on  the  Perth  qnay  on  the  Lord's-day.  They 
had  been  nnsnocesafitl  in  their  firat  attempt  in  the  Sheriff  Courts  the  Sheriff  having 
fonnd  that  they  had  no  power  to  proceed  in  the  aummary  way  they  had  proposed ; 
bot  they  were  still  moving  in  that  direction.  The  Lord  Pn>vost  of  Perth  was  a 
member  of  that  House,  and  he  (Dr.  Wilson)  thought  the  efforta  of  the  Perth 
anthorltiea  were  worthy  of  grateful  recognition  by  that  Assembly.  The  other  port 
which  waa  most  annoyed  by  tbeae  river  steamers  waa  Broughty  Ferry.  These 
ateamers  plied  almost  the  whole  of  the  Sabbaih-day  between  the  harbour  of  Dundee 
and  the  pier  of  Broughty  Feny,  and  as  they  were  just  floating  public* houses  the 
atreeto  of  Broughty  Ferry  were  thronged  with  multitodea  of  people  who  were  either 
atrongly  excited  or  altogether  overcome  with  strong  drink ;  and  movements  were 
being  made  with  a  view  to  putting  an  end  to  the  eviU 

Hr.  BALFOUB,  elder,  remembered  being  present  at  the  meeting  when  the 
proposal  waa  firat  made  to  open  the  Dundee  and  Arbroath  line  on  the  Sabbath.  He 
would  never  forget  the  prayer  with  which  Mr.  li'Cheyne  opened  that  meeting. 
The  fHenda  of  the  Sabbath  were  that  day  successful ;  and  ever  since  then,  the 
railway  had  been  eloaed  on  Sabbath,  thus  giving  great  encouragement  to  persevere 
in  that  work.  It  waa  also  very  encouraging  to  see  how  Parliament  carried  a  resolu- 
tion to  cloae  the  pnblie*hottses  of  Ireland  on  the  Sabbath  against  the  whole  power  of 
the  Ministry  of  the  country. 
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Mr.  FALCONER,  Ferry-Port-on-Craig,  referred  to  the  eyils  arising  from  .the 
'  hotels  in  his  district  giving  drink  to  persons  representing  themselres  to  be  batka 
fide  trayellers  who  had  come  from  Dundee.  His  session  had  agreed  to  hold  a 
conference  with  the  two  other  kirk  sessions  in  the  plaee  on  that  subject^  and  they  were 
willing  to  co-operate  in  a  movement  to  endeavour  to  get  an  end  pat  to  that  evil. 
If  the  elders  throughout  the  country  would  torn  their  attention  to  the  subject  much 
£^d  might  be  done. 

Mr.  BUSC  ABLET,  Lausanne,  expressed  It  as  his  belief,  founded  on  his  experience 
on  the  Continent,  that  the  non-observance  of  the  Lord's-day  was  one  of  the  great 
reasons  of  the  low  state  of  religion  on  the  Continent.  He  was  convinced  that  there 
ceuld  be  no  lasting  revival  of  religion  on  the  Continent  nntil  the  Lord's-day  waa 
differently  obsenred. 

Mr.  WOOD,  elder,  Aberdeen,  expressed  his  belief  that  an  effort  to  get  the  Post- 
Office  closed  on  Sabbath  would  now  be  more  soocessful,  because  the  number  of 
persons  who  sent  for  their  letters  on  Sabbath  was  much  diminished,  and  business 
men  were  not  now  so  mndi  dependent  on  their  letters  in  eonseqnenee  of  their  use  of 
the  telegrsph.  He  agreed  wiUi  "Dt,  Begg  that  much  might  be  done  to  reduce  the 
number  of  ships  at  sea  on  Sabbath ;  but  he  thought  that  something  more  might  be 
done  at  Scottish  ports  on  behalf  of  those  Pallors  who  were  necessarily  engaged  at 
sea  for  long  periods  on  foreign  voyages.  He  should  like  to  see  an  effort  made  by 
the  Church,  through  its  Sabbath  Observance  Committee,  to  reach  those  smlon  that 
must  be  away,  while  they  were  at  heme. 

Mr.  MACALISTEB,  Kennoway,  said  that  there  wss  a  form  of  Sabbath  desecra- 
tion which  he  not  had  heard  alluded  to,  but  which  was  becoming  very  common  amongst 
memben  of  their  own  Church.  It  was  no  unusual  thing  for  those  residing  in  the  laige 
towns,  to  go  and  see  their  friends  in  the  country  on  a  Saturday,  reriiain  over  part  of 
the  Sabbath,  perhaps  going  to  church  in  the  forenoon,  as  lilcely  not,  but  veiy 
frequently  returning  to  the  towns  again  by  the  Babbath  afternoon  train.  He  had 
heard  a  good  deal  about  the  defects  of  HighUnd  religion  in  this  Assembly,  but, 
though  not  a  Highland  minister,  he  was  sure  tliat  this  form  of  Sabbath  desecration 
was  not  one  of  them,  even  where  the  Highlanders  had  every  railway  facility.  It 
was  a  matter  that  the  committee  should  look  into,  strongly  resembling^  as  it  did,  the 
Sabbath  profanation  on  the  Continent,  of  which  Mr.  Busearlet  had  just  told  them. 

In  reply  to  Dr.  Elder,  Rothesay,  Dr.  WILSON  said  that  though  the  appeal  taken 
against  the  action  of  the  magiatratea  of-  Dundee  had  been  sustained  by  the  Court  of 
Session,  the  judges  indicated  that  if  the  magistrates  took  the  proper  oonrsa  they 
could  carry  out  the  end  in  view. 

Mr.  ROBERTS,  Secretary  of  the  Sabbath  Alliance,  said  that  S21  post-offices 
throughout  the  country  had  been  relieved  from  Sabbath  -  labour,  and  100  rural 
messengers,  since  the  new  regulations  luui  lieen  issued,  and  that  about  1600  per. 
sons  had  thus  been  relieved  from  Sabbath  work  in  coimection  with  the  poatroffices 
in  which  they  had  been  engaged ;  but  that  left  the  enormous  amount  of  15,000 
men  still  employod  at  their  ordinary  labour  on  the  Sabbath-day.    Wherever  this 
matter  had  been  taken  up  with  spirit,  the  movement  to  get  the  poBtH>ffiee8  dosed 
had  been  successful ;  and  he  urged  brethren  in  the  oountvy  not  to  allow  thia  mat- 
ter to  rest  in  their  districts  until  they  succeeded  in  getting  the  post-office  dosed.    In 
regard  to  railway  traffic,  the  evil  was  terribly  on  the  increase,  especially  with  re- 
gard to  goods  traffic.    Memorials  had  been  sent  to  Uie  directors  of  the  railways,  but 
with  no  result.    Some  of  the  memoriala  had  been  met  by  the  remark,  "  Why  do 
theae  men  not  bring  an  action  against  us  ] "  If  they  wished  to  go  to  law  on  the  aub- 
ject,  they  were  met  by  this  difficulty,  that  very  heavy  expenses  would  be  inearred, 
and  that  they  would  virtually  be  bringing  actions  against  some  of  their  own  brethren ; 
for  there  were  not  only  members  but  ministers  of  the  Chupch  who  were  shareholdera 
in  these  lines,  while  some  elders  acted  as  directors.     It  had  often  been  aald  that 
bad  as  things  were  in  Scotland,  they  were  iK>t  so  bad  as  in  the  south  (i.e.  in 
England),  for  no  exeorBion  trains  were  allowed  to  run  here  on  the  Lord's-day. 
But  even  this  could  no  longer  be  said,  for  the  thin  end  of  the  wedge  had  been  intro- 
duced.   A  new  Established  Chnreh  wsa  opened  a  few  weeks  ago  at  Meadowfield, 
and  the  North  British  Railway  put  on  an  excursion  train  in  connection  with  the  open- 
ing  of  that  church,  calling  at  every  station.    He  did  hope  that  if  that  bad  been  a 
Free  Church  not  a  single  Free  Churchman  would  have  encouraged  such  an  open 
violation  of  the  law  of  God.    He  was  glad  to  be  able  to  announce  that  the  Town 
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Oonacil  of  Glugow  saeeeeded  In  nuking  aneh  alterationi  in  the  mannfactnre  of  gas 
as  to  relieve  500  out  of  the  600  men  that  used  to  be  employed  on  the  Sabbath. 
That  involTed  a  losa  of  monej ;  bot  they  were  willing  to  make  the  sacrifice  for  the 
lake  of  relieying  the  men  from  Sabbath  labonr. 
The  report  waa  adopted. 

THB  ASSKHBLT  HALL  COMinrm. 

III.  BROWN  BOUOLAS  gave  in  the  report  by  the  Assembly  Hall  Committee 
(Appendix  XVIIL),  and  in  doing  so  referred  to  the  additions  made  this  year,  which 
he  was  glad  to  learn  had  been  much  appreciated  by  members,  and  to  the  improve- 
ments which  were  contemplated.    He  then  alladed  to  the  conditions  which,  after  a 
(rood  deal  of  experience,  the  committee  had  been  led  to  adopt  in  giving  the  use  of  the 
Hall  to  various  parties,  and  which  he  said  it  was  needful  to  restate,  as  he  wished  to 
aroid  any  miannderstanding  on  the  points     In  the  first  place,  he  begged  it  should 
be  borne  in  mind  that  the  Hall,  generally  speaking,  was  let  for  religious  purposes. 
This  was  the  nle,  and  the  only  exception  to  it  was  in  the  case  of  applications  for 
eertain  public  objects  in  which  the  whole  community  feel  an  interest    Examples  of 
this  had  occurred  during  the  past  year,  when  the  use  of  the  Hall  had  been  given  to 
the  Senatus  of  the  University  for  the  address  of  the  Lord  Rector,  and  to  the  Corpora- 
tion when  the  freedom  of  the^City  was  conferred  on  the  same  nobleman.    In  the  next 
place,  having  confidence  in  the  parties  to  whom  the  Hall  was  given,  the  committee, 
made  it  to  be  understood  that  they  and  this  Church  were  not  responsible  for  the 
manner  in  which  the  services  were  conducted.    The  Hall  had  been  let  to  the  com- 
mittee who  took  chaige  of  the  Union  Daily  Prayer  Meeting,  and  who  paid  £225  for 
a  yearns  occupancy — a  sum  sufficient  to  cover  all  the  expenses  incident  to  the 
meetings.  He  knew  that  some  objected  to  some  of  the  services  at  these  meetings — to 
the  use  of  hymns,  or  to  the  use  of  the  harmonium  at  practising  or  in  the  noon-day 
aerricea.    Kotice  had  been  given  to  him  on  this  matter,  but  his  answer  was,  these 
tfa  details  as  to  which  the  conunittee  had  not  thought  it  right  to  make  any  condi- 
tion.    And  when  it  was  remembered  that  the  Union  Prayer  Meeting  Committee 
included  Presbyterian,  Episcopalian,  Baptist,  and  Independent,  who  might  hold 
different  views  on  these  subjects,  the  House  would  understand,  and  he  was  sure 
would  approve,  the  course  the  committee  had  all  along  adopted,  making  it  clear, 
however,  that  they  were  not  committed  one  way  or  other  to  these  matters  of  detail. 
The  only  other  condition  he  thought  it  necessary  to  mention  was,  that  the  committee 
reserved  the  oae  of  the  Hall  when  it  should  be  required  for  strictly  Free  Church  meet- 
ings, or  for  any  purpose  required  by  the  General  Assembly.    Of  course,  in  such  cases 
csre  should  be  ttiken  not  to  seek  to  interrupt  the  regular  use  of  the  Hall  by  any  party 
^th  whom  the  committee  had  entered  Into  arrangements,  and  in  case  of  any  compe- 
tition, the  authority  of  this  committee  would  be  applied  for.     Unless  this  were  at- 
tended to,  disappointment  could  not  be  avoided.     With  these  explanations,  ho 
moved  that  the  report  be  adopted,  that  the  thanks  of  the  House  should  be  given  to 
the  committee,  and  that  the  committee  should  be  authorised  to  carry  out  the  im- 
provements  named  in  the  report. 

Sir  HENRY  MONCREIFF  seconded  the  motion. 

Dr.  BE6G  agreed  that  the  Church  was  under  obligations  to  the  committee  for 
vhat  they  had  done  in  connection  with  providing  accommodation  for  the  comfort  of 
members.    Oo  some  matters,  however,  he  entertained  a  different  opinion  from  the 
committee.     He  did  not  think  it  was  a  right  thing  that  the  hall  should  be  open  on 
the  evenings  of  the  Communion  Sabbaths,  when  all  the  ordinary  places  of  worship 
were  open,  because  it  might  attract  people  from  their  own  places  of  worship.  He  had  no 
objection,  moreover,  to  the  principle  that  in  general  they  should  not  interfere  with  the 
iDode  of  worship  that  was  observed  by  those  over  whom  they  had  no  control,  and 
for  whom  they  were  not  responsible,  in  so  far  as  it  did  not  glaringly  interfere  with 
the  mode  and  principle  of  worship  maintained  by  this  Church;  but  in  so  far  as  it 
<iid  interfere  with  their  mode  of  worship,  he  thought  it  of  vast  importance  that  some- 
thing should  be  done,  even  admitting  that  they  were  not  directly  responsible.    He 
*u  opposed  out  and  out  to  instrumental  music  in  worship.     He  held  that  instru 
mental  music  in  worship  waa  inconsistent  with  the  purity  of  worship  in  connec 
tion  with  the  Kew  Testament  Church,  inconsistent  with  the  views  of  the  West 
minster  Assembly  and  of  those  in  the  Revolution  Church  who  sanctioned  the  wor 
ship  to  which  they  were  all  pledged.    They  had  sworn  to  maintain  and  defend  to 
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the  uimoBt  of  tbeir  power  the  pvritj  of  worship  praetieed  in  their  Church,  and  to 
follow  no  diyiBlve  eonraes.  He  held  that  instnimental  mnsio  was  a  direct  departaro 
from  that  parity  of  worship.  It  had  neyer  been  sanetioned  by  their  Choreh 
by  any  proceedings  in  this  hall,  and  it  was  extremely  ineonrenient  that  eyen 
in  appearance  their  Chnrch  should  be  held  to  be  compromised  in  connection 
with  their  worship.  To  that  he  objected;  and  he  knew  that  many  good  people 
were  prevented  from  attending  the  prayer  meetings  jest  because  they  woold  not, 
either  directly  or  indirectly,  sanction  a  mode  of  worship  which  was  inconsistent 
with  the  parity  of  worslilp  maintained  and  observed  in  that  Chnrch.  He  had 
been  inclined  to  make  some  motion  apon  this  subject;  bat  inasmnch  as  it  was 
clearly  declared  and  nnderstood  that  it  was  not  their  Charoh,  as  such,  that  waa 
implicated,  he  did  not  feel  constrained  to  divide  the  House  upon  this  subject; 
but,  at  the  same  time,  he  reserved  his  right  to  raise  the  question  in  another 
form,  and  he  feared  that  the  example  which  was  being  shewn  there  opon  the 
subject  of  worship  was  spreading,  and  that  it  might  involve  them,  sooner  or  later, 
in  a  very  important  question.  He  regretted  to  see  that  the  General  Assembly  of 
the  Established  Church  appeared  to  have  sanctioned  the  use  of  instrumental  music 
in  their  congregations.  He  held  that  to  be  a  most  vital  mistake  which  they  had 
committed,  and  one  which  would  raise  a  formidable  barrier  in  the  way  of  the  union 
of  the  Presbyterian  Churches  in  this  country — ^but  he  hoped  that  their  Choreh 
would  keep  clear,  and  wonld  not  be,  even  indirectly,  implicated  in  a  course  of 
procedure  to  which  he  liad  a  strong  objection.  There  was  another  matter  worth 
noticing,  but  in  which  he  hardly  thought  the  committee  were  implicated.  He  found 
that,  in  connection  with  the  serrices  in  that  hall,  tracts  had  been  circulated  in  the 
Baptist  controversy.  A  very  eminent  individual  had  been  in  this  city,  for  whom  he 
had  the  greatest  respect — and  he  had  no  idea  that  he  had  been  implicated — ^bnt  ad- 
vantage had  been  taken  of  his  visit  to  circulate  tracts  containing  a  very  plausible 
aigument  on  the  subject  of  baptism.  He  knew  that  difficulty  was  beginning  to 
crop  up  in  some  of  their  congpregations  on  this  subject^  and  he  hoped  they  would 
not  be  indirectly  drawn  into  that  controversy,  though  they  would  be  prepared  to  de- 
fend themselves  if  that  were  the  case.  He  would  advise  any  one  interested  on 
this  subject  to  read  the  work  of  Petor  Edwards  on  the  subject  of  infant  baptism. 
He  hoped  they  would  not  be  by  any  indireet  process  implicated  in  questions  which 
would  give  rise  to  very  serious  agitation. 

Mr.  BALFOUB,  elder,  cordially  concurred  in  the  concluding  obserration  of  Dr. 
Begg,  that  it  was  very  undesirable  to  get  into  questions  of  the  kind  to  which  he  had 
alluded,  and  especially  on  the  report  of  the  Assembly  Hall  Committee.  The 
questions  Dr.  Begg  had  raised  were  very  important^  and,  if  raised,  must  be  looked 
at  far  more  deliberately  than  could  be  done  in  discussing  the  report  now  before  the 
House.  Referring  to  the  first  subject  mentioned  by  Dr.  Begg,  he  thought  there  was 
a  great  advantage  in  having  a  place  open  for  prayer  on  the  evening  of  the  Com- 
munion Sabbath  for  those  who  did  not  belong  to  their  churches,  and  on  that  evening 
there  were  no  addresses,  it  being  simply  a  meeting  for  prayer,  which  would  not  hare 
the  effect  of  drawing  people  from  the  churches.  As  to  instmmentel  music,  it  woold 
be  unwise  in  discussing  a  report  of  this  kind  to  take  up  a  question  that  might 
excite  a  good  deal  of  debate  in  that  Assembly.  He  hoped  that  question  would 
never  come  up  in  that  Church ;  and  he  thought  if  it  was  thrown  neck  and  shoulders 
into  the  Free  Church  it  might  create  a  great  cleal  of  feeling  that  had  better  not  be 
raised  at  all.  As  to  the  circulation  of  tracto,  no  one  in  that  House  could  be  held 
responsible  for  that.  It  was  not  unnatural  that  Baptiste  should  send  out  some  of 
their  tracts  in  connection  with  the  visit  of  Mr.  Muller,  who  had  himself  made  not 
the  slightest  allusion  to  his  views  on  that  subject ;  but  they  could  not  help  people 
circulating  tracts — and  surely  that  was  not  a  question  that  bore  upon  the  report  of 
the  Assembly  Hall  Committee. 

Dr.  RAIStT  said  that  they  all  understood  that  they  agreed  to  this  report  in  the 
light  in  which  it  had  been  put  before  the  House.  In  regard  to  the  organ,  like  many 
members  of  the  House,  he  did  not  want  it,  and  did  not  wish  ever  to  see  it  He 
hoped  that  that  question  would  be  kept  out  of  their  Church,  and  that  they  wonld 
never  have  to  discuss  it ;  and  that  good  sense,  and  their  desire  for  edification,  would 
keep  us  rid  of  that  question ;  but  in  order  that  they  might  not  liave  occasion  to  raise 
a  question  about  it,  he  thought  it  was  very  undesirable  that  they  should  be  called 
upon  as  a  Church  to  deal  with  any  people  about  It  for  whom  they  were  not  respon- 
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tible.  They  were  not  mponaible  for  iheie  dotaSla.  If  Hr.  Bnunmond  were  to  be 
ftt  a  plneb,  and  esk  the  me  of  their  Hall,  thej  would  not  be  responsible  for  his  mode 
of  wovshlp ;  though,  of  conne,  if  anything  in  that  Hall  became  a  scandal  they  would 
interfere.  In  regard  to  the  other  matter,  Mr.  John  Hope  cirenlated  tracts  at  their 
▼ery  door  In  regard  to  Communion  wine,  and  they  could  not  help  thaU  Dr.  Begg 
was  right  that  they  most  keep  themselTcs  clear.  The  Noon-day  Meeting  Commit- 
tee were  alone  responsible  for  the  mode  of  worship  at  that  meeting,  and  thoy  would, 
he  was  sore,  regret  that  anything  sectarian  should  be  mixed  up  with  it. 
The  motion  was  adopted. 

FBOOLiJCATIOir  OF  BAHVB. 

Overtures  anent  the  proclamation  of  banns  were  tabled  from  the  Synods  of  Glas- 
gow and  Ayr,  the  Presbyteries  of  Ayr,  Deer,  Donkeld,  Edinburgh,  Garloch,  Glasgow, 
Kelso,  Meigle,  Perth,  and  Turiff.  These  generally  set  forth  that  the  present  system 
Cdled  to  secure  publicity,  and  was  in  maoy  other  respects  highly  objectionable ;  aud 
prayed  the  Assembly  to  take  the  whole  subject  into  consideration,  and  adopt  such 
measures  as  in  their  wisdom  they  might  deem  best  for  bringing  about  a  satisftkctoty 
change  of  the  existing  laws. 

Principal  RAINY  moved— 

"The  Qeneial  Assembly  having  taken  into  eonsideration  the  overtures  anent 
proclamation  of  banns,  resolve  as  follow : — ^That  the  present  state  of  the  law  of  Scot- 
land in  regard  to  the  proclamation  in  Established  Churches  of  a  proposal  of  mar- 
riage is  unjust  and  unsatisfactory ;  that  the  high  and  varying  fees  charged  for  pro- 
elamations  are  injurious  to  the  interest  of  morality ;  that  regard  being  had  to  the 
present  ecclesiastical  condition  of  the  people  of  Scotland,  the  publication  of  banns 
of  marriage,  either  at  the  original  parish  churches,  or  at  the  district  quoad  sacra 
palish  churches  of  parties  intending  to  marry,  no  longer  answers  its  only  legitimate 
pnrpose  of  due  publicity ;  the  proclamation  of  banns  viewed  as  it  originally  was, 
not  as  a  civil,  but  as  an  ecclesiastical  ordinance,  is  equally  competent  to  Noncon- 
forming as  to  Established  Churches ;  that  however  it  may  have  originated,  the  prac- 
tice which  has  been  adopted  and  sanctioned  by  the  statute  law  of  the  realm,  is  of 
nniveraal  interest  and  talne,  and  should  therefore  be  effectually  provided  for  in  an 
nnseetarian  manner  by  the  instrumentality  of  public  civil  offices,  such  as  the  registers 
established  by  16  and  17  Tiet.  cap.  80.  The  General  Assembly  has  observed  with 
much  satisfaction  that  a  bill '  to  abolish  the  system  of  proclaiming  banns  of  mar- 
riage presently  in  force  in  Scotland,  and  to  make  provision  for  the  due  publication 
of  sneh  banns  in  Seotland/  has  been  prepared  and  introduced  Into  the  House  of 
Commons  by  Dr.  Cameron  and  others.  The  General  Assembly  approves  of  the 
object  and  general  provisions  of  said  bill,  and  resolves  to  petition  both  Houses  of 
Parliament  in  its  favour." 

In  supporting  the  motion.  Dr.  Balny  said  that  they  were  all  at  one — ^Established 
and  non-Established  Churchmen — that  the  present  system  was  so  unsatisfactory  that 
some  change  or  other  must  take  place.  In  the  first  place,  the  object  of  the  procla- 
mation of  banns  was  at  present  not  sufficiently  secured — he  meant  the  publicity 
which  was  necessary  to  morality  in  connection  with  marriage,  and  which  ought  to 
be  secured  by  the  public  law  of  any  country.  In  the  second  place,  the  amount  of 
expense  imposed  upon  those  who  intended  to  be  married  was,  in  the  case  of  those 
in  humble  circumstances,  very  serious ;  and  there  was  no  doubt  that  this,  combined 
as  it  was  with  some  other  social  habits  and  customs,  had  the  effect  of  increasing  the 
amount  of  immorality  in  the  country.  Even  if  it  did  not  do  that,  it  amounted  to  a 
grievance  and  a  burden  of  a  serious  kind.  He  believed  the  average  expense  for  the 
proclsmation  of  banns  amounted  to  10s.  lO^d. ;  in  the  case  of  parties  living  in  differ- 
ent parishes  it  came  to  about  £1 ;  and  in  some  cases  the  expense  was  very  consider- 
ably more.  That  was  totally  indefensible,  and  required  to  be  amended.  If  they  had 
a  satlsibctory  existing  system  which  worked  tolerably  well,  though  he  might  not  re- 
gard it  as  theoretically  perfect,  he  for  one  should  not  be  disposed  to  move  in  the 
matter.  Even  if  such  a  system  were  in  the  hands  of  the  Established  Church,  he  did 
not  know  that  in  the  interests  of  the  equities  of  denominational  claims  he  should 
make  a  stir  about  it.  But  all  were  agreed  that  the  present  system  required  to  be 
amended ;  and  it  was  just  as  well  that  they  should  frankly  make  up  their  minds  as 
to  what  was  the  right  system  they  should  adopt,  and  take  up  ground  in  favour  of 
that  position.    It  was  quite  clear  that  It  would  not  do  to  have  the  system  in  the 
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handa  of  one  denomination  of  ChrisiianB  in  Scotland.  No  such  lyitem  eonld  pro> 
perly  effect  the  publicity  that  they  needed,  and  it  conld  not  be  satisfactory  as  an 
adjustment  of  a  question  that  required  to  be  adjusted.  He  was  not  able  to  see  why 
this  matter  should  be  in  the  hands  of  denominations  as  such,  or  in  the  hands  of  the 
Churches  at  all,  eyen  if  it  were  extended  from  one  Church  to  all  the  Churches,  or  to 
such  Churches  as  might  be  thought  most  expedient.  He  believed  that  the  origin  of 
the  proclamation  of  banns  was  ecclesiastical.  There  had  been  rarious  matters  in 
which  the  Church  of  Christ  fulfilled  purposes  that  were  felt  by  the  State  to  be  im- 
portant and  useful,  and  the  State  took  them  up  and  sanctioned  them.  In  particular, 
oonsistorial  and  marriage  cases  generally  had  a  Tery  close  connection  with  the  Church 
before  the  Beformation,  and  afterwards  in  this  and  in  other  Protestant  countries 
these  continued  to  haye  a  dose  connection  with  the  organisation  of  the  Church.  But 
a  change,  as  he  had  said,  must  now  be  effected,  and  it  really  appeared  to  him  clear 
that  this  was  a  matter  which  belonged  principally  to  the  State.  There  might  be 
duties  which  the  Church  in  the  interests  of  its  discipline  might  think  it  right  and 
necessary  to  dischaige  beyond  what  the  State  required ;  but  he  did  not  see  that  if 
the  State  made  a  reasonable  arrangement  why  it  should  not  be  accepted  by  them. 
Of  course  it  was  due  to  public  morality  for  the  State  to  see  that  marriages  were 
made  in  a  right  way,  and  that  proTision  was  made  against  connections  being  formed 
under  the  name  of  marriage  which  were  not  lawful.  For  that  purpose  the  State 
should  provide  a  reasonable  publicity,  and  that  was  part  of  the  regular  method  of 
marrying.  But  in  connection  with  the  matter,  the  State  must  take  care  that  there 
was  a  tribunal  to  decide  what  objections  were  to  obstruct  the  formation  of  what  the 
State  would  accept  as  a  marriage  in  any  ease — ^where  such  objections  existed.  He 
did  not  see  that  the  State  could  refer  that  to  the  Churches ;  and  he  did  not  see  that 
the  proclamation  of  banns,  or  whatever  was  to  be  substituted  for  it,  could  serve  its 
purpose  unless  some  tribunal  such  as  that  indicated  was  provided  for.  They  were 
in  the  happy  circumstances  as  a  Church,  and  long  might  they  continue  so,  of  being 
entirely  agreed  with  the  State  as  to  the  scriptural  view  of  the  degrees  of  affinity 
within  which  marriage  should  take  place,  and  as  to  what  were  the  stated  bars  to  any 
connection  that  should  be  called  a  marriage  being  formed.  They  were  all  agreed 
that  this  was  a  matter  which  the  State  ought  to  regulate,  and  it  appeared  to  him 
that  the  State  should  take  care,  through  its  own  officials,  that  due  publicity  was 
given  to  the  purpose  of  marriage,  leaving  it  to  the  Churches,  if  they  found  it  neces- 
sary, to  take  any  additional  security  which  they  were  persuaded  would  woiiL  well  for 
the  maintenance  and  promotion  of  the  morality  of  the  country.  For  these  reasons 
it  appeared  to  him  that  they  should  approve  of  Dr.  Cameron's  bill.  In  doing  so  he 
did  not  hold  himself  bound  to  argue  for  all  the  details  and  clauses  of  the  bill ;  only 
for  its  general  purport  He  supposed  there  were  lawyers  enough  in  the  House  of 
Commons  to  secure  that  proper  legal  arrangements  were  made  in  the  clauses  for 
carrying  out  its  general  objects.  Whether  it  was  likely  that  a  bill  introduced  by  a 
private  member  would  be  carried  through  Parliament  was  quite  another  quettioo. 
It  might  turn  out  that  they  must  have  a  Government  bill  before  the  subject  was 
passed  through  Parliament.  Of  course,  in  petitioning  in  the  way  they  were  doing, 
no  one  wished  for  a  moment  to  take  the  matter  out  of  the  hands  of  the  Qovemmenl. 
They  would  be  very  glad  to  see  Qovemment  efficiently  and  wisely  dealing  with  this 
matter  so  as  to  lead  to  a  satisfactory  settlement.  But  the  only  bill  they  had  before 
them  which  they  at  all  thought  would  have  this  result  was  Dr.  Cameron's  bill. 

Mr.  M'MICKINQ,  Helensburgh,  elder,  seconded  the  motion.  He  objected  to 
the  present  method  because  it  was  a  relic  of  the  old  Popish  system  when  marriage 
was  regarded  as  a  sacrament,  and  as  such  was  in  the  hands  of  the  Popish  Church. 
It  was,  on  the  other  hand,  a  remnant  of  the  old  system  of  Erastianism,  of  that 
supremacy  which  was  claimed  by  the  State  over  the  Church,  and  which  imposed 
certain  civil  duties  on  the  ministers  of  the  Established  Church  which  were  in  no 
sense  religious,  for  marriage  was  an  ordinance  of  nature,  and  not  of  grace ;  and  the 
mere  intimation  of  the  fact  that  two  parties  intended  to  marry  was  in  no  sense  of  the 
word  a  religious  question.  It  was  a  mere  piece  of  information  for  those  who  were 
more  likely  to  be  interested  or  in  any  way  affected  by  the  marriage ;  and  for  that 
piece  of  information,  given  by  it  to  the  public,  the  Church  was  no  more  responaiblo 
than  for  any  other  piece  of  information  it  communicated  to  the  whole  community. 
They  were  all  agreed  as  to  the  necessity  of  due  publicity  being  given  to  banns  of 
marriage.    It  was  notorious  that  that  purpose  wan  not  effected  by  the  present 
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system,  for  proelamalions  were  Bomelimes  made  when  there  was  nobodj  there  to 
hear  them.  There  were  very  Berioaa  objections  to  the  present  system,  especially  as 
affecting  the  members  and  adherents  of  the  Free  Chnrch.  By  a  retnrn,  incomplete 
in  many  respects,  made  to  the  House  of  Commons,  he  saw  that  in  1874  the  amount 
raised  by  the  proclamation  of  banns  was  £17,255,  and  of  that  sum  £4000  or  £5000 
came  from  the  members  and  adherents  of  the  Free  Chnrch.  Now  they  had  no  right 
to  pay  that  sum  to  the  Established  Church.  The  fees  Taried  from  Is.  to  £2,  28. ; 
and  it  was  not  an  uninteresting  question — "  What  is  done  with  all  this  money — who 
geta  itl"  The  retom  indicated  that  it  went  to  the  hangers-on  of  the  Established 
Charefa.  Evezybofiy  knew  that  the  distribution  of  £17,000  to  the  hangers-on  of  any 
Chareh  woold  add  to  the  number  of  those  people.  But  in  some  cases  where  they 
were  charging  the  higher  rates  as  in  Glasgow,  they  had  more  money  than  sufficed 
to  give  to  these  hangers-on ;  and  it  might  be  news  to  some  of  their  earnest  friends 
who  were  engaged  in  Church  extension  to  know  that  the  surplus  in  Glasgow  and 
GoTan  was  used  for  a  purpose  somewhat  antagonistic  to  this  Chuvch — tIb.,  to  help 
to  bnild  other  Established  churches  and  to  pay  missionaries.  In  so  far  as  these 
were  gospel  missionaries,  he  for  one  did  not  object  to  this,  for  he  believed  that  the 
240  churches  which  the  Establishment  had  aided  by  the  free  will  offerings  of  her 
people  were  the  best  and  most  Scriptural  churches  in  connection  with  the  Estab- 
lishment. But  it  was  rather  hard  that  members  of  the  Free  and  United  Presby- 
terian Churches  should  be  taxed  to  build  churches  and  to  pay  missionaries,  and  get 
no  credit  for  it,  the  Established  Church  claiming  the  whole  credit  to  themselves. 
At  present,  as  they  had  heard,  as  much  as  £2,  28.  could  be  charged ;  but  under  the 
new  bill  the  highest  fee  was  2s.  O^d.  Let  them  therefore  petition  in  favour  and 
support  this  bill,  which  he  believed  would  be  hailed  with  satisfaction  by  the  public 
generally,  no  less  than  by  the  members  and  adherents  of  the  Free  Church. 

Dr,  BBQG  said  he  had  to  suggest  several  alterations  in  Dr.  Rainy's  motion, 
and  if  these  were  adopted  they  could  be  quite  unanimous  in  regard  to  this  matter. 
There  was  no  difference  of  opinion  in  regud  to  the  inefficiency  of  the  present  mode 
of  proclamation,  or  as  to  the  position  the  Established  Church  occupied  in  regard  to 
Uufl  matter  now  that  such  a  large  portion  of  the  population  were  separated  from 
its  eommunion.  Further,  there  could  be  no  difference  of  opinion  in  regard  to  the 
propriety  of  lowering  to  the  very  lowest  possible  amount  the  fees  attached  to  pro- 
cUmation*  But  he  must  say  in  passing  that  in  his  opinion  the  bill  of  Dr.  Cameron 
did  not  fully  secure  even  the  last-mentioned  object,  for  if  they  looked  at  section  10 
they  would  see  that  in  regard  to  one  class  of  marriages,  which  were  becombig  a  very 
numerous  class  in  consequence  of  the  connection  that  now  existed  between  the  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  kingdom,  a  large  fee  was  required  and  a  great  amount  of  discre- 
tionary power  assigned  to  the  registrar.  That  section  stated  that "  where  one  of  the 
pera<ma  intending  to  contract  marriage  in  Scotland  is  not  resident  in  Scotland,  and 
the  other  shall  have  obtained  a  registrar's  certificate  in  terms  of  this  Act,  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  the  Registrar-General,  on  application  being  made  to  him,  to  grant  a  licence 
for  the  celebration  and  registration  of  a  regular  marriage  between  the  said  persons 
if  he  shall  be  satisfied  on  inquiry,  and  so  forth."  Well,  that  was  a  great  latitude  of 
discretion  to  give  to  the  Registrar-General ;  for  he  had  known  instances  in  which  he 
had  to  satisfy  himself  as  to  the  actual  state  of  the  case  before  performing  the 
ceremony,  and,  in  fact,  on  one  occasion,  he  had  to  arrest  a  marriage  of  this  kind 
until  he  received  sufficient  satisfaction.  But  what  he  was  specially  referring  to 
now  was  the  fee  charged — the  Act  stating  that  ''There  shall  be  paid  to  the 
Registrar-General  for  every  licence  granted  under  the  section  a  fee  of  one  pound 
sterling."  He  thought  that  was  perpetuating  the  evil  complained  against;  and 
therefore  he  could  not  say  that  the  bill  carried  out  one  of  the  principles  on  which 
it  was  based.  The  other  matter  on  which  he  had  difficulty  was  of  more  importance. 
3£r«  M'liicking  had  said  that  this  matter  of  proclamation  of  banns  was  derived 
from  the  Romish  Church.  Well,  he  was  a  great  enemy  to  the  principles  of  the 
Romish  Church,  as  everybody  knew,  but  he  did  not  need  to  say  that  eveiything 
that  ever  was  in  the  Romish  Church  was  to  be  rejected  as  such.  He  thought  they 
had  learned  some  very  good  lessons  even  from  the  Romish  Church,  and  might 
leam  more.  In  particular,  the  principle  of  surveillance  observed  by  that  Church 
over  its  members  was  something  remarkable.  He  had  seen  it,  for  example,  in  a 
form  in  Lower  Canada  which  could  not  possibly  fail  to  impress  any  on-looker.  They 
got  the  whole  parochial  system,  with  its  manses  uid  resident  parish  ministers, 
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from  the  Bomisli  (Tharch ;  and  it  was  remarkable  to  aee  Roman  Catholic  manses 
atlU  in  the  lowest  parts  of  the  oitj.  But  it  waa  a  mistake  to  suppose  that  thoogh 
this  matter  of  the  proclamation  of  banns  originated  with  the  Bomlsh  Choreh  it  had 
always  been  connected  with  that  Church  and  with  the  idea  of  marriage  as  a 
sacrament  f  n  proof  of  this  the  rev.  doctor  referred  to  the  Directory  for  Worship, 
which  he  said  was  still  the  law  of  this  Chnrch,  and  which  in  a  chapter  on  the 
aubject  of  marriage  regalated  this  matter  of  proclamation ;  and  it  became  therefore 
necessary  to  see  that  a  whole  chapter  of  the  Directory  waa  not  swept  away  by  an  Act 
of  Parliament  without  eyen  consulting  them.  Then  he  did  not  agree  with  thoee 
who  thought  that  the  proposed  exhibition  of  Uie  namea  of  persons  that  were  to  be 
married  at  the  door  of  the  registrar's  office  was  much  better  than  the  present 
inefficient  system,  against  which  they  complained.  Ko  doubt  the  proclamation  of 
banns  in  many  of  the  churches  of  Scotland  at  the  present  moment  was  a  most 
inefficient  mode  of  giring  publicity  to  the  intention  of  marriage;  but  at  the 
same  time  he  was  not  sure  tliat  to  affix  the  proposal  to  the  door  of  the  regiatrar'a 
office  would  make  publicity  much  greater.  He  waa  sure  there  were  many  in  this 
House  who  were  not  in  the  habit  of  going  to  look  ai  the  registrar's  door.  He 
neyer  went,  at  all  events.  Some  people  said,  oh,  put  it  in  the  newspapers !  but  he 
knew  that  if  they  gave  newspapers  a  monopoly  of  this  matter  they  would  aoon 
come  to  charge  high  enough  for  inserting  the  intended  proclamation.  He  had 
heard  it  said  that  people  were  so  curious  io  know  who  were  to  be  married  that 
they  would  run  to  the  newspapers  to  see  about  it.  He  did  not  think  so.  It 
seemed  to  him  that  they  most  distinctly  reserre  to  the  Church  the  rights  eren  if 
this  bill  was  passed,  to  make  her  own  arrangements,  and  to  make  such  intimation 
in  reference  to  the  intended  marriage  of  tlie  people  connected  with  her  own  com* 
monion,  as  would  be  satisfactory  to  herself  in  regard  to  the  carrying  out  of  the 
spirit  of  the  Directory  for  Worship.  Tiiat  was  the  one  main  alteration  he  would 
make  on  Dr  Raioy's  motion,  and  he  propoaed  that  at  the  end  of  the  second  para- 
graph there  should  be  added  after  the  words  "established  by  16  and  17  Yictw,  cap. 
80,"  this  clause— 

"  Together  with  such  arrangementa  as  the  scTcral  Churches  may  deem  it  neces- 
sary to  make  in  regard  to  their  own  members." 

He  supposed  there  could  be  no  objection  to  that,  becaose  he  thought  it  waa 
necessary  that  in  going  to  Parliament  abont  this  matter  they  should  let  it  be 
understood  that  whilst  -(^ey  were  dissatisfied  with  the  existing  arrangements,  they 
were  not  prepared  to  throw  this  whole  matter  either  on  the  OoTemment  or 
Parliament,  but  would  reserve  to  themselves  the  right  to  be  satisfied  on  the  sub- 
ject, not  only  becaose  he  objected  to  Parliament  mf^ing  and  meddling  with  their 
Directory  for  Worship  without  ever  consulting  them,  but  also  becauae  he  knev  that 
in  the  United  States,  where  the  marriage  law  had  been  entirely  secularised, 
arrangements  were  tolerated  in  regard  to  marriage  of  the  most  obnoxious  kind, 
and  the  Church  waa  left  out  of  account  altogether.  He  suggested,  in  the  next  place, 
that  the  concluding  sentence  of  Dr.  Rainy's  motion  should  read  that  the  Q^ieral 
Assembly  approves  of  the  main  objects  and  general  provisions  of  said  bill,  &c., 
instead  of  simply  the  object,  &c. 

Dr.  RAINY  said  he  did  not  see  that  there  should  be  any  difficulty  in  arranging 
the  petition  to  suit  Dr.  Begg^s  view,  although  he  had  been  unable  to  follow  his 
argument  in  regard  to  th6  Directory  for  Public  Worship.  It  appeared  to  him  (Dr. 
Rainy)  that  this  bill  did  not  touch  the  Directory,  except  in  so  far  a»>that  Directory 
was  law  in  the  Established  Church.  If  the  Directory,  in  that  particular  claoae  of 
it,  was  ecclesiastical  law  for  the  Free  Church,  they  were  in  danger  not  from  the 
State,  but  from  their  own  neglect,  for  in  that  case  they  had  been  guilty  of  a  very 
flagrant  tiansgression  of  it,  and  all  this  time  they  should  have  been  seeing  to  it  that 
their  ministers,  conformably  with  the  Directory,  were  publishing  the  purpose  of 
marriage.  He  apprehended  that  the  bill  did  not  pretend  to  impose  on  any  of  the 
Churches  a  rule  that  the  declaration  of  the  purpose  of  marriage  waa  aufficient  for 
the  purpose  of  the  discipline  of  the  Church  ,*  it  only  said  that  it  was  aufficient  for 
the  purpose  of  the  State.  He  did  not  see  what  ground  there  was  for  Dr.  Begg  set- 
ting forth  that  they  had  to  guard  against  something  like  Sraatianlsm  on  the  part 
of  the  State  meddling  with  the  Directory  for  Public  Worship^  He  thought  they  had 
much  more  occasion  to  complain  of  their  own  very  flagrant  neglect  of  duty  in  not 
seeing  that  the  Directory  was  observed  among  themselves.    Wliatever  might  be  the 
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rigbto  or  wroDga  of  the  oase,  of  oonne  he  clearly  understood  what  was  wished, 
though  it  seemed  to  him  to  be  somethiug  like  surplusage  to  put  into  a  motion  the 
addition  proposed.  Whateyer  the  State  might  enact  as  to  what  it  should  hold  to 
be  a  Talid  mairiage,  they  were  entitled  to  carry  out  what  was  necessary  for  disci- 
pline in  their  own  congregations,  or  to  declare  what  satisfaction  their  congregations 
ahoold  be  called  upon  to  giye  before  it  should  be  lawful  for  the  members  of  the 
Free  Church  to  celebrate  marriage.  Dr.  Begg,  however,  might  be  right  in  thinking 
that  it  was  well  to  keep  that  dear  in  the  motion ;  but  he  did  not  quite  approve  of 
the  phraseology. 

Dr.  B£GO  said  it  was  no  doubt  a  moot  question  as  to  whether  the  Directory  was 
or  was  not  established  by  law.  Many  people  believed  that  it  was.  If  Dr.  Kainy 
could  express  the  idea  in  any  other  language,  he  should  be  satisfied. 

Dr.  BAINT  said  the  only  reason  why  he  objected  to  the  language  was,  that  it 
might  imply  Uiat  they  were  asking  legislative  sanction  for  their  arrangements.  He 
should  therefore  put  it  thus : — "  The  Churches  being  alwaya  entitled  to  make  such 
regulations  as  they  think  fit  with  reference  to  the  oonditiona  on  which  their  minis- 
ters shall  celebrate  marriage." 

Dr.  THOMAS  SMITH  said  he  should  prefer  the  last  clause  of  Dr.  Begg's 
amendment. 

The  addition  was  then  agreed  to  as  follows : — "  The  Churches  always  reserving 
for  themselves  the  right  to  make  such  arrangements  as  they  may  deem  it  necessary 
to  make  in  regard  to  their  own  members." 

The  word  *'  main  "  was  also  inserted  before  "  objects  "  in  the  last  paragraph  of 
Dr.  Bainy'a  motion,  which  was  then  unanimously  agreed  to. 

The  finding  of  the  Assembly  was  as  follows :—"  That  the  General  Assembly  hav- 
ing taken  into  consideration  the  overtures  anent  proclamation  of  banns,  resolve — 

"  That  the  present  state  of  the  law  of  Scotland  in  regard  to  the  proclamation  in 
Xstablished  Churches  of  a  proposal  of  marriage  is  unjust  and  unsatisfactory ;  that 
the  high  and  varying  fees  charged  ibr  proclamations  are  injurious  to  the  interesla 
of  morality ;  that  regard  being  had  to  the  jpresent  ecclesiastical  condition  of  the 
people  of  Scotland,  the  publication  of  banns  of  marriage,  either  at  the  original 
pariah  churches,  or  at  the  district  fuotid  sacra  parish  churches,  of  parties  intending 
to  marry,  no  longer  answers  its  only  legitimate  purpose  of  due  publicity;  that  pro- 
clamation of  banns,  viewed  as  it  originally  was  not  as  a  civil  but  as  an  ecclesiastical 
ordinance,  is  equally  competent  to  Nonconforming  as  to  Established  Churches ; 
that  however  it  may  have  originated,  the  practice,  which  has  been  adopted  and 
■anetioned  by  the  statute  law  of  the  realm,  is  of  universal  interest  and  value,  and 
ahonld  therefore  be  effectually  provided  for  in  an  nnsectarian  manner  by  the  instru- 
mentality of  public  civil  offices,  such  as  the  registers  established  by  16  and  17 
Tict.  cap.  80,  the  Churches  always  reserving  for  themselves  the  right  to  make  such 
arrangements  as  they  may  deem  it  necessary  to  make  in  regard  to  their  own  members. 

"  The  General  Assembly  has  observed  with  much  satisfaction  that  a  bill  '  to 
abolish  the  system  of  proclaiming  banns  of  marriage  presently  in  force  in  Scot- 
land, and  to  make  provision  for  the  due  publication  of  such  banns  in  Scotland,'  has 
been  prepared  and  introduced  into  the  House  of  Commons  by  Dr.  Cameron  and  others. 

^  The  Qeneial  Assembly  approves  of  the  main  object  and  general  proYiaions  of 
■aid  bill,  and  resolvea  to  petition  both  Houses  of  Parliament  in  its  favour. 

''  A  form  of  petition  was  read  and  approved  of,  which  the  Assembly  direct  to  be 
extended,  signed  by  the  Moderator  in  name  of  the  Assembly,  and  transmitted  to 
Dr.  Cameron  for  presentation  to  the  House  of  Commons,  and  if  the  bill  reach  the 
House  of  Lords,  to  the  Duke  of  Argyll  for  presentation  to  that  House." 

UKITKD  STATBS  VBEEDKUT'S  OHUEOH. 

Mr.  SAUNDEBS,  a  deputy  from  the  Preslqrterian  Church  of  the  dnited 
Blatei,  addressed  the  Assembly  in  conneetion  with  the  work  which  has  been  car- 
ried on  there  sinoe  the  liberation  of  the  slaves.  Mr.  Saunders  was  convinced  that 
advantage  would  be  taken  of  the  great  water  ways  which  the  rivers  of  Africa 
afforded,  till  kidnapping  was  aa  rare  there  as  it  has  become  where  our  flag  fllea 
in  the  l^t.  He  rejoiced  at  what  this  country  was  doing  in  Africa.  He  congratu- 
lated  the  Assembly  on  the  great  Union  just  consummated. 

Dr.  BAINT  moved  that  the  Assembly  having  heard  with  great  interest  the 
statement  of  their  beloved  brother,  Mr.  Saondersi  regard  with  great  satisfaction  the 
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work  of  the  Fresbylerian  Chureli  of  the  United  States  among  the  freedmen  of  the 
South,  and  renew  the  expreeeion  of  respect  and  regard  tofrards  that  Ohnreh. 

Hr.  KIDSTON  seconded  the  motion,  which  was  cordially  passed. 

The  MODERATOR,  at  the  request  of  the  Assembly,  thanked  Hr.  Saonders  for 
his  appearance  among  them,  and  sent  the  greeting!  of  the  Free  Gharch  of  Scot- 
land to  the  Gharch  which  Mr.  Saunders  represents. 

BTHOD  BBCOBDS. 

The  Assembly  called  for  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Synod  Records  and 
Minute  Books  of  Standing  Gommittees,  and  the  Record  of  the  Gommission,  which 
was  given  in  by  Mr.  BROWN,  the  Gonvener,  and  in  accordance  therewith — 

The  Qeneral  Assembly,  on  the  report  of  their  committee,  hereby  attest  as 
accurately  and  neatly  kept,  and  as  thoroughly  correct  in  substance,  the  Records  of 
the  Synods  of  Lothian  and  Tweeddale,  Glasgow  and  Ayr,  Argyll,  Perth  and  Stir- 
ling, Aberdeen,  Moray,  Ross,  Sutherland  and  Caithness,  Merge  and  Teviotdale, 
Orkney,  Shetland,  Angus  and  Meams;  and  the  Minute  Books  of  the  following 
Committees,  viz.,  Sustentation  Fund,  Publications,  Distribution  of  Probationen, 
.  Finance,  Sabbath  Observance,  College,  Financial  Board  of  Aberdeen  College,  Board 
of  Examiners,  Foreign  Missions,  Continental,  Colonial,  Assembly  Arrangements, 
Home  Mission,  Equal  Dividend  Platform,  State  of  Religion  and  Morals,  and  Com- 
mission of  Assembly. 

The  General  Assembly,  on  the  report  of  their  committee,  hereby  attest  the 
Records  of  the  Synods  of  Dumfries,  Fife,  Glenelg,  and  the  Minute  Books  of  the 
following  Committees,  namely,  Financial  Board  of  New  College,  Highlands  and 
Islands,  Jews'  Conversion,  Temperance,  and  Education.  The  Assembly  at  the 
same  time  send  down  the  remarks  of  the  visitors  for  the  information  of  the  clerks. 

The  General  Assembly,  on  the  report  of  their  committee,  hereby  attest  the 
Record  of  the  Synod  of  Galloway  as  on  the  whole  accurately  and  neatly  kept,  and 
correct  in  substance.  The  Assembly  at  the  same  time  seqd  down  the  following 
remark  of  the  visitors,  and  order  it  to  be  engrossed  in  the  Record,  namely: — 
"  The  marginal  insertions  are  in  excess  of  what  is  right." 

The  General  Assembly,  on  the  report  of  their  committee,  hereby  attest  the 
Minute  Book  of  the  Financial  Board  of  Glasgow  College,  and  the  Record  of  the  Pres- 
bytery of  Calcutta,  as  on  the  whole  accurately  and  neatly  kept,  and  correct  In  substance. 
But  the  Assembly  find  in  the  Minute  Book  of  the  Finaneial  Board  of  Glasgow 
College,  pp.  61  to  64  inclusive  consists  of  printed  matter  pasted  in ;  and  In  Uie 
Record  of  the  Presbytery  of  Calcutta  the  paging  is  omitted,  as  well  as  the  date  at 
the  top  of  the  page.  This  is  the  more  important,  as  esch  alternate  page  is  left 
blank.  The  Assembly  farther  find  that  the  only  Record  of  foreign  Presbyteries  thai 
has  been  sent  in  is  that  of  the  Presbytery  of  Calcutta. 

STSTEKATIC  OIVIKO. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  anent  duty  of  Systematic  Giving  to  the  Cause  of  Christ 
was  given  in  by  Mr.  FERGUSON,  of  Kinmondy,  elder.  The  last  Assembly,  in  their 
deliverance  on  this  subject,  reappointed  the  committee  with  authority  to  appeal  for 
funds ;  and  instructed  ministers  to  eall  the  attention  of  their  congregations,  on  the 
first  Sabbath  of  Jannaiy,  to  the  dutgr  and  privilege  of  systematically  giving  a  portion 
of  their  substance  for  the  promotion  of  the  work  which  the  Lord  has  committed  to 
the  Church  both  at  home  and  abroad.  Though  they  had  been  unable  from  want  of 
funds  to  publish  anything  this  year  on  this  subject,  and  though  the  committee  hat 
no  information  as  to  the  extent  to  which  the  instruction  of  the  Assembly  for  the 
ministers  to  preach  on  the  subject  was  obeyed,  that  it  was  so  largely  they  have  every 
reason  to  believe,  and  there  is  evidence  Uiat  the  liberality  of  the  Church  is  being 
increasingly  called  forth.  To  the  furtherance  of  this  great  end,  they  recommend  the 
reappointment  of  the  committee,  and  trust  that  the  General  Assembly  will  commend 
it  to  the  liberal  support  of  the  Chureh,  so  that  it  may  be  in  a  position  to  do  more 
in  the  way  of  the  public  advocacy  of  this  great  duty. 

Dr.  MOIR,  elder,  Edinburgh,  in  moving  the  adoption  of  the  report^  said  he  had 
to  express  his  regret  that  the  snbject  had  not  yet  secured  the  attention  its  import- 
ance deserved,  while  at  the  same  time  it  was. satisfactory  to  know  that  it  was 
certainly  gaining  groand|  not  only  in  this  but  in  other  evangelical  ehorchea;  that 
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lie  alio  felt  daily  more  and  more  eonyinced  of  its  aeriptiiral  aothority,  and  that  on  ita 
general  adoption  depended  thai  great  adyanee  of  ChriaVa  kingdom  promiaed  in  Mslachi 
ili.  10.   He  aaid  that  the  point  he  wiahed  to  bring  out  specially  on  this  occasion 
iva%  not  ao  moeh  the  duip  of  giving  aa  the  sin  o/vnihholding — not  so  much  the  duty 
of  giving  to  God  of  that  which  la  our  own,  as  the  sin  of  withholding  from  Him  that 
with  whieh  we  hare  been  entmated  by  Him  for  a  particular  purpose — that  there 
nnderliea  thia  doty,  howoTor,  a  great  aeriptural  truth  or  principle,  that  all  we  have 
ia  God's,  because  we  are  not  our  own,  but  bought  with  a  great  and  precious  price. 
He  ai^d  that  there  were  three  inatancea  in  Scripture  of  people  having  been  bought 
with  a  priee,  and  of  the  consequent  obligationa  incurred  by  those  thus  purchased 
or  redeemed — 1.  The  purchase  by  Pliitfaoh,  during  the  time  of  Joseph,  of  the 
Sgyptian  people,  and  their  redemption  from  famine  and  death,  by  the  bestowal  of 
aMd  to  BOW  their  landa ;  the  obligation  on  their  part  being  that  onefiflh  of  the  in- 
creaae  of  their  landa  waTto  belong  to  Pharaoh.  That  the  Egyptiana  thus  were  not  their 
own,  bnt  bought  with  a  priee.    He  said  that  it  was  aeareely  necessary  to  remark  that 
iliia  fifth  waa  not  a  merely  Toluntary  payment— one  that  the  people  might  either  giye 
or  withhold— bnt  one  legally  exigible,  and  Which  waa  doubtless  regularly  exacted, 
notwithatanding  all  the  plausible  excusea  that  might  be  made  as  to  their  Inability 
to  pay  80  mnc^  either  from  their  familiea  being  so  large  or  their  expenses  so  great, 
or  that  they  had  not  the  means  of  paying  to  Pharaoh  more  than  a  mere  fraction 
of  what  was  hia  dne ;  excuses  which  are  yeiy  eommonly  uiged  now-a-days  by  many 
in  regard  to  their  duly  in  aupporting  God's  kingdom.    That  the  Israelites  liyed  800 
yeara  under  thia  dispensation ;  and  whether  they  were  themselyes  subject  to  the 
impost  or  not,  they  at  least  knew  well  the  system  of  a  definite  proporiion  of  every 
otu^s  meana  being  handed  oyer  to  the  Goremment  for  its  support;  and  he  thought  it 
quite  poerible  that  one  of  the  practical  leasona  of  thia  famine  and  its  results  was  to 
teach  the  Israelites,  in  a  plain,  material  way,  the  possibility  of  this  doty  being  faith- 
fnlly  carried  out.    2.  l%e  second  great  redemption  of  a  people  was  that  of  the 
laraelites  from  the  loweat  depths  of  Egyptian  slareiy  and  bondage,   when  God, 
through  the  blood  of  the  Paschal  lamb,  brought  them  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt  into 
the  wildemeas  on  their  way  to  the  Promiaed  Land — and  there  for  forty  yeara 
sapplied  them  with  bread  from  heayen,  and  water  from  the  smitten  rock — that 
iriiile  there  God  aet  up  His  House  or  yisible  Church,  and  made  provision  for  its 
maintenance  and  extension,  or  in  other  words,  made  an  endowment  for  it.    And 
what  WIS  this  endowment]    He  said  that  it  was  a  general  opinion  that  the  Israelites 
were  ordered  to  give  one-tenth  of  the  increase  of  their  lands  and  flocks  to  the 
Levitea,  but  that  thia  was  an  utter  mistake,  for  in  Lev.  xxvii.  21  and  24,  it  is 
written  that  the  tenth  it  the  Lord'a — ^that  it  was  specially  His  own, — and  that  in 
Knmbers  xvii.  21  and  2i,God  Himself  is  said  to  give  it  to  the  Levites  as  their 
inheritanoe.    That  the  tenth,  therefore,  never  belonged  to  the  children  of  Israel,  and 
that  they  had  no  right  to  withhold  it,  and  in  withholding  it  they  were  literally  and 
legally  guilty  of  the  sin  of  withholding  from  God  what  was  truly  His,  and  only 
entmated  to  them  to  cany  out  His  purposes,  or  in  the  words  of  Malachi  iii.  6,  they 
were  robbing  God.    8.  The  third  redemption  waa  God's  purchase  of  sinners  by  the 
Blood  of  Jeans  Christ,  of  which  the  other  two,  especially  the  second,  were  types — so 
that  Christians  are  in  Scripture  declared  to  be  not  their  own  but  bought  with  a  price ; 
and  yet  how  little  do  they  realise  the  precious  fact,  else  they  would  all  feel  themselves 
bound  to  do  much  more  for  God's  kingdom  than  they  have  ever  yet  done ;  but  to-day 
he  should  only  advert  to  their  shortcomings  on  the  subject  of  this  report,  or  the  sin  qf 
withholding  what  truly  belongs  to  God,  and  has  only  been  entrusted  to  us  as  stewards 
for  His  serrice.    Let  ns  for  a  moment  consider  how  little  even  God's  people  realise 
their  relationship  to  God  in  this  matter,  and  how  little  ia  done  by  the  Christian 
world  in  general  for  the  upholding  of  that  kingdom  of  which  they  profess  themselves 
eitisena.    It  is  a  mere  infinitesimal  portion  of  their  means  that  goes  for  such  a 
pnrpose,  while  it  is  not  in  God  that  they  are  straitened  bat  in  their  ownselves. 
For  God  has  been  opening  up  the  world  to  the  Bible  and  the  Gospel,  and  has  been 
beatowiug  correaponding  wealth  on  our  land,  wealth  wherewith  we  may  carry  on 
Hia  work  both  at  home  and  abroad,  whereaa  instead  of  that,  most  of  it  has  been 
spent  on  extravagance,  and  display,  a^d  luxury  of  every  sort.    How  different  would 
things  have  been  had  we  felt  ourselves  to  be  God's  people,  and  that  a  definite 
portion  of  onr  meana  bestowed  by  Him,  belonged  specially  to  Him  in  return  for  all 
Hia  goodness,  and  should  be  spent  in  His  service.   He  expressed  Ids  conviction,  that 
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eyen  under  tbe  present  diepensatlon  at  least  a  tenth  of  ereiy  Christian's  meam 
belongs  to  the  Lord,  and  tliat  therefore  we  are  guilty  of  the  mm  of  wiihkolding  U, 
unless  so  devoted.  He  was  aware  that  many  did  not  think  the  tenth  as  now 
binding,  but  it  was  quite  plain  that  Paul  when  he,  in  1  Cor.  ztL  2,  eommanded  every 
ane  to  lay  aside  in  store  as  God  had  prospered  him,  meant  some  definite  proportion 
to  be  so  laid  aside  in  a  separate  storehouse  of  his  own,  to  be  ready  when  required 
for  any  object  connected  with  God's  cause;  and  he  had  no  doubt  that  Paul  himself 
would  not  lay  aside  in  store  less  than  he  used  to  do  before  his  couTsrsion  to  Chris- 
tianity ;  he  urged  upon  ministers  to  instruct  their  people  in  tliis  Bible  principle^  of 
which  so  many  were  totally  ignorant^  or  at  least  did  not  act  upon  it,  and  were  thus 
guilty  of  the  sin  of  withholding  from  the  Lord  what  really  belonged  to  Him.  If  tbe 
Church  would  obey  the  diyine  law  on  this  sabject,  her  ministers  would  soon  be  all 
placed  in  positions  of  comfort,  instead  of  being  many  of  them,  half-starred,  unable 
to  educate  or  clothe  their  children,  or  to  lay  aside  any  proyialon  for  their  own  old 
age.  If  this  duty  were  carried  out,  there  would  be  a  sufficient  supply  of  all  the  or- 
dinances of  Christ  in  the  midst  of  us,  and  for  the  spread  of  the  gospel  throughoat 
the  earth.  In  closing,  he  said  he  would  be  obliged  if  any  one  would  show  him  a 
passage  of  Scripture  that  indicated  that  the  GoTemment  had  in  any  way  to  anpply 
the  means  for  Uie  aupport  of  the  Chureh.  He  belier^  that  the  systematle  glying 
of  His  people  was  tbe  endowment  God  had  provided  for  His  Church ;  and  it  was  an 
endowment  that  they  had  neyer  reached  under  the  State  or  anything  else  hitlierto. 
The  motion  was  that  the  Assembly  approve  of  the  report  and  record  their  thanka  to 
the  committee,  and  especially  to  the  Tioe-eonTener,  Mr.  Ferguson ;  the  Assembly 
reappoint  the  eommittee,  and  eommend  it  to  the  liberal  support  of  the  Church,  so 
that  it  may  be  in  a  position  to  do  more  in  the  wi^  of  advocacy  of  the  du^  of  sya- 
tematically  giving  a  portion  of  their  substanoe  for  the  promotion  of  Christ's  eanse; 
and  further,  the  Assembly  instruct  ministers  to  call  the  attention  of  their  oongrega^ 
tions  on  tbe  first  Sabbath  of  January,  or  any  other  suitable  Sabbath,  to  the  duty  of 
setting  apart  a  portion  of  their  aubstanee  to  the  support  of  Christ's  work  at  home 
and  abroad. 

Professor  SIMPSON,  elder,  seconded  the  motion,  arguing  that  systematic  giving 
was  the  true  endowment  of  the  Church.  He  pointed  out  that  fifty  years  ago  when 
the  Church  was  maintained  by  the  State,  the  resources  of  benevolence  were  dried 
up.    He  had  himself  gone  on  this  principle  for  more  than  forty  years. 

Mr.  MAC  ALISTEB  said  it  was  necessary  to  remove  a  misapprehenaion,  and  also 
to  impart  some  encouragement  to  this  committee.  The  misapprehenaion  of  Uie 
previous  speakers  was,  that  there  was  hardly  anything  published  on  this  subject  lor 
the  instruction  of  the  people.  Why,  the  contributions  of  the  late  Mr.  Boss,  of 
Hackney,  alone,  would  form  no  inconsiderable  volume.  The  truth  was,  that  there 
was  no  lack  of  literature  on  the  question.  Almost  all  who  had  spoken  ooolly  set  it 
down  as  a  fact  that  no  minister  took  any  interest  in  thin  matter.  This  was  quite  a 
mistake,  the  committee  might  rest  assured.  He,  for  one,  had  ineuloated  it  upon 
his  people  for  the  last  twelve  or  fifteen  years.  Only  lately  he  had  come  aeross  a 
case  where  a  man  waa  dying  of  a  lingering  and  painful  disease.  Telling  his  wife  to 
hand  him  a  box,  he  took  from  it  a  sum  of  money,  which,  he  said,  he  had  devoted  to 
religious  purpeaes,  from  the  time  that  he  liad  first  heard  tiie  matter  ezpounded  to  the 
congregation.  Mr.  M.  did  not  say  that  it  was  entirely  doe  to  this  system,  but  he 
knew  &at  his  congregatfon  had,  for  years,  been  giving  at  the  rate  of  nearly  £1  per 
member  to  the  Suatentation  Fund  alone. 

Mr.  GOBDON,  of  Parkhill,  said  he  could  not  agree  with  the  report  given  in,  for 
he  felt  that  neither  it  nor  any  of  the  speeches  had  struck  the  right  tone  on  the  sabjeet^ 
He  thought  the  report  should  also  have  included  paragraphs  on  systematic  asking 
and  systematic  spending  for  Christ;  for  he  waa  persuaded  a  great  reformation  was 
needed  in  the  way  in  which  money  was  spent  in  the  Chureh  of  God.  They  put  it  too 
often  into  a  bag  with  holes,  out  of  which  the  money  ran.  The  erecting  of  high  apirea 
to  churches,  and  the  putting  in  of  painted  windows,  even  in  the  Free  Churdb,  and  ao 
on,  he  regarded  as  nothing  else  than  a  ministering  to  the  lusts  of  the  flesh  and  of  the 
eye ;  and  unless  reformation  were  applied  to  that,  they  would  not  make  moeh 
progress. 

Bemarks  were  also  made  on  the  subject  by  Mr.  Howie,  Bcolefeehan,  and  Jf  r. 
Watson,  elder — the  latter  advocating  the  training  of  the  young  to  give  to  the  Lord. 

Tbe  report  was  then  adopted. 
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Sir  HBNBT  MONCBEIFF  Mked  the  leave  of  the  Honse  for  Br.  Gather,  London, 
the  founder  and  secretary  of  the  Chrietian  Leagne  Byetematic  Beneficence  Society, 
to  make  a  atatement  on  the  evhject  not  exceeding  twenty  minntes  in  length. 

Mr.  TH0M80K,  Edinbargh,  conaidered  this  an  irregularity,  and  pointed  out 
thai  they  had  yet  a  large  amonnt  of  bosiness  to  go  through.  Besides,  Dr.  Gather 
was  a  person  Uiat  nnmbers  of  them  knew  nothing  abont 

Dr.  ADAM  asked  if  it  was  the  committee  who  had  inTited  Dr.  Gather  here. 

Sir  HBNRT  MONGREIFF  said,  he  took  the  responsibility  of  making  the  pro- 
poaaL  He  thonght  that  Dr.  Gather  being  present^  it  would  be  discourteous  not  to 
hear  him. 

Dr.  GATHER  said — I  hare  thrown  into  writing,  and  the  form  of  questions  and 
answers,  the  atatonent  which  I  have  to  make,  because  T  am  solicitous  that  nothing 
of  importance  may  be  omitted,  natwithstanding  the  compression  which  is  necessary 
in  this  address.  1.  The  first  of  these  questions  is,  Wliat  is  the  object  of  the  mem- 
ber* of  the  Ghristian  League  in  this  appeal  to  you  as  the  Supreme  Gourt  of  an 
honoured  )part  of  the  Ghurch  of  Ghrist  1  We  answer,  it  is  twofold.  First,  the  com* 
pleiion,  so  ftr  as  may  be,  of  the  task  in  which  we  hare  been  engaged  for  so  many 
yean — ^ris.,  the  unirersal  adoption  and  praetiee  by  the  membership  of  all  Gburchea 
of  the  principle  of  systematic  beneficence.  But  we  are  persuaded  that  this  most 
important  result  will  best  and  moat  quickly  be  secured  by  the  accomplishment  of 
our  second  object^  in  which  it  is  of  necessity  included.  This  second  object  i8,'the 
manifeated  unity  of  all  Beformed  BTangelieal  Ghurches.  By  this  we  do  not  mean 
uniformity — whether  Episcopal,  Presbyterian,  Gongregational,  or  Methodist — nor 
amalgamation,  fusion,  or  union,  but  the  mutual  ecclesiastical  recognition  of  all  the 
tme  parts  of  tiie  Ghurch  Gatholie— t.e,  of  those  who  hold  the  HcmI,  and  are  sgreed 
on  the  essentials,  properly  so-called,  of  Scriptural  Ghristianity,  and  the  initiation  of 
soch  honourable  relations  and  helpful  fellowship  and  co-operation  in  the  world's 
erangelisation  as  will  result  therefrom.  2.  The  second  question  we  hare  to  answer 
is,  "  By  what  method  do  you  propose  to  show  this  glorious  object  may  be  attained  ?" 
We  answer — By  the  induction  and  authoritatlTe  definition  by  all  tme  parts  of  the 
Church  of  Ghrist  of  those  essentials  of  Gatholic  Ghristianity  on  which  they  are  and 
muat  be  in  harmony,  and,  what  is  necessarily  implied  therein,  the  equally  autho- 
ritatire  declaration  that  all  things  else  are  mattera  of  Ghristian  liberty.  Such  defi- 
niUona  as  are  the  desiderata  of  catholic  thought,  will,  we  respectfully  submit,  be 
likely  to  be  substantially  somewhat  as  follows : — L  The  risible  Gatholic  Ghurch  is 
the  sum  of  all  tme  particular  Ghurches — i.c.,  of  all  Beformed  Eyangelical  Ghurches 
at  leaatk  II.  The  uidty  of  all  tme  particular  Ghurches  would  consist  in  their  common 
loyalty  to  Ghrist»  their  tme  agreement  in  all  essentials,  and  their  mutual  recogni- 
tion aa  equally  parts  of  the  whole  Ghurch.  III.  The  essentials  agreement  in  which 
mnat  be  insisted  on  as  the  condition  of  mutual  recognition  will  be: — (1.)  The  fun- 
damental facta  of  revealed  religion.  1.  The  inspiration  and  sufficiency  of  the  Scrip- 
torea.  2.  The  Dijine  and  personal  agency  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  8.  The  personal 
and  saring  knowledge  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Ghrist  as  the  substance  of  Scripture ;  the 
teatimony  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  the  Son  of  God,  the  atoning  Saviour  of  the  world ;  and 
the  absolute  and  infinite  need  of  eveiy  human  being,  as  He  is  the  absolute  and 
infinite  supply  of  all  who  accept  Him.  4.  The  Trinity  in  unity  of  the  persons  of  the 
Godhead.  (11.)  Such  a  statement  of  essentials  must  include  also  the  vital  principles 
and  universal  laws  of  Ghristianity,  which  are  somewhat  as  follow : — 1.  Eyangelical 
worship  wi^out  uniformity.  2.  Ghristian  morals  without  casuistry.  8.  Brotherly 
co-operation  without  compromise.  4.  Systematic  beneficence  without  pressure. 
Lord  Bacon  has  profoundly  observed  that,  when  the  essentials  of  Ghristianity  are 
ascertained  and  defined  by  observation  and  instmction,  then  the  unity  of  the  Ghurch 
of  Ghrist  will  be  virtually  an  accomplished  fact^  because  all  the  tme  parts  of  it  will 
see  they  are  already  agreed  on  all  that  is  essential,  and  so  be  led  sorely  to  recognise 
and  love  each  other.  Is  it  not  just  as  clear  that,  when  once  systematic  beneficence 
is  defined  and  declared  with  one  consent,  as  it  is  already  coming  to  be,  as  one  of  the 
four  great  laws  of  catholic  Ghristian  and  Ghurch  life,  it  will  have  as  such  to  be 
Btudi^  and  mastered  along  with  and  taught  equally  as  the  other  three  great  prin- 
ciples of  doty  described  above  7  And  is  it  not  further  evident  that  such  catholic 
teaching  and  enforcement  in  all  parts  of  the  Ghurch  simultaneously  of  Bystematio 
beneficence  as  an  essential  law  of  practical  Ghristianity  would  result,  under  God, 
before  a  generation  passed,  in  the  general  practice  of  it  by  the  membership  of  all 
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Ch arches  ?  And  finally,  wheu  we  refleet  upon  the  eondltlon  of  oar  world,  with  one 
thoasand  millions  of  its  inhabitanta  still  Mohammedans  and  Pagaaa,  and  three 
hundred  millions  of  them  sunk  in  the  saperstitiona  of  the  Greek  and  Roman 
Churches,  and  only  one  hundred  milliona,  almost  at  the  end  of  the  nineteenth  een- 
tnry,  of  profcased  Protestant  Christiana,  ia  it  not  perfectly  plain  that»  if  oyer  thia 
dark  world  of  ours  is  to  be  eyangelised  at  all,  the  eombined  ageneiea  of  Reformed 
Christendom  and  its  whole  reaonrcea  and  systematio  beneficence  moat  be  deroted 
to  this  supreme  duty  1  Such,  then,  ia  our  plea  for  the  endearonr  to  aecure,  under 
the  Divine  blessing,  both  these  eonditions  of  success  in  obeying  the  too  long  on- 
fulfilled  command  of  our  great  and  common  Head  to  all  His  people, "  Go  ye  into  all 
the  world  and  preach  the  gospel  to  every  creature."  The  third  qneation  which  we 
now  ask  and  answer  is,  "  What  do  you  wish  the  members  of  this  Assembly  to  do  1  ** 
We  reply— 1.  We  ask  you,  as  members  of  thia  Court  of  Christ's  Church,  to  conaider 
and  accept,  if  it  approve  itaelf  to-you,  of  this  method  of  promoting  the  nnity  of  the 
Yiaible  Church  of  Christ  2.  To  use  your  influence  in  the  Church  to  aecore  the 
declaration  of  its  loving  readiness  to  recognise  all  other  evangelical  Churches  aa  parts 
of  the  Church  of  Christ  equally  with  itself,  and  to  hold  intercourse  with  them  aa 
Buch.  3.  That  a  fair  proportion  of  the  ministers  and  members  of  this  Churchy  aa  of 
other  Churches,  may  join  the  Christian  League — which  is  a  temporary  aaaociation  of 
loyal  men  of  all  Churches — till  its  object  is  attained.  4.  That  a  generous  ahare  of 
the  needful  funds  to  carry  on  the  work  may  be  furnished  by  them — in  all  aboat 
£1400  a  year,  of  which  but  £200  are  asked  from  Scotland—and  that  in  the  apirit  of 
earnest  prayer  for  the  whole  Church. 

Dr.  ADAM!  said  that  had  he  known  the  character  of  the  paper  he  certainly 
should  have  had  great  doubts  in  agreeing  to  the  requeat  made  by  Sir  Henry. 

Mr.  THOMSON  hoped  it  would  be  a  lesson  to  the  Assembly. 

The  Assembly  recorded  their  thanka  to  Dr.  Gather  for  the  information  ha  had 
laid  before  them. 

BBPSESIMTATION  OF  PR1SBTTEBIE8. 

The  following  overture  from  the  Presbytery  of  Dalkeith  on  thia  subject  was 
tabled : — 

"  Whereas  the  representation  of  Presbyteries  in  the  General  Assembly  la  very 
generally  felt  to  be  too  large :  and  whereas,  from  the  increasing  number  of  congre- 
gations of  the  Free  Church,  and  prospective  addition  to  the  Church,  the  incon- 
venience will  be  still  more  deeply  felt :  it  Is  humbly  overtured  by  the  Free  Presby- 
tery of  Dalkeith  that  the  Venerable  the  General  Assembly  take  this  matter  into 
their  consideration,  with  a  view  to  determine  whether,  instead  of  the  present  arrange- 
ment,  one-fifth  would  not  afford  a  representation  more  suitable  to  the  altered  cir- 
cumstances of  the  Church." 

Mr.  KAY,  Dalkeith,  in  supporting  the  overture,  said  that  the  part  of  the  As- 
sembly Hall  set  apart  for  members  contained  accommodation  for  only  428,  but  at 
the  present  rate  of  representation^-of  one  in  three — the  number  of  members  would 
be  683,  which  left  255  without  any  accommodation  in  the  House  atalL  If  they  added 
the  Reformed  Presbyterians  they  would  have  a  total  of  755  members,  leaving  827 
without  accommodation.  The  number  of  chai*ge8  in  the  Free  Church  waa  947,  with 
colleagues  45,  Reformed  Presbyterians  congregations,  33 — total,  1030.  At  the  rate 
of  representation  suggested,  they  would  have  a  House  of  412  members,  which  waa 
only  16  less  than  the  number  of  sittings ;  but  as  space  had  to  be  reserved  for  foreign 
and  other  deputies,  the  House  would  alwaya  have  its  full  complement  The  num- 
ber of  members  at  present  made  it  extremely  inconvenient  for  business  to  be  tran- 
sacted in  a  comfortable  way,  and  some  change  was  absolutely  necessary.  Were  the 
Assembly  representation  less,  he  thought  the  ministers  and  elders  would  take  more 
interest  in  the  Synod  meetings.    He  moved — 

"  That  the  Assembly  instruct  their  clerks  to  prepare  an  overture  in  accordance 
with  the  overture  for  transmission  to  Presbyteries  under  the  Barrier  Act" 

Mr.  BANNERMAN,  Dalkeith,  seconded  the  motion. 

Dr.  WILSON  said  he  agreed  very  cordially  with  the  object  of  the  overture.  The 
matter  was  one  of  pressing  necessity,  for  it  was  not  seemly  that  one-half  of  the 
members  should  be  obliged  to  stand  whenever  any  important  subject  came  on  for 
discussion.  Want  of  accommodation  had  also  been  made  an  excuse  for  non-attend- 
ance.   He  thought  it  had  been  arithmetically  proved,  nnleaa  they  altered  the  eon- 
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■Iraction  of  the  hall,  the  form  of  which,  he  thooght,  was  extremely  oonTenlent,  that 
one-fifth  should  be  the  repreeentations. 

Sir  HENRT  MONOREIFF  did  not  think  they  could  dispose  of  sneh  an  orertare 
so  decidedly  at  this  meeting.  The  subject  was  a  difficult  one.  He  thought  there 
ahould  be  a  remit  to  a  committee,  instead  of  coming  that  day  to  a  decision  on  a 
aingle  OTertore  from  a  single  Presbytery. 

Dr.  THOMAS  SMITH  snd  Dr.  ADAM  agreed  with  the  view  held  by  Sir  Henry 
Monereiff,  that  a  committee  of  the  Assembly  should  be  appointed  to  look  into  the 
matter,  and  giro  some  wise  recommendations. 

Principal  RAINT  regarded  the  sending  down  of  an  overture  as  a  rational  way  of 
testing  the  mind  of  the  Church  in  the  present  circumstanceB.  But  if  there  was  a 
doubt  as  to  the  wisdom  of  this  strong  step  being  taken  by  this  diet  of  the  Assembly, 
he  concurred  in  the  proposal  to  appoint  a  committee  to  consider  the  subject,  to  send 
down  information  to  the  Preflbyteries,  and  to  get  their  suggestions  in  regard  to  it 

Sir  HENRY  MONCREIFF  said  it  was  not  necessary  to  arriye  at  an  absolute 
conclusion  on  the  subject  of  the  amount  of  the  representation.  They  need  only  ask 
the  Presbyteries  what  Uiey  thought  on  the  subject,  and  when  they  stated  what  the 
amount  of  representation  should  be,  they  could  frame  an  oyerture,  and  conyert  it 
into  an  Interim  Act    They  might  thus  lose  no  more  time  tlian  in  the  other  way. 

Mr.  KAY  withdrew  his  motion,  and  the  Assembly  Arrangements'  Committee 
was  appointed  to  prepare  a  remit  to  Presbyteries  in  accordance  with  the  suggestion 
of  Sir  Henry  Monereiff. 

THB  JUDICIAL  FUNCTIOKS  OF  THE  ASSEMBLT. 

The  following  overture  from  the  Presbytery  of  Dunfermline  was  submitted : — 
''YThereas  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  the  judicial  functions  of  the  Qeneral 
Assembly  as  the  supreme  court  of  appeal  should  be  discharged  after  due  delibera- 
tion ;  and  whereas,  on  account  of  the  increasing  business  of  the  General  Assembly, 
there  is  much  danger  of  undue  haste  in  deciding  cases  presenled  for  review ;  it  is 
humbly  overtored  by  the -Free  Presbytery  of  Dunfermline  to  the  Yenerable  the 
Qeneral  Assembly  of  the  Free  Church  of  Scotland  that  they  take  the  whole  subject 
into  their  consideration,  and  appoint  a  committee  to  inquire  and  report  to  the 
Qeneral  Assembly  of  the  following  year  whether  it  would  be  advisable  that  all  such 
cases  be  referred  in  the  first  instance  to  a  judicial  committee  regularly  appointed 
by  the  Church,  who  shall  report  their  decision  for  approval  by  the  Assembly,  or 
that  they  do  otherwise  for  the  object  what  to  their  wisdom  may  seem  best." 

Mr.  JENKINS  supported  the  overture,  dwelling  upon  the  evils  and  dangers  of 
the  present  system,  and  the  scandals  it  created. 

Dr.  THOMAS  SMITH  moved  that  they  appoint  a  committee,  with  Sherifi 
Campbell  as  convener,  to  consider  the  subject  and  report 

In  the  discussion  that  took  place,  all  seemed  to  be  agnreed  that  the  present  sys- 
tem is  the  worst  possible,  but  that  the  constitution  of  the  Church  presents  great 
difficulty  in  the  way  of  a  change. 

Sir  HENRY  MONCREIFF  quite  agreed  that  there  were  evils  connected  with 
the  present  system.  The  evils  required  consideration,  and  he  thought  some  arrange- 
ment might  be  come  to  that  in  eases  involving  deposition  it  should  be  by  a  laiger 
proportion  of  Assembly  than  a  bare  miyoriiy.     He  seconded  the  motion. 

Sheriff  CAMPBELL  said  the  decisions  of  the  Presbyterian  Churches  showed 
large  charity  in  all  cases  of  discipline  that  came  before  them.  This  was  the  opinion 
of  some  of  the  most  eminent  judges  and  advocates.  It  was  not  unreasonable  that 
they  should  exercise  great  leniency,  but  this  could  go,  and  had  in  some  cases  gone, 
too  far,  and  it  was,  he  thought,  now  necessary  that  some  change  should  be  effected. 
He  bad  known  cases  in  which  there  was  a  good  deal  of  canvassing  on  the  psrt  of 
the  friends  of  the  aoensed  for  a  favourable  vote,  or  if  thst  could  not  be  given  for 
abstention  from  voting.  If  they  could  possibly  have  a  system  that  was  better  they 
ought  to  have  it.  The  thing  wss  difficult  to  manage.  In  appointing  a  judicial 
eommittee  as  jury,  they  might  be  charged  with  packing  it 

Dr.  THOMAS  SMITH  said  they  must  allow  the  accused  the  privilege  of 
challenge. 

Principal  RAINY  said  they  had  no  doubt  the  power  In  a  constitutional  way,  and 
through  the  Barrier  Act,  to  put  in  force  a  system  applying  the  principles  of  law  to 
facts  proved  by  the  evidence.    But  he  was  inclined  to  think  any  inquiry  by  a  com- 
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mittee  wonld  not  come  to  moob.  They  would  need  to  hare  the  inqnirj  set  on  foot 
in  an  authoritatlTe  way,  and  the  committee  now  proposed  might  hardly  hare 
sufficient  aathority.  The  present  system  cherished  a  loose  feeling,  he  said,  in  the 
decision  of  such  cases,  which  operated  too  mach  in  faTOor  of  the  accused.  He  did 
not  think  there  was  an  adequate  sense  of  the  scandalous  and  inezensable  wickedness 
of  jodges  in  a  case  dealing  with  facts  or  cases  in  the  way  described  by  Sheriff 
Campbell  or  allowing  themseWes  to  be  dealt  with  by  friends  of  the  aeeased  party. 
He  was  a  traitor  to  duty  and  oonscienoe  who  allowed  himself  to-be  tampered  with  by 
parties  interested.  The  only  apology  was  that  a  lax  system  suggested  a  careleai 
habit  of  mind ;  and  the  only  comfort  was  thst  after  all  there  was  a  great  desire  to 
do  right,  and  also,  that  at  all  erents  there  was  no  disposition  to  bei^  too  hard  on 
the  accused.  There  was  a  rery  stringent  obligation  to  reriBO  their  method.  Some 
system  might  possibly  be  deyised  for  having  the  facts  ascertained  by  a  jury,  saljeet 
to  specific  re?iew  on  allegation  of  the  finding  being  contrary  to  the  eridenee.  A 
general  appeal  on  law  and  facts  together  to  the  Assembly  wonld  be  unsatisfaotoiy. 
There  was,  he  went  on  to  say,  a  feeling  that  a  decision  of  the  Assembly  had  great 
weight  in  the  Ghnreli,  and  it  was  important  that  the  committee  shonld  consider  how 
a  new  tribunal  could  haye  the  same  weight  in  the  Chorch  and  with  the  eommnnitj* 
The  motion  to  appoint  the  oommittee  was  agreed  to. 

EMFLOTMXHT  OF  OOUHBILi 

An  oyertnre  from  the  Presbytery  of  Damblane,  setting  forth  that  mach 
inconyenience  had  been  experien^d  in  the  conduct  of  cases  of  discipline  in  the 
courts  of  the  Free  Chnrch  owing  to  the  want  of  the  aid  of  counsel  and  law  agenta« 
and  asking  the  appointment  of  a  committee  to  report  whether  it  would  be  adyisable 
that^  in  all  such  cases,  it  should  be  competent  to,  and  in  the  power  either  of  the 
prosecutor  or  of  the  accused,  to  obtain  the  professional  assistance  of  oounsel  and 
law  agents,  if  either  party  shonld  be  inclined,  was  departed  from,  aa  no  one  appeared 
in  support  of  it 

BBPOBI  or  rDBUOATION& 

Mr.  CUSIN,  Edinburgh,  gaye  in  the  report  on  this  subject  The  periodicals 
under  the  charge  of  the  committee  are  now  three  in  number — the  Monthly  Record, 
the  ChUdrtfCa  Record,  and  the  CkLdie  Record,  which  is  published  quarterly.  For 
1874-5  the  ayerage  monthly  circulation  of  the  Record  was  88,500,  being  the  largest 
circulation  to  which  It  had  oyer  attained.  Daring  the  past  year  it  has  increased  by 
1500,  and  now  stands  at  40,000.  The  same  satisfrkctory  report  falls  to  be  made 
regarding  the  ChUdren'a  Record.  Its  highest  circulation  was  stated  last  year,  when 
it  stood  at  00,000.  A  separate  additional  impression  of  10,000  monthly  was  at 
that  Ume  taken  by  the  English  Presbyterian  Church.  This  had  in  December  last 
increased  to  11,000,  when  it  was  discontinued  ;  that  Chareh,  in  prospect  of  the  con- 
templated Union,  haying  resolyed  to  issue  a  similar  publication  of  their  own.  There 
has  been  an  increase  of  8000  in  the  regular  issue,  which  is  now  08,000  monthly. 
Only  two  numbers  of  the  Qaelic  Record  had  appeared  previous  to  last  Assembly, 
and  the  circulation  reached  was  1600.  Since  then  it  has  appeared  regularly  every 
quarter,  and  it  has  reached  a  circulation  of  2495. 

On  the  motion  of  Principal  Raint,  seconded  by  Mr.  Boss,  Rothesay,  the  report 
was  approved  of,  the  committee  being  thanked,  and  the  publications  commended  to 
the  Church. 

xnriBOOuBsa  bktwjov  bistsb  qbjsbcbxl 

Dr.  WILSON  reported,  in  regard  to  the  conference  with  representatives  of  sister 
Churches,  as  to  whether  the  intercourse  should  be  by  deputies  or  corresponding 
members,  that  the  English  Presbyterian  Chareh  had  agreed  to  the  system  of  eor- 
responding  members.  The  meeting  was,  however,  so  thin  that  the  subject  dropped 
without  definite  agreement 

Dr.  RAINT  said  that  they  knew  the  English  Presbyterian  Church  were  going 
to  make  them  a  specific  proposal  on  the  subject 

Sir  HENRT  MONCREIFF  said  they  might  instruct  their  representaUves  to 
the  Irish  Presbyterian  Chorch  to  confer  with  representatives  of  that  Chareh  on  the 
subject  if  opportunity  offered. 

After  some  conversation,  the  subject  was  sent  again  to  the  Assembly  Amnge- 
menie*  Committee. 
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ASSEMBLY  ABBANOEMSMTS. 

The  report  of  the  Arrangements*  Committee  showed  that  the  income  receiyed 
for  tickets  was  £411,  and  from  congregations  for  Assembly  expenses  £622,  being 
£31  less  in  the  one  case  and  £55  more  in  the  other.  The  expenditure  this  year 
showed  a  considerable  dlminntion,  the  balance  in  the  bank  at  the  close  of  the  year 
being  £218. 

In  accordance  with  the  recommendation  of  the  report,  the  General  Assembly 
hereby  transmit  to  the  Presbyteries  the  following  overture,  in  terms  of  the  Barrier 
Act,  as  follows : — 

Whereas  the  requirement  of  Act  VII.  Assembly  1738,  with  respect  to  the 
election  of  Commissioners  by  Presbyteries  to  the  Assembly,  that  the  election  shall 
always  take  place  between  the  hours  of  one  and  eight  in  the  afternoon,  is  not  suited 
to  existing  circamstances  throughout  the  country,  the  General  Assembly,  with  consent 
of  a  majority  of  Presbyteries,  hereby  enact  and  ordain,  that  hereafter  the  election 
of  Commissioners  to  the  Assembly  by  any  Presbytery  shall  be  valid  if  made  between 
the  hour  of  eleyen  o'clock  forenoon  and  the  hour  of  eight  o'clock  in  the  evening. 

And  the  Assembly  convert  the  same  into  an  Interim  Act,  as  follows  : — 

Whereas  the  requirement  of  Act  YII.  Assembly  1738,  with  respect  to  the 
election  of  Commissioners  by  Presbyteries  to  the  Assembly,  that  the  election  shall 
always  take  place  between  the  hours  of  one  and  eight  in  the  afternoon,  is  not  suited 
to  existing  circumstances  throughout  the  countiy,  the  General  Assembly  enact  ad 
interim  that  hereafter  the  election  of  Commissioners  to  the  Assembly  by  any 
Presbyteiy  shall  bo  valid  if  made  between  the  hour  of  eleven  o'clock  forenoon  and 
the  hour  of  eight  o'clock  in  the  evening. 

The  Assembly  approve  quoad  ultra  of  the  report,  and  record  their  thanks  to 
the  committee,  especially  to  the  convener  and  vice-convener. 

The  Assembly  then  adjourned  at  4.  45,  to  meet  again  on  Monday  morning  at 
•eleven  o'eloek. 


MONDAY,  MAY  29. 

The  Assembly  resumed  its  sittings  today  at  eleven  o'clock — Dr.  Beith,  Stirling, 
Moderator  (in  the  absence  of  Dr.  M'Lauchlan). 

THE  TEMPERANCE  QUESTION. 

Mr.  CHARLES  COWAN  said  in  the  discussion  of  the  subject  of  intemperance 
on  Friday,  he  was  most  anxious  to  say  a  few  words  with  regard  to  the  conduct  of 
the  Govenunent  on  this  great  question.  He  would  not  have  occupied  five  minutes 
io  moving  that  petitions  to  lK>ih  Houses  of  Parliament,  and  a  memorial  to  the 
Treasury,  be  prepared  embodying  the  opinion  of  the  House,  as  he  thought  that  would 
have  been  exceedingly  useful  in  compelling  the  attention  of  the  Government  to 
this  terrible  question  of  intemperance.  He  observed,  however,  that  a  motion  of 
which  he  had  given  notice  on  the  subject  had  been  expunged  from  the  paper  since 
Saturday,  and  he  thought  thai  course  was  most  unusual  and  nncourteous  to  any 
member  of  the  House. 

Mr.  MELDRUM,  the  clerk,  said  that  it  was  usual  to  drop  notices  of  motion  after 
a  subject  had  been  discussed. 

Mr.  CHARLES  COWAN — The  motion  appeared  next  day,  and  it  must  have 
been  deliberately  expunged.  It  was  extraordinary  to  do  so  without  any  communi- 
cation with  the  mover. 

Mr.  MELDRUM — The  omission  of  the  motion  did  not  affect  Mr.  Cowan's  right 
to  move  it  if  otherwise  competent 

Mr.  CHARLES  COWAN  was  willing  to  accept  the  explanaUon  given,  but  he 
wished  now  to  know  if  an  opportunity  would  be  given  him  to  follow  the  course  he 
had  intimated  1" 

Dr.   MURRAY   MITCHELL  moved  that  the  House   allow  Mr.  Cowan  to 

Q 


242  DISESTABUSHMENT. 

make  the  motion,  if  there  was  no  technical  objection  barring  it  being  brongfat 
forvFard. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  WOOD,  Aberdeen,  mored  that  he  be  allowed  to  bring  it  forward 
at  the  close  of  the  basineas. 

Sir  HENRY  MONCBEIFF  stated,  as  an  objection  to  the  motion,  that  it  h*d 
not  come  forward  in  the  form  of  an  overtare  or  in  any  regular  way. 

Principal  RAINY  said  that  if  the  permission  asked  was  to  be  granted,  it 
should  be  made  clear  that  it  was  quite  exceptional,  aa  if  they  were  to  admit  notioea 
of  motions  as  the  means  of  introducing  new  busLness,  it  would  be  utterly  impossible 
to  carry  on  the  basiness  of  the  Assembly. 

Mr.  CHARLES  COWAN  stated  that  it  would  not  suit  him  to  take  np  thia 
matter  at  the  end  of  the  business,  and  he  would  bring  it  before  the  public  in 
another  way.  Mr.  Cowan  afterwards  gave  notice  of  the  following  motion : — **  That 
the  Assembly  considers  that  widely-spread  drunkenness  in  l^e  country  ia  the 
occasion  of  much  premature  and  often  violent  death,  of  degradation,  pauperism,  and 
lunacy,  and  crime,  with  heavy  and  increasing  taxation,  all  which  thxeatena  the 
dislocation,  if  not  the  dissolution,  of  the  social  system,  and  that  it  ia  the  duty  of 
Qovemment  to  devise  and  introduce  a  remedy." 

The  Assembly  allowed  ex  gratia  the  entertainment  of  this  motion. 

HXMOBIALS  BEaABDINO  DEOEABSD  inKISTBRfik 

The  Assembly  appointed  the  following  committee  to  prepare  suitable  minutes 
with  regard  to  certain  deceased  ministers  and  other  members  of  the  Church.  Dr. 
Murray  Mitchell,  Dr.  Rainy,  Dr.  Begg,  Dr.  Moody  Stuart,  and  Dr.  Wilson,  ministers, 
with  Messrs.  James  Balfour  and  David  Maclagan,  elders, — Dr.  Wilson  to  be 
convener. 

DISESTABLISHMXNT. 

The  following  overture  from  the  Presbytery  of  Garioch  was  read : — 

"  Whereas  it  has  already  been  affirmed  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  Free  Choreh 
of  Scotland,  that  the  two  Churches  established  by  law  in  this  land,  so  far  at  leaat  aa 
their  present  union  with  the  State  is  concerned,  are  Erastian  and  unscriptnral  in 
their  constitution — ^involve  gross  injustice,  foment  a  spirit  of  widespread  bittemeaa 
and  division— obstruct  right  and  longed-for  ecclesiastical  arrangements,  and,  through 
the  same  cause,  hinder  their  own  efficiency  and  usefulness  in  the  community :  it  is, 
therefore,  humbly  overlured  by  the  Free  Presbytery  of  Garioch  to  the  (General 
Assembly  of  the  Free  Chujrch  of  Scotland  to  take  this  subject  into  consideration, 
and  continue  to  send  forth  a  faithful  testimony  concerning  it." 

Overtures  on  the  same  subject  were  sent  from  the  Presbyteries  of  Deer,  Kinross, 
and  Lockerbie.  An  overture  from  the  Synod  of  Glenelg  was  also  read  anent  the 
appointment  of  a  Royal  Commission  to  inquire  into  the  ecclesiastical  atate  of 
Scotland. 

Sir  HENRY  MONCREIFF  said,  that  while  there  Were  notices  of  motion  about 
the  overtures,  there  was  no  notice  of  motion  about  the  overture  regarding  a  Royal 
Commission. 

Dr.  BEGG  said  there  might  be  some  one  here  to  support  the  latter  overture. 

Sir  HENRY  MONCREIFF  asked  if  there  was  any  present  to  support  the  over- 
ture about  a  Royal  Commission. 

No  one  responding  to  this  invitation. 

Dr.  BEGG  said  he  thought  he  was  entitled  to  say  a  word  or  two  about  the 
appointment  of  a  Royal  Commission.  He  was  very  strongly  in  favour  of  such  a 
Commission,  and  he  knew  that  many  in  Scotland  were  persuaded  that  anch  an 
appointment  might  tend  greatly  to  remove  difficalties  in  the  way  of  a  eomprehenaive 
union  of  Presbyterians  on  sound  principles ;  bat  he  regretted  that  in  other  quarters 
where  the  matter  ought  to  excite  more  interest,  very  little  interest  had  been  mani- 
fested in  it.  Of  course  he  reserved  his  right  to  renew  this  proposal  in  other  circum- 
stances, but  he  was  not  disposed  to  press  any  motion  on  the  subject  at  present  on 
the  attention  of  the  Assembly. 

Dr.  RAINY  moved  the  following  motion  on  the  overtures  anent  diseatabliahment 
in  accordance  with  the  notice  given  by  him : — "  The  General  Assembly  adhere  gene- 
rally to  the  deliverances  of  former  General  Assemblies  upon  this  subject ;  but  in 
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respect  that  this  Assembly  is  placed  in  special  circumstances  as  the  result  of  the 
interesting  proceedings  which  have  marked  its  meetings,  thej  find  it  inexpedient  to 
engage  in  discussion  at  this  time  with  a  view  to  any  more  specific  deliverance."  Dr. 
Btinj  then  said — It  will  naturally  appear  to  the  members  of  this  House  that  I  hare 
constructed  this  motion,  after  discussion  with  friends^  in  the  hope  for  reasons  assigned 
here,  in  the  special  circumstances  in  which  we  are  placed,  and  upon  the  ground  of 
these  circumstances,  to  supersede  discussion  on  this  question  at  this  Assembly,  and 
therefore  in  what  I  say  just  now  in  explaining  what  my  motion  means,  I  will  not  go 
into  the  merits  of  the  case,  under  the  idea  that  this  suggestion  may  be  consistent 
with  the  views  of  other  fathers  and  brethren  who  have  given  notices  of  motions.  Of 
course,  if  the  merits  are  to  come  on,  I  claim  my  right  to  lead  the  discussion.  And 
I  do  not  suppose  that  there  is  on  the  part  of  the  advocates  of  any  view  that  is  taken 
in  this  House  any  unwillingness  to  support  those  views,  and  to  discuss  on  the  floor 
of  this  House  the  various  topics  bearing  on  a  right  settlement  of  that  question. 
Certainly  I  would  be  the  last  to  indicate  that  on  the  part  of  those  who  are  in  favour 
of  disestablishment,  as  far  as  I  have  reason  to  know,  there  is  any  relaxation  of  opinion 
or  any  disposition  to  treat  the  question  as  a  question  of  diminished  or  diminishing 
importance.  Very  hr  from.  it.  But  we  have  all  felt  that  we  have  this  week  been 
placed  in  special  circumstances,  and  that  Qod  in  His  great  mercy  has  been  very  good 
to  us.  In  the  circumstances  in  which  we  are  placed,  those  who  take  the  view  set 
forth  in  my  resolution  have  a  feeling  of  its  being  undesirable,  unless  the  mind  of 
other  parties  In  the  Assembly  should  impose  upon  us  the  necessity,  at  this  stage  of 
the  Assembly's  proceedings,  to  bring  in  a  subject  on  which  there  would  be  animated 
discussion  and  considerable  difference  of  opinion  among  those  who  have  been  con- 
nected with  the  proceedings  in  which  we  have  been  engaged.  There  would  be  a 
difficulty  on  the  part  of  those  who  share  the  views  I  advocate  to  agree  with  any 
motion  that  might  be  interpreted  to  imply  that  this  General  Assembly  was  ashamed, 
or  was  retrogressing  from  the  opinions  of  former  Qeneral  Assemblies  on  this  subject. 
There  would  be  great  difficulty  to  get  them  to  agree  to  any  motion  that  implies  that. 
Therefore  my  motion  says,  '*  That  the  Assembly  adheres  to  the  deliverances  of  former 
General  Assemblies."  I  do  not  think  it  an  unfair  presumption  that  this  General 
Assembly  would  come  to  some  such  resolution  as  has  been  previously  passed.  I  do 
not  ask  any  one  to  say  it  is  certain,  but  that  it  is  not  an  unreasonable  presumption 
that  such  would  be  the  case,  so  far  that  without  agreeing  to  anything  that  is  not 
warranted  by  the  state  of  the  facts,  they  agree  to  this  motion  passing  without  a  vote, 
and  if  they  choose  dissent  on  the  record.  I  think  that  is  a  fair  statement  of  the 
position  which  we  desire  to  be  understood  as  holding.  One  word  in  regard  to  the 
other  motions.  In  regard  to  Sir  Henrj's  motion,  I  am  gratified  to  see  that  he  is 
anxious  to  treat  the  overtures,  and  those  who  agree  with  the  overtures,  with  all  due 
respect  It  would  be  seen  that  in  another  place  considerable  importance  has  been 
attached  to  etymological  considerations  in  the  construction  of  utterances  in  the 
Assembly,  and  I  am  inoNhed  to  betake  myself  to  etymology  in  connection  with  the 
statement  of  Sir  Henry  Moncrelff.  "  Respect"  comes  from  ''respicio"  and  it  may 
be  said  to  indicate  that  Sir  Henry  looks  at  the  overtures  and  their  promoters  over 
his  shoulder,  and,  I  rather  think,  over  the  left  shoulder.  In  regard  to  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Shaw,  of  Laggan,  when  I  read  it  there  occurred  to  my  remembrance  4he  cele- 
brated Mrs.  Grant  of  Laggan,  authoress  of  "  Letters  from  the  Mountains."  I  think 
we  have  here  a  kind  of  letter  from  the  mountains,  or  homily  from  the  mountains, 
admonishing  us  very  strongly  anent  our  duties  and  misdeeds  in  this  connection, 
and  all  I  can  say  is  that  I  feel  it  very  severely,  and  it  requires  all  the  respect  that 
Sir  Henry  bestows  upon  me  to  sustain  me  against  the  admonitions  of  Mr.  Shaw  of 
Laggan. 

Sir  HENRY  MONCREIPP  moved—'*  That  the  General  Assembly,  having  con- 
sidered  the  nature  of  these  overtures,  and  desiring  to  treat  them  with  due  respect, 
resolve  nevertheless  to  dismiss  them."  He  thought  that  they  should  take  care  not 
to  commit  themselves  to  anything  specific  in  allowing  any  motion  to  pass  with  a 
special  clause  such  as  that  the  '*  General  Assembly  adhere  generally  to  the  deliver- 
ances of  former  General  Assemblies  upon  this  subject,"  &c.  Looking  at  the  special 
characteristic  of  the  overtures  on  the  table,  it  was  necessary  that  any  motion  tliat 
was  set  against  that  should  be  very  decided.  He  held  that  the  Assembly  were  called 
upon  to  treat  with  respect  any  motion  that  came  from  the  parties  who  sent  up 
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these  overturei,  and  therefore  he  did  not  wish  to  deal  with  them  discourteoQalj. 
On  the  other  hand,  he  wished  to  put  it  on  record  very  decidedly  that  on  every 
ground  that  he  could  conceive  as  regards  the  interests  of  this  Church,  and 
as  regards  the  likelihood  of  what  might  occur  in  the  country,  they  were  called 
opon,  if  they  were  in  a  position,  to  discuss  the  question,  to  enter  a  very  decided 
protest  against  the  entertainment  of  these  overtures  in  the  present  circumstances. 
He  was  not  going  into  the  particulars  why  he  said  so.  If  this  subject  had  come  up 
at  the  ordinary  time  of  the  Assembly,  when  such  subjects  were  discussed,  he  doubted 
if  he  should  be  quite  willing  to  say  that  the  matter  should  be  allowed  to  pass  without 
a  vote.  He  did  not  think  they  were  warranted  in  assuming  for  certain  that  the 
Assembly  in  existing  drcumstances  would  agree  to  what  was  asked  in  these  overtures, 
or  would  come  to  a  deliverance  precisely  &e  same  aa  before.  In  present  circom« 
stances,  on  the  last  Monday  of  the  Assembly,  he  thought  they  might  be  allowed 
to  consider  a  motion  like  that  of  Dr.  Bainy  as  simply  leaving  matters  in  statu  quo. 
He  was  willing  that  matters  should  rest  rather  than  that  a  vote  should  be  taken 
on  the  last  Monday  of  the  Assembly,  which  would  not,  whatever  way  it  might  go, 
have  any  great  weight  in  the  circumstances  either  on  one  side  or  the  other.  Ho 
was  willing,  while  putting  his  motion  on  record,  to  allow  Dr.  Rainy's  motion  to 
pass  without  a  vote,  but  of  course  he  was  in  the  hands  of  the  House.  With  regard 
to  the  motion  of  Mr.  Shaw,  he  wished  to  say  he  hardly  thought  it  was  relevant  to 
the  proper  question  before  them.  Mr.  Shaw's  motion  introduced  the  idea  that 
such  questions  should  not  come  before  them  at  all,  and  he  rather  thought  it  im- 
plied an  admonition  to  members  of  the  House,  not  as  such,  but  as  acting  outside 
of  the  House.  If  that  were  intended  to  be  done,  it  should  come  up  in  another  form. 
He  did  not  see  how  the  Assembly  could  deal  with  that  motion  of  Mr.  Shaw's  at  alL 
What  he  wished  to  do  with  the  motions  was,  not  that  his  motion  should  be  put 
between  the  motion  of  Mr.  Shaw  and  that  of  Dr.  Rainy,  but  that  his  motion,  being 
put  against  Dr.  Rainy's,  the  latter  should  be  allowed  to  pass  without  a  vote. 

Mr.  BAIN;  Garioch,  said  that  though  they  had  had  such  tokens  of  the  Lord*8 
presence  as  had  been  vouchsafed,  it  seemed  to  him  questionable  whether  that  was  a 
reason  for  letting  alone  the  advereary.  When  they  looked  at  the  destructive  cha- 
racter of  the  Establishment  in  England 

Dr.  THOMAS  SMITH— If  the  discussion  is  to  go  on,  Dr.  Rainy  haa  a  right  to 
begin  it 

Mr.  SHAW,  of  Laggan,  had  given  notice  of  the  following  motion : — **  I,  Where- 
as the  great  business  of  true  gospel  ministers  is  to  preach  the  Word,  and  their 
highest  privilege,  as  well  as  their  special  duty  on  earth  like  that  of  the  apostles,  is 
to  give  themselves  continually  to  prayer  and  to  the  ministiy  of  the  Word,  and  to  be 
instant  in  season  and  out  of  season  in  the  blessed  work  of  winning  souls  and  feeding 
the  flock  of  Qod.  2,  Whereas  unnecessary  meddling  with  politics  is  out  of  the  way 
and  incongruous  with  the  sacred  office  of  the  ministry,  and  hence  discussing  such 
a  perplexing  political  question  as  disestablishment  should  rather  be  left  to  laymen. 
3,  Whereas  any  further  discussion  on  disestablishment,  especially  on  the  part  of 
xninisters,  is  not  only  utterly  uncalled  for  at  present,  but  is  sure,  like  the  Union 
controversy,  to  sow  strife  among  brethren  in  our  own  beloved  Church  who  do  not 
see  eye  to  eye  on  the  subject,  and  hence,  for  the  sake  of  peace  and  brotheriy  love, 
all  such  discussion  in  the  inferior  oohrts  or  elsewhere  should  be  discountenanced 
by  the  Supreme  Court.  Therefore  the  General  Assembly  resolve,  as  they  do  hereby 
resolve,  that  in  existing  circumstances  any  overture  for  disestablishment  shall  on  no 
account  be  approved  of  by  this  venerable  House."  Mr.  Shaw  said  his  motion  was 
very  carefully  written,  after  very  serious  and  solemn  consideration  of  the  matter 
several  days  before  he  left  Laggan,  so  that  no  other  person  belonging  to  this  As- 
sembly had  anything  to  do  with  it  whatever.  The  chief  reason  why  he  wrote  this 
motion  at  all  was  to  preserve  peace  and  harmony  in  the  Church.  He  did  not  agree 
with  the  learned  Principal,  especially  in  the  first  part  of  his  motion,  where  he  said 
the  General  Assembly  adhered  generally  to  the  deliverances  of  former  General 
AssembUes.  He  thought  that  should  be  left  ouu  For  his  part  he  did  not  wish  a 
single  word  left  out  of  his  own  motion.  He  did  not  think  there  was  a  single 
minister  or  elder  in  this  Church  who  would  not  most  cordially  agree  to  his  first  and 
m%jor  proposition,  and  he  thought  that  eveiy  member  of  the  Assembly  ought  to 
agree  to  hii  minor  proposition  too. 
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Dr.  ADAM  wished  to  know  whether  Mr.  Shaw  preBtsed  his  motion,  or  fell  In  with 
the  proposition  of  Dr.  Bainj  on  the  one  hand  or  Sir  Henry  Moncreiff  on  the  other  i 

Mr.  SHAW  said  he  could  not  possibly  agree  to  Dr.  Rainy 's  motion. 

Dr.  BEGG — I  hope  Mr.  Shaw  will  very  serioasly  consider  this  appeal.  We 
really  hare  no  Ume  to  discuss  this  important  question.  My  riews  in  regard  to  the 
great  principles  of  national  religion  I  need  not  say  are  unchanged,  but  I  sympathise 
with  the  reasons  given  by  Sir  Henry  Moncreiff  why  we  ought  not  now  to  go  into  a 
discussion  on  the  subject  however  important  it  is.  I  hope  Mr.  Shaw  will  be  satis- 
fied with  having  by  tabling  this  motion  expressed  his  views,  and  that  the  House  will 
now  be  allowed  to  proceed  with  the  very  important  business  waiting  to  be  taken  up. 

Mr.  SHAW  then  .said — In  view  of  the  earnest  appeals  made  to  me,  and  for  tlie 
sake  of  peace  and  harmony,  and  especially  after  the  most  interesting  and  heart- 
thrilling  event  which  took  place  in  this  House  on  Thursday  last — I  mean,  of  course, 
the  happy  Union  then  formed  between  ourselves  and  the  Reformed  Presbyterians, 
wliich  filled  every  heart  with  joy  and  thankfulness — I  shall  not  press  my  motion. 

Dr.  BEGG  then  seconded  Sir  Henry  Moncrelff's  motion,  and  Mr.  Cowan,  elder, 
seconded  Dr.  Rainy's. 

Dr.  JULIUS  WOOD  thought  the  two  motions  might  be  so  adjusted  as  to  pre- 
vent any  necessity  for  dissent  by  substituting  the  following : — 

**  That  the  General  Assembly  having  considered  the  nature  of  these  overturev, 
and  decided  to  treat  them  with  due  respect,  but  in  respect  that  this  Assembly  is 
placed  in  special  circumstances  as  a  result  of  the  interesting  proceedings  which 
have  maiked  its  meetings,  they  find  it  inexpedient  to  engage  in  a  discassion  at  this 
time  with  the  view  of  any  specific  deliverance,  leaving  out  the  word  '  more.' " 

Dr.  ADAM  could  not  possibly  acquiesce  in  that  motion.  The  Church,  he 
thought,  should  hold  very  decided  views  on  the  subject  of  disestablishment,  and  he 
considered  they  made  a  great  concession  in  allowing  the  motion  to  pass  without 
discussion.  Not  to  indicate  their  adherence  to  former  deliverances  woold  not  satisfy 
him ;  and  if  brethren  wished  to  avoid  agitation  they  must  have  a  clause  of  the 
kind  referred  to,  because  anylhing  that  indicated  a  shifting  of  their  ground  on  this 
subject  woold  lead  to  an  agitation  tluroughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  the  Church. 
They  could  not  expect  to  have  anything  like  harmony  if  they  adopted  a  motion 
such  as  Dr.  Wood  suggested. 

Sir  HENRY  MONCREIFF— After  what  Dr.  Adam  has  said  in  acquiescing  in 
the  passing  of  Dr.  Rainy*s  motion,  1  must  state  I  think  those  who  are  opposed  to 
tliat  clause  in  Dr.  Rainy's  motion  regarding  adherence  to  former  deliverances  are 
making  a  very  great  concession,  and  that  it  is  £or  the  interest  of  their  opinions  that 
there  should  be  a  discussion. 

It  was  thereupon  agreed,  without  a  vote,  that  Dr.  Rainy *s  motion  should  pass, 
and  Sir  Henry  Moncreiff  formally  dissented  from  the  judgment,  for  reasons  to  be 
given  in.    Dr.  Begg  and  others  adhered  to  Sir  Henry  Moncreiffs  dissent. 

WIDOWS*  ABD  OBFHAKB'  FUND. 

Mr.  ROBERT  GORDON  gave  in  the  Report  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Free  Charch 
Ministers'  Widows'  and  Orphans'  Fund  (Appendix  No.  XXIII.) 

Dr.  Julius  Wood  moved  that  the  report  be  received ;  which,  being  seccnded 
by  &ir.  William  Balfoub,  was  agreed  to. 

BOABD  OF  BXAIOKXBS. 

Mr.  ALEXANDER  WHYTE  presented  the  Report  of  the  Board  of  Examiners 
(Appendix  No.  XY.),  and  in  doing  so  added  a  few  words  about  a  rather  important 
and  delicate  matter.  They  had  men  of  all  degrees  of  intellectual  stamp  and 
efficiency  seeking  entrance  to  the  hall.  Of  course  they  could  not  weigh  the  spiri- 
tual gifts  of  men  for  this  work.  They  had  simply  to  examine  as  to  the  scholarship 
and  the  intellectual  proficiency  of  students  entering  or  going  out  of  their  hall. 
Sometimes  a  man  had  many  gifts  and  graces  for  the  ministry  who  was  entirely 
deficient  in  the  great  matters  this  Board  had  to  deal  with.  He  called  attention  to 
this  fact,  which  makes,  he  said,  the  Examining  Board  one  of  the  most  painful 
committees  he  had  ever  had  anything  to  do  with.  When  the  Board  had,  under  a 
painfal  sense  of  duty,  rejected  students,  these  had  only  to  bring  up  their  petitions 
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to  the  AsBembly  to  be  passed.  This  was  a  Teiy  serious  ixgnry  to  the  scholarship 
of  the  Free  Chnrch,  and  to  the  honour  of  their  students.  If  the  Assembly  was 
willing  to  lower  the  status  of  their  students  they  should  instmet  the  Board  to  that 
effect.  But  after  instructing  the  Board  to  deal  with  the  students  in  a  particular 
way,  to  admit  those  the  Board  could  not  pass,  by  sixes,  tens,  and  dozens,  was  a 
Tcry  serious  thing.  The  students  will,  he  said,  ignore  the  examinationa  of  the 
Board,  under  the  impression  that  if  they  stick,  they  will  get  in  at  the  hands  of  the 
Assembly.  He  asked  that  if  a  back  door  was  to  be  opened,  it  should  be  yery 
jealously  guarded,  so  as  to  prerent  a  deteriorating  Influence  on  the  state  of  the 
college,  the  temper  of  the  students,  and  ultimately  on  the  state  of  the  ministry. 

Mr.  THOMSON,  St.  Stephen^  mored  the  adoption  of  the  report.  In  regard 
to  what  was  said  by  Mr.  Whyte,  he  held  that  if  the  Assembly  appointed  a  Board 
they  should  support  that  Board.  It  might  be  questioned  whether  there  should  be 
a  Board  or  not,  but  as  the  Assembly  had  appointed  one,  its  dedsions  should  be 
respected  and  sustained. 

Mr.  JENKINS,  Boss,  seconded  the  motion.  He  sidd  that  they  could  not  expect 
Cfentlemen  to  perform  such  a  delicate  duty  as  was  deyoWed  upon  the  members  of 
the  Board  if  their  decisions  were  to  be  subsequently  set  aside. 

Br.  ADAM  thought  there  was  some  misunderstanding  about  this.  There  was, 
on  the  whole,  great  confidence  in  the  declalona  of  the  Board ;  but  the  question 
was  simply  this,  that  while  the  Board  was  doing  its  duty  according  to  the  instruc- 
tions giren  by  the  Church,  whether  parties  should  not  be  allowed  to  bring  forward 
any  exceptional  circumstances,  and  ha?e  their  cases  considered  by  the  Assembly  t 
They  could  suppose  cases  where  men  might  not  be  up  to  the  requirements  of  the 
Board,  but  yet  fully  qualified  for  the  ministry,  and  why  should  they  shut  the  door 
against  such  1  While  they  stood  up  for  a  high  curriculum  of  study,  it  should  be 
remembered  that  the  Church  had  suffered  great  loss  at  times  by  not  opening  the 
door  for  men  in  exceptional  circumstances.  He  joined  issue  with  the  convener  as 
to  the  number  of  cases  that  the  Church  had  taken  up  and  passed  in  face  of  the 
decision  of  the  Board. 

Dr.  THOMAS  SMITH  had  always  gone  in  strongly  for  maintaining  a  high 
standard  of  scholarship,  and  had  great  confidence  in  the  integrity  of  the  Board.  It 
was  because  he  held  that  the  examinations  should  be  high  that  he  endorsed  what 
had  been  said  by  Dr.  Adam  as  to  the  absolute  necessity  of  allowing  exceptional 
cases  to  be  fsYourably  considered.  It  was  perfectly  legitimate  for  the  Church  to 
insist  upon  a  high  standard  of  qualification,  but  he  did  not  dare  to  say  that  a  man 
should  be  preyented  from  entering  the  ministry  of  the  Church  because  he  had  fallen 
short,  for  example,  of  a  certain  standard  in  mathematics.  It  would  not  be  right  thai 
the  Church  should  lay  down  such  a  rule. 

Professor  BAINT  did  not  think  that  anybody  would  maintain  that  there  should 
be  no  room  for  considering  exceptional  cases ;  but  the  real  nature  of  dispute  was, 
that  under  the  shield  of  exceptional  cases  they  would  have  men  making  applica- 
tions of  this  kind,  not  that  they  were  men  under  peculiar  providential  circum- 
stances, or  of  remarkable  gifts,  but  men  who  might  scramble  through  under  the 
edge  of  the  attainments  that  the  Church  had  laid  down  as  indispensable.  These 
were  not  the  men,  or  class  of  cases,  in  connection  with  which  this  Church  would  do 
much  good. 

Professor  DOUGLAS  sympathised  with  the  convener  in  the  work  he  did  so 
well ;  but  there  was  a  very  considerable  number  of  those  cases  that  this  year,  aa  in 
former  years,  referred  to  one  class  of  subjects,  that  did  not  bear  upon  the  general 
action  of  the  Board  at  all — it  was  the  amount  of  Hebrew  required  before  entering 
the  Board.  Serious  complaints  on  the  part  of  students  and  Presbyteries  would 
continue  until  the  resolutions  laid  on  the  table  by  Mr.  Whyte  were  carried  into 
effect.  It  would  be  ruinous  to  the  Church  if  they  were  to  appoint  any  Board  with 
the  absolute  power  to  shut  out  men  from  the  halls  of  the  Church.  No  power  but 
the  Assembly  could  do  it.  They  would  strengthen  the  Board  very  much  by  making 
it  clear  that  there  was  a  large  discretionary  power  given  to  the  committee. 

Dr.  ELDER,  Bothesay,  thought  it  better  that  the  committee  along  with  certain 
aatasors  should  have  discretionary  power  to  deal  with  exceptional  cases  than  that 
they  should  be  taken  up  by  Presbyteries,  or  otherwise  disposed  of.  He  thought 
it  unreasonable  to  expect  that  all  their  young  men  should  at  any  particular  stagei  of 
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their  tiodlei  oome  up  to  the  same  BUndaVd,  eonBidering  the  great  difladvantages  under 
which  they  laboured  at  to  primary  education  in  many  districts.  He  had  always 
thought  that  the  committee  should  hare  instructions  to  take  such  circumstances  into 
account,  if  they  saw  evidenoe  of  capability  and  progress,  and  should  have  discre- 
tionary power  to  decide  accordingly. 

The  motion  approving  of  the  report  was  then  adopted. 

OUlTNINaHAH  LEOTaBESHIP. 

The  Assembly  appointed  the  following  to  be  members  of  the  Council  for  the  Cun- 
ningham Lectureship : — Sir  Henry  Moncreiff,  Dr.  Fairbaim,  minister  at  Kewhaven, 
Hr.  Main,  minister  at  Edinburgh;  Mr.  John  Cowan,  and  Mr.  Bayid  Maclagan, 
elden. 

IHTEMPBBANCB. 

The  Assembly  allowed  the  Committee  on  Overtures  to  meet  at  the  close  of  this 
sederunt,  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  and  transmitting  an  overture  on  the  subject 
of  intemperance  from  members  of  the  House. 

JUDICIAL  TUNCnONS  OF  THE  OBUBCH. 

The  Assembly  appointed  the  following  members  to  be  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
cial Functions  of  the  Church,  viz.,  The  Clerks  of  Assembly,  Dr.  Begg,  Dr.  Adam,  Dr. 
Thomas  Smith,  Dr.  Rainy,  Mr.  Wood,  minister  at  Elie,  Mr  Jenkins,  minister  at  Col- 
roM,  with  Sheriff  Campbell,  Sheriff  Heriot,  Mr.  Brown-Douglas,  and  Mr.  John 
Cowan,  elderB,->Sir  Henry  Moncreiff  to  be  convener." 

^  CONVEBSION  OV  TRS  JEWS. 

With  reference  to  the  Keport  on  the  Conversion  of  the  Jews,  the  Assembly  agree 
to  the  addition  to  the  deliverance  of  the  following  words : — 

"  Further,  the  General  Assembly  record  their  grateful  acknowledgment  of  the 
moat  valuable  services  rendered  to  their  mission  schools  at  Pesth  by  Superintendent 
Torok  during  the  long  period  of  years  since  their  commencement,  and  in  a  very 
apecxal  manner  during  the  past  year." 

CASES  OF  STUDENTS. 

Mr.  LAIDLAW,  Aberdeen,  submitted  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Cases 
of  Students.  With  reference  to  nine  of  these  who  had  failed,  they  requested  that 
their  first  year's  attendance  on  the  class  should  be  counted  as  part  of  their  curricu- 
lum. They  did  not  recommend  them  to  grant  in  the  case  of  any  one  of  them  any 
remittance  of  the  entrance  examination,  but  they  recommended  that  the  year  be 
counted  on  the  condition  that  they  passed  the  entrance  examination  at  their  first  meet- 
ing. They  also  recommended,  in  view  of  the  increasing  number  of  exceptional  cases 
brought  from  year  to  year  under  the  notice  of  this  committee,  the  Assembly  to  ap- 
point a  committee  to  consider  the  whole  subject  of  the  Entrance  Board  examination, 
with  special  reference  to  the  examination  in  Hebrew,  and  report  to  the  November 
meeting  of  Commission. 

Mr.  J.  LAING,  a  member  of  the  committee,  slated  hi»  dissent  to  the  finding  of 
the  committoe,  on  the  grounds  that  there  was  no  reason  for  withdrawing  these  cases 
from  the  scope  of  the  ordinary  law  of  the  Church ;  that  such  decisions  were  dis- 
couraging, and  bore  injuriously  upon  the  interests  of  both  students  and  the  Church, 
and  that  they  were  unfair  to  students  who  had  failed  in  their  examination,  and  yet 
conscientiously  submitted  to  the  decision  of  the  Board. 

Mr.  WELSH,  Broughton,  supported  Mr.  Lang's  dissent.  He  said  he  would  be 
the  last  man  in  the  Church  to  think  that  every  minister  of  the  gospel  ought  to  pass 
through  the  Examination  Board.  It  was  very  important  that  they  should  liave  a 
learned  clergy,  and  for  that  purpose  they  should  have  that  Board,  but  there  should 
also  be  means  of  admitting  men  who  stood  in  an  exceptional  position.  Taking  the 
case  of  Hugh  Miller  as  an  illustration,  in  his  youth  he  did  not  learn  Latin,  but  when 
he  grew  up,  with  his  great  mind  he  set  himself  to  the  study  of  English  literature, 
and  who  would  not  be  ready  to  admit  that,  if  he  had  felt  himself  called  when  a  boy 
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io  engage  in  the  work  of  the  minUtiy,  the  Ghnreh  wonld  hftye  been  honoured  bj 
him,  although  he  had  not  read  a  word  of  Latin.  There  ahoald  be  an  opening  in 
this  direction,  bat  those  who  after  going  tluroogh  the  art  claaaea  were  unable  to  oome 
up  to  the  minimam,  proved  that  they  wanted  those  ordinary  capacities  which  were 
very  important  for  the  ministry.  The  fact  that  there  were  nine  of  these  studenta 
coming  forward  showed  that  there  was  nothing  special  in  their  cases. 

Br.  ADAM  drew  attention  to  the  fact  that,  while  the  Church  required  a  certain 
amount  of  Hebrew,  it  had  made  no  proTision  for  the  teaching  of  it^  and  in  conae- 
quence  the  students  were  placed  in  great  difficulty. 

The  decision  of  the  Assembly  was  as  follows  :^- 

The  Assembly  approre  generally  of  the  Beport,  and  in  accordance  therewith, — 

In  the  case  of  Mr.  David  Macdonald,  M.A.,  student,  the  General  Assembly,  on 
the  Beport  of  their  Committee,  with  acquiescence  of  parties,  grant  the  petition  io 
the  effect  that  Mr.  Macdonald's  attendance  on  the  classes  during  the  session  1875-76 
be  held  to  count  as  his  first  year's  attendance  in  the  regular  curzicnlum,  on  condi- 
tion of  his  passing  the  entrance  examination  next  year. 

In  the  case  of  Mr.  J.  T.  Bobertson,  student,  the  General  Assembly,  on  the 
Beport  of  their  Committee,  with  acquiescence  of  parties,  grant  the  petition  that  Mr. 
Bobertson's  attendance  at  the  Hall  during  session  1875-76  be  held  to  count  as  a 
regular  session,  on  condition  of  his  passmg  the  entrance  examination  before  next 
session. 

In  the  case  of  Mr.  John  Ferguson,  student,  the  General  Assembly,  on  the 
Beport  of  their  Committee,  with  acquiescence  of  parties,  grant  the  petition  that  Mr. 
Ferguson's  attendance  at  the  Hall  during  session  1875-76  be  held  to  count  aa  a 
regular  session,  on  condition  of  his  passing  the  entrance  examination  before  next 
session. 

In  the  case  of  Mr.  Andrew  Murray,  student,  desiring  to  take  menee  from  the 
Presbytery  of  Edinburgh,  the  General  AsAembly,  on  the  Beport  of  their  Committee, 
with  acquiescence  of  parties,  authorise  the  Presbytery  of  Edinburgh  to  take  Mr. 
Murray  on  trial  for  licence  in  the  usual  way. 

In  the  case  of  Mr.  David  Bisset,  M.A.,  student,  the  General  Assembly,  on  the 
Be.port  of  their  Committee,  with  acquiescence  of  parties,  grant  the  prayer  of  the  peti- 
tion, to  the  effect  that  he  again  submit  to  a  Boud  examination  in  Hebrew  suitable 
to  tJie  progress  he  has  made  in  his  studies,  and  upon  his  passing,  the  attendance  of 
last  year  shall  stand  as  the  first  year  of  his  ordinary  course. 

In  the  case  of  Mr.  Bobert  Scott,  M.A.,  student,  the  General  Assembly,  on  the 
Beport  of  their  Committee,  with  acquiescence  of  parties,  grant  the  prayer  of  the  peti- 
tion, to  the  effect  that  he  again  submit  to  a  Board  examination  in  Hebrew  suitable 
to  the  progress  he  has  made  in  his  studies,  and  upon  his  passing,  that  his  attendance 
last  year  shall  count  as  the  first  regular  session  of  his  course. 

In  the  case  of  Mr.  James  3cott,  student,  Glasgow,  the  General  Assembly,  on  the 
Beport  of  their  Committee,  with  acquiescence  of  parlies,  grant  the  prayer  of  the 
petition  of  the  Free  Presbytery  of  Glasgow,  In  consideration  of  the  large  experience 
he  has  already  gained. 

In  the  case  of  Mr.  James  H.  Mackenzie,  student,  the  General  Assembly,  on  the 
Beport  of  their  Committee,  with  acquiescence  of  parties,  refuse  the  petition  that  the 
attendance  of  the  session  1875-76  be  considered  as  that  of  the  first  year  of  aregalar 
course. 

In  the  case  of  Mr.  David  Brown,  student,  the  General  Assembly,  on  the  Report 
of  their  Committee,  with  acquiescence  of  parties,  sustain  the  prayer  of  the  petition  of 
the  Free  Presbytery  of  Glasgow,  to  allow  the  two  sessions  of  1874-75  and  1875-76 
to  count  as  regular  sessions. 

In  the  case  of  Mr.  Malcolm  Fisher,  it  was  moved  and  seconded,  that  the  General 
Assembly,  on  the  Beport  of  their  Committee,  wiUi  acquiescence  of  parties,  grant  the 
petition  of  the  Free  Presbytery  of  Glasgow,  on  condition  of  his  passing  the  Board 
examination  in  Greek  before  next  session,  and  a  Board  examination  in  Hebrew  soit- 
able  to  the  progress  he  has  made  in  his  studies.  It  was  also  moved  and  seconded, 
that  the  Assembly  refuse  the  prayer  of  the  petition.  By  a  show  of  hands,  it  was 
found  that  there  was  a  majority  for  the  first  motion.  Wherefore  the  General  Aasem- 
bly  grant  the  petition  of  the  Free  Presbytery  of  Glasgow,  on  condition  of  his  panin^ 
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the  Board  examination  in  Greek  before  next  eeesion,  and  a  Board  examination  in 
Hebrew  aoitable  to  the  progress  he  has  made  in  his  stadies. 

In  the  case  of  Mr.  George  Booth,  the  General  Assembly,  on  the  Report  of  their 
Committee,  with  acqaiescence  of  parties,  refuse  the  prayer  of  the  petition. 

In  the  case  of  Mr.  George  G.  F.  M'Leod,  student,  the  General  Assembly,  on  the 
Beport  of  their  Committee,  with  acquiescence  of  parties,  grant  the  prayer  of  the 
memorial  as  regards  counting  last  session  as  part  of  his  regular  theological  course, 
but  require  him  to  pass,  a  Board  examination  in  Hebrew  suitable  to  the  progress  he 
has  made  in  his  studies. 

In  the  case  of  Mr.  D.  J.  Kicolson,  student,  it  was  moyed  and  seconded,  that  the 
General  Assembly,  on  the  Report  of  their  Committee,  with  acquiescence  of  parties, 
grant  the  petition  as  regards  counting  the  session  as  one  of  regular  attendance,  on 
condition  of  the  student  passing  at  next  entrance  Board  examination  in  Latin,  and 
a  Board  examination  in  Hebrew  suitable  to  the  progress  he  has  made  in  his  studies. 
It  was  ^0  moved  and  seconded,  that  the  Assembly  refuse  the  prayer  of  the  petition. 
By  a  show  of  hands,  it  was  found  that  there  was  a  majority  for  the  first  motion. 
Wherefore  the  General  Assembly  grant  the  petition  as  regards  counting  the  session 
aa  one  of  regular  attendance,  on  condition  of  the  student  passing  at  next  entrance 
Board  examination  in  Latin,  and  a  Board  examination  in  Hebrew  suitable  to  the 
progress  he  has  made  in  his  studies. 

in  the  case  of  Mr.  Alexander  Todd,  student,  the  General  Assembly,  on  the 
Beport  of  their  Committee,  with  acquiescence  of  parties,  authorise  the  Presbytery  of 
Glasgow  to  proceed  in  this  case  according  to  the  craye  of  the  Foreign  Missions  Com^ 
miitee. 

In  the  case  of  Mr.  James  H.  Allan,  probationer  of  the  English  Presbyterian 
Church,  who  desires  to  be  admitted  as  a  probationer  of  the  Free  Church,  and  that  in 
this  case  the  year's  probation  required  by  the  Act  of  Assembly,  1850,  be  dispensed 
with,  the  General  Assembly,  on  the  Beport  of  their  Committee,  with  acquiescence  of 
partiea,  agree  to  admit  Mr.  Allan  as  a  probationer  of  this  Church,  and,  according  to 
his  request^  dispense  with  the  year  of  probation. 

In  the  case  of  the  Rey.  James  Stockdale,  formerly  of  the  Baptist  connection, 
who  applies  for  admission  to  the  ministry  of  the  Free  Church,  supported  by  the 
eordial  recommendation  of  the  Presbytery  of  Edinburgh,  the  General  Assembly,  on 
the  Beport  of  their  Committee,  with  acquiescence  of  parties,  agree  to  admit,  and 
hereby  do  admit,  Bey.  James  Stockdale  as  a  minister  of  this  Church,  it  being  under- 
atood  that  Mr.  Stockdale  take  another  session  at  the  Uniyersity,  under  direction  of 
the  Presbytery  of  Edinburgh. 

In  the  case  of  Mr.  John  Finlayson,  student,  who  has  attended  the  regular 
enrrienlnm,  but  who  has  not  submitted  himself  either  to  the  entrance  examination  or 
10  the  exit  examination,  and  craves  that  the  Presbytery  be  allowed  in  these  circnm- 
■tencea  to  take  him  on  trial  for  licence,  it  was  moved  and  seconded,  that  the  General 
Aaaembly,  on  the  Report  of  their  Committee,  with  acquiescence  of  parties,  grant  leave 
to  any  Presbytery  of  this  Church  to  take  Mr.  Finlayson  upon  probationary  trials,  on 
condition  of  his  having  paased  the  exit  examination  before  presenting  himself  to  be 
taken  on  trials  for  licence,  but  shall  not  be  eligible  for  settlement  in  a  charge  in  the 
Free  Church  without  express  leave  asked  and  obtained  from  the  General  Assembly. 
It  waa  also  moved  and  seconded.  That  the  Assembly  decline  to  grant  what  is  craved. 
After  reasoning,  it  was  agreed  to  take  the  vote,  and  the  votes  having  been  marked, 
and  the  tellers  having  reported,  it  was  found  that  65  had  voted  for  the  first  motion, 
and  50  for  the  second  motion,  so  that  the  first  motion  was  carried  by  a  minority  of 
15.    Wherefore  the  General  Assembly  decline  to  grant  what  ib  craved. 

Mr.  Main,  Mr.  Jenkins,  and  Mr.  Taylor  dissented  from  the  above  deliverance. 

In  Uie  case  of  Rev.  Thomas  Stewart,  applying  for  admission  to  the  Free  Church, 
the  General  Assembly,  on  the  Report  of  their  Committee,  with  acquiescence  of 
parties,  grant  the  application,  and  dispenses  with  the  year  of  probation. 

In  the  case  of  Rev.  J.  Tumbull,  minister  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  the 
Lower  Provinces  of  Canada,  requesting  admission  to  the  Free  Church  of  Scotland, 
the  General  Assembly,  on  the  Report  of  their  Committee,  with  acquiescence  of 
parties,  admit  Mr.  Tumbull  in  the  regular  way  to  the  ministry  of  this  Church. 

In  the  case  of  Rev.  £.  N.  B.  MilUrd,  a  minister  of  the  Baptist  denomination 
making  application  through  the  Presbytery  of  Edinburgh  to  be  admitted  to  the 
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miniBtry  of  this  Charcb,  the  General  Asseinbly,  on  the  Report  of  their  Committee, 
with  acqaiescence  of  parties,  understanding  that  Mr.  Millard  has  special  qoalifieatloiia 
for  employment  in  connection  with  the  Jewish  Mission,  or  the  Continental  Com- 
mittee, and  is  likely  to  be  so  employed,  admit  Mr.  Millard  as  a  minister  of  the  Free 
Church,  but  with  the  reservation  that  he  shall  not  be  eligible  to  a  charge  in  this 
country  without  the  express  leave  of  the  Assembly. 

In  view  of  the  increasing  number  of  exceptional  cases  brought  from  year  to  year 
under  the  notice  of  this  committee,  the  Assembly  appoint  a  Committee  to  eonaider 
the  whole  subject  of  the  Entrance  Board  Examination,  with  special  reference  to  the 
examination  in  Hebrew,  and  report  to  the  November  meeting  of  Commission, — ^the 
Committee  to  consist  of  Dr.  Rainy,  Dr.  Douglas,  Dr.  Brown,  Mr.  Laaghton,  and  Mr. 
Whyte. 

OOLLIAOUES  AND  BUCCESSOBS. 

Mr.  EDWARD  A.  THOMSON,  Edinburgh,  submitted  the  deliverances  on  this 
subject.  He  said,  the  committee  were  of  opinion  that  all  the  applications  should  be 
granted  were  it  possible.  There  was  only  one  difficulty  in  the  way,  and  that  waa, 
the  committee  regret  that  the  grants  applied  for  from  the  Aged  and  Infirm  Minia- 
ters*  Fund  exceed  in  amount  what  the  fund  will  at  present  afford.  The  total  gnnta 
asked  amount  to  £905,  while  the  amount  available  did  not  exceed  £750.  It  would, 
therefore,  be  necessary  to  suspend  some  of  the  grants  until  more  funds  were  svall- 
able,  and  it  would  be  for  the  Assembly  to  decide  whether  more  clamant  eases  of 
junior  ministers  should  be  placed  before  some  less  clamant  cases. 

Mr.  M'MICKINQ  suggested,  that  the  surplus  of  the  collection  for  the  ante-Dii- 
rnption  Ministers'  fund  of  last  year  should  be  devoted  to  this  object,  so  that  all  the 
applications  should  be  at  once  g^ranted.  This  was  agreed  to ;  and,  on  the  recommen> 
dation  of  the  committee,  the  following  deliverances  were  passed : — 

In  the  case  of  Rev.  Alexander  Beith,  D.D.,  Stirling,  who  is  seventy-seven  yearn 
of  age,  and  has  been  fifty-four  years  a  minister,  applying  for  a  grant  from  the  Aged 
and  Infirm  Ministers'  Fund  to  enable  him  to  retire,  the  General  Assembly,  consider- 
ing that  Dr.  Beith  is  certified  to  be,  by  reason  of  age  and  infirmity,  unable  fully  to 
discharge  his  ministerial  duties,  accede  to  the  application,  and  sanction  his  retiring 
from  the  active  duties  of  this  charge,  continuing  to  be  minister  emeriltn,  and  to 
retain  his  seat  in  the  Presbytery,  the  retiring  minister  to  have  a  grant  from  the. 
Aged  and  Infirm  Ministers'  Fund  of  £80,  from  the  Snatentation  Fund,  £60,  and* 
from  the  congregation,  £160 — together,  £800.  The  senior  minister  to  give  np  the 
manse. 

In  the  case  of  Rev.  James  Dmmmond,  Forgandenny,  who  is  seventy-seren  years 
of  age,  and  has  been  forty-eight  years  in  the  ministry,  applying  for  leave  to  call  a 
colleague,  and  for  a  grant  from  the  Aged  and  Infirm  Ministers*  Fund,  with  that  view, 
the  Qeneral  Assembly,  on  the  report  of  their  committee,  with  acquiescence  of  parties, 
considering  that  Mr.  Dmmmond  is  certified  to  be,  from  age  and  infirmity,  incapable 
of  folly  discharging  his  ministerial  duties,  accede  to  the  application,  and  aanetion 
the  calling  of  a  colleague,  on  the  footing  of  the  senior  minister  having  a  grant  from 
the  Aged  and  Infirm  Ministers'  Fund  of  £80  (his  present  grant  of  £30  ceasing) ; 
from  the  Sustentation  Fund,  £60,  and  the  manse;  the  junior  colleague  to  have  fnlm 
the  Sustentation  Fond  the  balance  of  the  equal  dividend  (at  present  £97),  and  ahare  of 
Burplus,  and  a  supplement  of  £80  from  the  congregation ;  and  also  on  the  footing  that, 
on  the  demise  of  the  senior  minister,  the  junior  minister  shall  not  be  entitled  to  the 
equal  dividend,  but  ahall  be  subject  to  the  provisions  of  Act  YIII.  of  1875,  by  whieh 
he  will  be  entitled  to  receive  from  the  Sustentation  Fund  £80  in  addition  to  the 
contributions  of  the  oongregation. 

In  the  case  of  Rev.  John  Thomson,  Prestonkirk,  who  is  seventy-three  years  of 
age,  and  has  been  forty-five  years  in  the  ministiy,  applying  for  leave  to  call  a  col- 
league, and  for  a  grant  from  the  Aged  and  Infirm  Miniaters'  Fund  with  that  view, 
the  Qeneral  Assembly,  on  the  report  of  their  committee,  with  acquiescence  of  par- 
ties, considering  that  Mr.  Thomson  is  certified  to  be,  from  age  and  infirmity,  nnable 
fully  to  discharge  the  duties  of  the  ministry,  accede  to  the  application,  and  sanction 
the  calling  of  a  colleague,  on  the  footing  of  the  senior  minister  having  a  grant  from 
the  Aged  and  Infirm  Ministers'  Fund  of  £80 ;  from  the  Sustentation  Fund,  £60, 
4b  supplement  of  £8  from  the  congregation,  and  the  manse,  or  £20  a  year  in  lien 
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thereof  if  he  leaves  it ;  the  junior  ooUeagae  to  have  the  balance  of  the  eqnal  dividend 
(£97  at  present),  share  of  sarplas,  and  soch  supplement  from  the  eongregation  as 
shall  make  np  his  stipend  to  £200«  with  £20  additional,  until  he  gets  the  manse. 

In  the  ease  of  Bev.  Simon  Fraser  M'Lauchlan,  Cawdor,  who  is  sixty-eight  years 
of  age,  and  has  been  forty-three  years  in  the  ministry,  applying  for  leare  to  call 
»  colleague,  and  for  a  grant  from  the  Aged  and  lufirm  Ministers'  Fund  with 
thai  Tiew,  the  General  Assembly,  on  the  report  of  their  committee,  with  acquies- 
cence of  parties,  considering  that  Mr.  M'Lauchlan  is  certified  to  be,  from  age  and 
infirmity,  nnable  fhlly  to  discharge  the  duties  of  the  ministry,  accede  to  the  applica- 
tion, and  sanction  the  calling  of  a  colleague,  on  the  footing  of  the  senior  colleague 
haying  a  grant  from  the  Ageid  and  Infirm  Ministers'  Fund  of  £70  (his  present  grant 
of  £30  ceasing),  from  the  Sustentation  Fund  £60,  and  from  the  eongregation,  £16, 
in  Ilea  of  the  manse,  which  he  gives  up ;  the  junior  colleague  to  have  the  balance  of 
equal  dividend  (£97  at  present),  and  share  of  surplus,  a  supplement  of  £80  from  the 
eongregation,  and  the  manse. 

In  Uie  case  of  Rev.  Hector  M'Neill,  Campbeltown,  who  is  sixty-nine  years  of  age, 
and  has  been  forty-one  years  in  the  ministry,  applying  for  leave  to  call  a  colleague, 
and  for  a  grant  from  the  Aged  and  Infirm  Ministers'  Fund  with  that  view,  the  Oeneral 
Assembly,  on  the  report  of  their  committee,  with  acquiescence  of  parties,  consider- 
ing that  Mr.  M'Neill  is  certified  to  be,  from  age  and  infirmity,  nnable  fully  to  dis- 
charge the  duties  of  the  ministry,  accede  to  the  application,  and  sanction  the  calling 
of  a  colleague,  on  the  footing  of  the  senior  colleague  having,  from  the  Aged  and 
Infirm  Ministers'  Fund,  a  grant  of  £70,  from  the  Sustentation  Fund  £60,  from  the 
congregation  a  supplement  sufficient  to  make  up  his  stipend  to  £220,  and  the  manse, 
ao  long  as  he  remains  in  Campbeltown ;  the  junior  colleague  to  have  the  balance  of 
the  equal  dividend  (£07  at  present),  and  share  of  surplus,  with  soch  supplement  from 
the  congregation  as  wiU  m^e  op  his  stipend  to  £300. 

In  the  case  of  John  Ainslie,  D.D.,  St.  Andrews,  who  is  sixty-eight  years  of  age, 
and  has  been  forty-one  years  in  the  ministry,  applying  for  leave  to  call  a  colleague, 
and  for  a  grant  from  the  Aged  and  Infirm  Ministers'  Fond  with  that  view,  the  Gene- 
ral Assembly,  on  the  report  of  their  committee,  with  acquiescence  of  parties,  con- 
sidering that  Dr.  Ainslie  is  certified  to  be,  from  age  and  infirmity,  unable  fully  to 
discharge  the  duties  of  the  ministry,  accede  to  the  application,  and  sanction  the 
calling  of  a  colleague,  on  the  footing  that  the  senior  colleague  shall  have  from  the 
Aged  and  Infirm  Ministers'  Fund  a  grant  of  £70,  from  the  Sustentation  Fund  £60, 
and  from  the  congregation  £30,  in  lieu  of  the  manse,  which  he  gives  up ;  the  junior 
colleague  to  have  the  balance  of  the  equal  dividend  (£97  at  present),  and  share  of 
anifklus,  a  supplement  from  the  congregation  sufficient  to  make  np  his  stipend  to 
£400,  and  the  manse. 

In  the  case  of  Kev.  Dr.  Walter  M'Gilvray,  Gilcomston,  Aberdeen,  who  is  sixty- 
nine  years  of  age,  and  has  been  forty-one  years  in  the  ministry,  applying  for  leave 
to  call  a  eoUeague,  and  for  a  grant  from  the  Aged  and  Infirm  Ministers'  Fund  with 
that  view,  the  General  Assembly,  on  the  report  of  their  committee,  with  acquies- 
cence of  parties,  considering  that  Dr.  M'Gilvray  is  certified  to  be,  from  age  and 
infirmity,  nnable  fhlly  to  discharge  the  duties  of  the  ministry,  accede  to  the  appli- 
cation, and  sanction  the  calling  of  a  colleague,  en  the  footing  that  the  senior  col- 
league shall  have  a  grant  from  the  Aged  and  Infirm  Ministers'  Fund  of  £70,  and 
from  the  Sustentation  Fund  £60,  and  at  least  £20  from  the  congregation;  the 
jonior  colleague  the  balance  of  the  equal  dividend  (£97  at  present),  and  share  of 
snrplas,  and  a  supplement  from  the  congregation  sufficient  to  make  up  his  stipend 
to  £170.  There  is  no  manse.  The  Assembly  regret  that  the  provision  from  the 
congregation  for  both  ministers  is  so  inadequate. 

In  the  case  of  Mr.  David  Dewar,  Bellie,  who  is  eighty  years  of  age,  and  has  been 
thirty-nine  years  in  the  ministry,  applying  for  leave  to  call  a  colleague,  and  for  a 
grant  from  the  Aged  and  Infirm  Ministers'  Fund  with  that  view,  the  General 
Asaembly,  on  the  report  of  their  committee,  with  the  acquiescence  of  parties,  con- 
aidering  that  Mr.  Dewar  is  certified  to  be,  from  age  and  infirmity,  nnable  fully  to. 
discharge  the  duties  of  the  ministry,  accede  to  the  application,  and  sanction  the 
calling  of  a  colleague,  on  the  footing  that  the  senior  colleague  shall  have  from  the 
Aged  and  Infirm  Ministers'  Fund  a  grant  of  £60  (his  present  grant  therefrom  ceas- 
ing), from  the  Sustentation  Fund  £60,  from  the  congregation  £7>  and  the  manse. 
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The  balance  of  the  equal  dividend  (£97  at  present),  and  share  of  inrplaa,  with  » 
supplement  of  £15  from  the  congregation  to  the  junior  coUeagne. 

In  the  case  of  Rer.  William  Wilson,  D.D.,  St.  Paul's,  Dundee,  who  is  siztj-eight 
years  of  age,  and  has  been  thirty-nine  years  in  the  ministry,  applying  for  leare  to 
call  a  colleague  (no  grant  from  the  Aged  and  Infirm  Ministers'  Fund  being  asked), 
the  Oeneral  Assembly,  on  the  report  of  their  committee,  with  acquiescence  of  par- 
ties, considering  that  Dr.  Wilson  is,  from  age,  unable  fully  to  discharge  the  duties 
of  the  ministry,  accede  to  the  application,  and  sanction  the  calling  of  a  colleagne,oii 
the  footing  of  the  senior  colleague's  stipend  being  kept  at  its  present  amount,  and 
that  he  continues  to  hare  the  manse ;  the  junior  colleague  to  hare  £7  from  the 
Sustentation  Fund,  and  a  supplement  sufficient  to  make  up  his  stipend  to  £300. 

In  the  case  of  Key.  Dayid  Crichton,  LL.D.,  Inrerbrothick,  who  is  seventy-fire 
years  of  age,  and  has  been  thirty-eight  years  in  the  ministry,  applying  for  permission 
to  call  a  colleague,  and  for  a  grant  from  the  Aged  and  Infirm  Ministers'  Fund  with 
that  view,  the  General  Assembly,  on  the  report  of  their  committee,  with  acquiescence 
of  parties,  considering  that  Dr.  Orichton  is  certified  to  be  nnable,  from  age  and 
infirmity,  fully  to  discharge  the  duties  of  the  ministry,  accede  to  the  application,  and 
sanction  the  calling  of  a  colleague,  on  the  footing  that  the  senior  colleague  shall 
hsTe  a  grant  from  the  Aged  and  Infirm  Ministers'  Fund  of  £60,  from  the  Sustenta. 
tion  Fund  £60,  a  supplement  of  £80  from  the  congregation,  and  the  manse ;  the 
junior  colleague  the  balance  of  the  equal  dividend  (£97  at  present),  and  share  of 
surplus,  and  such  supplement  as  will  be  sufficient  to  make  up  his  stipend  to  £200. 

In  the  case  of  Bov.  David  Menzies,  Glasgow,  who  is  seventy -four  years  of  age, 
and  has  been  thirty-seven  years  in  the  ministry,  applying  for  permission  to  call  a 
call  a  colleague,  and  for  a  grant  from  the  Aged  and  Infirm  Ministers'  Fund  with 
that  view,  the  General  Assembly,  on  the  report  of  their  committee,  and  with  acqui- 
escence of  parties,  considering  that  Mr.  Menzies  is  certified  to  be,  from  age  and 
infirmity,  nnable  fully  to  discharge  the  duties  of  the  ministry,  accede  to  the  appli- 
cation, and  sanction  the  calling  of  a  colleague,  on  the  footing  of  the  senior  colleague 
having  a  grant  from  the  Aged  and  Infirm  Ministers'  Fund  of  £60,  and  from  the 
Sustentation  Fund  £60 ;  the  junior  colleague  the  balance  of  the  equal  dividend  (£97 
at  present),  and  share  of  surplus,  and  from  the  congregation  such  supplement  as,^ 
with  the  Ferguson  Bequest,  shall  make  up  his  stipend  to  £160.  The  Assembly 
regret  that  the  provision  by  the  coogregation  for  both  ministers  is  so  inadequate. 

In  the  case  of  Bev.  Donald  Campbell,  Ballater,  who  is  seventy-fiomr  yean  of  age, 
and  has  been  thirty-seven  years  in  the  ministry,  applying  tor  leave  to  call  a  colleague, 
and  for  a  grant  from  the  Aged  and  Infirm  Jiinisters'  Fund  with  that  view,  Uie  General 
Assembly,  on  the  report  of  their  committee,  and  with  acquiescence  of  parties,  con- 
sidering that  Mr.  Campbell  is  certified  to  be,  from  age  and  infirmity,  unable  fully  to  dis- 
eharge  the  duties  of  the  ndnistry,  accede  to  the  application,  and  sanction  the  calling  of 
a  colleague,  on  the  footing  of  the  senior  colleague  having  a  grant  from  the  Aged  and 
Infirm  Ministers'  Fund  of  £60  (his  present  grant  ceasing),  from  the  Sustentation 
Fond  £60,  and  the  manse ;  the  junior  colleague  the  balance  of  the  equal  dividend 
(£97  at  present)  and  share  of  surplus,  and  such  supplement  from  the  congr^ation 
as  will  be  sufficient  to  make  up  his  stipend  to  £139 ;  and  also  on  the  footing  that  on 
the  demise  of  the  senior  minister  the  junior  minister  shall  not  be  entitled  to  the 
equal  dividend,  but  shall  be  subject  to  the  provisions  of  Act  YIIl.  of  1875,  by  which 
he  will  be  entitled  to  receive  from  the  Sustentation  Fund  £80  in  addition  to  the 
contributions  of  the  congregation. 

In  the  case  of  Bev.  WilUam  Bitchie  Moncur,  Lift,  who  is  sixty- two  years  of  age» 
and  has  been  thirty-six  years  in  the  ministry,  applying  for  leave  to  call  a  colleague, 
and  for  a  grant  fh>m  the  Aged  and  Infirm  Ministers'  Fund  with  that  view,  the 
General  Assembly,  on  the  seport  of  their  committee,  with  acquiescence  of  parties, 
considering  that  Mr.  Moncur  is  certified  to  be,  from  age  and  infirmity,  unable  fuUy 
to  discharge  the  duties  of  the  ministry,  accede  to  the  application,  and  sanction  the 
calling  of  a  colleague,  on  the  footing  that  the  senior  colleague  shall  have  a  grant 
from  the  Aged  and  Infirm  Ministers'  Fund  of  £60,  and  £60  from  the  Sustentation 
Fund ;  the  junior  colleague  the  balance  of  the  equal  dividend  (£97  at  present)  and 
share  of  surplus,  a  supplement  of  £17  from  the  congregation,  and  the  manse. 

In  the  case  of  Bev.  James  Walker,  D.D.,  Camwath,  who  is  fifty-five  years  of  sge^ 
and  has  been  thirtj-three  years  in  the  ministry,  applying  for  leave  to  call  a  colleague. 
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and  for  a  gnnt  from  the  Aged  and  Infirm  Ministera*  Fnnd  with  thai  yiew,  the 
General  Assembly,  on  the  report  of  their  committee,  with  acquiescence  of  parties, 
considering  that  Dr.  Walker  is  certified  to  be,  from  age  and  infirmity,  unable  fully 
to  discharge  the  duties  of  the  ministry,  accede  to  the  application,  and  sanction  the 
ealling  of  a  colleague,  on  the  footing  of  the  senior  colleague  having  a  grant  from  the 
Aged  and  Infirm  Ministers'  Fund  of  £50  (his  present  grant  ceasing),  from  the  Sus- 
tentation  Fund  £60,  and  a  supplement  of  £15  from  the  congregation;  the  junior 
colleague  the  balance  of  the  equal  dividend  (£97  at  present)  and  share  of  surplus,  a 
supplement  of  £30,  and  the  manse. 

In  the  case  of  the  Bev.  Donald  M'Kae,  Gross,  Stomoway,  who  is  seventy-four 
vears  of  age,  and  has  been  thirty -two  years  in  the  ministry,  applying  for  leave  to  call 
a  colleague,  and  for  a  grant  from  the  Aged  and  Infirm  Ministers'  Fund  with  that 
view,  the  General  Assembly,  on  the  report  of  their  committee,  with  acquiescence  of 
parties,  considering  that  Mr.  M'Bae  is  certified  to  be  unable,  from  age  and  infirmity, 
fully  to  discbarge  the  duties  of  the  ministry,  accede  to  the  application,  and  sanction 
the  calling  of  a  colleague,  on  the  footing  of  the  senior  colleague  having  a  grant  from 
the  Aged  and  Infirm  Ministers'  Fund  of  £50,  and  from  the  Sustentation  Fund  £60 ; 
the  junior  colleague  the  balance  of  the  equal  dividend  (£97  at  present)  and  share  of 
surplus,  and  the  manse. 

In  the  case  of  Ber.  John  Campbell,  Uig,  who  is  sizty-nine  years  of  age,  and  has 
been  thirty  yean  in  the  ministry,  applying  for  leave  to  call  a  colleague,  and  for  a 
grant  from  the  Aged  and  Infirm  Ministers*  Fund  with  that  view,  the  General 
Assembly,  on  the  report  of  their  committee,  with  acquiescence  of  parties,  considering 
that  Mr.  Campbell  is  certified  to  be,  from  age  and  infirmity,  unable  fully  to  discharge 
the  duties  of  the  ministry,  accede  to  the  application,  and  sanction  the  calling  of  a 
colleague,  on  the  footing  of  the  senior  colleague  having  a  grant  from  the  Aged  and 
Infirm  Ministers'  Fund  of  £50,  and  from  the  Sustentation  Fund  £60;  the  junior 
colleague  the  balance  of  the  equal  dividend  (£97  at  present)  and  share  of  surplus, 
and  the  manse. 

In  the  case  of  Rev.  Alexander  W.  Morris,  Bucklyvie,  who  is  fifty-seven  years  of 
age,  and  has  been  twenty-nine  years  in  the  ministry,  applying  for  leave  to  call  a 
colleague,  and  for  a  grant  from  the  Aged  and  Infirm  Ministers'  Fund  with  that  view, 
the  General  Assembly,  on  the  report  of  their  committee,  with  acquiescence  of  parties, 
considering  that  Mr.  Morris  is  certified  to  be,  from  age  and  infirmity,  unable  fully 
to  disdiarge  the  duties  of  the  ministiy,  accede  to  the  application,  and  sanction  the 
calling  of  a  colleague,  on  the  footing  of  the  senior  colleague  having  a  grant  from  the 
Aged  and  Infirm  Ministers'  Fund  of  £40  (his  present  grant  ceasing),  from  the  Sus- 
tentation Fond  £60,  and  the  manse ;  the  junior  colleague  the  balance  of  the  equal 
dividend  and  share  of  surplus ;  and  also  on  the  footing  that  on  the  demise  of  the 
senior  minister  the  junior  minister  shall  not  be  entitlMl  to  the  equal  dividend,  but 
shall  be  snlyect  to  the  provisions  of  Act  YIIl.  of  1875,  by  which  he  will  be  entitled 
to  receive  from  the  Sustentation  Fund  £80  in  addition  to  the  contributions  of  the 
congregation. 

In  the  case  of  Ber.  William  Brown,  Bayne,  who  is  fifty-three  years  of  age,  and 
has  been  twenty-thrte  years  in  the  ministry,  applying  for  a  colleague,  and  for  a  grant 
from  the  Aged  and  Iii£rm  Ministers'  Fund  with  that  view,  the  General  Assembly, 
on  the  report  of  their  committee,  with  acquiescence  of  parties,  considering  that  Mr. 
Brown  is  certified  to  be,  from  age  and  infirmity,  unable  fully  to  discharge  the  duties 
of  the  ministry,  accede  to  the  application,  and  sanction  the  calling  of  a  colleague,  on 
the  footing  of  the  senior  colleague  having  a  grant  from  the  Aged  and  Infirm  Ministers' 
Fnnd  of  £35,  and  from  the  Sustentation  Fund  £50,  this  being  a  special  case ;  the 
junior  colleague  the  balance  of  the  equal  dividend  (£107  at  present)  and  share  of 
surplus,  and  the  manse. 

in  the  case  of  Bev.  Donald  Stewart,  Cromar,  who  is  seventy.nine  years  of  age, 
and  in  the  forty-third  year  of  his  ministry,  applying  for  a  grant  from  the  Aged  and 
Infirm  Ministers'  Fund,  to  aid  in  securing  the  services  of  an  assistant,  the  General 
Assembly,  on  the  report  of  their  committee,  with  acquiescence  of  parties,  considering 
that  Mr.  Stewart  is  certified  to  be,  from  age  and  infirmity,  unable  fully  to  discharge 
the  duties  of  the  ministry,  accede  to  the  application,  and  allow  a  grant  of  £30  from 
the  Aged  and  Infirm  Ministers'  Fond,  to  aid  him  in  procuring  the  services  of  an 
assistant. 
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In  the  case  of  Ber.  James  Macdonald,  Glass,  who  is  seTeniyyeani  of  age,  and  has 
been  thirty-three  years  in  the  ministry,  applying  for  a  grant  from  the  Aged  and  Infirm 
Ministers'  Fond,  with  the  view  of  aiding  him  in  obtaining  the  serriees  of  an  aaaistant, 
the  General  Assembly,  on  the  report  of  their  committee,  with  acqaiesoence  of  parties, 
considering  that  Mr.  Macdonald  is  certified  to  be,  from  age  and  infirmity,  unable 
fally  to  discharge  the  office  of  the  ministry,  accede  to  the  application,  and  anthorise 
a  grant  from  the  Aged  and  Infirm  Ministers'  Fund  of  £80  to  aid  in  obtaining  the 
services  of  an  assistant 

In  the  case  of  Rev.  J.  R.  Mackenzie,  D.D.,  who  was  in  the  service  of  the  Free  Chorcfa, 
and  was  a  member  of  the  Disruption  Assembly,  and  was  latterly  a  minister  of  the 
English  Presbyterian  Church  at  Birmingham,  bat  has  resigned,  and  has  a  grant  of 
£20  from  the  Aged  and  Infirm  Ministers'  Fund  of  that  Church,  applying  for  a  grant 
from  the  Aged  and  Infirm  Ministers'  Fund,  the  General  Assembly  find  that  there  is 
no  precedent,  and  there  are  not  sufficient  grounds  for  giving  a  grant  as  craved,  and 
therefore  decline  the  application.  But  remit  the  application  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Ante-Dlsruptlon  Ministers'  Fund. 

OOLLSCTnONB. 

The  Assembly  called  for  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Collections,  which, 
being  printed  and  in  the  hands  of  ihe  members,  was  referred  to  by  Dr.  SMITH,  the 
Convener,  who  addressed  the  Assembly  thereanent. 

The  Assembly  approved  of  the  report,  and  agreed  to  the  proposed  Act  anent 
Collections,  as  follows : — 

The  General  Assembly,  considering  that,  according  to  the  Word  of  God,  the 
propagation  of  the  glorious  gospel  ai  home  and  abroad  is  at  once  the  highest 
duty  and  most  blessed  privilege  of  the  Church  of  Christ ;  considering  also  the  pre- 
sent state  of  this  country  and  of  the  world,  and  the  opportunities  thus  presented  to 
God's  believing  people  of  being  instrumentally  useful  in  the  Lord's  cause,  appoint 
the  following  collections  to  be  made  during  the  ensuing  year  in  all  the  congregations 
of  the  Free  Church  of  Scotland,  viz. : — 

1.  On  the  fourth  Sabbath  of  June,  for  the  Colonial  Scheme. 

2.  On  the  third  Sabbath  of  August,  for  the  Continent. 

3.  On  the  third  Sabbath  of  October,  for  the  Church  and  Manse  Building  Fond. 

4.  On  the  third  Sabbath  of  November,  for  the  Pre-Disruption  Ministers'  Fond^ 

and  Aged  and  Infirm  Ministers'  Fund. 
.6.  On  the  third  Sabbath  of  December,  for  the  Conversion  of  the  Jews. 

6.  On  the  third  Sabbath  of  February,  for  the  College  Fund. 

7.  On  the  third  Sabbath  of  April,  for  the  Home  Mission. 

The  General  Assembly  also  appointed  that  a  collection  should  be  made  for  Foreign 
Missions  on  the  third  Sabbath  of  July  In  those  congregations  which  have  no  associa- 
tion in  aid  of  that  scheme,  and  that  in  congregations  in  which  there  are  as8oeiations» 
ministers  should  on  that  day  call  the  attention  of  their  people  to  the  snbjeet  of 
missions,  and  enforce  the  claims  of  the  scheme  in  all  respects  as  if  a  collection  were 
to  be  made. 

The  Committee  for  preparing  an  Act  anent  Collections  having  been  instructed 
by  the  Assembly  to  arrange  for  a  collection  for  Education,  recommended  that  such 
collection  should  be  made  on  the  third  Sabbath  of  March. 

The  Assembly  then  adjourned  till  the  evening. 


EVENING  SEDERUNT. 

The  Free  Church  Assembly  resumed  Its  sittings  at  a  quarter-past  seven — Dr. 
M'Lancblan,  Moderator. 

THS  OONTIKSNTAL  OOVKIITEB. 

Mr.  MACLAGAK,  elder,  Edinburgh,  Convener  of  the  Continental  Committee, 
presented  the  Report  Its  work,  he  said,  may  be  regarded  as  dividing  itself  into 
three  branches: — 1.  The  aid  which  it  gives  to  the  Continental  Protestant  Churches 
and  to  evangelical  organisations  abroad.    2.  The  establishing  and  maintaining  of 
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pemiAneiit  charges,  the  miniBtera  of  which  form  this  Church's  Continental  Presbytery 
of  Italy.  8.  The  soppljing  of  ordinances  at  certain  stations  which  are  visit^  by 
iavallda  and  others  daring  portions  of  the  year,  and  which  require  only  temporary 
aerrlcea. 

Of  the  work  of  the  Free  Chnrch,  as  performed  by  its  Continental  Committee, 
there  are  some  general  aspects  which  are  perhaps  not  regarded  with  the  interest 
which  their  importance  merits.  The  Proteatant  Churches  on  the  Continent  are 
placed  in  circumstances  of  much  trial,  and  haye  a  work  to  discharge  requiring  no 
ordinary  exercise  of  judgment  as  well  as  of  faith  and  patience.  In  France,  in 
Belginm,  in  Italy,  in  Spain,  and  Portugal,  the  Boman  Catholic  Church  holds  a 
swBj  oyer  the  consciences  and  circumstances  of  the  people  which  makes  it  extremely 
difficult  for  the  Toice  of  the  gospel  to  find  opportunity  for  being  heard.  No  doubt 
the  toleration  now  enjoyed  on  the  Continent  generally,  and  which  recognises  for  the 
most  part  not  only  freedom  of  opinion  but  the  work  of  eyangelisation,  affords 
openings  for  actiye  effort  which  a  few  years  ago  were  not  ayallable.  But  the  whole 
influence  of  the  Church  of  Rome  and  of  its  priests  is  directed  to  prevent  the  people 
from  coming  eren  within  earshot  of  gospel  preaching,  and  the  marrel  is,  this  being 
MS  that  so  much  practical  good  is  being  quietly  and  effectiyely  done  in  the  face  of 
Biich  relentless  opposition.  That  good  is  being  done  abroad  by  the  Protestant 
Charehes,  and  by  general  eyangelical  moyements  outside  of  Churches,  admits  of  no 
doobt ;  and  it  were  a  strange  thing  if  the  Free  Church  of  Scotland  were  not  ready 
to  lend  kind  words  and  generous  gifts  to  those  who,  in  the  difficult  and  trying  posl- 
tions  referred  to,  are  bearing  a  burden  of  no  ordinary  weight  and  anxiety.  The 
troth  is,  that  but  for  the  work  of  its  Continental  Committee,  our  Church  would  be 
taking  no  part  in  enlightening  the  ignorance  and  superstition  of  Popish  lands ;  and 
it  la  clearly  a  most  safe  and  efficient  way  of  doing  so  to  stand  by  and  help  existing 
ehnrchea  and  eyangelical  organisations  on  the  Continent. 

Apart  altogether  from  the  grand  work  of  winning  indiyidual  souls  to  the 
Barionr,  there  is  an  influence,  indirect  but  most  yaluable,  which  eyangelical  efforts 
•sort  in  modifying  the  teaching  of  the  Church  of  Rome  itself.  The  direct  effect 
and  immediate  fruit  of  eyangelical  work  on  the  Continent  are  quite  yisible  and 
tangible,  but  the  Indirect  effect  and  fruit  are  eyen  of  larger  and  further-reaching 
▼Bine. 

All  this  is  true  of  the  Continental  Protestant  Churches,  and  should  encourage  us 
to  help  and  strengthen  them  in  eyery  possible  way,  but  it  is  scarcely  less  true  of  the 
other  departments  of  this  committee's  work.  The  stations  maintained  by  our 
Chnreh,  whether  of  a  more  permanent  or  passing  kind,  point  to  the  same  results. 
Directly,  they  provide  Oospel  preaching  for  our  own  countrymen  and  for  others  in 
localities  where  it  is  greatly  needed,  and  in  circumstances  where  it  is  greatly 
rained;  but,  besides  this,  an  ihdirect  work  of  much  importance  is  aehieyed.  The 
local  ministers  of  the  native  Protestant  Churches  obtain  much  support  fron^  the 
representatives  of  the  Free  Church  who  are  alongside  of  them ;  and  in  any  move- 
ment on  behalf  of  evingelical  or  benevolent  schemes  in  the  country,  our  ministers 
are  constantly  looked  to  for  counsel,  and  are  often  able  to  obtain  material  aid  tor 
them  from  English  and  Americans  who  are  resting  at,  or  passing  through,  these 
atations.  The  committee  commend  the  various  interests  under  their  charge  to  the 
prayers  of  the  Church,  and  to  the  increased  sympathy  and  support  of  its  ministers 
and  people. 

The  following  grants  to  foreign  Churches,  societies,  and  missions  have  been 
made  during  the  past  year : — Waldensian  Church,  £200 ;  additional  special  grant 
for  this  year,  £100;  Union  of  Eyangelical  Churches  in  France,  £100;  Soci6t6 
Syangeliqne,  Belgium,  £75;  Soci6t6  Evangelique,  Geneva,  £50;  Spanish  Eyange- 
liaaUon  Society,  £50;  Natiye  Church,  Lisbon,  £30 ;  Pasteur  Dlselin,  Berne,  £20; 
Genoa  Harbour  Mission,  £20;  St.  Martin  D'Auxigny  (final),  £10;  Belleville  Mission 
to  the  Communists,  Miss  de  Broen,  £10.  The  committee  were  glad  to  be  able  to 
girt  an  additional  special  grant  of  £100  to  the  Yaudois  Church,  in  answer  to  an 
appeal  of  the  most  pressing,  and  at  the  same  time  most  encouraging  kind.  The 
progress  of  this  venerable  Church  during  later  years  is  best  illustrated  by  the  fact 
that  while  the  parishes  within  the  confines  of  their  valleys  only  number  sixteen, 
there  are  no  fewer  than  forty  stations  throughout  the  peninsula  occupied  by  it  for 
eraogelistic  purposes. 
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Ah  reg&rdfl  the  work  in  France  of  "  The  Union  of  Evangelical  Chnrchea,"  it  It 
difficult  to  say  as  yet  what  tnay  be  the  effect  of  recent  political  changes  in  that 
country  on  liberty  of  worship  and  of  eyangelistic  effort  There  are,  it  is  eneonraging 
to  know,  many  agencies  besides  those  of  this  Tigorons  Ciinrch  watching  for  and  en- 
tering into  open  doors  of  usefulness.  The  remarkable  work  of  the  Rey.  Hr  H'AII, 
towards  which  many  contributions  haye  been  sent  through  our  secretary,  and  the  no 
less  interesting  work  of  Miss  de  Broen,  which  includes  a  medical  mission  among 
the  Communists  in  Belleyille,  are,  it  is  belieyed,  making  a  marked  impression  in  a 
▼ery  low  stratum  of  the  Parisian  community.  The  committee  feel  assured  of  the 
sympathy  and  approval  of  the  Church  in  anything  they  can  do  to  send  the  gospel 
of  peace  to  that  distracted  country.  There  seems  to  be  no  call  to  say  more  of  the 
other  grants,  which,  in  almost  every  instance,  wonld  have  been  enlarged  if  the 
committee  had  been  in  possession  of  the  requisite  means  for  doing  so. 

The  Foreign  Churches  and  Societies  express  their  great  thankfulness  for  the 
encouragement  afforded  to  them,  not  only  by  our  gifts,  but  by  the  visits  of  depntles 
to  their  annual  synods  and  assemblies. 

The  following  are  the  sanctioned  charges  for  Bnglish-speaking  residents  and 
travellers : — Leghorn,  Rev.  Dr.  Stewart ;  Florence,  Rev.  J.  R.  M'Dougall ;  Genoa, 
Rev.  Donald  Miller ;  Naples,  Rev.  James  Gordon  Gray ;  Lausanne,  Rer.  A.  F.  Bos- 
carlet;  Nice,  Rev.  A.  Bum  Murdoch  ;  Pau,  Rev.  George  Brown;  Lisbon,  Rev. 
Robert  Stewart;  Huelva,  Rev.  John  H.  Ross.  The  work  at  all  these  stations  has 
been  carried  on  with  much  comfort  and  success  during  the  past  year.  Bat  at  erery 
one  of  these  stations  a  vast  amount  of  work  of  other  kinds  is  done.  Dr.  Stewart 
continues  the  preparation  of  his  Commentary,  and  along  with  Mrs.  Stewart  watehea 
over  the  Waldensian  schools,  in  which  300  Roman  Catholic  children  are  edaeated. 
The  average  attendance  at  the  Florence  service  is  about  60  on  Sabbath,  and  40  at 
the  prayer  meeting.  Among  the  native  population  mission  work,  by  means  of  col- 
portage,  Bible-women,  and  schools,  is  carried  on.  The  work  of  Mr.  Miller  at  Genoa 
continues  to  be  maintained  with  much  vigour.  The  Harbour  Mission,  to  which  a 
separate  grant  is  made  by  the  committee,  is  doing  valuable  work  among  the  sailors 
visiting  the  port.  The  efforts  of  Mr.  Miller  to  complete  the  building  of  his  chnreh 
is  earnestly  commended  to  the  liberality  of  our  sister  members.  The  congregation 
at  Naples  having  presented  a  call  to  the  Rev.  James  Gordon  Gray,  of  Maiykirk, 
JBlincardineshire,  who  had  formerly  ministered  temporarily  to  them,  he  aeeepted  i^ 
and  was  loosed  from  his  charge  in  Scotland  to  become  minister  at  Naples.  The 
work  here  is  interesting  and  encouraging.  Besides  the  ordinary  church  services, 
Bible  classes  and  prayer  meetings,  much  attention  is  given  to  educational  matters. 
The  General  Assembly  of  last  year  sanctioned  Lausanne  as  a  regular  charge  in  eon- 
nection  with  the  Presbytery  of  Italy  ;  and  Mr.  Buscarlet  is  now  making  strenaona 
efforts  to  secure  the  needful  buildings  for  his  work  there.  No  part  of  his  work  Is 
more  important  than  that  which  he  gives  to  the  young.  Lausanne  is,  aifd  has  long 
been,  a  resort  of  the  yonnger  members  of  Scottish  families  for  purposes  of  education ; 
and  it  is  highly  important  to  have  as  our  minister  there  a  man  of  experience  and 
culture  as  well  as  of  tried  fidelity  and  success.  In  this  special  department  Mr.  Bus- 
carlet has  met  with  much  encouragement.  He  has  a  Bible  class  on  Wednesdays  at 
a  young  ladies*  school,  another  in  the  church  on  Saturdays,  attended  by  40  to  50, 
and  a  class  for  English  young  men  on  Sunday  evenings,  at  which  14  are  presents 
There  is  a  very  considerable  number  of  Italian  workmen  in  Lausanne,  and  amongst 
them  mission  work  is  carried  on.  The  station  is  one  possessing  a  wide  and  varied 
field  of  usefulness,  which  is  being  wisely  and  energetically  cultivated.  From  Nice 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Burn  Murdoch  reports  that  the  attendance  has  reached  as  high  n 
number  as  140,  and  that  at  the  Communion,  which  is  observed  three  times  yearly, 
the  number  has  on  two  occasions  during  last  year  been  50.  At  Lisbon  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Stewart^s  work  makes  fair  progress.  From  Pan  the  committee  has  eontinned  tidings 
of  the  station  prospering  and  doing  good  service.  The  congregation  has  reached  nt 
times  the  number  of  130,  and  the  prayer  meeting  as  many  as  50.  The  Rev.  Mr. 
Brown  has  a  class  for  English  yonog  ladies  on  Tuesdays,  and  interesting  aervlcea 
have  been  conducted  during  the  week  by  members  of  the  congregation,  for  the  men 
servants  and  grooms  of  English  visitors,  for  whose  religious  teaching  no  provision 
is  otherwise  made.  The  sta^on  of  Huelva,  which  is  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood 
of  the  laxge  mines  of  Rio  Tinto,  and  is  gradually  becoming  a  harbour  of  some  ma^- 
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oitude,  U  maintained  by  Mr.  Hugh  M.  Matheeon,  of  London,  whose  noble  service  to 
many  good  canBea  ia  so  well  known  in  oor  Church.  The  slationa  supplied  by  home 
miiiBterB  for  portions  of  the  year  1876-76,  were  -.—Rome,  Kev.  Alex.  Cuain,  Edin- 
burgh; and  Bev.  Dr.  Macmillan,  Glasgow;  Cannes,  Rev.  James  Kippen,  Arrocbar; 
Mcntone,  Rev.  James  Prentice,  Lewes,  Sust^ex ;  and  Rev.  Dr.  Murray  Mitchell,  Edin- 
bnigh;  Montreox,  Rev.  J.  W.  Laurie,  TuUiallan,  and  Rev.  Wm.  Bcattie,  formerly  of 
Alexandria;  Lucerne, Rev.  H.  W.  Bell,  Aberdeen;  Rev.  W.  Bruce,  Largo  ;  and  Rev. 
W.  K.  Hamilton,  Stonehonse ;  Interlaken,  Rev.  W.  A.  Gray,  Elgin ;  Rev.  J.  P.  Lilley, 
Arbroath;  and  Rev.  John  Nixon,  Barrhill;  Stettin,  Rev.  James  Mellis,  Carnbee. 
The  report  showed  how  very  acceptable  these  stations  were  to  our  countrymen  resi- 
dent abroad.  The  committee  has,  after  careful  consideration,  and  having  obtained 
fall  Information  from  Mrs.  MacVickars,  whose  devoted  labours  on  behalf  of  Aix-les- 
Bains  are  well  known  to  many  in  ou^  Church,  resolved  to  commence  services  there 
in  May.  The  place  is  increasingly  visited  by  large  numbers  of  English  and  Ame- 
ricans, who  seek  in  its  famous  waters  relief  from  rheumatism  and  allied  sufferings. 
Dr.  Stewart,  of  Leghorn,  has  kindly  undertaken  to  commence  the  services ;  and 
arrangements  are  being  made,  in  co-operation  with  other  Churches,  for  the  supply 
of  ihe  station  during  the  season.  Through  the  kindness  of  friends,  bursaries  have 
been  provided  for  three  Waldensian  students  who  have  attended  the  classes  of  the 
Kew  College,  Edinburgh,  and  of  the  Free  Church  College,  Glasgow,  during  the  past 
session.  There  have  been  at  the  New  College  during  the  past  session  other  four 
foreign  students — ^two  from  Bohemia  and  two  from  Hungary.  This  branch  of  work, 
although  not  carried  on  directly  by  the  committee,  or  maintained  by  its  funds,  is  full 
of  interest ;  and  it  is  regarded  as  deeply  important  by  the  young  men  themselves, 
and  by  the  Churches  to  which  they  belong. 

The  committee  cannot  doubt  that  the  General  Assembly  will  regard  the  work 
done  through  this  committee  as  fitted  to  confer  important  benefits  on  the  Churches  * 
of  the  Continent,  and  through  them  on  the  native  populations,  as  well  as  on  our  own 
countiymen  and  others  who,  in  search  of  health  or  from  other  causes,  now  so  largely 
have  recourse  to  foreign  travel  or  residence.  They  commend  this  special  department 
of  the  Church's  labours  to  the  sympathy  and  help  of  her  praying  people. 

After  commenting  upon  the  facts  in  the  report,  Mr.  Maolaoan  said,  in  reference 
to  the  stations  temporarily  occupied  by  home  ministers,  that  these  ministers  were 
able  to  reach  a  class  of  society  that  they  had  difficulty  in  meeting  with  in  this  country. 
The  Church  had  missions  to  the  lower  classes  in  this  country,  but  it  had  no  missions 
to  the  Weat  End,  which,  in  these  days  of  luxury  and  extravagance  as  well  as  refine- 
ment, were  much  needed.  To  many  of  these  stations  members  of  English  and  Scotch 
families  came  for  a  time  in  search  of  health  and  amusement,  and  had  been,  through 
their  congregations,  and  ike  faithful  preaching  of  the  gospel  in  them,  brought  into 
closer  contact  with  the  truth,  and  into  a  state  of  earnestness  about  the  truth, 
that  they  bad  somehow  or  other  failed  to  reach  during  ordinary  ministrations  at 
home ;  and  he  appealed  to  some  in  this  House  who  had  known  the  comfort  of  such 
ministrations,  in  times  of  sorrow  among  their  families,  reaching  these  persons, 
who  were  often  in  ill-health  and  near  death,  was  not  to  be  lightly  thought  of. 
Many  members  of  thhi  House  could  bear  testimony  to  the  blessing  of  a  faithful 
psitorate  in  days  of  domestic  trial  and  sorrow  abroad.  Mr.  Maclagan  referred  to 
the  generous  and  kind  terms  in  which  the  mover  of  the  Continental  Report  in  the 
Established  Assembly  had  referred  to  the  Free  Church  agencies  on  the  Continent 
He  had,  in  effect,  told  that  Assembly  that  they  had  no  idea  of  the  extent  and  value 
of  what  the  Free  Church  was  doing  on  the  Continent^  adding  that  the  Established 
Chorch  of  Scotland  is  not  known  on  the  Continent,  and  the  Free  Church  is  known 
everywhere;  so  that  when  a  foreign  student  comes  to  Scotland  to  be  trained  in 
theology,  he  is  of  course  sent  to  the  Free  Church  Hall.  He  went  on  to  urge  this 
Assembly  to  prosecute  the  Continental  work  with  vigour,  as  the  door  might  soon  be 
ehutb  This  was  a  sentiment  always  true,  but  looking  at  the  state  of  public  affairs,  it 
seemed  to  be  more  true  now  than  ever.  There  were  difficulties  abroad  which  might 
involve  our  relations  with  other  countries  in  Europe.  They  should,  therefore,  he 
reiterated,  make  the  best  use  of  the  present  hour,  in  the  fear  that  they  might  not 
long  enjoy  the  same  opportunities.  The  nations  of  the  earth  were  preparing  fresh 
instmments  and  agents  of  war,  in  order,  as  they  said,  best  to  secure  peace.  Be  it 
ours  to  show  them  "a  more  excellent  way/'  by  the  proclamation  of  that  gospel 
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which  alone  in  any  true  and  real  senae  bronght  ''gloiy  to  Ood  in  the  higheat;  peaioe* 
on  earth,  and  good-will  to  men." 

M.  NECEERy  from  Qeneva  (a  member  of  the  family  of  that  name  so  fiKnoifll  in 
literature),  addreased  the  Assembly.  In  the  conrse  of  his  remarks,  be  said  that  he- 
felt  no  hesitation  in  stating  that  the  most  striking  feature  of  the  labonrs  of  the 
Evangelical  Society  of  Geneya,  within  the  last  six  or  seven  months,  was  the  rery 
strong  impulse  giyen  to  its  missionary  work  in  France. 

Fifty-six  colporteurs  hare  been  employed,  and  the  amonnt  of  their  aalea  i» 
about  £1500. 

Many  excellent  opportunities  of  preaching  the  gospel  has  been  afforded  to  the 
agents  of  the  Society,  whose  derotedness,  ability,  and  seal,  cannot  be  too  mack 
praised. 

The  total  expenditure,  including  expenses  for  the  Theological  College,  has  been, 
between  the  1st  April  1875  and  the  Slst  March  1876,  of  £8200.  A  debt  of  £800 
has  been  contracted. 

The  work  of  the  Evangelical  Society  of  GencTa  may,  perhaps,  be  considered  of 
trifling  importance  compared  with  the  work  of  the  Free  Church  of  Seotland,  bai 
that  Church  has  the  more  ability  to  aid  the  Society,  who  would  be  very  thankful  for 
the  crumbs  that  fall  from  the  abundant  table  of  the  Free  Church. 

M.  Necker  stated  that  a  large  handful  of  these  precious  crumbs,  in  the  shape 
of  £100  notes,  would  do  much  good  to  the  Society  he  represented. 

He  concluded  by  alluding  to  the  great  benefit  which  had  arisen  to  him,  from  his 
being  personally  acquainted  with  some  of  the  most  eminent  members  of  the  Free 
Church  who  have  departed. 

Professor  DE  LA  H ARPE,  D.D.,  in  the  conrse  of  his  remarks,  said  there  was  ne 
college  on  the  Continent  so  well  calculated,  as  that  of  the  Evangelical  Society  of 
.  Geneva,  to  train  students  for  the  ministry  of  evangelical  Protestantism. 

The  greatest  care  is  taken  there  to  ascertain  Uiat  the  young  men  are  truly  de^ 
voted  to  the  cause  of  the  gospel,  and  are  themselves  partakers  of  that  grace,  whieh- 
they  shall  have  to  proclaim  in  the  midst  of  their  fellow-sinners. 

The  course  of  studies  is  conducted  in  a  strictly  evangelical  spirit,  and,  extending 
over  three  years,  of  nine  months  each,  it  can  scientifically  bear  comparison  with 
that  of  the  beat  colleges  in  this  country.  The  practical  branches  of  the  ministerial 
labour  are  made  the  subject  of  special  training,  consisting  of  freqaent  exereiaes  in. 
writing,  preaching,  and  catechising. 

Moreover,  the  preparatory  (clasaical)  studies  are  so  graduated  and  combined, 
that  many  students,  who^  from  their  age,  never  could  have  accompliahed  the  usnaV 
course  of  classical  studies  in  ordinary  colleges  or  high  schools,  are  enabled,  in  tiie 
space  of  about  three  years,  to  reach  the  Theological  Hall  with  a  sufficient  nmoont 
of  preparation. 

By  such  means  a  eonsiderable  number  of  young  Christians  have  attained  the 
ministry,  and  are  now  preaching  the  gospel  in  several  languages.  The  college  hae 
now  prepared  more  than  two  hundred  and  fifty  labourers  for  the  great  harvest. 

All  those  things  being  taken  into  account^  the  Professor,  who  was  himself  one 
of  the  first  batch  of  students  in  the  year  of  the  foundation  of  the  College  (1881),  and 
has  since,  for  thirty-nine  years,  taught  there  the  Old  Testament  Exegeais,  conaidera 
that  this  Theological  Hall  and  the  Evangelical  Society,  which  has  the  supervision  of 
its  activity,  are  worthy  of  the  sympathy  of  all  Scottish  Christians.  He  warmly  re- 
commends  it  to  the  support  of  the  friends  of  the  Continental  work  in  the  Free 
Church  of  Scotland,  as  bdng  a  most  effective  inatrument  for  spreading  a  knowledge 
of  the  grace  of  God  throughout  many  regions,  and  particularly  those  of  the  French 
language,  where  the  labours  of  the  preacher  must  follow  as  a  necesaaiy  complement 
upon  those  of  the  Bible-colporteur. 

M.  MFNCH,  from  Norway,  repeated  in  substance  the  information  belaid  before 
the  Synod  of  the  United  Pcesbyterian  Church  as  to  the  leasons  that  had  led  him  to 
leave  the  very  Brastian  Established  Church  of  Norway. 

Mr.  NEOCLES  G.  MUSSABINI,  from  Turkey,  said— Not  many  days  sgo,  on 
the  night  following  the  important  event  of  the  union  of  the  Free  Church  of 
Scotland  with  the  admirable  body  representing  the  Church  of  the  Covenanters — 
"  The  tocherlesa  bride  with  the  long  pedigree  " — as  Sir  Henry  Moncreiff  happily 
called  it,  the  Uev.  Dr.  Duff,  piercing  the  mists  that  hid  the  future,  anticipated  a 
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time  when  Greeks,  Syriane,  Egyptians,  Arabs,  Persians,  and  other  denicens  of  the 
Saat  woold  appear  in  this  great  Assembly  as  representatiTes  of  their  respeotiye 
nationalities.  Hy  presence  here  may  be  looked  upon  somewhat  as  the  shadow  of 
the  erent  foreshadowed  in  that  prediction,  thongh  I  do  not  think  that  Dr.  Duff  him- 
self could  hare  expected  it  to  appear  so  soon.  I  am  a  Greek  Christian,  a-natiye  of 
Smyrna,  Asia  Minor,  the  seat  of  the  most  steadfast  of  the  SoTon  Churches.  My 
intellectnal  birth,  howeyer,  took  place  in  Edinburgh,  where  I  resided  and  studied 
between  the  years  1845  and  1851,  at  which  epoch  I  was  intimately  associated  at  the 
College,  and  in  the  Students'  Speculative  Society,  with  a  number  of  talented  young 
men,  many  of  whom  on  my  return,  after  an  absence  of  exactly  a  quarter  of  a  century, 
I  find  filling  the  highest  positions  on  the  judicial  bench,  at  Uie  bar,  in  the  churches, 
and  in  the  educational  establishments  of  Scotland.  Among  others,  I  may  mention 
Principal  Rainy,  the  dawn  of  whose  eloquence  I  had  the  good  fortune  to  behold. 

I  haTo  spoken  enough — perhaps  too  much — about  myself.  I  desire  to  bring  be- 
fore the  notice  of  this  venerable,  this  Christian  Assembly,  the  woeful  condition  of 
the  followem — may  be  the  unworthy  followers — of  Christ  in  the  regions  where 
Christianity  first  took  root»  but  in  which  Christian  society  and  civilisation,  and 
religion  itself,  have  been  so  much  assailed,  oppressed,  and  ravaged  by  the  long-con- 
tinned  plague  of  Mohammedan  locusts,  that  they  have  decayed,  are  uck  unto  death, 
and  will  certainly  perish  if  the  Lord,  who  remembered  the  Israelites  in  Egypt^  doth 
not  stretch  forth  His  hand  speedily  to  redeem  the  Christians  of  Turkey  from  a  worse 
than  Egyptian  bondage.  The  position  of  those  suffering  peoples,  the  relation  in 
which  they  stand  to  the  Turks,  the  facts  connected  with  their  poUtical  and  social 
eoadition,  tiie  wrongs  and  outrages  which  they  endure  under  Turkish  misrule,  the 
grounds  upon  which  they  take  their  stand  against  that  worst  of  tyrannies  uponwhioh 
they  rise  against  the  sway  of  the  Ottoman  Porte,  and  upon  whidi  they  claim  to  be 
released  from  subjection  to  the  Turks^  are  things  which  cannot  be  known  to  and 
understood  by  the  Christians  of  Great  Britain.  If  those  fiicts  were  known  and 
nnderstood  in  this  country,  the  humane  and  freedom-loving  nation  who  redeemed 
the  negro  slaves  would  sympathise  with  and  hasten  to  aid  their  Christian  brethren, 
who,  I  unhesitatingly  state  and  can  prove,  are  suffering  greater  torments  than  ever 
negro  slaves  had  to  endure ;  greater  torments,  I  say,  because  the  Turks  are  bar- 
barians, and  far  more  cruel  oppressors  than  the  Spaniards,  the  Portuguese,  the 
Snglish,  or  the  Americans  ever  were  or  could  be ;  in  fact,  it  is  the  natural  pro- 
pensity of  the  Turks — an  instinct  strengthened  by  their  religion — to  eat  up,  torment, 
and  destroy,  like  locusts,  the  humanity  and  the  wealth  of  every  countiy  which  they 
infest. 

But  the  British  public  knows  not  the  real  state  of  things  in  Turkey,  and  there- 
fore regards  with  apathetic  indifference,  if  not  with  positive  antipathy,  the  Eastern 
Christians  in  their  present  attitude  of  supplication,  when,  like  the  Macedonilm  who 
appeared  to  Paul  in  the  night,  they  stand  praying  and  saying — "  Come  over  into 
Macedonia,  Boumelia,  and  Herzegovina  and  help  us  I "  The  ignorance  which  thus 
misleads  British  opinion  and  feeling  in  respect  to  the  Bayahs  is,  I  am  sorry  to  have 
to  say  it,  mainly  owing  to  the  systematic  concealment  of  the  fiiots  relating  to  Turkish 
enormities  which  has  been  practised  by  English  diplomatists,  in  accordance  with 
instructions  from  the  Foreign  Office,  and  by  English  journalists,  politicians,  and 
financiers,  through  mistaken  or  selfish  views  respecting  British  intere8ts,-^ver 
aioce  this  country  adopted  the  policy  of  the  maintenance  of  Turkish  integrity,  expended 
its  blood  and  treasure  in  the  Crimean  war,  and  imprudently  parted  with  a  hundred 
millions  of  hard  cash  in  exchange  for  Turkish  Treasury  and  other  bonds.  Successive 
English  Ambassadors  at  Constantinople  enjoined  the  English  Consuls  throughout 
the  Turkish  Empire  not  to  report  or  interfere  in  any  way  in  cases  of  wrong  or  out- 
rage committed  by  Turks  on  Christians.  Sir  Henry  Bulwer,  in  particular,  dis- 
tiDguiahed  himself  by  practising  this  gagging.  The  Bev.  Mr.  Denton,  in  an 
eloquent  pamphlet,  Indignantly  exclaims,  "  By  means,  then,  of  this  systematic  sup- 
pression of  information,  are  the  interests  and  sympathies  of  the  public  of  this  country 
diverted  from  the  sufferings  of  the  peoples  of  the  East" 

Whilst  concealing  the  truth,  these  defenders  of  Turkish  integrity  have  skilfully 
taken  advantage  of  every  means  by  which  dust  might  be  thrown  into  people's 
eyes,  so  that  matters  in  Turkey,  and  that  complex  subject,  the  Eastern  question, 
might  appear  in  a  false  light.    Of  these  deceptive  agencies,  or  will-'o-the-wisps, 
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there  is  nothing  that  leads  so  much  astray  as  the  circumstance  that  the  Euro' 
pean  dominions  of  the  Saltan  bear  the  name  of  Turkey.  That  name  serrea  to 
giye  the  impression  that  the  inhabitants  of  those  regions  are  in  the  great  mijority 
Turks,  and  that  the  Christian  Rayahs,  who  ate  mentioned  as  persons  struggling 
for  political  independence,  are  a  kind  of  foreign  interlopers,  or,  at  the  best,  incen- 
diary Fenians  and  Sansculottes  who  are  endeavouring  to  upset  OTcrything,  and 
either  to  subjugate,  exterminate,  or  expel  the  real  and  indigenous  people  of  the 
country.  Now,  the  real  state  of  the  case  is  this : — The  Turks,  five  hundred  years 
ago,  came  as  an  iuTading  army  from  Asia  into  the  regions  now  and  ever  since  oUled 
Turkey  in  Europe,  and  as  an  army  of  barbarians  they  have  remained  there  ever 
since,  encamped,  and  not  settled  there ;  unblended  and  llying  apar(  from  the  great 
mass  of  the  real  peoples  of  those  countries,  to  whom  and  to  ciyilisation  they,  as 
Mohammedan  Asiatics,  cannot  assimilate  themselTes.  The  Turks  in  European  Turkey 
hardly  number  one  million  and  a  half,  whilst  there  are  twelye  millions  of  Gliristians 
in  subjection.  The  former  maintain  their  ascendency  over  the  latter  by  the  resources 
of  militaiy  power  which  they  possess  in  the  large  Turkish  population  of  Asia 
Minor,  which  is  close  at  hand,  and  in  the  material  aid  which  they  obtain  from  the 
Mohammedan  world  at  large,  which  regards  and  yenerates  the  Sultan  as  its  Caliph  or 
spiritual  head.  The  dominant  Moslems  rely  solely  on  the  sword  for  keeping  their 
yoke  on  the  necks  of  the  Christians,  who  are  entirely  at  their  mercy.  Not  only  it 
a  Christian's  property  not  safe — not  only  is  he  not  safe  from  the  outrages  which 
might  be  committed  on  him  by  lawless  Turks — ^but  even  his  wife's  honour  is  not 
safe.  The  Turks  had  the  power  to  take  away  from  the  Christian  his  wife  and 
daughter.  Byen  at  this  day  a  Christian  cannot  giye  eyidenoe  against  a  Mohammedan 
in  a  court  of  justice,  and  the  consequence  is,  that  the  Turks  can  do  what  they  like 
with  the  Christians. 

I  might  go  on  detailing  Christian  wrongs  and  Turkish  cruelties,  but  time  will 
not  allow  of  it  I  hope  I  haye  said  enough  to  draw  attention  to  the  subject^  and 
I  hope  you  will  make  a  point  to  inquire  into  the  condition  of  the  Christian  people 
there.  I  look  for  sympathy  for  them  fh>m  this  Assembly,  because  it  is  a  Chris- 
tian body,  because  it  represents  the  Church  of  the  Coyenanters  and  the  Cameronians, 
those  loyers  and  martyrs  of  ciyil  and  religious  liberty  whose  genuine  descendants 
haye  just  been  incorporated  with  it,  and  because  the  Rayahs  are  oppressed  but  excite 
little  or  no  sympathy  in  Europe  at  large,  and  now  are  struggling  manfully,  with  anna 
in  their  hands,  as  did  formerly  the  Coyenanters  and  the  Cameronians,  in  order  to 
recoyer  their  liberty.  One  obsenration  more  and  I  shall  conclude  with  a  small 
petition.  It  is  one  of  the  most  distressing  circumstances  for  the  Christians— one 
that  discourages  them  more  than  I  can  say,  which  crushes  their  yery  spirit*  the 
belief  that  they  haye,  that  English  public  opinion  and  English  feeling  are  ayerted 
from  them,  that  the  English  people  do  not  sympathise  with  them,  but  on  the 
contrary  sympathise  with  the  Turks,  their  masters  and  oppressors.  That  is  the 
feeling,  and  I  do  not  wonder  at  It,  after  the  policy  this  country  has  pursued;  and, 
therefore,  I  beg  and  pray  that  somehow  or  other,  by  a  speech  of  some  minister  of  this 
Assembly,  or  by  some  kind  expression  of  its  opinion  as  a  collectiye  body,  something 
may  be  said  Uiat  will  senre  to  conyince  the  Christians  of  the  East  that,  at  aU 
eyents,  in  this  Church  there  is  sympathy  felt  for  them. 

Mr.  BUSCARLET,  Lausanne,  drew  the  attention  of  the  Assembly  to  the  im- 
portance of  the  work  carried  on  at  Lausanne.  In  order,  howeyer,  tiiat  the  work 
conld  be  efficiently  conducted,  and  that  the  Free  Church  i^ould  be  properly  repre- 
sented in  such  a  centre,  it  was  necessaiy  to  haye  a  proper  plaoe  in  which  to  eon- 
duet  religious  senrices.  He  had  accordingly  resolyed  to  raise  funds  for  land  and  a 
building,  and  by  the  assistance  of  Idnd  friends  he  had  been  enabled  to  procure 
£720,  which  was  the  price  of  the  former,  and  It  was  now  the  property  of  the  Free 
Church  of  Scotland.  For  the  erection  of  the  chapel  £2000  was  required,  and  of  this 
sum  £600  had  already  been  raised,  so  that  he  had  only  to  ask  for  £2000. 

Principal  RAINT  said  that  political  questions  could  not  be  handled  here ;  but 
no  doubt  it  was  of  importance  that  there  should  be  awakened  in  them  that  sym- 
pathy with  their-fellow  Christians  in  Turkey  which  would  prepare  them  to  take  a 
right  yiew  of  the  political  question  when  it  came  before  Uiem  In  the  proper  time 
and  in  the  proper  way.  The  work  alluded  to  by  Mr.  Buscarlet  brought  them  into 
connection  with  influences  that  strongly  tended  to  yitalise  their  Christianity,    If 
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they  were  to  Bhrink  from  the  work  on  the  Continent,  their  own  ipiritual  eondition 
would  suffer  from  it.  He  was  sure  in  this  work  the  Church  would  never  see  this 
committee  come  to  emharrasament  from  the  want  of  a  reasonahle  supply  of  funds. 
He  mored — "  That  the  General  Assembly  approve  of  the  report,  and  thaii^  the 
committee  for  their  labours ;  that  the  Assembly  hear  with  thankfulness  of  the  work 
that  had  been  done  on  the  Continent ;  that  they  express  their  deep  sympathy  with 
the  Christians  in  Turkey,  and  commend  to  the  libemlity  of  the  Church  the  cause  of 
evangelieal  religion  on  the  Continent,  and  the  labours  of  the  Continental  Committee 
in  supporting  and  strengthening  that  influence. 

Dr.  THOMAS  SMITH  seconded  the  motion,  and  expressed  the  hope  that  the 
Protestant  Churches  would  take  advantage  of  the  opportunities  at  present  pre- 
sented for  carrying  on  the  war  against  the  Romish  Church. 

The  motion  was  adopted,  and  thereafter  the  MODEEATOR  thanked  the  foreign 
deputies  for  their  presence  and  information,  and  encouraged  them  to  continue  in 
the  work  of  evangelistic  religion. 

THB  NTASSA  MUSIOV. 

The  MODERATOR  intimated  that  a  telegram  had  been  received  from  Captain 
C.  D.  Toong,  R.K.,  stating  that  a  letter  had  come  to  hand  from  CapUin  Wilson, 
B.N.,  of  the  Kyassa  Mission.  The  telegram  stated — ''Letter  received  from  Ny- 
aesa,  dated  February  23d.  Alt  well.  Full  of  good  news."  A  letter  had  also  been 
received  from  Dr.  Murray  Mitchell  containing  full  information. 

SABBATH  80HOOLS  AND  THB  TOUNO. 

Mr.  WM.  DICKSON,  convener  of  committee,  gave  in  the  Report  .on  Sabbath 
Schools,  of  which  the  substance  is  as  follows : — 

In  reporting  progress  for  the  past  year,  the  Committee  rejoice  te  state  that  the 
aspect  of  the  Sabbath  school  work  of  the  Church,  as  presented  in  the  great  amount 
of  information  received,  continues  to  be  most  encouraging.  While  not  a  few  places 
are  referred  to  where  there  have  been  tokens  of  spiritual  good,  the  main  feature  in 
the  returns  this  year  is  the  great  advancement  in  earnest  application  to  this  impor- 
tant subject  manifested  throughout  by  the  kirk-sessions,  Presbyteries,  and  Synods 
of  the  Church.  In  the  altered  circumstances  of  the  week-day  education  of  the 
country,  there  is  apparent  a  quiet  but  very  real  acceptance  by  the  Church  of  the  in- 
creased reaponaibility  lying  upon  her  to  see  te  the  scriptural  instruction  of  the 
young. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  tabulated  returns: — Number  of  Sabbath 
schools,  congregational  and  missionary,  1823;  senior  classes,  including  ministers, 
1050 — ^total,  2888 ;  being  an  increase  over  last  year  of  2  schools  and  27  senior 
classes.  Sabbath  school  teachers,  male,  7448;  female,  7200 — 14,648;  teachers  of 
senior  classes,  including  ministers,  1088 — total  engaged  in  teaching,  15,686  ;  being 
an  increase  over  last  year  of  893  Sabbath  school  teachers  and  30  senior  class  teachers. 
Sabbath  scholars  at  ordinary  schools,  male,  64,413;  female,  71,282;  total,  135,695; 
scholars  at  senior  classes,  male,  16,341 ;  female,  21,560 — totel,  37,901 ;  total  under 
instruction,  178,596;  being  an  increase  over  last  year  of  3411  junior,  and  1978 
senior  scholars.  The  above  numbers  show  on  an  average  nearly  two  Sabbath  schools 
to  every  congregation  in  the  Church,  while  there  is  on  an  average  a  senior  or  Bible 
dass  eonneoted  with  each  congregation.  At  each  of  the  Sabbath  schools  the  returns 
show  an  average  attendance  of  74,  while  each  teacher  has  on  an  average  nearly  10 
seholara  in  his  or  her  class.  Of  the  14,648  teachers,  there  are  shown  to  be  over  the 
whole  248  more  males  than  females  [the  former  having  increased  considerably  more 
than  the  latter  during  the  past  year] ;  while  among  the  135,695  scholars  at  ordinary 
Sabbath  schools,  there  are  6869  more  girls  than  boys. 

Children's  Record — Copies  circulated  in  schools  monthly,  54,258,  being  an  in- 
crease over  last  year  of  261 ;  circulated  otherwise,  8742;  total  monthly  circulation, 
68,000. 

Sabbath  school  missionary  contributions : — total  contributions  for  the  year  (in- 
cluding £1005,  fo.  6d.,  New  Year  Offering  for  Lovedale  Mission,  South  Africa), 
£3842,  Os.  lljtd.,  being  an  increase  orer  last  year  of  £890,  8s.  l}d. 

Amid  the  increased  life  and  activity  everywhere  apparent  in  Sabbath  school  work. 
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the  committee  hare  felt  the  increasing  importance  of  maintaining ''  use  and  wont  ** 
in  the  soand  and  thorough  doctrinal  inetmction  of  the  scholan.  With  thia  Tiew 
there  was  inserted  in  the  schedole  for  this  year  a  qnery  as  to  the  extent  to  which 
the  Shorter  Catechism  appears  to  he  tanght  in  the  schools.  The  result  haa  been 
eminently  satisfactory.  It  is  most  gratifying  to  obaenre  that»  with  TCiy  few  exeep- 
tions,  the  nse  of  the  Catecliism  appears  to  be  nnirersal  thronghoat  the  Sabbath 
schools  of  the  Charoh. 

Only  858  congregations  hsTO  libraries  aTailable  for  Sabbath  schools,  with  an 
aggregate  of  84,854  rolomes.  The  committee  respectfally  urge  the  formation  of  each 
libraries,  as  a  great  means  of  Increasing  the  nsefolnesss  and  attractions  of  the  school. 
In  theattention  giren  to,  and  proYiaion  made  for,  the  young  in  the  stated  Sabbath 
services,  progress  continoes  to  be  made.  In  many  cases  there  are  periodically  spe- 
cial sermons,  in  others  a  separate  brief  address,  in  others  a  portion  addressed  either 
in  coarse  of  or  at  close  of  the  ordinary  sermon. 

Separate  senrices  for  the  yonng,  specially  intended  for  those  who  are  otherwise 
neglected,  continne  to  be  greatly  increased  all  over  the  conntiy.  Of  the  self-denial 
and  perserering  labonrs  which  these  involve,  a  large  and  honourable  share  falla  to  the 
agencies  of  the  Free  Church.  Many  of  them  are  held  on  Sabbath,  mostly  daring  the 
ordinary  hours  of  worship,  when  the  children  would  be  otherwise  nncared  for ;  others 
on  week  evenings,  some  for  congregational,  some  for  "missionary"  children.  A 
great  variety  of  methods  is  followed,  but  all,  in  character  and  parpose,  are  more  or 
less  evangelistic. 

The  desirableness  of  improved  accommodation  for  many  of  the  Sabbath  schools 
of  the  Church  has  been  referred  to  in  former  years,  both  by  the  committee  in  their 
reports  and  by  the  convener  in  the  General  Assembly.  Many  schools  meet  ia 
places  the  most  inconvenient  and  unsuitable,  both  for  teachers  and  scholara.  The 
committee  respectfully  urge  that  care  should  be  taken  by  kirk-sessions  that  all  rea- 
sonable accommodation  and  comfort,  for  the  sake  alike  of  the  teachers  and  of  the 
children,  be  afforded  to  those  who  labour  among  them  in  this  work. 

After  presenting  the  report,  Mr.  Wm.  DICKSON  said — As  stated  in  the  report^ 
which  1  have  the  honour  to  lay  upon  the  table  of  the  Assembly,  the  aspect  of  the 
Sabbath  school  work  of  the  Church,  as  presented  in  the  great  amount  of  information 
received,  continues  to  be  most  encouraging.  While  there  are  not  a  few  tokois  of 
fruit,  there  is  nothing  like  the  memorable  state  of  things  among  the  young  pre- 
sented in  the  committee's  report  of  1874 ;  but  there  is  evidence  that  Uie  blesaed 
rain  which  then  fell  haa  made  the  ground  more  fruitful  There  is  good  cause  to 
believe  that  much  of  the  spiritual  emotion  of  those  days  is  now  to  be  found  settled 
into  the  increase  of  patient,  prayerful  labour  now  going  on  in  the  Sabbath  achool 
field.  Some  four  or  Art  years  ago,  when  the  Education  Act  was  in  prospect^  I  Ten- 
tnred  to  remark  that,  come  what  might  of  our  week-day  schools,  and  much  aa  wa 
might  deplore  the  lessening  of  the  religious  element  in  these,  the  Free  Church  had 
always  a  noble  Bible  Education  Scheme  to  fall  back  upon  in  her  Sabbath  schools — 
a  scheme  which  might  fail  for  want  of  love,  but  could  never  fail  for  want  of  money, 
because  money  had  nothing  to  do  with  it^  The  teachers'  sole  wages  were  the  lore 
of  Christ  in  their  hearts,  and  the  answer  of  a  good  conscience.  The  report  now  laid 
upon  your  table  amply  shows  that  instead  of  falling  off,  not  only  throughout  her 
membership,  but  in  aU  the  inferior  courts  of  the  Church,  that  cause  is  more  full  of 
life  than  ever. 

I  have  long  been  of  opinion  that^  from  the  pressure  of  other  business,  this  great 
cause  did  not  receive  the  time  and  consideration  to  which  it  was  entitled.  This  haa 
never  hitherto  been  urged,  but  now  that  the  Church  is  so  laying  her  heart  to  the 
subject — ^now  that,  as  shown  in  this  report,  her  Sabbath  school  work  concerns  the 
interests  of  nearly  two  hundred  thousand  sools — ^now  that  so  much  could  be  said,  if 
members  had  only  deliberate  opportunity  for  saying  it,  surely  a  few  hours,  or  occa- 
sionally even  a  whole  diet,  might  not  be  too  much  to  devote  to  it  Let  me  here  in 
a  word  refer  to  the  fear  sometimes  expressed  lest  we  should  overdrive  this  matter, 
and  lest  the  Sabbath  school  should  interfere  with  parental  instruction.  Let  me  say 
that  this  is  a  consideration  of  which  tlie  committee  are  never  unmindful.  But  it  ia 
to  be  remembered  that  on  the  reception  of  a  child  by  the  Church  in  baptism  within 
her  visible  pale,  a  twofold  responsibility  is  undertaken,  one  by  the  parent^  the  other 
by  the  Chnreh.    Of  these  the  respective  parliea  can  never  relieve  each  otl^r.    It 
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Is  to  tbe  Chnrch*8  share  in  this  responaibility  that  her  Sabbath  school  work  per- 
tains. The  parents'  separate  responsibility  remaioB,  and  this  the  committee  never 
eeaae  to  pot  in  ih€  fore-front  in  all  their  references  to  the  snbject.  But  may  I  once 
for  all  be  permitted  to  say,  that  it  is  just  those  parents  who  are  most  careful  in  their 
own  duties  to  their  children  who  are  found  most  heartily  to  co-operate  with  the 
43«bbath  school 

One  outstanding  feature  this  year  is  the  increase  in  all  directions  of  the  encou- 
ngement  and  help  to  efficiency  afforded  to  the  teachers.  This  is  belieyed  far  to 
exeeed  even  what  is  shown  in  the  report.  Instead  of  losing  time  in  mere  useless 
lamenting  OTer  what  may  hare  hitherto  been  the  lack  of  service,  the  Church,  as  the 
vepori  abundantly  shows,  is  earnestly  setting  herself  to  supply  the  deficiency.  And 
aeeordingly,  it  is  found  that  year  by  year  the  lerel  of  elfecti?ene8S  is  manifestly 
tiaing  all  orer  the  Church.  Next  to  the  warm  sympathy  of  ministers  and  kirk- 
.aeaaions,  it  is  believed  that  a  chief  instrumentality  by  which  this  is  being  effected  is 
the  practice  of  annually  sending  a  copy  of  the  committee's  report  to  erery  Sabbath 
•diool  teacher.  All  the  methods  and  practical  suggestions  which  it  contains  are 
thus  made  known  to  alL  New  plans  are  thus  adopted,  and  existing  operations  are 
improTed;  what  has  been  found  useful  in  one  place  is  tried  in  another.  Beginning 
eight  yean  ago  with  Mr.  William  Kidston,  who  Tolunteered  in  this  service,  an  elder 
fans  been  annually  found  who  has  paid  the  whole  expense  (from  £20  to  £80)  of 
reprinting  and  circulating  the  oommittee's  report  to  the  extent  of  about  15,000 
copies.  At  our  Sabbath  school  breakfast  last  week  it  was  intimated  that,  as  stated 
in  the  report^  a  successor  in  this  privilege  was  wanted  for  this  year.  I  am  glad  to 
0*7  that  before  we  left  the  room  the  honour  was  claimed  by  a  long-tried  veteran  in 
Che  woric,  and  member  of  this  House,  my  friend  Mr.  Bobert  Watt^  of  Airdrie.  In 
reference  to  the  report,  which  is  filled  with  facts  as  to  what  is  being  done  through- 
out the  Church,  let  me  respectfally  but  earnestly  urge  upon  all  ministers  not  only 
to  read  it  themselves,  bnt  to  see  to  its  immediate  circulation  as  soon  as  received. 
It  is  a  wrong  done  to  the  teachers,  and  a  poor  return  for  the  generous  kindness  of 
him  who  pays  for  all,  if  this  be  in  any  case  neglected. 

A  new  query  this  year  is  that  in  reference  to  the  Shorter  Catechism.  The 
committee  are  impressed  with  the  importance  of  continued  attention,  not  only  to 
the  skill  and  warmth  of  the  teachers,  but  to  the  scriptural  solidity  and  soundness 
of  the  teaching.  Amid  the  great  increase  of  spiritual  life,  attention  in  this  direc- 
tion may  be  even  specially  needful.  In  the  Christ-like  desire  to  win  souls,  is  there 
not  a  danger  of  our  teaching  becoming  one-sided,  to  the  comparative  neglect  of 
etlier  tmths  not  less  important  1  and  a  danger,  too,  of  mere  hortatory  talk  being 
fNit  in  the  place  of  thorough  catechetical  instruction  1  Here,  let  me  say  for  myself, 
lies  the  inestimable  value,  as  soon  as  the  children  are  old  enough  to  learn  it,  of  the 
Shorter  CatechUm,  which,  as  an  outiine  of  the  whole  truth  of  God,  will  never,  it  is 
lioped,  cease  to  be  what  it  has  been  in  the  week-day  and  Sabbath  schools  of  our 
coonti^.  Our  grandfathers  used  to  tell  of  the  parish  school  daily  drill  in  the 
Catechism  and  &e  Book  of  Proverbs.  Was  it  not  largely  from  such  a  "  warp  and 
woof,"  the  doetrine  of  the  Catechism  and  the  practice  of  the  Proverbs,  that  there 
^eaaie  the  durable  texture  of  our  old-fashioned  Scottish  Christianity  1  The  replies 
to  the  query  are  eminently  satisfactory.  The  Catechism  may  not  always  have  the 
f^Iace  in  the  lessons  which  is  desirable,  but  it  is  more  or  less  taught,  with  compara- 
liTsIy  few  exceptions,  in  all  the  Sabbath  schools  of  the  Church.  It  is  interesting  to 
jsote  that  the  further  north  one  goes,  the  fewer  those  exceptions  become;  and. 
Moderator,  it  may  to  you  be  no  surprise  to  learn  that  in  the  schools  of  the  six 
northmoat  Synods  of  the  Church — Moray,  Boss,  Olenelg,  Sutherland  and  Caithness, 
Orkney,  and  Shetland— the  Shorter  Catechism  is  taught  without  a  single  exception. 
Another  subject  referred  to  in  the  report  is  some  provision  speeially  for  the  young 
in  tbe  ordinary  Sabbath  services.  The  duty  of  making  such  provision  seems  now  to 
be  generally  acknowledged,  the  form  and  extent  of  it  varying  as  the  minister  may 
Jndge  to  be  best.  There  is  at  least  no  singularity  now  attaching  to  a  portion  being  given 
to  the  young  in  the  course,  or  at  the  close,  of  the  ordinary  sermon.  If  precedent 
were  wanted,  it  was  as  gratifying  as  it  was  new,  in  the  sermons  preached  before  this 
'General  Assembly,  both  yesterday  and  on  the  previous  Sabbath,  by  my  friends  Dr. 
Black,  of  Inverness,  and  Mr.  William  Balfour,  to  hear  in  each  of  them  a  few  words 
.Addressed  to  the  children  present    To  separate  Sabbath  services  for  the  young  I  do 
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not  at  present  refer  farther  than  to  say,  that  In  so  far  as  congregational  children  ar# 
coucemed,  the  ordinary  aervice  la  in  some  qaarters  being  made  so  interesting  and 
attractive  even  to  the  children,  that  any  other  is  neither  needed  nor  desired. 

The  missionary  contribations  from  our  Sabbath  schools  agidn  show  a  considerable 
increase.  They  amount  for  the  past  year  to  the  large  sam  of  above  £8800,  nearly 
£400  more  than  in  any  one  year  since  the  Disruption.  Of  this,  not  the  least 
gratifying  portion  is  the  "Children's  New-Tear  Offering"  for  oar  Sonth  African 
Mission  at  LoTcdale,  for  waggons,  oxen,  and  charch  building.  That  mission 
wanted  £800.  The  case  was  pleaded  in  the  ChUdren^s  Mecord,  The  children 
have  answered  by  sending  in  to  the  treasurer  £1005,  and  Mr.  Young  states  that 
on  no  former  occasion  has  thd  work  been  gone  into  with  such  spirit,  or  been  so^ 
widely  shared  in  all  over  the  Church.  As  to.  the  Cktldr€n*8  Record,  while  we  are 
thankful  that  it  more  than  holds  its  ground,  it  is  surely  to  be  regretted  that  there 
are  still  schools,  some  of  them  very  large  ones,  though  they  need  not  be  named,, 
where  not  a  single  copy  of  the  Itecord  is  reported  as  received.  Shut  off  in  Uiis  way 
from  any  regular  information,  it,  of  course,  is  not  to  be  expected  that  these  should 
feel  or  show  any  interest  in  the  missionary  schemes  of  the  Church.  Let  me  take  the 
opportunity  of  saying  that  contributions  for  the  Children* a  Record  will  be  thankfully 
welcomed  from  the  many  of  our  ministers  who  are  so  well  able  to  write  them, 
especially  those  brief  first  articles  directed  to  the  children's  own  spiritual  good 
which  from  time  to  time  appear,  though  the  responsibility  of  judging  as  to  aui^ 
ableness  must,  of  coarse,  always  be  reserved. 

Another  important  matter  referred  to  in  the  report  is  that  of  proper  accommoda- 
tion for  our  Sabbath  schools.  This  subject,  to  which  1  have  more  than  once  referred 
in  former  Assemblies,  is  brought  before  the  House  by  memorial  from  the  Convention 
of  Sabbath  School  Teachers  held  in  Paisley  in  October  last.  Many,  especially  of  our 
missionary  schools,  are  held  in  places  utterly  unfit  for  the.  purpose,  ill -lighted,  ill- 
ventilated,  depressing  alike  to  teachers  and  scholars.  A  case  was  discovered  by  the 
Assembly's  evangelistic  deputies  last  autumn,  where  a  Free  Church  elder  had  kept  n 
Sabbath  school  for  thirty  years  with  no  better  accommodation  than  a  care  in  a  rock, 
on  the  shores  of  Argyleshire.  Things  ought  not  so  to  be.  If  the  teacher  gives  his 
love  and  his  labour,  surely  the  Church  should  see  to  his  proper  accommodation.  The 
Sabbath  school,  like  the  visible  Church,  has  a  body  as  well  as  a  soul.  It  is  well  for 
us  to  say  to  it,  "  Depart  in  peace,  be  ye  warm  and  filled,"  but  if,  notwithstanding,  we 
give  them  not  those  things  which  are  needful  for  the  body,  what  doth  it  profit  1  Lei 
kirksesions,  in  their  care  for  the  schools,  see  that  the  best  available  accommodation 
be  provided,  and  let  deacons'  courts  see  that  rents  and  all  expenses  are  paid,  and  not 
left  to  come  out  of  the  pocket  of  the  teacher,  as  hitherto  has  sometimes  been  the 
case.  When  a  new  church  is  built,  let  the  Assembly's  Charch  Building  Committee, 
and  all  contributors,  stipulate  that  there  shall  be  a  fit  place  for  the  Sabbath  sehooh 
We  don't  turn  our  cellars  into  nurseries;  are  we  not  glad  rather  when  we  can  give 
up  the  brightest  room  in  the  house  for  the  little  onesl  Shall  the  Church  do  less  for 
her  children?  Our  friend  Mr.  Charles  Inglis,  the  brief  notice  of  whose  work  in  the 
report  will  be  read  with  interest^  and  whose  eminent  usefulness  in  Sabbath  school 
matters  has  been  known  to  me  for  more  than  thirty  years,  has  done  excellent  ser- 
vice in  this  as  well  as  in  other  directions. 

The  subject  of  a  hymn  book  has  been  often  spoken  of.  It  has  again  had  the 
attention  of  the  committee,  fourteen  different  hymn  books  having  been  before  them, 
all  more  or  less  in  use  in  Sabbath  schools.  Some  of  these  collections  are  excellent^ 
but  after  full  consideration  the  committee  are  unable  to  see  their  way  either  to  re- 
commend oflScially  any  particular  book,  or  to  take  any  step  towards  a  new  one.  The 
practical  diflScuUies  in  producing  a  hymn  book  for  this  purpose,  such  as  would  at 
once  be  thoroughly  popular  and  satisfactory,  and  such  as  the  Church  could  authorise^ 
are  greater  than  may  at  first  appear.  But  my  reference  to  the  subject  is  rather  to 
make,  on  my  own  responsibility,  a  practical  "BusTgestion.  We  have  no  end  of  spiritual 
songs  for  children,  some  of  them  very  beautiful,  but  perhaps  not  a  few  would  be  none 
the  worse  if  they  had  a  little  more  in  them  of  practical  duty.  When  the  golden 
thread  of  truth  and  the  silver  thread  of  mosic  are  twined  together  into  the  memory  of 
childhood,  a  moral  power  is  created  which,  even  all  through  an  ungodly  life,  can  nerer 
be  entirely  got  quit  of.  I  know  nothing  better  for  this  purpose  than  the  friend  of  my 
own  childhood,  the  *'  Divine  and  Moral  Songs  "  of  Dr,  Watts.     Why  should  not  theMr 
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be  bronght  back  into  oar  families  and  schools  1  Let  a  Toice  speak  for  them  which 
has  ofien  been  heard  in  this  Assembly,  but  which  is  silent  now — that  of  the  lata 
beloTed  Dr.  James  Hamilton  of  London.  In  his  article  on  Isaac  Watts,  memorable 
with  many  of  us,  in  the  North  British  Review,  he  thus  writes : — '<  The  last  time  Isaac 
Watts  took  np  Uie  lyre,  was  to  entertain  and  instruct  the  lambs  of  the  flock.  Arrived 
at  middle  life,  a  bachelor,  a  stndent,  and  an  inyalid,  it  might  baye  been  supposed  that 
be  had  lost  his  interest  in  children,  if  he  did  not  even  find  their  company  an  irritation 
and  a  troable.  He  felt  that  his  mental  harrest  had  been  reaped,  and  fancied  that 
with  hia  powers  it  was  coming  to  the  sere  and  yellow  leaf.  But  there  was  still  the 
Michaelmas  summer.  It  brought  out  again  some  bloesoms  of  the  spring ;  it  reyealed 
some  birds  of  passage  which  had  not  taken  flight ;  and,  for  the  sake  of  the  children, 
he  caged  the  birds,  and  made  a  posy  of  the  flowers,  and  he  has  left  them  in  his 
*I>iTine  and  Moral  Songs.'  And  what  should  we  haye  done  without  themi  How 
tame  and  toneless  would  the  days  of  our  childhood  stand  out  to  our  retrospect  if 
stripped  of 'The  Cradle  Hymn,'  and  'Abroad  in  the  Meadows,'  and  'The  Bose,  that 
Beautifnl  Flower '1  And  cross,  and  lazy,  and  hard-hearted  as  we  are,  how  much, 
worse  might  we  have  been,  were  it  not  for — 

'  Let  dogB  delight  to  bark  and  bite. 
For  God  hath  made  them  so,' 

and  'The  Busy  Bee/  and  '  The  Voice  of  the  Sluggard,'  and  'Whene'er  I  take  my 
Walks  Abroad '  1  Kind  tutor !  how  mellow  is  thy  memory  1  how  hallowed  and  how 
innocent  do  the  days  now  look  that  we  spent  with  thee !  and  how  glad  we  are  to 
think  that  in  the  homes  and  the  Sunday  schools  of  Britain  and  America,  some 
millions  of  young  minds  are  still,  from  year  to  year,  enjoying  thy  companionship,  so 
loTing,  wise,  and  holy  1 " 

On  another  point,  in  this  connection,  let  me  say  a  word,  namely,  the  Talue  of  the 
moral  training  which  may  often  Tery  simply  be  giren  by  encouraging  children  to  do 
"little  deeds  of  kindness."  A  child's  hymns  acquire  to  himself  .a  new  enjoyment 
when  ha  finds  how  he  can  solace  a  sickbed  by  singing  to  the  sick  one  such  a  hymn  as 
"  Safe  in  the  arms  of  Jesus."  Beyond  the  mere  sentiment,  there  is  precious  heart- 
training  to  the  little  one  who,  for  Christ's  sake,  carries  even  a  rery  small  gift  to  the 
aick  or  the  aged.  At  the  noonday  children's  meeting  last  Saturday,  where  the  young 
people  had  been  previously  invited  to  give  in  texts  upon  cards,  for  the  use  of  tho 
Uidies'  Flower  Mission,  I  found  laid  upon  the  table,  without  any  name,  a  little  bunch 
of  fresh  flowers.  There  was  attached  to  it  a  card,  upon  which,  in  the  writing  of  a 
child,  were  the  following  words : — "  And  Qod  shall  wipe  away  all  tears  from  their 
eyes ;  and  there  shall  be  no  more  death,  neither  sorrow,  nor  crying,  neither  shall 
there  be  any  more  pain ;  for  the  former  things  are  passed  away."  Who  the  writer 
was  I  know  not,  else  the  incident  should  not  have  been  mentioned ;  but  was  there 
not  spiritual  instinct,  as  well  as  tender  sympathy,  in  the  choice  of  such  a  text — ^such 
a  wonl  In  season  for  some  one  who  was  suffering  or  weary  1 

Lei  me,  once  more,  advert  to  a  consideration — in  one  view  fitted  to  suggest 
caution,  but  in  another  so  peculiarly  fitted  to  encourage —the  comparative  im- 
pressibility  both  of  the  minds  and  hearts  of  the  young.  What  we  learn  young,  we 
remember  long.  Many  years  ago,  when  travelling  through  Palestine,  I  encamped 
one  night  after  a  thirty  miles'  journey.  Behind  me  were  the  valleys  of  Galilee,  shaded 
by  the  hot  base  of  evening ;  but  far  away  to  the  north  I  saw,  in  all  its  distinctness, 
the  son  shining  brightly  on  the  hillside  from  which  I  had  set  out  in  the  morning.  Even 
so,  how  deep,  how  enduring,  how  vivid  to  the  last,  are  the  impressions  of  our  early 
ehildhood.  They  remain  unfaded  at  the  distance  of  a  lifetime,  while  the  far  more  im« 
portant  events  and  teachings  of  after  years — the  highest  joy  s  and  the  deepest  sorrows-^ 
even  the  deathbeds  and  graves  of  those  very  dear  to  us — have  become  comparatively 
powerless  and  forgotten.  Those  early  impressions  of  inward  experience  as  well  as  of 
ontward  life,  are  like  the  rocks  and  trees,  the  little  landmarks  which  stand  out  dis-^ 
tlnetly  to 'the  last  on  the  far-off  sunlighted  land  of  childhood  from  which  we  started' 
in  the  morning  of  life,  while  the  mists  of  intervening  years  dim  the  weaiy  miles 
we  have  traveUed  since  then.  If  these  things  be  true,  how  unspeakably  important 
ia  the  Christian  teaching  of  the  young,  and  the  precious  opportunities  for  it  which, 
by  her  vast  Sabbath  school  organisation,  the  Church  at  present  enjoys.  What  a  call 
in  every  way,  by  sympathy,  guidance,  and  prayer,  to  cheer  on  her  Sabbath  schools 
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ieaoben,  fifteen  thousand  of  the  warmest  of  her  hearts  and  most  diligent  of  her 
Viands.    Let  ub,  let  them,  thank  God,  and  take  coange. 

"  If,  among  the  older  people, 

YoD  may  not  be  apt  to  teach, 
'  Feed  my  lambs,'  says  Christ  the  shepherd, 

Place  the  food  within  their  reach : 
And  it  may  be  that  the  children 

You  haye  led  with  trembling  hand 
Will  be  found  among  your  jewels, 

When  you  reach  the  better  land." 

Dr.  BEGG,  in  rising  to  more  the  adoption  of  the  report,  said  the  subject  which 
htA  been  so  admirably  set  before  them  by  Mr.  Dickson  was  undoubtedly  one  of  the 
most  important  that  could  engage  the  attention  of  the  Assembly.  The  Choreh  was 
nnder  great  obligations  to  Mr.  Dickson  for  all  that  he  had  done  in  connection  with 
this  work,  and  the  report  which  he  had  now  laid  upon  the  table  was  one  of  the  moat 
interesting  that  had  ever  been  presented  to  the  Church.  It  was  worthy  of  a  wide 
circulation,  and  he  rejoiced  that  Mr.  Dickson  had  succeeded  this  year,  as  in  former 
years,  in  finding  a  liberal  elder  ready  to  giro  it  that  circulation.  The  bare  &ets  thai 
they  had  15,000  Sabbath  school  teachers  and  178,000  Sabbath  scholars  were  anffieieni 
to  awaken  the  gpreatest  gratitude  in  the  minds  of  all  the  members  of  the  Aaaemblj. 
The  fact  of  so  many  children  attending  their  Sabbath  schools  surely  pointed  to  groat 
and  undeniable  progress  on  the  part  of  our  Church;  and  when  they  thought  that  in  the 
course'  of  a  very  few  years  these  children  would  be  grown  to  men  and  women,  the  import- 
ance  of  their  being  subjected  to  sound  Christian  teaching  could  not  be  oTcr-eatimaied. 
The  true  theory  of  Sabbath  schools  deserred  their  serious  consideration.  It  was 
not  that  they  proposed  to  exempt  the  common  schools  and  teachers  of  the  land  from 
responsibility  in  teaching  religion,  but  the  very  rcTerse.  He  should  say  that  it 
would  be  a  dark  day  for  Scotland  if  the  only  instruction  that  the  children  ttoArtd, 
important  though  it  be,  was  to  be  found  in  Sabbath  schools,  and  this  only  one  day 
in  seren,  and  if  the  Sabbath  school  teachers,  instead  of  finding  the  cliildren  already 
grounded  in  the  great  truths  of  the  Divine  Word,  were  obliged  to  begin  at  the  fetj 
alphabet,  and  weary  out  their  strength  in  teaching  the  elements  of  religion.  It  was 
«  grand  thing  that  day  and  Sabbath  schools  should  combine  in  communicating  inatme- 
tion  in  religion,  while  at  the  same  time  not  superseding  the  responsibility  of  parents. 
This  responsibility  was  a  fondameotal  principle — "  These  words  shall  be  in  thy 
heart,  and  thou  shalt  teach  them  diligently  to  thy  children."  The  theory  of  Sabbatk 
schools  was  this,  that  the  Church  had  a  special  responsibility  in  connection  in 
the  first  place  with  her  baptized  members,  and  in  the  next  place  the  responsibility 
-of  teaching  every  creature  to  whom  she  had  access.  He  was  extremely  glad  to 
find  the  extent  to  which  not  only  the  Divine  Word  but  the  Catechism  was  being 
taught  in  connection  with  their  Sabbath  schools.  It  was  of  great  importance  to  storo 
the  minds  of  the  children  with  truth  in  a  well-arranged  form,  and  it  was  moreover 
a  vital  matter  that  the  grand  distinctive  truths  which  they  held  to  be  peenlisr 
to  the  Divine  Word  were  taught  to  the  children.  Some  shrunk  from  the  idea  of 
teaching  those  higher  doctrines  which  were  found  in  the  Shorter  Catechism.  They 
said  that  children  could  not  possibly  understand  them,  and  that  some  of  them  were 
not  only  beyond  the  comprehension  of  children,  but  not  necessary  to  be  committed 
to  memory.  Now,  in  regard  to  this,  there  was  (preat  delusion,  beeanse  when  the 
memory  was  stored  with  truth,  the  truth  remained  until  it  waa  overtaken  by  the 
judgment.  He  rejoiced  that  he  was  required  in  youth  to  commit  to  memory  nearly 
the  whole  Psalm  Book,  great  portions  of  the  Bible,  and  the  whole  of  the  Caiechisns« 
He  was  therefore  glad  that  the  Shorter  Catechism  was  being  so  generally  employed, 
but  he  should  like  also  to  see  the  whole  Proverbs  separated  and  committed  to 
memory  by  the  children  of  the  land.  These  divinely-inspired  proverbs  were  instinet 
with  the  highest  wisdom.  They  were  much  deeper  than  human  proverbs.  For 
example,  we  say  that  "experience  teaches  fools,"  but  the  Scripture  says — "Bn^  a 
Ibol  in  a  mortar  with  a  pestle,  yet  will  not  his  foolishness  depart  from  him,"  and  we 
know  that  this  is  the  case.  It  requires  wisdom,  heavenly  wisdom  indeed,  to  pnrfit 
by  experience.  So  of  all  departments  of  human  life,  including  that  beantifhl  passage 
4>n  female  duty — *'  Her  husband,"  not  herself* "  is  known  in  the  gates  when  he  sitteth 
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-mmoiigst  the  eldm  of  the  Umd."  Of  coarse  the  grand  and  important  ohjeei  of 
Sabbath  aehool  work  ia  the  conTeraion  of  children,  and  bringing  to  bear  the  rital 
tmtha  of  the  Diyine  Word  npon  their  consciences  and  hearts.  If  allowed  to  throw 
cot  a  saggeation,  it  woold  be  that  they  oaght»  if  possible,  to  get  as  many  of  their 
Sabbath  aehoola  oondacted  in  the  morning  as  they  possibly  coold.  This  took  away 
€nm  parents  all  ezense  for  neglecting  to  give  instmction  to  their  children  on  Sabbath 
^ereninga.  Dr.  Begg  dwelt  on  this,  and  quoted  from  the  "  Directory  for  Worship/' 
«iid  the  ^Directions  for  Family  Worship,"  in  proof  of  its  great  importance.  He 
moTed  that  the  Assembly  approTC  of  the  report,  and  commend  the  work  of  Sabbath 
aehoola  to  the  consideration  and  snpport  of  the  inferior  courts  of  the  Chnrch. 

Hr.  HACALISTEB  rose  to  say  that  there  waa  a  reason  why  the  « Children's 
Record  "  was  not  circulated  in  some  schools,  at  least  in  his  district,  and  he  was  sure 
that  if  the  oonTcner  had  thought  of  it,  he  would  not  have  condemned  all  such  schoola 
withont  discrimination.  Of  coursot  in  all  proper  Free  Church  schools  it  ought  to  be 
in  drenlation ;  but  they  found  it  necessary  to  have  undenominational  schools,  and 
iMt  only  to  have,  but  to  encourage  them,  for  they  were  doing  a  good  work.  Now, 
in  these,  it  waa  quite  clear  that  they  were  not  at  liberty  to  introduce  the  "  Record." 
A  point  of  some  importance  in  connection  with  the  number  of  children  under  Free 
-Church  Sabbath  school  instruction  had  been  raised  more  than  once  in  his  Presby* 
teiy.  He  did  not  know  how  Mr.  Dickson  had  settled  it,  but  they  had  found  con- 
eiderable  difficulty.  At  one  time  it  was  agreed  that  no  schools  should  be  reported 
except  those  under  the  direct  supervision  of  the  kbk-sessions.  But  he  believed  the 
true  way  was,  and  he  thought  his  Presbyteiy  had  now  come  to  that  conclusion,  to 
report  those  children  in  undenominational  schools,  who  were  there  taught  by  Free 
C^hurch  people,  as  under  Free  Church  instruction.  If  they  did  not  do  this,  there  waa 
one  of  the  best  circles  of  Sabbath  school  teaching  anywhere  to  be  found,  that  would 
•remain  onreported  in  the  county  of  Fife. 

Mr.  W.  HENDERSON,  elder,  Aberdeen,  seconded  the  motion. 

After  some  remarks  by  Dr.  ELDER,  Rothesay,  and  other  gentlemen,  in  support 
-of  increased  interest  in  Sabl^ath  school  work,  the  motion  was  adopted  in  the  follow- 
ing terms : — 

The  Assembly  approve  of  the  report.  They  record  their  thanks  to  the  committee, 
especially  to  the  convener ;  fur^er  they  record  their  thanks  to  the  large  number  of 
Sabbath  school  teachers  who  are  engaged  in  this  department  of  the  work  of  the  Church. 

The  Assembly  commend  the  diligence  of  kirk  sessions,  presbyteries,  and 
aynods,  in  compliance  with  the  uog unction  renewed  in  the  deliverance  of  last 
Aaaembly. 

In  particular,  they  express  their  saUsfaction  with  the  staUatics  and  information 
Aa  to  Sabbath  schools,  and  the  various  matters  bearing  upon  the  relation  of  the 
Chnrch  to  the  young,  contained  in  the  report  now  laid  before  the  Assembly. 

They  renew  their  injunction  npon  all  kirk  sessions,  presbyteries,  and  synods^ 
that  from  time  to  time,  and  at  least  once  a  year,  consideration  shall  be  given  to  the 
anbject  of  Sabbath  schools,  and  eapecially  by  kirk  sessions  in  reference  to  the 
Sabbath  schools  connected  with  their  several  congregations ;  and  they  anew  com* 
mend  the  whole  matter  of  the  Church's  relation  and  duty  to  the  young  to  the 
eontinued  attention  and  care  of  the  inferior  courts  of  the  Church. 

The  Aasembly  recommend  that  in  each  presbytery  a  Committee  of  Presbytery 
be  appointed  to  watch  over  the  Sabbath  schools  within  the  bounds,  to  i^ort  to  the 
presbytery  not  less  frequently  than  twice  a  year.  They  further  recommend  that  a 
deputation  be  appointed  in  each  presbytery  to  visit  the  Sabbath  schools  during  the 
eoorse  of  the  ensuing  summer,  and  to  preach  to  the  young  in  the  various  congrega- 
iions  within  th^  bounds. 

The  Assembly  recommend  that  on  a  suitable  occasion  an  opportunity  be  given  to 
congregations  to  contribute  to  the  funds  of  the  Sabbath  School  Committee.  Further, 
ibey  renew  their  former  recommendation,  that  regularly  from  the  pulpit,  and  at 
family  worship  on  Sabbath  mornings,  special  prayer  be  made  for  the  young  of  the 
Chnrch,  and  for  teachers  and  scholars  in  all  her  Sabbath  schools. 

The  Memorial,  being  printed  and  in  the  hands  of  the  members,  was  approved  of;  and 
in  accordance  therewith,  the  General  Assembly  earnestly  recommend  to  kirk  sessions 
and  other  parties  having  charge  of  Sabbath  schools  connected  with  our  congregations 
io  osa  all  meana  for  lecuring  comfortable  aooommodation  for  the  schools. 
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SEBVIOEB  FOB  THB  TOUHO. 

The  following  oTerlure  was  read  from  the  Preibyteiy  *of  Dundee  anent  relig^oii* 
services  for  the  yoohg : — "  Whereas  religioas  serrices  for  the  young  are  being  held 
in  rarlons  large  towns,  which  It  is  belicTed  hare  been  prodoetiye  of  much  good ;  and 
whereas  it  is  desirable  to  bring  such  services  into  entire  harmony  with  the  organisaUon 
of  the  Ohurch :  it  is  humbly  overtured  to  the  venerable  the  Oeneral  Assembly  to  take 
the  whole  subject  into  their  consideration,  and  to  take  such  steps  as  may  be  deemed 
best  fitted  to  promote  the  interests  of  the  Church  and  the  religious  training  of 
the  young." 

Mr.  NEIL  TAYLOR,  Dundee,  moved~<<  The  General  Assembly,  acknowledging 
the  importance  of  the  object  aimed  at  in  the  services  known  as  ^  religions  services 
for  the  young,'  conducted  by  office-bearers  and  members  of  different  ehurchesy 
instruct  Presbyteries  to  exercise  supervision  over  these  services ;  and  further  instruct 
the  presbyterial  correspondents  of  the  Sabbath  Schools  Committee  to  collect  facts 
and  statistics  in  regard  to  said  services  conducted  within  their  bounds,  and  forward 
them  to  the  convener  of  the  Sabbath  Schools  Committee,  with  »  view  to  their  being 
appended  to  the  report  on  Sabbath  schools." 

Dr.  BEGG  seconded  the  motion. 

Sheriff  CAMPBELL  pointed  out  that  the  services  were  conducted  by  members 
of  all  the  Presbyterian  Churches,  so  that  they  could  have  no  supervision  over  them* 
He  thought  they  should  be  cautious  in  meddling  with  this  work,  and  avoid  giving 
any  ground  for  supposing  that  they  looked  upon  it  with  suspicion. 

Dr.  BEQG  said  it  did  not  seem  to  him  that  what  Sheriff  Campbell  had  sUted 
should  prevent  the  Assembly  from  getting  information  on  the  subject  as  one  of 
growing  interest  and  importance.  He  presumed  that  Mr.  Taylor  did  not  intend 
that  there  should  be  any  interference  or  assumption  of  jurisdiction  over  persons  not 
belonging  to  the  Free  Church. 

Mr.  BALFOUR  demurred  to  the  idea  that  in  supporting  such  a  motion  they 
were  throwing  suspicion  upon  those  taking  part  in  this  work,  or  that  they  took  less 
interest  in  the  spiritual  welfare  of  neglected  children.  It  was  neoessaiy,  he  thought* 
to  call  for  information,  as  he  was  of  opinion  that  the  ideas  of  religious  worship  im- 
parted were  altogether  fidse.  The  general  mode  of  conducting  these  services  waa 
fitted  to  produce  the  impression  upon  the  minds  of  the  young  that  the  design  of 
religious  worship  was  to  please  the  worshippers,  and  this  was  the  very  essence  of 
superstition.  The  preaching  or  expounding  of  the  Word  of  God  did  not  get  that 
prominence  which  it  has  always  had  in  the  public  worship  of  God  in  this  country,, 
and  which  it  ought  to  have  in  that  worship  whether  among  old  or  young.  The 
greater  proportion  of  the  time  was  taken  up  with  singing  of  hymns  and  short 
prayers.  Moreover,  it  was  instruction  such  as  is  communicated  at  the  Sabbath 
school  that  these  children  required  rather  than  separate  services  for  divine  worship. 
The  parents  ought  to  come  with  them  to  worship.  As  parents  and  children  had  fkWvk 
together,  the  object  should  be  to  raise  them  together.  He  also  objected  to  the 
work  being  conducted  by  those  who  were  young  and  inexperienced.  Those  who 
conducted  and  superintended  these  services  ought  to  be  present  at  the  regular  diets 
of  worship.  It  was  very  undesirable  that  so  many  young  people  who  acted  as 
monitors  idN^uld  be  absent  from  the  stated  worship  of  God  in  the  sanctuary. 

Mr.  SHIACH,  Dunfermline,  said  that  he  had  a  share  in  the  responsibility  of 
sending  up  an  overture  on  this  important  subject  to  last  Assembly,  which  led  to  » 
full  discussion  and  resulted  in  the  Assembly's  recommending  it  to  the  friendly  and 
prayerful  consideration  of  the  Church.  The  Presbytery  of  Dunfermline  had  accord? 
ingly,  like  some  others,  appointed  a  committee  to  confer  with  those  conducting  such 
services  within  the  bounds.  Personally  he  was  deeply  interested  in  the  movemenk. 
A  dozen  gentlemen  in  his  own  congregation  were  in  the  habit  of  taking  part  in  sueh 
services,  and  more  than  that  number  acted  as  monitors.  It  was  an  experiment, 
and  a  successful  experiment  And  the  Church  could  not  afford  to  do  otherwiio 
than  encourage  and  as  far  as  possible  guide  the  movement.  A  minority  of  those 
actively  engaged  in  such  work  belonged,  he  believed,  to  the  Free  Chnreh.  He 
thought  it  undesirable  to  reopen  the  matter,  and  would  second  the  amendment  of 
Sheriff  Campbell  if  put  in  this  form,  viz.,  that  the  Assembly  renew  the  reeommendse^ 
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tion  of  lut  ABBemblj,  that  PreBbyteriea  i^honld  give  their  carefal  conaideration  to 
tlds  matter. 

Dr.  BAINY  thought  the  Asaembly  Bhoold  be  caatlons  as  to  the  way  in  which 
Ik^y  set  agoing  an  inquiry  into  this  aabject ;  and  that  it  would  be  wise,  in  the 
meanUme,  merely  to  renew  the  recommendation  contained  in  the  deliyerance  of  the 
Aaaembly  laat  year. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor  was  withdrawn,  and  the  suggeation  of  Principal  Rainy 
beeame  the  finding  the  House. 

BBFOBT  01*  7INAK0S  OOtf MUTEBL 

Mr.  WILLIAM  WOOD  laid  before  the  Assembly  the  Finance  Report  (Appen« 
•dix  No.  Xin.) 

The  report  was  adopted. 

ltbb^riak'b  house. 

With  reference  to  the  Librarian's  House,  the  Assembly  sanctioned  the  arrange- 
ment by  which  that  house  shall  be  annexed  to  the  Free  Church  Offices,  and  a  com- 
pensation to  the  amount  of  £60  annually  be  paid  the  librarian  for  the  time  being. 

ALLOWAKOSB  TO  WmOWS  AND  FAMILIES  OF  MINISTEBS. 

The  Assembly  called  for  the  Special  Report  of  the  Snstentation  Fund  Committee 
ttient  Allowances  to  the  Widows  and  Families  of  Ministers,  which  being  printed  and 
in  the  hands  of  the  members,  was  referred  to  by  Dr.  Wilson,  one  of  the  joint-con- 
▼eners,  who  addressed  the  Assembly  thereanent. 

LTON  STBEKT  0HX7B0H,  QLASOOW. 

The  Assembly  took  up  the  application  from  Lyon  Street  Free  Church,  Olasgow, 
relatlTe  to  Chalmers'  Endowment. 

The  Assembly  granted  the  application. 

FOBTINQALI.. 

The  Assembly  heard  the  Report  of  the  Platform  Committee  on  the  case  of 
FortingaU,  and  the  Assembly  approved  of  the  Report,  and  found  accordingly,  putting 
Fortingall  on  the  Platform  according  to  Act  YIIL  1875. 

The  Assembly  then  adjourned  to  meet  next  day  at  half-past  ten  o'clock. 


TTJB9DAY,  MAT  80. 

The  General  Assembly  met  this  morning  at  half-past  ten— Dr.  Moody  Stuart, 
Moderator. 

DEPUTY  TO  THE  OANADIAK  OHUBOH. 

The  Assembly  resolved  to  grant  a  commission  to  Mr.  Henderson,  minister  at 
Crieff,  to  the  Assembly  of  the  Canadian  Church. 

coMmnss  on  the  jupioi^  funotionb  of  the  ohuboh. 

The  Assembly  added  the  names  of  Mr.  H.  Tod,  W.S.,  and  Mr.  James  Balfour, 
W.S.,  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judicial  Functions  of  the  Church. 

BANOnONINa  OF  ohabqes. 

The  Assembly  called  for  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Sanctioning  of  Charges, 
which  being  printed  and  in  the  hands  of  the  members,  was  referred  to  by  Mr.  Main, 
the  oonrener,  who  addressed  the  Assembly  thereanent. 

The  Assembly  approve  generally  of  the  report,  and  resolye  as  follows : — 
In  the  case  of  Mayfield,  in  the  Presbytery  of  Edinburgh,  the  General  Assembly, 
on  the  report  of  their  committee,  with  acquiescence  of  parties,  grant  the  application, 
and  sanction  this  station  as  a  ministerial  charge,  on  Uie  footing  of  being  self-sup- 
porting, and  on  the  understanding  that,  before  proceeding  to  the  calling  of  a  minis- 
ter, the  congregation  shall  satisfy  the  Presbytery  and  the  Sustentation  Fund 
Committee  that  a  sum  of  at  least  £167  is  being  contributed  to  the  Snstentation 
Fond  for  his  maintenance. 


2^0  SAKCTIONINO  OF  CHABQES. 

In  the  OEM  of  Granton  and  Wardia,  in  the  Presbytery  of  Bdinbnzgh,  the  Goneni^ 
Anembly,  on  the  report  of  their  committee,  with  acqaiesoence  of  partiei^  grant  the 
application,  and  sanction  thia  atation  aa  a  mdnisterial  charge,  on  the  fooUng  of  being 
nltimately  self-aapporting,  and  on  the  nndentanding  that,  before  proeeeding  to  the 
calling  of  a  miniater,  the  congregation  ahall  aatiafy  the  Preabyteiy  and  the  Snaten- 
tation  Fund  Committee  that  a  sum  of  at  least  £175  is  being  contributed  to  the 
Sostentation  Fnnd  for  his  maintenance.  And  further,  the  Assembly  authorise  the 
Home  Mission  Committee  to  give  in  this  case  the  usual  grant  to  Church  Eztenaion 
charges. 

In  the  case  of  Bank,  New  Cumnock,  in  the  Presbytery  of  Ayr,  the  General 
Aasemblyy  on  the  report  of  their  committee,  with  acquieacence  of  parties,  decline  the 
application,  on  the  ground  that,  though  the  population  is  large,  and  a  new  ehaige  ia 
required  in  thia  locality,  the  membership  and  finance  ia  not  aufficient  to  warrant 
sanction  being  giyen  at  preaent.  They  obaerve  tliat  considerable  progress  haa  been 
made  during  the  past  year,  and  they  hope  that  auch  adrance  wUl  continue  to  be 
made  aa  to  justify  sanction  in  another  year. 

In  the  case  of  Uddingstone,  in  the  Presbytery  of  Hamilton,  the  General  AaaenK 
bly,  on  the  report  of  their  committee,  with  acquieacence  of  parties,  grant  the  appli- 
cation, and  sanction  this  station  as  a  ministerial  charge,  on  the  footing  of  Mng 
self-supporting,  and  on  the  understanding  that,  before  proceeding  to  the  calling  of 
a  minister,  the  congregation  shall  satisfy  the  Presbytery  and  the  Sustentatlon  Fond 
Committee  that  a  sum  of  at  least  £157  is  being  contributed  to  the  Sustentatioa 
Fund  for  his  maintenance. 

In  the  case  of  Oatlands,  In  the  Presbytery  of  Glasgow,  the  General  Assembly,  on 
the  report  of  their  committee,  with  acquiescence  of  parties,  grant  the  application^ 
and  sanction  this  mission  as  a  miniiterial  charge,  on  the  understanding  that,  before 
proceeding  to  the  calling  of  a  minister,  the  congregation  shall  aatisfy  the  Presbytery 
and  the  Sostentation  Fund  Committee  that  a  sum  of  at  least  £100  is  being  contri. 
buted  to  the  Sustentatlon  Fund  for  his  maintenance.  Further,  the  Assembly  autho- 
rise the  Home  Mission  Committee  to  give  in  this  case  the  grant  under  the  amended 
regulations  as  to  Territorial  charges,  as  from  15th  September  1875,  the  date  wheik 
the  present  minister  began  his  work  in  this  station. 

In  the  caae  of  Cranston  Street,  Glasgow,  the  General  Assembly,  on  the  report  of 
their  committee,  with  acquiescence  of  parties,  grant  the  application,  and  sancUoifc 
this  station  as  a  ministerial  charge,  on  the  understanding  that,  before  proceeding  to 
the  calling  of  a  minister,  the  congregation  shall  satisfy  the  Presbytery  and  the 
Sostentation  Fond  Committee  that  a  sum  of  at  least  £120  is  being  contributed  to 
the  Sustentatlon  Fund  for  his  maintenimce,  including  £60  guaranteed  for  three 
years  by  the  Deacons'  Court  of  Free  St.  Matthew's,  Glasgow.  Further,  the  Assembly 
authorise  the  Home  Mission  Committee  to  giye  in  tUs  case  the  grant  under  the 
ordinary  regulations  as  to  Territorial  chargea. 

In  the  caae  of  Great  Western  Road  Mission,  Glssgow,  the  General  Assembly,  on 
the  report  of  their  committee,  with  acquiescence  of  parties,  grant  the  application, 
and  sanction  this  station  as  a  ministerial  charge,  on  the  footing  of  being  ultimately 
aelf-Bopporting,  and  on  the  understanding  that  the  Presbytery  and  Sustentatton 
Fund  Committee  are  satisfied  that  a  sum  of  at  leaat  £157  is  being  contributed  to 
the  Sustentatlon  Fund  for  the  maintenance  of  the  minister. 

In  the  case  of  Shettlestone,  in  the  Presbytery  of  Glasgow,  the  Assembly,  on  the 
report  of  their  committee,  with  acquiescence  of  parties,  grant  the  application,  and 
aanction  this  station  as  a  ministerial  charge,  on  the  footing  of  being  ultimately  aelf- 
supporting,  and  on  the  understandiDg  that,  before  proceeding  to  the  calling  of  a 
minister,  the  congregation  shall  satisfy  the  Presbytery  end  the  Sustentailon  Fund 
Committee  that  a  sum  of  at  least  £182  is  being  contributed  to  the  Sustentatlon 
Fund  for  his  maintenance.  Further,  the  Assembly  authorise  the  Home  Mission 
Committee  to  giye  in  this  case  the  usual  grant  to  Church  Extension  charges. 

In  the  case  of  Eelty,  in  the  Presbytery  of  Kinross,  the  Aesembly,  on  the  report 
of  their  committee,  with  acquieacence  of  parties,  grant  the  application,  and  aanction 
this  station  aa  a  ministerial  charge,  on  the  understanding  that,  before  proceeding  to 
the  calling  of  a  minister,  the  congregation  shall  satisfy  the  Presbytery  and  the  8as- 
tentation  Fund  Committee  that  a  sum  of  at  least  £80  is  being  contributed  to  the 
Sostentation  Fund  for  his  maintenance.     The  Assembly  also  strongly  recommend 
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that  the  whole  of  the  oontribntiona  to  the  Fond  be  raised  independently  of  church* 
door  eolleetiona.  Farther,  the  AeBemblj  authorise  the  Home  Mission  Committee  to 
gire  in  this  ease  the  osnal  grant  to  Chnrch  Extension  charges. 

In  the  case  of  Dora  Street  Mission,  Dandee,  the  Assembly,  on  the  report  of  their 
eommittee,  with  acquiescence  of  parties,  grant  the  application,  and  sanction  this 
mission  as  a  Territorial  charge,  on  the  understanding  that,  before  proceeding  to  the 
calling  of  a  minister,  the  congregation  shall  satisfy  the  Presbytery  and  the  Sostenta- 
tion  Fund  Committee  that  a  sum  of  at  least  £100  is  being  contributed  to  the  Sos« 
tentation  Fund  for  his  maintenance.  Further,  the  Assembly  authorise  the  Home 
Mission  Committee  to  giye  in  this  case  the  grant  under  the  ordinary  regulations  a» 
to  Territorial  charges. 

In  the  case  of  Wilson  Territorial  Mission,  Dundee,  the  Assembly,  on  the  report 
of  their  committee,  with  acquiescence  of  parties,  grant  the  application,  and  sanction 
this  station  as  a  ministerial  charge,  on  the  understanding  that,  before  proceeding  ta 
the  calling  of  a  minister,  the  congregation  shall  satisfy  the  Presbytery  and  the  Sos* 
tentation  Fond  Committee  that  a  sum  of  at  least  £100  is  being  contributed  to  the 
Sostentation  Fund  for  his  maintenance,  including  £50  per  annum  for  five  years 
from  the  Deacons'  Court  of  St.  Paurs,  Dundee.  Farther,  the  Assembly  authorise  the 
Home  Mission  Committee  to  giye  in  this  case  the  grant  under  the  regulations  as  to 
ordinary  Territorial  charges. 

In  the  case  of  Stomoway  Second  Charge,  in  the  Presbytery  of  Lewis,  the  As* 
lembly,  on  the  report  of  their  committee,  with  acquiescence  of  parties,  grant  the 
appUeation,  and  sanction  tMs  station  as  a  ministerial  charge,  on  the  footing  of  being 
self-sapporting,  and  on  the  understanding  that,  before  proceeding  to  the  cidling  of  a 
minister,  the  congregation  shall  satisfy  the  Presbytery  and  the  Sustentation  Fund 
Committee  that  a  sum  of  at  least  £180  is  being  contributed  to  the  Sustentation 
Fund  for  his  maintenanee. 

In  the  ease  of  Sanday  Station,  in  the  Presbytery  of  Orkney,  the  Assembly,  on* 
the  report  of  their  eommittee,  with  the  acquiescence  of  parties,  decline  the  applica- 
tioo,  on  the  ground  that  there  is  another  Free  Church  within  conyenlent  distance  of 
the  present  congregation,  and  that,  in  present  drcumstanoes,  it  is  not  expedient  to 
erect  two  minister&kl  charges  in  a  district  with  a  limited  population.  The  Assem- 
bly recommend  to  the  Sustentation  Fund  Committee  to  send  a  deputation  to  confer 
with  the  two  congregations,  with  the  riew  of  their  being  united  under  one  ministry. 

Brolas,  Morren,  in  the  Presbytery  of  Mull — the  Assembly,  on  the  report  of  their 
committee,  with  the  acquiescence  of  parties,  decline  these  applications,  on  the 
ground  that  there  are  no  sufficient  resources  for  the  maintenance  of  ministers.  The 
Assembly  recognise  the  great  need  of  a  settled  ministry  in  both  places,  but  think 
that  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  substantial  proyision  be  made  by  endowment, 
and  they  can  only  repeat  the  deliyerance  of  the  former  Assembly,  by  recommending 
to  the  friends  df  the  Highlands  to  proyide  such  aid  as  may  soon  warrant  the  Assem- 
bly in  complying  with  the  wishes  of  the  peoplb. 

In  the  case  of  Qarve,  in  the  Presbytery  of  Dingwall,  the  Assembly,  on  the  report 
of  their  committee,  with  acquiescence  of  parties,  decline  the  application,  on  the 
ground  that  no  progress  appears  as  yet  to  be  made  in  the  way  of  organisation  such 
as  to  warrant  sanction.  The  Assembly  recognise  the  liberal  contribution  offered  by 
this  congregation,  and  they  hope  that,  by  another  year,  such  improyement  will 
appear  as  will  enable  the  Assembly  to  erect  this  station  into  a  ministerial  charge. 
They  would  also  suggest  that  an  endowment  should  be  proyided. 

In  the  case  of  Fordyce,  in  the  Presbytery  of  Fordyce,  the  General  Assembly,  on 
the  report  of  their  committee,  with  acquiescence  of  parties,  grant  the  application, 
and  sanction  this  station  as  a  ministerial  charge,  on  the  understanding  that,  before 
proceeding  to  the  calling  of  a  minister,  the  congregation  shall  satisfy  the  Presbytery 
and  the  Sustentation  Fund  Committee  that  a  sum  of  at  least  £80  is  being  contri- 
hoted  for  his  maintenance ;  and  on  the  further  understanding  that  at  least  £70  shall 
be  contributed  by  direct  contributions  to  the  Fund ;  the  Assembly  also  authorise 
the  Home  Mission  Committee  to  giye  in  this  case  the  usual  grant  to  Chnrch  Exten- 
sion charges. 

In  the  case  of  Bourireebush,  in  the  Presbytery  of  Aberdeen,  the  Qeneral  Assem* 
biy,  on  the  report  of  their  committee,  with  acquiescence  of  parties,  grant  the  appli- 
cation, and  disjoin  this  congregation  from  the  ministerial  charge  of  Maryculter,  and 
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Teduce  it  to  a  preaching  station,  placing  it  under  the  charge  of  the  Home  Miarion 
Committee,  that  it  may  reeeive  the  oanal  grant  to  atationa  on  the  condition*  appli- 
cable thereto,  and  on  the  anderstanding  that  the  congregation  of  liaryenlter  shall 
continue  to  maintain  at  least  the  contribntions  of  the  united  oongregations  t«o  the 
Sustentation  Fund. 

In  the  case  of  Whithorn  and  Isle  of  Whithorn,  in  the  Presbytery  of  Wigton,  the 
General  Assembly,  on  the  report  of  their  committee^  with  aeqoiesoenee  of  parties, 
grant  the  application,  and  disjoin  said  congregations,  on  the  understanding  that  the 
eongregatlon  of  Whithorn  shall  be  retained  on  the  Platform  of  the  Equal  BiTidend, 
under  the  ministry  of  the  Ber.  F.  F.  Anderson,  hitherto  a  minister  of  the  Joint 
congregations,  and  that  the  congregation  of  Isle  of  Whithorn  shall  be  a  separate 
chaige,  and  shall  take  its  place  among  the  extra  platform  charges  from  the  date  of 
disjunction.  And  on  the  further  understanding  that»  before  proceeding  to  call  a 
minister  to  the  now  racant  charge,  the  congregation  shall  satisly  the  Presbytery 
and  the  Sustentation  Fund  Committee  that  a  sum  of  at  least  £100  is  being  contri- 
buted to  the  Sustentation  Fund  for  the  maintenance  of  a  minister.  In  the  speeial 
circumstances  of  this  case,  the  Assembly  authorise  the  Home  Mission  Oomxnittee 
to  glTC  the  usual  grant  to  Church  Extension  charges. 

In  the  case  of  the  petition  from  Strathconnon,  in  the  Presbytery  of  Dingvall, 
the  Qeneral  Assembly,  on  the  report  of  their  committee,  with  acqnieaeenee  of 
parties,  grant  the  application,  and  authorise  the  Committee  on  the  Highlands  and 
Islands  to  give  a  grant  from  their  funds  of  £30  for  fire  years  towards  the  main- 
tenance of  the  minister  of  that  charge. 

BALBS  AVD  TBAVSFEBKrOIB  OF  PBOPXBTT. 

The  Assembly  called  for  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Sales  and  Transferences 
•of  Property,  which  being  printed  and  in  the  hands  of  the  members,  was  refsRed  to 
by  Mr.  MELDBUM,  a  member  of  the  Committee,  who  addressed  the  Asaemblj  there- 
anent. 

The  Assembly  approve  generally  of  the  report,  and  resolre  as  follows  :— 

In  the  case  of  the  petiUon  of  the  Deacons*  Court  of  Finniesion  Free  Ghurdi, 
Olasgow,  with  concurrence  of  the  congregation  and  approval  of  the  Presbytery,  the 
General  Assembly,  on  the  report  of  their  committee,  with  acquiesoenee  of  parties, 
authorise  the  Deacons*  Court  and  the  Trustees  in  whom  the  property  is  Tested  to 
sell  and  convey  their  present  church,  on  the  condition  that  the  Deacons'  Court  shall 
apply  the  pro<^eds  towards  the  erection  of  a  new  church ;— the  requirements  and 
prorisions  of  Act  VIII.  1863  anent  Sales  and  Tranaference  of  Property  being  always 
observed. 

In  the  case  of  the  petition  of  the  Deacons'  Court  of  the  Wynd  Free  Chnreh, 
Glasgow,  with  concurrence  of  the  congregation  and  ooncurrenee  of  the  Praibyteiy, 
the  General  Assembly,  on  the  report  of  their  committee,  with  acqoieseenoe  of  par- 
ties, authorise  the  Deacons'  Court  and  the  Trustees  in  whom  the  property  is  vested 
to  sell  and  convey  their  present  church,  and  apply  the  proceeds  towanis  ^e  ereetaon 
of  a  new  church; — ^the  requirements  and  provisions  of  Act  YIIL  1868  anent  Salea 
and  Tranaferenee  of  Property  being  always  observed. 

In  the  case  of  the  petition  of  the  Dmcous'  Court  of  Free  St.  David's  Chureh, 
Glasgow,  with  concurrence  of  the  congregation  and  approval  of  the  Prabyteiy,  the 
General  Assembly,  on  the  report  of  their  eommittee,  with  aoquiescenee  of  parties, 
authorise  the  Deacons'  Court  and  the  Trustees  in  whom  the  property  is  vested  to 
sell  and  convey  their  present  church  and  site,  and  apply  the  proceeds  towards  the 
erection  of  a  new  church ;— the  requirements  and  provisions  of  Aet  YIIL  1868  anent 
Sales  and  Transference  of  Property  lieing  always  observed. 

In  the  case  of  the  application  of  the  Deacons'  Court  of  Free  St.  Stephen's 
Chnreh,  Perth,  with  concurrence  of  the  congregation  and  approval  of  the  Presbytery, 
the  General  Assembly,  on  the  report  of  their  committee,  with  acqnieaosnee  .of 
parties,  authorise  the  Deacons'  Court  and  the  Trustees  in  whom  the  property  is 
vested  to  sell  and  convey  their  present  church,  and  apply  the  proceeds  towards  the 
erection  of  a  new  church  ,* — the  requirements  and  provisions  of  Act  YIIL  1868  anent 
8ales  and  Transference  of  Property  being  always  observed. 

In  the  case  of  the  application  of  the  Deacons'  Court  of  Bridgegate  Free  Chnreh, 
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Oliflgov,  with  oonenrrenee  of  the  congregation  and  approval  of  the  Presbytery, 
applying  for  leaye  to  sell  the  present  manse,  and  apply  the  proceeds  to  the  erection 
or  poreluue  of  a  iiior«  suitable  manse,  devoting  whatever  sarplua  there  may  be  to 
the  endowment  of  the  miniaterial  charge,  or  to  chnrch  building  purposes  in  con- 
nection with  the  congregation, — the  General  Assembly,  on  the  report  of  their 
CDinmittae,  with  acquiescence  of  parties,  grant  authority  to  the  Deacons'  Court  and 
the  trustees  in  whom  the  property  is  vested  to  sell  and  convey  the  present  manse, 
and  apply  the  proceeds,  so  far  as  needful,  to  the  erection  or  purchase  of  another 
manae— on  condition  that  any  surplus  shall  be  devoted  to  the  endowment  of  the 
ministerial  charge ;  and  that  with  reference  both  to  the  new  manse  and  the  endow- 
ment, the  requirements  and  provisions  of  Act  YIII.  1863  anent  Sales  and  Trans* 
ference  of  Property  shall  be  observed. 

In  the  case  of  the  application  of  the  Deacons'  Court  of  the  Free  Church  Con- 
gregation of  Cromarty,  with  concurrence  of  the  congregation  and  approval  of  the 
Presbytery,  the  General  Assembly,  on  the  report  of  their  committee,  with  acquies- 
cence of  paries,  authorise  the  Deacons'  Court  and  the  trustees  in  whom  the  pro- 
perty is  vested  to  sell  and  convey  their  present  manse,  and  apply  the  proceeds 
towards  the  erection  of  a  new  manse; — ^the  requirements  and  provisions  of  Act 
VIII.  1863  anent  Sales  and  Transference  of  Property  being  always  observed. 

In  the  case  of  the  application  of  the  Deacons'  Court  of  Free  North  Church, 
Stirling,  with  conourrenco  of  the  congregation  and  approval  of  the  Presbytery, 
applying  for  authority  to  sell  the  manse  belonging  to  the  congregation,  the  General 
Asaembly,  on  the  report  of  their  committee,  with  acquiescence  of  parties,  authorise 
the  Deaeons'  Court  and  the  trustees  in  whom  the  property  is  vested  to  sell  and 
conrey  their  present  manse,  and  apply  the  proceeds  towards  the  erection  of  a  new 
manse; — the  requirements  and  provisions  of  Act  YIII.  1868  anent  Sales  and  TranB- 
ference  of  Property  being  always  observed. 

In  the  case  of  the  petition  of  the  Education  Committee  of  the  Free  Church, 
asking  authority  to  sell  an  outlying  portion  of  the  Boarding  House  attached  to  the 
Normal  School,  Moray  House,  Edinburgh,  the  General  Assembly,  on  the  report  of 
their  committee,  with  acquiescence  of  parties,  authorise  the  Education  Committee 
and  the  trustees  in  whom  the  property  is  vested  to  carry  the  proposed  sale  into 
effect,  provided  that  the  price  is  either  applied  towards  the  improvement  or  enlarge- 
ment of  the  Normal  School  premises,  or  is  invested  until  it  can  be  so  applied. 

In  the  case  of  the  application  of  the  Deacons'  Court  of  the  Free  Church  Con- 
gregation at  Conpar- Angus,  with  coucurrence  of  the  congregation  and  approval  of 
the  Presbytery,  the  General  Assembly,  on  the  report  of  their  committee,  with 
acquiescence  of  parties,  authorise  the  Deacons'  Court  and  the  trustees  in  whom  the 
property  is  veated  to  sell  and  convey  the  Free  Church  school,  and  apply  the  pro- 
ceeds towards  the  erection  of  another  school ; — the  requirements  and  provisions  of 
Act  YIII.  Assembly  1863  anent  Sales  and  Transference  of  Property  being  always 
obierred. 

In  the  case  of  the  application  of  the  Free  Church  Congregation  at  Kilsytb,  with 
concurrence  of  the  congregation  and  approval  of  the  Presbytery,  applying  for 
authority  to  sell  the  minerals  under  the  church  and  manse,  school  and  schoolmaster'a 
house,  and  to  invest  the  amount  realised  by  the  sale  for  behoof  of  the  minister  of 
the  eongregatioli  for  the  time  being,  the  General  Assembly,  on  the  report  of  their 
committee,  with  acquiescence  of  parties,  find  that  the  application  in  its  present  form 
ii  not  one  which  they  ought  to  grant,  but  they  remit  the  case  to  the  Chnrch  and 
Manse  Building  Committee  for  further  inquiry  and  consideration,  instructing  them 
to  report  to  the  Commission  in  August,  and  grant  full  power  to  the  Commission  at 
that  meeting  to  dispose  of  the  case  as  they  see  proper. 

In  the  case  of  the  petition  of  the  Free  Gaelic  Congregation,  Dunoon,  praying 
the  Assembly  to  instruct  the  Deacons'  Court  of  the  English  charge  at  Dunoon  to 
make  an  equitable  division  to  the  petitioners  of  the  money  value  of  the  buildings 
of  the  English  congregation,  the  General  Assembly,  on  the  report  of  their  com- 
mittee, with  acquiescence  of  parties,  find  that  it  is  not  competent  for  the  General 
Assembly  to  grant  the  prayer  of  the  petition. 

In  the  ease  of  the  petition  of  the  Free  Presbytery  of  Kin  tyre,  making  application 
that  a  sum  of  £220  which  was  raised  and  provided  by  Miss  Helen  Campbell,  and 
the  interest  applied  to  the  salary  of  the  teacher,  and  afterwards  to  maintenance  of 
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religions  ordinances  in  connection  with  the  pastoral  chai^  of  Kilberj  and  8oatli 
Enapdale,  may,  with  consent  of  Miss  Campbell,  be  applied  towards  the  endowment 
of  the  said  pastoral  charge,  the  General  Assembly,  on  the  report  of  their  committee, 
with  acqaiescence  of  parlies,  grant  the  prayer  of  the  petition,  and  antlioriBe  the 
interest  of,  or  income  from,  the  said  sum,  which  is  held  and  inrested  by  the  General 
Trustees  of  the  Free  Chnrch,  to  be  applied  to  the  endowment  of  the  charge  of  Kil- 
bery  and  Sonth  Enapdale. 

In  the  case  of  the  application  of  the  Deacons'  Court  of  the  Free  Chnrch  Con- 
gregation at  Darris,  with  approral  of  the  Presbytery,  asking  authority  to  renooneo 
the  lease  of  the  School  at  Brachmont  upon  payment  of  a  price,  and  being  relieired 
of  the  rent,  the  General  Assembly,  on  the  report  of  their  committee,  with  aoqul- 
escence  of  parties,  grant  the  application,  and  authorise  the  Deacons'  Court  to 
renounce  the  lease  upon  the  terms  proposed,  provided  that  the  price  shall  be  applied 
toward  the  extinction  of  the  debt  'of  the  Congregation. 

In  the  case  of  the  petition  of  the  Deacons*  Court  of  the  Free  Chnrch  Congregm- 
lion  at  Sorbie,  praying  that  the  portion  of  the  price  received  for  the  School  belonging 
to  the  Congregation,  which  is  in  the  hands  of  the  General  Treasurer  (being  ^^6), 
may  be  given  to  the  Deacons'  Court  in  order  to  be  applied  in  reduction  of  debt 
incurred  in  improving  the  church,  the  General  Assembly,  on  the  Beport  of  their 
Committee,  with  acquiescence  of  partieS|  in  the  special  circumstances  of  this  case, 
grant  the  application,  and  direct  the  General  Treasurer  to  pay  the  money  as 
craved. 

DISSENTS  FROM  BEBOLUnOK  ANEKT  DISESTABLISHMENT. 

It  was  intimated  that  Dr.  Moody  Stuart  adhered  to  the  dissent  of  Sir  Henry 
Moncreiff. 

REASONS  OF  DISSENT  FBOU  THE  DELIYEBANOE  ON  DISESTABLISHUENT. 

Sir  HENRY  MONCREIFF  gave  in  the  following  reaso^is  of  dissent  from  the 
deliverance  of  the  Assembly  on  the  subject  of  disestablishmenty  come  to  without  a 
vote  on  the  29th  May  : — 

I  dissent  from  this  d^iverance  in  so  far  as  the  Assembly  thereby  adhered 
generally  to  the  deliverance  of  former  Assemblies  on  the  subject,  and  in  so  Ikr  aa 
these  deliverances  were  favourable  to  the  course  advocated  in  the  overtures— 

(1.)  Because  it  is  not  consistent  for  this  Church  to  go  further  in  suggesting  the 
termination  of  the  existing  connection  of  Church  and  State  in  Scotland  than  i» 
absolutely  necessary  for  the  vindication  of  her  principles  and  position,  until  she  be 
prepared  to  specify  a  course  which  Parliament  should  pursue  in  harmony  witli  the 
Headship  of  Christ  over  the  nations,  and  with  the  scriptural  obligations  and  duties 
of  civil  rulers. 

(2.)  Because  in  existing  circumstances  this  Church,  by  swelling  the  ranks  of 
those  who  are  attempting  to  raise  a  political  agitation  for  disestablishment*  mighty 
I  think,  be  practically,  though  unconsciously,  assisting  to  prevent  the  natiomi 
reeognition  of  divine  truth  and  of  the  Church  of  Christ 

(3.)  Because  I  believe  that  such  agitation,  and  any  assistance  given  to  it,  will 
be  vain  for  many  years,  and  that  the  excitement  caused  by  it  will  thus  serve  to 
augment  in  place  of  diminishing  the  evils  complained  of  in  the  overtures,  while  it 
may  produce  worse  evils  than  the  continuance  of  the  present  Establishment. 

(4.)  And  especially,  because  I  believe  thtft  the  tendency  of  any  action  by  the 
Assembly  in  the  line  of  the  overtures  is  to  injure  our  Church,  by  confusing  the 
minds  of  men  as  to  the  meaning  of  our  movements,  and  to  counteract  the  influence 
of  such  instruction  as  she  may  endeavour  to  give  to  her  people  in  what  she  regards 
as  vital  principles  in  her  constitution  and  government 

The  following  names  were  adhibited  to  the  dissent : — H.  Wellwood  Moncreiff, 
William  Ferguson,  Alexander  Brown,  James  Begg,  William  M'Bean,  Nell  Taylor, 
and  D.  M.  Connell. 

These  reasons  were  ordered  to  be  kept  in  reteniea. 

OYBBTUBE  ON  INTUTPBRANCE. 

The  following  overture  on  intemperance,  to  which  the  names  of  Mr.  Charles 


TUESDAY,  MAY  30,  1876.  275 

Cowan  (elder).  Dr.  Elder,  Dr.  Adam,  and  Mr.  Thomas  M'Micking  (elder),  were  ad- 
hibited, was  next  taken  op  :— 

**  That  the  Assemblj  considers  that  the  widely-spread  dronkenness  in  the  cean« 
tiyis  the  canse  of  moeh  prematore  and  often  Tiolent  death,  of  degradation,'pauperism, 
lonacy,  and  crime,  with  heaTj  and  increasing  taxation,  all  which  threaten  the  dis- 
ioeation  if  not  the  deatmction  of  the  social  system,  and  that  it  is  the  duty  of 
Ooreinment  and  Parliament  to  deyise  and  introduce  a  remedy." 

Mr.  COWAK  said  that  while  no  man  rained  more  than  he  did  the  blesslDgs  of 
eonstitutional  goyemment,  he  deeply  deplored  the  indifference  and  the  opposition  of 
the  present  Goyemment  to  fairly  considering  the  problem  that  now  called  for  solution 
is  the  ooontry  arising  out  of  the  drunken  habits  of  the  people.  He  was  no  party 
man,  at  least  he  was  much  less  a  party  man  than  he  was  thirty  years  ago,  and  he 
was  willing  to  giye  eyery  Goyemment  credit  for  endeayouring  to  discharge  its  re* 
sponsible  duties.  But  he  thought  they  ought  to  haye  a  Goyemment  in  this  coun- 
try that  was  a  terror  to  eyil-doers  and  a  praise  and  protection  to  those  who  did  well ; 
bnt  he  could  not  say  that  of  the  present  Goyemment.  He  spoke  not  of  the  present 
Ooyemment  only,  but  of  Ck>yemments  that  were  in  office  before  it  Some  fifteen  or 
twenty  years  ago  the  Goyemment  of  the  day  increased  the  spirit  duty  to  lOs.,  the 
idea  being  that  it  would  decrease  intemperance;  but  they  were  all  agreed  that 
intemperance  had  not  been  decreased.  And  there  was  a  yery  obyious  reason  for 
that,  for  this  article  of  strong  drink  being  raised  to  an  excessiyely  high  and  un« 
natural  price,  had  the  effect  of  inducing  multitudes  of  people  to  craye  for  licenees, 
knowing  that  a  yery  small  per  eentage  of  profit  upon  a  high-priced  article  tended  to 
fill  their  pockets  fiir  more  than  if  the  duty  had  renuUned  where  it  was  before.  He  be- 
liered  there  was  a  great  deal  of  trath  in  that  assertion.  But  what  can  be  said  of  the 
motiyes  of  the  same  Goyemments  who,  in  raising  the  price  of  ardent  spirits  to  the 
pablic,  allowed  to  all  employed  in  the  distilleries'  of  the  eonntry  a  glass  of  spirits 
eyery  morning  at  six  am.,  dutt  fbsb,  and  in  some  cases  larger  libations. 

The  Goyemment  piide  themselyes  on  their  efforts  for  promoting  education,  and 
it  appears  to  embrace  schools  or  nnlyersities  for  teaching  drunkenness.  Can  here 
be  greater  hypocrisy  1  Referring  to  the  Sunday  Closing  Act  for  Ireland,  he  said 
tliat  the  action  of  the  Goyemment  in  regard  to  it  was  simply  disgraceful.  Goyem- 
ments, he  said,  were  too  anxious  about  the  reyenue,  and  too  little  abont  the  moral  well- 
being  of  the  people ;  and  he  might  tell  them  that  he  had  in  his  poisession  a  letter 
from  a  member  of  Parliament  who  held  a  high  position  in  the  fiioal  administration 
of  the  country  at  the  time  the  Forbes  Mackenate  Act  was  passed,  who,  after  stating 
bow  it  affected  the  Exchequer,  in  that  letter  stated  that  he  "  thanked  God  he  had 
no  coneem  with  the  morality  or  immorality  of  the  country."  If  a  Goyemment  were 
composed  of  snch  men  the  sooner  it  was  hurled  from  office  the  better.  Anything  was 
better  than  apathy ;  he  would  sooner  haye  a  ciyil  war  at  home  on  the  question.  If 
they  were  to  saye  the  country  from  annihilation,  and  from  being  no  longer  counted 
among  dyiUsed  nations,  they  must  meet  the  foe,  and  pray  for  and  use  strong  mea- 
sures to  be  deliyered  from  this  tremendous  eyil. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  WOOD,  elder,  seconded  the  motion,  and  suggested  that  the  As- 
sembly petition 'Parliament  to  take  some  measures  to  lessen  the  number  of  pnblic- 
hoanee,  especially  in  seaports. 

Dr.  ADAM  said  that  the  Govemment  had  a  yery  great  responsibility  in  connec- 
tion with  this,  and  the  Church  ought  to  press  upon  it  this  responsibility.  They  had 
already  agreed  to  petition  Parliament,  and  it  appeared  to  him  that  they  would  be 
only  in  the  way  of  their  duty  if  they  approached  the  Goyemment  in  the  matter,  and 
said  to  it  that  it  was  yery  desirable  to  haye  a  Royal  Commission.  He  belleyed  that 
such  a  commission  would  collect  a  yast  amount  of  information,  and  lead  to  the  adop* 
tion  of  measures  of  a  practical  kind. 

Mr.  H'MICKING,  elder,  agreed  that  there  should  be  a  Royal  Commission  to 
^it  different  leading  centres  and  take  the  mind  of  the  people  on  the  subject— not 
U)  make  a  yague  general  inquiry,  but  to  inyestigate  yarious  specific  points.  He 
suggested  that  the  preparation  of  a  memorial  to  the  Goyemment  be  entrasted  to 
the  Temperance  Committee,  and  when  it  is  ready  that  the  Moderator  aign  it  in 
name  of  the  Assembly. 

Mr.  COWAN  said  it  was  an  omission  on  his  part  not  to  moye  a  resolution.  He 
highly  approved  of  the  appointment  of  a  Royal  Commission,  but  he  did  not  think 
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they  should  wait  for  that  Who  will  not  admit  that  the  facta  and  the  condition  of 
the  people  were  but  too  well  known  to  ua  all  1  A  Boyal  Commiaaion  oonld  not 
report  for  at  leaat  two  years,  and  Oovemment  should  take  action  at  once. 

Dr.  BEGG  said  he  approred  of  the  overture,  as  it  seemed  to  him  that  it  went  as 
close  to  the  real,  yltal  question  which  the  country  had  to  deal  witii  as  almost  any- 
things  else.    All  GoTomments  of  the  country  that  they  had  had,  since  he  remem- 
bered, had  for  the  sake  of  revenue  been  on  the  side  of  licensing  public-houses,  and 
otherwise  promoting  the  sale  of  intoxicating  drink ;  and  the  matter  to  which  the 
attention  of  the  country  above  all  things  should  be  directed  was  the  moral  question 
as  to  how  far  the  Government  of  the  country  was  entitled  to  make  money  ont  of  the 
drunkenness  and  demoralisation  of  the  people.    So  long  as  that  question  was  not 
raised  he  was  certain  tJiey  would  only  be  beating  the  air  in  all  their  efforts  in  con- 
nection with  the  suppression  of  drunkenness.    He  was  persuaded  that  until  the 
Government  looked  fairly  at  the  question,  and  saw  what  a  mad  thing  it  was  to  build 
up  with  one  hand  whilst  they  were  pulling  down  with  the  other ;  creating  on  the 
one  hand  crime,  pauperism,  lunacy,  and  disease,  and  on  the  other  hand  spending 
large  sums  of  money  for  the  purpose  of  curing  these  evlls^until  that  matter  was 
fairly  looked  In  the  fiace  they  would  scarcely  be  at  the  commencement  of  the  great 
problem  before  them.    The  ramifications  of  this  evil  were  immense,  not  only  In 
their  own  country,  but  at  sea  and  throughout  the  colonies.     Government  itself 
directiy  promoted  drinking  in  the  annual  contracts  for  mm  for  the  seamen ;  and  any 
one  who  had  been  at  sea  could  not  have  failed  to  observe  that  every  vessel  waa  just  a 
great  floating  hotel,  where  men  were  induced  to  drink,  and  where  there  was  neitlier 
licence  worthy  of  the  name  required  nor  any  duty  imposed  on  the  amount  of  drink 
sold.    In  the  vessels  in  which  he  had  sailed  this  waa  notoriously  the  case ;  and 
though  they  had  a  great  advantage  in  having  a  very  sober  and  ezeellent  captain 
in  one  case,  yet  the  passengers  were  obliged  to  hire  a  watchman  to  take  care  that 
the  vessel  was  not  set  on  fire  at  night  by  drunken  persons  on  board.    He  was 
certain  that  this  was  by  no  means  an  unusual  caae.    No  one  admired  more  than 
he  the  heroiam  of  Mr.  PlimBoU,  and  he  should  like  to  see  many  others  aa  fearless 
in  quoting  tiie  Word  of  God  in  the  faces  of  the  rulers;  yet  at  the  same  time 
even  Kr.  Plimsoll  himself— who  he  supposed  had  never  been  at  sea — ^was  not  aware 
that  probably  he  waa  overlooking  the  greatest  cause  of  disaaters  at  sea— via.,  tha 
drunkenness  of  sailora  and  of  captains.    They  might  speak  about  load-lines,  and 
technical  things  of  that  sort,  but  they  might  depend  upon  it  that  for  one  ahip  sank 
at  sea  by  an  ill-a4i°s^  load-line,  he  should  say  half-a-doaen  were  sunk  on 
account  of  tho  drunkenness  of  those  on  board,  and  of  those  who  had  the  manage- 
ment of  them.    That  was  a  matter  that  demanded  the  immediate  attention  of  the 
Government.     He  agreed  that  a  Royal  Commission  would  do  good  service  in 
ripening  public  opinion,  and  he  thought  that  a  notion  on  these  terms  might  be 
accepted : — 

"  Approve  of  the  object  contemplated  by  the  overture,  and  resolve  to  remit  tlie 
matter  to  the  Temperance  Committee,  with  authority  to  bring  it,-  in  whaterer 
form  they  may  deem  beat,  under  the  notice  of  Parliament  and  of  Govemment, 
with  the  view  of  securing  the  appointment  of  a  Royal  Commission  or  otherwlae, 
for  the  purpose  of  devising  remedies  for  the  existing  evils." 

That  or  any  similar  motion  would  meet  his  views. 

Dr.  WILSON  suggested  that  the  deliverance  of  the  House  should  Indnde  the 
overture  and  thia  addition — 

"Further,  the  Assembly  resolve  to  transmit  a  memorial  to  Government  to 
appoint  a  Royal  Commission  to  visit  different  localltieB  and  inquire  into  this  matter, 
and  remit  -to  the  Temperance  Committee  to  prepare  a  memorial,  to  be  signed  by 
the  Koderator  in  the  name  of  the  Assembly." 

Mr.  COMRIE,  Carnoustie,  said  there  was  one  statement  made  by  Dr.  Begg 
which  he  could  not  allow  to  pass  unchallenged,  especially  as  the  same  line  had 
been  taken  more  than  once  by  Mr.  Kidston,  the  convener  of  the  Temperaaoe 
Committee.  Dr.  Begg  had  said  that  all  Governments  of  this  country  were  alike 
to  blame  in  connection  with  this  matter.  He  (Mr.  Comrie)  thought  that  was  making 
a  statement  in  the  face  of  the  evident  facts  of  history. 

Dr.  BSQG^I  did  not  say  <' Alike  to  blame;'*  I  said  "All  to  bUme,"  in  so  far 
as  they  derived  part  of  their  revenue  from  the  consumption  of  intoxicating  drink. 
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Mr.  COMBIE  said  it  was  a  well-known  fact  that  the  last  GoTernment  were 
tamed  out  of  office  aimplj  because  thej  attempted  to  grapple  with  this  question  of 
iutemperanoe.  The  last  OoTernment  went  out  because  they  wanted  to  do  what  was 
right;  the  present  Government  eame  into  power  because  they  were  prepared  to  do 
what  was  wrong.  It  was  known  tliat  they  were  brought  in  by  the  publicans  of  this 
conntiy.  They  were  put  in  by  the  drinking  interest,  they  were  upheld  by  the 
drinking  interest,  and  they  existed  for  the  drinking  interest — and  if  they  called 
for  eiidenoe  of  that,  he  had  it  here.  Could  anything  haye  been  more  disgraceful 
than  their  action  in  the  matter  of  the  Sunday  dosing  of  public-houses  in  Ireland! 
At  the  well-known  dictation  of  the  English  publicans,  they  last  year  threw  out  Pro- 
fessor Smyth's  bill  on  that  subject — a  bill  called  for  by  every  class  in  Ireland, 
Episcopalian,  Presbyterian,  and  Roman  Catholic ;  and  this  year,  when  Mr.  Smyth 
moved  in  the  matter  by  resolution,  they  renewed  that  opposition,  though  happily 
without  Buceess,  for  the  Commons,  by  a  minority  of  more  than  fifty,  supported  Mr. 
SmytJi.  That  event  was  really  the  only  important  one  in  connection  with  temper- 
ance they  had  heard  of  for  three  years,  and  yet  if  they  looked  at  the  report  of  the 
Free  Church  Committee  on  Temperance,  they  would  find  it  disposed  of  in  a  miser- 
able sentence  like  this: — "Professor  Smyth  has  again  brought  his  bill  before 
Parliament,  entitled  *  Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  on  Sunday  (Ireland)  Bill,'  but 
he  has  since  withdrawn  it  with  the  view  of  re-introducing  it  in  another  session." 
He  thought  it  high  time  that  they  should  arrest  this  style  of  "  reporting ; "  for  he  had 
long  had  a  feeling  that  there  were  some  members  of  that  comxnittee  who  were  Con- 
servatives first  and  temperance  men  afterwards. 

Dr.  JULIUS  WOOD  was  understood  to  speak  to  order,  but  his  remarks  were  quite 
inaudible. 

Mr.  COMBIE  claimed  liberty  to  say  what  he  had  said  as  right  and  proper  in 
connection  with  the  action  of  this  Church  in  the  matter. 

Dr.  BEGG  said  they  were  not  discussing  ihe  temperance  report.  He  held  it 
was  entirely  out  of  order  to  go  into  that 

Mr.  COMBIE  said  he  was  not  discussing  that  report,  but  simply  showing  that 
out  of  its  defects  the  necessity  for  this  present  movement  had  s^en.  Indeed 
but  for  this  action  of  Mr.  Cowan  we  would  have  been  left  as  a  Church  to  occupy  a 
disgraceful  attitude  towards  the  Government  of  this  country  in  connection  with  this 
matter. 

The  Earl  of  KINTOBE  said,  that  without  in  the  least  degree  entering  on  politi- 
cal matters  on  the  floor  of  this  House,  he  was  sure  that  in  the  attitude  this  Church 
was  prepared  to  take  towards  the  Government  in  this  matter,  with  all  their  ecclesl- 
astieism,  they  would  not  forget  their  patriotism.  The  subject  which  had  been 
brought  before  them  was  worthy  of  the  most  serious  consideration  and  prompt 
action. 

The  resolution  suggested  by  Dr.  Wilson  was  then  agreed  to. 

THE  NOMIKATION  OF  STABDINa  OOUHITTEES. 

The  Assembly  called  for  the  Beport  of  the  Committee  on  Nomination  of  Stand- 
lug  Committees,  which  being  printed  and  in  the  hands  of  the  members,  was  re- 
ferred to  by  Mr.  IS  DALE,  the  convener,  who  addressed  the  Assembly  thereanent. 

The  Assembly  approved  generally  of  the  report. 

It  was  moved  and  seconded,  that  the  Standing  Order  ISTo.  2,  under  the  head  of 
Committees,  be  altered  to  the  following  effect : — "  That  one-fourth  of  the  members 
of  eaeh  of  the  standing  committees  shall  retire  annually  In  order  of  rotation,  one- 
half  of  whom  only  shall  be  eligible  for  re-election." 

This  motion  was  withdrawn,  with  leave  of  the  Assembly. 

In  reference  to  the  recommendation  of  the  committee,  the  Assembly  remit  this 
whole  subject  and  the  suggestion  now  made  to  the  Committee  on  Nomination  of 
Committees,  in  conference  with  the  conveners  and  secretaries  of  standing  com- 
mittees, with  instructions  to  report  to  an  early  diet  of  next  Assembly,  with  a  view 
to  regulate  the  nominations  at  that  Assembly. 

The  Assembly,  in  aocordance  with  the  report,  re-appoint  the  committees,  as 
follows : — 

The  Assembly  hereby  re*appoint  the  Sustentation  Fund  Committee — omitting 
Kr.  Charles  M'Eenzle,  Mr.  Bobert  Cowan^  Mr.  Joseph  Davidson,  Mr.  M.  Macdonald, 
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^Mr.  W.  E.  W.  Brown,  Mr.  B.  Bremner,  Mr.  Held,  Mr.  M'Leftn,  Professor  Brace, 
ministers ;  Mr.  J.  W.  Bams,  Mr.  William  Geddes,  Mr.  William  Mitchell,  Mr.  D. 
M'Donald,  Mr.  T.  J.  Boyd,  Mr.  J.  Campbell  White,  Mr.  Heniy  Tod,  Mr.  D.  Mae- 
lagan,  Mr.  Alexander  Hutton,  elders;  Captain  J.  0.  Dalgleish  (deceaaed);  and 
adding  Mr.  Stalker,  Kirkcaldy,  Mr.  Hector  M'Neill,  Campbeltown,  Mr.  Darid 
Simpson,  Lanrencekirk,  Mr.  James  Selkirk,  Aberdeen,  Mr.  Dancan  M'Lean,  Allan- 
ton,  Dr.  Goold,  Mr.  Taylor,  Mr.  R.  Howie,  Mr.  J.  F.  M'Ara,  Mr.  R  M.  Thornton, 
ministers ;  Mr.  Henry  Caddell,  Grange,  Dr.  George  Smith,  Edinburgh,  Mr.  Gilbert 
Beith,  Glasgow,  Dr.  Wilson,  H.M.  Senior  Inspector  of  Schools,  Edinboxgh,  Mr. 
Thomas  Blmiie,  Mr.  James  Henderson,  Mr.  Thomas  Bowatt,  Mr.  Andrew  Syming- 
ton, Mr.  John  Stephen,  Mr.  James  Campbell,  elders — ^Dr.  Wilson  and  Dr.  Bainy 
to  be  joint-conveners. 

The  Assembly  hereby  re-appoint  the  Education  Committee— omitting  Mr. 
William  Mitchell,  elder,  and  Principal  Lumsden,  minister;  Dr.  Camming,  elder 
(deceased) ;  and  adding  Mr.  Clazy,  Mr.  John  Kay,  ministers ;  Mr.  James  Parlane, 
Mr.  Bobert  Lumsden,  elders — Mr.  Main,  convener. 

The  Assembly  hereby  re-appoint  the  Home  Mission  Committee— omitting  Mr. 
Joseph  Davidson,  Mr.  Bobert  Cowan,  Mr.  John  Purves,  Dr.  Thomson,  Mr.  ST  L. 
Walker,  Mr.  James  Dodds,  Dr.  David  Brown,  Mr.  M'Lean,  Mr.  W.  E.  W.  Brown, 
Mr.  A.  H.  Cowan,  ministers ;  Mr.  Duncan  McDonald,  Mr.  J.  Campbell  White,  Mr. 
Alexander  Hutton,  elders;  and  Mr.  Andrew  Peebles,  Captain  J.  O.  Dalgleish 
(deceased) ;  and  adding  Mr.  John  Isdale,  Glasgow,  Mr.  John  Pirie,  Edinbnxgh,  Mr. 
Thomas  Cochrane,  Edinburgh,  Mr.  James  Stalker,  Kirkcaldy,  Mr.  William  Laoghton, 
Greenock,  Mr.  J.  E.  Somerville,  Broughty- Ferry,  Mr.  Andrew  Inglis,  Dundee,  Dr. 
W.  M.  Klcolson,  Linlithgow,  Mr.  £>bert  Williamson,  Ascog,  Mr.  Edgar,  Mr. 
Wylie,  Mr.  Hunter,  Mr.  James  Spence,  Mr.  James  F.  M'Ara,  ministers ;  Mr.  Sheriff 
Campbell,  Dr.  Grainger  Stewart,  Mr.  David  Simpson,  Edinburgh,  Mr.  Gilbert 
Beith,  Glasgow,  Mr.  Scott,  Beanston,  Mr.  A.  S.  Baird,  Glasgow,  Mr.  Hugh  Mos- 
man,  Edinburgh,  Mr.  Towert,  Mr.  James  Campbell,  jun.,  of  Tullichewan  Castle,  Mr. 
John  Stephen,  elders — ^Dr.  Blaikie,  convener. 

The  Aasembly  hereby  re-appoint  the  Committee  on  the  Highlands  and  Islands— - 
omitting  Mr.  Charles  M'Eenzie,  Mr.  M.  Macdonald,  ministers;  Mr.  Willimm 
Mitchell,  elder ;  and  adding  Mr.  George  Mackay,  Inverness,  Mr.  Alexander  Whyta, 
Mr.  Alexander  F.  Boss,  Mr.  Alexander  M*Bae,  ministers ;  Mr.  James  Campbell, 
Jun.,  of  Tullichewan  Castle,  Mr.  Dancan  Grant,  Mr.  J.  Murray,  Campbeltown,  elden 
—Dr.  M'Lauehlan,  convener. 

The  Assembly  hereby  re-appoint  the  College  Committee— omitting  Dr.  Wood 
and  Dr.  Dans,  ministers ;  Mr.  James  Stevenson,  elder ;  and  Principal  Lumsdoii 
(deceased);  and  adding  Dr.  Smeaton  and  Dr.  Goold,  ministers;  Dr.  W.  G.  Blaekie, 
elder ;  Principal  Browi^  in  room  of  the  late  Principal  Lumsden — Mr.  Laughton, 
convener. 

The  Assembly  hereby  re-appoint  the  Colonial  Committee-— omitting  Mr.  John 
Isdale,  Mr.  M.  M'Donald,  Mr.  A.  C.  Sutherland,  Mr.  John  Sinclair,  ministers ;  Mr. 
William  Mitchell,  Mr.  James  Miller,  Mr.  J.  Campbell  White,  Mr.  George  MarUn, 
Mr.  Alexander  Fraser,  elders ;  and  adding  Dr.  David  Brown,  Mr.  N.  L.  Walker, 
Professor  Candllsh,  Mr.  Thornton,  Glasgow,  Mr.  Black,  Kilsyth,  Mr.  Fraser,  Booa- 
keen,  Mr.  Clazy,  Mr.  M'Dermid,  Mr.  Thomson,  ministers ;  Mr.  F.  Brown-DouglsB, 
Mr.  David  MDonald,  Aberdeen,  Mr.  Fairley,  elders — Mr.  Balfbur,  convener. 

The  Assembly  re-appoint  the  Continental  Committee — omitting  Mr.  A.  H. 
Cowan,  Mr.  W.  H.  Carslaw,  Mr.  Campbell,  ministers ;  Mr.  William  Mitchell*  Mr. 
J.  F.  Murdoch  (deceased),  elder ;  and  adding  Dr.  W.  C.  Smith,  Edinburgh,  Mr.  EL 
A.  Thomson,  Edinburgh,  Mr.  Welsh,  Broughton,  Mr.  A.  Comrie,  Carnoustie,  Mr. 
Archibald  Henderson,  Crieff,  Mr.  James  Spence,  Mr.  B.  B.  Watson,  Mr.  Geoiigo 
Wilson,  Mr.  Thomas  Crerar,  Mr.  Alexander  Lee,  Dr.  Goold,  Dr.  Symington,  mini- 
Bters ;  Mr.  B.  Bomanes,  Mr.  John  M.  Symington,  elders— Mr.  D.  Maclagan,  convener. 

The  Assembly  hereby  re-appoint  the  Foreign  Missions  Committee— omitting 
Mr.  James  Johnston,  Mr.  John  I^ird,  Mr.  Alexander  Whyte,  Mr.  Alexander  Cleg- 
horn,  Dr.  Begg,  Mr.  J.  M.  Sloan,  Mr.  Bobert  Cowan,  Mr.  Dugald  Shaw,  ministers ; 
Mr.  William  Mitchell,  elder ;  and  Principal  Lumsden,  Mr.  A.  Peebles  (deceased) ; 
and  adding  Dr.  David  Brown,  Aberdeen,  Mr.  William  Fraser,  Edinburgh,  P.  Mao* 
idnsh,  Lochgelly,  Mr.  Kay,  Dr.  Goold,  Dr.  Symington,  Mr.  M'Dermid,  miniaten ; 
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Dr.  G«orge  Smith,  Edinbargh,  Mr.  David  Simpson,  Edinbargb,  Mr.  Thomas  Binnie, 
Mr.  James  Toang,  Mr.  James  Campbell,  Mr.  John  Stephen,  elders ;  and  any  or- 
dained missionaries  temporarily  at  home — Dr.  Daff,  convener. 

The  Assembly  hereby  re-appoint  the  Committee  on  the  Conversion  of  the  Jews 
— omitting  Mr  R.  Bremner,  Mr.  G.  W.  Thomson,  Mr.  Sturrock,  Mr.  Kobert  Cowan, 
ministers;  Mr.  Alexander  Fraser,  Mr.  James  Templeton,  elders;  and  Mr.  Andrew 
Peebles  (deceased) ;  and  adding  Mr.  D.  K.  Qathrle,  Liberton,  Mr.  A.  B.  Campbell, 
Markinch,  Mr.  Arthur  Thomson,  Tester,  Dr.  Goold,  Mr.  John  Kay,  ministers ;  Mr. 
James  Miller,  Bothesay,  Mr.  James  Henderson,  elders ;  and  any  ordained  mission- 
aries temporarily  at  home— Dr.  Moody  Stuart,  convener. 

The  Assembly  hereby  re-appoint  the  Church  and  Manse  Building  Fund  Commit- 
tee— omitting  Mr.  R.  Mackenzie,  elder;  and  Mr.  David  Martin  (deceased) ;  and  add- 
ing Mr.  Thomas  Binnie,  Mr.  John  M.  Robertson,  elders — Professor  Macgregor  and 
Mr.  Keldnim,  joint-conveners. 

The  Assembly  hereby  re-appoint  the  Ante-Disruption  Ministers'  Fund  Commit- 
tee— adding  Dr.  Adam,  minister;  Colonel  Young,  elder — Dr.  Wood,  convener. 

The  Assembly  hereby  re-appoint  the  Assembly  Arrangements  Committee — 
omitting  Mr.  W.  Mitchell,  elder,  and  Principal  Lumsden  (deceased) ;  and  adding 
Mr.  John  Isdale,  minister;  ^ir.  J.  M.  M'Candlish,  Rev.  Peter  Hope,  Dr.  Blackie, 
elder — The  Moderator,  convener ;  Sir  H.  W.  Moncrelff,  vice-convener. 

The  Assembly  hereby  re-appoint  the  Finance  Committee — omitting  Mr.  David 
Thorbnm,  minister;  and  Principal  Lumsden  (deceased);  and  adding  Mr.  R.  G.  Bal- 
four, M.  A.  Melville,  Glasgow,  ministers ;  Mr.  John  Cowan,  W.S.,  Edinburgh,  Mr. 
John  M'Clnre,  Glasgow,  Mr.  Thomas  Binnie,  elders — Mr.  Wm.  Wood,  convener. 

The  Assembly  hereby  re-appoint  the  Publications  Committee — omitting  Dr.  A. 
Spence,  minister;  and  adding  Dr.  M.  Dodds,  Glasgow,  Dr.  W.  C.  Smith,  Edinburgh. 
Mr.  Wateraton,  Glasgow,  Mr.  D.  D.  Bannerman,  Dalkeith,  Mr.  John  Kay,  Dr.  Bin- 
nie, Mr.  Thomson,  ministers — Mr.  Cusin,  convener. 

The  Assembly  hereby  re-appoint  the  Board  of  Examiners— omitting  Principal 
Lamsden  (deceased) ;  and  adding  Dr  Binnie — Mr.  A.  Whyte.  convener. 

The  Assembly  hereby  re-appoint  the  Distribution  and  Employment  of  Proba- 
tioners Committee-M>mitting  Mr  Andrew  Cunningham,  Mr  James  M'Naoght,  Mr. 
Alexander  Cusin,  Mr.  William  M'Indoe,  Mr.  Thomas  Crerar,  Mr.  James  Wells, 
ministers;  Colonel  Toung,  Mr.  William  Mitchell,  Mr.  John  M'Lure,  elders;  and 
adding  Dr.  Goold,  Mr.  John  Kay,  ministers — Dr.  T.  Smith,  convener. 

The  Assembly  hereby  re-appoint  the  Election  of  Professors  Committee — omitting 
Mr.  Alexander  M'Watt,  Mr.  F.  M'Rae,  Afr.  James  Bain,  ministers;  Mr.  James 
SteTenson,  elder;  and  adding  Dr.  Fairbaim,  Newhaven,  Dr.  Dodds,  Glasgow,  Mr. 
Addis,  Momingside,  Dr.  M'Lauchlan,  Dr.  Goold,  Dr.  John  Kennedy,  ministers ;  Dr. 
Joflhua  Paterson,  Glasgow,  elder — Dr.  Beith,  convener. 

The  Assembly  hereby  re-appoint  the  Committee  on  the  Platform  of  the  Equal 
DiTidend — omitting  Mr.  William  Mitchell,  elder,  and  Captain  J.  O.  Dalgleish  (de- 
eeased);  and  adding  Dr.  Goold,  minister;  Mr.  Thomas  Binnie,  Mr.  F.  Brown- 
Douglas,  Col.  Young,  Mr.  J.  M.  Robertson,  elders, — Mr.  D.  D.  Bannerman,  convener. 

The  Assembly  hereby  re-appoint  the  Committee  on  the  Nomination  of  Standing 
Committees — omitting  Sir  H.  W.  Moncrelff,  Dr.  Wood,  Mr.  N.  L.  Walker,  ministers ; 
Mr.  W.  Wood,  Mr.  William  Mitchell,  Mr.  George  Martin,  elders ;  and  adding  Mr. 
Archibald  Henderson,  Crieff,  Mr.  George  Wilson,  Glenluce,  Mr.  T.  S.  Anderson, 
Orailing,  ministers ;  Mr.  Daniel  Frazer,  Glasgow,  Dr.  John  Prlngle,  Edinburgh,  Mr. 
D.  M.  Watson,  Bnllionfield,  elders — Mr.  Isdale,  convener. 

The  Assembly  hereby  re-appoint  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  Religion  and 
Morals — omitting  Mr.  John  Purves,  Mr.  Alexander  Steele,  ministers ;  and  adding 
Dr.  Walker,  Mr  T.  S.  Anderson,  Crailing,  Mr.  Hunter,  Mr  Torrance,  Mr.  Cl&zy, 
ministers ;  Mr.  Hugh  Mosman,  Mr.  J.  M.  Symington,  elders — Mr.  Alexander  Mac- 
kenssie,  convener,  Mr.  J.  H.  Wilson,  vice-convener. 

The  Assembly  hereby  re-appoint  the  Committee  on  Sabbath  Observance-Padding 
Dr.  Easton,  Mr.  John  Kay,  ministers ;  Mr.  J.  M.  Symington,  elder ;  Principal  Lums- 
den (deceased) — Mr.  Alexander  Mackenzie,  convener. 

The  Assembly  hereby  re-appolnt  the  Committee  on  Temperance— adding  Dr. 
Rainy,  Mr.  Inglis,  Dr.  Duns,  Dr.  Robert  Macdonald,  Mr.  Alexander  M'Kenzie,  Dr. 
Thomas  Smith,  Dr.  Begg,  Dr.  Adam,  Dr.  Goold,  Mr.  D.  D.  Bannerman,  Mr.  William 
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KoBs,  Mr.  John  Kay,  Mr.  William  Qibson,  Mr.  J.  Smith,  Tarland,  Mr.  J.  M.  ffloan. 
Professor  Blaikie,  Mr.  Hector  Hall,  Mr.  Affleck,  Mr.  Alexander  Comrie,  ministen;: 
Br.  Murraj  Mitchell,  Colonel  Toong,  Mr.  Ferguson  of  Kinmandy,  Mr.  Daniel  Fraser, 
Mr.  J.  Gordon  of  Parkhill,  Mr.  William  Henderson,  Deranha,  Dr.  Miller,  Broomfield, 
Mr.  W.  M.  M'Kean,  Mr.  Hngh  Mosman,  Mr.  J.  Campbell  White,  Mr.  James  MUler, 
Mr.  William  Dickson,  Mr.  Thomas  M'Micking,  Mr.  Charles  Cowan,  Mr.  John  Har- 
rej,  Colonel  Davidson,  elders, — Mr  Kidston,  convener. 

The  Assembly  hereby  re-appoint  the  Committee  on  Marriage  Affinity — Dr.  Can- 
dlish,  convener. 

The  Assembly  hereby  re-appoint  the  Committee  on  the  Welfare  of  Tonth — Mr> 
David  Maclagan  and  Mr.  Alexander  Why te,  joint-conveners. 

The  Assembly  hereby  re-appoint  the  Special  Commission  on  Transfer  of  Schools, 
— Dr.  Begg,  convener ;  Mr.  Main,  Prof.  Macgregor,  and  Mr.  Meldmm^ vice-conveners. 

The  Assembly  hereby  re-appoint  the  Committee  on  Congregations  giving  leas 
than  £50  a  year — Dr  Adam,  convener. 

The  Assembly  hereby  re-appoint  the  Committee  on  Church  Extension  Building 
Fund — Dr.  Adam,  convener. 

The  Assembly  hereby  re-appoint  the  Committee  on  General  Presbyterian  Coun- 
cil, adding  Sir  H.  Moncreiff,  Dr.  Goold,  Mr.  John  Kay,  Dr.  M'Lauchlan,  Dr.  Bin- 
nie,  ministers ;  and  Mr.  J.  M.  Bobertson,  elder — Dr.  Blaikie,  convener. 

The  Assembly  add  to  the  Psalmody  Committee — Mr.  B.  Waterston,  minister  ; 
Mr.  J.  Merrylees,  Glasgow,  elder, — Mr  Andrew  Melville,  convener. 

The  Assembly  add  to  the  Assembly  Hall  Committee —Dr.  M'Lauchlan,  Dr. 
Goold,  Mr.  Alexander  Whyte,  ministers ;  Professor  Simpson,  Mr.  Binnie,  Glasgow, 
Bailie  Rowatt,  Mr.  G.  Meldrnm,  Mr.  D.  M.  Watson,  Dundee,  elders — Mr.  Brown- 
Douglas,  convener. 

The  Assembly  add  to  the  Committee  on  Systematic  Giving— Dr.  Begg,  Mr. 
Alexander  Cusin,  Mr.  McAllister,  Mr.  Howie,  Eeclefechan,  ministers ;  Mr.  Bei^jamiii 
Bell,  Mr.  David  Dickson,  Colonel  Davidson,  Mr.  D.M.  Watson,  elders— Mr.  William 
Ferguson,  convener. 

The  Assembly  appoint  a  Special  Committee  on  the  Supply  of  Gaelic-speaking 
Preachers  and  Students,'  &c.,  as  follows :— Dr.  M'Lauchlan,  Dr.  Begg,  Dr.  Bainy, 
Dr.  Douglas,  Dr..  Brown,  Mr.  A.  Mackenzie,  Mr.  J:  C.  Macphidl,  Mr.  Wm.  Boss,  Mr. 
G.  L.  Campbell,  Mr.  A.  Urquhart,  ministers ;  Mr.  John  Cowan,  Beeslack,  Mr..  IX 
Maelagan,  Mr.  G.  Martin,  Dr.  Joshua  Paterson,  Provost  Macdonald,  Perth,  Baillie 
Campbell,  Greenock,  elders — Dr.  Rainy,  convener. 

The  Assembly  appoint  a  Committee  on  the  Principles  of  the  Church,  as  follows : 
— The  Moderator  (Dr.  M'Lauchlan),  Mr.  D.  D.  Bannerman,  Dr.  Beith,  Professor 
Bruce,  Mr.  G.  L.  Campbell,  Dr.  Douglas,  Dr.  Elder,  Mr.  Archibald  Henderson,  Mr. 
John  Laldlaw,  Mr.  William  Laughton,  Mr.  C.  G.  M'Crie,  Dr.  Peter  M'Leiah,  Sir 
Henry  Moncreiff,  Dr.  John  Kelson,  Mr.  J.  R.  Omond,  Mr.  J.  M.  Sloan,  Mr  James 
Sulker,  Mr.  Richard  Waterston,  Dr.  Adam,  Dr.  Wilson,  Dr.  Rainy,  ministers ;  Mr. 
J.  C.  Brodie,  Mr.  Gilbert  Beith,  Dr.  W.  G.  Blackie,  Mr.  John  Cowan,  W.S.,  Mr.  F. 
Brown-Douglas,  Mr.  William  Dickson,  Mr.  John  Cowan,  Beeslaek,  Mr.  Willlsm 
Henderson,  Devanha,  Mr.  Josiah  Livingstone,  Mr.  John  M'Lnre,  Mr.  David  Maolsgsn,. 
Mr.  Thomas  M'Micking,  Mr.  David  M.  Walson,  Colonel  A.  G.  Tonng,  Mr.  James 
Balfour,  Mr.  James  Campbell,  Tullichewan,  Mr.  William  Miller,  EastwoodhiU,  Mr. 
P.  D.  Swan,  Mr.  Thomson,  Clydesdale  Bank — Sir  H.  W.  Monereiff,  oonvener. 

OONTAGIOUB  DISXASBS  ACTS. 

The  Assembly  called  for  the  Report  of  the  Committee  for  the  Repeal  of  the  Con* 
tagious  Diseases  (Women's)  Acts,  which  being  printed  and  in  the  hands  of  the  mem- 
bers, was  referred  to  by  Mr.  WILLIAM  FERGUSON,  the  convener,  who  addressed 
the  Assembly  thereanent. 

The  Assembly  approve  of  the  report,  and  record  their  thanks  t<5  the  committee, 
especially  to  the  convener. 

The  Assembly  re-appoint  the  committee,  with  authority  to  appeal  to  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Church  for  funds  to  enable  them  to  carry  out  their  work. 

Further,  the  Assembly  agree  to  petition  Parliament  in  favour  of  the  Bill  for  the 
total  and  immediate  repeal  of  these  Acts,  instruct  the  committee  to  prepare  s  peti- 
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iion,  aoihoriie  the  Moderator  to  si^  the  tame,  and  appoint  it  to  be  sent  to  the 
Senior  Member  of  Parliament  for  Edinburgh  for  due  presentation. 

And  finailj,  the  Assembly  renew  their  recommendation  to  all  the  ministers  and 
sessions  of  the  Chnrch,  to  faUy  inform  themselves,  and  as  far  as  practicable  inform 
their  people,  regarding  them,  that  a  right  public  opinion  may  be  formed,  and  all 
lawful  and  constitutional  steps  taken  for  their  speedy  and  complete  repeat 

The  Assembly  then  adjourned,  to  meet  in  the  cFening  at  seren  o'clock. 


EVENING  SEDERUNT. 

The  Assembly  resumed  its  sittings  at  seren  o'clock~Dr  M'Lanohlan,  Moderator. 
Tha  hall  was  crowded  in  eyeiy  part. 

MIUOBIAUS  OF  DlCBAfiED  MINIBTBBS  AND  HIBBIONABHS. 

The  Assembly  called  for  the  Report  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  prepare 
minutes  relatiye  to  deceased  miniflters,  which  was  made  by  Br.  Wilson,  the  convener. 

The  Assembly  approve  of  the  report,  and  in  accordance  therewith  the  Assembly 
declare  in  terms  of  a  minute  prepared  by  Dr.  Murray  Mitchell,  as  follows  :— 

DB.  JOHN  WILBOK  OF  BOXBAT. 

While  the  Free  Church  of  Scotland  has  of  late  been  called  to  mourn  over  the 
r^noval  of  many  of  her  foremost  men  at  home,  she  has  also  to  deplore  the  loss  of 
the  oldest  of  her  labourers  in  the  foreign  mission  field — the  much  revered  Dr.  John 
Wilson  of  Bombay. 

Dr.  Wilson  had  just  passed  the  limit  of  threescore  years  and  ten.  His  missionary 
life  extended  over  the  period  of  forty-seven  years,  being  thus  one  of  the  longest,  as 
certainly  it  was  one  of  the  most  active,  which  are  presented  in  the  ample  annals  of 
missionary  labour.  He  early  chose  the  career  of  a  minsionary  to  the  heathen.  He 
did  so  at  a  time  when  the  evangelisation  of  the  nations  had  hardly  begun  to  stir  the 
heart  of  Scotland.  It  is  tme  that  the  old  halls  of  St.  Andrews  were  thrilling  with 
BOW  life  under  the  mighty  spell  of  Chalmers,  and  a  noble  band  of  missionaries  soon, 
issued  from  them ;  but  John  Wilson  studied  in  Edinburgh,  and  came  but  indirectly 
under  the  sway  of  the  great  master.  Yet,  at  an  early  period  of  his  studies,  the 
einlms  of  this  missionary  enterprise  had  dawned  upon  him,  and  from  that  time  on- 
ward his  inmost  soul  fully  recognised  its  grandeur  and  its  paramount  importance.. 
Although  not  naturally  belonging  either  to  the  poetic  or  the  enthusiastic  type  of 
ehsraeter,  yet  the  great  commission  ever  kindled  his  heart  into  fervour;  and  amidst 
the  many  honours  bestowed  upon  him,  he,  through  his  whole  life,  deemed  the 
highest  honour  to  be  this — that  unto  him  it  had  been  given  to  preach  among  the 
Gentiles  the  unsearchable  riches  of  Christ 

At  college,  where  he  had  to  make  up  for  the  imperfection  of  previous  training, 
lie  entered  with  great  energy  into  the  various  subjects  that  successively  came  up  for 
atiidy.  fle  rapidly  accumulated  knowledge,  and  his  memory  was  singularly  retentive 
of  all  he  had  once  acquired.  He  had  a  high  Ideal  of  what  a  missionaiy  should  strive 
to  be,  both  intellectaally  and  spiritually,  "Seek,"  he  would  have  said,  ''that  ye 
fliay  excel  to  the  edifying  of  the  Church." 

Mr.  Wilson  and  his  highly  gifted  wife  reached  Western  India  in  1829.  The 
great  city  of  Bombay,  in  which  thereafter  nearly  his  whole  life  was  spent,  has  often 
been  compared  to  ancient  Alexandria,  in  respect  of  the  astonishing  variety  of  races 
which  inhabit  or  pass  through  It,  marked  as  they  are  by  an  almost  equal  number 
of  creeds  and  languages.  With  his  usual  quickness  of  eye,  Mr.  Wilson  surveyed  the 
entire  field.  The  many-coloured  life  around  him  had  in  itself  an  attraction  for 
a  mind  like  his,  which  delighted  in  amassing  and  classifying  facts ;  but  he  gloried 
in  anticipating  the  day  when  those  multitudinous  and  often  jarring  races  should  all 
be  one — one  essentially — one  in  Christ.  And  full  of  faith  in  the  transforming 
power  of  the  Gospel  of  the  grace  of  God,  he  set  himself  to  make  it  known  to  all 
whom  he  could  possibly  reach.  His  elasticity  both  of  mind  and  body  was  astonish- 
ing. Toil  hardly  wearied  him,  or  relaxation  was  sought  In  some  new  form  of 
labonr.     No  difficulty  daunted  him ;  his  motto  was,  or  well  might  have  been : — 

"  Tu  ne  cede  mcUU,  Bed  corUrcL  audentior  ito" 
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In  order  that  he  might  be  able  to  address  a  still  larger  number,  he  acquired  one 
remacular  language  after  another — Marathl^  Oiigarati,  Hindostani,  and  Peiaiaa. 
Kext^  in  order  that  he  might  do,  in  every  sense  of  the  word,  jostiee  to  the  ancient 
monuments  of  Oentile  faith,  on  which  the  great  systems  of  Hinduism  and  Zoroaa- 
trianism  are  based,  he  studied  Sanskrit  and  Zend.    He  did  so  with  much  toil  and 
no  inconsiderable  success,  at  a  time  when  the  aids  to  the  acquisition  of  the  lat  te 
were  exceedingly  few  and  imperfect.    Betablishing  schools,  teaching,  lecturing 
preaching,  writing  for  the  press,  seeking  intercourse  with  natives  of  every  class 
engaging  in  controTersy,  which  on  his  part  was  always  kindly  in  spirit,  his  energy 
was  boundless,  and  his  patience  inexhaustible.    His  pen  was  never  idle.    His  publi- 
cations in  English  and  Oriental  languages  are  fully  twenty-six  in  number.    Some 
t>f  them  are  lai^e  works,  such  as  his  ''  Lands  of  the  Bible,"  which  is  full  of  the 
results  of  leameci  research,  and  his  still  unpublished  book  on  "  Caste,"  or  rather  on 
Indian  castes,  which,  although  it  cannot  now  receive  the  last  touch  he  hoped  to 
^ve  it,  embodies  a  great  mass  of  important  information,  very  laboriously  sifted  and 
carefully  compressed. 

Dr.  Wilson's  attainments  as  an  Oriental  scholar  were  soon  acknowledged,  and  he 
was  elected  President  of  the  Bombay  Branch  of  the  Boyal  Asiatic  Society. 

On  the  establishment  in  1857  of  the  three  Indian  Universities,  he  was  choaen  as 
one  of  the  Fellows  of  the  University  of  Bombay ;  and  some  years  afterwards  he  had 
the  high  honour  of  being  made  vice-chancellor. 

Dr.  Wilson  was  first,  and  pre-eminently,  a  missionary,  and  next  a  scholar.  But 
be  was  also  a  man  of  great  largeness  of  view  and  much  practical  sagacity.  Hence 
be  was  able  to  render  essential  service  to  the  Bombay  Government^  by  supplying 
important  counsel  on  not  a  few  public  questions^  More  especially  in  the  dark  and 
troublous  days  of  the  Mutiny,  Lord  Elphinstone,  who  proved,  under  Qod,  a  ruler 
equal  to  the  terrible  emergency,  often  sought  his  sympathy  and  advice,  and  never 
nought  them  in  vain. 

In  the  course  of  his  long  career,  Dr.  Wilson  paid  two  visits  to  Europe.  During 
the  first,  he  was  profoundly  moved  by  the  testimony  which  had  been  borne  to  the 
^eat  principle  of  spiritual  independence  by  the  Disruption,  which  occurred  imme- 
diately  before  his  arrival  in  Scotland ;  and,  when  the  Free  Church  was  probably 
misunderstood  and  certainly  misrepresented  in  many  quarters,  he  rejoicingly  took 
part  in  the  arduous  and  most  needful  task  of  explaining  and  vindicating  her  tme 
position.  His  later  visit,  paid  when  he  had  been  called  to  fill  the  Moderator's  chair, 
is  still  fresh  in  the  remembrance  of  all  who  heard  or  saw  him.  Courteous,  dignified, 
possessed  of  a  delicate  tact  which  enabled  him  always  to  say  and  do  the  best  thing 
in  the  best  way ;  firm,  yet  conciliatory  and  even  winning,  he  seemed  to  draw  to 
himself  the  hearts  of  all  around  him. 

He  went  back  to  India  in  the  hope  to  work,  but  rather,  in  truth,  to  die.  Health 
rapidly  failed;  and  although,  with  that  inextinguishable  hopefulness  which  had  be«ii 
ihrough  life  one  of  his  chief  characteristics,  the  veteran  could  not  see  it,  it  soon 
became  plain  to  others  that  he  was  struggling  to  do  the  impossible,  and  so  shorten- 
ing the  sijiall  remnant  of  his  invaluable  life.  We  must  regret  the  mistake ;  yet 
who  can  wonder  at  iti 

And  now  he  has  passed  away — "  in  perfect  peace,"  as  he  himself  testified :  baft 
ills  memory  abides.  Some  reputations  are  doomed  to  wane ;  others  rather  wax  aa 
the  years  roll  on.  Among  tens  of  millions  in  India  Dr.  Wilson's  name  is,  we  believe^ 
imperishable ;  the  halo  already  thrown  around  it  will  only  spread  and  brighten. 

We  are  sorely  bereaved.  We  need  the  strong  consolation  to  which  he  himaelf 
turned.  When  thinking  of  the  recent  great  bereavements  of  this  Church,  he  wrote 
thus,  just  eleven  months  ago :  *'  None  of  the  great  men  taken  from  ua  wiU  be 
Tcproduced  in  their  individualities  and  combinations.  Yet  the  Lord  will  not  over- 
look the  exigencies  of  His  Church  and  people." 

Alike  in  the  far  East  and  the  West  steps  have  been  taken  to  commemorate  the 
great  missionary.  Both  the  community  and  the  University  of  Bombay  have  nobly 
done  their  part;  and  friends  in  Scotland  will,  we  trusty  not  fail  in  nobly  doing  theirs: 
We  believe  that,  if  we  could  still  ask  him  how  he  would  desire  to  be  remembered, 
ho  would  reply — In  such  a  manner  as  will  best  secure  a  far  larger  supply  of  fully 
qualified  men  for  the  work  at  home,  and  especially  for  the  work  abroad.  Who  can 
-doubt  that  his  great  example  has  alrea<^  enriched  the  blood  of  our  Church  and  our 
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Hnd,  and  thftt  mnltitndeB  of  Soottisli  youth,  in  days  and  generations  yet  to  come, 
will  point  to  the  high  career  of  John  Wilson,  and  say,  "It  was  that  which,  under 
God,  made  me  a  missionary  to  the  heathen." 

Farther,  the  Assembly  declare,  in  terms  of  a  minute  prepared  by  Dr.  Wilson,  as 
follows : — 

FBIKOIPAL  LUXaDEV  07  ABSBDEEN. 

The  Assembly  desire  to  put  on  record  their  deep  sense  of  the  loss  sustained  by 
the  College  at  Aberdeen,  and  by  the  Church  at  large,  by  the  sudden  death  of  Prin- 
cipal Lumaden  in  October  last  He  took  an  intelligent,  actire,  and  useful  part  in 
the  general  business  of  the  Free  Church,  and  in  several  of  the  oommittees  by  which 
the  adminiatration  of  its  affairs  are  carried  on.  In  the  north-eastern  counties  of  Scot- 
land he  waa  the  chief  instrument  in  the  work  of  Home  Missions  and  Church  Exten- 
sion, and  there  are  seyeral  flourishing  congregations  which,  under  GK>d,  owe  their 
existence  to  his  indefatigable  energy.  He  was  also  honoured  to  become  a  leading 
instrument  in  the  extension  and  hopeful  reviyal  of  eyangelical  religion  in  the  kingdom 
of  Sweden.  But  it  is  In  the  relation  to  his  College  work  as  Principal  and  Professor  at 
Aberdeen  that  he  especially  distinguished  himself.  Mainly  through  his  influence 
and  agency  the  College  there  was  provided  with  a  fourth  professor  daring  last  year, 
and  it  pleased  the  Lord  to  remove  him  just  a  few  days  before  the  commencement  of 
what  promised  to  be  to  him  the  most  profitable  and  pleasing  session  in  which  he 
had  ever  laboured,  thus  affording  an  Ulustratlon  of  the  truth,  that  one  soweth  and 
another  reapeth.  Within  the  College,  and  in  his  relation  to  the  students,  he  exer- 
cised an  influence  for  good,  which  in  many  districts  and  congregations  has  produced, 
and  will  long  continue  to  produce,  the  happiest  results.  His  influence  did  not  rest 
exclusively  on  the  wise  and  able  instructions  Imparted  by  him  to  those  who  were 
placed  under  his  charge,  but  perhaps  still  more  on  the  kind  and  paternal  interest  he 
manifested  In  them  Individually.  They  knew  and  esteemed  him  as  their  personal 
friend,  and  were  greatly  stimulated  in  all  their  preparations  for  the  work  of  the 
ministry  by  his  affectionate  concern  for  their  welfare.  His  loss  is  in  many  respects 
irreparable  in  the  institution  in  which  his  chief  labours  were  carried  on.  But  the 
Lord  who  hath  taken  him  to  his  rest  abideth,  and  is  able  to  supply  all  the  need  of 
those  who  trust  in  Him. 

The  Assembly  also  declare,  in  terms  of  a  minute  prepared  by  Mr.  Maclagan,  as 
follows : — 

MB.  WILUAH  ABHOT  OW  HIOH  OHUBOH,  EDINBUBGH. 

The  General  Assembly  desire  to  record  on  their  minutes  an  expression  of  the 
profound  sorrow  with  which  they  regard  the  loss  sustained  by  the  Church  in  the 
death  of  the  Bev.  William  Amot,  and  of  the  grateful  and  affectionate  regard  with 
which  hia  memory  will  always  be  cherished. 

Mr.  Amot  possessed  in  happy  combination  a  variety  of  powers,  which  gave  him 
a  foremost  place  among  preachers  of  the  gospel.  A  man  of  undoubted  genius,  of 
vigorous  mind,  of  fine  imagination,  of  large  sympathies  and  noble  purpose,  he  was  at 
the  same  time  so  gentle  and  winning,  so  simple  in  his  piety  and  so  loyal  to  the 
truth,  that  the  Church  mourns  in  his  death  the  departure  of  one  of  her  ablest  sons 
and  moat  gifted  ministers. 

The  General  Assembly,  while  regarding  with  solemnised  feeling  the  removal  of 
one  of  whom  It  might  have  been  hoped  that  he  had  yet  some  years  of  service  before 
him,  acknowledge  his  faithful  and  honoured  ministry  as  a  gift  from  the  Head  of  the 
Dhureh,  for  which  it  becomes  them  gratefully  to  record  their  thankfulness. 

The  Assembly  express  their  deep  sympathy  with  Mrs.  Amot  and  her  children, 
and  commend  them  with  true  and  loving  sympathy  to  the  Husband  of  the  widow 
and  the  Father  of  the  fatherless. 

NAHBS  ADDED  TO  COMXITTEEB. 

The  Assembly  add  the  name  of  Mr.  Thomas  Brown,  minister  at  Edinburgh,  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Principles  of  the  Church.  The  Assembly  add  the  name  of 
Mr.  John  Clerk  Brodie  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judicial  Functions  of  the  Church. 

ASBBSaOBS  TO  THE  PBESBTTEBT  OF  8TRATHB0OIB. 

It  having  been  Intimated  that  one  of  the  Assessors  to  the  Presbytery  of  Strath- 
bogie  waa  unable  to  attend,  the  Assembly  «low  name  the  following  as  the  Asses- 
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Bon :— Dr.  WiUon,  Bandee,  Br.  Thomas  Smith,  ICessn.  Maltland  Herioi,  Fdignaoii 
of  Kinmandy,  and  J.  M.  Balfoar  of  Pilrig. 

BKFORT  OF  OOHMITTEB  ON  REUOIOH  AlffD  MOEIZA. 

The  Assembly  called  for  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Beligion  and  Horalsr 
with  special  reference  to  Bepnties  to  risit  Synods,  and  proceeded  to  giro  a  final 
delirerance  on  the  report. 

The  Assembly  record  their  deep  sympathy  with  Dr.  Wood  on  the  state  of  his 
health,  which  renders  his  resignation  of  the  conyenersliip  of  this  oommiitee  neces- 
sary; they  hereby  express  their  great  regud  for  him  personally,  and  their  deep 
sense  of  the  yaloable  serHces  he  has  rendered  to  this  Chnreh  and  to  the  cause  of 
Chriat  in  t^e  land  by  the  Christian  wisdom  and  zeal  displayed  by  him  as  conTenes 
of  this  important  committee  of  the  Church. 

The  Assembly  appoint  the  Presbytery  of  Ayr  in  the  Synod  of  Ayr  to  be  Tisited 
this  year,  the  deputies  to  be  Mr.  William  Fraser,  minister  of  St  Bernard's  Free 
Church,  Edinburgh,  and  Mr.  Walter  Boss  Taylor,  minister  of  Kelrinside  Free 
Chorch,  Glasgow,  along  with  Mr.  Maurice  Paterson  of  the  Free  Church  Kormal 
School,  and  Mr.  J.  Campbell- White  of  Glasgow,  ruling  elders. 

Also  the  Presbyteries  of  Skye  and  Uist  in  the  Synod  of  Glenelg,  the  deputies  to 
be  Mr.  John  H.  Fraser,  mbiister  of  Bosskeen,  and  Mr.  John  Tnlloch,  minister  in 
Perth,  along  with  Mr.  Ferguson  of  Kinmundy,  ruling  elder. 

And  the  General  Assembly  grant  power  to  the  committee  to  appoint  others  in 
the  eyent  of  any  of  the  aboye-named  persons  not  being  ayailable,  and  to  app<»nt 
additional  deputies  if  they  see  cause. 

DIFUTATION  TO  IBISH  FBBSBTTERIAK  OHUBOH. 

The  Assembly  authorise  the  Committee  on  Assembly  arrangements  to  appoint  & 
Beputation  to  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  Ireland. 

FRnrmro  thi  acts  of  assxublt. 

The  Assembly  called  for  the  Interim  Beport  of  the  Committee  for  Printing  the 
Acts  of  Assembly. 

It  haying  been  stated  that  per  tncuriam  the  report  had  not  been  prepared  in 
time  to  be  printed  in  tibe  *^  Daily  Proceedings"  before  being  considered,  the  Assembly, 
in  the  circumstances,  suspend  the  standing  order  requixfiig  it  to  be  printed ;  and  it 
WIS  read  and  referred  to  by  Sir  Henry  Moncreiff. 

The  Assembly  approye  of  the  report,  and,  in  accordance  therewith,  appoint  the 
following  to  be  printed  in  Class  I.  as  Acts  of  Legislation : — 

1.  The  Standing  Order  as  to  cases  conducted  with  closed  doors. 

2.  The  Act  passing  the  Overture  on  Union  into  a  Standing  Law. 

8.  The  Act  of  Union  agreed  to  simultaneously  by  the  Free  Church  Assembly 

and  the  Synod  of  the  Beformed  Presbyterian  Chureh. 
4.  The  Act  arranging  Congregations  in  Presbyteries. 
'  6.  Interim  Act  as  to  the  time  of  Electing  Commissioners  to  the  Assembly. 
The  Assembly  appoint  the  following  to  be  printed  in  laige  type  in  Class  U.  as 
Acts  important  for  the  general  use  of  the  Chorch : — 

1.  Address  to  the  Queen. 

2.  Act  with  relation  to  College  matters,  embracing  those  parts  of  the  Minutes 

which  are  of  importance  for  general  information;  Appointment  of  Prin- 
cipal and  Professor,  &c 
8.  Deliyerance  on  the  Principles  of  the  Church. 

4.  Act  as  to  Sustentation  Fund. 

5.  As  to  Equal  Diyidend  Platform. 

6.  Deliyerance  of  Assembly  approying  of  Beport  on  Union,  and  sanctioning 

the  finuicial  and  other  arrangements  with  the  Beformed  Presbyterian 
Church. 

7.  Act  anent  Collections. 

8.  Appointment  of  Commission. 

9.  Appointment  of  meeting  of  next  Assembly. 
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APPOIHTMBNT  OF  COHMISBION. 

The  General  Assexnblj  hereby  appoint  the  Commiasion  in  the  ainal  terms,  eon- 
sisting  of  all  the  members  appearing  on  the  Roll  of  the  Free  Ghnrch  Assembly,  as 
constitated  on  the  18th  of  this  month,  and  of  the  following  additional  ministers  and 
elders,  Tiz.: — Dr.  W.  H.  Goold,  minister  at  Edinburgh;  Dr.  William  Symington, 
minister  at  Gla^^w ;  Dr.  IC.  G.  Eaaton,  minister  at  Darvel ;  Mr.  John  M'Dermid, 
miniflter  at  Glasgow ;  Mr.  John  Kay,  minister  at  Coatbridge ;  Mr.  George  Clazy, 
minlBter  at  Paisley;  Mr.  Thomson,  minister  at  Eaglesham;  Mr.  David  Taylor, 
minister  at  Glasgow ;  Mr.  James  Goold,  minister  at  Newton-Stewart;  Mr.  Alexander 
Baird,  minister  at  Port-Glasgow;  Mr.  Thomas  H.  Lang,  minister  at  Ayr;  Mr. 
William  Milroy,  minister  at  Penpont;  and  Mr.  John  M.  Symington,  Paisley ;  Mr. 
Matthew  Fairley,  Glasgow;  Mr.  Thomas  Bowatt,  Edinburgh;  Mr.  George  M'Kie, 
Castle-Douglas;  Mr.  James  Knox,  Kilbirnie;  Mr.  James  Henderson,  Glasgow;  Mr. 
William  Strang,  Glasgow ;  Mr.  John  M.  Robertson,  Glasgow ;  Mr.  Thomas  Binnie, 
Glasgow ;  Mr.  Alexander  Douglas,  Kilmarnock ;  Mr.  James  Scott,  Dumfries ;  Mr. 
John  Towert,  Edinburgh — elders.  And  at  the  Moderator's  desire,  the  Assembly  add 
the  name  of  Mr.  Alexander  Mackenzie,  minister  at  Edinburgh. 

Protestations  were  then  called  for,  but  none  were  given  in. 

The  Minutes  of  this  day's  sederunts  were  read  and  approred  of. 

THB  UODBBATOB'S  OLOSUTa  ADDaBSa. 

The  MODERATOR,  in  dosing  the  General  Assembly,  said— Rererend  Fathers 
and  Brethren — ^Tou  hare  now  brought  to  a  close  the  proceedings  of  this  Important 
Assembly,  and  I  have  to  eongratulate  you  on  the  admirable  good  feeling  and  order 
that  hare  characterised  the  whole.  We  hare  in  this  to  see  the  good  hand  of  the 
Lord  upon  us,  and  to  Him  would  we  ascribe  the  praise. 

I  hare  to  renew  the  expression  of  my  best  thanks  to  you,  fathers  and  brethren, 
for  the  high  honour  which  yon  did  me  in  placing  me  in  this  chair.  There  is  no 
honour  wUeh  could  be  conferred  upon  me  that  I  would  more  highly  esteem.  Kot 
in  the  Christian  Ghnrch  is  there  a  position  which,  however  conscious  of  their  own 
shortcomings,  men  are  more  entitled  to  hold  in'.the  yeiy  highest  esteem  than  this, 
of  presiding  over  the  deliberations  of  this  yenerable  Assembly.  No  man  can  be 
more  eonsdons  of  his  shortcomings  than  I  am,  but  I  have  gratefully  to  acknowledge 
your  kind  forbearance  which  has  borae  so  patiently  with  them  all.  I  now  thank 
yon  anew,  at  the  dose  ^of  this  Assembly,  for  having  put  me  in  the  chair,  uid  I 
thuik  yon  for  the  uniform  kindness  which  I  have  met  with  since. 

There  is  much  about  the  proceedings  of  this  Assembly  fitted  to  encourage  the 
hearts  of  all  the  members  and  friends  of  the  Free  Chureh,  and  calling  upon  us  to 
give  very  special  thanks  to  the  Lord  for  His  goodness.  There  is,  first  of  all,  the 
spirit  of  hamony  that  has  pervaded  all  the  discussions.  That  there  should  be 
differenees  of  opinion  on  important  questions  among  us  is  not  to  be  wondered  at. 
In  a  House  composed  of  so  large  a  number  of  members,  no  sane  man  could  expect 
that  upon  every  one  of  those  questions  there  should  be  perfect  oneness  of  mind.  It 
is  perhaps  better  that  it  should  not  be  so.  Discussion  often  serves  either  to  discover 
or  to  establish  truth.  There  is  a  morbid  fear  of  discussion,  especially  among  Chris- 
tians, on  the  part  of  some  most  excellent  people,  and  they  are  apt  to  look  on  a  debate 
and  a  vote  in  a  Church  courts  espedally  if  opinions  have  been  pretty  strongly  stated, 
as  much  to  be  deprecated,  and  as  significant  of  evil.  Tet  it  may  not  be  so,  and  may 
rather  be  indicative  of  life  and  warmth  of  interest  in  the  subject  on  hand.  The  veiy 
want  of  it  may  be  more  significant  of  evil  than  its  presence,  and  perhaps  there  is  no- 
thing more  healthful  in  our  Presbyterian  Churches  Uian  the  free  atmosphere  which  we 
breathe,  and  the  fearlessness  wiUi  which  we  take  up  and  discuss  such  questions 
as  come  before  us,  and  settle  them  by  a  decisive  vote.  We  have  had  our  discus- 
sions, but  I  take  it  upon  me  to  say  that,  making  allowance  for  certain  differences 
of  view  on  some  questions,  there  never  was  a  time  when  the  Free  Church  was 
more  united  than  at  this  moment,  or  when  her  ministers  and  members  were  more 
ready  to  contend  together  for  the  common  faith. 

There  is  cause  of  thankfulness  also  in  the  business  of  the  Assembly  being  free  from 
serious  eases  of  discipline.  I  own  that  we  had  the  shadow  of  one.  That  discipline 
is  essential  to  the  purity  and  wellbeing  of  the  Church  of  Christ,  I  need  not  in  this 
■Hoose  stay  to  prove.    Nothing  has  marked  the  past  proceedings  of  the  jPree  Church 
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more  than  the  firmness  with  which  discipline  has  been  maintained.  Onra  is  no  Ohnreb 
that  finds  room  for  eyery  kind  of  doctrine  which  men  may  choose  to  accept  and 
to  promulgate.  Our  idea  of  a  Church  is  not  that  of  an  institution  in  which  ererj^klnd 
of  belief  finds  refuge,  from  Poperj  to  Sodnianism.  We  hare  a  creed  which  we  be- 
liere  to  be  founded  on  the  Word  of  God,  and  that  creed  is  the  standard  by  which  wa 
are  tried.  If  men  differ  from  it,  they  are  free  to  withdraw  from  our  communion,  but 
no  man  can  remain  with  us  and  reject  our  creed.  So,  as  to  purity  of  character,  we 
hear  the  Toice  of  the  Master  say,  "  Be  ye  clean  that  bear  the  ressels  of  the  Lord." 
We  bind  ourselyes  in  our  ordination  yows  to  submit  ourselyes  to  the  admonitions  of 
the  Church,  and  neyer  are  our  Church  courts  engaged  in  a  matter  more  in  accord- 
ance with  the  Master's  will,  or  on  which  they  haye  a  fuller  warrant  to  ssk  the  Master^s 
blessing  than  when  engaged  in  purifying  HLb  temple  from  what  is  false  in  doctrine 
and  unworthy  in  character.  And  yet  it  is  cause  of  much  thankfulness  to  the  LonL 
when  He  spares  us  the  necessity  of  engaging  in  this  part  of  our  duty,  and  when  He 
graciously  giyes  us  the  priyilege  of  seeing  a  meeting  of  our  General  Assembly  pasa 
without  the  sad  necessity  of  ^ying  to  deal  with  the  case  of  an  erring  brother.  He 
has  done  so  on  this  occasion,  and  we  are  grateful  for  it. 

The  financial  reports  giyen  in  to  the  Assembly  cannot  but  be  eminently  satisfactoiy 
to  all  the  friends  of  the  Church.    In  all  departments  the  reyenue  has  improyed^ 
quite  in  accordance  with  our  financial  history  for  many  years,  but  no  less  remarkable 
on  that  account.    That  the  gross  annual  reyenue  of  this  Church  for  the  last  year 
should  amount  to  the  sum  of  £584,000  is  cause  of  no  little  satisfaction,  and  of  giati- 
tnde  to  Him  from  whom  *'  eyery  good  and  perfect  gift  cometh."    It  may  be  trae 
that  we  are  no  theoretical  YolunturieS)  but  no  State  has  done  for  the  Chunsh  in  all 
its  departments  what  the  yoluntary  gifts  of  her  members  haye  done  for  the  Free 
Church  of  Scotland.     And  there  is  tUs  satisfscion  connected  with  the  present  eon* 
dition  of  our  finances  that  there  is  no  limit  to  our  progress,  saye  in  the  measure  of 
grace  attained  to  by  our  membership.    Laws  giye  the  limit  in  the  case  of  Establish- 
ments.   In  our  case  no  such  limit  can  exist,  and  it  is  hard  to  ssy  to  what  an  amount 
the  contributions  of  our  people  may  rise,  if  God  bestows  the  needful  grace,  in  answer 
to  prayer.    I  yerily  belieye  that  we  haye  not  come  within  sight  of  the  point  to  which 
thegiyings  of  the  people  of  the  Free  Church  of  Scotland  may  reach  for  the  mainten- 
ance and  promotion  of  the  gospeL     It  may  be  held  rash  to  say  so,  but  it  seems  to  me- 
that  we  haye  only  touched  the  lowest  step  in  the  ascending  process.  It  may  be  true 
that  there  are  doubters  and  eyen  grumblers  among  us.    So  Uiere  haye  alwaya  been ;. 
but  in  the  face  of  all  their  doubts  and  grumblings,  the  reyenue  of  our  Church  haa 
grown,  and  we  may  well  belieye  will  continue  to  grow  and  to  grow  largely  still.     Spe- 
cially would  I  single  out  our  Sustentation  Fund,  as  affording  much  cause  of  thank* 
fulness  in  its  satisfiictory  condition.  Some  of  us  are  old  enough  to  haye  participated 
in  this  fund  from  its  yery  beginning.    We  can  remember  when  it  amounted  to  a  sum 
which  only  afforded  £100  in  the  year  to  a  much  smaller  number  of  ministers  than  we 
haye  now.    Going  out  as  we  did  from  comfortable  manses,  glebes,  and  stipenda,^  the 
change  was  a  somewhat  trying  one,  and  put  to  the  test  the  domestic  economy  of 
ministers  and  of  ministers'  wiyes.    And  yet  there  was  no  repining,  no  looking  back 
to  Bgypt,  no  thought  of  the  Disruption,  with  all  its  trials,  being  a  mistake,  but  the 
▼cry  opposite— a  great  and  solemn  duty  to  which  the  Lord  called  us.    Men  came  out 
for  a  principle  inyolying  the  kingly  glory  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  the  principle 
which  brought  us  out  still  keeps  us  out,  and  will  keep  out  eyery  loyal  subject  of  the 
same  Lord  within  our  borders.  And  who  can  deny  that  He  has  rebuked  many  of  our 
fears,  cherished  in  spite  of  our  sense  of  accomplished  duty  1   "  The  Lord  has  done  grttX 
things  for  us  whereof  we  should  be  glad."    The  present  state  of  our  Sustentation  Fund 
is  eyidenee  of  this,  and  the  encouraging  prospects  of  that  fund  add  largely  to  the  amount 
of  the  eyidenee.   And  let  it  not  be  forgotten  that  the  growth  of  this  fund  hss  taken  place 
notwithstanding  the  passing  away  of  so  many  of  the  large  original  contributors,  whe 
gaye  not  in  tens  but  in  hundreds  of  pounds  annually  for  many  years.    There  are  snch 
giyers  still,  but  the  fund  rests  more  than  at  first  on  the  contributions  of  the  great  mass 
of  our  people,  which  produced  the  result  to  which  I  haye  referred.    A&d  in  addition 
to  this  trial  of  its  strength,  the  men  whose  hands  and  hearts  haye  done  so  much 
for  it  in  the  times  that  are  past  are  no  more  with  ua.     We  haye  no  Chalmera  or 
Buchanan  to  preside  oyer  its  management    But,  in  the  words  of  John  Wesley,  ao 
famous  in  his  own  day  for  his  talent  of  Church  administration — ''  The  workmen  die^. 
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the  work  goes  on."  And  bo  we  belieye  it  will  until  the  Lord  has  aocompliBhed  Hib  pur* 
pose  with  na.  In  the  meantime,  while  Bach  men  as  Dr.  Wilson  and  Dr.  B^j  preside 
oyer  the  management  of  the  fand,  there  is  everything  to  inspire  confidence  in  the  Oharch» 

I  do  not  hold  myself  free  in  this  chair  to  refer  to  matters  connected  with  this 
fond  which  have  been  made  occasion  of  controversy.  I  feel  that  I  am  not  entitled  to 
make  nse  of  my  place  here  for  the  purpose  of  advancing  the  views  held  on  any  pnblia 
qnestion  by  a  portion  of  the  members  of  the  House,  however  decided  my  own  con- 
victions may  be.  But  I  may  be  allowed  to  express  my  warm  sympathy  with  the 
brethren  labouring  in  the  more  retired  and  distant  parts  of  the  country,  whether  in 
the  Highlands  or  the  Lowlands.  Many  of  the  charges  supplied  by  these  brethren 
have  an  importance,  which  does  not  at  first  sight  appear,  so  much  so  that  we  could 
ill  afford  to  lose  any  of  them,  nor  do  we  wish  to  lose  any  of  them.  Kay,  more,  wo 
are  prepared  as  heretofore  to  give  them  every  support,  and  to  do  all  that  lies  in  our 
power  to  supply  them  with  gospel  ordinances.  This  Free  Church  has  done  much  for 
the  maintenance  of  such  ordinances  in  our  poorer  districts  already.  We  have  but  tO' 
east  onr  eye  over  the  Highlands,  even  in  the  more  destitute  portions,  to  see  every. 
parish  supplied  with  its  church  and  manse,  and  hitherto  with  schoolhooBes  furnished 
not  by  an  assessment  on  the  rental,  but  by  the  contributions  of  the  members  of  the 
ChardL  It  is  a  sight  such  as  never  was  seen  in  this  country  before.  In  some  cases 
we  have  a  larger  number  of  ministers  in  our  Presbyteries  than  the  Established  Church 
had  at  any  time.  And  we  have  these  ministers  enjoying  an  income  superior  to  that 
in  a  great  number  of  the  charges  of  the  Establishment.  And  yet  it  is  little  enough.. 
I  cannot  say  that  too  emphatically.  It  is  greatly  too  little.  It  is  too  little  for  tho 
present  incumbents,  and  it  is  too  little  for  the  permanent  wellbeing  of  the  Church. 
I  do  not  say  that  it  would  be  well  for  us  that  we  could  buy  the  services  of  our 
ministers  with  money ;  that  the  "  piece  of  bread  "  should  become  the  bribe  to  men 
to  induce  them  to  enter  into  the  highest  and  the  most  saered  work  that  is.  But  we 
bare  no  right  to  cover  our  own  parsimony  by  an  appeal  to  the  consciences  of  other 
men,  and  to  demand  of  them  what  we  refuse  to  do  ourselves.  If  we  have  not  as* 
much  conscience  as  would  impel  us  to  give  of  our  means  to  the  Lord,  we  have  ne 
right  to  blame  other  men  for  refusing  their  services  unless  properly  remunerated. 
We  cannot  expect  well-qualified  ministers  without  providing  for  them  a  competent 
measure  of  support.  It  is  hard  to  see  how  ministers  with  large  families — for 
ministers  have  often  large  families,  and  I  may  be  allowed  to  say,  and  I  think  I 
eoold  bring  proof  to  establish  it^  that  these  families  have  often  been  a  credit  to  the. 
Chorch  and  to  the  country — I  say  it  is  hard  to  see  how  in  remote  localiticB  they  are 
able  to  feed,  clothe,  and  educate  them  on  their  present  incomes.  And  in  this  view, 
although  seeking  to  avoid  every  subject  on  which  there  is  difference  of  opinion,  I 
woal<i  take  the  liberty  of  urging  that  there  should  be  as  few  inequalitioB  as  poBsible 
in  the  distribution  of  the  Sostentation  Fund.  Where  the  introduction  of  an  in- 
equality, wisely  regulated,  serves  to  raise  the  general  income  from  the  fond,  such  an 
inequality  can  easily  be  defended,  for  the  maintenance  of  it  is  the  clear  interest  of 
all.  But  where  this  is  not  the  case  it  is  desirable,  for  ensuring  universal  satisfactioa 
with  the  distribution,  that  all  ministers  should  occupy  the  same  platform.  Whatever 
discussions  may  arise  as  to  the  mode  of  securing  a  competent  revenue,  the  fewer 
differences  we  have  with  regard  to  the  distribution  of  that  revenue  the  better  for  the 
interests  of  the  fund.  At  the  same  time  we  cannot  be  too  thankful  for  the  present 
condition  of  our  great  central  fond,  or  for  the  seal,  skill,  and  success  with  which  its- 
management  is  carried  on.  For  not  a  little  of  this  I  feel  assured  we  are  much 
indebted  to  the  excellent  secretary,  Mr.  Meldrum. 

I  must  make  some  closing  references  to  our  great  mission  schemes.  Beginning  with 
the  Home  Mission,  I  must  congratulate  the  convener,  Dr.  Blaikie,  and  the  secretary,  Dr. 
Adam,  on  the  success  that  has  attended  their  efforts  during  the  year.  That  success  amply 
vindieates  the  wisdom  of  the  step  taken  by  the  Church  in  appointing  such  a  man  as- 
Dr.  Adam  to  the  ofllce  which  he  now  holds.  There  is  not  a  page  in  our  MUtionary 
Record  more  full  of  interest,  not  only  to  the  loyal  Free  Churchman,  but  to  the  earnest 
Christian  as  well,  than  those  containing  Dr.  Adam's  notes  intimating  the  progress  of 
the  great  work  in  which  our  Home  Mission  Committee  is  engaged,  especially  in  the 
great  centres  of  population.  Ko  man  need  lose  hope  of  the  Free  Church  so  long  aa 
such  a  work  progresses  as  it  does.  To  see  church  after  church  erected,  congregation, 
after  congregation  gathered  from  the  masses  among  which  there  has  prevailed  such 
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a  neglect  of  ordinanceB,  minister  after  minlBter  settled  with  eveiy  prospect  of  a  nsefal 
and  SQecessfol  ministry,  is  sorely  something  that  may  well  eneonrage  us  and  stir  ns 
up  to  greater  effort  Kor  can  I  orerlook  the  interest  whidi  oar  liberal  and  laige* 
hearted  laymen  have  taken  in  this  work,  and  the  princely  eontrlbations  which  they 
make  for  its  support  May  the  Lord,  the  God  of  proyidenise  as  well  as  grace,  blest 
them  in  retam  with  a  blessing  such  as  that  there  shall  be  no  place  to  hold  it 

The  work  of  the  Chnrch  among  the  Jews  we  feel  to  be  saie  in  the  hsnds  of  my 
excellent  predecessor  in  this  chair,  Br.  Hoody  Staart,  and  his  committee.  No 
one  eonld  listen  to  the  report  given  in  of  the  proceedings  of  that  conunittee  withoai 
feeling  sssnred  that  all  was  done  that  could  be  done  with  the  means  at  Uiefar  dis- 
posal, for  the  promotion  of  the  cause  of  Israel's  conversion  to  Christ  Israel  was  in 
the  early  Church  **  beloved  for  the  Father's  sake."  How  different  the  feeling  that 
prevailed  in  later  times,  when  they  have  been  among  professing  Christiana,  as  a 
nation  "  scattered  and  peeled."  Surely  nothing  could  more  clearly  show  how  nnlike 
the  medlsBval  Church  was  to  the  Church  of  the  Apostles,  than  tiie  state  of  feeling 
cherished  towards  Qod's  ancient  people.  And  how  sad  that  in  this  nlneteentli 
century  Israel  should  be  so  despised  and  persecuted  in  many  parts  of  Uie  world  I  It 
would  seem  as  if  this  Church  and  other  Churches  whidi  take  an  interest  in  the 
irel&rr  of  Israel,  were  in  this  as  in  other  matters  returning  to  the  old  fidth  of  the 
apostles,  and  entering  afresh  upon  the  work  in  which  they  were  engaged.  Let  us 
thank  the  Lord  that  He  has  put  it  into  the  hearts  of  so  many  in  this  land  and  in  this 
Church,  to  love  Israel ;  and  let  us  pray  that  He  would  speedily  torn  baek  their 
captivity,  and  bring  them  to  the  knowledge  of  the  true  Hessiah.  We  cannot  forget 
how  great  the  promises  are  that  are  connected  with  the  conversion  of  Israel. 

^e  report  of  our  Foreign  Mission  Committee  was,  as  usual,  full  of  interest 
VTe  have  to  bless  God  that  He  has  been  pleased  to  spare  to  ns  hitherto  the  mneh 
beloved  and  revered  convener  of  that  committee.  We  take  it  as  a  token  for  good  to 
this  Church  and  to  our  great  Indian  and  African  mission,  that  Dr.  Buff  is  left  to  ns 
to  take  active  chaige  of  it.  Long  may  he  be  spared  to  work  for  India  at  home,  with 
all  that  wisdom,  power,  and  effect  which  were  characteristic  of  his  noble  career  in 
that  great  field  of  missionary  enterprise  itself.  The  names  of  a  Doff  and  a  Wilson 
are  naknes  that  will  be  embalmed  for  generations  in  the  hearts  of  all  trae  friends  of 
India.  And  I  cannot  but  advert  in  a  sentence  to  that  great  entetprise  the  eon- 
mencement  of  which  has  signalised  the  year  that  is  now  gone,  and  which  j<^ed  to- 
gether in  practical  Christian  work  the  two  Churehes  which  are  now  happily  one.  I 
need  not  say  that  I  refer  to  the  founding  of  the  mission  at  Livingstonia.  The 
sending  of  the  gospel  into  Central  Africa  is  a  worthy  fruit  of  the  great  woik 
accomplished  by  David  Livingstone,  and  such  fruit  as  we  believe  would  have  been 
most  congenial  to  himself  had  he  been  spared  to  see  it.  It  is,  we  doubt  not  the 
very  memorial  of  hinuelf  and  his  labours  which  the  great  traveller  would  have 
chosen  had  the  selection  been  submitted  to  him.  Thousands  will  follow  that  mis- 
sion with  their  prayers  and  their  good  wishes,  and  they  will  plead  and  hope  that 
by  means  of  it  Central  Africa  may  be  raised  from  the  depth  of  its  degradation,  and 
that  the  horrors  of  a  state  of  gross  ignorance,  vile  superstition,  and  cruel  oppression 
may  be  supplanted  by  the  enlightening,  elevating,  and  saving  influence  of  the 
gospel. 

Of  the  Colonial  Scheme,  so  well  managed  by  Mr.  Balfour  as  convener  and  Mr. 
Hope  as  secretary,  I  cannot  but  say  a  word,  seeing  that  in  many  respects  it  is,  out- 
side of  the  home  field,  the  most  interesting  of  all  our  fields  of  labour.  Here  we 
have  a  people  drawn  from  the  midst  of  ourselves,  our  very  flesh  and  blood,  looking 
to  us  from  almost  every  comer  of  the  globe  for  a  supply  of  Christian  ordinanoes. 
And  who  have  a  higher  claim  1  It  may  be  true  that  Uie  claims  of  heathens,  Mo> 
hammedans,  Jews,  and  every  other  non-Christian  race,  can  never  be  overlooked  t^ 
us  without  having  their  blood  upon  our  heads ;  but  if  the  duty  lies  upon  ns  of 
striving  by  prayer  and  effort  to  bring  these  to  Christ,  no  less  surely  are  we  bound 
to  strive  as  eameatly  to  preserve  our  own  kindred,  wherever  we  find  them,  firem 
lapsing  from  the  faith  which  they  once  owned  and  falling  away  to  heathenism. 
The  apostle  thought  it  in  no  way  inconsistent  with  the  mission  to  which  he  was 
called,  to  cherish  and  to  express  in  strong  terms  his  love  for  those  who  were  his 
kindred  according  to  the  flesh.  Nor  can  it  be  inconsistent  with  our  duty  to  Jew 
and  Gentile  that  we  should  express  our  strong  affection  for  and  deep  interest  in  onr 
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coantiTmen,  whether  from  the  Highlands  or  the  Lowlands,  who  are  so  widely 
•cattenMi  orer  the  British  Colonies,  and  oor  earnest  desire,  in  so  far  as  God  gives 
iu  the  power,  to  aid  in  the  maintenance  of  the  gospel  and  its  blessed  inflaences 
among  them.  It  is  caose  of  serions  pain  to  some  of  ns  who  know  the  case,  that 
tikore  la  so  moch  diffieolty  in  meeting  the  demands  of  the  colonies.  Applied  to 
as  I  often  am  for  a  Gaelic  minister,  I  feel  moch  grieved  when  I  find  it  impossible 
to  proeare  one  for  the  field. 

Time  does  not  admit  of  my  referring  to  others  of  oar  important  schemes. 
Abroad  there  is  the  admirable  service  done  to  the  caase  of  the  gospel  by  the  Con- 
tinental Committee,  whose  report,  so  fall  of  eneoaragement^  was  given  in  by  the 
•xeelleni  eonyener  Mr.  Kadagan ;  and  at  home,  we  hare  oar  Edacation  Scheme, 
which  has  Important  work  still  to  do,  work  which  is  so  ably  saperintended  by  Mr. 
Main,  and  the  no  less  important  work  of  our  Sabbath  Observance  Committee,  the 
report  of  which  wat  given  in  by  Mr.  Mackenzie,  or  of  the  SabbAh  School  Com- 
mittee, the  annaal  account  of  which  has  been  so  satisfactory,  and  in  connection 
with  which  we  owe  so  much  to  that  esteemed  and  beloved  friend  of  our  Church, 
JCr.  William  Dickson. 

But  I  may  be  allowed  to  say  a  word  of  that  scheme  with  which  I  have  been 
so  long  eonnected  myself,  and  in  which  I  will  be  forgiven  for  taking  a  special 
interest— the  Home  Mission  Scheme  for  the  Highlands  and  Islands.     The  commit- 
tee in  ehaige  of  this  scheme  has  now  been  in  existence  for  twenty-seven  years,  and 
has  had  a  great  work  to  aecomplish  in  that  portion  of  our  land.    The  Highlands 
owe  mneh,  and  have  owed  from  the  outset,  to  the  Presbyterianism  of  Scotland.    The 
early  Reformers  were  true  statesmen,  and  resolved  to  accommodate  their  measures 
for  reformation  to  the  circumstances  and  exigencies  of  the  country.    They  did  not 
do  as  was  done  in  Ireland,  where  it  was  resolred  to  treat  everything  Irish  as  if  un- 
deserving  of  any  respect,  to  ignore  the  language  and  habits  of  the  people,  and  to  use 
Ireland  as  mere  pasture  land  for  the  oflfscouring  of  the  English  clergy.     They  looked 
with  a  rery  diflferent  eye  on  the  state  of  the  country  and  people.    The  great  question 
with  them  was  how  they  were  most  likely  to  bring  the  influence  of  the  gospel  to 
bear  upon  the  popular  mind  ?    Hence  their  earnest  and  untiring  efforts  to  secure 
ministers,  exhorters,  and  readers  for  the  people,  who  could  use  their  own  tongue ; 
benee  the  rendering  of  Knox's  Prayer- Book  into  Gaelic  so  early  as  1567,  and  numer- 
ooa  othei  services  employed  for  the  extending  of  Christian  influences  into  the  High- 
lands.   And  the  efforts  were  continuous.    The  setting  ap  of  the  Society  for  Propa- 
gating Christian  Knowledge  in  the  beginning  of  Isst  century,  employing  as  it  did  a 
noble  class  of  men,  and  the  Gaelic  School  Society  in  the  commencement  of  this 
eentniy,  equally  careful  and  discriminating  in  the  choice  of  its  agents,  were  both  of 
them  clear  and  unmistakable  tokens  of  the  interest  taken  by  the  religious  people  of 
the  Lowlands  in  the  wellbeing  of  the  Highlands.    And  when  we  look  back  to  the 
history  of  this  Church  in  the  Highlands,  what  do  we  see  on  every  hand  but  evidence 
of  the  warm  and  libersl  interest  taken  by  the  Free  Church  and  its  friends  in  the 
wellbeing  of  the  people— chnrehes,  manses,  schools,  all  liberally  helped ;  the  Gaelic 
School  Society — so  largely  supported  by  the  members  of  the  Free  Church — the 
ladiea'  achools,  catechists,  and  other  missionaries,  all  aided  by  friends  in  the  south ; 
oor  Endowment  Scheme,  with  a  fund  of  £12,000,  and  latterly  our  noble  Debt  Scheme, 
are  all  evidence  of  the  hearty  interest  taken  by  this  Church  in  the  wellbeing  of  the 
Highlands,  spiritual  and  temporal.    I  may  well  speak  on  this  subject,  for  I  speak 
with  an  experience  of  two-and -twenty  years,  and  I  would  hold  myself  as  coming  far 
short  of  my  doty  on  an  occasion  like  this  unless  I  acknowledged  freely  how  kindly 
and  how  liberally,  though  at  the  same  time  wisely  and  justly,  this  Free  Church  has 
striven  to  perform  her  duty  to  the  large  body  of  adherents  who  own  her  in  the 
Highlands,  and  who,  I  verily  believe,  will  continue  to  own  her  so  long  as  she  con- 
tinues to  minister  to  them  fiiithfuUy  the  bread  of  life.    And  let  me  call  the  attention 
of  the  Assembly  to  two  or  three  special  objects  connected  with  the  slate  of  our 
Chareh  in  the  Highlands.    First,  the  ordinary  income  of  our  Committee  for  tbo 
Highlands  and  Islands.    Oor  biennial  collection  affords  bat  scanty  supplies.     We 
have  lately  incurred  an  additional  expenditure  of  £200  per  annum  in  raising  the 
salaries  of  our  probationers  from  £60  to  £70.    We  have  done  so  with  great  misgiv- 
ing, but  we  trust  to  the  beneficence  of  our  friends.     Let  me  say,  as  eucouragiog  to 
the  Chareh,  though  a  source  of  difficulty  to  ns,  that  never  since  the  committee  wai 
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appointed  have  the  demandi  for  eapplies  from  this  Chvreh  been  ao  eztendre  and 
urgent  aa  they  are  now.  That  does  not  apeak  of  dedenaion  and  decay  in  the 
Highlanda.  And  I  do  eameatly  trust  and  pray  thai  the  meana  for  aapplying  iheae 
demanda  may  not  be  withheld.  My  next  aobject,  with  reapeot  to  the  wanta  of  the 
Highlands,  is  oar  Endowment  Seheme.  We  must  cany  it  on  nntll  cTOiy  c0Dgrag»* 
tion  in  oar  moat  diatant  glen  or  island  is  aapplied  with  a  miniater.  My  next  anb- 
ject  is  that  of  the  need  of  candidates  for  the  ministry.  Let  miniatera  from  the  Higb> 
lands  direct  the  thoaghts  of  yonng  men  of  promise  towarda  the  miniatry  of  the 
goapeL  Of  the  duty  of  the  Church  I  have  apoken  before,  and,  I  am  thaxikftil  to 
say,  not  in  yain.  My  last  aubjeot  is  that  of  our  ecelesiaatical  baildinga  in  the 
Highlands.  The  Oharch  must  hare  an  eye  on  iheae,  the  fnnda  of  the  Boilding 
Committee  mast  be  replenished,  and  miniatera  maat  not  be  left  aingle-handed  to 
fight  wifch  decay  and  rain,  as  they  invade  charch  and  manic,  and  to  hiTolTe  them- 
selres  in  bank  bills  and  bonds  which  they  may  nerer  be  able  to  redeem.  Lei  na  hare 
contribationa  aa  of  old  to  the  funds  of  our  Building  Committee. 

I  have  a  single  word  to  say  in  reference  to  the  Pa&>Preabyteriaa  Coancil,  ori- 
ginally intended  to  meet  in  this  city  this  year,  but  which  baa  been  postponed  at  the 
request  of  our  brethren  in  the  United  States.  It  may  be  ihai  God  haa  gradooa 
purposes  to  aerre  in  thos  prcTeniing  the  meeting  now.  All  I  wish  to  do  ia  from 
this  chair  to  express  the  approval  of  the  whole  moTcment  by  thia  Church,  and  onr 
earnest  desire  that  eyeiything  connected  with  it  may  be  directed  by  Dirine  wiadom 
and  power  to  the  accomplishment  of  great  enda  for  the  cause  and  truth  of  Jeaua 
Christ  Meantime,  let  me  recommend  to  aa  many  brethren  aa  poasibly  can  to  attend 
the  conference  to-morrow  at  eleyen  o'dock,  and  the  public  meeting  in  the  erening 
at  half-past  seyen. 

Let  me  also  say  a  word  in  commendation  of  the  admirable  report  fumiahed  by 
Mr.  Brown  of  the  Dean  for  the  Committee  on  Diaruption  Becoida.  That  yolome 
ahould  be  largely  circulated. 

Let  me  also  supply  an  omiaaion  in  my  opening  addreaa  in  not  making  refer- 
ence  to  the  deaih  of  an  aged,  yenerable,  and  much  eateemed  miniater  of  thia  ^urobp 
Dr.  Gkorge  Bams,  of  Corstorphine.  I  do  it  now  with  the  highest  respect  for  Ida 
memory.  I  add  with  sincere  regret  that  within  the  laat  few  daya  we  haye  loat  two 
Highland  miniatera  of  real  worth — ^the  Rey.  William  Macdenald,  of  Ballachnliah, 
and  the  Rey.  John  Fletcher,  of  Bracadale. 

I  trust  I  may  be  excuaed  for  dwelling  so  long  on  aomo  of  iheae  anbjecta.  But 
I  had  resolyed  to  make  thia  addreaa  refer  chiefly  to  the  real  work  of  the  Chureli.  To 
that  now  ahe  must  mainly  direct  her  energiea. 

Passing  now  from  this,  howeyer,  I  must  again  express  the  joy  and  ihankfulnev 
which  we  all  feel  in  connection  with  (he  great  eyent  of  this  Aaaembly — ^the  Union  with 
us  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church.  The  day  on  which  that  Union  took  plaea 
ia  one  never  to  be  foigotten  in  this  Free  Church  of  Scotland.  All  I  will  now  aay  on 
the  subject  is,  "  Koi  unto  ua,  but  to  <}od,  be  all  the  praiae."  Bat  I  cannot  over- 
look the  noble  poaiiion  taken  up  by  our  United  Preabyierian  brethren  in  connection 
with  the  solemn  and  interesting  work  of  iliat  Union  day.  Who  would  not  aay  thai 
that  day  would  not  have  been  what  it  waa  wen  it  not  for  the  presence  of  Dr.  John 
Calms,  aa  he  aat  there  during  the  proceedings.  In  deq>eat  sympathy  with  all  thai 
was  done,  and  the  appearance  of  tliai  depntaUon  of  high-toned  Chriatiaa  man  who 
visited  us  in  the  evening,  and  from  whose  leading  membeia  we  had  anoh  heart- 
atirring  addreaaea  mado  to  usi  There  waa  not  a  little  to  provoke  them  to  aei 
otherwise,  but  they  proved  the  power  of  Christian  love  and  the  generoaitj  whieh 
actuated  them  by  the  oourae  whidi  they  took.  I  liave  no  doubt  thai  the  froita  of 
that  appearance,  which  ao  filled  our  hearts  with  joy,  will  one  day  greatly  abound. 

And  now,  reverend  fathers  and  brethren,  in  the  proapect  of  oar  aepantlBg; 
perhaps  never  to  meet  again,  let  me  addreaa  you  a  few  worda  aolely  aa  one  apeaking 
to  you  aa  a  brother  in  the  Lord.  I  feci  thai  I  have  aa  much  need  to  be  apoken  to 
aa  to  speak.  Bot  placed  as  I  am  here  in  the  good  providence  of  Ood,  I  feel  that  I 
am  bound  to  apeak  somewhat  of  the  great  work  in  which  we  are  all  engagod.  Tom  j 
brethren  in  the  ministry  I  may  be  allowed  to  say  ihai  while  we  have  Inid  important 
duties  to  perform  here,  our  great  work  is  in  our  respective  fields  of  labour  at  home. 
We  are  Qod's  ministem,  sent  to  bear  Hia  message  to  sinful  men.  We  are  the  ambaa- 
aadora  of  the  Heavenly  King,  aeni  to  apeak  of  pardon,  peace,  and  reeondlatUm  to 
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rebellionB  snbjeeU.    Oar  work  ia  to  make  known  to  sinners  tbe  way  wklch  He  has 
opened  op  for  their  escape  from  the  wrath  to  come.    And  His  own  flock  is  the 
special  field  allotted  to  each  of  ns  for  carrying  on  tbe  work.     We  are  sent  to 
proclaim  alond,  as  with  the  soand  of  a  tmmpet,  the  inTitation  and  the  oonnsel — 
*'  Be  ye  reconciled  nnto  God."    It  is  a  great,  a  glorious,  and  a  blessed  work,  the 
greatest  which  the  world  affords  for  the  exercise  of  hnman  gifts  and  graces. 
"  Woe  be  nnto  ua  if  we  preach  not  the  gospel."    It  is  a  work  too  great  for  our 
nnaided  strength,  so  much  so  that  we  may  well  say,  "  Who  is  sufficient  for  these 
things  1"    Bat  it  is  a  work  in  which  Almighty  power  is  promised  to  sustain  and 
to  aid,  and  in  connection  with  which  we  may  say,  **  Tbroogh  Christ  strengthening 
OB  we  can  do  all  things."    It  is  said,  no  doubt,  that  in  these  modem  dajs  of 
printing  presses  and  newspapers — said  in  all  probability  by  parties  whb  speak  what 
ihey  wish — the  pulpit  has  lost  its  power,  that  it  does  not  exercise  the  influence  over 
the  minds  of  men  which  it  did  at  one  time.    Such  a  statement  must  originate  in 
entire  misapprehension  of  where  the  power  of  the  pulpit  really  lies.    It  is  not  '*  in 
the  wisdom  of  man,"  but  "in  the  power  of  God."    The  reliance  of  man  is  too  much 
on  that  "wisdom  of  words,"  of  which  the  Apostle  speaks,  and  which  he  repudiated, 
beeaose  he  feared  that  so  far  from  giving  efiect  to  the  preaching  of  the  Croas,  it 
migkt  take  the  effect  away.    If  the  pnlpit  has  lost  its  power,  nothing  but  the 
presence  of  the  Haatcr  will  restore  it    lOnisters  cannot  too  thoroughly  recogniae 
thie  in  all  their  work.    Will  those  men  who  taunt  us  with  the  pulpit  having  lost 
iu  power  join  us  at  a  throne  of  grace  in  asking  that  its  power  may  be  restored. 
Wonld  tliai  they  did.    It  might  bring  a  blessing  to  themselyes.    But  even  in  the 
▼lew  which  these  censors  take,  is  there  anything  to  bear  out  the  statement f    Is 
public  worship  leas  frequented  than  it  was  say  a  century  ago  in  Scotland!    No  man 
acquainted  with  the  past  and  present  condition  of  the  country  will  venture  to  say 
that.    I  take  it  upon  me  to  say  that  never  in  Scotland's  history  has  there  been 
so   large  a  proportion  of  her  popnlation  in  the  habit  of  attending  the  public 
worahip  of  Ood  as  in  the  present  day;   and  I  will  venture  to  say  further,  that 
never   was  the  gospel  of  the  grace  of  God  more  faithfully,  fully,  or  extensively 
preached  than  in  this  our  own  time.   And  as  to  that  which  our  critica  may  call  power, 
it  may  be  true  that  there  are  fewer  very  prominent  men  eoimected   with  the 
pnlpit  than  in  times  that  are  gone  by.    Such  men  are  gifts  from  God,  and  He 
gives  or  withholds  them  as  He  sees  meet.     But  I  verily  believe  that  the  general 
level  of  the  Christian  ministry  in  point  of  literary  and  intellectual  attainments 
waa  never  so  high  as  at  this  moment     And  how  could  it  be  otherwise )    Some 
of  na  were  trained  in  eoUeges  where  there  was  bat  one  profeasor  or  two  at  most. 
The  wonder  is  that  we  know  anything  at  all.  Now  in  our  theological  schools  every  im- 
portant braneh  has  its  separate  teacher.  An  amount  of  care  and  labour,  far  in  advance 
of  anything  ever  known  in  our  country,  is  taken  for  the  training  of  our  rising  ministry. 
And  is  it  possible  to  conceive  that  this  can  be  without  its  effect  t    No,  it  must  have 
an  effect,  and  with  God's  blessing  that  effect  must  be  a  salutary  one.    Are  we  to  be 
told  that  the  training  and  culture  of  onr  ministers  is  inferior  to  that  of  other  men 
who  obtain  a  certain  amount  of  literary  culture  1    Are  they  less  effectively  equipped 
for  doing  their  work  than  writers  in  the  columns  of  our  newspapers  are  for  doing 
theirs  t  I  say  this  with  all  reapect  for  the  press,  but  I  doubt  whether  the  newspaper 
ia  jnat  fit  to  become  a  substitnte  for  the  Christian  ministry.     Or  is  the  trainUig  of 
onr  mlnistiy  less  perfect  than  that  of  men  training  for  the  other  learned  professions  t 
Are  they  inferior,  in  point  of  education,  to  medic^  men  or  lawyers  f    Are  not  their 
four  yean  in  arts  and  four  in  theology  beyond  anything  in  the  way  of  preparation 
which  the  other  profeaaiona  require  1    Some  think  it  is  too  much.     Letting  that 
alone,  however,  we  have  enough  to  show  that  the  professional  men  in  Scotland  who 
reeeive  the  beat  education  are  onr  ministers,  and  long  may  it  be  so.     And  yet, 
fathen  and  brethren,  we  need  power.     We  n^d  Divine  power.     The  increase  is  of 
God.     Let  ns  preach  the  Gospel  faithfully,  earnestly.     Let  us  present  a  full  Christ 
to  needy  sinners,  bringing  the  bread  of  life  to  their  doors,  and  let  us  look  up  to  the 
Lord  for  His  bleasing.     "  Without  me  ye  can  do  nothing."     And  let  us  remember 
that  with  all  that  has'been  said  there  is  ample  need  for  all  the  gifts  that  we  profess. 
The  eorrent  against  us  runs  strong.    There  is  the  worldliness  that  is  rushing  in  on 
every  aide,  9ai  in  danger  of  overwhelming  all  earnest,  self-denying  religion.    It 
threatens  to  deprive  ns  of  many  of  our  most  preeions  and  tame-honoured  privileges, 
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and  is  fast  encroaching  on  the  holy  Sabbath  itaelf,  with  its  nnholy  Fernanda.  Tho 
world  would,  if  it  could,  raise  itself  above  Ood  and  His  anthoritj,  and  claims  for 
iUelf  to  be  held  as  the  one  object  of  worship.  And  alas  1  its  worshippers  are  bat 
too  many,  worshipping  with  a  (lerotion  whose  fenrour  Christians  might  well  imitate. 
If  there  bo  one  opponent  of  the  Qospel  at  this  moment  more  dangeroos  than  another 
it  is  this  rising  worldliness.  And  there  is  farther,  the  Gallio-like  spirit^  that  would 
deny  all  earnestness ;  whose  fear  is  not  of  faithlessness  but  of  fanaticism,  which  looks 
upon  zeal  as  if  it  were  more  inimical  to  the  cause  of  Christ  than  indifference.  This 
is  a  creed  that  could  produce  no  martyrs.  Its  cry  is  **  lore  "  and  not "  tmth."  And 
truly  there  lies  a  snare  in  it  for  eren  good  men.  Let  ns,  too,  strive  to  manifest  love, 
but  in  the  truth,  and  only  in  the  truth.  Truth  must  have  the  precedence.  Let  ns, 
fathers  and  brethren,  be  valiant  for  truth.  Whatsoever  things  are  true  let  us  bold 
by  them,  and  proclaim  them.  I  might  name  otiber  opponents,  bnt  I  forbear.  This 
only  would  I  say,  that  there  is  bnt  one  weapon  with  which  to  meet  them  all,  the 
gospel,  a  faithfully  preached  gospel,  Christ  and  Him  crucified.  Oh,  that  all  of  ns 
whom  God  in  His  providence  has  placed  in  the  holy  ministry  were  enabled  faith- 
fully, fully,  freely,  to  preach  Jesus  Christ,  to  make  Him  the  great  theme  of  onr 
preaching,  and  to  show  forth  the  power  of  the  truth  over  oar  own  hearts  by  lires 
and  conversations  becoming  the  gospel.  Truly  a  holy  life  adds  much  to  the  weight 
of  a  minister's  preaching.  The  Lord  Himself  left  not  only  a  spoken  testimony,  but 
an  example  that  we  should  follow  His  steps.  So  should  we.  Perhaps  no  sermon 
we  can  preach  has  equal  power  over  the  consciences  and  lives  of  others,  with  the 
silent  eloquence  and  the  quiet  power  of  a  holy  walk.  Let  men  see  Christ  in  as,  ss 
well  as  hear  of  Christ  from  us. 

To  my  brethren  In  the  eldership  I  may  be  allowed  to  address  a  few  sentences.  I 
cannot  avoid  doing  so,  seeing  how  deeply  I  feel  the  importance  of  their  work.  Let 
me  acknowledge,  first,  the  debt  of  obligation  nnder  which  we,  who  are  ministers,  lie 
to  them,  and  to  the  deacons  too.  To  our  elders  we  often  owe  much  of  onr  comfort 
and  success  in  our  ministry.  It  may,  perhaps,  be  said,  and  not  gainsaid,  that  the 
first  essential  for  the  wellbeing  and  prosperity  of  a  congregation  is  a  good  minlater. 
Nothing  will  make  up  for  the  absence  of  that.  It  is  the  mainspring  of  the  whole 
organisation.  But,  truly,  next  to  that  is  a  good  eldership.  To  a  minister  they  are 
the  very  pillars  of  his  strength,  and  I  may  take  leave  to  say  that  he  is  not  a  wise 
minister  who  does  not  strive  to  get  and  to  keep  an  efficient  eldership.  It  may  be 
true  that  they  are  not  called  upon  to  do  the  work  of  the  ministry.  This  Church  has 
required  and  requires  that  any  man  who  is  to  engage  in  the  ministry  of  the  Word 
must  receive  a  training  for  the  work.  He  is  not  to  stand  up  and  deal  with  some  of 
the  most  perplexing  questions  that  can  occupy  the  human  mind  withoat  adequate 
preparation  for  engaging  in  such  a  work.  The  Church  must  have  an  educated 
ministry.  And  we  believe  that  her  office-bearers  and  people  almost  universally  sym- 
pathise with  her  in  that  opinion,  and  never  will  submit  to  the  instructions  of  an 
untrained  ministry.  But  while  that  is  true,  the  office-bearers  of  the  Church  hare 
weighty  duties  to  perform — duties  the  responsibilities  of  Which  are  enough  withoat 
striving  to  increase  them  by  assuming  those  of  other  men.  Watching  orer  the 
flock  and  working  among  the  flock  lies  as  much  to  their  hands  as  to  the  minister's. 
Tender  dealing  with  the  sick  and  dying,  and  kindly  comforting  the  distressed,  are 
duties  the  call  to  which  is  ever  at  their  door.  They  can  do  mach  to  encourage  the 
regular  attendance  on  the  ordinances  of  the  (Gospel,  not  only  in  the  public  exercises 
of  Sabbath-day  worship,  but  on  the  week  day  prayer-meetings.  And  then  their  walk 
and  conversation.  A  holy  eldership  is  an  unspeakable  blessing  to  a  Church  and  to 
a  community.  And  while  we  have  to  cherish  much  gratitude  to  God  for  the  great 
names  which  adorn  the  roll  of  the  ministry  in  this  land,  and  trnly,  God  has  been 
pleased  to  raise  up  in  Scotland  ministers  second  to  none  who  have  adorned  the 
Church  of  Christ,  we  have  no  less  reason  to  cherish  gratitade  for  the  men  of  grace, 
and  of  intellect,  and  of  seal  whom  He  has  raised  op  to  adorn  the  offioe  of  the 
eldership.  What  a  list  of  noble  men  would  be  found  in  cssting  the  eye  over  the 
eldership  of  the  Scottish  Church  since  the  Reformation.  And  in  this  Church  of 
ours,  since  its  separation  from  the  State,  we  have  had  a  roll  of  names  such  as  might 
well  fill  our  hearts  with  praise  to  Him  who  bestowed  them  as  fruits  of  His  grsce  on 
the  Church.  So  long  ss  the  Church  has  a  faithful  ministry  and  an  earnest,  prayerfol 
and  God*feariDg  eldership,  she  has  little  to  fear,  for  in  these  she  has  a  distinct 
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token  of  the  goodwUl  of  the  Head.  May  He  of  His  soTereign  mercy  raise  op  a 
■Qccession  of  soeb  men  to  fill  that  important  office,  and  may  our  elders  be  enabled 
by  Hia  grace  to  walk  in  the  footsteps  of  the  great  and  the  good  men  who  have  gone 
before  them,  a  soaree  of  strength  to  the  minister,  and  an  ensample  to  the  flock. 

In  draving  this  address  to  a  close,  I  haye  again  to  thank  yoo,  reverend  fathers 
and  brethren,  for  having  plaeed  me  in  this  chair,  espeeially  the  chair  of  such  a  noble 
Assembly  as  this,  and  I  bare  to  thaqk  you,  too,  for  the  kindness  and  forbearance 
with  which  yon  have  treated  me  since  I  have  occupied  it.  It  is  my  humble  but 
earnest  prayer  that  the  Lord  may  abundantly  bless  you  ;  that  He  may  carry  yon  in 
aafety  back  to  your  families  and  your  flocks,  and  that  He  may  make  yon  more  than 
ever  a  blessing  to  those  among  whom  you  live  and  labour.  We  may  never  have 
the  priTilege  of  meeting  again  in  this  world,  but  we  cherish  the  hope  that,  notwith- 
standing, throngh  Divine  graee,  we  may  meet  again,  and  dwell  for  ever  in  the 
pretence  of  the  Lord. 

Reverend  fathers  and  brethren,  aa  we  met  in  the  name  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  Lord  Jeans  Christ,  the  only  King  and  Head  of  the  Church,  so  now  in  the  same 
name,  and  by  the  same  authority,  I  hereby  dissolye  this  Assembly,  and  appoint  the 
next  Oeneial  Assembly  of  the  Free  Church  of  Scotland  to  be  held  at  Edinburgh,  on 
Tharsdsy,  the  24th  of  May  1877. 

The  MODERATOR  then  engaged  in  prayer,  and  gave  out  the  last  three  verses 
of  the  182d  Fsalnii  after  the  ainging  of  which  the  benediction  was  pronounced. 
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Bainy,  Dr.— On  PoUokshieldi  case,  33; 

on  the  Principles  of  the  Church,  106 ; 

on  the  Union.  160  j  on  Assembly  Hall, 

228 ;  on  Proclamation  of  Banns,  229 ; 

on  Disestablishment,  242. 
Eankine,  Mr.,  Moderator  of  the  United 

Preshylerian  ^S'ynoci— Congratulatory  ad- 
dress on  the  Union,  170. 
'Reformed    Pretibyterian     Church—  See 

Union, 
Religion  and  Morals — Report,  14  and  284  ; 

Dr.  JuUus  Wood,  14 ;  Earl  of  Kintore, 

15. 
Representation  of  iVetftytertet— Overture, 

i3S ;  Mr.  Kay  of  Loanhead,  238. 
12o60rte,Jfr.— On  Sabbath  Observance,  226. 
Ross,  Mr.,  of  Rothesay^On  the  Highlands 

and  Islands,  220. 
Sabbath  Observance — ^Report,  222 ;  Mr.  A. 

Mackenzie.   222;  Dr.   Begg,  223;    Dr. 

Wilson,  226 ;  Mr.  James  Balfour,  225 ; 

Mr.  Roberts,  226. 
Sabbath  SchooU—BapoTi,  261 ;  Mr  William 

Dickson,  261;  Vr  Begg,  266;  Mr  Mao- 

alister,  267. 
Sales  and  Transferences  of  Property,  272. 
Sanctioning  of  Charges,  269. 
Sdioois,  Transfer  of,  144. 
<S%ai0,  Mr.,  of  Laggan — On  Disestablish- 
ment, 244. 
Shiaeh,  Mr.— On  Services  for  theToung, 

268. 
Smith,  Dr.  G.^On  Probationers,  38. 
Smith,  Dr.    71— On  Collections,  12;   on 

Pollokshields  Case,  32  ;  on  Pkx>bationers, 

37  and  38 ;  on  Principles  of  the  Church, 

92  ;  on  Temperance,  203w 
Smith,  Mr.,  of  Sanquhar— On  Principles  of 

the  Church,  94. 
Smith,  Mr.,  of  Tarland— On  Principles  of 

the  Church,  97 ;  on  Temperance,  209. 
Somervilie,  Mr, — Appointed  as  deputy-  to 

America,  15 ;  on  Foreign  Missions,  64 

on  Principles  of  the  Church,  93. 
Stuart,  Dr.  Moody— Opemag  Sermon,  1 

proposes  Moderator,  2 ;  on  Conversion 

of  tne  Jews,  17 ;  on  College  Report,  43 

on  General  Presbyterian  Council,  142. 
Students,  Cases  of,  247. 
Straihbogie,  Asseuors  to  the  Presbytery  of, 

283. 
Sustentation    Fund — ^Report,    113;    Dr. 

Wilson  of  Dundee  on,  113 ;  Mr  Main, 

113  ;  Mr  Wood,  elder,  Edinburgh,  120; 

Mr  C.  Cowan,  120  ;  Mr  M'Micking,  120 ; 

Overtures  anent  Sarplns   Fund,  122; 


Regulations  as  to  obtaining  Statistics, 
122;  Provision  for  ministers  in  Shst- 
land,  123. 

Synod  Records,  234. 

Systematic  &ivin^— Report,  234 ;  Dr. 
Moir,  235;  Mr.  Maealister,  236;  Dr 
Cather,  237. 

Temperance— Report,  196 ;  Mr.  Kidston, 
196 ;  Dr.  Adam,  201 ;  Dr  T.  Smith,  203 ; 
Mr.  Bannernan,  204  ;  Mr.  Smith,  Tar- 
land, 209 ;  Mr  Hall,  Beith,  209 ;  Mr 
Laughton,  211;  Vote,  212;  Mr.  C. 
Cowan's  motion,  241,  247  ;  Overture  by 
Mr.  Cowan  and  others,  274 ;  Mr.  Cowao, 
274 ;  Dr.  Begg,  275 ;  Mr.  Comrie,  276. 

ThomMn,  Dr..  of  Paisley — On  English  De- 
putation, 131. 

Thomson,  Mr,  E.  A. — On  Home  Mission 
Work,  135 ;  on  Union,  160. 

Union  with  Reformed  Presbyterian 
Church— 123;  Returns  to  overtores 
on,  139 ;  Overture  on,  passed  into  a 
standing  law,  145 ;  Report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on,  145 ;  Sir  H.  Moncreiff  on 
the  Report,  145  ;  Message  sent  to  the 
Reformed  Presbyterian  Synod,  147 ;  Ar- 
rival in  the  Hall  of  Members  of  the  Re- 
formed Presbyterian  Synod,  147;  Sir 
H.  Moncreiff  makes  the  motion  for  ef- 
fecting the  incorporating  Union,  148; 
Dr.  Goold,  the  Moderator  of  the  Re- 
formed Presbyterian  Synod,  seconds  the 
same,  149 ;  the  motion  carried  by  accla- 
mation, 160  ;  the  Act  of  Union  signed, 
150  ;  Dr.  M'Lauchlan  unanimously  ap- 
pointed Moderator,  and  addresses  the 
Assembly,  160;  Dr.  Goold's  addrsM, 
153 ;  Minutes  read,  158 ;  other  minates 
adopted,  148-150;  Mr.  E.  A.  Thomson*! 
address,  160;  Dr.  Rainy,  160;  Mr. 
M'Dermid,  162;  Dr.  Begg,  165;  Con- 
Ipratulations  of  the  United  PresbjrtMiao 
Synod— Professor  Calderwood,  170 ;  Mr 
Rankine,  the  Moderator  of  the  Synod, 
170 ;  Dr.  Cairns,  172 ;  Dr.  M'Lancblsn 
addresses  the  deputation,  175;  Dr. 
Goold  takes  the  chair,  176 ;  eongrata- 
lations  of  the  English  i^vsbyterian 
Church— Dr.  Dykes,  176 ;  Mr.  Bmnie, 
178 ;  Mr.  John  Kay,  179 ;  Dr.  Duff,  183. 

Whyte,  Mr.,  of  St.  George's—On  the 
Youth  of  the  Church,  213. 

Wilson,  Dr.— On  PoUokshields  esse,  32; 
on  Sustentation  Fund,  113 ;  on  Sabbath 
Observance,  225. 

Wilson,  the  late  Dr.  John,  Memorial  of, 
28L 

Wilson,  Mr.,  Eddington  Mains— On  Prin- 
ciples of  the  Church,  84. 

Wood,  Mr.  Joseph— On  election  of  Prin- 
cipal at  Aberdeen,  45  and  51. 

Wood,  Dr.  Julius— On  Religion  aoJ 
Morals,  14. 

Young,  Colone^On  the  Jews,  24. 

Young,  Services  for  the,  268;  Mr.  S. 
Taylor,  268 ;  Mr  Wm.  Balfour,  268 ; 
Mr.  Shiaoh,  268. 

YofUh  of  the  Church,  Wdfare  of  tte— Re- 
port, 213 ;  Mr.  Whyte  of  St.  Geoif e'«, 
213 ;  Mr.  Laidlaw,  215. 
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Fbooressive  Exhibit  of  the  Sustentation  Fund  since  the  Disniption,  show- 
ing— (1.)  The  Amount  contributed  each  year ;  (2.)  The  Number  of 
Ministers  participating  in  the  Fund ;  (3.)  The  Amount  of  Dividend 
paid  each  year ;  and  (4.)  The  Number  of  Ministers  who  drew  a  full 
year's  dividend. 


AmoTint  Contribated  to  the 
Sustentation  Fond. 

No.  of  Ministers 

participating  in  the 

Fond  each  year 

Ambnnt 

of  Dividend 

paid  each  year. 

Na  of  Hiniaters 

who  drew  Aill 

equal  Dividend. 

1844 

£68,704  14    8 

583 

£105     0    0 

470 

1845 

77,630  12     0 

627 

122     0     0 

557 

1846 

82,681  17    4 

672 

122    0    0 

580 

1847 

83,117  16  10 

673 

120    0    0 

590 

1848 

88,996    9    5 

684 

128    0    0 

596 

1849 

87,115    3    4 

705 

123    0    0 

623 

1850 

89,764    3    6 

720 

123    0    0 

680 

1851 

91,527    8    8 

736 

123    0    0 

668 

1852 

90,794  10    5 

745 

122    0    0 

675 

1853 

90,885    8    0 

759 

121     0    0 

691 

1854 

94,635  10    6 

765 

119    0    0 

696 

1855 

103,553  17    3 

786 

132    0    0 

700 

1856 

108,972  12     6 

790 

140    0    0 

712 

1857 

108,638    4    5 

811 

138    0    0 

700 

1858 

108,920    7    0 

825 

138    0    0 

703 

1859 

110,141  11     8 

827 

138    0    0 

713 

1860 

109,259  17  n  ' 

846 

135    0    0 

723 

1861 

112,093    5    0 

859 

138    0    0 

731 

1862 

112,616    6    5 

872 

137    0    0 

724 

1863 

114,292  19    9 

885 

137    0    0 

722 

1864 

115,784  19    6 

894 

138    0    0 

715 

1865 

119,450    3  11 

903 

144    0    0 

710 

1866 

120,296  11     5 

902 

143    0    0 

741 

1867 

121,725    6    3 

917 

144    0    0 

731 

1868 

131,312  10    5 

923 

150    0    0 

728 

1869 

132,125  16    7 

942 

150    0    0 

740 

1870 

131,262  19     1 

947 

150    0    0 

757 

1871 

137»034  14    6 

948 

150    0    0 

775 

1872 

137,677  15    5 

957 

150    0    0 

778 

1873 

136,322  19  10 

969 

150    0    0 

783 

1874 

152,112    8    4 

975 

150    0    0 

770 

1875 

163,696  16    0 

997 

157    0    0 

772 

Explanatory  Notk. 

In  the  amount  of  the  Sustentation  Fund  each  year  is  included  not  merely  the 
Contributions  from  Ministerial  Charges,  but  also  the  Contributions  from  the 
Associations  of  Stations,  which  are  transmitted  to  the  Sustentation  Fund,  and 
are  returned  to  them. 

The  difference  between  the  number  of  ministers  participating  in  the  Sustenta- 
tion Fund  and  the  number  drawing  the  full  amount  of  the  Dividend  is  aooounted 
for  by  ministers  in  Equal  Dividend  Charges  ordained  during  the  year,  also  by 
ministers  of  Church  Extension  Charges,  or  colleagues  and  successors,  and  of  those 
tmder  special  arrangement  as  to  the  amount  of  stipend  payable  to  them  from  the 
Sustentation  Fund. 

The  amount  of  the  Sustentation  Fund  participated  in  by  the  ministers  of  the 
Free  Church  is  wholly  irrespective  of  the  Supplements  paid  by  congregations  to 
their  own  ministers,  the  total  amount  of  which  for  the  year  1874-75  was 
£56,285,  Us.  lOd. 

Offices  of  thk  Frbb  Chubch  of  Sootlavd, 

May  1876. 
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FINANCIAL    REPORT 


OF  THB 


SUSTENTATION    FUND    COMMITTEE 


For  Year  ending  16th  May  1876. 


Total  amoant  of  contribtttions  for  year  ending  15th  May  1876,    £166,427    9    3 

Do.  do.  1875,       163,696  16    0 

Increase,         £2,730  13    3 

A«ociationfl»  1876,           ....  £156,083     3  10 

Do.         1875,           ....  153,486  13    2 

Increase,  £2,596  10     8 

Donations  and  Legacies,  1876,  £10,334    5     5 

Do.                  do.         1875,  10,210     2  10 

Increase,  134    2     7 

Net  iDcrease,  £2,730  13     3 

MnrisTKRa  on  the  Boll  of  PRKSBTTSBtss  durikg  the  Year  bkding 

15th  May  1876. 

I-  MjNISTXBfl  irOT  ON  THE  PlATFOBM  OF  THE  EqUAL  DiVIDEMD. 

1.  Ministers  of  Church  Extension  Charges  all  ordained  prior  to 

15th  May  1875,  drawing  back  the  Contributions  of  their  own 
Congregations.     (See  Appendix  No.  II.),  .67 

2.  Ministers  admitted  to  Church  Extension  Charges  during  the 

year.     (See  Appendix  No.  III.) 9 

3.  Ministers  receiving  back  the  contributions  of  their  own  Congre- 

gations with  special  allowances  from  the  Sustentation  Fund 
(See  Appendix  No.  IV.), 10 

4.  Ministers  admitted  during  the  year  to  Congregations  specially 

arranged  with.     (See  Appendix  No.  V.),       .  ...       3 

5.  Minister  not  on  the  Platform  who  died  during  the  year.     (See 

Appendix  No.  VL), 1 

6.  Ministers  not  on  the  Platform  who  resigned  their  charges  during 

the  year.     (See  Appendix  No.  VII.), 2 

7.  Ministers  retired  or  invalide^l  drawiog  partial  Stipend  or  other 

allowances  under  si)ecial  arrangements.     (See  Appendix  No. 

VIILX -30 

—       122 

Carry  forward,  122 


4  FINANCML  REPORT  OF  THE  I. 

Brought  forward,  122 

II.  Ministers  on  thb  Platform  of  the  Equal  Diyidbitd,  but  not 

DRAWING  A  FULL  YEAR's  DIVIDEND. 

1.  Ministers  admitted  to  charges  daring  the  year.     (See  Appendix 

No.  IX.) 24 

2.  Ministers  who  have  died  daring  the  year.     (See   Appendix 

No.  X.), 18 

3.  GoUeagaes  ordained  prior  to  15th  May  1875,  and  still  on  the  roll 

of  Presbyteries  as  Colleagues  and  Successors.     (See  Appendix 
No.  XI.), 37 

4.  Ministers  admitted  as  Colleagues  and  Successors  daring  the  year. 

(See  Appendix  No.  XII.) .         .         .       5 

5.  Ministers  who  have  obtained  Colleagues  during  the  year  and  who 

are  under  special  arrangements.     (See  Appendix  No.  XIII.),  .       5 

6.  Colleagues  who  have  become  sole  Ministers  in  consequence  of 

the  death  of  the  senior  Ministers  during  the  year.    (See  Appen- 
dix No.  XIV.), 8 

7.  Ministers  translated  from    full    Equal    Dividend  charges    to 

Church  Extension  charges.     (See  Appendix  No.  XV.),     .        .       5 

8.  Ministers    translated  from  Collegiate  charges  to  full  Equal 

Dividend  charges.     (See  Appendix  No.  XVL),        ...       2 

9.  Ministers  specially  arranged  with,  whose  Colleagues  have  been 

translated  during  the  year.     (See  Appendix  No.  XVII.),  2 

10.  Ministers  who  have  resigned  or  have  been  loosed  from  their 

charges  during  the  year.    (See  Appendix  No.  XVIII.),    .        .12 

—        118 

IIL  Ministers  on  the  Platform  drawino  the  full  year's  Equal 

DiVIDEHD 774 

Note.— In  cases  where  there  are  Colleagues  (enumerated  above, 
II.  sect.  8),  the  dividend  is  shared  between  the  Colleagues. 

Total  Ministers  on  the  Roll  of  Presbyteries  during  the 
year  ending  15th  May  1876,  as  returned  by  Presbytery 
Clerks,  and  including  retired  Ministers,  .  ^14 

ANALYSIS  OP  REVENUE 
For  Year  ending  15th  Mat  1876. 
L  Revenue  from  Ministerial  Associations  for 

1875-76,  avaikble  for  Equal  Dividend,  £144^648  11     8 
IL  Amount  of    Contdbutions    from     Terri- 
torial and  Church  Extension  charges. 
(See  Appendix  No.  II.),       .  8,456  11     6 

III.  Amount  of  Contributions  from  Congrega- 
tions under  special  arrangements.  (See 
Appendix  Noe.  IV.,  V.,  and  VI.),  697  14    0 

IV.  Amount  of  Contributions  from  vacant 
Church  Extension  or  other  charges. 
(See  Appendix  No.  XX.),     .  98    4    5 

V.  Amount    of    Contributions 
from  Stations,  payable  to 
Home  Mission  (Commit- 
tee, .  .£1,707     8     2 
Highland  Committee,   .       474  14    1 

2,182     2     3 


VL  Amount  of  Donations  and  Legacies,  10,344    5    5 


166,427     9     3 


Carryforward,  £166,427     9     3 


I. 


SU8TENTAT10N  FUND  COMMITTEE. 


5 


Vn.  Amount  of  Bank  interest  ayiUaUe  for 
1876-76,         .... 


Broaght  forward,  £166,427     9    3 


409  13    2 


Total  Beyenae  for  1875-76, 


£166,837     2     5 


ALLOCATION  OP  FUND. 


Total  Fond,  aa  aboye^  ,        , 

Deduct,  nxtt-^ 

L  Expenee  of  Management,  indnding  Tra- 
yelling  Chaigea,  Postages,  Pareels,  etc. 
(See  Public  Accounts),        .        .     *  • 

IL  Printing  of  Books  for  Collectors,  Deacons, 
and  Treasurers,  and  other  Papers  fur- 
nished to  Congregations.  (See  Public 
Accounts), 

IlL  Proportion  of  Assembly  Expenses,  Public 
Accounte,  Record  sent  to  Ministers, 
and  Treasurer's  Department.  (See 
Public  Accounts),       «        •        •        • 


Dtditetj  Second — 

L  Contributions  from  Territorial  and  Chmtik 
Extension  Charges  returned  to  them  up 
to  the  Amount  of  the  Equal  Diyidend. 
(See  Appendix  No.  II.),      . 

IL  Contributionsfrom  Congregations  returned 
to  Ministers  under  special  arrange- 
ments.    (See  Appendix  No.  IV.), 

nL  Allowance  from  Fund  to  said  Congrega- 
tions.    (See  Appendix  No.  IV.), 

IV.  Contributions  payable  to  Ministers  ad- 
mitted during  the  year,  to  Congrega- 
tions spedally  arranged  with.  (S^  Ap- 
pendix No.  v.),  .        •         ,        , 

V.  Allowance  from  Fund  to  said  Congrega- 
tions.    (See  Appendix  No.  V.),  . 

VI.  Ck>ntributions  payable  to  Minister' not  on 
the  platform  who  died  during  tiie 
year.     (See  Appendix  No.  VI.), 

VIL  Amount  payable  to  Ministers  not' on  the 
platform  who  resigned  their  Charges 
during  the  year.  (See  Appendix  No. 
VIL),        .',..,        . 

VIIL  Amount  payable  to  Ministers  retired  or 
inyalided,  or  who,  under  special  arrange- 
ments, draw  partial  Stipend  or  other 
allowances.   (See  Appendix  No.  VIII.), 


£166,837     2    5 


'  £886    7    3 


360  10    7 


921     0    4 


2,167  18    2 
£164^669    4    3 


£8,186  12  11 


544    6    4 


707    0    (9 


1«6  18    2 


129  10    9 


26    9    6 


149    6    6 


1,141     5    6 


Carryforward,     £11,011     9    8  £164,669    4    3 

B 


riNANOUL  REPORT  OF  THl  1. 

Brought  forward,        £11,011     9    8  £164,669     4     3 
IX.  Amount  of  ContribntiouB  from  Church 
Extenaion  or   other   Charges,  during 
vacancy  or  otherwise.     (See  Appendix 
No.  XX.) 98    4    5 

X.  Amount  of  Contributions  from  Stations 
paid  over  to  the  Home  and  Highland 
Committees,  per  Public  Accounts,      .       2,182    2    3 

13,291   16      4 


£151,377     7    11 


Deduct,  Third — 

L  Sums  to  Widows  of  Ministers  who  have 
died  during  the  year.  (See  Public 
Accounts), £1200    0    0 

II.  Amount  claimed  by  the  Widows'  and 
Orphans'  Fund  of  the  Free  Church  for 
the  following  Congregationa  vacant  at 
16th  May  1876  :— 

10.  M07. 

17.  Kilmarnock,  Hi^  Ch. 

18.  KUdalton. 

19.  Campbelton,  Lorn  St 
90.  Kilberry,  ete. 
SI.  Lochranxa. 
83.  Poolewe. 

83.  Toroaay  and  Sales. 

84.  Nairn. 

86.  Pitcaimgreen. 

88.  Walla. 

87.  South  UUt 
88  Glenlyon. 

89.  Ballachaliah. 


1.  Cromdale. 
8.  DnthiL 
8.  Strathdon,  eta 
4.  CoUiston. 

6.  StrathflUan. 

8.  Logiepert 

7.  Oerea. 
&  Dundee,  St  Petei'a 

9.  Kllflnnan. 

10.  Glaagow  Barony. 

11.  „        Ljon  Street 

13.  ,,        H'Donald  Ch. 
18.       „       Iron. 

14.  Chapelton. 
16.  Inveraeas,  Eait  Qrarob. 


203    0    0 

1403     O     O 


Balance  available  for  Eqnal  Dividend,        £149,974     7   11 


DISTRIBUTION  OF  EQUAL  DIVIDEND. 

L  Amount  payable  to  MinisterB  admitted 
during  the  year  1875-76  to  Charges  on 
the  Equal  Dividend,  exclusive  of  Col- 
leagues.    (See  Appendix  No.  IX.),      .   £1,582    1     9 

n.  Amount  payable  to  Representatives  of 
Ministers  who  have  died  during  the 
year,  being  proportion  due  at  death. 
(See  Appendix  No.  X.),     .  909    8  11 

IIL  Amount  payable  to  Ministers  admitted 
as  Colleagues  during  the  year.  (See 
Appendix  No.  XIL),  .        .        .         238  13    1 

IV.  Amount  payable  to  Ministers  who  have 
obtained  Colleagues  during  the  year. 
(See  Appendix  No.  XIIL), .        .         .        546    6  11 

V.  Amount  payable  to  Colleagues  who  have 
become  sole  Ministers  in  consequence 
of  the  deathf  during  the  year,  of  the 
senior  Minister.     (See  App.  Na  XIV.),      1078    0    4 

Catty  forward,        £4354    6    0 


I. 


8U8TENTATION  VUND  GOMMITTSE. 


Brought  forward, 
I.  Amount  payable  to  MiiuBters  tranalated 
from    Equal    Dividend     Charges    to 
Charch  Eztenaion  Charges.     (See  Ap- 
pendix No.  XV.),      .... 

VIL  Amount  payable  to  Ministers  translated 
from  Collegiate  Charges  to  Equal  Divi- 
dend Charges.  (See  Appendix  No.  XVI.), 

Vlir.  Amount  payable  to  Ministers  specially 
arranged  with,  whose  Colleagues  have 
been  translated  during  the  year.  (See 
Appendix  No.  XVIL), 

DC  Amount  payable  to  Ministers  who  have 
resigned  or  have  been  loosed  from  their 
Charges  during  the  year.  (See  Appen 
dix  No.  XVIIL), 

X.  Amount  returned  to  vacant  Congrega 
tions  under  Begulations  of  Assembly 
(See  Appendix  No.  XIX.), 


£4354    6    0 


504  17     8 


252    3    4 


66     7    6 


727  10  11 


211     2    0 


£6,116    7    5 


XL  Amount  payable  to  Ministers  drawing 
full  Dividends,  or  divisible  between 
CoUeagues, 121,518    0    0 


XIL  Surplus  Fund, 


22,340     0    6 


£149,974    7  11 
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APPENDIX 


No.  I. 

OOMPABATIVB  VIEW  OP  DEDUCTIONS  FROM  8USTENTATI0N 

FUND  FOB  TEABS  1875  and  1876. 

1876.  1876. 

L  £zi>en8ea    of    Managementi    Trayelling 

Chargee,  PotUges,  PareelB,  etc.    See 

p.  6 £886    7     8  £942  10    5 

IL  Printing  of  Books  for  CoDecton,  Deacons, 
and  Treasnren,  and  other  Papers  far- 

nished  to  Ck>Dgregations.     See  p.  5,    .         360  10    7  164  16  10 

in.  Proportion  of  Assembly  Expenses,  Public 
Accounts,  Record  senA  to  Ministers, 
and  Treasurer's  Department    Seep.  5,        921     0    4  841    4    4 

IV.  Contributions  from  Church  Extension 
Charges  setumed  to  them  up  to  the 
Equal  Dividend.  (See  Appendix  Na 
Ai»/i  •  •  •  *  •  j»  ■  • 
y.  Contributions  from  Congregations  ^ped* 
ally  arranged  with,  returned.  (See 
Appendix  Nos.  IV.  and  V.),       .        . 

VL  Allowances  from  Fund  to  said  Congrega- 
tions  (See  Appendix  Nos.  IV.  and  V.), 

VII.  Amount  paid  to  or  on  account  of  Mini- 
sters EmenHf     ^        •        .        •        .      1,141 
•Vlll.  Amount    paid    to     Ministers     not    on 
Platform,  loosed  from   their  Charges 
during  the  year,         .... 

IX.  Amount  paid  is  Minister  not  cm  Flat- 
form,  who  died  during  the  year, 

X.  Amount  of  Coutributioas  from  Church 
Extension  or  other  CStai^ges  during 
vacancy,  or  otherwise, 

XL  Amount  of  Contributions  from  Stations. 
(See  Public  Accounts), 

XIL  Donations     to    Widows     of     Ministers. 
(See  Public  Accounts), 

Xiil.  Amount  paid  to  Widows'  and  Orphans' 
Fund  for  Vacant  Charges,  • 

£16,862  14    6     £14,990    8    I 


8,186 

12 

11 

6,969  18  3 

671 

4 

6 

499  4  11 

836 

10 

9 

643  7  11 

1,141 

5 

6 

1,158  5    6 

149 

6 

6 

87  0  8 

26 

9 

6 

98 

4 

5 

448  4  10 

2,182 

2 

3 

2,402  15  5 

1,200 

0 

0 

675  0  0 

203 

0 

0 

168  0  0 

I. 


8U8TENTATI0M  FUND  COMMITTEE. 


No.  IL 


Ck>irrBiBTrnoN8  from  Txbritorial  and  Church  Extenston 

Chargb8>  1876.76. 


COHORBOATlOin. 


1. 

2. 
3. 
4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 
10. 
11. 
12. 
13. 
14. 
15. 
16. 
17. 
18. 
19. 
20. 
21. 
22. 
23. 
24. 
26. 
26. 
27. 

28. 

29. 

30. 

31. 

32. 

33. 

34. 

35. 

36. 

37. 

38. 

39. 

40. 

41. 

42. 

43. 

44. 

45. 

46. 

47. 

48. 

49. 


Aberdeen,  Fcrryhill, 
QpeTfiriara*, 
BatLerford, 


II 
11 


Djoe, 

Durrifl, 

Toiry,  •        • 

Alfora, 

Peterhead,  Territorial, 

Dumbarton,  North  Church, 

Garelcxshead, 

Strathblane,         • 

Conock, 

Dalton, 

Dondee,  Bonnethill, 

Monifieth,  South, 

Culrosa, 

Ardrishaig, .        • 

South  Kingarth,  . 

Sandbank,   . 

IxmgformaeuB,     • 

Edinbuigh,  Cowgatehead, 
„  Fountainbridge, 

„         Moray,      . 

Slains,      ^  • 

Portknockie, 

Campsie, 

Glasgow,  Augustine,  and 
Paisley  Road, 
Cowcaddens,  • 
Cunningham, 
CandlisD  Memorial, 
Denoistoun, . 
London  Road, 
Rose  St.  Territorial 
Sighthill, 


II 
11 
II 
II 
It 
II 


II 
ToUcross,     .        • 
Govan,  Gaelic,    . 

„     St.  Maiy  B|       • 
Wbiteinch, .        •        • 
Greenock,  Mountpark, 
Bellshill,     . 
Greengairs, 

Wishaw,      .        .        • 
luYemess,  Queen  Street, 
„         West  Church, 
Saltcoats,  (Gaelic, 
Bowmore,    •        . 
Portnahaven, 
Hawick.  West  Port, 
Cowdenbeath,     . 

Cany  forward, 


ContribationSy 
1876-76. 


£224 

150 

142 

153 

50 

71 

91 

101 

212 

167 

117 

140 

80 

127 

123 

111 

61 

100 

119 

90 

67 

102 

119 

80 

80 

120 


0 
0 
2 

4 
7 


17 
0 
0 
0 

14 
0 
0 
5 
5 

13 

15 


0 
0 


8 
0 
0 
2 
0 


14  6 

17  6 
12  9 

18  1 
9  6 

16  0 


0 
0 
0 
8 
2 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
1 


6  9 
0  0 


0 
0 


138  3  1 


155  0 
100  0 
104  1 
174  0 

100  0 

101  11 
136  19 
140  0 

150  0  0 
260  5  8 

102  14 

151  16 
100  7  10 
100  4  0 
135  8 
100  0 
121  18  8 

97     0    0 
79  17 
85    3 
110    0 
63    2 


0 
0 
8 
1 
0 
1 
5 
0 


9 
9 


0 
0 


1 
8 
0 
5 


Excess  above 
Equal  Dividend. 


£67     0    8 


55  18     1 
0    9    6 


17    0    1 


103    6    8 


£5793  12    7        £243  14    0 


Amount  nay&bls 
to  Ministers. 


£157 

150 

142 

153 

60 

71 

91 

101 

157 

157 

117 

140 

80 

127 

123 

111 

61 

100 

119 

90 

57 

102 

119 

80 

80 

120 


0 
0 
2 

4 
7 


0 
0 
0 
2 
0 


14  6 
17  6 
12  9 


0 

0 

16 

17 

0 


0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


0  0 
0  3 


14 
0 
0 
5 
5 
13 
15 


2 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
1 


6  9 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 


138  3  1 


155  0 
100  0 
104 
157 
100 


1 
0 
0 


0 
0 
8 
0 
0 

101  11  1 
136  19  5 
140  0  0 

150  0  0 
167  0  0 

102  14  9 

151  16  9 
100  7  10 


0 
0 


100  4 
135  8 
100  0  0 
121  18  8 

97  0 

79  17 

85  3 
110  0 

68  2 


0 
1 
8 
0 
5 


£5549  18  7 
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I. 


CONORSOATIONB. 


Brought  forward, 
50.  LasBodie, 
61.  Kilcalmoiiell, 
52.  Croesford,    . 
68.  Forth  and  Wilsontown, 

64.  Crofthead,    . 

65.  West  Calder, 

66.  Coigach, 

57.  Glenihiel,    . 

58.  Kirkmichael, 

59.  Ardow,  etc., 

60.  ArdnamurchaDy 

61.  Holm, 

62.  Neiliton,      . 

63.  Marykirk,  Stirling 

64.  AUnaharra, 

65.  Aacbterlesa, 

66.  Port  l^Uiam, 

67.  Trinity,  Leith, 
Dnnoon,  Gaelic, 
Glasgow,  Angnstioe, 

Fairhaim  Chnrch, 
North  Woodside, 
PoUokahielda, 


ft 
If 


If 


Add  ContribntioDB  frqin  Charees 
where  Ministers  have  been  setUed 
during  the  Tear.  (See  Appen- 
dix No.  ni.),    .        •        •        . 

Total, 


ContribatloiiB, 
1876-76. 


£5793 

90 

152 

112 

121 

91 

92 

105 

80 

107 

105 

109 

101 

127 

100 

80 

101 

89 


12 
0 
3 
0 

44 


7 

0 
6 
1 
0 


0  0 
3  0 


0 

0 

10 


0 
0 
2 


12  8 
6  6 


1 
8 
0 
0 
13 
19 


20  0 
29  8 


76 

15 

100 


0 
1 

7 


6 
0 
0 
0 
1 
4 

0 
0 

4 
7 
6 


£7800  0  9 


666  10  9 


EzcesB  above 
Eqtuil  Diyfdend. 


£8456  11  6 


£243  14  0 


2  6  4 
6  11  2 


17  7  1 


£269  18  7 


Amoant  payable 
toMinlaten. 


£6649 

90 

152 

112 

121 

91 

92 

106 

80 

107 

106 

109 

101 

127 

100 

80 

101 

89 


18 
0 
3 
0 

14 
0 
3 
0 
0 


7 
0 
6 
1 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


10    2 

12    8 

6    6 


1 

8 

0 

0 

13 

19 


6 
0 
0 
0 
1 
4 


17  13  8 
22  16  10 
75  0  4 
15  1  7 
83    0    4 


£7630    2    2 


£269  18    7 


666  10    9 


£8186  13  11 


No.  HL 

MtRi8TES8  admitted  to  Chvbch  Extensioit  Chargies  dttring  the  year  1875-76, 

with  amount  dne  at  Whitsunday  1876. 


Name. 

eongregation. 

Date  of  Ordination 
or  Induction. 

Amount  pay- 
able at  I6th 
lfayl876u 

1.  James  Brodie,  .        . 

2.  John  White,      .        . 

3.  Robert  Murdoch, 

4.  T.  M.  B.  Paterson,    . 
6.  A.  D.  Donaldson, 

6.  Wm.M'Ghie,   . 

7.  Wm.  M'Bobbie, 

8.  A.  G.  Henderson, 

9.  Donald  Macfiu'lane,  • 

OrmistoD, 

Baillieston,       .        • 
Blochaim,  Glasgow, . 
Bumbank,        • 
Galatown, 
BackhaTCD, 
New  Aberdour,  '     . 
HarthiU,  . 
8trathconnon,  . 

5th  Aug.  1876. 
12th  Aug.     „ 
19th  Aug.     „ 
19th  Aug.     „ 
23d  Sept.       ,, 
29th  Oct.       „ 

9th  Dec.      „ 
16th  Dec.      „ 

6th  Jan.  1876. 

£90    0    7 
76    0    6 
76  18  10 

116  13    7 
68    0    0 
64    0    0 
20    0    0 
96    7    3 
62  10    0 

£666  10    9 

I. 
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No.  IV. 

CoKOBSOATioirs  specially  arranged  with. 


NameoflCfaiiiter. 

Congregation. 

Contributions, 
1875-76. 

Allowance 
from  Fond. 

Amotint 
payable  to 
Hlniater. 

1.  James  Cooper,     . 

Ellsridgehill,   . 

£72  18 

8 

£80 

0    0 

£152  18    8 

2.  D.  M.  Connell,     . 

Fortingal, 

62  10 

0 

80 

0    0 

142  10    0 

3.  R.  I.  GiinD, 

Keiss, 

60    2 

3 

80 

0    0 

140    2    3 

4.  Wm.  Lorimer,     . 

Glencaple, 

80    0 

0 

77 

0    0 

157     0    0 

5.  John  Clark, 

Minard,  . 

62     0 

0 

80 

0    0 

142     0    0 

6.  James  Dewar, 

Cockbnmspath, 

64  16 

0 

80 

0    0 

144  16    0 

7.  Alex.  Martin, 

Danrossness,    • 

21     0 

0 

40 

0    0 

61     0    0 

8.  J.  J.  Smith, 

Cellar,     . 

27     2 

7 

40 

0    0 

67     2    7 

9.  Alex.  Macdonald, 

Weisdale, 

27     6 

6 

40 

0    0 

67     6    6 

10.  C.  &  Murray,      . 

Yell.        .        . 

86  10 

4 

80 

0    0 

116  10    4 

11. 

Stennes,  . 

30    0 

0 

30 

0    0 

60    0    0 

£544    6 

4 

£707 

0    0 

£1251    6    4 

No.  V. 

MiKiafTKBfl  admitted  during  the  year  1875-76  to  Congregations  specially 

arranged  with. 


Name  of  Minister. 

Congregation. 

Date  of 
Ordination. 

Contribn- 

tionSp 

1876-7fl. 

Allowance 

fh)in 

Fund. 

Amount 

payable  to 

Minister. 

1.  B.  Sanders, 

2.  Geo.  Clark, 
a.  Jas.  Calder, 

Livingstone,  • 
Conningsbnrgh, 
Saline,    • 

July  8,  1875. 
Sep.  16.    „ 
April  6. 1876. 

£87  17     0 
25  13    6 
13    7    8 

£68    8    4 

52  16    5 

8  11     0 

£156    0    4 
78    9  11 
21  18    8 

£126  18    2 

£129  10    9 

£256   8  11 

No.  VL 
MiNiBTXR  not  on  the  Flatjtobm  who  died  during  the  year. 


Name. 


LateCbaxga 


Date  of  Death. 


Amotint  pay- 

able  at  date 

of  Death. 


1.  James  M'CleUan,  • 


Harthill,  . 


28th  August  1875,   . 


£26    9    6 
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I. 


No.  vn. 

Ministers  not  on  the  Platform,  who  resigned  their  Charge!  during  the  year. 


Name. 

lAteChaigei 

Data  of  Bflsignation. 

AxnoQnt  pay- 
able at  Date 
of  Reaignatiou. 

1.  Angos  M'lvor,     • 

2.  Archibald  Jollj,  . 

M'Donald      Ghnrcb, 

Glasgow. 
Walls,      .        .        . 

> 

14th  Dec  1876, 
20th  March  1876,     . 

£64  12    0 
94  14    6 

£149    6    6 

No.  vm. 

MiNiSTJUU  retired  or  invalided  drawing  Partial  Stipend  or  other 

Allowances, 


Name  of  Mtnister. 


1.  John  Thomson, 

2.  John  Allan,     • 
8.  James  Grant,  . 
4.  Alexander  Mackay,  LLJ), 
6.  William  Taylor, 

6.  Simon  Fraser, 

7.  James  Beattie, 

8.  George  Lewis, 

9.  Alexander  Peterson 

10.  David  Black,  . 

11.  Hngh  Martin,  D.D^ 

12.  John  Brace,  l).D., 

13.  John  Mackenzie, 

14.  C.  F.  Corbett, 
16.  Mardoch  Mackaj, 

16.  James  Mackinlaj, 

17.  S.  W.  Reid,     . 

18.  John  Fraser,   . 

19.  W.  K.  Mitchell, 

20.  James  Forbes, . 

21.  James  Cnllen, 

22.  John  M<Bae,  . 

23.  James  Bojd,    . 

24.  Alexander  Stark, 

25.  J.  Y.  Walker. 

26.  James  Tonng, 

27.  John  Wright, 

28.  Robert  Donald, 

29.  John  Montgomeiy, 
30*  Alexander  Camming, 


•I 


Former  Charge. 


Greyfriars',  Aberdeen, 
Union  Chnrch,  Aberdeen, 
Alrie,  etc.,  £26,  . 
Rhynie,       .        •  •      . 
Pulteneytown,  £48,  lOs., 
Fortrose,  £10,      . 
Balmallo,     .        . 
Ormiston,    • 
Danbkme,  £47,    . 
TiHiconltry,  £7,  . 
Greyfriars',  Edinburgh,  £46 
St.  Andrew's,  Edinburgh, 
Ratho, 

Hopeman,   •        . 
Foroyce, 

Wellpark,  Glasgow, 
Mairldrk,    • 
Gordon,  £60,       • 
Cluny,  £47, 
Do., 
Kelty, 

Carlowa^i    . 
Polmont,  £7, 
Closebum,  •        « 
Kinnoull  Street,  Perth 
Selkirk,  £36,      . 
East  OhuTxsh,  Alloa, 
Sheochan,   .        • 
Innerleithen, 
Victoria  Charch,  Glasgow, 


Allowance  from 
Fond. 


£130     0    0 
78  10    0 


60    0    0 


87    0    0 

60    0    0 


6  6    0 

7  17    6 
40    0 

117    0 

87    0 

107    0 


0 
0 
0 
0 


67    0 

110    0 

7  17 

0 
0 
6 

7"*0" 
100    0 

0 
0 

60*"o' 
67    0 
7    0 
4  14 

0 
0 
0 
6 

£1141   6    6 


NoR.— The  ■ami  inserted  immediately  after  the  name  of  the  chaige,  and  not  carried  oot»  axe 
portiona  of  the  Eqnal  Dividends  applicable  to  these  chMxgM,  and  are  taken  credit  for  nnder 
IIL,  page  4 


I. 
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Ko.  IX. — MmsTEsa  admitted  to  Full  Equal  Diyidbvo  Chabokb  during  the  year 
1875*76,  with  proportion  of  Stipend  due  to  each  at  15th  May  1876. 


Kame. 


1.  Allan  F.  Morraj,      » 

2.  Andrew  Thorn, . 

3.  John  Brechin,   . 

4.  D.  D.  Rohertaon, 

5.  A.  M'Gregor  Bose,    . 

6.  John  Scott, 

7.  David  Bametaon, 

8.  Geoi^  Wallace, 

9.  James  Wallace, 

10.  R.  B.  Macopeen, 

11.  Robert  M.  Boyd, 

12.  James  Barles,    .        • 

13.  Archibald  Russell,     . 

14.  John  D.  M*Kinnon,  . 

15.  Samuel  K.  KiTen, 

16.  John  Baird.       .        . 

17.  Murdoch  Maoqueen, . 

18.  J.  A.  Smith,      . 

19.  Roderick  M'Rae, 

20.  Hector  Adam,   . 

21.  Alexander  Wright,    • 

22.  Donald  Mowat, 

23.  D.  S.  Smith,      . 

24.  W.  B.  Alexander,      . 


, 

Proportion 
of  equal 

Congregation. 

Date  of  Ordination. 

Dividend. 

Torplncheny      • 
Tullibody, 

22d  June  1875, 

£140  13     1 

22d  July      M 

127  14    S 

Shandon,  • 

22d  July      „ 

127  15     0 

Old  Kilpatrick, 

9th  Sept.     „ 

106  13    6 

Erie  and  Rendall,     . 

9th  Sept.     „ 

106  13    6 

Houston, . 

17th  Sept   „ 

103    4    9 

Roslin,     • 

5th  Oct.       „ 

95    9  10 

Hamilton, 

14th  Oct.     „ 

91  12     4 

East  Oh.,  Alloa, 

19th  Nov.    „ 

47    0    9 

Knockando, 

1st  Dec.      „ 

70  19    6 

Glenbenrie, 

15th  Dec.    „ 

64  18    7 

Salton,  etc.,      . 

16th  Dec.    „ 

64  10    0 

Gourock,  • 

16th  Dec.    „ 

64  10    0 

Dumfries  Territorial, 

23d  Dec      „ 

61     9  10 

Bannockbum,  . 

23d  Dec.     „ 

61    9  10 

Raffbrd,    . 

6th  Jan.    1876, 

55    9    8 

Tarbert,   . 

13th  Jan.     „ 

52    9    6 

Oastleton, 

10th  Feb.    „ 

40    8    4 

Oarloway, 
Marykirk, 

23d  Feb.      „ 

84  17    4 

30th  March,, 

19  16    5 

Musselburgh,   . 

4th  April     „ 
20th  April  „ 

17  12    8 

Dunnet,    • 

10  15    0 

Langholm, 
Orathie,   . 

20th  April  „ 

10  15    0 

3d  May       „ 

5    3    2 

£1582    1    9 

No.  X — MiKlBTKBS  who  havo  died  d,uring  the  year  1875-76,  with  proportion 

of  Stipend  due  «t  Death. 


Name. 

Congregation. 

Date  of  Death. 

Amount  due  at 
date  of  Death. 

1.  James  Oameron, 

Glenbervie, 

24th  May  1875, 

2.  John  Macfarlane,  D.D., 

Dalkeith, . 

2d  June       „ 

£2     9    4 

3.  William  Amot, 

High  Ch.,  Edinburgh, 

3d  June       », 

9  17  10 

4.  Thomas  Findlay, 

West  Kilbride, 

13th  June   „ 

4  15    4 

5.  James  Gillies,    . 

Kilberry,  etc,  . 

6th  July      „ 

22    7     4 

6.  T.  M.  Oatts,      . 

Salton,     . 

5th  Aug.     „ 

35    5    5 

7.  John  Renton,     . 

Auchtermuchty, 

8th  Sept.     „ 

14    6    0 

8.  William  Wilson, 

Musselburgh,    . 

20th  Sept   „ 

55     1     2 

9.  John  Harper,     . 
10.  David  Sntherhind,     . 

Bothwell, 

17th  Oct.     „ 

21     4    5 

East  Ch.,  Inverness, 

18th  Oct.     „ 

67    2    0 

11.  Robert  Inglis,    . 

Ed2ell,     . 

19th  Jan.  1876, 

35  18    8 

12.  George  Burns,  D.D., . 

Corstorphine,    . 
Ardclach, 

5th  Feb.      „ 

43  14    6 

13.  HeuTT  M'Leod, 

14.  David  Oampbell, 

19th  Feb     „ 

88    7     1 

Dnnnet,    . 

26th  Feb.    „ 

123    0    4 

15.  Andrew  Peebles, 

CoUiston, ' 

12th  March,, 

129    9    5 

16.  John  Bain, 

17.  William  Hutcheson,  . 

Logiepert, 

20th  March  „ 

132  18    8 

Johnstone, 

25th  March  „ 

17    4     1 

18.  William  Macdonald,  . 

Ballachulish,    . 

13th  May    „ 

156    2    9 

909    3  11 

H 
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I. 


No.  XL — List  of  Collkaoves  and  Successobs  at  ISth.  May  1876,  exdnaiTe  of 
thoae  who  haTe  been  admitted  aa  CoUeaguea  during  the  year. 


1.  Andrew  M'Qaeen,  Aberdeen. 

2.  L.  C.  M.  Wedderbnrn,  Bladderty. 

3.  John  Fraaer,  Brechin. 

4.  John  M'Kerchar,  Avocb. 
6.  Charles  Falconer,  Fortrose. 

6.  John  Tainsh,  Strichen. 

7.  James  Kippen,  Arrochar. 

8.  James  Freer,  Dnmfries. 

9.  William  Roes,  LL.D.,  Bridge  of  Allan. 

10.  David  Somerrille,  Dandee. 

1 1.  Jas.  R  Brown,  Danfermline. 

12.  Wm.  Shearer,  Swinton. 

13.  James  Jolly,  Edinbnrgh. 

14.  Alex.  Cnsin,  Edinburgh. 

15.  B.  G.  Balfonr,  Edinburgh. 

16.  GaTin  Anderson,  Edinburgh. 

17.  Bobt.  McDonald,  D.D.,  North  Leith. 

18.  G(K>rge  Anderson,  St.  Cyrus. 

19.  William  Anderson,  Boyndie. 


20.  Alexander  Miller,  Buckie. 

21.  G.  L.  Campbell,  Glasgow. 

22.  G.  Q.  Cameron,  Glasgow. 

23.  John  F.  M^Gr^^,  Glasgow. 

24.  John  MTarlane,  Greenock. 

25.  Matt.  Beid,  Greenock. 

26.  Alexander  Ifaiahall,  Earkcudbright. 

27.  Alexander  Skene,  Tongland. 

28.  K.  Moody  Stuart,  MoffitU. 

29.  Alex.  Bannafyne,  Paisley. 

30.  A  K.  M'Murchy,  Scone. 

31.  J.  F.  Thomson,  Stanley. 

32.  John  Mitchell,  Lauder. 

33.  John  Bogen,  Delting. 
84.  William  Bruce,  Largo. 

35.  John  Jamiesoo,  Caimiyan. 

36.  James  Goiriot  Soibie. 

37.  Bobert  Gladstone,  Wigton. 


No.  XIL — ^MiNDTEBB  admitted  aa  CoDeagues  and  Sucoemm  daring  the  year 
1875-76,  with  proportion  of  DiTidend  due  to  each  at  15th  May  1876. 


Kama. 

DateofOnUnation. 

Ainoimtptj- 

able  at  I&th 

May  1870. 

1.  Lewis  Davidson, 

2.  Alex.  Cameron, 
8.  Wm.  Fleck,       . 

4.  John  Forgan,    . 

5.  C.  A.  Bannatyne, 

Bntherglen,    . 
Greenlaw, 
FairHe,  .        .        . 
Collen,   . 
Calter,    . 

16th  Sept.  1875, 
11th  Not.     „ 
12th  Not.     „ 

'9th  Dec.     „ 

4th  Jan.  1876,    . 

£64    0  11 
49    3    4 
48  18    0 
41  14    6 
34  16    4 

£238  18    1 

Ko.  Xin. — MnruTEBS  who  haye  obtained  CoLLBAonsB  during  the  year,  and  who 

are  under  special  arrangementa. 


Name. 


1.  James  Munro,     . 

2.  John  Fsirbairn,  . 
8.  John  Genmielly   • 

4.  John  MackaT,     • 

5.  James  Proudfoot, 


Gongregatioa. 


Batherglen, 
Greenlaw, 
Fairtie,     . 
Cullen,     . 
Calter,     . 


Date  of  Induction 
of  Golleagne. 


16th  Sept  1875, 
11th  Not. 
12th  Nov. 
9th  Dec.      „ 
4th  Jan.  1876, 


n 

II 


AmoQiit  doe  for 

year  to  15tli 

May  1876. 


£92  19  1 

107  16  8 

108  2  0 
115  6  6 
122    3  8 

£546    6  11 


I. 
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No.  XlV. — CoLLEAGUBS  who  htkYB  become  sole  Ministers  in  consequence  of  the 

death  daring  the  year  of  the  Senior  Minister. 


Name. 

Congregation. 

Date  of  Death 
of  Senior  Miniater. 

Amount  due  for 

Year  to  l&th  May 

187(J. 

1.  D.  D.  Bannerman,   . 

2.  William  Mackenzie, 

3.  WiUiam  Affleck,      . 

4.  Andrew  Doak, 

5.  Christopher  Smith,  . 

6.  James  Morrison,      • 

7.  Alex.  Macdonald,    . 

8.  Hngh  Mair,     . 

Dalkeith, 
West  Kilbride, 
Aochterroachtj 
Bothwell, 
Edzell,     . 
Corstorphine,   . 
Ardclaoh, 
Johnstone, 

•        • 

9              • 

2d  Jane  1875,   . 
13th  Jane  „ 
8th  Sept.    „       . 
17th  Oct.  „       . 
19th  Jan.  1876, 
5th  Feb.       „ 
19th  Feb.     „ 
25th  Mar.    „ 

£154  10    8 
152     4    8 
142  14    0 
135  15    4 
121     1     4 
113    5    6 
118  12  11 
189  15  11 

£1078    0    4 

No.  XV. — ^MnosTXBS  translated  from  Full  Equal  I>iYn>szn>  Chaboes  to 

Church  Extxnsion  Chabgsb. 


Date  of  Induc- 

Amoant due  aa 

Name. 

Former  Chaige. 

Present  Charge. 

tion  to 
Present  Chaiga 

Minister  of 
Former  Chaxge. 

1.  G.  Laorie, 

Dnmfries, 
Territorial. 

Fairbaim  Ch., 

Glasgow. 
PoUokahields 

6th  July  1875, 

£22    7     4 

2.  James  Wells, 

Barony     Ch., 

8d  Not.     „ 

73  19    8 

3.  D.  MacQregor,  • 

61s!m[ow. 
St.      Peter's, 

Ch.,  Glasgow. 

Aafi:astine  CL, 

Glasgow. 

2dd  Mar.  1876, 

134    3    2 

Dondee. 

4.  D.  B.  Kilpatrick, 

Lyon    Street, 

N.  Woodside, 

25th  Mar.  ,« 

135    1    2 

Glasgow. 

Glasgow. 

5.  Dancan  M'Nicol, 

Lochramm,     . 

Gaelic      Ch., 
Danoon. 

4th  April  „ 

139    6    4 

- 

£504  17    8 

No.  XVL — BixNTBTiBS  translated  from  Colligiati  Chabgib  to 
Full  Equal  Dividjhd  Chabgsb. 


Name. 

Former  Charge. 

Preeent  Charge. 

Date  of  iBdue- 

tion  to  Present 

Chaige. 

Amount  due  for 

year  to  15th 

May  1876. 

1.  David  Imrie, 

2.  Hector  Cameron, 

Ceres,    . 
Salfinnany 

St.  Andrew's, 
Danfermline. 
Lochsy 

20th  April  1876, 
20th  April    „ 

£111  16    4 
140    7    0 

£252    3    4 
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No.  XVII. 

Ministers  spedally  arranged  with  whose  Colleagues  have  been  Tranalated 

during  the  year. 


Name; 

GhaxgOL 

DatB  of  Translation 
of  Colleague. 

Amoont  dne  for 

year  to  16th  May 

1070. 

1.  John  Donaldson, 

2.  Joseph  Stark,  • 

Ceres,       .        •        • 
Kilfinnan, 

20th  April  1876, 
20th  April    „ 

£48  10    0 
17  17    6 

£66    7    6 

Na  XVIIL 

Ministers  who  have  resigned  or  have  been  loosed  from  their  Chabobs 

daring  the  year  1875-76. 


Name. 

Congregation. 

Date  of  Beaignatiou. 

Amount 
payable. 

1.  Robert  Thomson, 

Boslini     • 

15th  Jane  1875, 

* 

£13     18  = 

2.  James  H.  Collie, 

Mehille  Ch.,  Aberdeen, 

4th  Jaly-      „ 

21     4    0 

8.  Nea  8.  Ure, 

Castleton,         . 

27th  July      , 

81     8    0 

4.  Andrew  Brydie,  .        j 

St.  Andrew's,  Dun- | 
fermline,                 \ 

Ist  Angost  „ 

33  11    0 

5.  Bobert  Fraser,    • 

Knockando,      . 

22d  August  „ 

42  11    8 

6.  A.  C.  Fnllerton, . 

Qrantown, 

loth  Sept.    „ 

52  18    0 

7.  M.  Macdonald,    . 

Nairn, 

16th  Sept.    „ 

53  13    0 

8.  J.  Gordon  Gray, 

Marjkirk,         • 

19th  Sept    „ 

54  12    6 

9.  I.  M.  M'LancUan,       | 

High  Church,  Kil- ) 
mamock,       .        ( 

5th  Oct        „ 

61  10    2 

1 

10.  James  Beattie,    . 

Pitcaimgreen,  • 

2d  January  1876 

96  16    0 

11.  Alexander  MKinnon, 

Straihfillan,      . 

2d  Feby.      „ 

129  17  10 

12.  John  Leiper,       • 

Chapelton, 

28th  March  „ 

136    7    1 

£727  10  11 

I, 
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No.  XIX, 
Amoxtnt  returned  to  Vaoaitt  CoNORiOATioira  daring  the  jrear  1876-76. 

1.  Iiogienity 

2.  SlainaniiaD, 

3.  Torpliicheni 

4.  Tullibody, 
fi.  Old  Eilpatrick, 

6«  HoUBtODy  ■ 

7.  Roslin, 

8.  Alloft,  East  Gharcb, 

9.  Dumfries  Territorial, 

10.  Saline, 

11.  Perth,  Knox's, 

12.  Crathie, 

13.  Knockando»     • 

14.  SaltoD,  etc.,     • 

15.  Dnnfennline,  St.  Andrews, 

16.  Langbolm,       »  # 


£12  12 

0 

6  0 

0 

12  0 

0 

16  0 

0 

18  0 

0 

18  0 

0 

10  10 

0 

10  10 

0 

18  0 

0 

12  0 

0 

9  0 

0 

10  0 

0 

10  10 

0 

13  0 

0 

18  0 

0 

18  0 

0 

£211    2    0 


No.  XX. 


CoNTBiBunoNB  from  Chttbcr  Eztinsioh  Chaboeb  dnring  Vaoancies 

or  otherwiM. 


1.  Bnmbaok,  Hamilton,  . 

2.  Conningsbnrgh,  • 
8«  St.  Monance,  •            , 


£68  7  1 
18  8  10 
16    8    6 


£98    4    5 


IS 
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n. — ^Nttmbxb  of  Ck>NOBSOATioiiB  which  have'^oontrilmted  £100  and  opwaids  to  the 
SoBtentation  Fand  for  Ten  Yean  prior  to  Whitaonday,  or  Ifith  May  1876. 


Name  of  PaiasmBT. 


1.  AberdeeD,  ••..• 

mm  A.D6noiir|   ••••••••••••••• 

3«  AbeniethT,    

4.  Abertaiff;  

5.  Alford,    

6.  Arbroatb,  

7.  Ancbteruder,    

8.  Ajrr,    

9.  Bigger  and  Peeblee, ... 

10.  Breadalbane, 

11.  BrecbiD 

12.  GeitbDeae, 

13.  Cbanonry, 

14.  Cooer,    

15.  l}elkeitb|   •-.•.••... m.... 
xo.  j^eery  ..................... 

17.  DiDgwell,  .........M*... 

18.  Domocb,   

19.  Dnmbarton .•• 

20.  Dumfries,  

21.  Dimbbuie, 

22.  Dandee, 

23.  Danfennline, 

24.  Dunkeld, 

25.  Donoon  and  Inverary, 

26.  Dunae  and  Cbimeide, 

27.  lidinbiiigby......*. 

28.  C3gin|...*. .>..•...••• 

29.  ElJoD, 

80.  Fordoun 

81.  Fordyoe, 

32.  FoHar, 

33.  Forret,   •••••.•••........• 

34.  QariocD, « 

35.  Glasgow,    

36.  Oreeaock,  ....k 

37.  Haddington  &  Dunbar, 

38.  HamiltoD,  ....;.. » 

39.  Inyeniees, 

40.  Irvine, 1... 

41.  Islar, ,. 

42.  Jedbnrgb, 

43.  Kelao,^ 

44.  Kincardine  O'NeO,   ... 

45.  KinroBSy 

46.  KJntyre, • 

47.  Kirkcaldy, 

48.  Kirkcndbrigfat, 

Cany  forward....... 


34 
6 
7 
6 
7 

13 

10 

23 

7 

10 

11 

17 

6 

11 

11 

13 

9 

10 

19 

14 

10 

26 

9 

10 

20 

9 

49 

9 

8 

10 

9 

8 

6 

10 
80 
16 
14 
23 
12 
25 
6 
9 

10 
13 
7 
11 
17 
8 


675 


17 


8 
5 
6 
2 
2 
6 
7 
2 
3 
6 
3 
6 
4 

10 
6 
5 

19 
4 
1 
« 
7 

40 
5 
4 
1 
2 
2 
2 
3 

46 

10 
6 

12 
6 

11 

... . 
8 
4 
1 
2 
3 

10 
2 


310 


5«5 


\ 


20 


1 
2 

10 
6 
6 
2 
2 
8 
7 
2 
4 
6 
4 
7 
4 

10 
5 
4 

19 
4 
1 
9 
7 

41 
6 
4 
2 
2 
2 
1 
5 

48 

10 
6 

13 
7 

10 

••• . 

4 

4 

1 

1 

3 
11 

3 


332 


si 
2« 


22 


1 
2 

10 
6 
6 
2 
2 
8 
6 
3 
3 
6 
4 
7 
4 
9 
6 
4 

18 
4 
1 
8 
7 

41 
6 
5 
1 
2 
2 
2 
4 

50 

10 
4 

12 
7 

10 

4 
5 
2 
2 

4 

10 

3 


333 


22 


10 
6 
6 
2 
2 
6 
6 
3 
8 
4 
4 
7 
4 

10 
5 
5 

19 
3 
1 
7 
7 

41 
5 
4 
2 
2 
2 
2 
4 

51 

10 
3 

13 
6 

12 

...» 
6 
5 
1 
2 
4 

10 
3 


331 


Oil 


28 
1 

... 
1 
1 

10 
6 
7 
2 
2 
6 
7 
3 
3 
5 
4 
6 
4 

U 
5 
5 

20 
4 
2 
8 
7 

42 
6 

4 

1 
2 
2 
2 

4 

54 

11 

3 

13 

6 

14 

•.« 

6 

5 

1 

1 

5 

10 

3 


347 


5« 


21 
1 


10 
6 
7 
3 
2 
6 
7 
3 
3 
5 
4 
7 
3 

12 
5 
5 

23 
6 
3 
9 
7 

42 
8 
5 
1 
2 
3 
2 
4 

57 

11 
4 

12 
6 

15 

... 
6 
5 
1 
1 
5 

11 
4 


365 


I* 


22 
1 
1 
1 

... 

10 
6 
8 
3 
2 
6 
7 
2 
3 
4 
4 
7 
3 

11 
6 
5 

24 
6 
3 
9 
6 

41 
7 
6 
1 
2 
3 
1 
4 

59 

11 
4 

13 
7 

17 

... 
6 
6 
1 
1 
5 

10 
3 


_  00  I    CO 

3r  5r 


367 


I- 


24 
1 
1 
1 

... 

11 
6 
9 
5 
2 
7 

11 
2 
3 
4 
6 
6 
4 

12 
8 
4 

24 
6 
3 
9 
7 

43 
8 
6 
2 
2 
5 
2 
5 

59 

13 
4 

15 
8 

22 
2 
6 
6 
1 
2 
3 

11 
4 


404 


|i 


26 
1 
3 
2 

... 

11 
7 

10 
5 
8 
8 

10 
3 
4 
6 
6 
6 
4 

12 
8 
5 

23 
6 
4 

10 
7 

45 
8 
5 
2 
2 
5 
1 
5 

63 

13 
4 

17 
7 

20 


5.J 


26 
1 
2 
3 

11 
7 

10 
5 
2 
8 

11 
4 
4 
7 
7 
8 
3 

13 
7 
6 

24 
4 
4 

12 
7 

45 
8 
5 
1 
5 
6 
1 
5 

69 

13 
4 

20 
7 

20 


6 

6 

6 

6 

1 

1 

2 

2 

4 

5 

12 

12 

4 

4 

423 


441 


I. 


SU8TENTATI0N  FUND  COMMITTEE. 


21 


Namb  of  Pbesbttkrt. 


49. 
50. 
51. 
52. 
53. 
54. 
55. 
56, 
57. 

do. 

59. 

60. 

61. 

62. 

63. 

64. 

65. 

66. 

67. 

68. 

69. 
I  70. 
I  71. 

72. 


Brongbt  forward,. 

Lanark,  

Lewis,    

Linlithgow,    

LochcarroD,   

Lockerbie, 

Lorn, 

Meigle,  , 

Mnll, 

Nairn, , 

Orkney, , 

Paisley,  , 

Penpont,    , 

Perth, 

Selkirk, , 

Shetland,    

Skye  and  Uist,  ..., 

St.  Andrews, < 

Stirling, , 

Stranraer,  

Strathbogie,  

Tain 

Toogae, , 

Tnmff,  

Wigton,      


675 

8 

8 

17 

11 

11 

7 

10 

7 

6 

15 

16 

5 

17 

10 

9 

13 

10 

14 

10 

10 

10 

8 

9 

5 


810 
5 
3 
6 
S 
6 
1 
5 

1 
1 

11 
3 

8 

4 
•*• 
4 
5 
9 
5 
3 


4 
2 


Totals,. 


983 


5«5 '5fl:  3^ la  . 

S« 'Si   Sfc'SS 


332  |333 
5  6 
2'1 
5 


403 


3 
6 
1 
5 

•  a  • 

1 

3 
11 

3 
10 

4 
••• 
3 
6 
8 
5 
4 


••• 
4 
2 


2 
7 
1 
6 
2 
6 


2 

12 

3 

9 

4 


6 

10 

5 

4 
6 

... 
4 
2 


331 
6 
1 
7 
2 
6 
2 
6 

•  •• 

2 

1 

12 

3 

8 

4 
*•• 
2 
6 
9 
5 
4 
6 
••* 
4 
2 


428 


434 


347 
7 
1 
8 
3 
6 
2 
6 


1 

11 
3 
8 

4 

■  •• 

I 
6 

10 
5 

4 


429 


6 

I*. 
3 
2 


^00 


s 

i 


& 

s 


365 
7 
2 
9 
2 
6 
2 
6 


2 

11 

3 

8 
5 

..  • 
2 
6 
9 
5 
4 


3 
2 


446 


367 
7 
2 
9 
8 
6 
2 
5 

2 

1 

11 

3 

7 
5 

... 
1 
6 
9 
5 
4 


3 
2 


465 


5^ 


404 

8 
3 
8 
3 
8 
2 
6 

•*. 
3 
1 

13 
3 
8 
5 

*•* 
3 
7 

11 
6 
4 
5 

4 
2 


S 


423 
7 
2 

10 
3 
8 
1 
6 

•  •• 

3 
8 

13 
3 
9 
5 

.•. 
2 
7 

11 
6 
5 
6 

■•• 
4 
2 


466 


617 


'I 

5h 


441 
8 
2 

10 
2 
9 
1 
6 
2 
4 
4 

16 
8 
9 
6 

... 
2 
7 

11 
6 
6 
6 

•«. 
6 
2 


639 


666 


Abe&— The  first  colnmn  indicates  the  number  of  Charges  as  at  15th  May  1876. 


No.  I.-B 


<^^nnal  ^ttgt^tttatt0n  JFunir. 


SURPLUS    FUND. 


LIST    OF    CONGREGATIONS 

Which  haye  Coktbibuted  at  the  Rate  of  10s.  and  upwardS)  and  at  the  rate 
of  78.  6d.  and  under  lOs.,  per  Member,  respectively,  for  the  year  to  15th 
May  1876. 


ABERDEEN. 


GongngatUnui  contrilmtliig  at  the  rate  of 
108.  and  upnirardB  per  Hember. 

1.  Aberdeen,  East,     .    J.  Selkirk. 

2.  „  Gkllowgate,  J.  Goodall. 

3.  „  Soath,  .    J.  M.  Sloan. 

1        „         Trinity,     W.  H.  Gualter. 

5.  „  West,   •    J.  Laidlaw. 

6.  BanchoTy  DoTenick,   D.  F.  Arthur. 


7.  Belhelyie, 

8.  Bkckhnm, 

9.  Colts,  .     . 

10.  Kingswells, 

11.  Old  Machar, 

12.  Rathrieston, 

13.  Skene,      • 


Jas.  Johnstone. 
Jas.  Macdonald. 
Wm.  Andetson. 
Alex.  Clark. 
Thos.  Gardiner. 
R.  Semple. 
J.  M.  Mackintosh. 


CongregationB  oontrlbntliiir  At  the  rate  of 
7a  64L  and  under  lOs.  per  Hember. 

1.  Aberdeen,  Bon  Accord,  Alex.  Leslie. 

2.  „  Gaelic.    .    G.  M'Donald. 

3.  „  HighCh.,    H.W.Bell. 

4.  „  North,     .    G.  D.  Low. 

5.  Newhills,     .    .    .    •    J.  E.  Craven. 

6.  Peterculter,     ...    J.  Dalgarno. 


14.  Aberlonr,.  • 

15.  Bohann,  .  • 

16.  InTeravon,  . 

17.  Knockando,  . 

18.  Mortlach,  . 


James  Scott. 
William  Morrison. 
D.  Robertson. 
R.  R.  Macqneen. 
W.  R.  NicoL 


ABERLOUR. 

7.  Rothes, 


.    A,  Mac  Watt. 


19.  Abemethy,   • 

20.  Alrie,  etc.,    . 

21.  Kirkmichael, 

22.  Laggan,  .    . 


.  •  W.Ross. 

.  .  N.  Macdonald. 

•  .  J.  Macqneen. 

•  .  Dngald  Shaw. 


ABERNETHY. 

8.  Kingnssie,   . 


.    N.  Dewar. 


ABERTARFF. 


23.  Ballachnlish,  . 

24.  Fort- Augustus, . 

25.  Fort-Wffliam,  . 

26.  Glenurquhart,  . 

27.  Kilmalie, .     .  .    •    M.  Mackenzie. 

28.  Kilmoniraig,  .    .    D.  Sutherland. 

1-B 


A.  M'Coll. 
Charles  Stewart. ' 
A.  M'Rae. 


ALFORD. 


Oongregatloiui  contributing  at  the  rate  of 
108.  and  upwards  per  Member. 


29*  Auchindoir, . 

30.  Keig,  etc.,  • 

31.  Kixmethmont, 

32.  Rhynie,  .     . 

33.  Slrathdon,  . 

34.  Towie,  etc., 


H.  Nicol. 

W.  P.  Smith,  D.D. 

J.  Coutts. 

T.  Bruce. 

J.  M.  SbirrefiGs. 


CongregationB  oontillmtlng  at  tbe  rate  of 
7a  6d.  and  under  10a  per  Member. 


ARBROATH. 


35.  Arbirlot.  .... 

36.  Arbroath,  High  St., 

37.  „        Knox's,  • 

38.  Barry,      .    . 

39.  CarmyUie,    • 

40.  Carnoustie,   . 

41.  Friockbeim, 

42.  Inverkeillor, 

43.  Fanbride, 


R  S.  Thomson. 

Frank  Mudie. 

J.  P.  Lilley. 

R.  D.  F.  Sahnond. 

J.  Keith. 

A«  Comrie. 

B.  Bell. 

W.  Masterton. 

Jas.  Innes. 


9.  Arbroath,  East,    .    J.  Robertson. 

10.  „    Inverbrothook,  D.  Crichton,  LLD. 

11.  „    Lady  loan,    .    J.  Chalmers. 


AUCHTERARDER. 


44.  Aberathven, . 

45.  Auchterarder, 

46.  Ardoch,    •    • 

47.  Blackford,     . 

48.  Comrie,    .    • 

49.  Madderty,     . 

50.  Monzie,    .    . 

51.  Muthil,    .    . 


J.  Macdonald. 
W.  E.  W.  Brown. 
W.  Milne. 
Andrew  Donald. 
J.  Carment. 
T.  Ghin. 

L.  C.  M.  Wedderbum. 
J.  R.  Omond. 
J.  A.  Fletcher. 


12.  Crieff,    . 

13.  Donning, 


A.  Henderson. 
D  MaoUreO. 


AYR. 


52.  Avr, W.  Grant. 

53.  Wallacetown,    •    .  A.  Rowand. 

54.  Ballantrae,   •    •    •  J.  Porteous. 

55.  Barr, J.  Ferguson. 

56.  Barrhill,       ...  J.  Nixon. 

57.  ColmoneU,    •    •    .  D.  Davie. 

58.  Crossbill,      ...  J.  M'Lennan. 

59.  Dailly,     ....  P.  Richardson. 

60.  Dalmellington, .    •  £.  Hayman. 

61.  Dalrymple,  •    .    .  James  Clark. 

62.  Dnndonald,  .    .    .  Wm.  Ross. 

63.  Ginran,    .    .    .    .  G.  Webster. 

64.  Kirkoswald,  .    .    .  R.  H.  Arbuckle. 

65.  Maybole, ....  J.  Moir. 

66.  Monkton,      ...  A.  Stirling. 

67.  Old  Cumnock,  .    .  A.  Adamson. 

68.  Ochiltree,      .    •    •  James  M'Donald. 

69.  Stair, N.  Liyingston. 

70.  Symington,  •    •    •  D.  S.  Hamilton. 

71.  Tarbolton,     .    .    .  William  Toung. 

72.  Troon,     ....  A.  H.  Cowan. 


14.  Newton-on-Avr,  .    J.  Miller. 

15.  New  Cumnock,    .    G.  Anderson. 


BIGOAB  AND  PEBBLES. 


Ooogrosiitloiui  eontrlbutlBig  at  tlie  rate  of 
10a  and  upwards  per  Hember. 


73.  BrooghtoD, . 

74.  Calter,   .    . 

75.  Innerleithen, 

76.  Kirknrd,      . 

77.  Peebles, 

78.  Skirling,     . 


W.  Welflh. 
J.  ProudfooL 
C.  A.  Bannatyne. 
C.  D.  Ka^. 
J.  B.  Caird. 
H.  Carmichael. 
L  Barrett. 


CongTegatlonB  eontrllmtliiir  At  the  rate  of 
78.  6d.  and  under  XOb.  per  Hember. 


f»  • 


79.  Abdifeld^, 

80.  Ardeonaig, . 

81.  Kenmore, 

82.  Killin,    . 

83.  liogierait, 

84.  Tammelbridge, 


BREADALBANE. 


D.  K  Clarke. 
J.  M'Callnm. 
Allan  Sinclair. 
A.  Stewart 
D.  B.  C.  M*Lagan. 
M.  Gorbett. 


BRECHIN. 


86.  Brechin,  East,     .     D.  Roae. 

ftc  ixr^4        J  A.  L.  R.  Foote,  D.D. 

86.  „       West,     .  I  John  Eraser. 

87.  Lochlee,     ...    A.  M'Uwraitb. 

88.  Logiepert,  • 

89.  MarytoD,     . 

90.  Menmuir, 


W.  M.  Falconer. 
G.  Monrob 


91.  Montrose,  St.  John's,  W.  Nixon. 


16.  Montrose,  St.Paar8,  G.  S.  Sutherland. 


CAlTHNESa 


92.  Thnrso,  West,     .    David  Bum. 


17.  Paltenejtown, 

18.  Thnrso— First, 


G.  Stevenson. 
W.  B.  Taylor. 


93.  Ayoch,  .     . 

94.  Cromarty,  . 

95.  Fortrose,    . 


CHANONBY. 


J.  M'Kerehar. 
J.  B.  Elder. 
A.  Brown. 
C.  Falconer. 


CUPAB. 


96.  Abdie,  etc  ,  . 

97.  Aachtermnchty, 

98.  Ceres,    .    .  • 

90.  CoUessie,    .  . 

00.  Cupar,    .    .  . 

01.  Dairde,.    .  . 

02.  Falkland,    .  . 

03.  Flisk,  etc, .  . 

04.  Kettle,  etc,  . 

05.  liogie,  etc.,  . 

06.  Monimail,  .  , 


{ 


J.  Marray. 
Wm.  Affleck. 
J.  Donaldson. 

H.B08S.* 
J.  Laird. 
J.  Marray. 
A.  Mackensie. 
J.  W.  Taylor. 
A.  Maxwell. 
G.  B.  Sommerrille. 
J.  Brodie. 


DALKEITH. 


ConsregatLonB  oontrllmtlzig  at  tbe  rate  of 
108.  and  upwards  per  Hember. 


107.  Carlops,  . 

108.  Cockeozie, 

109.  Cockpen, 

110.  Dalkeith, 

111.  Musselburgh, 

112.  Penicuik, 

113.  Roslio,    . 

114.  Stobhill, 

115.  Temple, . 


W.  W.  Aitken. 
J.  Kilgour. 
J.  Hamilton. 
D.  D.  Bannerman. 
Alex.  Wright. 
H.  A.  Stewart. 
D.  Bametson. 
A.  G.  Macalpine. 
J.  Duncan. 


Congregatloiii  eontributiiiir  a*  tlM  rake  of 
7b.  6d.  and  under  10a  per  HemtaL 

19.  Loanhead,  .    •    .    A.  C.  Kaj. 


DEEB. 


116.  Clola,     .     . 

117.  Fraserburgh, 

118.  Longside,    . 

119.  New  Deer.  . 

120.  New  Pitsligo, 

121.  Old  Deer,   . 

122.  Pitsligo,      . 

123.  Bathen, .    . 

124.  Strichen,    . 

125.  St.  Fergus, 


G.  M'Crie. 
W.  Paterson. 
T.  L.  Wilson. 
A.  Gardner. 
R.  Taylor. 
A.  Urquhart 
J.  Murdoch. 
A.  Cobban. 
A.  Keith. 
J.  Tainsh. 
A.  liniL 


126.  Dingwall,    . 

127.  Fodderty,    . 

128.  Kilteam,    . 

129.  Maryburgh, 


DINGWALL. 


J.  Kennedy,  D.D. 
W.  S.  M'DougalL 
D.  Matheson. 
C.  G.  Mackay. 


20.  Alneas,   .     . 

21.  Kilmorack,  . 

22.  Urqnhart,    . 


A.  B.  Mnnro. 
A.  D.  Mackennt. 
M.  M'Giegor. 


130.  Criech,  . 


G.Aird. 


DORNOCH. 

I    23.  Hebnsdale, . 


.    A.  Muichison. 


DUMBARTON. 


131.  Alexandria, 

132.  Arrochar,  . 

133.  Baldemock, 

134.  Bonhill,     . 

135.  CardrosB,  . 

136.  Dumbarton, 

137.  Duntocher, 


.    W.  Sutherland. 

f  CoUn  Mackenzie. 
*  (  Jas.  Kippen. 
•'    William  Young. 
.    J.  Tully. 
.    T,  Crerar. 
.    J.  Tait. 

W.  Alexander. 


138.  Helensburgh,  Park,  W.  H.  Carskw. 

139.  „  West,  A.  Anderson. 

140.  Killeam,  ...    J.  Fiddes. 

141.  Luss,    .    .    .    .  •  N.  Stewart. 

142.  Old  Kilpatrtck,   .    D.  D.  Bobertsoo. 

143.  Benton,      •    .    . 

144.  Do.,       Gaelic, 

145.  Boseneaih,     •    . 

146.  Shandon,   .    •    . 


W.  M.  Dempster. 
Jas.  Dempster. 
J.  M'Ewan. 
J.  Brechin. 


DUMFRIES. 


Ooocrefatioiui  ooatrltrntliiir  At  tlie  nte  of 
10b.  and  upwards  per  Heml>dr. 


147.  Dalbeattie, 
143.  DomfrieB,  . 

149.  Dansoore, 

150.  Irongraj, 

151.  Kirkbean, 

152.  Kirkmahoe, 


.    .    ILWrieht. 

J  J.  J.  Wood,  D.D. 
*  I  James  Freer. 
.    .J.  Pollock. 
.    .    A.  GrierBOiu 
.    .    B.  Gibson. 
,    .    W.  Andson. 

153.  Kirkpatrick-DorhaiD,  J.  Gibson. 

154.  Locbend,  etc.,  •    •    W.  D.  Tbomaon. 

155.  Batbwell,   •     •    .    A.  Brown* 


CSongrogattoBs  oontillmtlng  at  tbA  rate  of 

7b.  6d.  and  under  XOb.  per  Hember. 
24.  Maxwellton,    .    .     .     D.  Pmres. 


156.  Balqnbidder,  .    .    E.  J.  Findlater. 

157.  Bridge  of  Allan.    |  ^Sil'^^u^D. 

158.  Backlyrie,     .    •    A.  W.  Morris. 


DUNBLANE. 

25.  Kilmadock, 


159.  Callander, 

160.  Dunblane, 

161.  Gartmore, 

162.  Kippen,    . 

163.  Norrieston, 

164.  Tiltieooltzy, 


A.  Bogle. 
J.  S.  Bowie. 
M.  Mliean. 
P.  T.  Moirhead. 
W.  Watt. 
J.  Brown. 


J.  A.  Anderson. 


DUNDEE. 


165.  Abernyte,  eta,    .    .    J.  Wilson. 

166.  Broagbty-Feny,  East,  J.  £.  Somerville. 

167.  „  West,  J.  Lyon. 

168.  Dundee,  Albert  8q.,  N.  Taylor. 


169. 
170. 
171. 

172. 


It 


173. 
174. 

175.  Liff, 

176.  Longforgan, 

177.  Mains,  .     . 

178.  Monifieth,  . 

179.  Monikie,     . 

180.  Tealing,     . 


Chapelsbade,  G.  Laing. 

M'Cheyne,  A.  H.  Beid. 

St.  David's,  J.  Dunlop. 

04   T«i»«»-  }  -A..  O.  Laird. 
8t.Johnsjj)  g^^^^jl,^ 

St.  Paul's,  W.  Wilson,  D.D. 
Willison,    T.  HilL 

W.  R  Moncnr. 

J.  Hunter. 

B.  Lorimer. 

£.  Cross. 

M.  M'Lityie. 

D.  Tomer. 


26.  Dandee,Cba]mer'BCh.9B.  Milligan. 

27.  „       Dudbope,         A.  Inglis. 

28.  „       Hilltown,         J.  Macpherson. 

29.  „       St.  Andrew's,  J.  Ewing. 

30.  „        St  Peter's, 

31.  „       Wallacetown,  J.  Skene. 
82.  „       Wellgate,        J.  Duke. 

33.  Locbee, T.  B.  Dodds. 


181.  Abeidonr,    •    .    .     T.  Ireland. 

182.  Dunfermline,  Abbey,  J.  M.  Shiacb. 

183.  TuUiallan,  ...     J.  W.  Laurie. 


DUNFEBMLTNE. 

34.  DunfermUne,  North,  j  f  l'^^^^ 
85.  Saline,    .... 


DUNKELD. 


184.  Cargill,  .    . 

185.  Banrelton,  . 

186.  Clonie,  .    . 

187.  Dalguise,    . 

188.  Dunkeld,     . 

189.  Kirkmicbaal, 
1&^.  Lethendy,  . 
191.  Moulin,      . 


G.  C.  Baxter. 

A.  8.  Bobertson. 

B.  M*Leod. 

A.  C.  Sutherland. 
D.  Macpherson. 
D.  D.  M'Isaac. 
A.  Gordon. 
J.  Stewart 


DUNOON  AND  INVERARY. 
CongregatlonB  contrlbutiiig  at  the  rate  of    CongregatlonB  oontrltrntlng  at  the  xate  of 


108.  and  upwards  per  Hemher. 

192.  DuDOon, .    .    •    .    R.  M'Morran. 
1 93    InDellaD,     . 
194.  Kilmartin,  . 


195.  KilmuD, 

196.  Kingarth,    . 

197.  North  Bute, 

198.  Rothesay,  Free,    , 

199.  „  Gaelic, 

200.  „  West,  . 

201.  Strachur,    .    .    . 


J.  Irving. 
A.  Stewart. 
D.  M'Kerchar. 
R.  Williamson. 
J.  T.  M*Lean. 
Joseph  Davidson. 
W.  Ross. 
R.  Elder,  D.D. 
W.  Lauder. 


7b.  6d.  and  under  XOe.  per  Hember. 

36.  Inveraiy,    .    •    •    R.  Rose. 

)  Joseph  Stark. 


37.  Kilfinnan, 


•{ 


38.  Lochgilphead,      .    W.  Fraser. 

39.  North  ^napidale, .    A.  Fei^^uson* 


202.  Allanton, 

203.  DuDse,    . 

204.  Eyemouth, 

205.  Greenlaw, 

206.  Houndwood 

207.  Langton, 

208.  Mordington, 

209.  Swinton, 


DUNSE  AND  CHIRN8IDE. 

.    D.  M'Lean.  i 

.    J.  Miller.  ' 

•  Alex.  Ogilvy. 

ij.  Fairhaim. 
A.  Cameron. 

•  A.  Spence. 

•  W.  Lo^an. 

•  A.  Christie. 

•  W.  Shearer. 


210.  Colinton,  etc., 

211.  Corstorphine,  •    . 

212.  Cramond,    .     .    . 
Edinburgh — 

213.  Barclay, .    .    . 

214.  Buccleuch,  .    . 

215.  Dean,     •    •    . 

216.  Grange,  .    •    . 

217.  Greyfriars', 

218.  High  Church,  . 

219.  Lady  Glenorchy 

220.  Momingside,    . 

221.  Newington, 

222.  New  North, 

223.  Pilrig,     .    .    . 

224.  Roseoam,     .*  . 

225.  Roxburgh,   .    . 

226.  St.  Andrew*8,  . 

227.  St.  Bernard's,  . 

228.  St.  Cuthbert*s, 

229.  St.  George's,    . 

230.  St.  John  8,  .     . 

231.  StLuke^s,  .    . 

232.  St.  Mary's,  .    . 

233.  St.  Stephen's,  . 

234.  Stockbridge,     . 

235.  Tolbooth,     .    . 

236.  Tron, 

237.  Leith— North, 

238.  Sooth, 

239.  Liberton, 

240.  Portobello, 
211.  Ratho,        .    . 


C.  McNeill. 
J.  Morrison. 
J.  Smith. 


.    .    . 


J.  H.  Wilson. 

R.  Gordon. 

T.  Brown. 

H.  Bonar,  D.D. 

A.  SmeUie. 

W.  C.  Smith,  D.D. 
(  G.  R.  Davidson. 
( A.  Cusio. 

T.  Addis. 

James  Begg,  D.D. 
J  C.  J.  Brown,  D.D. 
I  R.  G.  Balfour. 

J.  Calder  Macphail 

A.  G.  MacGilfivray. 

G.  Macaulay. 

R.  J.  Sandeman. 

W.  Fraser. 
(  Sir  H.  W.  Moncreiff, 
I     Bart.,  D.D. 
(  G.  Anderson. 

Alex.  Whyte. 

George  Philip. 

A.Moody  Staart,D.D. 

T.  Main. 

£.  A.  Thomson. 

A.  Rodger. 

A.  Mackenzie. 

J.  FleminjBf. 

iW.  Mac^nzie. 
R.  Macdonald,  D.D. 
D.  lliorbum. 
D.  K.  Guthrie. 
R.  H.  Ireland. 
H.  Watson. 


EDINBURGH. 

Edinbnrgh — 

40.  Holyrood,  .    .  W.  Balfonr. 

41.  M'Crie,      .    •  Robert  Phifipw 

42.  St.  Colnmba's,  T.  M'Lauchlan,  LLJ). 

43.  StPaors,.    .  A.  Ryrie. 

44.  St.  Peter's,     .  J.  Morgan. 

45.  Leith,  St.  John's,  J.  Kelman. 

46.  Newhaven,    .    .  J.  Fairbaim,  D.D. 


ELGIN. 


Oongregsttou  oontrlbiifeliig  at  tbe  rate  of 
108.  and  npwardi  per  Hember. 


242.  Aires,     .     . 

243.  Elgin,  South, 

244.  Garmonth,  . 

245.  Losnemoath, 

246.  Pliucarden, 

247.  Urquhart,   . 


D.  Colvin. 
W.  A.  Gray. 
J.  Allan. 
C.  ToIIoch. 
A.  Bobb. 
J.  MomBon. 


Congregatloiu  oontrilmtliig  at  the  rate  of 
7a  64L  and  under  10a  per  Hember. 

47.  Elgin,  High,    .    8.  R.  MacpbaiL 


48.  Hopeman, 


G.  Caflsie. 


248.  Foveran,     .    ,    .  J.  S.  Clark. 

249.  Methlic      ...  J.  Mennie. 

250.  New  Machar,  .    .  J.  E.  Dognid. 

251.  Udny,    ....  G.  Archibald. 


ELLON. 


49.  Cruden,     .    .    .    T.  Moir. 

50.  Ellon W.  FergiiBBon. 

51.  Old  Meldnim,   .    J.  Paterson. 


252.  Fordoan,     . 

253.  KinnefP, 

254.  Lanrenoekirk, 

255.  St.  Cjnw,  . 


.  J.  Philip. 
.  A.  Watt. 
•    D.  Simpson. 


•1^. 


A.  Keitb. 


Anderson. 


FOBDOUN. 


52.  Benholm, . 

53.  Fettercaim, 

54.  Stonehaven, 


J.  Roger. 
D.  Paton. 
W.  Dougall, 


FOEDYCE. 


256.  Buitt,     .    . 

257.  Boyndie,     . 

258.  Deskfoid,    . 

259.  OidiqnhiU,  . 


J.  W.  Geddie. 
I  B.  Traill,  LLJ>. 
\  W.  Anderson. 

W.  T.  Ker. 

G.  G.  McDonald. 


55.  Collen, 

56.  Enzie, 

57.  Portsoy, 


,  J.  Mackay. 
J.  Forgan. 
C.  W.  Barclay. 
W.  W.  Peyton. 


260.  AberlemnOy 

261.  Dnnnichen, 

262.  Memns,  •    . 


J.  D.  Msher. 
J.  Hood. 
P.  Edgar. 


FORFAB. 


58.  Forfar,  Ist  Church,  A.  Camming. 

59.  „      East,  .    .    R.  Ross. 

60.  Kirriemuir,  North,  J.  Thomson. 

61.  ..  Souths  W.  Livingstone. 


ti 


263.  Dallas,    . 

264.  Dyke,      , 

265.  Edinkillie, 

266.  Forres*  . 

267.  Kinloss, 


W.  Davidson. 
W.  Winter. 
A.  Anderson. 
A.  Robertson. 
J.  F.  Macara. 


FORBES. 

62.  Rafford, 


J.  Baird. 


268.  Blaiidafi; 

269.  Garioch, 

270.  Insch,    . 

271.  Kemnay, 

272.  Kintore, 

273.  Leslie,    . 

274.  Oyne,     . 


D.  KitchelL 
G.  Bain. 
W.  Elmslie. 
J.  Dymock. 
J.  Galloway. 
J.  Burnett. 
A.  Galloway. 


GABIOCH. 


63.  Culaalmond, 

64.  Inverurie,  . 


A.  B.  Bark  way. 
P.  W.  Minto. 
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GLASGOW. 


Congregatloiui  contrlbntlng  at  the  rate  of 
lOa  and  upwards  per  Member. 


275.  Bisbopbriggs, 

276.  Busby,    .     . 

277.  Cathcart,     . 

278.  CbTjBton,    . 

279.  CambernaaUl 
Glasgow — 

280.  ^dentoQ, 


281. 

282. 
283. 
284. 
285. 
286. 
287. 
288. 
289. 
290. 
291. 
202. 
293. 
294. 
295. 
296. 
257. 
298. 

299. 

300. 
301. 
302. 
303. 
304. 
305. 
306. 
307. 


.  J.  Fordyce. 

.  G.  Charles. 

.  W.  Keitb. 

.  T.  Macadam. 

.  D.  K.  M'Meikan. 

.  A.  N.  Somerville. 
)  A.  M'Dougall. 

•  J  G.  L.  Campbell. 
.  D.  Farqabar. 
.  G.  Beith. 
.  £.  Gordon. 
.  A.  A.  Bouar,  D.D. 
.  B.  Bremner. 
.  A.  UraubarL 
.  B.  C.  Smith. 
.  W.  B.  Taylor. 
.  B.  Gault 
.  J.  Girvan. 
.  H.  M*DongalL 
.  Wm.  Scott. 
.  M.  Dod8,D.D. 

•  J.  Isdale. 
.  B.  B.  Thom. 
.  A.  Melyille. 

St.  George's,    .  G.  W.  Thomson. 

St. John-...    .j^-.^.'^i'!-''- 

St.  Matthew's, .  S.  Miller,  D.D. 

St.Paurs,   .    .  Wm.  Jeffrey. 

St.  Peter's,  .    .  H.  McMillan,  D.D. 

James  Nicol. 


Argyll,    .    . 

Broomielaw, 
College,  .  • 
Duke  Street, 
FinniestoD,  . 
Gorbals, .  • 
Hope  Street, 
Knox's,  .  • 
Relvinside,  . 
Kingston,  • 
Maryhill,  . 
Milton,  .  . 
Queen's  Park, 
Bcnfield, .  . 
St.  Andrew's, 
St.  David's, . 
St.  Enoch's, 


St.  Stephen's, 

Tron,  .    .    . 

Union,     .    . 

Wellpark,    . 

West,    . 

808.  GoYan,  .    •    . 

309.  Hillhead,    .    . 

310.  Kilsyth, .    .    . 
Kirkintilloch — 

311.  St.  Andrew's, 

312.  St.  David's, 

313.  MiUerston,  ,    . 

314.  Partick— High, 

315.  Bntherglen,    . 


B.  Waterston. 

B.  M.  Thornton. 
J.  Hamilton. 

C.  A.  Mackensie. 
G.  D.  B.  Monro. 
B.  Black. 

A.  M.  BrowD* 
J.  Steel 
A.  Thomson. 
H.  Bremner. 
J.  Mnnro. 
L.  Dayidson. 


CongregatloiiB  oontrlbntliig  at  tbe  rate  of 
7b.  6d.  and  under  IDs.  per  Member. 

Glasgow — 

65.  firidgeton, .    .  A.  Wilson. 

66.  Camfachie,      .  J.  Findla^. 

67.  Chalmers', .    .  D.  Mackinnon. 

68.  Hotcbesontown,  A.  8.  Paterson,  D.D. 

69.  Kinning  Park,  A.  B.  Birkmyre. 

70.  Martyrs',    •    .  D.  Menzies. 

71.  St.  James',     .  J.  Johnston. 

72.  StockweU,       .  J.  McGregor. 

73.  Partick,      .    .  H.  Anderson. 


A.  Walker. 

B.  B.  Caldwell. 

!J.  Gemmell. 
W.  8.  Fleck. 
A.  Bnssell. 
M.  M'AskiU. 


316.  Cnmbrae,    .    . 

317.  Erskine,      .    . 

318.  FairHe,  .    •    . 

319.  Goorock,     .    . 

320.  „   Gaelic, 

m-G^enock-MlddlejJXS: 
322.         „   St.  Andrew's,  J.  J.  Bonar. 
823.         „   St.  Thomas's,  W.  Langbton. 

324.  „  West,  .    .    J.  Nelson,  D.D. 

325.  Inyerkip,    ...    P.  Douglas. 

326.  Largs,    .    .    .    .    C.  Watson. 


GBEENOCK. 

74.  Greenock — ^North,  D.  Boyd. 

75.  „  WeDpwk.  {iif^i, 

76.  Port-Glasgow,   .    Wm.  Bell 


HADDINGTON  AND  DUNBAR. 


Coagngatloiis  eoatrltmUjiff  at  tlie  xate  of   Ckmcngattoai  oontrltmtlng  at  tlie  xafce  of 


lOi.  and  upwards  por  Membtr. 

327.  DirletoD, .     .    .    J.  H.  Howiion. 
32^.  Donbar,  ...    J.  Dodcb. 
329.  Qarrald,  .     .    .    D.  A.  Beattie. 
330  Haddii^^n— St.  John's,  J.  Matth«w. 
831.  North  Berwick,     J.  Bhewan. 


7a  6d.  and  nndor  lOi.  per  Hember. 


332.  Prestonkirk, 

333.  PrestODpans, 

334.  SaltoD,     .     . 

335.  Tranent,      . 

336.  Yester,    .     . 


J.  Thomson. 

W.  B.  Conningham. 

James  Barles. 

J.  Paterson. 

A.  Thomson. 


HAMILTON. 


337.  Aixdrie— High,  R.  W.  Lawson. 

338.  „         West,  J.  A^Georve. 

339.  Blan^rre,     .     .  R.  M'Doniad. 

340.  BoihweU,      .    .  A.  Doak. 

341.  Cambnslang,     .  A.  0.  Johnston. 
3^12.  Cambusnethan,  P.  G.  Miller. 
343.  Chapelhall, 


344.  Chapelton,  «. 

345.  Dalziel,    .    . 

346.  East  Kilbride, 

347.  Hamilton,     . 

348.  Holytown,    . 

349.  Larkhall,      . 

350.  Shotts,    .    . 

351.  Stonebouse, . 

352.  Strathaven,  . 


H.  M.  M'Kensie. 

D.  Ogilm. 
R.  A.  MitchelL 
G.  Wallace. 
R.  M'Gregor. 
W.  Findlay. 
R.  Gilchrist. 
W.  K.  Hamilton. 
A.  Rankin. 


77.  Airdrie,  Broomknoll,  W.  Reid. 

78.  Coatbridge,       .    .    J.  Henderson. 


INVERNESS. 


358.  Dariot, 

354.  InTem 

355.  Petty, 


.    •    J.  Macqneen. 
High,  J.  J.  Bkck,  LL.D. 
.    .    A.  Campbell. 


79.  Dores,     .    . 

80.  KirkhiU,  .    . 

81.  Stratherrick, 


A.  Macpherson. 
A.  Fraaer. 
J.  M'Lean. 


356.  ArdroesaD, 

357.  Bcith,     . 

358.  Catrine,  . 

359.  DaliT,     . 

360.  Dnniop, 

361.  Fenwick, 

362.  FullertOD, 

363.  Qalston, 

364.  Hnriford, 
3€5.  Irrine,    . 

366.  Kifbirnie,    .         .    ^ , 

367.  Kilmarnock — Henderson,    D.  Lands- 

boroogh. 

368.  —High, 


J.  Stewart. 

H.HalL 

A.  C.  Gbrdon. 

A.  Steele. 

P.  M'Leish,  D.D. 

R.  C.  Craig. 

D.  Wilson. 

R.  M'Indoe. 

W.  Reid. 

R.  8.  Maoanlay. 

S.  Spenoe,  LllD. 


IRVINE. 

82.  Kilmarnock,  St.  Andrew's,     W.  Leitch. 


369.  Kilmanrs, 

370.  Kilwinning, 

371.  Londonn,    . 

372.  Manchline, 

373.  Mnirkirk,    . 

374.  Perceton,    . 

375.  Saltcoats,    . 

376.  Stevenston, 

377.  Stewarton, 

378.  West  Kilbride. 

I-B 


J.  MaxwelL 
W.  Pinkerton. 
A.  Noble. 
G.  Fairiey. 
R.  Noble. 
J.  Connell. 
D.  Scott. 
J.  Treadwell. 
J.  Clngston. 
W.  Mackenzie. 
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ISLAY. 


Congregattons  contrlbntlnir  at  t^e  rate  of 
lOs.  and  npwardB  per  Hember. 


379.  Kilcboman, . 
3S0.  Killarrow,   . 


J.  M'Millan. 
J.  Pearson. 


CSongregatlonB  oontrlbntlng  at  tlie  rate  of 
-     78. 6d.  and  under  lOa  per  Hember. 


38 1.  Ancnim,     .    • 

382.  Crailing,      .     . 

383.  Denholm,    .     . 

384.  Hawick,      .     . 

385.  „       St.  Andrew's,  D.  Stewart.. 

386.  Jedburgh,  •    .     .    J^Furves,  LL.D. 


JEDBURGH. 

H.  M.  Rattray. 
T.  8.  Anderson. 
J.  M'ClymoDt. 
M.  P.  Johnstone. 


387.  Wolflee, 


388.  Coldstream, 

389.  Eccles,    .    . 

390.  Kelso,     .    • 

391.  Makerstoune, 
892.  MorebatUe,. 

393.  Nenthom,   . 

394.  Sprooston,  . 

395.  Westrutherj 

396.  Yetholm,     . 


397.  Aboyne, 

398.  Ballater, 


W.  G.  Russell 


KELSO. 


R.  Paul. 

A.  Cunningham. 

J.  T.  Stuart. 

D.  Debbie. 

P.  C.  Purves. 

R.  Lang. 

A.  M.  Craig. 

J.  Izsset. 

A.  Macmillan. 


KINCARDINE  O'NEIL. 


A.  H.  Moir. 
D.  Campbell. 


399.  Banchory-Teman,   R.  Reid. 

400.  Braemar,    .    .    .    T.  Siddie. 

401.  Cluny,  ....    J.  Nicol. 

402.  Echt,    .    .    .    .    D.  Mackay. 

403.  Kincardine  O'Neil,  W.  Smith. 


404.  Midmar, 

405.  Tarland, 


406.  Fofisoway, . 

407.  Kinross,    . 

408.  Orwell,      . 

409.  Portmoak, 

410.  Strathmiglo, 


T.  Murray. 
J.  Smith. 


T.  Oillison. 
J.  Wright. 
A.  Mitchell. 
J.  Swinton. 
W.  Macara. 


83.  Lomphanan, .    .    Thos.  Stotbert 


KINROSa 


41 1.  Campbeltown,  Lochend,  H.  M'Neil. 


412.  Kilbride, 

413.  Killean, 

414.  Shiskan, 


415.  Dysart,     .    • 

416.  EastWemyss, 

417.  Kennoway, 

418.  Kioghom, 

419.  Kinglassioi 

420.  Kirkcaldy, 

421.  Abbotsball, 

422.  Dnnnikier, 

423.  Inrerteil,  . 

424.  LcTen,  .    . 

425.  Lochffellv, 

426.  Markinc(,. 


KINTYRE. 

84.  Kilmory,  . 

85.  Lochranza, 


H.  Munro. 


A.  Cameron. 
J.  M.  MTherson. 
A.  Nicol. 


KIRKCALDY. 
N.  L.  Walker.  i    86  Burntisland, 


G.  F.  Knight. 
D.  M.  Maodister. 
J.  H.  Ballingal. 
J.  Speirs. 
J.  Stalker. 
W.  Gibson. 
J.  Black. 
W.  Milne. 
D.  Fergusson. 
P.  Macainsh. 
A.  B.  Campbell. 


87.  Pathhead, 

88.  Leslie,  . 


D.  Couper,  D.D. 
J.  Buchan. 
J.  Logan. 
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KIRKCUDBBIGHT. 
Oongngafttoiu  eonMlmtliiff  at  tlie  rate  of  ;  Oongracatloiui  otmtaAhatHBg  at  the  rate  of 


lOa  and  npwardi  par  MomlMr. 


7a  M.  and  onder  lOa  par  Ibmber. 


427.  AocheDGairn,  . 
438.  Balmaghie,      . 

429.  Boigoe,  .    .    . 

430.  CasUd-Donglas, 

431.  Girthoo,      .    . 

432.  Glenkeng,   .     . 

433.  Kirkcndbright, 

434.  ToDgUmd,  .    . 


435.  AUngton, 

436.  Carbke, 

437.  Doagks 

438.  Lanark, 


P.  M'NeilL 
J.  Johnatooe. 
G.  Elder. 
G.  BrowD. 
J.  BobertaoD. 
J.  Haiaing. 
J.  M'MiUan,  D.D. 
A.  HanhalL 
J.  Bhenioa. 
A.  Skene. 


I 


LANABK. 


B.  Logan. 
J.  Wfite. 

C.  GK>rdon. 

D.  Mackintoah. 


LEWIS. 


439.  Armadale,  . 

440.  Bathgate,    . 

441.  Bo^nesa,      . 

442.  Falkirk,      . 

443.  Grangemonth, 

444.  Kirkfiaton,  . 

445.  Linlithgow, 

446.  Polmont,     . 

447.  Blamannan, 

448.  Torphichen, 

449.  Unhall,.     . 

450.  Whithnm, . 


LINLITHGOW. 

A.  Black. 

J.  Keaaen. 

D.  Wilaon. 

L.  H.  Irving. 

J.  Sinclair. 

J.  C.  Bama. 

W.  M.NicolBon,B.D. 

J.  Anderaon. 

Archd.  Beid. 

A.  F.  Mnrray. 

A.  Lnke. 

J.  Macknight. 

LOCHCABRON. 


451.  Annan,  •    . 

452.  CanonUe,    • 

453.  Eoclefechan, 

454.  Halfmorton, 

455.  Johnatone, . 
466.  Langholm,  . 

457.  Lochmaben, 

458.  Lockerbie,  . 


459.  Appin,    .    . 

460.  Olenorchj, . 

461.  Mnckaim,  . 


462.  AirKe,    .... 

463.  Alyth 

464.  Blangowrie,  South, 

465.  Coonar-AniniB,     . 

466.  Onj;     ,    .    .    . 

467.  Qlenisla,     .    .    . 

468.  Maigle,  .... 
469  Neirtyfe,    .    .    . 


J.  Galley. 
A.  W.  Milne. 
W.  Howie. 
W.  Smith. 
J.  Macqneen. 

D.  S.  Smith. 

E.  B.  HilL 

A.  D.  Campbell. 


D.  0.  Boaa. 
D.  Macaliater. 
T.  Mackensie. 


LOGKEBBIE. 

89.  Kirkpatrick- 
Fleming, 

90.  Mo&t,      . 


G.  Mills. 

B.  Kinnear. 

A.  Moodj  Stuart. 


LOBN. 


MEIGLE. 


J.  F.  Linn. 
A.  Fergoaon. 
M.  White. 
T.  Bain. 
J.  Bobertaon. 
J.  W.  Simpaon. 
A.  M'PberBon. 
J.  Fleming. 


91.  Blairgowrie,  1  at Ch.  J.  Baxter. 

92.  Battray,    ...    A.  Boaa. 
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MULL. 


Ckmgregatloiu  oontrllmtliic  ^  the  late  of 
^     108.  a&d  npwgrdB  per  MemMr. 

470.  8troniian,    ...    A.  M'Leod. 

471.  Tobermory,      .    .    C.  Ross. 


txmgngMooM  eontrilrallBf  «k  tlie  rate  of 
78.  6d.  a&d  under  lOi.  per  KemlMr. 


472.  Ardclacb, 

473.  Cawdor,. 

474.  AnldearD, 

475.  Croy,      . 


NAIRN. 


A.  M'DoDald. 
S.  F.  Mliaachlan. 
W.  G.  Forrester. 
A.  G.  M'Leod. 


93.  Ardersier, 

94.  Nairn,  . 


ORKNEY. 


476.  Papa  Westray,     .    J.  Peddie. 


95.  Firth,  . 

96.  Harray, 

97.  Orphir, 


A.  Cameron. 


J.  Roy. 

J.  R.  AndersoD. 

W.  Omand. 


PAISLEY. 


477.  Brid^  of  Weir,    .    T.  Carruthers. 

478.  Inchinnan,  ...    A.  MTurk. 

479.  Paisley,  Giielic,    .    A.  Mackintosh. 

480.  „      High,      .    J.  B.  Stnrnxsk. 

481.  „      St.  George's,  J.  Thomson,  D.D. 

482.  PoUockshawB,  East,  D.  Stewart. 

483.  „  West,  N.  Brodle. 

484.  Renfrew,     .    •    .    D.  Neilson. 


98.  Barrhead,   .    .    . 

99.  Hooston,     .    .    . 

100.  Johnstone, .    .    . 

101.  Lochwinnoch, .     . 

102.  Paisley,  Martyrs*, 

103.  ,1      MidcUe,  . 


W.  Young. 

J.  Scott. 

H.  Mair. 

J.  G.  Canningfaam. 

W.  Mactndoe. 

W.  Eraser,  LL.D. 


485.  Closebnm, 

486.  Glencaim, 

487.  Sanqnhar, 


J.  Hntton. 
P.  Borro?rman. 
S.  Smith. 


PENPONT. 

104.  Penpoot, 


488.  Abemethy, 

489.  Amgask,     .    . 

490.  Collaoe,  .    .    . 

491.  Dunbarney, '   . 

492.  Foivandenny, 

493.  Kinnnns,    .    . 

494.  Logiealmond,  . 

495.  Methven,    .    . 

496.  Perth,  Middle, 

497.  „      St.  Leonard's,  R  'Cowwa, 

498.  „      St.  Stephen's,  J.  Tnlloch. 

499.  „      West,  .    .    Jas.  Gibson. 

500.  Pitcaimgreen, 

nni    fi^nn-  fC.  C.Stewart 

601,  Scone,    .    .    .      |  a.  K.  M'Mnrchy. 


R.  Stevenson. 
J.  Young. 
J.  Reid. 
J.  H.Wen8. 
J.  Dmmmond. 
B.  F.  Greig. 
J.  Watson. 
J.  M'Leish. 
T.  Dymock. 


PERTH. 

105.  Errol,   .    .    . 

106.  Perth,  Knox's, 

107.  Stanley,    .    ■ 


502.  Ashkirk,      . 

503.  Bowden, 

504.  Galashiels,  . 
506.  Ladhope,     . 

506.  Melrose,.    . 

507.  Selkirk, 

508.  St.  Boswells, 

509.  Stow,     .    • 

510.  Yarrow, .    . 


A.  Giles. 
J.  Fine. 
W.  W.  Smith. 
J.  Spenoe. 
W.  Cousin. 
W.  Steven. 
A.  Terras. 
T.  N.  Brydon. 
T.  M'Cnndle. 


SELKIRK. 

108.  Lander, 


D.  Black. 


A.  Campbell 
J.  Rainnie. 
W.  Mather. 
J.  F.  Thomson. 


IT. 
•|J. 


Waters. 
Mitchell. 
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8H£TIiAND. 


CoBygattOM  ooBtrltatliv  at  the  rata  of 
10>.  a&d  upwards' p«r  KemtMr. 


Coogregatlona  oontEilnitliic  afc  the  rate  of 
71.  6d.  and  under  10s.  per  Kemher. 


51 L  Baaaay, 


SKYB  AND  UI8T. 

A.  Galbrmith.  I   109.  Kilmuir, 

I   110.  Bleat,    . 


J.  S.  Macphail. 


512.  Carnbee,  . 

513.  Crail,     .  . 

514.  Elie,     ..  . 

515.  Fargan, .  • 

516.  Largo,    •    • 

517.  Lenchan,    . 

518.  St.  AndrewB, 

519.  Strathkinnes, 


520.  AUoa,  East, 

521.  „      West, 

522.  Alva,      .    . 

523.  BanDOckbnrn, 

524.  ClackmannaD, 

525.  Dennj,   •    • 

526.  Dollar,    .    . 

527.  Dnnipaoe,   . 

528.  Larbert, 

529.  St  Ninian's, 

530.  Sdrling,  North, 

531.  „        South, 

532.  TnOibodj,    .    . 


533.  GainiysD,  . 

534.  Qlenlace,    . 

535.  Inch,      •     • 

536.  Kirkcolm,   . 

537.  Kirkmaiden^ 

538.  Leswalt,      . 

539.  Bhenchan.  . 

540.  Stoneykirk, 

541.  Stranraer,  . 


542.  Botriphnie, 

543.  Qartlj,  .    • 


.    J.  Mellis. 
.    J.  Jackson. 
.    W.Wood. 
.    N.  MOiSod. 

!R  L.  Brown. 
W.  Bruce. 
.    A.  Oleghom. 
•    J.  Ainslie,  D.D. 
.    J.  B.  Irvine. 


8T.  ANDBEWa 

111.  Anstmther, 


v4o.  InversordaDy  . 
546.  Logie^ester,  • 
M7.  Nigg,     .    .    . 


A.  Gregory. 
112.  Ferry port-on-Craig,  .    W.  P.  Falconer. 


STIRLING. 


J.  Wallace. 
J.  H.  Scott. 
Robert  M'Intosh. 
S.  K.  Niven. 
J.  Drommond.- 
J.  Cowie. 
G.  H.  Knight 
T.  Roberton. 
F.  MTherson. 
R.  M*Gork1e. 
A.  Beith,  D.D. 
W.  F.  Qoldie. 
A.  Thorn. 


STRANRAER. 


•  J.  Jamieson. 
.  G.  Wilson. 

.  P.  Ferguson. 

•  W.  Armstrong. 

•  J.  Cavan. 

.  A.  Warrack. 

•  G.  Sherwood. 

•  T.  Brown* 

.  G.  Charles. 


113.  Portpatrick,  •    .    A.  Urqnhart 


STRATHBOGIE. 


B.  Grant. 
H.  Mlntosh. 


049.  Uaruy,  .•••«.  Jn'intosii 
544.  Hnntly, .     .    .    .    W.  Burnett 


114.  Keith, .    .    .    .    W.  Gillespie. 

115.  Rothiemay,  .    .     W.  Ingram. 


TAIN. 


G.  Sinclair. 
M.  Macdonald. 
W.Frsser. 


•    •    • 


J.  M'Donald. 


116.  Feam,  . 

117.  Kihnuir,  Easter,  D.  a  Macdonald. 

118.  Kincarmne,   .    •  J.  ItfCallnm. 

119.  RosBkeen,.    .    •  J.  H.  Fraser. 


TONGUE. 
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TUBBIFF. 


CongngtManM  etmtsrOntlng  at  thB  rate  of 
lOs.  and  upwards  par  KemlMr. 

548.  DmrnbUde,      •  •  A.  Forbes. 

549.  Foiglen,      .     .  .  W.  Grsot. 

550.  Gsmrie, .    .    .  .  D.  S.  I>7ke8. 

551.  Montqnhitter, .  .  J.  Simpson. 


Congregatloni  eoBtiflnitliiff  at  tlM  rata  of 
7a  6d,  and  ander  10a  par 

120.  Foraue,    ...  A.  Wishait. 

121.  Fjrnid,      .     .    .  W.  Ewaiu 

122.  MBcduS,  ...  J.  Gsidiner. 

123.  Torriff,     ...  J.  Sotheriaiid. 


WIGTON. 


552.  NewtOD'Stewsrt, .    J.  M.  M'CnDoch. 

553.  Whithorn,  etc.,    .    F.  F.  Anderson. 

654.  Wigton,  .  .    .    .{giSu^lS"'- 


124.  Sorhie, 


{ 


S.  C.  BUir. 
J. 


I.— o. 


Jfrtje  €^nxt\i  ai  Stntlantr. 


SPECIAL   REPORT 


OF  THE 


SUSTENTATION  FUND  COMMITTEE 

Upon  the  Surplus  Fund  Plan  and  relative  subjects. 


MAY    1876. 


I.  Surplus  Fund  Plan. 

After  receiving  and  maturely  considering  the  Beport  of  a  Sub- 
Committee  on  the  operation  and  results  of  the  Surplus  Fund  Plan,  the 
Committee^  by  a  majority  of  49  to  8  votes,  adopted  the  following 
resolutions,  which  they  now  beg  leave  to  report  to  the  General 
Assembly  ; — 

1.  That  they  approve  of  the  Statistical  Tables,  with  remarks  thereon, 
prepared  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Committee,  and  direct  the  same  to 
be  transmitted,  along  with  the  present  deliverance  of  the  Committee, 
to  the  General  Assembly,  through  the  Commission,  for  their  informa- 
tion. 

2.  That  these  documents  be  sent  to  the  Ministers  and  Treasurers 
of  the  Sustentation  Fund  in  the  several  Congregations  of  the  Church 
for  their  information,  and  in  order  that  they  may  make  such  use  of 
them  as  may  seem  best  for  promoting  the  interests  of  the  Sustenta- 
tion Fund. 

3.  That  along  with  these  documents  a  letter  be  sent  to  the  Ministers 
and  Treasurers  by  the  Joint-Conveners  of  the  Committee,  with  a  view 
to  their  using  their  influence  to  accomplish  within  the  current  year 
what  was  contemplated  in  1867. 

1-c.  A 
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4.  That  in  the  view  of  the  facts  established  bj  the  Statistical 
Tables,  the  Committee  recommend  the  Assembly  to  adhere  to  the 
existing  plan  for  the  distribution  of  the  Sustentation  Fund, — a  plan 
which  has  proved  so  eminently  successful  in  increasing  the  incomes  of 
all  Ministers,  and  in  stimulating  the  liberality  of  Congregations. 

5.  They  further  recommend  that  in  the  event  of  the  primary  object 
contemplated  in  1867  being  accomplished  by  Ministers  who  receive 
the  larger  surplus  having  a  stipend  of  £200  from  the  Sustentation 
Fund,  the  Committee  should  be  instructed  by  the  Assembly  to  consider 
to  what  extent  any  sum  still  remaining  to  be  divided  shall  be  applied 
to  increasing  the  amount  of  the  Equal  Dividend. 


n.  Mode  of  obtcdninfiT  Statistios  of  Membership. 

The  Committee  recommend  that  the  following  instructions  to 
Presbyteries  be  issued  by  the  General  Assembly  : — 

That  Presbyteries  shall  make  the  state  of  the  Membership  in  their 
several  Congregations  the  subject  of  careful  inquiry  at  the  end  of  every 
year. 

That  they  shall  obtain  from  Kirk-sessions  an  Annual  Betum  as  at 
31st  March,  certified  by  the  Minister  and  Kirk-session,  showing — 

The  number  of  Members  at  the  b^inning  of  the  year. 
The  number  added  during  the  year  by  admission  or  transference. 
The  number  struck  off  by  death,  removal,  the  exercise  of  dis- 
cipline, or  any  other  cause. 
The  number  remaining  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

That  they  shall  transmit  an  Abstract  of  such  Returns,  along  with 
the  yearly  Presbyterial  Ketum  of  Members  and  Adherents  appointed 
to  be  made  in  connection  with  the  Surplus  Fund  Plan,  to  the  Sustenta- 
tion Fund  Committee,  who  shall  tabulate  the  same,  and  report  there- 
on to  the  General  Assembly ;  and  on  transmitting  the  Abstract  of  the 
Congregational  Returns  the  Presbyteries  shall  make  such  remarks  or 
explanations  as  appear  to  be  called  for. 

That  Schedules  shall  be  supplied-  to  Kirk-sess^ns  and  Presbytery 
Clerks  for  the  purpose  of  making  such  Returns. 

III.  Provifidon  for  Ministers  in  the  Presbytery  of  Shetland. 

Having  considered  the  Memorial  from  the  Presbytery  of  Shetland 
praying  for  an  increase  of  the  Stipends  of  those  Ministers  in  the 
Presbyteigr  who  are  not  on  the  Platform  of  the  Equal  Dividend,  the 
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Committee  recommend  to  the  General  Assembly  to  make  the  following 
additional  allowances  to  the  Ministers  referred  to,  viz. : — 

1.  An  addition  to  the  Grant  from  the  General  Sustentation  Fond 
to  the  Ministers  of  Goningsburgh,  Walls,  Yell,  Dunrossness,  Fetlar, 
and  Wcisdale,  of  £7,  being  the  rate  payable  to  the  Widows'  and 
Orphans'  Fund. 

2.  A  grant  of  £20  from  the  Supplementary  Sustentation  Fund  to 
each  of  the  Ministers  of  these  Charges  so  long  as  he  is  not  on  the 
Equal  Dividend  Platform,  and  the  Stipend  he  now  receives  is  not 
augmented  by  endowment  or  otherwise ;  but  declaring  that  such  grant 
shall  not  begin  to  be  paid  until  after  each  Minister  has  served  the 
Charge  for  three  years. 

IV.  Rules  of  the  Surplus  Fund  Plan  applicable  to  the 

Highlands  and  Islands. 

The  Committee  have  given  much  consideration  to  this  subject,  but 
have  not  been  able  as  yet  to  propose  any  way  of  obviating  the  diffi- 
culties which  have  been  represented  to  occur  in  practically  working 
out  the  present  rules.  They  have,  however,  received  some  valuable 
suggestions  from  Ministers  in  the  Highlands,  and  are  very  hopeful  of 
being  able  to  propose  some  plan  that  will  be  satisfactoiy ;  and  with  this 
view  they  have  appointed  a  special  Sub-Committee  to  confer  with 
Ministers  and  Presbjrteries  on  the  subject. 

In  name  and  by  authority  of  the  Committee, 

G.  MELDRUM, 

Secretary, 


i) 


GENERAL  SUSTENTATION  FUND. 


THIRD  TRIENNIAL  INVESTIGATION. 

.  •  .... 

STATISTICAL  TABLES,  with  Bemakks  thereon  by 
THE  Secertaby  OP  THE  COMMITTEE,  December  1875. 

The  following  Lists  and  Abstracts,  which  have  been  prepared  for 
the  purpose  of  exhibiting  the  progress  of  the  Sustentation  Fund  during 
the  past  eight  years,  and  the  present  condition  of  the  Free  CnxmcH. 
OF  Scotland  as  regards  the  loaintenance  of  the  Ministry,  are  .sub« 
flitted  to  the  Committee  with  a  view  to  the  report  which  they  have 
to  make  to  next  General  Assembly,  in  connection  with  the  triennial 
inquiry  iiito  the  operation  and  results  of  the  Surplus  Fund  Plan,  which 
now  £Edls  to  be  made  for  the  third  time. 

L  General  View — Showing  the  sums  raised  yearly  since  1867, 

and  the  number  of  Ministers  drawing  the  Surplus  Fund. 
n.  List  of  Congregations — Showing  the  sums  contributed  by 
each  in  1867  and  in  1875,  the  Increase  or  Decrease,  the  rate 
of  Contribution  per  member,  and  the  number  of  Contributors 
at  various  rates. 

IIL  List  of  Congregations — ^Showing  the  number  of  Mebibers  ia 
1867,  1868,  1874,  and  1875,  and  the  amount  contributed  last 
year  to  the  Sustentation  Fund  and  to  Congregational  Funds. 

IV.  List  of  Congregations — Showing  the  Income  of  their  Ministers 
for  the  year  1874-75  from  all  sources,  so  far  as  these  come 
under  notice  of  the  General  Treasurer. 

,  V.  Presbtterial  View — (mainly  an  Abstract  of  No.  IL)— showing 
the  increase  in  each  Presbytery  since  1867,  and  the  average 
rate  of  giving  per  member.  Showing  also  Presbyteries, 
arranged  in  order  of  rate  of  giving  per  member. 

YI.  Presbtterial  View — Showing  the  number  of  Congregations  in 
each  Presbytery  drawing  the  Surplus  Fund,  and  the  number 

t  excluded  from  participation  on  account  of  the  amount  of  their 

contribution  being  less  than  £60,  or  their  rate,  of  contribution 
being  less  than  7s.  6d.  per  member ;  and  Table  showing  the 
CangregaHang  ffrauped  in  dosses  according  to  the  rate  of  giving 
per  Con^egatic^  aAd  th^  number, in  each  class  drawing  Surplus 
Fund  in  1875. 

YIL  Series  of  Tables  exliibiting  the  Financial  condition  of  Congrega- 
tions not  participating  in  the  Surplus  Fwndy  distinguishing  those 
in  the  Highlands  and  Islands  frpm  those  in  the  Lowlands  and 
self-supporting  from  aid-receiving  Congregations. 
1^.  ^  B 
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It  maj  be  useful  to  the  members  of  Committee  that  the  Secretary 
should  accompany  these  Tables  with  notes  explanatory  of  their  con* 
tents  and  showing  their  results. 

Table  I. — General  View, 

The  fund  raised  by  CongregaJtional  AssodaUone  has  risen  from 
X116,743,  8^.  8i.  in  1867  to  £153,486,  13^.  2d.  in  1875,  being  an 
increase  of  £36,743,  55.  6(2.,  or  31  per  cent 

The  amount  of  Donations  and  Legacies  has  also  in  most  of  these 
years  been  larger  than  before,  especially  in  the  last  year  1875. 

This  increase  has  afforded  an  addition  of  £1 3  to  Uie  universal  Equal 
Dividend,  raising  it  from  £144  in  1867  to  £157  in  1875.  It  has 
also  provided  an  addition  from  Surplus  Fund  of  £36  to  523  Ministers, 
and  £18  to  141  Ministera,  making  the  income  from  the  Fund  of  these 
two  classes  respectively  £193  and  £175  to  each  Minister,  leaving 
163  Ministers  drawing  the  Equal  Dividend  of  £157  only. 

The  question  naturally  will  arise.  Since  the  increase  realised  ap- 
proaches so  near  the  increase  o{. one-third  or  33|  per  cent.,  which  it  was 
computed  would  afford  a  universal  Equal  Dividend  of  £200  or  nearly 
so,  how  does  it  happen  that  we  are  still  so  fax  short  of  that  attain- 
ment 1  The  reason  will  be  found  in  the  fact,  that  in  the  course  of 
these  eight  years  there  have  been  added  to  the  Church  66  newly 
sanctioned  charges,  the  increased  income  from  which,  to  a  large 
extent,  goes  to  swell  the  aggregate  increase,  without  increasing  the 
Dividend  Fund;  while  at  the  same  time,  42  aid-receiving  charges  have 
been  added  to  the  Platform  of  the  Equal  Dividend,  constituting  a  large 
addition  to  the  burden  upon  the  fund  avulable  for  Equal  Dividend. 

The  increase  above  shown,  it  will  be  observed  from  the  Table,  has 
arisen  chiefly  in  the  first  year  1867-68,  and  in  the  two  last  years 
1873-74  Mid  1874-75.  In  the  intermediate  years  the  fund  did  no 
more  than  hold  the  ground  it  had  previously  gained,  the  apparent 
increase  being  attributable  to  the  addition  of  newly  sanctioned  charges. 

The  large  increase  in  Congregations  appearing  in  the  last  two  years, 
actually  took  place  within  the  limits  of  Uttle  more  than  twelve  months, 
having  commenced  about  September  1873,  and  been  substantially 
completed  about  November  1874 — ^the  result  of  that  one  yearns  effort 
having  been  to  add  £23,527  to  the  produce  of  Congregational  Associa- 
tions. The  subjoined  Table  will  show  the  gradual  growth  and  progress 
of  this  increase : — 

Increase  above  the  same  period  cf  the  preceding  year. 

At  15th  September  1873 £1,148  17  2 

„  October          , 2,035  5  1 

„  November      „ 2,566  17  1 

„  December       »•••••  4,407  7  6 

„  January      1874, 7,009  3  4 

„  February         „ 8,846  10  10 

„  Marcb             „ 11,236  8  0 

,,  April             „ 13,053  10  2 


t-c. 
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Atl5ihM«y           1874»    . 

.    £15,719    4    4 

„      Jnne              „       .         •        •        , 

.       17.641  16  11 

>•     Jiiiy 

.       19,299     2  11 

„       August          , 

.       20,086     9    0 

„      September     „       .        .        .        , 

.      20,602  15     9 

„       October         „       .        .        .         . 

.      21,870  15    4 

ty       November     |«       •        •         • 

.      22,874  17    4 

„      December      „       .        •        •        . 

.      23.270    6    7 

The  only  previous  movement  for  increase  of  the  fund  at  all  compar- 
able in  its  result  to  this,  was  that  made  between  the  years  1854  and 
1856,  called  the  one-fourth  mere  movement,  but  the  increase  then 
obtained  was  very  much  less,  being  only  £14,337.^ 

Table  II. — Congregational  List,  ahowing  amount  of  Increase, 

rate  of  gwing,  etc. 

This  list  supplies  the  means  of  forming  a  judgment  as  to  what  each 
Congregation  is  doing  for  the  fund,  how  far  they  have  taken  their  due 
share  of  the  movement  for  increase,  and  how  they  stand  when  com- 
pared with  other  Congregations  arouiid  them.  It  shows  the  rate  of 
giving  per  member  in  each  Congregation,  and  whether  the  Minister 
participates  in  the  Surplus  Fund  or  not  And  it  throws  light  upon 
the  condition  of  two  pretty  numerous  classes  of  Congregations : — ^namely, 
first,  those  Congregations  which  are  indebted  to  one  or  more  large 
subscriptions  for  the  respectable  position  they  occupy,  the  contribu- 
tions of  the  Congregation  generally  being  altogether  inadequate ;  and 
secondly,  Congregations  having  some  well-to-do  members  and  families^ 
bat  occupying  a  low  place  in  the  list^  because  there  are  no  subscriptions 
rising  much,  or  at  all,  above  the  rate  of  working  people. 

The  following  Abstracts  drawn  from  the  Table  will  throw  light 
npon  the  present  state  of  Congregations,  and  the  progress  which  they 
have  made  since  1867. 


Itate  of  giving  per  Member, 

1  Congregation  exceeds  the  average 

rate  of 

£5 

0 

0 

per 

member. 

I 

»> 

ff 

4 

0 

0 

» 

6 

under  £3,  bat  a1 

)  or 

above 

2 

0 

0 

t» 

79 

under  £2, 

)» 

1 

0 

0 

fi 

602 

nnder  £1, 

It 

0 

10 

0 

n 

164 

under  lOs., 

»f 

0 

7 

6 

t$ 

76 

under  78.  6d., 

t) 

0 

5 

0 

1* 

61 

under  58. 

26 

blank. 

916 

Number  of  Congregations  on  the  Platform  contributing  ai  certain  rates 

in  1868,  1872,  and  1875. 

1868.  1872.  1875. 

266  334  523 

202  197  141 

310  287  163 


At  and  above  lOs.  per  member, 

At  and  above  78.  6d.,  but  under  lOs., 

Under  78.  6d.,         .... 


'  A  Table  exbibiting  the  progress  of  the  Fund  yearly  since  the  Disruption  will  be 
found  prefixed  to  th.e  Annual  Financial  Report  of  the  Committee  to  the  General  Assembly. 
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Hence  it  appears^  .that  since  18£8  the  number  of:  Gongregatioiu 
contributing  at  and  above  10s.  per  member  has  well-nigh  been  doubled ; 
that  not  much  less  than  Hvo-ihirds  of  the  whole  Congregations  on  Uie 
Platform  are  now  contributing  at  that  rate ;  and  that  the  number  com- 
tributing  less  than  7s.  6d.  per  .member  has  diminished  by  nearly  one- 
half,  and  does  not  now  amount  to  one-fiflh  part  of  the  whole  Congrega- 
tions on  the  Platform;    .  '       *       ' 

Congregations  classified  according  to  the  amount  of  their  ConMbutums 

in  1867,  1872,  and  1875. 

1872. 
12 

162        65  \  124 


At  and  under  £25  per  annum 

At  £25    to  £50  „ 

At  £50    to  £60  „ 

At  £60    to  £75  „ 

At  £75    to  £100  „ 

At  £100  to  £150  „ 

At  £150  to  £200  „ 

At  £200  to  £300  „ 

At  £300  to  £500  „ 

AboYe  £500  „ 


47 

112 

411       160  ^436 

164 

131 

205        ^  >  266 

27 


778  826  829 


One  hundred  and  fifty-one  Congregations  have  decreased  since  1867. 
All  the  rest,  excepting  a  few  who  have  merely  maintained  their  position, 
have  increased  more  or  less.  It  is  certainly  disappointing  to  find  that 
at  the  close  of  a  period  of  special  and  united  exertion  to  improve  the 
state  of  the  Fund^  and  considering  the  great  benefit  which  all  our 
Ministers,  without  exception,  have  derived  therefrom  in  the  improve- 
ment of  their  stipends,  so  many  Congregations  have  not  only  given 
no  aid  to  that  movement,  but  have  actually  fallen  back  from  the  posi- 
tion they  previously  occupied.  It  will  be  seen  from  Tables  YIL  that 
57  of  these  decreasing  Congregations  are  among  those  who  do  not 
participate  in  the  Surplus  Fund.  But  all  of  these  have  shared  in  the 
increase  of  the  Equal  Dividend,  while  the  remaining  94  decreasing 
Congregations  have  shared  also  in  the  Surplus  Fund. 

In  forming  a  judgment  upon  these  Congregations,  however,  it  is 
necessary  to  discriminate,  and  to  have  r^ard  to  special  circumstances 
which  in  many  oases  explain  and  account  for  the  decrease.  Some 
Congregations  were  vacant  during  part  of  last  year,  others  have  lost 
one  or  more  large  contributors, — or  have  lost  a  number  of  members 
by  removal  or  emigration ;  and  some  hate  suffered  diminution  by  the 
erection  of  new  charges  in  their  neighbourhood.  But  such  explanatiODB 
do  not  apply  to  nearly  one  half  of  the  large  number  of  decreasing 
Congregations. 

Table  UI.-Cangreg,Uhnat  LUt,  shouring  mmber  of  Members,  ek. 

The  first  column  of  this  list  shows  the  number  of  members  taken 
from  the  ordinary  schedule  of  Statistics  of  the  year  1867,  being  the 
year  immediately  preceding  the  introduction  of  the  Surplus  Fund  plan. 
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The  second  column  shows  the  number  contained  in  the  first  return—^ 
namely  that  of  1868— made  by  Presbytery  Clerks  under  the  reguli^ 
tion  of  that  plan.  The  third  column  shows  the  return  made  in  the 
year  1874,  being  the  return  upon  which  the  last  division  of  Surplus 
proceeded.     The  fourth  column  contains  the  return  made  in  1875. 

It  has  always  been  considered  to  be  a  question  of  much  importance 
what  would  be  the  effect  of  the  present  plan  of  the  fund  upon  the 
Membership,  and  upon  the  returns  of  Membership.  It  is  probable  that 
sufficient  time  has  not  yet  passed  to  aUow  that  effect  to  be  fully 
developed,  but,  while  bearing  this  in  mind,  the  results  to  be  derived 
from  the  present  list  will  be  regarded  with  much  interest. 

These  results  are  not  shown  in  the  Table,  as  it  has  been  thought 
desirable  that  it  should  exhibit  the  exact  state  of  the  returns  made  in 
each  year,  and  as  there  have  always  been  numerous  blanks,  differing 
from  year  to  year,  the  mere  summations  of  these  reitums  would  not  have 
shown  results  which  were  exactly  comparable. 

This  remark  applies  especially  to  the  returns  from  the  Presbyteries 
in  the  Highlands  and  Islands,  which  have  always  been,  and  still  an^ 
60  incomplete  as  to  make  it  impossible  to  exhibit,  in  the  case  of  these 
Pre8b3rteries,  a  comparative  estimate  of  the  Membership  {i,e,  the 
equivalent  in  adherents)  at  different  dates.  These  Presbyteries,  there- 
fore, are  left  out  of  view  in  the  estimate  now  to  be  made,  which  is  con- 
fined to  the  Membership  of  the  fifty-one  Lowland  Presbyteries.  For 
the  purpose  of  comparison,  any  blanks  which  occur  have  been  filled 
from  other  sources  or  from  previous  years. 

In  the  Lowland  Presbyteries,  fifty-one  in  number,  the  aggregate 
number  of  members,  as  obtained  from  the  yearly  schedule  of  statistics 
sent  by  Deacons'  Courts  to  the  General  Assembly  in  April  1867, 

was 197,770 

The  number  returned  by  Presbyteries  in  terms  of  the  rules 
anent  the  Surplus  Fund  was, 

inAprai868,    . 198,022 

in  April  1874, 202,28()l 

in  April  1875, 204,832 

There  has  therefore  been  an  increase  in  the  eight  years 

between  1867  and  1875,  of 7,062 

But  what  is  the  increase  which  might  have  been  expected  to  take 
place  within  that  period  1 

There  is,  first,  what  may  be  called  the  natural  increase  corresponding 
^  the  growth  of  the  population.  Assuming  that  growth  to  have  been 
At  the  same  rate  as  that  which  was  ascertained  during  the  ten  years 
embraced  in  the  last  census  of  the  population  of  Scotland — ^namely,  about 
ten  per  cent.,  or  one  per  cent,  per  annum, — and  that  the  membership  of 
the  Free  Church  ought  to  have  maintained  a  corresponding  increase, 
it  follows  that  from  this  cause  the  membership  in  1875  should  have 
Receded  that  of  1867  by  about  16,000. 

But  further,  there  have  been  added  to  the  Ch\ircb/vvithin  th^Q9Q 
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eight  years  sixty-six  new  congregations,^  many  of  them  situated  iu 
populous  mining  districts,  or  forming  territorial  charges  in  our  cities. 
Each  of  these  new  charges  must  have  added  to  the  Church  a  new 
growth  of  Members  drawn  from  masses  of  the  population  which  were  not 
previously  in  connection  with  any  Church.  It  is  very  difficult  to  form 
any  clear  estimate  or  idea  of  the  gain  derived  from  this  source.  Many  of 
these  new  Congregations  are  large,  but  they  embrace  members  drawn 
from  other  Free  Churches ;  they  embrace  also  much  of  the  natural  growth 
before  referred  to  drawn  from  other  parts  of  the  country.  But  it  appe&n 
to  be  a  not  unreasonable  supposition  that  each  of  these  CongregatiopB 
has  added  100  to  the  membership  of  the  Church,  or  6100  in  all. 

It  may  thus  be  assumed,  as  the  result  of  this  estimate,  that  our 
membership  should  at  this  time  have  shown  an  increase  over  1867 
of  22,100.  But  it  is  shown  above  that,  on  the  basis  of  the  Presby- 
terial  returns,  the  increase  was  only  7062.  There  is  therefore  a 
deficit  of  15,000,  or  about  7^  per  cent. 

This  deficit  will  of  course,  and  reasonably,  be  held  to  have  been  caused 
chiefly  by  the  effect  and  operation  of  the  rules  under  which  the  Surplus 
Fund  is  divided.  The  members  of  the  Committee  will  form  their  own 
opinion,  both  as  to  the  soundness  of  the  above  estimate,  and  whether 
the  supposed  deficit  is  more  than  might  fsirly  and  reasonably  have 
been  expected  to  occur  by  the  working  of  a  plan  which  makes  it  to  be 
for  the  interest  of  each  session,  in  beh^f  of  its  Minister,  to  look  closely 
to  its  membership,  and  strike  off*,  with  promptitude  and  exactness,  any 
doubtful  or  uncertain  names,  which  under  the  previous  system  might 
have  been  allowed  to  remain  and  accumulate  for  a  lengthened  period. 

Whatever  opinion  may  be  formed  on  these  points,  it  cannot  be 
doubted  that  this  is  a  matter  so  important  as  to  call  for  the  earnest 
consideration  of  the  Comn^ttee  and  the  Assembly,  an4  the  .adoption 
of  such  rules  as  may  tend  to  secure  on  the  part  of  kirk-sessions  a 
uniform  method  of  keeping  their  co&munion  rolls ;  and  on  the  part  of 
Presbyteiy  clerks  a  reliable  mode  of  certifyingand  reporting  their  results. 

The  reporter  would  iake  the  liberty  to  suggest  tha£  Presbyteries  should 
be  instructed  to  take  into  consideration  the  state  of  the  membership  in 
each  Congregation  as  shown  in  the  present  Tables,  and  specially  to 
advert  to  those  in  which  a  notable  decrease  has  occurred ;  and  for  the 
future,  to  make  this  matter  -the  subject  of  inquiry  at  the  end  of  eveiy 
year,  obtaining  from  each  kirk-session  a  report  of  the  growth  of  its 
membership  by  admission  or  by  transference,  and  its  decrease  by  death, 
transference,  or  other  cause;  and  to  make  the  result  of  this  inquiiy 
part  of  the  annual  return  of  Statistics  to  the  General  Assembly.  By 
thus  keeping  a  current  account  of  the  membership  of  the  Church,  under 
the  supervision  of  the  Presbyteries,  it  is  thought  that  the  special  return, 
now  under  consideration,  might  be  made  more  uniform  and  more 
reliable ;  while  such  an  inquiry  seems  to  fall  quite  properly  within  the 
sphere  of  the  Presbyteries'  duties  and  functions. 

^  All  theae  Congregations  wUl  be  fonnd  in  their  proper  places  in  Tables  11.,  IU.,  and 
iV.|  and  a  List  of  tbem  is  appended  to  Table  II.,  page  02. 
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Table  IY. — GangregcUional  List,  dumng  the  Income  of  Ministers. 

This  list  shows  the  income  for  the  year  1874-75,  connected 
with  all  the  ministerial  charges  of  the  Free  Church.  The 
congregations  are  divided  into  two  classes,  namely :  Those  which  are, 
and  those  which  are  not,  on  the  Platform  of  the  Equal  Dividend.  The 
various  Funds  embraced  in  the  List  will  be  seen  from  the  heads  of  the 
columns,  and  the  notes  prefixed  to  the  Table.  And  an  Abstract  at  the 
end  (page  112)  shows  the  number  of  ministers  drawing  the  various 
rates  of  stipend  therein  stated. 

A  similar  statement  which  had  been  prepared  by  the  Secretary  in 
1869,  thoiTgh  not  printed,  affords  the  means  of  comparing  the  income 
of  ministers  now  and  siz  years  ago  ;  and  of  showing  the  improvement 
which  has  taken  place  in  the  interval,  lliiswill  be  most  conveniently 
shown  in  the  following  Table  : — 

Income  of  Ministers  on  the  Platform  in  1869  and  1875. 

Ktmiber  of  minister  whose  income  is  less  than  £150, 

All  these  are  CoUetfgue  ministers. 
At  and  above  £150,  and  less  than  £200,-     • 
„  £200,  „  £300,      • 

<  „  £300,  „  £500,      • 

„  £500,    •••••• 


1800. 

167S. 

46 

34 

558 

329 

126 

355 

94 

130 

12 

27 

836        875 


The  average  Income  of  each  minister,  which  in  1869  was  £202, 
lis.,  has  been  raised  to  £240  in  1875  j  or,  if  Colleagues  are  left  out 
of  view,  to  £245. 

The  sources  from  which  these  incomes  were  derived  may  be  compared 
in  like  manner  as  follows  :— 

Funds  yielding  Income  of  Minister^  on  Platform. 


I860. 

1875. 

Equal  Dividends,        «        • 
Surplus  Fond,     . 
Congregational  Supplements, 
Other  Funds, 

.    £118,312    0 

4,097  10 

42,325  17 

4,588  19 

0 
0 
2 

7 

£129,962  18 

21,402    0 

53,903     6 

5,027  17 

8 
0 
0 
4 

Total,        £169,324    6    9      jg210,296     2    0       ^ 

It  must  be  specially  observed  that  the  comparative  views  now  given^ 
gratifying  though  they  are,  do  not  by  any  means  show  the  full  amount 
of  improvement  which  has  taken  place  since  the  year  1867,  when  the 
present  plan  of  the  fund  was  introduced.  The  comparison  only  goes 
back  to  the  year  1869  after  the  Equal  Dividend  had  risen  from  £144 
to  £150,  and  a  Surplus  Fund  of  small  amount  had  been  realised  over 
and  above,  and  if  there  had  been  the  means  of  instituting  a  comparison 
with  the  state  of  matters  in  or  before  1867,  the  result  would  have 
been  much  more  remarkable. 
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A  return  recently  made  by  order  of  the  House  of  CommoiiB  and 
published  by  its  authority,  furnishes  the  means  of  making  a  com- 
parison between  the  income  of  ministers  of  the  Free  Churdh  and  th.e 
livings  of  ministers  of  the  Established  Church  of  Scotland,  That  return 
embraces  the  income  of  parish  ministers  and  ministers  of  Parliamentary 
Churches.  The  total  number  in  the  return  is  1044,  but  of  these  74 
are  blank,  leaving  970  charges,  in  regard  to  which  the  following  par- 
ticulars are  given,  viz. : — the  stipends  from  Teinds  and  other  sources 
— the  sums  legally  payable  for  communion  elements, — and  the  annual 
valuation  of  each  Manse  and  glebe  as  stated  in  the  Assessment  Roll  of 
the  parish.  The  return  does  not  include  quoad  sacra  and  mission 
charges.  The  following  Table  exhibits  the  Platform  charges  of  the 
Free  Church  (omitting  colleagues)  set  over  against  these  Parish  and 
Parliamentary  charges  of  the  Establishment. 

Frae        EsUblidied 
Chorclu         Church. 

Number  of  Ministers  whose  Stipends  are  less  thaa 

£200 329  261 

Number  at  and  above  £200  and  under  £300,  .    .  355  250 

£300    „    £500,  .    .  130  432 

£600, 27  27 


ft 


'      .        .  841  970 

Tbe  avenge  Stipend  in  the  Free  Chamh  is    •        •      £245     0    0 
„  in  the  Estoblished  Chnrdh,     .         284    0    0 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  comparison  here  is  made  between  the 
Platform  charges  of  the  Free  Church  and  the  Parochial  and  Parlia- 
mentary charges  of  the  Established  Church.  The  non-Platform 
charges  of  the  Free  Church  left  out  of  view  are  about  90  in  number, 
and  their  position  will  be  shown  below.  In  the  case  of  the  Established 
Church,  the  quoad  sacra,  mission,  and  other  chaiges  amount  to  a  much 
larger  number,  probably  three  hundred.  The  reporter  has  not  been 
able  to  find  materials  for  instituting  a  comparison  ofthe  whole  ministerial 
charges  of  the  two  Churches,  but  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  advantage 

in  favour  of  the  Established  Church  shown  in  tbe  above  abstract  would 

•        •        •        •  _ 

be  very  much  diminished.  The  addition  made  to  the  average  Stipend 
of  Free  Church  Ministers  since  1867-  is  about  £50^  It  only  theitfore 
needs  another  such  advance  to  place  the  Ministers  of  the  Free  Church 
fully  on  a  par,  as  regards  money  stipend,  with  the  Parochial  Ministers 
of  the  Establishment. 

«  It  would  be  out  of  place,  and  aside  from  the  object  of  this  report, 
to  prosecute  further  the  present  inquiry,  but  it  would  be  easy  to  show 
that  as  regards  manses,  the  Free  Church  is  fairly  abreast  of  the 
Establishment.  Olebes,  of  which  there  are  in  the  Established  Church 
nearly  900,  of  the  annual  value  of  about  £28  each,  are  as  yet  compara- 
tively few  in  the  Free  Church,  although  the  number  of  such  pertinents 
of  the  living,  or  of  local  endowments  in  another  form,  is  increasing. 

Tht  income  of  Ministers  of  charges  not  on  the  Equal  Dividend  PUU- 
form  is  shown  at  the  end  of  the  list  (page  112).     There  are  90  such 
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chftrgea,  with  86  Ministers.  Thej  are  in  course  of  l)eing  raised  to  the 
Platform  in  order  of  seniority  at  the  rate  of  six  per  annum.  None  of 
these  Ministers  receive  less  than  £100;  35  receive  less  than  £15Q. 
The  remaining  50  Ministers  receive  £150  and  upwards,  to  £500.  The 
average  income  of  this. class  of  Ministers  is  £177>  17s.. 


Table  V. — Fresbyierial  Abstracts  showing  amount  and  rate  of  Increase, 
and  average  rate  of  gking  per  Member^  in  each  Presbytery  since 
1867. 

1.  Increase. 

All  the  Presbyteries  have  increased  more  or  less  since  1867,  ex- 
cepting the  Presbyteries  of  Skye  and  Uist  and  Letois.  The  rate  oC 
increase  per  cent,  in  each  Presbytery  upon  the  amount  of  contributions 
in  1867  will  be  seen  in  the  Table;  but  a  right  judgment  on  this 
subject  can  only  be  arrived  at  by  reference  to  the  Congregational  List 
No.  II.  For  example,  the  two  Presbyteries  (Mull  and  Abertarff)  which 
appear  to  have  made  the  greatest  amount  of  increase  will  be  found, 
on  reference  to  the  List  No.  11.,  to  be  indebted  for  that  position  to  the 
fact  that  one  or  two  of  their  Congregations  were  vacant  and  made  little 
or  no  remittance  in  1867,  and  that  new  Congregations  have  since  that 
year  been  added  to  the  Presbytery.  ' 

Taking  31  per  cent,  to  be  die  medium  or  average  rate  of  increase, 
it  appears  that  26  Presbyteries  have  attained  or  exceeded  that  rate, 
that  45  have  made  a  smaUer  rate  of  increase,  the  least  being  about  19 
per  cent.,  and  that  two  Presbyteries  have  decreased.  ' 

B.  Rate  of  ContribuHon  per  Member. 

1  Presbytery  (Dnmbarton)*  exceeds  the  average  •  .  ^ 

' "  rate  of    .     .    .        ,        •        .        •        ,£100  per  member. 

4  Presbyteries  exceed 0  15    0 

40  ..  0  10    0 


18 
6 
3 
1 

72 


It 
0    5    0 


0    7     6 


,      •  are  wider 0    6    0  „ 

,      •  (rate  not  ascertained).       •  . 


Tables  YI.- — Presbyterial  and  Classified  Abstracts,  showing 

distribution  of  Surplfts. 

The  object  of  these  Tables  is  to  show  how  the  Surplus  Fund  is 
distributed  among  Congregations, — 1.  As  they  are  grouped  in  Pres- 
byteries ;  and  2.  As  classified  according  to  the  amount  of  their  con- 
tributions to  the  Sustentation  Fund. 

There  are  four  Presbytmes,  Lewis,  Lochcarron,  Shetland,  and 
Tongue, -which  receive  no  part  of  the  Surplus  Fund;  and  six  other 
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Presbyteries,  Caithness,  Dornoch,  Lorn,  Orkney,  Skye  and  Uist,  and 
Strathbogie,  in  which  only  a  small  proportion — ^about  one-fourth — of 
the  Congregations  participate  in  the  Surplus. 

Any  other  remarks  suggested  by  these  Tables  will  come  more 
conveniently  in  connection  with  the  next  and  concluding  set  of 
Tables. 


Tables  VIL — CongregcUums  onHhe  PUUform  not  jpartidjHUing 

in  the  Surplus  Fund. 

The  series  of  Tables  which  follows  will  probably  be  looked  to  with 
special  interest,  as  furnishing  the  best  test  of  the  practical  working  of  the 
Surplus  Fund  Plan.  They  embrace  all  the  Congregations  on  the  Equal 
Dividend  Platform,  whose  Ministers  did  not  last  year  participate  in 
the  Surplus  Fund,  and  give  such  particulars  regarding  each  of  them  as 
are  fitted  fully  to  exhibit  their  financial  condition.  Congregations  in 
the  Highlands  and  Islands  are  distinguished  from  Congregations  in  the 
Lowlands ;  and  each  of  these  classes  is  subdivided  into  three  groups, 
namely :  1.  Self-supporting  Congregations ;  2.  Congregations  contribut- 
ing £60  or  above,  but  less  than  7s.  6d.  per  member;  3.  Congregations 
contributing  less  than  £60. 

Similar  Tables  to  these  accompanied  the  Special  Seport  of  the 
Committee  to  the  Assembly  of  1873,  and  it  may  be  interesting  at  the 
outset  to  give  a  general  view  of  the  number  of  Congregations  in  each 
class  at  the  present  time,  compared  with  the  number  three  years  ago. 

Lowland  Congregations —  1871       ign, 

Self-8ap|N>rting,  ..'•%•••«  40  21 

Aid-receiving,  giving  j£60  and  above,  •        •         .        •  68  31 

Giving  leas  than  £60,  • 75  81 

towlands,        173  83 

Highland  Congregaiions — 

Self-supporting,  ....••••  17  6 

Aid-receiving,  giving  £60  and  above,  •        •        •        •  64  46 

Giving  leas  than  £60, 43  29 

Highlandfl,         114  80 

Total,        287         163 

It  thus  appears  that  the  number  of  Ministers  excluded  from  the 
Surplus  Fund  has  been  reduced  in  these  three  years  from  287  to  163. 
Of  these  163,  83. are  in  the  Lowlands,  and  80  in  the  Highlands  and 
Islands.  This  great  reduction,  which  largely  affects  all  l£e  classes  of 
Congregations  above  enumerated,  is  very  gratifying;  and  an  examina- 
tion of  these  lists  will  produce  the  conviction  that  the  next  three  yeais 
may,  and  ought  to,  witness  a  further  and  very  great  reduction. 
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1.  Seff-supporting  Cangregaiians  (Lowland  and  HigKland)^ 
giving  less  than  7s.  6d.  per  member. 

« 

The  number  of  these  at  the  present  time  is  in  the  Lowlands  21,  and 
in  the  Highlands  6.  Three  years  ago  the  numbers  were  40  and  17 
respectivelj.  The  following  remarks  by  the  Convener  in  his  address 
to  the  Assembly  of  1867,  on  the  occasion  of  his  proposing  the  adoption 
of  the  Surplus  Fund  plan,  refer  to  the  class  of  Congregations  now  under 
consideration.  **  Another  objector  may  say,  *  We  have  Congregations 
**  with  four,  five,  six,  or  even  eight  hundred  members,  whose  average 
**  rate  of  contribution  is  only  four  or  five  shillings.  It  would  cost  them 
**  much  less  to  give  a  good  supplement  to  their  Minister  than  to  raise 
"  their  average  contributions  to  the  point  that  would  qualify  them  to 
**  participate  in  the  Surplus  Fund.'  I  answer.  It  is  quite  true.  But  I 
^ask  at  the  same  time.  Are  not  these  Congregations  giving  their 
"  Ministers  a  good  supplement  at  present  ?  I  know  they  are,  and  just 
"  for  that  very  reason  the  proposal  now  before  the  Assembly  does  not 
*'  concern  itself  with  them.  Their  Ministers  have  a  tolerably  fair 
"  stipend  already.  If  any  of  them  get  it  to  any  extent  at  the  expense 
**  of  their  Congr^ations  not  acting  fairly  towards  the  Sustentation 
**  Fund,  let  the  Church  deal  with  these  Congregations  and  get  the 
"  wrong  npaired  if  it  can.  This  is  not  a  scheme  to  rectify  such  evils. 
"  It  makes  no  pretence  of  meddling  such  supplements  at  all.  Its  one 
"  single  but  aJHmportant  object  is  to  get  an  adequate  stipend  for 
"  that  large  class  of  our  Ministers  who  either  have  no  supplement  at 
^'  all,  or  none  that  is  worth  the  naming." 

These  renuu*ks  by  the  Convener  completely  meet  the  case  of  these 
Congregations.  A  glance  at  the  last  column  in  the  Tables  will  show 
that  all  these  Congregations,  with  one  exception,  give  their  Minister 
a  supplement  exceeding  the  higher  rate  of  Surplus.  The  excepted 
case  is  a  Highland  Congregation  which  possesses  a  local  endowment. 

2.  Aid-reeeiving  Congregations  (Lowland  and  HigUand)  giving  more 
than  £60  but  less  than  7s.  6d.  per  Member. 

The  number  of  these  has  been  reduced  in  three  years  from  58  to 
31  in  the  Lowlands,  and  from  54  to  45  in  the  Highlands. 

On  referring  to  the  final  column  in  the  list  of  Lowland  Congregations 
it  will  be  seen  that  the  remarks  of  the  Convener,  above  quoted,  apply 
with  aknost  equal  fitness  to  this  class  of  Congregations.  Of  the  31 
Congregations,  22  give  their  Ministers  substantial  supplements,  leading 
to  the  conclusion  that  they  find  it  easier  to  improve  their  Minister's 
living  in  this  manner  than  by  qualifying  for  the  Surplus  Fund.  W^^*^ 
regard  to  the  nine  Congregations  which  receive  little  or  no  supple- 
ment, there  appears  to  be  no  reason  why  they  should  not,  as  well  as 
their  neighbours,  improve  the  condition  of  their  Ministers,  either  by 
supplements  or  by  means  of  the  Surplus  Fund. 

This  list  of  aid-receiving  Congregations  in  the  Lowlands  seems  to 
call  for  special  notice.    It  embraces  a  number  of  large  Congregations, 
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with  a  membership  of  300  to  600,  able  to  raise  laige  local  funds,  and 
yet  imposing  themselves  as  a  burden  upon  the  Fund  by  drawing  more 
from  it  than  they  pay  in.  No  one  will  be  disposed  to  grudge  to  the 
Ministers  of  these  Ck)ngregations  the  snpplements  which  they  receive^ 
but  it  is  not  just  or  reasonable  that  such  supplements  should  be  given 
at  the  expense  of  the  General  Fund,  by  Congregations  with  a  member- 
ship so  large  as  to  be  quite  able  at  least  to  support  their  own  Ministers 
without  extraneous  aid.  The  attention  of  the  C!ommittee  and  of  the 
Assembly,  as  well  as  the  Ministers  and  C!ongregations  referred  to,  has 
been  repeatedly  directed  to  this  unwarrantable  appropriation  of  the 
benefits  of  the  Fund,  and  it  is  most  desirable  that  means  should  now 
be  used  to  put  an  end  to  so  great  an  abuse. 

Among  the  45  Highland  Congregations  supplements  are  not  so 
numerous  or  so  laige. 

3.  Cangregaiums  {Lowland  and  Highland}  coniribuHng  less  (han 

£60  to  the  Fund. 

From  the  outset  these  Congregations  have  been  excluded  from 
participation  in  the  Surplus  Fund.  They  were  referred  to  by  the 
Convener  in  his  speech  to  the  Assembly  of  1867,  in  the  following 
terms : — '*  Of  the  disqualifying  conditions  there  are  two,  the  one  is 
**  that  no  Congregation  giving  less  than  £60  as  its  contribution  for  the 
*^  year  shall  participate  in  tibe  Surplus  Fund.  This  may  seem  hard, 
**  but  it  is  miunly,  at  least,  the  hardness  of  a  necessity  under  which  we 
''  are  placed  by  the  limited  pecuniary  resources  at  our  disposaL  Every 
**  Congregation  contributing  less  than  £60  to  the  Sustentation  Fund 
**  will  by  receiving  the  usual  dividend  of  £150  be  costing  the  Church 
**  at  the  very  least  £90  a  year.  In  fact  not  a  few  of  these  Congr^a- 
*'  tions  will  be  costing  it  sums  ranging  from  £90  up  to  £120,  and  even 
**  to  £1 30.  The  whole  number  of  Congregations  included  in  this  class 
''  is  146,  and  the  average  number  of  their  Church  members  is  135. 
^  It  is  obvious  from  these  {acta  that  it  would  not  be  a  wise  or  even  a 
^  very  warrantable  policy  on  the  part  of  a  Church  like  ours  to  employ 
**  on  behalf  of  such  Congregations  any  larger  amount  of  those  pecuniary 
"  means  which  the  Divine  Head  of  the  Church  places  at  her  disposal 
**  for  the  support  of  Gospel  Ordinances,  than  she  is  doing  already.** 

The  number  of  these  has  been  reduced  in  three  years  from  75  to  31 
in  the  Lowlands,  and  from  43  to  29  in  the  Highlands ;  the  total 
number  being  now  60.     In  1867  it  was  162. 

The  average  amount  of  contribution  of  the  31  Lowland  Congrega- 
tions is  £43, 10s.  Each  of  them,  therefore,  is  a  burden  upon  the  Fund 
to  the  average  amount  of  £1 1 3, 1  Os.  The  average  contribution  of  the 
29  Highland  Congregations  is  £35.  Each  of  them,  therefore,  draws 
from  the  Fimd,  on  the  average,  £122  beyond  their  own  contribution. 

As  a  class,  these  Congregations,  though  greatly  diminished  in 
number,  have  made  no  improvement  since  1867,  the  decreasing 
Congregations  in  the  Lowlamis  being  nearly  equal  in  number  and 
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^moimt  of  decrease  to  the  increasing  ones.      In  the  Highlands  the 
decrease  much  exceeds  the  increase.     Of  course  all  of  these  Congrega* 
tions  have  derived  benefit  frpm  the  present  plan,  to  the  extent  of  the. 
increase  of  the  Equal  Dividend  from  £144  to  £157. 

Of  the  31  Congregations  in  the  Lowlands^  12  have  a  membership  of 
150  or  more.  The  position  of  such  Congregations  in  the  present  list- 
is  evidently  one  which  cannot  be  justified.  If  these  and  some  other 
Congregations  in  this  list  were  in  tiie  position  of  applying  for  sanction, 
or  for  leave  to  call  a  Minister^  the  least  stun  that  would  be  required 
of  them  would  be,  in  accordance  with  established  practice,  £80,  or 
in  some  exceptional  cases  £60,  per  annum.  With  regard  to  the  few 
Congregations  in  this  list  to  which  these  remarks  do  not  apply,  these 
form  a  small  class,  whose  case  must  be.met^  if  need  be,  in  a  special  and 
exceptional  way. 

With  reference  to  this  whole  class  of  Congregations,  now  happily 
do  mach  reduced  in  number,  thie  last  sentence  of  the  Convener's 
remarks  above  quoted  seems  to  be  quite  conclusive. 

The  results  of  the  foregoing  examination  of  Congregations  whose 

Ministers  do  not  pariidjpaie  in  the  Surplus  Fund^  may  thus  be  summed  up : 

27  Self-supporting  Congregations  give  less  than  7s.  6d.  per  member, 

but  give  supplements  to  their  Ministers  exceeding  the  higher 

rate  of  Surplus. 
37  Aid-recdving  Congregations  give  less  than  78.  6d.  per  member,  but 

give  substantial  supplements  to  their  Ministers. 
39  Atdrreceiving  Congregations  in  the  Highlands  and  Lowlands  give 

lesA  than  7s.  6d.  per  member,  and  do  not  supplement  their 

Ministers — ^without    any  apparent  reason  why  they  should 

occupy  this  position  of  financial  inferiority. 
31  Lowland  Congregations  giving  less  than  £60,  on  the  average  give 

£43,  10s.  each,  and  therefore  draw  from  the  Fund  £113^  10s. 

each  beyond  their  giving.' 
29  Highland  Congregations  giving  jiess  than  £60,  on  the  average 

give  £35  each,  and  therefore  draw  from  the  Fund  £122  each 

beyond  theij  giving.  •       •       •        • 

.  •  •  •  •  .  / 

163  in  all,    ; 


Congregations  in  the  Highlands  and  Islands. 

It  may  be  useful  to  remind  the  Committee  Of  the  Special  regulations 
under  which,  these  Congregations  participate  in  the  Surplus  Fund ; 
such  regulations  being  required  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  Membership  in 
these  Congregations  does  not  constitute  the  same  measure  of  the 
strength  of  the  Congregation  as  it  does  in  Lowland  Congregations.' 
The  following  is  the  substance  of  these  Regulations : — 

1.  Adherents  are  defined  in  the  following  terms : — "  That  the  list  of 
"  Adherents  shall  embrace  not  only  seat-rent-payers,  &nd  those  who 
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**  have  sittings  aDocated  to  them ;  but  aD  persons  who  by  their  atteod- 
^  ance  at  a  particular  church  make  it  to  be  understood  that  it  is  their 
^  habitual  place  of  worship,  and  that  they  are  connected  with  or 
**  adhere  to  the  Congregation ;  including  all  those  who,  although  thej 
**  may  be  a  part  of  ^e  year  absent,  have  their  permanent  home  in  the 
«  district" 

2.  In  the  following  Presbyteries  hDo4hirds  of  the  number  of  AdhtrenU 
above  1 4  years  of  age  are  held  to  be  equivalent  to  the  membership  in 
Lowland  charges,  with  a  view  to  ascertaining  the  average  rate  of 
contribution  per  member,  viz. : — Presbyteries  of  Dunoon  and  Inveraiy, 
Kintyre,  Islay,  Breadalbane,  Abemethy^  Elgin,  Forres,  Nairn,  Inver- 
ness, Chanonry,  Dingwall,  Tain,  Caithness,  and  parts  of  Uie  Presbyteries 
of  Lorn,  Mull,  Abertarff,  and  Dornoch. 

3.  In  the  following  Presbyteries,  one-half  of  the  number  of  Adherents 
above  18  years  of  age  are  held  to  be  the  equivalent  of  membership,  viz. : 
— ^Presbyteries  of  Tongue,  Lochcarron,  Skye  and  Uist,  and  Lewis^  and 
parts  of  the  Presbyteries  of  Lorn,  Mull,  Abertarff,  and  Dornoch. 

4.  Persons  in  receipt  of  parochial  aid  are  to  be  indicated  in  the 
Boll,  and  may  be  deducted  from  the  total  number  returned  by  the 
Presbytery  Clerk. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  effect  of  rule  No.  3  is,  that  an  average 
contribution  of  3s:  9d.  or  58.  from  each  Adherent  above  18  years  of 
age  will  entitle  the  Minister  to  draw  one  or  other  of  the  two  rates  of 
Surplus  Fund. 

The  return  of  Adherents  was  more  generally  observed  last  year  than 
in  former  years ;  but  there  still  remain  39  Congregations  on  the 
Platform  which  have  fSsdled  to  obey  the  injunction  of  the  General 
Assembly.    These  39  Congregations  are  distributed  as  follows  :^ — 


Presbytery  of  Abemetby, 
Breadalbane, 
Caithness, . 
Chanonry, 
Dornoch,    • 
InTemesa, 
Kintjrre,    . 
Lewis, 
Lochcarron, 
Skye  and  Uist^ 
Tain,. 
Tongue,     « 
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Only  a  few  communications  have  been  transmitted  to  the  Committee 
in  explanation  of  the  want  of  these  returns,  and  in  every  case  it  is 

1  This  list  includes  only  Platform  charges.  It  agrees  with  Table  III.,  colunm  1S75; 
but  not  with  Table  II.,  in  which  blanks  have  been  supplied  from  the  Schedules  of 
Statistics,  so  far  as  these  afforded  materials  for  doing  so,  in  order  to  make  the  Piesbyterial 
Abstracts  and  average  rates  of  contribution  more  complete  and  accurate. 
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ascribed  to  the  difficulty  and  injoBtice  of  practically  applying  the 
definition  of  Adherents  to  the  particular  circumstances  of  the  Congre- 
gations. These  communications  are  herewith  laid  before  the  Committee 
for  their  consideration.  No  suggestion  has  been  received  of  any 
other  or  better  mode  of  estimating  the  strength  of  Congregations  in 
the  Highlands  and  Islands. 

Of  the  179  Highland  Congregations  on  the  Platform  99  participated 
m  the  Surplus  Fund  of  last  year. 


GONGRKGATIONS  IN  SHETLAND. 

The  Presbytery  of  Shetland  embraces  nine  Congregations,  pf  which 
three  are  upon  the  Equal  Dividend  Platform,  viz. :  Delting,  Lerwick, 
and  Unst.  One,  Coningsburgh,  was  placed  by  deliverance  of  the  Com- 
mittee, in  April  1861,  on  the  footing  of  receiving  £30  from  the  Fund 
in  addition  to  the  contributions  of  the  Congregation,  which  are  required 
to  be  at  least  £40.  Two,  viz..  Walls  and  Yell,  were  sanctioned  as 
Ministerial  charges  by  the  Assembly  of  1863,  on  the  footing  of  receiv- 
ing £80  from  the  Sustentation  Fund  in  addition  to  their  own  contri- 
butions, which  are  required  to  be  at  least  £30.  Three  Congregations, 
viz.,  Dunrossness,  Fetlar,  and  Weisdale,  were  sanctioned  by  the 
Assembly  of  1866  on  the  footing  of  receiving  £40  from  the  Sustenta* 
tion,  and  £40  from  the  Home  Mission  Funds,  in  addition  to  their  own 
contributions,  which  are,  in  these  cases  also,  required  to  be  £30. 

The  contributions  of  these  six  Congregations  not  on  the  Platform 
have  been  fluctuating,  and  generally  have  fallen  short  of  the  stipulated 
sum. 

The  charges  of  Dunrossness,  Fetlar,  and  Weisdale  were  sanctioned 
''on  the  understanding  that  strenuous  efforts  shall  be  made  to  secure 
**  an  endowment  for  the  three  charges,  which  endowment  shall  be 
"  applied  in  the  way  of  relieving,  first,  the  Home  Mission  Committee, 
^  and  then  the  Sustentation  Fund  Committee,  from  payment  of  the 
^  giants  now  authorised."  It  is  believed  that  nothing  has  been  done 
in  the  way  of  procuring  such  endowment 

Last  year  the  membership  of  these  six  Congregations  was  as 
follows  :^ 

Coningsbiirgli, 290 

Walla, 175 

Yell, 224 

Bonroflsneas, 79 

Petlar, 123 

Weiadale, 163 

Total,  1064 

The  whole  amount  raised  last  year  for  the  Fund  by  the  9  Shetland 
Congregations  was  £306,  Os,  4d.;  being  an  average  of  £34  each.     The 
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total  Bum  paid  to  ten  Ministers  (including  the  collea^e  at-Unbt)  was 
£1262,  8s.  lid. 

Within  the  last  few  years  the  condition  of  the  six  Ministers  not  on  the 
Platform  has  been  improved  by  the  erection  of  Manses.  These  have  been 
provided  by  means  of  grants  from  the  General  Building  Fund,  and 
s})ecial  subscriptions  raised  generally  among  the  Members  of  tbd  ChurcL 
^  A  memorial  has  been  transmitted  by  the  Presbytery  of  Shetland  to 
the  Committee  representing  the  inadequate  prpvision  pifUie  for  the; 
Ministers  of  these  six  Congregations,  and  requesting  the  Committee  to 
*^  recommend  to  next  General  Assembly  some  satisfactory  increase  of 
salary." 


SuMMAHY  of  Besults,  Comparing  1875  with  1867. 

£36,743,  5s.  6d.  has  been  added  to  the  Income  from  Congregations, 

being  an  increase  of  31  per  cent 
The  Equal  Dividend  has  been  raised  from  £l44to£157. 
The  number  of  Congi:egations  giving  more  than  £150   has  been 

increased  from  205  to  307. 
The  number  of  Congregations  giving  less  than  £60  has  been  reduced 

from  162  to  60. 
The  number  of  Congregations  whose  Ministers  -  participate  in  the 

Surplus  Fund  is  664,  being  four-fifths  of  the  whole  number  of 

charges  on  the  Platform ;   of  these,  523  drew  the  higher  rate  of 

£36,  and  141  the  lower  rate  of  £18, 
The  number  of  Congregations  on  the  Platform  whose  Ministers  do  not 

participate  in  the  Surplus  is  163,  being  one-fifth  of  the  whole 

number  on  the  Platform. 
The  average  Income  of  829  Ministers  on  the  Platform  is  £240,  none^ 

(excepting  Colleagues)   having  less  than  the  Equal   Dividend 

of  £157.     Omitting  Colleagues  the  average  Income  is  £245. 
ihe    average    Income    of   Ministers    on    the    Platform    (excluding 

Colleagues)  has  been  increased  by  £50. 
The  average  Income  of  86  Ministers  not  on  the  Platform  is  £177, 

17s.,  none  having  less  than  £100. 
Within  this  period  sixty-six  new  Congregations  have  been  organised 

and  sanctioned  as  Ministerial  charges,  and  fifty-nine  Congregations 

have  been  placed  upon  the  Platform  of  the  Equal  Dividend. 

■•       ••       »  •       •         .' 

.      G.  MELDBUH, 

Secretary. 


L-GENERAL  VIEW. 

Showing  the  Sums  raised  Yearly  in  1867  and  iSght  following  Tears, 
and  the  number  of  Ministera  drawing  the  Surplus  Fund. 
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IL-LIST  OF  CONGREGATIONS 

Shotting — Sams  contribated  by  each.in  1867  and  in  1875. 
Increase  or  Decrease. 
Bate  of  Contribution  per  Member. 
Number  of  Contributors  at  various  Bates. 


NoTB. — ^Those  Congregations  which  are  not  on  the  Platform  of  the  Eqnal  Dividend 
are  placed  at  the  end  of  each  Presbytery,  below  the  first  summation. 

A  List  of  those  which  have  been  sanctioned  as  Ministerial  Charges  by 
the  Assemblies  of  1867-74  and  intervening  years,  is  subjoined  to  this 
Table,  page  62. 

The  column  of  Members  is  taken  from  the  Betums  for  the  year  to  31st 
March  1874,  except  in  the  case  of  Highland  Presbyteries,  in  which 
the  Returns  for  the  year  to  Slst  March  1875  are  inserted.  Those 
marked  (+)  indicate  three-Jifths  of  the  number  of  .Adherents  returned 
above  14  years  of  age;  and  thus  (t)  one-haff  of  the  number  of 
Adherents  returned  above  18  years  of  Age. 

The  fractions  in  the  column  "  Rate  per  Member"  are  tenths  of  a  penny. 

The  figures  immediately  following  the  names  of  the  Congregations  indi- 
cate those  whose  Ministers  received  the  Surplus  Fund  in  May  1875^ 
1  drawing  the  higher  rate,  and  2  the  lower. 
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LIST  OF  CONGREGATIONS  SANCTIONED  AS  MINISTERIAL 
CHARGES  BY  THE  ASSEMBLIES  OF  1867-1874,  AND 
INTERVENING  YEARS. 


1867. 


Congregation. 
Coraockt 
Cowcaddens, 
Queenapark, 
Barony,        • 

Sandbank,    • 


Prtthytery. 
Dumfries. 
Glasgow. 


tt 


>f 


!  Dunoon  and   In- 
verary. 
Dunfermline. 
Aberdeen. 


Ctdross,        • 

Durris, 

Aberdeen,  High^ . 

Haunck,  8L  Andrew^  b,  Jedburgh. 


I* 


1868. 

Stockbridge, .        .  Edinburgh. 

West  Calder,        •  Linlithgow. 

Dalton,        •        .  Dumfries. 

SaUcoals,  Oaelic,  Irvine. 

«..«-.         ,       t  Dunoon   and   In- 
SofOh  Kmgartk,  .|     ^^^^ 

Ea8i  Miller  Street,    Glasgow. 
Rutherford,  .        .    Aberdeen. 

1860. 

Tollero88,     •        •  Glasgow. 

Holm,  .        .        .  Orkney. 

Westport,  Hawick,  Jedburgh. 

AUnaharra,         .  Tongue. 

1870. 

(  Dunse  and  Ghim- 
Lona/ormacus,     •  j     ^^^ 

Forth  and  TVHson- 


town,  . 
CroBrford,  , 
Strathblane, . 
Dyce,  . 
Auchterless, 
Kilcalmonell, 
Oraihie, 


SighthiU, 


Linlithgow. 

Lanark. 
Dumbarton. 
Aberdeen. 
Turriff. 
Kintyre. 
KincardineO'Nea 


1871. 


Glasgow. 


Congregation,  Pretbytery.  . 

Monifieth,  SotUhf  •  Dundee. 
M*Cheyne,    •        .  „ 

Bhynie,        •        .  Alford. 

Buthrieston,         .  Aberdeen. 

1872. 

BonnethiU,    .        .  Dundee. 

SL  Mar^B,  Oovan,  Glasgow. 
Augustine,    «       •  „ 

•  Aberdeen. 


Oreyfriari^, . 
Port  WiUiam,      , 
Cowdenbeath, 
Kirkmichael, 
Coigaeh, 
Ardow  and  Tor 

loisk,         « 
Marykkk,    • 

1873. 

ArdnamuTchan,  .    MulL 

Oarelochhead, 

Torry, 

Cunningham, 

Withaw, 

NeUston,      • 


Wigtown. 
Kinross. 
Lockerbie. 
Lochcarron. 

MulL 
Stirling. 


Dumbarton. 

Aberdeen. 

Glasgow. 

Hamilton. 

Paisley. 


1874. 


DingwalL 

Edinburgh. 

Linlitligow. 

Greenock. 

Hamilton. 


Strathconan, 
Fountainbridge^ 
HarthiU,      . 
Mount  Park, 
Greengares,  . 
BellshUl,      . 
Dumbarton,  North,  Dumbarton. 
CandU^  Memorial,  Glasgow. 
Paisley  Boad, 
Whiteinch,    , 
London  Boad, 
Oovan,  Oa^Ue, 
Portnahaven, 
Lassodie, 
FerryhiUt     . 
Slains, 


t9 


99 


t> 


>l 


tl 

Islay. 
Kinross. 
Aberdeen. 
Turriff. 


Peterhead,  Territ,,    Deer. 


IIL-LIST  OF  CONGREGATIONS 


5fcwM»^— Number  of  Members  in  1867,  1868,  1874,  and  1875. 
Amount  contributed  last  year  to  Sustentation  Fund. 
Amount  contributed  last  year  to  Congregational  Funds. 


KoTi. — ^The  nmnben  in  the  first  colnmn  (1867)  are  taken  from  the  ordinary 
Schedule  of  Statifltics  returned  by  the  Deacons*  Ck>urt. 

The  numbers  in  the  three  following  columns  are  taken  from  the  Presby- 
teria]  Returns  made  yearly  in  April.  Where  blanks  occur  no  Betums 
were  made. 

Congregations  in  the  Htoblaitds  and  Islands,  where  the  number  of 
Adherents  is  employed  in  ascertaining  the  rate  of  Contribution,  are  dis- 
tinguished in  the  first  four  Columns  by  a  different  form  of  type,  and 
with  regard  to  these  it  has  further  to  be  noted — 

That  the  Column  for  1867  shows  two-thirds  of  the  reported 
average  Sabbath  attendance. 

That  the  Column  for  1868  shows  two-thirds  of  the  number  of 
Adherents  above  14  years  of  age. 

That  the  Column  for  1875  shows  three-fifths  of  Adherents  above  14, 
except  in  those  Congregations  marked  *,  where  the  figures  show 
cne^alfoi  Adherents  above  18  years  of  age. 

That  the  Column  for  1874  is  left  blank,  because  the  return  for  that 
year  was  superseded  by  that  of  1875. 
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TABLE   No.    III. 


Membership. 

COirORBGATIOKAL  FC5I& 

PBBSBTTERIES. 

SustentatiAn 
Fund,  187&. 

1 

1 

, 

1867. 

1868. 

1874, 

1875. 

Ordinary 
Collections. 

Sttt-KOU. 

Aberdeen, 

£     «.   d 

£      s. 

d. 

£    t.   d. 

1.  Aberdeen — Bonaccord 

467 

420 

744 

754 

348  12  11 

191     3 

9 

228    .   6 

2.            East,      . 

870 

806 

803 

802 

575    1  11 

254     . 

7 

233   1  6 

3.            Gaelic,    . 

181 

187 

174 

182 

i3 

52  10 

7 

47    .   6 

4.            GilcomRton,    . 

1065 

900 

870 

... 

157  16  10 

•  •  • 

••• 

6.            '^ig^  Olmrch, , 
6.            Holbum, 

•  «« 

628 

644 

670 

257  10    0 

181  19 

• 

186   9   . 

847 

776 

657 

639 

200    3    9 

100    4 

8 

126   6   . 

7.            Knox's,  . 

900 

891 

825 

797 

163    5    . 

116  17 

7 

170    .    . 

8.            Mariners, 

258 

239 

281 

242 

65    8  10 

37    5 

2 

40   5  6 

9.            Melrille, 

167 

382 

463 

464 

120  15  10 

103    8 

2 

71    5  6 

10.            North,    . 

727 

672 

550 

526 

206  10    . 

114    9 

4 

128   5   . 

11.            St.  Clement's, 

918 

860 

655 

620 

206  11    2 

80    3 

2 

115  19  3 

12.            South,     . 

1055 

1044 

1217 

1247 

801    9    8 

334    1 

1 

382  17   . 

la            Trinity,  , 

891 

866 

839 

862 

923    9    7 

238    2 

3 

214  U  3 

14.            Union,     , 

661 

584 

405 

390 

96  15    6 

79    3  10 

69  16  6 

15.            West,      . 

900 

1047 

884 

966 

1164    7  11 

346    9 

1 

388    .    . 

16.  Banchory-Devenick, 

220 

219 

172 

185 

86    4  10 

27     . 

7 

••• 

17.  Belhelvie, 

181 

179 

138 

132 

89    .     . 

32  17  11 

15    1   0 

18.  Blackburn,      . 

200 

193 

185 

183 

102  14    2 

32    9  10 

12  19     ' 

19.  Cults,      . 

136 

150 

113 

115 

120    .     . 

60  15 

7 

27  13  9 

2a  KingsweUs,     . 

107 

111 

92 

98 

150    .     . 

36    5 

6 

30   1    • 

.&       ^      ^  1 

21.  Maryculter,     . 

192 

202 

192 

186 

43    8    3 

29     . 

9 

9   3  6 

22.  NewhillR, 

291 

297 

260 

266 

103    1    8 

52  16 

2 

43  15   . 

23.  OldMachar,    . 

285 

256 

248 

214 

100    9  11 

47    4 

3 

33   7 

24.  Peterculter,     . 

280 

268 

250 

260 

106  17    4 

46  17 

7 

9  13  6 

25.  Ruthrieston,    . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

107 

109 

172  17    1 

79    5 

4 

29   5  6 

26.  Skene,     . 

368 

368 

342 

296 

167    .     . 

67    2 

4 

31    6  6! 

27.  Woodside, 

28.  Aberdeen,  €rallowgat< 

689 

667 

769 

787 

163    8    0 

133    8 

5 

136  12   . 

3     128 

145 

185 

181 

105  15    . 

41  18 

3 

23   7  8 
63   1  6 

29.  Greyfriars,      . 

30.  Rutherford,    , 

131 

110 

217 

247 

150    .     . 

64  18 

6 

•  ■  • 

151 

338 

342 

131  18    . 

87  15 

2 

61  14    .  1 

..       ^k      /I 

31.            Ferryhill, 

•  •  • 

•«« 

•  •  « 

96 

167  11    6 

125  13 

5 

145   9  9 

« %            1 

32.  Dyoe,      . 

•«• 

•  •  • 

161 

189 

151  16    4 

46  10 

5 

31  11    . 

3a  Durria,    . 

105 

97 

81 

86 

80    .    10 

19  12 

6 

3   2' 

34.  Tony,     . 

Aberlonr. 

«  «  • 

•  •  • 

116 

118 

94  14  10 

36  12  10 

26   4    J 

i 

1.  Aberlonr,        • 

114 

111 

127 

128 

.  70  18    . 

15  10 

3 

11   11    ^ 

4   7  6, 

52.  Boharm, . 

114 

115 

102 

103 

70   .     . 

30  13 

4 

3.  Inveravon, 

121 

125 

122 

118 

68    1    8 

14  17 

6 

9    . 

TABLB  HO.  in. 


65 


IffMnnciminp 

CONOUBOATIONAL  FdKDS. 

PBESBTTEBIESL 

SustentAtion 
Fund,  1876. 

1 

1W7. 

186a 

1874. 

1876. 

Ordinary 
CollectioDs. 

8eat-rentB. 

4.  Knockando,    . 

143 

142 

132 

133 

£     s. 
80    . 

1 

£     s. 
27  12 

d. 
6 

£     «.     d. 
3  11     . 

5.  Mortlach, 

190 

198 

181 

188 

72    8  10 

33  11 

1 

15    7     . 

6.  Rothea,  . 
Abemethy. 

336 

315 

273 

269 

104  12 

2 

60  10 

8 

■  •  • 

I.  Abemethy,     . 

i66 

154 

•*  • 

lis 

69   10 

20  12 

6 

2.  Alvie,  etc.,      . 

134 

•  •  • 

«•• 

97    5 

2 

23    8 

10 

3.  Cromdale, 

232 

210 

•■• 

231 

132    7 

6 

65  13 

5 

24    9    3 

1  Duthil,    . 

266 

266 

•■• 

■  •  • 

22  11 

4 

21  18 

5.  Kingussie, 

240 

•  •  • 

••• 

240 

100     . 

« 

43    3 

2 

14    6    7 

6.  Kirkmiciiaely  • 

66 

118 

•  •  • 

99 

6S  14 

9 

9    9 

7 

•  •  • 

7.  Laggan,  , 
Abertarff. 

120 

114 

••• 

'5? 

107    4 

2 

35  15 

8 

•  •• 

1.  BaQacholiah,   . 

••• 

120 

••• 

120 

79    . 

4 

26  14 

3 

•#• 

2.  Fort  Augustas, 
a  Fort  Wmiam, 

200 

230 
200 

••• 
••• 

•12s 
141 

75  10 
92  13 

5 
6 

33    4 
39  12 

10 

7 

•  •  • 

1  Glenur^nliart, 

466 

440 

••■ 

330 

165  14 

2 

57    7 

8 

1    2     . 

5.  Eilmalie, 

166 

210 

••• 

♦181 

100  11 

4 

51  11 

10 

•  •• 

6.  loImoniYaig,  . 
AlfonL 

•«• 

100 

••• 

102 

62     . 

• 

19    2 

8 

... 

1   1.  Auchindoir,     .        ^ 

123 

128 

110 

110 

62    9 

4 

15    6 

4 

4  10    4 

2.  Keig  and  Tougb,     . 

191 

189 

144 

147 

74    . 

9 

27    5 

11 

9  14     . 

3.  Rinnethmont, 

228 

226 

173 

172 

92  17 

7 

19    1 

11 

16    9    6 

i  Towie,  etc,     • 
5.  Alford,    , 

118 

107 

95 

90 

60    8 

« 

14  17 

4 

••• 

92 

115 

104 

102 

91    4 

2 

30    9 

• 

16    3    6 

J.  Rhynic,  . 

90 

•■• 

117 

104 

75  16 

• 

■»• 

••• 

7.  Strathdon, 

99 

89 

95 

90 

80     . 

• 

13    3 

3 

2     .     . 

1          Arbroath. 

i   1.  Arbirlot, 

187 

166 

166 

176 

115  14 

1 

37  18 

7 

7    6    6 

1   2.  Arbroath— East,     . 

610 

488 

322 

388 

160    2 

8 

147    7 

7 

24     .     . 

1  3.           High  Street,   . 

246 

224 

254 

278 

160     . 

126    2 

9 

26  12     . 

^          Inverbrothock, 

568 

541 

488 

483 

215    9  10 

147  19 

6 

40    2    6 

5-          Knox's,  . 

^"' 

293 

329 

358 

204     . 

11 

156     . 

2 

40  12     . 

6.           Ladyloan, 

883 

905 

938 

970 

409    3  11 

234    9  11 

114  15    2 

.   7.  Bany,     . 

215 

224 

206 

200 

109  10 

• 

53  18 

2 

16    8  11 

0.  Cannyllie.       , 

233 

244 

241 

231 

124    4 

6 

33  17 

6 

10    1    2 

9.  Carnoustie,      • 

390 

417 

411 

402 

234  19 

7 

104    7 

9 

20     .     . 

10.  CoUiston, 

200 

198 

190 

191 

65    7 

1 

25  16 

2 

n.  Friockheim,    . 

315 

322 

351 

339 

180  15 

1 

64    5 

1 

20  14    6 

12.  Inverkeillor,   . 

170 

174 

132 

134 

69  11 

3 

26  17 

3 

'3.  Panbride,        .        . 

206 

205 

215 

218 

143    7 

« 

62    1 

5 

15     .     3 

Anchterarder, 

1.  Aberuthven,    . 

173 

165 

172 

156 

86    1 

11 

49  14 

8 

2.  Anchtemrder, 

533 

525 

490 

493 

249  19 

1 

150    1 

4 

3.  Braco,      .        . 

282 

278 

233 

228 

150  10 

6 

45     . 

9 

4.  Blackfoid,       . 

215 

203 

207 

212 

110  10 

6 

52  14 

5 

60  14    6 

5.  Comne,   .        . 

413 

407 

330 

332 

168  15 

9 

125    6 

2 

6.  Cneff,      . 

591 

576 

543 

542 

252  14 

5 

146    7 

74  10     . 

i,  Dunnmg, 

256 

241 

241 

239 

91     1 

6 

45  12 

• 

••• 

66 


TABLE  NO.  III. 


Membership. 

CONORBQATIOSIAL  FUXDI 

PRESBYTERIES. 

Sastentation 

1867. 

186S. 

1874. 

1876. 

Fund.  1876. 

Ordinary 
Collectiooa. 

Seat-rcnU. 

£     s,     d. 

£     «.    dL 

£    «.   d 

8.  Madderty, 

118 

115 

96 

92 

84  17    7 

21    6    6 

... 

9.  Monzie,  . 

291 

265 

231 

231 

146     .     2 

52  16    9 

...      1 

10.  Muthil,   . 
Ayr. 

312 

310 

262 

270 

102  13    8 

81    4    8 

...      ' 

1 

1.  Ayr, 

463 

437 

475 

461 

426  14    7 

207  16  11 

141  13   . 

2.          Wallacetown,  . 

230 

278 

271 

272 

142  16  11 

77    2    2 

•  •• 

3.  BalLmtrae, 

132 

126 

133 

131 

72  10     . 

33    5    5 

••« 

4.  Barr, 

113 

108 

106 

101 

80     .     4 

19  11    1 

•  •• 

5.  Barrhill,  . 

140 

134 

154 

176 

101  12     . 

33  11    5 

•••           1 

6.  Colmonell, 

96 

96 

87 

92 

74     .     . 

23  11    8 

1 
••• 

7.  Crosshill, 

103 

100 

77 

81 

60    5    6 

20  19    8 

*•• 

8.  Dailly,     . 

148 

140 

142 

159 

85    6    8 

31     7    6 

6.1 

9.  Dalmellington, 

170 

183 

125 

180 

104    2     . 

37  18    7 

.». 

10.  Dalrymple,      . 

11.  Dundonald,     . 

75 

75 

87 

87 

60    4    6 

18    8    2 

1  19    . 

154 

136 

136 

142 

94  19    4 

54    3    1 

•  •• 

12.  Ginran,   . 

152 

138 

160 

155 

96     .     . 

52     1    5 

28   7  6 

13.  Kirkoswald,    . 

77 

74 

82 

83 

70  15     . 

31  19     . 

4    .    . 

14.  Maybole, 

402 

390 

374 

370 

187  18  11 

100  15     . 

33    . 

15.  Monkton, 

242 

206 

192 

190 

104  15    5 

110  12    1 

49  10  6 

16.  Newton-on-Ayr, 

495 

467 

490 

511 

201  11    9 

130  10  10 

86   7  0 

17.  New  Cumnock, 

451 

..• 

472 

442 

179     .     . 

74  17    5 

••« 

18.  Old  Cumnock, 

320 

275 

303 

301 

171    4  11 

108     1    2 

••• 

19.  Ochiltree, 

125 

137 

136 

138 

70     .     . 

37    2    3 

••• 

20.  Stair,       . 

115 

110 

101 

100 

71     1     . 

21     8     . 

••■ 

21.  Symington, 

136 

132 

106 

111 

68    7  11 

39  19  11 

■«• 

22.  Tarbolton, 

142 

135 

150 

151 

80  13     . 

42    9    6 

••• 

23.  Troon,     . 
BiggBi  and  Peebles. 

220 

202 

206 

217 

120     .     . 

96  10  11 

IS  16  .' 

• 

1.  Bronghton, 

138 

149 

144 

136 

91    7    6 

21  15    7 

•  •• 

2.  Ciilter,    . 

235 

233 

230 

220 

152    1    3 

37    8  11 

•«• 

3.  Innerleithen,  . 

114 

159 

186 

180 

174  13     1 

75    1    3 

•«• 

4.  Kirkurd, 

178 

168 

154 

156 

107    7    7 

31    4    1 

•  •• 

5.  Peebles,  . 

206 

217 

224 

242 

210  15    8 

113    2  10 

«•• 

6.  Skirling, 

7.  Ellaridgehill,  . 

Breadalbane. 

156 

154 

120 

120 

100    1     . 

25  13    9 

•  »• 

55 

51 

•  ••• 

71 

37  19     . 

21     7  10 

•  •• 

1.  Aberfeldy, 

275 

2G3 

•  •  • 

273 

154    1    4 

87  17    7 

••« 

2.  Ardeonaig, 

1 66 

134 

•.. 

"7 

54    7    9 

13    5  10 

•  •• 

3.  Glenlyon, 

108 

97 

•  a  . 

117 

102  17  10 

13  11  11 

•  •• 

4.  Kenmore, 

160 

116 

•  >. 

138 

70     .     8 

29    3    6 

•  •• 

5.  Killin,     . 

228 

203 

•  «  • 

207 

109     .     . 

48  15  10 

••• 

6.  Lawers,  . 

126 

114 

.•« 

•  ■• 

53    1    7 

17  14  11 

•  •• 

7.  Logierait, 

179 

159 

... 

133 

77    4  10 

23    7    5 

9  la  :^ 

8.  StrathfiUan,     . 

86 

80 

•  •• 

96 

61.10    6 

9  18    8 

••• 

9.  Tummelbridge, 

80 

100 

... 

108 

60  11    6 

15  19    3 

••■ 

10.  Fortingal, 

118 

109 

.  •  . 

•  ■  • 

59    4     . 

21  12    8 

••• 

BrechiiL 

» 

1.  Brechin— East, 

477 

445 

417 

425 

253    4  10 

136    9  11 

56  19  9 

2.                   West,      . 

660 

664 

684 

680 

364  14    2 

196    .    5 

73    1    i' 

TABLE  NO. 

in.  . 

6/ 

Hembxbship. 

CONOREOATIOMAL  FlTlTDS. 

PRESBTTERIEa. 

SustcntAtion 
Fond,  1875. 

« 

1867. 

1868. 

1874. 

1875. 

Onlinary 
ColleetioQS. 

Seat-rents. 

£     8.    d. 

£     «.     d. 

£     «.     d 

3.  Craig,      . 
i.  Edidl,    . 

320 

313 

333 

353 

114  10    1 

74    9    4 

•  •• 

260 

233 

193 

183 

37    2    9 

32    6    4 

6    7     . 

5.  Lochlee, . 

•  •• 

137 

114 

113 

61  18  10 

17     .  11 

•  •• 

6.  Logiepert, 

244 

226 

236 

249  ' 

243           .            a 

88  19    8 

••• 

7.  Maiyton, 

117 

144 

114 

124 

106  10    6 

42  10    9 

20  19     . 

8.  Menmuir, 

118 

120 

122 

123 

86  13  10 

34  10    8 

3  11     . 

9.  Montrose,  St.  George' 

s     700 

650 

578 

557 

161  12    4 

119     .     3 

67  19    9 

la                  St.  John's 

,      724 

700 

657 

639  . 

369    5    7  ' 

248  18    1 

131  11  11 

11.                  St.  Paul's, 
Caithness. 

255 

268 

302 

301 

133  14  10 

91     4  10 

.33  17  11 

1.  Berriedale, 

242 

■•• 

••■ 

aa. 

67    7    6 

41    4    8 

55  11    9 

2.  Bower,    . 

«•« 

..  ■ 

••• 

399 

109  16    1 

39  14    2 

24    4     . 

3.  Bman,    . 

266 

.«• 

••• 

360 

96  10    7 

18  10  10 

45     .      . 

4.  Canisbay, 

200 

230 

a*. 

360 

91    3    8 

15    3    9 

21  19     . 

5.  Dunnet,  . 

332 

•  •• 

•  •• 

•  •  • 

100     .     . 

15     .     . 

35        a        . 

6.  Halkirk, . 

376 

•  •• 

•  «• 

468 

135    5  10 

59  12     . 

36    8  11 

7.  Latheron, 

332 

■•  • 

■  ta 

■  •* 

92  18    6 

31    9  10 

68  17     . 

8.  Lybster,  . 

9.  Olrig,      . 

500 

•  •  • 

*•• 

•  •  • 

55     .     . 

60  14    8 

112  11    2 

400 

•  •  • 

•  a. 

372 

101     .     . 

32  15    9 

30     .     6 

10.  Pulteneytown, 

572 

•  •  • 

aa. 

345 

158  16    6 

109  19    3 

71  14    3 

11.  Reay,       . 

400 

•  ■  • 

aaa 

•  •  • 

150     .     . 

41     .     . 

38    3    6 

;  12.  Thurso— First, 

666 

■    • 

... 

684 

270  18  10 

161     1     6 

189  19    6 

13.                 West, 

234 

224 

•  •  • 

294 

156            ,            a 

107     1    2 

54    8    9 

14.  Watten,  . 

300 

•  •  • 

•  •• 

360 

100     .     . 

37    1     . 

51  18    6 

15.  Westerdale,     . 

146 

■  tt  • 

•  •  • 

240 

76    6    9 

21  12    1 

33  13    3 

.  16.  Wick,      . 

.       666 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

747 

203  11     . 

152     .     7 

162    9    6 

17.  Keiss, 

Chanonry. 

200 

•  •  • 

•  a  ■ 

•  •  • 

60     .      . 

17    4    1 

17  13    1 

1.  Avoch,    . 

194 

194 

•  •■ 

ISO 

93    6    6 

34    4    5 

■  •  • 

2.  Cronwffty; 

500 

580 

•  «• 

^77 

283    8    1 

108    1    4 

42    8    9 

i   3.  Fortrose, 

400 

434 

•  •• 

228 

131  16    8 

59    5    4 

37  17    6 

4.  Killeamaji, 

332 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

336 

72  14    9 

37  13    4 

•  •  • 

1  5.  Knockbain, 

432 

554 

•  •  • 

•  ■  • 

102    4    8 

53  15  11 

•  •  « 

6.  Resolis,    . 
Cnpar. 

.    . 

•  •  • 

•  •• 

27? 

85    5    6     33    6    9 

•  •  • 

• 

1.  Ahdie,  etc.,     . 

.       187 

185 

163 

161 

125  16  10 

33    3    8 

•  •  • 

2.  Auchtermuchty, 

.       180 

209 

183 

167 

83    4    2 

46  19    8 

■  •  • 

3.  Ceres,      .         . 

193 

200 

140 

161 

95     .     9 

40     .     . 

■  ■  • 

4.  Collessie, 

169 

186 

215 

215 

118     .     7 

63  17    4 

tt  •  I 

5.  Cupar,     . 

.       728 

722 

672 

692 

444  18  11 

168     1     3 

99     .     6 

6.  Bairsie,   . 

.        185 

202 

174 

180 

112  18    6 

54    1  11 

•  •  ■ 

7.  Falkland, 

121 

116 

101 

106 

60    6    1 

31  10    8 

•  •  ■ 

8.  Flisk  and  Criech, 

.        110 

117 

98 

114 

72    1     7 

24  15    9 

•  •  • 

9.  Kettle  and  Cults, 

186 

186 

156 

169 

94    3    2 

43  10    4 

•  •  • 

.  10.  Logic  and  Gauldryj 

164 

157 

154 

133 

78    3    2 

20    5    3 

2    8     . 

11.  Monimail, 
Dalkeith. 

137 

120 

90 

89 

60    9    2 

21     7    6 

•  •  • 

1.  Carlops,  . 

93 

86 

102 

97 

70         a         . 

28  10  11 

•  •  • 

2.  Cockenzie, 

.       201 

194 

229 

229 

115     .      . 

75  17  10 

16  15    6 

3.  Cockpen, 

.       278 

270 

267 

273 

203    3     . 

108  14    5 

121     5    0 
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TABLE  KO.  in. 


MXMBEBSHIP. 

CosroBBOAnoirAL  Pi'Koa. 

v%T%  T90  u  vrii  u^  T^a 

Snstentatioii 

FRESBYTEaI£S. 

Fund,  1876. 

1867. 

186& 

1874. 

1875. 

Ordinary 
Collection's. 

Beat-rents. 

£      8, 

d. 

£     g,     d. 

£    $.    d. 

4.  Dalkeith, 

460 

471 

454 

457 

260    4 

1 

180    2     . 

80    3    . 

5.  Loanhead, 

220 

237 

353 

«■« 

133     . 

• 

61  13    1 

53    3   3 

6.  Musselburgh,  . 

340 

330 

267 

270 

205    9 

3 

125    1  11 

74  11    7 

7.  Pennicuik, 

290 

287 

318 

340 

404    4  10 

81  12    6 

•  ■  • 

8.  Koslin,    . 

152 

148 

150 

149 

86  14  10 

29  10     . 

39   7   6 

9.  Stobhill,  . 

98 

125 

HI 

161 

87    1 

1 

39    8     . 

3  14   6 

10,  Temple,  . 

111 

103 

90 

93 

75  15 

J^ 

24  11    4 

15  12    . 

Deer. 

1.  aola,      . 

130 

129 

141 

145 

170    . 

• 

63     .     . 

23  10   3 

2.  Fraserburgh,   . 

362 

369 

402 

368 

195  12 

3 

108  19  11 

57    9   6 

3.  Longside, 

154 

158 

148 

142 

71  10 

. 

31  10  10 

9  17    . 

4.  New  Deer, 

283 

256 

253 

250 

147    2 

2 

41    5    9 

■  •  • 

6.  New  Pitsligo, , 

167 

•  •  • 

128 

129 

70     . 

• 

20    9  11 

7    2    . 

6.  Old  Deer, 

270 

252 

226 

207 

118  11 

1 

33  14     . 

10    2    . 

7.  Peterhead, 

685 

685 

672 

530 

157    8 

4 

127    6    2 

99    7   4 

8.  PitsUgo,  . 

153 

153 

149 

148 

77  12 

• 

38    9    4 

9    .    6 

9.  EAthen,  . 

156 

165 

149 

150 

111    4 

3 

32  13    9 

11  11    . 

10.  Strichen, 

148 

139 

165 

174 

89  13 

B 

53  14    6 

13    1   9 

11.  St  Fergus,      , 

194 

186 

169 

164 

91    6 

• 

31     1    5 

11    2   1 

12.  Peterhead,  Territoria 
Dingwall. 

1 

... 

■  •  « 

124 

96    4 

7 

70    6    3 

17  17   6 

• 

1.  Alness,    . 

332 

300 

330 

137  10 

• 

57  17    6 

•  •• 

2.  Dinffwall. 

3.  Fodderty, 

666 

534 

519 

290     . 

• 

259  15  11 

176  14  6 

332 

416 

369 

224    1 

4 

81    6     . 

•  •• 

4.  Kilmorack, 

360 

366 

.» 

363, 

151    8 

• 

57  15  11 

•■  • 

6.  Kilteam, 

•  •• 

334 

300 

73  14 

3 

48  18  10 

••• 

6.  Maryburgh, 

•  •• 

134 

225 

116  16 

• 

74  18    3 

•  •• 

7.  Urquhart, 

S|? 

52° 

360 

149    2 

7 

61  19    6 

•  •• 

8.  Urray,     . 

J66 

480 

5^0 

127     . 

• 

76    5    3 

•  ■ « 

Dornoch. 

1.  Assynt,   . 

100 

•  •  • 

•  •• 

•221 

85  13 

6 

8  12  11 

•  •• 

2.  Clyne,     . 

400 

•  ■  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

122  16 

6 

45    5     . 

•  •• 

3.  Criech,    . 

320 

314 

•  •• 

270 

137     . 

• 

57  14     . 

•  •• 

4.  Dornoch, 

580 

534 

•  •• 

•  ■  • 

170     . 

• 

85  11    2 

117    8    . 

6.  Golspie,  . 

332 

316 

•  •• 

264 

78    2 

3 

48    7  10 

22  10  4 

6.  Helmsdale,      . 

600 

400 

•  •  • 

246 

114  10 

9 

68    2    1 

•  ■• 

7.  Lairg, 

•  ■  * 

236 

•  «  • 

•  •  • 

65     . 

• 

39    7    8 

•  *• 

8.  Rogart,   . 

300 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

■  •  • 

95  10 

6 

41    7     . 

•  •• 

9.  Rosehall, 

200 

200 

■  •• 

342 

70    . 

• 

31  10    3 

■  •* 

10.  Stoer,      . 

'3f 

.  ??^ 

••• 

• 

•  •  • 

49  10 

J__ 

15    4    4 

•  •  • 

DttmtMirton. 

1.  Alexandria,     . 

273 

290 

283 

284 

409    8 

9 

156    2    7 

•  ft* 

2.  Arrochar, 

73 

72 

73 

72 

93    1 

3 

73  12  11 

•  •• 

3.  Baldemock, 

92 

111 

98 

102 

97    2 

• 

49  16  10 

10  12    • 

4.  Bonhill,  . 

166 

165 

190 

213 

159     . 

5 

64    1  11 

12  15 

5.  Cardross, 

83 

100 

84 

91 

167    9 

■ 

63  15    6 

23    3   « 

6.  Dumbarton,     . 

477 

516 

383 

416 

445  14 

2 

201  13    3 

142  15   9 

7.  Dnntooher, 

180 

149 

160 

164 

83    5 

7 

60    6    2 

■  •• 

8.  Helensburgh — Park, 

333 

361 

455 

465 

562  15 

2 

227  15    3 

258  15    6 

9.                           West, 

470 

452 

428 

425 

637  14  11 

223     .    8 

243    1    • 

TABLE  HO.  m. 
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Ck>90BB0ATI0VAL  FUITDB. 

PRESBTTKBIE& 

StLBtentatlon 
Fund,  1875. 

1 

""  1 

1867. 

1868. 

1874 

1876. 

Ordinuy 
CollectioiiB. 

Seat-rmtB. 

£     «. 

d. 

£     «. 

d 

£     «.     d. 

10.  Killeani, 

120 

130 

116 

114 

82    9 

5 

33  18 

2 

•  •  • 

11.  Lun, 

70 

72 

60 

51 

62    2 

6 

18  15  10  1 

1     .      . 

12.  Old  Kilpatrick,        . 

276 

307 

265 

294 

152  17 

8 

103  12 

2 

71  11     . 

la  Benton,  . 

125 

120 

100 

100 

60  12 

• 

43    6 

5 

•  •  • 

14               Gaelic, 

i66 

170 

150 

126 

143  14 

« 

59  18 

5 

31  19    6 

15.  Boseneath, 

121 

115 

144 

157 

157  12 

6 

68  15 

10 

33    9    3 

16.  Sbindon, 

17.  Dumbarton,  St  Jamee' 

140 

94 

100 

78 

124  12 

6 

85    1 

5 

56    4     . 

•  •  • 

•  ■  • 

•  •  • 

168 

142    6 

6 

115  17 

3 

71     .     1 

18.  Garelochhead, 

•  •  • 

•  ■  • 

-    75 

93 

151     5 

• 

101    5  11 

65  14     . 

19.  Strathblane,    . 
Dumfries. 

43 

40 

73 

68 

77    1 

J^ 

29     . 

JB_ 

4     .     . 

1.  Dalbeattie,      . 

217 

197 

221 

216 

111    6 

4 

52    2 

2 

•  •  ■ 

2.  Damfries, 

550 

568 

530 

.518 

265  12 

7 

174    3 

2 

45  18    3 

3.  Dunsoore, 

365 

331 

242 

230 

127    4 

3 

40  15 

8 

•  «  • 

4.  Ironeray, 

5.  Kirkbean, 

152 

136 

125 

122 

93  12 

4 

19    9 

3 

■  •  • 

150 

153 

141 

150 

79  11 

10 

25     . 

6 

«  •  • 

6.  Eirkmahoe,     . 

195 

184 

169 

173 

106  13 

6 

28    9 

1 

•  •• 

7.  Kirkpatrick-Bnrham, 

178 

166 

134 

127 

65     . 

6 

19    1 

6 

•  •  • 

8.  Mazwelltown, 

520 

485 

498 

603 

220  16 

• 

118  19 

6 

33     .     . 

9.  Buthwell, 

10.  Glencaple, 

11.  Conock, . 

163 

168 

151 

150 

88    4 

8 

28    6 

2 

• 
«  «  • 

101 

•  «  • 

83 

83 

80    2 

6 

21  14 

6 

12    6    8 

106 

■  •  • 

109 

114 

146  11 

3 

19    7 

2 

«  •  • 

12:  Dalton,    . 

87 

•  •  ■ 

67 

65 

80     . 

• 

24  15 

8 

«  •  • 

13.  Dnmfries,  Territorial, 

147 

210 

335 

395 

157  14 

5 

76    2 

6 

11  17    1 

11  Lochend,  etc., 
Dunblane. 

•  ■  • 

■  •  • 

106 

114 

127  19 

J_ 

47    7 

8 

•  •  • 

1.  Balquhidder,  . 

120 

126 

100 

110 

71  19 

1 

39    4 

1 

•  ■  • 

2.  Bri^e  of  Allan,      . 

250 

301 

294 

307 

182    4  11 

212    7 

8 

76  10    6 

3.  Bucluyvie, 

•*. 

72 

59 

57 

57     . 

• 

6    9 

2 

•  •  • 

4.  Callander. 

378 

357 

366 

345 

236  19 

■ 

156     . 

2 

•  •  • 

5.  Dunblane, 

324 

335 

314 

284 

124  19 

9 

102  18 

11 

18    9    3 

6.  Gartmore, 

100 

98 

87 

92 

67  10 

• 

29  19 

• 

•  •  • 

7.  Kilmadock, 

421 

411 

428 

418 

200  19 

8 

112    9 

8 

71    1    9 

8.  Kippen,  . 

134 

141 

128 

121 

66  17  10 

32    8 

• 

•  •  • 

9.  Norrieaton,      , 

170 

156 

145 

139 

78    5 

• 

34    3 

1 

•  •  • 

10.  Tillicoultry,    , 

225 

217 

218 

256 

140  17  10 

75  13 

3 

•  •  • 

Dundee. 

1.  Abemjte,  etc., 

2.  Brooghty  Feny,  East 

3.  West, 

128 

133 

120 

135 

142    8 

9 

30  14 

• 

•  •  • 

218 

245 

263 

279 

671    3 

8 

225  16 

8 

144     .      . 

560 

529 

581 

600 

534    6 

5 

346    3 

3 

181     5    4 

4.  Dundee— Albert  Sq., 

180 

181 

162 

164 

127    5 

6 

107  11 

3 

67    2     . 

5.             Ohalmen, 

275 

373 

246 

273 

105     . 

■ 

72  15  10 

53  17    6 

6.             Ghanelshade, 
7*             Bndnope, 

635 

645 

610 

640 

323  10 

9 

192  13 

• 

151    8  10 

400 

419 

452 

435 

180    7 

7 

117  13 

• 

93     .     3 

&             Hilltown, 

930 

965 

932 

1005 

406     . 

9 

272  14 

9 

214  10  10 

9.             8t  Andrew's, 

860 

859 

836 

850 

345    6 

5 

192    9 

2 

176    6     . 

10.             St  David's,  . 

•  «  • 

338 

341 

336 

192    8 

8 

123  17 

7 

72    3    9 

11.             St  John's,    . 

533 

663 

560 

684 

388  19 

8 

176  12  11 

165     .     . 

12.             St  Paul's,     . 

540 

532 

625 

625 

1010 15 

7 

250  11 

4 

209    3    6 

13.             St  Peter's,   . 

750 

822 

771 

843 

373  13 

5 

252  12  11 

251  14    9 

1-c. 
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TABLE  NO.  m. 


MZMBEBSHIP. 

COMHWATIOirAL  FUHSI. 

Sttftentation 

1867. 

186& 

1874. 

187& 

Fond,  1876. 

Ordixuuy 
CoUections. 

Smt-itntf. 

£     «. 

d 

£     9,     d. 

£    M.    d. 

14.              Wallacetown 

,       240 

305 

300 

270 

125    7 

1 

72     .    10 

65    2   6 

16.             WeUgate, 

264 

•  •  ■ 

295 

318 

111     7 

9 

95  11     6 

48  10   3 

16.              WilliRon, 

580 

570 

576 

570 

370    6 

4 

170  10    8 

149    3    . 

17.  LifF. 

.        133 

130 

131 

138 

121  18 

7 

34    3    2 

10    .    . 

18.  Lochee,   . 

370 

354 

338 

342 

140     . 

« 

86    2    6 

57    .  11 

19.  Longf organ,     . 

183 

177 

163 

155 

302  19 

4 

41  13    9 

25  14    . 

20.  Mains,     . 

167 

167 

134 

133 

115    5 

9 

44    3    4 

21    8    3 

21.  Monifieth, 

175 

149 

120 

121 

86     . 

• 

31  18    4 

11  13   4 

22.  Monikie, 

149 

148 

126 

129 

98    7  10 

44    7     1 

11    8   6 

23.  Tealing,  . 

24.  Dundee,  Bonnet  Hi] 

193 

193 

164 

160 

129     . 

8 

29    8    9 

12    8    4 

■Xa                 •  •  • 

•  •  • 

277 

306 

124  15 

4 

81  15    6 

48  10    • 

25.                   M*Cheyne, 

■  •  • 

•  •  • 

311 

379 

306    1 

10 

196    6    3 

127  17    3 

26.  Monifieth— South,  , 
Dunfermline. 

»                   •  •  • 

•  •  ft 

140 

•  ■  • 

119    6 

11 

57     1     8 

34  14    6 

■ 

1 

1.  Aberdour, 

215 

200 

165 

167 

93  12 

• 

83    6  10 

ft  •• 

2.  Carnock, 

122 

114 

87 

89 

37  17 

8 

19  12    6 

«•  ft 

3.  Dunfermline,  Abbe^ 

fy          506 

478 

522 

529 

285     . 

1 

141  11     2 

123    8   6 

4.            North  Church 

,       230 

288 

333 

354 

130     . 

• 

135    6  10 

86    5   3 

5.            St.  Andrew's, 

309 

294 

297 

297 

148  10 

6 

106    6    3 

92    9   6 

6.  Saline,     . 

168 

170 

169 

188 

124    1 

5 

41  16  11 

« « • 

7.  Torrybam, 

189 

186 

126 

124 

65    3 

5 

31     3  10 

«•• 

8.  Tulliallan, 

9.  Culross,  . 

Doakeld. 

242 

224 

170 

168 

132  15 

3 

50    4     1 

•  •• 

90 

92 

119 

121 

121    4 

• 

65    1     4 

12  12   6 

1.  Auchtergaven, 

2.  Bkir-Athole,   . 

141 

139 

110 

116 

61  18 

3 

20  15  10 

16    2    . 

1                   ••• 

162 

•  •• 

ft  • « 

41  16 

ft 

29    1     7 

•  ■  • 

3.  Burrelton, 

141 

142 

123 

123 

69  19 

5 

37  13    3 

18    1    • 

4.  Cargill,    . 

265 

252 

224 

213 

120     . 

• 

36  14    2 

18    9   6 

6.  Clunie,    . 

.       220 

215 

194 

185 

106    6 

• 

30  14     . 

24    . 

6.  Dalffuise,  etc., 

7.  Dunk  eld, 

156 

155 

118 

116 

63    3 

6 

14  17  10 

•  •  • 

265 

230 

225 

222 

109  14 

4 

50    3    4 

20  11    6 

8.  Kirkmichael,  . 

128 

125 

151 

150 

75  13 

7 

48  12  11 

9  17  11 

9.  Lethendy, 

107 

83 

95 

98 

73  14 

7 

22    1     4 

5    ..  9 

10.  Moulin,  . 
Dnnoon  and  Inyerary 

240 

208 

202 

208 

136    7 

3 

110    4    8 

25    . 

1.  Dunoon,  . 

238 

275 

•  •• 

365 

264    7 

5 

250    7    7 

153  15   6 

2.  Innellan, 

'                   •  •  • 

58 

•  •• 

79 

157    3 

6 

156  10  10 

65    1 

3.  Inverary, 

155 

180 

•  •• 

159 

71    4  11 

39  16    6 

8  11    6 

4.  Kilnnnan, 

148 

176 

•  •• 

I9S 

93  11 

• 

22  19    8 

•  •  ft 

o.  Kmnartin, 

86 

I  JO 

•  •• 

150 
69 

114    3 

4 

26    1    9 

•  ft  • 

6.  Kilmodan, 

0V            *^  •* 

66 

•  ■  • 

38     . 

« 

12  13    6 

ft  •• 

7.  Kilmun, 

134 

144 

•  •• 

132 

131    6 

7 

71  19    1 

11  14   6 

8.  Kingarth, 

9.  Lochgilphead, 

10.  North  Bute,    . 

11.  North  Knapdale,     . 

12.  Rothe8ay--]Pree,     . 

*                   •■• 

86 

•  •• 

114 

182  11 

5 

85  16  10 

62  12 

332 

«  •  • 

232 
492 

334 
123 
200 

487 

276 
92 

177 
470 

114  16 
78  12 
73    6 

463    6 

2 
6 
6 
5 

83    9    5 

56    8  10 

15    9  11 

232  13    2 

42  15 
15    2   6 

89  14    . 

TABLB  HO. 

m. 

ri 

Mbmbkbship. 

Softantatlon 

COMORBOATIOHAL  FUVM. 

Fund,  1875. 

1807. 

1808. 

1874 

1875. 

Ordinary 
CoUections. 

Beat-rents. 

£  0.  d 

£  s. 

d 

£  «.  d 

13.         Gaelic,  . 

200 

146 

•  •• 

174 

90  18  4 

77  6 

9 

34  6  . 

14.         West,  . 

530 

539 

•  •• 

450 

360  18  5 

213  17 

2 

102  16  . 

15.  Strachnr, 

16.  Minard,  . 

i66 

144 

•  •• 

ISO 

85  9  . 

22  12 

8 

•  a  • 

•  •  • 

76 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

61  12  . 

12  15 

9 

17.  Ardrishaig, 

•  •• 

•  •  • 

•  ■  • 

•  •• 

57  .  . 

33  8 

4 

12  i'i  9 

18.  South  Kingarth,   . 

•  •  • 

•  •  ■ 

•  •  • 

•  •• 

100  ,  . 

33  1 

10 

•  •  • 

19.  Sandbank,   . 
Dimse  and  Chinmde. 

•  •  • 

43 

«  •  • 

•  •• 

114  .  . 

94  IL 

_4_ 

37  15  . 

1.  Allanton, 

240 

222 

177 

201 

159  9  . 

56  11 

3 

•  •  • 

2.  Dunse,  . 

336 

278 

323 

312 

185  10  4 

86  3 

3 

•  •  a 

3.  Eyemouth, 

195 

163 

170 

170 

138  2  3 

60  14 

6 

»  a 

4.  Greenlaw, 

265 

271 

263 

253 

131  19  9 

41  . 

6 

•  •  • 

5.  Houndwood,  , 

270 

301 

260 

266 

157  9  2 

34  5 

9 

•  a  • 

!  6.  Langton, 

127 

134 

129 

129 

122  .  6 

20  19 

• 

•  •  • 

7.  Mordington,  . 

133 

93 

108 

103 

60  2  . 

17  14 

9 

*  a  • 

8.  Swinton, 

270 

268 

208 

202 

109  12  6 

42  11 

9 

0 
•  a  • 

9.  Longformacos, 
Edinbnrgii. 

102 

100 

100 

99 

87  19  3 

24  1 

5 

•  •  • 

• 

1.  Colinton,  etc. 

145 

154 

261 

266 

223  .  10 

103  3 

6 

7  14  1 

L   Corstorphine,  . 

160 

163 

182 

2oe 

159  17  7 

81  10 

4 

80  6  . 

3.  Cramond, 

175 

160 

163 

160 

118  14  10 

36  9 

7 

4.  Edinburgh — Barclay, 

5.  Bnccdeuch, 

978 

1102 

1149 

1172 

1400  14  4 

527  17 

2 

556  6  6 

275 

294 

272 

274 

225  .  6 

148  16 

6 

119  10  . 

0.   Chahners,  . 

7.  Cowgate,  . 

8.  Dean, 

9.  Grange, 

10.   Grey&iars', 
•11.   Hidi, 

906 

1040 

988 

1098 

225  11  2 

173  16 

5 

205  10  6 

630 

743 

•  •  ■ 

1004 

159  5  11 

129  13 

7 

139  12  . 

270 

269 

282 

282 

167  16  11 

76  2 

6 

90  11  . 

220 

352 

580 

Gil 

723  1  1 

352  7 

2 

433  7  . 

320 

304 

481 

468 

296  3  11 

215  4 

6 

197  3  . 

694 

747 

633 

617 

1118  .  8 

315  16 

3 

471  16  6 

12.   Holyrood,  . 
,  1.3.   Knox's, 

410 

403 

•  •  • 

364 

138  .  8 

76  11 

7 

79  6  6 

300 

280 

•  •  • 

305 

82  19  11 

66  19 

8 

65  11  6 

I  14.   Lady  Glenorchy's, 

621 

542 

558 

585 

452  5  . 

199  2 

6 

205  13  . 

i  15.   M*Crie,   . 

355 

331 

321 

342 

156  2  11 

104  6 

141  10  6 

.  i<>.   Momingside, 

'  160 

172 

193 

224 

288  13  '9 

153  2 

3 

126  10  6 

u.   Newington, 

IS.   New  Nort.h,   . 

19.  Pilrig, 

20.  Pleaaance,  . 

21.  Rosebnm,  . 

22.  Roxbuigb, 

23.  St  Anc&ew's,  . 

24.  St  Bernard's,  . 

730 

720 

740 

701 

369  10  6 

254  16 

6 

274  9  6 

544 

576 

575 

601 

989  2  3 

361  8 

• 

392  1  6 

450 

446 

487 

509 

422  5  11 

224  4 

5 

197  12  . 

677 

767 

801 

857 

150  13  7 

115  2  11 

28  3  . 

51 

140 

220 

230 

253  1  9 

110  19  10 

105  1  6 

410 

403 

•  •  • 

290 

117  10  11 

124  9 

1 

97  17  . 

552 

504 

522 

427 

1299  18  . 

333  14 

4 

293  12  9 

546 

601 

523 

546 

296  12  7 

156  14 

8 

253  9  . 

-«>.   St  Colnmba's,  . 

26.  St  Outhbcrt's,  . 

27.  St  David's, 

28.  St  George's,   . 
2ii.   St  John%    . 
30.   St  Luke's, 

3K   St  MaiVs, 

32.  St  Pauf  C.    . 

33.  St  Peter's, 

488 

497 

423 

474 

210  4  1 

208  15 

4 

254  14  6 

363 

352 

421 

463 

271  14  9 

166  15 

3 

115  19  . 

495 

593 

737 

808 

224  4  9 

216  6 

8 

235  14  . 

910 

825 

821 

855 

4400  .  . 

879  3 

■ 

869  2  6 

758 

536 

378 

380 

374  17  11 

194  3 

11 

210  19  . 

600 

637 

482 

483 

646  13  1 

202  12 

9 

168  10  . 

555 
661 

553 
584 

520 
501 

517 
530 

620  10  8 
274  18  2 

222  15  11 
237  3  2 

259  13  6 
219  19  . 

656 

991 

1012 

1042 

444  12  4 

360  17 

1 

381  4  . 

12 


TABLE  NO.  lU. 


PBESBTTERIEa 

Mkmbebship. 

Siutentation 
Fond,  1876. 

CoifORXOATioxAL  Fuxn. 

1867. 

186a 

1874. 

1876. 

Ordinary 
Collectiona. 

SMt-ieDta. 

34a        St.  Stephen's,     . 

35.  Stockbridge, 

36.  Tolbooth,  . 

37.  Tron, 

3a  Leith    North, 

39.  South, 

40.  St.  John's,   . . 

41.  St.  Ninian's, 

42.  Liberton, 
4a  Kewhaven, 

44.  Portobello,      . 

45.  Ratho,     . 

46.  Edin. — Gowsatehead 

47.  Fountainbridge, . 
4a        Moray,       , 

Elgin. 

1.  Alves,     . 

2.  Burahead, 

a  Elgin— High,  . 

4.  South, 

5.  Gannouth, 

6.  Hopeman, 

7.  LoesieTnouth,  . 
a  Pluscarden,     . 
9.  Urquhart, 

Ellon. 
1.  Cruden,  . 
.2.  Ellon,      . 
a  Foveran, 

4.  Methlic,  . 

5.  New  Machar,  • 

6.  Old  Meldrum, 

7.  Udny,     . 

8.  Shuns,     . 

Fordoun. 

1.  Benholm, 

2.  Bervie,    . 

3.  Fettercaim,     . 

4.  Fordoun, 

5.  Glenbervie, 

6.  Kinneff,  . 

7.  Laurencekirk, 
a  Mazykirk, 

9.  St.  Cyrus, 

10.  StoncQiaven,    . 

Fordyce. 

1.  Banff,      a 

2.  Boyndie, 
a  Buckie,   a 

555 

•  •  • 

654 
303 
869 
314 
349 
300 
203 
500 
410 
206 

533 

•  ■  • 

615 
310 
860 
307 
406 
327 
211 
500 
409 
212 

460 
689 
494 
313 
956 
271 
479 
360 
249 
699 
452 
208 

481 
717 
484 
318 
1030 
284 
506 
391 
252 
579 
472 
202 

£    8.  d. 
696    9    1 
386    8  10 
775  19    4 
160     .    . 
582    4    6 
159    2    9 
190     .    7 

77     .    . 
208    5    4 
219    5    7 
342  12    5 
151  14    . 

£     «.     d 
227  12    1 
221    7    2 
208    4    6 

81  19    2 
247  18     . 
119    5    3 
167  11    9 

65     .     8 

85  13    7 
143  13    5 
166    8     . 

47    6    6 

£    a    d 
206    5    . 
235  16   9 
311    2    . 

81  19   6 
514  17    . 

81  11    . 
221    8    6 

46  13    6 

81    2    . 
218  13   6 
252  14    6 

•  •• 

,       90 

•  ■  • 

190 

•  •  • 
■  •  • 

262 

•  •  • 
«  •  • 

268 

••• 

288 
338 

62  12    5 
108  17    5 
104    5    2 

43    4    3 

47  16  10 
78  19    5 

«  •  • 

33  17    . 

49  18   7 

101 
279 
739 
254 
225 
221 
234 
137 
295 

154 
334 
730 
283 
233 
400 
^ 
164 
268 

aaa 
aa. 
U9m 
aaa 
aa. 
a.* 
•  aa 
... 
... 

180 

829 
290 
216 
342 
234 

240 

125     .     . 
122     .     . 
312    1    3 
116    1     . 
150     .     . 
128  15     . 
Ill  18    6 
78     .     . 
120  12    7 

34    6  11 
84    5     . 
218    2  10 
140  17     1 
49    2     . 
96     .  11 
60    7    4 
21     1     4 
42  18     5 

68  13   6 
209  12   3 
99    .    6 
44  17   6 
75  17    . 
30    .    . 
28  12   6 

••• 

27  15   6 
22    2   6 
8  12   6 
18  14    . 
18  13   9 
32    3    . 
36  12    . 

475 
232 
115 
263 
440 
450 
278 

414 
227 
123 
251 
412 
430 
260 

408 
180 
120 
248 
351 
459 
240 

407 
182 
123 
240 
311 
447 
241 

157     .     . 
72  14    6 
83    3     . 
122    '     . 
166    6    1 
180    8    2 
135     .     . 

63  12     1 
34  18  11 
41  10    2 
28  12  10 
48  19    3 
85    1     2 
50    4  10 

51 

55 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

86    2    1 

23  17  11 

6  17    . 

6    8   9 

... 
1    1   8 

••• 
•  •  • 

16  15    . 

4  14    . 

16  13   3 

51  17    6_ 

81  19   3 

9    3    . 

3710   « 

214 
96 
180 
180 
139 
135 
200 
178 
254 
295 

219 
100 
192 
190 
138 
122 
172 
188 
231 
300 

208 
98 
164 
183 
129 
117 
175 
158 
201 
287 

191 
90 
154 
169 
144 

ia3 

172 
147 
190 
284 

80    4     . 
30    8     . 
50    8    1 
93    4    6 
97  14     . 
60  13    8 
95    9     . 
80    1  10 
101    5    2 
136    9    6 

52    8    7 
20  17     . 
44    6    4 
47  19  11 
41  10    2 
20  14    7 
39    5    6 
31    7  10 
44  15     . 
78  13    4 

628 
148 
270 

640 
151 

•  •  • 

638 
147 
422 

582 
143 
510 

298  13    8 
76  12  10 
81    8    2 

168    9    8 
41  17  11 
72  13    3 

TABLE  KO.  III. 
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CoiroaniATiDKAL  Fwdb. 

FRESBTTERIE8. 

SoBtentation 
Fund,  187S. 

1867. 

1808. 

1874 

1875. 

Ordinary 
CoIlectioDB. 

Seat-rents. 

£    «. 

d. 

• 

£«.({. 

4.  Calleii,    . 

244 

208 

235 

240 

95     . 

• 

78  15    4 

32    3    . 

5.  Deskford, 

119 

116 

109 

109 

60    2 

6 

18    3    3 

•  •• 

6.  Enzie, 

204 

215 

218 

223 

93  17 

4 

36     .     8 

43  12    . 

7.  OrdiqnhxU, 

205 

194 

227 

244 

93    9 

• 

49  11     . 

22  16    9 

8.  Portsoy,  . 

9.  Portaockie,     • 

Forfar, 

270 

278 

303 

273 

123    1 

10 

67  15    8 

53  12    3 

56 

58 

•  •  ■ 

101 

40     . 

» 

24    6    1 

7  12    6 

1.  Aberlemno,     . 

145 

145 

146 

143 

97    3 

6 

19    8     . 

6  17     . 

2.  Dunnichen, 

252 

225 

207 

208 

103  17 

1 

58  11    5 

16  15    6 

a  Forfar— First  Church 

870 

785 

732 

715 

278    3 

5 

182  15  10 

79     .     . 

4.                East  Church, 

254 

308 

274 

282 

109    8 

11 

71  17    5 

35  15    9 

5.  Kennettles,     . 

•  •• 

94 

83 

71 

60  10 

4 

28  15  10 

5    2    6 

6.  Kirriemuir— North, 

280 

280 

237 

249 

98  15 

• 

59     .     8 

21  10    9 

7.                        South, 

530 

480 

340 

327 

128  10 

• 

87  16    4 

28    9    9 

8.  MemuB,  .        •        . 

137 

123 

121 

128 

141    4 

• 

35    3    8 

9     .     6 

Forres. 

1.  Dallas,     . 

121 

164 

•■■ 

144 

73  18 

• 

37  17    3 

11  12    . 

2.  Dyke,       . 

115 

202 

• .  • 

»59 

81    3 

4 

29  19  11 

24    8    9 

3.  EdiukilHe,       . 

107 

180 

•  •  • 

141 

76     . 

• 

22  19    7 

21    8    9 

4.  Forres,     . 

318 

504 

•  a. 

426 

213  12 

2 

143  11     1 

70  13     . 

5.  Kinloss,  . 

187 

242 

... 

141 

75    7 

1 

47    7    3 

46  18  11 

6.  Rafford,  . 

172 

266 

•  •• 

237 

93  10 

• 

44    1  10 

•  •  • 

Garioch. 

1.  Blairdaff, 

130 

153 

100 

104 

60    4  10 

15  11    4 

•  •• 

Z  Culsahnond,    . 

220 

200 

180 

192 

68    7 

2 

29  17    6 

26    7     . 

3.  Garioch,  . 

286 

282 

249 

242 

125  10 

5 

37    8    9 

17  15    6 

4.  Insch, 

254 

284 

240 

222 

120    3 

5 

40  13    5 

29    1    9 

6.  Inverurie, 

440 

469 

451 

458 

205    7  10 

119  19  10 

41  10    3 

6.  Kiutore, . 

307 

290 

235 

219 

118     . 

• 

58    2     . 

•  •  • 

7.  Leslie,     . 

160 

155 

180 

176 

90  13 

5 

35    9    7 

19    4     . 

8.  Oyne, 

197 

198 

194 

174 

75     . 

• 

29  10    8 

18    5    9 

9.  Rayne,    • 

253 

221 

210 

190 

72     . 

• 

10    1     . 

22  16     . 

10.  Kemuay, 

123 

141 

HI 

122 

115  14 

• 

42    4    7 

19    7    5 

Glasgow. 

1.  Bishopbriggs,  . 

90 

93 

136 

121 

120    . 

• 

63  10    5 

53    4    6 

2.  Bushy,     . 

155 

167 

185 

223 

120    . 

• 

112    2    6 

60  10    6 

3.  Cathcart, 

150 

159 

203 

198 

227    1 

• 

142  16    2 • 

91  11     . 

4.  Chryston, 

297 

300 

306 

331 

182    . 

11 

109  14    8 

67  16    4 

5.  Cumbernauld, 

212 

204 

178 

181 

94    . 

• 

46  14    7 

18  11     . 

6.  Glasgow — ^Anderston, 

786 

746 

679 

675 

402  11 

2 

194  10  10 

286  17    6 

7.  Ar^ll,    . 

8.  Bndgegate, 

400 

334 

202 

201 

89    4 

• 

92    7    8 

99    6     . 

830 

734 

588 

540 

172  10 

6 

148  12    4 

165  18    6 

9.           Bridgeton, 

440 

•  •  • 

482 

459 

181     9 

• 

154  10    9 

153    7    6 

10.           Broomielaw,    . 

298 

327 

229 

217 

86    . 

10 

44  13    8 

59  18    6 

11.           Oamlachie, 

290 

260 

241 

238 

100    . 

• 

61  18    4 

106  15    6 

12.            Campbell  Street, 

420 

437 

431 

413 

89  10 

• 

93    7    8 

131    8    3 

13.            Chalmers, 

430 

415 

300 

279 

113    . 

4 

90  19  11 

130  12     . 

14.           College,  . 

408 

415 

347 

367 

1613  16 

6 

782  12    4 

321    9    6 

15.           Duke  Street,   . 

•  •• 

139 

243 

249 

165  11 

3 

217    9     . 

231     .     6 

TABLE  MO.  III. 


MBXBSItaHIP. 

CoHoaaoAnoirAL  Fwm. 

PRESBYTERIES. 

Sustentatton 

A  ♦*«TJ*#  *  A-li»A«AJSDk 

Fond,  187&. 

^^.    a  t                . 

1867. 

1808. 

1874. 

187A. 

Ordinary 
OoUectioiu. 

Seit-fe&U. 

£    s.    d. 

£     8.     d. 

£     t.     (2. 

16.           Finnieston, 

770 

832 

893 

949 

551    .     . 

304  14    6 

434  18   6 

17.           GorbaU,  . 

306 

306 

315 

334 

176  17    8 

114  19    5 

104  12    . 

18.           Hope  Street,   . 

530 

635 

550 

548 

334    4    6 

232    4     . 

366  18   8 

19.           HatcheBontown, 

550 

546 

509 

506 

245  16  11 

229    8    1 

240  17    3 

20.           Knox's,   . 

306 

308 

317 

314 

546    3    8 

130  10    4 

98    3    . 

21.           Kelvinside, 

356 

488 

632 

687 

1350    5    . 

552    7    5 

676  16    . 

22.            Kinning  Park, 

616 

616 

607 

610 

240    8    5 

244    1     7 

306  18   6 

83.            Kingston, 

200 

161 

165 

170 

96    2    . 

53  18    5 

48    8    . 

24.  Lyon  Street,   . 

25.  Maitland, 

530 

564 

•  •• 

591 

126    5  11 

134    2  11 

165    2    . 

507 

•  •• 

530 

503 

96  16    8 

112    5  10 

96  11    . 

26.           Martyrs', 

202 

199 

177 

178 

86    .    10 

86  12    8 

36  15   6 

27.           Maryhill, 

340 

342 

372 

348 

104  13    7 

133    4    6 

132  15    . 

28.            MUton,    . 

423 

420 

312 

323 

166    1    8 

92  19    7 

89    1    9 

29.            Queen's  Park, . 

m  »  » 

135 

227 

301 

273  11    7 

200  14    9 

171    2    . 

30.           Renfield, 

477 

642 

554 

568 

1023    7    7 

302    7    8 

333  19   6' 

31.           St.  Andrew's, . 

450 

440 

372 

380 

202  14    6 

172     .     8 

105  13    . 

32.            St.  David's,     . 

330 

250 

.361 

386 

235  17    1 

169    2    7 

161  15    . 

33.           St.  Enoch's,    . 

354 

340 

277 

327 

416    7    5 

206  15  : 

168    7   6 

34            St.  Georg A,   . 

530 

615 

384 

379 

659    3    . 

248  18    9 

363    3   6 

35.            St  James',      . 

643 

634 

635 

641 

246  16    8 

179  13    7 

242  12   6 

36.            St  John's,       . 

720 

707 

646 

628 

1307    8    6 

647  12    5 

369    2    . 

37.           St  Luke's,      . 

223 

375 

463 

407 

166    9    4 

137     .     4 

178  17    . 

3a           St  Mark's,      . 

1026 

•  •  • 

895 

898 

239  12  11 

251  13    9 

449  19   8 

39.           St  Matthew's, 

640 

650 

666 

696 

1365    9  10 

286     1    4 

455  13   6 

40.           St  Paul's,       . 

310 

273 

245 

246 

219    8    4 

107  14  10 

91  10   6 

41.            St  Peter's,      . 

655 

688 

656 

687 

845    9    4 

304    1     8 

370  10   1 

42.           St  Stephen's, . 

403 

553 

888 

865 

536  19    . 

353    9    9 

461  11    6 

43.    *       Stockwell, 

850 

791 

887 

762 

301  11    8 

190    5    9 

373  18   6 

44.           Trinity,  . 

1020 

1063 

808 

835 

191  13    7 

250  17    8 

243    5   1 

46.           Tron, 

990 

998 

995 

986 

607  18    6 

299  14    7 

503  11    9 

46.           Union,    , 

800 

706 

629 

660 

544  10    8 

253    8    2 

314  19  6 

47.           Victoria, 

861 

818 

666 

638 

186    7    8 

212    6    3 

274  18    . 

48.            Wellpark,       . 

817 

717 

622 

580 

344  19    2 

256  12    9 

285    3  9 

49.           West,      . 

380 

362 

289 

336 

257    4  11 

209    5    6 

184    5    . 

50.           Wynd,    . 

545 

162 

173 

164 

60    2    3 

56  13    9 

35    .    6 

51.           Young  Street, . 

590 

562 

670 

683 

121  11    6 

126  14    4 

136    2   9 

52.  Govan,     . 

500 

503 

435 

425 

218  10    . 

247    4  11 

317  17   6 

53.  Billhead, 

146 

144 

154 

174 

87    .     . 

68  15    8 

45    5   9 

54.  Kilsyth,  . 

360 

302 

303 

327 

203  14    6 

104    3    5 

••• 

55.  Kirkintilloch— 

St.  Andrew's, 

240 

213 

246 

280 

167    6    . 

78    3    . 

46    .    . 

56.               St  David's, . 

295 

284 

424 

448 

226  18    2 

128    6    2 

37  17   1 

57.  Milleretone,     . 

98 

93 

94 

96 

106    .     . 

55  18     . 

47   . 

58.  Partick,  . 

401 

397 

403 

398 

167    6  11 

120    8    5 

127  11   « 

59.               High  Church, 

188 

188 

306 

330 

255  17    7 

194  17     . 

197    9  11 

60.  Rutherglen,     . 

430 

437 

508 

517 

259  14    2 

233    4  10 

257  18   3 

61.  Oampsie, 

108 

100 

•  •• 

120 

106  19    4 

75  14    4 

20  14   B 

62.  Glasgow — Augustine, 

•  •• 

•  •  * 

706 

719 

242  16    6 

259    9    2 

248    7   9 

63.        &rony. 

•  »• 

582 

809 

836 

220    8    . 

231    7  10 

266  15    . 

64.        CJowcaddens, 

180 

240 

290 

310 

147     .     . 

120  19  10 

ee  7  9 

65.  Cunningham, 

66.  East  MUler  Street. 

•  «• 

171 

248 

100    1    7 

107    1    5 

47   6   5 

174 

328 

392 

172    7    6 

162  18    2 

158  19   6 

67.        Candlish  Memorial 

... 

•  •• 

194 

101  10    4 

86    8    8 

39   2 

68.        London  Boad,    . 

... 

•  •• 

166 

78  14    8 

52     .    7 

27    6    . 

69.        M 'Donald, 

146 

73 

58 

117  18    5 

92  10    . 

26    .    6 

TABUC  KO. 
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fff(W]pifBftBt» 

PRESBTT£RIE8L 

Stutentation 
Fund,  1876. 

\0%^t^^mMBm^ 

\ 

1867. 

i8«a 

187i. 

1876. 

Ordinary 
CollectioDfl. 

r 

Seat-rents. 

£     «.     d 

£     «. 

d 

£     8.     d; 

70.        Paisley  Road,     . 

••• 

•  •• 

•«  < 

•** 

••• 

•  •• 

•  •  » 

71.        Sighthill.    . 

•  •• 

••■ 

268 

363 

112    7    7 

117  12 

4 

99    8    6 

72.  TollcroBB, 

80 

82 

«•• 

178 

80  10    . 

62    7 

6 

44  11     6 

73.  Govan--Gaelic, 

••. 

•  •• 

■  •» 

133 

149  17    3 

86    8 

6 

72    1     6 

74                 Bt.  Mary^a, 

••• 

••• 

580 

691 

226    4    3 

229    9 

8 

258    9    9 

75.  Whiteinch,      . 
Greenock. 

... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

176 

101  10     . 

67  12 

_9_ 

29  16     . 

1.  Cumbrae, 

213 

214 

237 

227 

173  18    2 

161    8 

• 

68    8     . 

2.  Erskine,  . 

121 

102 

110 

116 

97  18    6 

39     . 

8 

22  19     . 

3.  Fairlie,    . 

74 

68 

69 

73 

81  19    6 

37    3 

6 

18    6    6 

4.  Gourock, 

216 

222 

239 

218 

202    1    8 

130    6 

4 

111  19    3 

Greenock — 

5.          Crawfordsbom, 

300 

387 

603 

640 

170    7    3 

124    3 

7 

166    6    9 

6.          Gaelic, 

620 

491 

435 

460 

257  10    8 

214  12 

6 

250    8    8 

7.          Middle,    . 

772 

714 

631 

634 

704  16  10 

314  14 

2 

457    2     . 

8,          North,      . 

109 

217 

289 

282 

111    9    1 

66    9 

2 

79  19    6 

9.          St.  Andrew's,  . 

390 

465 

613 

494 

443    8    4 

212  12 

• 

162  16    6 

10.          St  Thomas*,    . 

340 

348 

327 

322 

386    2     . 

130    1 

10 

141  17    6 

11.          WeUpark, 

603 

552 

412 

407 

176  18    1 

132  16 

6 

164    3    6 

12.          West,       . 

560 

529 

496 

494 

596     1    2 

173  18 

6 

273    6    6 

13.  Inverkip, 

123 

116 

84 

110 

83  13     . 

66  14 

• 

29     .     . 

14.  Largs, 

228 

265 

252 

248 

316    1     2 

218  11 

10 

66  17    4 

15.  Po)rt-Glasgow, 

16.  Greenock,MountPai 
Haddington  and  Dunbai 

633 

678 

638 

693 

292    2    2 

202  14 

9 

162  12    9 

k       ... 

•  •  • 

«  •  • 

272 

162  10  10 

161  12 

10 

129  16     . 

r. 

1.  Dirleton, 

110 

111 

116 

114 

60    2     . 

25     . 

6 

••■ 

2.  Dunbar,  . 

350 

330 

326 

305 

238     .     4 

106    6 

• 

3     .     . 

3.  Garvald, . 

181 

176 

160 

161 

96  16    6 

26  16 

3 

••« 

4.  Haddington,  St.  John 

'8     394 

370 

388 

421 

283  14    6 

138    4 

9 

66  14    3 

5.  Humbie, .        .        . 

100 

101 

107 

100 

52     .     . 

16  14  10 

•  •  • 

6.  Innerwick, 

121 

126 

118 

108 

32    7    6 

13    8 

4 

•  •  • 

7.  North  Berwick, 

124 

120 

134 

140 

85    2    1 

64  16 

1 

•  •• 

8.  Pencaitland,    . 

68 

70 

61 

61 

18    6    6 

7  10 

• 

•  •• 

9.  Prestonkirk,    . 

306 

304 

270 

258 

231     9    2 

67     . 

7 

•  •  ■ 

10.  Prestonpans,   . 

148 

144 

134 

134 

141     6  10 

77  10 

7 

21     2     . 

11.  Salton,     . 

140 

138 

120 

122 

71  19    4 

43    7  10 

■  •  • 

12.  Tranent^. 

240 

220 

176 

172 

trk        .         . 

39  19 

7 

■  •  • 

13.  Yes^r,    . 

14.  Cockbnmspath, 

Hamilton. 

215 

181 

176 

176 

96     .     . 

66  17 

7 

•  •• 

119 

107 

•  •  • 

92 

60    4     . 

34  14 

n 

•  «  • 

1.  Airdrie,  Broomknol 

1,      230 

258 

403 

410 

177  16    2 

147    8  11 

*•• 

2.             High  Church 

254 

327 

324 

342 

201  10    8 

136     1 

6 

142  14     . 

3.             West  Church 

,       220 

285 

317 

336 

220     .     . 

143  14 

1 

•  •  a 

4.  Blantyre, 

183 

153 

140 

162 

74    2    9 

56    4 

10 

16  12    6 

5.  Bothwell, 

343 

352 

•  387 

386 

350  11  10 

250  10 

8 

174    9     . 

6.  Cambuslanff,    . 

7.  Cambnsne&an, 

128 

128 

173 

203 

196    6    6 

100    9 

4 

51     .     6 

.       260 

280 

273 

282 

152    6    3 

50  12 

4 

8    6     . 

8.  Chapelhall,      . 

180 

185 

182 

185 

104    2    3 

56  19 

8 

•  •• 

9.  Chapelton, 

.       167 

141 

135 

135 

71    6    4 

44  16 

11 

•  •« 

10.  Coatbridge,     . 

.       373 

390 

478 

469 

184  10    7 

103    6 

3 

34    3    6 

76 


TABLE  MO.  m. 


llKlCBUISHIP. 

COMOBBQATIOHAL  FVVSft. 

PRE8BTTERIE& 

Sustentation 

Fond,  1875. 

^%.        > « 

1M7. 

1868. 

1874. 

1875. 

OrdiiiAry 
Collections. 

Bett-mU. 

£     8.     d. 

£     «.     J. 

£     «.    d 

11.  Dalziel,    . 

254 

267 

337 

358 

180  a   6 

114  14    5 

•  •• 

12.  East  Kilbride, 

250 

233 

220 

220 

125    6     . 

56  13  10 

••• 

13.  Hamilton, 

317 

367 

533 

532 

372  10    3 

300  12    7 

221    2    . 

14.  Holytown, 

15.  Larkhall, 

133 

130 

143 

181 

109    9    4 

69    2  11 

•  •• 

153 

164 

164 

181 

100    2    1 

90  10    6 

28  16    6 

16.  Shotts,    . 

170 

183 

ISO 

208 

155  17  10 

45    8    3 

... 

17.  Stonehoose,     , 

840 

345 

325 

300 

151    4    5 

101    2    8 

•*. 

18.  Strathaven,     , 

19.  BellRhill, 

253 

250 

251 

203 

96    7    5 

57  16     . 

... 

... 

•■• 

... 

143 

90  12    6 

59  17  11 

*• . 

20.  Greengares,     , 

•*. 

•  •• 

•*. 

94 

100    3     . 

18    2    6 

9  10    . 

21.  Wishaw, 

... 

•  •• 

... 

232 

131     1    7 

75    6  10 

•  •• 

Inverness. 

1.  Daviot,    . 

200 

268 

... 

233 
168 

116  19    4 

27     .     . 

«•• 

2.  Dores,      . 

232 

234 

... 

76    7    7 

32  10     . 

••• 

3.  Inverness,  East, 

•  •• 

634 
680 

••. 

•  •• 

155     .     6 

144     .     5 

99    4   2 

4.                   HighCh., 

420 

•*. 

726 

509  13  10 

359    5    6 

473  14    . 

6.                   North  Ch., 

666 

766 

•». 

••« 

186    6     . 

337  18     . 

173    4   8 

6.  Kiltarlity,       . 

440 

538 

• .  • 

•  •  • 

84  12    1 

32    6    6 

... 

7.  Kirkhill, 

• 

400 

480 

•.• 

321 

150  16    6 

46  19     . 

... 

8.  Moy, 

»                 • 

200 

234 

... 

228 

115    1     . 

27    2  11 

... 

9.  Petty,     . 

• 

•.• 

224 

•  •  • 

120 

61    4    6 

17  18    9 

18  12    2 

10.  Stratherrick,  . 

• 

250 

254 

... 

264 

101  18    5 

30  12    5 

3  10    . 

11.  Inverness— W  est  Ch. 
Irvine. 

,        ... 

•  •  • 

... 

•  *• 

97    9    6 

116    2  11 

44  11    9 

1 
1 

1.  Ardrossan, 

150 

161 

152 

160 

116    6     . 

71  18  10 

35  19   6 

2.  Beith,      . 

225 

189 

234 

231 

143    4    5 

76  15    6 

■  •• 

3.  Gatrine,  . 

340 

307 

304 

285 

96  10     . 

60    6    5 

47    3   3 

4.  Dalrv,     . 

5.  Dunlop,  . 

470 

425 

295 

293 

151  10     . 

69  16    6 

••• 

91 

108 

113 

123 

100     .  10 

46  19    2 

••• 

6.  Fenwick, 

77 

85 

85 

88 

65    9  11 

24    1    2 

1 

7.  Fiillerton, 

211 

203 

214 

218 

133     .     . 

64  13    3 

55  13    . 

8.  Galston,  . 

240 

217 

180 

156 

86    7    2 

29  10    6 

••• 

9.  Hurlford, 

201 

181 

230 

234 

138    3    6 

69    9    7 

104        .        1    : 

10.  Irvine,     . 

227 

211 

207 

256 

186  16     . 

88  16  10 

45    2  10  1 

11.  Kilbimie, 

252 

231 

230 

231 

125  15     . 

86  11    6 

1 

12.  Kilmarnock — 

Henderson,    . 

248 

236 

280 

289 

157    2    2 

113    3    4 

49  15    . 

13.             High  Church, 

755 

742 

760 

736 

478    5    2 

254  19    3 

299    8   3 

14.             St.  Andrew's, 

600 

470 

570 

573 

227  12    2 

193    5    2 

170    5   2 

15.  Kilmaurs, 

170 

162 

178 

190 

110    5    6 

45    6  11 

••* 

16.  Kilwinning, 

250 

262 

254 

267 

150     .     . 

73  16    9 

33  10    . 

17.  Loudoun, 

303 

298 

280 

268 

129    9    9 

59  16    3 

21    8    . 

18.  Mauchline, 

235 

222 

189 

178 

98     .     8 

42    9    5 

••• 

19.  Muirkirk, 

193 

165 

159 

171 

126    7  11 

49    9     . 

••• 

20.  Perceton, 

159 

150 

163 

167 

139  10    8 

68  12    8 

1 

21.  Saltcoats, 

365 

362 

276 

296 

150    2    4 

96  15    1 

50  12    . 

22.  Stevenston,      , 

123 

125 

154 

140 

102    9    1 

65  19    9 

15    .     . 

23.  Stewarton, 

285 

278 

269 

270 

157    9    5 

74  18    6 

44  13   9, 

24.  West  Kilbride, 

25.  Saltcoat8--GaeUc,    . 

159 

163 

163 

174 

194    5    6 

82  le    1 

...       1 

98 

98 

120 

120 

95     .     . 

63  15    6 

38  12    . 

1 
1 

TABLE  NO.  in. 


77 


MamaasBXP. 

PRBBBTTERlEa 

Suienlatloii 
Fund,  1875. 

1W7. 

1888. 

1874. 

WL 

Ordinary 
CoUectionB. 

Seat-rents. 

Islay. 

£    «.    d 

£     «.     d. 

£     8.    d. 

1.  Kilchoman,     . 

66 

I20 

••• 

114 

51  11     . 

17  13  10 

••• 

2L  Kildalton, 

134 

126 

••• 

«32 

123    6  11 

32    5  11 

••• 

1  KiHarrow, 
4  Bowmore, 

91 

106 

••• 

105 

88    2    4 

31  18  11 

•*• 

••• 

82 

••> 

••• 

67  18  11 

15    5    7 

••• 

• 

1.  Ancnun,          .        . 

150 

143 

104 

100 

61  11    7 

11  10    . 

••• 

2.  Castleton, 

93 

109 

116 

•  •  • 

80  16    8 

37    3    3 

••• 

S.  Cniling, 

190 

172 

189 

182 

130    9    6 

28    8    9 

•«• 

4  Denholm, 

204 

185 

206 

205 

122     .     1 

50  11    1 

•  .a 

5.  Hawick,  . 

440 

430 

485 

488 

318    8  11 

220    3    6 

68  18    6 

6.              St.  Andrew's, 

•  •  • 

196 

266 

288 

157     .     . 

102  14    8 

50  18    6 

7.  Jedbonrh, 

320 

348 

328 

316 

166  18    6 

99  18    5 

•■• 

8.  Wolflft?,  . 

9.  Hawick— West  Port, 
Kelso  and  Lauder. 

111 

129 

109 

107 

82  13     . 

30  17    3 

••• 

145 

82 

149 

158 

110     .     . 

54    4    3 

14    5    6 

1.  Coldstream,     . 

332 

335 

315 

303 

159  17  11 

66    4    4 

•  •• 

2.  Eccles,     . 

117 

115 

108 

98 

65    8     . 

16    1    2 

•  •• 

3.  Gordon,  . 

93 

109 

143 

129 

42     .     . 

29  10    9 

»•■ 

4  Kelso,      . 

366 

379 

430 

416 

215    2    9 

110    3  10 

141  11     . 

5.  Lauder,  . 

207 

200 

195 

196 

99  16    8 

52    8  10 

•  •• 

6.  Makerstonn,   . 

67 

59 

53 

56 

76  18    6 

4     .     . 

«  •  • 

7.  Morelmttle,  '  . 

320 

305 

250 

248 

126  14    6 

38    5    7 

•  •• 

8.  Kenthom, 

161 

162 

148 

145 

110    1    7 

26     .     9 

•  •• 

9.  Spnmston, 
10.  Weatruther,    . 

290 

304 

251 

261 

186    3    1 

93  17     . 

•  «  • 

155 

131 

128 

135 

66  12    6 

18  10-1 

«*• 

11.  Yethohn, 

146 

133 

146 

136 

100     .     . 

45  15    4 

66    3    6 

Kincardine  O'NeiL 

1.  Aboyne,  .        .        . 

82 

96 

115 

116 

72  11  iO 

24    9    6 

2     .     . 

2.  Ballater, . 

104 

101 

130 

122 

60     .     . 

39    4    8 

11   10     . 

3.  Banchory-Teman,   . 

516 

484 

437 

419 

230    7    3 

84  12    4 

49    7     . 

4  Braemar, 

86 

95 

78 

79 

86  13     . 

108  10    3 

•  •• 

5.  Cluny,     . 

6.  Cratnie,  . 

119 

101 

111 

116 

72    3    5 

25    7  11 

9  11    3 

56 

54 

44 

42 

45    8     . 

10    3    4 

•  •• 

7.  Oromar,  . 

106 

106 

95 

98 

49    1    9 

10    9  10 

•  •• 

8.  Echt, 

134 

138 

140 

136 

72     .     9 

24  13    2 

9    7    3 

9.  Kincardine  O'NeQ, . 

151 

131 

120 

123 

63    5    6 

24    2    9 

11  19    5 

10.  Lnmphanan,    . 

140 

153 

152 

158 

54  10     . 

16    8    & 

1    1     . 

11.  Midmar, . 

135 

131 

131 

123 

67    3     . 

21    5     . 

2    2    6 

12.  Strachan,         .     '    . 

220 

225 

201 

200 

53     .     . 

25  12    8 

•  •  • 

13.  Tarland, . 
Kinross. 

130 

111 

100 

99 

65     .     . 

29    1    9 

7  10    . 

1.  Fossoway, 

152 

153 

136 

124 

79  10    4 

31     2    2 

2.  Kinross,  . 

i                • 

181 

171 

168 

173 

111    7     . 

60  11     9 

3.  Orwell,    . 

i                • 

266 

265 

232 

223 

117  12    7 

47    4    9 

4.  Portmoak, 

• 

177 

173 

137 

131 

68  10    2 

26    9  10 

5.  Strathmi^o,    . 

»                • 

193 

187 

167 

156 

94    3  10 

46    2     . 

6.  Cowdenbeath, 

73 

••• 

107 

103 

80     .     3 

•  •• 

••• 

7.  Lassodie, 

*■• 

•  •  • 

•  •• 

155 

87  10     . 

29    7     . 

31  18    5 

_. 

-w 


TAAuena  m. 


MSMBI 

CoHomaoATioVAL  Fossa. 

PRBBBYTSBIB 

Sastentstia& 
Fond,  1S75l 

1867. 

186& 

lB7i. 

inrs. 

Ordinszy 
Oollectioiis. 

SeftUrenta. 

Kintyrc* 

£     s. 

d 

£    «.    d 

£     «.    d. 

1.  Gampbeltoii,  L 

S^t«» 

322 

1579 

••• 

373 

278    2 

8 

235  12    2 

95    .    . 

2.                 Lorn 

•  •  • 

584 

212     . 

• 

200  14    4 

••. 

3.  Kilberry, 

50 

114 

••• 

III 

60    6 

2 

12  15    6 

••• 

4.  Kilbride, 

.       308 

408 

•  •• 

231 

120     . 

• 

108  13  11 

117  11  10 

5.  Killean,  . 

94 

no 

•  •• 

93 

80    7 

• 

17  10    9 

•  •  • 

6.  Kilmoiy, 

.       160 

306 

•  •• 

204 

86    8 

• 

29    5    5 

••• 

7.  Lochranza, 

.       106 

152 

•  •• 

150 

84  10 

8 

47    9    2 

••• 

8.  Shiskan, . 

.       300 

338 

•  •• 

273 

168           a 

• 

46    4  10 

•  • « 

9.  Tarbert,  . 

10.  Kilcalmonell,  , 
Kirkcaldy. 

300 

134 

•  •• 

••• 

32    8  11 

51  13    7 

37  15   6 

•        •         ••• 

... 

•  •• 

••• 

•  aa 

34    2    2 

••» 

1.  Burntisland,    . 

.       389 

383 

405 

414 

162  17 

1 

94    6  10 

41     .    . 

2.  Dysart,   . 

190 

200 

230 

236 

116    2 

• 

81  14    3 

33    1    . 

a  East  Wemyss, 

.       285 

240 

210 

210 

105  17 

• 

74  19    6 

10    7    6 

4.  Eennoway, 

201 

183 

161 

152 

145    7 

1 

53  18    4 

•  •• 

6.  Kinghom, 

.        123 

116 

118 

109 

90  19 

3 

34  10     . 

••• 

6.  Kinglassie, 

118 

110 

106 

98 

70     . 

• 

63  17    2 

■  •  • 

7.  Kirkcaldy,      . 

.       580 

653 

628 

621 

606           a 

1 

287    7    2 

108    4    6 

8.            Abbotshi 

dl,     .       286 

270 

323 

301 

130    . 

• 

87    2    3 

18  12    6 

9.            Dunnikie 

>r,      .       248 

248 

262 

283 

175    7 

• 

122  12    1 

••• 

10.            Inverteil, 

.       325 

313 

316 

319 

148    1 

4 

92    5  10 

•  •• 

11.           Patlihea<] 

L,       .       442 

446 

497 

429 

219    4 

3 

195     .     4 

••• 

12.  Leslie,     . 

254 

238 

205 

202 

90     . 

5 

51  19  10 

••* 

13.  Leven,     . 

.       258 

255 

230 

247 

153  18 

9 

102  16     . 

33     18        a 

14.  Loch^elly, 

15.  Markincn, 

Kirkcndbrigli 

219 

186 

231 

209 

117    9 

5 

48  12    1 

m»» 

361 

362 

315 

319 

177  11 

1 

120         9           a 

m*m 

t 

■ 

1.  Afichincaim,  . 

260 

240 

220 

220 

135    1 

2 

46    6    7 

•  »» 

2.  Balmaghie, 

.              tfx 

81 

74 

72 

60  17 

• 

13    8    8 

••a 

3.  Borgue,   . 

4.  Castle-Douglae 

,.        105 

112 

102 

90 

67  18 

4 

23    6    2 

a.. 

>,               300 

261 

267 

264 

236    8 

4 

57  17     . 

29    .    . 

6.  Girthon, . 

..       .155 

154 

142 

138 

112  19 

9 

29    7  10 

•  •• 

6.  Glenkens, 

170 

154 

146 

143 

91  19 

1 

22  16  10 

•  •  • 

7.  Kirkcudbright 

429 

423 

394 

400 

246  15 

7 

120    5    4 

••• 

8.  Tongland, 
Lanark. 

79 

78 

84 

73 

63    3 

J5_ 

22  16  10 

••• 

1.  Carluke, . 

.       350 

356 

347 

349 

195  10 

3 

95  15    6 

••• 

2.  Camwath, 

500 

480 

•  •• 

437 

134    . 

11 

54  17    6 

•  •  • 

3.  Douglas, . 

.       280 

262 

235 

241 

121  17 

6 

50  11    8 

3    2    . 

4.  Lanark,  . 

.       270 

274 

301 

311 

178     . 

• 

88  16  10 

78  18    . 

5.  Lesmahagow,  , 

6.  Abinffton,  etc. 

7.  Crossford, 

>                   a                      ... 

720 

732 

706 

216  11 

4 

123  11    4 

10   .    . 

86 

111 

to  - 

117 

112  19 

4 

47    6  11 

..a 

•                   a                      ••• 

•  •• 

152 

176 

119  14 

8 

60    4    4 

•a. 

8.  Forth,  etc.,     . 
Lewis. 

>                   .                      ••. 

•  •  • 

300 

303 

122  15 

6 

29    7    9 

~. 

1.  Back, 

466 

400 

•  • « 

••• 

76     . 

• 

17  18    4 

... 

2.  Barvas,    . 

266 

366 

... 

••• 

68    2  10 

16    7  10 

•  *« 

3.  Carloway, 

466 

400 

••• 

••• 

43    3 

« 

•  •a 

... 

4.  Gross, 

426 

466 

•.« 

..a 

51    8 

9 

24  11     . 

..a 

TABLE  KO.  UI. 


IB 


Mkubekship. 

1 

CtoSaBBOATIONAL     U»]>B.    | 

P&ESBTTGItlES. 

SiutentAtion 
Fund,  1875. 

« 

1867. 

iBaa 

1874. 

1875. 

9 

OrdiiiAry 
Collectiona. 

Seat-rents. 

£     s,     d. 

£     9.     d. 

£     «.     c2. 

5.  Knock,    . 

500 

466 

••• 

••• 

119  10    . 

30  11    6 

•  •• 

6.  Lochs,     . 

6oo 

534 

••■ 

•  •• 

75  17     . 

32  13     . 

•  •• 

7.  Stomoway, 

6oo 

534 

••• 

•  •% 

192    5  10 

176    4    2 

•  «  • 

a  uig,      .      .      . 

Linlithgow. 

400 

400 

••• 

■  •  • 

80    6    6 

13  14    9 

•  •  • 

« 

1.  Abercom, 

85 

88 

80 

76 

27  19    6 

8    7  11 

•  •• 

2L  Armadale, 

170 

170 

183 

175 

121     .     . 

131     .     9 

•  •  • 

3.  Bathgate, 

231 

221 

233 

230 

153  17     . 

70    7    2 

•  •  • 

4.  Boneas,    . 

186 

170 

193 

197 

149  12    6 

70    3     . 

7  12     . 

5.  Falkirk,  . 

416 

461 

477 

514 

371    7    9 

116    5    9 

•  •  • 

6l  Grangemoath, 

240 

264 

356 

373 

262  19    2 

117    5     . 

•  •  • 

7.  Kirkliston,      . 

244 

235 

219 

223 

225  15     . 

76    1  10 

•  •  • 

8.  Linlithgow, 

189 

201 

200 

203 

192  13  10 

98  18    2 

18    6    6 

9.  Polmont, 

91 

120 

131 

168 

119    3    5 

81  10    4 

• « • 

10.  Slamannan, 

200 

195 

224 

275 

133  13    9 

75  15    3 

«•• 

11.  Torphichen,     . 

149 

148 

141 

133 

59  15    6 

32    4    3 

*  »  » 

12.  Uphall,    . 

13.  Whitbum,       . 

110 

101 

101 

97 

81    6    3 

42    6  11 

•  •• 

135 

176 

115 

115 

76  14     . 

23  11     . 

•  ■  • 

14.  Crofthead, 

t  •  • 

60 

127 

133 

^     .     . 

41  19    9 

8  16     . 

15.  HarthiU,          ..        . 

*  •  • 

•  •  • 

111 

170 

126     1    8 

53    3    4 

•  •  • 

16.  West  Calder,  . 

118 

158 

237 

179 

81     .     . 

41  14    2 

•  ■  • 

17.  Livingstone,   -. 

76 

70 

64 

73 

48  14     . 

28  16     . 

•  •  • 

Lochcarron. 

I.  Applecross, 

•  • » 

•  •• 

;*87 

53    7    . 

10    8    2 

•  •  ■ 

2.  Ga^loch, 

432 

•  «• 

«  .   « 

•  •  • 

250  10     . 

•  *• 

a  Glenelg,  . 

134 

•  •  • 

•  88 

33    5     . 

12     .     . 

«•  • 

4.  Lochalsh, 

300 

«  •  • 

•231 

63  11     1 

17    6    2 

•  •  • 

5.  Lochbroom, 

800 

•  •• 

•  •  • 

166  10     . 

61     .     2 

■  •  ■ 

&  Lochcarron,     . 

234 

•  •• 

•  •• 

61    5     . 

27  17    6 

•  •• 

7.  Plockton, 

400 

•  •  • 

•  •• 

•304 

64  10     . 

25  12  11 

•  »• 

8.  Poolewe, 

532 

•  •  • 

*543 

110     .     . 

29  15    3 

•  •• 

9.  Shieldag, 

266 

*•  • 

•  ■  • 

70     .     . 

14    3  10 

•  •  • 

10.  Coigach,  . 

• « • 

•  •• 

*  •• 

105  10     . 

16    1    3 

»  ■  • 

11.  Qlenahiel, 

*  ■  • 

•  •  • 

•  •• 

80     .      . 

10     .     . 

» •  • 

Lockerbie. 

« 

285 

244 

256 

264 

175    5    . 

68    6    2 

•  •  • 

2.  Ganonbie, 

225 

200 

187 

205 

121     .     . 

49  12  11 

•  •  9 

3.  Ecclefechan,    . 

152 

136 

141 

142 

88    7    1 

33  16    7 

•  •• 

4.  Halfmorton,    . 

114 

120 

109 

109 

60    6    3 

21  10     . 

7    1    8 

5.  Johnstone, 

220 

193 

208 

220 

107  10    3 

36    3    5 

•  •  • 

6.  EarkBatrick-Fleming, 

7.  Langnolm, 

120 

109 

100 

128 

53  14    5 

25    6    2 

•  •• 

172 

182 

257 

273 

203  11     1 

130     .     5 

« •  • 

8.  Lochmaben,    . 

380 

351 

304 

287 

183  19  10 

61  15    2 

•  •• 

9.  Lockerbie, 

345 

324 

287 

281 

160  16    8 

87    8  10 

•  •  • 

10.  Moffat,    . 

360 

380 

370 

.361 

179    2  11 

157  18  10 

•  •  • 

11.  Kirkmichael,  . 

92 

90 

■•• 

77 

109     .     6 

23  19    4 

•  •  • 

1 

80 


TABLE  MO.  III. 


ME3iBEBSHIP. 

GoiTGRBOATinirAI.  FVKM. 

PRE8BYTERIE& 

Sustentatfon 
Fund,  1875. 

1867. 

1868. 

1874. 

1875. 

w 

Ordinaiy 
OoUectiona. 

SeaUeDlL 

Lorn. 

£     8,    d. 

£«.<£. 

£     «.    d 

1.  Appin,    , 

2.  Arclchattan,    . 

100 

8o 

88 
76 

•  •• 

•  •  • 

96 
•83 

157     .     . 
48    6    8 

42    3    3 
6  19    5 

•  •• 

•  *  • 

3.  Glenorchy, 

lOO 

144 

•  •  • 

99 

84    8    9 

12    3     . 

•  •• 

4.  Kilbrandon,    . 

200 

200 

■  •• 

^55 

82    .     5 

17    3    8 

•  •• 

5.  Kilninver, 

•  «  • 

80 

•  •• 

48 

26    6    6 

7  12    4 

•  •• 

w 

6.  Muckaim, 

94 

124 

•  •• 

144 

98    6     . 

28    9    9 

•  •« 

7.  Oban,      . 

Mdgle. 

200 

260 

•  «  • 

210 

21    5    3 

106    1    8 

•  •• 

1.  Airlie.     .        . 

120 

120 

118 

122 

64    6    6 

22  16    4 

•  •  • 

2.  Alyth,     . 

3.  Blaii^o\vTie,  First  Ch. 

333 

336 

350 

345 

175  12    3 

85    7  11 

20  16    3 

835 

841 

786 

795 

295  18    9 

180  16    7 

84    8    6 

4.                       South,  . 

336 

335 

297 

343 

325  14    9 

212  13    7 

97    4    3 

5.  Ooupar-AnguB, 

380 

365 

306 

305 

173    3  11 

79    3    7 

27    7  10 

6.  Cray, 

7.  Glenisla, 

120 

110 

109 

109 

60  12  10 

20    4  11 

•  •  • 

230 

227 

213 

207 

143    9    8 

27  14    6 

•  •  • 

8.  Meigle,    . 

9.  Newtyle, 

43 

52 

90 

.102 

28    5     . 

36  10    3 

29    3    3 

163 

160 

149 

132 

71     .     . 

39  19     . 

8  18    9 

10.  Rattray,. 
Mull. 

364 

313 

295 

284 

Ill  10  11 

61    8    9 

18    4    . 

* 

1.  Coll, 

66 

•  •  ■ 

••• 

♦  88 

23  10    6 

6  19     . 

■•■ 

2.  lona, 

■  •  • 

130 

•  •• 

•  94 

14  15     . 

6    4    3 

••■ 

3.  StroDtian, 

198 

200 

•  •• 

•117 

62     .     . 

10     .     . 

6    ,     . 

4.  Tobermory, 

•  •  • 

•  ■• 

«•■ 

•143 

77  15    3 

46    3    3 

•  •  • 

5.  Torosay,  etc., . 

6.  Ardow,  etc.,    . 

•  ■  • 

•  •  • 

•  •• 

•  55 

60  17    6 

13    4    6 

•  ■• 

•  •  • 

••• 

•  •• 

•  •  • 

83    2    2 

16    1     7 

■  •• 

7.  Ardnamurchan, 
Nairn. 

*  *  • 

•  •  • 

•  •• 

•  -  • 

85     .     . 

14    9  10 

•  •  ■ 

1.  Ardclach, 

206 

184 

««• 

174 

72    2     . 

33    7    6 

19    1    6 

2.  Ardenuer, 

266 

220 

••  • 

249 

107     .     . 

69    3  10 

43    4    . 

3.  Auldearn, 

266 

214 

•  •• 

176 

90  12    1 

38  10    9 

•  •  V 

4.  Cawdor,  . 

290 

234 

•  •• 

225 

117  13    7 

55  11     6 

26  14   9 

5.  Croy, 

332 

234 

•  •• 

210 

90    .     . 

28  16    4 

33  10  11 

6.  Nairn,     . 
Orkney. 

5?2 

466 

•  •  • 

48? 

245    3    3 

195  19  10 

99    8  11 

1.  Biraay,  .. 

374 

379 

•  •• 

384 

105  12  11 

48    9  10 

••« 

2.  Deemess, 

286 

303 

•  •  • 

275 

80     .     . 

24  18  11 

18    1    2 

3.  Evie,  etc., 

■  •« 

281 

•  •• 

239 

52  19     . 

20    8    7 

•  •  • 

4.  Firth,      . 

181 

186 

173 

169 

68    6     . 

30  15    6 

■  •  « 

5.  Harray,  . 

244 

215 

192 

220 

72     .     . 

25  13  10 

••« 

6.  Kirkwall, 

360 

346 

•  •• 

325 

101    9  10 

59  19    6 

58  15    6 

7.  North  Ronaldshay, . 

144 

146 

•  •• 

170 

34    6    7 

5    9    6 

•  •  • 

8.  Orphir,    . 

236 

227 

229 

240 

90     .     . 

41  16    3 

•  •  • 

9.  Papa  Westray, 

111 

110 

•  •  • 

116 

51     1    6 

13  17    6 

••« 

10.  Rousay,  . 

226 

224 

•  *• 

218 

53    5    2 

19    2  11 

» « • 

11.  Sanday,  . 

267 

250 

•  •« 

226 

47  11    5 

14  15    9 

••• 

12.  St.  Andrews,  . 

143 

148 

« ■  • 

174 

49     .     . 

22  17    3 

14    6    9 

13.  Stromness, 

14.  Holm, 

516 

505 

•  •• 

445 

124    5  11 

63  13  11 

•  •• 

166 

166 

189 

193 

95     .     . 

43    2    9 

53    5    6J 

1 

TABLE  NO.  IIL 


81 


• 

CONOBBOATIOHAI.  FuiTBS. 

PBBBBYTEKIES. 

Sostentatlon 
Fund.  1876. 

18C7. 

1868. 

1874. 

1875. 

Ordinary 
Collections. 

Seat-renta 

Vi^       •      • 

£     «.     d. 

£     «.     d 

£    9.    d. 

Paisley. 

1.  Barrhead, 

500 

470 

470 

475 

176  16  10 

13815    4 

155  11    6 

2L  Bndge  of  Weir,       . 

186 

154 

153 

181 

94    5    7 

64  13    8 

60  17     . 

3.  Houston, 

250 

241 

206 

236 

97  11    3 

67  18  10 

29  18     . 

4.  Inchinnan, 

92 

83 

79 

77 

143    5    2 

28  )8  11 

••• 

5.  Johnstone, 

248 

265 

296 

373 

150  12    5 

134    7    1 

68    7    3 

6.  Lochn-innoch, 

325 

374 

351 

340 

152  11     6 

103    4    3 

33    3  10 

7.  Paisley — Gaelic, 

130 

158 

>S3 

157 

82  14    4 

48     .     8 

30  19     . 

8.               High,  .        . 

566 

516 

642 

663 

352  19    6 

206    4    1 

208    1     . 

a               Martyrs',     . 
la               Mid<ne,        . 

260 

225 

288 

278 

110  12    3 

83    8    3 

74    9    3 

767 

760 

773 

791 

344  13    4 

239    4    8 

247     .     . 

11.                South, 

491 

503 

527 

548 

200  19    4 

168  17    4 

119    6     . 

12.  St  GooKe's. 

13.  PolloclcRhaws—East, 

550 

457 

480 

513 

476  15    3 

209    1     1 

153    2     . 

210 

197 

184 

206 

103    6  10 

104  15  10 

113  16     . 

14.                            West, 

,     276 

262 

238 

240 

123    3    2 

106  14    6 

80  19  11 

15.  Renfrew, 

16.  Neilston, 

Penpont. 

350 

350 

337 

349 

191    7    8 

111    3  11 

84  12     . 

■  •  » 

*  •  • 

151 

174 

122  19     . 

80    1  11 

60    5    8 

1.  Gloeebum, 

193 

160 

150 

144 

76     .  11 

26  12     . 

•  •• 

2L  Glencaim, 

410 

359 

326 

308 

169  12    3 

59  15     . 

•  •  • 

3u  Penpont, 

480 

553 

530 

530 

212    2    7 

90  13    3 

•  •  • 

4.  Sanquhar, 

265 

246 

229 

239 

150    4    8 

35  16    6 

•  •  • 

6.  Wanlockhead, 
Perth. 

250 

309 

276 

•  •  • 

73  11     1 

29    6    4 

14    6    9 

1.  Abemethy, 

102 

107 

106 

107 

85  11    2 

48  14    8 

•  •  • 

2L  Amgask, 

88 

88 

93 

97 

60    8     . 

33  14     . 

•  •  • 

3L  Collace,  . 

137 

135 

119 

115 

62    3    5 

26    4    1 

•  •  • 

4.  Dnmbumey,    . 

202 

208 

149 

154 

111     3    8 

51     9    9 

32    9    1 

6.  Errol,      . 

272 

222 

215 

211 

92    2    1 

63  11     8 

•  • 

6.  Porgandenny, 

7.  Kiioauns, 

142 
163 

147 
158 

128 
151 

119 
152 

91     7  11 
118  10    7 

29  16  10 
28  16    6 

28  14    9 

•  •  • 

8u  Logiealmond,  . 

158 

158 

125 

116 

65  19    4 

46    9    3 

•  •  • 

1    9.  Methven, 

116 

112 

103 

119 

61     .     2 

29    1     7 

•  •  • 

1  10.  Perth— Knox's, 

320 

346 

280 

273 

104    8    1 

90    3    2 

52  11    3 

n.              Middle, 

600 

675 

562 

534 

330  18    7 

158    3  11 

150    9     . 

12.              St.  Tieonard's, 

680 

702 

660 

650 

447    7     . 

215    7    1 

174  12     . 

13.             St.  Stephen's, 

400 

400 

465 

479 

236  13    5 

114  12     . 

136    9     . 

14.              West,    . 

673 

704 

707 

701 

445  17  10 

228     .  10 

328    3     . 

15.  Pitcaimgreen, 

440 

420 

385 

386 

251  15    9 

89  14  11 

•  •  ■ 

IS.  Scone, 

179 

169 

179 

208 

131  11     . 

83  11    9 

39  12     . 

17.  Stanley,  . 

230 

216 

212 

214 

98    3     . 

66     .     4 

16  17    6 

Selkirk. 

1.  Ashkirk, 

70 

77 

75 

80 

61     1    2 

12    2    9 

•  •  • 

2.  Bowden, 

84 

84 

102 

103 

66    3    3 

26    3  10 

•  •  • 

3.  Galashiels,       . 

209 

248 

334 

366 

305    8    3 

176    1    6 

' 

4.  Ladhope, 

369 

380 

372 

363 

192    2    7 

106    9    4 

« •  • 

1    5.  Melrose, . 

255 

247 

240 

225 

186  16    6 

82  19    4 

3  .  .  ; 

1    a  Selkirk,  . 

284 

286 

296 

331 

148    7  10 

54    3     . 

21   6  7 , 

'    7.  St.  Boswells, 

208 

173 

196 

202 

104  10    9 

40    1    9 

•  »  « 

8.  Stow,      . 

90 

91 

89 

81 

69  11  11 

25    9  11 

■  ■  ■ 

'    9.  Yarrow,  . 

75 

76 

81 

82 

81     .     . 

26    9    2 

•  •  • 

1 

1                   1 

— * • 
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TABLE  Ko.  nr. 


MCICBKBSHIP. 

OoVOBBaATIOllAL  FDIM. 

PRESByTKUIE 

« 

Saiteiitatkm 
Fund,  187S. 

ES. 

1867. 

186& 

1874. 

1875. 

Ordinaiy 
CoUeetions. 

8«at.iait& 

Shetland.) 

£     «. 

d 

£     «.     d. 

£     &     dL 

1.  Deltinff,  . 

2.  Lerwick, 

154 

•  •  • 

•  •• 

165 

21      . 

• 

10  18     1 

■  •• 

166 

•  •  • 

211 

222 

70     2 

8 

47  13  10 

16    3    . 

3.  Unat,       . 

4.  OonningBbargl 

.       885 

•  •  • 

*  •  • 

787 

40    8 

9 

29  14  10 

10  12    9 

1,       .       335 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

290 

23  14 

• 

8     .     4 

•  •  • 

5.  Dunrossness, 

.        110 

•  •  • 

•  « ■ 

79 

28    2 

6 

1  17    3 

«  •« 

6.  Fetlar,     . 

.        130 

•  *  • 

«  •  ■ 

123 

30    6 

5 

4     .     6 

•  •• 

7.  WallH,     . 

123 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

175 

30     . 

• 

6  12     . 

•  ■  • 

8.  Weisdale, 

142 

•  ■  • 

•  •  • 

163 

32    6 

• 

18  14  10 

• « • 

9.  Yell, 

224 

•  •  • 

•  •• 

•  •• 

30     . 

• 

18    8    3 

4    .     . 

Sksre  and  Uu 

it 

1.  Bracadale, 

■                 •                   *  *  * 

•  •  • 

•  »• 

•  ■  • 

40     . 

• 

21  14    6 

•  •• 

2.  Carinish, 

»                 ft                   *** 

•  «  • 

••• 

•3«2 

52  18 

10 

6    9    3 

•  ■  • 

3.  Duirinish, 

466 

•  ■  • 

••• 

■  ■  • 

153  18 

2 

35    7    4 

•  •* 

4.  Harm,    . 

200 

•  ■  ■ 

••• 

•260 

25    4 

9 

5    5    1 

«  •• 

6.  Kilmufr, . 

.       332 

•  ■• 

•  •• 

•298 

111  17 

9 

27    4    6 

•  •  • 

6.  NorthUist,     . 

»                 •                   *  *  * 

■  •  • 

••■ 

• 

•  •  • 

28  10 

7 

16  16    8 

«  •  ■ 

7.  Portree,  . 

200 

346 

•  •• 

•256 

69    2 

2 

41    3    3 

3  10    . 

8.  Raasay,  . 

146 

230 

••• 

:'S' 

80    4  11 

20    4    8 

■  •  • 

9.  Sleat,      . 

200 

304 

••• 

•140 

20  11 

6 

27    7    1 

*  *  • 

10.  Snizort,  . 

.       466 

•  •  • 

•  •• 

•400 

85    3 

7 

29     .     . 

««  • 

11.  South  Uist,      . 

134 

•  •• 

■•• 

* 

39  13 

4 

12  18    5 

i 

12.  Strath,  etc.,    , 

166 

•  •• 

•  •  • 

19  16 

8 

8  15     . 

r 

la  Tarbert,  . 
St.  Andrews 

«•  • 

•«• 

•  •• 

•622 

74     . 

6 

14  15    6 

••• 

1. 

1 

1.  Anstmther,     . 

.       351 

336 

347 

383 

147     . 

4 

90  11     9 

36    7  '3 

2.  Cambee, 

80 

91 

88 

89 

71    5 

2 

23    7    5 

4  12   6 

3.  Crail, 

179 

185 

186 

163 

101  12 

11 

48    7  11 

15    9   3 

4.  Elift, 

.       147 

147 

126 

138 

190    5 

11 

68    7    1 

••• 

5.  Ferry-Port-on- 

Oraig,      380 

424 

408 

422 

167  12  11 

109  12    4 

86    .    9 

6.  Forgan,  . 

7.  Largo,     . 

8.  Leuchars, 

.       240 

265 

294 

296 

280  12 

2 

164  18     . 

93  10    . 

196 

182 

150 

160 

86  14 

• 

48  14    4 

9  18    . 

193* 

207 

199 

203 

120     . 

• 

41  19    5 

14    9   3 

9.  St.  Andrews,  , 

.       480 

464 

447 

448 

291     3 

3 

236  17    3 

••• 

10.  Strathkinnes,  , 
Stirling. 

196 

185 

166 

154 

83  13 

1 

35  11     7 

12    5   3 

■ 

1.  Alloar— East, 

.      ..        190 

204 

164 

162 

88    5 

2 

49    2  10 

••• 

2.               West, 

345 

302 

378 

380 

224    1 

1 

150  15    4 

45    .    . 

3.  Alva, 

190 

198 

199 

211 

121  17 

2 

90     .     . 

20  12    . 

4.  Bannockbum, 

370 

369 

356 

364 

191  15 

1 

120    1     1 

14  16   7 

5.  ClackmaiiTiaii, 

101 

153 

129 

128 

121  11 

2 

44  12    6 

11  14    . 

6.  Denny,    . 

.        132 

140 

144 

154 

112  10 

• 

69  18  11 

22    4 

7.  Dollar,    . 

.       300 

267 

286 

288 

190  15 

1 

162    4  10 

••• 

8.  Dnnipace, 

.       116 

103 

111 

no 

75  16 

2 

38  15    6 

••• 

9.  Larbert,  . 

328 

351 

311 

295 

171  18 

3 

76  17    5 

••« 

10.  St  Ninianfl,    . 

185 

177 

141 

142 

76    1 

• 

36    3    2 

• 

1 

TABLE  Na  in. 
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Mkmbebship. 

COHORXOATIOKAL  FuXOa 

Snstentatioii 

*  Mmtsaox  ajm*»i  no» 

1867. 

1868. 

1874. 

1875. 

Fond,  1875. 

Ordinary 
CoUectioua. 

Beat-rentB. 

£     «.     cf. 

£     «.     d 

£     «.     d. 

11.  Stirling— North,      . 

700 

683 

630 

630 

581  13    6 

434    8    9 

172    4    9 

12.                 South,      . 

295 

370 

398 

409 

250  12    6 

154    5     . 

105    5    6 

13.  Tullibody,       . 

li.  Stirling— Marykiik, 

Stranraer. 

180 

193 

231 

241 

132    5  11 

66  17  11 

••• 

•■• 

•■• 

136 

190 

100     .     . 

70  18    3 

••• 

1.  Caimiyan, 

67 

57 

41 

42 

61    3     . 

11  19    5 

••• 

2.  Glenluce, 

132 

125 

119 

117 

79    3    1 

27  15    5 

••• 

3.  Inch, 

255 

240 

210 

180 

120  14    3 

26  15    1 

14  10    6 

4.  Kirkcolm, 

169 

150 

145 

136 

68    3    5 

16    1    7 

•  •• 

5.  Kirkniaiden,    . 

210 

221 

212 

214 

115    5  11 

32    7    7 

13    3    6 

S.  Leswalt, . 

203 

217 

203 

195 

135  11    9 

35  19    5 

7    6  10 

7.  Portpatrick,    . 

229 

255 

226 

223 

72    3  10 

28    3    9 

6  13     . 

8.  Sheuchan, 

230 

256 

254 

263 

176    7    2 

56    4    8 

20    2    3 

9.  Stoneykirk,     . 

260 

236 

214 

203 

120    9    4 

23  16  11 

6  19    3 

10.  Stranraer,        , 
Stratfabogfie. 

308 

304 

292 

286 

184  11    4 

72  12  11 

28     .     6 

1.  Bellie,      . 

283 

280 

281 

276 

87    2    8 

42  15    5 

12  14     . 

2.  Botnphnif), 

138 

131 

130 

137 

61  19  10 

19    3    3 

8  18  11 

3.  Caimie,  . 

120 

117 

115 

112 

47  17    5 

11  12  10 

6  16     . 

i  Gartly,    . 

140 

140 

196 

204 

100     .     . 

30    8    8 

12     .    6 

5.  Glaaa,      . 

149 

151 

144 

138 

57  16    6 

15  19    1 

10  19     . 

6.  Grange,  . 

7.  Hnntiy,  . 

233 

208 

207 

199 

35  19  10 

13    7    9 

2    4     . 

489 

466 

504 

499 

259    6    3 

135    4    5 

94  12    4 

8.  Keith,     . 

400 

402 

482 

466 

179    3     . 

88  19    8 

48  11     6 

J*.  New  Mamoch, 

863 

817 

755 

707 

187  10    2 

91     9.    7 

42  12    4 

'  10.  Rothiemay, 

353 

346 

318 

311 

130  15    1 

57    6    3 

34    7    6 

Tain, 

1.  Kdderton, 

240 

•  •  • 

••• 

174 

65    5    6 

27    6    6 

•  •« 

2.  Feam,     .         .        . 

500 

•  •• 

•■• 

510 

201     .     4 

92    2    8 

•  •  • 

3.  Invergorden,  , 

324 

300 

••• 

279 

167     1     3 

137  16    8 

•  •  • 

4.  Kilmuir-Eaater, 

332 

•  •  • 

••• 

246 

93    8    3 

48    6    4 

••• 

5.  Kincardine,     . 

266 

•  •  • 

••• 

168 

76  10     . 

44    6    2 

•  •• 

6.  Logie-Laster,  . 

266 

200 

••• 

87     .     . 

47  19    7 

•  •  • 

7.  Nigg,       . 

200 

200 

•*• 

168 

101    3    6 

49    8    9 

•  •  ■ 

8.  Roaakeen, 

800 

•  •  • 

■•• 

61S 

236  15    8 

153  14    2 

•  •• 

.I'l"^       •        •        • 

•  •• 

•  • « 

.  •  • 

•  •  • 

273    1    6 

185  16  10 

52  17    6 

10.  Tarbat,    . 

600 

•  • « 

... 

1?5 

142  11     . 

85  12    6 

16     .     . 

1 

Tongue. 

» 

\  Bumeas, 

200 

••• 

••• 

•17s 

46     . 

17     .     . 

••• 

2.  Edrachilliii,     . 

120 

•  •• 

•«• 

• 

•  •• 

48     .     . 

9    4    5 

•  •  • 

H^"'     •      •      • 

200 

•  •  • 

••• 

» 

54     .     . 

19    8    9 

■  •  • 

;  %  Kiidochbervie, 

1 

134 

»  •  • 

••• 

• 
••• 

o4            • 

12    4  10 

•  •  • 
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TABLE.  NO.  III. 


PRBBBTTERIE8. 

Membbbship. 

SuttentAtlon 

Fund,  1876. 

1 

CoVOmBOATIOVAL  FUITIM. 

1867. 

1808. 

• 

1874. 

1876. 

Ordinuy 
Collactioiia. 

SMt-nnU. 

5.  Melnees, 

6.  Strathy,  . 

7.  Tongue,  . 

8.  Altnaharra,     . 

Turriflf. 

1.  Drumblade,     . 

2.  Forglen,  . 

3.  Foi^e,   . 

4.  Fyne,     . 

5.  Gamrie,  . 

6.  Macduff, 

7.  Montquhitter, 

8.  Turriff,    . 

9.  Auchterle88,    . 

Wigton. 

1.  Newton-Stewart,    . 

2.  Sorbie,    . 

3.  Whithorn, 

4.  Whithorn,  Isle  of,  . 

5.  Wigton,  . 

a  Port-William, 

134 
366 

•  •• 

•  •  • 

266 

... 
•*. 

..a 

• 

•  •  » 

•397 

•3SS 

£   8.    d, 
60    4    3 
89  16     . 
69  13    6 

£    «.    d. 

9  12    7 

31  19    5 

18  13    8 

£     8.    d. 

•  •• 
«  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •• 

... 

•  •• 

80    .     . 

13    7  11 

1 

186 
115 
500 
334 
125 
385 
209 
320 

173 
118 
471 
324 
129 
375 
218 
341 

156 
107 
453 
290 
147 
390 
184 
356 

184 
114 
418 
283 
147 
394 
156 
321 

92     .     . 

60     .     . 
157  10     . 
110  10    1 

80     .    6 
161    5     . 

70  15  11 
123  11  10 

32    9    4 
22  11  11 
67  17    9 
26    9     . 
30  15    8 
105    7    1 
25  18    7 
78    2    2 

10  19    9 

9    3    9 

30  13    . 

14  12    . 

8  16   6 
57  16   61 

9  3    . 
36  16    . 

110 

».. 

138 

147 

92  14    2 

30  18    6 

5  19   6 

340 
186 
126 
143 
180 

322 

174 
120 
142 
170 

296 
160 

248 

160 

286 
164 

249 

136 

213    6    6 
75    7     . 
88    3  10 
93    6     . 
91  19  10 

87     .     2 
26     .  11 
21    4    1 
28  10    7 
41  14    2 

19  19    . 

••. 
12    2    . 

•  •• 
••• 

•  ■  • 

••• 

.*• 

105 

54     .     . 

25    9    3 

1 

1 

■ 

IV.-CONGREGATIONAL   LIST 

Showing  the  Income  from  all  sources  attached  to  the  Ministerial 
Charges  of  the  Free  Church,  for  the  year  1874-75. 


Note. — ^This  last  shows  the  whole  Income  of  Mizusters  for  the  last  year.  Where 
only  partial  payments  were  made,  owing  to  the  death  of  Ministers, 
or  filling  np  of  Vacanciee,  the  Income  is  stated  for  a  whole  year  at 
the  rate  of  these  partial  payments. 

The  column  headed  **  Congregational  Supplements,"  includes  Donations  to 
Ministers  at  communion  seasons,  but  does  not  include  expenses  of 
communion  elements. 

The  fourth  column  includes  the  following  Funds,  namely,  1.  Ante-Dis- 
ruption Ministers'   Fund;    2.  Aged  and  Infirm  Ministers'  Fund 
3.  Mackay  Fund  (Sutherland  and  Ross) ;  4.  Spark  Fund  (Aberdeen 
and  Forfar) ;  5.  Duncan  Fund  (Arbroath). 

The  last  column  "  M"  shows  where  there  iy:e  Manses. 

This  Table,  which  has  been  oomiMled  from  the  Public  Accounts  of  the 
Church,  may,  it  is  feared,  be  found  to  contain  inaccuracies,  especially 
in  the  cases  of  Colleagues,  from  defectiye  information. 
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TABLE  NO.  IT. 


TABLE    No.    IV. 


I. — Congregaiions  an  Platform  of  Equal  Dividend, 


PRESBYTERIES. 


Aberdeen. 

1.  Aberdeen,  Bonaocord 

2.  EaBt, 

3.  Gaelic,    . 

4.  Gilcomston, 

5.  High  Church, 

6.  Holbum,  I 

7.  Knox's,  . 

8.  Mariners', 

9.  Melville, 

10.  North,    . 

11.  St.  Clement's, 

12.  South,    . 

13.  Trinity,  . 

14.  Union,    . 
16.  West,      . 

16.  Banchoxy-DeYenick 

17.  Belhelvie, 

18.  Blackburn, 

19.  Cults,      . 

20.  Kingswells, 

21.  Maryculter,     . 

22.  Newhills, 

23.  OldMachar,    . 
24  Peterculter,     . 

26.  Ruthrieston,    . 
2&  Skene,     . 

27.  Woodside, 


Equal 

DiyidendB, 

1875. 


£  «. 

167  . 

167  . 

167  . 

167  . 

167  . 

7  . 

160  . 

167  . 

J67  . 

167  . 

167  . 

167  . 

167  . 

167  . 

167  . 

157  . 

167  . 

167  . 

167  . 

167  . 

167  . 

167  . 

167  . 

167  . 

167  . 

167  . 

167  . 

167  . 


d 


4239    . 


Surplos 
FuDd. 


£  «.  d 
18  .  . 
36    .     . 

18    .     . 

... 
18    .     . 

... 

.. 

•■• 


18    . 

•  •• 

36    . 
36    . 

... 
36  . 
36  . 
36  . 
36  . 
36  . 
36    . 

••• 
18  . 
18  . 
18,. 
36  . 
18    . 


604    . 


Congrega- 
tional Sup- 
plements. 


£    8.   d. 
266  17  10 
281  13  4 

36  . 
210  , 
247  2 

33  . 

67  . 
100  . 

30  . 
102  . 
160  . 
130  . 
360  . 
260  . 

60    . 

410    . 

6    . 


6    1    21 
4  10 
8    . 
30    . 
8    . 

18  19    4| 
120    . 


2913    3    8 


PzmDtomp* 

tionandA^Bd 

and  Infirm 

Fnnda,  etc. 


£     9.    d. 


60 


15  18    9 


76  18    9 


tcfuu 


£  «. 

440  17 

474  13 

211  . 

367  . 

422  2 

100  . 

207  . 

257  . 

187  . 

269  . 

325  . 

287  . 

643  . 

463  . 

207  . 
603 
214 
193 
193 
193 
198 
161 

183  . 

205  . 

183  . 

193  . 

193  19 

277  . 


10 
4 


18   9 


1 
10 


M 
M 
M 
M 
U 
M 
M 

M 

M 
M 


7732    2   5 
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FRE»BTTERIHS. 

Equal 

Divldendu, 

1876. 

Surpliu 
Fund. 

tional  8ap- 
pleniento. 

Pre-Diflnip- 

tionandAgiBd 

and  Infirm 

Fand»,  etc. 

TOTAU 

Aberlour. 

£    8.  d. 

£     «.    d 

£     9.    d. 

£    a. 

d. 

£     9.    d. 

L  Aberloar, 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

193     .     . 

M 

2.  Bohann, . 

167    .     . 

36    .     . 

193     .     . 

M 

S.  Inveravon, 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

193     .     . 

M 

4.  Knockando^     . 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

193     .     . 

M 

5.  MortUch, 

167    .     . 

18    .     . 

175     .     . 

M 

6.  Rothes,   . 
Abemethy. 

167    .     . 

18    .     . 

3  1*6    1 

42  19 

1 

221  14    8 

M 

942    .     . 

180    .     . 

3  15    1 

42  19 

J_ 

1168  14    8 

1.  Abemethy, 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

••• 

193     .     . 

M 

2.  Alvie,  etc., 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

3  19    4 

196  19    4 

M 

3.  CromdAle, 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

52    7     . 

246    7     . 

M 

4  Duthil,    . 

157    .     . 

••• 

6  16    7 

162  16    7 

M 

5/  Kingussie, 

167    .     . 

18    .     . 

19  15    6 

194  16    6 

M 

6.  Kirkmicbael,  . 

167    .     . 

36    .     . 

•  •• 

193     .     . 

M 

7.  Laggan,  . 
Abertarff. 

167    .     . 

36    .     . 

•  •  • 

193     .     . 

M 

1099    .     . 

198    .     . 

81  18    6 

••• 

1378  18    6 

1.  BallachoHsh,   . 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

•  •* 

••• 

193     .     . 

M 

2.  Fort  AuguBtiis, 
a  Fort  WiUiam, 

167    .     . 

36    .     . 

•  •• 

••■ 

193     .     . 

M 

167    .     . 

36    .     . 

16    8    1 

2    2  11 

211  11     . 

M 

4.  Gleniut[iihart, 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

20  19  11 

•  •• 

213  19  11 

M 

5.  Kihnalie, 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

16     .  10 

•  •  • 

209     .  10 

M 

6.  Kilmoniyaig,  . 
Alford. 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

6  16    6 

•  •• 

198  16    6 

M 

942    .     . 

216    .     . 

59    5    4 

2    2 

11 

1219    8    3 

1.  Aachindoir,     . 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

•«• 

••• 

193     .     . 

M 

2.  K^  and  Tough,     • 

167    .     . 

36    .     . 

21     .     . 

•  •  • 

214     .     . 

M 

3.  Kinnethmont, 

167    .     . 

36    .     . 

•1. 

•  •• 

193     .     . 

M 

4.  Tovie,  etc.,     . 

167    .     . 

36    .     . 

■•. 

•  «• 

193     .     . 

M 

628    .     . 

144    .     . 

21     .      . 

•  •• 

793     .     . 

Arbroath. 

1.  Arbirlot, 

157    .     . 

36    • 

16    4    5 

28  11 

6 

237  15  11 

M 

2.  Arbroath— East,      . 

157    .     . 

18    .     . 

90    .     . 

28  11 

6 

293  11    6 

M 

3.           High  Street,   . 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

60    .     . 

28  11 

6 

281  11     6 

4.           Inverbfoth'ock, 

157    .     . 

18    .     . 

120    .     . 

28  11 

6 

323  11     6 

M 

&•           Knox's,  . 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

100    .     . 

28  11 

6 

321  11     6 

6.           Ladyloan, 

157    :     . 

18    .     . 

200    .     . 

28  11 

6 

403  11     6 

M 

7.  Batry,     .        .        . 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

30    8  10 

28  11 

6 

252     .     4 

M 

8.  Catanyllie, 

167    .     . 

36    .     . 

32    .     . 

28  11 

6 

253  11     6 

M 

9.  Carnoustie,      .        , 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

120    .     . 

28  11 

6 

341  11     6 

M 

10.  CoUiBton, 

157    .     . 

•  •• 

••• 

28  11 

6 

186  11     6 

M 

11.  Friockheim,    .        . 

167    .     . 

36    .     . 

38    .     . 

28  11 

6 

269  11     6 

M 

12.  Inverkeillor,    . 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

6  10    6 

28  11 

6 

227    2     . 

M 

13.  PaJibride, 

167    .     . 

36    .     . 

38    .     . 

28  11 

6 

259  11    6 

M 

2041    .     . 

378    .     . 

860    3    9 

371    9 

6 

3640  13    3 

6B 


TABLE  HO.  IV. 


t           PRESBYTERIES. 

Eqnal 

Dividends, 

1875. 

Surplns 
Fund. 

tional  Sup« 
plementa. 

Pre-Dismp- 

tionandA^Ml 

and  Infirm 

Funds,  etc 

T^TAt. 

1 

Auchterarder. 

£    8.   d. 

£   a.  d. 

£     8,    d. 

£     «.     d 

£     8.   d. 

1.  Aberuthven,    . 

157 

36    .      . 

12  13  10 

«•• 

205  13  10  M 

2.  Auchterarder, 

157    . 

36    .      . 

100    .     . 

••• 

293    ..  M 

3.  Braco, 

157    . 

36    .      . 

10    .     . 

••• 

203    ..  M 

4.  Blackford, 

157    . 

86    .     . 

•  «• 

••• 

193    ..  M 

5.  CoTnrie,   . 

157    . 

36    .     . 

72    .     . 

••a. 

265    ..  M 

6.  Crieflf,      . 

157 

18    .     . 

100    .     . 

••■ 

275    .     .  M 

7.  Dunninfl;, 

157 

18    .     . 

17    2    . 

••• 

192    2    .  M 

( 
8.  Madderty,       .         j 

60    . 
97 

36    .     . 

20   .     . 
16    7  10 

74    9    5 

••• 

154    9    5 
149    7  10  M 

9.  Monzie,  . 

157 

36    .     . 

10    .     . 

40     .     . 

243    ..   M 

10.  Muthil,  . 
Ayr. 

157 

18    .     . 

13    .     . 

••• 

188    ..   M 

1570    .     . 

306  ..     . 

371    3    8 

114    9    5 

2361  13    1 

• 

1.  Ayr, 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

200    .     . 

•■• 

393    ..  M 

2.           Wallacetown,  . 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

27    .     . 

•«a 

220    .     . 

3.  Ballantrae, 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

•  •• 

193     ..   M 

4  Barr, 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

•  •• 

193    .     .  M 

5.  Barrhill,  . 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

•  •• 

193    ..  M 

6.  Golmonell, 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

••■ 

193    ..   M 

7.  Crossbill, 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

•  •• 

193    .     .   M 

8.  Dailly,    . 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

•  •• 

193    .     .  M 

9.  Dahnellington, 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

3*".     . 

•  •• 

196    .     .  M 

10.  Dalrymple, 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

•  *• 

193    •     .  M 

11.  DundoDald,     . 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

•  •• 

193    ..  M 

12.  Oirvan,   . 

157    .     . 

36  . . .   . 

•  •• 

193    .     .  M 

13.  Kirkoewald,    . 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

•  •• 

193     .     .  M 

14.  Maybole, 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

60 ".     . 

■  •• 

253    .     .  M 

15.  Monkton, 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

25    .     . 

«•• 

218     ..  M 

16.  Newton-on-Ayr, 

17.  New  Cumnock, 

157    .     . 

18    .     . 

112    9    8 

■  •• 

2S7    9    8  M 

157    .     . 

18    .     . 

46    .     7 

•  •• 

221     .    7  M 

18.  Old  Cumnock, 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

20    .     . 

■  *• 

213    ..   M 

19.  OchUtree, 

157    ,     . 

36    .     . 

•  •• 

•  •« 

193    ..  M 

20.  Stair,       . 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

10    .     . 

•••      . 

203    ,.  M 

21.  Symington,     . 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

«•• 

•  •• 

193    ..   M 

22.  Tarbdton, 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

...        > 

•  «• 

193    ..  M 

23.  Troon,     . 
Biggar  and  Peebles. 

157    . 

90 

10    . 

*•* 

203     ..  M 

3611    .     . 

792    .     . 

513  10    3 

•  •• 

491«  10    3 

' 

• 

1.  Broughton, 

167    .     , 

36    .     . 

••• 

•  •• 

193    ..  M 

2.  Culter,    . 

167    .     , 

36    .     , 

••• 

50    .     . 

243    ..  M 
223    ..  M 

3.  Innerleithen,  . 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

30    .     . 

••• 

4.  Kirkurd, 

157    .     . 

36    .     , 

7.6    4 

*•• 

200    6    4  M 

5.  Peebles,  . 

157    .     . 

36   .     . 

60    .     . 

••• 

253    ..  M 

6.  Skirling, 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

••• 

••• 

193    ..  M 

942    .     . 

216    .     . 

97    6    4 

50     .     . 

1305    6    4 

1 

1.  Aberfeldy, 

157    .     . 

36 

w4 

••• 

287    ..  M 

2.  Ardeonaig, 

Oiffy  forward, 

157    .     . 

••■ 

■•• 

••• 

157    .     .   M 

314    .     . 

36   .     . 

34   , 

••• 

384    .     . 

TABLI  MO.  !▼. 


89 


FBBBBYTERIB8L 

Eatud 

DivJaeDds, 
1675. 

Barplus 
Fund. 

Congrosa- 
tioDAl  8ap« 

pleOMBti. 

Pre-DUnip- 

iion  and  Aged 

andlnflm 

Funds,  etc. 

TOTAI,. 

£    9.  <L 

£    9.  d. 

£    «.    d 

£   s.    d. 

£     a 

.    d 

Brought  forward. 

314   .     . 

36    .     . 

34  ^  •      • 

••• 

384     . 

3.  Glenlyon, 

167    .     . 

36    .     . 

•f« 

••• 

193 

M 

4.  Kemnore, 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

•#• 

••• 

193 

M 

6.  Killin.     . 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

•»• 

60     .     . 

253 

M 

6.  Lftwexs,  •        .        • 

157    .     . 

••• 

»•• 

50     .     . 

207 

M 

7.  Logierait, 

167    .     . 

36    .     . 

»•• 

••• 

19J 

M 

8.  Strathfillan,    . 

157    .     . 

36    . 

••  • 

30     .     . 

223 

M 

9.  Tammelbridge^        • 
BrMhiiL 

167    .     . 

36    .     . 

•*• 

■•• 

193 

• 

M 

1413    .     . 

252    .      . 

34    .     . 

140     .     . 

1839 

■          • 

1.  Brechin— East* 

167    .     . 

36    .     . 

lap  .    . 

••• 

323 

B                    • 

2.                   West,       1 

78  10    . 

18    .     . 

100  .    . 

••• 

196  10     . 

78.10    . 

18    .     . 

147  10    . 

.•• 

244 

•                    4 

M 

3.  Craig; 

167    .     . 

••• 

30    .     . 

"•  , 

187 

B                  i 

M 

4.  Edxell,    . 

60    .     . 
107    .     . 

20.  6    . 

100    .     . 

•  •• 

1^     .     . 
127    6     . 

M 

5.  Lochlee,  .        •        • 

167    .     . 

36    .     . 

•I* 

.«• 

193 

»                  « 

M 

6.  Logiep^rt, 

167    .     . 

36    .     . 

31  ^0   . 

•  •• 

224  10     . 

M 

7.  Marytcm, 

167    .     . 

36    .     . 

10..     . 

•  •• 

203 

M 

8.  Memmiir,        .  .     . 

167    .     . 

36    .     . 

•t« 

•••    . 

193 

M 

9.  Moatro8e,St.  Geoige'fl 
10.                   St  John^s, 

157    .     . 

*«a 

125    .     . 

•  •• 

282 

M 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

219    .     . 

••• 

412 

M 

U.                   St  PaiU's, 
Caithness. 

157    .     . 

18    .     . 

75    .     . 

••• 

250 

M 

1727    .     . 

270    .     . 

888    6    . 

100    .     . 

2985    6     . 

« 

1.  Berriedale, 

157    .     . 

••• 

•t* 

••• 

157     . 

M 

2.  Bower,    . 

157    .     . 

••• 

25    .     . 

•  •• 

182     . 

M 

3.  Bman,     •        • 

157    .     . 

••• 

••• 

•  ■• 

167     . 

M 

4.  Ganisbay, 

167    .     . 

••• 

••• 

«•• 

157     . 

M 

5.  Dannet,  . 

157    .     . 

••• 

••• 

•  •■ 

157     . 

M 

6.  Halkirk, . 

,157    .     . 

••• 

26    .     . 

».. 

183     . 

Ml 

7.  Latheron, 

157    .     . 

••• 

7    .     . 

•  •• 

164     . 

m: 

8.  Lybster,  . 

9.  Olrig,      . 

157    .     . 

•■• 

6    .     . 

•  •• 

163     . 

M 

167    .     . 

••• 

24    .     . 

•  ■■ 

181     . 

M 

10.  Palteneytown, 

157    .     . 

18    .     . 

64    .     . 

••• 

239 

M< 

U.  Reay, 

157    .     . 

••• 

9    .     . 

•  •• 

166 

m: 

12.  Thurso— First  Ch., 

157    .     . 

18    .     . 

126    5    8 

... 

300    t 

'}       8 

M; 

13.                 West, 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

16  18  10 

... 

209  \i 

)  10 

M" 

14.  Watten,  . 

157    .     . 

••> 

■•• 

60    .     . 

207     < 

}             '• 

M. 

15.  Westerdale,     . 

167    .     . 

••• 

••• 

.•• 

157     . 

}               m 

M 

16.  Wick,      . 
Chanotity. 

167    .     . 

... 

120  \     . 

••• 

277 

•               • 

M 

2512    .     . 

72    .     . 

423    4    6 

60     .      . 

3057    ^ 

t    6 

* 

• 

1.  Ayoch,    . 

132    .     . 

36    .     . 

20    .     . 

•  •• 

188 

• 

M 

2.  Cromarty,     •  . 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

100    .     . 

•  •* 

293 

»          • 

M 

3.  FortroM,         .         | 
Carryforward, 

40    .     . 
107    .     . 

36    .     . 

•*• 
50    .     . 

40     .     . 
•   ... 

80 
193 

•          1 

1 
1 

M 

436    .     . 

108    .     . 

170   .     . 

40    .      . 

754 

• 

90 


TABLB  NO.  !▼. 


PRESBTTERIEa 

Equal 

DlvldendB, 

1876. 

Sorplus 
Faod. 

Congrqgii^ 

tionalSap- 

plementu 

Pra-Dicrap- 

tion  and  Aged 

andlnflim 

Fanda,  etc 

Total. 

£    «.    d 

£    t.    d 

£     «.    d 

£    8.    d. 

£     8.    d. 

fironght  forward. 

436    .      . 

108    .     . 

170    .     . 

40     .     . 

754        a        . 

4.  Killeaman, 

157    .     . 

.«• 

7    .     . 

.*• 

164     ,.  M 

5.  Knockbain,     . 

167    .     . 

.*■ 

21  15    1 

30    .     . 

208  15    1  M 

6.  Eesolis,   . 
Cupar. 

167    .     . 

... 

■  •• 

•«• 

167     .     .  M 

907    .     . 

108    .     . 

198  15    1 

70    .     . 

1283  16    1 

1.  Abdie,  etc.,     . 

167    .     . 

36    .     . 

4    .     . 

46    .     . 

243     ..  M 

2.  Auchtermuchty, 

46    .     . 
112    .     . 

... 
18    .     . 

•  •• 

26    .     . 

50    .     . 

•  •• 

95     .     . 
156     ..  M 

o.   y^TCSf       .         • 

48  10    . 

... 

■•• 

60     .     . 

98  10    . 

108  10    . 

36    .     . 

••• 

25     .     . 

16^10    .  M 

4  Collessie, 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

27    .     . 

•  •• 

220     ..  M 

6.  Cupar,     . 

157    . 

36    .     . 

200    .     . 

••• 

393    a     .  M 

6.  Dairaie,  . 

167    . 

36    .     . 

22    .     . 

••• 

215     ..  M 

7.  Falkland, 

167    , 

36    .     . 

•  •• 

•  •• 

193     .     . 

8.  FliHk  and  Criech,    . 

167    . 

36    .     . 

••• 

60    .     . 

243    ..  M 

9.  Kettle  and  Cults,    . 

157    . 

36    .     . 

1  12    . 

... 

194  12    .  M 

10.  Logie  and  Ganldry, 

167    , 

36    .     . 

11    2    1 

... 

204    2    1  M 

11.  Monimail, 
Dalkeith. 

167    . 

36    .     . 

••• 

60    .     . 

243     a     .  M 

1727    .     . 

378    .     . 

291  14    1 

271     .     . 

2667  14    1 

1.  Carlops,  . 

167    .     . 

36    .     . 

... 

... 

193    .     .  M 

2.  Cockenzie, 

167    .     . 

36    .     . 

32    .     . 

... 

226     .     .  |M, 

3.  Cockpen, 

167    .     . 

36    .     . 

42    4    4 

.«. 

235    4   4LMl 

4.  Dalkeith, 

60    .     . 
107    .     . 

... 
36    .     . 

••• 

160    .     . 

120    .     . 

... 

170    .     .  IM. 
293    .    .  Mj 

5.  Loanhead, 

167    .     . 

18    .     . 

38    .     . 

••• 

213    .     .  1  J 

6.  Muflselbnrgh,  . 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

166    .     . 

•  •a 

358     ..  X 

7.  Pennicuik, 

167    .     . 

36    .     . 

109    4  11 

... 

:W2    4  11  M 

8.  Bofllin,    . 

167    .     . 

36    .     . 

••• 

... 

193     .     .|M 

9.  Stobhill, . 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

15    .     . 

... 

208     .     . 

10.  Temple,  . 
Deer. 

167    .     . 

36    .     . 

•  •■ 

20     .     . 

213     .     . 

1570    .     . 

342    .     . 

661    9    3 

140    .     . 

2603    9    3 

1.  Clola, 

167    .     . 

36    .     . 

21  10    . 

a.. 

214  10    .  M 

2.  Fraserbuigh,   . 

167    .     . 

18    .     . 

60    .     . 

a.a 

225     ..  M 

3.  Longside, 

157    .     . 

18    .     . 

... 

••a 

175    ..  M 

4.  New  Deer, 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

... 

•  ■  • 

193    ..  M 

6.  New  Pitsligo,  . 

167    .     . 

36    .     . 

... 

aa. 

193    ..  M 

6.  Old  Deer, 

167    .     . 

36    .     . 

18    .     . 

•a« 

211     ..  M 

7.  Peterhead,       . 

167    .     . 

••• 

60    .     . 

a. a 

207    ..  M 

8.  Pitsligo,  . 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

•  •• 

aa. 

193    a    .  H 

9.  Rathen,  . 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

20    .     . 

•  »» 

213    ..  M 

10.  Strichen,         .        i 

60    .     . 
107    .     . 

••• 

36    .     . 

•  •• 

48  10    . 

50          a            a 

aaa 

100    ..  M 
191  10    .  M 

11.  St.  Fergns,      . 

167    .     . 

36    . 

.*• 

aaa 

193    ..  U 

1727    .     . 

324    .     . 

208    .     . 

60          .            a 

2309    .     . 

1 

.1 

TABLE  IfO.  lY. 
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PRRRRTTERIEa 

Bqnal 

Dividends, 

1875. 

BupIiM 
Fond. 

Congrei^ 

tioDAlBap- 

plemenU. 

Pre-Disrap- 

tlon  and  Aged 

and  Infirm 

Funds,  etc. 

Total. 

DingfmlL 

£    «.    d 

£    9.   d. 

£    a.    cL 

£    «.    d 

£     s.    d. 

1.  AlnesSy    . 

157    .     . 

18    .     . 

33    2    6 

•*• 

208    2    6 

M 

2.  Dinffwall, 

3.  Fodderty, 

167    .     . 

36    . 

170    .    •. 

•.• 

363     .     . 

M 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

52  10    . 

••• 

245  10     . 

M 

4.  KilmonKsh, 

157    .     . 

18    .     . 

23    8    2 

••• 

198    8    2 

M 

5.  Kilteam, 

167    .     . 

•«• 

14  19    6 

••• 

171  19    6 

M 

6.  Marybiu^^     • 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

68  18    6 

••• 

251  18    6 

M 

7.  Urquharty 

157    .     . 

18    .     . 

33    3    6 

••• 

208    3    6 

M 

&  Uriay,     . 
Dornoch. 

167    .     . 

•.• 

20    7    3 

40    .     . 

217    7    3 

M 

1266    .     . 

162    .     . 

406    9    4 

40     .     . 

1864    9    4 

1.  Aasymt,  . 

167    .     . 

18    .     . 

7  14  11 

15     .     . 

197  14  11 

M 

2.  Clyne,     . 

157    , 

•«• 

17    .     . 

15     .     . 

189    .     . 

M 

3.  Cnech,    • 

167    . 

36    .     . 

•  •■ 

35     .     . 

228     .     . 

M 

4.  Dornoch, 

167    . 

•  •• 

•  •• 

15     .     . 

172     .     . 

5.  Grolspie,  . 

167    , 

••• 

30    .     . 

20    .     . 

207     .     . 

M 

S.  Helmsdale, 

157    . 

18    .     . 

••• 

15     .     . 

190     .     . 

M 

7.  Laiig,      . 

167    , 

••• 

••• 

16     .     . 

172     .     . 

M 

8.  Rogart,    . 

167    . 

••• 

•.• 

16     .     . 

172     .     . 

M 

9.  Roeehall, 

167    . 

••• 

•■• 

15     .     . 

172    .     . 

M 

10.  Stoer,      . 
Dumbaftoa. 

157 

•  •  • 

•  •• 

16     .     . 

172    .     . 

M 

1670    .     . 

72    .     . 

64  14  11 

176     .     . 

1871  14  11 

1.  Alexandria,     . 

157    .     . 

36   .     . 

75    .     . 

••• 

268     .     . 

M 

2L  Anrochar, 

150    .     . 

36    .     . 

29  19    1 

■  •  • 

216  19    1 

M 

3.  Boldemock,     . 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

22J1     7 

«•« 

216  U    7 

M 

4  Bonhill,  . 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

45    .     . 

••• 

238     .     . 

M 

5.  GardroBB, 

167    .     . 

36    .     . 

88    .     . 

••• 

281     .     . 

M 

6.  Dnmlxurton,    . 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

224    7    1 

••• 

417    7    1 

M 

7.  Dnntoclier, 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

33  13  11 

2  16    8 

229    9    7 

M 

8.  Helensburgh— Park, 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

280    .     . 

•  •« 

473     .     • 

M 

9.                           West, 

167    .     . 

36    .     . 

240    .     . 

«•  • 

433     .     . 

M 

10.  Killeam, 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

6    .     . 

•  •• 

198     .     . 

M 

11.  Lass, 

167    .     . 

36    .     . 

6    .     . 

*•• 

198     .     . 

M 

12.  Old  Kilpatrick, 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

65    .     . 

••• 

248     .     . 

M 

13.  Renton,  .  *      • 

167    .     . 

36    .     . 

6    .     . 

•  •  • 

198     .     . 

M 

14               OaeUo, 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

•»• 

•  •• 

193    .     . 

M 

15.  Roeeneath, 

167    .     . 

36    .     . 

60    .     . 

•  •« 

253     .     . 

M 

16.  Shandon, 

Dlllllfrl€S* 

167    .     . 

36    .     . 

61  16    8 

*•• 

254  16    8 

M 

2506    .     . 

676    .     . 

1230    8    4 

2  15    8 

4314    4     . 

1.  Dalbeattie,      . 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

••• 

•  •• 

193    .     . 

M 

2.  Dumfries, 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

110    .     . 

•  •« 

303    .     . 

M 

3.  Dansoore, 

157    .     . 

36   .     . 

20    .     . 

••• 

213     .     . 

M 

4  Irongray, 

5.  KirlLbean,       . 

167    .     . 
157    .     . 

36    .     . 
36    .     . 

11    .      6 

••• 

•  •• 

•  •• 

204     .     6 
193    .     . 

M 
M 

6.  Kirkmahoe,     . 

Carryforward, 

167    .     . 

36    .     . 

6    .     . 

•  •  • 

199    .     . 

M 

942    .     . 

216    .     . 

147    .      6 

•  •• 

1305     .     6 

99 

TABLE*  NO.  IT. 

PREBBYTERIEB. 

Bqnsl 

Dividends, 

187&. 

• 

Smpliis 
FujmL 

Con^Nga- 

tionalBup- 

plemflntik 

Pra-Disrap- 

ttonandA^Ml 

aiidliiiln& 

TOtAL. 

£    8.    d. 

£    8.    (L 

£     8.    d. 

£    9.    d. 

£      •.    d. 

Brought  forward, 

942    .     . 

216    .     . 

147    .     6 

••• 

1305     .    6 

7.  Kirkpairick-Dorham, 

167    .     . 

18    .     . 

6    .     . 

••• 

180     ..   M 

8.  'MazweUtoD,    . 

157    .     . 

18    .     . 

100   .     . 

*** 

276     •.   M 

9.  Buthwell, 
Dunblane. 

167    .     . 

36    .     . 

4    .     . 

••• 

197     ..   M 

1413    .     . 

288    .     . 

266    .      6 

1967    .    6 

• 

1.  Balquhidder,  • 

157    .     . 

36    ,     . 

••• 

... 

193    ..   1 

A 

2.  Bridge  of  Allan,       | 

78  10    . 
78  10    . 

18    .     . 
18    .     . 

74    5    6  40    .     • 
JSho                     ... 

210  15    6 
321  10     .1 

A 

3.  Bucklyvie,      • 

167    .     . 

... 

... 

... 

167     ..   1 

ii 

4.  Gallendar,        • 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

165    .     . 

.«• 

348     ..   1 

ii 

5.  Dunblane,       • 

110    .     . 

18    .     . 

... 

•*• 

128     .     . 

kf 

6.  Oartmore, 

167    .     . 

36    .     • 

5    .     . 

... 

19S     •     .1 

tf 

7.  Kifanadock,     . 

167    .     . 

18    .     . 

97    .     . 

... 

272     ..   1 

tf 

8.  Kippen,  . 

167    .     . 

36    .     . 

... 

... 

193     ..   ] 

tf 

9.  Nomeston, 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

..• 

20    .     . 

213     ..   ] 

tf 

10.  Tillicoultry,    . 

a 

167    .     . 

36    .     . 

* 

26    .     . 

• 

••• 

218     .     .   ] 

If 

•     .  Dundee. 

1623    .     . 

288    .     . 

681    6    6 

60     . 

2462    5    6 

• 

, 

. 

1.  -  Abemyte,  ete. , 

2.  Brougnty-FerTY,Ea8t, 

167    .     . 

36    .     . 

••• 

•a. 

193     ..   1 

If 

167    .     . 

36    .     . 

280    .     . 

... 

443     .     . 

J.                            West, 

167    .     . 

36    .     . 

219  19    6 

... 

412  19    6  ] 

tf 

4.  Dundee— Albert  Sq., 

167    .     . 

36    .     . 

61  12    7 

••• 

254  12    7  1 

If 

5.            Chalmers, 

167    .     . 

18    .     . 

45    .     . 

■•• 

220     ..  ] 

If 

6.  ChaneUhade,  . 

7.  Dnonope, 

167    .     . 
167    .     . 

36..     . 

18    .     . 

210   .     . 
100    .     . 

... 
••• 

403     •     . 
275     .     . 

8.            Hilltown, 

167    .     . 

18    .     . 

325    .     . 

••• 

500    •     . 

9.  •          M'Cheyne,     . 

167    .     . 

36    .     . 

130    .     . 

•.• 

328     •     . 

10.            St  Andrew's, 

167    .     . 

18    .     . 

220    .     . 

••• 

395     .     . 

11.           8t  David's,    . 

167    .     . 

36    .     . 

120    .     . 

... 

818     .     . 

If 

12.           SI  John's,      1 

78  10    . 
78  10    . 

18    .     . 
18    .     . 

250    .     . 
267  10    . 

... 
... 

346  10    . 
864     .     . 

M 

18.           Si.  Paul's,      . 

167    .     . 

36    .     . 

326    .     . 

•«• 

618     .     . 

If 

14.            St  Peter's,     . 

167    .     . 

18    .     . 

272    .     . 

... 

447     .     . 

16.           Wallacetown, 

167    .     . 

18    .     . 

62  10    . 

•  .• 

237  10    . 

II 

16.           Wellgate, 

157    .     . 

18    .     . 

60    .     . 

... 

285     .     . 

if 

17.           Willison, 

167    .     . 

36    .     . 

200    .     . 

... 

393     .     . 

18.  T.iff, 

157    •     . 

36    .     • 

7  10    . 

12  10    • 

213     .     . 

If 

19.  Lochee,   . 

167    .     . 

18    .     . 

70   .     . 

••• 

245     .     . 

M 

20.  Ixmgf ofgan, 

167    .     . 

36    .     . 

100    .     . 

•••    - 

293     .     . 

If 

21.  Mains,     . 

167    .     . 

36    .     . 

30    .     . 

•  •« 

223     .     . 

If 

22.  Monifieth, 

157    .     . 

36    •     . 

20    .     . 

••• 

213     .     . 

M 

28.  Monikie, 

157    .     . 

36   .     . 

28  17    5 

... 

221  17    2 

If 

24.  Tealing,  . 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

19  15    4 

... 

212  15    4 

If 

•  • 

•  • 
1 

3768    .     . 

720    .     . 

3384  14    "i 

r  12  10  . 

7885    4   7 

■ 
• 

1.-  Aberdour, 

167    .     . 

36..     . 

42    5    . 

••• 

836    5    .  ] 

If 

2..  Gamock, 

167 .  .     . 

... 

... 

60    .     . 

207     ..  1 

If 

Cany  foi 

*ward. 

314    .     . 

36    .     . 

42    6    . 

60   .     • 

442    6    . 

TABIE  NO.  IT. 
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rBEBBTTEfiDGS. 

Bqnal 

IMTidendt, 

187& 

Scurplus 
Fund. 

Coiig;r«gm. 

tionAl  Bup- 

plemeattt. 

Pre-Disnip- 

tion  and  A^sd 

and  Infirm 

FundB,  etc. 

Total. 

£    a.    cL 

£    «.    d. 

£     9.    d. 

£    B,    d. 

£       «. 

d. 

Broaght  forwmrd, 

314    .     . 

36    • 

^    5    . 

50    .     . 

442    5 

• 

3.  I>iinfermlme— Abbej 

r  157    .     . 

36    .     . 

182    .     . 

••• 

375     . 

• 

M 

4.               North. 

60    .     . 
107    .     . 

••• 
18    .     . 

90    .     8 

60    .     . 

•  a. 

110     . 
215     . 

• 

8 

M 

5l               St  Andrew's 

,   157    .     . 

36    .     . 

65    .     . 

••• 

248     . 

• 

M 

a  Saline,     .        .        . 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

16  12    . 

... 

209  12 

• 

M 

7.  TonTbnm, 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

■•* 

..• 

193     . 

• 

M 

&  TttUJklUn,       . 
Dtmkeld. 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

16    5    2 

•  *• 

208    6 

2 

M 

1256    .     . 

234    .     . 

401     2  10 

110     .     . 

2001     2  10 

1.  Anchteigaren,         . 

2.  BhurAthole,  . 

157    .     . 

••• 

••• 

•  a* 

157     . 

M 

157    .     . 

..• 

•  a. 

•  *• 

157     . 

3.  Bmrelton, 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

... 

•  .  • 

193     . 

M 

4.  Cmgill.    .        .        . 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

2    .     . 

a.. 

195     . 

M 

a  Ctimie,    . 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

16  17    . 

»»m 

209  17 

U 

a  Balgoue,  eta, 
7.  Dnnkeld, 

157    .     . 
157    .     . 

36    .     . 

18    .     . 

•  •  • 

••• 

a.a 

193     . 
175     . 

M 
M 

S.  Kirkmichael,  . 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

8    .     . 

a. a 

201     . 

M 

9.  Lethendy, 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

8    .     . 

.•  • 

201     . 

M 

la  Moulin,  .        .        . 

•  *  • 

Dnnoon,  etc. 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

60    .     . 

••• 

263     . 

M 

1570    .     . 

J»0    .     . 

94  17    . 

... 

1934  17 

• 

1.  Danoon, . 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

210    .     . 

•  a. 

403     . 

• 

M 

2L  lonellaii. 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

51    6    2 

•  •a 

244    6 

2 

M 

a  Inveraty, 

157    .     . 

18    .     . 

3  14    9 

•  •• 

178  14 

9 

M 

4  Kilfinnan,        ,         | 

17  17    6 
139    2    6 

•*• 

18    .     . 

4    .     . 

110           a             . 

•  •a 

127  17 
161    2 

6 
6 

M 

5l  Kilaztm,          • 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

•*• 

... 

193     . 

• 

M 

a  Kilmodan, 

167    .     . 

•*• 

••• 

... 

157     . 

• 

M 

7.  Kilnran,  . 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

68    2  10 

■  a. 

261    2 

10 

M 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

127    .     . 

aaa 

320     . 

• 

M 

9.  IiOc£u;ilphead, 
la  North  Bute,    . 

157    .     . 

18    .     . 

47    .     . 

•  a. 

222     . 

• 

M 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

20    .     . 

•  a. 

213     . 

• 

M 

11.  North  Knapdale,     . 

12.  Botheaay-— Free,     . 

167    .     . 

18.  .     . 

4    9  10 

*•* 

179    9  10 

M 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

160    .     . 

aaa 

353     . 

• 

M 

la                     Gaelic,  . 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

40    .     . 

a*. 

233     . 

■ 

M 

14                     West,    . 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

160    .     . 

m»9 

343     . 

■ 

M 

15.  Stnchnr, 

• 

Dunse,  etc. 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

••• 

20          a            . 

213     . 

• 

M 

2355    .     . 

432    .     . 

886  13    7 

130     .     . 

3802  13 

J_ 

I.  ADanton,        • 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

26    6  10 

... 

219    6 

10 

M 

2.  Bunse,     . 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

60    .     . 

aaa 

243          a 

M 

3.  Eyemouth,      . 

167    .     . 

36    .     . 

16    .     . 

X; 

208     . 

M 

4  Greenlaw,       • 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

#•• 

20           a            a 

213     . 

M 

»               •                • 

5.  Houndwood,   •        . 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

16    .     . 

at. 

209     . 

M 

6.  Lanfffcon, 

7.  Moraington,    . 

157    .     . 
157    .     . 

36    .     . 
36    .     . 

•  a* 

•  .  • 
... 

193     . 
193     . 

M 
M 

a  Swinton, 

167    .     . 

36    . 

6    .     . 

•  a. 

199     . 

f 

M 

1256    .     . 

288    .     . 

113    6  10 

20     .     . 

1677    6 

10 

■"'      1 

94 


TABLB  NO.  lY. 


PRRRBTTERIE& 

Eaual 

Dlvidenda, 

1875. 

Sorpliifl 
Fond. 

CongregAp 

tional  8ap> 

plementB. 

Pre-Diwnp- 

tionftndAged 

•adlnflnn 

Fnndfl,  etc 

TOTAU 

Edinburgh. 

£      B.     d. 

£    «.    d 

£    «.   <2. 

£«.€(. 

£     ta    d 

1. 

Colinton,  etc., 

157    .     . 

36    .      . 

123    7    6 

••• 

316    7    5  M 

2. 

Ck)T8torphme,  . 

60    .     . 
97    .     . 

•  «  • 

36    .     . 

•a. 

40    .     . 

120    .     . 

••• 

180       a        . 
173       a       .     M 

3. 

Cramond, 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

12    3    S 

■■• 

205    3    9  M 

4. 

Edmbni^h — Barclay, 
Buccuiuch, 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

500    .     . 

... 

693    ..   M 

5. 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

147    .     . 

•  a. 

340    ..  M 

6. 

ChalmerB,  .         | 

60    .     . 
97    .     . 

... 

90    .     . 
210    .     . 

40    .     . 

•  •  • 

190    ..  M 

307         a         . 

7. 

Ck)wgate,    • 

157    .     . 

... 

150    .     . 

••« 

307    a     .  M 

a 

Dean, 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

60    .     . 

•  •• 

253    ..  M 

9. 

Grange, 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

437    5    . 

••• 

630    5    . 

10. 

Greyfriars*,         J 

45    .     . 
112    .     . 

... 
36    .     . 

30    .     . 
260    .     . 

60    .     . 

••• 

125    .     . 

408     ..   M 

11. 

Hiffh  Church,    . 
Hwyrood,  . 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

441    5    . 

•  *• 

634    5    . 

,    12. 

157    .     . 

••• 

90    .     . 

•  •  • 

247     ..  M 

13. 

Knox'8, 

157    .     . 

••• 

•  •  • 

••• 

167     .     .  |M 

14. 

( Lady      Glen-      | 
J      orchy'a    .          ) 

40    .     . 

•••       . 

••• 

80    .     . 

120     .     . 

117    .     . 

36    .     . 

210    .     . 

•  •  • 

363    ..  M 

15. 

M*Crie,       . 

157    .     . 

18    .     . 

135    .      . 

•  •• 

310     .     . 

16. 

Momingside, 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

153    2    2 

... 

346    2    3  M 

17. 

Newington, 

157    .     . 

18    .     . 

300    .     . 

••• 

475     .     .  |M 

18. 

New  North,        | 

78  10    . 
78  10    . 

18    .     . 
18    .     . 

155    .     . 
425    .     . 

70   .     . 

*•• 

321  10    . 
521  10    . 

19. 

Pilrig.         .        . 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

260    .     . 

•  •  • 

463     ..  M 

20. 

Pleasance,  . 

157    .     . 

•  a. 

127    .     . 

••• 

284     a     .  M 

21. 

Bosebum,  . 

167    .     . 

36    .     . 

70    .     . 

••• 

263     a     .  M 

22. 

Boxburgh, 

157    .     . 

•  •  ■ 

100    .     . 

•  •  • 

257     a     .  M 

23. 

St.  Andrew's,     . 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

400    .      . 

••• 

593     ..  M 

24. 

St.  Bernard's,     . 

157    .     . 

36    .    .. 

270  16    € 

... 

463  16    8 

25. 

St.  Golumba's,    . 

157    .     . 

18    .     . 

282    5    . 

•  •  • 

467    5    .  M 

26. 

St.  Cuthbert's,   | 

78  10    . 
78  10    . 

36    .     . 

41  10    . 
139    .     . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

120     .     . 
253  10    . 

27. 

St  David's, 

167    .     . 

»•• 

300    .     . 

•  « • 

457     ..  M 

28. 

St.  George's, 
St  JohnX 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

636    6    . 

••• 

729    6    .  M 

29. 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

300    .     . 

••• 

493     .     . 

30. 

St  Luke's, 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

300    .     . 

•«• 

493     .    a  M 

31. 

St  Mary's, 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

400    .     . 

«  ft  • 

593    ..  M 

32. 

St  Paul's,  . 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

172  10    . 

•  •• 

365  10    .  H 

3a 

St  Peter's, 

157    .     . 

18    .     . 

427  15    'i 

r 

602  15   7 

34. 

St  Stephen's,    . 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

310    .     . 

••• 

603       a       .     ^ 

35. 

Stockbridge, 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

200    .     . 

•«• 

393     a     .  M 

36. 

Tolbooth,   . 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

404  11    i 

\ 

697  11    8 

37. 

Tron, 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

140    .     . 

•*. 

333        a        . 

38. 

T^eith,  North,  .         | 

38  10    . 
118  10    . 

•  •  • 

36    .     . 

27  10    . 
360    .     . 

120    .     . 

•  a. 

186     .     . 
514  10    a  H 

39. 

South,  . 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

100    .     . 

... 

293    ..  „ 

40. 

St  John's,     . 

157    .     . 

18    .     . 

175    .     . 

m9» 

350    ..  M 

41. 

St  Ninian's, 

157    .     . 

•  •* 

57    .     . 

..a 

214    ..  M 

42. 

Liberton, 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

110    .     . 

•aa 

303    ..  M 

43. 

Newhaven, 

157    .     . 

•  •• 

100    .     . 

•  •m 

257  ..  j; 

44. 

Portobello, 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

257    7    . 

9m9 

450    7    .  M 

45. 

Batho,     . 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

29  10  U 

) 

222  10  10  H 

7065    .     . 

1206    .     . 

10367   6  S 

S      480       .           a 

19118    6    2 

TABLE  NO.  IV. 
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PRBSBTTERUfitL 

DiTldendB, 
187S. 

Boxplns 
Fond. 

Congrega- 
tional 8np- 
plements. 

Pre-Diarnp- 

tion  and  Aged 

and  Infirm 

Funds,  etc 

Total. 

Elgin. 

£    a.    d. 

£    B.    d. 

£    8.    d. 

£     9.    d. 

£     «. 

d. 

1.  Alves,      . 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

7  17    6 

... 

200  17 

6 

M 

2.  Baighead, 

157    .     . 

••* 

20    .     . 

... 

177     . 

• 

M 

a  Elgin— High,  . 

157    .     . 

18    .     . 

173    .     . 

... 

• 

M 

4.                South, 

157    .     . 

18    .     . 

Ill    2    7 

•• . 

286    2 

7 

M 

5.  Gannouth,       t 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

23    S    2 

... 

216    3 

2 

M 

6.  Hopeman, 

117    .     . 

18    .     . 

90    .     . 

... 

225     . 

• 

M 

7.  LoMiemoath,  . 

157    .     . 

18    .     . 

28-10    8 

•■• 

203  10 

8 

M 

8.  Plnscarden,     . 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

8    7    6 

••• 

201    7 

6 

M 

9.  Uiqnhart, 
Enon. 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

24    2  10 

•«• 

217    2  10 

M 

1373    .     . 

216    .     . 

486    4    3 

••• 

2075    4 

3 

1.  Omden,  . 

157    .     . 

18    .     . 

35  13    4 

... 

210  13 

4 

M 

2.  Ellon,      . 

157    . 

18    .     . 

11    .     . 

»  •  • 

186     . 

• 

M 

3.  Foveran, 

157    , 

36    .     . 

25    .     . 

» •• 

218     . 

• 

M 

4.  Methlic,  . 

157    . 

18    .     . 

21    .     . 

»»• 

196     . 

• 

M 

5.  New  Machar,  . 

157    , 

18    .     . 

28    .     . 

203     . 

• 

M 

6.  Old  Mddmm, 

157    , 

18    .     . 

46  16    7 

»•• 

221  16 

7 

M 

7.  Udny,     . 

157    , 

36    .     . 

36    .     . 

... 

229     . 

• 

M 

1099    .     . 

162    .     . 

203    9  11 

... 

1464    9  11 

FordouiL 

1.  Beoholm, 

157    .     . 

18    .     . 

29    4    . 

••• 

204    4 

M 

2.  Bervie,    . 

167    . 

tfe* 

«•• 

••• 

157     . 

M 

'    3.  Fettercaim,     . 

157    . 

•  •  • 

10    .     . 

10    .     . 

177     . 

M 

4.  Fordoan, 

157    , 

36    .     . 

24    .     . 

•.• 

217     . 

M 

5.  Glenbervie, 

157    . 

36    .     . 

23    .     . 

••• 

216     . 

M 

6.  Kinneff,  . 

157    , 

36    .     . 

5    .     . 

••• 

198     . 

M 

7.  Lanrencekirk, 

157    . 

36    .     . 

26    .     . 

•  •  • 

219     . 

M 

1   8.  Marykirk, 

157    . 

36    .     . 

• «  • 

••• 

193     . 

M 

9.  St.  Cyrus,       .         | 

53  10    . 
103  10    . 

36".     . 

6"3    7 

90    .     . 

••• 

143  10 
145  13 

7 

M 

10.  Stonehaven,    . 

• 
Fordyce. 

157    .     . 

18    .     . 

40    .     . 

••• 

215     . 

• 

M 

1570    .     . 

262    .     . 

163    7    7 

100    .     . 

2085    7 

7 

1.  BanflF,      . 

157    .     . 

18    .     . 

150    .     . 

•  >• 

325     . 

M 

2.  Boyndie, 

25    . 
132    . 

••• 
36    .     . 

••• 
21    4    8 

40    .     . 

••• 

65     . 
189    4 

8 

M 

3.  Backie,   . 

60    , 
97    - 

•  •• 

«  •  • 

••* 
20    .     . 

60    .     . 

120     . 

117     . 

M 

4.  Gullen,    . 

167    . 

18    .     . 

30    .     . 

*•• 

205     . 

M 

5.  Beskiord, 

157    , 

36    .     . 

•  •  • 

••• 

193     . 

M 

6.  Knzie,      .        .        • 

157    , 

18    .     . 

19  15    5 

... 

194  16 

6 

M 

7.  Ordiqahill, 

157    . 

18    .     . 

25    .     . 

•« « 

200     . 

M 

8.  Portsoy, . 

157    - 

18    .     . 

16    .     . 

••* 

191     . 

1 

M 

1256    .     . 

162    .     . 

282    .      1 

100    .     . 

1800     . 
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TABLE  NO.  IT. 


FBKSBYTERIES. 

Equal 

DiTidendi, 

187& 

Sinwiis 
Fund. 

Covgntfk- 
plenmti. 

Pfs-Disnip- 

tion  and  Aged 

andlnllnD 

Fonds,  etc 

Tom*. 

FotCbu-. 

£    tL     d. 

£  #.    d. 

£   #. 

d 

£    s.    d. 

£    f  .   d. 

1.  Aberlemno,     • 

157    .      . 

36    .     . 

4   . 

• 

■  •  • 

197    ..  M 

2.  Dunnichen,     . 

157    .     . 

36..     . 

26    5 

9 

... 

219    5   9  M 

3.  Forfar— First  Church 

157    .     . 

18    .     . 

150    . 

• 

... 

325    ..  M 

4.                East, 

157    .     . 

18    .     . 

26  10 

• 

... 

201  10    .  M 

5.  Kinnettles, 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

30  18 

4 

15  18    9 

239  17    1 

6.  Kirriemair— North, 

157    .     . 

18..     . 

29    . 

8 

••• 

204    •    8  M 

7.                       South, 

157    .     . 

18    .     . 

50   . 

. 

•*. 

225    ..  M 

8.  Memns,  .        . 
Forres. 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

24    4 

8 

.«. 

217    4   8  M 

1256    .     . 

216    .     . 

340  19 

J 

15  18    9 

1828  18    2 

1.  Dallas,    • 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

15    6 

9 

... 

208    6   9^1 

2.  Dyke,      . 

3.  EdinkilHe,       . 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

18    . 

• 

... 

211    ..  M 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

10    2 

6 

••• 

203    2   5  M 

4.  Forres,    . 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

106    . 

. 

... 

299    ..  M 

5.  Kinloss,  . 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

20    4 

5 

.•• 

213    4    5  M 

6.  Raffoxd,  . 

157    .    ♦. 

18    .     . 

38  17  11 

... 

213  17  11  M 

Garioch. 

942    .     . 

198    .     . 

208  11 

J 

•*. 

1348  11    6 

I.  Blairdaff, 

157    .     . 

36   .     . 

•  •• 

*•• 

193    .    . 

2.  Culsabnond,    . 

157    .     . 

18    .     . 

16    . 

. 

... 

191     ,.  M 

3.  Garioch, . 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

•  •  • 

••• 

193    ..  M 

4.  Insch, 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

25    . 

. 

..• 

218    ..  M 

5.  Invenirie, 

157    .     . 

18    .     . 

50   . 

• 

.«• 

225    ..  M 

6.  Kintore, 

157    .     . 

36    ,     . 

30   . 

• 

••• 

223    ..  M 

7.  Leslie,     . 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

20    . 

. 

.•• 

213    ..  M 

8.  Oyne, 

157    .     . 

18    .     . 

19    1 

8 

••* 

194    1    8  M 

9.  Rayne,    . 

157    .     . 

••• 

... 

... 

l&J    .    .  ^ 

Glasgow. 

1413    .     . 

234    .     . 

160    1 

J 

»•• 

1807    1    8 

> 

I.  Bishopbriggs,  . 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

•  •• 

••• 

193    .    .  M 

2.  Busby,     .        , 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

30   . 

.«• 

223    ..  M 

3.  Cathcart, 

157    .     . 

36   .     . 

184    1 

••  • 

377    1    .    , 

4.  Chryston, 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

49   • 

••• 

242    ..  M 

5.  Cumbernauld, 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

••• 

... 

193    ..  M 

6.  Glasgow^ — ^Anderston, 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

307    . 

•  •  • 

600    .    . 

7.           Argyll,   .        j 

60    .     . 
97    .     . 

•  •  • 

18    .     . 

••• 
110    . 

50   .     . 

*•• 

110    .    . 
225    .    . 

8.           Barony,  . 

157    .     . 

•*• 

315    . 

••* 

472    .    .  ,, 

9.            Bridgegate,     . 

157    .     . 

••■ 

200    . 

... 

357    ..  M 

10.            Bridgetoui 

157    .     . 

18    .     . 

140    . 

•  •  • 

315    ..  M 

11.            Broomielaw,   . 

157    .     . 

18    .     . 

74    5 

27  15    4 

277    .    4 

12.            Camlachie,      . 

157    .     . 

18    .     . 

50    . 

*•• 

226    ..  M 

13.           Campbell  Street 

157    .     . 

••• 

160    . 

«  •  « 

317    .    . 

14.            Chalmers, 

157    .   •. 

18    .     . 

110    . 

27  15    4 

312  16   4 

15.            College,  . 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

350    . 

••■ 

548    .     . 

16.           Duke  Street,  . 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

250    . 

•   ...  • 

443    .     . 

Cany  f 01 

ward, 

2612    .     . 

378    .     . 

2329  6 

• 

105  10    8 

5324  16    8 

TABLE  MO.  IV, 
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PRESBTTERIESL 

BqqaI 

DlTid«nd«, 

187&. 

Burplus 
Fund. 

Congra^ft- 
tional  Sup- 
plewentsL 

Pre-Digrup- 

tionandA^ed 

and  Inftnn 

Funds,  etc 

Total. 

£    s.    d 

£    8.    d. 

£    s.    d. 

£     s.     d. 

£      9,     d. 

Bionght  forward, 

2512    .     . 

378    .      . 

2329    6   . 

105  10    8 

5324  16    8 

17. 

Fixmieston,     . 

157    .     . 

36    .      . 

360    .     . 

•  •  • 

653     .     . 

M 

la 

Ck>rbal8, . 

157    .     . 

36    .      . 

110    .     . 

•  •• 

303     .     . 

M 

19. 

Hope  Street,  . 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

350    .     . 

•  •  • 

643     .     . 

20. 

Hntcheaontown, 

157    .     . 

18    .     . 

230    .     . 

•  •• 

405     .     . 

21. 

Knox's,  . 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

176    .     . 

•  •  • 

368     .     . 

22. 

Kelvinside,     . 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

520    .     . 

•  •• 

713     .     . 

23. 

Kinning  Park, 

157    .     . 

18    .      . 

260    .     . 

•  •  • 

435     .     . 

2i. 

KingBton, 

167    .     . 

36    .     . 

17    .     . 

•  •  ■ 

210     .      . 

25. 

l>on  Street,  . 
IdaitLmd, 

167    .     . 

... 

178    .     . 

27  15    4 

362  15    4 

26. 

157    .     . 

.«• 

110  12    . 

27  15    4 

295    7    4 

27. 

Martyr's, 

157    .     . 

18    .     . 

14    .     . 

•  •• 

189     .     . 

28. 

Maryhill, 

157    .     . 

« •  • 

75    .     . 

•  •• 

232     .     . 

M 

29. 

Milton,   . 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

66    .     . 

•  •• 

249     . 

aa 

Queen's  Park, . 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

163.  .     . 

•  •  • 

346     . 

31. 

Renfield, 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

518    .     . 

•  •• 

711     . 

32. 

St.  Andrew's, 

167    .     . 

36    .     . 

260    .     . 

••• 

443     . 

33. 

St.  David's,    . 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

200    .     . 

••• 

393     . 

34. 

St.  Enoch's,    . 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

250    .     . 

•  •  • 

443     . 

35. 

St.  George's,  . 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

225    .     . 

••• 

418     . 

36. 

St  James', 

167    -     . 

18    .     . 

290    4    . 

•  •  • 

465    4 

37. 

St  John's,       1 

40    .     . 
117    .     . 

•  a  • 

36    .     . 

290    .     . 

268    .     . 

70    .     . 

•  •• 

400     . 
421     . 

3a 

St  Lnke's, 

45    .     . 
112    .     . 

... 

18  10    . 
266    .     . 

50     .     . 

113  10 
378     . 

39. 

St  Mark's,     . 

157    .     . 

... 

300    .     . 

•  •  • 

457     . 

40. 

St  Matthew's, 

157    .     - 

36    .     . 

470    .     . 

■  •  • 

663     . 

41. 

St  Paul's,       . 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

160    .     . 

•  •• 

353     . 

M 

42L 

at  Peter's,     . 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

410    .     . 

•  *• 

603     . 

43. 

St  Stephen's, 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

360    .     . 

•  •• 

643     . 

44. 

Stock\rell, 

157    .     . 

•  •  1 

340    .     . 

•  •• 

497     . 

45. 

Trinity,  . 

167    .     . 

•  •• 

337  11     1 

•  ■• 

494  11     ] 

46. 

Tron, 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

484    .     . 

•  •  • 

677     . 

47. 

Union,    . 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

300    .     . 

•  •• 

493     . 

48. 

Victoria, 

157    .     . 

... 

137    5    . 

•  •• 

294    6 

49. 

Wellpark,       . 

157    -     . 

36    .     . 

206    2    fi 

... 

398    2    ( 

) 

M 

50. 

West,     . 

167    .     . 

36    .     . 

255    .     . 

•  •• 

448     . 

» 

61. 

Wynd,    . 

157    .     . 

«*. 

89    2    1 

•  •• 

246    2    ] 

L 

52. 

Young  Street, 

157    .     . 

... 

146    2    S 

27  15    4 

330  18    ] 

I 

M 

53. 

Govan,    . 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

260    .     . 

... 

453     .     . 

M 

54. 

Hll1h4«d, 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

... 

••• 

193     .     . 

M 

55. 

Kilsyth,  . 
Kirluntillooh — 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

54    .     . 

... 

247     .     . 

M 

66. 

St  Andrew's, 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

51    6    « 

... 

244    6    ( 

5 

M 

57. 

St  David's, 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

108    2   . 

... 

301     2     . 

M 

58. 

Millentone,     • 

167    .     . 

36    .     . 

... 

. .  • 

193     .     . 

M 

59. 

Parfcick,  . 

167    .     . 

18    .     . 

131  12    2 

... 

306  12    ] 

I 

60. 

High,  . 

167    .     . 

36    .     . 

238    .     . 

..• 

431     .     . 

61. 

RnthfltgleB,    • 
GrMoodE. 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

170    7  IC 

... 

363    7  U 

) 

M 

1 

9577    .     . 

1548    .     . 

12,611  4  1 

308  16    8 

23.945    .     9 

U 

Giunhme, 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

85    2   . 

... 

278    2     . 

M 

2.  Srdoii^.        « 

Ctary£Drwar< 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

.•• 

•a. 

193     .     . 

_ 

M 

314   .     . 

.72    .     . 

85    2   . 

••• 

471    2    . 
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TABLB  MO.  IT. 


PRESBTTERIES. 


Brought  forward, 

3.  Fairlie,    . 

4.  Cronrock, 
Greenock — 

5.  CrawfordBbum, 
Gaelic,     . 

Middle,   .         I 

North,     . 
8t.  Andrew's, 
St  Thomas',    . 

Wellpark,         | 

West,      . 


6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 


12. 

13.  Inverkip, 

14.  LaigB, 

15.  Port-Glasgow, 


Hadding;toii,  etc. 

1.  Dirleton, 

2.  Dunbar,  . 

3.  Garvald, . 

4.  HaddingtoOtStJolm 

5.  Humbie, .        . 

6.  Innerwick, 

7.  North  Berwick, 

8.  Pencaitland,    . 

9.  Prestonkirk,    . 

10.  Preetonpaas,    . 

11.  Salton,    . 

12.  Tranent, 

13.  Yester,    . 


Hamiitoo. 

1.  Airdrie,  BroomknoU, 

2.  High  Church, 

3.  Wert  Church, 

4.  Blantyre, 

5.  Bothwell, 

6.  Cambuslanff,    . 

7.  Cambusnetnan 

8.  Chapelhall, 

9.  Chapelton, 

10.  Coatbridge, 

11.  Dahdel,   . 

12.  East  Kilbride, 
la  Hamilton, 

14.  Holytown,. 

15.  Larkhall, 

Carry  forward. 


Equal 

Dividends, 

187& 


£ 
314 

157 
157 


s.  d 


157  . 

157  . 

78  10 

78  10 

157  . 

157  . 

157  . 

50  . 

107  . 

167  . 

157  . 

157  . 

157  . 


2355    . 


157 
157 
157 
157 
157 
157 
157 
157 
157 
157 
157 
157 
157 


2041 


157 
157 
157 
157 
50 
107 
157 
157 
157 
157 
157 
157 
167 
157 
157 
157 


2365 


Snrplm 
Fond. 


£  »,  d. 
72  .  . 
36  .  . 
36    .     . 


36 

36 
18 
36 
36 

18* 

36 

36 

36 

18 


450    . 


36  . 
36  . 
36  . 
36    . 


36  . 

••• 

36  . 

36  . 

36  . 

36  • 

36  . 


360    . 


18 
36 
36 
36 

36* 

36 

36 

36 

36 

18 

36 

36 

36 

36 

36 


504    . 


CoDgregB- 

tioiial  8up- 

plementiL 


Pre-Dtenip- 

tion  and  Agoi 

and  Infirm 

Funda,  etc 


£  B.  d. 

85  2 

10  . 

40  . 

134  . 

170  . 

100  . 

242  10 

100  . 

200  . 

100  . 

80  . 

98  . 

250  . 

5  . 

150  . 

202  14  91 


1967  6  9 


56  . 

3  . 

115  . 


20  . 

••* 
35  . 

••• 
10  . 
20  . 


259  . 


109  7 

60  . 

74  . 

8  . 

190  . 

165  . 

100  . 

10  . 

8  . 

4  16 

65  . 

28  . 

96  1 

386  . 


6 


••• 


1292  4  8 


£     8.    d. 


70  . 


... 
••• 
••• 

■  a. 


70  . 


•  •• 


15  . 
60  . 


65  . 


60 


TOTAI. 


60 


£     s.    d, 
471  2 
203  . 
233  . 

291  . 

363  . 

178  10 

357  . 

275  . 

393  . 

293  . 

200  . 

223  . 

443  . 

198  . 

343  . 

377  14 


193  . 

249  . 

196  . 
308 

157  . 

157  . 

213  . 

157  . 

243  . 

243  . 

203  . 

213  . 

193  . 


2725 


M 
M 


M 
M 

I 
M 


M 


4842  6  9 


M 
M 
M 
M 
M 
M 
M 

m; 


284  7  S% 
243  .  -  J*! 


267  .  . 

201  .  . 

300  .  . 

293  .  . 

203  . 

201  .  • 

197  16  2 

240  .  . 

221  .  . 

288  1  . 

578  .  . 

193  .  . 

193  .  . 


M 

M 

M 
M 
M 
K 


4211  4  8 


TABLE  M0»  IT. 
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FREBBTTERIE& 

Equal 

Diriaends, 

1876. 

Surplofl 
Fand. 

Congrega- 
tional Uujv 
plemento. 

Pro-Disrup- 
tion and  Aged 
and  Inflnii 
Funds,  etc 

Total. 

£     s.  (L 

£    '.  d. 

£    «.  d. 

£       B.      d. 

£      «. 

rf. 

Brought  forward, 

2356    .     . 

604    .     . 

1292    4    8 

60     .     . 

4211     4 

8 

16.  ShottB,    . 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

••• 

•  •• 

193     . 

• 

M 

17.  Stonehoiue,     . 

157    .     . 

18    .     . 

10    .     . 

••• 

185     . 

• 

M 

1&  J^Strathaven,     . 

167    .     . 

18    .     . 

10    .     . 

8     .     . 

193     . 

• 

M 

2826    ,     . 

676    .     . 

1312    4    8 

68     .     . 

4782    4 

8 

1.  Daviot,    . 

167    .     . 

36    .     • 

••• 

•*• 

193     . 

M 

2L  Doree,     . 

157    .     . 

18    .     . 

30    .     . 

•.  • 

205     . 

M 

3.  Inverness — 'East, 

167    .     . 

••• 

121    .     . 

■•• 

278     . 

M 

4.                      High, 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

310    .     . 

••• 

603     . 

M 

5.                      North. 

167    .     . 

•  •• 

262    .     . 

«*• 

419     . 

M 

6.  Kiltarlity,       . 

167    .     . 

•  «• 

3    .    11 

••• 

160     . 

li 

M 

7.  Kirkhill, 

I 

157    .     . 

18    .     . 

20    4    . 

26  16     . 

222     . 

M 

8.  Moy, 

R 

167    .     . 

36    .     . 

6    .     . 

••• 

198     .. 

M; 

9.  Petty,     . 
10.  Stratherrick,  . 

1 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

•  V  • 

••• 

193     . 

M' 

1 

157    .     . 

18    .     . 

16  17    7 

••• 

190  17 

7 

Mi 

Irvine. 

1570    .     . 

198    .     . 

767    2    6 

26  16     . 

2561  18 

6 

^"^" 

1.  Ardroflsan, 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

25    6    . 

••• 

218    6 

M 

2.  Beith,      . 

167    .     . 

36    .     . 

22    .     . 

•  •  • 

215     . 

M 

3.  Catrine,  . 

167    .     . 

•  •• 

•  •• 

•  •  • 

157     . 

M 

4.  Dahv,     . 

5.  lyonlop,  . 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

27    .     . 

■  •  * 

220     . 

M 

167    .     . 

36    .     . 

15    .     . 

•  ■• 

208     . 

M 

6.  Fenwick, 

167    .     . 

36    .     . 

•  •  • 

••• 

193     . 

Ml 

7.  Follerton, 

167    .     . 

36    .     . 

8    .      4 

13    8  10 

214    9 

2  ^M= 

8.  Oalston,  . 

167    .     . 

18    .     . 

8    .     . 

42     .     . 

225     . 

M! 

9.  Hurlford, 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

•  *   V 

•  •  • 

193     . 

Ml 

10.  Irvine,     . 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

71    .     . 

•  •  • 

264     . 

M 

IL  Kilbimie, 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

4  10    . 

••• 

197  10 

M 

Kibnamock — 

12.             Henderson,     . 

167    .     . 

36    .     . 

1.0    .     . 

•  •  • 

203     . 

M 

13.             High  Church, 

167    .     . 

36    .     . 

250    .     . 

•  •  • 

443     . 

M 

14.             St.  Andrew's, 

167    .     . 

18    .     . 

147    2    4 

•  •• 

322    2 

4 

M 

15.  Kilmaurs, 

167    .     . 

36    .     . 

••• 

••• 

193     . 

M; 

16.  Kilwinning,     . 

167    .     . 

36    .     . 

15    .     . 

«  •  • 

208     . 

M 

17.  Loudoun, 

157    .     . 

18    .     . 

20    .     . 

1  •  • 

195     . 

M 

18.  Mauchline, 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

•  •• 

•  •  • 

193     . 

M, 

19.  Mnirkirk, 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

•  •  « 

•  •  • 

193     . 

m: 

20.  Perceton, 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

28    .     . 

•  •  • 

221     . 

M 

21.  Saltcoats, 

167    .     . 

36    .     . 

52    4    9 

•  •  • 

246    4 

9 

M 

22.  Stevenston,     . 

167    .     . 

36    .     . 

•  •  « 

•  •* 

193     . 

M 

23.  Stewarton, 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

45    5    . 

•  ■  • 

238    5 

M 

24.  West  Kilbride,         | 
Islay. 

60    .     . 
97    .     . 

36".     . 

36    .     . 
60    .     . 

110     .     . 

206     . 
183     . 

M 

3768    .     . 

774    .     . 

834    8    6 

166    8  10 

6541  17 

J^ 

i 

i 

1.  Kilchoman,     • 

157    .     . 

■  •  • 

1  10    8 

••• 

158  10 

8 

M. 

2.  Kildalton, 

167    .     . 

36    .     . 

6    .     . 

••■ 

199     . 

• 

m' 

3.  Killarrow, 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

•  •  • 

20     .     . 

213     . 

• 

M 

1 

471    .     . 

72    .     . 

7  10    8 

20     .     . 

570  10 

8 

1 

I 

- 
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TABLE  NO.  lY. 


FRE8BYTERIE8. 

Eqnia 

DividnndB, 

1876. 

Barplufl 
Fund. 

Coiigroga- 

tionu  Sup> 

plemoiU. 

Pre-Disrap- 

tion  and  Aged 

iind  lofirm 

Funds,  etc 

Total. 

Jedburgh. 

£     a,  d. 

£    «.  d 

£    «.  d. 

£     «. 

d. 

£      C 

d. 

1.  Ancmm,          .        . 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

•  a  . 

•  •• 

193     . 

• 

M 

2.  Castleton, 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

22  13    8 

••• 

216  13 

8 

M 

3.  Crailing^ . 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

11    .     . 

••• 

204    . 

• 

M 

4.  Denhomi, 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

•.• 

•  •• 

193    . 

• 

M 

5.  Hawick,  .        . 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

212    .     . 

•  •  • 

406     . 

• 

6.               St.  Andrew's, 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

70    .     . 

«  •  • 

263     . 

• 

7.  Jedburgh, 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

71  16  10 

•  •  • 

264  16  10 

M 

8.  Wolilee,  . 
Kelsa 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

•  •  • 

•  •• 

193    . 

• 

M 

1266    .     . 

288    .     . 

387.10    6 

•  •• 

1931  10 

J^ 

• 

1.  Coldstream,     . 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

36    .     . 

•  •• 

228*  . 

• 

M 

2.  Eccles,    . 

157  .      . 

36    .     . 

•*• 

••• 

193     . 

• 

M 

3.  Gordon,  . 

107    .     . 

..• 

32    .     . 

•  •• 

139     . 

• 

M 

4L  Kelao, 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

125    .     . 

•  •• 

318    . 

• 

M 

5.  Makerstonn,    , 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

•  •* 

•  •  • 

193    . 

• 

M 

6.  Morebattle, 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

•  ■  • 

«•• 

193     . 

• 

M 

7.  Nenthom, 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

17    2    3 

•  •  • 

210    2 

3 

M 

8.  Sprouston, 

9.  Westruther,    . 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

60    .     . 

•  •  ■ 

253     . 

• 

M 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

9    18 

•  *• 

202    1 

8 

M 

10.  Yethohn, 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

•  •  ■ 

•  •• 

193     . 

* 

M 

Kinrardine  O'NeiL 

1520    .     . 

324    .     . 

278    3  11 

«  •  • 

2122    3  11 

1.  Aboyne,  . 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

••■ 

•  •• 

193    . 

M 

2.  Ballater, . 

157    . 

18    .     . 

•  •• 

20     . 

• 

195    . 

M 

3.  Banchory-Teman, 

157    . 

36    .     . 

50    .     . 

•  •• 

243    . 

^1 

4  Braemar, 

157    . 

36    .     . 

••• 

•  ■• 

193     . 

ill 

.  —1 

5.  Clunv,     . 

6.  Crathie,  . 

110    , 

36    .     . 

#•• 

•  •  • 

146    . 

M 

157    . 

••• 

•  •  ■ 

••• 

157     . 

7.  Oromar,  . 

157    . 

«  •  • 

•  ■  • 

20    . 

• 

177     . 

M 

8.  Echt,       . 

157    , 

36    .     . 

2    6    . 

•  •  • 

196    6 

M 

9.  f  Jncardine  O'Neil, 

157    . 

36    .     . 

*  •  • 

• « • 

193    . 

M 

10.  Lumphanan,    . 

167    . 

•«• 

«•* 

15  18 

9 

172  18 

9 

M 

1 1.  Midmar, . 

157    . 

36    .     . 

#  •  ■ 

••• 

193    . 

M 

12.  Strachan, 

157    , 

••• 

M*  » 

60    . 

• 

207     . 

M 

13.  Tarhmd,  . 

157    . 

36    .     . 

#  •  ■ 

16  18 

9 

208  18 

9 

M 

1994   .     . 

306    .     . 

62    6    . 

121  17 

^ 

2474    3 

J^ 

Kinroflt. 

1.  Fossoway^ 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

7    .     . 

•  •  • 

200    . 

• 

M 

2.  Kinross,  . 

• 

1 

167   .     . 

36    .     . 

20    .     . 

••• 

213    . 

• 

M 

3.  Orwell,    . 

• 

1 

167    .     . 

36    .     . 

26    .     . 

a  •  • 

218    . 

• 

M 

4.  Portmoak, 

• 

• 

167    .     . 

36    .     . 

2  18    . 

••• 

196  18 

• 

M 

5.  8trathmi|^o^    < 

•        1 

1 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

25    2    1 

••• 

ft 

218    8 

1 

M 

• 

785   .     . 

180    .     . 

80    .      1 

•  •  • 

1046   . 

_l 

1 

^^ 

TABU  50.  IT. 
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PRESBTTERIEa 

Equal 

DlvHlendB, 

1876. 

Surplofl 
Fund. 

Congrega- 
tional 8up- 
plements. 

Pre-DIsrup- 

tion  and  Aged 

and  Infirm 

Funds,  etc 

TOTAI 

'. 

Kintyre. 

£    B,  d 

£    $.  d. 

£    8,  d. 

£     M.     d. 

£      «. 

d. 

I.  Campbelton,  Lochend 

157    .     . 

,      36    .     . 

70    .     . 

•  ■  • 

263     . 

M 

2.                Lorn  Street, 

157    . 

1          ••• 

90   .     . 

«  •  • 

247     . 

M 

a  Kilbeny, 

157    . 

36    .     . 

•«• 

•  •  • 

193     . 

M 

i  Kabride, 

119  14 

36    .     . 

29    .     . 

•  •« 

184  14 

M 

5.  KUlean,  . 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

•  •• 

•  «  ■ 

193     . 

M 

6.  Kilmory,         . 

157    .     . 

18    .     . 

•  •  • 

•  •• 

175     . 

M 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

15  14    4 

•  *  • 

208  14 

4 

M 

8.  Shiakan, .        • 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

•  •  • 

20     .     . 

213     . 

M 

9.  Tarbert>  . 

157    .     . 

■          ••• 

•  •  • 

■«• 

157     . 

M 

1375  14 

.     234    .     . 

204  14    4 

20     .     . 

1834    8 

4 

Kirkcaldy. 

I.  Burntialatid,    . 

157    .     . 

18    .     . 

100    .     . 

«  •  1 

275     . 

• 

M 

2.  Dysart.   . 

157    . 

36    .     . 

19    7    7 

•  •• 

212    7 

7 

M 

3.  East  Wemjras, 

157    . 

36    .     . 

30    .     . 

23  13     . 

246  13 

M 

4.  Kennoway, 

157    . 

36    .     . 

30    .     . 

•  •  • 

223     . 

M 

5.  Kinghom, 

157    , 

36    .     . 

••• 

•  •• 

193     . 

M 

6.  Kinglassie, .     . 

157    . 

36    .     . 

*  •  1 

50     .     . 

243     , 

M 

7.  Kirkcaldy, 

157    . 

36    .     . 

207    .     . 

... 

400    . 

M 

8.           AbbotshaU,     . 

157    , 

18    .     . 

40    .     . 

« •  • 

215     . 

M 

9.            Ihumikier, 

157    . 

36    .     . 

•  »• 

•  •  • 

193     . 

M 

10.            Inverteil, 

157    . 

.      18    .     . 

35    .     . 

•  •• 

210     . 

M 

11.           Pathhead,       . 

157    . 

18    .     . 

115    .     . 

•  • 

290     . 

M 

12.  Leslie,     . 

157    . 

18    .     . 

18    .     . 

••# 

193     . 

M 

13.  Leven,     . 

157 

36    .     . 

100    .     . 

•  •  • 

293     . 

M 

14.  Loch^ellv, 

15.  MarkiDch, 

157    . 
157 

36    .     . 
36    .     . 

•  •  • 

76    .     . 

•  •• 

•  •• 

193     . 
268     . 

M 
M 

2355    . 

.    460    .     . 

769    7    7 

73  13    . 

3648    . 

7 

Kirkcndbright 

1.  Auchincaini,   . 

167    .     . 

36    .     . 

27  12   . 

»•• 

220  12 

• 

M 

2.  Balmaghie, 

157    .     , 

36    .     . 

«  •  ■ 

••• 

193     . 

• 

M 

3.  Borgue,   . 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

10    .     . 

•  »• 

203     . 

• 

M 

4.  Castle-Douglas, 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

20    .     . 

•  •• 

213     . 

• 

M 

5.  Girthon,  . 

157    .     < 

36    .     . 

12  19    6 

••• 

205  19 

6 

M 

6.  Qlenkens, 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

6    .     . 

« •  • 

199     . 

. 

M 

7.  Kirkcndbright, 

60    .     . 
97    .     . 

36  '.     . 

30    .     . 
92    7    6 

60    .     . 

•  •  • 

150     . 
225    7 

6 

M 

8.  Tongland, 

60    .     . 
97    .     . 

• « • 

36    .     . 

9    5    6 

50    .     . 

•  •  • 

110     . 
142    5 

• 

6 

M 

1256    .  '  . 

288    .     . 

208    4    6 

110     .     . 

1862    4 

6 

1.  Carluke, . 

167    .     . 

.      36    .     . 

10    .     . 

•  •• 

203     . 

M 

2,  Camwath, 

157    .     . 

•■• 

25    .     . 

«•• 

182     . 

M 

3.  Douglas,. 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

•  •• 

•  • « 

193     . 

M 

4.  Lanark,  . 

157    .     . 

.      36    .     . 

•  •• 

•  •  • 

193     . 

M 

5.  Lesmahagow,  . 

157    .     . 

1                    ••• 

130    .     . 

•  4 

-287     . 

M 

785    .     . 

,     108    .     . 

165    . 

»•  • 

1058     . 

* 

l-u. 


a 
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TABLE  MO.  IV. 


PRESBTTERIKH. 

Equal 

Dividends, 

1876, 

Surplus 
FuQd. 

Congrega- 
tional 8up- 
plemenU. 

Pre-Dismp- 

ttoD  and  Aged 

and  Inflrm 

Fonda,  eta 

TOTAl. 

m                  m 

£     s.  d. 

£     B.     d. 

£    s,  d. 

£'  A     d 

£     t.    d. 

X»     J[jcvdk^             •                 •                « 

157    .     . 

•  •  ■ 

5    .     . 

... 

162    .     . 

M 

2.  Barvas,    . 

157    .     . 

•  *  • 

•  ■  • 

.a* 

157    .     . 

M 

3.  Carloway, 

157    .     . 

•  •  • 

*•• 

... 

157    .     . 

M 

4.  CroBS, 

157    .     . 

•  ■• 

•  •  • 

■  •  • 

167    .     . 

M 

5.  Knock,    . 

157    .     . 

•  •  ■ 

•  •  ■ 

... 

157     .     . 

M 

6.  Lochs, 

157    .     . 

«•  ■ 

•  •• 

... 

167    .     . 

M 

7.  Stomoway, 

157    .     . 

•  •• 

90    .     . 

•  •  • 

247     .     . 

M 

8.  Uig, 

157    .     . 

•  •  • 

•  •  ■ 

... 

167    .     . 

M 

Linlithgow. 

1256    .     . 

•  •• 

95    .     . 

... 

1351     .     . 

1.  Abercom, 

157    .     . 

•  •  • 

•  •  « 

... 

1.57    .     . 

2.  Armadale, 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

»\* 

•  .  • 

193    .     . 

M 

3.  Bathgate, 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

25    .     . 

... 

218    .     . 

M 

4.  Boneas,    . 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

30    .     . 

... 

223    .     . 

M 

5.  Falkirk,  . 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

.k* 

60     .     . 

243    .     . 

6.  QraDgemoiith, 

7.  Kirkfiston, 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

60    .     . 

... 

253     .     . 

M 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

75    2    . 

... 

268    2    . 

M 

8.  Linlithgow,     , 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

40    .     . 

... 

233    .     . 

M 

9.  Polmont, 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

20    .     . 

... 

213    .     . 

M 

10.  Slamannan, 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

10    .     . 

... 

203    .     . 

M 

11.  Torphichen,    , 

157    .     . 

... 

10    .     . 

... 

167    .    . 

M 

12.  Uphall,   . 

13.  mitbnm. 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

•  •• 

... 

193    .    . 

M 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

•  •  ■ 

... 

193    .    . 

M 

Locfacaritm. 

2041    . 

396    .     . 

270    2    . 

60     .     . 

2757    2    . 

1.  Applecrosa, 

157    .     . 

... 

... 

... 

167    .    . 

M 

2.  Gairloch, 

157    .     . 

■*. 

... 

... 

157    .    . 

M 

a  Glenelg,  . 

157    .     . 

... 

•  •  • 

... 

157    .     . 

M 

4.  Lochauh, 

157    .     . 

••. 

11    6    1 

... 

168    6    1 

M 

5.  Lochbroom, 

157    .     . 

... 

52    8  11 

... 

209    8  11 

M 

6.  Lochcarron, 

157    .     . 

•*• 

•  •  fl 

■  •  ■ 

167    .    . 

M 

7.  Plockton, 

157    .     . 

••• 

•  •• 

•■. 

157    .    . 

8.  Poolewe, 

157    .     . 

*•• 

•  •• 

... 

167    .    . 

M 

9.  Shieldag, 

157    .     . 

••• 

•  «• 

... 

.  167    .    . 

Lockerbie. 

1413    .     . 

... 

63  15    . 

•.. 

1476  15    . 

167    .     . 

36    .     . 

24  15    8 

... 

217  16   8 

m; 

2.  Canonbie, 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

... 

« • » 

193    .    . 

M, 

3.  Ecclef  echan,    . 

157    •     . 

36    .     . 

8    .     . 

... 

201     .    . 

Ml 

4.  Halfmorton,    . 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

•  •  • 

... 

193    .    .  |>!i 

5.  Johnstone,  etc., 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

16  17    . 

... 

208  17    . 

M 

6.  Kirkpatrick-Fleming, 

7.  Langholm, 

8.  Lochmaben,    . 

157    .     . 

.*• 

•  •  • 

••• 

157    .    . 

M 

167    .     . 

36    .     . 

89  16    1 

... 

282  16    1 

M 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

70    .     . 

•  a. 

263    .    . 

M 

9.  Lockerbie, 

167    .     . 

36    .     . 

60    .     . 

•  •  • 

243    .    . 

M. 

10.  Moffat»    • 

50    .     . 
107    .     . 

... 
18    .     . 

60    .     . 
130    .      6 

90    .     . 

... 

190    •    . 
265    .    5 

Ml 

1570    .     . 

306         • 

438    9    2 

90     .     . 

2404    9    2 

1 

____ 

TABLE  NO.  17. 


103 


PRE3BYTERIE& 

Eanal 

Dividends, 

1875. 

Surplus 
Fond. 

Congrega- 
tional Hup- 
plemental 

Pre-Diarnp- 

tion  and  Aged 

and  Infirm 

Funds,  etc. 

Total. 

Loro. 

£    «.  d. 

£    8,  d. 

£       9,      i 

i. 

£     «. 

d 

£       s. 

d 

1.  Appin,    . 

2.  Arachattan,    . 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

••• 

193     . 

M 

157    .     . 

•  ■• 

... 

■ 

157     . 

M 

3.  Glenorchy, 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

•  •  • 

193     . 

M 

4.  lalbrandon,     . 

157    .     . 

•  ■  • 

•»• 

157     . 

M 

5.  Kilninyer, 

157    .     . 

•  •• 

•*• 

157     . 

M 

6.  Muckaim, 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

*•• 

193     . 

M 

7.  Oban,      . 
Meigie. 

157    .     . 

... 

••• 

157     . 

M 

1099    .     . 

108    .     . 

••• 

... 

1207     . 

• 

I.  Airlie, 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

10    . 

••• 

203     • 

M 

2.  Alyth,     . 

157    . 

36    .     . 

65    3 

••• 

248    3 

M 

3.  BliuTgowrie,  First  Ch. 

157    . 

18    .     . 

150    . 

•*• 

325     . 

M 

4.                        South, 

157    . 

36    .     . 

140    . 

••• 

333     . 

M 

5.  Gonpar- Angus, 

157 

36    .     . 

50    . 

••• 

243     . 

M 

6.  Cray, 

157 

36    .     . 

36    . 

**• 

229     . 

M 

7.  Glenisla^ 

157 

36    .     . 

10    . 

•  •  ■ 

203     . 

M 

8.  Meigie,    . 

157 

•  •  * 

... 

20     . 

• 

177     . 

M 

9.  Newtyle, 

157 

18    .     . 

3    9 

••. 

178    9 

M 

10.  Rattray, . 
MuU. 

157 

18    .     . 

4    . 

... 

179    . 

M 

1570    .     . 

270    .     . 

458  12 

• 

20     . 

. 

2318  12 

• 

• 

l.'CoU, 

157    .     . 

•  •• 

3  15 

2 

••■ 

160  15 

2 

M 

2.  lona. 

157 

■          • 

■  •  « 

•  •• 

30    . 

• 

187     . 

■ 

M 

157    . 

• 

36    .     . 

•  • « 

•  •  • 

193     . 

• 

M 

4.  Tobermory,     . 

157    . 

■          • 

36    .     . 

•  •  • 

•  •• 

193     . 

• 

M 

5.  ToroBay,  etc., 
Nairn. 

157    . 

1          • 

36    .     . 

•  •• 

■  •  • 

193    . 

• 

M 

786    .     . 

108    .     . 

3  15 

2 

30    . 

• 

926  15 

2 

1.  Ardclach, 

50    , 
107    . 

•  •• 

18    .     . 

15    . 
28  17 

• 
• 

60    . 

■ 

125     . 
153  17 

• 

M 

2.  Ardemier, 

157    . 

18    .     . 

48    . 

. 

••■ 

223     . 

• 

M 

3.  Auldearn, 

157    . 

36    .     . 

27    1 

2 

••• 

220    1 

2 

M 

4  Cawdor,  . 

157    . 

36    .     . 

18  12 

7 

30    1 

9 

241  14 

4 

M 

5.  Croy, 

157    . 

18    .     . 

12    . 

. 

••• 

187     . 

• 

M 

6.  Nairn, 

Orkney.. 

157    . 

36    .     . 

150    . 

■ 

•  •  • 

343     . 

• 

M 

942    .     . 

162    .     . 

299  10 

9 

90    1 

9 

1493  12 

6 

1.  Birsay,    . 

157    .     . 

■  •• 

•  •  • 

•  •  ■ 

167     . 

• 

M 

2,  Deemess, 

157    . 

•  •• 

•  t« 

••* 

167     . 

. 

M 

3.  Bvie,  etc.. 

167    . 

«•• 

•  •  • 

••• 

167     . 

* 

M 

4.  Firth,      . 

157    . 

18    .     . 

•  •• 

•■• 

175     . 

. 

M 

5.  Harray,  . 

157 

18    .     . 

«•• 

••  ■ 

175     . 

• 

M 

6.  iLirkwall, 

157    . 

•  •  • 

30  17 

5 

■■« 

187  17 

6 

M 

7.  North  Ronaldshay, 

157    . 

•  •• 

*<• 

... 

157     . 

* 

M 

8.  Ofphir,    . 

Carry  forward. 

157    , 

18    .     . 

••* 

••• 

175    . 

* 

M 

1256    .     . 

64    .     . 

30  17 

5 

••• 

1340  17 

5 
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TABLE  NO.  IV. 


PRESBYTERIES. 

Equal 

Dividends, 

1875. 

Burplos 
Fund. 

Confrrega- 
tional  Sup- 
plements. 

Pre-Disrap- 

tion  and  Aged 

and  Inflnn 

Fonda,  et«. 

Total. 

Broudit  forward 
9.  Papa  "W  estray, 

10.  Rousay,  . 

11.  Sanday,  . 

12.  St.  Andrews,  . 

13.  Stronmess, 

t 

£     s,  d, 
1256    .      . 
157    .     . 
157    .     . 
157    .     . 
157    .     . 
157    .     . 

£ 
54 

8,    d. 

•           • 

£    «.    d. 
30  17    6 

£ 

B.    d. 

£      «.    d. 
1340  17    5 
157     .     .   M 
157    .     .  M 
157    .     .  M 
157    .     .   M 
167    .     .   M 

2041    .     . 

54    .     . 

30  17    6 

■  •  ■ 

2125  17    5 

Paisley. 

1.  Barrhead, 

2.  Bridge  of  Weir, 

3.  Houston, 

4.  Inchinnan, 

6.  JohnHtone,       .       * 

6.  Lochwinnoch, 

7.  Paisley— Gaelic, 

8.  High,  . 

9.  Martyrs', 

10.  Middle, 

11.  Soi]th, 

12.  St  Geonre's 

13.  PollockshawB— East 

14.  Wesl 

15.  Renfrew,         • 

1 

157    .     . 
157    .     . 
167    .     . 
157    .     . 
137    .     . 
157    .     . 
167    .     . 
157    .     . 
157    .     . 
157    .     . 
167    .     . 
167    .     . 
157    .     . 
157   .     . 
167    .     . 

18    .     . 
36    .     . 
18    .     . 
36    .     . 
36    .     . 
18    .     . 
36    .     . 
36    .     . 
18    .     . 
18    .     . 
18    .     , 
36    .     . 
36    .     . 
36    .     . 
36    .     . 

116    .     . 
17    9  10 
37    .     . 

•  «  • 

78    .     . 

60    .     . 

26    .     . 
166  10    . 

35    .     . 
283  10    . 
120    .     . 
200    .     . 

12    .     . 

8  14    . 

120    .     . 

•  •  • 

•  •• 

V  •   • 

fl  •  • 

•  •• 

•  •  • 

•  •« 

•  •• 

•  •  ■ 

•  •  • 

•  •• 

•  •• 

•  •• 
■  •• 

•  •  • 

290    ..  M 
210    9  10  M 
212    .     .   M 
193    .     .   M 
251     .     .  M, 
235    .     .   Ml 
218    .     .   M 
359  10    .  M 
210    .     .   M 
458  10    .   M 
296     ..   M 

393    .     .  M 
205     ..  M 

201  14    .  M 
313    .     .,  M 

2335    .     . 

432    .     . 

1278    3  10 

■  •  • 

4046    3  10 

Penpoat 

1.  Closebum, 

2.  Glencaim, 

3.  Penpont, 

4.  Sanquhar, 

5.  Wamockhead, 

157    .     . 
157    .     . 
157    .     . 
157    .     . 
128    4    8 

36    .     . 
36    .     . 
18    .     . 
36    .     . 
... 

6    3    8 

60    .     . 
85    .     . 
6  19    3 
36    6    9 

••• 

■  •  • 

•  »  • 

•  •  • 

199    3    8  M 
243     i     .  Ml 
260     .     .  >i 
198  19    3  M 
163  10    5  M 

756    4    8 

126    .     . 

182    8    8 

»•• 

1064  13    4 

Perth. 

1.  Abemethy, 

2.  Amgask, 

3.  Collace,   . 

4.  Dumbarney,    . 

5.  Errol, 

6.  Forcandenny, , 

7.  Kimauns, 

8.  JjOgiealmond,  , 

9.  Methven, 

10.  Perth— Knox'i 

11.  Middle, 

12.  St  Leo 

13.  St  Ste] 

14.  West,  . 

>  • 

>  < 
• 

> 

nard' 
)hen'i 

1 

8. 

> 

157    , 
157    . 
167    . 
167    , 
157    . 
167    . 
167    , 
157    . 
157    . 
167    . 
157    . 
167    . 
167    . 
157    . 

36    .     . 
36    .     . 
36    .     . 
36    .     . 
18    .     . 
36    .     . 
36    .     . 
36    .     . 
36    .     . 

••• 
36    .     . 
36    .     . 
36    .     . 
36    .     . 

•  •• 

■  •• 

•  •  • 

6    .     . 
30    .     . 

•  •  • 

12    .     . 
4    .     . 

30".     . 
200    .     . 
190    .     . 
138    6    8 
267    .     . 

•  •• 
••• 

•  •• 

•  •• 

60    .     . 

••• 
... 
•■• 
•*• 
••■ 

a*. 
... 
.•■ 

193     ..  M 
193  ,.     .  J{. 
193     .    .  >f 

199  ..  m; 

205    ..  ^i 
243    .     .  |M| 

205    .     .  >J 
197     ..  M 

193    ..  X 

187     .       iJJ 
393    ..  « 
383    .     .   Jf 
331    6    8  Ji 
460     ..   ^ 

Carry  for 

ward, 

t 

2198    .     . 

450    .     . 

B77    6    8 

50   .     • 

3575    6    8 

TABLE  NO.  IV. 


105 


PRESBYTERIES. 

Eanal 

Divldendi, 
1875. 

Surplus 
Fund. 

Congrega- 
tional 8up- 
plementrS. 

'  Pre-Disrup- 

tion  and  Aged 

and  Infirm 

FuDfla,  etc. 

Total. 

£     «.  d. 

£      8.    d. 

£    8.  d,     £    8,    d. 

£         8, 

d. 

Brought  forward, 

2198    .     . 

450    .     . 

877    6    8     60    .     . 

3576    6 

8 

15.  Pitcaimgreen, . 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

4t/    •        1         •.. 

240     . 

M 

16.  Scone, 

60    .     . 
97    .     . 

... 
36    .     . 

110    .     . 

4vl      .        .                ... 

170     . 
173     . 

M 

17.  Stanley,  . 
Selkirk. 

60    .     . 
107    .     . 

•  •• 

18    .     . 

j  110    .     . 
20    .     .  , 

160     . 
145     . 

M 

2669    .     . 

540    .     . 

984    6    8  270    .     . 

4463    6 

8 

1.  Ashkirk, 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

•  ■  • 

•  ■• 

193     . 

• 

M 

2.  Bowden, . 

• 

167    .     . 

36    .     . 

11    9    6; 

204    9 

6 

M 

3.  Galashiela, 

»                • 

167    .     . 

36    .     . 

90    .     . 

•  ■  • 

283     . 

M 

i.  Ladhope, 

k                • 

167    .     . 

36    .     . 

50   .     . 

•  •• 

243     . 

M 

&  Lander,  '. 

■  1 

60   .     . 
107    .     . 

•  •  • 

36    .     . 

37 "lO    . 

60    .     . 

•  •• 

100     . 
180  10 

M 

6.  Melrose,  . 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

64    .     . 

•  •  • 

257     . 

M 

7.  Selkirk,  . 

122   .     . 

36    .     . 

55    .     . 

•  •• 

213     . 

M 

8.  Si  BoBweDs,  . 

167    .     . 

36    .     . 

10    .     . 

•  ■  • 

203     . 

M 

9.  Stow, 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

•  •  • 

•  «• 

193     . 

M 

10.  Yarrow,  . 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

•  •• 

•  •  • 

193     . 

M 

Shetland. 

1535    .     . 

360    .     . 

317  19    6     50    .     . 

2262  19 

6 

1.  Belting,  . 

60   •     . 
97    .     . 

... 

•  •  ■ 

•  •• 

40    .     . 

... 

100    . 
97     . 

• 
• 

M 

2.  Lerwick, 

157    .     . 

•  •  . 

24  15  10 

••■ 

181  15  10 

M 

a  Unst,      .       .        1 

167    .     . 
167    .     . 

•  *• 

... 

• 

••• 
... 

60    .     . 
60    .     . 

207     . 
207     . 

• 
• 

628    .     . 

.'.• 

24  15  10 

140    .     . 

792  16  10 

Skye  and  Uist 

1.  Bracadale, 

157    .     . 

... 

157     . 

M 

2.  Carinish, 

157    .     . 

5    .     . 

162    . 

3.  Duirinish, 

157    .     . 

157     . 

M 

4  Harris,    . 

167    .     . 

167     . 

M 

5.  Kihnair,  etc.. 

•               • 

167    .     . 

18    .     . 

175     . 

M 

6.  North  UiBt,     . 

167    .     . 

30    .     . 

187     . 

M 

7.  Portree,  . 

167    .     . 

14  10    6 

171  10 

6 

M 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

193     . 

M 

9.  Sleat»       . 

157    .     . 

157     . 

M 

10.  Snizort,   . 

157    .     . 

8    5    6 

165    5 

6 

M 

11.  SonthUist,     . 

157    .     . 

157     . 

M 

12.  Strath,  etc.,    . 

157    .     . 

167     . 

M 

13.  Tarbert,  . 

157    .     . 

157     . 

M 

2041    .     . 

54    .     . 

27  16    . 

30    .     . 

2152  16 

• 

St  Andrews. 

1.  Anstruther,     •        • 

167    .     . 

18    .     . 

75    .     . 

•  •• 

260     . 

■ 

M 

2.  Cambee, 

167    .     . 

36    .     . 

10    .     . 

•  •  • 

203     . 

• 

M 

Carry  for 

ward. 

314    .     . 

54    .     . 

85    .     . 

•  •  ■ 

463     . 

• 
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PBBSBTTERIE& 

Equal 

Dividends, 

1875. 

Surplus 
Fond. 

Congrega- 
tional tiup- 
plemeuts. 

Pre-Diarnp- 

tion  and  Aged 

and  Infirm 

Fonda,  etc 

Total. 

£     9,    d. 

£     «.    d. 

£     s.    d. 

£    s,     d. 

£     «.    d. 

Brought  forward, 

314    .     . 

54    .     . 

85    .     . 

•  •• 

453     .     . 

3.  Crail,       . 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

17    .     . 

•  ■• 

210    .     .    M 

4.  Elie, 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

45    .     . 

36    .     . 

273    .     . 

5.  Ferry-Port-on-Craig, 

157    .     . 

18    .     . 

70    .     . 

•  ••  ' 

245    ..    M 

6.  Forgan,   . 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

100    .     . 

■  •• 

293    ..    M 

7.  Largo,     .        .         1 

60    .     . 
97    .     . 

36*".     . 

52  10    . 

120    .     . 

180    ..    w 
185  10    .    '^ 

8.  Leuchars, 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

22    .     . 

■.• 

215    .     .    M 

9.  St.  Andrews,  . 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

140    .     . 

••• 

333    ..    M 

10.  Strathkinnes,  . 
Stirling:. 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

16    .     . 

.*• 

209    .     .    Ai 

1570    .     . 

324    .     . 

547  10    . 

155    .     . 

2596  10    . 

1.   Alloa— East,   . 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

... 

10  10  10 

203  10  10  M 

2.               West, . 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

100    8    . 

••• ' 

293    8    .    >t 

3.  Alva, 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

50    .     . 

••• 

243    .     .    \i 

4.  Bannockbum, . 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

70    .     . 

..• 

263    .     .    Vl 

5.  Clackmannan, 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

20    .     . 

... 

213    .     .    VJ 

6.  Denny,    . 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

■  •  • 

... 

193    .     .    Vi 

7.  Dollar,    . 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

106    5    7 

•  •  • 

299    5    7    w 

8.  Dunipace, 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

*•• 

... 

193    .    .    >i 

9.  Larbertj  . 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

39    .     . 

... 

232    .     .    Vi 

10.  St.  Ninians,    . 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

■•• 

... 

193    .     .    ^ 

11.  Stirling— North,      . 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

230    .     . 

... 

423    ..   M 

12.                   Soi]th,      . 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

110    .     . 

•.. 

303    .     . 

13.  Tnllibody,       . 
Stranraer. 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

28*  .     . 

•  •  • 

221     ..   M 

2041    .     . 

468    .     . 

753  13    7 

10  10  10 

3273    4    5 

1.  Caimryan,       .         j 

38  10    . 
118  10   . 

••• 

36    .     . 

... 
... 

40   .     . 

78  10    . 
164  10    .   M 

2.  Glenlnce, 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

... 

... 

193    .     . 

3.  Inch, 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

14    .     . 

.•• 

207    .    .  |VI 

4.  Kirkcolm, 

157    .     . 

18    .     . 

•  •  • 

... 

175    .    .   il 

5.  Kirkmaiden,    . 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

10    .     . 

... 

203    .     .   >f 

6.  Leswalt,. 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

18  16    . 

... 

211  16    .  M. 

7.  Portpatrick,    . 

157    .     . 

•  •• 

•  •• 

30    .     . 

187    ..   ^ 

8.  Sheuchan, 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

35    .     . 

... 

228    ..  M 

9.  Stoneykirk, 

157    .     . 

36    .     , 

15    .     . 

•.• 

208    .     .   >1 

10.  Stranraer, 
Strathbogie. 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

30    .     . 

... 

223    ..  M 

1670    .     . 

306    .     . 

122  15    . 

70   .     . 

2068  16    . 

1 

1.  Bellie,     . 

157    .     . 

•  •• 

6    4  10 

43    8    2 

206  13    .  M 

2.  Botriphnie, 

157    .     . 

18    .     . 

•  ■• 

•  •  • 

176    .     .    Vi 

3.  Caimie,  . 

157    .     . 

•  •• 

••• 

•  •  ■ 

157    .     .   ^ 

4.  Gartiy,    . 

167    .     . 

36    .     . 

13    .     . 

... 

206    ..   M 

5.  Glass,      . 

157    .     . 

•  «• 

... 

•** 

167    ..   M 

6.  Grange,  . 

7.  Huntiy,  . 

Carryforward, 

157    .     . 

■  •• 

16  14  10 

... 

173  14  10  Jb 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

100    .     . 

... 

293    ..   M 

1099    .     . 

90    .     . 

135  19    8 

43    8    2 

1368    7  10 
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PRRRBTTERIES. 

Eanal 

Diviueudfl, 

1875. 

SurploB 
Fund. 

Congrega- 
tional Sup- 
plements. 

Pre-Disrap- 

tion  and  Aged 

and  Inflnn 

Fonda,  etc. 

Total. 

£     B,    d. 

£    s.    d. 

£     9.    d. 

£    «.    d 

£         9. 

d. 

Brought  forward. 

1099    .      . 

90    .     . 

135  19    8 

43    8    2 

1368    7 

10 

a  Keith,     . 

157    .     . 

••• 

45  17    8 

... 

202  17 

8 

M 

9.  New  Mamoch, 

157    .     . 

«•• 

61    .     . 

... 

208     . 

• 

M 

10.  Rothinmay,     . 
Tain. 

157    .     . 

18    .     . 

30    .     . 

■ .. 

205     . 

• 

M 

1570    .     . 

108    .     . 

262  17    4 

43    8    2 

1984    6 

6 

1.  Edderion, 

157    .     . 

18    .     . 

7    6  10 

182    5  10 

M 

2.  Feam,     . 

157    .     . 

18    .     . 

73  11    8 

248  11 

8 

M 

3.  Invergorden,  . 

167    .     . 

36    .     . 

90    .     . 

283     . 

• 

M 

4.  Kilmuir-Easter, 

157    .     . 

18    .     . 

.   11  11    9 

186  11 

9 

M 

5.  Kincardine,     . 

157    .     . 

... 

29    6    1 

186    6 

1 

M 

6.  Logie-Easter,  . 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

21  18    1 

214  18 

1 

M 

7.  Nigg, 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

20    .     . 

213     . 

« 

M 

8.  Roaakeen, 

157    .     . 

18    .     . 

120   .     . 

295     . 

M 

9.  Tain, 

157    .     . 

•  •  • 

112    .     . 

269     . 

. 

M 

10.  Tarhat»   . 

Tongue., 

157    .     . 

•  •• 

60  16    . 

217  16 

• 

M 

1570    .     . 

180    .     . 

646    8    5 

«■  • 

2296    8 

6 

1.  Domesa, 

157    .     . 

•  •« 

16     .     . 

172     . 

M 

2.  Edrachillia,     . 

157    .     . 

60     .     . 

207     . 

M 

3.  Farr, 

157    .     . 

16     .     . 

172     . 

M 

i.  Kinlochbervie, 

157    .     . 

*•• 

157     . 

M 

5.  Melneaa, . 

157    .     . 

15     .     . 

172    . 

M 

6.  Strathy,  .         •        . 

167    .     . 

... 

157     . 

M 

7.  Tongae,  . 
Tnrritt 

157    .     . 

15     .     . 

172     . 

M 

1099    .     . 

•  «  • 

•  •  ■ 

110     .     . 

1209     . 

• 

I.  Bmmblade,     . 

167    .     . 

36    .     . 

23    .     . 

•*. 

216     . 

• 

M 

2.  Forglen,  . 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

•  •  • 

193     . 

a 

M 

3.  Forgne,   •        .        . 

157    .     . 

t  •• 

45    8    9 

202    8 

9 

M 

4.  Fyvie,     . 

157    .     . 

18    .     . 

4    .     . 

179     . 

• 

M 

5.  Gamrie,  • 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

... 

193     . 

• 

M 

6.  Macduff, 

157    .     . 

18    .     . 

80    .     . 

255     . 

• 

M 

7.  Montqnhitter, 

8.  Tmnnf    ... 

167    .     . 
157    .     . 

18    .     . 

*   • 

•  •• 

35    .     . 

• 

176    . 
192     . 

• 

M 
M 

1256    .     . 

162    .     . 

187    8    9 

... 

1605    8 

9 

Wigton. 

;    1.  Newton-Stewart,     . 

157    .     . 

36    .     . 

62    2    7 

•*• 

255-   2 

7 

M 

2.  Sorbic,    .     -  .         } 

40    .     . 

... 

... 

60    .     . 

100    . 

117    .     . 

18    .     . 

5    .     . 

•  •  • 

140     . 

M 

]    3.  Whithorn,  etc., 

157    .     . 

36    . 

28    6    . 

•  ■• 

221    6 

,    4.  Wigton,  . 

60    .     . 
97    .     . 

36    .     . 

•  •• 

■  •  • 

36     .     . 

... 

95     . 
133     . 

M 

■ 

628    .     . 

126    .     . 

95    7    7 

96     .     . 

944    7 

7 

1 

1 

lOS 


TABLE  NO.  IV. 


Abstract  of  tJie  fm-egoing  List, 


• 

• 

Pre-Disrup. 

PRESBYTERIES. 

O  eS 

Z.B 

Equal 
Divideads. 

Surplus 
FoiMl. 

Congregational  tion  and  Aged 
SupplemeniB.      and  Intirm 
Funds,  etc 

Total. 

£     8,   d. 

£ 

£      «.   d. 

£    9,   d. 

£     8.  d. 

1.  Aberdeen, 

27 

28 

4,239  .     . 

504 

2,913    3    8 

76  18    9 

7,732   2   5 

2.  Aberlour, 

6 

6 

942   .     . 

180 

3  15    1 

42  19    7 

1,16814   8 

3.  Abemethy,     . 

7 

6 

1,099   .     . 

198 

81  18   5 

■  •• 

1,37818  5 

1 

4.  Abertarfi^ 

6 

6 

942  .     . 

216 

59    5    4 

2    2  11 

1,219   8  3 

5.   Alford,   . 

4 

4 

628  .     . 

144 

21    .     . 

•  •• 

793  .    . 

6.  Arbroath, 

13 

13 

2,041   .     . 

378 

860    3    9 

371    9    6 

a64013  3 

7.  Auchterarder, 

10 

10 

1,570  .     . 

306 

351    3    8 

114    9    6 

2,341  13   1 

8.  Ayr, 

23 

23 

3,611    .     . 

792 

513  10    3 

••■ 

4,91610  3 

9.  Bigf^ar,  etc.     . 

6 

6 

942  .     . 

216 

97    6   4 

60    .     . 

1,305   6  4 

10.  Breadalbane,  . 

9 

9 

1,413  .     . 

252 

«JV       • 

140    .     • 

1,839  .    . 

11.  Brechin, . 

11 

13 

1,727   .     . 

270 

888   6    . 

100    .     . 

2,986   6  . 

— 

12.  Caithness, 

16 

15 

2,512  .     . 

72 

423   4    6 

60    .     . 

3,057   4  6 

13.  Chanonry, 

6 

8 

907   .     . 

108 

198  15    1 

70    .     . 

1,28315   1 

14.  Cupar,    . 
16.  Dalkeith, 

11 

13 

1,727   .    . 

378 

291  14    1 

271    .     . 

2,667  14   1 

10 

11 

1,570  .     . 

342 

561    9    3 

140    .     . 

2,603   9  3 

16.  Deer, 

11 

12 

1,727   .    . 

324 

208    .     . 

60    .     . 

2,309  .    . 

17.  Dingwall, 

8 

8 

1,256  .    . 

162 

406    9    4 

40    .     . 

1,864  9  4 

18.  Dornoch, 

10 

10 

1,570  .    . 

72 

64  14  11 

176    .     . 

1,8711411 

19.  Dumbarton,    . 

16 

14 

2,505  .    . 

576 

1,230    8   4 

2  15    8 

4,314  4  . 

20.  Dumfries, 

9 

10 

1,413  .    . 

288 

256    .    6 

••• 

1,957   .    6 

21.  Dunblane, 

10 

11 

1,523  .     . 

288 

581    5    5 

60    .     . 

2,452   5  5 

22.  Dundee, . 

24 

25 

3,768  .     . 

720 

3,384  14    7 

12  iO    . 

7,885  4  7 

23.  Dunfermline,  . 

8 

9 

1,256  .    . 

234 

401    2  10 

110    .     . 

2,001   210 

24.  Dunkeld, 

10 

10 

1,570  .    . 

270 

9417    . 

••• 

1,93417  . 

25.  Dunoon,  etc., . 

15 

15 

2,355  .    . 

432 

885  13   7 

130    .     . 

3,80213  7 

26.  Dunse,  etc.,    . 

8 

9 

1,256  .     . 

288 

113   6  10 

20    .     . 

1.677   61U 

__       ^_      -^ 

27.  Fxlinburgh,     . 

45 

51 

7,065  .    . 

1,206 

10,367    6    2 

480    .     . 

19,118   6  2 

28.  Elgin,     . 

29.  Kllon,      . 

9 

9 

1,373  .    . 

216 

486    4    3 

••• 

2,076  4  3 

7 

7 

1,099   •     • 

162 

203    911 

•  •• 

1,464   911 

30.  Foidoun, 

10 

11 

1,570  .    . 

262 

163   7    7 

100    .     . 

2,085  7  7 

31.  Fordyce, 

8 

10 

1,256  .     . 

162 

282    .     1 

100    .     . 

1,800   .    1 

32.  Forfar,    . 

8 

8 

1,256  .    . 

216 

340  19   5 

15  18    9 

1,82818  2 

3a  Forres,    . 

6 

5 

942  .    . 

198 

208  11    6 

■  •• 

1,34811   6 

■34.  Garioch, 

9 

9 

1,413  .    . 

234 

160    1    8 

•  •  • 

1,807   1  S: 

35.  Glasgow, 

61 

64 

9,577  .    . 

1,648 

12,511    4    1 

308  16    8 

23,945  .    9 

36.  Greenock, 

15 

16 

2,355  .    . 

450 

1,967    6   9 

70    .     . 

4,842  6  9 

37.  Haddington,etc 

i.   13 

13 

2,041    .     . 

360 

259    .     . 

65    .     . 

2,725  .    . 

3a  Hamilton, 

18 

18 

2,826  .     . 

576 

1,312   4   8 

68    .     . 

4,782  4  8 

39.  Inyemesa, 

10 

10 

1,570  .    . 

198 

767    2   6 

26  16    . 

2,56118  6 

40.  Irvine,    . 

24 

25 

3,768  .    . 

774 

834   8   5 

165    8  10 

5,54117  3| 

41.  Islav, 

42.  Jedburgh, 

3 

3 

471   .    . 

72 

7  10   8 

20    .     . 

57010  8 

8 

8 

1,256  .    . 

288 

387-10    6 

••• 

1,931  10  6 

43.  Kelso,     . 

10 

10 

1,520  .     . 

324 

278   311 

••■ 

2,122  311 
2,474  3  6 

44b  Kincardine 

» 

O'Neil, 

13 

13 

1,994  .    . 

306 

52   6    . 

121  17    6 

45.  Kinross,  . 

5 

5 

785  .    . 

180 

80  .     1 

••• 

1,045  .    1 
1,834  8  4 

46.  Kintyre, 

9 

8 

1,375  14  . 

234 

204  14   4 

20    .     . 

47.  Kirkcaldy,      . 

15 

14 

2,355  .     . 

1 

450 

769   7    7 

73  13   . 

3,648  .    7 

■ 
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18.  Kirkcndbright^ 

19.  Lanark,  . 

50.  Lewes,    . 

51.  Linlithgow, 
5Z  Lochcarron, 
S3.  Lockerbie, 
M.  Lorn, 

55.  Meigle,  . 
sa  Midi,  .. 
57.  Nairn,  • 
53.  Orkney,  . 
59.  Paisley,  . 
GO.  Penpont^ 

61.  Perth,     . 

62.  Selkirk,  . 

63.  Shetland, 
61  Skye  and  Uist» 
65.  St.  Andrews, 

56.  Stirling, . 

67.  Stranraer, 

68.  Strathbogie, 

69.  Tain, 

70.  Tongue,  . 
7L  Turriff,  . 
72.  Wigton,  . 


^  s 

«.e 

^'l 

OS 

o5 

d.S 

^e 

S50 

8 

«<4 

10 

6 

6 

8 

6 

13 

12 

9 

7 

10 

11 

7 

6 

10 

10 

5 

6 

6 

7 

13 

12 

16 

16 

5 

5 

17 

19 

10 

11 

3 

5 

13 

12 

10 

11 

13 

12 

10 

11 

10 

10 

10 

10 

7 

7 

8 

8 

4 

6 

829 

855 

Eaaal 
Dividends. 


£     «. 
1,256  . 

785  , 
1,256  , 
2,041  , 
1,413  . 
1,570  . 
1,099  . 
1,570  . 

785  . 

942  . 
2,041  . 
2,335 

766 
2,669 
1,535 

628 
2,041 
1,570 
2,041 
1,570 
1,570 
1,570 
1,099 
1,256 

628 


d. 


4    8 


129,962  18    8 


Surplus 
Fuiid. 


£ 

288 
108 

•  •• 

396 

•  »  • 

306 
108 
270 
108 
162 

54 
432 
126 
540 
360 

... 

54 
324 
468 
306 
108 
180 

•  •  • 

162 
126 


21.402 


Congrpgational 

tSupplementii. 


£    8.   d, 

208    4  6 

165    .  . 

95    .  . 

270    2  . 

63  15  . 

438    9  2 


458  12 

3  15 

299  10 

30  17 

1,278    3 

182    8 

984    6 

317  19 

24  15 

27  16 

547  10 

753  13 

122  15 

262  17 

546    8 

187*  *  8 

95   7 


2 
9 
5 

10 
8 
8 
6 

10 


4 
5 

9 

7 


53,903    6 


Pre-Disrup- 

tiou  and  Aged 

and  infirm 

Funda,  etc. 


£    «.   d. 

110    .     . 


60    .  . 

•  •• 

90    .  . 

20    .  . 

30    .  , 

90    1  9 


270    .  . 

50    .  . 

140    .  . 

30    .  . 

155    .  . 

10  10  lOj 

70    .  , 

43    8  2 

•  •  • 

110    .  . 

•  •  • 

95    . 


5,027  17    4 


Total. 


£     8.    d. 
1,862    4    6 
1,058  . 
1,351    . 
2,757    2 
1,476  15 
2,404   9 
1,207   . 
2,318  12 

926  15  2 
1,493  12  6 
2,125  17  5 
4,045  3  10 
1,064  13  4 
4,463  6  8 
2,262  19    6 

792  15  10 
2,152  16 
2,596  10 
3,273  4 
2,068  15 
1,984    5 


2,296 

1,209 

1,605 

944 


8 

• 

8 

7 


6 
5 

• 

9 

7 


210,296    2 


Equal  Diridend,  • 

Surplus  Fund,  • 
Supplements,  . 
Pre-dismption,  etc.  etc., 


Total  as  above, 


£129,962  18  8 

21,402    .  . 

53,903    6  . 

5,027  17  4 

£210,296    2  . 


•  • 
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ABSTRACT  OF  STIPENDS. 


I.  Equal  Dividend  Platfonn  CharRea 


1.  Nnmber  of  Ministers  with  Income  below  £100, 

2.  At  £100  and  less  than  £150,   . 

The  foregoing  are  all  Colleafftu  Ministers. 

3.  At  £150  and  less  than  £200,   . 

4.  At  £200  and  less  than  £300,   . 

5.  At  £300  and  less  than  £500,   . 

6.  At  £500  and  above,     .... 


Two  Ministers  who  drew  no  dividend  for  year. 


No.  of  Ministers  in  Platform  Charges, 
Charges  vacant, — assumed  as  full. 


877 


n.  Non-Platform  Charsres. 

1.  No.  of  Ministers  with  Stipends  below  £100, 

2.  No.  at  £100  and  less  than  £150, 

3.  No.  at  £150  and  less  than  £200, 

4.  No.  at  £200  and  less  than  £300, 

5.  No.  at  £300  and  less  than  £500, 

6.  No.  at  £500  and  above. 


One  Minister  who  drew  no  dividend  for  year. 


No.  of  Char^, 
Less  vacancies, 


90 

4 


187Sl 

7 

27 

329 

355 

130 

• 

27 

875 

2 

877 

855 

22 

35 

29 

14 

6 

1 


85 
1 


86 


86 


No.  of  Ministers  as  at  15th  May  1875. 


1.  Sole  Ministers, 

2.  Senior  Ministers, 

3.  Junior  Ministers, 


ADD 


4.  Double  Char^  in  Shetiand  where  both  Ministers 
draw  fuU  Dividend,  .... 


47 
47 


Total  Ministers  on  Platform,    .  .  .  .  . 

5.  Ministers  in  Church  Extension  Charges,        .... 

Total  Ministers  in  Charges,      ..... 

ADD  ALSO 

6.  Ministers  retired  who  draw  tiie  full  Dividend,  viz.,  Mr.  Hyslc^ 

Dr.  Keith,  Dr.  Stewart,  Mr.  Laing,  .... 

7.  Other  retired  Ministers,  ...... 


759 


96 

855 

86 

941 


4 

27 


Total  Ministers  interested  in  Fund  at  15th  May  1875, 


972 


TABLE  NO.  lY.  113 

Total  Ministen  per  Financial  Statement  1875,  ...        997 

DEDUCT 

Deceased  Miniaten,    .....  17 

Loosed  from  ChaiseB,  ....  8 

25 


Number  as  aboye,  972 

Charfires. 

No.  of  Ministerial  Charges  as  at  15th  May  1875  : — 

1.  Platform  Charges,  per  forecoinff  Abstract,  .        829 
Add  for  double  Charge  in  Shetland,  •  1 

Deduct  for  vacancies,  etc.,   . 
Add  for  number  of  Colleagues, 

2.  Church  Extension  Charges,  . 
Deduct  vacancies,     .... 

Total  number  of  Ministers  in  Charges,  as  before,    .  941 


830 

• 

22 

808 

• 

47 

855 

90 

4 

86 

V.-PRESBYTERIAL  VIEW 

(BEINQ  AK  ABSTRACT  OF  TABLE  II.) 

Showing  Increase  in  each  Presbyteiy  since  1867,  and  Average 

Bate  of  Giving  per  Member. 


TABLE  MO.  T. 


TWEKDDALK. 

£     M.  d. 

£      ».  d 

£      *.  d. 

£    t.   A 

£    s.    d. 

1.    Edi-taTgi.    . 

16043  12    5 

21526  18    8 

5483    6    3 

34 

.    18    6 

!.  Mlijow, 

1479  10    1 

2316  13    4 

637    3    3 

561 

.    14    6* 

"*««»"' 

S74  16  10 

874    5    1 

299    8    3 

52 

.    16    6* 

4  Dklkeith. 

1394    8    4 

1640  12    2 

246    9  1( 

17J 

.    14    .' 

5.  Hkddiogton 

MUdlhUlW. 

1290    1  11 

1660    6    7 

260    4    8 

201 

.    13    2' 

Ukrsb 

iKD   TsVIOTDALm. 

&  DtuM       and 

Chimnde, 

953  19    3 

1152    4    9 

198    5    6 

201 

.    13    3< 

7.  KeI»o,   .         . 

1009    4    9 

1248  15    6 

2.19  10    9 

23) 

.    11     6> 

8.  JedbMgli,      . 

906    7    1 

1229  18    3 

323  11     2 

35J 

.    12    7» 

91  Selkirl^ 

632  IS    6 

1216    2    2 

382    6    e 

46 

.    13    7* 

DDxrBna. 

10.  Lockerbie,     . 

1097    7    8 

1442  14    . 

345    6    4 

31i 

.  12  e- 

11.  Damfri««,     . 

1422    4    1 

1750    g    6 

326    6    7 

^ 

.    12    .' 

IZ  Ponpont,       . 

614  18    5 

681  11     6 

66  13    I 

10} 

.     9    .' 

Qalloway. 

13.  Strinraer.      . 

947  18    1 

1133  13    1 

185  16    . 

m 

.    11  10 

11.  Wigtown.      . 
19.  Kirlcodbrighl, 

461    4    S 

616    3    2 

154  18    6 

m 

.    13    .' 

704  12    e 

1016    2    9 

310  10    4 

... 

44 

.    14    2* 

Ayb. 

16.  Ayr.      .        . 

2249   .     . 

2723  19    9 

474  19    9 

21 

.    11  11' 

17.  Irviiio,  .        . 

2716  n    1 

3659    3    2 

942  12    1 

341 

.    12   .' 

la  Pu»ley. 

2240  16    8 

2924  13    6 

683  14    9 

30} 

.    10  11' 

19.  Oroenock,     . 

2856  18    6 

4246  18    3 

1390  19  10 

48 

.    16    4" 

2546  11    4 

3344  16    3 

798    3  11 

31 

.    12    T 

21.  I^iutrk, 

807  10     1 

1201    9    6 

393  14    6 

48 

.     9    2« 

2478    5     1 

3610    4    7 

1331  19    6 

53} 

1    2    7* 

a  QU»gaw.       . 

16203    6    B 

21869  18     1 

6666  12    8 

44 

.    14    4" 

Akotlk. 

24.  Dunoon     and 

Invenuy,  . 

2171  15  11 

2642    6    6 

470  10    7 

21  i 

.    16    3" 

26.  Kintyre,        . 

967    4    7 

1122    3    6 

164  18  10 

174 

.      9    5' 

26.  Idar,     .        . 

1S4    g    6 

320  19    2 

136    9    8 

7 

.    14  11' 

Z7.  Loni,     . 

460    S    4 

517  13    7 

67    8    3 

ISA 

.    11    .' 

W.  Mnll,     . 

166    6    G 

407    .      6 

251  14    . 

... 

162{ 

.    10  10> 

Pbbtb 

AMD  Snituna. 

za  Stirling. 

1762    g    4 

2439    2    1 

686  12    9 

39) 

.    13    6 

30.  DunblMiB.     . 

1014    6    7 

1227  13     1 

.  213    6    6 

.    11    P 

31.  Dnnkeld,       . 

641  17     1 

858  12  11 

216  15  10 

,    11  lO- 

J2.  BrMdalbuie, 

678    8    I 

802    .      . 

123  11  11 

181 

.    11    4- 

».  Perth,  . 

3S0T    9    t 

2796     1    . 

287  11    6 

.    12    .■ 

1204    8    4 

1443    5    . 

238  16    S 

... 

191 

.    10    S- 
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Fife. 

35.  Danfermline, 

36.  Kinross, 

37.  Kirkcaldy,    . 

38.  Cupar,  . 

39.  St  Andrews, 

Angus  and 
Mearns. 

40.  Meigle,  • 

41.  Forfar,  . 

42.  Dundee, 

43.  Brechin, 

44.  Arbroath, 

45.  Fordoun, 

Abkbdken. 

46.  Aberdeen,     . 

47.  Kincardine 
O'Neil, 

48.  Alford, . 

49.  Garioch, 

50.  EUon,    . 

51.  Deer,    . 

52.  Turriff,. 

53.  Fordyce, 

MORAT. 

54.  Strathbogie, 

55.  Abemethy, 

56.  Aberlour, 

57.  Elgin,    . 

58.  Forres,  . 

59.  Inverness, 

60.  Nairn,  . 

Ross. 

61.  Chanoniy, 

62.  Dingwall, 

63.  Tain,     . 


Sutherland,  etc. 

64.  Dornoch, 

65.  Tongue, 

66.  Caithness,     . 

GleNelo. 

67.  Lochcarron,  . 

68.  Abertarff,      . 

69.  SkyeandUist, 

70.  Lewis,  . 

• 

71.  Orkney, 

72.  Shetland,   . 


Amount 


£     8,   d. 

904  12  10 

493  6  7 

2227  .   3 

1187  6  . 

1234  11  6 


1189  18  m 
813  16  4 

4696  10  . 

1691  8  . 

1779  .   . 
679  19  6 


5687  15  2 

864  19  8 

409  .  1 

963  4  4 

908  13  2 

1088  1  8 

760  13  11 

760  5  1 


848  16  9 

489  11  2 

396  6 
1058  1 

527  18 
1374  13  7 

598  5  5 


3 
4 
9 


602  1  7 

954  7  7 

1018  11  10 


890  17  8 

366  13  9 

1709  18  9 


671  8  11 
324  16  7 
934  11  3 
819  .   7 

818  12  6 
267  13  4 


Amount 
1874-76. 


£  «.  d 
1138  4  4 

638  14  2 
2508  14  9 
1345  2  11 
1539  19  9 


1449  14  7 
1017  12  3 


6952 
1932 
2192 


4 
7 
5 


825  17 


7 

91 

11 

91 


7637  16  8 

991  4  6 

536  15  10 

1051  1  1 

1002  14  10 

1396  3  8 

948  7  6 

961  5  3 


1147  10  91 
597  12  11 
466  .   9 

1264  8  4 
613  10  7 

1730  8  31 
722  10  11 


768  16 
1269  12 
1443  17 


2 

2 


988  4 

480  13  9 

2024  15  3 


797  18  1 
575  9  9 
801  2  9 
705  13  11 

1024  18  4 
306  .   4 


Increase. 


£  «.  d 
233  11  6 
145  7  7 
281  14  6 
157  16  11 
305  8  3 


259  15  9 
203  15  11 
2255  14  7 
240  19  9 
413  5  11 
145  18  3 


1950  1  6 

126  4  10 

127  15  9 
87  16  9 
94  1  8 

308  2 

187  13  7 

201  .  2 


298  14 

108  1  9 

69  14  6 
206  7 

85  11  10 

355  14  8 

124  5  6 


166  14  7 
315  4  7 
425  .5  2 


97  6  41 
114  . 
314  16  6 


126  9  2 
250  13  2 


••• 


206  5  101 
38  7 


DecreaM. 


£    9,    <L 


25| 
29| 
12| 
13| 
24i 


21f 

25 

4^ 


34J 


133    8    6 
113    6    8 


I' 


t 


14 
31 

10* 
28| 
24f 
26} 


35t 

22A 
174 

19* 

16A 
26 

20i 


27J 

33 

41f 


11 
31 
181 


18f 
77i 


25} 
H4 


Average 

nieper 

Hemoer 

1875. 


£  9,  d, 
.  11  5* 
.  11  8P 
.  11  10 
.  12  6* 
.    12    9» 


10  8« 

9  6" 

14  8> 

10  y 

10  4 

9  V 


10  10» 

10  8« 

14  6* 

9  9* 

9  8» 

10  10* 

8  e» 

8-  .• 


7  3» 
9  4* 
9  11* 

8  11 

9  10 

8  2 

9  «• 


8  1« 
8  5* 
8    2 


6  C 
6  ? 
6    1* 


5    4« 

11  e» 

4    2* 


6    4« 

2    y 


TABLE  NO.  v. 


117 


P&XSBTTBRIB8  arranged  in  tbe  order  of  the  Average  rate  of  Contribution 

per  Member  to  the  Fand. 


1.  Dombarton, 

2.  Edinboigh, . 

3.  Biggar  and  Peebles, 
i.  Greenock,    . 

5.  Dimoon  and  Inverary, 

6.  May,  . 

7.  Dundee^       , 

8.  Alf ord,        « 

9.  linlithgow, 

0.  Glasgow,     . 

1.  Kirkcudbright,    . 

2.  Dalkeith,     . 

3.  Selkirk,       . 
4  Stirling, 

5.  Donae  and  Ohimside,  . 

6.  Haddington  and  Dunbar, 

7.  Wigton, 

8.  St.  Andrews, 

9.  Hamilton,    , 

20.  Jedburgh,    . 

21.  Lockerbie,  • 

22.  Cupar, 

23.  Irvine,         , 

24.  Perth, 

25.  Dumfries,    , 

26.  Ayr,     .        , 

27.  Dunkeld,     . 

28.  Kirkcaldy,  . 

29.  Stranraer,    . 

30.  Kinross,       , 

31.  Kelso, 

32.  Abertarff,    . 

33.  Dunblane,    . 

34.  Dunfermline, 

35.  Breadalbane, 

36.  Lorn,  .        , 


Arengerate 
per  If  ember. 


£1  2  7* 

18  6 

15  6^ 

15  4* 

16  3* 
14  IV 
14  8^ 
14  6^ 
14  6* 
14  4> 
14 
14 
13 
13 


2» 

t 

7* 
6 


13  3> 

13  2^ 

13  .» 

12  9» 

12  7* 

12  7* 

12  e« 

12  6* 

12  .• 

12  .• 

12  .• 

11  11« 

11  10» 

11  10 

11  10 

11  8» 

11  & 

11  & 

11  5» 

11  6* 


11 
11 


4* 

r 


37.  Paisley, 

3&  Deer,  . 

39.  Abeideen,   . 

40.  Mull,  . 

41.  Kincardine  O'Neil, 

42.  Meigle, 

43.  Arbroath,    . 

44.  Brechin, 

45.  Auchterarder, 

46.  Aberlour,    . 

47.  Forres, 

48.  Garioch, 

49.  Ellon,  . 

50.  Fordoun, 

51.  Forfar, 

52.  Kintyre, 

53.  Nairn, 

54.  Abemethy, 

55.  Lanark, 

56.  Penpont,     . 

57.  Elgm, 
68.  Turriff, 

59.  Dingwall,     . 

60.  Inverness,    . 

61.  Tain,   . 

62.  Chanonry,   . 

63.  Fordyce,      . 

64.  Strathbogie, 

65.  Dornoch, 

66.  Orkney, 

67.  Caithness,    . 

68.  Lochcarron, 

69.  Tongue, 

70.  Skye  and  Uist, 

71.  Shetland,     . 

72.  Lewis, 


Average  rate 
per  Member. 


10  IV 
10  10* 
10  10" 
10  10* 
10  8* 
10  8* 
10  4 

10  y 

10  3» 

9  11* 

9  10 

9  9» 

9  8« 

9  7* 

9  6* 

9  5* 

9  5* 

9  4* 

9  2« 

9  .• 

8  11 

8  & 

8  6« 

8  2 


8 
8 
8 

7 


2 
V 

3» 


6  e' 

6  4* 

6  !• 

5  4' 

5  2» 

4  2* 

2  9* 


Ic. 


VI. 


Tablss  showing  th«  DisiBiBiniON  of  the  SuBPLxm  Fund, 

1.  In  Presbyteries. 

9.  Among  Congregations  classified  according  to  their  amonnt  of 
Contributions  to  the  Fund. 

3.  Among  Con^gations  in  the  HigWandifc 
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1.— Fresbyterial  Abstract  showing  the  number  of  Congregations,  chwdfied  in  accord- 
ance  with  the  roles  established  for  the  distribution  of  the  Sarplus  Fund,  showing, 
Fh-H,  Na  of  Congregations  on  the  Platform  as  at  15th  May  1875 ;  Second^ 
Congregations  contributing  at  and  above  10s.  per  Member,  and  drawing  the 
higher  rate  of  Surplus  Fund ;  Third,  Congregations  contributing  at  7s.  6d.  and 
below  lOs.  per  Member,  and  drawing  the  lower  rate  'of  Surplus  Fund ;  Fourth^ 
Congregations  contributing  less  than  7s.  6d.  per  Member,  and  therefore  not 
qualified  to  participate  in  the  Surplus  Fund ;  Fifth,  Congregations  contributing 
less  than  £60  to  the  Fund,  and  therefore  excluded  from  participating  in  the 
Surplus  Fuud« 


NO.  OF  CONOREGATIONB 

'                                                               ' 

On 
natfoniu 

• 

DBAWnro  Subplub. 

T 1 

Not  DRiLWXxo  Sxtbplub. 

•      • 

•  1  « 

GlyiDff  10b. 
aad  aboTe 

aiyine7i,0d. 
and  less 

fltan  Ifla 

Giving  less 
than  7s.  6d. 

Giving  less 
than  £60 

par  Member. 

VflSU  AUB. 

per  Member. 

per  Member. 

inaU. 

1-  Aberdeen,  •       .        . 

27 

10 

8  . 

;       8 

1 

2.  Aberloup, . 

6 

4 

2 

••« 

••• 

3.  Abemethy,       .        , 

7 

5 

1 

••• 

1 

iAjKJrtjrilt.           .           . 

6 

a 

... 

•••. 

••• 

5.  Alford,      :        . 

4 

4 

••a 

••• 

»•• 

6.  Arbrc^th,          . 

13 

9 

8 

1 

••• 

7.  Auchterarder,  . 

10 

T 

3 

■•• 

••• 

O        a 

23 

21 

2 

•■• 

••• 

9.  BiggBT  and  Peebles,  . 

6 

6 

••• 

••• 

••• 

10.  Breadalbane,     . 

9 

7 

**■  « 

••• 

2 

11.  Brechin,     .  '     . 

11 

7 

1  . 

2 

1 

12.  Caithness, 

16 

I 

2. 

12 

1 

13.  Chanonry, 

6 

3 

•••    . 

3 

•■• 

14.  Cupar,       ;        .        . 

15.  Dalkeith,  ;        . 

11 
10 

10 
9 

1  . 
1  . 

••• 

•a. 
... 

la  Deer,      '  .        .        . 

11 

8 

2. 

1 

••• 

7.  Dingwall, .        .        . 

8 

9 

3. 

2 

•  •a 

jlo.  Dornoch,  ,        .        . 

10 

I 

2. 

6 

1 

19.  Dumbarton,      .  .      • 

16 

16 

•A*      . 

••• 

••« 

20.  Dumfries,. 

9 

7 

2. 

»     ••• 

a.a  ■ 

21.  Dunblane, 

10 

7 

2 

... 

1 

22L  Dundee,    .        , 

23 

15 

8 

••• 

•  •• 

23.  DunfermlineL    •        . 

g 

a 

1 

1 

24.  Dunkeld,  .        , 

10 

7 

1 

••• 

2 

25.  Dunoon  and  Inverary, 

15 

10 

4 

•••  , 

1 

26.  Dunse  and  Chimaide, 

8 

8 

••• 

••• 

•■• 

27.  Edinboxgh, 

46 

81 

5 

9 

•  •a 

28.  Ekrin, 

29.  Ellon, 

9 

7 

4 
2 

4 
5 

1 

see 

•  a* 
aaa 

30.  Fordoian,    .        .        • 

10 

6 

2 

•  •  • 

2 

Carryforward, 

364 

240 

65 

46 

14 

1 

20 

TABLS  NO.  YI. 

• 

NO.  OF  GONOREOATIONS 

On 
PUtfom. 

Dbawimo  Surplto. 

Not  DBAwnra  Bubplus. 

and  abova        rr^l  7a- 

GiTinglflM 

OiTinglM 
than  £60 

perliamber. 

»I1«U   M.V9m 

pur  Manibor. 

p«rlf«mber. 

InalL 

1 

Brought  forward. 

364 

240 

66 

45 

14 

31.  Fordyoe,    . 

8 

2 

5 

1 

... 

32.  Forfar,       , 

8 

4 

4 

••• 

... 

33.  Forres, 

6 

5 

1 

... 

... 

1 

34.  Qaiiooli, 

9 

6 

3 

1 

1 
... 

35.  Olaogow,    , 

60 

38 

10 

12 

••• 

36.  Greenock,  , 

15 

11 

3 

1 

•«• 

37.  Haddington  and  DonlMur, 

13 

10 

... 

... 

3 

38.  Hamilton, ,        • 

18 

14 

4 

•«. 

••* 

39.  Invemeaa,          .        • 

10 

4 

3 

3 

... 

40.  Irvine,       • 

24 

20 

3 

1 

... 

41.  Ifllav, 
4&.  Jedborgh, 

3 

2 

... 

.• . 

1 

8 

8 

... 

... 

... 

43.  KdMS        .        .        . 

11 

10 

... 

... 

1 

44.  Kincardine  O'Kei],    . 

13 

8 

1 

•.. 

4 

45.  KtnroMi    , 

5 

6 

... 

••• 

... 

46.  Kin^yi«.    • 

9 

6 

1 

1 

1 

47.  Kirkcaldy,        .        . 

15 

10 

6 

••• 

... 

48.  Kirkcadbnght^ . 

3 

8 

... 

... 

• 
••• 

49.  Lanark,    , 

6 

3 

••. 

2 

... 

5a  Lewi%       . 

8 

... 

... 

6 

2 

51.  liinlithgow. 

13 

11 

••• 

••* 

2 

52,  Lodicarran, 

9 

... 

•.• 

6 

3 

53.  Lockerbie, 

10 

8 

1  • 

... 

1 

54  Loni,         tf 

7 

3 

•.. 

1 

3 

55.  Mei|de^ 

66.  MnS,         *        . 

10 
5 

6 

3 

3  • 

... 

... 

1 
2 

57.  Nairn,       •       .        . 

5 

3 

3 

• 
... 

».. 

58.  Orkney,    . 

13 

... 

3 

4 

6 

59.  Paialey,     . 

15 

9 

6 

... 

•*. 

60.  Penpont,  ... 

61.  Per&,       • 

5 

17 

3 
14 

1 
2 

I 
1 

... 

62.  Selkirk,    .        . 

9 

9 

... 

...                #•• 

63.  Shetland,  . 

3 

«.. 

... 

1                  2 

64.  Skye  and  XTist, . 

13 

1 

1  • 

4 

7 

65.  St  Andrews^    . 

10 

8 

2 

... 

••• 

6&  Stiilmg,     , 

13 

13 

... 

.•a. 

•a. 

67.  Stranraer,. 

10 

8 

1 

1 

... 

68.  Strathbogie^      . 

10 

2 

2 

3 

3 

69.  Tain, 

10 

3 

4 

3 

•*• 

70,  Tongue^     ,      .. 

7 

... 

••• 

3 

4 

71.  Tupnfif,      . 

8 

3 

3 

2 

•»• 

72.  Wigtown,  . 

4 

3 

1- 

... 

.•■ 

-H 

827 

523 

141 

103                60 
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2. — Abstract  of  Congregatiom  Claarijied  aooording  to  the  rate  of  giving  per 
Congregathn,  showing  the  number  of  Congregations  in  each  Class,  and 
the  nnmber  of  those  whose  Mioisters  draw  the  Surplus  Fund. 

(1.)  Oeneral  Abstraei  qfthe  whale  Congregalione, 


NO.  OF  C0N0RKGATI0N8 

CT.ARAB8. 

Ontho 

Platform 

16th  May 

1876. 

Dbawimo  Surplus  Fuin». 

Not 
drawing 
Suzplns 

Fond. 

Flrtt 
Clan. 

Second 
Class. 

Total. 

1.  Under  £25 

2.  At  £25,  and  under  £50,       . 

3.  At  £50,  and  under  £60, 

4.  At  £60,  and  under  £75, 

5.  At  £75,  and  under  £100,     • 

6.  At  £100,  and  under  £150,    . 

7.  At  £150,  and  under  £200,    . 

8.  At  £200,  and  under  £300,   . 

9.  At  £300,  and  under  £500.    . 
10.  At  and  above  £500,      . 

9 

32 

19 

116 

154 

192 

127 

94 

47 

37 

... 
••• 

■  •  ■ 

78 
102 
128 
80 
61 
37 
37 

... 
•*. 
.•• 

17 
26 
41 
25 
23 
9 

•  a. 

••• 

... 

•  a. 

96 

128 

169 

105 

84 

46 

37 

9 
32 

19 
20 
25 
25 
22 
10 
1 
... 

827 

523 

141 

664 

163 

(2.)  Abeiract  LimUed  to  Congregationi  in  the  ffighlanda  and  Ulande, 


NO.  OF  CONOREGATIONS 

CLASSEa 

• 

On  the 
Platform 
16th  May 

1876. 

Dbawiho  Subplus  Fovzx 

Not 
drawing 
Sorplos 

Fund. 

First 
Class. 

Second 
asss. 

TotaL 

• 

1.  Under  £25,   .... 

2.  At  £25,  and  under  £50, 

3.  At  £50,  and  under  £60, 

4.  At  £60,  and  under  £75, 

5.  At  £75,  and  under  £100, 

6.  At  £100,  and  under  £150, 

7.  At  £150,  and  under  £200, 

8.  At  £200,  and  under  £300, 

9.  At  £300,  and  under  £500, 
10.  At  and  above  £500,      • 

7 
14 

8 
29 
44 
41 
19 
13 

3 

1 

•*. 
... 
... 
11 
22 
18 
9 
7 
2 
1 

••• 

••. 

... 
4 
7 
11 
3 
3 
1 

•  a. 

... 

... 

... 
15 
29 
29 
12 
10 
3 
1 

7 
14 

8 
14 
15 
12 

7 

3 
... 
■•* 

179 

70 

29 

99 

80 

ISi 
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Tables  showing  the  Financial  GoNDmoN  of  Congbxgations  on 
the  Platform  whose  Minibtebs.  do  not  participate  in  iha 
Surplus  Fund. 


1.  CongregatioiiB  in  tlie  Lowlands — Self-sapporting. 

2.  I>o.  Do.  Aid-k«oeiying. 

3.  Congr^pitions  in  the  Highlands  snd  Islands — Self -supporting 

4.  Do.  Do.  Do.        Aid-receiTing. 
6.  Congregattons  in  the  Lowlands  oontributing  less  than  £60. 
6.  *            Do.                Highlands  snd  Islands  Do. 


These  Tables  show 

The  increase  or  deorease  in  Snstentation  Fund  sinoe  1867. 

Namher  of  Memher%  or  proportion  of  Adherents. 

Bate  per  Memher. 

Congregational  Funds. 

FkDportion  thereof  sent  to  Snstentation  Fond, 
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0txttul  SusUtttati0tt  jFuitb. 


STATEMENT  OF  CONTRIBUTIONS 


RECEIVED  FROM  THE 


CONGREGATIONS  OF  THE  FREE  CHURCH 

OF  SCOTLAND 


FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  15th  MAY  1876, 


AND  SHOWING  THE  INCREASE  AND  DECREASE  ON  THE  CONTRIBUTIONS 

OF  EACH  CONGREGATION  AS  COMPARED  WITH  THE 

YEAR  ENDING  16th  MAY  1875. 


MAY    1876. 


EDINBURGH  :  THOMAS  AND  ARCHIBALD  CONSTABLE, 

FRUfTERB  TO  THJE  QITEEN,  AND  TO  THE  UNIYERSTTT. 

1876. 
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No.  L-E. 


Jfrtt  CJ^urtj^  ai  StaihtiH, 


REPORT 


BY  THB 


SUSTENTATION  FUND  COMMITTEE 


ON  THB 


AGED  AND  INFIEM  MINISTERS'  FUND. 


MAY   1876. 


J.  During  the  past  year  Legacies  applicable  to  Capital  have  been 
received  to  the  amount  of  £2962,  6s.  lid.,  and  the  Capital  Fond  is  thereby 
raised  to  £87,113,  5b.  lOd. ;  including  accumulated  Interest  and 
Donations,  which  lire  in  course  of  being  exhausted  as  Income. 

2.  Donations  have  been  received  amounting  to  £283, 15s.  4d.,  but  £125 
of  this  is  directed  to  be  capitalised. 

3.  The  Grants  outstanding  at  the  date  of  last  Assembly  amounted  to 
£3650,  of  which  £480  were  chargeable  against  accumulated  Interest. 
That  Assembly  added  new  Grants  to  the  amount  of  £785,  as  follows  :^ 

To  12  Colleagues,  £785,  less  preyious  Grants  to  7  of  them  for 

Assistants,  £210,  leaving  of  new  Grants,        .  £575    0    0 

To  7  Assistants,  £30  each,         .  .  210    0    0 


In  all, 


£785    0    0 


The  total  Orants  at  the  close  of  last  Assembly  tbutf  amounted  to  £4435, 
of  which  £480  was  chargeable  on  accumulated  Interest^  leaving  £3955 
chargeable  as  Income. 

The  Income  from  Interest  daring  the  year  has  been      .  .         £3257  19    9 

Add  proportion  of  Donations,  e^.,  as  stated  in  last  Report,    .  231  11     4 


Deduct  Expei 


1-E 


Remains, 


£3489  11  1 

132    5  8 

£3.367    5  6 
A 


£3450    0    0 
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Brought  forwud,        £3357    5    5 
The  total  Grants  paid    doriog    the    year   have 

amounted  to        .....    £3666  13    0 
Whereof  chargeable  on  accnmnlated  Interest,         .       481  17    0 

RpmMng  chaigeable  as  Income,        3184  16    0 

Surplus  of  Inoome,        £172    9    5 

From  this  Statement  it  appears  that  the  Grants  paid  in  the  coarse  of 
the  year  continue  to  be  very  mnch  (nearly  £800)  within  the  amoant 
sanctioned  at  its  commencement 

4.  Daring  the  past  year  nine  ministers  receiving  Grants  have  died,  and 
the  Grants  which  have  thns  lapsed  amoant  to  £560,  whereof  £460  were 
chargeable  on  Income,  and  £100  on  accumulated  Interest  There  remain  at 
present  on  the  Fund,  Grants  chargeable  on  Income  to  the  amount  of  £36 10, 
and  chargeable  on  accumulated  Interest  £380. 

5.  The  Income  available  during  the  next  year  may  be  estimated  as 
follows : — 

• 

Interest^    •  •  •  • 

Fourth  tenth  of  Donations,  1872-3, 

Third  tenth  of  Donations,  1873-4, 

Second  tenth  of  Donations,  1874-5, 

First  tenth  of  Donations,  1875-6, 

(£158, 16s.  4d.  and  £300  to  be  received  trma  Pre-DiBrapUon  ^ 
Ministers'  Fond.) 

Second  tenth  of  unexpended   Income  of   1873^ 
and  1874-5,        ..... 
First  tenth  of  unexpended  Income  of  1875-6, 

Add,        297  13    4 

Sum  of  this,        £3747  13    4 
Deduct  Expenses,  .  .        132  13    4 

Estimated  Income,       £3615    0    0 

The  Grants  chargeable  against  Income  being  as  above  stated,  £3610; 
there  is  a  surplus  of  Income  available  for  new  Grants  of  £5.  Bnt  the 
experience  of  the  last  two  or  three  years  seems  to  warrant  the  passing  of 
Grants  in  excess  of  estimated  Income  to  the  extent  of  £600  or  £700. 
The  Committee  therefore  report  that  new  Grants  may  be  admitted  by  the 
approaching  Assembly  to  the  extent  of  £705. 

The  usual  lists  connected  with  this  Fund  are  in  the  Appendix.  The 
following  Abstract  shows  the  number  of  ministers  embraced  in  these 
Lists  whose  length  of  service  as  ordained  ministers  has  been  for  the 
several  periods  under  mentioned : — 

Number  who  have  been  ordained  for  less  than  25  years,    ....  4 

Number  who  have  been  ordained  25  years  or  more,  but  less  than  30  yeaiv,  7 

30               „                „      •       35     „  16 

35                „                „             40     „  14 

40                „                ..              45     „  20 

45                „                „              60     „  12 

50                „                „              65     „  2 

55                „                •>              60     „  1 

»                    »                    70               „                „             76     „  1 

WILLIAM  WILSON,  Jt-Ckmx>ener. 
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113    0 

45  19 
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42     0 
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19  99 
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THE  AGED  AKD  IMPIRM  MINISTERS'  FUND. 


APPENDIX. 

I. — Cases  in  which  Colleagnes  have  been  allowed  by  the  Oeneral 
Assembly,  or  where  the  Minister  has  resigned. 


Number  down  to  May  1874,     . 
Add  allowed  in  May  1876 :— 
Charge. 

Culter, 

EdrachiUis, 

East  Church,  AUoa, 

West  Church,  Thurso, 

Greenlaw,   . 

Fairlie, 

St.  Matthew's,  Glasgow, 

Rutherglen, 

Hutchesontown,  Glasgow, 

High  Church,  Edinburgh, 
.    Strathfillan, 

Ciillen, 

Wigton, 


Minister. 
James  Proudfoot, 
George  TuUoch, 
John  Wright, 
David  Bum, 
John  Fairbaim, 
John  Gemmell, 
Samuel  Miller,  D.D., 
James  Munro, 

A.  S.  Faterson,  D.D., 
WiUiam  Arno^ 
Alexauder  M'Kinnon, 
John  Mackay, 

B.  C.  A,  A^^ew, 


13 


7 


174 


II. — Of  these  174  cases,  132,  dating  from  1855  inclasive,  have  been 
admitted  to  grants  from  the  Aged  and  Infirm  Ministers'  Fund, 
whereof  no  more  than  57  survive. 


In  1855 
In  1856: 
In  1867 
In  1868 
In  1859 
In  1880 
In  1861 
In  186^ 
In  1863 
In  1864 
In  1865 
In  1866 
In  1867 
In  1868 
In  1869 
In  1870 
In  1871 
In  1872 
In  1878 
In  1874 
In  1876 


6  Ministers  were  admitted  to  the  Fund,  of  whom  there  survive  1 

7 

6 

8 

4 

7 

6 

8 

2 

4 

6 

8 
10 

8 

2 

6 

7 

6 

7 
12 
12 


>» 
>i 
ft 
f» 
it 
t» 
tt 
tt 
tt 
tt 
tt 
tt 
tt 
ft 
tt 
It 
tt 
tt 
tt 
tt 


0 

2 

• 

,        1 

1 

,  ,     2 

1 

,        1 

,        1 

1 

8 

3 

6 

2 

0 

t        2 

8 

8 

2 

,      11 

,      12 

182 


67 


III. — List  of  Ministers  drawing  Grants  from  the  Fund  for.  Colleagues 
and  Successors  who  have  died  during  the  past  year — ^nine  in  number. 


John  Macfarlane,  D.D.,  Dalkeith. 
George  Burns,  D.D.,  Corstorphine. 
John  Benton,  Auchtermuchty. 
Robert  Inglis,  EdzelL 
John  Madeod,  Alloa. 


Henry  Macleod,  Ardclach. 
Thos.  Findlay,  West  Kilbride. 
William  Hntcheson,  Johnstone. 
John  Harper,  Bothwell. 
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IV. — List  of  Grants  now  payable. 


I.  CoUeoffues  and  Retired  Ministers : — 


1. 
2. 


3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 
10. 
11. 
12. 
13. 
14. 
15. 
16. 
17. 
18. 
19. 
20. 
21. 
22. 
23. 
24. 
25. 
♦26. 
•27. 
28. 

•29. 
•30. 
•31. 
*32. 

33. 

34. 

35. 

36. 

37. 

38. 

39. 

40. 


George  Orr,  Symington,  . 

William  Taylor,  Pulteneytown,  £50, 

Claim  waived  while  Mr.  Taylor  haa  other 
employment. 

John  MacKail,  Ayr, 
James  Beattie,  BaImulIo» 
Alexander  Stark,  Cloaebum,    . 
John  Donaldson,  Ceres,    . 
William  Mackenzie,  North  Leith, 
Alexander  Keith,  Junior,  St.  Cyrus, 
James  Manson,  Dunse,    . 
Hugh  Martin,  D.D.,  Edinburgh, 
Samuel  C.  Blair,  Sorbie,  . 
John  Roxburgh,  D.D.,  Glasgow, 
G.  R.  Davidson,  Edinburgh,    . 
George  Lewis,  Ormiston, 
Colin  Mackenzie,  Arrochar, 
Charles  Marshall,  Dunfermline, 
A.  L.  M'Crorie,  Cairnryan, 
Robert  Kinnear,  Moffat,  . 
David  Mitchell,  Glasgow, 
Robert  Trail,  LLD.,  Boyndie, 
Robert  Donald,  Sheudum, 
John  Eraser,  Gordon, 
C.  J.  Brown,  D.D.,  Edinburgh, 
Simon  Eraser,  Eortrose,  . 
Joseph  Stark,  Ril finnan, 
William  Mather,  Stanley, 
R.  L  Brown,  Largo, 
John  Bruce,  D.D.,  Edinburgh,  £80, 
Does  not  draw  Grant 

John  M*Rae,  Carloway,  . 

James  Stark,  Greenock,  . 

Thomas  Waters,  Lauder, 

Alexander  Keith,  Strichen, 

C.  C.  Stewart,  Scone, 

W.  K.  Mitchell,  Clunie,  . 

George  Chisholm,  Avoch, 

J.  J.  Wood,  D.D.,  Dumfries,    . 

Thos.  Gun,  Madderty,     . 

John  McMillan,  D.D.,  Kirkcudbright, 

Robert  Shanks,  Buckie,  . 

W.  L  Mitchell,  Aberdeen, 

Carry  forward. 


Ordained. 


Admitted 
to  Fond. 


Orantfrom 
Fund. 


1840 
1843 


1826 

1830 

1844 

1829 

1840 

1842 

1844 

1838 

1834 

1828 

1837 

1831 

1841 

1846 

1841 

1843 

1846 

1842 

1843 

1831 

1835 

1832 

1822 

1821 

1818 

1833 
1834 
1843 
1844 
1832 
J852 
1851 
1827 
1829 
1837 
1837 
1838 


1855 
1857 


1858 
1859 
I860 

1861 
1862 
1863 
1864 
1865 
t> 

1866 
»f 

1867 

»» 
»• 

1868 
1870 
1871 

M 


1872 
» 

1873 

t> 
1874 

n 
•  « 
n 

>» 

tf 


£40  0  0 


40 
40 
60 
50 
80 


50 
60 
70 
80 
50 


70 
35 
40 
80 
80 
60 
60 
60 


0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


60  0 
35  0 


0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


80 

0 

0 

60 

0 

0 

50 

0 

0 

60 

0 

0 

50 

0 

0 

50 

0 

0 

30 

0 

0 

50 

0 

0 

80 

0 

0 

70 

0 

0 

70 

0 

0 

70 

0 

0 

80 

•  •  • 

0 

•  •  • 

0 

60  0  0 
70  0  0 
50  0  0 
50  0  0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


£2230  0  0 
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REPORT 


OF  THE 


SUSTENTATION  FUND  COMMITTEE 


ANENT   THE 


Allowance  to  Ministers*  Widows  and  Families. 


MAY  1876. 


Last  General  Assembly  remitted  to  this  Committee  for  their  con« 
sideration  certain  overtures  anent  the  allowances  to  Ministers'  Widows 
and  Families  from  the  Sustentation  Fund,  instructing  the  Committee  to 
examine  accurately  into  the  question  of  the  probable  financial  results 
from  acceding  to  any  of  the  suggestions  made  in  the  overtures,  and 
report  to  next  Assembly. 

In  estimating  the  effect  financially  of  making  allowances  to  the 
families  of  Ministers  in  the  event  of  their  death,  and  when  no  widow 
survives,  it  may  form  a  sufficient  basis  for  calculation  to  revert  to  what 
has  taken  place  during  the  five  years  preceding  the  present. 


In  1870-71,  15  Ministers  died. 

AUo 

„  1871-72,  19 

9» 

»» 

„  1872-73,  10 

l> 

» 

„  1873-74,  27 

>» 

» 

„  1874-75,  17 

W 

» 

Allowances  to  Widows, 


13 

7 

18 
9 


If  allowances  of  £75  each  had  been  made  as  each  death  occurred,  the 
1-F 
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additional  burden  npon  the  SustentatioD  Fand  in  each  of  these  yean 
would  have  been  as  follows ; — 

1870-71, 11  X  75  =  £826  0  0 

1871-72, 6  X  76  =     460  0  0 

1872-73, 3  X  75  =     225  0  0 

1873-74, 9  X  75  «     676  0  0 

1874-75, 8  X  76  =     600  0  0 

£2775    0    0 
Or  an  average  each  year  of  £556. 

The  Committee  consider  that  it  would  be  an  unreasonable  charge  upon 
the  Sustentation  Fund  to  go  beyond  the  allowances  to  widows ;  and  that 
it  would  be  di£Scult  to  determine  in  what  cases,  and  to  what  extent,  if 
allowances  were  made  to  other  than  widows,  such  allowances  should  be 
given. 

WILLIAM  WILSON,  Convener. 


No.  I.-G. 


^xtt  €)^nxt\i  af  S^tailunlif, 


m^^"^^^ 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE 


OK   THE 


EQUAL  DIVIDEND  PLATFORM. 


MAY  1876. 


During  the  past  year  the  Committee  have  had  before  them  schedules 
from  the  following  aid-receiving  charges  applying  to  their  respective 
Presbyteries  for  leave  to  moderate  in  calls  to  ministers : — 

1.  Tarbert, 

2.  Carloway,     . 

3.  LochSy  •         •        .        • 

4.  Torpfaichen,  . 

5.  Old  Kilpatrick, ,   . 

6.  Shaudon, 

7.  Tullibody,    . 

8.  Rafford,         .         . 

9.  Alloa,  East  Church,       . 

10.  Houston, 

11.  Evie  and  Rendal, 

12.  Dumfries  Territorial,    . 

13.  Roslin, 

14.  Aberdeen,  Melville  Church, 

15.  Knockando, 

16.  Salton  and  Bolton, 

17.  Glenbervie,  • 

18.  South  Uist, 

19.  Crathie, 

20.  Bannockbum, 

21.  North  Bute, 

22.  RUberry  and  South  Knapdale, 

23.  Castleton,    . 

24.  Perth,  Knox's,     . 

25.  Marykirk,  . 

26.  Dunfermline,  St  Andre-w^s, 

27.  Langholm,  .         .         .       ' 
L-G. 


Presbytery 

of  Kintyre. 

» 

Lewis. 

•                  »» 

Lmhthgow. 

•                  »» 

Dumbarton. 

ti 
Stirling. 

■                            ft 

Forres. 

ft 

Stirling. 

•                        »» 

Paisley. 

»f 

Orkney. 

•                            »l 

.  Dumfries. 

•                          »» 

Dalkeith. 

•                          l> 

Aberdeen. 

*                                    91 

Aberlour. 

•                                    ft 

Haddington  and  Dunbar. 

•                                   »l 

Fordoun. 

•                                    ft 

Skye  and  Uist. 

•                                   ft 

Kincardine  O'NeiL 

ft 

Stirling. 

•                                   tt 

Dimoon  and  Inverary. 

•le,               „ 

Kintyre. 

•                                    M 

Jedburgh. 

'                                    It 

Perth. 

*                                    tt 

Fordoun. 

•                                    »» 

Dunfermline. 

It 

Lockerbie. 

A 
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They  have  also  considered  applications  from  the  following  congrega- 
tions in  reference  to  the  appointment  of  coUeagaea  and  saccessors : — 

1.  Fairlie,        «        «        •        «  Presbytery  of  Greenock. 

2.  Colter,         ....  „  Biggar  and  Peebles. 

3.  Greenlaw,    ....  „  Dnnae  and  ChimBide. 

4.  Thono,  West  Churoh,  .  „  Caithness. 

5.  Collen,         ....  „  Fordyoe. 

6.  Edrachillis,  .        •        •  „  Tongue. 

In  all  these  cases  the  Committee  hare  passed  the  schedules  withoat 
raising  the  question  as  to  their  continuance  upon  the  Platform  of  the 
Equal  Dividend. 

In  the  case  of  Conningaburgh,  in  the  Presbytery  of  Shetland,  which 
stands  upon  a  special  arrangement  whereby  the  minister  draws  £80  from 
the  Sustentation  Fund  in  addition  to  the  contributions  of  the  congregatioD, 
which  are  required  to  be  at  least  JC40,  the  Committee  recommend  that  it 
be  continued  on  that  footing. 

In  the  case  of  ScUine,  Presbytery  of  Dunfermline,  the  Committee  foand 
that  it  was  a  case  falling  under  the  provisions  of  Act  VIII.  Assembly  1875, 
and  in  terms  of  that  Act  recommended  that  it  should  be  continued  as  a 
ministerial  charge,  and  should,  in  terms  of  that  Act,  receive  a  grant  of  £80 
annually  from  the  SusteotatioB  Fund  in  addition  to  the  amount  of  its  own 
contributions,  if  such  an  amount  is  needed  to  make  up  £157. 

The  Committee  append  hereto  their  Beport  to  the  Commission  in  March 
relative  to  the  admisaion  of  charges  to  the  Platforkn  of  the  Eqaal 
Dividend. 

They  also  append  the  usual  lists  of  congregations  which  have  heen 
placed  on  the  Platform  by  the  Assembly  of  1865  and  following  Assemblies, 
showing  the  contributions  of  these  congregations  to  the  Fund  for  last 
year,  1874-75,  compared  with  the  promise  given  at  last  calling  a  minister, 
and  with  the  amount  contributed  in  the  year  immediately  before  they  were 
placed  on  the  Platform.  There  are  two  lists,  the  first  containing  the  aid^ 
receiving^  the  second  the  aelf-suatmning  congregations.  The  first  list 
contains  66  congregations,  which  may  be  classified  and  compared  with  the 
preceding  year  as  follows : — 

1878-74.  1874-7& 

Number  of  Congregations  which  have  advanced  upon 

the  Bume  pronused, 25  32 

Komber  of  Congregations  which  have  fallen  below  the 

sums  promised, .     15  14 

Number  of  Congregations  Which  hsTe  contributed  the 
sums  promised,  or  whose  increase  or  decrease  is  of 
very  small  amount, 16  16 

Number  of  Congregations  where  no  sum  was  fixed,      .      4  4 

60  66 


The  aggregate  amount  of  increase  attained  by  the 

advancing  Congregations  was,  in  1874-75,  .      £851  19    2 

in  1873-74,      .        .        629  13  10 
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The  aggregate  amoant  of  decrease  in  1874-75  is  .    £291  17    3 

Bat  in  three  Congregations,  viz.,  Billhead,  Salen  and 
Toroeay,  and  South  JJiat,  the  decrease  has  arisen 
from  tiie  occurrence  of  a  vacancy,  the  amoant  of 
decrease  in  these  three  cases  being  .  102    9    2 

Leaving,    £189     8     1 

The  congregations  which  are- liable  for  this  decrease  will  found  on 
referring  to  the  list,  and  it  may  be  noticed  that  the  ministers  of  nine  of 
them  receive  the  first-class  snrplusi  and  the  minister  of  another  receives 
the  second-class  snrplns. 

The  Committee  have  a  deepening  conviction  of  the  necessity  of  adopt- 
ing a  rule  in  connection  with  the  Surplus  Fund  Plan,  which  shall  prevent 
any  congregation  from  becoming  burdensome,  by  means  of  the  Surplus, 
beyond  a  certain  limited  and  reasonable  amount, — say  of  £100. 

Jn  name  and  by  authority  of  the  Committee, 

a.  MELDBUM,  Secretary. 


BEPOBT  OF  THE  CoiCMTFTEE  ON  THE  PlATFORIC  OF  THE  EqUAL  DIVIDEND 

to  tbe  Commission  of  the  General  Assembly,  March  1876. 

The  Act  X.,  of  Assembly  1863,  directs  this  Committee  to  report  to  the  Commis- 
sion in  March  the  Church  Extension  Charges,  not  exceeding  six  in  number,  not 
being  self-snstaining,  which  they  recommend  to  the  General  Assembly  for  admis- 
Bion  to  the  Platform,  and  declares  that  the  order  in  which  such  charges  shall  be 
admitted  shall,  as  a  general  role,  be  regulated  by  the  date  of  their  being  sanctioned. 
By  a  subsequent  deliverance  of  the  Assembly  (23d  May  1 87 1  )•  it  is  declared  that  the 
order  of  seniority  shall  be  reckoned  from  the  date  of  first  settlement  of  a  Minister. 

Following  the  order  here  prescribed,  the  Conunittee  will  proceed  to  report  on 
the  state  of  the  congregations  in  succession,  referring  to  the  annexed  table  for  a 
▼iew  of  the  financial  condition  from  the  date  of  sanction. 

1.  BowxoBE — Presbyteiy  of  Islay.  Sanctioned  in  1859,  first  minister  ordained 
in  1860.  Allowed  after  a  vacancy  to  call  a  piinister  in  1872  on  a  minimum  con- 
tribution  of  £90,  indnding  interest  of  endowment  of  £1000.  Taking  the 
interest  of  the  endowment  at  £40,  the  sum  to  be  msed  by  the  Congregation  is  £50. 
The  present  minister  was  ordained  in  1874.  The  som  raised  and  remitted  by  the 
congregation,  independently  of  the  endowment,  was,  in  1873-74,  £34, 78. 6d.,  and  in 
1874-75,  £36,  16s.  3d.  For  the  three  quarters  of  the  current  year  it  is  £39,  6s.  4d. 
{n  1872,  on  the  occasion  of  the  last  call,  the  numbers  stated  were  53  members 
and  87  adherents.  Ko  return  has  been  made  since  the  induction  of  the  present 
minister.  In  the  Schedule  of  Statistics,  1875,  the  average  attendance  on  Sabbath 
is  stated  to  be  70.  It  is  understood  that  the  minister  draws  the  interest  of  a 
local  endowment  amounting  to  £1200. 

The  Committee  postpone  this  case  in  accordance  with  their  usiud  practice  of 
requiring  that  a  congregation  shall  not  be  placed  on  the  Platform  untU,  it  has 
fulfilled  its  engagement  for  at  least  three  consecutive  years. 

2.  CAMPSix^Presbyteiy  of  Glasgow.  Sanctioned  in  1862,  and  the  first 
mmister  inducted  in  1864.  After  a  prolonged  vacancy  a  call  was  allowed  to  be 
proceeded  with  in  1874,  on  a  minimum  contribution  of  £100.     The  amount 
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remitted  to  the  Fund  was,  in  1873-74,  £97,  9&  9d.  For  *U  the  preceding  yean  it 
fell  very  far  short  of  the  promised  sum,  the  average  being  about  £45.  In  1874-73, 
it  was  £106,  198.  4d.,  and  for  the  three  quarters  of  the  current  year  £90,  3s.  lOd. 
The  amount  of  direct  contributions  to  the  Fund  for  the  current  year  is  at  the  rate 
of  £83,  14fl.  per  annum.  The  number  of  Members  is  112. 
The  Committee  recommend  that  this  congregation  be  placed  on  the  Flatfonn. 

3.  Macdonald  Church,  Glasgow — Sanctioned  in  1863.  First  minister 
inducted  in  1864.  Allowed  in  1871  to  call  a  minister  on  a  minimum  contribu- 
tion of  £100.  A  minister  was  inducted  in  1872.  The  sum  remitted  in  1872-73 
was  £62,  138.  lOd.,  in  1873-74  £104,  l^s.  6d.,  and  in  1874-75  £117,  ISs.  5d. 
For  the  three  quarters  of  the  current  year  £54,  12s.  Number  of  members  73, 
number  of  adherents  not  stated.  Average  attendance  on  Sabbath  250.  The 
charge  is  at  present  vacant,  and  in  accordance  with  the  practice  of  the  Committee 
its  admission  to  the  Platform  would  have  been  postponed  ;  but  in  consideration  of 
the  special  circumstances  in  which  the  vacancy  has  taken  place,  and  of  the  pro- 
spect held  out  at  last  Assembly,  t^e  Committee  recommend  that  this  case  be 
placed  on  the  Platform. 

4.  PoRTKOCKis — Presbytery  of  Fordyce.  Sanctioned  in  1863.  A  minister  has 
been  inducted  for  the  first  time  in  1875.  In  terms  of  resolution  of  General 
Assembly  1871,  by  which  it  is  declared  that  the  order  of  seniority  shall  be 
reckoned  from  the  date  of  first  settlement  of  a  minister,  and  not  from  the  date 
of  sanction,  this  congregation  falls  to  be  ranked  among  the  congregations  of  1875. 

5.  Ardrtshaig — Presbytery  of  Dunoon  and  Inveraiy.  Sanctioned  in  1865. 
First  minister  ordained  in  1868.  No  such  improvement  has  taken  place  in  this 
case  as  to  enable  the  Committee  to  report  on  any  more  favourable  terms  than 
they  have  done  in  their  Reports  of  1874  and  1875.  Although  sanctioned  in  1865, 
a  minister  was  not  inducted  until  1868,  and  on  that  account  it  falls  to  be  post- 
poned. 

6.  Alford — Presbytery  of  Alford.  Sanctioned  in  1866.  First  minister 
inducted  in  1867.  At  tiiat  time  the  members  were  stated  to  be  87,  and  the 
adherents  200.  The  minimnm  contribution  was  fixed  at  £90.  For  the  last  two 
years  the  sum  remitted  has  been  a  little  more  than  this.  Number  of  memben 
at  present  104,  and  of  adherents  53.  Amount  raised  directly  for  the  Fund 
last  year  £61.  The  amount  remitted  for  the  first  three  quarters  of  this  year  if 
£73,  4fl.  3d. 

The  Committee  recommend  that  this  ease  be  placed  under  the  provisions  of 
the  Act  VIII.  of  Assembly  1875. 

7.  West  Church,  Inyernsss — Presbytery  of  Inverness.  Sanctioned  in  1866. 
First  minister  settled  in  1867.  Minimum  sum  fixed  £100.  At  last  calling  a 
minister  in  1872,  the  sum  fixed  as  the  minimum  was  £110.  For  the  last  three 
years  the  sums  remitted  have  been  £100, 14s.  lOd.,  £127, 7s.  6d.,  and  £97, 98.  6d. 
It  has  been  explained  that  the  Treasurer  regulated  his  remittances  by  the  general 
financial  year  ending  in  March,  being  ignorant  that  the  Snstentation  Fund  was 
regulated  by  the  year  ending  in  May,  and  that  the  remittances  for  the  last  three 
years,  accoi^ing  to  that  reckoning,  have  been  £110,  lis.  4d.,  £120,  and  £120.  It 
appears  that  £52,  4s.  7d.  of  last  year's  remittances  came  from  seat-rents  and  other 
sources. 

The  number  of  members  has  not  been  returned  through  the  Presbytery.  It  ii 
stated  in  the  Schedule  of  Statistics  to  be  130,  and  of  a&erents  450. 

The  Committee  reconmiend  that  this  charge  be  placed  on  the  Platfonn,  pro- 
vided a  visitation  is  made*  for  the  purpose  of  raising  a  lai^ger  sum  in  direct 
contributions  to  the  Fund,  and  a  satisfactory  result  is  reported  to  the  Committee 
prior  to  the  Assembly. 

8.  Glsnshibl — ^Presbytery  of  Loehcarron.  Sanctioned  in  1866.  Minister  firrt 
settled  in  1867,  the  number  of  adherents  being  then  stated  to  be  700,  and  of 
members  18.     Minimum  rate  of  eontribtttion  fixed  at  £80.    For  a  nomber  of 
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yean  the  warn  remitted  fell  short  of  £80,  bnt  for  the  yean  1873-74  and  1874-75 
£80  waa  reoiiitted,  a^d  tiie  canaent  year  appears  to  be  maintaining  that  amount. 
The  number  of  members  is  stated  to  be  13.  In  the  Schedule  of  Statistics  for 
1874,  the  number  of  adherents  above  fourteen  years  of  age  is  stated  to  be  300. 
While  in  the  Schedule  for  1876  it  is  stated  to  be  160.  The  Committee  recom- 
mend that  this  case  be  placed  under  the  proyisions  of  Act  VIIL  of  Assembly 
1876, 

9.  CoRSO(S( — ^Presbytery  of  Dumfries.  Sanctioned,  and  minister  settled  in 
1867.  Minimum  oont^ibutio^  £120.  This  sum  has  been  considerably  exceeded 
every  year  excepting  the  first ;  the  su^  remitted  last  year  l)eing  £146,  lis.  3d. 
The  number  of  members  is  109.  The  Committee  recommend  that  this  charge  be 
placed  on  the  Platform. 

The  Committee  have  thus  recommended  the  following  biz  cases,  viz. : — 
1.  Campsie.  ^ 

4.  Corsock.  ) 

5.  Alford.  )  To  be  admitted  to  the  provisions 

6.  GlenshidL  j      of  Act  VIIL  1875. 


BBPORT  ON  PLATFORM  OF  THE  EQUAL  DITIDEND. 
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APPENDIX. 


No.  I. 

Lisrr  or  Chvbch  Extbnsion  ahb  Tisritorial  Charois  admitted  to  the 
FUtform  of  the'  Eqaal  Dividend  under  the  Act  X.  of  AMembly  1863. 


Contributions  to  the  Suatentotlon  Fond 

AmoanI 

promieed  or 

adjiuted 

when 

the  Schedule 

jMMiedtbe 

Commitlee. 

Amount 
of  Contri- 
bution for 
year  prior  to 
admift-ion 

for  the  year  to  16th  May  1876.  irith 
the  increase  or  decrease,  comparing 
that  Sum  with  the  amount  promlaed 

AID-KEOEIYING 
OOHOaJBGATIONa 

or  adjusted  when  the  Schedule  passed 
the  Committee. 

to  the 
Platfonn. 

Tear  to 

16th  May 

Increase. 

Deereasa 

1876. 

I  Ammilt  iseff. 

1.  Chapeltoii, 

£88    0    0 

£70    9    9 

£71    6    4 

£9    6    4 

•  ■  •  • 

1  Ahernethy  (A). . 

70    0    0 

78    4  11 

69  10    0 

•  •-•  • 

£0  10    0 

8.  Alvie  and  Bothiemuiehni, 

80  17    6 

68    7    1 

97    6    3 

.  16    7    $ 

4.  Balmaghie^ 

80    0    0 

68    8    8 

80  17    0 

.     0.17    0 

8.  Kilmair  and  SteoMfaoU.    . 

80    0    0 

70    8    8 

HI  17    9 

.  31  17    9 

8.  Dondee.  Albert  Sqaarc^     . 

66    8    0 

109  14    3 

127    6    6 

41  17    6 

7.  OuyeCon,  .... 

80    0    0 

87    9    7 

80  16    8 

0  16    8 

8.Croeihill,   .... 

80    0    0 

83    0    0 

60    5    6 

0    6    6 

9.  Aberlenmo,              . 

80    0    0 

71    6    8 

97    8    6 

17    3    6 

10.  Harlford.  .       .*      .       . 

80    0    0 

86    6    6 

188    3    6 

68    8    6 

11.  iSlugow,  Wynd  Ohvrch,  . 

60    0    0 

68  16    9 . 

60    3  .8 

.038 

£798    6    6 

£799    0    8 

£974  12    3 

£176    6    8 

£0  10    0 

11  PoUodkehawi»  Bart  Ohaich, 

n.  ambmblt  ism. 

•  >  •  • 

126    0    0 

108    6  10 

•  •  •  • 

•  •  ■  ■ 

■               *                • 

18.  LoehgBlly, .... 

£70    0    0 

£95    8    4 

£117    9    6 

£47    9    6 

■  •  ■  « 

14.  Hopemao,                 • 

100    0    0 

61  10    6 

128  16    0 

88  16    0 

•  •  ■  • 

16.  Oambnilant 

180    0    0 

100  11  10 

196    6    6 

76    6    6 

■  •  •  • 

18.  Towie,  etc.,       . 

66    0    0 

68    0    0 

60    8    0 

£4  12    0 

17.  CbapelhaU,       .       . 

180    0    0 

116    8    6 

104    8    8 

•  •  ■  s 

16  17    9 

18.  Midmar,    .... 
Ill  AauMMLY  1887. 

80    0    0 

80    0    0 

67    8    0 

•  •  •  » 

12  17    0 

£666    0    0 

£604  19    8 

£673    4    8 

£161  10  11 

£33    6    9 

19.  Penh,  Knox'i  Ohnnta, 

£100    0    0 

£106    0    0 

£104    8    1 

£4    8    1 

80.  Stmtb  and  Strathaird. 

80    0    0 

88    6  11 

19  16    1 

£80    8  11 

81.  Olaagow,  Touag  Street,     . 

60    0    0 

99  10    6 

181  11    6 

61  11    6 

U  Loanheadp. 

IT.  Ambmhblt  1888. 

100    0    0 

108    0    0 

138    0    0 

88    0    0 

•  •  •• 

£340    0    0 

£394  16    4 

£878  16    8 

£98  19    7 

£80    3  11 

88.  KlrklntUloefa.  St  Andrawv, 

£160    0    0 

£160  10    1 

£167    6    0 

£17    6    0 

84  Inofainnaa, 

188    0    0 

184    0    0 

148    6    2 

6    6    3 

86.  Hinhead 

140    0    0 

66    1    0 

87    0    0 

£68    0    0 

88.  SllBDartln  and  Fotd, . 

17.  Xdlnhwgh,  Confirta. 

18.  Pleaeano^ 

89.  Glaa^,  Ghalaen^  . 

104    8    8 

116  13    0 

114    8    4 

9  14    8 

•  •  •  • 

£682    8    8 

. .  •  • 
* .  •  • 

£448    8    1 
104    2    8 
138  19    6 

77    7    8 

£611  18    6 
169    6  11 
160  13    7 
118    0    4 

£38    4  10 

.... 
•  •  *. 
.. . . 

£68    0    0 

.... 

.... 
.... 

- 
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nomiaed  or 
adJwMd 

thoSchadule 
paandtho 

ofCotef- 

hirtiMfDr 

j«ar  prior  to 

totho 

CoBtribMioB 
farthoja 
thoiMrei 
thalSm 

oradJarto 
thoGoaui 

latothoSi 
irto  15di 
laa  or  dea 
wllhthoa 
dwhAtht 
dttooL 

May  1875,  with 

Tear  to 

16th  Vaj 

1875. 

— 

»— 

T.  AMnaLT  1869. 

30.  Aaawm,    .... 

31.  Aberionr,  .... 
33.  Bobam 

33.  MUkmoM^ 

34.  Tulaiid,    .... 
33.  GHaagom,  Bri4gi|M^ 

TI.  AHnBLTl870. 

36.  BdcB  and  Toroi^jr,   . 

37.  Montnwe.  St.  PmI'i^ 

38.  OlMgow,  L jOD  Bcntli 

39.  Onlta,        .... 

40.  New  Pitriica,     .       . 
41.LuUnn,  .... 

TIL  A«nni.Tl871. 
41  KlifcoswmU,      .       .       . 

43.  Outopt,    .... 

44.  SCobhill,    .... 
48.  AmiMlala,        ... 

46.  TubolloB. 

47.  GkM|Dw.  MaWMd,  .       . 

Tin.  A«mB&Tl87i. 

48.  Dalnrmpta^               , 

49.  Dundatt,  WcO^^    . 

80.  Qlavgow.  Broomialaw;      . 

81.  OfMDock,  CtewfoffddNim, 
61  Newtjto,  .... 
51  KiltMoy  and  Sooth  Kup-) 

ari^  .     .     .     •; 

IX.  AasmLT  1871 
64.  Wbltbnni, 

63.  Tetbotan.  .... 

X.  AauMBLT  1874. 

66.  South  Uiat, 

37.  Bmbjt       .... 

68.  Biabophrii^i,    . 

69.  Oamrie.     .... 

60.  Qreoaoek.  North  Obiirdi, 

XL  ASBBMBLT  1876. 

61.  Loebcnd  and  Now  Abbcgr. 
61  DumMea,  ToRltocial, 

61  AUngton  and  Cnwfoid) 

John f 

61  Strathdon  and  Glanboefcat^ 
66.  Abotdoen,  OallowpU^ 
66.  Kamnajr 

£90 

70 
TO 
70 
80 
178 

0 
0 

8 
0 
0 
0 

0 
0 

8 
0 
0 
0 

£98  14    6 

70    0    0 

70    0    0 

93    8    0 

117    0    0 

160  19    0 

£61  U    T 
70  18    0 
70    0    0 

106    0    0 
66    0    0 

173  10    6 

. . .  • 
£0  18 

•  o  •• 

86    8 

o  a  •  • 

•  •  •  ■ 

0 
0 

£S8    8    8 

•  •  •  • 

••  •  • 

ii"o  0 

S    9    6 

£686 

0 

0 

£399  13    6 

£646    0    1 

£36  18 

0 

£tf  IT  11 

£70 
80 

100 
90 
90 
90 

£610 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

£67  IT    7 

131    6    8 

86    1    6 

110    0    0 

80  0    0 

81  9  11 

£60  17    6 
133  14  10 
116    5  11 
110    0    0 
70    0    0 
100    1    1 

£33  14  10 

15    6  11 
30    0    0 

• 

•  •  •■ 

10    1    1 

£9    2    6 

•  •  •  • 

•  9  •  m 

10    0    0 

.... 

0 

0 

£697  lb    T 

£610    0    4' 

£119    1  10 

£19    1    6 

£66 

70 
80 

110 
80 

100 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

£68    0    0 
70    8    0 
84  18  10 

100    3    6 
83  11  10 

104    8  10 

£70  16    0 
70    0    0 
87    1    1 

181    0    0 
80  IS    0 
96  18    8 

£4  16 

*«  •  ■ 

7    1 
1    0 
0  13 

•  •  •  ■ 

0 

1 
0 
0 

•  a  •  « 

•  •  •  • 

■  •  •• 

•  o  •  • 
a  •  •  • 

£3    4    4 

£61« 

0 

0 

£809    1  n 

£516    4    9 

£13    9 

1 

£3    4    4 

£80 

100 

100 

100 

80 

60 

0 

0 
0 
0 

0 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

0 

£61    6    9 

100    3    9 

100    8    9 

119    7  11 

81  11    3 

60  17    6 

£60    4    6 

nv  7   9 

86    0  10 

170    T    3 

n    0   0 

60    6    1 

£9    4 
11    T 

•  •  •  • 

TO    7 

•  •  •  • 

0    6 

6 
9 

8 
1 

•  •  ao 

•  •  •  * 

£13  19    1 

.... 
9    0    0 

•  •  •  • 

£300 

0 

0 

£514  16  11 

£559    6    6 

£81    5 

8 

£1119    1 

£80 
100 

0 
0 

0 
0 

£100    0    0 
100    0    0 

£76  14    0 
100    0    0 

•  •  •  • 

■  •  •  • 

£3    6    0 

.... 

£180 

0 

0 

£100    0    0 

£176  14    0 

•  •  w 

£3    6    0 

£80 

too 

100 

80 

100 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

£107    T    6 

110    0    0 

108    0    0 

80    0    0 

110    7    1 

£39  13    4 

110    0    0 

110    0    0 

80    0    6 

HI    9    1 

•  •  •  • 

£10    0 

10  0 
0    0 

11  9 

0 
0 
6 
1 

£40    6    8 

■  •  •• 

•  •  •  o 

■  a  «• 

•  •  m  • 

£460 

0 

0 

£615  14    6 

£471    111 

£61    9 

7 

£40    6  '8 

£130 
100 

80 

80 
100 
100 

0 
0 

0 

0 
0 
0 

0 

0 

0 

0 
0 
0 

•  •  •  • 

•  •  •  • 

•  •    00 

•  ■  •  • 

•  •  •• 

9  •  m  • 

£117  19    6 
117    4    3 

11119    4 

80    0    0 
106  15    0 
116  14    0 

£7  19 
17    4 

3119 

o  •  •  • 

616 
16  14 

6 
8 

4 

0 
0 

•  • .  • 
.... 

•.  • « 

. . «. 
• .  .• 
• . .« 

£680 

0 

0        ...« 

£669  11    1 

£89  13 

1 

• .  • . 

I.-O. 


APPENDIX. 


No.   II. 


List  or  Conorboations  admitted  as  Self-SastainiDg  Charges  to  the  Platform 
of  the  Eqaal  Dividend  by  the  Assemblies  of  1865  to  1875  inclusive,  showing 
(1.)  the  Amonnt  promised  or  adjusted  when  Schedule  last  passed  the 
Snstentftti<m  Fund  Committee  ;  (2.)  the  Contributions  for  the  Year  prior  to 
Admission  to  the  Platform,  and  (3.)  for  the  Year  ending  15th  May  1875, 
with  (4.)  the  Amount  of  Increase  or  Decrease,  comparing  the  Contributions 
of  1875  with  the  said  Sum  so  promised  or  adjusted. 


C0NGBS0ATI0N8. 

Amoonl 

promisad  or 

aiUoMad 

wban 

tha  Bebadula 

pMaad  tha 

OommUtaa. 

ContrlbatioDs 

for  Taar 

prior  to  ad- 

mi«ion 

to  tha 

Platform. 

Contrlbatlons 

for  Year  to 

16th  Maj 

1876. 

■ 

Ineraasa. 

Dacraaaa. 

I.  Absbmblt  1868. 

1.  OlMgOW,  KdTilMidA, 

S.        ,,        Wett  Gbureli, 
8.  B«nton,  Oaalie  Ghnreta,    . 

4.  Broosbtj      Farty,      Itost) 

Ohuroh,                       .) 

5.  Otetgow,  CoDag*  Cbnnb.  . 

U  AaoHBLT  1866w 

6.  Blalzgowrie,  Boutb  Ohureh, 

7.  Hdenabiirgb,  Park  Choxeh, 

UL  ASBIMSLT  1807. 

8.  InTflVgordon,     . 

rv.  AnsMBLT  1866. 

9.  KlngiwalkL       . 

10.  ArbroAth,  Knox's  Ohnidi, 

11.  InadtaD 

▼.  AMBMBftT  1869. 

IS.  Aberdaen,  High  Ohurdi,  . 

13.  Hftwiek,  8tL  Andrew's,      . 

14.  BdlDboigh,  EoMborn, 

£319    0    0 
166    0    0 
188    0    0 

366    0    0 

974    0    0 

££01    8    1 
810    1    0 
160    9    » 

208  19  10 

900  14    4 

£1360    5    0 
257    4  11 
148  14    0 

671    8    8 

1613  16    6 

£4086    4    1 

£1031  6    0 

92    4  11 

6  14    0 

816    8    8 

689  16    6 

•  ■  «  » 

•  •  •  • 

•  •  •  • 

«  •  •  ■ 

•  •  •  • 

£1961   0    0 

£1981   9    6 

£2085   4    1 

•  p  «  • 

£306    0    0 
144    0    0 

£252    0    0 
285    6    6 

£826  14    9 
662  16    2 

£888    9  11 

£20  14    9 
418  16    2 

•  •     •   • 

£449    0    0 

£687    5    6 

£439    9  11 

•  •    •   • 

£160    0    0 

£150    1    8 

£167    1    3 

£17    1    3 

«  •  •  a 

£150    0    0 
180    0    0 
160    0    0 

£166    0    0 
151    6    6 
148    8    7 

£150    0    0 
204    0  11 
167    8    0 

£24  "O  11 
7    8    6 

•  ■  a  • 

•  •  •  • 

•  a  •  a 

£480    0    0 

£449  16    1 

£611    4    6 

£31    4    ff 

•  a  ■  • 

£270    0    0 
150    0    0 
100    0    0 

£269  IS  10 
160    0    0 
192  14    2 

£267  10    0 
167    0    0 
S53    1    9 

♦ 
•  •   •  • 

£7    0    0 
153    1     9 

£12  10    0 

£620    0    0 

£612    T    0. 

£667  11    9 

£160    1    9 

£12  10    0 

IKJ. 
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REPOKT  ON  PLATFORM  OF  THE  EQUAL  DIVIDEND. 


1.-0 


1 

CONGBEGATIONS. 

Amount 

promised  or 

adJustMl 

when 

the  Sehedole 

passed  the 

Committee. 

Gontribntioni 

for  Tear 
prior  to  ad- 
mission 
to  the 
Platfonn. 

Contributions 
for  Tear  to 
16th  M^ 
1875.      • 

Incnaae. 

BeonasBL 

YL  AaeiMBLT  1870. 

15.  Glasgow,  Kinning  Park,  . 

16.  „        Trinity,     . 

17.  Kdinbnrgb.  Grange, 

18.  Partiok,  HighCbuidi.     . 

19.  Oathcart, .... 

VIL  Absbmblt  1871. 

20.  Airdrie,  BroomknoU, 

VIIL  Absbmblt  1872. 

21.  Gbwgow,  Queen's  Park,    . 

IX.  AttBHBLT  1873. 

22.  Edinburgh.  Btockbiidge,   . 

Z.  ASBBMBLT  1871 

23.  Aberdeen,  Rathzietton, 

Xr.  Absbmblt  1876. 

24.  Dundee,  M'CbeyneMemL, 

25.  Glasgow,  Btttooj  Cbnroh,  . 

• 

£150    0    0 
167    0    0 
142    0    0 
225    0    0 
150    0    0 

£158    0    9 
176  10    4 
462  10    0 
225    8    6 
196  14    8 

£240    8    8 
191  18    7 
728    1    1 
255  17    7 
227    1    0 

£00    8    8 
24  13    7 

881    1    1 
80  17    7 
77    1    0 

£884   0    0 

£1219    8  10 

£1638    1    8 

£804    1    8 

•  •  •  • 

£120    0    0 

£150    8  10 

£177  15    2 

£67  15    2 

•  •  •  • 

£150    0    0 

£150    0    0 

£273  11    T 

£123  11    7 

•  •  «• 

£150    0    0 

£286  18    2 

£888    8  10 

£236    8  10 

«  •  •  • 

£160    0    0 

£165  18    1 

£172  17    1 

£22  17    1 

•  •  •  « 

£120    0    0 
100    0    0 

•  •  •  • 

£806    1  10 
220    8    0 

£188    1  10 
120    8    0 

•  ■  «  • 

■  •  •  ■ 

£220    0    0 

•  •  •  • 

£526    0  10 

£308    9  10 

•  •  •• 

No.   III. 

List  of  Congrboations  placed  ander  the  proyUionB  of  Act  VIL, 
Assembly  1872,  and  Act  YIII.  Assembly  1875. 


oongeegatioms. 

Amount 

promised  or 

adjusted  when 

the  Schedule 

passed  the 

Committee. 

Contributions 
for  Tear  prior 

to  admission 
to  proTisions 

of  said  Acts. 

Contributions 
for  Year  to 

16th  M^  1875. 

Increase. 

Decreassi 

1.  Kelss, 

2.  Fortingal, 
8.  Glencaple, 

4.  Minard,  . 

5.  Cockbumspath, 

6.  Liringstone,    . 

£60    0    0 
50    0    0 
80    0    0 
80    0    0 
55    0    0 
95    0    0 

£55    0    0 
46    2    0 
80  13    8 
62    0    0 
50    0    0 
78    8  11 

£80    0    0 
50    4    0 
80    2    6 
61  12    0 
60    4    0 
48  14    0 

•  •  •  ■ 

£0    4    0 
0    2    0 

•  •  «  • 

s  •  •  • 

•  •  •  ■ 

•  •  •  • 

£18    8    0 

4  18    0 
46    8    0 

£420    0    0 

£866  19    5 

£359  16    8 

£9    8    8 

£69  10    0 

No.  L-H. 


JTtee    Cijuttij    of   StotUuir. 


REPORT 

BY  THE  SUSTENTATION  FUND  COMMITTEE 

TO  THE   GENERAL   ASSEMBLY, 

On  Congregations  making  no  Return  of  Members 

or  Adherents. 


MAY    187  6. 


It  ia required  by  the  Act  VI.,  Assembly  1874,  "That  the  production 
to  the  Presbytery  of  Bolls  of  Communicantd  and  Adherents,  as 
above  provided,  shall  be  imperative  on  every  Congregation,  and 
shall  not  depend  on  their  right  or  claim  to  participate  in  the 
Surplus  Fund ;  and  the  Sustentation  Fund  Committee  shall  report 
to  the  General  Assembly  every  year  those  Congregations  from 
which  returns  of  Members  or  Adherents,  duly  certified  by  the 
Clerks  of  Presbytery,  have  not  been  received." 

In  obedience  to  this  injunction,  the  Committee  beg  leave  to  report  that 
Returns  have  not  been  received  from  the  following  Congregations: — 

I. — Congregations  in  the  Lowlands, 

Presbytery  of  Edinburgh, Edinburgh,  Cowgate. 

Presbytery  of  Glasgow, Glasgow,  MaiUand. 

Do.,  Glasgow,  SighthiU. 

1-H 
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BE1*0BT  ON  PLATFORM  OP  THE  IQUAL  DIVIDEND.    ^-^  £xc,    1.-H. 


1 

1 

Amoimt 
promlMd  or 

OoDtribotloai 

farTeur      Contri^    y^ 

i 
md  Islands, 

'          CONOBEGATIONa 

a4|iirted 
when 

prior  to  ad-     for  * 

•      •  - 

the  Sebednle 
pueed  the 
Oommittee. 

miaaon 
to  the 

Plfttfor 

DuthiL 
Dunnet. 

•           • 

LatheroD. 

YL  AsuMBLT  1870. 

Beay. 

15.  OlMgow,  Kinnlng  Tuk,  . 

£150    *• 

Keiss. 

16.  Trinity,     .       . 

17.  Edmburgfa,  arange. 

107 

11*.                      .          .          ,          . 

Killearaan. 

18.  ParUek,  High  Church,     .        * 

Knockbain. 

19.  OftUiGsrt, .... 

■                    «                     * 

Besolia. 

•                    ■                    •                    • 

Rogart. 

A              .          •          •          • 

Stoer. 

VII.  Amsmblt  187"             .--•       • 
20.  Airdria,  Broomhr                    ^  Xiiverary,     . 

^^           .         .         ■          •         • 

Soaih  Kingaxih. 

Kildalton. 

VIII.  A88F                   -  '    V**       ' 

Bowmore. 

21.  GUMgow           .   >   '                     

Portnabaven. 

Kflberry  and  South 

Knapdale. 

22.  E'                .j***^ 

Croaa.  ^    ' 

^oi^^ 

Knock. 

*                         Vo-f                       

^^  of  Iiochcarron, 

Stomoway. 

Poolewe. 

f^^ol  Skye  and  Uist 

Soutb  Uist. 

fi^^^  po.,     . 

•          • 

•            .           • 

Tarbert 

G.  MELDRUM,  Secretary, 


No.  n. 


Jfue   (ITfeiirr]^   ai   Staihnti, 


REPORT 


ON 


THE   EDUCATION    SCHEME, 


MAY  1876. 


FoLLOWiNCh  the  order  adopted  in  the  report  which  was  presented  to  the 
(General  Assembly  of  1875,  the  Oommittee  beg  to  submit  an  account  of 
their  proceedingB  during  the  year  now  ending,  under  the  heads  of— 
(1.)  Elementary  day  schools  ;  (2.)  Retiring  aUofrances  to  aged  and  infirm 
IKnuption  teachers;  and  (8.)  The  efficient  maintenance  of  the  Normal 
Schools. 

EUmmtary  Day  Sehoois, — ^With  reference  to  these  schools,  the  Com* 
mittee,  in  their  report  to  last  General  Assembly,  stated  that  they  would 
endeayour  to  secure  that  the  grants  from  the  Fund  should  be  given  only  to 
saoh  as  could  be  shown  really  to  require  and  deserve  them.  The  Assembly 
approved  of  the  report,  and  instructed  the  Committee  to  make  arrange- 
ments de  novo  with  the  Deacons'  Courts  under  whose  management  schools 
were  still  to  be  carried  on.  In  carrying  out  this  instruction,  the  Com- 
mitteey  after  very  careful  consideration,  came  to  the  conclusion  that  it  was 
impossible  for  them  to  sit  in  judgment  upon  every  case  in  which  a  Deacons 
Coort  might  be  disposed  to  continue  their  school,  and  that  a  general 
principle  would  have  to  be  adopted  and  applied  to  the  schools  as  a  whole. 
The  resolution  to  which,  after  full  deliberation,  the  Committee  came,  was, 
that  from  Martinmas  1875  they  would  give  to  the  teacher  of  every  school 
in  the  Lowlands  not  more  than  the  amount  of  the  contributions  of  the 
congregation  with  which  the  school  was  connected.  They  at  the  same 
time  aereed  to  take  into  consideration  any  exceptional  case  in  which 
it  could  be  shown  that  special  hardship  would  be  inflicted  by  the  opera- 
tion of  this  general  principle  or  rule,  and  they  further  resolved  that 
for  at  least  the  six  months  commencing  at  Martinmas  1875,  the  schools 
2  A 


2      REPORT  ON  CONGREGATIONS  MAKING  NO  RETURN  OF  MEMBERS,  ETC.    1.-U. 


II. — Congi^egations  in  the  Highlands  and  Islands, 

Presbytery  of  Aberaethy DuthiL 

Presbytery  of  Caithness, Dunnet. 

Do.y  Latheron. 

Do.,  Reay. 

Do.,  ......  Keiss. 

Presbytery  of  Chanonry, KillearnaD. 

Do.,  Knockbain. 

Do.,  Resells. 

Presbytery  of  Dornoch, Rogart. 

Do.,  Stoer. 

Presbytery  of  Dunoon  and  Inverary,     ....  South  Kingarth. 

Presbytery  of  Islay, Kildalton. 

Do.,  Bowmore. 

Do.,  Portnahaven. 

Presbytery  of  Kintyre, Kilberry  and  South 

Knapdale. 

Presbytery  of  Lewis, Cross. 

Do.,  ......  Knock. 

Do.,  Stomoway. 

Presbytery  of  Lochcarron, Poolewe. 

Presbytery  of  Skye  and  Uist, South  XJist. 

Do., Tarbert 

G.  MELDRUM,  Secretary. 


No.  n. 


^tu   €^nxc)g   ai   Staihnti, 


REPORT 


ON 


THE    EDUCATION    SCHEME, 


MAY  1876. 


Following  the  order  adopted  in  the  report  which  wbb  presented  to  the 
General  ABsembly  of  1875,  the  Oommittee  beg  to  sabmit  an  account  of 
their  proceedings  daring  the  year  now  ending,  under  the  heads  of — 
(1.)  Sfementary  day  schools  ;  (2.)  Retiring  allowances  to  aged  and  infirm 
Disruption  teachers;  and  (8.)  The  efficient  maintenance  of  the  Normal 
Schools. 

EUmetUary  Day  8chooi$, — ^With  reference  to  these  schools,  the  Com- 
mittee, in  their  report  to  last  General  Assembly,  stated  that  thej  would 
endeayour  to  secure  that  the  grants  from  the  Fund  should  be  given  only  to 
such  as  could  be  shown  really  to  require  and  deserve  them.  &e  Assembly 
approved  of  the  report,  and  instructed  the  Committee  to  make  arrange- 
ments de  novo  with  the  Deacons'  Courts  under  whose  management  schools 
were  still  to  be  carried  on.  In  carrying  out  this  instruction,  the  Com- 
mittee, after  very  careful  consideration,  came  to  the  conclusion  that  it  was 
impossible  for  them  to  sit  in  judgment  upon  every  case  in  which  a  Deacons 
Court  might  be  disposed  to  continue  their  school,  and  that  a  general 
principle  would  have  to  be  adopted  and  applied  to  the  schools  as  a  whole. 
The  resolution  to  which,  after  full  deliberation,  the  Committee  came,  was, 
that  from  Martinmas  1875  they  would  give  to  the  teacher  of  every  school 
in  the  Lowlands  not  more  than  the  amount  of  the  contributions  of  the 
congregation  with  which  the  school  was  connected.  They  at  the  same 
time  agreed  to  take  into  consideration  any  exceptional  case  in  which 
it  coula  be  shown  that  special  hardship  would  be  inflicted  by  the  opera- 
tion of  this  general  principle  or  rule,  and  they  further  resolved  that 
for  at  least  the  six  months  commencing  at  Martinmas  1875,  the  schools 
2  A 
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in  the  Highlands  and  Islands  should  be  left  on  the  same  footing  as  for- 
merly. At  the  request  of  the  Committee,  the  OonTener  intimated  these 
resolutions  to  the  Commission  of  Assembly  in  November  last,  and  a 
copy  of  his  statement  was  subsequently  sent  to  every  Deacons'  Court 
and  teacher  interested.  A  few  applications  for  exceptional  treat- 
ment have  been  made  to  the  Committee,  but  in  no  case  has  it  appeared 
that  there  is  anything  to  render  a  departure  from  the  general  principle 
necessary.  The  Committee  have  therefore  declined  to  entertain'  any  of 
these  applications,  and  the  result  is,  that  for  the  half-year  ending  Whit- 
sunday 1876,  and  in  future,  no  school  in  the  Lowlands  will  receive  any 
aid  whatever  out  of  the  Fund,  beyond  the  amount  which  may  be  contri- 
buted by  the  congregation  under  whose  auspices  it  is  carried  on.  In  other 
words,  every  congregation  and  school  in  the  Lowlands  will,  so  far  as  the 
Fund  is  concerned,  be  at  least  self-supporting.  Jn  Appendix  No.  1  will 
bo  found  a  list  of  the  schools  still  carried  on,  to  which  this  rule  applies. 

The  Committee,  after  consideration,  have  resolved  to  adopt  the  same 
general  rule  in  dealing  with  schools  in  the  Highlands  and  Islands.  Bat, 
as  is  well  known,  in  not  a  few  Highland  and  Insular  parishes,  the  Educa- 
tion Act  of  1872  has,  up  to  this  time,  been  almost  inoperative.  Their 
poverty,  the  remoteness  of  their  situation,  and  other  causes,  have  prevented 
the  School  Boards  of  these  parishes  from  getting  either  the  materials  or 
the  workmen  required  for  the  erection  of  new  public  schools.  In  more 
or  fewer  instances,  the  carrying  on  of  Free  Church  schools  is  therefore 
probably  still  necessary ;  and  the  Committee  expect  that,  for  a  short  time 
longer,  there  will  be  exceptional  cases  to  which  the  general  rule  cannot 
quite  fairly  be  applied. 

For  some  time  to  come,  a  portion  of  the  income  which  the  Committee 
derive  from  the  McLaren  Fund  may  be  suitably  expended  in  the  support 
of  schools  in  Highland  and  Insular  districts,  which  have  not  yet  been 
provided  with  the  means  of  education  under  the  Act  of  1872.  In  every 
case  which  the  Committee  agree  to  treat  exceptionally,  they  will  .of  course 
stipulate  that  the  congregation  with  which  the  school  is  connected  shall 
contribute  fairly  to  the  Fund.  A  list  of  the  schools  still  carried  on  in 
the  Highlands  and  Islands  is  given  in  Appendix  No.  IL 

'  Retiring  Allowances. — In  their  last  report,  the  Committee  stated  that 
retiring  allowances,  amounting  in  all  to  £486,  68.  8d.,  had  been  awarded 
to  39  teachers.  Of  these  teachers,  3  have  since  died ;  but  the  Committee, 
nfter  due  consideration  of  each  ease,  have,  during  the  year,  granted  retiring 
allowances  in  10 ;  so  that  the  list  (see  Appendix  No.  III.)  now  contains  the 
names  of  46  teachers.  The  usual  amount  of  retiring  allowanee  voted  by 
the  Committee  has  been  only  two-third  parts  of  the  salary  or  annual  grant 
formerly  paid,  and  the  total  sum  which  has  been  voted  as  retiring  ulow- 
ances  is  £556 ;  but,  aided  as  they  are  by  the  sum  of  £94,  which 
they  have  again  this  year  received  from  the  Trustees  of  the  late  Sir  Pavid 
Baxter,  Bart.,  the  Committee  propose  to  pay  to  every  retired  Disruption 
teacher  an  allowance  equal  to  the  annual  grant,  ranging  from  £30  to  £15, 
which  he  formerly  drew  out  of  the  Fund.  In  addition,  the  Committee 
have  resolved  to  give  to  every  retired  Disruption  teacher  above  70  years  of 
age  a  bonus  of  £10. 

The  general  result  of  these  proposals  will  be,  that  retired  Disruption 
teachers  of  70  years  and  upwards  will  receive  allowances  varying,  accord- 
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ing  to  the  rates  formerly  paid  to  them,  from  £25  to  £40  a  year.  Con- 
sidering the  sacrifices  which  these  teachers  made  at  the  time  of  the 
Disruption,  the  fidelity  with  which  they  have  since  then  served  the  Free 
Church,  and  the  straitened  pecuniary  circumstances  in  which  many  of 
them  are  placed,  the  sums  mentioned  can  certainly  not  be  regarded  as 
too  large.  The  Committee  confidently  expect  that  the  Church  will  place 
at  their  disposal  means  sufficient  to  enable  them  to  continue  to  pay  these 
sums  regularly  during  the  life-time  of  the  recipients.  The  annual  amount 
required  at  present  for  this  purpose  is  about  £912. 

In  every  case  in  which  a  retiring  allowance  is  applied  for,  the  Com- 
mittee take  into  consideration  the  age,  period  of  service,  state  of  health, 
and  general  circumstances  of  the  applicant.  They  dispose  of  every  case 
upon  its  own  merits — declining  the  application,  or  granting  either  the 
ordinary  allowance  or  one  of  less  amount,  as  may  appear  right  in  view 
of  all  the  considerations  which  are  taken  into  account.  Ejected  Disruption 
teachers,  who  have  been  in  the  service  of  the  Church  since  1843,  have  a 
claim  which  the  Committee  readily  recognise ;  but  there  are  others  whose 
claim  is  not  so  strong. 

In  order  that  an  estimate  may  be  made  of  the  amount  which  will 
probably  be  required  in  future  for  retiring  allowances,  the  Committee 
feel  it  to  be  important  that,  at  this  stage,  a  list  be  made  up  of  the  names 
of  all  teachers  who  may  be  regarded  as  entitled  to  a  retiring  allowance — 
though  they  may  continue  to  teach  for  a  few  years  longer.  All  such 
teachers  are  requested  to  forward,,  before  the  end  of  December  next, 
through  the  Presbyteries  within  whose  bounds  they  respectively  reside, 
a  statement  showing  the  grounds  on  which  their  claim  rests. 

The  Normal  Schools. — Information  respecting  (1.)  the  staff  of  lecturers 
and  teachers  engaged  in  the  Free  Church  Normal  Schools  at  Edinburgh, 
Glasgow,  and  Aberdeen;  (2.)  the  attendance  of  students  and  scholars;  and 
(3.)  the  results  of  the  examination  of  the  students  by  H.  M.  Inspectors  in 
December  1875,  will  be  found  in  Appendix  No^  IV.  The  Prospectus 
for  Session  1877  is  given  in  Appendix  No.  V. 

For  the  fourth  time,  the  Prospectus  contains  the  following  paragraph, 
via.: — 

With  the  view  of  encouraging  the  most  promising  ctf  the  male  students  to 
take  advantage  of  the  provisions  of  Article  102  (6)*  of  the  Scotch  Code  by 
attending  the  University,  the  Committee  further  offer,  both  in  Edinburgh  and 
Griasgow,  ten  special  scholarships  to  the  extent  of  the  payment  of  the  matricula- 
tion and  class  fees.  The  classes  selected  shall  be  subject  to  the  approval  of  the 
Committee.  The  competition  for  theee  scholarships  will  be  held  in  the  month  of 
October,  and  will  be  open  to  all  students  who  are  then  in  the  last  quarter  of 
their  first  year's  attendance. 

The  scholarships  shall  be  continued  for  a  second  year  to  those  students  who 
gain  them,  provided  that  they  make  satisfactory  progress  in  their  studies. 

In  accordance  with  the  terms  of  this  paragraph,  an  examination,  in  Latin 
and  Mathematics,  of  the  male  students  who  desired  to  compete  for  Univer- 
sity Scholarships  took  place  both  at  Edinburgh  and  Glasgow  in  October 

■  ■    ■    'ip"^^^^^— ^^^"i^— — ^M^— ^— ^—      I      ^1     ^^  ■■■— ^— ^M— Mill    ■  ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^  M^^— ^^— —       II     »    .  ■  ^^^t^mm    »       ■ 

*  Queen's  scholars  may,  with  the  consent  of  the  authorities  of  their  training  college, 
attend  during  the  tmnter  seanon  of  each  year  of  their  instruction  in  such  college,  one  or 
two  (but  not  more)  of  the  classes  in  a  Scotch  University,  prescribed  for  graduation  in 
Arts  or  Science.  If  they  attend  two  such  classes  during  the  session  the^^  may,  during 
the  same  time,  reckon  two  hours  of  attendance  per  oUem  at  the  training  college  as 
equivalent  to  regular  attendance. 
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last,  the  examiners  being  Professor  Candlish,  Dr.  Thomas  Smitb,  and  the 
late  Dr.  Oumming.  The  questions  put  to  the  students  will  be  found  in 
Appendix  No.  Yl.  The  results  of  the  examination  were  (1.)  that,  of  78 
students  about  to  finish  their  second  year's  attendance,  10  obtained 
soholarships  sufficient  to  enable  them  to  attend  two  classes  ;  and  (2.)  that, 
of  75  students  in  the  last  quarter  of  their  first  year's  attendance,  9  and 
8  obtained  scholarships  sufficient  to  enable  them  to  attend  two  classes 
and  one  class  respectively.  In  all,  the  Committee  paid  out  of  the  Educa- 
tion Fund  the  sum  of  £171,  18&  as  special  Uniyersity  Schoburships  to 
these  27  students.  A  list  of  the  names  of  the  students  and  of  the 
University  classes  which  they  respectiyely  attended  is  given  in  Appendix 
No.  VIL. 

Early  in  1875  a  proposal  was  made  to  Government  for  the  establish* 
ment  of  Chairs  of  Education  in  the  Universities  of  Edinburgh  and  St 
Andrews,  The  Bell  Trustees  offered  to  contribute  from  their  rands  pari 
of  the  Endowments  thought  necessary  for  the  proposed  Professorships,  and 
Government  was  called  upon  to  complete  the  Endowments.  The  Com- 
mittee had  carefully  considered  the  whole  Question  of  the  training  of 
teachers,  and  they  expressed  their  views  in  ^e  following  letter  frt>m  the 
Convener  to  the  Secretary  to  the  Scotch  Education  Department,  via. : — 

**  OFFicn  or  THX  Pan  Crubch  of  SoomjLjn^ 
*'  Edxhbubgh,  I9th  Fibruaty  1876. 

*'Si£,— In  the  letter  which  I  addresBed  to  yoa  on  29th  Octoher  last,  with 
special  ref  erenoe  to  the  Edncation  Committee's  proposal  to  establish  a  new  Normal 
School  at  Aberdeen,  the  following  general  statement  was  made,  til  : — '  I  am 
desired  respectfully  to  express  the  Committee's  approval  of  the  existing  pr»- 
visions  of  the  Code  by  which  (1.)  graduates  may  obtain  oertificates  under  articlas 
47  (c)  and  48  ;  *  and  (2.)  the  more  promising  of  the  Kormal  School  students  an 
encouraged  to  attend  some  of  the.  University  Classes.t    The  Committee  will  be 

*  The  examination  in  December  of  each  ^ear  for  certificates  of  competency  it  open  to 
graduates  in  Arts  or  Science  of  any  University  of  the  United  Kingdom,  who  have  satisfied 
an  Inspector  of  the&r  practical  skill  as  teachers.  Oraduates  are  not  reqniied  to  be 
examined  in  any  of  the  sul:(|eets  in  loAfcA  thty  v)ere  exammed  on  cbiaminff  a  d^fttt, 

fMr.  Kerr,  one  of  Her  Mijesty's  Inspectors  of  Schools,  in  his  report  for  1874,  sayi : 
"  Those  who  wish  to  see  peroetuated  the  combination,  in  one  school  in  eveiy  disMct,  of 
elementary  and  advanced  instruction,  which  has  done  so  much  for  Scotland,  and  (tf  which 
we  are  pardonably  proud,  will  watch  with  much  interest  the  working  of  the  joint- 
University  and  Normal  School  training  which  I  have  pressed  upon  your  Lordship's 
attention  in  HI  my  General  Reports^  and  to  which  vou  have  now  given  your  sanction.  . .  . 
If  this  combined  training  gets  a  fair  chance,  and  is  tolerably  successful,  I  do  not  think 
we  need  be  very  anxious,  so  far  as  our  primary  schools  sre  concerned,  about  what  has 
lately  been  much  discunsed  and  advocated,— 4i  Chair  of  Education.  It  is  difficult  to 
see  that  much  or  anything  would  be  gained  from  a  Chair,  with  practising-school  attached, 
that  may  not  be  got  fit)m  the  present  system.  School-manamment,  which  includes  both 
the  science  and  ait  of  teaching,  is  a  prominent  branch  in  the  Monnsi  School  curriculum  ; 
able  manuals  upon  the  subiect  are  prescribed  among  the  books  to  be  studied ;  and  this 
lecturing  or  reading  about  theoiy  is  Bui>plemented  by  practical  illustration  in  the  actaal 
management  of  a  class.  Could  a  chai^of  education,  under  the  most  favourable  con- 
ditions, do  more  thsn  this  for  the  teachers  of  primarv  schools  f  ...  It  is  probable 
that  a  number,  but  I  should  think  a  small  number,  of  higher  class  teachers  would  take 
sdvsntsge  of  the  lectures  of  a  professor  of  education,  provided  they  were  supplemented 
by  practical  illustrations  in  the  art  of  teaching.  If  thev  were  not  so  sopplemented,  I 
do  not  think  it  either  likely  or  desirsble  that  many  should  listen  to  merely  theoretical 
pielections.  But  where  lb  this  higher  practising  school  to  be  found?  Will  the  directors 
of  the  High  Schools  and  Academies  of  Eoinburgh  and  Glasgow,  Aberdeen  and  St.  Andrews, 
open  their  doors  to  the  professor  and  his  troop  of  students,  and  consent  that  their  daases  be 
made  vUia  corpora  of  experiment,  as  the  botanic  gardens  sre  to  the  professor  of  botsny,  or 
the  wards  of  an  hospital  to  a  clinicallecturer?  There  iB.nothing  more  unlikely.  What  then 
is  left  but  the  school,  of  which  the  Nonual  School  is  the  type,  as  a  field  for  experiment?*' 
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glad  to  endeavoar  to  make  their  arrangements  enit  any  further  regulations  on 
this  subject  which  the  Department  may  find  it  adrisable  to  lay  down.  But, 
taking  into  account  the  acquirements  of  the  majority  of  the  candidates  for  admis- 
sion, the  conrse  of  instmction  and  training  gone  through  in  the  Normal  Schools, 
and  the  work  to  be  performed  in  the  public  elementaiy  schools,  the  Committee 
are  decidedly  opposed  to  any  plans  which  woold  supersede  the  system  now  in 
operation  for  the  training  of  teachers.' 

**  Since  the  letter  from  which  I  have  quoted  was  written,  the  attention  of  the 
Education  Committee  has  been  still  further  directed  to  questions  relating  to  the 
training  of  teachers  and  the  granting  of  certificates  of  competency.  The  Com- 
mittee adhere  to  the  opinion  that  the  general  provisions  of  the  Code  upon  these 
■ubjecta  should  be  maintained. 

**  It  is  understood  that  there  have  been,  or  will  be,  submitted  for  the  considera- 
tiou  of  the  Department,  proposals,  the  adoption  of  which  would  seriously  interfere 
with  the  system  now  in  operation  for  the  training  of  teachers.  I  am  therefore 
desired  respectfully  to  request  that  their  Lordships,  before  resolving  to  alter  or 
rescind  any  of  the  leading  provisions  of  the  Code,  will  favour  a  deputation  from 
the  Committee  with  an  interview.  The  deputation  will  be  prepared  to  express 
the  Committee's  opinions  upon  the  whole  subject  more  fully  than  they  can  be 
stated  in  a  letter,  and  will  aiao  give  any  explanations  which  their  Iiordshipe  may 
desire. 

**May  I  request  that  you  will  inform  me  whether  their  Lordships  agree  to 
grant  tiie  deputation  an  interview,  and  if  so,  when  it  will  be  convenient  to 
receive  them  ? — I  have  the  honour  to  be,  etc.  *'  Thomas  Main.'' 

The  Depntation  had  an  iDterview  with  several  membera  of  Her 
Majesty's  GovemmeDt ;  and  after  their  return,  the  following  resolutions 
were  adopted  by  the  Committee,  viz. : — 

"1.  That  the  establishment  of  Professorships  of  Education,  for  which  no  public 
demand  has  been  made,  and  in  connection  with  the  special  duties  of  which  no 
investigation  has  been  instituted,  or  authoritative  explanation  given,  seems  pre- 
mature and  uncalled  for. 

**  2.  That  the  existing  Normal  Schools,  or  Training  Colleges  for  Teachers,  are 
at  present  training,  in  a  way  thoroughly  satisfactory  to  the  people  of  Scotland, 
upwards  of  800  Teachers,  not  only  in  the  necessary  secular  branches  of  instruc- 
tioo,  but  in  Scriptural  knowledge  and  in  the  art  of  teaching  ;  and  that, — ^whilst  it 
is  extremely  important  that  the  future  Teachers  of  Scotland  should,  as  far  as 
possible,  attend  the  Arts  Classes  in  the  Universities  and  take  degrees  in  Arts  ; 
and  whilst  a  number  of  the  Normal  Students  are  at  present  attending  classes  in 
our  Universities,  the  fees  being  in  many  cases  paid  by  this  Committee  ;  and  whilst 
this  Committee  will  most  willingly  aid  in  any  scheme  by  which  this  object  may 
be  more  effectually  promoted — it  is  not  to  be  reasonably  supposed  that  a  single 
Professor  can,  in  r^ard  to  the  art  of  teaching,  perform  the  duties  at  present 
discharged  by  a  whole  staff  of  eminent  and  accomplished  Teachers  ;  whilst  it  is 
not  now  disguised  that  the  main  object  of  some  of  the  leading  promoters  of  the 
new  Chairs  of  Education  is  to  supersede  the  Normal  Schools  altogether,  and  to 
promote  a  purely  secular  system  of  education. 

"  3.  That  to  banish  religion  from  our  schooU,  or  to  set  it  aside  in  the  training 
of  our  teachers,  would  be  most  ruinous,  whilst  the  Scottish  people  have  proved, 
by  the  recent  School  Board  elections  and  otherwise,  that  they  are  utterly  opposed 
to  a  system  of  mere  secular  education. 

"  4.  That  to  establish  one  of  the  proposed  new  Chairs  of  Education  at  Edinburgh 
would  be  to  create  a  demand  for  similar  chairs  at  the  other  Universities,  to  un> 
settle  the  existing  system,  and  commit  the  whole  country  prematurely  and  with- 
out investigation,  to  a  new  and  untried  method  of  training  teachers,  and  not  only 
to  do  an  injury  to  those  who  occupy — with  so  much  national  advantage — situa- 
tions as  training  masters,  but  to  those  who,  at  so  much  labour  and  expense,  have 
established  and  hitherto  maintained  the  present  Normal  Schools ;  and  that,  at 
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least  until  the  matter  has  been  fully  investigated,  and  all  the  parties  interested 
have  been  heard,  it  seems  only  equitable  to  abandon  for  the  present  the  whole 
scheme  of  establishing  Chairs  of  Education,  as  has  apparently  been  done  in  re- 
gard  to  the  Chair  that  was  proposed  to  be  established  at  St.  Andrews." 

The  Oovernment  ultimately  declined  to  assist  in  the  establishment  of 
the  proposed  chairs ;  and  in  the  new  Code  for  1876  the  provisions  with 
regard  to  Normal  Schools  and  the  training  of  teachers  remain  unchanged. 
But  the  Bell  Trustees'*^  have  themselves  instituted  Chairs  in  Edinburgh 
and  St.  Andrews,  called  the  '^  Bell  Chairs  of  the  History,  Theory,  and 
Practice  of  Education  j  "  have,  it  is  understood,  given  £6000  and  j£4000 
as  an  endowment  for  these  Chairs  respectively  ;  and  have  appointed 
Professors. 

In  the  meantime,  these  Professors  will  receive  the  annual  income 
derived  from  the  endowment,  and  the  fees  exigible,  from  any  students 
who  may  choose  to  attend  their  prelections :  but  it  is  not  improbable  that 
attempts  will  soon  be  made  to  get  attendance  at  their  classes  made  compulsory 
on  students  who  desire  to  obtain  certificates  of  competency  as  teachers, 
and  to  transfer  to  the  Universities  the  grants  which,  under  the  provisions 
of  the  Code,  are  at  present  given  by  the  Department  to  the  authorities  of 
Normal  Schools  in  respect  of  the  efficient  instruction  and  training  of 
students.  The  Committee  still  adhere  firmly  to  the  views  expressed  in 
the  letter  and  resolutions  already  quoted,  and  they  direct  the  special 
attention  of  the  Assembly  te  this  question,  in  the  hope  that  the  Assembly 
will  be  able  to  give  to  it  the  consideration  which  its  importance  demands. 

In  connection  with  this  question  of  the  training  of  teachers,  the  Com- 
mittee have  further  to  direct  attention  to  the  necessity  which  exists  for 
providing  increased  and  improved  accommodation  at  Moray  House.  It  has 
long  been  felt  that  the  existing  accommodation  there,  especially  in  the 
Normal  or  Students'  Department,  is  both  inadequate  and  unsuitable. 
Attention  has  more  than  once  been  directed  to  the  matter  by  Her  Majesty's 
Inspectors;  and  the  Committee  have  reason  to  fear  that  the  health  of 
not  only  the  lecturers,  but  also  the  students,  has  suffered  on  account  of  the 
insufficiency  of  the  accommodation.  During  the  present  session  there 
are  in  attendance  89  male,  and  111  female  students;  and  it  is 
manifest  that  if  equally  large  numbers  are  to  be  admitted  in  future,  new 
accommodation  must  be  provided.  In  these  circumstances,  the  Committee, 
after  anxious  deliberation,  have  approved  of  a  plan  for  the  erection  upon 
the  grounds  of  an  additional  building,  capable  of  affording  all  the  requisite 
accommodation.  It  is  estimated  that  the  cost  of  the  building  will  be  not 
less  than  £4500.  This  is,  no  doubt,  a  large  sum,  but  the  Committee  are 
satisfied  that,  if  the  Normal  School  system  is  to  be  maintained,  and  if 
Moray  House  is  to  continue  to  hold  the  position  which  it  has  hitherto 
held  among  the  Normal  Schools,  not  only  of  the  Free  Church,  but  of 
Scotland,  the  expense  must  be  incurred.  They  therefore  earnestly  appeal 
to  the  Church  to  put  them  in  possession  of  the  sum  required  to  defray  the 
cost  of  the  proposed  new  buildings.  Part  of  the  amount  may  be  raised  by 
subscriptions  from  some  of  the  wealthier  members  of  the  Church,  but  the 
Committee  do  not  see  any  way  of  obtaining  the  whole  sum  required, 
except  by  applying  to  this  important  purpose  a  part  of  the  General  Edu- 
cation Fund. 

•  The  Earl  of  Leven  and  MelTille,  Visooont  Kirkaldie,  and  Mr.  John  Cook,  W.8. 
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The  Committee  have  also  to  report  that  spaciouB  cloak  and  retiring- 
rooms  for  the  female  stadenta,  and  a  lunoheon-room  for  the  whole  institu- 
tion, have  been  provided  this  spring  in  connection  with  the  Normal  School 
at  Glasgow.  These  improvements,  which  have  cost  aboat  £450,  will 
render  tibe  accommodation  there  very  complete  and  comfortable. 

In  Appendix  No.  YUI.  will  be  found  the  results  of  the  examination  of 
the  students  in  religious  knowledge  in  November  last,  and  the  course  of 
study  prescribed  by  the  Committee  for  the  current  Session. 

Funds. — For  the  year  ended  31st  March  1876,  the  congregational 
contributions  to  the  Fund  amounted  to  £1635,  6s.  6d.,  or  £631,  12s.  2d. 
leu  than  for  the  preceding  year;  and  donations,  legacies,  interest  derived  from 
investments,  etc.,  to  £1241,  19s.  lid.  Of  989  congregations  and  stations, 
206  contributed  £956, 14s.  4d.  to  the  Fund,  and  drew  nothing  out  of  it ; 
9  contributed  £377,*  13s.  5d.,  and  drew  £125,  as  allowances  to  the  schools 
connected  with  them;  while  80  contributed  £300,  18s.  9d.,  and  drew 
£1210,  88.  4d.  A  list  of  these  three  classes  of  congregations  is  given  in 
Appendix  No.  IX.  It  has  already  been  explained  that  every  congregation 
in  the  Lowlands  is  now  self-supporting,  though  at  Whitsunday  and 
Martinmas  1875  most  of  them  drew  more  than  they  contributed. 

But  no  fewer  than  643  congregations  and  51  stations  (see  Appendix 
No.  X.)  contributed  nothing  to  the  Fund  for  the  year  ended  March  1876. 
The  Committee  are  strongly  of  opinion  that  this  is  a  very  unsatisfactory 
state  of  matters.  So  long  as  the  Scheme  is  recognised  by  the  Assembly 
as  one  worthy  of  the  support  of  the  Church,  it  appears  to  the  Committee 
that  suitable  means  should  be  devised  for  securing  that  the  burden  of 
supporting  it  shall  not  fall  upon  a  few  congregations,  but  that  the  whole 
Church  shall  fairly  assist  in  keeping  it  up.  The  Committee  have  oome  to 
the  conclusion  that, — ^to  enable  them  (1.)  to  give  adequate  retiring 
allowances  to  aged  Disruption  teachers  (2.)  to  maintain  efficiently  the 
Normal  Schools,  and,  in  particular  at  this  time,  (3.)  to  effect  the  necessary 
improvements  at  Moray  House, — ^an  annual  collection  should  be  substituted 
for  the  present  system  of  monthly  contributions ;  and  they  respectfully 
submit  this  suggestion  for  the  consideration  of  the  General  Assembly. 

During  the  year  now  ending,  two  useful  and  honoured  members  of  the 
Committee — Principal  Lumsden  and  Dr.  James  Cumming — ^have  been 
removed  by  death.  In  Appendix  No.  XI.  will  be  found  the  Minutes 
adopted  by  the  Committee  with  reference  to  them. 

In  name,  and  by  appointment  of  the  Edooation  Committee, 

THOMAS  MAIN,  Convener. 
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APPENDIX. 

I. — SchooU  now  receiving -OranU  from  Education  Fund  not  exceeding  in 
amaimt  the  contributions  of  the  Congregations  with  which  they  are 
connected. 


CoDgngaUonM. 


EdinboTgh— NewiDgtoD, 
PleMance, 
Do. 
St.  George's, 

MasselboTgh, 

Stobbill, . 

Daobar, . 

Prefftonpans, 

Danae,    . 

GreenUwi 

Yarrow,  • 

DaiUj,    . 

SymingtoD, 

Catrine,  • 

Perceton, 

Fairlie,  . 

Bothwell, 

Hamilton, 

StratbaTen, 

Glasgow— Oolleee, . 
Marvbill, 
St.  Mattbew 
St.  Peter*8, 
Wellpark, 

Danoon,. 

Balqnbidder,  . 

Callander, 

Blackford, 
Do. 

Aberdonr, 

East  WemysB, 

Cray,      . 

Dundee — St.  Jobn*s, 
St.  Paul's, 
Do..  • 

Montrose — St.  John's, 
St  Paul's, 

Arbroath — ^Ladjloan, 

CoUiston, 

Skene,    . 

Clunj,    • 

Lampbanao 

Towie,    . 

Alvesy    • 

Tbnno— Fint, 


Teacben. 


Joseph  Chalmers, 
Hugh  B.  Ferrier,    . 
Elizabeth  Browniee, 
George  Morrison^ 
John  Cape, 
William  Mitohell, 
Robert  Clark, . 
James  Wallace, 
Robert  Lillie,  • 
James  Davidson, 
Archibald  M'Alister, 
James  Lawrence, 
William  Cunningham, 
James  Steyenson, 

William  M'llwraith, 

William  Miller, 

James  Smith, 

John  Adams,  • 

William  Cook, 

Robert  Alexander, 

James  Rennie, 

John  Dunlop, 

James  Donudson, . 

William  Stirton, 

Adam  N.  Arthur, 

Donald  Robertson, 

David  B.  Lamsden, 

John  Munro,  . 

Agnes  Baxter, 

John  Thomson, 

Donald  Ross,  . 

John  Ferguson, 

James  Mess,   • 

Mrs.  M.  Salter, 

Violet  Tajlor, 

James  Mensies, 

William  Lamont, 

John  Mackintosh, 

DaTid  Black, . 

Helen  W.  Brodie, 

John  J.  Frffe, 

Marj  A.  Seattle, 

Maiy  A.  Malcolm, 

James  Miller, . 

William  Docherfy, 


} 


C. 

M. 

M. 

M. 

C. 

C. 

C. 

C. 

C. 

C. 

C. 

C. 

C. 

C. 

C. 

C. 

C. 

C. 

M. 

C. 

M. 

C. 

C. 

C. 

c. 
c. 

a 

c. 
c. 
c. 
c. 

M. 
M. 

C. 
M. 

C. 
C. 
C. 
C. 

a 
a 
c. 
c. 


Ban. 


270 
154 
153 
339 
177 
52 
154 
204 
ISO 
129 
19 
87 
51 
140 
105 
55 
207 
507 
250 
254 
284 
205 
410 
320 
175 
54 
226 

142 

46 

110 

30 

215 

170 

218 

170 

180 

335 

80 

62 

89 

46 

25 

34 

170 


.. 
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II. — Schools  stiU  carried  on  in  tJie  Highlands  and  Mands, 


■ 

DmttipOtmot 

BebooL 

Sehobn 

CongngatSona. 

Teachen. 

C.  Oaiigng»- 

on 

tlMIAl. 

BolL 

X.  MlMionAnr. 

Kilmodan,      .... 

Peter  Monro, 

c. 

42 

Laffgui, 

Boderiok  Macdonald, 

c. 

75 

Killeaman,     . 

Mordo  Kennedy,     ; 

c. 

29 

Urrmj,    . 

William  Mackaj,   . 

c. 

127 

AsBjnt,  . 

Ang^B  Lamont, 

c. 

45 

Helmsdale,     ; 

Alexander  Rose, 

c. 

50 

8t]^7, 

WiUiam  M'Culk>ch, 

0. 

109 

George  Mackaj, 

c. 

30 

Tongoe, 

Hector  G.  Mackaj, 

c. 

28 

LatberoD, 

William  M.  Satherland,  . 

a 

86 

Do., 

Mrs.  C.  M'lntosh,  . 

c. 

37 

Reay,     . 

Erander  Matbeson, 

c. 

45 

Duiriniflh, 

Magnus  M'Lean,    . 

c. 

23 

Harrifl,  . 

John  M'Cuish, 

c. 

59 

KHmoir, 

John  Maclean, 

c. 

67 

Sniaort, . 

Norman  Ferguson, 

c. 

69 

Do.,      . 

Mrs.  M.  Macdonald, 

c. 

61 

Back,     . 

Alexander  Stewart, 

c. 

140 

Carloway, 

Donald  Marraj, 

c. 

120 

Stomowajr;     . 

Robert  A.  Mackintosh,  . 

c. 

80 

BiiMj,   . 

Andrew  Anderson, 

c. 

68 

Evie  and  Bendall, 

Andrew  Monro, 

c. 

52 

Delting, .        . 

Peter  Fraser, 

c. 

23 

DuDromneaB,  .... 

John  Burgess, 

c. 

54 
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III. — Teachers  who  have  received  Retiring  Allowances. 


Name. 

Late  School. 

Age. 

■ 

Retiring 
Allowances. 

Thomas  Mackenzie,    . 

Inyemess,    . 

80 

£40    0    0 

Malcolm  Blair,   . 

Appin,     .     . 

77 

10.0    0 

John  Munro, 

Logie  Easter, 

• 

77 

15    0    0 

David  Taylor,     . 

Cojlace, 

72 

20    0    0 

Alexander  Mack&y, 

Poolewe, 

8    0    0 

John  Watt| 

Strathy, 

74 

10    0    0 

John  Bain, 

Unst,   • 

66 

6    0    0 

John  Kerr, 

CInnie, 

76 

20    0    0 

Mardoch  Mackay, 

Berriedale,  . 

1     •                     0 

76 

15    0    0 

Donald  Maodonald,     , 

Duirinish,    . 

67 

15    0    0 

James  Parves,    . 

Musselburgh, 

67 

25    0    0 

Archibald  Maclean, 

Campbeltown, 

74 

15    0    0 

Angas  Lamont,  . 
Mnrdo  M'Donald, 

Assynt. 
Domocn, 

75 
76 

13    6    8 
13    6    8 

George  Ross, 

Rosehall, 

68 

13    6    8 

Alexander  Cameron, 

Petty,           .        . 

75 

13    6    8 

ArchibiUd  Forbes, 

Ormiston,     . 

70 

20    0    0 

Ranald  Matheson, 

Carinish, 

73 

13    6    8 

John  F.  Walker, 

Kilsyth, 

76 

20    0    0 

James  Banks,     . 

Keiss, . 

13    6    8. 

Alexander  Grant, 

Urray, 

74 

13    6    8 

Peter  Gruickshank,     . 

Leslie, 

65 

10    0    0 

Daniel  Craig,     . 

Shiskan, 

76 

13    6    8 

HnghM'Kay,    . 
William  Tulloch, 

Oleshore  Beg, 

6  13    4 

Deemess,     . 

75 

10    0    0 

James  Miller,     . 

Alves, . 

78 

6  13    4 

Robert  Sinclair, . 

Amulree, 

67 

10    0    0 

John  Rose, 

Kilmorack,   . 

73 

13    6    8 

Robert  King, 

KiUean,      . 

63 

10    0    0 

John  Lamb, 

Falkirk,        . 

70 

10    0    0 

Alexander  Robertson, 

Kinghorni    . 
Easdale,       . 

67 

13    6    8 

Dnncan  Macdonild, 

74 

13    6    8 

Dnncan  M'Laren, 

Ardeonaig,  . 

55 

10    0    6 

Donald  M*Intyre, 

Kiltin, 

10    0    0 

Alexander  Stewart, 

Dairsie, 

56 

10    0    0 

George  M^P.^erson, 

Si^hthiU,     . 

63 

10    0    0 

Hector  M'Kenzie, 

70 

10    0    0 

Evander  Matheson, 

Reay,  . 

13    6    8 

William  Mitchell,      . 

stobhm,     . 

66 

10    0    0 

Mrs.  Ellen  Camnbell, 
Mrs.  Margaret  Simpson, 

Helmsdale,  . 

63 

4    0    0 

Knockandoi 

4    0    0 

Miss  Barbara  Munro, 

SoQth  Uist^ . 

78 

5    0    0 

Mrs.  Mary  M^Leod,   . 

Bracadale,    . 

79 

4    0    0 

Miss  Jane  Beattie,     . 

Lnmphanan, 

6    0    0 

Miss  Isa  Gordon, 

Tongae, 

4    0    0 

Mrs.  Mary  M'Donald, 

Uigf  .      . 

6  IS    4 

£556    0    0 

II. 
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IV. — Hie  Normal  Colleges  at  Edinburgh^  OlasgoWj  and  Aberdeen. 

The  staff  of  Teachera  in  theae  Institations  is  as  follows,  viz.  :— 
Edinburgh  Training  College,  Moray  House. 


Sector^ 

Lady  Superintendent^ 

Oooeme89es, 


Lecturer  on  English,  History,  etc., 

Lecttarer  on  Maihematics  and  Physics, 

Teachers  of  Ckusies,    . 

Master  of  Method, 

Teacher  qf  Music, 

Teacher  of  Drawing,    . 

Teacher  qf  French, 


Maarice  Paterson,  RA.' 
Miss  M.  Smith. 

f  Misses  Conper,  Miller,  Shanks 
and  Beattie. 
James  Melville. 
Wm.  Lees,  M.A. 
The  Rector  and  J.  H.  Crawford. 
The  Rector. 
Walter  Strang. 
James  B.  Napier. 
V.  Hichon. 


Practising  School, — ^Messrs.  Gilbert  Oraham,  Head  Master;  James  Primrose; 
John  Johnstone ;  Robert  Donaldson  ;  Peter  Adam ;  French  Master^  Albert 
Schneider ;  Oerman  Master,  H.  Gundlach ;  Infant  Department,  Miss  Helen 
M'Naughton ;  Assistants,  Messrs.  John  Lamont,  John  S.  Pressly,  and  John 
Dawson. 


Olasoow  Training  Collegx. 

Rector,         ......         Thomas  Morrison,  M.A. 

Oovemess, Miss  A.  Hood. 

Lecturer  on  Mathematics  and  Physics,  .         Rev.  John  Kerr,  M.A.,  LL.D. 

'^eJ^m'JJi.r,^!*^'.    *^^*^^^'    "^  j  A.  H.  Dick,  M.A.,  D.Sc 
Master  qf  Music,  ....         M  Miller. 

Edmund  Boyd. 

R  Banner. 

Practising  School, — ^Messrs.  James  White,  T.  Morton,  William  Davidson,  William 
Rdd,  Jas.  M'Bimie,  and  K.  Stewart ;  Misses  Wallace,  M'Kendrick,  Boyle, 
Ewing,  and  Dunbar. 


Maeter  of  Method, 
Master  of  Drawing, 


Aberdeen  Training  College. 


Hector, 
Oovemess,   . 
Teacher  of  Arithmetic, 
Master  of  Method, 
Teacher  of  Music, 
Teacher  qf  Drawing,    . 
Teacher  of  French, 

The  Annual  Privy  Council 
was  held  in  December  1875  ; 
Schools:— 


Alexander  Ramage. 
Miss  Walker. 
Robert  Scott,  M.A. 
The  Rector. 
William  Litster. 
Joseph  Kennedy. 
MdUe.  Boudin. 

Examination  of  Students  for  Certificates  of  Merit 
and  the  following  were  the  results  for  our  Normal 


Malb  SmiWHTs, 

Passed — Ist  Division, 
„         2d     Do., 
„  3d     Do., 

FaQed,    • 


Edinburgh. 
M$tend  rntr.      Firm  T*Qir. 


48 


43 


25 

20 

8 


28 

12 

3 


GUugont. 

29       29 

12  7 

13  14 
3       8 


48 


—  43   —  29   —  29 


(TOTAL. 
149  J 

72 

59 
17 
1 
—  149 
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Edinbuif^h. 


Olaagow. 


Female  Studsmts, 

Passed — let  Dmsion, 
2d     Do., 
3d     Do., 
4th    Do., 


fi 
ft 


}» 


.      47 

24 

2t 

2 

0 
—  47 


rmtrm 


54 


13 

31 

10 

0 


54 


58 
15 
26 
17 
0 
—  58 


'flw.   rint  J^ 


80 
18 
50 
12 
0 
—  80 


AlwrdMiL 
FtntTmr. 

36 

1 
16 
18 

1 
—  36 


TOTIL. 
275 

71 

144 

59 

1 

—  275 


The  attendasce  for  the  present  Session  in  the  Tarious  departments  of  the 
Normal  Schools  is  as  follows : — 


Male  Stadents, 
Female  do., 


Edinbuigh. 

I  rMr.  t%nt  Ttttt, 

43  46 

53  58 


OlMgow. 

<  Tmr.  nnt  T* 

29  47 

71  73 


AlMrd6ai« 


34 


40 


TOTAL 
165 

829 


96 


104 


100 


120 


34 


40 


494 

Totad. 

Practising  School^Papils,     .    1081  1056        .        .        .        .        2137 

Pnpil  Teachers,     ...        12  19        ...        .  31 

NaU.—  The  School  used  as  the  Practising  department  of  the  Aberdeen  Trainiog 
College  is  not  under  the  management  of  the  Committee. 


v.— FEEE  church:  NORMAL  SCHOOLS. 

PROSPECTUS  FOR  SESSION  1877. 

1.  Candidates  for  admission  to  the  Normal  Schools  must  produce  from  their 
minister  a  satisfactory  certificate  of  moral  character,  and  a  certificate  of  good 
health  from  a  medical  practitioner. 

2.  They  must  also  pass  the  examination  for  admission,  to  be  held  at  the  Normal 
Schools  by  H.  M.  Inspectors  in  July  1876,  and  the  examination  in  religioiu 
knowledge  appointed  by  the  Education  Committee  of  the  Free  Church.  Candi- 
dates who  have  not  been  pupil-teachers  must  liave  completed  their  eighteenth 
year. 

3.  The  examination  will  commence  on  Tuesday,  the  4th  day  of  July,  and  will 
continue  for  three  or  four  days.  One  day  will  be  devoted  to  an  examination  in 
religions  knowledge,  which  will  be  confined  to  simple  questions  on  the  Old  and 
New  Testaments,  and  on  the  Shorter  Catechism.  While  the  Scholarships  will 
be  granted  on  the  result  of  the  examination  to  be  held  by  H.  M.  Inspectors,  the 
Committee  retain  the  power  of  withholding  a  Scholarslup  from  any  Candidate 
who  does  not  show  due  proficiency  in  religious  knowledge.  The  subjects  of  ei- 
andnation  by  H.  M.  Inspectors  are  Reading,  Writing,  English  Qrammar,  Com- 
position, Arithmetic,  Oeography,  British  Bistory,  and  School  Management, 
Theory  of  Music  and  Singing,  with  a  voluntary  paper  in  any  two  of  the  following 
subjects  for  male  candidates,  and  in  any  one  for  female  candidates,  viz. : — Latin, 
Greek,  French,  and  German.  Full  information  regarding  the  subjects  of  examina- 
tion is  contained  in  the  First  Schedule  appended  to  the  Scotch  Code. 

4.  Besides  continuing  the  Scholarships  of  the  second-year  students,  and  pro- 
viding for  several  students  who  attended  during  Session  1876  at  their  own 
expense,  in  the  expectation  of  obtaining  Scholarships  for  their  second  year,  the 
Education  Committee  are  to  grant  Scholarships  of  £26  to  young  men  who  ptf* 
in  the  First  Class,  and  of  £23  to  those  who  pass  in  the  Second ;  and  the  follow- 
ing Scholarships  to  young  women,  viz : — 

7  of  £16  each. 


Do. 

13  of  £12 

At  Glasgow, 

7  of  £16 

Da 

13  of  £12 

At  Aberdeen, 

4  of  £16 

Do. 

11  of  £12 

»» 


It 


*t 
•» 


II 


Female  Students,  holding  Scholarships  of  the  Edinburgh  Normal  School,  whose 
parents  or  guardians  are  not  resident  in  Edinburgh,  must  reside  in  the  boardmg 
establishment  attached  to  the  SchooL    [Htt  note  at  end.] 


If. 
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5.  The  value  of  the  Sehdlanhip  depends  on  the  place  gained  by  the  student 
at  the  examination,  bnt  lor  the  second  year  those  stndents  only  who  at  the  end 
of  one  year's  training  pass  in  the  first  or  second  division  will  receive  Scholarships 
of  the  higher  value.  The  Education  Committee  do  not  undertake  to  continue 
students  for  a  second  year's  attendance  unless  their  progress  and  demeanour 
warrant  the  expectation  that  they  will  prove  themselves  satisfactory  teachers. 

6.  With  the  view  of  encouraging  the  most  pronusing  of  the  male  students  to 
take  ad?antage  of  the  provisions  of  Article  102  (6.)  of  the  Scotch  Code  by 
attending  the  University,  the  Committee  further  offer,  both  in  Edinbuigh  and 
Glasgow,  ten  special  scholarships  to  the  extent  of  the  pajrment  of  the  matricula- 
tion and  class  fees.  The  dasses  selected  shall  be  subject  to  the  approval  of  the 
Committee.  The  competition  for  these  scholarships  will  be  held  in  the  month  of 
October,  and  will  be  open  to  all  stndents  who  are  then  in  the  last  quarter  of 
their  first  year's  attendance. 

The  scholarships  shall  be  continued  for  a  second  year  to  those  students  who 
gain  them,  provided  that  they  make  satisfactory  progress  in  their  studies. 

7*  All  Students  obtaining  Scholarships  are  required, 

(1.)  To  declare  in  writing  their  intention,  bona  fide,  to  adopt  and  follow 
the  profession  of  teaching  in  Elementary  Schools,  and  to  bind 
themselves  to  repay  the  Scholarship  in  the  event  of  their  not 
doing  so. 

(2.)  To  engage  to  attend  the  Normal  School  for  two  years. 
(3.)  To  engage  to  purchase  the  Books  and  Stationeiy  required  during  their 
course  of  Study  through  the  authorities  of  the  Schools. 

Printed  forms  embodying  these  conditions  wiH  be  furnished  to  the 
successful  candidates  after  the  examination. 

8.  No  Pupil-Teacher  who  has  deserted  the  service  can  compete  for  admission. 

9.  Candidates  for  admission  who  pass  the  examination,  but  do  not  get  bur* 
saries,  may  obtain  Scholarships  for  a  second  year's  attendance. 

10.  The  Fees  of  Students  for  the  Session  are— For  Males,  Three  Guineas ;  for 
Females,  Two  Guineas.    All  Fees  are  payable  quarterly  in  advance. 

11.  Applications  for  admission  require  to  be  forwarded,  on  or  before  the  12th 
of  June,  to  the  Rector,  Free  Church  Normal  School,  Edinburgh;  the  Rector, 
Free  Church  Nonnal  School,  Glasgow;  or  the  Rector,  Free  Church  Normal 
School,  Aberdeen. 

Pbeparatort  CLAiasBS  have  been  formed  in  all  the  Normal  Schools  for  the 
purpose  of  preparing  candidates  to  pass  the  entrance  examination.  For  informa- 
tion regarding  these  Classes,  application  should  be  made  to  the  Rectors. 

NoTS  AS  TO  BoARDiNO  HouBS  IN  Edinbubqh, — If  the  whole  accommodation  is 
not  required  for  the  holders  of  Scholarships,  otixer  Female  Students  or  Pupil- 
Teachers  may  be'  received  as  boarders.  Application  to  be  made  to,  and  terms 
ascertained  from,  Miss  Smith,  Lady  Superintendent,  8  St.  John  Street,  or  from 
any  of  the 

VISITORS. 


MB&  Dr.  CANDLISH,  16  Torphichen 

Street. 
Mss.  MAIN,  7  Bellevue  Crescent. 
Mas.  MELDRUM,  40  Melville  Street 


Miss  PAUL,  East  Claremont  Street. 
Miss  ANGELICA  FRASER,  3  AthoU 
Place. 


NoTB  AS  TO  LoDOiNGS. — A  list  of  respectable  families  who  can  supply  lodgings 
at  a  moderate  charge,  is  kept  at  the  Normal  Schools,  in  Edinburgh,  Glasgow, 
and  Aberdeen.  These  lodgings  are  open  to  the  inspection  of  the  Rector  and 
Superintendent,  or  of  any  Member  of  the  Committee. 

Frxx  CHtTROB  Of  Scotland  Edcjcation  Ovfios,  Edinburgh, 

15(A  May  1876. 
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VI.— QUESTIONS  PUT  TO  CANDIDATES  FOR  UNIVERSITY 

SCHOLARSHIPS.— October  1876. 

For  Sbkior  Studkntbl 
LATIN. 
One  hour  and  a  half  dUowed. 
Suevorum  gens  est  longe  maxima  et  bellicoBsima  Grermanorom  omniun.    Hi 
centum  pagos  habere  dicuntar  ex  quibua  quotannia  singula  millia  armatonun, 
bellandi  causft,  ex  finibus  educunt :   reliqni  qui  domi  manserint  se  atqae  ill<M 
alunt.     Hi  rursus  invicem,  anno  post  in  armis  sunt :  illi  domi  remanent. — Mer* 
catoribus  est  ad  eos  aditus  magis  eo  ut  quae  bello  ceperint  quibus  vendant  habeant 
qiiam  quo  uUam  rem  ad  se  importari  desiderent.     Qnin  etiam  jumentis  quibos 
maxime  Gallia  delectatur  Germani  importatis  his  non  utuntur,  sed  quae  snot 
apud  eos  nata  prava  atque  deformia  haec,  quotidianA  exercitatione,  summi  ut 
sint  laboris  efficiunt.     Equestribus  praeliis  saepe  ex  equis  desiliunt  ac  pedibus 
praeliantur,  equosque  eodem  remanere  vestigio  asauefaciunt»  ad  qnos  se  celetiter, 
quum  usus  est,  recipiunt. 

1.  Give  the  literal  translation  of  the  preceding  passage. 

2.  Parse  the  words  manseritUt  cUurU^  vendant,  degiRuntf  praeliantur,  conjugating 
the  yerbsj 

3.  Explain  the  construction  of  Oermanarum,  m'dlia,  importari,  jumentis,  with 
the  rules  of  syntax. 

4.  If  after  Mercatoribus  the  word  had  heen/uit  instead  of  est,  what  alteration 
would  have  been  required  in  other  words  of  the  sentence  ? 

5.  Translate  into  Latin : — 

(a)  Cato  said,  that  bitter  enemies  deserved  better  of  some  persons  than  tboae 
friends  who  seemed  pleasant  {dtdcia) ;  for  that  the  former  often  spoke  the  troth, 
the  latter  never. 

(b)  Csesar,  as  the  other  consul  died  on  the  last  day  of  December,  returned 
Capinius  at  one  o'clock  as  consul  for  the  rest  of  the  day.  Cicero  says  that  no 
one  dined  while  Caninius  was  consul,  and  that  Ganinins  was  wonderfully  watchful, 
sinoe  he  never  took  a  sleep  during  all  his  consulship. 

MATHEMATICS. 
One  hour  and  a  haff  allowed^ 
1.  Solve  the  equations ; —  

(1.)  a  +  aj=V«'  +  »s/(6*  +  a;«). 
(2.)  2a;  +  3y  +  4zs29 
X      y      z      ^ 

2:  The  sum  of  two  numbers  is  16,  and  the  sum  of  their  cubte  1456.  What 
are  the  numbers  ? 

,3.  Write  the  first  three  terms  of  (se  +  y**),  expanded  according  to  the  binomial 
theorem. 

4.  Find  the  sum  of  the  series  1  +  — +ZV  ^^'  ^  infinity. 

If  the  vertical  angle  of  a  triangle  be  bisected  by  a  straight  line,  which  also  cats 
the  base,  the  segments  of  the  base  shall  have  the  same  ratio  which  the  other  aidet 
of  the  triangle  have  to  one  another. 

How  is  tius  proposition  varied,  when  the  exterior  angle  adjacent  to  the  vertical 
is  bisected  ? 

For  Junior  Stupkntb. 
LATIN. 

One  hour  and  a  half  allowed., 

1.  Translate  into  English  : — 

Qermanico  hello  confecto,  multis  de  causis  Caesar  statuit  libi  Rhenum  eaae 
transeundum ;  quarum  ilia  fuit  justissima,  quod,  quum  videret  Germanos  tam 
facile  impelli  ut  in  Galliam  venirent^  suis  quoque  rebus  eos  timere  voluit^  quum 


II. 
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intelligerent  et  posse  et  audere  Popnli  Romani  exercitum  Rhenam  transire. 
Accessit  etdam  quod  ilia  pars  equitatas  Usiptttam  et  Tenchtherorum  qnam  supra 
commemoravi  prtedandi  frumentandique  caasft  Mosam  transisse,  neque  pnelio 
ioterfoisse,  post  fugam  suorum  se  trans  Rlienum  in  fines  Slgambrorum  receperat 
seqiie  cum  iis  oonjuiixerat. 

2.  Explain  the  construction  of  the  words  hello,  aib',  exercitum. 

3.  Parse  the  words  transeundum,  imptlll,  intelligerent,  audere,  prcedandi,  inter- 
fume,  and  conjugate  the  verbs. 

4.  Translate  into  Latin  prose : — 

He  who  gets  (paro)  riches  knows  not  for  whom  he  gets  them,  nor  for  whose 
sake  he  is  labouring. 

Tarquinins  said  that  he  had  understood  then,  when  he  was  in  banishment, 
what  faithful  friends  he  had,  and  what  unfaithful,  when  he  could  now  requite 
neither. 

ARITHMETIC  AND*  MATHEMATICS. 
One  hour  and  a  KaJlf  allotoed. 

1.  Find  by  Practice  the  value  of  4  tons  3  cwt.  2  qrs.  14  lb.  at  £1,  58.  8d. 
percwt. 

2.  Express  Tjd.  as  the  decimal  of  £1,  and  divide  it  by  '0075. 

3.  Divide  x»  -  79ic  -  210  by  ac  f  7. 

4.  Solve  the  equations  : 

(1.)  /Ja  +  X  +  >Ja  -  x=s Jc. 
(2.)  4a;-lly«9. 
2a;  +  3y=13. 

5.  To  draw  a  tangent  to  a  circle  from  a  given  point  without  it. 

6.  If,  from  a  point  without  a  cirde,  a  secant  and  a  tangent  to  it  be  drawn,  the 

square  on  the  taJigent  is  equal  to (complete  the  enunciation,  and  prove  the 

theorem). 


VII. — Normal  School  Students  who  attended  University  Classes  during 

Session  1875-76. 


Georgeson,  Donald, 
Boddie,  George  P., 
Corrigal,  James  W. , 
Davidson,  John, 
Levack,  John, 
Lundie,  William,     . 
Wilson,  John, 
Thompson,  Alexander  B. 
Waters,  James, 
Milne,  Alexander,  . 

Barraclongh,  Thomas  W 
Christie,  William,   . 
Cranston,  William, 
Hutt,  Andrew, 
Ross,  James  A., 
Sutherland,  Charles  H., 
Massie,  WilHam,     . 
Craig,  John,    . 
George,  William,     . 
Wilkie,  Hugh, 


EDINBURGH. 

1.  Students  of  the  Second  Year, 

ClasMSi 
Logic  and  Moral  Philosophy. 
Senior  Mathematics  and  Natural  Philosophy. 


»» 

iJ 

l» 

>» 

ft 

»» 

it 

»l  »» 

Junior  Mathematics  and  Rhetoric. 
Junior  Latin  and  Rhetoric. 


^.  StudenU  of  the  First  Year, 


Junior  Mathematics  and  Rhetoric. 


»> 
It 
*> 

» 


ff 


Junior  Mathematics  and  Junior  Greek. 
Junior  Mathematics. 
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GLASGOW. 

StudenU  qftht  FbrH  Year. 

CUlMS. 

Campbell,  Daniel,   . 
Young,  John, 
Butter,  James  F.,    , 
danachan,  John, 
Connor,  Thomas,     . 
M*Intyre,  Archibald  S., 
Maclean,  Archibald, 

Junior  Latin  and  Junior  Mathematics. 
Junior  Latin  and  Logic. 
English  Literatore. 

•  •                             n 

•  •                             ft 

•  •                             f» 
•                             tf 

VIIL— EXAMINATION  IN  BELIOIOUS  KNOWLEDGE. 

1.  Examination  of  Studkntb. — ^Thtf  students  attending  the  Normal  Sohodi 
were  examined  in  religious  knowledge  in  NoTember  last.  The  examinatioD, 
which  was  conducted,  both  in  writing  and  orally,  by  examiners  acting  on  behalf 
of  the  Education  Comnuttee,  ranged  over  the  following  course  of  study  which 
had  been  prescribed  by  the  Committee  for  session  1876,  tIi.  : — For  senior  male 
students,  &e  Acts  of  de  Apostles,  the  Epistle  to  the  Galatians,  and  the  Shorter 
Catechism ;  for  junior  male  students,  Old  Testament  History  to  the  sepantion 
of  the  kingdoms — particularly  the  Books  of  Joshua  and  Judges,  St.  John's  Gcspd, 
and  the  Catechism ;  Uxt  senior  female  students, — ^The  Acts  of  the  Apostles,  firam 
chapter  xui.  to  the  end,  the  Epistle  to  the  Galatians,  ohapters  L  ii  and  iii, 
Galatians,  chapters  iv.  t.  and  ▼!,  or  St  John*s  Gospel,  and  the  Cateefaiam ;  sad 
for  junior  female  students, — Old  Testament  History  to  the  separation  oi  the 
kingdoms — ^particularly  the  Books  of  Joshua  and  Judges,  St  John's  Gospel, 
the  Acts  of  the  Apostles,  chapters  i.  to  xiL,  and  the  Catechism. 

It  was  agreed  by  the  examiners, — ^Bey.  Dr.  Eraser,  and  Rots.  Alex.  Rankin, 
George  Philip,  and  Robert  Gordon — ^that,  400  being  the  highest  number  of 
marlu  obtainable  for  answers  in  the  written  examination,  students  receiTiiig 
upwards  of  300  should  be  placed  in  the  first  class ;  those  reoeiying  between  SOO 
and  300  in  the  second  class ;  those  reoeiYing  between  100  and  200  in  the  third 
class ;  and  those  receiving  less  than  100  in  the  fourth  class.  The  oral  examina- 
tion was  conducted  by  Mr.  Philip  and  Mr.  Gordon  at  Edinburgh,  by  Dr. 
Eraser  and  Mr.  Rankin  at  Glasgow,  and  by  Ifr.  Moir  at  Aberdeen.  AJl  the 
examiners  expressed  great  satisfaction  with  the  manner  in  which  the  stsdenti 
acquitted  themselves  in  both  examinations.  The  following  is  the  Olasi  IM 
arranged  in  order  of  merit : — 

EDINBURGH. 


MaLX  StUPKMTS — SlOOVD  YXAB. 

FirH  Olau, 

Boddie,  George  P. 

M'Lean,  James  C. 

Drummond,  John. 

Kerr,  WiUiam. 

Palmer,  Alexander  M. 
( Baikie,  William  S. 
(  Sutherland,  George. 

Thompson,  Alexander  B. 

Sneddon,  William. 

Reid,  John  S. 

Tough,  William. 

Oorrigall,  James  W. 

f£de,  Gkorge. 
Lawrie,  William  J. 


Johnson,  James  0. 
Allan,  Andrew. 
Wils(m,  John. 
M'Kechnie,  David. 
Milne,  Alexander. 
Steedman,  James. 
Dawson,  John  D. 
Georgeson,  Donald. 
Reid,  Alexander. 
Colrton,  George. 
Rose,  James. 
M*Lean,  Donald. 
Gunn,  Sinclair  S. 
M'Bain,  Alexander. 

(Davidson,  John. 
Greig,  John. 
Murray,' David; 
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Second  Class. 

(  Giinn,  William. 
(  Nicol,  Matthew. 

Dnnlop,  John  A. 

Levack,  Johxu 

RobertaoD,  William  N. 

Lundie,  William. 

Wood,  James. 

Mackay,  Evander. 

Clark,  Dnncan. 

Young,  Andrew. 

Penney,  Alexander. 

Arkley,  David. 

Scott,  David  M. 

Waters,  James. 

Elpbinotone,  David  B. 

Dawson,  William. 

Ovens,  James. 


Malb  STUDBirrs — Pirst  Year. 

First  Class, 

Grant,  Robert  L. 
Graham,  Joseph  C. 
Davidson,  Alexander  L. 
Crai^  John. 
Hatt»  Andrew. 
Scrimgeonr,  Charles  M. 
George,  William. 
Boss,  James  A. 
Dunn,  John. 
Spront^  William. 
Fraser,  Thomas. 
Scott,  John. 
Eckford,  William. 
Millar,  James. 
Miller,  Alexander  D. 

SMackay,  Kenneth. 
Wilkie,  Hngh. 
Keith,  John  M. 
Eddie,  Robert 
Cranston,  William. 

Second  Class, 

Massie,  William. 

iRngg,  David  M. 
Sutherland,  Charles  H. 
Sutherland,  George. 

iHenderwm,  John. 
MacGilUvray,  William. 
Robertson,  John. 
Kay,  Thomas. 
Mavor,  Oeovat, 

{Christie,  Wil&am. 
MacRae,  Donald. 
Ward,  William. 
Morgan,  Roderick  A. 
Cameron,  George. 

2 


{Bnist^  John. 
Peter,  John. 

Barraclough,  Thomas  W. 
Proudfoot,  James. 
Richardson,  William. 
Barron,  William. 
Webster,  James. 
Walter,  Eric. 
Smith,  James. 

Female  Stitdektb — Second  Year. 

First  Class, 
Seggie,  Caroline  J. 

iGray,  Annie  S. 
Baillie,  Janet  L. 
Anderson,  Annie. 
Cruickshank,  Jane  M. 
Cairns,  Elizabeth. 

i  Bulloch,  Joanna  S. 
Dickson,  Isabella  S. 

Dall,  Mary. 

Dobie,  Isabella. 

Mellis,  Jane. 

Kerr,  Jeanie. 

Mackay,  Isabella. 

Minto,  Euphemia. 

Dick,EUza. 
(  Ferrier,  Maggie  L. 
I  Bell,  Elizabeth. 
(  Lawsou,  Catherine. 

Dunnet,  Jessie  A. 

Buglass,  Mary  B. 

Galloway,  Agnes. 

Kyd,  Elisabeth. 

iM*Lean,  Janet. 
Munio,  Elizabeth  D. 

MaoDonald,  Maggie. 

M 'Donald,  Johanna. 

Walker,  Jana  J. 

Smith,  Jane. 

Thom,  Elisabeth. 

Fulton,  Bessie. 

Williamson,  Maggie. 

Shewan,  Barbara  A. 

Dunn,  Jessie. 

Aitken,  Esther. 

Gellatly,  Jane. 

Pender,  ChristinA. 

Pixie,  Maggie. 

Robertson,  Tsabella  M. 
(  WiUoz,  Eliza. 
I  Soott,  Wilhelmina. 
(  Simpson,  Mary  A. 

Low,  Jane  A. 

Fraser,  Helen. 

Williamson,  Hftrriet  W. 

Prentice,  Jane. 

Smart,  Kate. 

Wilson,  Helen  0. 
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Femals  Studxnts— First  Tiab. 

M'Eenzie,  Elizabeih. 
Tornboll,  Maggie. 

!  Leslie,  Annie. 
Muidocli,  Lizzie  D. 
Brasder,  Anne. 
Selbie,  Barbara  H. 

f  Melville,  Jessie. 
Ramsay,  Margaret 
Grant,  Ellen. 
I  Dayie,  Christina  C.  S. 

<  Low,  Maggie. 

(  PatersoD,  Jessie. 
I  Clarke,  Helen. 

<  Houston,  Margaret. 
(  M'Vicar,  Helen. 

Sjrme,  Bebecca  H. 
Forbes,  Christina. 
Stnart,  Mary  A. 

fAndersoD,  Elizabeth. 
Lowe,  Maiy. 
Bain,  Helen. 
Purres,  Joanna. 
Tyrie,  Helen  B. 
Carmichael,  Emma. 


i  Grants  Agnes. 
Paterson,  Helen. 
Bobb,  Isabella. 
I  Dayidson,  Janet  S. 
<  Biddoch,  Jeannia 
(  Whyte,  Mi^e. 

iHope,  Annie. 
Webster,  Agnea. 
Nelson,  Enphemia. 
Constable,  Catherine. 

iKerr,  Marion. 
Ramsay,  Jessie. 
Feigttson,  JessLa. 
Farmer,  Annie. 
Speedie,  Bathia. 

{Milne,  Jessie. 
RnsadI,  Helen  L. 
Thoms»  Catherine, 
Hay,  Janet  S. 
Fairweather,  BeOa. 
M*Alpine»  Eliza. 

{Dick,  Georgina. 
Lawson,  Janet. 
Austin,  Elizabeth. 

Second  €fla8$, 

Morrison,  Marianne. 
Duncan,  Maggie  T. 


GLASGOW. 


Malb  Students — Skcond 

F^9iCla88, 
MTherson,  Ge^ige. 
Ingram,  Thomas. 
Dick,  David. 
Calder,  Ronald  Bb 
Mackenzie,  John. 
M'Diarmid,  Roderick  C. 
M'Morran,  George. 

Second  CUu», 

Fulton,  Thomas  C. 
Pollock,  James  C. 
Clark,  Robert 
Miller,  Alexander. 
M*Bride,  James. 
M*Naughton,  David  W. 
Sinclair,  Alexander. 

i  Ferguson,  John. 
Kennedy,  James. 
Mackenzie,  Alexander. 
Boyle,  Robert. 
Watt,  John  W.  J. 
Sergeant,  Henry. 
Mackenzie,  John  d 
GraJiam,  Joseph. 
Brown,  Gavin. 


Osborne,  William, 
M 'Donald,  John. 
Barclay,  James. 
Morton,  Joseph. 

Mat.m  Students — Fibst  Yiab* 

FirH€fUu9. 

Mintyre,  Archibald  S. 
Clanachan,  John. 
Auld,  Robert. 
Auld,  John  W. 
McLean,  Archibald. 
Campbdl,  DanieL 
Connor,  Thomas. 
Butter,  James  F. 

Second  Clou, 

Toung,  John. 
Mackinnon,  John  D. 
Miller,  John. 
Roberts,  Andrew.. 
Waddell,  David. 
Thomson,  Frederick, 

i  Leslie^  Hugh. 
Smith,  Calvert 
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Ainswortb,  JoIm« 
Petty,  Hwrtley. 
Bryce,  Thomas. 
Kelly,  JazbeB. 
M'CaUam,  Joho. 
Ttilloch,  Hngh« 
Holt,  Herbert 
McAllister,  Arcbibald. 

{Seymour,  Henry. 
Watmongh,  John  W, 
Bissett,  Hngh. 
Barton,  Cooper. 
Boberts,  William. 

Fbiali  Students— Second  Tear. 

First  CloM. 

Ml4igan,  Jane  C. 
Nisbet»  Mary. 
(  Fraser,  Madelisa  E. 

<  Beid,  Maggie  H. 

( Thomson,  Victoria. 

Bayne,  Ellen  M. 

Brown,  Helen. 

Henderson,  Maria. 

Glen,  Jessie  J. 
(  Ballantyne,  Euphemia. 

<  Paterson,  Agnes. 

(  SincJair,  Maggie  B. 
M'Laren,  Jessie  P. 
MacNish,  Louise  C. 
Macfarlane,  Sarah  J. 
Ton],  Mary. 
Proctor,  Isabella  E. 
Mackintosh,  Mary  H. 
Davidson,  Isabella. 
Gumming  Anni^^, 
Ewing,  Alezina  M.  M. 
Mackenzie,  Agnes  L. 
Edgar,  Helen  H. 
Fnllarton,  Mary. 
Qarrow,  Ellen, 
MacDowall,  Agnes. 
Dobie,  Mary, 
MHwraith,  Jane. 
Crocket,  Jessie. 
M'Culloch,  Agnes, 

Second  Clou, 
(  Brash,  Jane  M. 

<  Fraser,  Annie. 
(  Taylor,  Elizabeth. 

Hamilton,  Janet  IL 

M^Chlery,  Graoe  C. 

Dawson,  Mary. 

Wardrop,  Grace. 
I  Bryden,  Helen. 
(  Bichards,  Katrine  M. 

Gallie,  Margaret  W. 

Bruce,  Willhehnina. 


! 


{Macaulay,  Jessie. 
Marshall,  Marion. 
M'Lean,  Annie. 
Gilmour,  Christina. 
Greenlees,  Marion. 
M'Clymont,  Jeanie. 
Bankin,  Maggie  B. 
Nimmo,  Mary. 
M*Neil,  EUen. 
Melville,  Jane. 
Houston,  Mary. 
Bowie,  Allison  E. 
Anderson,  Jeanie. 
M'Kenzie,  Jessie. 
Charles,  Maggie. 
M*Corq[uindale,  Maggie. 

Fekale  Students — ^First  Year. 

FtrHCfUus, 

Boss,  Agnes. 

Crawford,  Helen  P. 

Cowan,  Mary  S, 
(  GiUies,  Mary. 
( Johnstone,  Maggie. 

Beaddie,  Elizabeth. 

Allardice,  Mary  A. 

Laidlaw,  Isabella  "NL 

WeUh,  IsabellA. 

Brocklebank,  Elizabeth. 

{Campbell,  Agnes,  sen. 
Coulthard,  Prudence  E, 
Sutherland,  Louisa. 
Campbell,  Agnes,  jun. 
Niven,  Jessie. 
Weir,  Catherine. 
Kirklind,  Catherine. 
M'Arthur,  Jane. 
M*Coll,  Annie. 
Maitland,  Helen. 
Boy,  Helen  J. 
Hodgson,  Annie. 

{Hislop,  Agnes. 
M'Raw,  Marjory. 

Holbom,  Henrietta* 

Young,  Jeannie. 

Chalmers,  Isabella. 

Dickson,  Agnes. 
I  Buchanan,  Isabella^ 
(  Wood,  Helen  B. 

M'llwraith,  Jane  C 

Wilkie^  Christina. 

Watson,  Mary  B. 

M'Intyre,  Agnes. 

Bremner,  Jeannie. 

Walker,  Mary. 

Miller,  Margaret. 

{Duff,  Jane. 
Bussell,  Jessie. 
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Second  ClaoB, 

{  Lamont,  Janet. 

Malcolm,  Jessie. 

Good,  Elizabeth  M.  S. 

Thomson,  Jane. 
(  Dove,  Isabella  L. 
\  Stirling,  Catherine. 

Rennie,  Elizabeth. 

M^regor,  Helen. 

Cram,  Annie  M. 

M'Kinnon,  Flora  A. 

Eraser,  Elsie. 

Madeod,  Jessie. 

Cowan,  Mary. 

Blair,  Mary  R. 
i  Campbell,  Jessie. 
<  Fergus,  Catherine. 
(  Hay,  Annie  M. 

Hamilton,  Jeannie. 


Dick,  Christina  S. 
French,  Agnes. 

i  Duncan,  Jane  M. 
Eaglesom,  Mary. 
NeHson,  Emily. 
Bruce,  Annie. 
M*Gregor  Margaret. 
Watson,  Harriet. 
M'Dou^Jl,  Julia. 
Cunningham,  Janet. 
Stevenson,  Janetb 
Monro>  Maggie. 
Bowie,  Helen  J. 
Fleming,  Marion. 
Drummond,  Isabella^ 
Brock,  Euphemia  K. 
Deans,  Jane. 
Campbell,  Jane. 
Wright,  Lizzie  G. 
Fraser,.  Margarets 


ABERDEEN. 


Female  Studeittb — First  Year.. 

Fint  Olasa^ 

Boyd,  Isabella. 

Dadgamie)  Jane* 
(  Reid,  Mary  J. 
(  Stuart,  lizsie. 

Simpson,  Mary. 

Watt,  Helen  J. 

Christie,  Janets 

Sharp,  Margaret. 

dark,  Mary. 

f  Black,  Agnes  B. 
Cunningham,  Helen. 
Russell,  Helen  B. 
Deuchars,  Maggie  S. 
Ogg^  Jessie  A. 
Sonter,  Barbara. 
Hall,  Mary  A. 
Lnndie,  Margaret 
Robertson,  Loveina. 


Gordon,  Isal)ella  H. 

Moncreiil^  Euphemia* 

TTrquhart,  Margaret, 
i  Brown,  BeUa  H. 
\  Fiulayson,  Sophia. 

Knowlea,  Sarah. 

Second  Clasa^ 

Drysdale,  Maggie. 
Elmslie,  Margaret. 
Black,  Isabella. 
Shiel,  Janet  E. 
Innes,  Eleanor  J. 
Johnstone,  Jane. 
Brewster,  Jane  K 

{Douglas,  Ann^ 
WilUamson,  Janet. 
{Grant,  Mary  A. 
Hay,  Maggie  S. 
Hampton,  Mary  S. 
Reid,  Jane. 


2.  Examination  of  Candidates. — ^The  examination  in  Religious  Knowledge 
of  Candidates  for  admission  to  the  Normal  Schools  of  the  Free  Chnroh  was  held 
on  17  th  December  last.  The  questions  then  put  are  appended,  with  the  riew 
of  giving  Candidates  who  may  come  forward  in  future  an  idea  of  the  kind  of 
questions  proposed  by  the  Education  Committee  to  those' who  seek  admission 
into  the  Normal  Schools  of  the  Free  Church. 

OLD  TESTAM]BNT. 

One  hour  and  a  haffaUowed/or  <Atc  and  the  CaUekmm  Paper. 
All  the  questions  to  be  answered. 

1.  Give  a  short  account  of  the  offering  of  Isaac  by  Abraham. 

2.  State  the  circumstances  connected  with  the  last  of  the  ten  plagues  sent  on 
the  Egyptians. 
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3.  State  the  chief  events  in  the  life  of  the  prophet  Elijah,  without  describing 
them. 

4.  Which  of  the  prophets  describes  most  fuUy  the  humiliation  of  Jesus  Christ  ? 

NEW  TESTAMENT. 

One  hour  aUatoed/or  thie  Paper. 
Not  more  than  foor  questions  to  be  answered. 

1.  Describe  and  remark  on  the  conduct  of  Herod  on  hearing  of  the  birth  of 
Christ 

2.  State  the  chief  circumstanoes  connected  with  the  betrayal  and  trial  of  Christ. 

3.  Give  the  substance  of  any  one  of  the  Parables  of  our  Lord,  and  remark  on  it. 

4.  Relate  any  one  of  the  Miracles  of  our  Lord,  and  remark  on  it. 

5.  Relate  the  events  which  happened  at  Pentecost,  as  recorded  in  the  Book  of 
Acts. 

6.  Give  a  short  account  of  the  conversion  of  the  Apostle  PanL  * 

SHORTER  CATECHISM, 

One  hour  and  a  halfaUo>wedf9r  thU  and  the  Old  Teatamenl  Poiptr, 

All  ike  questions  to  be  answered. 

1.  Write  ike  answer  to  the  question,  '*  Wherein  did  Christ^s  humiliation  con- 
sist?"    Oiv«  the  proofs. 

2.  Write  the  answer  to  the  question,  "  Which  is  the  Second  Commandment  ?'* 

3.  Write  tke  answer  to  the  question,  '*  What  is  the  Lord's  Supper?'*    Give 
the  proofs. 

The  result  of  the  ExaminatioB  was  as  follows:: — 


Hale 

Femde 

Total. 

GuuUdates. 

CMKUdatet. 

124 

224 

348 

98 

.  168. 

266 

22 

53 

75 

4 

3 

7 

124 

,224 

348 

Passed  Ist  Class, 
2d  do., 
dd    do^ 

3.  CovRSB.OF  Study.; — ^The  following  is  the  course  of  study  in  religious  subjects 
prescribed  by  the  Education  Committee  for  students  during  Session  1876,  vis. : — 

Senior  Male  Students. — The  Acts  of  the  Apostles ;  the  Epistle  to  the  Hebrews ; 
aad  the  Shorter  Catechinn. 

Junior  Mole  Students. — Old  Testament  History  to  the  separation  of  the 
kingdoms — partieulaily  the  Books  of  L  and  IL  Samuel ;  St  Luke's  Gospel ;  and 
theCatedusm. 

Senior  Female  Students. — The  Acts  of  the  Apostles,  more  particularly  from 
chapter  xiii  to  the  end;  the  Epistle  to  the  Hebrews,  or  Lnke^s  Gospel,  or 
Hebrews,  chapters  L  to  viii,  and  Luke,  from  chapter  xv.  to  the  end ;  a^  the 
Catechism. 

Junior  Female  Students. — Old  Testament  History  to  the  separation  of  the 
kingdoms — paiiicularly  the  Books  of  L  and  IL  Samuel ;  St.  Luke's  Gospel ;  and 
the  Catechism. 
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IX.  A. — Congregations  which^  though  having  no  Schoohy  contribute  to  the 

Education  Fund. 


Cramond, 

£1  16 

0 

Troon,      .         .        •        • 

£3    0    0 

Edinbargh — ^Bardary, 

31  11 

9 

Beith,       .        .        .        . 

3    9    9 

Buccleuch,    . 

3    4 

6 

Dunlop,    •         .         .         . 

0    8    0 

Dean,   .         .         .         . 

5    0 

0 

Galston,  .         .        •        . 

1    0    0 

Foantainbridge,    . 

0    5 

0 

Irvine,      .         .         .         . 

5  10    0 

GraDge,         . 

10    4 

6 

Fullarton, 

3    6    0 

Greyfriara'y  . 

20     6 

8 

Kilmarnock— High, . 

3  11    2 

High,    .         .         .         . 

33  17 

6 

Saltcoats, 

1    0    0 

Holyrood,     . 

1     5 

8 

West  Kilbride, 

11    5    0 

Lady  Glenorchy'B, 

4  19 

0 

Paisley — High, 

4    0    0 

New  North, 

49  11 

6 

Middle, 

0  10    6 

Pilrig,  .         .         .         . 

2  19 

0 

Greenock — Crawfordabuni 

1  15    0 

Boaebom,     . 

4    5 

0 

Gaelic,           .         •        , 

1  10    6 

St.  Bernard's, 

3    5 

6 

Middle,         .        • 

6  16    0 

St.  Colnmba's,       . 

3  15 

0 

St  Andrew's, 

4    0    0 

St.  Cuthbert's,      . 

13  18 

0 

St.  Thomas', 

13    7    6 

St.  David's,  . 

3  13 

0 

West,  .         •         •         . 

11  14    0 

St.  John's,    . 

I  10 

0 

Airdrie — High, 

0  10    0 

St.  Luke's,   . 

1     6 

0 

West,  .        .        .        . 

12    0 

St.  Mary's,    . 

10    1 

9 

Cambuslang,     • 

2    0    0 

St.  Stephen's^ 

24    2 

6 

Coatbridge,       . 

0  10    0 

Tolbooth, 

17  18 

0 

East  Kilbride,  . 

0    6    3 

Viewforth,    . 

4    4 

0 

Larkhall, 

0  13    0 

North  Leith,    . 

13  18 

7 

Forth,  etc.. 

0  10    0 

South  Leith,     . 

0    4 

0 

Lanark,    .        •        .         . 

0  10    0 

Morningside,    . 

12    8 

6 

Baldemock, 

0  11    4 

Portobello, 

3    0 

a 

Dumbarton — ^High,  . 

7  12    0 

Ratho,      . 

0  15 

0 

Helensburgh— Park, 

23    8    0 

Falkirk,   . 

4    6 

0 

West,   . 

8  19   6 

WestCalder,    . 

0  10 

0 

Old  Kilpatrick, 

1    4    0 

Ellsridgehill,    . 

0    5 

0 

Glasgow — ^Anderston, 

1    4    6 

Luerl^then,    . 

0  17 

0 

Candlish  Memorial, 

0    4    0 

Dalkeith, 

3  15 

9 

Chalmers',     . 

0    6    0 

Penicuik, 

2    0 

0 

Fimiieston,   •        • 

2  14   0 

Temple,   . 

2  12 

0 

Hope  Street, 

2  16    4 

North  Berwick, 

1  13 

4 

Hutchesoatown,    • 

5    5    0 

Prestonkirk,     . 

8  19 

10 

John  Knox's^ 

28    8    3 

Syemouth, 

0    5 

0 

Kelvinside,  . 

..      14    0    0 

Sprouston, 

1     0 

0 

Kingston,      »        . 

1  16    6 

Ajihkirk,  . 

0    7 

6 

Kinning  Park, 

1    5    6 

Canonbie, 

0  12 

0 

MiUerston,    . 

0  10    0 

Halfmorton, 

0  10 

0 

Partick, 

3  n   4 

Wanlockhead, 

2    2 

1 

fienfield. 

60  13    9 

Portpatrick, 

3  10 

1 

BoseStreet» 

3    0    0 

Sheuchan, 

10    0 

0 

St.  David's,  . 

6    0    8 

Whithorn, 

1     6 

8 

St  James',    . 

6    5    6 

Do.,  Isle  of. 

1     7  10 

St  John's,    . 

13  12    0 

Borgue,    . 

0    3 

11 

St  Paul's,     . 

4    8    0 

GirUion,  . 

1     0 

0 

St  Stephen's^ 

2    6    6 

Glenkens, 

0    5 

0 

Stockwell,    . 

2  10   0 

Kirkcudbright^ 

1  17 

6 

ToUcross^      . 

0  12    6 

Ayr, 

12    2 

6 

Union,          .        • 

7  10   0 

Dundonald, 

0    4 

6 

West, 

1    0    3 

Newton-on-Ayr, 

3    0 

0 

Young  Street, 

0    7    6 

Stair, 

0    6 

0 

Govan, 

0  11    0 

IL 
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Kilsyth, 

£1     6 

0 

Liff. 

.      £0    5    0 

North  Knapdale,  . 

0  10 

0 

Monikie, .         .         • 

2  12     6 

Rothesay— Free  Parish, 

35  14 

6 

Craig, 

0  10    0 

West,  . 

8  14 

6 

Logiepert, 

6    6    0 

Oampbelton — Lochend, 

7  15 

6 

Arbroath — Inverbrothock 

,        0    6    6 

Lorn  Street, 

6    7 

6 

Carmylie, 

0    7    7 

Kildaltou, 

5    3 

0 

Carnoustie, 

1     4    5 

Appio,      . 

.       11     5 

0 

Panbride, 

2     2    0 

Alloa— East,    , 

0  19 

4 

Laurencekirk,  . 

0  16    6 

Deony,     .         .         .         , 

1  10 

0 

Aberdeen — Bon  Accord, 

2     6     2 

DunnipBoe, 

1     9 

6 

East,    .         .         .        . 

5    8    0 

Stirling; — ^North, 

5    4 

4 

Ferryhill,      * 

2     0    0 

Sea&, 

0  13 

6 

South, 

2     8     0 

Bridge  of  Allan, 

0  12 

6 

Trinity, 

54    0    0 

Oartmore,         . 

0  15 

0 

Union, 

4  12    0 

Clunie,     .        •        •        < 

0     6 

11 

Woodside,     . 

3     1     5 

Aberfeldy,        • 

1     0 

0 

Banchoiy-Devenick,          . 

0    7    0 

OoUaoe,    .        •        .        . 

1     0 

0 

Ballater,  .         .        .        . 

0  10    0 

Bonbarney, 

0  14 

0 

Braemai^ .         .         •         . 

0  10    0 

Forgaadenny,   . 

1  13 

6 

Cromar,    .        .        •        • 

0  10    0 

Perth— Middle, 

0    3 

0 

Cruden,    .         .         .         . 

0  15    0 

St.  Leonard's, 

5    8 

0 

Old  Deer, 

1  10    0 

vT  est,   «         •        •         1 

1  10 

0 

Rathen,    .         .        .        . 

1     4    0 

Seone,      •        •        •        < 

5  18 

0 

Turriff;     .        •        •        . 

0    6    0 

Stanley,    .        .        .        . 

1     1 

5 

Caimie,    «        .         .         . 

6     5     0 

Oomrie,    .         .        .        . 

2     6 

7 

Huntly 

4     1  10 

Aionzie,    ■        «         .        1 

3  11 

0 

New  Mamoch, . 

3  16     3 

Camock,  •        .        •         . 

1     0 

0 

Cromdale, 

1     0    0 

Cnlross,    .        .         .        . 

1  16 

0 

Aberiour, 

0    9    8 

Dunfermline — Abbey,. 

5  16 

6 

Knockando,      , 

1     0    0 

Kennoway, 

1     5 

0 

Rothes,    .         .        .         . 

0  10    0 

Kinghom, 

6  16 

0 

BurghcuEid, 

1     5     0 

Kirkcaldy, 

12     9 

4 

Pluscardeo, 

0  10    0 

Pathhead, 

2  10 

0 

Rafford,    .         .        •         . 

5    4    0 

Leslie,      •         .         .         . 

0     1 

6 

LiTemess-^High,     . 

4  16     8 

Leven, 

0  10 

0 

North, . 

3  10    0 

Markinch, 

2    5 

8 

Knockbain, 

3  18    0 

Abdie  and  Newbuigh, 

0    5 

0 

Creich,     .         .         •        < 

1     0    0 

Cupar,      .         .        .         . 

.       17    4 

9 

Bruan,              • 

0  13    0 

Logie  and  Oauldry,  . 

0  14 

3 

Thurso— West, 

10    0 

Monimail, 

2     0 

0 

Applecross, 

0  10    0 

ForgaD,    , 

3  17 

4 

Lochalsh, 

1     0    0 

Blairgowrie— First,  . 

4  16 

5 

Cross,       .        .         .         . 

0  15    0 

Newtyle, 

0  10 

0 

Stomoway — ^English, 

0    6    6 

I>undee---C3iapelshade, 

0    7 

9 

Deemess, 

2    8     9 

Dudhope, 

1     2 

9 

Firth,       .        .        .        . 

0  10    0 

HilltowB, 

1     0 

8 

N.  Bonaldshay, 

0     8     0 

St.  David's,  . 
St.  Peter's,   . 

5  10 
1    5 

0 
0 

Total, 

£956  14    4 

u 


A??!rTz  d  r :  izp».  ar  :  5  rz  c-iati-  .  5. 


n. 


«     « 


iilA 


Lstrria,       ... 


.  :n~- 

z-r^'iia  ^  r 

<Jn3a 

i;a:4si 

yniz  ts»>-:  r_tz  X..^*2. 

w^^-*.- 

:=.'liT  i:i4 

■ 

,«7« 

Mar-^ 

=*•'-'* 

£34 

24     0 

r:5 

0    0 

i-3.T 

3  1: 

*.» 

u  0 

** 
^  ■» 

*•:■   4 

13 

0  0 

15    « 

!^> 

0  0 

A>» 

i>     < 

15 

0  0 

*  1/ 

15 

0   0 

5 

0     4 

5 

0  0^ 

1< 

14     •> 

15 

0  0 

5 

0    « 

5 

9  0 

m  13 


£115    0    0 


IX.  C. — Cf/ngn^ition*  ^rhom  Sck:^  received  im  ^jmtt  MOKE  ikon  du 

a^tc^Mrxt  of  *J,eir  ccntnl  >kfi  :^i. 


StoUiiO, 


DnoMv 
Ymtraw,    , 

Beith,       . 
Catrine,    . 
Kilmaniock — J 
Peroetoo, 
Honstoiiy  •        .        • 

Hjuniltoo — Si  John'% 
8tnith*T«ii, 
QLtfgow— MAiyhO],  . 

Sigbthill,  . 

mUpw-k, 

Kilmodjui, 


i5r<L 


£15    8 
18  17    1 

0  18 

4  10 

2  9 

1  0 

3  0 
7  11 

5  17 


0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
4 


2  7  6 

4  12  9 

5  9  6 

3  9  9 
8  18  0 
3  11  2 
3  10  0 


5  17    8 


14  12  10 

2  0    2 

3  7    6 


3  14    6 
6  14    3 

4  6    0 


GncBiBlMUal 

UTS 


23 

15 


15 
15 
15 
30 
10 


£7  10 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

7  10 

15    0 

15    0 

7  10 

15    0 

7  10 

15    0 

7  10 

15    0 

7  10 

45    0 


15 
15 
9 
15 
15 
15 


0 
0 
7 
0 
0 
0 


0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
6 
0 
0 
0« 


1  B«tldM  £6  from  MlAien  Gnat 
*  BfltidM  £1Q  tnm  Whum  Orant 


II. 


APPENDIX  TO  REPORT  ON  EDUCATION, 


25 


Contributionfl  for 

Grants  paid  at 

CongregaUons. 

year  ended  Slst  March 
187«. 

Whitsunday  and 
Martinmaa  1876. 

Ejlbrandon,      .••••* 

£15    0    0 

Bftlqahidder,     . 

£0  12"  6 

15    0    0> 

Callander, 

12  10    7 

15    0    0 

Strathfillan, 

7  10    0 

Amnlree,  . 

7  10    0 

Blackford, 

5  is"  1 

23  15    0* 

Aberdoar, 

2  11    2 

15    0    0 

East  Wemyss,  . 

8    8    3 

15    0    0 

Collesaie,  . 

1    2    6 

10    0    0 

Dairsie, 

0    7    2 

15    0    0 

Cray, 

4  19    2 

20    0    0 

Dundee— St.  John's, 

6  11    0 

20    0    0 

St  Paul's,  . 

17    0    6 

25    0    0 

Montrose^St  John's, 

19  12    1 

20    0    0 

St.  Paul's,       . 

2    0    0 

15    0    0 

Arbroath— East, 

7  10    0 

Inverbrothock, 

0    6    0 

7  10    0 

Ladyloan, 

6  15  Ip 

15    0    0 

Collistonf .... 

5    2    1 

15    0    0 

Skene,       •        • 

4  10  11 

13    0    0 

Clnny, 

3  18    0 

15    0    0 

Lnmphanan, 
Towie, 

1  10    0 

10    0    0 
4    0    0 

Alves, 

3 '1 '  0 

10    0    0 

Ardclach, . 

1  18    0 

15    0    0 

Avoch, 

0  14    6 

6    0    0 

Killeaman, 

20    0    0 

Slilmorack, 

•    2  "ir  2 

17  18    4 

Urray, 

7  15    0 

15    0    0 

Kincardine, 

7  10    0 

Assynt,     . 

2"  6'  0 

20    0    0 

Helmsdale, 

8    0    0 

15.  0    0 

Lairgf 

4  10    0 

15    0    0 

Rogart,     , 

7  10    0 

Rosehall,  . 

17  10    0 

Strathy,    . 

1  12*  6 

14    0    0 

Tongue,    . 

2    0    0 

22  10    0 

Latheron, . 

4.  0    0 

12  10    0 

Reay, 

3    0    0 

20    0    0 

Thurso— First, . 

\ 

10    9    6 

15    0    0 

Bracadale, 

6  17    6» 

Duirinish, 

6*0'  0 

15    0    0 

Harris, 

15    0    0 

Kilmuir,    . 

1  "0   0 

20    0    0* 

Snizort,     . 

16    0 

20    0    0 

Back, 

4    5    0 

15    0    0 

Carloway, 

1    0    0 

20    0    0 

Stomoway, 

7    0    0 

25    0    0* 

Birsay, 

1  10    1 

15    0    0 

Erie  and  Rendall,     , 

4  12    0 

30    0    0 

Delting,     . 

1               i 

• 

0  16    0 

5    0    0 

Dunrossnew,     .        • 

1    5    0 

10    0    0 

WaUs 

1    0    0 

15    0    0 

« 

£300  18    9 

£1210    8    4 

1  Beaides  £25  from  McLaren  Fund  and  Grant.  *  Besides  £»  fh>m  M'Laren  Grant. 

*  Besides  $A  fh>m  M'Laren  Grant  «  Besides  £15  from  M'Laren  Grant 

•  Besides  £10  from  M'Laren  Grant 
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X — CongregcUions  and  StatiofUj  without  SchooU  attached,  that  contrHmtid 
NOTHING  to  the  Education  Fund, /or  year  endzd  ZXei  March  1876. 


Co^CKSOATIONaL 

Colinton  and  Cnnie. 

Honndwood. 

CoratorphiDe. 

Langton. 

£d  inbargh — Co  wgaie. 

Longformacos. 

Cowgatebead. 

Mordington. 

Knox's. 

Swinton. 

M*Cric 

Coldstream. 

Moray. 

Kcclea. 

Boxborgh. 

Gordon. 

St  Paulas. 

Kelso. 

Stockbridge. 

Makerstonn. 

Tron. 

MorebattlcL 

West  Port 

Kentbom. 

Tifdth— St  Jobn*s. 

Westratber. 

St  Ninian's. 

Tetbofan. 

Trinity. 

liberton. 

Castleton. 

Kewhaven. 

Crailing. 

Aberoom. 

Denbofan. 

Armadale. 

Hawick. 

Batbgate. 

Do.,     St  Andrew's. 

Bo'neaa. 

Do..      TerritoriaL 

Croftbead. 

Jedbmg^b. 

Grangemoatb. 

Wolflee. 

HartbiU. 

Bowden. 

Kirkliston. 

Galashiels. 

Idnlitbgow. 

Ladbope. 

Livingstone. 

Lander.         . 

Polmont 

Melrose. 

Slamannan. 

Selkirk. 

Torpbicben. 

St  BosweUi. 

UpbalL 

Stow. 

Wbitbom. 

Brougbton. 

Eodefecban. 

Colter. 

Jobnstone,  eta 

Kirknrd. 

KirkmicbacL 

Peebles. 

Kirkpatrick  Fleming. 

Skirling. 

Langholm. 

Cailops. 

Locbmaben. 

Cockenzie. 

Lockerbie. 

Cockpen. 

Moffiit 

Loanbead. 

Conock. 

Boslin. 

Dalbeattie. 

Cockbomspatb. 

Dalton. 

Dirleton. 

Dnmfriea. 

Ganrald. 

Do.,     TemtoiiaL 

Haddington— St  Jobn's. 

Dnnscore. 

Hnmbie. 

Glencaple. 

Innerwick. 

Irongray. 

Kirkbean. 

Salton  and  Bolton. 

Kirkmaboe. 

Tranent 

Kirkpatrick  Durham. 

Tester. 

Lochend,  etc. 

Allan  ton. 

Maxwelltown. 
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KathwelL 

Closebum. 

Glencaini. 

Penpont. 

Sanquhar. 

Caimryan. 

Glenluce. 

Inch. 

Kirkcolm. 

Kirkmaiden. 

Leawalt. 

Stoneykirk. 

Stranraer. 

Newton-Stewart 

Port- William. 

Sorbie. 

Wigtown. 

Anchencaim. 

Balmaghie. 

Castle-DouglaB. 

Tongland. 

Ayr. 

Do.  Wallacetown. 
Ballantrae. 
Barr. 
BarrhilL 
ColmonelL 
Crosahill. 
Dalmellington. 
Dalrymple. 
Ginran. 
Kirkoswald. 
Maybole. 
Monkton. 
New  Cumnock. 

Old  Cumnock. 

Ochiltree. 

Tarbolton. 

Ardroasan. 

Dairy. 

Fenwick. 

Hurlford. 

Kilbimie. 

Kilmarnock — Henderson, 
St.  Ajidrew*8. 

Kilmaurs. 

Kilwinning. 

Loudoun. 

Manchline. 

Muirkirk. 

Saltcoata—  Gaelic. 

Stevenston. 

Stewarton. 

Barrhead. 

Bridge  of  Weir. 

Houston. 

Inchinnan. 

Johnstone. 

liochwinnoch. 

Neilston. 


Paisley— Gaelic. 

Martyrs\ 

South. 

St.  George's. 
Pollockshaws^East 

West. 
Benfrew. 
Cumbraes. 
Erskine. 
Gourock. 
Greenock — Mount  Park. 

North. 

Wellpark. 
Inverkip. 
Largs. 

Port-Glasgow. 
Airdrie — ^BroomknolL 
BaiUieston. 
Bellshill. 
Blantyre. 
BothwelL 
Cambusnethan. 
ChapelhaU. 
Chapelton. 
DalzieL 
Greengairs. 

Hamilton — ^Bumbank. 
Holytown. 
Shotts. 
Stonehouse. 
Wishaw. 
Abington,  etc. 
Carluke. 
Camwath. 
Crossford. 
Douglas. 
Lesxnahagow. 
Alexandria. 
Arrochar. 
BonhilL 
Cardross. 

Dumbarton — ^North. 
Duntocher. 
Garelochhead. 
Killeam,  etc. 
Luss. 

Benton — Gaelic. 
Boseneath. 
Shandon. 
Strathblane. 
Bishopbriggs. 
Busby. 
Campsie. 
Cathcart. 
Chryston. 
Cumbernauld. 
Glasgow — ^Argyll 
Augustine. 
Barony. 
Blochaim. 
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Glasgow — Bridgegate. 

BridgetoD. 

Broomielaw. 

Camlachie. 

Campbell  Street 

Cowcaddena. 

Cuniiingliam. 

Dennistoaii. 

Duke  Street. 

Fairbairo. 

Gorbala. 

London  Boad 

Lyon  Street. 

Maitland. 

Martyrs*. 

M 'Donald. 

Milton. 

Paisley  Boad. 

Partick— High. 

PoUokshields. 

Qneen's  Park. 

St.  Andrew's. 

St.  Enoch's. 

St.  Lake's. 

St  Mark's. 

Trinity. 

Tron. 

Victoria. 

Whiteinch. 

Wynd. 
Crovan,  Gaelic. 

St  Mary's. 
HiUkead. 
KirkintiBoch— St  Andrew's. 

St  David's. 
Bathexglen. 
Ardrishaig. 

Inverary. 

Kilmartin,  etc., 

Kingarth. 

Lochfineside. 

Lochgilphead. 

North  Bate. 

Boihesay — Gaelic. 

Sandbai^ 

Soath  Kingarth. 

Strachar. 

Kilberry,  etc. 

Kilbride. 

KilcahnoneU. 

Killean. 

Kilmory. 

Lochsansa. 

Shiskan. 

Tarbert 

Whiting  Bay. 

Bowmore. 


Kilchoman. 

KiDarrow. 

Ardchattan. 

Glenorchy. 

Kilninver. 

Mackaim. 

Oban. 

Ardnamorcfaan. 

ColL 

lona  and  Boss. 

Strontian. 
Tobermoiy. 
Toroeay  and  Salen. 
AUoiH-West 
Alva. 

Bannockbom. 
Clackmannan. 
1>ollar. 
Larbert 
St  Ninian's. 
Stirling — ^Marykirk. 
TaBibody. 
Backlyvie. 
Dnnblane. 
Kilmadock.       ^ 
Kippen. 
Xoniestou. 
Tillioooltry. 
Anchteigaven. 
Blair-AthoU. 
Boxrelton. 
GargiU. 
Dalgaise,  etc 
Donkeld. 
KirkmichaeL 
Lethendy. 
Moolin. 
Ardeonaig. 
Fortingall. 
Glenlyon. 
Kenmorsb 
KiUin. 
Lawen. 
Logierait 
Tonunel  Bridge. 
Abemethy. 
Amgask. 
Enol. 
Kinfaons. 
Logiealmond. 
Methyen. 
Perth— Knox's. 
St  Stephen's. 
Pitcaimgreen. 
Aberathven. 
Anchterarder. 
Bnoo. 
Crieff. 
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Dniming. 
Madderty. 
Muthill. 
Dunfermline  — North. 

St.  Andrew's. 
Saline. 
Torrybam. 
TiiUiaUan. 
Cowdenbeath. 
Fosaoway. 
Kinross. 
Lassodie. 
OrweU. 
Portmoak. 
Strathmiglo. 
Bnckhaven. 
Burntisland. 
Dysart. 
Kinglassie. 
AbbotahalL 
Ihumikier. 
GalatowD. 
InyertieL 
Lochgelly. 
Auchtermuchty. 
Ceres. 
Falkland. 
Fliak  and  Creich. 
Kettle  and  Cults. 
Anstruther. 
Cambee. 
CraiL 
£Ue. 

Ferryport 
Largo. 
Lencbars. 
St  AndrewBw 
Strathkinness. 
AirHe. 
Alyth. 

Blairgowrie — South. 
Conpar- Angus. 
Glenisla. 
Meigle. 
Rattray. 
Aberlemno. 
Dunnichen. 
Forfar— First. 

East. 
Kinnettles^ 
Kirriemuir^-Korth. 

South. 
Memus. 

Abemyte  and  Rait. 
Brooghty-Ferry — East. 

West 
Bandee— Albert  Square. 

Bonnethill. 

Chalmers. 


M*Cheyne. 

St.  Andrews'. 

Wallacetown. 

Wellgato.  . 

WilUson. 
Lochee. 
Longforgan. 
Mains. 
Monifieth. 

Do.       South. 
Tealing. 
Brechin — East 

West 
EdzelL 
Lochlee. 
Maryton. 
Menmuir. 

Montrose — St  George's. 
Arbirlot. 
Arbroath — High  Street. 

Knox's. 
Barry. 
Friockheim. 
Inverkeillor. 
Benholm. 
Bervie, 
Fettercaim. 
Fordoun. 
Glenbervie. 
Elinneff. 
Marykirk. 
St.  Cyrus. 
Stonehaven. 
Aberdeen — Gaelic 

Gallowgate. 

Gilcomston. 

Greyfriars*. 

High. 

Holbom. 

John  Knox's. 

Mariners'. 

Melville. 

North. 

Old  Aberdeen. 

Rutherford. 

Ruthrieston. 

St.  Clement^s. 

West 
Belhelvie. 
Blackburn. 
Cults. 
Durris. 
Dyce. 

Kingswells. 
Marycnlter. 
Newhills. 
Peterculter. 
Torry. 
Aboyne. 
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Banchory-Teman. 

Botriphnie. 

Crathie. 

Gartly. 

Echt. 

Glass. 

Kincardine  0*NeiL 

Grange. 

Midmar. 

Keith. 

Strachan. 

Bothiemay. 

Tarland. 

Abemethy. 

Alfoid. 

Alvie. 

Anchindoir. 

Diithill. 

Xeigh  and  Tough. 

Kingussie,  etc. 

Kinnethmont. 

KirkmichaeL 

Rhynie. 

Boharm. 

Strathdon,  etc. 

Inverayon. 

Blairda£ 

Mortlach. 

Culsalmond. 

Elgin — High. 

Garioch. 

South. 

Inach. 

Garmouth. 

Inverurie. 

Hopeman. 

Kenmay. 

LoBsiemoath, 

Kintore. 

TJrqahart. 

Leslie  and  Fremnay. 

Dallas. 

Oyne. 

Dyke. 

Bayne. 

EdinkiUie. 

Ellon. 

Forres. 

Foveran. 

KinlosB. 

Methlic. 

Dariot. 

New  Machar. 

Dores  and  Bona. 

Old  Meldrum. 

Inyemess — East 

SlaioB. 

Queen  Street 

TJdny. 

West. 

Clola. 

KiltarUty. 

Fraserbnrgh. 

Kirkhill 

Longside. 

Moy. 

New  Aberdonr. 

Petty. 

New  Deer. 

Stratherrick. 

NewPiteligo. 

Ardersier. 

Peterhead. 

Auldearn. 

Do.      '  Territorial 

Cawdor. 

Pitaligo. 

Croy. 

Strichen. 

Nairn. 

St  Fergus. 

Cromarty. 

Anchterless. 

Fortroee. 

Dmmblade. 

BesoUs. 

Forglen. 

Alness. 

Forgue. 

DingwalL 

Fyvie. 

Fodderty,  eta 

Oamrie. 

Kilteam. 

Macdnff. 

Maryburgh. 

Monqahitter. 

StrathconaOi 

Banff. 

Urqnhart. 

Boyndie. 

Edderton. 

Backie. 

Feam. 

Cnllen. 

Inyergordon. 

Deskford. 

Kilmuir-Easter. 

Enrie. 

Logie-Easter. 

Ordiqnhill,  eto. 

Nigg. 

Portnockie. 

Bosskeen, 

Portsoy. 

Tain. 

BeUie. 

Tarbat. 
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Glyne. 

Port  William. 

Dornoch. 

Glen  Urquhart. 

OolBpie., 

'  Kilmalie. 

Stoer. 

Kilmoniyaig. 

Altnaharra. 

CarinSsh. 

DnrDess. 

North  Uist. 

Eddrachillit. 

Portree. 

Parr. 

Raasay. 

Kinlochbervie. 

Sleat. 

Melnets,  etc. 

South  Uist. 

Berriedale. 

Strath. 

Bower. 

Tarbert. 

Canisbay. 

Barvas. 

Dunnet. 

Knock. 

Halkirk. 

Lochs. 

Keiss. 

Uig. 

Lybster. 

Harray. 

Olrig. 

Holm. 

Pttltneytown. 

KirkwalL 

Watten, 

Orphir. 

Westerdale,  etc 

Papa-Westray. 

Coigach. 

Bousay. 

Gairloch. 

Sanday. 

Glenelg. 

St.  Andrews. 

GlenshieL 

S.  Bonaldshay. 

LochbroozD. 

Stromness. 

Lochcarron,                              ' 

Gonningsburgh. 

Plockton. 

Petlar. 

Poolewe. 

Lerwick. 

Shieldag. 

Unst. 

Ballacholiab. 

Weisdale. 

Fort  Augustus. 

Yell, 

Stat 

lOKS. 

Oranton  and  WardiCr 

Tyree. 

Mayfield. 

Airth. 

Blackridge. 

Gargunnock. 

Muiravon. 

Stman. 

Haddington — Knox's. 

Amulree. 

Boberton. 

Kelty. 

Durnsdeer. 

St.  Monanoe. 

New  Luce. 

Dundee— Dura  Street. 

Kitshill 

Wilson  Territorial 

Clelland. 

Newbyth. 

Whiiflet. 

Pordyce. 

Glasgow— BeU  Street. 

Strathglass. 

Buchanan  Memorial. 

Strathgarve, 

Eaglesham. 

Croick. 

St  Matthew's  Mission. 

Kildonan. 

Shettlestone, 

Wick— GaeUc 

Craignish. 

Kinlochewe. 

Lochgilphead. 

Arasaig. 

Carradale. 

Boreray  and  Bernera. 

Gigha. 

Small  Isles. 

Jura. 

St.  Kilda. 

Portnahaven. 

Sanday  Station. 

Kilcrennan. 

Stennis. 

Acharade. 

Westray. 

KiMniohen« 

Quarff, 

Morveo, 
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XI. — Minutes  adopted  by  the  Education  Committee  with  reference  to  the 
late  Principal  Lumsden  and  the  late  Dr.  Cumming. 

The  Committee  unanimously  resolve  to  record  their  deep  sense  of  the  great  loss 
which,  in  common  with  the  Church  at  large,  they  have  sustained  in  the  lamented 
death  of  Principal  Lumsden  of  Aberdeen. 

A  Member  of  Committee  almost  from  its  first  appointment/Dr.  Lumsden  has 
all  along  been  one  of  the  most  zealous,  wise,  and  able  promoters  of  the  Education 
Scheme  of  the  Church. 

During  the  many  vicissitudes  which  marked  its  earlier  history,  his  self-denying 
energy  and  active  interest  in  the  scheme  never  wavered.  The  Committee  grate- 
fully recall  the  readiness  with  which,  in  this  department,  his  valued  aid  was 
ever  at  the  call  of  the  Church,  and  the  reliance  ever  to  be  placed  upon  the  con- 
scientious diligence  with  which  whatever  work  he  undertook  was  sure  to  be 
X)erformed,  through  the  whole  course  of  his  connection  with  the  Committee,  as 
well  as  during  the  ten  years  in  which  hd  filled  the  office  of  Vice-Convener  ;  and 
in  particular,  his  recent  laborious  and  successful  efforts  in  connection  with  the 
local  arrangements  for  the  Normal  School  at  Aberdeen. 

Now  that  he  rests  from  his  abundant  labours^  it  may  be  emphatically  said  of 
Principal  Lumsden,  that  **  his  works  do  follow  him.*'  The  Committee  contem- 
plate with  gratitude  to  Grod  the  noble  example  of  self -forgetting  fidelity  in  all 
duty  which  he  has  left  behind  him,  and  which  already,  through  his  teaching 
and  influence  in  the  high  office  which  he  held,  there  is  good  reason  to  believe 
has  been  the  means  of  infusing  a  like  spirit  into  many  of  the  rising  ministry  of 
the  Church,  who  have  from  time  to  time  been  under  his  charge. 

The  Committee  direct  that  a  copy  of  this  minute  be  sent  to  the  relatives  of 
Principal  Lumsden,  together  with  an  expression  of  their  sinoerest  sympathy. 


The  attention  of  the  Education  Committee  having  been  called  to  the  fact  that 
since  their  last  meeting  Dr.  Ciunming  had  been  removed  by  the  hand  of  death, 
they  feel  it  to  be  a  duty  to  put  on  record  their  sense  of  the  greatness  of  the  loss 
they  have  sustained.  Born  in  this  city  in  the  beginning  of  the  century,  trained 
at  the  High  School  and  the  University,  ^e  devoted  his  life  to  the  cause  of  edaca- 
tion,  and  filled  with  honour  and  acceptance  the  several  important  positions  which 
he  was  successively  called  on  to  occupy.  For  twenty  -years  he  was  one  of  the 
masters  of  the  Edinburgh  Academy,  for  five  years  he  was  Rector  of  the  Glasgow 
Academy,  and  for  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  century  he  was  one  of  Her  Majesty's 
Inspectors  of  Schools  for  Scotland.  On  the  occasion  of  his  retirement  from  each 
of  these  positions,  he  received  permanent  memoriala  of  the  high  appredatioo  in 
which  he  was  held.  It  was  in  his  official  capacity  as  Inspector  of  the  Normal 
Schools  that  this  Committee  was  brought  into  close  and  frequent  contact  with 
him,  and  they  feel  it  a  great  satisfaction  to  have  it  in  their  power  to  express  that, 
during  the  whole  of  his  lengthened  period  of  service,  nothing  ever  oocnrred  to 
create  the  slightest  feeling  of  discomfort  While  he  secured  the  confidence  of 
the  Privy  Council  in  London,  he  won  the  estimation  of  all  the  members  of  this 
Committee.  As  Inspector  of  Schools,  he  was  known  to  all  the  miiuaters  and 
teachers  of  the  Church,  as  well  as  to  those  who  were  under  training,  and  where- 
ever  he  went  he  was  met  with  a  cordial  welcome ;  for,  while  he  waa  strict  in  the 
discharge  of  duty,  he  was  at  the  same  time  genial  in  his  whole  bearing  and 
deportment,  blending  courtesy  with  fidelity  as  few  have  done.  Hk  Tery  presence 
awakened  tiieir  confidence,  while  it  inspired  them  with  reverence.  Tbij  knew 
hia  learning,  they  felt  hia  kindness,  and  were  stimulated  to  exeeL  There  are 
many  in  all  parts  of  the  eouxitry  who  cherish  his  memory  with  waim  affection. 
On  his  retirement  from  the  inspectorship,  the  Chnrch  gladly  availed  henalf  of  the 
opportunity  of  naming  him  as  a  member  of  this  Committee,  and,  brief  Hiougb 
the  period  has  been,  ne  has  rendered  in  various  ways  most  valaalde  service. 
And  now  that  he  has  passed  away,  the  Committee  love  to  think  of  him,  not 
merely  as  an  eminent  scholar  and  distinguished  educationist,  but  as  a  man  of  high 
character,  sterling  worth,  unaffected  simplicity,  and  genuine  piety.  The  Com- 
mittee desire  to  express  their  heartfelt  sympathy  with  his  widow  and  family  in 
their  sore  bereavement. 
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COMMITTEE. 
1876-77. 


MINISTERS. 


Mr.  W.  NixoN. 

Dr.  Bboo. 

Mr.  Thos.  Brown. 

Dr.  W.  Frabes. 

Mr.  T.  Main. 

Dr.  Eldsr. 

Dr.  T.  M*Lauchlan. 

Principai*  Douglas. 

Mr.  Alex.  Rankin. 

Mr.  D.  F.  Arthur. 

Mr.  W.  Tasker. 

Mr.  Georqe  Philip. 

Mr.  Alexander  Mackenzie. 

Sir  H.  W.  Moncreiff. 

Dr.  T.  Smith. 

Mr.  WiLUAM  Cousin. 

Mr.  Arch.  Smellie. 

Mr.  FiNLAY  MTherson. 

Mr.  John  Laird. 


Mr.  J.  Miller,  Newton-on-Ayr. 

Mr.  John  Connell. 

Mr.  John  M*Ewan. 

Dr.  A.  R  Davidson. 

Mr.  J.  C.  Macphail. 

Mr.  Rw  G.  Balfour. 

Mr.  John  Thomson,  Leith. 

Professor  McGregor. 

Mr.  James  Dodds. 

Mr.  Peter  C.  Purves. 

Mr.  Alex.  Wilson. 

Mr.  James  Innes. 

Mr.  David  Simpson,  Laurencekirl^ 

Mr.  R.  C.  Smith. 

Mr.  Andrew  Melville. 

Mr.  Alex.  F.  Moir. 

Mr.  Jas.  Iverach. 

Mr.  George  Clazv. 

Mr.  John  Kay. 


BLDBRS. 


Mr.  Jambs  Wilson. 
Mr.  F.  Brown-Dougla& 
Mr.  John  Grbig. 
Mr.  William  Dickson. 
Mr.  W.  KiDfiTON. 
Mr.  Harry  Walker. 
Mr.  John  Gifford. 
Mr.  Charles  Cowan. 
Mr.  David  Dickson. 


Mr.  JosiAH  Livingstone.' 
Mr.  J.  M.  M'Candlish. 
Mr.  John  Maclaren. 
Mr.  Alex.  Thomson. 
Mr.  Wm.  Henderson. 
Mr.  Thomas  Methvsn. 
Mr.  Alex.  S.  Baird. 
Mr.  Robert  Brotchie. 
Mr.  James  Parlanb. 
Mr.  Robert  Lumsden. 


Mr.  Main,  Convener. 


c 


No.  III. 


^itt  €\inxt\i  a(  Srntlanb. 


i^ 


REPORT 


OF   THB 


HOME   MISSION   AND   CHURCH   EXTENSION 

COMMITTER 


MAY    1876. 


During  the  past  year  the  work  with  which  the  Committee  is  charged 
has  been  prosecuted  with  unabated  vigour.  That  work  is  of  a  very  varied 
and  extensive  kind.  It  embraces  several  departments  not  indeed  of  equal, 
bat  still  without  exception  of  great  importance.  From  the  arrangements 
made  by  the  Church  two  years  ago,  it  has  been  in  the  power  of  the  Com- 
mittee to  exercise  a  superintendence  ovw  all  these  departments  which 
was  not  possible  before.  Applications  for  new  grants,  and  for  the  con- 
tinuance of  old  ones,  have  been  carefally  considered,  and  while  a  good 
deal  yet  remains  to  be  done,  a  material  saving  has  in  certain  cases  been 
effected.  On  the  other  hand,  by  c<»Tespondence,  and  specially  by  personal 
visitation,  the  work  has  been  stimulated  and  extended,  placed  on  a  better 
footing,  and  carried  into  hitherto  nnoccnpied  fields.  The  operations  have 
latterly  had  to  be  restricted  in  one  direction,  &om  the  length  to  which  the 
expenditure  had  gone,  and  the  danger  there  was  of  incurring  liabilities 
which  the  funds  at  the  disposal  of  the  Committee  did  not  warrant.  With 
all  the  care  which  has  been  exercised,  the  outlay  of  the  year  has  greatly 
exceeded  the  income,  as  shown  in  the  Notes  attached  to  the  State  of 
Accounts  in  the  Appendix.  There  is  still  a  considerable  balance  at  the 
credit  of  the  Committee,  but  that  will  soon  disappear  if  the  members  of 
the  Church  do  not  increase  their  contributions ;  that  is,  on  the  supposition, 
which  it  is  surely  warrantable  to  make,  that  the  work  is  not  to  be 
curtailed,  but,  on  the  contrary,  extended  as  circumstances  may  require. 

While  much  has  been  done  for  which  devout  thankfulness  is  due  to 
God,  a  vast  deal  still  remains  to  be  overtaken.  There  are  very  many 
waste  places  yet  to  be  reclaimed.  Our  large  cities  continue  to  have 
their  thousands  and  tens  of  thousands  who  are  wholly  estranged  from  the 
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sanctuary  with  its  ordinances,  living  in  ignorance  and  immorality,  ibe 
prey  of  manifold  evils,  the  chief  of  them  being  that  intempefance  which  is 
our  greatest  national  vice  and  disgrace.  The  new  distribntion  of  the 
population  which  is  taking  place  by  the  removal  of  those  in  better  cir- 
cumstances from  the  heart  of  these  cities  to  suburban  and  country 
residences,  alike  tends  to  increase  the  destitution  in  the  old  districts 
abandoned,  the  poor  being  more  crowded  together  and  left  by  themselves, 
and  to  necessitate  the  work  of  Church  Extension  in  the  new  districts 
occupied,  that  the  inhabitants  there  may  be  supplied  with  the  neans  of 
grace  within  convenient  distances.  Vast  multitudes  have  gathered  into 
the  mining  and  manufacturing  fields,  and  this  process  is  going  on  con- 
stantly and  extensively.  These  people  are  brought  together  from  all 
quarters,  and  in  circumstances  fitted  to  have  a  most  deteriorating  influence 
in  moral  and  spiritual  respects.  The  large  mixture  of  depraved  and  reck- 
less characters,  the  excessive  number  of  public-houses,  the  Sabbath 
labour  carried  on  in  certain  works,  the  influx  of  Boman  Catholics, — tbese 
and  other  causes  produce  often  a  state  of  society  marked  by  the  most  alarm- 
ing and  revolting  features.  From  time  to  time  the  deeds  of  violence  com- 
mitted, the  fights,  assaults,  murders,  arrest  public  attention,  and  show 
how  far  corruption  has  proceeded.  And  in  the  country  at  large,,  even  id 
the  most  strictly  rural  parts  of  it,  there  is  a  process  of  decay  going  on 
which  may  well  excite  apprehension.  The  class  of  farm-flervants,  with 
many  individual  exceptions  of  course,  is  falling  more  and  more  away  from 
religious  principles  and  habits.  Testimony  to  this  painful  fact  is  borne 
from  many  quarters,  and  not  only  by  parties  connected  with  the  Free 
Church,  for  others  beyond  her  pale  are  making  a  similar  compliant. 

These  evils,  alas  f  so  many  and  so  great,  can  be  removed  only  by  those 
means  which  the  Committee  are  employing.  While  all  remedial 
measures,  intellectaal,  moral,  and  social,  should  be  hailed  and  supported, 
educational  agencies,  temperance  movements,  improved  dwellings,  savings 
banks,  and  such  like,  the  only  real  efiectual  cure  is  the  gospel  brought 
home  to  the  houses  and  the  hearts  of  the  people,  on  Sabbath-days  and 
week-days,  by  living  lovir>g  agents.  This  is  the  grand  instrument  to 
be  used,  and  when  blessed  by  God,  it  is  mighty  to  the  pulling  down  of 
all  the  strongholds  of  wickedness  in  individuals  and  communities.  .What 
is  Deeded  is  no  new  system  or  method,  but  the  old  prosecuted  m  wise 
adaptation  to  times  and  circumstances  with  far  more  untiring  energy  and 
with  far  more  unfaltering  faith.  It  is  simply  by  going  forward  that  we 
are  to  be  delivered  from  worse  hosts  than  those  of  Pharaoh,  and  are 
destined  to  reach  a  better  land  than  Canaan  with  all  its  rest  and  plenty. 

There  is  not  a  little  fitted  to  animate  Christ's  servants  and  people  to 
persevere  and  advance  in  this  field  of  labour.  A  signal  blessing  has 
attended  past  efforts,  notwithstanding  their  feebleness  and  manifold 
defects.  Large  additions  have  been  made  to  the  Church  in  the  shape 
of  congregations  gathered  and  nurtured  by  the  agencies  which  are 
dependent  for  their  existence  and  continuance  on  this  Committee,  and 
some  of  these  Mission-congregations  are  among  the  most  numerous,  useful, 
and  exemplary  anywhere  to  be  found.  The  light  is  shining  in  not  a  few 
places,  and  guiding  the  feet  of  many  a  wanderer  into  the  ways  of  peace, 
where  formerly  the  night  of  spiritual  death  spread  in  unrelieved  starless 
darkness.  Hundreds,  thousands  havQ.  been  reclaimed  from  ignorance, 
indifference,  immorality,  and,  from  being  beyond  the  pale  of  ordinanceSi 
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are  now  intelligeDt,  devout,  honoured  members  of  the  Christian  Church. 
The  Lord  only  knows  the  hearts  of  men,  but  great  numbers  are  giving 
what  seems  to  be  decisive  evidence  of  having  passed  from  death  unto  life,  of 
having  become  new  creatures  in  Christ  Jesus.  The  work  has  beea 
largely  owned  and  advanced  by  the  recent  outpouring  of  the  Spirit  in 
various  quarters,  and  the  judgment  day  alone  can  declare  how  many,  both 
of  the  old  and  young,  will  have  to  praise  God  to  all  eternity,  for  the 
good  received  through  the  agents  and  operations  of  this  Home  Mission 
Scheme. 

The  Committee  will  now  give  a  more  detailed  account  of  the  year's 
work  in  its  several  departments,,  adhering  as  far  as  possible  to  the  order 
followed  in  last  annual  Beport. 


L—CHURCH  EXTENSION  STATIONS  AND  CHARGES. 

1.  Stations, — The  previous  year  these  stations  numbered  tkirty-siz  ;  at 
the  close  of  the  year  now  ended  there  were  thirty-two.  Six  were  sanctioned 
as  ministerial  charges  by  last  Assembly  :: — Baillieston,  Suckbaven, 
GalatowD,  New  Aberdour,.  Ormiston,.  South  Ronaldshay  ;  three  were 
added  more  recently,  Bivnie,  Presbytery  of  Elgin,  Braehead,.  and  Cleland, 
Presbytery  of  Hamilton ;  and  one  has  been  transferred  to  the  Miners' 
Mission-class.  The  difference  is  thus  explained :  Of  those  now  on  the 
list  five  are  applying  to  this  Assenfbly  for  sanction,,  namely^  Bank, 
Presbytery  of  Ayr,  Gran  ton  and  Wardie,.  Presbytery  of  Edinburgh, 
Shettleston,  Presbytery  of  Glasgow,  Kelty,  Presbytery  of  Kinross, 
Sanday,  Presbytery  of  Orkney.  In  addition  to  these  stations  there 
are  some  which  receive  no  grants,  being  able  to  maintain  ordinances 
themselves,  as  Mayfield,  Edinburgh,  Great  Western  Road,  Glasgow, 
and  Stornoway.  The  sum  required  for  the  support  of  the  whole  is 
£1085,  being  £100  less  than  the  former  year.  A  considerable  number 
of  them  have  been  visited  by  Dr.  Adam„  some  of  them  repeatedly,  and  it 
is  expected  that  all  not  yet  overtaken  will  be  so  between  the  present  and 
next  Assembly.  In  several  of  them  very  great  progress  has  recently  been 
made.  Of  this  advancing  and  specially  hopeful  class,,  Shettleston,  Kelty, 
Granton  and  Wardie,  and  New  ton -Grange,  may  be  mentioned  as  most  favour- 
able specimens.  The  steadfastness  with  which  the  people  have  adhered 
to  their  principles  in  connection  with  not  a  few  of  these  stations  is  worthy 
of  all  praise.  They  have  been  without  the  stimulus  and  support  of 
numbers ;  they  have  often  met  with  opposition  from  those  of  a  different 
communion,  and  sometimes  with  coldness  and  neglect  from  those  of  their 
own ;  they  have  not  had  the  benefit  and  bond  of  a  stated  ministry,  but 
have  been  subjected  to  frequent  changes  and  irregular  supplies ;  they  have 
laboured  under  manifold  disadvantages  and  discouragements,  and  yet  they 
have  not  been  shaken  in  their  allegiance.  Doubtless  very  many  have  been 
actuated  by  a  spirit  of  loyal  obedience  to  the  King  of  Zion,  and  have 
been  amply  rewarded  by  His  gracious  presence  and  fellowship  iu  their 
humble  sanctuaries.  Where  two  or  three  are  gathered  together  in  His 
name,  there  He  has  promised  to  be  in  the  midst  of  them  ;  and  how  often 
has  a  far  larger  blessing  descended  on  their  little  assemblies  than  on  the 
most  crowded  congregations. 
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The  Committee  desire  to  call  the  special  attention  of  the  Assembly  to 
one  of  the  Stations,  that  of  Knox's  Church,  Haddington.  The  Assembly 
of  1873  adopted  the  following  deliverance : — "  The  Assembly  took  np  the 
Beport  of  the  Committee  on  the  Eeference  from  the  Presbytery  of 
Haddington  and  Dnnbar,  in  the  case  of  Knox's  Ghnrch,  Haddington,  and 
in  accordance  therewith  the  Assembly,  on  account  of  the  diminished 
number  and  resources  of  the  Congregation,  and  other  circumstances  of  the 
case,  discontinue  Knox's  Church  as  a  pastoral  charge,  and  erect  it  into 
a  Station,  under  the  charge  of  the  Presbytery  of  Haddington  and 
Punbar."  It  has  been  supposed  by  some  parties  that  the  Station  thus 
occupies  an  exceptional  and  privileged  position,  having  the  special 
sanction  of  the  General  Assembly,  and  the  Committee  feel  it  to  be  desir- 
able that  all  doubts  on  the  subject  should  be  removed,  and  the  Station 
declared  to  stand  on  precisely  the  same  footing,  and  with  only  the  same 
rights,  as  all  the  others  in  receipt  of  grants  from  the  Church's  fiinds. 

2.  Charges, — The  number  last  year  was  37,  this  year  it  is  38.  Five  were 
put  on  the  Platform  of  the  Equal  Dividend  by  last  Assembly — Abington, 
Kemnay,  Lochend  and  New  Abbey,  Ehynie,  Strathdon.  Six  were  added 
to  the  Jist,  having  become  sanctioned  charges  by  the  decision  of  the  same 
Assembly  as  has  already  been  mentioned  under  the  head  of  Stations. 
Congregations  of  this  class  enjoy  grants  of  £40  for  the  first-  three  years 
from  the  time  of  the  minister's  settlement,  which  grants  are  afterwards 
reduced  by  £5  annually  until  they  are  extinguished.  The  sum  expended 
on  them  has  been  £976,  15s.  A  large  proportion  of  them  are  doing  a 
good  work  and  making  steady  progress.  They  are  not  forgetting  their 
character  and  position  as  Home  Mission  and  Church  Extension  Charges, 
but  on  the  contrary  are  amply  vindicating  the  action  of  the  Assembly 
in  giving  them  the  assistance  from  this  fund  which  they  now  enjoy,  and 
holding  out  to  them  the  prospect  of  the  higher  position  to  which  in  due 
order  they  will  be  raised. 


II.— TERRITORIAL  MISSIONS  AND  CONGREGATIONS. 

1.  Missions, — ^These  have  been  reduced  from  10  to  5.  This  diminu- 
tion has  arisen  from  three  of  them  having  been  sanctioned  at  last 
Assembly,  viz. : — Blochairn,  East  Bridgeton,  and  Rose  Street,  all  in  the 
Presbytery  of  Glasgow,  and  other  three  of  them  having  been  placed  on 
a  different  footing,  Calton,  Glasgow,  Middle  Church,  and  St  Andrew's, 
Greenock ;  while  one  has  been  added,  Oatlands,  Glasgow.  The  maximum 
grant  is  £80  a  year,  and  they  cost  the  Committee  the  sum  of  £400. 
With  a  single  exception  they  are  applying  to  the  present  Assembly  for 
sanction'  as  fnll  ministerial  charges.  Dura  Street,  Dundee,  is  in  a  most 
promising  condition.  A  handsome  church  is  in  course  of  erection,  and 
there  is  no  doubt  that  it  will  from  the  outset  take  its  place  as  an  important 
self-supporting  congregation.  Oatlands,  the  last  admitted  to  the  class, 
is  presided  over  by  the  Rev.  A.  C.  Fullarton,  late  of  Grantown,  and  under 
him  it  is  making  rapid  and  most  gratifying  progress.  An  iron  church, 
which  was  planted  in  the  district  by  the  Glasgow  Free  Church  Building 
Society,  is  already  well  filled.  The  permanent  structure  is  to  be  named 
in  honour  of  the  lamented  Dr.  Buchanan,  and  already  measures  are  being 
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taken  for  its  erection.     The  site  has  been  presented  to  the  congregation 
by  three  Glasgow  gentlemen  at  an  expense  of  £1716. 

2.  CongregaUons, — These  nnmber  21,  being  one  more  than  in  the 
previous  year.  Four  were  removed  from  the  list  by  having  been  placed 
on  the  Platform  of  the  Equal  Dividend  by  last  Assembly — Dumfries  Terri- 
torial ;  Aberdeen,  Gallowgate ;  M'Cheyne  Memorial,  Dundee ;  and  East 
Miller  Street,  Glasgow ;  ^ve  were  added  by  receiving  sanction — Blochairn, 
Rose  Street,  Fairbaim,  North  Woodside,  and  Pollokshields,  all  in  Ihe 
Presbytery  of  Glasgow.  They  cost  the  Committee  in  grants  £1956,  13s. 
4d.,  being  an  increase  of  fully  £400  on  the  former  year.  This  increase 
is  owing  to  the  heavy  addition  which  was  made  by  last  Assembly  to  the 
nnmber  receiving  the  special  grants  of  £200  annually,  and,  indeed,  the 
whole  effect  of  it  is  not  yet  felt  from  the  circumstance  that  the  settlement 
of  more  than  one  of  the  ministers  did  not  take  place  until  recently.  It 
is  to  be  mentioned  to  the  credit  of  the  new  Pollokshields  congregation, 
which  was  entitled  to  receive  one  of  these  larger  grants,  that  it  has 
resolved  to  dispense  with  it  entirely,  and  from  the  first  be  no  burden  on 
the  funds  of  this  Committee.  It  is  earnestly  to  be  hoped  that  others  will 
as  soon  as  possible  follow  this  good  example,  and  thus  ease  the  pressure 
which  has  resulted  from  the  liberal  action  of  last  Assembly.  Were  the 
means  more  adequately  supplied,  the  expenditure  would  neither  cause 
apprehension  nor  call  for  vindication,  since  the  need  which  exists  for  this 
class  of  Territorial  congregations  is  most  urgent,  and  the  work  done  by 
them  is  of  incalculable  importance.  Ministers  of  ability  and  experience 
are  required  to  deal  effectively  with  the  overgrown  and  often  lapsed 
population  of  our  large  cities,  and  these  cannot  be  expected  to  leave 
regular  charges  and  settled  incomes  without  having  a  reasonable  amount 
of  support  secured  to  them  while  engaged  in  the  laborious  and  trying 
task  of  gathering  a  flock  from  the  spiritual  desert  around. 


III.— CONGREGATIONAL  MISSIONS. 

1.  Those  conducted  by  StuderUs,  Of  these  there  are  54,  about  the 
same  number  as  in  the  preceding  year.  The  grants  are  at  the  rate  of 
£30,  an  equal  sum  being  contributed  by  the  congregation  in  connection 
with  which  the  student  is  employed.  The  salaries  are  larger  in  summer 
and  les0  in  winter,  as  the  wodk  is  more  limited  during  the  latter  part  of 
the  year  to  admit  of  a  due  amount  of  time  and  attention  being  given  to 
College  studies.  Good  service  is  thus  done  in  many  a  necessitous  district, 
while  the  youthful  labourers  are  profited  themselves  by  undergoing  a 
most  valuable  training  for  future  usefulness  in  the  Church,  Not  a  few 
are  by  this  means  enabled  to  support  themselves,  and  continue  their 
course  of  preparation  for  the  ministry,  which  they  would  otherwise  have 
to  abandon. 

2.  Those  carried  on  by  Probationers  and  CatechisU.  There  are  33 
of  these,  within  one  of  the  former  year's  number.  The  annual  schedules 
show  that  most  valuable  work  is  done  by  these  agents  of  both  classes, 
though  the  results  as  regards  additions  to  the  membership  of  the  Church 
are  far  from  being  in  many  cases  what  might  be  expected.  Congregations 
would  derive  a  larger  benefit  from  such  missions  did  they  take  a  more 
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lively  and  active  interest  in  the  carrying  of  them  on,  did  they,  instead  of 
standing  aloof  as  they  often  do,  give  their  hearty  personal  co-operation. 

This  particular  class  of  missions  was  originated  in  1868,  when  the 
plan  of  conducting  them  was  fally  laid  down,  and  detailed  regulations 
regarding  them  were  sanctioned  by  the  Assembly.  It  was  agreed  that 
a  sum  not  above  £500  a  year  should  be  devoted  to  their  support.  In 
1873,  it  was  raised  to  £1250.  This  year  the  amount  expended,  inclusive 
of  the  students'  grants,  has  mounted  up  to  £2468,  5s.  8d.  It  was  strongly 
felt  by  the  Committee  that  the  outlay  was  going  so  far  beyond  the  limit 
prescribed,  and  was  so  much  out  of  proportion  to  the  whole  fund  and  to 
the  expenditure  on  other  branches,  that  it  was  necessary  to  decline 
several  applications  and  wait  until  vacancies  in  the  existing  list  occurred, 
or  larger  means  were  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Committee.  Consider- 
ing that  many  of  the  congregations  enjoying  these  grants  are  strtHig  in 
numbers  and  resources,  it  may  reasonably  be  suggested  whether  they 
might  not  entertain  the  question  of  supporting  their  missions  themselveSi 
and  so  allow  weaker  and  poorer  congregations  to  obtain  the  assistance 
which  they  often  greatly  need.  More  might  and  should  be  done  in  this 
direction,  without  entailing  any  undue  burden  on  the  parties  concerned, 
often  with  a  positive  advantage,  for  the  interest  then  taken  in  the  work 
might  be  all  the  greater,  and  the  superintendence  exercised  over  it  all 
the  more  yigilant. 

IV.— LAY  EVANGELISTS. 

Four  of  these  are  in  the  service  of  the  Church,  Messrs.  Binnie,  Miller, 
Steven,  and  Peden.  It  was  found  necessary  to  frame  more  definite 
regulations  for  their  employment,  and  also  to  improve  somewhat  their 
income  and  prospects.  The  arrangements  adopted  by  the  Committee  in 
these  respects  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix  to  this  Report.  Since  last 
Assembly  they  have  laboured  in  the  following  places : — Messrs.  Binnie 
and  Miller  together  in  the  Presbyteries  of  Breadalbane,  Qarioch,  Kincar- 
dine O'Neil,  and  at  Crossbill,  Ayrshire ;  Mr.  Binnie  by  himself  at  Billhead, 
Glasgow;  Holbum,  Aberdeen;  Mr.  Miller  by  himself  at  Holytown, 
Partick;  Pitlochrie;  and  Blair  Athole.  Mr.  Steven  has  been  engaged  at 
Whitburn,  Armadale,  Harthill,  Slamannan,  Uphall,  Eilliemore,  Eenmore, 
Tyndrum,  Troon,  Cornhill,  Skene,  Newbyth  ;  Mr.  Peden  at  Gallowgate, 
Aberdeen;  New  hills,  Woodside,  Echt,  Whifflet,  Banchory-Devenick, 
Laurencekirk,  Keith,  Fogo  Muir,  and  Langton.  Numerous  testimonies 
have  been  received  as  to  the  manner  in  which  their  services  have  been 
appreciated,  and  the  benefit  derived  from  them  by  many  persons  in  the 
localities  visited.  Let  a  single  specimen  here  suffice.  In  the  Annual 
Beport  submitted  lately  to  one  of  the  Glasgow  congregations,  the  foll(^ng 
statement  is  made  with  reference  to  their  Mission  Church  and  district : — 
*'For  two  weeks  special  evangelistic  services  were  conducted  by  an 
Evangelist  appointed  by  the  Home  Mission  Committee  of  the  Free  Church. 
These  services  seem  to  have  been  greatly  blessed,  and  to  have  been  the 
means  of  awakening  many,  and  of  adding  several  to  the  fellowship  ^f  the 
Church."  It  is  matter  of  regret  that  the  applications  for  their  assistance 
have  been  less  numerous  of  late  than  formerly.  This  probaUy  arises 
from  things  returning  to  the  more  ordiniary  channels  aftw  a  season  of 
wide-spread  religious  revival  with  its  special  agencies  and  e£Forts.    In  some 
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respects,  this  isBCftrcely  to  be  disapproved  of  or  wondered  at,  but  in  others 
it  may  well  awaken  inqniry  and  fear  lest  there  should  be  a  sinking  down 
into  old  indifference  and  routine.  Believing  that  the  lay  brethren 
engaged  by  the  Church  are  every  way  reliable  in  their  character  and 
teaching,  and  that  they  are  fitted  to  be  highly  -useful  both  in  congrega- 
tions and  among  those  without,  it  is  hoped  that  ministers  and  others  will 
largely  invite  their  co-operation.  While  certain  terms  have  been  laid  down 
by  the  Committee,  they  are  always  ready  to  relax  these  when  those 
wishing  such  help  are  not  able  to  bear  their  full  share  or  even  any  part 
of  the  expense,  so  that  the  poorest  districts  may  freely  apply  for  an 
evangelistic  labourer,  and  every  effort  will  be  made  to  comply  with  their 
request. 

v.— EVANGELISTIC  DEFUTIES. 

Deputies  were  sent  forth  during  the  last  summer  and  autumn  to  the 
following  places: — 

Dundee,  Chalmers'  Church.  Peterhead.  Bo'ness. 

Wiahaw.  Harthill.  Oaldey. 

MotiierwelL  Addiewell.  Forfar,  East  Church. 

Coatbridge^  BaOlieston,  Whifflet,  etc 

Twenty  ministers  gave  their  services  to  the  Committee.  In  some 
districts  arrangements  were  made  by  local  parties  for  carrying  on  such 
evflTDgelistic  work,  help  being  given  in  the  matter  of  expense.  Journals 
were  kept  by  the  deputies,  and  they  contain  not  a  few  instructive  and 
interesting  details.  In  several  of  them  strong  testimony  is  borne  to  the 
value  of  out-door  preaching.  The  remark  also  is  common  that  the 
ministers  employed  felt  much  comfort  and  derived  much  benefit  themselves. 
A  specimen  of  a  single  week's  labour  of  one  engaged  was  given  in  the 
Missionary  Record  for  February.  A  quotation  of  a  more  general,  but 
most  encouraging  kind,  must  here  suffice : — *^  The  evangelistic  operations 
now  concluded,  says  the  deputy  to  Chalmers'  Church,  Dundee,  have  in 
results  much  exceeded  our  expectations.  The  unsettled  condition  of  the 
working  population  of  Dundee  just  now  has  proved  a  great  hindrance  to 
the  work,  especially  to  any  effective  visitation^  yet  notwithstanding  this 
drawback,  the  meetings  have  been  large,  have  steadily  increased,  and  the 
impression  has  deepened  every  night.  God's  own  people  have  been 
revived  ;  a  considerable  number  have  been  impressed ;  and  of  these,  a  few 
have,  we  trust,  been  really  converted.  The  hearty  sympathy  of  the 
minister,  the  missionary,  and  of  a  considerable  number  of  the  congrega- 
tion, has  been  all  that  could  be  desired."^ 

It  has  been  matter  of  regret  that  this  department  of  the  scheme  has 
not  been  so  fully  and  satisfactorily  prosecuted  as  it  was  some  years  ago. 
Not  a  few  ministers,  whose  qualifications  for  the  work  are  the  highest,  and 
whose  services  the  Committee  were  anxious  to  secure,  have  declined  the 
most  urgent  invitations  to  engage  in  it  as  now  conducted,  and  great  diffi- 
culty has  been  experienced,  first,  in  making  suitable  arrangements,  and 
then  in  carrying  them  out  with  regularity.  There  have  been  many 
disappointments  and  failures.  The  necessity  of  some  change  has  been 
generally  and  strongly  felt.  The  proposal  to  have  a  number  of  ordained 
evangelists,  ministers  in  full  standing,  entirely  devoted  to  Home 
Mission  effort,  was  made  in  certain  overtures  to  Inst  General  Assembly, 
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and  the  whole  subject  was  remitted  by  the  Supreme  Court  to  this  Com- 
mittee for  its  best  consideratioD.  The  result  of  their  deliberations  is 
presented  in  a  separate  report,  and  there  a  plan  is  sketched  and  recom- 
mended,  which  it  is  believed  would  prove  much  more  effective  than  that 
now  in  operation,  without  going  anything  like  the  length  of  the  measure 
suggested  in  the  overtures.  Whatever  the  way  in  which  it  may  be 
carried  on,  this  department  of  the  Churches  work  must  not  be  abandoned 
or  curtailed,  and  the  design  of  any  modification  of  former  methods  intro- 
duced should  be  to  render  it  more  powerful  and  productive. 

VI.— MINING  DISTRICTS  MISSION. 

This  branch  of  the  Home  Mission  Scheme  dates  from  a  very  recent 
period.  It  was  adopted  by  the  Assembly  of  1873,  and  it  did  not  come 
into  anything  like  full  operation  until  some  time  afterwards.  No  one 
was  so  largely  instrumental  in  its  origination  as  T.  M.  Mure,  Esq.  of 
Perceton,  whose  premature  death  by  the  lamentable  railway  accident  at 
Abbots- Bipton  has  excited  such  general  and  deep  sorrow.  Living  in  a 
part  of  the  country  where  a  large  mining  population  is  located,  he  bad 
special  opportunities  of  becoming  acquainted  with  the  spiritual  wants  of 
this  class,  and  .his  loving  Christian  heart  was  stirred  in  its  behalf.  He 
waited  on  Dr.  Wilson,  then  convener  of  the  Home  Mission  Committee, 
spoke  to  him  earnestly  on  the  subject,  and  gave  him  information  as  to  the 
religious  destitution  of  miners.  It  was  suggested  by  Dr.  Wilson  that  he 
should  go  on  gleaning  statistics,  and  endeavouring  to  raise  subscriptions 
for  the  purpose,  as  the  Home  Mission  Fund  did  not  admit  of  an  additional 
burden.  He  did  both,  and  was  of  the  |;reatest  service  in  arousing  public 
attention  to  the  state  of  matters,  and  familiarising  people's  minds  with  the 
idea  of  a  special  scheme,  and  of  contributions  for  its  support.  He  has 
been  suddenly  called'  away,  but  in  this,  and  other  ways,  though  dead,  he 
yet  speaketh. 

The  original  proposal  was  to  raise  £30,000  for  the  purposes  of  such  a 
Mission,  but  only  about  the  half  of  that  sum  was  actually  subscribed. 
This  has  rendered  it  impossible  to  carry  on  as  extensive  operations  as 
were  once  contemplated,  but  still  a  good  deal  has  been  done,  and  with 
very  gratifying  results.  The  nature  of  the  work  in  its  various  depart- 
ments will  appear  from  the  following  statement : — 

1.  Iron  Churches, — Of  these  there  are  five,  and  they  have  been  planted 


Bank,  New  Cumnock.        Whifflet.  AddiewelL 

'BaiUieston.  Newton-Grange. 

The  one  at  Addiewell  was  the  gift  of  the  Barclay  congregation,  Edin- 
burgh, and  that  at  Baillieston  was  presented  by  the  Sabbath-school 
children  of  the  Church.  The  others  were  erected  by  the  Committee,  and 
at  their  expense.  The  work  in  connection  with  them  all  is  prospering. 
At  Bank  a  considerable  congregation  has  been  gathered,  which  is  apply- 
ing to  this  Assembly  for  sanction.  Baillieston  is  alreiMly  a  ministerial 
charge,  and,  under  Mr.  White,  recently  settled,  it  is  growing  up  into 
strength  and  extending  its  influence  in  the  district.  Much  spiritual  fruit 
has  there  been  reaped.  Newton-Grange  is  making  most  hopeful  progresSi 
as  will  afterwards  appear,  and  the  same  may  be  said  of  the  other  two, 
Whifflet  and  Addiewell. 
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2.  Churches, — Grants  at  the  rate  of  10s.  per  sitting,  and  amounting 
In  all  to  nearly  £1100,  have  been  made  to  aid  in  the  erection  of  new  per- 
manent churches  at — 

Coatbridge,  Wishaw,  Greengairs, 

and  a  snm  of  upwards  of  £250  has  been  voted  to  assist  in  the  enlargement 
and  improvement  of  the  previously-existing  churches  at — 

Harthil],  Shotts,  and  Kelty. 

Some  of  these  congregations  owe  their  origin  to  this  scheme,  and  had  it 
effected  nothing  more  than  planting  a  faithful  ministry,  with  all  needful 
appliances,  in  places  like  Oreengairs  and  Wishaw,  it  would  have  done  a 
work  worthy  of  all  the  labour  and  expense  incurred.  Not  only  is  the 
progress  very  satisfactory  as  regards  numbers  and  finances,  but  there  is 
every  reason  to  believe  that  many  souls  have  been  brought  into  the  king- 
dom. Bellshill  is  now  applying  for  a  similar  grant,  and  other  demands 
of  a  like  kind  will  soon  be  made  on  the  funds  of  the  Committee. 

3.  Manses. — Grants  of  £100  have  been  made  to  aid  in  the  building  of 

manses  at — 

Lassodie.  Forth  and  Wilsontown. 

Hillhead,  near  Glasgow.  Gorebridge. 

While  resolved  to  devote  no  more  of  their  funds  to  this  purpose  thaii  was 
absolutely  necessary,  the  Committee  felt  that  these  cases  were  all  of  a 
most  pressing  kind,  and  that  without  suitable  houses,  which  could  not  be 
otherwise  obtained,  the  ministers  were  not  in  a  position  to  discbarge 
tbeir  spiritual  duties  with  comfort  and  efficiency.  Gorebridge  may  be 
taken  as  an  example.  In  pleading  for  help  the  Deacons'  Court  say,  and 
their  statement  is  thoroughly  corroborated : — 

*'The  district  in  the  centre  of  which  their  church  is  planted  is  a  mining  one, 
with  a  population  of  nearly  2500  people,  one-half  of  whom,  it  is  calculated,  live 
in  total  neglect  of  the  ordinances  of  religion.  The  congregation  consists  excln- 
Bively  of  the  labouring  classes,  and  has  largely  increased  under  the  efforts  of  our 
present  minister,  Mr.  Macalpine,  there  being  no  fewer  than  90  added  to  the 
memhership  within  the  past  two  years.  Since  his  settlement  among  us  two 
years  ago,  he  has  been  subjected  to  many  and  great  inconveniences,  which  he  has 
patiently  borne.  The  house  which  he  rents  is  small,  damp,  exposed^  and  quite 
unfit  for  a  minister's  residence  ;  and  there  being  no  suitable  house  in  the  locality, 
a  manse  becomes  a  pressing  and  absolute  necessity.  The  minimum  snm  required 
ifl  £800,  of  which  one-half  has  been  obtained,  and  in  order  to  secure  the  other 
half,  the  congregation,  having  been  since  canvassed  and  done  their  very  utmost, 
are  under  the  necessity  of  appealing  for  aid." 

4.  Halls. — Grants  amounting  to  about  j£150  have  been  voted  by  the 

Western  Committee  to  assist  in  the  erection  of  halls  for  mission  purposes 

at— 

Cleland,  and  Tollcross, 

where  great  need  was  shown  to  exist  for  such  accommodation. 

5.  Ministers. — ^The  scheme  from  its  commencement  was  meant,  among 
other  objects,  to  supplement  the  stipends  of  the  ministers  of  new  charges 
in  the  mining  districts  where  the  congregations  were  poor  and  unable  to 
provide  suitable  incomes.  Grants  have  been  made  for  two  or  three  years 
to  the  ministers  of  the  following  charges : — 

Greengairs.  Oofthead.  Wishaw. 

West  Calder.  Bailliestou. 
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6.  Missionaries,  —  Grants  have  been  given  for  the  support  of  missionaries 
in  whole  or  in  addition  to  the  ordinary  allowances  from  the  Home  Mission 
funds  at  the  following  places  : — 

Old  Camnock.  Cockpen.  Newton-Grange. 

Portobello,  for  Niddrie.  Muirkirk.  Addiewell. 

Tranent.  Braehead.  Gorebridge. 

Whifflet.  Chryston.  East  Wemyss. 

Bank,  New  Cumnock.  Cleland.  Bombank,  Hamilton. 

Details  of  the  work  at  these  places  might  be  presented,  bat  one 
specimen  must  suffice.  Newton- Orange  has  been  already  referred  to,  and 
we  here  give  a  portion  of  the  annual  Beport  by  a  Committee  of  the  Session 
of  Dalkeith  congregation — 

"  In  presenting  their  Beport  for  the  past  year,  the  Committee  feel  that  they 
have  much  reason  for  thankfulness  and  encouragement. ' 

''1.  Mr.  Burley  states  that  the  Iran  Ckurck,  holding  over  200,  nay  be  said  to 
have  been  filled  eveiy  Sabbath  eveniog  (except  a  few  nights  in  the  height  of 
summer)  at  the  ordinary  service  at  6.30.  It  has  repeatedly  been  crowded, 
as  members  of  the  Committee  present  can  testify ;  and  the  amount  of  interest,  and 
often  solemnity,  manifest  in  the  congregation  has  been  most  encouraging.  At  the 
request  of  a  number  of  the  people  themselves,  and  after  holding  a  conference 
with  them  on  the  subject,  at  which  there  was  a  very  hearty  and  nnanimoas  ex- 
pression of  opinion,  it  was  agreed  to  have  in  addition  a  forenoon  service.  This 
was  begun  on  the  first  Sabbath  of  January,  at  11.30.  The  attendance^ 
although,  as  was  to  be  expected,  much  smaller  than  in  the  evening — has  beea 
hopeful,  and  up  to  the  present  date  (January  3 1st),  appears  to  be  steadily  increas- 
ing. 

*'  2.  A  series  of  evangelistic  meetings  was  held  in  November,  conducted  by  the 
Rev.  D.  Bametson,  of  Roslin,  and  a  respected  elder  of  the  Church,  James  Balfonr, 
Esq.,  W.S.,  who  came  out  night  after  night  for  more  than  a  week  from  Edinburgh, 
refusing  all  recompense  but  what  he  found  in  the  work  itself.  To  both  of  these 
gentlemen  the  Committee  feel  their  warmest  thanks  are  due.  A  manifest  blessing, 
as  formerly,  accompanied  these  special  services. 

"3.  The  service  for  the  young  every  *Sabbath  forenoon  in  Iron  Chnrch  has 
maintained  an  average  attendance  throughout  the  year  of  about  100.  Ten 
teachers  from  district,  including  superintendent.  This  now  (January  1876) 
turned  into  regulat  Sabbath -school,  meeting  from  10  to  11. 

"4.  Bible  classes  for  young  men  and  women.  Mr.  Bnrley  rei>orts  average 
attendance  twenty-five  to  thirty,  mostly  young  men. 

"  5.  Weekly  prayer-meeting  on  Wednraday  evenings,  well  attended.  Several 
belonging  to  district  take  part  in  prayer. 

'*6.  Mothers'*  meeting  begun  last  spring,  on  Tuesday  aftemoons,  by  Mrs. 
Robert  Miishet,  Glenarch,  has  been  continued  weekly.  Attendance  and  interest 
encouraging.  Mrs.  Mushet's  kindness  seems  greatly  appreciated  in  district 
Between  thirty  and  forty  on  rolL 

"  7.  Cottage  meetings  held  fortnightly  in  Easthouses,  and  from  time  to  time 
in  other  parts  of  district 

*'  8.  Regular  house-to-house  visitation. 

'*  The  Committee  have  much  pleasure  in  stating  that  eight  from  Newton-Grange 
have  been  received  into  the  fellowship  of  the  Church  during  the  past  year,  seven 
of  these  for  the  first  time,  and  four  after  baptism  before  the  Session.  They  are 
not  aware  that  more  than  one  from  that  district  have  been  added  to  the  Church 
previously  within  at  least  the  last  ten  years.  Others,  regarding  whom  we  enter- 
tain good  hopes,  have  been  counselled  to  wait  for  further  instruction  and  establish- 
ment in  the  faith. 

"  As    to  material    progress,    the    Treasurer's    statement    shows    that   the 
i  Church-door  collections  averaged  between  Gs.  and  7s.  a  night  through  the  past 
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year.  This  ia  now  increased  by  the  collection  at  the  morning  service.  The 
purchase  and  fitting-up  of  a  handsome  stove  for  the  Churchi  enlargement  of 
pulpit,  expense  of  social  meetings,  etc.,  have  been  entirely  defrayed  by  the  people 
themselves.  The  contributions  of  the  Sabbath-school  children  for  missions  form 
a  hopeful  feature  in  the  work.  Taking  all  the  circumstances  into  account,  the 
Committee  hold  that  these  facts  prove  a  gratifying  amount  of  Christian  liberality, 
called  forth  or  stimulated  by  means  of  the  Iron  Church. 

*'  In  the  evident  blessing  which  has  hitherto  rested  on  the  work,  the  Committee 
recognise  the  answer  to  much  prayer.  They  would  earnestly  re])eat  the  request 
with  which  their  last  Report  closed,  *  that  idl  friends  into  whose  hands  this  may 
come,  would  remember  the  work  and  the  workers  at  Newton-Grange  in  secret 
and  family  prayer.'  *  It  is  God  that  giveth  the  increase.'  '  Except  the  Lord 
build  the  house,  they  labour  in  vain  that  build  it.' 

•  '*  D.  D.  Bjlkskbman,  Convener. 

'*  January  Zlst  ISie:* 

There  are  many  wide  fields  not  yet  overtaken.  The  Committee  mean 
to  extend  the  work  as  suitable  opportunities  occur,  and  as  the  funds  placed 
at  their  disposal  will  admit  It  is  hoped  that  the  friends  of  this  Mission 
will  see  that  a  good  deal  has  been  efifected,  and  that  the  special  effort 
made  has  been  justified  by  the  results. 


Vn.— SPECIAL  GRANTS, 

These  amount  to  nearly  £400  a  year.  They  are  made  to  meet  peculiar 
cases,  and  are  for  the  most  part  of  a  tentative  and  temporary  nature. 
Three  of  them  are  given  to  places  in  Orkney  and  Shetland,  where  there 
are  great  and  special  difficulties  experienced  in  supplying  the  spiritual 
necessities  of  certain  localities  by  reason  of  their  remoteness  and  isolation. 
It  is  not  needful  to  enter  here  into  lengthened  details  which  would  be 
required  for  the  explanation  and  vindication  of  these  several  grants,  each 
of  which  has  its  own  peculiarities,  but  it  may  be  confidently  stated,  that, 
in  every  instance,  the  Committee  were  satisfied  that  a  real  want  existed 
which  did  not  admit  of  being  met  effectually  by  any  other  means. 
Doubtless  some  of  the  missions  will  open  into  permanent  stations,  and 
ultimately  even  into  ministerial  charges.  Already,  two  of  them  are  urging 
their  claims  to  occupy  this  higher  position. 

There  is  a  grant  of  an  exceptional  kind,  namely,  one  of  £50,  to  aid 
in  support  of  the  mission  of  Mr.  C,  S.  Inglis,  whose  entire  time  is  spent 
in  the  work  of  promoting  Sabbath-schools,  and  otherwise  largely  in 
sustaining  and  extending  the  interest  in  these  schools.  Mr.  Inglis  has 
very  high  qualifications  for  discharg^g  this  duty,  and  much  good,  it  is 
believed,  has  resulted  from  his  devoted  labours.  It  is  gratifying  to  add 
that  a  friend  of  the  cause  has  generously  contributed  to  the  funds  of  the 
Committee  a  sum  equal  to  the  amount  of  the  grant.  A  short  account  of 
the  work  carried  on  by  Mr.  Inglis,  in  its  bearing  on  Free  Church  Schools, 
will  be  found  in  the  Appendix. 

Such  is  a  brief  review  of  the  Committee's  work  for  the  bygone  year. 
A  large  and  varied  agency  is  in  operation.  Continued  and  increased 
liberality  is  required  to  sustain  it,  not  to  speak  of  extending  it,  as  new 
fields  open,  which  they  are  constantly  doing.  Thankfulness  for  the  past 
should  combine  with  a  sense  of  present  necessities  to  stimulate  office- 
bearers and  members  of  the  Church  to  make  still  greater  efforts  in  the 
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fiitare.  And,  remembenDg  that  all  gracious  issues  depend  on  the  blessing 
of  Grod,  let  mnch  prayer  ascend  from  believing  hearts  for  the  ontpourlDg 
of  the  Spirit,  that  all  the  instrumentalities  employed  may  be  attended 
with  divine  power,  and  made  productive  of  saving  results.  What  a 
stimulus  should  there  be  in  the  assurance  "  that  he  who  converteth  the 
sinner  from  the  error  of  bis  way  shall  save  a  soul  from  death,  and  shall 
hide  a  multitude  of  sins." 

JOHN  ADAM,  Secretary. 
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J.— ACCOUNTS. 


CHABGE. 

I.  Balance  of  Ust  Account  ending  Slat  March  1875,    .  £5,899    6    6 

Consisting  of  Balance  of  Ordinary  Fund,  £4,361     7     5 
Do.  for  special  purposes,     1,537  19     1 

£5,899     6     6 

II.  Contributions  during  the  year — 

1.  Congregational  CollectioDS,     .         .  £3,474  17  8 

2.  Mission  SUtions,   ....  350     0  0 

3.  Donations, 836     7  10 

4.  Legacies, 1,149  12  1 

Do.     to  be  invested   (including 

£345  of  Interest),                    .  4,845    0  0 

5.  Juvenile  Offerings,          «         .         .  222  13  7 

6.  Interest  on  Investments,        .  407  13  0 

11,286    4    2 

III.  Home  Evangelization  (Biennial  Collection) — 

1.  Congregational  Collections,     .  £2,580     3    8 

2.  Donations, 114  12    6 

2,694  16    2 

IT.  Proceeds  of  Stations  from  Sustentation  Committee  for 

year  to  15th  March  1876, 1,707     8     2 

V.  Investment  paid  up  and  re-invested,        ....  900    0    0 

VI.  Chalmers'  Endowments — 

1.  Interest  on  Investment,  £138  16    8 

2.  Price  of  Property  in  Glasgow  sold, 

and  Rents,         ....        1,887  12    0 

3.  Interest  accrued,    .        .        .        .         ,  10  13    5 

2,037    2     1 

VII.  Interest  accrued, 70  14    8 

£24,595  11     9 


DISCHAKGK 

I.  Church  Extension  Stations — Salaries  of  Probationers  and 

Catechists, , £2,813  12  10 

n.  Church  Extension  Ministerial  Charges — Grants  in  aid  of,        1,108  15    0 
III.  Territorial  Operations — 

1.  Grants  to  22  Ministerial  Charges  in 

large  Towns £2,062    2    8 

2.  Grants  to  8  SUtions,      ...  831     0    8 

Carryforward,     £2,893     3    4     £3,922    7  10 
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Brought  forward,    £2,893     3    4       £3,922  7  10 
3.  Chalmers'  Endowments — 

Chalmers' Ch.,  Glas.,  £27  15  4 
Young  Street,  do.,  27  16  4 
Broomielaw,  do.,  27  15  4 
Lyon  Street,  do,,  27  15  4 
Maitland,  do.,        27  15    4 

138  16     8 

3,032    0    0 

rV.  Students  employed  as  Missionaries,         ....       1,571    3    4 

v.  Congregational  Missions, 897    2    4 

VI.  Evangelistic  Deputations, 241  11    1 

VII.  Pre-Disruption  Probationers — Sams  paid  to  them,  .        .  275    0    0 

VIIL  Lay  Evangelists, •    .        .  443    6    4 

IX  General  Charges, 198  13    1 

X.  Annual  Collection — 

1.  Printing  Notices,    ....  £41     6     0 

2.  Postage  thereof,     •        .        .        .  20  12    3 

61  17    3 

XI.  Expenses — 

1.  Secretary,  one  year,        .         .        .  £25    0    0 

Do.         Bey.  Dr.  Adam,     .        .  507    3    6 

2.  Do.  do.  hisoatky,  30  12    8 

3.  Clerk, 80  0  0 

4.  Postages,  etc,        ....  20  0  0 

5.  Printing  and  Stationery,         .         .  30  15  3 

6.  Trayellmg  Expenses  of    Members 

attending  Meetings  of  Committee,  76  13     1 


770    4    6 


£11,413    5    9 

XII.  Sams  invested, '.        .        6,200    0    0 

XIIL  Balance  in  favour  of  Scheme,  .        .         .    £5,084    0    7 
Do.     for  Chalmers'  Endowments  (being 

price  of  Property  sold),        •        .       1^898    6    6 

6,982    6    0 


£24,595  II    9 


Notes  explanatory  of  the  foregoino  Account. 

INCOME. 

1.  The  Income  under  the  head  of  "  Contributions  during  the  year"  is  shows, 
for  the  pnrpose  of  comparison,  in  the  following  Table,  exhibitiiig  the  Beoeipis  for 
the  last  three  years : — 

1878-74. 

Congregational  CoUections,     £3,323  17 


Mission  Stations, 

Donations, 

Legacies, 

Juvenile  Offerings,   .     . 
Interest  on  Investments, 


550    0 

837  11 

1,282  15 

211  18 

48  11 


1874-76. 

1875-70. 

8 

£3,545  7 

8 

£3,474  17 

8 

0 

505  10 

0 

350  0 

0 

2 

1,002  5 

0 

836  7 

10 

5 

2,836  9 

7 

1,149  12 

1 

4 

226  7 

10 

222  13 

7 

6 

127  19 

6 

407  13 

0 

£6,254  14  1      £8,243  19  7     £6,441     4    2 

Legacies  specially  destined,  1,547  19  1  

Legacy  to  be  invested,  in-  )  A  fUS     0    0 

cluding£345ofIntere8t>  J  *'*^     " 

£6,254  14  1     £9,791  18  8    £11,286  4    2 
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2.  Leaving  out  of  view  Special  Legacies,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  ordinary 
Income  of  1875-76,  amounting  to  £6441,  4b.  2d.,  is  less  by  £1800  than  that  of 
the  preceding  year,  owing  to  the  unusual  amount  of  Legacies  received  in  1874-75, 
and  that  it  exceeds  the  Income  of  1873-74  by  £187. 

3.  But  in  order  to.  show  the  Income  available  to  meet  the  ordinary  Expendi- 
ture, the  following  additions  have  to  be  made  to  the  above  sum  of      £6441     4     2 

Interest  on  Legacy  to  be  invested,  received  in  1876,  345  0  0 
One  half  of  Biennial  Collection  for  "  Home  Evan- 
gelisation,"         1347  8  1 

Interest  accrued  on  account^ 70  14  8 

Bum,        .       £8204    6  11 

Deduct  proceeds  of  "  MiBsi(»  Stations  "  which  are 

returned  to  these  Stations^         ....  350    0    0 


Leaving  of  available  Income  for  the  year,       .        .      £7t854    6  11 

4.  The  Biennial  Collection  amounts,  with  Donations,  to  £2694,  16b.  2d.     On 
the  previous  occasion  it  amounted  to  £2634,  ISa.  4d. 


EXPENDITURE. 

Branchei  I,  and  JL — ^Taking  the  first  two  Branches  of  Discharge  together,  it 
appears  that  the  sum  expended  on  Church  Extension  Stations  and  Ministerial 
Charges  is  less  by  £332  than  the  amount  of  the  previous  year. 

Branch  III. — The  amount  expended  on  Territorial  operations  difiPers  very  little 
from  the  amount  of  the  preceding  year. 

Branches  I V,  and  V, — ^Taking  the  two  Branches  together,  the  amount  expended 

this  year  on  Student  Missionaries  and  on  Congregaiianal  Missions,       .  £2468 

Exceeds  the  amount  of  the  preceding  year, .  .  2012 

By  .  .  .  £456 

The  increased  amount  on  Student  Missions,  and  diminished  amount  on  Congre- 
gatkmal  Missions,  are  to  be  ascribed  to  the  operation  of  the  new  regulations 
applicable  to  the  former.  The  rapid  growth  of  these  two  branches  of  ^e  Com- 
mittee's Expenditure  in  the  last  seven  years  may  be  shown  as  follows : — 


Stndenta. 

Coiup^^tlon&l 
Miasions. 

Total 

186970,      . 

£389     6     8 

£543     1     8 

£932     8 

4 

1870-71,      . 

443    6     8 

718  15     4 

1162     2 

0 

1871-72,      . 

347    5    6 

903     9    0 

1240  14 

6 

187273,      . 

446  17    4 

997     2    4 

1443  19 

8 

1873-74,      . 

453    2    6 

1140  16    8 

1593  19 

2 

1874-75,      . 

882    0     6 

11.30  18     4 

2012  18 

10 

1875-76,      . 

1671     3    4 

897     2    4 

2468    5 

8 

Special  attention  wa«  directed  in  last  year's  Report  to  the  increased  expendi- 
ture on  these  two  Branches  of  Missions.  The  Committee  having  ceased  to  admit 
any  more  grants,  the  expenditure  may  be  held  as  having  reached  its  maximum, 
but  the  question  remains,  whether  it  does  not  exceed  the  due  proportion  of  the 
Income  of  the  Committee  which  ought  to  go  to  these  objects,  and  whether,  in 
particular,  the  large  amount  expended  on  *'  Students*  Missions  '^  is  really  benefi- 
cially expended,  looking  to  the  objects  and  purposes  of  the  Home  Mission 
Scheme. 

The  remaining  Branches  of  the  Discharge  do  not  appear  to  call  for  special 
remark. 
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The  Total  Expsmdituks  for  this  year,  as  shown  in  the 
Accounts,  leaving  out  of  view  those  sums  which  i^ipear  on 
both  sides  of  the  Account,  amounts  to         ...         .     £9,217     Oil 

The  Total  Ii^cove,  as  shown  above,  is  .        .        .        .        •        7»854    6  11 

Excess  or  ExpENDmrBS,        .        .     £1,362  14    0 

The  general  resuUs  of  the  year'  Account  may  be  shown  in  another  way  as 
follows : — 

The  balance  of  Ordinary  Fund  in  hand  at  3l8t  March  1875 

was        .......      £4361     7     5 

Add  part  of  sum  destined  for  Special  Purposes,  which  has 

now  been  thrown  into  the  Ordinary  Fund,        .  .  737  19     1 

Balance  at  31st  March  1875,  £5099     6    6 

The  balance  at  31st  March  1876  is      .        .      £5084    0    7 
But  this  includes  one-half  of  the  Biennial, 

which  belongs  to  the  Income  of  next  year,         1347    8  . 1 

£3736  12     6 

Hence  it  follows  that  the  Committee  has  expended  not  only  the  whole  Income 
of  the  year  available  for  ordinary  Expenditure,  but  has  further  encroached  upon 
and  expended  the  balance  accumulateid  from  the  Extra  Income  of  previous  years 
to  the  extent  of  £1362,  14s. 

It  is  plain  from  this  statement  that  the  present  rate  of  Expenditure  very  much 
exceeds  the  Income  of  the  Committee,  and  that  it  will  not  suffice,  in  order  to 
^ring  matters  right,  that  the  Committee  shall  merely  close  their  door,  as  far  as 
they  can,  against  new  applications.  They  can  only  do  this  to  a  limited  extent. 
It  has  always  been  held  that  new  charges,  when  sanctioned  by  the  Assembly  and 
appointed  to  receive  aid  from  this  Committee,  are  entitled,  as  a  matter  of  course 
to  be  admitted  to  grants  ;  and  for  a  number  of  years  the  addition  from  this  cause 
to  the  Committee's  liabilities  has  very  mndh  exoeeded  the  relief  arising  from  the 
current  reduction  of  grants  in  terms  of  the  rules.  It  i^pears,  therefore,  to  be 
absolutely  necessary  ^at  the  Committee  shall  set  about  a  thorough  investigation 
of  their  engagements  and  liabilities,  with  a  view  to  reducing  them  within  limits 
commensurate  with  the  funds  at  their  disposal. 

It  is  important  to  take  special  notice  that  the  ^'hcUance  in  favour  of  the  teheme** 
at  the  close  of  the  year's  account,  £5084^  Os.  7d.,  embcaoes  the  following  par- 
ticulars, viz. : — 

1.  Legacy,  speetally  destined  for  H<Hne  Missionary  purposes  in 

Edinburgh, £737  19     1 

2.  Half  of  Biennial  Collection,  which  properly  forms  part  of 

next  year's  Income, 1347    8     1 

3.  Bahince  of  ordinary  fund, •        .        2998  13     5 


£5084    0     7 


Abstract  of  Expenditure  on  Mission  Stations  and  Ministerial 

Chargbs. 


ABSTRACT. 

^    ,,  «  No.  stelose 

I.  Mission  Stations —  of  year. 

1.  Church  Extension,         .        «        •        .32 

2.  Territorial, 6 

Total  of  these  two  classes  ;  the  payments  em-  ^  — 

bracing  both  the  Committee's  grants,  and  the  f  »■> 
sums  remitted  by  the  Stations  to  the  Susten-  ^ 
tation  Fund,  and  returned  to  them, 


Expenditare. 
£2813  12  10 
831     0     8 

£3644  13     6 


Carryforward,  37 


£3644  13     e 


III.< 


AND  CHURCH  EXTENSION  COMMITTEE. 

Broaglit  forward,         .     37 
Deduct  amoant  of  the  Bums  remitted  from  Statiomi, 
as  ahown  in  the  Chaise,  viz. ; — 

Through  the  Sustentation  Fund,    £1707  8  2 
Through  General    Treasurer  for 

Home  Mission,        ,        .        .       350  0  0 


Remains  net  Expenditure  by  Committee, 
n.  MiKisTBRiAL  Charges — 

1.  Church  Extension,         .  *     .         .         .38 

2.  Territorial, 21 

These  sums  embrace  only  the  Committee's  grants, 

the  contributions  being  received  and  returned 
through  the  Sustentation  Fund,  without  passing 
through  the  accounts  of  the  Committee.              — 
Number  of  Stations  and  Charges,      .         .        .     96 
Total  Expenditure  of  the  Committee's  Funds 
towards  Church  Extension, 
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£3644  13     6 


2057     8     2 
£1587     5    4 


£1108  15     0 
2062     2     8 


£4758     3     0 


N<^, — No  deduction  has  been  made  here  of  the  amount  contributed  through 
the  general  colUaian  to  the  funds  of  the  Home  Mission  by  the  above  stations  and 
charges,  the  same  being  included  in  the  aggregate  of  congregational  collections. 


MINERS*  FUND— EASTERN  DIVISION. 

Chaboe. 

I.  Balance  of  last  account  at  31st  March  1875,    . 
II.  Subscriptions  and  Donations  received  during  the  past  year, 
IIL  Interest  on  Bank  account  for  year, ..... 


DlSOHAROE. 

I.  Grants  for  Buildings — 

HarthiU,  for  enlargement  of  Church,   .... 
II.  Grants  for  Agents'  Salaries — 

1.  Cockpen,      .      , £20    0    0 

2.  Addiewell, 28  10    0 

3.  Newton-Grange,  £40,  less  received  from 

station,  £10, 30  0  0 

4.  Crofthead, 35  0  0 

5.  East  Wemyss, 40  0  0 

6.  Niddrie  Mission, 20  0  0 

7.  WestCalder, 30  0  0 

8.  Tranent,                11  13  4 

9.  Gorebridge,  ......  13  6  8 

10.  Lahore  and  Capeldrae,  5  0  0 

Amount  of  Discharge, 
Amount  of  Charge,    . 

Balance  in  favour  of  Fund, 
3 


£2354  11  3 

609  13  5 

25     1  9 

£2989    6  5 


£100     0     0 


233  10  0 

£333  10  0 

2989     6  5 

£2655  16  5 

B 
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MINERS'  MISSION— WESTERN  DIVISION. 
Total  amount  subscribed,  .         .         .         .         .         .         .      £9345    0    0 

Amount  paid  to  this  date, £3642  19    0 

Interest, 86    0    9 

£3727  19    9 
Grants  paid : — 

Cbryston, £12  10  0 

Ckland '      .  60     0  0 

Vrhifflet, 618     0  0 

Do.     for  Missionary,  39  10  0 

Wishaw, 200    0  0 

Do.     for  Missionary,  60    0  0 

Coatbridge, 186    0  0 

NewCamnock, 360    0  0 

Do.,  for  Missionary,  .                  .  16  13  4 

Greengairs,        .       * 232    0  0 

Do.,  for  Missionary,  30    0  0 

Braehead, 49     3  4 

Hurlford, 30    0  0 

Muirkirk,                   35    0  0 

Cumnock, 15    0  0 

Hall  Bent, 16  0 

1834    1    8 

Balance  in  Bank, £1893  18    1 

Grants  unpaid — 

Wishaw, £200  0  0 

Coatbridge, 190  0  0 

Greengairs, 10  0  0 

Ballieston, 40  0  0 

BeUahiU, 30  0  0 

Shotts, 106  0  0 

NewCamnock, 23  6  8 

£599    6    8 


III. 


AND  CUURCU  E1LTEN3I0X  COMMITTBE. 
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IL  GRANTS, 
No.  1. — ^Mission  Stations. 


I 


Names  of  Statioii& 


1.  Addiewell,  • 

2.  Airth, 

3.  Balfron,     • 

4.  Bank,  Gamnock, 
6.  Birnie  Misaion,  . 

6.  Blackridee, 

7.  Braehead, . 

8<  CambnsbarroD,  . 
9.  Cleland,     . 

10.  Durrisdeer, 

11.  Eaglesham, 

12.  Fordyce,    . 

13.  Gargunnock, 

14.  Haddington — 

Knox^a, 

15.  Inkerman, 

16.  Kelty, 

17.  Lochgoilhead,     . 

18.  Mniravon,  . 

19.  Newbyth,  . 

20.  Newloce,   . 

21.  Newton-Grange, 

22.  Nitshill,      . 

23.  QuarffandBurra, 

24.  Robcrton,  . 

25.  Rotheaay  Mission, 

26.  Sanday, 

27.  Sandnesa,  . 

28.  Sbettleston, 

29.  Torrance,  . 

30.  Weat  Yell, 

31.  Wardie&Granton, 

32.  Whifflet,    . 


Preebyteriea. 


Linlithgow, 

Stirling, 

Dumbarton, 

Ayr,      . 

Elgin,    . 

Linlithgow, 

Hamilton, 

Stirling, 

Hamilton, 

Penpont, 

Glasgow, 

Fordyce, 

Stirlmg, 

Haddington 

and  Dunbar, 
Paisley, 
Rinroaa, 
Dunoon,  etc., 
Linlithgow, 
Turriff,  . 
Stranraer, 
Dalkeith, 
Paisley, . 
Shetland, 
Selkirk, . 
Dunoon,  etc., 
Orkney, 
Shetland, 
(flasgow, 
Glasgow, 
Shetland, 
Edinburgh, 
Hamilton, 


Amonnt  of 

Grant 

£30    0 

0 

40    0 

0 

30    0 

0 

40    0 

0 

40    0 

0 

30    0 

0 

40    0 

0 

40    0 

0 

40    0 

0 

30    0 

0 

40    0 

0 

40    0 

0 

50    0 

0 

40 
40 
40 
40 
35 
40 
40 
40 
40 

30* 

20 

30 

40* 
40 

40* 
40 


0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


0  0 
0  0 


0  0 
0  0 
0  0 


0  0 
0  0 


1^ 

•3.9 


0  0 
0  0 


2000 
1200 
1500 
2000 

•  •  ■ 

300 
2000 
1350 
2100 
1189 
1800 
1350 

700 

4000 
1800 
1600 

260 
1800 
2400 

650 
2000 
1000 

«•  a 

693 


6000 
700 

2000 
220 


Attendance. 


70  to  80 

65 

20  to  90 

200 


85 
130  to  150 

76 
40  to  80 
90  to  200 

170 
70  to  140 

55 

25  to  40 

160 
30  to  130 

120 

60  to  90 

50 

160 

100  to  150 

30  to  50 


140  to  250 
80  to  90 

200  to  300 
180  to  220 


la 


70 
60 


67 


60 
... 

133 
61 
45 
75 

100 
75 

54 


121 
20 

143 
90 
64 


o 
d 

u 

o 


Yea. 

Yea. 

No. 

Yea. 

... 
Yea. 

•  •  • 

No. 
No. 
Yea. 
Yea. 

Yea. 
Yea. 

Yea. 


Yes. 

Yea. 

Yea. 

Yea. 

Yea. 
...  Yes, 
75  I  No. 


40  Yes. 

•  •  • 

'  Yes. 

...   .. • 

110  ;  Yep. 

50  I  Yes. 

Yes. 

61  Yes. 

108  Yes. 
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III. 


No.  2. — Church  Extension  Charges  drawing  Grants  nnder 
tbe  Regulations  applicable  thereto. 


Amount 

Congregation. 

Preab>'terj-. 

Minister. 

of  Grant, 
187d-7& 

1.  Alford, 

Alfoitl.      . 

W.  G.  Brander, 

£16    5    0    1 

2.  Auchterless, 

Torriff,     . 

A.  J.  Chrystal, 

28  15    0    1 

3.  BailliestoD, 

Hamilton, 

John  White,     . 

40    0    0    , 

4.  Bellshill,    . 

Da.             .        . 

Wm.  Macdonald, 

40    0    0 

6.  BackhaTen, 

Kirkcaldy, 

Wm.  M»Ghie,  . 

3d    0    0 

6.  Campsie,    . 

7.  Cowdenbeath,     . 

Glasgow,  . 

James  Dewar,  . 

30    0    0 

Kinross,    . 

A.  Anderson,    . 

40    0    0 

8.  Crofthead, 

Lmlithgow, 

John  Russell,   .. 

36    0    0 

9.  Crossford,  . 

Lanark,    . 

J.  Matthewson, 

30    0    0 

10.  Cnlross, 

Dunfermline,     . 

John  Jenkins,  . 

30    0    0    ' 

11.  DaltOD, 

Damfries, 

David  Paton,    , 

26    0    0 

12.  DanroasnesB, 

Shetland, 

Alex.  Martin,    . 

40    0    0 

13.  Dnrris, 

Aberdeen, 

John  Hendry,  . 

16    6    0 

14.  Fetlar, 

Shetland, 

J.  J.  Smith, 

40    0    0 

16.  Forth  &  Wilflon- 
town. 

Lanark,    . 

J.  Bain,    . 

28  15    0 

16.  Galatown,  . 

Kirkcaldy, 

A.  D.  DonakLson,     . 

40    0    0 

17.  Greengairs, 

18.  HarthOl,    . 

Hamilton, 

A.  S.  Houston, 

40    0    0 

Linlithgow, 

A.  C.  Henderson,     . 

21    6    0 

19.  Holm, 

Orkney,    . 

D.  M'Neill,       . 

22  10    0 

20.  Kirkmichael,      . 

Lockerbie, 

John  Geddes,    . 

36    5    0 

21.  Laasodie,    . 

Kinross,   . 

James  Clark,    . 

40    0    0 

22.  Txmgformaciu,   . 

Donse,  etc., 

G.  Taylor, 

26    6    0 

23.  Monifieth,  Soatfa, 

Dnndee,   . 

R.  M'Gregor,  . 

20    0    0 

24.  Neilston,    . 

Paisley,    . 

A.  Ferfnison,    . 

40    0    0 

25.  New  Aberdoar,  . 

Lieer,        ... 

W.  M'Robbie,  . 

40    0    0 

26.  OrmistoD,  • 

Dalkeith, 

James  Brodie,  . 

,     40    0    0 

27.  Portknockie,       . 

Fordyce,  . 

F.  Harper, 
James  Thomson, 

40    0    0 

28.  Port- William,     . 

Wigtown, 

40    0    0 

29.  Sandbank, . 

Dunoon,  etc.,    . 

J.  Headrick,     . 

12  10    0 

30.  Slains, 

Ellon, 

G.  Manson, 

40    0    0 

31.  Sooth  Kingartb, 

32.  South  Roniddsfaaj, 

Dunoon,  etc.,    . 

W.  Meiklejohn, 

33  15    0 

Orkney,    . 

1    40    0    0 

33.  Strathblane, 

Damliarton, 

Thomas  Robertson,  . 

1     28  15    0 

34.  ToIIcroes,  . 

Glasgow, 

J.  Drysdale,     . 

30    0    0 

36.  Torry, 

Aberdeen, 

W.  Innes, 

40    0    0 

36.  Weisdale,  . 

Shetland, 

A.  Macdonald,. 

40    0    0 

37.  WeatCalder,      . 

Linlithgow, 

D.  Taylor, 

24  11    8 

38.  Wiiihaw,    . 

Hamilton, 

D.  Branton,     . 

40    0    0 

ni. 
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No.  3. — Territorial  Missions — Non-Ministerial. 


Nam«  of  Minion. 

Amonnt  of  Orant 

and  Contribations, 

1874-76. 

Amount  of  Grant 

and  ContrilmtionB, 

1876-76. 

1.  Dandee,  Dura  Street, 

2.  „        WiUon  Territorial, . 

3.  Edinburgh,  Tolbootb, 

4.  Qlaagow,  Oatland, 

5.  „       St.  Matthew's,       .        .        .        . 

£120    0    0 

174    4    9 

80    0    0 

162  11     1 

£160    0    0 

187    6    8 

80    0    0 

94    0    0 

160    0    0 

« 

No.  4. — ^Territorial  Charges — Ministerial. 


Names  of  Charges. 

Mlnistem. 

Grants, 
1874-76. 

Grants, 
1876-70. 

1.  Glasgow,  M'Donald,    . 

£42  10 

0 

£20    0    0 

2.  iQTemesB,  West, . 

Duncan  Colvin,     . 

65    0 

0 

55    0    0 

8.  Glasgow,  Cowcaddens, 

Gabriel  Kerr, 

67  10 

0 

47  10    0 

4.  AberaeenjBntherford, 
6.  Hawick,  West  Port,     . 

Alex.  Yule,  .        • 

70    0 

0 

60    0    0 

Robert  Forajce,    . 

90    0 

0 

80    0    0 

6.  Glaseow,  Sighthill,       .  .     . 

7.  Dundee,  Bonnethill,     • 

George  Hanson,    . 

100    0 

0 

90    0    0 

James  A.  Simpson, 

100    0 

0 

100    0    0 

8.  Aberdeen,  Greyfriars,  . 

H.  Fitzpatrick,      . 
Ghas.  Wedderbuni, 

100    0 

0 

95    0    0 

9.  Stirling,  Marykirk, 

100    0 

0 

97  10    0 

10.  Glasgow,  Cnnningham, 

11.  Petertiead,  Tfsrritorial, 

Alex.  Andrew, 

200    0 

0 

200    0    0 

Alex.  Bisset^ 

80    0 

0 

100    0    0 

12.  Edinburgh,  Fountainbridge, 

R.  M.  Massie, 

80    0 

0 

100    0    0 

18.  Glasgow,  Gandlish  Memorial, 

James  Stuart, 

200    0 

0 

200    0    0 

14.  Greenock,  Mount  Park. 

G.  A.  Marshall.    . 
Peter  M'Laachlan, 

50    0 

0 

100    0    0 

15.  Glasgow,  London  Road, 

75    0 

0 

100    0    0 

16.         „        Wbiteinch,   . 

fi.  W.  Gumming,  . 
llobert  Murdoch,  . 

50    0 

0 

100    0    0 

17.          „       Blochaim,     . 

80    0 

0 

95    0    0 

18.         „       Bose  St.  Territorial, 

"William  Tullo,      . 

50    0 

0 

200    0    0 

19.         „       Fairbaim  Church, . 

Gilbert  Laurie,     . 

116  18    4 

20.         „       North  Woodside,  . 

D.  R.  Rilpatrick,  . 

21.         „       Paisley  Boad, 

J.Riddell.    .        . 

75    0    0 
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III. 


No.  5. — List  of  CoNORBaATiONs  carryinq  on  Missionary  Work 
where  a  New  Charge  is  not  contemplated. 


1.   Where  Students  are  Employed, 


1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 
10. 
11. 
12. 
13. 
14. 
16. 
16. 
17. 
18. 
19. 
20. 
21. 
22. 
23. 
24. 
26. 
26. 


»» 
It 


Aberdeen,  Melville. 
Trinity. 
Union. 
Rutherford. 
Students*  ABsociation, 
2  Grants. 
Cromdale. 

Edinburgh,  Ghahners'  Territorial. 
Fonntainbridge. 
Qreyfriara'. 
Holyrood. 
John  Knox's. 
Lady  Glenorchj*s. 
Pilrig,  2  Grants. 
Bosebnm. 
*  St.  Bernard's. 
St.  Cuthbert's, 
St.  John's. 
St.  Mary's. 
St.  Peter's. 
St.  Stephen's. 
„  Stockbridge. 

Keith. 

Leith,  North  Chorcb. 
South. 
St.  John's. 
St.  Ninian's. 


II 
If 
ii 
II 
II 
II 
II 
II 
II 
II 
11 
If 
II 


1} 
11 
»i 


27.  Elgin,  Soath  Church. 

28.  Glasgow,  Anderston. 
Barony. 
Bridgeton. 
Bell  Street,  Calton. 
Candlish  Memorial. 
College  Charch. 
Cowcaddens. 
Kelrinside. 
Lyon  Street. 
Oatlands  Territorial. 
Paisley  Road. 
St.  Enoch's. 
St-  George'*. 
St.  JohnV 
St.  Mark's. 
Trinity.  ^ 
Union. 
Wynd. 

46.  Govan,  St.  Mary's,  2  Grants. 

47.  Partick. 
43.  Inverurie. 

49.  Kilwinning. 

50.  New  Mamoch. 
61.  Paisley,  Martyrs'. 
52.  Perth,  St.  Leonard's. 


29. 

30. 

31. 

32. 

33. 

34. 

35. 

36. 

37. 

38. 

39. 

40. 

41. 

42. 

43. 

44. 

45. 

2.  Where  Probationers  or  Catechists  are  Employed, 


1.  Arbroath,  Ladyloan. 

2.  Blairgowrie,  for  Bridge  of  Gaily. 

3.  Garubee,  for  Bonerlo. 

4.  ChiTSton. 

5.  Coclpen. 

6.  Crieff. 

7.  Dumfries,  Territorial. 

8.  Dundee,  St.  Peter's. 

9.  Edinburgh,  Dean. 

10.  „  High  Church. 

11.  „  St.  David's. 

12.  „  St.  Paul's. 

13.  Elgin,  High  Church. 

14.  Forfar,  First  Charge. 

15.  Glasgow,  Augustine. 

16.  ,f        Broomielaw. 


17.  Glasgow,  Bridgegate,  2  Grants. 

18.  „        Finnieston. 

19.  „        Maitland. 

20.  „        Wellpark. 

21.  „        Toune  Street 

22.  Partick,  High  Church. 

23.  Rutherglen. 

24.  Greenock,  St.  Andrew's. 

25.  „         ^rddle  Church. 

26.  Hamilton,  Burnbank. 

27.  Muirkirk. 

28.  Paisley,  High  Church. 

29.  „  .    Middle  Church. 

30.  „       St.  George's. 

31.  Portobello,  for  Niddrie. 

32.  Strathkinnes,  for  Duraden. 


No.  6. — Spxcial  Grants. 


1.  Bonrtriebush. 

2.  Gorebridge. 
8.  New  Lanark. 

4.  North  Queensfeiry. 

5.  Huntly. 


6.  Shetland,  for  Evangelist. 

7.  Tranent. 

8.  Unst,  for  Assistant. 

9.  Westray. 


in. 
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No.  7. — Miners'  Fund. 


Eastern  Division. 


1.  Ounmock,  for  Lay  Missionary's  Salary, 

2.  Greengairs, 

3.  CockpeD, 

4.  Newton-Grange, 
6.  Portobello,  for  Niddrie 

6.  Muirkirk, 

7.  Addiewell, 

8.  Tranent, 

9.  Braehead, 

10.  Gorebridge, 

11.  Wbifflet, 

12.  Croftbead, 

13.  Wisbaw, 

14.  Cbryston, 

15.  East  Wemyss, 

16.  WestCalder, 

17.  Bank,  Cumnock, 

18.  Cleland, 


£20  0  0 
40  0  0 
20    0    0 


30    0    0 
20    0    0 


20     0    0 


35    0    0 


20    0    0 
30    0     0 


Western  Division. 

£10     0     0 
30     0    0 


15     0    0 


20    0    0 
40     0    0 


40    0     0 
20    0     0 


40     0     0 
40     0     0 


III.  EVANGELISTS. 

L  Thar  Services. — Tbe  following  brief  directions  baving  been  prepared  and 
sanctioned,  are  issued  for  the  information  and  guidance  of  parties  who  wish  tbe 
servicea  of  tbe  Committee's  lay  evangelists  :  — 

"  1.  As  tbe  Home  Mission  Committee  baa  but  a  limited  sum  at  its  command 
for  the  employment  of  evangelists,  congregations  applying  for  their  services  are 
expected  to  contribute  towiurd  their  support  a  minimum  sum  of  £4  per  month, 
that  being  nearly  equivalent  to  the  half  of  their  salary. 

'<  2.  Local  parties  are  not  under  any  obligations  to  provide  board  or  lodgings  for 
tbe  evangelists,  but  they  are  expected  to  assist  them  in  obtaining  needed  accom- 
modation, and  otherwise  to  show  them  attention  and  kindness. 

"3.  It  devolves  on  local  parties  to  make  all  necessary  and  suitable  arrange- 
ments for  the  labours  of  the  evangelists :  as  by  securing  .proper  places  for  holding 
meetings,  assisting  in  the  work  of  house  to  house  visitation,  and  using  their 
best  efforts  to  bring  out  the  people  to  the  services. 

"4.  It  is  considered  of  great  consequence  that  ministers  and  oflSce-bearers 
should  actively  co-operate  with  the  evangelists  by  intimating,  and,  when  in  their 
power,  attending  tbe  meetings  and  taking  part  in  conducting  them. 

"  5.  Evangelists  are  not  to  be  employed  in  filling  the  pulpits  of  ministers  at  the 
regular  diets  of  worship,  or  otherwise  taking  tbe  place  of  ministers,  but  are  to 
devote  themselves  strictly  to  evangelistic  and  mission  work,  and  that  as  much  as 
possible  among  those  not  reached  by  the  ordinary  agencies  in  operation. 

'*  6.  The  evangelists  are  to  labour  in  tbe  way  of  holding  religious  meetings, 
visiting  tbe  people  in  their  bouses,  distributing  tracts,  and  otherwise  as  circum- 
stances may  require  and  experience  warrant." 

II.  Thdr  Salaries. — Tbe  Committee  agree  that  these  shall  be  fixed  as  follows, 
that  payment  shall  be  made  accordingly  : — ^At  the  rate  of  £90  for  tbe  first  year, 
of  £100  for  the  next  three  years,  of  £110  for  the  following  three,  and  at  the  end 
of  tbe  seven  years  a  maximum  salary  of  £120  shall  be  given. 
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111. 


lY.— MEMORANDUM  OF  SABBATH  SCHOOL  VISITATION, 


The  places  and  diatricta  riaiied  daring  the  paak  year,  in  c<mnectioi& 
Free  Church  of  Scotland  Sabbath-achoola,  are  aa  foUowa : — 


the 


Alloa. 

Glaagow. 

Mnthill. 

Gonrock. 

Methren. 

BtBhophrigga. 

Half  Morton. 

Madderty. 

Brechin. 

InTemrie: 

Moffat. 

Bridge  of  Earn. 

Johnatonei 

Oban. 

Baillieston. 

KihuTow. 

Perth. 

Boinnore. 

Kennoway. 

Port  Ellen. 

Bridge  of  Weir. 

Kihnallie. 

Port  Charlotte. 

Crieff: 

Kentallen. 

PortnahaTen. 

Canonbie. 

Lochwumoeh. 

Port  Appin. 

Cnilchfflina. 

TAngholm. 

Peebles. 

Dyce. 

Tx>ch  Ghrainort. 

Skene. 

ErroL 

Lennoitowii. 

Scone. 

Ffvi-WiDiain. 

MaryhilL 

Stonehaven. 

Glenooe. 

MihigavieL 

About  170  lectuea  and  addreaaca  of  Tariona  Idnda  in  connection  with  religions 
instmetion  have  been  given  to  Congregatiana,  Teachers,  and  Sabbatii-schoohk 

With  the  exception  of  the  laige  towna,  such  aa  Glasgow,  Aberdeen,  etc., 
neariy  every  Sabbath-school  and  i^e  Claaa  haa  been  visited  in  the  places  above- 
mentioned,  and  the  initial  steps  taken  in  many  caaea  for  the  institution  of  infant 
and  senior  clmwies  where  they  were  wanting. 

Also  a  number  of  prolonged  interviewa  have  been  held  with  Office-bearers,  in 
order  to  aid  them  in  plana  for  new  church  halls,  or  remodelling  those  already  in 
existence. 

CHARLES  S.  IKGLIS. 

\9t  May  1876. 


No.  in.— A. 


^xtt  €l^vixt\i  ai  ^tatlunlu. 


SPECIAL   REPORT 


OP 


THE  HOME  MISSION  COMMITTEE 


WITH   REFERENCE   TO 


iMbourers  in  the  Home  Mission  Field. 


MAY  1876. 


The  last  General  Assembly  haviDg  taken  np  the  overtures  regarding 
Laboarers  in  the  Home  Mission  field,  agreed  to  remit  these  overtures  to 
the  Home  Mission  Committee,  with  instructions  to  consider  fully  fhe 
subject  of  them,  and  to  report  to  next  Assembly.  The  Committee,  in 
discharge  of  the  duty  thus  devolved  on  them,  have,  by  Sub-Committee  and 
otherwise,  given  the  matter  their  best  attention,  and  now  unanimously 
report  as  follows : — 

The  Home  Mission  Committee  are  not  prepared  to  recommend  the 
institDtioD  of  a  class  of  ordained  Home  Missionaries,  as  certain  of  the 
overtures  urge  the  duty  of  doing.  To  say  nothing  of  the  doubts  which 
may  not  unreasonably  be  entertained  as  to  the  Scriptural  warrant  for 
such  an  order  of  officers  in  ordinary  circumstances,  there  are  strong 
practical  reasons  for  questioning  the  propriety  of  adopting  any  such 
course. 

The  first  and  most  important  consideration  is  that  the  plan  may  not  be 
the  best  suited  to  secure  the  end  in  view,  for  the  Committee  believe  that 
there  is  no  better  school  in  which  to  acquire  fitness  for  evangelistic 
effort  than  the  stated  work  of  the  Ministry,  and  that  in  the  long-run,  and 
as  regards  the  great  majority  of  cases,  the  one  would  suffer  deeply  by 
being  dissociated  from  the  other.  They  greatly  fear  that  the  effect  of 
the  separation  would  be  a  loss  of  power  both  as  regards  the  discharge  of 
pastoral  duty,  and  the  prosecution  of  mission  work.  It  is  not  doubted 
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that  God  may  from  time  to  time  raise  up  men  pre-eminently  qualified  and 
clearly  marked  out  for  this  department  of  service,  and  that  it  may  be  the 
duty  of  the  Church  to  take  advantage  of  them  in  some  such  way  as  that 
suggested  in  the  overture.  But,  while  admitting  this  most  fully,  and 
always  reserving  the  right  to  act  as  special  circumstances  may  call  for,  it 
is  obvious  that  the  ordinary  course  of  procedure  must  be  regulated  by  the 
ordinary  condition  of  matters. 

In  addition  to  this  there  is  the  obvious  and  serious  difficulty  of  pro- 
viding adequate  support  for  a  class  of  men  with  full  ministerial  status, 
thus  specially  and  permanently  employed.  But  as  to  this  the  Com- 
mittee do  not  insist,  as  were  the  way  clear  otherwise,  means  might  be 
found  of  surmounting  the  obstac     in  question. 

On  these  grounds,  then^  the  Committee  are  not  favourable  to  so  great 
a  change,  but  they  are  persuaded  that  some  change  is  indispensable. 
Our  summer  Deputies,  while  rendering  good  service,  do  not  meet  the 
necessities  of  the  case,  and,  indeed,  the  scheme  for  their  employment  has 
worked  far  from  satisfactorily  of  late.  Many  of  the  best  ministers  have 
recently  not  responded  to  the  call,  and  there  have  been  endless  with- 
drawals and  disappointments.  The  Lay  Evangelists  occupy  an  important 
place,  and  give  valuable  assistance,  but  there  is  a  want  which  they  are 
not  qualified,  and  do  not  profess  to  supply.  The  Committee  venture  to 
suggest  a  plan  which  they  think  is  free  from  the  objections  which  apply 
to  that  of  ordained  Home  Missionaries,  and  is  fitted  to  accomplish  the 
end  aimed  at  more  safely  and  satisfactorily.  Briefly  sketched  it  is  the 
following : — 

Let  the  Home  Mission  Committee  be  instructed  to  look  out  each  year, 
say  six  ministers,  pre-eminently  qualified  by  their  gifts,  tastes,  and 
labours  for  this  department  of  service,  and  prepare  the  way  by  corres- 
ponding with  them,  securing  their  acquiescence,  and  submitting  their 
names  to  the  Commission  in  March.  Let  the  General  Assembly  formally 
appoint  them  to  give  themselves  to  such  Evangelistic  Work  for  two 
months  in  summer  or  winter,  or  partly  in  both,  and  let  it  solemnly  set 
them  apart  to  the  work  in  a  public  manner,  and  with  special  exercises 
at  one  of  its  diets ;  thus  sending  them  forth  with  the  Church's  full 
imprimatur.  Let  them  be  appointed  to  labour  not  only  without  congre- 
gations where  there  is  a  large  and  necessitous  population,  as  in  the  great 
cities,  and  the  mining  and  manufacturing  districts  of  the  country ;  but 
also  in  congregations  where  their  services  may  be  specially  desired,  or 
urgently  needed.  Let  all  arrangements  be  made  for  their  employment 
by  the  Committee  in  concert  with  the  Presbyteries  within  whose  bonndsy 
and  with  the  Ministers  and  Sessions  in  connection  with  whose  localities 
or  congregations  they  are  to  prosecute  their  labours.  Let  provision  be 
made  for  the  satisfactory  supply  of  their  pulpits,  and  for  bearing  all 
expenses  incurred  by  them  in  carrying  on  the  work,  so  that,  though  not 
remunerated,  they  may  at  all  events  suffer  no  loss  by  responding  to  the 
Church's  call. 

JOHN  ADAM,  Secretary. 


No.  ra.-B. 


^nt  €^nxc)^  ai  Staihnti, 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE 


ON 


CHURCH  EXTENSION  BUILDING  FUND. 


MAY    1876. 


The  Committee  submit  the  following  report  which,  with  a  view  to  the 
information  of  the  Gharch,  was  laid  on  the  table  of  the  Commission 
in  March : — 

The  object  of  this  projected  Fand  is  to  furnish  a  reasonable  amount 
of  assistance  to  local  parties  in  the  erection  of  Churches  in  connection 
with  new  Charges.  It  is  hoped  that  in  many  cases  these  parties  would 
be  enabled,  by  means  of  the  assistance  thus  given,  to  complete  their 
Churches  without  being  under  the  necessity  of  soliciting  subscriptions 
from  the  larger  contributors  to  this  fund.  Such  private  applications  are 
often  felt  to  be  disagreeable  both  by  those  making  them  and  those  to 
whom  they  are  made,  and  it  is  eminently  desirable  that  they  should  be 
superseded,  so  far  as  possible,  by  a  more  satisfactory  way  of  giving  and 
getting  help.  It  may  be  some  inducement  to  the  wealthier  members  of 
the  Church  to  support  this  scheme  liberally,  that  their  money  will  be 
administered  with  the  utmost  care,  that  every  case  will  be  thoroughly 
investigated,  and  grants  voted  only  when  and  to  the  extent  to  which  they 
are  really  required. 

1.  The  Fund  is  to  be  distinctively  a  Church  Extension  Building  Fund, 
and  as  such  shall  be  applicable  only  to  Charges  and  Stations  sanctioned 
at  and  after  the  Assembly  1875. 

(It  is  proposed  to  extend  the  provisions  of  the  Scheme,  so  as  to  include 
the  case  of  those  previously  sanctioned  Congregations  which  have  not 
yet  been  able  to  get  Churches  erected.) 
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2.  The  Fand  shall  be  administered  by  a  Committee  appointed  by  the 
General  Assembly,  in  which  the  Sabscribers  to  the  Fund  shall  be  largely 
represented. 

3.  The  snm  proposed  to  be  raised  is  £100,000 ;  but  the  Fund  shall  be 
held  to  be  constituted  when  the  sum  subscribed  amounts  to  £50,000. 
Parties  shall  have  the  option  of  paying  their  Subscriptions  at  once,  or  in 
instalments,  which  may  extend  over  five  years. 

4.  Subscribers  shall  be  permitted  to  appropriate  the  whole  or  a  part 
of  their  contributions  to  localities  or  Congregations  in  which  they  are 
specially  interested. 

5.  The  maximum  grant  shall  be  £1500  ;  no  Grant  shall  exceed  one- 
fourth  of  the  entire  cost ;  and  it  shall  be  payable  in  the  proportion  of 
one-third  at  laying  the  foundation-stone,  one-third  at  the  roofing  in,  and 
one- third  at  the  completion  of  the  building. 

6.  No  Grants  shall  be  made  except  for  Churches  where  Charges  have 
been  sanctioned  by  the  Assembly,  or  Staticms  have  been  set  up  by  Pres- 
byteries, with  a  view  to  their  becoming  at  an  early  period  regular 
Ministerial  Charges. 

7.  No  Grants  shall  be  made  unless  the  Plans  and  Estimates  have  been 
submitted  to  the  Committee,  and  it  shall  be  satisfied  that  there  is  no 
extravagant  or  unnecessary  expense  incurred  on  the  one  hand,  and  that 
the  structure  is  respectable  and  sufficient  on  the  other. 

8.  No  Grants  shall  be  made  bnt  where  the  Committee  is  satisfied  that 
a  reasonable  snm  has  been  raised  or  subscribed  by  the  local  parties,  and 
that  the  Church  will  be  completed  either  altogether  free  from  debt,  or 
with  such  an  amount  of  debt  as  will  not  unduly  burden  the  Congregation. 

9.  Loans  may  be  made  for  the  same  purpose  either  in  addition  to,  or 
in  place  of,  Grants.  The  amount  of  them  shall  be  determined  according 
to  circumstances,  but  in  no  case  shall  they  exceed  £1500,  and  they  shall 
be  repayable  within  a  fixed  period  not  exceeding  five  years.  Interest 
shall  be  charged  at  the  rate  of  2^  per  cent.,  but  when  repayment  is  not 
made  according  to  agreement,  it  shall  be  raised  to  6  per  cent.  The 
Committee  shall  obtain,  either  from  members  of  the  Congregation  or  others 
acting  in  its  behalf,  satisfactory  security  that  the  terms  on  which  the 
loans  are  given  will  be  fulfilled. 

10.  All  Churches  built  in  connection  with  this  Scheme  shall  have  their 
Titles  completed  according  to  the  Model  Trust  Deed,  and  where  debt 
exists  an  obligation  shall  be  taken  to  have  them  thus  completed. 

J.  ADAM,  Convener, 
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FORM    OF    BEQUEST.* 

I  leave  and  bequeath  the  sam  of  pounds 

sterling  {the  amount  to  be  stated  in  words^  not  figures)  to  the  Committee 
for  the  Management  of  the  Hiohland  Mission  Fund  of  the  Free  Church 
of  Scotland,  and  I  appoint  the  same  to  be  paid  at  the  first  term  of  Whit- 
sunday or  Martinmas  after  my  death,  to  John  MacDonald,  Esq.,  General 
Treasurer  to  the  Free  Church  of  Scotland,  and  his  Successors  in  office, 
Treasurers  aforesaid ;  and  I  declare  that  the  discharge  of  the  said  John 
MacDonald,  Esq.,  or  of  such  Treasurer  for  the  time  being,  shall  be  a 
sufficient  discharge  to  my  Executors. 


*  It  ifl  desirable  that  parties  bequeathing  legacies  for  the  benefit  of  the  general  Home 
Missions  of  the  Church  should  know  that  the  Home  Mission  is  not  understoocf  to  include 
the  Highlands. 


REPORT. 

Abctract  of  the  Income  and  Ezpbnditube  of  the  Committee  for 

the  year  ending  31st  March  1876. 

CHABGE. 

I.  Balance  of  last  Aococmt,  ending  Slat  March  1875 : — 

1.  On  General  Fund,     .  .  . .      £1010  15     1 

2.  On  Endowment  Funds,        .  .  262     3     6 


II.  Contributions  during  the  year : — 

1.  Congregational  Collections, 

2.  Donations,    . 

3.  Legacies,      .  « 

4.  Juvenile  OfferiugB,   . 
6.  Interest  on  Investnients, 
6.  Donation  from  **  Four  Highlanders  * 

for  increasing  Stipends  of  Ministers 
of  Church  Intension  Charges, 


£3139    8     1 

449  19     7 

567  13  11 

81  13    3 

184  10    9 


380    4  11 


£1272  18    7 


£156 
4986 


8 
6 


0 
0 


^ 

IIL  Proceeds  of  StatioDS  from  Sustontation  Committee  for  year 

to  16th  March  1876,  •  • 

rV.  Endowment  Fund  :^ 

1.  General— 

Donations  for  Tyree,       •  • 

Legacies,  .         '   . 

2.  For  Kilberry,  Investment  paid  up,  etc, 

3.  For  Shieldag,  do.,        do., 

4.  For  Olenquoich,        do.,        do., 

5.  For  Morven,  do.,        do., 

6.  For  Kilninian,  etc..  Donations  and 

Literest>    •  •  •  • 


4798  10    6 
474  14    1 


147  11  11 
5  17    5 

0  11    4 

1  10  10 


20  10    2 


Y.  Interest  accrued, . 


5318  15    8 
17  17  11 

£12,782  16    9 


DISCHABGK 


L  Supply  of  Stations  :^ 

1.  Probationers'  Salaries, 

2.  CAtechists'  Salaries, 


£1036    9    8 
1064    3    4 


£2100  13     4 


Cairy  forward,        £2100  13    4 


KEPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE 


IV. 


IV.  Grants-in-Aid  to  Ministers  of  Church  Extension  Charges, 


V.  Endowment  Fund  : — 
Greneral  Fund — 

1.  Sum  invested, 

2.  For  Tyre,    . 

VL  Greneral  Charges,    • 
VIL  Biennial  Collection, 

VIII.  Expenses : — 

1.  Clerk, 

2.  Postages,  eto^ 

3.  Stationery,    . 

4.  Printing  Report^  etc., 


£3850    0     0 
1000    0    0 


5.  Travelling  expenses  of  Members  attend- 
ing Meetings  of  Committte,  • 


£70    0  0 

35    0  0 

5  14  0 

14  10  0 

68     9  8 


IX.  Balance  in  f&vonr  of  Committee,  viz. : — 

On  General  Fund,        '  . 
On  Endowment  Fund,    « 
On  Kilberry  Endowment,' 
On  Shieldag  Endowment, 
On  Glenquoich  Endowment 
On  Morven  Endowment, 
On  Kilninian  Endowm'ent, 


£2768    0  9 

338  12  1 

172  13  9 

13  11  1 

38  11  10 

105     1  5 

45    9  0 


300    6  10 


Brought  forward,     £2100  13    4 

II.  Expenses  of  Ministers  on  Evangelistic  Deputations,  Tracts, 
ecc.,       .  ■*•••• 

IIL  Aid  to  Students  : — 

1.  Bursaries  at  Edinburgh,       .  .         £30     0     0 

Do.       at  Glasgow,  .  .  20    0    0 

Do.       at  Aberdeen,         .  .  10    0    0 

2.  Students,      .  .  .  .  42     0     0 

3.  Do.,      engaged  in  Biissionary  Work,    242     Q     0 


344    0    0 
457  14  11 


4850    0 

106    8 

31    0 


0 
1 
0 


193  13    8 


3498  19  11 
£12,782  16    9 


Collection,  1863, 


Collection,  1865, 


Collection,  1867, 


£3025    9    6 


£3084  15    9 


£2902     1     2 


Expenditure,.  1863-64,      £3296  16    9 
„  1864-65,         3011  17    3 


Total.     £6308140 

Expenditnra,  1865-66,      £2955  12    4 
1866-67,         3007    6    4 


Total,     £6962188 

Expenditnie,  1867-68,      £3350    0    0 
1868-69,         3051    1    5 


i> 


Total,     £6401     1    5 


IV. 
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CoUectioo,  1869, 


£2999  16    5 


Collection,  1871, 


£3102  0  1 


Expenditure,  1869-70,   £3018  1  9 
1870-71,    3107  9  11 


» 


Total,     £6125  11     8 

Expenditure,  1871-72,       £3053     8     0 
1872-73,         3447  13     1 


Total,    £6501     1     1 


Collection,  1873, 


£3033    7  10 


Expenditura,  1873-74,       £3180     0     0 
„  1874-75,         3254  16    4 


Total,     £6434  16    4 


Collection,  1875, 


£3139     8     1  I  Expenditure,  1875-76,      £3153  11  11 


The  usaal  biennial  collection  for  the  Committee  was  made  in  October 
last,  and  the  amount  collected  was  fully  as  large  as  the  snm  realised  from 
the  collection  made  in  October  1873.  It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  the 
interest  of  the  Church  in  the  Committee's  work  has  not  therefore  de^ 
creased.  It  is  also  gratifying  to  the  Committee  to  find  that  the  proceeds 
from  stations  are  larger  than  they  had  been  for  several  years  back.  The 
sum  realised  this  year  through  the  Sustentation  Committee  is  £474, 14s.  Id., 
being  an  increase  over  last  year  of  £dl,  6s.  9d.  Juvenile  offerings — 
which  the  Committee  note  witU  interest — amount  to  JESlj  13s.  dd.,  being 
an  increase  over  the  amount  received  from  the  same  source  in  1874  of 
£12,  13fl.  9d.  The  increase  over* last  year,  however,  .is  only  lis.  Id. 
The  difference  is  not  great,  but  it  is  on  the  right  side.  -However  small 
the  sums  contributed  may  be,  they  not  only  add  to  the*  revenue  of  the 
Committee  in  the  meantime,  but  the  interest  awakened  in  the  minds  of 
the  young  in  this  way  in  connection  with  this  and  other  missions,  will  be 
a  lasting  boon  to  the  Church,  as  well  as  beneficial  to  the  young  people 
themselves.  '^  Train  up  a  child  in  the  way  he  should  go ;  and  when  he 
is  old  he  will  not  depart  from  it."  It  would  be  well  if  the  young  all 
over  the  Church  were  trained  early  to  give  to  the  cause  of  Christ. 

The  returns  from  the  fishing  Stations  are  also  in  advance  of  what  they 
were  last  year,  from  almost  all  the  Stations  to  which  deputies  were 
appointed.  Altogether  the  Committee  are  glad  to  be  able  to  report  that 
their  revenue  is  in  a  flourishing  condition.  The  balance  in  hand  on  the 
General  Fund  at  the  close  of  the  financial  year  was  £2768,  Os.  9d.,  being 
£87,  6s.  8d.  over  the  balance  at  the  same  period  two  years  ago.  At  the 
same  time  the  necessary  expenditure  of  the  Committee  in  carrying  on  their 
operations  will  henceforth  be  gre&ter  than  formerly.  Hitherto  the  Pro- 
bationers in  their  service  were  paid  at  the  rate  of  £60  a  year,  but  the 
increased  expense  of  living,  even  in  the  country,  rendered  this  sum  yearly 
more  inadequate  for  their  support.  The  Committee  therefore  felt  that  they 
could  not  any  longer  postpone  the  raising  of  the  Salary  of  Probationers. 
They  accordingly  fixed  it  at  the  rate  of  £70  per  annum  for  one  year  as 
an  experiment.  Taking  the  average  number  of  Probationers  in  the  direct 
employment  of  the  Committee  for  the  past  five  years  as  a  means  of 
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jadgiog  the  probable '  additional  expense  that  will*  be  incorred  by  ibis 
increase  in  their  Salaries,  it  has  been  calculated  that  this  will  be  aboot 
£200  a  year,  a  serious  additional  drain  on  a  revenue  that  depends  so 
largely  on  the  private  gifts  of  friends  as  your  Committee's  does.  Thej 
would  call  special  attention  to  this  matter,  in  the  hope  that  they  may 
receive  contributions  sufficient  to  enable  them  to  carry  on  their  operations 
with  comfort  till  they  benefit  from  another  collection. 

Agreeably  to  the  remit  of  Assembly,  the  Committee  appointed  a  Board 
for  the  Distribution  of  the  Funds  for  the  Highland  debts  liquidstion 
Scheme.  Arrangements  were  made  for  ascertaining  the  amount  of  debts 
on  the  different  congregations  entitled  to  benefit  by  the  Scheme,  and  the 
collection  has  been  made,  but  as  all  the  results  have  not  been  ascertained, 
the  Board  have  not  been  enabled  to  make  their  final  arrangements  in 
connection  with  the  matter,  but  these  will  be  made  as  soon  as  possible. 


SANCTIONED  CHABQES. 

The  settlements  that  have  been  made  in  connection  with  sanctioned 
charges  during  the  past  year  are  as  follows : — 


Oongregatlona. 

PrMbyteriet. 

Futon. 

1.  Gairloch,    • 

Lochcarron,  . 

Bev.  John  BaUlie. 

2.  Lyheter,     • 

Caithneaa,      , 

1 

„     Alex.  Lee. 

3.  Oban, 

Lom,     . 

• 

„     John  Mackay. 

4.  Tarbeii,      . 

lontyre,        < 

• 

„     M.  MacQueen. 

5.  Strathoonon, 

Dingwall, 

• 

„     D.  Macf  arlane. 

6.  CarlowAy,  • 

Lewis,  .        i 

1 

„     Bodk.  M*Bae. 

7.  Locha,        • 

Do.,    . 

» 

„     H.  Cameron. 

8.  KentoD,      .        • 

Damharton,  . 

„    Jamea  Dempeter. 

9.  North  Bate, 

Dunoon  and  Inverary, 

„     John  T.  M*Lean. 

10.  Danoon,  Gaelic, . 

Do., 

„     D.  M*NiooL 

I 

Seven  of  these  settlements  have  created  an  equal  number  of  vacancies, 
Tarbert,  Strathoonon,  and  Carloway  being  the  only  places  where  Proha- 
tioners  were  appointed.  The  following  congregations  are  now  without 
pastors : — 


Fresbyteiy. 

Oongragation. 

PrMbytsiy. 

1.  Poolewe, 

Lochcarron. 

12.  InTemeas, 

,  TnVAfflAflS. 

2.  Soath  Uist,  . 

Skye  and  Uist 

Eaat,  . 

>  xuwruvHV. 

3.  Port  Ellen,    . 

lalay. 

13.  Campbeltown, 

1  Kintyre. 

4.  Toroaay, 

Mull. 

Gaelic, 

5.  Tyree,  . 

Do. 

14.  Kilbeny, 

Da 

6.  Glenlyon, 

Breadalbane. 

Do. 

7.  Strathfillau,  . 

Do. 

16.  Whiting  Bay, 

Da 

8.  Nairn,  . 

Nairn. 

17.  McDonald  Oh., 

Glaagow. 

9.  Duihil, 

Abemethy. 

18    KilfinnAn 

(  Danoon  and     , 
Inverary. 

10.  Cromdale,     . 

Abernethy. 

11.  Moy,     . 

Invemeaa. 

19.  Ballachuliah, 

Abertar£ 
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This  exceeds  the  largest  naml)er  of  vacancies  that  existed  in  connection 
with  Gaeh'c  congregations  iu  any  one  year  for  the  last  twenty  years. 
Tbonghy  with  the  exception  of  the  Church  Extension  charges,  these 
congregations  are  not  emhraced  directly  in  the  Committee's  operations, 
yet  they  cannot  but  feel  how  important  it  is  that  they  should  be  speedily 
and  efficiently  supplied  with  a  Gospel  ministry. 


Assistants  have  bxen  employed  at — 


1.  Lawen. 

2.  Dornoch. 

3.  Eddrachillis. 


4.  Fodderty  (in  Smnmer). 
6.  Knockbain. 
6.  Ballachuhsh. 


7.  Boss  of  MulL 

8.  Cawdor. 

9.  KilliiL 


CHUEOH  EXTENSION  CHAEGES. 

Whiting  Bay;  Danoon,  Gaelic;  and  Tyree  have  been  added  to  the  list  of 
Church  Extension  Charges  since  last  Report  was  given  in.  A  pastor  has 
just  been  placed  over  the  congregation  at  Dunoon,  and  the  congregation 
at  Whiting  Bay  elected  one  recently. 

In  the  case  of  Tyree,  which  last  Assembly  recommended  to  their  special 
care,  the  Committee  were  enabled  to  report  to  the  Commission  of  Assembly 
in  November  that  the  contemplated  endowment  of  £1000  had  been 
completed  in  behalf  of  the  congregation,  and  the  Commission  sanctioned 
it  as  a  ministerial  charge.  A  church  and  manse  are  not  yet  built,  but  a 
site  has  been  fixed  upon.  Mr.  Donald  Stewart,  missionary,  has  under- 
taken to  collect  funds  to  aid  in  meeting  the  expense  of  erecting  suitable 
buildings,  and  the  congregation  have  subscribed  according  to  their 
ability  in  money,  and  they  will  do  more  still  in  labour  when  the  work 
is  commenced.  The  same  deep  interest  in  divine  things  still  exists 
among  the  people.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Lee  of  Lybster  revisited  the  Island  in 
September  with  the  view  of  dispensing  the  Communion.  Heanish  was 
the  place  fixed  upon  for  meeting  on  the  Sabbath  of  the  Communion  as 
the  most  central  and  convenient.  At  an  early  hour  of  the  day  it  was 
found  that  the  Baptist  Chapel,  which  was  placed  at  their  disposal,  '*  could 
not  hold  half  the  people  assembled,  and  they  were  still  gathering'from  all 
directions."  The  services  had  therefore  to  be  conducted  in  the  open  air, 
near  ''M'Rae's  Enoll,"  so  named  in  remembrance  of  a  powerfiil  service 
held  there  in  Disruption  days  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  M'Rae,  late  of  Carloway, 
and  the  late  Rev.  Mr.  McLean  of  Stomoway.  There  was  scarcely  a  meet- 
ing held  when  parties  did  not  remain  behind  in  deep  anxiety,  desirous  of 
converse  about  the  way  of  salvation.  Mr.  Eraser,  Coll,  reports  to  the 
same  effect,  and  later  intimation  is  to  the  efiect  that  a  part  of  the  Island 
where  the  people  were  but  little  affected  daring  the  earlier  manifestations 
of  the  movement  was  now  deeply  moved. 

In  these  circumstances  the  Committee  rejoice  in  the  prospect  of  a  pastor 
being  soon  placed  over  the  congregation,  and  they  feel  assured  that  the 
Assembly  and  the  whole  Church  will  rejoice  with  them. 
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List  of  Chubch  Extekeson  Obaroes  iu  the  Highlands  at  15th  March 
1876,  in  OsDEB  of  Sanction,  with  Date  of  Settlement. 


Name  of  Charge. 


1.  Bownoro.      . 

t2.  Fortingall,     . 

•3.  Kilbeny  and  ) 

S.Knapdale  f 

t4.  Lochfyneside, 

•6.  South     Uisty 
and  Barra,  / 

6.  Ardruhaig,    . 

7.  Glehsbiel, 

8.  Altnaharra,    . 

9.  Kilcalmonell, 

10.  Ardow^  1 

Torloisk,  .   J 

11.  Coigach,    .    . 

12.  Ardnamnixshan 
18.  Strathconoo,  . 

14.  Gk)ran,  Gaelic, 

15.  PortnahayeD, . 

16.  Danoon, 

Gaelic, 

17.  Whiting  Bay, 

18.  Tjrree,  . 


Presbytery. 

Date  of 
BanctioiL 

Islay,     .    .    . 

185d 

Breadalbane,  . 

1860 

Kintyre,     .    • 

1862 

r  Dunoon  and  1 
\    Inyeraraj,  / 

1863 

Skye  and  UiBt, 

1864 

f  DnnooD  and ) 
1    Inyeraray,  j 

1866 

Lx)choarroB,     . 

1865 

Tongue,     •    • 

1869 

Kintjre,     .    . 

1870 

Lorn  and  Mull, 

1872 

Lochcarron,    • 

1872 

Lorn  and  Mull, 

1873 

Dingwall,  .    . 

1873 

Glasgow,    .    . 

1874 

Islaj,     .    .    . 

1874 

Dunoon  and  i 

1875 

Inyeraiy,     \ 

Rintyre,    •    • 

1875 

Mull,    .    .    . 

1875 

Miniater. 


Date  of  Settlement. 


I 


Bev.  A.  Macintosh,  I   March  26,  1874. 
„    D.  M.  Connell,     May  20,  1862. 


ft 


Jno.  Clarke, 


John  Stewart, 

Angus  Mackay, 
J.  D.  Mackay, 
Alex.  MacRae, 

Alex.  Paterson, 

Arch.  Beaton, 
Nicol  Camphell, 
D.  Macfarlane, 
A.  Cameron, 
J.  G.  M'Neill, 

Bev.  D.  M'Niool, 


tt 

*t 
tt 
It 

tt 

11 
tt 
»» 

ft 
tf 


Sept    9,  1867. 


June    9,   1868. 

July  1867. 

Sept.  27,  1871. 
April  20,  1875. 

Feh.  27,  1873. 

Oct.  1,  1872. 
Jan.  1,  1874. 
Jan.  6,  1876. 
Aug.  21,  1874. 
May   5,  1875. 

Mar.  80,  1876. 


This  year  the  sum  required  for  making  np  the  Stipends  of  the  Ministers 
of  these  charges,  amounted  to  £380,  48.  lid.,  and  was  supplied  hy  William 
Mackiunon,  Esq.  of  Balnakill,  and  friends.  To  them  the  Church  is 
greatly  indehted  for  theur  munificent  gifts. 


STATIONS. 

I.  Districts  formally  disjoined  from  the  charges  to  which  they  previously 
belonged.  One  new  Station,  Acharacle,  in  the  Presbytery  of  Mull,  has 
been  added  to  the  list  in  the  course  of  the  year.  This  district  was 
formerly  connected  with  Strontian.  It  promises  to  be  an  interesting 
Station,  but  there  is  no  church,  and  the  meeting-place  is  too  small  for  the 
congregation.  There  is  a  movement  set  on  foot  by  the  people  for  collect- 
ing fdnds  to  enable  them  to  build  a  church,  and  the  Committee  wish  them 
all  success  in  their  undertaking.  The  following  is  a  list  of  the  Stations 
under  this  head  embraced  in  the  operations  of  the  Committee :— 

« 

*  These  have  been  put  on  the  Equal  Dividend  Platfonn. 

•Y  There  is  a  special  arrangement  by  which  these  get  a  Grant  from  the^^Sustentation 
Fund  Committee. 
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SUtioiii. 

PrMbyisriM. . 

Post  Towns. 

1.  Jiii»  and  Golonsay, 

Islay,     .... 

Lochgilphead. 

2.  Kilchrennan, 

Lorn,      .... 

Inveraray. 

3.  Kflfinichen  (Brolas),    . 

Mull 

Arcs,  MolL 

4.  Morren,      •        • 

Do,,      .... 

Fort- William. 

6.  Acharaole,  . 

Do.,      .... 

Strontian. 

6.  AmnlTee,     . 

Breadalbane, . 

Dnnkeld. 

7.  StrathglaM  and  Maald, 

Inyemess, 

Inverness. 

8*  Strathgarve,         • 

Dingwall, 

Dingwall. 

9.  Kildonan,    . 

Dornoch, 

Helmsdale. 

10.  Arisaig, 

Abertarff, 

Fort-William. 

11.  Small  Isles, 

Skye  and  XTist, 

Arisaig. 

12.  Boraray  and  Bemara,  . 

Da, 

Lochmaddy. 

13.  St  Kilda,    . 

Do, 

Stomoway. 

14.  Oigha  (Oatecliist), 

E^in^yre,         • 

Tayinloan. 

15.  Carradale  and  Skipness, 

Do., 

Tarbert 

16.  Croick, 

Tain,      .... 

Ardgay. 

17.  Stroan,        •        •        . 

Dnnkeld, 

Blair  Athole. . 

18.  Craignxsh,    . 

Dnnoon  and  Inveraray,  . 

Lochgilphead. 

19.  Kinlochewe, 

Loohcarron,    .                 • 

DingwaJL 

20.  Wick  (Gaelic),     . 


Caithness, 

Wick. 

Eilfinichen,  Morven,  and  Strathgarve  have  forwarded  Schedules  of 
Application  for  Sanction,  with  recommendations  from  the  Presbyteries 
within  the  bounds  of  which  the  different  Stations  are  situated.  They 
are  all  necessitous  districts,  and,  although  labouring  under  many  dis- 
advantages with  respect  of  the  public  means  of  grace,  have  continued 
faithful  to  Free  Church  principles  since  the  Disruption.  These  districts 
are  in  many  respects  different  from  newly  erected  Stations,  which  have 
not  endured  such  trials  as  they,  and  on  this  account  they  deserve  all  the 
support  and  encouragement  the  Ohurch  may  see  proper  to  give  them. 


II.  Districts  connected  with  other  charges,  where  ihissionaries  are 
employed  chiefly  in  summer.  Under  this  head  also  are  classed  temporary 
Mission  Stations,  started  for  the  benefit  of  Highland  labourers  in  districts 
where  large  bodies  of  them  are  found  p^  railway  and  other  works.  They 
generally  apply  for  Gaelic  services,  through  a  neighbouring  minister,  and, 
as  a  rule,  contribute  very  well  in  support  of  the  mission.  One  such 
mission  has  just  been  started  at  Inverkeithing,  for  the  benefit  of  an 
influx  population  working  at  the  railway  in  progress  there.  The  Shin- 
ness  Mission  was  started  in  December  1874  for  the  benefit  of  the 
labourers  engaged  in  the  reclamation  work  carried  on  there  by  the  Duke 
of  Sutherland,  and  the  contributions  received  from  thep^  for  seventeen 
months,  to  24th  April  last,  amount  to  £83,  28.  6d, 

The  Highlanders  having  removed  from  Mary  hill,  the  mission  there 
was  discontinued  last  summer*  For  the  same  cause  the  Kilmarnock 
Mission  (latterly  removed  to  Stewarton)  was  discontinued  during  the 
summer  months.  About  the  beginning  of  winter,  however,  the  Oaelio 
peculation  increased  in  and  about  ]^ilmamock,  and  the  mission  was 
resumed,  and  is  still  held  on. 
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There  are  12  of  these  Stations,  as  follows : — 


Station. 

Presbytery. 

PostTowa 

• 

1.  Athelstaaeford  (Caiechibt), 

HaddingtoB  and  Dunbar^ 

Drem. 

2.  Glengarry  and  Tomdoun, 

Abertarff,       * 

Fprt-WiUiam. 

3.  Olencoe  (three  months),   . 

Do.,            , 

Do. 

4.  Glen  Etive  and  Glen  Creran, 

LorD^     .         .        . 

Taynuilti 

5.  Ohan  (three  months), 

Do.,      .... 

Oban. 

6.  Greenock  (Gaelic),    . 

Greenock, 

7.  Broomielaw  (Gaelic  Mis.), 

Glasgow, 

Qlasgow. 

Irvine,   .         ..... 

Kilmarnock. 

9.  Barra  (Catechist),     . 

Skye  and  Uist, 

Lochmaddy. 

10.  Lochgoilhead  (Catechist)^ . 

Dunoon  and  lnverary»    . 

Inverarair. 

11.  Shinness, 

Dornoch, 

Lairg. 

12.  Inverkeithing,         .• 

Dunfennlikie/ 

North  Qneensleiry. 

T^Afiir^AB     fllA      ftVkOir*..    t.llA     C\t 

• 

n    nnnneAtion   with 

Gaelic  meetings  held  at  Fartick  and  Spiingbiirn,  near  Glasgow  f>  also  in 
connection  with  one  oj^  two  meetings  in  the  Hebrides. 


FISHING  STATIONS. 

IIL  The  Committee  endeavour  to  send  deputies  for  eight  wee&s  to 
Fishing  Stations  frequented  by  Highlanders  at  the  herring-fishing 
season. 

The  chief  of  these  are :— » 


1.  Stomoway.      ') 

2.  Lochmaddy.    f  Westerly 

3.  Benbeculsw       t  Talahda. 

4.  Lochboisdale,  ) 
6.  Wick.  J 

6.  Helmsdale.   >Caithiieifr; 

7.  Lybater.       r 


» Moray  Firth* 


8.  Borghead. 

9.  Lossiemouth. 

10.  *  Backie. 

11.  Macduff. 

12.  Rosehearty. 

13.  Fraserbnrgh. 

14.  Peterhead. 
Ui  Howth.    )Ontheooartof 
16.  Ardglalti. )        Ireland. 


PROBATIONERS. 

Six  of  the  Gaelic-speaking  Students  who  finished  their  course  of  studies 
for  the  ministry  last  year  a.re  now  in  the  service  of  the  Committee.  There 
are  eight  who  have  completed  their  course  in  the  Cerent  Colleges  of  the 
Church  this  year. 

The  Probationers  now  on  the  Boll  are  the  following  i-^-^ 

1.  Probationers  licensed  before  last  year. 

1.  Rev.  Mordo  M'lntyre,  Pre-Disraption  Probationer. 


2.  Rev.  Colin  Eraser. 

3.  „    Peter  M*Intosh. 

4.  „    Jas.  Fletcher. 

5.  n    Ewan  Matheson. 

6.  ,.     Angus  M'Kenzie. 


>» 


7.  Rev.  David  Fergoioiu 

8.  n    \ym.  Fraseh 

9.  „    Alex.  Chistiolm. 

10.  „    D.  C.  Mackenzie. 

11.  :.    Jas.  Derwar. 
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12.  Rev.  Jas.  Row. 


13. 
14. 
15. 

M 

» 

G«orge  MacLeod. 
Dun.  MacMurchy. 
Cliarlea  6.  Roaa. 

16. 

»9 

Alexr.  Chmat. 

17. 
18. 

n 

91 

Donald  GampbelL 
Alexr.  M*NeUl. 

19. 

»> 

Malcolm  M'PhaiL 

20. 

» 

Doncan  Fmlayson. 

21.  Rev.  Duncan  GampbelL 


22. 

« 

Duncan  Black. 

23. 

>» 

Rodk.  M*Donald. 

24. 

ff 

Donald  M'Innes. 

25. 

•f 

Jdm  R.  M'Neill. 

26. 

4 

Donald  Martin. 

27. 

t> 

James  M*Leod. 

28. 

If 

John  CampbelL 

2.  Those  licensed  since  last  Assembly : — 


29.  Rev.  W.  Mackinnon. 

30.  .,     Peter  M'lver. 

31.  „    Donald  Mackay. 


32.  Rev.  Nicol  Nicolaon. 

33.  ..     Donald  McDonald. 


>y 


Ordained  Mianonary, 
Rev.  John  Macka^y,  St  Kilda. 

Gkelic-speaking  Students  who  have  this  year  finished  their  theological 
curriculum  :— 


Mr.  Dwen  M*Leod  in  Edinbuigh. 
Mr.  John  MOoU      „        do. 
JAr.  John  Finlayson  do. 

Mr.  A.  Grant  in  Aberdeen. 


Mr.  Alex.  Gumming  in  Qlaagow. 
Mr.  Alex.  S.  MacPheei      do. 
Mr.  Duncan  MacRae,  do. 

M^.  Archd.  MacTavish,      do. 


LIST  OF  CATEGHISTS. 


1.  Keil  Ma)onald,  East  Lothian. 

2.  Alex.  Marray,  Edinburgh  &  Leith. 

3.  Alex.  Gilmore,  Strathpeffer. 

4.  Duncan  Gameron,  Gigha. 

5.  William  Gampbell,  Halkirk  (re^ed) 

6.  Golin  Sinclair,  Leith.. 

7.  Norman  Munro,  Stenscholl. 

8.  Peter  M'Intosh,  Gampbelton. 

9.  Ronald  MDonald,  IJig.  Skye. 

10.  John  M'Leati,  North  Uist. 

1 1.  Donald  M'Queen,  Bracadale. 

12.  Neil  Stewart,  Grimsay. 

13.  John  Stewart,  Abemethy. 

14.  Murdoch  M'Leod,  Lochs. 

15.  Donald  Gattanach,  Rothiemurchus. 


16.  Gharles  M*Leod,  Islay. 
17*  Kenneth  MTherson,  Ness. 

18.  Roderick  Forbes,  Poolewe. 

19.  Duncan  Black,  Kilteam  {retired^.  ' 

20.  John  M^aughton,  Laggan. 

2 1 .  James  M 'Kenzie,  A ssynt  and  Stoer. 

22.  Malcolm  M'Donald,  Kilmalie. 

23.  Donald  Henderson,  TJrray.- 

24.  Norman  M'Lean,  Barra. 

25.  Donald  Gameron,  Acharacle. 

26.  Robert  Simpson,  Ferintosh. 

27.  Duncan  M'Beth,  Applecroas. 

28.  Alexander  M'Donald,  DingwalL 

29.  Allan  Fraaer,  Ullapool. 


DEPUTATI0N8. 

The  Deputies  and  the  Stations  they  visited  during  the  past  year  are 
as  follows : — 

«ir.  .  (  Rev.  John  S.  MaoPhail,  Kilniuir. 

^^^       •  •  •  (  „  Gnstavua  Aiid. 

Lybster,   .  •  •  »f  D.  M'Donald,  Probationer. 

C  „  Archd.  Beaton,  Goigach. 

Peterhead,  .         ^  „  D.  MacBAaster,  Back  (latter  half  of 

I  Session.) 

C  „  D.   MaoMaster,  Back  (first  half  of 
Fraserbnrgh,                             <  Session.) 

I  „  John  M'Donald,  Feara. 
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Maodnff,       ) 
Bosehearty,  ) 

• 

• 

Her.  A.  Fraser,  ColL 

*                             • 

Stomoway, 

• 

• 

Finlay  Oraham,  SleatL 
N.  Taylor,  Dandea 

Ardglaas, 

1 

»» 

Alex.  Maodonald,  Aiddaoh. 

• 

• 

»> 

Neil  Dewar,  Kingnasie. 

Tyree,       . 

(         M 

Alex.  Lee,  Lybster. 

■ 

• 

Alex.  Fraser,  Coll. 

Brolaa, 

• 

■ 

M 

A.  M*Rae,  Glennrqabart 

Ariaaig,    . 

■ 

• 

>y 

John  MacPherson,  Locbalsh. 

Strome  Ferry, 

• 

• 

»> 

Dnncan  Macgregor,  Dundee. 

Uig. 

• 

• 

»> 

D.  Murray,  Tarbat 

EilcbrenDan, 

• 

• 

»» 

Hugh  Monro,  Kilmorie. 

Ladies'  AjBsociatioii  Schoola, 

» 

Professor  Mac^^gor. 

It  18  with  very  great  anxiety  that  the  Committee  look  forward  this 
year  to  the  depatation  department  of  their  work.     Not  that  they  fear  that 
.  ministers  will  be  less  willing  than  usual  to  accept  of  appointments  of 
this  kind,  even  at  inconvenience  to  themselves.    But  their  anxiety. is  from 
another  source.     A  glance  at  the  preceding  pages  of  this  report  will  show 
that,  large  though  their  staff  of  workers  is,  the  ordinary  work  of  the  Com- 
mittee with  eighteen  vacant  congregations  and  eight  assistantships,  more 
than  absorbs  all  the  preachers  on  their  roll,  and  in  point  of  fact  they  have 
been  obliged  to  give  but  very  irregular  supplies  to  several  of  their  stations 
for  some  time  past,  and  even  with  the  service  of  students  are  now  unable 
to  meet  all  the  demands  made  upon  them.     They  cannot,  however,  think 
of  abandoning  this  department  entirely.      They  will  use  their  utmost 
endeavour  to  supply  the  most  important,  at  least^  of  the  fishing  stations, 
although  this  will  necessitate  the  withdrawal  of  supplies  from  some  of 
their  regular  stations. 

ENDOWMENT  SCHEME. 

The  importance  of  this  scheme  can  hardly  be  over-estimated.  It  has 
been  the  means  of  enabling  the  Church  to  supply  several  poor  and  desti- 
tute districts  with  the  means  of  grace  through  an  ordained  ministry,  which 
would  otherwise  remain  in  their  destitute  condition.  There  are  still 
many  deserving  localities,  which,  if  the  Committee  had  the  means,  they 
would  most  gladly  eedow  partially,  so  as  to  enable  them  to  obtain 
sanction  as  Church  Extension  charges  When  the  Committee  think  of 
the  steadfastness  with  which  such  stations  as  Morven,  Eilfinichen,  etc., 
have  adhered  to  Free  Church  principles  ever  since  the  Disruption,  thirty- 
three  years  ago,  and  all  that  time  but  irregularly  supplied,  and  receiving 
church  privileges  at  the  hands  of  ministers  not  their  own,  it  grieves  them 
very  much  that  they  are  unable  to  extend  to  them  the  benefits  of  the 
scheme.  The  Committee  are  sensible  of  the  large  support  they  have 
already  obtained  from  rich  and  liberal  friends  of  the  Church  and  the 
Highlands,  in  connection  with  this  scheme.  They  feel  assured  that  were 
the  calls  that  are  made  on  those  beneficent  friends  with  reference  toother 
schemes,  similarly  important,  less  frequent,  they  would  yet  receive  such 
support  as  would  enable  them  to  endow  many  of  the  most  necessitous 
localities  embraced  in  their  operations.  They  desire  anew  to  call  the 
earnest  attention  of  the  Church  to  this  matter,  and  of  the  friends  of  the 
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Highlands  to  the  fonn  of  bequest  found  on  the  second  page  of  this  report 
The  regulations  under  which  such  endowments  are  asked,  and  which  have 
been  approved  by  the  General  Assembly  are  as  follows : — 


«i 


That  a  Bom  of  not  less  than  £1000  be  aimed  at,  to  be  apportioned  for  the 
benefit  of  each  snch  charge ;  it  being  understood  that  this  endowment  shall  not 
be  available  except  im  those  cases  in  which  the  General  Assembly  is  satisfied 
that  the  Congregation  is  doing  its  duty  to  the  Siutentation  Fund. 

"  That  snch  Endowments  be  funded  in  the  names  of  the  General  Trustees  for 
the  Church,  but  under  the  control  of  this  Committee,  as  subject  to  the  super- 
yision  and  direetion  of  the  General  AaaesMf^ 

''That  the  proceeds  of  such  £ndowme«[|8  be  annually  paid  in,  on  behalf  of 
each  Charge,  to  tiie  General  Sustentation  Fund. 

"  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  this  Committee,  with  the  authority  of  the  General 
Assembly,  to  transfer  suc^  endowments  from  any  one  Charge  in  the  Highlands 
to  another  similar  Charge,  if  at  any  time  the  continuance  of  the  Chaige  first 
endowed  be  deemed  unnecessary,  or  the  oireumstances  be  so  changed  as  not  to 
require  it." 

THOS.  MfLAUCHLAN,  Convener. 


LIST  OP  EXISTING  ENDOWMENTS. 

South  Uist, 
Btratb,      •  • 

Kilmuiry  . 
St  Eilda, 

Fodderty(  Legacy), 
Ardehattao, 
Kilmartin,  • 

Bowmore,  Invested, 
Torosay,  • 

Ardow  and  Torloisk,  f]^?"*^!       '      *!??    ^    H 

INotyetmyested*    300    0    0/ 

Baaaay,    .  •  •  . 

Kilbeny,  .  «  •  • 

Shieldag, .  .  •  • 

Morven  received,  ready  to  be  Invested, 

Portnahaven,       .  • 

Ardnamnrchan,  .  • 

Badenoch,  for  Cateohist, . 

Tjrree,      •  .  .  . 


£1000 

0 

0 

600 

0 

0 

600 

0 

0 

600 

0 

0 

2700 

0 

0 

600 

0 

0 

1000 

0 

0 

600 

0 

0 

800 

0 

0 

1000 

0 

0 

1000 

0 

0 

140 

0 

0 

160 

0 

0 

100 

0 

0 

1000 

0 

0 

600 

0 

0 

600 

0 

0 

1000 

0 

0 

Total,        .    £12,990    0    0 


No.  V. 
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The  following  is  the  Treasurer's  Statement  of  the  General  College 
Fund  for  the  past  year : — 

COLLEGE  GENERAL  FUND. 

Income  for  the  year  1875-6, £2658  17    9 

Expenditure — 

Balance  due  by  Fund  at  31st  March  1875,       £56  17     5 
Payments  daring  the  year,     .         .  2566     5  11 

2628    3    4 


Balance  in  favour  of  Fund,    .  £35  14    5 

The  church-door  collection  amounted  to  £2592,  19b.  4d.,  being  £92,  28.  9d. 
more  than  last  year.  The  donations  amount  to  £65,  18b.  5d.,  being  £30,  198. 
above  last  year. 

The  Assembly  of  1874  assigned  £13,000  of  the  White  Legacy  to  the 
Oeneral  College  Endowment  Fand.  After  mature  deliberation  and  full 
conference  with  the  Senates  of  the  several  Colleges,  this  sum  has  been 
divided  among  the  three  Colleges  as  follows : — £6000  to  the  New 
Ck>llege,  Edinburgh,  £4000  to  Glasgow,  and  £3000  to  Aberdeen.  It 
cannot  but  be  gratifying  to  the  Church  to  know  that  some  addition  is 
thus  secured  to  the  inadequate  salaries  of  our  Professors.  But  these 
salajries  are  still  far  short  of  what  they  ought  to  be ;  and  endowments 
must  be  largely  increased  before  we  can  be  independent  of  the  Annual 
Collection. 

NEW  COLLEGE. 

A  very  generous  offer  has  been  made  to  the  New  College,  the  nature 
and  terms  of  which  are  explained  in  the  following  Minutes  of  the 
Senatus :— ^ 

5  A 


2  BEPOBT  OF  COLLBOB  COMMITTEE.  ^* 

Sknatk  Hall,  New  College,  Jan.  13, 1876. 
The  Senatus  of  the  New  College  being  met  and  duly  constitiited  : 

Inter  cUkt,^^ 

"  The  Principal  reminded  the  Senatos  that  for  several  years  efforts  had  been 
made  to  provide  the  Students  with  the  means  of  instruction  in  Elocution,  that 
Principal  Candlish  had  taken  much  interest  in  the  matter,  thit,  mainly  by  his 
aid,  tins  had  to  some  extent  been  accomplished,  and  that,  later,  similar  efforts  had 
been  made  with  some  success.  The  Principal  also  submitted  a  Memorandum  of 
an  offer  by  a  liberal  member  of  the  Free  Church  to  endow  the  teaching  of 
Elocution  in  connection  with  the  New  College. 

•*  The  Senatus  very  highly  approve  of  the  object  in  view,  and  resolve  to 
express  their  deep  sense  of  the  wise  and  generous  spirit  evinced'  by  this  friend. 
The  Senatus  also  cordially  agree  to  co-operate  to  the  utmost  of  their  power  with 
the  view  of  having  his  intentions  fully  carried  out." 

New  College,  Senate  Hall»  Jan.  21»  1876. 

The  Senatus  being  met  and  duly  constituted  : 

Inter  oKo, — 

"In  regard  to  the  teaching  of  Elocution,  the  Principal  submitted  'Heads  of 


Arrangement,'  with  the  view  to  carrying  out  the  wishes  of  the  libersl  friend 
referred  to  in  minutes  of  last  meeting.  The  Principal  stated  that  in  drawing  up 
these  regulations  an  object  kept  in  view  had  been  to  lay  as  little  additional 
work  on  the  students  as  possible,  consistently  with  the  intentions  of  the  friend 
who  offers  the  endowment ;  and  that,  in  point  of  fact,  no  greater  amount  of  the 
time  which  students  have  at  their  disposal  during  the  winter  session  would  be 
required  than  many  of  them  have  already  been  in  the  habit  of  devoting  to  the 
object" 

New  College,  Senate  Hall»  Feb.  4,  1876. 
The  Senatus  being  met  and  duly  constituted  : 
Inter  alia,'^ 

"  The  following  communication  from  J.  Fulton,  Esq.,  Clinton  Road,  Edinboxgh, 
was  submitted : — 

*•' January  26,  1876. 

*' '  I  promise  to  present  the  sum  of  Eight  Thousand  pounds  to  the  Free  Church 
of  Scotland,  to  be  invested  for  the  purpose  of  providing  to  the  Students  attend- 
ing the  New  College,  Edinburgh,  a  complete  course  of  training  in  the  art  of 
Elocution.  The  appointment  of  the  Professor  or  Teacher,  the  terms  of  the 
engagement,  and  whole  arrangements  to  be  in  the  hands  of  the  Senatus : — ^pro- 
viding that  the  sum  of  £30,  at  least,  annually  out  of  said  endowment  "^^H  be  set 
aside  for  prizes ;  in  awarding  which  prizes  special  weight  to  be  given  to  a  sus- 
tained course  in  distinct  utterance:  the  gainer  of  the  first  prise  not  to  be 
allowed  to  compete  again,  and  the  gainer  of  the  second  to  compete  again  only  for 
the  first. 

"  *  And  further  providing  that  if  upon  fair  trial,  say  for  a  period  of  ten  yean 
at  least,  it  shall  be  found  that  this  training  does  not  yield  results  in  some  good 
measure  commensurate  with  its  cost,  it  shall  be  competent  for  the  Chni«h,  on 
the  vote  of  two  successive  General  Assemblies  to  that  effect,  to  change  the 
destination  of  the  said  endowment  to  some  better  purpose,  but  always  only  in 
connection  with,  and  in  furtherance  of^  the  proper  teaching  of  the  said  New 
College,  Edinburgh,  (Initialed)  J.  F.' 

"The  Senatus  agree  to  record  their  cordial  thanks  to  Mr.  Fulton  for  this  lai^ 
and  liberal  offer,  and  they  instruct  the  Secretary  to  forward  eztimct  minutes  on 
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this  Babject  to  the  College  Committee  at  its  next  meeting,  with  the  view  of  its 

being  laid  before  the  next  General  Assembly." 

• 

The  proposal  is  now  submitted  to  the  Assembly  for  its  approval.  It 
will  no  doubt  be  felt  that  the  most  cordial  thanks  are  due  to  the 
gentleman  who  has  shown  sucb  large-hearted  liberality. 

GLASGOW. 

A  moYement  has  recently  been  commenced  among  the  friends  of  the 
Glasgow  College,  for  the  purpose  of  completing  the  Endowment  Fund,  or 
at  least  of  increasing  it  to  such  an  extent  as  would  materially  improve 
the  present  inadequate  salaries.  Several  very  liberal  subscriptions  have 
already  been  promised.  If  this  movement  is  crowned  with  the  success  it 
deserves,  it  may  be  an  encouragement  to  friends  elsewhere  to  move  in  a 
similar  direction. 


ABEBDEEN  COLLEGE. 

The  appointment  of  Dr.  Binnie  to  the  new  Chair  of  Church  History  at 
the  August  Commission,  completing  as  it  did  the  staff  at  Aberdeen,  was 
a  source  of  much  satisfiiction  to  all  who  were  interested  in  the  College. 
But  on  the  other  hand,  the  death  of  Principal  Lumsden,  which  followed 
80  soon  after,  was  felt  by  those  who  knew  his  position  and  influence  to 
be  a  loss  of  the  most  serious  kind.  The  Committee  has  recorded  its 
sentiments  in  regard  to  Principal  Lumsden,  his  character  and  serviceSi  in 
the  following  minute : — 

'*  The  Committee  desire  to  pat  on  record  their  deep  sense  of  the  loss  sustained 
by  them,  and  by  the  Chnrch  at  large,  by  the  sudden  death  of  Principal  Lumsden 
on  the  17th  day  of  this  month.  He  took  an  intelligent,  active,  and  useful  part 
in  the  general  business  of  the  Free  Church,  and  in  several  of  the  Committees  by 
which  the  administration  of  its  affairs  are  carried  on.  In  the  north-eastern 
oonntiee  of  Scotland  he  was  tlie  chief  instrument  in  the  work  of  Home  Missions 
and  Chnrch  Extension,  and  there  are  several  flourishing  congregations  which,  under 
God,  owe  their  existence  to  his  indefatigable  energy.  He  was  also  honoured  to 
become  a  leading  instrument  in  the  extension  and  hopeful  revival  of  evangelical 
religion  in  the  kingdom  of  Sweden.  But  it  is  with  relation  to  his  College  work 
as  Principal  and  Professor  at  Aberdeen  that  this  Committee  is  chiefly  concerned. 
Mainly  through  his  influence  and  agency  the  College  there  was  provided  with  a 
fourth  Professor  during  this  year,  and  it  pleased  the  Lord  to  remove  him  just  a 
few  days  before  the  commencement  of  what  promiaed  to  be  to  him  the  most 
profitable  and  pleasing  session  in  which  he  had  ever  laboured,  thus  affording  an 
illastration  of  the  truth  that  one  soweth  and  another  reapeth.  Within  the 
College,  and  in  his  relation  to  the  students,  he  exercised  an  influence  for  good, 
which  in  many  districts  and  congregations  has  produced,  and  will  long  continue 
to  produce,  the  happiest  results.  His  influence  did  not  rest  exclusively  on  the 
wise  and^ble  instructions  imparted  by  him  to  those  who  were  placed  under  his 
chacge,  but  perhaps  still  more  on  the  kind  and  paternal  interest  he  manifested  in 
them  individually.  They  knew  and  esteemed  him  as  their  personal  friend,  and 
were  greatiy  stimulated  in  all  their  preparations  for  the  work  of  the  ministry,  by 
his  affectionate  concern  for  their  welfare.  His  loss  is  in  many  respects  irreparable 
in  the  Institution  in  which  his  chief  labours  were  carried  on.  But  the  Lord  who 
hath  taken  him  to  his  rest  abideth,  and  is  able  to  supply  all  the  need  of  those 
who  trust  in  Him. 
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**The  Committee  alBO  record  their  sympatlij  with  the  bereared  relstiTet  of 
the  deceased,  and  direct  a  copy  of  this  minute  to  be  sent  to  the  eldest  mirviving 

brother." 

For  the  carrying  on  of  Principal  Lumsden's  Glasses  during  the  session 
the  following  arrangement  was  proposed  by  the  Senatos  and  approved  by 
Committee  : — ' 

"  1.  That  with  a  view  to  bring  the  teaching  of  Church  History  next  year  into 
accordance  with  the  scheme  sanctioned  by  the  August  Commission,  the  daas  of 
Junior  Church  History  shall  not  meet  this  session. 

'*  2.  That  the  two  classes  of  Systematic  Theology  be  combined,  meeting  with 
Br.  Binnie  for  one  hour  daily. 

*'3.  That  the  exposition  of  a  doctrinal  epistle  be  undertaken  by  F^roSesaor 
Smith  on  one  hour  weekly,  when  he  will  meet  with  the  second,  third,  and  fomik 
classes  combined. 

**  4.  That  it  remain  open  to  the  Senatus  to  call  on  Bev.  John  Rae,  Librarian 
of  the  College,  to  read  certain  of  the  late  Principal  Lumsden's  lectures  if  the 
burden  of  the  foregoing  arrangements  shall  in  the  course  of  the  session  prove  too 
heavy  for  the  Professors." 

This  arrangement  was  carried  ont,  the  Senatus  entrosting  to  Mr.  Bae 
the  weekly  examination  on  the  Text-book  of  Systematic  Theology. 

The  numl)er  of  students  attending  the  several  Colleges  daring  the  past 
session  was  as  follows^  detailed  lists  being  given  in  the  Appendix : — 

New  College.  Glasgow.  Aberdeen. 

Ordinary,  .         .         92  48  21 

Others,      ...        35  13  2 
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Wm.  LAUGHTON, 
Cmvener. 
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EDINBURGH. 


LIST  OP  TheoloqicaIi  Students  (not  Ordinary),  or  Students  not  fully 
enrolled  *,  who  attended  the  New  College,  Session  1875-76. 


Na 

Name. 

No. 

Name. 

Scotland. 

Cape  of  Good  Hope. 

1 

Adam  Baillie. 

22 

Andrew  Murray. 

2 

John  FinlajROQ. 

3 

W.  J.  Grant,  M.A. 

4 

Adam  T.  Henderaon. 

« 

6 

Rev.  J.  Kirk. 

United  States. 

6 

Marshall  Lnndie,  M.A. 

7 

David  Macdonald,  M.A.* 

23 

W.  Frost  Bishop. 

8 

James  H.  M'Kenzie.* 

24 

J.  William  Flinn,  B.A. 

9 

Georee  Mljeod.* 
Donud  J.  Nicolson.* 

25 

Alfred  Jones,  B.A. 

10 

26 

Peter  M.  Snyder. 
W.Edward  Wilson,  B  A. 

11 

James  Robertson.* 

27 

12 

A.  B.  Thomson. 

13 

William  H.  Telford.* 
Ehqland. 

Bohemia. 

28 

Venceslans  Ccck. 

14 

G«orge  Mole. 
Wales. 

29 

Fricderick  Jelen. 

HUNOAKY. 

15 

David  Charles  Davies. 

30 

Lewis  Csiky. 

31 

Gabriel  Janosi. 

32 

Francis  Mark. 

Canada. 

16 

John  Boyd. 

» 

17 

James  Campbell,  M.A. 

Italt. 

UB 

David  C.  Macintyre,  M.A. 

19 

Samuel  M'Nangbton,  M.A. 

33 

William  Meille,  RA. 

New  Zealand. 

• 

Sweden. 

20 

John  Ferguson. 

34 

Petrus  Nordfors. 

Natal. 

Switzerland* 

21 

James  Scott. 

35 

Bartolomeo  Bevel,  B.A. 

10 
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Y. 


GLASGOW. 

Students  (not  Ordinary,  or  not  fully  enrolled  ^)  who  attended  the 

Glasgow  College,  Session  1875-76, 


Na 

Name. 

No. 

NaniflL 

1 

Allan,  John. 

8 

F7le,  Ai€hibald. 

2 

Andrietti,  Pietro,  Italy. 

9 

Macdonald,  John. 

3 

Booth,  (George.* 

10 

Strathen,  John  P. 

4 

Daly,  John  Fairley,  MJL. 

11 

Diyadale,  Henry. 

5 

Maxwell,  Adam. 

12 

MaoNeill,  Nigel 

6 

Fiaher,  MalcoUn.* 

18 

7 

Fulton,  J.  MitcheU. 
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REPORT 


or 


THE   COLONIAL   COMMITTEE. 


MAY   1876. 


APPOINTMENTS,  1875-76. 


HinlBtan. 

Date  of  Appointment 

b.                        Colony. 

1.  Bev.  John  BuBsell,  Probationer, 

19th  May  1875, 

Tiotoria. 

2.      „    Alex.  M.  FinlaysoD)  Dov, 

ir 

»>  « 

Otago,  New  Zealand. 

3.      M    Farquhar  M'Rae,       De., 

H 

tr    ' 

Canada. 

4.  Mr.  Alex.  Stewart,  Lay  Evang.y 

>ff 

»i    • 

New  Zealand. 

5.  Rev.  Creorge  Morice,  MiniBter, 

22d  Jane 

>i    « 

New  Zealand. 

6.  Hr.  Wnk  Dawson,  Lay  Erang., 

9t 

»»    " 

Nova  Scotia. 

7.    t,    Jas.  Miller,  Lay  Evangelbt^ 

I* 

»>    • 

.     Canada. 

8.  Rev.  Andrew  Dryburgh,  Probr., 

20th  July 

tf    ' 

Canada. 

9.      „    Alexander  Aigo,      D#i,  . 

tf 

tf    * 

10.      ,,    MordechMaedonaldyMiDr., 

>» 

M     • 

Victoria. 

11.  Mr.  James  Miidie,  Lay  Evang., 

f> 

>»      • 

South  Australia. 

12.  Rev.  Thonaa  Home,  Probr.,    . 

1 1th  Aug. 

ft      • 

13.  Mr.  Lewis  M.  Weir,  Lay  Evang. 

18th  Jan.  1876^ 

Australia. 

14.  Rev.  John  Jackson,  Minister,  . 

22d  Febc 

M 

Belize. 

15.     „    Charles  Bell,    .     Do.,     . 

tf 

tf         * 

Australia. 

16.     „    Donald  Kelso,  Probr.,     . 

18th  April 

M 

Canada. 

17.      ft    James  Tread  well,  Minr., . 

» 

tf 

Wanganui,  New  Zealand. 

18.      „     Donald  Mackintosh,  Probr., 

$* 

tf         • 

Canada. 
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'^  Look  not  every  man  on  his  own  things,  but  every  man  also  on  the 
things  of  others."  The  admonition  is  applicable  to  churches  as  well  as 
individuals ;  and  churches  no  less  than  individuals  will  profit  or  other- 
wise, according  as  they  attend  to  or  disregard  it  Even  if  those  who 
claim  our  sympathy  and  help  were  perfect  strangers  to  us,  far  re- 
moved from  ourselves  in  language,  manners,  climate,  race,  religion, 
we  are  bound  to  care  for  them,  and  to  strive  to  do  them  good  as  we 
have  opportunity.  They  have  immortal  souls  like  ourselves,  they  partake 
of  the  same  nature  as  we  do,  they  belong  to  the  same  human  family, 
and  are  the  children  of  the  same  Father;  and  if  they  need  our 
help,  and  especially  our  help  in  the  most  important  of  all  interests,  and 
if  we  have  it  in  our  power  to  aid  them,  we  are  bound  to  do  so.  Hence 
the  obligations  resting  upon  us  with  respect  to  the  heathen  world,  the 
millions  of  perishing  sinners  whom  we  never  saw  and  pever  will  see  in 
this  world,  but  regarding  whom  we  inust  not  venture  to  say,  *'  Am  I  my 
brother's  keeper?" 

But  surely  the  obligation  is  not  lightened  when  we  come  to  deal  with 
those  who  are  not  strangers,  not  aliens  and  foreigners,  not  men  and  women 
and  children  of  whom  we  only  know  that  they  ezbt  in  the   world 
and  need  to  be  taught  the  way  of  salvation,  but  our  own  countrymen 
and  kindred  who  have  gone  from  our  own  shores  and  our  own  hearths, 
who  were  our  schoolfellows  in  youth  and  our  friends  and  neighbours  in 
riper  years,  or  whose  fathers  of  a  generation  or  two  bygone  stood  in  the 
same  intimate  relations  to  ours, — ^when  it  is  these  who  are  appealing  to 
us  to  send  them  ministers  of  the  G-ospel  to  instruct  them  and  their  families 
in  the  saving  truths  of  our  holy  religion,  and  inculcate  its  blessed  precepts, 
to  tell  them  of  sin  and  of  the  Saviour  of  sinners,  of  the  value  of  the  soul 
and  the  realities  of  eternity,  is  not  the  duty  rendered  still  more  argent 
and  imperative  by  the  considerations  now  adverted  to  ?    And  amid  many 
shortcomings  on  the  part  of  the  Church  with  respect  to  our  expatriated 
countrymen,  it  is  a  satisfaction  that  ever  since  the  Disruption  in  1843, 
as  well  as  for  some  years  previous  to  that  memorable  event,  the  obligation 
resting  upon  us  to  care  for  them  has  been  recognised,  and  honest  exer- 
tions have  been  made,  though  with  only  partial  success,  to  perform  the 
task  allotted  to  us.     It  is,  indeed,  in  anything  but  a  boastful  spirit  that 
we  refer  to  what  we  have  been  privileged  and  enabled  to  do.     If  we  were 
to  indulge  such  a  feeling,  the  urgent  appeals  incessantly  made  to  the 
Committee  for  aid,  compared  with  the  limited  help  which  they  have  been 
able  to  afford,  would  effectually  check  and  rebuke  all  self-complacency. 
But  at  the  same  time  the  very  frequency  of  these  appeals  proves  that  our 
brethren  in  the  Colonies  look  to  the  Free  Church  of  Scotland  with  some 
measure  of  confidence  for  the  supply  of  Gospel  ordinances  for  the  ever- 
increasing  population  of  these  distant  lands,  and  that  they  are  encouraged 
to  do  so  by  the  action  of  the  Church  in  past  times.     Of  the  Presbyterian 
ministers  who  are  now  labouring  in  the  Colonies,  or  who  have  laboured 
in  that  field  during  the  last  thirty  years,  the  Free  Church  has  sent  a 
much  larger  proportion  than  any  other  Church,  and  yet  the  supply  has 
always  fallen  far  short  of  the  demand.     At  the  present  moment  we  have 
applications  for  a  greater  number  of  ministers  than  we  have  sent  to  the 
Colonial  field  during  the  whole  of  the  past  year,  or  rather  for  a  much 
longer  period.     We  never  come  within  sight  of  an  adequate  provision  of 
ministerial  labour. 
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But  perhaps  some  may  say,  "Let  the  Colonists  provide  ministers 
for  themselves.  They  should  not  look  to  us  for  the  supply,  or  lean 
upon  us  for  support.  They  are  surely  able  to  do  without  the  help 
which  may  have  been  needed  at  first,  but  which  cannot  be  considered 
as  requisite  at  the  pjresent  stage  of  their  development."  Now  this 
is  a  very  reasonable  suggestion,  and  deserves  to  be  fairly  dealt  with. 
And  unless  a  satisfactory  reply  can  be  given,  we  should  at  once  cease  from 
advocating  this  scheme.  If  it  were  the  case  that  the  Colonial  churches 
were  doing  nothing — or  doing  little — for  the  supply  of  religious  ordi- 
nances for  their  own -adherents,  and  if  they  and  their  adherents  were 
indolently  and  selfishly  casting  themselves  upon  the  Church  at  home  for 
what  they  should  themselves  provide,  we  should  not  utter  a  word  in  their 
defence.  But  is  it  so  ?  It  is  the  very  reverse.  They  are  all  of  them 
striving  to  train  ministers  for  their  own  pulpits.  In  the  dominion  of 
Canada  there  are  not  fewer  than  six  Presbyterian  Theological  Colleges ; 
in  New  Zealand,  in  Victoria,  in  New  South  Wales,  in  South  Australia, 
and  in  Queensland,  arrangements  have  been  made,  more  or  less  complete, 
for  educating  young  men  for  the  ministry  of  the  Gospel.  But  it  must 
be  obvious  to  any  one  acquainted  with  the  circumstances  of  young 
colonies  and  of  the  population  of  such  countries,  that  the  great  difficulty 
is  to  secure,  not  the  educational  machinery,  though  that  is  difficult 
enough,  but  anything  like  an  adequate  number  of  young  men  qualified 
and  disposed  to  study  for  the  ministry.  It  is  simply  out  of  the  question 
to  expect  it  without  some  very  special  interposition  of  the  Lord  of  the 
harvest  in  the  way  of  thrusting  forth  labourers  into  his  harvest.  If  we 
would  have  these  young  communities  instructed  in  the  saving  truths  of 
the  Gospel,  we  must  send  them  instnictora,  to  supplement  at  least  the  pro- 
vision which  they  are  making  for  themselves.  And  even  if  it  were 
reasonable  to  expect  all  these  churches  to  supply  ministers  in  sufficient 
number  for  their  own  population,  are  we  also  to  call  upon  them  to  provide 
ordinances  for  the  multitudes  of  emigrants  which  we  are  annually  pouring 
in  upon  them  from  our  own  borders  ?  Is  our  responsibility  with  regard 
to  these  at  an  end  when  they  step  on  board  the  vessels  which  convey  them 
from  their  native  land  ?  Are  we  to  do  nothing  to  promote  their  spiritual 
welfare  when  they  are  scattered  sparsely  over  wide  and  strange  regions, — 
it  may  be — probably  in  the  case  of  many  it  will  be — far  from  church  and 
pastor,  and  doomed,  but  for  our  care  for  them,  to  sink  into  indifference 
regarding  the  one  thing  needful  ?  The  truth  is,  that  the  Colonial  churches 
still  require  our  help,  both  in  men  and  in  money  for  their  support ;  and  in 
both  of  these  particulars  they  need  far  more  help  than  the  Committee 
have  found  it  possible  to  render. 

We  need  hardly  again  urge,  what  has  been  so  often  pressed  upon  the 
attention  of  the  Church,  the  unspeakable  importance  of  having  these 
infant  but  rapidly  growing  communities  leavened  at  this  stage  of  their 
progress  with  the  principles  of  vital  Christianity.  On  every  ground,  then, 
on  which  the  claims  of  the  Colonies  have  ever  been  pleaded,  we  can  con- 
scientiously and  earnestly  plead  for  them  now,  on  the  ground  of  their 
urgent  need,  on  the  ground  of  their  strenuous  exertions  to  help  them- 
selves, on  the  ground  of  the  numbers  of  our  own  people  who  are  constantly 
betaking  themselves  to  these  far-off  lands,  on  the  ground  of  the 
incalculable  value  of  pure  religion,  not  only  in  its  primary  bearing  upon 
the  salvation  of  immortal  souls,  but  also  upon  the  welfare  of  nations 
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whose  fnture  life  and  history  may  thus  be  elevated  and  moulded,  and  last 
but  not  least,  on  the  ground  of  the  influenoe  which  these  Colonies  may, 
or  rather  must,  exercise  upon  the  character  of  other  races  around  them. 
This  last  consideration  is  becoming  more  and  more  prominent  as  we  find 
each  Colonial  church  becoming  a  centre  for  missionary  operations  among 
heathen  tribes  and  nations,  and  thus,  in  lending  a  helping  hand  to  these 
distant  churches,  we  are  not  only  promoting  the  sjuritual  welfare  of  our 
own  kindred,  but  doing  not  a  little  to  help  forward  the  evangelisation  of 
the  world. 

Details  regarding  the  Committee's  operations  over  the  wide  field  en* 
trusted  to  their  care  have  been  given  from  month  to  month  in  the  columns 
of  tho  Record,  and  therefore  it  will  not  be  necessary  to  dwell  at  length  upon 
them  in  this  report.  It  is  true  that  but  a  small  part  of  the  oommunioa- 
tions  received  has  been  published.  But  the  attempt  has  been  made  to 
set  before  the  Church  a  fair  representation,  though  in  a  very  condensed 
form,  of  the  work  in  which  the  Committee  is  engaged.  We  now  submit 
to  the  General  Assembly  a  brief  sketch  of  our  own  work  and  that  of  the 
Colonial  churches  and  their  ministers  during  the  past  year. 

I.  EUROPE. 

Gibraltar. — ^Besides  ministering  to  the  Presbyterian  soldiers,  and  to 
the  portion  of  the  civilian  population  who  adhere  to  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  our  minister  at  Gibndtar  has  hitherto  conducted  a  weekly 
service  in  the  convict  establishment.  This  establishment  has  recentiy 
been  removed,  and  the  Government  aUowance  to*  Mr.  Coventry  as 
chaplain  has  consequently  been  withdrawn.  The  Committee  have  felt 
called  upon  to  do  something  towards  supplying  the  deficit.  A  recent 
attempt  to  endow  the  Anglican  and  Roman  Catholic  Churches  by  an 
annual  grant  from  the  funds  of  the  colony  has,  the  Committee  are  glad 
to  learn,  failed  to  obtain  the  sanction  of  Government  Mr.  Coventry 
gives  interesting  accounts  of  prayer  meetings  in  which  Christian  ofitCOTS 
take  part 

Malta. — ^During  the  whole  of  the  past  year  the  number  of  Scotch 
regiments  stationed  at  Malta  has  been  such  as  to  give  ample  employment 
to  Mr.  Wisely  and  his  assistant  Mr.  Ramsay,  together  with  the  help 
willingly  rendered  when  necessary  by  Dr.  Koppel,  to  whom  reference  was 
made  in  the  last  report 

Madeira. — The  Committee  have  renewed  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Angus 
for  another  year  at  Madeira,  and  have  given  a  grant  in  aid  of  the  work  of 
Mr.  De  Mattos  among  the  Portuguese.  The  Monthly  Record  has  from  time 
to  time  contained  interesting  letters  from  Mr.  Angus  regarding  the  remark- 
able movement  once  more  in  progress  among  the  native  population  of 
Madeira.  The  Committee,  and  we  believe  the  whole  Church,  will  con- 
tinue to  look  upon  this  work  with  prayerful  interest.  And  though  it  may 
not  strictly  fall  within  the  scope  of  the  Committee's  field  if  the  limits  were 
marked  off  with  absolute  and  formal  precision,  yet  the  connection  with  our 
operations  is  so  intimate,  and  the  associations  with  the  early  days  of  the 
Free  Church,  and  with  men  whose  names  are  still  dear,  are  so  close  and 
tender,  and  moreover  the  work  bears  so  directly  upon  the  advancement 
of  the  Redeemer's  kingdom  and  the  salvation  of  souls,  that  we  are  per- 


VI.  REPORT  or  THE  OOLONIAL  COMMITTEE.  5 

suaded  tliat  the  Ohnroli  will  not  only  condone  but  entirely  approve  of  the 
action  of  the  Oommittee  in  extending  to  it  their  conntenance  and  support, 
and  granting  the  email  sum  of  £50  in  aid  of  Mr.  De  Mattos'  salary. 

Odessa. — Mr.  Clark  has  laid  before  the  Church  an  account  of  his  annual 
missionary  visit  to  the  scattered  sections  of  our  countrymen  in  South 
Russia,  and  we  believe  his  narratiye  has  been  read  with  much  interest. 
He  is  now,  or  has  very  lately  been  engaged  in  a  similar  tour  in  the  Cau- 
casus, tho  account  of  which  will  be  equally  welcome.  Of  course  this  is  a 
voluntary  addition  to  his  proper  work  at  Odessa,  but  one  of  which  the 
Committee  have  always  warmly  approved,  and  have  willingly  helped  to 
defiray  the  traveUing  expenses. 

IL  AMERICA. 

The  Dominion  or  Oanaba. — Th6  union  which  was  spoken  of  in  our  last 
report,  as  prospective  but  impending,  took  place  on  15th  June  at  Toronto, 
and  the  different  sections  of  the  Presbyterians  of  British  North  America 
were  united  into  one  church,  consisting  of  upwards  of  six  hundred  ministers. 
Thus  far  the  union  appears  to  have  realised  the  hopes  of  its  friends,  and 
to  have  imparted  a  fresh  impulse  to  the  efforts  of  the  Church  for  the 
advancement  of  the  cause  of  Christ  throughout  the  vast  territory  which 
forms  the  sphere  of  that  Church's  labours.  The  Committee,  having  re- 
gard to  the  great  task  imposed  upon  the  united  Chiurch,  and  to  the  mani- 
fold difficulties  which  have  to  be  surmounted,  and  desirous  of  showing  their 
sympathy  and  goodwill  in  the  circumstances  of  the  church  in  that  colony, 
have  cordially  agreed  to  double  their  former  grants  thus  making  the  amount 
of  the  grant  for  this  year  £500  instead  of  £250.  It  is  gratifying  to  the 
Committee  that  Professor  Gregg  of  Toronto  and  Mr.  Grant  of  Halifax  are 
expected  to  be  present  as  deputies  to  the  General  Assembly. 

Deputation. — The  Committee  having  been  assured  that  a  Deputation 
from  this  Church  to  the  ensuing  meeting  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  in  Canada  would  be  cordially  welcomed,  requested 
the  Rev.  A.  N.  Somerville,  Glasgow,  to  undertake  this  mission,  and  it  was 
with  much  satisfaction  that  the  Committee  received  his  consent.  They 
anticipate  the  happiest  results  from  the  visit  of  one  so  well  fitted  to 
strengthen  the  ties  which  link  the  churches  together. 

Bermuda. — From  the  difficulty  of  procuring  supply  for  his  pulpit,  Mr. 
Thorbum  of  Bermuda  was  unable  to  accomplish  his  intended  visit  to  Scot- 
land last  year,  but  we  trust  that  we  shall  have  the  pleasure  of  welcoming 
him  home  during  the  present  season. 

WEST  INDIES. 

Trinida]). — ^In  our  last  report  the  hope  was  expressed  that  the  Portu- 
guese congregation  at  Port-of-Spain  should  not  be  augmented  by  fresh 
persecutions  in  Madeira.  We  have  more  than  once  had  apprehensions 
that  this  might  be  the  case,  but  hitherto,  in  the  providence  of  God,  the 
wrath  of  the  foe  has  been  restrained.  Meanwhile  Mr.  Walker  continues 
to  labour  hopefully  and,  he  trusts,  not  in  vain. 

Belize — British  Honduras. — Mr.  Arthur's  health  having  considerably 
improved,  he  has  returned  for  a  time  to  his  sphere  of  labour  at  Belize. 
It  is  satisfactory,  however,  to  the  Committee  to  be  able  to  announce  that 
a  colleague  and  successor  has  at  length  been  found  for  Mr.  Arthur,  in  the 
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person  of  the  Rev.  John  Jackson,  minister  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian 
Church,  Girvan,  who  will  (n.v.)  proceed  to  his  charge  in  the  coarse  of 
this  year. 

Falkland  Islands. — The  period  during  which  the  Committee  agreed 
to  supplement  the  stipend  of  Mr.  Yeoman  has  now  expired,  but  the 
Government  have  agreed  to  give  a  grant  of  £100  a  year  for  this 
purpose  out  of  public  funds.  Mr.  Yeoman  continues  his  labours  in  his 
isolated,  and  in  some  respects  difficult  and  trying  sphere. 

III.  AFRICA. 

Kino  Williamstown. — After  a  protracted  vacancy,  the  congregation  of 
King  ^Villiamstown  have  applied  to  the  Committee  to  send  them  a  nlinister. 
The  Committee  are  anxiously  looking  out  for  a  suitable  pastor  for  this 
important  sphere.  It  is  one  of  the  charges  in  which  the  work  among 
our  own  countrymen  is  very  closely  linked  with  mission  work  among  the 
native  population. 

Pietermaritzburg. — We  have  nothing  special  to  report  regarding  the 
two  Presbyterian  congregations  in  Pietermaritzburg.  We  believe  that, 
in  the  case  of  both,  the  proper  work  of  the  Church  is  proceeding  quietly 
and  successfully. 

Durban. — We  are  not  yet  in  circumstances  to  announce  that  a  minister 
has  been  settled  in  this  congregation,  though  we  have  from  time  to  time 
had  the  satisfaction  of  hearing  that  Mr.  Paton  is  conducting  the  services 
with  growing  acceptance. 

Cape  Town. — Everything  which  the  Committee  have  learned  regarding 
Mr.  Russell's  charge  at  Cape  Town  has  been  of  a  gratifying  nature. 

East  London. — The  application  for  a  minister  for  this  place,  which 
promises  to  be,  at  no  distant  day,  a  very  important  harbour,  still  lies  on 
the  Committee's  table.  More  than  once  the  effort  to  obtain  a  suitable 
man  seemed  on  the  point  of  being  successful,  though  in  each  case  we  and 
the  congregation  have  been  disappointed.  We  hope,  however,  that  ere 
long  the  Master  will  provide  a  labourer,  and  meanwhile  our  efforts  for  the 
attainment  of  this  object  will  not  be  relaxed*. 

In  connection  with  South  Africa  the  Committee  have  again  to  express 
their  growing  sense  of  the  importance  of  having  this  important  territory 
supplied  with  able  and  efficient  Presbyterian  ministers.  The  climate  is 
most  inviting,  and  the  opportunities  of  usefulness  are  all  that  an  earnest 
man  could  desire. 

IV.  ASIA. 

Java^ — Mxxster  Cornxlis. — Very  recently  the  Committee  received 
intelligence  of  the  enfeebled  state  of  Mr.  King's  health,  and  the  necessity 
of  a  change,  temporary  or  otherwise,  to  a  more  bracing  climate.  Taking 
into  account  the  long-continued  and  abundant  labours  of  Mr.  King,  and 
the  importance  of  doing  anything  which  might  be  the  means  of  preserving 
BO  valuable  a  life,  the  Committee  had  no  hesitation  in  inviting  Mr.  King 
to  take  at  their  expense  a  voyage  to  Scotland,  or  elsewhere  as  might  be 
deemed  expedient. 

Calcutta,  Bombay,  Madras,  Simla,  Ranooon. — Regardbg  these 
important  spheres  the  Committee  have  not  on  the  present  occasion  any 
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special  report  to  make.  They  believe  that  in  them  all  the  work  of  the 
Church  is  vigorously  prosecuted.  The  movement  which  was  previously 
referred  to,  for  establishing  a  ministerial  charge  in  Madras  for  the 
Presbyterian  population,  has  not  yet  been  successful,  but  both  this 
Committee  and  the  Foreign  Missions  Committee  are  anxiously  looking  out 
for  a  suitable  minister. 

The  charge  at  Singapore  has  now  been  formally  connected  with  the 
English  Presbyterian  Church,  and  consequently  it  is  no  longer  enumer- 
ated as  one  of  our  foreign  stations ;  the  Committee,  however,  will  not 
cease  to  feel  a  warm  interest  in  its  welfare. 

PsNANG. — On  account  of  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the  locality,  as 
well  as  on  account  of  family  affliction,  Mr.  Proctor  has  felt  constrained 
to  resign  the  charge  at  Penang.  It  is  proposed  to  convert  the  station 
into  a  purely  missionary  sphere  of  labour,  for  which  there  is  ample  scope. 
This,  of  course,  will  disjoin  it  from  the  Colonial  Committee. 


n 


V.  AUSTRALIA. 

New  South  Wales. — We  have  very  urgent  applications  for  additional 
ministers  for  New  South  Wales,  and  money  has  been  sent  home  for  the 
purpose  of  defraying  the  passage  and  outfit.  A  liberal  friend,  David 
Berry,  Esq.  of  Shoalhaven  estate,  has  remitted  the  sum  of  £200  for  this 
object,  and  the  Committee  are  anxiously  engaged  in  the  search  for  efficient 
young  men  to  meet  this  application.  It  is  hoped  that  Dr.  M^Qibbon  will 
represent  this  Church  in  the  Assembly. 

Victoria. — Two  of  our  respected  ministers  have,  during  the  past  year, 
gone  to  Victoria.  One  of  these,  Mr.  Macdonald  of  Nairn,  was  selected 
by  a  Commissioner  from  Melbourne,  for  the  congregation  at  Toorak,  but 
the  Committee  very  cordially  concurred  in  the  appointment,  and  gave  Mr. 
Macdonald  a  commission  to  the  Victorian  Church.  The  other  minister, 
Mr.  Beattie  of  Pitcaim-green,  was  also  appointed  by  Commissioners  acting 
for  Chalmers'  Church,  Melbourne,  to  the  pastoral  charge  of  that  congrega- 
tion. In  Mr.  Beattie  the  Committee  rejoice  to  think  that  their  esteemed 
father,  Dr.  Cairns,  has  at  length  found  a  worthy  successor.  The  require- 
ments of  Victoria  will  be  laid  before  the  Assembly  by  Dr.  Macdonald  of 
Emeraldhilly  than  whom  no  one  can  be  better  fitted  for  such  a  task.  The 
Committee  will  be  deeply  disappointed  if  Dr.  Cairns's  recent  accident 
should  prevent  him  from  addressing  the  Assembly. 

Queensland. — We  have  sent  to  Queensland  during  the  past  year  one 
probationer,  Mr.  Thomas  Hume.  This,  with  a  small  donation  firom  the 
funds  of  the  Committee,  is  th^  only  aid  which  we  have  been  able  to  render 
to  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  that  vast  territory.  But  inadequate  as  the 
help  has  been,  the  brethren  there  have  received  it  with  much  gratitude. 
It  will  give  peculiar  satisfaction  to  the  Committee  if  they  shall  be  able 
daring  the  current  year  to  render  more  effective  help. 

South  Australia. — The  friends  in  South  Australia  having  requested 
the  Committee,  failing  a  probationer,  to  send  a  lay-evangelist  for  a  parti- 
cular district,  the  Committee  <$onsidered  themselves  fortunate  in  securing 
the  services  of  Mr.  James  Mudie,  who  has  now  entered  upon  his  labours 
in  that  distant  land. 
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Western  Australia. — ^We  have  again  the  ead  tale  to  tell,  that 
neither  the  Free  Church  of  Scotland,  nor,  bo  far  as  we  know,  any 
other  Presbyterian  Church,  has  a  single  representative  congregation 
throughout  the  whole  immense  region  of  Western  Australia.  The  Colony 
itself  does  not  appear  to  be  prospering  like  its  sisters,  but  we  trust  that 
in  every  respect  better  days  are  approaching.  The  Committee  would  be 
glad  to  enter  in  at  any  suitable  opening. 

Tasmania. — In  our  last  report  we  spoke  somewhat  doubtfully  of  the 
prospect  of  our  being  able  to  do  anything  effective  for  Tasmania.  It  is  with 
much  satisfaction  and  thankfulness  that  we  can  now  report  that  the  Bev. 
R.  M.  Webster,  formerly  of  Middlesburgh,  has  been  settled  as  oolleagae 
and  successor  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Nicholson  of  Hobart  Town,  to  the  great 
gratification  both  of  the  senior  pastor  and  the  congregation.  We  trust  that 
this  settlement  will  prove  a  blessing  to  the  whole  Colony. 


VI.  NEW  ZEALAND. 

The  two  Presbyterian  churches  of  this  Colony  have  now  arranged  for 
the  completion  of  the  union  which  has  been  so  long  in  prospect  We 
need  not  therefore  make  any  distinction  between  them ;  indeed  we  have 
always  stood  to  both  in  the  same  relationship,  and  have  uniformly  dealt 
with  them  in  the  same  way.  We  regret  that  duiing  the  past  year  we 
liave  been  able  to  do  so  little  for  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  this  great 
Colony,  having  only  sent  four  additional  labourers,  one  of  them  a 
Catechist.  Urgent  applications  have  come  to  the  Committee  from  all 
parts  of  New  Zealand,  and  to  few  of  these  have  we  been  able  to  give 
a  satisfactory  response.  We  may  indeed  say  with  some  confidence  that 
we  have  done  what  we  could,  but  this  has  been  little  compared  with  what 
we  earnestly  desired  to  do.  It  is,  however,  a  satisfaction  to  report  that 
irery  recently  the  Committee  have  appointed  an  esteemed  minister,  the 
Rev.  James  Treadwell  of  Stevenston,  to  Wanganui,  Wellington,  as  suc- 
cessor to  the  Rev.  J.  Blmslie,  who  has  been  translated  to  Christchurch. 
The  Committee  expect  that  Mr.  Bannerman  of  Clutha  will  represent  the 
New  Zealand  Church  at  the  ensuing  meeting  of  the  General  Assembly. 


DEPUTATION. 

We  hesitate  to  speak  again  of  the  proposed  deputation  to  the 
Churches.  We  can  only  report  that  hitherto  we  have  failed  in  securing 
such  a  deputation  as  would  command  the  respect  of  these  Churches,  and 
worthily  represent  the  Church  at  home.  We  shall  not  however  lose  sight 
of  this  matter,  as  we  are  strongly  convinced  of  its  importance,  and  of  the 
beneficial  effect  which  im  many  ways  would,  by  the  blessing  of  God,  remdt 
from  it. 

SUPPLY  OP  MINISTERS  FOR  THE  COLONIES. 

The  list  of  appointments  prefixed  to  this  Report  will  show  at  a  glance 
what  the  Committee  have  done  during  the  year,  in  the  way  of  supplying 
additional  labourers  for  the  Colonial  field.     The  list  comprises,  as  wiU  be 
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seen,  5  ministera,  8  probationers,  and  5  lay  evangelists, — 18  in  aU,  but  of 
vhom  one  probationer  has  been  prevented  by  infirm  health  from  proceed- 
ing to  his  destination.  It  is  hardly  needfiil.to  repeat  the  remark  so  often 
made  of  the  utter  inadequacy  of  this  supply.  The  Table  in  Appendix 
No.  IL  will  give  some  idea  of  the  disproportion  between  the-  demand  and 
the  supply.  This  complaint  has  been  reiterated  from  year  to  year  in  each 
successive  Assembly  till  we  have  some  fear  that  the  ear  of  the  Church 
baa  become  callous  to  it,  and  yet  it  is  a  statement  having  a  terrible  signifi* 
cance.  It  tells  of  many  of  our  brethren  crying  for  the  bread  of  life,  and 
crying  in  vain.  It  has  often  been  painful  in  the  extreme  to  the  Committee 
to  find  their  exertions  baffled  and  their  hopes  blighted.  At  the  same  time 
they  are  thankful  for  what  they  have  been  enabled  to  do,  being  rather 
more  than  they  accomplished  last  year,  and  they  look  forward  with  some 
measure  of  hopefulness  to  the  future.  One  thing  they  are  resolutely 
determined  upon,  not  to  be  driven  by  the  scantiness  of  suitable  supply  to 
send  inefficient  men  to  the  Colonial  field,  and  they  look  for  good  and 
efficient  men  oflPering  themselves  for  this  work.  They  believe  that  an 
increasing  number  of  the  best  of  our  probationers  are  coming  more  and 
more  clearly  to  see  that  '*  the  field  is  the  world,"  and  to  feel  that  when  the 
Master  calls  for  labourers  to  go  into  any  part  of  his  harvest,  they  should 
each  be  ready  to  say  '^  Here,  am  I,  send  me.'' 

SHORT  SERVICE  PLAN. 

This  scheme  for  obtaining  newly  licensed  probationers  for  service  in 
the  Colonies,  which  was  explained  in  last  Report  and  approved  of  by  the 
General  Assembly,  has  now  obtained  the  sanction  and  concurrence  of  the 
Colonial  churches  generally.  These  churches  regard  it  as  well  fitted  to 
secure  the  services  of  efficient  men  though  for  a  comparatively  short  period, 
and  have  intimated  their  readiness  to  agree  to  the  terms  specified  in  the 
proposed  plan.  The  Committee,  having  received  the  concurrence  from  the 
distant  Colonies  for  which  they  had  to  wait,  are  now  quite  prepared  to  give 
effect  to  the  scheme  by  sending  out  under  it  suitable  men  for  the  work. 
One  appointment  has  ab-eady  been  made,  and  such  has  been  the  reception 
of  the  plan  among  the  students  of  divinity  that  the  Committee  are  hopeful 
that  it  will  prove  an  important  auxiliary  for  providing  ministers  for  the 
Colonial  field.  For  the  information  of  the  Assembly  and  the  Church, 
the  Committee  again  print  the  exposition  of  the  scheme  by  the  Convener, 
which  was  given  m  last  report  (Sep  Appendix  No,  I.)  Of  course  it  will  be 
readily  understood  that  the  operation  of  this  plan  does  not  in  the  least  con- 
flict or  interfere  with  the  mode  of  appointing  ministers  and  probationers 
hitherto  in  use,  in  all  cases  where  this  may  be  preferred. 

FUNDS. 

We  have  again  to  report  to  the  Assembly  that  at  the  close  of  the 
financial  year  the  Committee  had  a  satisfactory  balance  on  hand.  Of 
coarse  this  balance  has  been  considerably  diminished  since  the  31st  of 
March  by  the  payments  which  have  fallen  to  be  made  in  the  interval,  and 
it  will  be  still  ^rther  reduced  before  the  annual  collection  is  available.  If 
our  anticipations  arc  at  all  realised,  we  shall  certainly  have  a  larger  expendi- 
ture during  the  iteming  year  than  we  have  had  in  the  past ;  and  we  hope,  as 
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well  as  believe,  that  this  will  be  the  case.  Indeed,  if  it  were  possible  for 
the  Committee  to  do  even  partially  what  is  urgently  needed  in  the  way  of 
sending  out  ministers,  their  funds  would  be  speedily  exhausted.  Wherever 
it  is  reasonable  to  expect  it,  a  portion,  or  in  some  cases  the  whole,  of  the 
expense  is  hpme  by  the  colonists  themselves.  But  in  many  instances, 
and  these  the  most  necessitous,  this  cannot  be  looked  for,  and  to  insist  upon 
it  and  wait  for  its  performance  before  rendering  help  would  be  practically 
to  withhold  altogether  the  ordinances  of  the  Gospel  from  our  expatriated 
countrymen.  The  Church  may  rely  upon  it  that  the  contributions  to  this 
scheme  will  be  expended  with  the  utmost  carefulness,  and  may  safely 
assume  that  ample  scope  will  be  found  for  the  employment  of  Uie  most 
liberal  donations  in  a  way  of  which,  we  are  sure,  the  donors  would  cordially 
approve.  And  we  may  venture  to  repeat  a  statement  made  to  a  former 
Assembly,  that  probably  no  expenditure  made  by  the  Church  is  more  pro- 
ductive of  good,  or  gives  directly  and  indirectly  a  larger  return  to  the 
cause  of  Christ,  than  that  which  is  dispensed  by  the  Colonial  Committee. 
Take,  for  example,  the  expense  of  sending  out  a  minister  to  a  oommunily 
of  our  countrymen  in  a  district  where  a  Presbyterian  pastor  iias  never 
been  settled  before.  What  happens?  Double  or  treble  the  amount  is 
drawn  forth,  not  once  only  but  annually,  for  his  support.  Church  and 
manse  are  erected,  collections  are  made  for  missionary  and  kindred 
objects,  and  in  countless  ways  the  springs  of  Christian  liberality  are 
touched,  and  the  glory  of  God  and  the  good  of  men  greatly  promoted. 

We  append  a  condensed  statement  of  the  income  and  expenditure  of 
the  Committee  during  the  past  year  as  compared  with  the  previous  one, 
referring  for  fuller  details  to  the  public  accounts  of  the  Church. 

1874-6. 

Balance  at  3l8t  March  1874, £2387     3  3 

Collections, 2400  19  4 

Donations,  etc., 628     1  1 

Legacies, 1228  11  2 

Do.     to  be  invested, 797  16  3 

£7442  11     1 
Payments, 3161     1  10 

Gross  balance, £4281     9    3 

Deduct  sum  to  be  invested, 800    0    0 

Net  balance, £3481     9    3 

1875-6. 

Balance  at  31&t  March  1875, £3481     9  3 

Collections, 2407     1  7 

Donations,  etc, 445  18  8 

Legacies,  including  sum  to  be  invested,                 .  875  17  11 

£7210    7    5 
Deduct  sum  of  £600  to  be  invested,     ....  600    0    0 

£6610    7    5 
Payments, 9957  14    7 

Net  balance, £3662  12  18 
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It  will  be  seen  that  while  we  begin  the  year  with  a  slightly  increased 
balance,  this  has  resulted  entirely  from  the  diminution  of  our  expenditure 
to  the  extent  of  rather  more  than  £200.  The  Donations,  including  as 
before  Juvenile  Offerings  and  Interest,  have  declined  to  nearly  the  same 
amount.  And  the  Legacies,  which  formed  so  important  an  item  in  the 
accounts  of  last  year,  have  been  as  was  anticipated  less  by  upwards  of  a 
half  during  the  year  now  closed,  in  other  words,  instead  of  £2026 
we  have  only  £875.  While  we  are  thankful  that  we  are  not  at  present 
hampered  in  our  work  by  any  lack  of  pecuniary  means,  we  cannot  help 
seeing  that  if  right  men  are  found  in  anything  like  adequate  numbers 
for  this  great  mission,  we  shall  soon  be  constrained  to  decline  tempting 
offers  unless  the  Church  shall  prevent  by  its  liberality  an  issue  which 
would  be  so  grievously  to  be  deplored.  We  have  the  utmost  confidence 
that  this  will  not  be  permitted  to  occur,  and  we  are  the  more  encouraged 
in  this  expectation  by  the  increase,  however  slight,  which  appears  in  the 
annual  collections  from  year  to  year. 

CONCLUSION. 

We  feel  more  and  more  that  it  is  impossible  to  over-estimate  the 
importance  of  the  work  in  which  we  are  engaged.  The  longer  the 
Committee  are  occupied  with  their  task,  and  the  more  extensive  their 
experience  becomes,  the  deeper  is  their  sense  of  the  momentous  interests 
entrusted  to  them.  And  while  they  pray  that  the  God  of  all  grace  may 
enable  them  faithfully  to  discharge  the  duties  devolved  upon  them  by  the 
Church,  and  may  richly  bless  their  labours,  they  appeal  to  the  members 
of  the  Church  to  place  at  their  disposal  the  means  of  carrying  on  and 
extending  their  operations,  remembering  what  great  issues  for  time  and 
eternity  depend  upon  the  work  of  this  Committee  in  labouring  to  advance 
the  Redeemer's  kingdom  throughout  the  vast  Colonial  Empire  of  Great 
Britain* 

ROBERT  G.  BALFOUR,  Conrcrwr. 

PETER  HOPE,  Secretary, 
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APPENDIX. 


No.  I. 
Shobt  Sebyicx  Plan. 


It  Iras  always  been  felt  by  the  Colonial  Committee  to  be  most  deairable  that  a 
fair  proportion  of  the  best  students  at  oar  Divinity  Halls  should  give  themselves, 
as  soon  as  they  are  licensed,  to  work  in  the  Colonial  field.  It  is  neither  jost  to 
the  Colonial  churches,  nor  creditable  to  our  own,  that  we  should  be  under  the 
necessity  of  sending  out  to  important  and  influential  spheres  of  labour  pro- 
bationers who  have  been  for  years  trying  without  success  to  obtain  a  settlement 
at  home,  and  who  are  consequently  somewhat  dispirited  and  disheartened. 
Unhappily,  however,  very  few  of  our  best  students  and  recently  licensed  proba- 
tioners will  consent  to  go  to  the  Colonies  before  they  have  tried  their  chanoes  in 
the  home  field.  The  chief  reasons  of  this  reluctance  seem  to  be^  not  merely  a 
natural  clinging  to  home  and  its  associations,  and  the  hope  of  speedily  getting  a 
call  in  Scotland,  but  an  unwilUngnces  to  embark  for  life  on  an  entirely  unknown 
sphere  ;  a  fear  that  they  might  not  be  found  well  fitted  for  Colonial  work  ;  and 
the  feeling  that  failure  there,  far  from  home  and  friends  in  a  land  of  strangers, 
would  be  more  disastrous  than  failure  here  in  Scotland. 

It  may  be  also  that  at  the  time  they  were  led  to  give  themselves  to  the  Church 
and  the  work  of  the  ministry  in  it,  they  had  not  sufficiently,  if  at  all,  realised  the 
fact  that  their  Free  Church  extended  beyond  Sootland,  and  was  doing  a  work  for 
Christ  in  other  quarters  only  second  to  that  which  she  is  doing  at  home. 

To  meet  this  difficulty,  and  to  induce  a  certain  number  of  our  best  men  to  try 
the  Colonial  field  immediately  upon  receiving  licence,  it  is  proposed  that  a  few 
such  men,  carefully  selected,  shoiild  be  invited  annually,  or  from  time  to  time,  to 
go  to  one  or  other  of  our  Colonies /or  a  period  of  three  years — two  and  a  half  years 
to  be  spent  in  the  Colony,  and  six  months  on  the  passage  to  and  fro.  For  thia, 
each  of  those  sent  would  receive  a  salary  of  £150  a  year,  which  is  far  more  than 
he  would  be  likely  to  receive  as  a  probationer  in  this  country,  besides  having  his 
passage  paid,  and  a  smaU  sum  for  outfit.  At  the  end  of  his  two  and  a  half  years' 
period  of  service  in  the  Colony,  it  would  be  in  his  option  either  to  remain  or  to 
return,  in  which  latter  case  he  would  take  rank  among  the  probationers  here,  not 
as  one  who  had  tried  the  Colonial  field  and  failed,  but  as  one  who  had  been  selected 
for  an  important  mission,  and  had  honourably  fulfilled  it  In  order  that  this  might 
be  quite  plain  to  all  concerned,  it  is  proposed  to  ask  the  Grei^eral  Assembly  to 
instruct  the  Committee  on  the  employment  and  distribution  of  probationers,  in 
fixing  the  place  of  any  probationer  on  the  roll  for  preaching  in  vacancies,  to 
discount  any  period  of  time  spent  after  licence  in  the  service  of  the  Church  abroad. 

It  is  believed  that  some  of  our  most  gifted  young  men  might  be  indnced  on 
these  terms  to  give  a  trial  to  the  Colonial  field,  who  would  otherwise  be  almost 
certain  to  remain  at  home.  And  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  a  goodfy  number  of 
those  who  thus  went  would  settle  down  as  ministersin  the  Colonial  churches.  Being 
acceptable  preachers,  and  good  and  able  men,  they  would  meet  with  a  cordial 
welcome,  and  would  speedily  be  invited  to  enter  on  some  congenial  sphere  of 
labour.  Becoming  attached  to  their  people,  interested  in  their  work,  and  accus- 
tomed to  the  climate,  they  would  prefer  remaining  at  their  post,  and  thus  the 
Colonial  churches  would  be  supplied  with  some  very  valuable  men.  Others 
would  doubtless  avail  themselves  of  the  opportunity  of  returning  when  the 
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stipolated  term  had  expired.  But,  if  good  and  able  men,  their  two  years  and  a 
half  in  the  Colony  would  not  be  without  result,  while  their  Colonial  experience 
could  not  fail  to  increase  their  power  and  usefulness  as  ministers  at  home. 

But  how  is  the  expense  of  working  such  a  plan  to  be  met?  In  this  way. 
Several  of  the  Colonial  churches  guarantee  to  any  probationer  whom  we  may 
send  a  salary  of  £200  a  year  for  two  or  three  years,  or  until  ordination.  Well, 
we  propose  that  those  churches  in  the  Colonies — ^we  refer  specially  to  those  of 
Australia  and  New  Zealand— which  desire  to  reap  the  benefit  of  this  scheme  should 
undertake  to  pay  to  us  £200  a  year  for  the  services  of  each  of  a  limited  number 
of  selected  men  sent  out  to  labour  for  two  and  a  half  years  in  the  Colony,  under 
their  superintendence  and  oontroL  This  would  amount  to  £600  for  each  pro- 
bationer, of  which  he  would  receive  from  us  £150  per  annum,  or  £450  in  all,  for 
three  years  spent  in  the  service,  leaving  in  our  hands  £50  to  pay  his  passage  out 
and  some  sinall  outfit.  If  at  the  end  of  the  three  years  he  were  to  return,  we 
would  undertake  to  pay  his  passage  home.  If  he  were  to  remain  in  the  Colony, 
we  would  pay  him  £45  to  procure  a  larger  supply  of  books,  etc.,  than  would  be 
needful  in  the  case  of  one  whose  absence  from  home  was  to  be  limited  to  three 
years.  Thus  every  man  sent  out  under  this  scheme  would  cost  the  Committee 
<U  least  £45,  to  be  spent  either  in  bringing  him  home,  or  in  furnishing  him  with 
books  and  other  necessary  articles  if  he  preferred  remaining  where  he  was.  The 
cost  of  each  man  to  the  Colony  would  be  £500  (U  mott,  for  which  they  would 
receive  two  and  a  half  years  of  service.  This  would  be  the  masDimum  of  expense 
to  the  Home  Mission  Committee  of  the  Colonial  church,  and  the  minimum  of 
expense  to  our  Colonial  Committee.  For  in  the  event  of  the  probationer  being 
settled  within  six  or  twelve  months  after  his  arrival  in  the  Colony— no  unlikely 
supposition — the  expense  to  the  Church  there  would  only  be  £100  or  £200,  as 
the  case  might  be.  On  the  other  hand,  the  Church  here,  in  the  event  of  a  settle- 
ment within  six  months,  would  have  to  pay— 

For  passage  out,  full  outfit  and  books  (say),  .  •        £80    0    0 

Saktfy  for  nine  months,  three  of  them  on  board  ship,     ,         112  10    0 

Total,       £192  10    0 


To  meet  which,  there  would  only  be  six  months'  salary,  or,£100,  from  the  Colonial 
Church,  leaving  £92  to  be  paid  by  this  Committee.  In  the  case  of  a  settle- 
ment within  twelve  months  after  arrival,  the  Colonial  Church  would  have  to  pay 
£200  for  the  services  of  the  probationer  for  a  year,  while  the  Committee  here 
would  have  to  pay  £267,  10s.  in  all,  for  fifteen  mouths'  service,  passage,  books, 
eta,  leaving  a  balance  against  us  of  £67,  lOs.  These  illustrative  cases  are  given 
to  idiowthat  under  this  scheme  our  Committee  would  probably  have  to  pay  more, 
and  the  Colonial  churches  less,  than  might  at  first  sight  appear.  But  the  experi- 
ment is  one  which  it  is  well  worth  our  while  to  make.  And  the  benefit  likely  to 
accrue  to  the  churches  in  the  Colonies  is  so  manifest  and  so  great,  that  we  can 
hardly  think  they  will  grudge  the  effort  needed  to  give  it  a  fair  trial 


XoTX. — It  wiU,  of  course,  be  understood  that  the  above  scheme  having  been 
framed  with  special  reference  to  the  Australasian  Colonies,  a  different  arrange- 
ment win  require  to  be  made  in  dealing  with  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  Canada. 
The  time  occupied  by  the  passage  will  be  much  less,  and  the  sum  which  these 
churches  may  be  asked  to  contribute  will  probably  not  be  more  than  £140  or 
£150  a  year,  while  the  remuneration  to  the  probationers  would  be  proportionately 
reduced.  But  there  will  be  little  difficulty  in  making  the  necessary  modifica- 
tions on  the  plan. 
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No.  II. 


Extent  and  Nature  of  the  Field. 

In  order  to  bring  the  wants  of  the  ColoniAl  field  under  the  notice  of  ministers, 
probationers,  and  students  of  Divinity  at  one  view,  we  append  the  following 
tabular  statement.  Of  course  in  the  larger  Colonies  there  are  constant  changes 
taking  place.  But  with  the  incessant  influx  of  population,  we  fear  that  the  need 
is  not  growing  less,  but  always  greater.  As  it  is,  we  are  quite  certain  that  we 
do  not  overstate  the  case  in  the  view  given  below.  Fuller  information  regarding 
the  several  localities  may  be  obtained  from  the  Secretary  : — 


Ministers  required  for 


I     No. 
I  needed. 


1.  Madeira, 

2.  King       Williams. 

town, 

3.  East  London, 

4.  Durban, 

5.  Presbyterian  Church 

in  Canada, 

6.  Victoria, 

7.  New  South  Wales, 

8.  Queensland, 

9.  Tasmania,     • 

10.  Otago,  New  Zealand, 

11.  Canterbury,  Do.,  , 

12.  Wellington,  Do.,  . 

13.  Auckliwd,     Do.,  . 


IS 


50 
14 

5 

4 
2 


4 
2 
4 


Remarks  as  to  Climate,  Work,  etc. 


A  sanatarium  for  invalids.     Preaching  and 
visiting  sick,  etc. 

Fine  climate.     Important  towns. 


Town  and  country  districts.     Population  con- 
stantly increasing. 

Probably  immediate  employment  for  double 
this  number. 

Extensive  spheres  of  usefulness. 

The  population  rapidly  increasing — amines,  etc 

One  of  the  finest  colonial  climates.   Much  need 
of  new  labourers. 

Climate  similar  to  our  own.   Inhabitants  lai^y 
Scotch. 

Many  Scotch  emigrants  pouring  in. 

Extensive  districts.     Many  Scotch  families. 

Several  vacant  congregatipns.     Others  being 
formed,  and  ready  to  call. 
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The  salaries  or  stipends  in  these  Colonies  of  course  vary  considerably.  In 
several  of  them  £200  a  year  is  guaranteed  to  probationers—  either  for  a  limited 
period  or  till  settlement.  But  in  all  cases  it  is  believed  that  the  remuneration 
is  considerably  greater  than  at  home, — and  the  prospect  of  a  speedy  settlement 
is  far  better. 

The  above  list  refers  only  to  actual  vacancies,  and  does  not  by  any  means 
embrace  even  the  whole  of  these.  For  organising  new  congregations  a  large 
additional  number  of  ministers  would  be  required. 
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No.  m. 

Colonial  Churches  in  correspondence  vnih  the  Free  Church 

of  Scotland. 

The  list  of  Ministers  of  the  Colonial  Churches  which  correspond  with  the  (Com- 
mittee and  look  to  the  Free  Church  of  Scotland  for  aid,  which  was  formerly- 
appended  to  the  Annual  Report  of  this  Committee,  is  now,  to  prevent  misappre- 
hension, printed  separately,  and  copies  may  be  had  from  the  Secretary.  It  has 
often  been  found  serviceable  to  have  such  a  list  to  refer  to,  prepared  with  care, 
and  as  accurate  and  complete  as  one  subject  to  constant  changes  could  be  made. 

We  may  here  state  generally  that  the  Churches  in  Europe,  Asia,  Africa,  and 
America,  with  which  we  are  more  or  less  closely  connected,  comprise  upwards  of 
1000  regular  congregations,  with  at  least  900  ministers.  Of  these  more  than 
600  belong,  as  has  been  stated,  to  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  Canada,  about  250 
to  the  Australian  Churches,  and  nearly  90  to  New  Zealand,  the  remainder  to 
Europe,  South  Africa,  and  India. 


No.  vn. 


fxtt    €\iuxt\f   of   ^eotlanlr. 


REPORT 


OP 


THE  COIfTOEIfTAL  COMMITTEE. 


MAY     1876. 


The  work  of  the  Committee  may  be  regarded  as  dividing  itself  into 
three  branches : — 

1.  The  aid  which  it  gives  to  the  Continental  Protestant  Churches 

and  to  Evangelical  organisations  abroad. 

2.  The  establishing  and  maintaining  of  permanent  charges,  the 

ministers  of  which  form  this  Church's  Continental  Presbytery. 
8.  The  supplying  of  ordinances  at  certain  stations  which  are  visited 
by  invalids  and  others  during  portions  of  the  year,  and  which 
require  only  temporary  services. 

Of  the  work  of  the  Free  Church,  as  performed  by  its  Continental 
Committee,  there  are  some  general  aspects  which  are  perhaps  not 
regarded  with  the  interest  which  their  importance  merits. 

The  Protestant  Churches  on  the  Continent  are  placed  in  circum- 
stances of  much  trial,  and  have  a  work  to  discharge  requiring  no  ordinary 
exercise  of  judgment  as  well  as  of  faith  and  patience. 

In  France,  in  Belgium,  in  Italy,  in  Spain,  and  Portugal,  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church  holds  a  sway  over  the  consciences  and  circumstances  of 
the  people  which  makes  it  extremely  difficult  for  the  voice  of  the  Gospel 
to  find  opportunity  for  being  heard.  No  doubt  the  toleration  now 
enjoyed  on  the  Continent  generally,  and  which  recognises  for  the  most 
piurt  not  only  freedom  of  opinion  but  the  work  of  evangelisation,  affords 
openings  for  active  effort  which  a  few  years  ago  were  not  available. 
But  the  whole  influence  of  the  Church  of  Rome  and  of  its  priests  is 
directed  to  prevent  the  people  from  coming  even  within  earshot  of  Gospel 
preaching,  and  the  marvel  is,  this  being  so^  that  so  much  practical  good 
is  being  quietly  and  effectively  done  in  the  face  of  such  relentless 
7  A 
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Opposition.  That  good  is  being  done  abroad  by  the  Protestant  Chnrchea, 
and  by  general  Evangelical  movements  outside  of  Churches,  admits  of  no 
doubt ;  and  it  were  a  strange  thing  if  the  Free  Church  of  Scotland  were 
not  ready  to  lend  kind  words  and  generous  gifte  to  those  who  in  the 
difficult  and  trying  positions  referred  to  are  bearing  a  burden  of  no 
ordinary  weight  and  anxiety.  The  truth  is,  that  but  for  the  work  of  its 
Continental  Committee,  our  Church  would  be  taking  no  part  in  enlighten- 
ing the  ignorance  and  superstition  of  Popish  lands  ;  and  it  is  clearly  a  most 
safe  and  efficient  way  of  doing  so  to  stand  by  and  help  existing  organisa- 
tions on  the  Continent 

For  apart  altogether  from  the  grand  work  of  winning  individual  souls  to 
the  Saviour,  there  is  an  influence,  indirect  but  most  valuable,  which 
Evangelical  efforts  exert  in  modifying  the  teaching  of  the  Chufch  of  Rome 
itself.  A  most  competent  and  careful  observer  has  said,  '*  Any  one  who 
looks  with  care  into  the  catechisms  and  manuals  of  devotion  in  use  within 
the  Romish  communion,  becomes  very  soon  aware  that  those  in  use  in 
different  countries  differ  exceedingly  in  regard  to  the  amount  of  Christian 
truth  that  finds  a  place  in  them.  Some  contain  very  little  indeed.  They 
are  occupied  with  dead  ceremonies  and  works.  Others  contain  a  great  deal 
-—so  much  so  that  one  finds  it  easy  to  understand  how  they  should 
be  able  to  afford  nutriment  to  souls,  notwithstanding  the  alloy  of  super- 
stition with  which  they  are  depraved.  Now  it  seems  to  me  that  the  pro- 
portion of  Christian  truth  found  in  these  manuals  depends  mainly  on  the 
degree  in  which  Evangelical  Protestantism  prevails  in  the  countries  to 
which  the  manuals  belong.  If  there  is  no  Evangelical  Protestantism  in 
the  community,  the  absence  of  truth  is  appalling.  If  there  is  much 
Evangelical  Protestantism,  there  is  much  truth.  ...  It  is  encouraging  to 
those  who  love  Christ's  truth  to  know  that  invigorated  Evangelical  life 
in  the  Protestant  Churches  tells  within  the  Romish  communion  also." 

The  direct  effect  and  immediate  fruit  of  Evangelical  work  on  the 
Continent  are  quite  visible  and  tangible,  but  the  indirect  effect  and  fruit 
are  even  of  larger  and  further-reaching  value.  All  this  is  true  of  the 
Continental  Protestant  Churches,  and  should  encourage  us  to  help  and 
strengthen  them  in  every  possible  way,  but  it  is  scarcely  less  true  of 
the  other  departments  of  this  Committee's  work.  The  Stations  main- 
tained by  our  Church,  whether  of  a  more  permanent  or  passing  kind, 
point  to  the  same  results.  Directly,  they  provide  Gospel  preaching 
for  our  own  countrymen  and  for  others  in  localities  where  it  is  greatly 
needed,  and  in  circumstances  where  it  is  greatly  valued ;  but,  besides 
this,  an  indirect  work  of  much  importance  is  achieved.  The  local  ministers 
of  the  Native  Protestant  Churches  obtain  much  support  from  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  Free  Church  who  are  alongside  of  them ;  and  in 
any  movement  on  behalf  of  Evangelical  or  benevolent  schemes  in  the 
country,  our  ministers  are  constantly  looked  to  for  counsel,  and  are 
often  able  to  obtain  material  aid  for  them  from  English  and  Americans 
who  are  resting  at,  or  passing  through,  these  stations. 

The  Committee,  in  proceeding  to  give  a  brief  report  of  its  work  during 
the  year — of  which  detailed  facts  and  incidents  have  appeared  with  some 
fulness  already  in  the  /^ecor^— commend  the  various  interests  under  their 
charge  to  the  prayers  of  the  Church,  and  to  the  increased  sympathy  and 
support  of  its  ministers  and  people. 
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I— GRANTS  TO  FOREIGN  CHURCHES,  SOCIETIES,  AND 

MISSIONS. 

The  following  have  been  made  daring  the  past  year  :— 

1.  Waldensian  Church, £200 

Additional  Special  Grant  for  this  year,          .         .  100 

2.  Union  of  Evangelical  Churches  in  France,         .  100 

3.  societs  evanoelique,  belgium,    ....  75 

4.  Society  Evangeliqub,  Geneva,     ....  60 
6.  Spanish  Evangelisation  Society,  ....  60 

6.  Native  Church,  Lisbon, 30 

7.  Pasteur  D'lsEUN,  Berne, 20 

8.  Genoa  Harbour  Mission, 20 

9.  St.  Martin  D'Auxiony  (Final) 10 

10.  Belleville  Mission  to  the  Communists,  Miss  db  Broen,  10 

These  different  organisations  are  for  the  most  part  well  known  to  our 
Church,  and  it  is  not  necessary  to  dwell  much  upon  them.  The  Com- 
mittee were  glad  to  be  able  to  give  an  additional  special  grant  of  £100 
to  the  Vaudois  Church,  in  answer  to  an  appeal  of  the  most  pressing,  and 
at  the  same  time  most  encouraging  kind.  The  demands  made  upon  the 
Evangelisation  Committee  of  that  Church  to  open  new  Stations,  and  to 
send  Evangelists,  are  such  as  it  is  very  difficult  to  resist ;  and  yet  it  will 
become  a  serious  question  for  them,  whether  they  must  not  confine  them- 
selves to  establishing  a  limited  number  of  Stations,  which,  being  consoli- 
dated and  strengthened,  may  become  centres  from  which  mission- work 
may  be  extended  to  the  smaller  places  in  their  neighbourhood.  The 
people  in  some  districts  of  Italy  are  hungering  and  thirsting  for  the 
Gospel,  and  are  willing  to  meet  night  after  night  to  hear  from  the 
Evangelists  all  the  words  of  this  life. 

It  must  be  remembered  by  us  that  the  Waldensian  Church  is  deter- 
mined to  maintain  a  high  standard  of  preparation  for  the  filling  of 
their  pulpitis  and  for  their  work  of  Evangelisation ;  and  the  demand  for 
men  is  so  great  that  the  Church  finds  it  no  easy  matter  to  meet  it,  as  they 
are  resolved  to  do,  with  thoroughly  competent  and  qualified  workmen. 

It  is  gratifying  to  all  who  have  watched  the  progress  of  this  venerable 
Church  during  later  years— a  progress  best  illustrated  by  the  fact  that 
while  the  parishes  within  the  confines  of  their  Valleys  only  number  six- 
teen, there  are  no  fewer  than  forty  Stations  throughout  the  Peninsula 
occupied  by  it  for  evangelistic  purposes — to  observe  the  recent  action 
of  our  Metropolitan  University  in  conferring  the  degree  of  D.D.  on 
Pasteur  Lantaret,  whose  name  and  character  are  known  far  beyond  the 
bounds  of  his  own  Church  and  country.  The  Committee  had  hoped  that 
Dr.  Lantaret  might  remain  to  be  present  at  the  General  Assembly ;  but 
his  reply  to  all  appeals  to  do  so  was  firm  and  conclusive — the  work  in 
his  large  parish  of  Pomaret  must  not  be  allowed  to  stand  still,  even  for 
so  pleasing  a  duty  as  that  of  representing  his  Church  in  the  highest  Court 
of  ours.  He  attended,  however,  a  meeting  of  the  Continental  Committee, 
and  conveyed  in  very  affecting  terms  the  cordial  regards  of  the  Church 
of  the  Valleys  to  their  Scotch  friends,  on  whose  behalf  his  Church  ever 
implored  the  highest  blessings. 

As  regards  the  work  in  France  of  "The  Union  of  Evangelical 
Churches,"  it  is  difficult  to  say  as  yet  what  may  be  the  effect  of  recent 
political  changes  in  that  country  on  liberty  of  worship  and  of  evangelistio 
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effort  There  are,  it  is  encouraging  to  know,  many  agencies  besides 
those  of  this  vigoroos  Church,  watching  for  and  entering  into  open  doors 
of  usefulness.  The  remarkable  work  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  M^All,  towards 
which  many  contributions  have  been  sent  through  oar  Secretary ;  and  the 
no  less  interesting  work  of  Miss  de  Broen,  which  includes  a  Medical 
Mission  among  the  Communists  in  Belleville,  are,  it  is  believed,  making 
a  marked  impression  in  a  very  low  stratum  of  the  Parisian  eommanity. 
The  Committee  feel  assured  of  the  sympathy  and  approval  of  the  Church  in 
anything  they  can  do  to  send  the  Grospel  of  peace  to  that  distracted  country. 

There  seems  to  be  no  call  to  say  more  of  the  other  grants,  which,  in 
almost  every  instance,  would  have  been  enlarged  if  the  Committee  had 
been  in  possession  of  the  requisite  means  for  doing  so. 

The  Foreign  Churches  and  Societies  express  their  great  thankfulness  for 
the  encouragement  afforded  to  them,  not  only  by  our  gifts,  bot  by  the  visits 
of  our  deputies.  The  Bev.  Mr.  Walker  of  Dysart,  Dr.  Stewart  of  Leghorn, 
and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Miller  of  Grenoa,  represented  the  Free  Church  of  Scotland 
at  the  Synod  of  the  Waldensian  Church ;  the  Bev.  Lewis  Irving  at  the  Synod 
of  the  Union  of  Evangelical  Churches;  the  Bev.  John  Nixon  at  the  Belgian 
Synod ;  and  the  Bev.  A.  F.  Buscariet  at  the  Swiss  Synods  of  the  Free 
Churches  of  Canton  de  Yaad  and  of  NenfchateL  All  of  them  received 
the  heartiest  of  welcomes^  and  the  assurances  of  their  gratitude  for  the 
support,  both  moral  and  material,  extended  to  them  by  oor  Church. 


II.— SANCTIONED  CHARGES  FOR  ENGLISH-SFEAKING 

RESIDENTS  AND  TRAVELLERS. 


Leohorn, 

Fl/>aENCK, 

Genoa, 
Naples, 
Lausankx, 
Nice,   . 
Pau,    . 
Lisbon, 

HUELVA, 


Rev.  Db.  Stewakt. 
Rev.  J.  R.  M'Bougali.. 
Rev.  Donald  Miller. 
Rev.  Jas.  Gordon  Gray. 
Rev.  a.  F.  Buscarlbt. 
Rev.  a.  Burn  Murdoch. 
Rev.  Gborox  Brown. 
Rev.  Robert  Stewart. 
Rev.  John  H.  Ross. 


The  work  at  all  these  stations  has  been  carried  on  with  much  comfort 
and  success  during  the  past  year. 

The  state  of  Mr.  Craig's  health  made  it  necessary  for  him  to  give  up 
the  idea  of  remaining  at  Lbohorn  as  assistant  to  Dr.  Stewart,  and  the 
Committee  were  not  able  at  once  to  secure  a  successor.  They  were 
fortunate  in  obtaining  the  services  of  the  Rev.  John  Sinchur  of  Grange* 
mouthy  who  has  for  two  months  officiated  in  this  capacity,  and  whose  minis- 
trations Dr.  Stewart  reports  to  have  been  most  acceptable  to  his  people. 

Dr.  Stewart  continues  the  preparation  of  his  Commentary,  and  along 
with  Mrs.  Stewart  watches  over  the  Waldensian  Schools  as  in  past  years. 

In  those  schools  300  Roman  Catholic  children  are  educated.  It  b  well 
known  to  our  Church  how  large  and  important  is  the  general  work  of 
our  venerable  minister  at  Leghorn.  His  correspondence  with  the  Wal- 
densian Missionaries,  and  his  superintendence  of  twelve  colporteors,  are  in 
themselves  a  most  important  work.  The  amount  and  value  of  the  services 
rendered  by  Dr.  Stewart  in  connection  with  every  evangelical  work  in 
Italy  is  known  to  and  acknowledged  by  many  of  the  Churches  of  Christ 
besides  our  own. 
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The  Committee  gratefully  acknowledge  the  sustained  and  liberal  aid  of 
the  Ladies'  Society  in  Glasgow,  in  maintaining  this  important  station. 

The  Titles  of  the  property  in  Leghorn  ai'e  in  name  of  the  Kirk-Session 
and  Deacons'  Court,  as  trustees  of  the  Free  Church  of  Scotland. 

The  question  of  Titles  to  the  property  belonging  to  the  Free  Church  of 
Scotland  in-  Italy  continues  to  engage  much  of  the  attention  of  the  Com- 
mittee. To  this  subject  the  Bev.  Donald  Miller  of  Genoa  has  given  special 
attention,  and  the  Titles  of  the  church  now  in  course  of  erection  at  Genoa 
recognise  the  Free  Church  as  proprietors.  Mr.  Miller  is  in  communica- 
tion with  the  authorities  at  Rome  as  to  our  other  churches,  the  Titles  of 
which  were,  at  the  time  of  their  erection,  in  compliance  with  the  require- 
ments of  the  then  easting  law,  taken  in  names  of  our  ministers  or  others  ; 
and  he  hopes  to  report  soon  that  in  their  case,  as  at  Genoa,  the  properties 
are  vested  in  the  Church  and  not  in  individuals.  The  church,  manse, 
and  general  buildings  at  Florence,  for  example,  are  held  in  the  Rev.  Mr. 
M^Dougall's  own  name  ;  but  as  soon  as  the  legal  forms. can  be  arranged, 
the  property  will  be  recognised  as  being  the  property  of  the  Free  Church, 
for  whom  Mr.  M^Dongall  holds  them. 

The  average  attendance  at  Florence  is  about  60  on  Sabbath,  and  40 
at  the  prayer-meeting.  Among  the  native  population  mission*work,  by 
means  of  colportage,  Bible-women,  and  schools,  is  carried  on. 

The  work  of  Mr.  Miller  at  Genoa  continues  to  be  maintained  with  much 
vigour.  The  Harbour  Mission,  to  which  a  separate  grant  is  made  by  the 
Committee,  is  doing  valuable  work  among  the  sailors  visiting  the  port. 
Every  Sabbath  a  service  is  held  in  the  floating  Bethel,  as  well  as  frequently 
during  the  week  on  board  one  or  other  of  the  ships  in  harbour ;  while,  by 
a  system  of  colportage,  the  Gospel  is  presented  to  many  seamen  who 
during  the  year  touch  at  Genoa.  The  building  of  the  new  church  makes 
rapid  progress.  It  would  be  satisfactory  if  it  could  be  stated  that  the 
necessary  funds  are  being  secured  as  rapidly.  Mr.  Miller's  recent  visit 
to  this  country  did  not  result  in  his  obtaining  anything  like  the  sum  he 
requires  to  complete  the  building,  which  will  include  a  manse  and  schools 
as  well  as  a  place  of  worship.  Mr.  Miller  will  thankfully  receive  contri- 
butions for  the  completion  of  this  important  work  he  has  taken  in  hand. 

The  congregation  at  Naples  having  presented  a  call  to  the  Rev.  Jaines 
Gordon  Gray,  of  Marykirk,  Kincardineshire,  who  had  formerly  ministered 
temporarily  to  them,  he  accepted  it  and  was  loosed  from  his  charge  in 
Scotland  to  become  minister  at  Naples.  The  work  here  is  interesting, 
and  encouraging.  Besides  the  ordinary  Church  services,  Bible-dasses, 
and  prayer-meetings,  much  attention  is  given  to  educational  matters. 
Not  only  are  the  evangelical  schools  maintained,  as  hitherto,  for  the 
humbler  classes,  but  a  most  important  movement,  commenced  some  years 
ago,  to  establish  a  boarding  school  for  the  children  of  Roman  Catholic 
families,  and  in  the  conducting  of  which  Mr.  Gray  takes  an  active  part,  is 
beginning  to  attiun  a  position  of  influence,  and  it  is  hoped  of  permanency. 

All  the  boarders  are  Italian  by  birth,  and  in  most  cases  belong  to 

amilies  of  very  good  position.    Their  parents  are  for  the  most  part 

professedly  Roman  Catholic,  but  are  so  favourably  impressed  with  the 

character  of  the  education  given  that  they  prefer  this  school,  with  its 

distinctly  evangelical  training,  to  the  training  of  conventual  schools. 

From  Naples,  where  Mr.  Buscarlet  so  long  did  admirable  service,  to 
Lausanne,  where  he  is  now  with  great  hopefulness  establishing  a  congrega- 
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tion  and  assisting  in  many  good  works,  is  a  natural  transition.  The 
General  Assembly  of  last  year  sanctioned  Lausanne  as  a  regular  charge 
in  connection  with  the  Presbytery  of  Italy ;  and  Mr.  Buscarlet  is  now 
making  strenuous  efforts  to  secure  the  needful  buildings  for  his  work 
there.  No  part  of  his  work  is  more  important  than  that  which  he  gives 
to  the  young.  Lausanne  is,  and  has  long  been,  a  resort  of  the  younger 
members  of  Scottish  families  for  purposes  of  education ;  and  it  is  highly 
important  to  have  as  our  minister  there  a  man  of  experience  and  of  tried 
fidelity  and  success.  In  this  special  department  Mr.  Buscarlet  has  met 
with  much  encouragement  He  has  a  Bible-class  on  Wednesdays  at  a 
young  ladies'  school,  another  in  the  church  on  Saturdays  attended  by  40 
to  50,  and  a  class  for  English  young  men  on  Sunday  evenings,  at  which 
14  are  present.  There  is  a  very  considerable  number  of  Italian  workmen 
in  Lausanne,  and  amongst  them  mission-work  is  carried  on. 

The  station  is  one  possessing  a  wide  and  varied  field  of  usefulness, 
which  is  being  wisely  and  energetically  cultivated. 

From  Nice  the  Rev.  Mr.  Burn  Murdoch  reports  that  the  attendance  has 
reached  as  high  a  number  as  140,  and  that  at  the  Communion,  which  is 
observed  three  times  yearly,  the  number  has  on  two  occasions  during  last 
year  been  50.  Mr.  Bum  Murdoch  has  been  able  to  conduct  the  station 
without  help,  except  such  as  may  occasionally  be  available  from  passing 
ministers,  and  although  not  in  robust  health,  is,  we  are  thankful  to 
believe,  better  than  last  year. 

At  Lisbon  the  Rev.  Mr.  Stewart's  work  makes  fair  progress.  An  elder  of 
the  English  Presbyterian  Church,  who  has  recently  been  there  with  invalid 
members  of  his  family,  seeking  warmer  skies  than  ours,  reports  to  the 
Convener  that  the  services  are  a  great  blessing  to  our  countrymen  there; 
and  that  the  work  of  Carvalho,  who  has  succeeded  De  Mattos  as 
Evangelist  among  the  natives,  is  really  effective,  his  services  being 
welcomed  by  them,  and  his  instruction  much  appreciated  for  its  great 
simplicity.     This  is  valuable  testimony  from  a  highly  intelligent  witness. 

From  Pau  the  Committee  has  continued  tidings  of  the  station 
prospering  and  doing  good  service.  The  congregation  has  reached  at 
times  the  number  of  130,  and  the  prayer-meeting  as  many  as  50. 
The  Rev.  Mr.  Brown  has  a  class  for  English  young  ladies  on  Tuesdays,  and 
interesting  services  have  been  conducted  during  the  week,  by  members 
of  the  congregation,  for  the  men-servants  and  grooms  of  English  visiton, 
for  whose  religious  teaching  no  provision  is  otherwise  made. 

The  station  of  Huelya,  which  is  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of 
the  large  mines  of  Rio  Tinto,  and  is  gradually  becoming  a  harbour  of 
some  magnitude,  is  maintained  by  Mr.  Hugh  M.  Matheson  of  London, 
whose  noble  service  to  many  good  causes  is  so  well  known  in  our  Church. 

Mr.  Matheson  writes  to  the  Convener,  of  date  17th  April  1876,  on 
his  return  fh)m  a  visit  to  Spain  : — 

''  I  confess  that  thinking  over  the  Huelva  question  as  I  have  often 
done,  I  cannot  but  feel  thankful  for  having  been  led  to  provide  this 
chaplaincy.  It  did  my  heart  good  to  see  the  ISabbath  observance,— 
perfect  stillness  over  the  whole  place,  not  an  engine  in  steam  or  a 
hammer  moving,  instead  of  the  incessant  din  of  the  week-days,  and 
then  the  families  of  our  community  walking  to  the  House  of  Grod  in 
their  Sunday  attire.  That  much  of  this  is  due  to  the  establishment  of 
the  mission  cannot  be  denied,  and  that  it  has  had  a  wholesome  effect  on 
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the  Spanish  community  1  have  heard  very  confidently  expressed.    I 
think  the  Station  should  be  encouraged." 

Mr.  Ross  is  a  licentiate  of  the  Glasgow  Presbytery,  and  an  application 
has  been  received  recommending  that  he  should  receive  ordination  in 
order  to  his  dispensing  ordinances  to  the  workmen  and  sailors  among 
whom  he  labours.  The  Committee  recommend  that  the  application  be 
favourably  entertained. 


Rome, 

Rev. 

Rev. 

Cannes, 

Rev. 

MSNTONB, 

Rev. 
Rev. 

MONTRSUX,      . 

Rev. 
Rev. 

Luoernb, 

Rev. 

'  •, 

Rev. 
Rev. 

iNTERTiAKEN,  . 

Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 

Stettin, 

Rev. 

III.— STATIONS  SUPPLIED  BY  HOME  MINISTERS 

FOB  P0BTI0N8  OF  THE  TEAB  1875-76. 

Alex.  Cusin,  Edinburgh. 

Dk.  Magmillan,  Glasgow. 

Jas.  Kippen,  Arrochar. 

Jas.  Prentice,  Lewes,  Sussex. 

Dr.  Murray  Mitchell,  Edinburgh. 

J.  W.  Laurie,  Tulliallan. 

Wh.  Beattie,  formerly  of  Alexandria. 

H.  W.  Bell,  AberdeoL 

Wm.  Bruce,  Largo. 

W.  K.  Hamilton,  Stonehouse. 

W.  A.  Gray,  Elgin, 

J.  P.  LiLLEY,  Arbroath. 

John  Nixon,  Barrhill. 

James  Mellis,  Oambee. 

Tbe  services  at  Rohb  have  been  as  usual  very  acceptable  to  our 
countrymen  resident  there,  and  to  strangers  visiting  Italy.  The  Com* 
mittee  felt  specially  confident  that  this  would  be  the  «ase  when  they  were 
so  fortunate  as  to  secure  the  services  of  Mr.  Cusin  and  Dr.  Macmillan. 
In  accordance  with  the  arrangements  of  past  years^  the  Established 
Church  sent  a  representative  to  occupy  the  pulpit  of  our  Church,  at  one 
diet  of  each  Sabbath,  for  three  months,  from  1st  February  to  the  end  of 
April.  The  Bev.  Dr.  Thomson,  formerly  of  New  York,  and  now  a 
minister  of  the  Established  Church,  has  accordingly  discharged  the  pulpit 
and  other  duties  along  with  our  representatives. 

The  arrangement  was  carried  out,  as  has  always  been  the  case,  in  a 
spirit  of  the  most  friendly  co-operation. 

From  a  number  of  quarters  the  most  gratifying  reports  have  been 
received  of  the  services  at  Cannes.  The  attendance  has  been  large,  and 
even  more  varied  in  its  character  than  usual.  At  the  Communion 
Services,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Samuel  Miller  of  Glasgow,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Ainslie 
of  St.  Andrews,  and  the  Rev.  Dr.  Gloag  of  the  Established  Church  at 
Galashiels^  have  taken  part  Dr.  Ainslie  in  leaving  Cannes  at  the  close 
of  the  season  writes  to  the  Committee,  April  26th,  1876: — 

"  The  large  and  sustained  attendance  on  Mr.  Kippen's  ministry  all 
through  the  winter  proved  unmistakably  how  greatly  he  was  appreciated. 
It  does  not  need  many  words  of  mine  to  impress  the  Continental 
Committee  with  the  importance  of  Cannes  as  one  of  their  Stations,  and 
with  the  necessity  of  providing  it  with  a  man  of  mark.  It  is  beyond 
question  the  chief  place  in  the  south  of  France,  and  promises  to  grow 
into  still  further  importance  as  '  The  English  Colony.'  Those  who 
frequent  the  place  are,  as  a  rule^  the  well  educated,  who  desire  and  can 
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appreciate  nn  able  ministrj.  ...  I  daresay  all  this  has  been  said  to  the 
Committee  many  times ;  but  it  may  bear  repetition  from  one  vfho  has 
been  the  whole  winter  on  the  spot,  and  who  returns  more  impressed  than 
ever  with  the  importance  of  maintaining  these  Stations  in  the  utmost 
efficiency." 

There  have  not  been  wanting  tokens  of  awakened  interest  in  connec- 
tion with  united  Evangelistic  Meetings  on  the  Sabbath  evenings,  in 
which  earnest  ministers  of  the  Church  of  England,  including  the  Rev. 
Lord  Plunket  of  Dublin,  and  the  Eev.  Mr.  Girdlestone  of  the  British  and 
Foreign  Bible  Society,  took  part,  besides  other  friends  of  the  good  cause 
who  are  resident  at  Cannes. 

MoNTREUx  was  supplied  for  the  first  four  weeks  of  the  season  by  the 
Eev.  Mr.  Laurie  of  TuHiallan,  who  came  to  the  help  of  the  Committee 
in  an  emergency.  For  the  rest  of  the  season  the  Rev.  Mr.  Beattie  has 
discharged  with  great  acceptableness  the  duties  of  pastor  and  preacher. 
Lieut.-Colonel  Stewart  writes  to  the  Committee  pointing  out  the  advan- 
tage of  a  station  like  Montreux,  where  the  congregation  is  not  so  fiuctuat- 
ing  as  at  other  places,  being  steadily  supplied  by  the  same  minister 
during  as  large  a  part  of  the  season  as  possible.  It  is  evident,  he  argues, 
that  the  experience  acquired  from  day  to  day  is  extremely  valuable,  and 
that  frequent  changes  are  unsettling.  It  is  not  often  that  we  can,  as  in 
Mr.  Beattie's  case,  secure  so  long  a  period  of  continuous  supply ;  but 
the  success  of  the  station  during  the  past  year,  to  which  Colonel  Stewart 
warmly  testifies,  seems  to  justify  his  remark. 

Lucerne  was  occupied  during  the  summer  months  of  1875  by  three 
of  our  ministers.  In  this,  one  of  the  loveliest  spots  in  Switzerland, 
travellers  often  pause  for  the  Sabbath  rest;  and  they  find  here  also 
Sabbath  nourishment.  All  opinions  concur  in  holding  that  oar  meeting- 
place,  which  is  an  old  Roman  Catholic  Church  filled  with  the  insignia  of 
Popish  worship,  is  unsuitable  on  this  account,  as  well  as  uncomfortable 
from  its  defective  acoustic  properties. 

Interlaken  has  always  been  one  of  the  most  interesting  of  the  Swiss 
stations.  Three  of  our  home  ministers,  here  also,  divided  the  season 
among  them ;  and  all  report  the  enjoyment  they  had  in  ministering  to 
the  congregation  there,  and  the  satisfaction  expressed  by  persons  of  the 
English  and  American  Evangelical  Churches,  who  found  in  our  little 
gathering  there  a  time  of  refreshing  from  the  presence  of  the  Lord. 

It  is  true  of  all,  or  almost  all,  our  stations  that  they  are  the  resort  of 
invalids ;  but  this  is  specially  the  case  with  Mehtonb.  It  seems  always 
to  strike  as  a  dart  when  one  hears  of  their  loved  ones  being  ordered  to 
this  refuge  from  the  rough  home  winds ;  and  in  point  of  fact  the  most 
important  service  to  be  rendered  here  is  to  the  feeble  and  sufiTering. 
The  public  services  have  been  very  successful,  but  have  been  somewhat 
marred  as  to  their  usefulness  by  the  place  of  meeting  being  unsuitable. 
There  is  at  present  under  consideration  an  ofier,  by  a  ^end  of  the 
cause,  to  be  helpful  in  the  way  of  securing  better  accommodation  for 
worship,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  this  may  be  arranged  if  the  station  is  to 
be  maintained. 

Siettin. — ^Mr.  Mellis  of  Cambee  was  able  to  render  excellent 
service  here,  especially  in  the  harbour  and  docks  among  the  sailors  ot 
this  German  Port.  The  American  Consul  was  most  friendly,  not  only 
attending  Mr.  Mellis's  services,  but  lending  his  influence  to  make  our 
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meetings  known  to  American  Ye8sel&     A  very  considerable  number  of 
Germans  were  present  from  Sabbath  to  Sabbath. 

We  were,  as  in  former  years,  greatly  indebted  to  Mr.  Rohleder  for 
friendly  help  in  every  way  in  his  power. 

A  New  Station. 

The  Committee  has,  after  careful  consideration,  and  having  obtained 
full  information  from  Mrs.  MacVickars,  whose  devoted  labours  on  behalf 
of  Aix-lk8-Bain8  are  well  known  to  many  in  our  Church,  resolved  to 
commence  services  there  in  May.  The  place  is  increasingly  visited  by 
large  numbers  of  English  and  Americans,  who  seek  in  its  &mou8  waters 
relief  from  rheumatism  and  allied  sufferings.  Dr.  Stewart,  of  Leghorn, 
has  kindly  undertaken  to  commence  the  services ;  and  arrangements  are 
being  made,  in  co-operation  with  other  Churches,  for  the  supply  of  the 
station  during  the  season. 

Foreign  Students. 

Through  the  kindpess  of  friends,  bursaries  have  been  provided  for 
three  Waldensian  students  who  have  attended  the  classes  of  the 
New  College,  Edinburgh,  and  of  the  Free  Church  College,  Glasgow, 
during  the  past  session : — William  Meille,  Bartolomeo  Revel,  and  Pietro 
Andrietti.  To  Mrs.  Ford,  17  Grosvenor  Crescent,  Edinburgh,  who  is 
raising  a  Capital  sum  to  provide  a  perpetual  bursary,  to  Mrs.  Thompson, 
Beeslack,  and  Mrs.  Magee  of  Dublin,  and  to  the  Society  of  Ministers' 
Sons^  themselves  being  now  ministers  of  the  Free  Church,  the  Committee 
desires  to  express  the  utmost  gratitude  for  the  provision  made  for  these 
students. 

There  have  been  at  the  New  College  during  the  past  session  other 
foreign  students: — 

From  Bohemia^  VencealauB  C^k. 

Friederick  Jelen. 
From  Hungary,  Lewia  Gsiky. 

Gabriel  J&nosi. 

This  branch  of  work,  although  not  carried  on  directly  by  the  Committee 
or  maintained  by  its  funds,  is  full  of  interest;  and  it  is  regarded  as 
deeply  important  by  the  young  men  themselves,  and  by  the  Churches  to 
which  they  belong.  Both,  it  is  earnestly  hoped,  will  reap  the  benefit  of 
their  Scottish  training. 

The  Committee  cannot  doubt  that  the  General  Assembly  will  regard 
the  work  done  through  this  Committee  as  fitted  to  confer  important 
benefits  on  the  Churches  of  the  Continent,  and  through  them  on  the 
native  populations,  as  well  as  on  our  own  countrymen  and  others  who, 
in  search  of  health  or  from  other  causes,  now  so  largely  have  recourse  to 
foreign  travel  or  residence.  They  commend  this  special  department  of 
the  Church's  labours  to  the  sympathy  and  help  of  her  praying  people. 

D.  MACLAGAN,  Convener, 
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ABSTRACT  ACCOUNTS  OF  CONTINENTAti  FUND, 
AS  FROM  General  Treasurer's  Books. 


Charge. 

I.  Balance  of  last  Account,  ending  Slst  March  1875, 
Sum  for  Investment, 

11.  Contributions  during  the  year ; — 

1.  Congregational  Collections, 

2.  Donations, 

3.  Special  Donations, 

4.  Legacies, 

Do.  to  be  invested,  . 

5.  Juvenile  Offerings, 

6.  Returns  from  Stations, 

7.  Interest  on  Investment,  half-year, 

III.  Interest  accrued, 


875,  . 

• 

£641 

18 

1 

• 

• 

500 

0 

0 

£2239 

0 

2 

166 

3 

10 

240 

1 

1 

1506 

7 

8 

605 

0 

0 

32 

6 

10 

537 

3 

0 

8 

13 

6 

5334 

15 

1 

• 

• 

• 

6 

3 

7 

£6482  16     9 


Discharge. 

I.  Stations,  as  detailed  in  Vidimus,   . 

II.  Grants  to  Foreign  Churches  (page  3), 

III.  Special  Donations  paid  over, 

IV.  Sums  Invested, 
V.  Proportion  of  General  Charges, 

VI.  Expense  of  Church  Door  Collection, 

VII.  Office  Expenses : — 

1.  Secretary,     ... 

2.  Clerk, 

3.  Postages  and  Outlay, 

4.  Printing  Report, 

5.  Travelling  Expenses  of  Members  at 

tending  meetings  of  Committee, 


£175  0    0 

6  0    0 

13  8  11 

32  5    0 

15  13     0 


VII T.  Balance  in  favour  of  Committee  for  current  work, 


£2180    4 

677  10 

15  10 

2300    0 

68  17 


9 
0 
6 

0 
9 


32    9    0 


242     6  11 
965  17  10 

£6482  16    9 
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VIDIMUS  OF  Expense  op  Stations. 


1 

'              Stations. 

I 

1 

1 

Service 

kept  up 

Annually 

for 

P&ldby 
Committee. 

£195     7     6 

Remitted  to 

Committee  after 

making  Local 

Payments. 

Net  Cost  to 
Committee. 

1.  Borne,     . 

6  moe. 

£195     7     6 

2.  Naples,   . 

12    „ 

237  14     6 

237  14    6 

3.  Leghorn, 

12    „ 

167    0    0 

8     1   10 

158  18     2 

4.  Florence, 

12     „ 

200    0    0 

50     0     0 

150    0     0 

5.  Genoa,    . 

12    „ 

•225    5    9 

50    0    0 

175     5     9 

6.  Pan, 

9     „ 

80    0    0 

80    0    0 

7.  Nice, 

8     „ 

8.  Mentone, 

6     „ 

100    0    0 

7     6    0 

92  14    0 

9.  Cannes,  . 

6    ., 

100    0    0 

118  15  10 

10.  Lausanne, 

12     ,. 

283  12    0 

82  14    2 

200  17  10 

11.  Montreuz, 

8     „ 

121     5     0 

59  10    0 

61  15    0 

12.  Interlaken,      . 

3    „ 

70    0    0 

39  10    0 

30  10     0 

13.  Laoerne, 

3    ., 

60    0    0 

15    2    8 

54  17     4 

14.  Stettin,  . 

2    „ 

40    0    0 

2  10    0 

37  10    0 

15.  Lisbon,   . 

12     „ 

300    0    0 

■ 

103  12    6 

196    7     6 

£2180    4    9 

£537     3    0 

£1671  17    7 

*  Indnding  £25,  59.  9d.  of  expenses  as  to  general  question  of  titles  to  properties  in  Italy. 
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FORM    OF   BEQUEST. 

I  leave  and  beqaeath  the  snin  of 
Pounds  Sterling  {the  anumnt  to  he  stated  in  wordB^  not  figures)  to  the  Com- 
mittee for  the  management  of  the  Fobeign  Missions  of  the  Free  Church 
of  Scotland* ;  and  I  appoint  the  same  to  be  paid,  at  the  first  term  of  Whit- 
sunday or  Martinmas  after  my  death,  to  John  Magdonald,  Esquire, 
General  Treasurer  to  the  Free  Church  of  Scotland,  and  his  Successors  in 
Office,  Treasurers  aforesaid ;  and  I  declare  that  the  discharge  of  the  said 
John  Magdonald,  Esquire,  or  of  such  Treasurer  for  the  time  being,  shall 
be  sufficient  discharge  to  my  Executors. 

• 

*  In  the  eT«nt  of  t  Bequest  in  tvroox  of  the  Miflrionariea'  Widows  and  Orpbant'  Fond,  fneat 
here  the  woids  "  to  be  bj  them  applied  to  Uie  Miuioneriea*  Widows'  and  Otpban^  Fond  under  their 
charge."  A  similar  course  may  be  followed  if  a  Legacy  is  lefb  to  "  the  Mission  Building  Fund,"  or 
to  the  "  InTalid  If  issionaries'  Fund,"  also  under  the  charge  of  the  Foreign  Missiona  Gommitteei 


GENERAL  REPORT. 


Thb  following  changes  have  taken  place  in  oar  Foreign  Mission  staff 
daring  the  past  year : — 

1.  New  Appointment*  :^» 

The  Rev.  James  Maodonald  has  proceeded  to  the  Transkei  Territory, 

Kafi&aria. 
Mr.  J.  C.  dnbb,  Missionary  Teacher,      do.         Nagpur,  Central  India. 
The  Rev.  D.  Doig  Yoang  do.  Lovedale,  Ka&aria. 

Mr.  J.  A.  Dyer,  M.B.,  CM.,  do.  Pacbamba,  Bengal 

The  Bey.  William  Black,  M.B.,  CM,     do.  Lake  Nyassa,  Africa. 

Mr.  Robert  S.  Ro88»  Blacksmith  and  Engineer, 
Mr.  John  6ann,  Agriculturist, 
Mr.  Archibald  C  Miller,  Weaver, 
The  Rev.  Buchanan  Blake,  M.A.,  B.D.,  has  been  appointed  to  proceed 

next  antomn  to  Bombay. 

2.  Returned  to  the  Foreign  Field: — 

The  Rev.  A.  Templeton,  M.D.,  to  Pachamba. 

The  Rev.  John  Small,  to  Bombay. 

Mr.  John  Dalziel,  with  Mrs.  Dabdel,  to  Nagpnr. 

3.  Settimed  home  on/urlough  : — 

The  Rev.  G.  M.  Rae  of  Madras. 

4.  Death:-— 

The  Rev.  John  Wilson,  B.I).,  F.R.S.,  Bombay. 


ijas 
[do. 


We  note  also  ia  oonnectioo  with  the  Ladies'  Society,  the  following 
changes : — 

Ifew  Appointment*  ;•— 

li^BS  Griffin  has  proceeded  to  superintend  work  among  females  in  Calcutta. 
Miss  M'Ritchie,        do.  do.  Female  Boarding  School,  Bombay. 

Miss  Ross,  da  do.  do.  do.  Madras. 

Death  :^ 

Miss  Xiddell,  Superintendent  of  Female  Boarding  School,  Madras. 

Miss  Brown,  late  Saperiutendent  of  the  Female  Boarding  School, 
Bombay,  has  retamed  to  Scotland. 

The  most  afflictive  event  by  far  that  has  occarred  in  connection  with 
oar  Missions  daring  the  past  year  is  the  death  of  Dr.  Wilson  of  Bombay. 
We  shall  not  dwell  on  the  snbject  here ;  we  content  onrselves  with  re- 
ferring to  the  minatd  regarding  oar  lamented  father  which  will  be  foand 
in  the  Appendix.*  Jast  one  word  then,  before  we  pass  on.  While  the 
Committee  most  deeply  feel  the  greatness  of  the  bereavement  they  have 
sastained,  they  recall  with  heartfelt  thankfalness  to  Ood  the  long  and  lofty 
services  of  the  distinguished  Missionary.     His  name  will  be  a  tower  of 

*  See  Appendix  No.  I.  p.  43'. 


6  BXFOBT  ON  FOBSIGN  KI8SI0N8.  THI. 

strength  to  the  cause  of  Missions  for  all  time  to  come.  He  will  eyer  be 
remembered  as  an  honoar  to  Scotland,  and  to  the  Free  Chnrch  oi  Scot- 
land. May  his  great  example  stir  the  hearts  of  many,  and  lead  them  to 
consecrate  their  lives,  even  as  he  consecrated  his,  to  the  highest  and 
holiest  of  all  pursuits  I  ^  . 

Although  the  Rev.  W.  Oovan,  formerly  of  Lovedale,  had  left  the 
service  of  the  Mission,  we  cannot  allow  his  death  to  pass  unnoticed.  He 
did  admirable  service  daring  the  earlier  days  of  the  Lovedale  Institation, 
of  which  he  was  the  first  superintendent  When  he  was  aboat  to  leave 
Africa,  his  former  pupils  and  friends  presented  him  with  an  address,  in 
which  they  bore  testimony  to  his  ''high  Christian  principle,  sterling 
integrity,  and  unwearied  devotedness."  Of  this  very  high  commendation, 
Mr.  Oovan  was  entirely  worthy.     (See  Appendix.*) 

Befor.e  we  pass  from  this,  the  first  head  of  this  Report,  it  is  only  jost  to 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Small  to  notice  that  when  the  Bombay  Mission  was  weak- 
ened by  the  death  of  Dr.  Wilson,  he  hastened  his  departure  from  this 
country  to  join  Messrs.  Stothert  and  M'Kichan.  His  furlough  had  not 
expired,  and  as  one  of  his  children  was  far  from  well,  he  would  have 
preferred  continuing  here  for  some  months  longer.  But,  in  a  spirit  which 
does  him  much  honour,  he  responded  to  the  call  from  the  sorely  toiling 
brethren  at  Bombay,  uid  proceeded  forth  alone — ^Mra.  Small  remaining 
with  her  children  in  Scotland. 

The  Committee  must  also  speak  with  strong  commendation  of  the 
willingness  of  the  Rev.  O.  M.  Rae  of  Madras  to  return  without  delay  to 
India.  Mr.  Rae  left  India  only  in  February  last  year,  so  that  his  furlough 
has  not  nearly  expired.  On  account  of  the  paucity  of  labourers  at  Madras, 
and  the  feeble  health  of  Mr.  Miller  and  Mr.  Koss,  Mr.  Rae  was  quite  pre- 
pared to  leave  this  country  in  January  last.  Our  friends  in  Madras  have 
however  requested  him  not  to  do  so ;  they  desire  to  toil  on,  so  as  to  allow 
their  colleague  Mr.  Rae  the  benefit  of  that  rest  which,  to  every  one  who 
has  worked  hard  tor  several  years  in  India,  is  simply  a  necessity. 

Need  of  Missionaries. 

The  references  which  have  just  been  made  to  Bombay  and  Madras  lead 
directly  to  another  topic — the  overwhelming  need  of  additional  labourers. 
It  is  impossible  to  use  language  too  strong,  or  strong  enough,  in  reference  to 
the  pressure  of  our  work,  both  in  Southern' and  Western  India. 

In  Madras,  the  comprehensive  plan  of  a  great  Christian  College  fer 
Southern  India  has  been  laid  down  with  much  wisdom  and  forethought 
by  Mr.  Miller  and  his  associates,  and  has  been  heartily  agreed  to  by  the 
Foreign  Missions  Committee  and  the  General  Assembly.  The  Church 
Missionary  Society  and  the  Wesleyan  Missionary  Society  have  agreed, 
with  a  generosity  deserving  of  all  praise,  to  yield  both  materiiu  and 
moral  support  to  the  Christian  College ;  and  other  societies  in  Madras 
have  also  expressed  their  deep  interest  in  the  proposal  The  meaanze 
of  success  that  has  attended  the  educational  efforts  of  our  missionaries 
has  been  most  encouraging  (See  under  the  special  head  of  Madras).  But 
we  have  not  been  able  to  send  out  the  men  without  whom  it  seems  soaroely 

*  8m  Appendix  No.  I.  p.  4i> 
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poorible  to  carry  out  tbe  scheme  in  permanence  and  with  full  eflSciency. 
This  has  occasioned  the  Oommittee  the  deepest  possible  regret.  Several 
men  who  were  otherwise  excellently  qualified  and  ready  to  give  them- 
selves to  the  work,  were  found  to  be  physically  unequal  to  its 
demands. 

Almost  exactly  the  same  thing  might  be  said  regarding  Bombay.  It  is 
absolutely  indispensable  to  fill  up,  as  far  as  lies  in  our  power,  the  sad 
blank  caused  by  the  death  of  Dr.  Wilson,  and  not  allow  the  overtasked 
labourers  to  sink  at  their  post.  At  the  same  time,  the  position  of  our 
College  in  that  great  city  is  already  becoming  a  commanding  one.  It  is 
the  only  Protestant  institution  in  Bombay  which  is  aflSliated  to  the 
University;  and,  while  both  the  Government  College  and  St.  Xavier's 
(which  is  under  the  control  of  Jesuit  Missionaries)  are  very  amply 
furnished  with  men  and  means,  it  is  wholly  unworthy  of  the  Free  Church 
to  allow  its  College  to  continue  as  it  is.  Messrs.  Stothert,  M'Kichan, 
and  Ounpatrao  Raghunath  are  able  and  zealous  men ;  but  tbe  last  is 
wholly,  or  almost  so,  occupied  with  the  superintendence  of  the  School 
Division,  while  the  various  College  studies  must  be  carried  on  as  best 
they  may,  under  the  two  other  Missionaries. 

Meanwhile  the  return  of  Mr^  Small — ^whose  permanent  destination  is 
Puna — ^to  Bombay  has  given  a  measure  of  temporary  relief;  but  if  the 
Institution  continues  to  grow  as  it  promises  to  do,  five  thoroughly  trained 
men  are  the  smallest  staff  which  can  do  it  the  smallest  measure  of  justice. 

Immediate  help  was  thus  what  we  earnestly  desired  to  send  both  to 
Madras  and  Bombay ;  but  to  do  so,  we  repeat,  was,  to  our  exceeding 
regret,  beyond  our  power. 

Supply  op  Men. 

The  question  of  the  supply  of  men  who  shall  go  forth  to  reap  the  fields 
that  are  already  white,  and  still  whitening,  unto  the  harvest,  has 
occupied  the  gravest  consideration  of  the  Committee.  We  would 
earnestly  ask  all  the  ministers,,  elders,  and  members  of  the  Church  to 
share  with  us  the  burden  and  sorrow  of  our  having  been  unable,  during 
the  year,  to  meet  the  pressing  wants  of  the  Missions.  The  evil  would 
be  cured  if  the  Spirit  of  GK>d  so  filled  the  heart  of  the  Church  that 
many  would  hasten  forward,  impelled  by  holy  zeal,  and  say,  "  Here  am 
I ;  send  me."  For  this  let  us  plead,  and  with  nothing  short  of  this  let 
us  rest  content  I 

It  has  sometimes  been  said  that  Presbyterian  Churches  lessen  their 
own  supplies  of  men  for  the  foreign  field  by  insisting  on  too  high  a 
standard  of  education  for  the  Missionarie&  We  certainly  have  hitherto 
acted  on  the  principle  that  the  ordained  men  sent  forth  should  have  had 
the  full  academical  and  theological  training  which  is  required  for 
ministers  at  home.  From  this  practice  we  should  be  most  reluctant 
to  depart,  and  that  for  many  reasons.  Missionary  Societies  that  are 
satisfied  with  a  lower  standard  of  education  than  ours  will,  no  doubt,  find 
agents  more  easily  than  we.  Still,  we  have  reason  to  think  that  the 
interest  in  Missions  is  not  declining,  but  rising,  throughout  the  Church. 
As  the  fields  of  labour  are  multiplied,  and  the  work  at  each  naturally 
expands,  it  is  certain  that  larger  supplies,  both  of  men  and  means,  will 
be  required ;  but  from  .present  appearances  we  venture  to  anticipate  that 
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sach  supplies  will,  ere  long,  not  be  withheld.  We  believe  that  the  day 
18  comiDg  when  the  most  learaed  and  gifted  in  the  Church  will  feel  that 
.  the  selectest  honour  that  can  be  conferred  upon  them  is  to  be  sent  ^'  fer 
hence  unto  the  Gentiles." 

At  the  same  time  we  are  prepared,  in  special  cases,  to  send  forth 
men  of  piety  and  zeal  as  unordained  evangelists,  and  we  have  oommenoed 
to  do  so ;  and  we  also  appoint  Misuonary  artisans  in  connection  with 
several  of  our  African  stations. 

The  Committee  would  deprecate  the. idea  that  what  has  now  been 
stated  is  inconsistent  with  the  desire  which  they  have  long  cherished  and 
often  expressed,  that  the  Church  should  have  a  "  Missionary  Institute  *'  to 
give  special  training  to  agents  of  every  class  designed  for  mission-work, 
in  addition  to  such  instruction  as  existing  organisations  afford. 

CnmsTiAN  LrrESATUBE. 

Much  has  been  said,  especially  of  late,  regarding  the  urgent  need  of  a 
pure  and,  if  possible,  a  Christian  literature  for  India.  Education  spreads — 
in  some  parts  of  the  country  it  spreads  rapidly;  but  the  number  of 
books  fit  for  perusal  is  lamentably  small.  The  Native  books  are  always 
grossly  heathen,  and  often  grossly  impure.  Unless  therefore  suitable 
books  be  supplied,  the  newly-acquired  power  of  reading  may  prove  a 
curse  rather  than  a  blessing  both  to  the  men  and  the  women  of  India. 
Accordingly,  in  various  parts  of  the  country,  lifissionaries  have  been 
bestirring  themselves  to  multiply  useful  books,  especially  in  the  vernacular 
languages.  A  great  conference  of  Missionaries  was  held  at  Allahabad 
in  the  course  of  the  year,  to  consider  what  arrangements  could  be  made  to 
provide  pure  literature  in  the  Hindi  and  Hindustani  (Urdu)  dialects, 
which  are  spoken  over  an  immense  tract  of  country  in  Northern  India. 

Our  Missionaries  have,  in  days  past,  had  a  foil  share  in  the  supply  of 
literature,  both  in  English  and  the  vernacular;  and  also  among  the 
alumni  of  our  Colleges  we  have  men  who  can  address  the  public  power- 
fully and  persuasively  through  the  press. 

The  Bombay  Tract  Society  is  anxious  to  do  its  utmost  to  provide 
healthy  literature  for  Western  India.  It  is  a  happy  circumstance  that 
one  of  the  most  distinguished  dlumni  of  our  Bombay  Institution,  whom  no 
Christian  writer  in  the  Marathi  language  can  approach  in  literary 
skill,  is  desirous  of  giving  his  time  to  the  same  important  work.  His 
productions  are  exceedingly  popular,  and  are  fitted  to  do  much  good,  both 
in  purifying  the  taste  of  his  countrymen  and  diffusing  religious  truth.  The 
Bombay  Tract  Society  is  anxious  to  secure  his  services,  but  is  unhappily 
crippled  for  want  of  fonds;  and  we  are  now  in  correspondence  with 
them  as  to  the  terms  on  which  they  may  receive  contributions  from  us, 
in  order  to  enable  them  to  avail  themselves  of  his  valuable  labours. 

Lebanon. 

We  notice  the  schools  on  Mount  Lebanon,  as  Mr.  Bae,  the  able  and 
zealous  superintendent,  is  supported  by  us.  The  Lebanon  Schools  Society 
is  formed  on  a  catholic  basis.  The  death  of  the  Convener  of  the  Com- 
mittee— Principal  Lumsden — has  been  a  deplorable  loss.  The  Bev.  W. 
Fraser  of  Free  St  Bernard's  has  succeeded  him,  and  will  no  doubt  zealously 
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follow  in  the  footsteps  of  his  predecessor.  The  desirableness  of  a  Medical 
Missionary  being  connected  with  the  work  has  long  been  felt;  and 
a  very  yalaable  addition  to  the  Mission  staff  has  been  made  in 
Dr.  William  Garslaw,  formerly  connected  with  onr  Madras  Mission, 
who,  in  addition  to  thorough  medical  knowledge,  is  skilled  in  the 
management  of  schools. 

The  Lebanon  Schools  have  prospered.  Ezclnsive  of  the  Traininc: 
School,  which  contains  aboat  16  boys,  the  numbers  in  December  last 
were  824  boys  and  127  girls — the  latter  nnder  the  charge  of  Miss  Wilson. 
Oppodtion  has  been  made,  especially  by  the  Maronite  priests,  who  act 
nnder  Jesuit  influence.  It  is  very  encouraging  then  to  find  so  many 
as  75  Greek  Catholics  and  67  Maronites  in  the  schools.  The  Oreeks 
proper  amount  to  440.  It  is  truly  remarkable  that  so  many  Druses 
should  attend, — 30  girls  and  320  boys.  The  Druses  are  a  most  singular 
people ;  their  religion  is  to  this  day  almost  an  unexplained  mystery ; 
bat  if  their  present  willingness  to  accept  Christian  education  shall  con- 
tinue, as  we  trust  it  may,  a  great  revolution  must  ere  long  take  place 
in  the  mind  of  this  high-spirited  and  energetic  race.  Already  has  one 
young  man  of  considerable  talent  and  culture  been  baptised.  Altogether, 
the  Lebanon  Schools  Society  appears  to  be  engaged  in  a  most  hopeful 
enterprise ;  and  we  trust  its  supporters  will  prosecute  their  work  with 
ever-increasing  zeal. 

ITmion  with  Befobmbd  Pbbsbttebians* 

The  union  of  our  own  with  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church,  to 
which  so  many  look  forward  with  joyful  anticipation,  comes  nnder  our 
notice  simply  as  it  affects  our  Foreign  Missions.  The  Missions  of  the 
Reformed  Presbyterian  Church  are  in  the  New  Hebrides  group  of  the  South 
Sea  Islands ;  they  have  been  carried  on  for  years  with  much  wisdom  and 
energy,  and  they  have  been  greatly  blessed.  We  doubt  not  that  the 
Qeneral  Assembly  will,  like  the  Foreign  Missions  Committee,  feel  it  to 
be  both  a  joy  and  an  honour  that  the  Missions  of  the  Reformed  Presby- 
terian Church  should  be  incorporated  with  our  own,  and  Polynesia  be 
included  in  the  mission-field  of  the  united  Church,  along  with  India,  Africa, 
and  Syria.  May  the  Lord  enlarge  the  hearts  of  all  the  members  of  the 
churches, — lovingly  joined  after  a  separation  of  nearly  two  centuries, — 
80  that  they  shall  not  only  maintain  in  full  efficiency  all  their  present 
work,  but  may  devise  and  execute  still  higher  and  higher  things  for  the 
proclamation  of  the  glad  tidings  of  salvation  to  those  who  are  perishing 
for  lack  of  knowledge  I 

Ladies'  Society. 

The  Ladies'  Society  has  continued  its  yaluable  labours  among  the  females 
of  India  and  Africa.  In  addition  to  keeping  up  its  former  staff  of 
agents,  it  has  sent  out  a  lady  to  superintend  the  Orphanage,  and  be 
the  head  of  the  Home  for  Zenana  teachers  at  Calcutta.  At  present  the 
Society  employs  two  European  ladies  to  work  in  the  Zenanas  of  that 
city.  It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  advanced  pupils  of  the  Boarding  School 
are  employed  to  teach  in  schools  and  assist  the  ladies  who  visit  the 
Zenanas.  The  Society  has  issued  a  '*  Special  appeal  for  Zenana  work." 
While  rightly  adzious  that  its  ordinary  school  operations  be  fully  kept 
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np,  the  Society  calls  on  the  women  of  Scotland  to  aid  in  ''  aending  out 
additional  European  agents"  for  Zenana  work.  Let  the  women  of 
Scotland  bear  the  call  I    Assured! j  the  need  is  great 

Lake  Ntassa  Mission. 

The  most  remarkable  event  in  connection  with  oar  Missions  daring  the 
past  year  is  the  sending  forth  of  the  Mission  to  Central  Africa.  Most 
signal  has  been  the  blessing  that,  from  first  to  last,  has  rested  on  this 
work ;  may  oar  hearts  be  filled  with  thankfulness  and  our  mouths  with 
praise  I  The  expedition  sailed  on  21st  May  last  year,  and  arriyed  in 
perfect  safety  at  Lake  Nyassa  on  12  th  October  last.  The  manner  in  which 
the  heart  of  all  Scotland  was  moved;  the  friendly  co-operation  of 
various  Churches  in  the  enterprise;  the  liberality  with  which  the 
requisite  funds  were  given ;  the  admirable  qualifications  of  Mr.  Tonng 
for  the  post  of  leader ;  the  uninterrupted  prosperity  of  the  voyage,  a 
voyage  in  some  places  full  of  di£Sculty  and  peril;  the  perfect  peace 
reigning  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Lake  Nyassa ;  the  more  than  warm — 
the  enthusiastic — welcome  given  by  the  native  chiefs  and  their  followers 
to  their  "fathers,  the  English;" — these  things,  as  we  thus  rapidly  recall 
them,  may  well  fill  our  hearts  with  astonishment  as  well  as  latitude. 
It  is  further  a  cause  of  much  thanksgiving  that  Dr.  William  Black  and 
three  additional  labourers  have  proceeded  to  Lake  Nyassa,  having  sailed 
on  the  20th  May.  Dr.  Stewart  has  been  requested  to  meet  these  brethren 
at  Algoa  Bay  and  to  accompany  them  to  their  destination.  In  order  to 
enable  Dr.  Stewart  to  perform  this  service,  Mr.  Doig  Young  has  been 
appointed  to  the  mission  at  Lovedale.  Owing  to  the  great  importance 
of  this  new  mission,  a  separate  statement,  giving  full  details,  has  been 
published  in  regard  to  it,  which  has  been  added,  for  the  sake  of  reference^ 
at  the  end  of  this  Report. 

The  Aborioines  of  India. — The  Samtam. 

The  attention  both  of  Indian  administrators  and  of  missionaries  has  of 
late  years  been  much  drawn  to  the  down-trodden  and  long-neglected 
aborigines  of  India.  The  work  among  them,  especially  the  Eols,  ftintalfl, 
Ehasias,  and  Oaros,  has  been  greatly  blessed,— the  visible  results  being 
far  larger  than  among  either  Hindus  or  Mohammadans.  We  have 
recently  had  a  striking  testimony  in  regard  to  the  Santals  from  Sir 
William  Muir,  whose  ample  experience  and  calm  judgment  give  his 
testimony  much  weight.  Speaking  of  the  older  missions  conducted  at 
Taljhari  by  the  Church  Missionary  Society,  and  at  Ebenezer  by  Messrs 
Bdrresen  and  Skrefsrud,  Sir  William  says,  "  In  Upper  India  I  have  met 
with  nothing  that  holds  out  in  a  degree  approaching  to  this  the  hope  of  a 
rich  and  noble  harvest."  He  accordingly  offers  Rs.lOOO  for  every  new 
station  which  the  Church  Missionary  Society  may  open. 

Three  Missions  work  among  the  Santals  of  Bengal — ^those  above 
mentioned  and  our  own,  which  is  at  a  considerable  distance  from  the  other 
two.  Ours  is  the  youngest  of  the  three.  The  measure  of  snccess  attend- 
ing it  has  been  considerable,  considering  the  short  time  it  has  been  in 
existence.  We  are  thankful  to  note  that  it  awakens  deep  interest ;  one 
proof  of  which  is  that  a  lady  has  undertaken- to  collect  for  five  years  a  sum 
sufficient  to  support  the  medical  missionary  whom  we  lately  sent  to 
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Pachamba.  Other  friends  may  perhaps  follow  the  good  example.  We 
are  anxious  to  occupy  several  new  stations ;  the  places  indeed  are 
already  chosen.  Let  us  do  our  allotted  part  in  this  most  hopeful  work. 
'*  What  a  blessed  result,"  says  Sir  William  Muir,  ''  if  the  whole  tribe  were 
brought  over  I  and  what  a  blessing  it  might  prove,  as  an  evangelising 
element^  to  the  empire  at  large  I " 

Anglo-Indian  Christian  Union. 

We  must  refer — ^though,  as  usual,  in  the  briefest  way  posBible — to  this 
valuable  Society.  Its  '^ Winter  Mission  to  India"  is  intended  to  influ- 
ence not  only  our  countrymen  but  also  those  natives  of  India — now  a 
numerous  body — who  are  acquainted  with  English.  The  Rev.  A.  N.  Somer- 
ville  of  Glasgow  addressed  many  gatherings  of  Indian  youth,  and  made 
a  very  deep  impression  whenever  he  did  so.  We  look  forward  with  much 
joy  to  next  winter,  when  it  is  hoped  that  four  ministers  of  high  character 
and  standing  may  be  sent  forth  to  India. 

The  Bev.  Donaldson  Rose  of  Brechin  has  also  proceeded  to  Mussoorie, 
where  a  Union  church  has  been  formed  similar  to  that  at  Simla,  and 
almost  as  important  Mr.  Bose's  engagement  is  for  seven  months.  His 
lengthened  experience  and  weight  of  character  encourage  the  most  pleas- 
ing hopes  regarding  the  good  he  may  eflect. 

For  more  permanent  work  in  that  country  Mr.  John  Nelson  has  been 
appointed.  Mr.  Nelson  first  applied  to  the  Foreign  Missions  Committee 
for  employment  among  the  heathen  |  but  as  he  afterwards  expressed  a 
desire  to  labour  among'onr 'country men  in  India,  the  Committee  consented 
that  his  services  should  be  transferred  to  the  A.  I.  Christian  Union. 
Mr.  Nelson's  zeal  and  energy  encourage  us  to  form  cheering  hopes  of  his 
usefulness. 

Mr.  Fordyce  has  continued  his  unwearied  labours,  being  at  Simla  for 
one  half  the  year,  and  during  the  other  half  employed  in  the  plains.  He 
bas  in  truth  a  very  wide  sphere  of  labour,  the  duties  of  which  he  dis- 
charges in  a  spirit  at  once  zealous  and  most  kindly. 

Conference  on  Missions. 

It  was  mentioned  in  last  year's  Beport  that  there  had  been  several 
meetings  of  a  Conference  on  Foreign  Missions,  at  which  representatives 
of  the  various  Presbyterian  Churches  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  were 
present.  A  vast  mass  of  information  has  been  collected  regarding  the 
financial  and  other  arrangements  of  the  various  Missions  of  the  United 
Kingdom,  and  the  chief  Societies  in  America.  In  particular,  the 
experience  of  the  Presbyterian  Churches  in  Missionary  economics  has 
been  carefully  considered.  One  result  of  these  meetings  will  certainly  be 
a  large  degree  of  harmony  in  the  arrangements  of  the  various  bodies — 
a  point  of  considerable  importance.  But  more  than  this;  we  trust  steadily 
to  advance  towards  a  thorough  mutual  understanding  among  the  Pres- 
byterian Churches  in  regard  to  foreign  work, — a  friendly  partitioning  of 
the  great  field  of  labour, — and  a  brotherly  co-operation  which  shall  secure 
that  there  be  no  waste  of  agency,  no  mere  rivalry  of  churches  at  foreign 
stations.  We  venture  to  hope  also  as  the  result  of  the  Conference, — 
which  will  still  occasionally  meet, — for  a  quickening  of  Missionary  zeal, 
a  provoking  to  love  and  good  works,  and  a  great  extension  of  labour 
among  the  Heathen,  the  Jews,  the  Colonies^  and  on  the  Continent. 
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Finances. 

The  Committee  have  the  satisfaction  of  reporting  that  the  fiindB  are  oo 
the  whole  in  a  satisfactory  condition.  The  income  from  all  sooicefi  is,  do 
doabt,  considerably  below  that  of  the  previous  year,  bnt  this  is  owing  to 
the  exceptionally  very  high  revenue  derived  from  legacies  and  donatioDS 
during  1874-75.  The  gratifying  fact  is  that  the  congregational  returns, 
upon  which  they  must  idways  mainly  rely,  exceed  those  of  the  preceding 
year  by  £827,  198.  5d.  The  Committee  are  also  glad  to  learn  that  in 
some  of  the  more  important  congregations,  in  Qlasgow  especially,  an 
earnest  effort  is  being  made  to  secure,  through  means  of  the  MissionaiT 
Association,  a  more  adequate  contribution  to  this  great  enterprise  of  our 
Church.  Their  example,  it  is  hoped,  will  be  followed  by  the  congregatioDS 
generally. 

During  the  past  year  the  Associational  plan  of  collecting  for  the  Ifissions 
has  been  adopted  by  the  following  congregations  i-^-Olasgow  West, 
Edinburgh  Newington,  Eilleaman,  Colinton  and  Currie,  Invenxrie,  Nigg* 
Fortrose,  Liberton,  Hawick  St.  Andrews,  Cathcart,  Aberdeen  FerryhiU, 
Broom  Enoll  (Airdrie),  Dumbarton  North.  The  total  number  of  Associa- 
tions now  in  operation  is  636,  leaving  297  congregations,  exclusive  of 
stations,  which  continue  to  make  an  annual  collection  at  the  cbarch  door. 

The  following  is  a  brief  statement  of  the  yearns  income  :* — 

Ordinary  Home  Revenae  of  the  Scheme — 

Aflsociations, £11,966    1    9 

Charch-door  GoUections, 1,013  16  11 

Amount  of  Congregational  ContrihutionB,     ....        £12,979  18    8 
Bonationa,  Legacies,  Juvenile  Offerings,  etc.,         .        .        .  9,070    2   4 

Total  Home  Revenue  of  General  Scheme,  •      £22,050    1    0 

In  addition,  the  Ladies'  Society  for  Female  Education 

Contributions  to  Livingstonia  Mission,  .        . 

Children's  New  Year  Offering  for  Santal  Mission, 

Special  Contributions  sent  direct  to  stations,         • 

Ck^ntributed  abroad,  viz. : — 

By  European  friends  in  Lidia  and  Africa, 
„    Native  Churches  in  Do. 

Besides  these  sums  there  have  been  received — 

Oovemment  Grants-in-aid, 6,766    1  H 

School  Fees, 6^513  11    1 

Making,  from  all  sources,  a  grand  total  of  •        •       £52,162  10  10 

Ghildbbm's  New  Ybab  Offbbino. 

The  interest  manifested  in  these  offerings  by  the  young  people  of  tb« 
Church  has  been  steadily  increasing  from  year  to  year.  The  objects 
selected  on  the  last  occasion  were,  the  purchase  of  two  waggoos  and  two 
sets  of  oxen  for  itinerating  purposes  in  connection  with  the  Lovedale  and 
Bumshill  Missions,  and  the  rebuilding  of  the  church  at  Macfarlan  Statiop, 
which  had  been  seriously  damaged  by  a  severe  gale  and  heavy  flood  in 
1874.  For  these  the  sum  of  £1000  was  asked ;  and  the  Committee  have 
the  satisfaction  of  reporting  that  £991  have  been  contributed  at  this  date. 
*  For  detailed  statonent,  see  Appendix  No.  11.  p.  44 
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We  now  proceed  to  give  extracts  from  the  reports  of  the  various 
stations.  Thej  are  necessarilj  very  brief ;  but  tUej  will  awaken  much 
thankfolness  for  the  present,  and  no  small  hope  a^  to  the  fatore. 


n.— FOREIGN  OPERATIONS. 

NORTH-EASTERN  INDIA. 
BENGAL  MISSION.* 

(Established  in  1830). 

Principal  and  Branch  StaHona — 18. 

Christian  Agency — 5  Ordained  European  Missionaries ;  3  Native  do. 

3  licensed  Native  Preachers. 
1  European  Medical  Missionary. 
3  European  Male  Teachers ;  2  Female  do. 
1  East  Indian  Male    „  2      „       do. 

20  Native  ,>       »  6      „       do. 

16      „     Catechists,  Evangelists,  Colporteurs,  etc 
62  Christian  Agents  in  alL 
1  Student  for  the  Ministry. 
Native  Church— 150  Members  in  full  Communion. 

222  Ba][ktised  Adherents  (92  Adults,  104  Children). 
290  Admitted  on  profession  since  commencement  of  Mission,  of 
whom  27  duriug  1875. 
InstUuHona  and  SchooU — 

3070  Scholars  on  Roll,  of  whom  500  were  girls,  and  128  were 
Undexgraduates  of  the  University. 
CaiUrUmUd  in  Indict— 

£1394  14  10  Government  grants-in- Aid. 
2050    9    9  School  Fees. 
103  17    0  By  Native  Church. 
1020    8  II  By  Europeans  for  Schools,  Converts,  etc 


£4569  10    6 


The  edacation  given  in  onr  Schools  and  College  maintains  the  same 
high  efficiency,  and  is  conducted  on  the  same  Christian  principles  as  here- 
tofore. 

Considering  the  number  of  Colleges  in  Calcutta, — there  being,  in  addition 
to  the  richly  endowed  Government  Seminary,  four  Christian  Colleges 
affiliated  to  the  University, — the  high  position  which  our  own  Institution 
continues  to  hold,  as  it  has  all  along  done,  reflects  the  highest  credit  on 
Mr.  Fyfe  and  his  coadjutors.    . 

1.  Calcutta. — ^Fbee  Church  Institution. 

"The  cnirent  business  of  this  Institution  has  proceeded  during  the  year  on 
the  system  which  has  formed  the  guiding  principle  of  its  operations  for  more  than 
forty-five  years.  Having  long  ago  attained  to  a  state  of  perfect  organisation, 
with  a  graduated  scale  of  studies  from  the  most  elementary  to  the  highest 
collegiate  course,  the  leading  subjects  taught  to  the  youths  who  successively 
attend  the  different  classes  continue  substantially  the  same  from  year  to  year. 

"The  total  number  enrolled  during  the  year  is  1150.  Of  this  number  128  are 
undexgraduates  of  the  Calcutta  University  in  the  College  departments,  and  1022 
are  pupils  in  the  Preparatory  Classes  and  School  Department.     The  average 

*  See  Appendix  No.  III.  p.  48. 
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number  monthly  on  the  corrected  register  is  812.  The  feea  realised  during  the 
year  amounted  to  13,622  rupees,  being  upwards  of  three  hundred  rupees  mon 
than  during  the  preceding  year." 

Baftibms. 

"The  number  of  Baptisms  connected  with  our  Bengal  Mission  during  the  year 
was  39.  Of  these  25  were  adults,  14  children.  The  old  unwillingness  on  the 
part  of  those  who  are  inwardly  convinced  of  the  truth  of  Christianity  to  ooma 
forth  and  profess  their  faith  by  receiving  Ghristian  baptism  still  oontinaei, 
and  the  Committee  cannot  too  earnestly  deprecate  the  common  practice  of  judg- 
ing the  success  of  their  work  by  the  number  of  baptisms  recorded,  while  they 
long  and  pray  for  such  an  outpouring  of  the  Spirit  of  God  as  shall  maks  it 
impossible  for  those  who  are '  almost  persuaded '  to  halt  any  longer  between  tvo 
opinions." 

Fbeachinq  to  the  Heathen  and  other  Evangelistic  Work. 

**  We  beg  to  call  attention  to  the  efforts  that  are  being  made  to  preach  the 
gospel  to  the  heathen.  While  we  are  firmly  convinced  that  in  our  Mission  Schools 
the  gospel  is  being  prectched  from  day  to  day  to  thousands  of  heathen  youth  is 
the  way  most  likely  to  reach  their  hearts  and  produce  permanent  results,  we  are 
fully  alive  to  the  importance  of  using  all  possible  means  and  agencies  in  order  to 
bring  the  gospel  to  bear  on  the  adult  population.  It  will  be  seen  from  the 
reports  of  all  the  stations  that  this  work  is  systema^cally  carried  on  by  the 
missionaries  and  other  agents. 

**  This  year  Evangelistic  services  have  been  commenced  in  the  Free  Church 
Institution,  and  are  held  every  Sabbath  evening.  The  singing  is  conducted  by 
S.  C.  Mukhopadhyaya,  Esq.,  in  Bengali  hjmms  and  music,  and  an  addrese  ii 
given  in  English  or  Bengali,  together  with  i^eading  the  Scripture  and  prayer. 
The  attendance  promises  to  be  even  larger  than  that  of  last  year." 

Feicale  Education. 

"  This  department  of  Mission  work  continues  to  be  prosecuted  with  enoouragiog 
success.  The  Orphanage  Female  Schools  and  Zenana  Mission  are  doing  a  bleoed 
work  in  introducing  the  light  and  love  of  the  Grospel  of  Christ  into  many  homei 
and  hearts  that  would  be  otherwise  dark  and  desolate.  A  great  door  is  opened 
in  this  direction  for  the  increased  efforts  and  liberality  of  the  friends  of  Missioiit.*' 

Native  Church. 

The  Native  Church  has  been  under  the  faithlhl  superintendence  of 
the  Rev.  Gumdas  Maitra.  Several  interesting  cases  of  baptism  have 
occurred  in  connection  with  it;  particularly  that  of  an  entire  Brah- 
manical  family,  consisting  of  seven  persons. 

2.  Chiksurah. 

The  Rev.  P.  K.  Chaterji  writes  :— 

"  I  am  thankful  to  acknowledge  the  gracious  hand  of  God  in  all  his  dealing 
towards  us  during  the  past  year.  Our  Institution  as  well  as  the  Female  School 
continues  to  prosper.  In  the  former  our  Entrance  Class  has  been  very  large;  it 
became  so  unwieldy  during  spring  and  summer  that  we  were  obliged  to  refuse 
admission  into  it.  We  have  sent  forty  boys  to  the  matriculation  examinaticn  of 
the  University  this  year.  Babu  Kedar  Nath  De  has  been  a  great  help  to  me  in 
the  Missionary  operations  of  this  station.  All  our  teachers,  Christian  or  non* 
Christian,  have  worked  regularly  and  vigorously  throughout  this  suasion. 

**  Another  cheering  event  was  the  baptism  of  a  young  Brahman. 

<*  During  this  year  there  have  been  admitted  upwards  of  200  boys,  on  the  roll 
upwards  of  400,  average  attendance  360  per  day.    The  sum  realiaed  from  the 
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Bchooling  fees  was  Rs.2798  and  the  GoverameDt  Grant  B8.1182.     We  have 
dmwB  from  Scotland  Ra.460  only  (£46). 

*'  Divine  aenrioe  at  tbe  chapel  has  been  regolarly  performed,  and  the  aacra* 
ment  of  the  Lord's  Sapper  duly  administered. 

*'Tbe  Sabbath  daases  hftve  also  been  regolaily  kept  np.  Our  advanced 
pnpils  hare  ponotnally  attended  them. 

"The  state  of  female  education  is  very  mnch  the  same  as  in  former  years, 
although  I  have  reason  to  believe  it  is  nudging  steady  progress.  There  Is  nearly 
the  same  number  of  female  schools  in  this  town  and  its  vicinity,  and  the  circula- 
tion of  Vernacular  books  and  newspapers  among  the  inmates  of  the  Zenana  con- 
tinues. A  Zenana  Mission  has  been  established  here  in  course  of  this  year/  and 
the  agents  are  actively  engaged  in  teaching  some  of  the  Hindu  ladies  of  Cliinsurah 
and  Hugly  as  well  as  the  girls  of  a  neighbouring  Hindu  female  school.  Some 
of  the  Zenana  teachers  attend  the  Ben^di  service  of  our  chapel  on  Sabbaths 
afternoons. 

**  Our  Chinsurah  Female  School  continues  to  prosper ;  there  have  been  on  the 
roll  about  forty  girls,  with  an  average  attendance  of  about  twenty-five  per  day 
At  present  we  have  thirty  girls  on  the  roll,  almost  all  of  whom  belong  to 
Brahman  and  other  higher  castes. 

"Although  there  are  other  female  schools  in  this  town  and  its  vicinity,  ours 
is  the  only  one  in  which  an  enlightened  and  Christian  education  is  given  tlurough 
the  Vernacular.  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  our  girls  are  more  enlightened, 
because  they  get  more  of  moral  instruction  than  those  of  other  schools  ((Govern- 
ment institutions)  in  which  a  mere  secular  education  is  given.  It  is  very  im- 
portant therefore  to  keep  our  female  school  in  efficiency,  that  it  may  maintain  its 
position  among  other  female  schools,  and  be  a  witness  in  the  midst  of  surrounding 
heathenism. 

"Oolpcrtaffe. — ^The  colporteur  has  been  diligent  in  visiting  the  towns  and 
villages  of  this  district,  where  he  was  favourably  received,  and  attentively 
listened  to  when  he  preached.  He  sold  many  copies  of  the  Scriptures,  both 
English  and  Bengali" 

3.  Banbbabia. 

Mr.  P.  K.  Banerji  writes  :— 

"  We  have  had  to  grapple  with  fever.  We  felt  it  difficult  to  keep  up  our 
numbers  in  the  schools.     Nevertheless  the  Lord  has  prospered  us. 

'*  While  I  impart  religions  and  secular  instruction  to  the  indoor  pupils,  I 
directly  preach  the  gospel  also  to  the  out-door  population.  Here  are  two  schools 
for  boys  and  two  tot  girls.  The  total  number  of  pupils  enrolled  during  the 
session  was  218. 

"Our  pnpils  are  glad  to  read  the  Bible,  ready  and  attentive  to  hear  my 
addresses.  There  are  some  who  really  possess  the  spirit  of  inquiry  and  are  open 
to  conviction. 

*'  Female  EducaUon, — Our  schools  at  the  oonunencement  of  the  session  appeared 
to  be  promising ;  but  fever  has  gradually  thinned  the  attendance  and  retarded 
the  progress  of  the  girls  so  much  that  with  difficulty  we  had  to  keep  up  onr 
schools.  None  of  the  teachers  and  the  taught  were  exempted  from  the  grasp  of 
fever. 

"The  desire  for  female  education  is  fast  spreading  here.  This  year  the 
^nghters  of  the  influential  men  of  Bansbaria  got  themselves  admitted  in  our 
BchooL  Nay,  some  guardians  offered  to  pay  the  schooling  fees  in  case  their  girls 
have  the  privilege  to  learn  knitting  and  sewing,  etc. ;  but  for  want  of  funds  we 
^annot  afford  to  keep  a  female  teacher.  The  people  of  Bansbaria  are  less  pre- 
judiced ;  as  a  fact,  one  of  the  guardians  procured  for  his  girl  a  religious  tract  on 
the  Licamation  of  our  Blessed  Saviour,  sokI  reconmiended  it  to  her  perusaL 

^^EwmgtUstic  Operaiiom. — ^This  work  is  particularly  pleasing  to  me,  and  is 

*  By  a  lady  who  was  trained  In  our  Calcutta  Boarding  School.  She  is  now  the  agent 
of  in  EDgUfh  Society,  the  *<  Indian  Female  Normal  School  and  Instruction  Society." 
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carried  on  by  direcUy  preaching  the  goepel  in  the  Yeraacnlar  to  thouiandi 
occasionally,  who  meet  together  on  Hindn  festival  days  at  the  Tribeni  Ghant 
and  on  the  road-side,  but  generally  in  the  chapel  and  in  shops.  My  audiences 
are  sometimes  very  large,  most  of  them  hear  attentively  and  quietly,  but  a  few 
are  disposed  to  argue.  I  meet  two  classes  of  men,  the  old  orthodox  and  the 
enlightened  young  men,  besides  those  who  belong  to  the  lower  orders  of  people^ 
The  old  orthodox  are  biassed  and  conceited,  the  young  are  oompantively 
enlightened  and  candid.  The  lower  class  people  are  known  as  ignorant  and 
bigoted.  The  points  of  discussion  with  them  are  the  following :— <»ste  system, 
filial  regards,  necessity  of  Divine  Revelation,  of  Divine  Mediation,  and  the 
Divinity  of  our  Saviour.  My  oonvictioD  is  that  Hinduism  is  making  its  kst 
struggle,  and  will  at  last  be  overcome  by  Truth.  The  people  are  no  doubt  con- 
vinced that  their  religion  is  a  human  fabrication,  and  Uiat  ours  is  a  Divine  gifl^ 
for  our  grounds  are  all  tenable. 

**  Colpartage. — ^This  station  has  been  visited  by  Colporteurs.  Copies  of  Scrip- 
ture-portions have  been  sold  to  our  pupils.  But  whai  gave  me  great  pleasure 
was  the  sale  of  a  copy  of  the  whole  Bible  in  Bengali  to  a  Brahman  lady  through 
a  Brahman  gentleman,  and  of  another  to  an  old  shopkeeper  in  Tribeni  at  their 
own  request." 

4.    GULNA. 

The  Hev.  Baiknniha  Nath  De  writes : — 

"  I  am  thankful  to  say  that  due  attention  was  paid  to  erery  department  of 
our  work,  educational  and  evitngelistic.  The  work  of  tniti<m  was  carried  on 
efficiently  and  without  interruption  up  to  the  month  of  September,  when  the 
epidemic  fever  broke  out  afresh  and  thinned  our  schools.  Since  the  re-opening 
of  the  schools  many  of  our  pupils  have  returned.  Hie  Anglo-Temacular  School 
to  which  the  people  here  are  indebted  for  their  social  and  moral  advancement  is 
maintaining  its  former  reputation.  The  Government  Inspector  of  Schools, 
Western  Circle,  visited  it  in  the  course  of  the  session,  examined  all  the  clssses, 
and  was  satisfied  with  the  result  of  the  examination.  Two  boys  appeared  at  the 
last  Entrance  Examination ;  one  of  them  passed  in  the  second  grade. 

"  Our  Vernacular  Schools  are  all  kept  in  good  order  and  efficiency.  From  the 
Culna  Vernacular  School  two  boys  were  sent  to  the  Vernacular  Scholarship  Ex- 
amination ;  one  of  them  passed  in  the  third  division.  From  Satgahia  two  boys 
appeared  at  the  last  Primary  Examination ;  one  of  them  passed.  The  Night 
School  for  Adults  is  also  in  an  improved  state,  as  most  of  the  former  pupils  are 
continuing  in  the  school  and  carrying  on  their  studies. 

*^  Evangdistie  OpercUhns. — As  in  former  years,  the  Christian  agents  here  take 
a  part  in  preaching  the  gospel  after  school  hours.  We  generally  get  an  atten- 
tive audience.  Sunday  services  are  regularly  kept  up  for  the  spiritual  benefit  of 
the  resident  Christians.  A  prayer-meeting  is  held  eveiy  Thursday  for  a  bleasiDg 
on  our  preaching.  The  children  of  Christian  parents  are  trained  up  in  the  way 
they  should  go,  in  a  Sabbath-school  connected  with  this  station. 

**  Colportage, — The  colporteur  under  my  superintendence  (an  agent  of  &e 
Bible  Society)  has  sold  a  good  number  of  English  and  Bengali  Bibles,  New 
Testaments,  and  portions  A  Scripture.  He  met  in  every  place  with  a  good 
reception." 

5.  Mabanad. 

The  Bev.  Jagadisbwar  Bbattachaijya  writes : — 

"1.  EducaHoncU  Work. — ^The  papers  that  have  already  been  sent  will  show 
the  numbers,  as  well  as  the  progress  made,  in  each  school  during  the  last  session. 
Hiat  progress,  if  I  mistake  not,  will  be  deemed  satisfactory.  The  results  obtained 
hy  our  boys  in  the  different  Government  Examinations  may  be  regarded  as  more 
satisfactory  than  any  previous  year.  The  following  are  the  results  of  these  ex- 
aminations : — from  MiUianad  Anglo- Vernacular  School,  one  passed  the  Sntnnee 
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EzMnination ;  two  from  the  DamMhin  Anglo-VernaoiiUr  School  pMMd  the 
Blinor  SchoUnhip  £xuiiiii»tion ;  the  Pana  Anglo- Vernacular  School  paeaed  the 
same  examination,  one  of  whom  is  likely  to  obtain  a  ScholarBhip  of  Ra.6  per 
mensem,  tenable  for  two  years;  one  from  the  Shonatigri  Vernacular  School 
passed  the  Vernacular  Scholarship  Examination ;  and  one  from  Khanyan  Verna- 
cular School  passed  the  same  examination.  In  March  last,  when  the  District 
Committee's  examination  was  held  in  HughU  we  sent  some  boys  to  it  from  our 
Circle  Patshalles,  one  of  whom  obtained  a  Government  Scholarship  of  Rs.3, 
tenable  for  two  years.  The  Inspectors  and  Teachers,  Christians  as  well  as  non- 
Christians,  who  have  been  diligent  in  their  work,  deserve  great  credit  for  the 
happy  results  of  the  late  examinations. 

"2.  Precuhmg  to  the  AduU  population. — Due  attention  was  paid  and  proper 
pains  taken  during  the  paat  year  in  prosecuting  the  noblest  of  all  works.  The 
two  evangelists,  Kailas  C.  Banerjea  and  Madhusudan  Sirkar,  devote  all  their 
time  and  eneigy  to  this  blessed  work.  Morning  and  evening  they  go  out  into 
villages  and  preach  the  gospel  to  aa  many  as  they  find  to  hear  tiieir  message. 
During  the  past  year  the  gospel  was  preached  to  hundreds  in  the  melas  (religious 
gatherings)  held  in  the  following  villagea,  viz.,  Mahanad,  Ramnathpore,  Siiltan- 
gacha,  Panduah. 

*'  I  was  permitted  to  minister  to  the  small  congregation  of  Christians  that  meet 
here  from  Sabbath  to  Sabbath.  Two  baptisms  took  place  in  the  course  of  the 
year.  The  narratives  of  these  baptisms  appeared  some  months  ago  in  the 
MiMrionary  BtconV* 

6.  Fachaicba,  Santalisthan. 

Mr.  Campbell  writes: — 

'*  In  the  Boarding  School  for  boys  at  Pachamba  there  has  been  a  considerable 
amount  of  progress.  The  pupils  have  been  diligent  and  attentive.  The  average 
attendance  has  been*  on  the  whole  good.  Average  number  of  names  on  roll,  £k. 
Average  daily  attendance,  34. 

*'The  Boiffding  School  for  girls,  also  at  Pachamba,  has  made  some  little 
advance  in  numbers  during  the  year,  the  number  on  the  roll  beiliig  three  in 
excess  of  what  it  was  at  the  dose  of  1874.  This  school  was  examined  by  the 
Government  Inspector  of  Schools  in  September,  who  expressed  himself  as  being 
much  pleased  with  the  proficiency  attained  by  some  of  the  girls  in  reading, 
writing,  and  spelling.  Present  number  on  roll,  23.  Average  daily  attendance, 
19. 

"  The  village  schools  are  in  much  the  same  position  as  they  were  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  year.  There  are  seven  of  these  schools,  scattered  over  a  wide 
areik  We  have  hitherto  found  it  impossible  to  exercise  efficient  supervision  over 
the  teachers,  owing  to  the  distance  of  their  schools  from  Pachamba.  A  native 
Christian  inspector  has  been  recently  appointed  to  this  work,  and  we  hope  for 
better  days.    Average  number  on  roll,  79.     Average  daily  attendance,  67}. 

'*  In  the  absence  of  Dr.  Templeton  the  medical  department  of  the  Mission  work 
has  not  been  conducted  so  efficiently  as  in  previous  years.  Still  a  great  amount 
of  suffering  has  been  relieved,  and  those  who  came  seeking  relief  from  their  bodily 
ailments  have  been  told  of  the  Great  Physician,  and  of  his  power  to  heal  the 
Boul.     The  daily  averages  have  been-^ 

Patients  receiving  medicine  from  Dispensary,       •  •  14 

Da      treated  in  the  Hospital,  ...  fi| 

"We  are  glad  to  be  able  to  speak  of  further  accessions  to  the  Native  Chureh 
during  the  year,  14  in  all  having  been  admitted  by  baptism.  One  of  these  is  a 
village  chief  possessed  of  some  influence  in  his  own  community,  which  he  has 
apparently  consecrated  to  the  service  of  God.  We  at  one  time  hoi>ed  to  have 
greater  things  to  speak  of,  but  have  been  disappointed.  Four  entire  villages,  at 
tiieir  own  request,  received  special  teaching  with  a  view  to  being  baptised,  but 
8  B 
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during  the  week  preceding  that  on  which  the  rite  was  to  have  been  administered, 
diCBculties  arose  which  had  the  eflfect  of  keeping  all  back,  with  the  exception  of 
the  village  chief  mentioned  above.  These  men  continue  favourable  to  Chris- 
tianity, and  will,-  we  doubt  not,  soon  overcome  the  obstacles  which  at  present 
prevent  them  from  casting  in  their  lot  with  the  people  of  Grod. 

'*  During  the  year  a  large  amount  of  time  and  attention  was  given  to  direct 
evangelisation*  Two  Santal  Christian  teachers  of  approved  character  and  abili- 
ties were  specially  appointed  to  this  work.  With  the  exception  of  a  short  time 
during  the  rains,  we  have  continued  visiting  village  after  village  preaching  the 
unsearchable  riches  of  Christ.  The  people  hear  us  gladly,  and  we  feel  confident 
that  with  God's  blessing  the  seed  being  sown  will  soon  yield  fruit  abundantly. 

**  A  sum  of  money  amounting  to  upwards  of  eight  hundred  pounds  was  col- 
lected as  a  New  Year's  offering  for  1875,  by  the  children  of  the  Ffee  Church  on 
behalf  of  the  Santal  Mission.  The  objects  for  which  this  money  was  given  were, 
a  Hospital  and  Dispensary,  a  tent,  and  travelling  waggon.  The  tents  have  been 
bought,  and  the  erection  of  the  hospital  and  dispensary  will  be  proceeded  with 
as  soon  as  practicable.  Our  best  thanks  are  due  to  our  young  friends  at  home 
who  have  contributed  so  liberally  for  the  Santals." 

Daring  the  year  Mr.  Baikanta  Nath  De  of  Calna,  and  Mr.  Eedar  Nath 
De  of  Chinsurah  have  been  licensed  as  preachers  of  the  gospel  by  the 
Presbytery  of  Calcutta ;  and  Mr.  A.  6.  Daniels,  who  is  carrying  on  a 
good  work  among  the  Tamil  and  Teluga  people  of  Calcutta,  is  under 
trials  for  licence  with  a  view  to  ordination. 


WESTERN  INDIA. 
\.  BOMBAY   MISSION.* 

Established  by  Scottish  Missionary  Society  in  1829 ;  transferred  to 

General  Assembly's  Mission  in  1835. 

Brcmch  StaUont — 3. 

Chrigtkin  Agencjf — 4  European  Missionaries,  and  1  Native  Preacher. 

1  Native  Lay  Professor. 

2  European  Female  Teachers. 

2  Indo-Portuguese  and  Armenian  Male  Teachers. 

2  „  „  Female     „ 

3  Native  Male  Teachers. 

5  Native  Female  Teachers. 
5  Other  Native  Agents. 
25  Christian  Agents  in  alL 
Native  Chnrdi —    82  Members  in  full  communion. 

85  Baptised  Adherents  (15  Adults,  70  Children). 
245  Admitted  on  profession  since  oonmiencement  of  Sfiasion ; 
of  whom  1  added  during  1875. 
Institution  and  Sehoola — 

681  Scholars  on  Boll,  of  whom  250  were  girls,  and  56  were 
Undergraduates  of  the  University. 
Contributed  in  India — 

£147  14    .0  Government  Grants-in-Aid. 
183    0    0  School  Fees,  Scholarships,  and  Prize  Money. 
203    3    6  For  Schools  and  Genend  Work  of  the  Mission. 
23    5    0  By  Native  Church. 


£557     2    6 


•  See  Appendix  No.  IV.  p.  50. 
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A  short  but  judicious  report  has  come  from  Bombay.  After  referring 
fo  the  death  of  Dr.  Wilson  as  having  "  left  the  Mission  fatherless/'  it 
proceeds : — 

"The  well-knowD  eyangelist,  the  Rev.  D.  Taylor  of  California,  left  India 
early  in  1875,  after  a  'campaign  of  four  years.*  His  labours  were  successful 
among  the  Eurasians.  In  Western  India  the  Methodist  organisation  was 
entirely  a  new  thing ;  and  it  has  evidently  met  a  want.  Flourishing  churches 
sow  exist,  the  members  of  which  belong  to  the  community  above  mentioned. 
From  their  social  position  they  have  no  great  influence  on  the  general  public, 
but  their  zeal  in  their  own  sphere  is  most  praiseworthy,  and,  to  some  extent, 
they  are  able  to  produce  an  effect  upon  the  natives.  The  visit  of  our  own 
Mr.  Somerville  was  invigorating  to  Christian  workers  among  all  classes.  Mr. 
Somerville's  stay  in  any  one  place  was  necessarily  short ;  but  everywhere  per- 
manent eflfects  followed  from  his  ministrations.  One  important  result,  chiefly 
due  to  Mr.  Somerville's  visit,  has  been  the  establishment  in  many  places  of 
Young  Men's  ChristiiBm  Associations.  In  Bombay  the  association  thus  originated 
has  already  become  a  useful  and  important  agency.  In  the  membership  of  this 
Association,  native  Christians  of  the  educated  class  sit  side  by  side  with  their 
European  brethren ;  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  evangelistic  work  of  the 
Associatioi^  will  assume  more  and  more  of  a  missionary  character.  The  great 
body  of  educated  natives  continue  still  in  the  same  unsatisfactory  position  which 
they  have  so  long  occupied.  Their  religious  convictions  are  not  strong  enough 
to  make  them  willing  to  sacrifice  all  their  worldly  interests  for  the  sake  of 
the  truth.  The  educational  operations  of  Government  in  turning  out  yearly 
a  number  of  graduates,  who  look  in  vain  to  Government  to  provide  for  them 
lucrative  employment,  tends  to  foster  this  discontented  spirit. 

'*  The  Native  Church. — By  the  death  of  Dr.  Wilson  the  native  church  has 
been  bereaved  of  its  pastor.  The  Rev.  Dhanjibhai  Kauroji  has  been  appointed 
by  the  Presbytery  to  be  Moderator  of  the  Kirk-Session.  And  it  is  hoped  that, 
in  the  course  of  time,  the  members  of  the  congregation  wUl  be  trained  to  the 
habit  of  regular  and  sustained  contribution  to  the  support  of  Gospel  ordinances, 
so  that  they  may  ere  long  be  in  a  position  to  choose  a  native  pastor  for  them- 
selves. 

*'EvangeUsUc  Work. — Preaching  in  the  vernacular  has  been  carried  on  as 
opportunities  were  given,  both  in  the  streets  of  Bombay  and  on  the  hill  stations 
in  the  hot  weather.  There  is  a  prospect  of  extending  the  evangelistic  work  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Bombay  and  in  the  northern  Konkan. 

"  Vernacular  Schools. — Dr.  Wilson's  last  public  appearance  in  connection  with 
Mission  work  was  at  the  opening  of  the  new  buildings  for  the  Ambrolie  Girls' 
School  on  the  18th  of  August.  The  interest  attaching  to  this  building  as 
associated  with  the  memory  of  Mrs.  Isabella  Wilson,  is  enhanced  by  the  coin- 
cidence of  the  opening  of  the  school  with  the  close  of  Dr.  Wilson's  long  and 
useful  life.     The  new  building  is  very  convenient  in  every  respect. 

**  Beni-Israel — It  has  been  thought  desirable  to  give,  if  possible,  a  more 
decidedly  Christian  character  to  the  schools  among  the  Beni-Israel  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Bombay.  The  purpose  of  the  schools  in  separating  the  Israelites 
from  their  idolatrous  neighbours  has  been  so  far  accomplished  ;  and  the  people 
themselves  are  now  disposed  to  preserve  the  distinction.  As  missionaries  we 
may  now  be  of  most  use  to  them  by  seeking  to  lead  them  on  to  something  more 
truly  regenerating  than  Judaism.  Accordingly,  a  Christian  catechist  will  now 
be  stationed  in  Alibagh,  who  wiU  carry  on  evangelistic  work  in  the  place  and  its 
neighbourhood,  and  will  also  superintend  educational  work,  as  far  as  that  is 
found  possible." 
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2.  PUNA  MISSION.^ 

Establislicd  bj  Soottith  lfi«aoiiftry  Sodely  in  1831 ;  tcmosfemd  to  Genenl 

Aaemblj's  Minion  in  1835. 

ChritUam  Agency — 1  Emopean  and  1  KaftiTe  Ifianooftry. 

1  European  Male  Teacher. 

1  East  Indian  Male  Teacher ;  3  Female  do. 

2  Natiye  Male  Teachers,  and  7  Female  do. 

2  Native  Catechist*,  1  Scriptore  Beader,  4  Colporteoxa. 
2  Native  School  Visitora. 
25  Christian  Agents  in  alL 
2  Stndenta  for  the  Ministry. 
NoUxve  Church —  83  Members  in  fall  commnnion. 

202  Admitted  on  profession  since  commencement  of  the 
of  whom  10  in  1875. 
InMuiion  and  Sehoolt — 

998  Scholars  on  Boll,  of  whom  283  are  girls. 
CantrUnOed  m  Tndia— 

£146    0    0    Government  6ranta-in- Aid. 
121     1     6     School  Fees. 

215    6    41  For  General  Work  of  the  ICssion  and  Schools. 
17  17  Hi  By  Native  Church. 


£500    5  10 


Mr.  Beaumont,  who  is  in  charge  of  tbe  edacational  work  of  tbe  MisrioD, 
reports  as  follows  :— 

Our  work  in  Pona  is  veiy  varied,  and  touches  native  and  European  Hfe  on  all 
sides. 

Our  greatest  difficulty  is  inertia  and  gross  materialism.  We  meet  errors  which 
are  entrenched  in  the  feelings  of  the  people.  The  greater  the  monstrosity  of  the 
belief,  the  greater  is  its  influence.  All  classes  of  tiie  people  are  alike  in  alliance 
against  the  worker  who  threatens  them  with  the  penalties  of  a  knowledge  of  the 
true  God,  and  Jesus  Christ  whom  fle  hath  sent.  The  nature  of  the  work  must  be 
constantly  kept  in  mind.  It  is  well  also  to  keep  in  mind  that  we  are  much  dis- 
posed to  measure  the  work  done  by  instruments  most  unsuitable  for  the  purpose, 
and  most  inaccurate.  We  use  market  weights  to  measure  spiritual  realities.  Be- 
ports  and  statistics  at  gauges  of  success  are  quite  illusory :  our  work  is  for  the 
most  part  hidden. 

Educational  Work. 

The  Institution  in  the  City,  as  all  our  other  schools,  continues  to  prosper.  Our 
Orphanage  girls,  nine  of  whom  are  engaged  in  teaching  work  in  various  schools  of 
the  City  and  Camp,  have  given  me  much  satisfaction  during  the  year.  To  the 
Orphan  girls  I  devote  a  fair  proportion  of  my  time  and  efforts. 

One  of  tbe  marked  traits  of  all  who  have  emerged  out  of  heathenism  is  an  un- 
willingness  to  submit  to  discipline.  Out  of  this  unwillingness  to  submit  to  discip- 
line, and  consequent  want  of  discipline,  arises  much  of  the  dishonour  done  to  Christy 
and  the  bad  report  of  the  first  and  second  generations  of  our  native  Christians. 

Our  Institution  work  is  so  unvaried  in  its  mode  from  year  to  year  that  Utile  need 
be  said  about  it.  Our  Scripture  teaching  has  been  regularly  maintained ;  as  also 
our  weekly  lectures  to  the  more  advanced  students.  A  great  and  in  some  cases  a 
lasting  impretoion  was  made  on  many  minds  by  the  labours  and  services  of  Mr. 
Somerville  of  Glasgow. 

Eyakgelistic  Work. 
Our  English  Services  have  been  well  attended  during  the  year,  and  all  have 
been  marked  by  great  earnestness  in  Divine  things.     Some  have  sought  the  Ix>rd, 

*  See  Appendix  No.  V.  p.  51. 
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and  found  Him  for  the  first  time ;  otherB  have  been  stirred  up.  A  goodly  num- 
lier  of  educated  native  yonng  men  attend  onr  Sunday  aervicea.  And  to  some  of 
these  the  services  have  been  greatly  blessed. 

Our  Union  Prayer  Meeting  has  been  a  large  one  during  the  year.  To  many  of 
the  goodly  band  of  Christian  laymen  in  Puna  these  meetings  have  been  greatly 
indebted. 

Colporteur  work,  etc.,  have  been  maintained  during  the  year  with  great  efficiency. 

Nautb  Church. 

The  Bey.  Dhanjibhai  Nauroji,  who  has  acted  as  pastor  of  the  Native 
Church,  writes  as  follows : — 

''During  the  past  year  the  Simday  and  week-day  services  were  regular^r 
kept  up,  with  the  exception  of  three  months,  when  I  was  in  Bombay.  In  uiy 
absence  the  church  met  only  on  Sundays,  and  Mr.  JUghoba,  one  of  our  elders, 
officiated. 

'*  The  attendance  on  Sabbath-days  was  of  an  encouraging  nature.  Most  of  the 
members  present  at  the  station  made  it  a  point  to  go  to  the  house  of  the  Lord  on 
His  own  day.  The  Wednesday  and  Saturday  meetings,  however,  were  not  well 
attended. 

'*  The  Sabbath-school  proved  a  failure. 

**  Two  subjects  essential  to  the  well-being  and  growth  of  Christians,  viz.,  that 
of  self-supitort,  and  of  becoming  an  aggressive  body,  were  constantly  kept  before 
the  congregation.    I  cannot  say  that  these  endeavours  have  met  with  any  great 


Mr.  Dhanjibhai  next  makes  some  practical  suggestions  in  regard  to  the 
rendering  native  churches  self-supporting^  which  will  be  carefully  considered 
by  the  Com^aittee.     He  then  proceeds : — 

*'  As  regards  the  second  subject,  that  of  becoming  an  aggressive  body,  I  am 
glad  to  be  able  to  say  tl^^t  some  little  energy  is  shown  by  our  people.  I  know 
that  several  of  them  go  out  to  preach  the  gospel  whenever  they  find  time,  and 
some  good  in  this  way  has  been  done.  Not  only  this,  but  the  whole  congrega- 
tion partially  supported  two  men  who  were  placed  in  the  Tullegaum,  an  impor- 
tant place  twenty  miles  from  Puna,  to  act  as  evangelists  in  that  town  and  the 
district  in  which  it  is  situated.  After  six  months*  labour  they  were  obliged  to 
leave  the  place,  on  account  of  not  getting  any  house  to  reside  in.  The  Brahmans 
there  combined  against  them,  and  prevailed.  I  must  not  forget  to  mention  that 
these  two  men  were,  and  are  stiU,  colporteurs  of  the  MiBsion,  and  were  kindly 
placed  at  our  disposid  by  Mr.  Beaumont,  with  a  view  to  encourage  the  church  in 
its  infantile  nu>vement. 

"  One  of  the  most  important  events  of  the  last  year  in  connection  with  our 
native  church  was  the  baptism  of  one  of  the  Beni-Israel,  Mr.  Banduji,  who  is 
upwards  of  fifty  years  of  age.  When  a  lad  he  was  a  protegd  of  Major  Gibeme, 
who  sent  him  to  our  institution  in  Bombay  to  learn  English  in  1835.  He  re- 
mained in  it  for  some  time,  and  had  learnt  much  of  the  Bible,  but  it  was  many 
years  afterwards  before  he  was  impressed  with  its  saving  truths.  A  tract  by  a 
Jewish  convert,  Mr.  B.  Cohen,  who  was  formerly  connected  with  our  Bombay 
mission,  was  the  first  to  arrest  his  attention.  He  then  heard  the  late  Mr.  James 
MitcheU  preaching  in  the  Puna  Bazaar,  which  interested  him  so  much  that  he 
began  to  attend  the  Marathi  service  of  the  church,  when  it  was  under  Mr.  Baba 
Padmanji's  pastorate ;  and  the  very  first  sermon  he  heard  from  this  brother  led 
him  to  resolve  on  becoming  a  disciple  of  Jesus.  But  for  seven  or  eight  years  be 
remained  without  making  a  profession  of  his  faith,  through  fear  of  family  and 
friends.  At  last  he  resolved  through  grace  to  cast  in  his  lot  with  Christians,  and 
at  the  end  of  July  last  was  received  into  the  church  by  baptism.  He  has  suffered 
much  for  this,  especially  from  his  wife  ;  but  hitherto  he  has  remained  steadfast 
in  the  faith  of  Christ,  and  his  walk  and  conversation  fill  us  with  much  joy.  He 
lives  in  his  own  house  with  his  family,  and  is  a  most  regular  attendant  at  the 
church  on  Sundays.     He  is  in  no  way  dependent  on  us  in  a  pecuniary  way." 
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3.  INDAPDR  AND  JALNA .♦ 

(Indapur  Mission  established  in  1861 ;  Jalna  Mission  in  1864.) 
(hU-StcUions  of  Indapur  AfUsion — 2. 
OvUrStatioM  of  Jalna  Mission — 6. 

Christian  Agency — 2  Ordained  Native  Missionaries ;  1  Licensed  Preacher. 

6  Native  Male  Teachers. 
15  Native  Gatechists,  1  Colporteur,  and  12  Bible- women. 
37  Christian  Agents  in  alL 
8  Students  for  the  Ministry. 
Native  Churehea — 246  Members  in  full  Communion. 

309  Baptised  Adherents  (194  Adults,  115  Children). 
297  Admitted  on  profession  sinoe  commencement  of  Mission  ; 
of  whom  54  were  added  in  1875. 
8chaoU — 369  Scholars  on  Roll     There  are  also  nearly  700  scholars  of  the 

C.  V.  E.  S.  under  superintendence  of  Mission. 
Ooniribuied  in  India  — 

iS227  12    0  Government  Grants-in-^id. 
12    5     1  School  Fees. 
279    5     0  For  General  work  of  the  Mission,  Schools,  etc. 
300    0    0  For  Church  and  School  Buildings. 
37    4    0  By  Native  Church. 


£856    6     1 


The  Bev.  Narayan  Sheshadri  writes : — 

"  The  yearly  observance  of  '  the  week  of  universal  prayer '  has  almost  become 
a  recognised  ordinance  of  our  common  Christianity,  and  you  will  rejoice  to  hear 
that  even  in  these  parts  our  poor  people  hail  its  advent  with  peculiar  joy.  The 
last  time  they  observed  it,  it  was  done  at  all  our  stations,  both  principal  and 
branch  ones,  with  much  fervour  and  enthusiasm." 

General  State  of  the  Missioir. 

"  With  Indapur  and  Jalna  we  have  at  present  seven  other  branch  stations,  one 
on  the  south-east  line  of  the  Great  Indian  Peninsular  Railway,  viz.,  Dekral,  and 
six  on  the  north-east  line  of  the  same  Company,  viz.,  Jalgaum,  Bhosawal,  fLham- 
gaum,  Sheguum,  Akola,  and  UmrawatL 

"  With  respect  to  one  and  all  of  these  stations,  our  earnest  endeavour  aU  along 
has  been  to  have  as  fully  equipped  an  agency  of  evangelisation  as  possible. 
Our  efforts,  with  respect  to  Indapur  and  Jalna,  have  not  altogether  been  fruit- 
less ;  but  there  is  much  room  for  improvement  with  respect  to  the  branch  stations 
along  the  railway  lines.*' 

Native  Ghubch]£& 

'*  There  are  upwards  of  a  dozen  of  native  congregations  in  connection  with  our 
rural  mission,  whose  membership  varies  from  six  to  one  hundred  and  fifty.  It 
has  been  our  earnest  endeavour  for  years  past  to  raise  up  a  band  of  young  mea 
who  eventually  may  become  pastors  and  teachers  of  these  congregations.  It  is 
true  that  they  will  not  be  able  to  go  through  the  same  theological  course  of  in- 
struction as  most  of  our  ordained  ministers  in  the  Presidency  towns  have  gone 
through.  But  for  village  congregations  such  highly  qualified  ministers  are 
not  needed.  We  hope  to  raise  up  a  humble  class  of  men,  well  grounded  in  the 
theology  of  the  Bible  and  such  subjects  as  will  absolutely  be  ne^ed. 

"  At  Jalna  and  the  branch  stations  there  have  been  fifty-ttoo  fresh  accessions  to 
the  Church  of  God,  the  largest  number  known  ever  since  the  commencement  of 
our  rural  missions.  Of  these,  twelve  were  children,  and  the  remainder  forty 
adults.  Of  the  forty  adults,  three  belonged  to  what  are  called  the  higher  classes, 
and  the  rest  belonged  to  the  aboriginal  race  of  Manga.     Of  the  three  higher 

*  See  Appendix  No.  YI.  p.  52, 
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classes,  one  was  a  Brahman,  who  might  be  regarded  as  the  first-fruit  of  our  oldest 
mission  station,  Indapnr,  nnto  Christ.  Now  he  is  diligently  prosecutiDg  his 
studies  with  a  view  to  become  an  ordained  minister  of  the  gospel  amongst  his 
countrymen.  He  has  formed  this  choice  of  his  own  free-will  and  accord.  He  is 
a  very  intelligent  young  man,  a  good  Marathi  scholar,  and  has  made  very  good 
progress  in  English. 

*'  The  second  high-caste  young  man  has  been  a  religions  mendicant  from  his 
earliest  days.  He  has  visited  all  the  celebrated  religious  shrines  from  the 
Himalaya  to  Cape  Comorin,  fell  in  with  the  Romanists  at  Cochin,  who  taught  him 
to  repeat  a  few  prayers,  the  creed  and  confession,  in  Malyalam,  not  a  word  of 
which  he  understood.  At  last  he  found  his  way  to  our  mission  at  Jalna,  where 
he  was  systematically  instructed  out  of  the  pure  Word  of  God.  The  consequence 
was  that  he  found  peace  and  rest  to  his  sin-stricken  weary  sool,  in  believing  and 
resting  on  the  finished  work  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

"The  third  promising  young  man  was  a  teacher  of  an  indigenous  school  in 
connection  with  the  Christian  Vernacular  Education  Society  under  our  superin- 
tendence. While  instructing  the  admirable  publications  of  the  Society  to  his 
pupils,  he  found  that  his  own  soul  was  driven  towards  it  Being  blessed  with 
ingenuousness  of  disposition,  be  could  no  longer  resist  the  claims  of  Christianity, 
and  though  an  only  child  of  his  parents,  he  received  grace  to  make  an  open  pro- 
fession of  his  faith  in  Christ  as  his  all  and  alL  This  is  the  first-fruit  unto  Christ 
from  the  indigenous  schools  belonging  to  the  Christian  Vernacular  Education 
Society  under  our  superintendence. 

'*  The  remaining  thirty-seven  persons  who  professed  Christianity  during  the 
period  under  review  belonged  to  an  aboriginal  race  caUed  the  Mangs.  Most  of 
these  had  given  up  idolatry  for  years,  and  aH  the  horrid  superstilaons  connected 
with  it.  They  are  related  to  our  Christian  people.  They  have  for  a  long  time 
been  under  Christian  instruction.  They  were  in  the  habit  of  visiting  their  Chris- 
tian relatives  at  our  Mission  Stations,  whose  intercourse  and  example  seemed  to 
have  influenced  them  not  a  little,  when  they  «ast  in  their  lot  with  the  people  of 
God. 

"  At  no  former  period  have  so  many  yenng  persons  of  both  sexes,  baptised  in 
their  infancy,  expressed  their  willingness  to  take  the  vows  of  the  Lord  upon  them- 
selves as  in  the  year  1875. 

"  No  fewer  than  nineteen  couples  were  united  in  holy  -matrimony,  and  the 
most  gratifying  circumstance  connected  with  tftiem  is  that  they  were  not  what  are 
termed  baby-marriages,  but  unions  formed  after  intelli^nt  dioice. 

"  For  the  last  ^vb  or  six  years  it  has  been  our  earnest  endeavour  to  get  our 
poor  people  to  contribute  according  to  their  ability  for  the  support  of  the  gospel 
amongst  their  own  countrymen,  and  we  are  thankful  to  say  that  hitherto  we  have 
had  a  good  deal  of  encouragement  in  lAiis  work.  The  great  bulk  of  our  congre- 
gations consist  of  the  poorest  of  the  poor,  most  of  them  hardly  earn  more  than 
six  shillings  per  head  per  month.  But  out  of  their  deep  poverty  almost  every 
man  or  woman  or  child  comes  to  the  Lord's  house  eveiy  Sabbatii  with  his  or  her 
contribution  either  in  coin  or  grain. 

**  During  the  year  under  consideration  we  thought  we  could  devise  a  more 
systematic  plan  of  giving  for  the  support  of  gospel  ordinances.  In  our  recent 
travels  throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  Scotland,  and  in  visiting  some  of 
the  larger  congregations  of  the  Free  Church,  we  became  acquainted  with  an  in- 
stitution called  the  Home  Mission,  and  were  not  a  little  amused  with  the  epithet 
'  missionary '  being  applied  to  the  Divinity  students  in  connection  with  the  Asso- 
ciation, who  were  employed  as  such  during  their  vacation  months.  Well,  wo 
thought  we  might  have  Home  Societies  in  our  fatherland  too.  We  accordingly 
proposed  the  plan  to  our  congregations,  into  which  they  heartily  entered,  and  the 
consequence  was  that  in  July  last  the  first  Home  Society  was  formed  between 
the  congregations  at  Jalna  and  Bethel. 

'*As  a  practical  measure,  the  Society  has  been  supporting  two  evangelists, 
whose  special  business  is  to  go  amongst  their  former  co-religionist  friends  and 
relations  and  acquaintances,  and  try  to  win  them  oyer  to  the  Lord  Jesus. 
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"  There  ia  a  large  namber  of  young  men  in  our  congregations,  and  we  thouglit 
we  might  form  them  into  a  *  Young  Men's  Christian  Association,'  and,  as  a  prac* 
tical  measure,  they  too  have  employed  one  of  their  ow;^  number  as  an  evangwliat 
amongst  the  young,  both  Christian  and  non-Christian.  Thus  the  two  A8aoci»- 
tions  have  been  supporting  three  evangelists,  and  we  yerily  think  that  this  ia 
most  creditable  to  them. 

**  The  good  report  of  these  doings  travelled  to  our  oldest  rural  station,  Indjtpnr, 
and  though  the  Christian  community  there  is  very  small,  yet  most  of  the  heada 
of  families  set  apart  their  whole  salary  for  a  month.  Amongst  them  there  are 
some  who  are  not  employed  as  mission-agents,  and  thus  have  constituted  them- 
selves into  a  missionary  church.     They  too  have  employed  two  evangelists. 

'<  Thus  there  is  no  backwardness  whatever  to  contribute  out  of  their  means  for 
the  support  of  the  gospeL  Would  that  they  were  in  such  prosperous  drcumstanoea 
as  would  enable  them  to  give  as  much  as  they  would  like  I 

"  The  Sunday  and  week-day  services  continue  to  be  observed  very  regularly, 
and  we  trust  with  increasing  pleasure  and  profit. 

'*  We  have  a  morning  service  at  Jalna,  which  is  conducted  by  young  men,  who 
are  studying  with  a  view  to  become  preachers  of  the  gospel  amongst  their  coun- 
trymen. 

"  From  1  F.M.  to  2  we  have  Bible-readings  with  grown-up  men  and  women,  at 
which  we  encourage  our  poor  people  to  give  out  their  views  on  those  subjects 
that  are  intimately  connected  with  spiritual  life  and  godliness,  and  it  is  gratifying 
to  observe  that  not  a  few  of  men  and  women  have  by  this  time  begun  to  ezpreas 
thoughta  in  accordance  with  the  Word  of  God,  and  not  only  this,  but  seem  to  feel 
the  power  of  what  they  say.  At  2  p.m.  we  have  our  principal  service  in  Marathi, 
at  which  nearly  a  hundred  persons  are  often  seen. 

'*  We  still  encourage  our  grown-up  people,  and  especially  those  who  axe  not 
able  to  read  the  Word  of  God  in  any  language,  to  repeat  as  many  verses  out  of  the 
Word  of  God  as  they  can,  and,  as  a  rule,  they  all  Uke  this  ezerciBe  very  much. 
The  person  in  charge  of  this  often  takes  opportunities  of  directing  their  attention 
to  such  parts  as  bring  out  distinctive  features  of  oui'  faith  in  Qirist  Jesus. 

«  The  Wednesday  and  Friday  evening  meetings  are  expressly  intended  to  build 
up  our  people  in  their  most  holy  faith. 

«  The  monthly  concerts  for  prayer  for  missions  all  over  the  world  continue  to  be 
occasions  of  much,  good  social  Christian  intercourse  amongst  our  workers.  On 
this  occasion  our  evangelists  from  their  out-stations  come  in  with  their  monthly 
reports,  which  they  deliver  both  verbally  and  in  writing. 

"On  such  .occasions  we  generally  dispense  the  Lord's  Supper.  We  enconrage 
our  evangelists  to  state  any  encouragement  or  discouragements  they  meet  with 
at  their  minion  stations  and  on  missionary  tours.  You  can  imagine  what  influ- 
ence such  a  meeting  as  this  would  have  on  our  congregations,  not  only  at  the 
monthly  prayer-meeting,  but  on  that  on  which  they  enter.  We  trust  the  influ- 
ence continues  with  them,  and  thus  not  a  few  have  praying  people  at  all  our  sta- 
tions, who  remember  them  in  their  solemn  approaches  before  the  throne  of  grace." 

Schools. 

'*  We  have  very  littie  to  say,  with  regard  to  schools,  that  is  new.  It  is  a  grati* 
fying  circumstance  that  a  taste  for  learning  is  being  created  in  all  parts  of  tits 
country. 

"  The  Bible,  and  books  based  on  Biblical  principles,  continue  to  occupy  the 
prominence  they  have  ever  done.  From  the  sad  effects  that  a  secular  education 
is  producing  all  over  the  country,  one  can  never  be  too  sanguine  in  following  out 
the  Divine  precept :  '  Train  up  a  child  in  the  way  he  should  go.'  " 

Medical  Dispensary. 

^  We  were  obliged  to  dose  our  Minion  Diipensary  in  last  July,  for  want  of  a 
good  Christian  medical  practitioner ;  and  the  need  for  such  aa  institution  as  the 
one  we  had  for  the  last  three  yean  was  never  so  urgent  as  it  ia  at  present. 
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"  In  oouneotton  with  our  Bethel  we  shonld  like  to  see  an  hoepital  and  a  ditpen- 
•ary  boilt,  and  the  whole  placed  under  a  competent  medical  practitioner,  who  will 
alio  be  able  to  impart  instruction  to  a  number  of  young  converts  in  that  most 
tiseful  art  From  Bethel  there  are  more  than  fifty  villages  in  sight,  and  for  these 
there  is  no  medical  aid  whatsoeTer." 

InvEHATiNo  Work. 

**  The  itinerating  agencies,  so  fully  described  in  former  reports,  are  carried  on 
perseveringly,  regularly,  and,  we  hope,  with  a  good  measure  of  success.  We  are 
thankful  to  say  that  there  are  two  distinct  itinerating  agencies,  both  in  connec- 
tion with  Jalna  and  Indapur,  and  by  means  of  these  thousands  upon  thousands 
have  hstened  to  the  message  of  salvation. 

"  We  have  been  permitted  to  see  a  good  deal  of  inquiry  in  some  of  our  neigh- 
bouring Tillages,  both  towards  Jalna  and  Indapur.  This  is  especially  the  case 
^th  those  villages  wherein  we  have  indigenous  schools  in  connection  with  the 
Christian  Vernacular  Education  Society  under  our  superintendence. 

**  What  we  have  eamestiy  longed  to  see  amongst  our  countrymen  is  a  real, 
aerions,  and  inquiring  spirit,  and  there  are  evident  signs  of  this  in  connection 
with  our  various  stations.'* 


CENTBAL  INDIA. 
1.  NAQPUR  MISSION.* 

(Established  in  1845.) 

Branch  StaiioM'-^  3. 

Chritiian  Agency — 2  Ordained  European  Missionaries. 

2  European  Male  Teachers. 

12  Native  Male  Teachers  and  Catedusts ;  7  Female  Teachers. 
23  Christian  Agents  in  aU. 
NaUve  Churches — 142  Members  in  full  communion. 

171  Baptised  Adherents  (35  Adults,  136  Children). 
205  Admitted  on  profession  since  conmiencement  of  Mission ; 
of  whom  6  were  added  in  1875. 
InsiUution  and  Schools-^ 

496  Scholars  on  Boll,  of  whom  110  are  girls. 
Conir&nUed  m  India — 

£682  16    0  Government  Grants-in-Aid  and  Scholarships. 
129  10    7  School  Fees. 

136  16    0  For  Boys*  Schools,  support  of  Orphans,  etc. 
6    5    4  By  Native  Churches. 


£955     7  11 


The  year  under  review  has  been  one  of  qoiet  and  effective  work.  Mr. 
Yonng,  MiaaioDary  teacher,  reaigned  in  July,  bnt  his  place  was  filled,  as 
a  temporary  arrangement,  by  Mr.  H.  Baneiji,  a  native  Christian  firom 
Benares  (who  was  appointed  on  trustworthy  recommendations).  Mr. 
Dalziel,  with  his  wifb,  returned  from  furlough  in  November,  aod  at  the 
same  time  Mr.  Glubb  joined  the  Mission  from  Scotland. 

1.  Institution  and  Schools. 

"  The  educational  work  of  the  Mission  has  not  retrograded,  although  there  is 
a  slight  falling  off  in  the  number  of  pupils  and  the  amount  of  fees.    In  both 

*  See  Appendix  No.  VII.  p.  54. 
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these  respects,  fluctaation  is  to  be  expected,  especially  wlien  rival  and  well- 
equipped  seminaries  are  offering  education  at  a  cheaper  rate.  The  vigour  and 
efficiency  of  our  scholastic  operations  continue  satisfactory  and  successfuL  The 
Circle  Inspector  and  the  Inspector-General  of  Education,  after  their  usual  official 
examination,  wrote  very  favourably  of  the  state  of  the  Institution;  and  the 
results  of  the  High  School  Scholarship  Examination  amply  confirmed  their  judg- 
ment. Eighteen  of  our  pupils  were  then  successful,  and  with  the  exception  of 
three,  all  obtained  a  high  and  creditable  place  among  the  passed  candidates. 
Six  out  of  fourteen  were  successful  at  the  Entrance  Examination  of  the  University 
of  Calcutta,— one  being  in  the  First  or  highest  Division,  four  in  the  Second,  and 
one  in  the  Third. 

"  Our  Branch  Schools  continue  to  give  a  fair  elementary  education. 

"Of  the  outward  and  tangible  results  of  our  educational  labours  during  the 
year,  taking  the  form,  or  reaching  the  degree,  of  true  conversion,  we  cannot 
definitely  speak  ;  but  the  exposition  and  enforcement  of  the  Word  of  God,  day 
by  day,  in  all  our  schools,  have  been  unremittingly  continued." 

2.  Native  Churches. 

"  The  three  congregations  of  Nagpur,  Sitabuldi,  and  Kampti  have  maintained 
their  position  and  gone  on  quietly  with  their  work.  The  additions  to  each  have 
not  been  great,  but  the  members,  on  the  whole,  continue  satisfactory  and  con- 
sistent. They  are  certainly  not  so  liberal  to  the  cause  of  Christ  as  might  be  ex- 
pected. Most  of  them  have  very  limited  incomes,  and  on  this  account  the  duty 
of  giving  pecuniary  offerings  to  the  Lord  has  not  been  very  prominently  or  very 
frequency  urged  upon  them.  To  build  all  up  in  the  faith  and  obedience  of  the 
gospel  is  the  great  end  aimed  at  by  the  missionaries  in  their  ministrations,  and  if 
this  be  realised,  the  development  and  exercise  of  this  and  every  other  Christian 
grace  will  in  due  course  follow.  But  proofs  of  spiritual  life  and  activity  among 
our  native  flocks  are  not  wanting.  Some  are  fairly  exemplary  in  their  beneficence 
to  the  poor  and  destitute,  and  others  in  secular  employment,  as  they  have  leisure, 
take  part  in  evangelistic  efforts,  or  seek  in  some  way  to  be  useful  to  their  ooontry- 
men.  In  addition  to  the  usual  services  on  Sabbath,  weekly  prayer-meetings  in 
each  congregation  have  continued  to  be  conducted  during  the  year,  and  the 
attendance  of  members  and  adherents  has  always  been  encouraging  and  hopefuL 
Two  members  at  Kampti  have  been  suspended  from  Church  privileges.  The 
native  flock  there,  owing  to  distance  from  headquarters,  is  not  so  much  under  the 
superintendence  of  the  missionaries  as  those  of  Sitabuldi  and  Nagpur.** 

3.  Efanqeustig  Operations. 

"  During  the  year  Pahad  Singh,  as  in  previous  years,  has  devoted  his  entire 
time  to  this  work  in  and  around  the  city  of  Nagpnr.  Benjamin  and  James  Oall 
in  Sitabuldi  and  Nagpur,  and  N.  Joseph  among  heathen  servants  at  Ejunpti. 
have  two  or  three  times  each  week,  in  addition  to  their  other  duties,  sought  to 
bring  souls  to  Christ  by  the  preaching  of  the  gospeL  Bamchuna,  for  about  eight 
months,  laboured  among  the  Mahars  and  other  low  castes  of  Nagpur;  and 
Timothy,  accompanied  by  some  fellow-Christians,  on  Sabbaths,  and  as  school 
holidays  permitted,  has  regularly  proclaimed  the  Word  in  the  city  of  Nagpnr. 

"  Tours. — For  four  weeks,  during  December,  a  goodly  company  of  ns  went  on 
tour,  visiting  fifty  villages  and  towns,  and  to  audiences,  large  and  small,  preaching 
the  Word  about  120  times.  At  the  same  time,  Mrs.  Cooper  with  Virama  and 
twelve  of  our  girls  laboured  among  the  women,  and  in  almost  every  place  where  we 
encamped  succeeded  in  gathering  together  large  numbers.  They  sang  Christian 
hyn^ns,  read  from  the  Word  of  God,  or  from  Christian  books,  and  followed  with 
addresses  urging  all  to  forsake  their  idols  and  their  sins,  and  turn  to  the  tVue  and 
living  God  through  Jesus  Christ  whom  He  had  sent.  Mr.  Whitton,  in  addition 
to  maintaining  the  usual  English  services  at  Kitabuldi  and  Kampti,  carried  on 
similar  work  during  that  period,  in  numerous  villages  contiguous  to  the  city  of 
Nagpur.    In  these  laboursi  he,  and  all  of  us,  have  felt  that  while  there  was  not  a 
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little  to  try  the  faith  and  patience,  there  was  much  alao  to  stimulate  ho[ve  and 
strengthen  confidence  in  aggressive  efforts  to  establish  the  kingdom  of  God 
among  the  heathen. 

"  Besides  the  evangelistic  work  just  mentioned  among  the  purely  heathen,  the 
missionaries,  as  in  former  years,  have  maintained  services  in  English  for  Presby- 
terian  soldiers  and  civil  residents  at  Kampti  and  Sitabuldi.  These  have  been 
'well  attended  during  the  year,  and  there  is  good  reason  to  believe  that  the 
blessing  of  the  Lord  has  rested  upon  them." 

4.  "  A  noticeable  circumstance  in  the  state  of  the  Mission  is  the  decline  of  local 
subscriptions,  arising  chiefly,  it  is  believed,  from  the  decrease  of  interest  in  the 
Christian  education  of  the  young  of  this  country  on  the  part  of  civil  and  military 
residents  as  compared  with  former  years ;  and  perhaps,  to  some  extent,  of  the 
recent  establishment  of  a  rival  Mission  under  the  Episcopal  Church,  which  has 
planted  stations  in  our  immediate  neighbourhood  for  Vernacular  preaching  and 
Christian  Schools.** 

2.  MISSION  TO  THE  QONDS.* 

(Established  1866.) 

SkUion — Chindwara  (Seventy  miles  north  of  Kagpur). 
Christian  Agency — 1  European  Missionary  (on  furlough). 

1  Native  Catechist. 
NaUve  Church —    4  Members  in  full  Communion. 

11  Baptised  Adherents  (1  Adult,  10  Children). 
18  Admitted  on  profession  since  commencement  of  Mission. 
Mixed  School —    55  Scholars  on  the  RolL 
ContrHnUed  in  India — 

£12    0    0  Qovemment  Grant-in- Aid. 
1  18     8  School  Fees. 
5     4    0  For  Schools. 
1  10    0  For  Buildings. 


£20  12     8 


During^  the  absence  of  Mr.  Dawson  on  furlough,  the  work  among  the 
Gonds  has  been  under  the  charge  of  Samuel  Hardie,  who  has  reported 
regular  evangelistic  work  in  the  town  of  Cbindwara  and  surrounding  vil- 
lages. The  only  village  School  in  existence  when  Mr.  Dawson  left  was 
closed  after  two  or  three  months,  whether  owing  to  the  difiBculty  uf  secur- 
ing the  attendance  of  children, — the  very  d(*Bire  even  for  education  having 
still  to  be  created, — or  the  want  of  a  suitable  teacher,  the  Committee  have 
not  been  informed. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dawson  contemplate  returning  to  their  field  of  labour 
about  the  latter  end  of  the  year ;  and  the  Committee  are  arranging  to 
strengthen  their  hands  by  sending  out  with  them  an  additional  agent  who 
will  devote  himself  to  the  work  of  itinerating  in  the  villages. 

SOUTHERN  INDIA. 
MADRAS  MISSION. f 

(Established  1837). 

Branch  Staiiona —  7. 

Christian  Agency — 5  European  Missionaries ;  3  Native  do. 

I  European  Male  Teacher,  and  1  Female  do. 

3  East  Indian  Male  Teachers. 

*  See  Appendix  No.  Vlll.  p.  55.  f  See  Appendix  No.  IX.  p.  55. 
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18  Native  Male  Teachers,  and  33  Female  do. 
5      „      CatechiatH,  and  1  Colporteur. 
70  Christian  Agents  in  alL 
Native  Church— \2h  Members  in  full  communion. 

110  Baptised  Adherants  (24  Adults,  86  Children). 
216  Admitted  on  profession  since  commencement  of  Ifisaiaii,  td 
whom  10  in  1875. 
InHUtUion  and  Schools — 3021  Scholars  on  Boll,  of  whom  1023  were  girls,  and 

151  were  Undergraduates  of  the  University. 
ConinbuUd  in  India — 

£2519    9     1  Government  Orants  (including  £492  for  buildings). 
2721     4    4  School  Fees. 

576     1     4  For  Oeneral  Work  of  the  Mission,  Schools,  eta 
32    0    8  By  Native  Church. 


£5848  15     5 


The  progress  of  the  Institation  of  late  years  has  been  not  only  steady, 
but  even  rapid,  especially  in  the  number  of  College  pupils  and  the 
amount  of  fees  collected.  Happily,  the  Madras  Institution  has  no  other 
rival  than  the  Government  College;  but  only  the  most  energetic  and 
persevering  labour  could  have  raised  our  College  to  the  distinguished 
position  it  now  holds  in^Southern  India. 

1.  Free  Church  Institution. 

'*  We  have  nothing  very  striking  to  report  in  noticing  the  history  of  the  Insti- 
tution for  the  year.  It  is  by  the  quiet  inculcation, — by  the  gradual  reception 
and  assimilation  of  truth,  that  its  work  must  be  mainly  done.  We  are  not  with* 
out  evidence  that  such  a  process  is  going  on,  healthily  even  if  very  slowly;  and 
the  steady  progress  of  an  Institution  that  thus  avowedly  aims  at  moral  and 
religious  ends  should  be  gratifying,  we  think,  to  every  one  who  takes  an  intelli- 
gent interest  in  the  true  piosperity  of  India.  This  progress  may  be  shown  in 
many  ways.  We  may  refer  first  to  that  which  is  of  least  importance,— namely 
growth  in  mere  numbers.  In  the  School  Department  there  has  long  been  no 
room  for  growth  of  this  kind.  The  College  Classes,  however,  have  considerably 
increased.  The  year  1875  dosed  with  153  college  studoits  on  the  roll,  instead 
of  112  at  the  end  of  1874. 

"Year  by  year  both  students  and  scholars  display  more  steadiness  and 
perseverance  on  the  whole.  Very  few  now  drop  off  from  the  classes  at  improper 
times  without  some  unavoidable  necessity, — few  at  least  compared  with  what 
was  common  not  long  ago. 

"  In  point  of  regularity  of  attendance,  though  our  position  has  long  been  good, 
there  has  again  been  a  idight  improvement, — all  the  more  gratifying  because  the 
season  was  not  a  healthy  one. 

"  In  the  lowest  or  Matriculation  Examination  of  the  University,  the  results 
have  not  been  what  they  ought.  Only  22  passed,  no  more  than  2  being  in  the 
first  class;  a  marked  falling  off  from  the  38  of  1874,  of  whom  7  were  in  the  first 
class.  In  the  First  Examination  in  Arts,  however,  28  students  passed.  This 
number  \b  again  laiger  than  ever  passed  from  this  Institution  before.  After  the 
publication  of  our  last  Report,  it  was  ascertained  that  last  year,  5  of  our  students 
had  passed  the  examination  for  the  B. A.  degree,  besides  3  teachers  who  had  been, 
and  who  continued  to  some  extent  to  be,  students  of  the  Institution.  In  the 
degree  examination  this  year,  7  have  been  successful 

"The  income  derived  from  fees  has  again  increased,  amounting  to  Rnpeea 
15,571.  In  the  school  department  there  is,  of  course,  little  difference,  but  the 
fees  of  the  college  have  risen  from  Rupees  3,400  in  1874  to  rather  more  than 
Rupees  4,800  in  1875.  The  expense  of  the  college  as  distinct  from  the  school, 
was  a  littie  more  than  Rupees  16,000,  so  that  the  students  have  borne  afanoat 
exaotiy  30  per  cent,  of  the  cost  of  their  education.    There  has  been  steady 
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progrera  In  this  particnlftr.  We  reported,  that  in  1873,  the  college  fees  met  one- 
aizth  of  its  expense.  For  1874  they  had  risen  to  abuTe  one-fifth,  and  now,  in 
1875,  to  30  per  cent.,  or  nearer  a  third  than  a  fourth. 

*<  We  hare  been  dbappointed  in  oar  endeavour  to  obtain  from  Government  the 
increased  aid  which  we  tiionght  ourselves  warranted  in  looking  for.  But  in  spite 
of  this,  the  modest  sum  seems  to  be  secured  from  other  quarters  which  we  had 
named  as  the  iiitiitm«m  on  which  the  Institution  could  be  permanently  carried 
on.  It  IS  far  indeed  from  what  is  needed  for  the  full  development  of  the  college, 
but  by  such  careful  economy  as  we  have  always  had  to  practiM,  it  may  be  made 
sufficient  to  preserve  the  Institution  from  extinction  so  far  as  money  is  concerned. 
What  is  most  urgently  required  is  the  strengthening  of  our  too  weak  staff. 

'*  Government  colleges  have  at  their  command  a  wealth  and  power  that  are 
practically  boundless.  Their  very  root  idea  ii  to  give  their  energy  to  what  con- 
tributes to  university  success.  They  are  supported  by  a  widespread  array  of 
aflUiated  schools.  They  are  supported  still  more  effectually  by  the  prejudice  in 
favour  of  whatever  depends  directly  upon  Government— a  prejudice  as  prevalent 
aa  ever  with  the  mass  of  the  community,  though  here  and  there  it  is  beginning 
to  give  way.  In  Madras,  certainly,  the  feeling  is  no  longer  so  omnipotent  as  it 
once  was.  It  is  impossible  that  colleges  so  supported  should  be  permanently 
approached  in  point  of  size,  or  therefore  in  amount  of  success  at  examinations,  by 
a  <»>Ilege  that  is  hampered  in  every  attempt  at  development  by  want  of  funds, 
that  has  no  extrinsic  claims  to  popnhtr  veneration,  that  will  probably  for  genera- 
tions yet  have  prejudices  and  opposition  to  encounter,  and  that  neither  will  nor 
can  give  all  its  strength  to  the  merely  intellectual  advancement  of  its  students. 

"  But  there  is  a  field  open  to  us,  humbler  perhaps  in  the  view  of  most,  but 
nobler  in  the  eyes  of  those  who  have  skill  to  reckon  *  the  long  result  of  time.' 
We  will  not  indeed  neglect  what  leads  to  educational  distinction.  The  public 
know  that  we  never  have  neglected  it.  But  we  desire  to  make  it  more  than  ever 
the  set  purpose  and  distinctive  aim  of  this  college  not  merely  to  give  information, 
bat  to  stir  thought,  to  link  the  intellectual  to  the  moral  by  turning  that  thought 
upon  the  problems  of  earthly  life  and  man's  right  coune  among  them,  and  to 
impregnate  minds  as  they  thus  awaken  with  those  religious  and  moral  principles 
without  which,  education  is  destitute  of  enlivening  sap,  and  mental  acquirements 
are  but  a  vain  display." 

2.  General  Operations. 

"  'Die  state  of  Mr.  Boss's  health  rendered  him  for  some  months  unfit  for  full 
work,  but  he  is  now,  we  are  thankful  to  say,  much  stronger  again.  Mr. 
Ventakaramiah  is  still,  to  our  regret,  unable  for  duty,  though  a  voyage  to 
England,  recommended  by  medical  men,  has  been  of  some  benefit  to  him.  We 
had  hoped  that  some  additions  would  have  been  made  to  our  incomplete  and 
overworked  staff  ere  the  beginning  of  this  year,  but  to  our  disappointment  the 
right  men  are  not  yet  forthcoming.  The  year,  we  trust,  will  not  run  its  course 
without  bringing  the  needed  help. 

"  In  some  of  the  schools  it  will  be  observed  that  there  has  been  a  slight  falling 
off,  both  in  attendance  and  fees  ;  but  this  is  more  than  compensated  in  both  points 
by  an  increase  in  the  rest.  The  average  number  on  the  rolls  has  risen  from 
1121  to  1167,  and  the  fees  from  Rs.  9360-11-6  to  Bs.  9497-1-9,  the  net  increase 
being  in  the  former  46,  and  in  the  latter  Bs.  166-6-3. 

"  Grouping  the  four  smaller  schools  together,  namely,  those  at  Wallajahbad, 
Bajampettah,  lyempettah,  and  the  Poor  School  in  the  Pareherry,  Black  Town, 
they  have  together  an  attendance  of  303  pupils,  and  collected  in  fees  nearly 
Bs.  400.  Of  the  four,  lyempettah  has  made  most  progress.  The  pupils  in  all  of 
them  are,  as  a  rule,  poor ;  so  that  work  amongst  them,  while  thereby  all  the  more 
necessary,  is  apparently  leu  effective.  The  Poor  School  has  been  hitherto  a 
mixed  sdiool,  the  boys  and  girls  meeting  in  the  same  building  ;  but  a  separation 
has  now  been  made,  which,  though  it  necessarily  increases  expense,  is  telling 
beneficially  on  the  girls'  department  Mr.  Bajagopaul,  besides  superintending 
the  four  schools,  provides  also  the  fands  for  the  Poor  School,  and  we  trust  he 
wUl  be  supported  in  his  exertions  for  this  very  needy  part  of  the  population. 
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"  NeUare. — ^It  reniAuia  to  notice  Nellore,  which  is  the  largest  and  moat  advaiiced 
of  all  oar  Branch  schools.  It  has  had  special  difficulties  to  contend  with  daring  the 
past  year.  An  opposition  school,  manned  chiefly  by  masters  who  had  formerly 
been  ander  Mr.  MacMillan,  and  condenmed  in  its  origin  both  by  the  Insfiector 
and  the  Director  of  Public  Instruction,  was  started  about  the  middle  of  the  year; 
and  a  number  of  boys  were  induced  by  Yarious  means  to  leare  the  Mission  School 
to  join  the  other.  As  a  consequence  the  promise  with  which  the  year  began  was 
disappointed  during  the  latter  half  of  it,  and  the  figures  are  somewhat  below 
those  of  the  previous  year.  The  average  attendance  was  297  instead  of  303,  and 
the  fees  Rs.  3624-2  as  against  Bs.  3871.  The  difference  is  not  great»  bnt  still  it  is 
to  be  regretted  that  the  steady  progress  which  has  been  gomg  on  ever  stnce 
Mr.  MacMillan  took  charge  of  the  school  should  even  have  been  temporszily 
interrupted. 

"  In  the  course  of  last  year  we  had  the  pleasure  of  receiving  into  the  Church 
by  baptism  a  former  pupfl  of  the  Nellore  School,  a  young  Brahmin  of  about  22 
years  of  age,  who  gave  every  token  of  a  sincere  desire  to  follow  Christ  and  do 
his  wilL 

"In  conclusion,  we  have  to  say  a  few  words  with  regard  to  the  work  of 
vernacular  preaching.  That  has  been  carried  on,  as  in  former  years,  chiefly  in 
Madras  and  at  Chii^put.  To  enable  us  to  do  somewhat  more  in  this  depart- 
ment, the  Home  Committee  sanctioned  a  monthly  allowance  of  Rs.  50,  which  will 
enable  us  to  employ  one  or  two  additional  agents,  if,  at  the  same  time,  subscrip- 
tions are  kept  up,  as  we  trust  they  wilL  We  are  now  looking  out  for  suitable 
men. 


SOUTH  AFRICA. 

1.  EAFFRARIAN  MISSIONS. 

LoYKDALB  Mission.* 
Branch  SiaUoM—    6. 

Christian  Agency^  8  Native  Teachers ;  1  Catechist 
Ifatiife  Chureke» — 590  Members  in  full  communion. 

1000  Admitted  on  Profession  since  commencement  of  MiMJiw, 
of  whom  90  were  added  daring  1875. 
Siatkm  SchooU — 510  Scholars  on  Boll ;  of  whom  258  were  Girls. 
Contributed  tti  Kafraria^ 

£190    0    0  Government  Grants-in-aid. 
42    3    4  By  Natives  for  Schools. 
110  12    6  For  General  work  of  the  Mission. 
15     8     9  For  Builtlings. 


£358    4    7 


Ordination  op  a  Native  Pastob. 

The  ordination  of  a  native  pastor  at  Lovedale  is  a  new  and  cheering 
occurrence.  It  is  the  first  case  of  a  fully  qualified  native  pastor  being 
appointed  who  has  received  his  whole  training  in  South  Africa. 

'*  On  the  5th  of  November  a  harmonious  and  unanimous  call  was  given  to  Mr. 
Mpambani  J.  Mzimba,  a  probationer  of  the  Free  Church,  a  native  African,  wholly 
educated  at  Lovedale.  The  call  was  signed  by  406  members  out  of  a  roll  of 
almost  500.    The  ordination  took  place  on  the  2d  of  December,  and  so  large 

*  See  Appendix  No.  X.  p.  57. 
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the  gathering  of  memhera,  adherenta,  and  friends  from  a  distance,  that  the  service 
had  to  be  held  in  the  open  air. 

"  About  this  settlement  the  congregation  is  much  at  one.  Yet  the  people  are 
not  a  little  conservative,  and  are  very  shy  of  anything  new  or  unknown.  The 
establishment  of  a  native  ministry  was  therefore  regarded  by  some  as  a  very  un- 
certain business,  especially  in  a  district  and  congregation  so  large  as  Lovedale. 
Bat  the  reasonableness,  nay,  the  desirability  of  it  was  evident  to  the  older  and 
more  thoughtful,  and  they  used  their  influence  to  the  best  purpose,  so  that  the 
settlement  was  a  very  happy  and  hearty  one. 

'*  Mr.  Mzimba  is  a  child  of  the  congregation.  He  was,  I  believe,  bom  in  it. 
He  was  baptised  in  it,  and  received  in  it  the  status  of  full  membership.  And  now 
he  is  its  ministeri  and  well,  we  truft,  and  worthily  so." 

State  of  the  Conqbeoation^ 

"  The  congregation  is  in  a  living  and  active  state.  Blessing  has  been  markedly 
experienced.  At  Buchanan,  during  February,  March,  and  April,  the  gracious 
rain  of  revival  was  poured  out  copiously.  A  lengthened  series  of  special  services 
were  held,  conducteid  chiefly  by  the  office-bearers,  aided,  however,  by  the  frequent 
and  efficient  presence  from  Lovedale  of  members^  of  the  staff,  heads  of  depart- 
ments, and  experienced  students,  apprentices,  and  pupils.  Quite  a  hundred  names 
were  added  to  the  inquirers'  roll,  mostly  of  young  people,  some  mere  boys  and 
girls,  but  all  professing  either  a  settled  peace  in  Jesus,  or  a  longing  desire  to  know 
God  as  a  Saviour.  The  impulse  of  the  movement  was  felt  all  over  the  district. 
From  all  the  stations  some  have  this  year  been  hopefully  gathered  into,  or  towards, 
the  fold  of  Christ. 

**  The  year  has  been,  on  the  whole,  a  prosperous  one,  and  ends  like  the  sunset 
that  promises  another  sunny  day.  There  have  been  sorrows  of  course.  Some  of 
the  young  candidates  have  been  snared  and  taken.  Some  of  the  members  have 
made  shipwreck  of  their  fair  fame  ;  not  wholly,  we  hope,  of  their  faith.  Death 
has  plucked  away  some.  Sin  has  been  brazen-faced  here  and  there.  The  district 
has  been  polluted  by  the  horrid  revelry  of  heathen 'rites.  Strong  drink  has  taken 
its  victims  from  our  midst.  And  fear  for  the  youth  of  both  sexes  in  connection 
with  marriage  customs  and  harvest  feasts  has  been  as  a  shadow  on  our  hearts. 
But^  as  we  have  said,  the  year  closes  hopefully  *  by  the  good  hand  of  our  God 


upon  ua.' " 


Out-Station  Churches. 


**The  stations  remain  the  same  in  number.  Sheshegu  and  Gaga  have  most 
members.  Macfle,  a  small  secluded  but  fertile  hollow,  has,  and  probably  always 
will  have,  fewest.  All  have  substantial  stone  buildings,  erected  by  Bev.  R.  Ross, 
and  serving  admirably  for  both  churches  and  schools.  In  most,  daily  worship  is 
held.  In  all,  the  gospel  is  preached  on  Sabbath.  The  members  show  a  fair 
measure  of  interest,  and  the  office-bearers  are  usually  both  zealous  and  wise. 

*'  In  contributing  to  the  cause  of  Christ,  the  nearest  approach  to  a  failure  is 
made  of  any  department  of  work.  Many  give  absolutely  nothing.  Many  more 
give  very  little;  only  a  few  give  as  the  Lord  has  prospered  them.  The  average 
yearly  contribution  will  be  nearly  aix  shillings,  not  over  that ;  and,  though  this  is 
as  much  as  many  a  Scotch  congregation,  it  is,  we  can  only  say,  a  very  shameful  state 
of  things.  It  is  matter  for  deep  rejoicing  that  many  of  the  office-bearers  are  very 
jealous  of  the  purity  of  discipline  and  the  high  mond  tone  of  the  membership." 

Schools. 

"  The  schools  this  year  have  been  conducted  in  the  usual  way,  and  with  similar 
results.  School  fees  on  a  regular  sradnated  system  and  at  a  fixed  rate  per  ehUd 
have  this  year  been  tried  for  the  first  time.  The  result  has  been  so  far  satis- 
factory, the  whole  amount  raised  being  much  larger  than  formerly. 

*'  Sabbath-schools  are  in  operation  at  all  the  stations.  They  will  be  rendered 
more  efficient  next  year," 
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EVANGEUSnC  WOHK. 

**  ThiB  is  OAxried  on  by  offioe-bearen  and  members  at  all  the  atationa  tirttj 
Sabbath." 

LOVEDALE  iNSTITUnOM. 


Chrigtian  Ageneif-^S  finropean  Misdonariee  (one  partially  employed). 

6  European  Male  Teacben ;  2  Female  do. 
8  Native  „  8  Female  do. 

6  Maaten  of  Industrial  Departments. 
Pupils. — At  the  doee  of  the  year — 

Native  Stadenta  and  Pupils,        .        •        •     244^ 
Native  Apprenticesy    .        .        .        .        .49 
Girls, 79 


362 
Europeans  and  Students,     -.        .        •        •      30 


Bottrden. 


392  J 
Day  Scholars, .25 


Government  Grants-in-aid, 


For  Board  and  Education  of  Pupils — 

Natives^  ^*^^ ^^'^^    ^    ^ 


i 


Female,        ....  260  16    0 


£1,329     1    0 
Europeans, 917    0    0 


■tai 


Total, £2,246     1     0 

There  never  has  been  a  year  so  remarkable  for  promise  as  the  present.  We 
have  been  made  conscious  of  an  amount  of  definiteness  of  purpose,  among  the 
young  men  here,  in  respect  of  the  object  of  their  education,  and  in  some  instaaeea 
a  degree  of  high  aim  and  endeavour,  such  as  did  not  exist  before.  Pkomise^ 
however,  is  one  thing,  fulfilment  another,  and  experience  shows  that  we  caanot 
afford  to  be  sanguine.  Still,  when  120  come  forward  voluntarily  and  declare 
that  they  have  formed  a  certain  purpose  in  life,  after  making  large  aUowances^ 
there  ought  to  remain  a  residuum  of  some  kind. 

Capacity  for  Study  m  NaMvt  Youths, — ^No  difficulty  is  found  in  getting  native 
lads  to  study  hard.  Their  attainments  in  many  cases,  after  three  or  four  yean, 
compared  with  the  wretched  appearance  they  make  at  the  Entrance  Examina- 
tion, when  knowing  hardly  any  English,  are  nnexplainable  except  from  a  great 
deal  of  mental  labour.  The  inferior  standing  of  the  European  day-papi]s»  trrtr 
whose  home  studies  we  have  no  control,  compared  with  the  resident  native  popils^ 
is  a  proof  of  the  same  thing.  To  the  indolent  uncivilised  man,  mental  labour  is 
usually  the  most  irksome  of  all  kinds  of  work.    Here  the  fact  is  otherwise. 

Several  things  go  to  account  for  this.  Somehow,  among  the  native  races  ta 
this  part  of  Africa,  there  is  a  widely  spread  popular  sentiment  in  favour  of  edn- 
cation,  and  lads  are  impelled  forwards  by  their  parents.  The  desire  for  education 
is  naturally  stimulated  by  the  demand  for  educated  natives,  which  is  an  ever> 
increasing  one.  The  method  of  education,  pursued  in  the  Institution,  has  also 
something  to  do  with  the  matter.  Education,^  Besides  its  mechanical  dmdgery, 
is  made  a  cultivation  of  the  intelligence. 

The  Native  races  in  rekuion  to  Europeans,—^  far  as  things  have  gone  as  yet 
it  might  be  supposed  that  the  juxtaposition  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  and  tiie  African 
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races  in  South  Africa  was  a  mistake.  The  colonists  say  that  nothing  can  be  made 
of  the  natives,  and  look  abroad  for  a  supply  of  foreign  labour,  while  the  country 
is  full  of  capable  but  idle  people.  Our  experience,  limited  if  ib  be,  may  throw 
some  light  on  this  important  question.  No  one  can  gain  an  ascendency  over  the 
minds  of  the  natives  who  has  no  sympathy  with  them.  For  sympathy  there  is 
no  substitute.  Another  mistake  ususdly  made  is  a  neglect  of  the  moral  well- 
being  of  a  naiive  employ^.  If  his  morale  is  allowed  to  go  down,  the  case  with 
him  is  ended.  We  never  attempt  to  continue  the  edacation  of  any  one,  who  is 
demoralised  in  any  essential  point. 

AfrkmM  reaching  a  Maximum. — It  is  a  long  time  since  it  was  observed  by  men 
of  other  races,  that  the  African,  who  shows  so  great  an  aptitnde  in  the  elementary 
stage  of  education,  becomes  fossilised  at  a  certain  point,  and  is  apparently  incap- 
able of  further  development.  Writers  of  a  certain  class  support  their  theory  of 
a  separate  origin  of  the  African  race  by  denying  that  there  is,  or  can  be,  an 
African  of  high  education  and  culture. 

That  Africans  usually  reach  a  maximum,  and  that  a  rather  low  one,  is  an 
undoubted  fact  That  it  is  a  necessary  fact,  may  be  disproved  by  examples  to 
the  contrary,  and  these  may  soon  increase  in  number.  There  is  no  physical  or 
mental  defect  in  the  African  to  occasion  it.  Our  experience  throws  some  new 
light  on  the  matter. 

Declared  Purpose  of  Education  m  Native  Young  Men. — A  general  meeting  of  all 
the  young  men  in  the  Institution  was  held  on  an  evening  in  November,  for  the 
purpose  of  putting  before  them  the  question,  What  do  you  mean  to  do  in  life  ? 

Often  before,  and  now  again  it  was  said  to  them.  Men  are  wanted, — who  will  go 
and  preach  the  gospel  to  your  countrymen  T  Incessant  demands  are  made  on  us 
for  teachers,  and  we  are  obliged  to  say.  We  have  none  to  give.  All  cannot  be 
preachers  or  teachers.  Some  men  only  have  the  requisite  gifts  and  tastes.  But 
however  you  may  be  employed,  to  what  do  you  mean  to  give  the  influence  of 
your  life  ? 

A  large  number  of  ypung  men.  Native  and  European,  rose  one  after  another, 
and  spoke  to  the  point,  plainly  and  briefly.  Much  more  was  said  on  that  occasion, 
than  we  were  prepared  for,  of  deliberate  weighing  of  consequences  in  taking  one 
path  or  other,  of  long  cherished  purposes,  and  in  some  instances  of  elevated  aims. 
Some  said  they  wished  to  study  for  the  ministry.  Many  had  resolved  to  become 
teachers :  it  was  noticeable,  however,  they  did  not  look  on  mere  teaching  as  an 
end  in  itself.  The  rest  said,  they  wished  to  be  on  Christ's  side  in  life,  though 
not  teachers  or  preachers.  ^ 

The  meeting  was  continued  into  a  second  evening.  When  the  names  were 
taken  down  of  all  who  came  forward  to  declare  their  purpose  in  life,  they  were 
found  to  number  a  hundred  and  twenty. 

Ordmary  College  Course. — ^There  are  11  senior  students,  and  about  22  others, 
jnnior  students  or  more  advanced  pupils,  who  have  taken  the  subjects,  more  or 
fewer,  of  the  higher  department — making  31  in  all,  as  compared  with  21  last 
year. 

In  the  class  of  Logic,  the  European  and  the  Native  students  are  about  equal  in 
number,  and  here  also  there  is  no  great  disparity  between  them. 

GiBLs'  Institution. 

Miss  M*Kitchie  reports  that  during  the  year  113  names  appeared  on  the  roll. 
Of  these  23  left  in  the  middle  of  the  year,  some  to  fill  positions  as  teachers  and 
others  for  other  causes.  During  the  year,  three  girls  obtained  the  Government 
certificate  as  teachers — ^two  being  natives  and  one  European.  Those  in  the  work 
department  number  16.  The  work  done  in  this  department  consists  of  washing, 
ironing,  sewing,  and  mending,  and  the  receipts  amount  to  dose  on  £70. 

Industrial  Department. 

In  the  Waggon-making  Department  during  the  year  there  were  in  all  18 
^apprentices,  of  whom  four  have  left  either  of  their  own  accord  or  from  being  found 
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unsnitable  after  three  months'  tiiaL  There  remained  then  14.  Of  these,  four 
have  shown  special  aptitude  for  learning  their  trade.  In  the  Blacksmiths'  depart- 
ment there  are  six  apprentices,  who  idl  behaved  themselves  satisfactorily,  with 
the  exception  of  one. 

Chribtiak  Work. 

Young  Men^s  Christian  AtwckUion, — This  Association  has  existed  now  for  a 
year.  The  subject  for  each  evening  is  introduced  by  one  of  the  members  read- 
ing  a  short  paper,  which  is  followed  up  by  observations  from  all  the  others,  who 
wuh  to  take  a  part  in  the  proceedings.  The  first  Saturday  of  each  month  is 
devoted  to  the  hearing  of  Reports  regarding  the  work  among  the  heathen  around 
Lovedale. 

Next  year,  its  name  will  be  changed  from  Christian  to  Missionary  Assodatioir; 
to  indicate  more  distinctly,  so  far  as  a  name  can  do  so,  its  aggressive  character. 
The  two  original  elements,  however,  remain  as  before.  Bible  studies  and  paipen 
containing  missionary  intelligence  will  alternate  with  Reports  from  Christian 
workers. 

Heathen  field  around  Lovedale, — Between  fifty  and  sixty  workers  go  out  every 
Sabbath  from  Lovedale,  and  visit  twenty-two  Kraals.  About  500  heathen  are 
reached  in  this  way.  The  workers  go  out  in  companies  with  a  leader,  assistants, 
and  interpreter.  When  the  people  are  gathered,  a  short  service  is  held,  before 
or  after  which  some  of  them  are  spoken  to  personally.  In  the  meantime,  s<Hne 
of  the  company  take  the  children  separately  and  instruct  them  from  Bible  pictures. 
They  also  teach  them  hymns  and  the  Lord's  prayer.  The  children  are  generally 
esger.  The  old  are  often  indifferent  and  callous ;  in  many  oases,  however,  attentive. 
S<mie  persons  have  been  awakened,  but  as  yet  there  has  been  no  general  revival. 

GOVERNMIRT  EXAXINATIOKS. 

Teaicher^  CkrHfieate$. 

An  Examination  in  connection  with  the  Department  for  Public  Education  was 
held  at  Lovedale  on  2dd  March. 

Twenty-three  candidates  were  examined  on  this  occasion,  out  of  whom  Love- 
dale Institution  sent  in  15, — 11  male  and  4  female.  All  the  15  passed  except 
me,  and  4  of  them  passed  with  honoursi 

No  marked  spiritual  changes  during  the  year,  but  a  steady  growth  in  ChiistiaD 
character  in  a  good  many.  The  expressed  desire  of  many  to  give  their  lives  to 
Christ's  service,  together  with  the  opening  up  of  Africa  in  many  wi^  in  the 
Providence  of  Qod,  leads  us  to  expect  greater  progress  in  the  future. 

BUBNSHILL.* 

Branch  StaHom —     7. 

ChrMan  Agenqf—   1  European  Missionary;   5  Native  Male  Teachers;  and  6 

Female  Teadhers. 
2  Native  Soriptnre-Beaders ;  and  1  Colporteur. 
15  Christian  Agents  in  aU. 
NdHve  Ohurehei — 864  Members  in  fall  Communion,  of  whom  30  added  in  187& 
Mixed  School^--   588  Scholars  on  BolL 
Oonirib^Oid  M  Kn^hark^^ 

£172  10    0  Govammeot  Orants*in-Aid, 
50  17    9  By  Nalives  for  Schools. 

59    9    5  By  Native  Church  for  Oeneral  Woric  of  the  Misrion. 
IS    9  11  By  Da         for  School  BoUdiags. 


£296    7     1 


*  See  Appendix  No.  X.  p.  57. 
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The  Bev.  D.  Macleod  writes : — 

"  There  is  a  steady  progress  discernible  in  all  departments  of  the  work,  which 
though  not  so  great  as  could  be  winhed,  is  still  encouraging.  Of  this  the  contribu- 
tions for  schools  and  general  purposes  may  be  referred  to  as  a  sample.  This  year 
£11  were  contributed  more  than  in  1S74.  These  heathens  contributed  fairly  for 
some  of  the  schools  in  1874,  but  this  year,  owing  to  the  failure  of  the  crops,  they 
gave  next  to  nothing.  This  small  increase  comes  wholly  from  the  Christians. 
In  itself  it  is  insignificant,  but  as  it  is  the  outcome  of  Christian  feeling,  and  an 
index  of  progress,  it  is  important. 

"  Gknerally  speaking,  I  have  to  reiterate  the  statements  made  last  year  regard- 
ing the  native  Christians.  My  conviction  of  their  capacity  for  indefinite  progress 
is  strengthened  considerably  by  the  experience  of  last  year.  This  year  we  had 
six  bad  cases  as  compared  with  twelve  the  previous  year.  I  may  say  with  much 
pleasure  that  I  receive  great  help  from  the  ofiice-bearers,  and  that  their  character, 
abilities,  and  usefulness  Vould  not  contrast  unfavourably,  in  several  points,  with 
the  average  country  elder  in  the  Free  Church  at  home.  They  have  a  peculiar 
tact  for  eliciting  and  sifting  evidence.  In  a  vexatious  case  on  which  the  Session 
divided,  and  tiie  view  of  the  majority  was  affirmed  by  the  Presbytery,  the 
speeches  made  by  four  of  the  elders  would  bring  no  discredit  on  Lords  of  Session. 

"  An  old  school  was  revived  during  the  year  and  a  new  one  was  opened.  Both^ 
schools  are  likely  to  be  usef uL  The  Government  has  supplied  desks,  blackboards', 
and  cupboards  to  all  the  schools,  except  two  which  had  been  well  furnished  before. 
It  shows  how  anxious  the  Government  is  to  educate  and  raise  the  native  races. 

"Publicworship  is  regularly  maintained  at  each  of  the  out-stations  every  Sabbath, 
except  on  the  firet  Sabbath  of  every  quarter,  when  the  people  come  from  all  the 
out-stations  to  BumshiU  to  the  Communion.  The  missionary  has  a  general  snper- 
intendence  over  the  whole,  and  the  office-bearers  of  each  station  are  responsible 
to  the  Session  for  the  station,  and  to  the  Deacons'  Court  for  the  schools,  etc. 
Besides  visiting  each  station  as  often  as  possible,  and  as  circumstances  require,  the 
missionary  preaches  at  each  station  in  rotation,  sometimes  managing  to  preach  at 
two  stations  the  same  Sabbath. 

''At  Bnmahill,  Falconer,  and  Gxulu,  a  certain  proportion  of  the  available  men 
of  good  character  go  out  every  Sabbath  to  the  small  villages.  By  these  means  as 
many  as  300  heathens  hear  the  Word  of  God  from  their  fellow-countrymen,  who 
would  not  otherwise  hear  it.  Confessedly  there  are  some  weakness  and  extra- 
vagances connected  with  the  services  of  those  men,  bat  nevertheless  the  fact 
stands  that  they  bring  home  converts. 

"  Daring  1875  we  had  no  Scripture-readers.  This  was  felt  to  be  a  serious  loss. 
Those  Scripture-readers,  in  addition  to  the  work  of  evangelising  the  district,  kept 
the  missionary  informed  of  everything  going  on  throughout  the  whole  district. 
This  was  felt  to  be  of  immense  service  to  the  mission  generally.  Through  the  kind- 
ness of  Dr.  Duff,  the  salary  of  one  of  the  Scripture-readers  is  guaranteed  for  1876, 
the  Deacons'  Court  undertaking  to  raise  the  salary  of  the  second  Scripture-reader.*' 

MACFAKLAN.* 
Branch  StaUana—  2. 

ChrisUan  Agency— S  Native  Male  Teachers. 

Native  Cfhurch —  75  Members  in  full  Communion,  of  whom  6  added  in  1875. 
Mixed  Schools— 100  Scholars  on  RolL 
Conirtbuied  m  Kaffrariar-^ 

£60    0    0    Government  Grant-in-Aid. 
18    8  101  By  Native  Church  for  General  Work  of  the  Mission. 
43  14    0    By  do.  f  or  Boildings. 

£122    2  lOi 


The  death  of  the  European  catechist,  Mr.  Alex.  M^Diarmid,  which  took 
plaee  npwards  of  a  year  ago,  has  been  a  great  loss  to  this  station. 

<«  Things  here  are  in  a  somewhat  languishing  state.    They  are  better  than  they 

*  See  Appendix  No.  X.  p.  57* 
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might  liave  been,  for  M.  Theal,  of  Lovedale,  hu  laboured  most  diligently  and 
lovingly  to  supply  regular  services  on  Sabbath  for  both  young  and  old.  But  with 
all  his  labour,  there  is  a  great  want.  Some  steps  are  being  taken  to  filling 
up  Mr.  M'Diarmid*8  vacant  place. 

"Towards  the  end  of  the  year,  a  few  candidates  have  been  added,  and  we 
trust  that  long  ere  another  year  is  ended,  the  station  will  be  in  full  working  order, 
under  a  settled  pastorate.'' 

PIRIE.* 

Branch  Stations —  5. 

ChrUtian  Agency — 2  European  Missionaries. 

4  Native  Male  Teaichers ;  and  4  Female  do. 
2      „     Scripture-Readers. 
IfaHtfe  Churches — 187  Members  in  full  Communion,  of  whom  17  added  in  1875. 
Mixed  Schools—    431  Scholars  on  BoU. 
Contributed  m  Kaffraria — 

£89  16    0  Government  Orant-in>Aid,  etc. 
38  16    0  By  Natives  for  Schools. 

79  16    4  By  Native  Church  for  support  of  Scriptwre-Beader, 

and  erection  of  Out-station  Churches. 
247     8    6  By  Europeans  for  Memorial  Church. 

£455  16  10 


The  venerable  Mr.  John  Ross,  who  has  laboured  nninterraptedly  in 
Africa  since  1823,  is  still  able  to  assist  in  the  work.  The  Rey.  Bryce 
Ross  writes : — 

"  The  state  of  the  Mission  is  much  the  same  as  last  year ;  that  is  to  say,  it  is 
much  more  promising  than  formerly.  The  meetings  for  public  worship  are  weU 
attended.  The  Sabbath-schools  have  about  300  pupils,  of  whom  many  are  the 
children  of  heathen  parents.  The  class  of  candidates  is  much  larger  than  it  used 
to  be." 

Native  Chubches. 

"  The  tone  of  the  church,  including  office-bearers  and  private  Christian,  seems 
healthy ;  but  there  does  not  appear  to  be  that  vigour  in  a  number  of  the  deacons 
which  we  should  like  to  see." 

Educational  Work. 

"  The  schoob  are  much  improved.  We  had  only  two  last  year ;  we  have  six 
this  one.  We  have  been  more  successful  in  obtaining  teachers,  and  the  Govern- 
ment now  gives  assistance,  not  only  by  money  grants,  but  also  by  moral  infln- 
ence  through  its  native  department.  That  is,  all  Government  officials  in  native 
affairs,  whether  magistrates  or  headmen,  are  instructed  too  in  all  proper  means 
for  the  advancement  of  Education.  Of  this  we  are  endeavouring  to  take  advan- 
tage as  far  as  we  deem  proper." 

Evangelistic  Work. 
**  Under  this  head  there  is  nothing  calling  for  special  remark.*' 

Translation  op  Scripture. 

"The  translation  of  the  Scriptures  of  the  Old  Testament  into  Kaffir  has 
reached  the  end  of  the  Book  of  Numbers.  The  New  Testament,  as  yon  are 
aware,  has  been  printed." 

TRANSKEI  TERRITORY. 

Cunningham. -{- 
BranuX  StaHons —  7. 

Christian  Agency — 1  European  Missionary;  4  Native  Male  Teachers;  4  Soriptue- 

Readers ;  and  2  Colporteurs. 
•  See  Appendix  No.  X.  p.  67.  f  See  Appendix  No.  X.  p.  57. 
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licUive  Church — 388  Members  in  full  Communion. 

518  Admitted  on  profession  since  commencement  of  Mission,  of 
whom  38  in  1875. 
Mixed  SchooU -^205  Scholars  on  RoU. 
Contributed  in  Kajfrcuia — 

£112  10    0  Government  Grant 
38  17     3  For  Schools. 
79  14    5  By  Native  Church  for  General  Work  of  the  Mission. 


£231     1     8 


The  Rev.  Richard  Bpss  reports  several  interesting  incidents  which 
show  that  the  truth  is  working  powerfully  in  not  a  few  hearts. 

Mr.  Ross  farther  states  that  he  has  been  able  to  re-open  several  schools 
that  were  closed  last  year,  and  that  he  hopes  soon  to  open  two  new  ones. 

Mr.  Ross  has  also  done  his  best,  and  not  without  success,  in  stimulatiug 
native  liberality,  especially  in  the  direction  of  building  out-station  churches 
and  schools.  For  years  past,  indeed,  both  at  Lovedale  and  Cunningham, 
he  has  thus  aroused  the  zeal  of  the  native  Christians. 

Idutywa-.* 
Branch  Stations—  4. 
Christian  Agency — 1  Evropean  Missionary. 

1  Native  Teacher,  and  I  Scripture-Reader. 
Ifatwe  Church —  24  in  full  Communion. 

26  Admitted  on  profession  since  commencement  of  Mission,  of 
whom  3  in  1875. 
Mixed  School-^   26  Scholars  on  Roll 
Contributed  in  Kafraria — 

£25    0    0  Government  Grant. 

4  18     0  By  Native  Church  for  Schools. 
24    6     6  By  do  for  Buildings. 

10  19     1  By  do  for  support  of  Gospel  Ordinances. 

£65    3     7 


Mr.  Robertson  last  year  was  able  to  furnish  no  report  of  his  work,  as 
he  had  been  only  lately  transferred  to  the  Transkei  districts.  We  give, 
therefore,  pretty  full  extracts  from  an  interesting  statement  he  has  lately 
sent  home : — 

*'  Amidst  much  that  is  very  discouraging  there  is  much  that  is  very  encouraging. 
My  headquarters — the  place  where  my  three  huts  are — when  I  came  was  sur- 
rounded with  heathenism  in  a  very  degraded  form.  I  had  not  a  Church  member 
within  four  to  six  miles  of  me.  During  the  week,  men  as  they  passed  by  would 
come  stark  naked,  without  appearing  to  be  ashamed.  The  women  sLbo  were 
very  indecent  in  their  appearance.  They  are  a  people  most  iirmly  wedded  to  all 
their  superstitions,  and  are  as  secretive  in  their  plans  as  they  are  bold  and  cruel 
in  the  execution  of  them.  The  fact  that  three  or  four  families  of  Christian 
Fingoe  emigrants  are  near  this,  helps  much  in  the  same  way  to  break  down  the 
roughness  of  barbarism.  Throughout  the  Reserve  also  there  are  a  few  Europeans 
residing.  Two  families  residing  about  the  Government  offices  at  the  Xakaxa, 
two  of  three  shopkeepers  scattered  over  the  country,  all  these  for  years  were 
destitute  of  the  regular  ministrations  of  God*s  Word,  the  want  of  which  is  soon 
followed  by  hosts  of  evils. 

**  A  very  great  difference  is  observable  already.  Four  of  the  white  families 
nearest  my  house  are  glad  to  avail  themselves  of  a  Sabbath  service  that  they  can 

*  See  Appendix  No.  X.  p.  57. 
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take  part  in.  Two  of  the  female  members  have  also  sought  from  me  private 
instmction  in  Divine  things,  and  have  come  to  make  an  open  profession  of  Christ 
before  the  world.  Members  of  these  families  have  also  assisted  me  very  heartily 
in  working  upon  the  barbarous  chiefs.  On  several  occasions  they  have  acoom- 
panied  me,  and  directly  sought  to  incline  the  minds  of  the  chiefs  favoorably  to 
Christian  instruction  ;  and  much  good  has  thereby  been  done.  Also  out  of  the 
£24,  6s.  6d.  raised  this  year  for  buildings,  they  gave  me  £12.  Also  the  other 
sum,  £12,  6s.  6d.,  was  raised  at  the  'great  place'  of  one  of  the  chiefs,  very 
much  through  these  people  urging  the  heathen  forward.  With  respect  to  many 
of  the  heath  CDS  too,  much,  very  much,  of  their  suspicion  with  regard  to  the  object 
of  my  mission  among  them  is  dissipated.  Indeed,  the  people,  in  the  main,  heathen 
although  they  are,  are  very  greatly  attracted  to  us ;  now  they  all  come  covered 
with  their  blankets,  some  indeed  covered  with  European  clothing  bought  for  the 
first  time  with  their  own  money.  Several  of  the  people,  indeed,  interest  them* 
selves  very  williagly  in  questions  of  Divine  truth,  and  all  round  about  me  in> 
decency  and  the  bold  exhibition  of  heathen  customs  have  given  way,  not  entirely, 
but  very  largely,  to  outward  decency,  and  great  regard  for  our  observance  jof 
Sabbath  rest  and  cessation  from  worldly  employments.  A  certain  amount  of 
medical  knowledge  that  I  happen  to  have  has  gone  very  far  to  increase  my 
influence  for  good  over  the  heathen  here.  These  people  reverence  their  own 
native  witch  doctors  very  greatly,  and  when  they  see  the  effect  produced  by 
European  medicine  upon  one  of  themselves,  they  are  exceedingly  apt  to  rate  the 
wisdom  and  power  of  the  practitioner  through  that  more  highly  than  through 
any  other  cause.  There  is,  however,  a  dark  side  to  the  picture.  The  great 
adversary  is  ever  opposing  the  truth,  and  his  influence  is  in  this  land  most  widdy 
felt.  The  people  of  the  Reserve  are  generally  very  ignorant  of  knowledge  or 
civilisation  in  any  phase  whatsoever.  Some  few  of  the  inhabitants  are  rich,  but 
they  are  on  this  account  all  the  more  proud  and  indifferent  to  any  effort  that 
may  be  made  for  their  eternal  good.  The  majority  are  poor,  lasy,  lying,  and 
licentious,  and  thefts  in  our  district  are  very  numerous  and  daring.*' 

ScUO^KiS. 

*'  The  natives  of  the  Reserve  are  averse  to  them.  In  adjoining  districts  tke 
colonial  Fingoes  are  anxious  to  improve  themselves.  With  them  and  the  Basfstos 
the  magistrate  has  but  to  indicate  the  wish  of  Government,  and  great  willingness 
is  shown  to  obey  on  their  part  In  the  Reserve,  sinoe  I  came,  I  have  had 
opportunities  of  being  with  both  the  British  Resident  (for  the  Reserve  is  ovtside 
the  colony),  and  when  he  left  the  place,  also  with  the  clerk  his  sobstitnte,  en- 
deavouring to  prevail  with  these  chiefs  to  benefit  themselvea  and  their  children 
by  favouring  education.  Even  when  the  Governor  of  the  country.  Sir  Henry 
Barkly,  passed  through  this  way,  I  requested  him  to  impress  on  theae  natrre 
chiefs  the  desirability  of  having  Schools.  He  did  so  in  a  very  kind  and  imprem ve 
way  ;  but  the  power  of  indolence  and  ignorance,  along  with  their  anperatitioits 
devotion  to  their  witch  doctors,  was  all  too  powerful,  and  to  this  hour  they  piesent 
me  with  nothing  but  the  most  meagre  excuses.  The  natives*  eape^ally  ike 
Kaffirs  proper,  as  a  rule,  do  not  look  with  very  marked  favour  on  any  Govern- 
ment proposal  respecting  education ;  they  are  much  slower  in  advancing  than 
other  tribes,  as  the  Basutos  and  Fingoes,  who  have  been  delivered  from  oppres- 
sion by  onr  Government." 

Eyangiblistic  Work. 

*'  Owing  to  our  want  of  a  waggon  and  oxen,  this  part  of  the  work  ooold  QO^f 
be  imperfectly  done.  Iif  a  field  which  is  to  all  intents  and  purposes  new,  that  is 
in  a  district  where  there  has  been  no  resident  missionary,  and  where  the  laigeel 
majority  of  them  have  been  living  for  nearly  twenty  years  without  the  means  of 
grace  or  any  of  the  collateral  advantages  which  learning  ever  brings  along  with 
it,  it  is  very  diflicult  to  approach  much  less  to  explain  a  new  subject  with  any 
measure  of  success  to  minds  so  nDreflective.** 
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2.  NATAL  MISSIONS. 

FlETERMARITZBURG.  * 

Bfimeh  Statwna —  2. 

Christian  Agency — 1  Ordained  European  Missionary. 

2  Native  Male  Teachers ;  1  Female  Teacher. 
1 1  Native  Scriptnre  Readers. 
Native  Church — 128  in  full  Oommnnion. 

414  Admitted  on  profession  since  commencement  of  Mission,  of 
whom  29  in  1875. 
Mixed  Schools —  146  Scholars  on  Roll,  of  whom  40  were  Girls. 
Contributed  in  Africa — 

£112     0     0  Government  Grant-in-aid. 

51     4    6  By  Native   Charch   for  support  of  Gospel 
Ministry. 


£163     4     6 


The  Rev.  Mr.  Stalker  writes : — 

**  Every  department  of  the  work  of  the  Mission  is  advancing,  except  the  night 
schools  in  Maritshnrg ;  they  show  a  slight  decline  as  compared  with  last  year. 
The  average  nightly  attendance  in  1874  was  54,  this  year  it  is  48. 

**  The  Maritshnrg  and  Edendale  churches  are,  on  the  whole,  in  a  very  satis- 
factory state ;  the  members  zealous  and  the  attendances  good.  At  Cedaha  there 
has  been  a  good  deal  of  trouble  this  year. 

*'The  average  attendance  at  all  the  schools  for  the  year  is  105.  At  the  day 
school,  Maritsburg,  41 ;  at  Cedaha,  16.  The  school  at  Cedaha  was  unfortunately 
shut  for  four  months  of  the  year  for  want  of  a  teacher. 

"  The  Scripture-readers  in  turn  visit  the  gaol  every  Sunday  morning,  and  hold 
service  for  the  native  prisoners." 

Impolweni. 

(12  miles  distant  from  Pietermaritaburg.) 

Branch  Station —    1. 

Christian  Agency^  I  European  Male  Teacher,  and  1  Female  Teacher. 

1 1  Native  Exhorters  (unpaid), 
Naiiee  Church —    61  in  full  Communion. 

101  admitted  on  profession  since  commencement  of  Mission. 
Mixed  Schools —    61  Scholars  on  RolL 
Contributed  in  Africa — 

£50     0    0  Government  Grant-in-Aid. 

Since  the  death  of  Mr.  Allison,  the  local  Financial  Board  have  made 
temporary  arrangements  for  maintaining  the  operations  at  this  important 
oat-station  nntil  the  Committee  are  able  to  appoint  a  permanent  Mission- 
ary, which  they  hope  to  do  ere  long. 

JoBSKOP — Gordon  Mission.-)- 

Christian  Agencf —  1  Ordained  European  Medical  Missionary. 

1  European  Male  Teacher. 

2  European  Missionary  Artisans. 
School —                  45  Scholars  on  Roll. 

This  Mission  is  still  in  its  infant  state,  having  been  so  lately  planted 
in  a  district  abounding  with  natives,  among  whom  no  missionary  of  any 
cbnrch  has  ever  laboured.    It  wonld  be  nnreasonable,  therefore,  to  expect 

♦  See  Appendix  No.  XI.  p.  69.  t  Sec  Appendix  No.  XI.  p.  60. 
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any  marked  spiritnal  results  as  yet ;  bat  there  is  enough  in  the  progress 
and  prospects  of  the  Mission  to  fill  ns  with  gratitude  and  hopefolness. 
The  natives  are  coming  ont  to  service  in  increasing  numbers,  and  always 
listen  respectfnlly.  An  outward  reverence  and  decorum,  at  least,  mark 
the  listeners.     Dr.  Dalzell  reports  as  follows  : — 

*^ Institutions  and  Schools. — The  school  is  heing  attended  with  great  regularity, 
and  the  progress  made  is  thoroughly  satisfactory.  Our  hymns  (some  of  them 
translations  of  those  sung  by  Mr.  San  key,  and  song  to  his  music)  are  being  song 
all  around  us  in  the  location  ;  and  thus  the  seed  of  the  Word  is  being  sown — in 
tears,  it  is  true, — but  we  trust  some  one,  if  not  ourselves,  will  reap  the  sheaves 
with  joy. 

*^  Medical  Mission, — Our  influence  in  this  department  seems  to  be  extending. 
While  the  advice  is  given  gratis,  we  generally  ask  and  receive  some  small  charge 
for  the  medicines,  with  the  intention  of  making  this  department  self-sustaining, 
The  enormous  charges  of  the  wholesale  druggists  here — being  from  three  to  six 
times  the  home  wholesale  prices-^make  this  rather  a  difficult  matter.  If  some 
kind  friend  would  send  £20  worth  of  good  common  medicine  ont  to  us  (and  any 
respectable  wholesale  druggist  would  gladly  and  wisely  execute  such  an  order) 
they  would  enable  us  to  lay  past  our  medicine  money  till  it  had  accumulated 
sufficiently  to  warrant  us  in  sending  home  for  stock  to  replenish. 

"  I  need  hardly  say  that  Medical  Mission  work  among  natives  has  its  own 
peculiar  difficulties,  arising  from  (a.)  their  customs ;  (6.)  their  ignorance  ;  and  (r.) 
their  food  habits. 

"The  AgrkuUural  Department  is  under  the  management  of  Mr.  George 
Campbell,  whose  diligence,  skill,  and  care  are  equally  a  source  of  pleasure  and 
satisfaction  to  myself,  as  a  powerful  lesson  to  the  natives.  He  has  iJl  the  young 
men  under  his  charge  with  him  in  his  room  every  day  before  or  after  dinner 
for  reading  of  the  New  Testament  (in  Zulu)  and  prayer. 

*'  In  the  Carpentry  Department  Mr.  Charles  Black  has  not  succeeded  yet  in 
getting  any  apprentices.  Natives  are  very  much  afraid  of  being  bound  for  any 
length  of  time,  and  most  of  them  think  they  have  wrought  long  enou^  when 
they  have  served  for  six  months. 

"  EvangelisUe  operations  are  being  carried  on  as  vigorously  as,  under  the  eircam- 
stances,  is  possible,  by  all  the  members  of  the  Mission  stafit  Building  operations, 
farm-work  (and  many  other  equaUy  important  matters),  interfere  sadly,  bat  in 
spite  of  all,  every  Sabbath  the  Word  is  read,  the  Gospd  is  preached,  and  hymns 
of  praise  are  sung  with  stout  and  willing  hearts  in  many  a  kraal  (hamlet)  for 
miles  all  round.     Some  of  our  natives  go  out  and  assist  in  this  work." 

STRIA. 

Regarding  Mission  work,  Mr.  Bae  reports  as  follows : — 

*' Sabbath  services  are  regularly  held  in  Schweir,  conducted  by  a  native 
assistant,  with  an  attendance  varying  from  35  to  about  75,  besides  children.  The 
sacrament  of  the  Lord^s  Supper  was  administered  in  August,  when  two  young 
men  were  admitted  to  the  Lord's  table  for  the  first  time,  and  many  others  are  at 
present  applying  for  admission.  There  is  a  weekly  prayer-meeting,  with  an 
attendance  of  12  to  31.  There  is  a  service  on  alternate  Sabbaths  at  Ras-el-Metn, 
where  there  is  frequently  an  attendance  of  30,  and  at  Hammanah,  where  three 
families  at  least  attend  regularly.  There  is  a  service  weekly  at  Aleih,  conducted 
by  the  teacher,  and  new  services  have  also  been  begun  at  Arraya.  Sabbath- 
schools  are  conducted  in  many  of  the  villages." 

Mr.  Rae  has  been  cheered  by  other  tokens  of  progress,  such  as  the 
formation  of  a  Young  Meh's  Christian  Association,  and  a  spontaneous 
contribution  for  Jewish  and  Foreign  Missions  from  the  small  Native 
Christian  community. 
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CONCLUSION. 

As  already  stated,  one  great  sorrow  which  we  have  had  is  the  death  of 
the  venerable  Dr.  Wilson  ;  but  we  know  that  the  fathers  of  the  Church 
abroad,  like  the  fathers  of  the  Church  at  home,  however  earnestly  we  may 
wish  to  detain  them,  must  successively  pass  away ;  and  we  are  bound  to 
bless  the  Lord  for  the  great  work  which  Dr.  Wilson  performed,  and  for  the 
high  example  which  he  has  left  as  a  precious  heritage  behind  him. 

Our  only  other  sorrow  is  that,  when  we  were  most  anxious  to  send 
forth  several  missionaries  to  the  sorely  toiling  brethren  in  Madras  and 
Bombay,  we  were  unable  to  do  so.  The  pain  is  lessened  by  the  prospect 
of  three  highly  qualified  men  going  forth  before  the  close  of  the  year ; 
still  the  deficiency  in  the  supply  of  suitable  missionaries  ought  to  lead 
the  Church  to  humble  herself  deeply  in  the  sight  of  Grod. 

At  the  various  stations,  it  will  be  seen  that  a  very  large  amount 
of  faithful  and  earnest  work  has  been  done.  The  missionaries  clearly  see 
the  difiBculties  of  their  position ;  but  there  is  no  trace  of  faint-heartedness, 
no  symptom  of  flagging  zeal.  And  there  is  very  much  to  uphold  their 
hearts  and  ours.     For  example  : — 

The  enlarged  platform  of  our  Madras  College  will  henceforth  enable  the 
various  Missions  of  Southern  India  to  carry  on  that  higher  Christian 
Education  on  which  so  much  of  India's  future  Weal  depends,  with  fresh 
ardour  and  efficiency. 

While  we  are  assured  that  there  is  no  kind  of  effort  on  behalf  of  India 
more  imperatively  needful  than  this,  which  bears  directly  on  those 
educated  Hindns  whose  influence  will  be  immense  for  good  or  evil, 
according  to  their  training,  we  have  at  the  same  time  taken  our  share 
in  work  on  behalf  of  the  aboriginal  races;  and  we  have  enlarged 
especially  our  Santal  mission,  which,  although  young,  is  full  of  promise. 

Among  what  may  be  called  the  seml-Hinduized  aborigines,  we  have 
also  been  cheered  by  tokens  of  Divine  favour.  Mr.  Narayan  Sheshadri 
has  received  much  encouragement  in  his  labours  among  the  Mangs  in  and 
around  Jalna. 

The  fact  of  two  of  our  native  Christian  teachers  having  been  licensed 
by  the  Presbytery  of  Calcutta,  and  of  a  catechist  being  under  trial  for 
licence  with  a  view  to  ordination  by  the  same  Presbytery,  is  matter  for 
special  congratulation. 

Next  turning  to  Africa :  we  want  words  rightly  to  express  our  grati- 
tude to  God  for  the  blessing  which,  from  first  to  last,  has  rested  on  the 
Lake  Nyassa  Mission.  The  heart  of  Scotland  has  been  deeply  stirred, 
and  sympathy  for  unhappy  Africa  will  doubtless  still  increase. 

At  Lovedale  we  witness  the  same  wise  plans,  energetic  action,  and 
steady  progress  which  have  for  years  past  characterised  the  station. 
The  ordination  of  a  Native  pastor  is  au  encouraging  step  in  advance. 
New  efforts  have  been  put  forth  in  the  Transkei  territory.  The  Gordon 
Memorial  Mission  has  taken  a  fresh  start.  Education  in  Natal  steadily 
advances.     All  work  seems  to  yield  speedy  fruit  in  Africa. 

Even  those  who  estimate  the  good  effected  through  Missionary  agency 
simply  according  to  the  number  of  the  baptised  will  see  that  the  results 
have  been  very  encouraging.  Those  who  look  deeper  will  be  still  more 
thankful. 
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We  must  not  omit  to  say  that  the  liherality  of  the  Chnrch  in  snstain- 
iug  oar  foreign  enterprises  has,  in  a  comparative  point  of  view,  been  ex- 
ceedingly cheering.  Oar  ordinary  income  is  rather  above  its  nsoal 
amount ;  while  the  large  snm  subscribed  for  the  MissioQ  to  Lake  Nyassa 
has  been  a  clear  addition  to  the  general  revenue. 

These  things,  then,  we  record  with  heartfelt  thankfulness  to  Him  who 
has  been  pleased  thus  signally  to  bless  our  weak  endeavours ;  and  we 
pray  that  He  may  enlarge  the  heart  of  the  Church  to  run  in  the  way  of 
His  commandments — ever  earnestly  following  on  when  He  Himself  is 
"  the  breaker-up  of  our  way." 

Finally,  for  several  years  the  Commission  have  earnestly  recommended 
ministers  and  congregations  to  take  part  in  a  special  union  for  prayer, 
which  Christians  of  all  denominations  have  agreed  to  hold  on  the  30th  of 
November.  The  Committee  venture  to  submit  to  the  Assembly  that  the 
interests  of  our  people  would  be  more  awakened  by  the  Assembly  recom- 
mending to  the  ministers  and  congregations  to  take  part  in  the  movement, 
and  instructing  ministers  and  office-bearers  to  make  such  arrangements  as 
will  secure  the  carrying  out  of  the  important  object  in  the  best  possible 
way. 

In  name  of  the  Committee, 

ALEXANDER  DUFF,  Convener. 
J.  MURBAT  MITCHELL,  Secretary, 


APPEIfDIX. 


No.  I. 
Extract  Minute  relative  to  Rev.  Db.  John  Wilson,  Bombay. 

The  Convener  having  alluded  in  feeling  terms  to  the  death  on  the  1st  December 
of  their  veteran  Missionary,  Dr.  John  Wilson  of  Bombay,  and  to  the  great  loss 
thereby  snstained,  not  only  by  this  Committee  and  the  Missions  with  which  they 
are  more  immediately  connected,  but  also  by  all  Missionary  bodies  in  India,  it 
was  agreed  to  place  on  record  the  following  statement  expressive  of  the  estima- 
tion in  which  they  held  his  distinguished  services. 

Appointed  in  1828  by  the  Scottish  Missionary  Society  to  their  Mission  in 
Western  India,  Dr.  Wilson,  after  a  few  months'  residence  in  the  Southern  Konkan, 
settled  in  Bombay  towards  the  latter  end  of  1829,  and  henceforth  that  city  was 
the  scene  of  labours  of  the  most  multifarious  and  important  character. 

From  the  first  Dr.  Wilson  took  a  deep  interest  in  the  youth  of  India,  planting 
schools  for  both  sexes  according  as  he  found  means  and  facilities  for  so  doing, 
and  in  due  time  commencing  single-handed  an  Institution  for  the  higher  educa- 
tion on  the  model  of  the  one  which  had  been  a  few  years  before  so  successfully 
established  l^  Dr.  Duff  at  Calcutta. 

In  itinerating  work  too,  Dr.  Wilson  for  many  years  systematically  spent  a  oon- 
siderable  portion  of  time,  and  in  this  way  much  precious  seed  was  scattered  in 
the  suiTounding  district,  and  even  in  distant  parts  of  the  country,  especially  in 
quarters  to  which  others  had  not  such  ready  access. 

Having  early  acquired  a  knowledge  of  several  Oriental  languages,  Dr.  Wilson 
was  incessant  in  his  efforts  to  commend  the  Christian  faith  to  the  various  races 
and  creeds  in  Western  India.  In  addresses,  lectures,  discussions,  publications, 
and  otherwise,  he  pressed  its  claims  on  their  attention,  and  by  such  means,  as 
well  as  by  his  extensive  learning,  vast  and  varied  stores  of  information,  and  his 
knowledge  of  the  beliefs  and  customs  of  the  natives,  he  established  an  influence 
which  was  felt  and  acknowledged  by  aU,  even  the  highest ;  by  his  numerous  and 
valuable  publications,  especially  some  of  them,  involving  much  learned  research, 
he  has  rendered  important  services  to  the  cause  of  Christian  truth  in  India. 

In  connection  with  the  establishment  of  the  University  of  Bombay,  Dr.  Wilson 
took  a  deep  interest,  and  rendered  most  valuable  aid,  the  University  marking  its 
appreciation  of  his  services  by  appointing  him  some  years  afterwards  to  the  office 
of  Vice-Chancellor.  ^^ 

In  the  removal  of  Dr.  Wilson  the  Committee  feel  they  have  to  mourn  the  loss 
of  DO  ordinary  man.  The  services  he  rendered  as  a  scholar  and  devoted  Christian 
Missionary  for  well-nigh  half  a  century  were  quite  peculiar  and  altogether  invalu' 
able,  while  his  consistency  of  character,  unobtrusive  piety,  practical  sagacity, 
uniformly  kind  and  obliging  disposition,  combined  to  draw  forth  from  all  classes. 
Native  as  well  as  European,  heathen  as  well  as  Christian,  the  strongest  feelings  of 
affectioDate  regard  and  veneration. 

The  Committee  warmly  sympathise  with  the  relatives  of  their  late  venerated 
missionary,  in  the  stroke  which  has  taken  from  them  one  so  justly  beloved. 
They  also  record  their  unfeigned  sympathy  for  the  missionary  brethren  in  Western 
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India,  who  are  thus  deprived  of  his  coansel  and  large  experience,  and  for  the 
Native  church  in  Bombay,  over  whose  interests  Dr.  Wilson  watched  from  the 
first  with  paternal  solicitude.  And  while  bowing  submissively  to  the  Lord's 
w^ill,  and  acknowledging  with  gratitude  His  goodness  in  sparing  His  servant  for 
so  many  years,  and  enabling  him  to  accomplish  so  much,  they  would  at  the  same 
time  express  the  hope  that  others  like-minded  may  be  raised  up  to  carry  forward 
the  work  that  lay  so  near  his  heart. 

Extract  Minute  relativx  to  the  Rev.  Wm.  Govax. 

The  Convener  alluded  in  suitable  terms  to  the  Rev.  Wm.  Giovan,  who  died  at 
Dunoon  on  the  4th  November.  Mr.  Govan  was  sent  out  in  1840  by  the  Glas- 
gow Missionary  Society  to  establish  the  Lovedale  Institution  (which  was  taken 
up  by  this  Committee  a  few  years  later,  along  with  the  mission  of  which  it  formed 
a  part) ;  and  returned  finally  to  this  country  in  1870  after  nearly  thirty  years' 
labour. 

The  Committee  anew  record  their  high  appreciation  of  the  services  rendered 
by  Mr.  Govan  to  the  cause  of  South  African  enlightenment  daring  that 
lengthened  period.  They  remember  with  gratitude  his  indefatigable  and  suooess- 
f  ul  efforts  towards  placing  the  Institution,  with  which  his  name  is  inseparably 
identified,  on  a  satisfactory  footing,  which  efforts  were  the  more  praiseworthy  in 
view  of  the  many  and  formidable  difficulties  he  had  to  contend  with  in  the  earlier 
years  of  its  history.  They  recall  also  with  much  satisfaction  the  steady  per- 
severance, sound  judgment,  courteous  manners,  and  unaffected  humility  which 
characterised  their  deceased  friend,  and  which  secured  for  him  the  respect  and 
affection  of  Europeans  and  Natives  ab'ke. 

The  Committee  direct  that  a  copy  of  this  minute  be  transmitted  to  Mrs.  Govsa, 
with  an  expression  of  their  cordial  sympathy  with  her  in  the  bereavement  with 
which  it  has  pleased  their  heavenly  Father  to  visit  her. 


No.  II. 
FINANCIAL  STATEMENTS. 

L — General  Fund. 

Income  and  Expenditure  for  1875-76. 

INCOMK 

1.  Balance  of  last  Account,  ending  31st  March 

1875. £2,141     3    4 

2.  Associations, 11,966     1     9 

3.  Congregational  Collections,                    .  1,0131611 

4.  Donations, 1,102     5    2 

5.  Do.,         specially  destined,  .        .  647  18    9 

6.  Legacies 6,137  3  6 

7.  Juvenile  Offerings, 435  3  1 

8.  Interest  on  Investments 728  9  8 

9.  Bank  Interest, 19  2  2 

: £24,191    4    4 
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EXPENDITURE. 
L— INDIA. 

L   BSKGAL — 

Salaries  of  European  MissioDaries,        £2,194  19    2 

Do.         Native  do.,  721  18    0 

Grant  to  Institution,  .        .  240    0    0 


£3,156  17     2 
Less  Exchange,         313    4  10 


IL  Bombay — 

Salaries  of  European  Missionaries,  £1,577  5  0 

Do.         Native           do.,  1,065  19  4 

Grant  to  Institution,      .        •        .  250  0  0 


£2,893    4    4 
Less  Exchange,         149  13     3 


IIL   PUKA— 

Salaries  of  European  Missionaries,  .  £619  10  0 

Allowance  to  retired  Missionary,    .  100    0  0 

Grant  to  Institution,      .         .  250    0  0 

Scholarships,          ....  12    0  0 


£981  10     0 
Less  Exchange,  10     5    6 


IV.  Madras — 

Salaries  of  European  Missionaries,  .      £2,677  18     9 
Do.  Native  do.,  622     0     0 

Allowance  to  Missionary's  Widow,  81     0    0 

Grant  to  Institution,  .  500    0    0 

Grant  towards  Salary  of  Medical 

Missionary,    ....  100    0    0 

Repairs  on  Mission  House  (to  be 

repaid  from  Mission  Building 

Fund),   .        ...         .        .  40    0    0 


£3,920  18     9 
Less  Exchange,  .      1}4  14    3 


V.  Obhtral  India — 

Salaries  of  European  Missionaries,  .      £1,278    4    8 
Do.         Native,  do.,     .        .  145  16    0 

Repayment  of  Contributions  for  sup- 
port of  Orphans,  Taxes,  etc.,  86  12     1 

Cost  of  additional  accommodation  in 
Institution,  and  Repairs  (to  be  re- 
paidfrom  Mission  Building  Fund),  167     0    0 


£1,677  12     9 
Less  Exchange,  36  17    4 


£2,843  12    4 


2,743  11     1 


971     4     6 


3,806    4    6 


1,640  15     5 


Carryforward,  £12,005     7  10 
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Brought  forward,        .  £12,005     7  10 

IL  AFRICA. 

I.  Eaffraria — 

Salaries  of  European  Miasionaries 

and  teachers,       ....      £2,792     9    0 
Salaries  of  Native  Agents,  and  repay- 
ment of  Contributions  specially 
destined, 


IL  Natal — 


Salaries  of  European  Missionaries, 
Expenses  of  Impolweni  Station, 


116 

0 

0 

£341 
68 

5 

7 

0 
8 

£2,908     9    0 


120    0    0 


2.  Bombay — Rev.  J.  Small — 

Passage  out,  .    £68    0    0 

Do.  Outfit  and  expenses,  20    0    0 


88    0    0 

3.  Puna — Mrs.  Beaumont — Passage  home 

and  out  (to  be  repaid),     .        .  92    8    0 

4.  Madras — ^Rey.  G.  M.  Rae — Passage 

home, 72    0    0 

Rev.    A,   Venkataramiah — half   of 

Expenses  to  Bangalore,   .  12    0    0 

5.  Nagpore — Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dalaiel — 

Passage  out,    .  114  10    0 

Do.    Mr.  J.  CClubb— Passage  out,  57    2     1 

Do.    Rev.  J.  G.  Cooper — ^Evange- 
listic Tour,    ...  18    0    0 

6.  KaAvria— Rev.  J.  Macdonald— 

Passage  out,   .  £51  10    6 

Outfit,    .        •  30    0    0 


81  10  6 

Rev.  R.  RoM->TrayeIling  Expenses^              4  10  0 

V.  Special  Grant»~ 

For  Oatechist  at  Penang,                          £20  0  0 
Dr.  Dalaell  for  Abyssinian  Pumps  for 

Gordon  Missiofn,                       •            50  0  0 


409  12    8 


III.  Syria— 

Salaiy  of  European  Missionary — Five  Quarters,  312  10    0 

IV.    TrAVELLTKO  expenses  and  0X7TFIT  OF  MISSIONARIES — 

1.  Bengal — Rev.A«Templeton,M.D. — 

Expenses  out,      ....  £30    0    0 

Dr.  J.  A.  Dyer — Expenses 

out,     •        .  £30    0    0 

Do.,  Outfit,  .   30    0    0 

Do.,  Medicines 

and  Instruments,    60    0    0 


690    0    7 


70    0    0 


VL  Allowanoe  for  teaching  English  and 
Latin  Classes  of  young  men  preparing 
for  Misnon  Work, 45  16    6 

VIL  Allowance  to  retired  missionary  in  the 

■ervioeof  the  Committee  (now  deceased),        50    0    0 


Cany  forward,         £50    0    0  £1^441  16    7 


Till.                                                FINANCUL  gTATEMENTS.  47 

Brought  forward,  £50    0    0   £16,441  16     7 

Special  grant  to  fund  for  behoof  of  Widow 

and  Family  of  Do.,      .        .  100    0    0 

150    0    0 

VIIL  Investment  of  Legacy  by  the  late  John  Robertson,  Esq.,  4,500    0    0 

IX.  Contributions  speciaUy  destined, 197     8     2 

X.  General  Charges — 

Proportion  of  Assembly  expenses,  .         .       £239  16    4 
Do.  General  expenses,      .  100    0    0 

339  16     4 

XI.  Missionary  Records  for  Stations,  etc.,      ....  46     8     6 
Xn.  Printing  Report^  Quarterly  Papers,  Missionary  Notices,  etc.,       296  19  11 

XIII.  Collecting-Books  and  Stationery, 40  14    0 

XIV.  Office  Expenses,  including  Salaries  of  Secretaries,  Clerk, 

Postages,  etc., 820    0    0 

XY.  Expenses  of  yisiting  Congregations, 9    5    6 

XVL       Do.       of  Members  of  Committee  attending  Meetings,  .  39  12    0 

XVIL  Balance  in  favour  of  General  Fund  at  3l8t  March  1876,  .  1,309    3    4 

£24,191     4    4 


II. — ^LlVUrGBTONIA  MiasiON. 

Charge, 

Balance  of  last  Account  ending  Slst  March  1875,       .  £952  9  7 

Subscriptions  during  the  year, 8498  16  0 

£9451  5  7 

Diacliarge, 

Salaries  of  Missionaries, «...  £812  16  8 

Allowances  for  Outfit, 124  0  0 

Passages  to  Algoa  Bay 219  9  0 

Stores  for  the  Mission, 1116  10 

Steam  Launch  (further  payment),  and  2  Teak  Boats,  1224  3  9 
Freight  and  Insurance  of  Boats  and  Stores,  and  cost  of  Sehooner 

to  month  of  Zambesi, 1164  7  7 

Boohs  and  Maps, 49  18  6 

Preliminary  Expenses  in  this  country,  Printing,  Advertisiog,  etc.,  403  9  4 

Balance  in  favour  of  the  Fund  at  Slst  March  1876,  .        .  4339  19  9 


£9451     5    7 


III. — ^Mission  Building  Fund. 


Charge, 

Balance  in  favour  of  the  Fund  at  Slst  March  1875,  . 

Subscriptions  during  the  year, 

Interest  accrued,      •..•••• 


£9,361     9  2 

2,636  16  8 

600    2  U 

£12,598    8  9 
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Brought  forward,         £12,598     8     9 

Diseharffe, 

Bengal — Grant  for  repair  of  Bungalow  at  Pachamba,  £200    0  0 

Grant  for  new  Banaralow  at  Pachamba,  600    0  0 

Kafiraria — Further  Grant  for  Manse  at  Cunning- 
ham Station,         238  10  0 

Travelling  ezpenaes  in  connection  with  the  Fund,  8  16  0 

Sum  on  i>epO0i<  in  Bank  of  Scotland,           .  4000    0  0 

6,047    6    0 

Balance  in  favour  of  the  Fund  at  Slat  March  1876,  .        .  .        7,551     2    9 


£12,598    8     9 


TV. — MnsioNARRs'  Widows'  and  Orphans'  Fund. 

Cfhatye, 

Bahmce  in  favour  of  the  Fund  at  Slat  March  1875,    .        .              £3,386  3  11 

Donations  during  the  Year, 42  5     1 

Interest  on  Investments, 315  17  11 

Sums  invested  paid  up  and  re-invested, 1,700  0    0 


£5,444    6  11 


Discharge. 


Annuities  to  Widows  and  Children  of  Missionaries,  £304    0    0 

AdvertLsing, 4    0    0 

Sums  invested, 5000    0    0 

5,308     0    0 

Balance  in  favour  of  the  Fund  at  Slst  March  1876,    .        .        .  136    6  11 

£5,444    6  11 


,V. — Invalid  Missionariks'  Fund. 

Balance  in  favour  of  the  Fund  at  3l8t  March  1875,      .         .        .  £324    4  3 

Interest  on  Investments, 27  15  4 

Do.     on  Bank  Account, 4  17  2 


£356  16     9 


No.  TIL 
Statibtios  of  the  Mission  in  Bengal  vor  1875. 

1. — Principal  and  Branch  Stations. 

Calcutta,  Chinsubah,  Bansbaria,  Culna,  Mahanad,  Fachamba  ;  Damashin, 
Shonatigri,  Polba,  Tribeni,  Balun,  Pontba,  Satgatchi,  Nebpara,  Lakhan|«ra, 
Charakdanga,  Pennon,  Sharcha,  and  Khanyan, 
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2. — CHKiarnAK  Aoknct. 

CALCinTA« — Ordained  European  Missionaries, — William  C.  Fyfe  ;    K.  S.  M«c- 
donald,  M.  A. ;  James  Robertson,  M.A. ;  John  Hector,  M.A. 
European  Professor  qf  JUathematics. — Martin  Mowat,  M.A« 
Pastor  qf  NoHve  Church — Guru  Das  Maitra. 
East  Indian  Teacher. — James  Sander. 

Ifatioe  Professors, — Kalicharan  Baoerji,  M.A«,  B.L.,  Umesh  Chandra  ChaterjL 
Teachers  in  School  Department, — Govinda  Chandra  Das,  A.  C.  Chaterji,  Govinda 
Das  Maitra. 

Female  Teachers — 

Orphandge  and  Normal  School — Superintendent,  Miss  Griffin  ;  Mrs.  Wince, 
Mrs.  K.  Ghosh,  Miss  P.  Basu. 

Dr,  Dvffs  Hindu  OirW  School — Miss  Kamini  Seal. 

Zenana  Agency, — Miss  Falkner,  Miss  Hubbard,  Miss  T.  M.  Raya. 
NaUve  Scripture-Readers  and  Evangelists. — Hajji  Khan,  Knrban  Ali 

Chtvstjrah. — Ordained  Naiive  Missionary, — ^Prasanna  Kumar  Chaterji. 
Licensed  Native  Preacher, — Keder  Nath  De. 

BivsBABiA. — Native  Teacher. — Prasanna  Kumar  BanerjL 

CuLNA. — Licensed  Native  Preacher. — Baikantha  Nath  De. 
NaUve  Teacher, — ^Madhu  Sudan  Raya. 

Mahakad. — Ordained  NaJtvoe  Missionary. — Jagadishwar  Bhattacharyy& 
Native  Teachers. — Mahendra  Nath  Chaterji,  Puma  Chandra  Basu. 
Inspectors  of  Vemacvlar  Schools, — Ramji  Sing,  Abraham  Biswas,  Hera  Lai 

Das. 
Scnpture-ReadeTs, — Kailas  Chandra  Baneiji,  Madhusudan  Sirkar. 

Pachamba. — OrdoMied  Medicai  Missionary. — Arch.  Templeton,  M.D. 
Medical  Missionary. — James  A.  Dyer,  M.B.,  CM. 
Lay  Superintendent. — ^Andrew  CampbelL 
Lay  Evangelist. — John  Ewen. 

Native  Teachers. — Daniel  Das,  S.  Sauna^  Timothy  Madhu  Sarkar,  T.  Raya, 
N.  D.  Nunah,  E.  Hindu,  J.  Sudo. 

¥ 

Non-Christian  Teachers. — 84. 
Student/or  the  Ministry, — 1. 


3. — Native  Churches. 

Number  in  full  Communion,       ..... 
Baptised  Adherents — Adults,  92  ;  Children,  104, 
Admitted  on  profession  since  the  commencement  of  the  jblission, 
Adults  baptised  in  1875,  .  ,  .  ,  . 

Children  baptised  in  1875,  ..... 

Deaths — 2  Adults  and  3  Children,  .... 

Marriages,  ....... 

4. — InSTITTTTIONS  and  SCHOOUI 


180 

196 

290 

25 

14 

5 

4 


Anglo<Vemacular  Schools  for  Males,       6  ;  Scholars  on  Roll,  .            .         1430 

Do.                 do.             Females,    1  ;        do.,         •  70 

Vernacular               do.            Males,     37 ;        do.,  .1 140 

Do.                       do.             Females,  12 ;        do.,         .  .           430 

Total  Scholars  on  Roll  (Monthly  average),  ....         3070 

Total  number  enrolled  during  the  year,  including  both  old  and  new  scholars,    3716 

Number  of  the  above  who  are  Undergraduates  of  the  University,  .  128 

8  D 


yj                                            EZPCttT  OT  rOC££i?T  K33»:'?ia-  Tin. 

fr^kT^mt-m^At  Gmtt»-nL-^l,           .....  £13M  14  10 

-•cb>a  F«a,         .......  30qO    9    9 

tf'or  «>si«rskl  Work  of  t^  Ifiaiiii^a,             .             .                           .  744  15    0 

Fc*  arapport  of  C-oftTcrfii,               .             .             .  3280 

For  Fenuhle  Sift^x^         .             .             .             .             .             .  213    5  II 

hj  Xacrre  Caordiea,  for  support  oc  Oriiaaacc%                .             .  103  17    0 


10    6 


6. — OtTnLomojfs  afast  vsom  Pathzsts  ntox  thx  0>] 
Onurt  from  Constiaji  Vernacular  EdacafiioH  Sodetjr,  .  .      £25    0    0 


XalV. 
STATianca  OF  TBS  Bombay  Misso3(  tx>k  1S75. 

1. — STATI05S. — Bombaj,  Mahabaleshwar,  Golvad  (^ortlieni  Koakaa)  AHba^ 

2. — Crmjstuls  Ackxct. 

Or*la}Md  E*iroj>*,an  Jtimionaries. — John.  WOaon,  D.D.,  F.B.S.  (died  Ist  December 

1875);    Eichard  Stothert,  3LA. ;  John  Small;  Dngald  MaHrirhan,  M.A^ 

BuD, 
OrfUun^  Xatire  Missionaiy, — Dhanjibhii  Nanrojl  (at  Pima  dsraig  the  ytu), 
Lir^wwl  Satict  Preacher. — Gaopatrao  B.  Xaralkar. 
yative  AvMtant  ProfeM^r  of  Mathematies  amd  Pkyskal  Sdaux, — P.  D.  Kandab- 

raby  LuC.E.,  succeeded  by  X.  V.  Khota. 
European  Female  Teaeher$. — Miss  C.  Brown,  socoeeded  by  Miss  M*Bitdiie ;  Mn. 

Baird. 
JmlO'Pf/riugmit  and  Armenian  Teacher*. — John  Aratnn  ;  L.  S.  de  Bngania. 
lndo-Portui;wM  and  Armenian  Female  Teachers. — Felice  ;  Rath. 
Xniive  Male  Teachers. — ^Digambaa ;  Anaji  Ansa  ;  Balwant  Bas. 
Nalite Female  Teachers. — Mrs.  Bapn  Mazda;  Yithnbai ;  Mary ;  Anniebai ;  MainaUi 
Xative  Catechisls. — Bapu  Mazda  (Bombay) ;  David Manaji  Sara;  Lazarus  Abraham; 

Deva  Ratna  (Mahabaleshwar). 
Portuguese  Cateehist. — Mr.  Barretto  (Alibag). 
Non-Chrislian  Teaelters, — 2. 


82 

b5 

240 

1 


3. — Native  (Tuurcu. 
In  fall  Ck>mmiuiion,  ...... 

Baptised  Adherents,  not  Ck>mmunicant8 — Adnlts,  15 ;  Children,  70, 
Admitted  on  profession  since  coMmencement  of  the  Mission, 
Adults  baptised  in  1875,  ..... 

Children  baptised  in  1875,  .... 

Admitted  by  certificate  from  other  Churches  in  1875, 
Bemoved  to  other  Churches  or  Stations'  in  1875,  . 
Excluded  or  Suspended  from  Church  privileges  in  1875,  . 
Deaths — Adults,  5 ;  Children,  7, 
Marriages,  ...... 

4. — Institutions  and  Schools. 

Anglo- Vernacular  Schools  for  Alales,  1  ;  Scholars  on  Roll,  .  .        3*2! 

Do.                     do. '           Females,  2 ;               do.,  .  .4^ 

Veniacular               do.            Males,  3;              do.,  .  11  <^ 

Do.                     do.             Females,  4 ;               do.,  20S 

Total  Scholars  on  Roll  (Monthly  Average),  .  .  .         6M 

Total  Scholars  enrolled  during  1875,  .  .        $27 

Undergraduates  of  the  University,  .....  i>6 


12 
3 
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5. — Ck)2fTRIBVTBD  IN  InDIA. 

Auxiliary  MiBuonary  Society,  . 

Dr.  Wilson's  School  on  Malabar  Hill, 

School  and  Catechist  at  Mahabaleshwar, . 

For  Boarding  School  (including  Fees  £18,  58.,  £37,  16s 

work,' and  £30  for  repairs),  . 
Endowed  School, ..... 
Govemmeiits  Grants, 

School  Fees,         ..... 
General  Work  of  the  Mission, 
For  Female  Schools,         .... 
For  Female  Beni-lsrael  Schools,   . 
By  Native  Church,  for  Support  of  Gospel  Ministiy, 


9d.  for 


£121  10  0 

SO  18  0 

49    4  0 

180    5  3 

80    0  0 

147    4  0 

183    0  0 

89     0  0 

102     3  6 

12    0  0 

23    5  0 

£557     2  6 


6. — Contributions  from  Europb. 

(Apart  from  Payments  from  the  Committee  and  Ladies'  Society,) 

Bazaar  Box,  sent  to  Miss  Brown,  valued  at  .  .  . 

Bazaar  Box  for  Girls'  Schools,        ..... 
For  Orphans,  ....... 


£35 

0 

0 

30 

0 

0 

26 

8 

0 

£91 

8 

0 

Na  V. 

Statistics  of  Mission  at  Puna  for  1875. 

1. — Christian  Aoenct. 

Ordained  European  MiMsUmary. — J.  S.  Beaumont,  M.A. 

Ordained  Native  Missionary, — Dhanjibhai  Nauroji. 

European  Teacher. — ^Mr.  Nimmo. 

East  India  Teachers, — ^Mr.  de  Cnivy ;  Female  do.,  Mrs.,  Miss,  and  Miss  Rosina 

Millar. 
Native  Male  Teacher, — David  Mulhari  Madheras. 
Nalive  Female   Teachers. — Elizabeth,  Christina,  Mary  Smith,  Mary  Rozario, 

Anu,  Bhuri,  Hosie. 
Native  Cateehists, — Maghoba,  Eeskar. 
Native  Colporteurs. — Yimaji,  Manaji,  Punaji,  Mahankale. 
School  Visiters, — Mrs.  Beaumont,  Miss  Abbott. 
BibU' Women, — Lizzie,  Gungabhai. 

Non-Christian  Teachers,  13. 
Students  for  the  Ministry,  2. 


2. — ^Native  Church. 

lu  full  Communion,       ..... 
Baptised  Adherents, — Adults,  14  ;  Chilclren,  29, 
Admitted  on  profession  since  commencement  of  the  Mission, 
Adults  baptised  in  1875,  .... 

Children  baptised  in  1875,         .... 
Excluded  or  suspended  from  Church  privileges. 
Deaths,  Adults,  7 ;  Children,  6,  ,  .  . 


83 

43 
202 

10 
6 
5 

13 
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3. — iNarnruTTON  and  Schools. 


Anglo-Vemacultt  Schools  for  Males,  2 

Do.  do.  Females,  1 

Vemaciilar  do.  Males,  2 

Do.  do.  Females,  3 


SclM>lAni  on  Roll, 

548 

do. 

38 

do. 

167 

do. 

245 

Total  Scholars  on  Roll, 


4.— CoNTBiBxrrED  IN  India. 


By  Native  Charch  for  support  of  Gospel  MiDistry,  etc., 

Government  Grants-in-aid, 

School  Fees,     . 

For  General  Work  of  the  Mission, 

Support  of  Female  Schools, 

Buildings, 


») 


ft 


998 


c, 

£17  18   0 

146    0   0 

121    1    6 

83    8    0 

124    8   0 

•                     • 

7  10   4 

£500    5  10 

6.~0DNTRiBnnoNs  rxcsiyzd  from  Britain. 
{Apart  from  payments /ram  Committee  and  LadM  Society), 


Proceeds  of  Bazaar  (boxes  from  Chelsea  and  Dublin),  . 
Other  Contributions,     .  .  ,  .  • 


£230    0    0 
4  10    0 

£234  10    6 


No.  VI. 

Jalna. 
1. — Branch  Stations. 


Akola,  Umrawati,  Bhosawal,  Jalgaum,  Ehamgaiun,  Shiganm;   Ont-StatioDi, 
— Alamgawa,  Rewagaum,  Rohan-Wadi,  Samaagawa,  Knrli,  Hatwan. 

2. — Christian  Agency. 

Ordained  Mieaionariee, — Narayan  Sheshadri,  Sidoba  Bapuji  Misal. 

Male  T^eocAera.— Dondiba  B.  Misal,  S.  Pawar,  W.  K.  Dehda»  Parashram  Hiirale 

Y.  Narayan. 
Ffdl  Cateehiste.—B.uaen  Mirya,  W.  R.  Barde,  R.  V.  Modak,  N.  V.  Lahassabadbe. 
Probationary  Catechiets.—^  P.  Bhossle  (Hatwan),  L.  K  Dhilpe  (Alamgawi),  J. 

B.  Lokhande  (Rewagawa),  D.  A.  Patole,  Joseph  P.  Nirmal,   (Senior),  S.  G. 

Nirmal,  Aho.  Shirgole. 
Native  Colporteur, — Paul  Jayaram  Ghode. 
BibU'Women, — Ramabai,  Bhunabai,  Betsy,  Raja  Rangabai,  Papalsi   Gitgabsi^ 

Chimnabai,  Dayabai,  Yemnabai. 
Students /or  Ministry,  6. 

Non-Christian  Teachers,  5. 


3. — Native  Church. 

In  full  Communion,         ....... 

Baptised  Adhereots,  not  Communicants — Adults,  160  ;  Children,  115, 
Admitted  on  profession  since  the  commencement  of  the  Mission, 
Adults  baptised  or  admitted  on  profession  in  1875,        , 


227 

275 

2M 
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Children  baptised  in  1875, 

Candidates  for  baptism  or  full  Communion, 

Deaths,— Adults,  2 ;  Children  2, 

Marriages,  ..... 

4. — Schools. 


12 

25 

4 

19 


Anglo- Vernacular  Schools  for  Males,  4 

Do.  do.  Females,  1 

Vernacular  do.  Males,  3 

Do.  do.  Females,  3 

Total  Scholars  on  Boll,  . 


Scholars  on  RoH, 
do. 
do. 
do. 


230 
20 
62 
39 

351 


In  addition,  there  are  nearly  700  Scholars  belonging  to  the  Christian  Vernacular 
Education  Society  under  the  superintendence  of  the  Mission. 

6. — Contributed  in  India. 

Government  Grants-in-aid, .         .....         £227  12  0 

School  Fees,         .                         .            .            .            .             .             12     5  1 

For  General  Work  of  the  Mission,           .      *      .            .             .           182     1  0 

For  Schools  for  Boys,                                            .            .             .            25     4  0 

By  Native  Churches  for  support  of  Gospel  Ministry,       .            .            20    0  0 


£467     2     1 


Indapur. 

1.  Out-Stations— Galand  Wadi  and  DeeksaL 

2.— Christian  Aoenot. 

Ordained  MisBumary. — ^Narayan  Sheshadri. 
Licensed  Preacher. — Lakhshuman  Bawaji  Mahatekan. 
NaHve  CateehisU, — Chandrabhan  Salve,  Jacob  Michael 
Natwe  Bible-  Wonukn. — ^Uma  Bai,  Ruth  Jaeobus. 
BtudewUfor  the  Ministry,  2. 

3. — Native  Church. 

In  full  Communion,        ••.... 

Baptised  Adherents,        ...... 

Admitted  on  profession  since  commencement  of  the  Mission, 
Adult  baptised  in  1875,  ..... 

Children  baptised  in  1875,  ..... 

Admitted  by  certificate  from  other  Churches  or  Stations  in  1875, 
Restored  to  Church  privileges  in  1875,  . 

Candidates  for  baptism  or  full  Communion,        .  .  • 

Marriage,  ....... 

4. — SCHOOUL 

Male  Scholars  on  Roll  in  Anglo- Vernacular  School, 
Female  Do.  do. 


5. — Contributed  in  India.. 

For  General  Work  of  the  Mission, 

For  School  Buildings,      .  •    *    I 

By  Native  Church  for  support  of  Gospel  Ministry, 


19 

34 

13 

1 

I 

5 

2 

12 

1 


9 
9 


18 


£72    0    0 

300    0    0 

17     4    0 


£389     4    0 


54 


BEPORT  ON  FOBBiaN  MISSIONS. 


vin. 


No.  VII.^ 

Statistics  ov  Naqpub  Mission  vob  1875. 
1.— Branch  Stations— Si tabaldi,  Itwari,  Kampti. 

2. — CHBnrriAN  Aosnct. 

Ordained  European  MieaUmariea, — John  G.  Cooper,  David  Whitton. 

European  Missionary  Teachers. — ^William  YooDg  (resigned  in  July),  John  Dalad, 

John  C.  Clubb  (joined  in  November). 
Naiive  Caiechist. — Pahad  Singh. 
Native  Missionary   Teachers. — Timoihy,   Anand  Singh,   Mark,  and   H.   Banerji 

(Nagpore) ;  Benjamin  and  J.  Gall  (Sitabaldi);  Eliaha  (Orphanage  from  Nov.), 

N.  Joseph,  Eliaha  (till  October),  Bamchom  (from  November),  and  Mohan  Lil 

(Kampti) ;  Cornelius  (Itwari). 
Native  Female  Teachers. — Maggie,  Anandi  Bai  (Nagpore)  ;  Virima,  Lizzie,  Maina 

(died  in  October),  and  Elizabeth  (Sitabaldi) ;  Elizabeth  (Kampti). 

Non-ChrisHan  Teachers. — 6. 


3. — ^Nativb  Cburckbs. 

In  full  Communion,  Nagpur  23,  Sitabaldi  61,  Kampti  58, 
Baptised  Adherents,  not  Communicants — ^Adults,  35  ;  Children,  136 
Afbnitted  on  profession  since  the  commencement  of  the  Mission, 
Adults  baptised  in  1875,  ..... 
Adults  admitted  on  profession  in  1875,  baptised  in  infancy, 
Children  baptised  in  1875,  .  ;  .  . 

Admitted  by  Certificate  from  other  Churches  in  1875» 
B«moYed  to  other  Churches  er  Stationa  do.. 

Excluded  from  Church  priTileges  doh, 

Candidates  for  Baptism,  ..... 
Deaths — Adult,  1 ;  Children,  2,  ... 

Marriages,  ...... 


143 

171 

205 

6 

9 

13 

13 

11 

2 

6 

3 

9 


4. — Institution  and  Schooia. 

Anglo- Vernacular  Schools  for  males,      4 ;  Scholars  on  Boll,        »  .385 

Do.  do.  jio.  Females,  1 ;  do.,  .  .  51 

Vernacular  do.  Females,  2;  do.,  .  .  56 

Total  Scholars  on  Boll  (Monthly  average),  •  •  .495 

Total  Number  of  Scholars  whose  names  were  on  the  School  Boli  during 

the  whole  year,  or  any  part  thereof,      .  .  .        !^7 

Number  of  the  above  who  are  Undergraduates  of  the  University,  »  6 


5.— Contributxd  nr  India. 

By  Native  Churches  for  support  of  Gospel  Ministry,  etc.. 

Government  Grants-in-Aid, 

Government  High  School  Scholarship, 

School  Fees,         .... 

For  support  of  Orphans, 

For  support  of  Schools  for  Boys, 

For  Buildings,      .... 


£6  5 
534  0 
148  16 
129  10 
5  3 
117    9 

14    3 


4 

0 
0 

7 
9 

0 
3 


^55    7  H 
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No.  VIII. 

Statistics  ov  Gond  Mission,  Central  Provinces,  for  1875. 

Station. — Chindwara. 

1. — Christian  Aoency. 

Ordained  European  MxBnonary,  — James  Dawson. 
Native  CaiechUt, — Samuel  Hardie. 

Non-Christian  Teachers. — 2. 

2, — ^Nativb  Church.  " 

In  full  commnnion,          .......  4 

Baptised  Adherents,  not  communicants— Adult,  1  ;  Children,  10,  11 

Admitted  on  profession  since  commencement  of  the  Mission,  18 

Removed  to  other  Stations  in  1875,          .....  6 

3. — MixKD  School. 
Vernacular  male  Scholars  on  Boll,  .....  55 

4. — Contributed  in  India. 

Oovemment  Grants-in-Aid,    .... 

School  Fees,  ...... 

For  support  of  Schools,  etc., 

For  Buildings,  ..... 


£12    0 

0 

1  18 

8 

5    4 

0 

1  10 

0 

£20  12    8 

No.  IX. 
Statistics  of  Madras  Mission  for  1375. 

1. — Christian  Aoenct. 

Madras. — Ordained  European  MissimMrif^ — William  Miller,  M.A;  William 
Stevenson,  M.A. ;  George  M.  Rae,  M.A. ;  Rev.  Charles  Cooper,  M.  A, 

Pastor  of  Nolvoe  Church, — P.  BajahgopaL 

OrdaAned  Native  Missionary. — ^A.  Venkataramiah. 

Licensed  Native  Preacher, — ^R.  M.  Baubu. 

European  Professor  of  Mathematics, — ^W.  Ross,  M.  A. 

European  Missionary  Teacher, — W.  Carslaw,  M.D.  (Europe,  transferred  to 
Lebanon). 

Superintendent  of  Female  Boarding-SchooL — Mrs.  Anderson. 

Etut  Indian  Teachers.— J oaeiih  Huffton  (Black  Town). 

Native  Male  Teachers. — (Central  Institution),  V.  T.  Paramasiven,  C.  Krish- 
nasawat|iy,  M.  C.  Muringasen,  P.  Parthasarady,  Paul  Peter  Pillai,  Ambrose, 
T.  Namasivoyen,  C.  Govindurajulu,  Samuel  Strenevasagem,  and  Antho- 
neappin.  (Black  Town  Branch  School),  J.  Zaocheus.  (Madras  Poor  School), 
Seeronemony  and  Thomas. 

Nature  Female  Teachers — (Female  Boarding  School),  Miss  Sarah  Govindurajulu, 
Mrs.  Soondmm,  Mrs.  Broster,  Harriet  Ettirajulu,  and  Mary  Peter.  (Black 
Town  School),  Mrs.  Narrainasawmy,  Mrs.  Ponumbalum,  Mrs.  Tinnarun- 
gam,  and  Ruth  Tinnarungam.  (Girls'  Day  School),  Samathanum,  Asnath, 
Marianne,  Annum,  Ruthnum,  Marion,  Harriet  Peter,  Hannah  Thomas, 
and  Ruth  Daisy.  (Zenana  Teachers),  Elizabeth  Gnanum,  and  Elizabeth 
Samuel.    (Balica  Patasala),  Jane  Colundavelu,  Esther  John,   and  Marion 
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Paul,  (Madras  Poor  School),  Mary  Dunlop,  Emily  Peters,'  and  Mary  baac, 
(Chetty  Girls'  School),  Mary  Campbell  and  Agnes  Savarimutboo.  (Zenana 
Teachers),  Mrs.  Theophilus,  and  Mrs.  Govindurajulu. 

Native  Catechists. — Shungu  Pillai,  Peter  2^hariah,  and  SamaeL 
Nellore.^ — Ordained  European  Missionary. — John  Macmillan,  M.A« 

Hast  Indian  Male  Teacher.— F.  T.  Ward. 

Native  Male  Teacher. — T.  Ragaviah.     i?'emafe.— Mrs.  Ragaviah. 

Native  Colporteur, — Hydatt  Ali. 
Chingleput. — Native  Male  Teacher. — Zynnl  Ahideen. 

Native  Female  Teacher. — Mrs.  Zynul  Abideen. 

East  Indian  Male  Teacher.— J.  Williamaon. 

Native  Catechist. — Appavn. 
CoNJEVSRAM. — Native  Catechist — E.  BAgavulu. 

Native  TeacTiers.^^amnel  Gabriel,  P.  Venkatanmgum. 

Native  Female  Teacher. — Mrs.  Venkatanmgum. 
TrivelloRe. — Native  Male  Teacher. — Samuel  Pillai. 
Wallajahbad. — Native  Caiechist. — ^Asirvathum. 

Non-Christiaoi  Teachers — 104. 


2. — Nativb  Church. 

Number  in  full  Communion,         ..... 
Baptised  Adherents,  not  Communicants — Adults,  24  ;  Children  86, 
Admitted  on  profession  since  commencement  of  the  Mission, 
Adults  Baptised  in  1875,  .  .  *  . 

Adults  admitted  on  profession  in  1875 — baptised  in  infancy. 
Children  baptised  in  1875,  .... 

Admitted  by  Certificate  from  other  Churches  in  1875,     . 
Removed  to  other  Churches  or  Stations  in  1875, 
Deaths — Adults,  2  ;  Children  3,  . 
Marriages,  •...•• 

3. — IHSTITUTION  AND  SCHOOLS. 

Anglo- Vernacular  Schools  for  Males,       7  ;  Scholars  on  Roll, 


Do.        do. 

do. 

Females,  1 ; 

do. 

Vernacular 

do. 

Males,      3 ; 

do. 

Do.        do. 

do. 

Females,  8; 

do. 

Total  number  of  Scholars  on  Roll  (Monthly  average). 

Total  number  of  Scholars  whose  names  were  on  the  School  Roll  during 

the  whole  year,  or  any  part  thereof. 
Number  of  the  above  who  are  Undergraduates  of  the  University, 

4. — Contributed  in  India. 

By  Native  Church  for  support  of  Gospel  Ministry,  etc., 

Government  Grants-in-Aid, 

School  Fees, 

For  General  Work  of  the  Mission, 

„  Schools  for  Boys, 

„  Female  Schools, 

,,  Buildings, 
Sundries,  .... 


125 

no 

216 

2 

8 

2 

7 

6 

5 

3 

« 

1817 

• 

55 

• 

181 

• 

968 

• 

• 

3021 

nng 

• 

4775 

a 

151 

£32 

0    8 

2519 

9    1 

2721 

4    4 

209 

16    0 

45 

0    0 

.52 

10    0 

162 

14  10 

106 

0    6 

£5848 

15     5 

5.— Contributions  rxgeivbd  '  frou  Britain,  ktc.   {apart  from 
PaijfmenUfrom  the  Committ^X  •  •  .  . 


£41     19  11 
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No.  X. 

Statistics  of  the  Kaffrarian  Missions  for  1875. 

1. — Christian  Aoekct. 

LovsDALE — Oat-stations,  Bnchanan,  Gaga,  Macfie,  Ely,  Sheshegn,  Beaufort  Boad. 

Ordamed  Millenaries. — J.  Stewart^  M.D.,  W.  J.  B.  Moir,  M.A.,  J.  Macdonald. 

Ordained  Native  Pastor. — Mpambani  J.  Mzimba. 

Licensed  Native  Preacher. — Elijah  Makiwane. 

European  Catechist. — James  Weir. 

European  Teachers  in  Institution. — Andrew  Smith,  M.A.,  John  A.  Bennie,  G. 
W.  Theai,  John  Dorrington. 

European  Female  Teachers. — Miss  M'Ritchie,  Miss  Kayser, 

Native  Teachers. — Dubula  Sihawn,  Shadrach  Bobi,  John  Msikinya,  Fani  Kanise, 
Sokoyi  Bnsakwe,  David  Msikinya,  Timothy  Mango,  Philip  Rozani. 

Native  Female  Teachers. — Margaret  Majisa,  Sanna  Mzimba,  Nomalobe  Kanise. 

Masters  of  Industrial  Departments. — Book  Department :  J.  W.  Wilson  ; — Book- 
binding do. :  Archibald  Fairlie ; — ^Carpenter^s  do. :  George  M'Gillivray  ; 
Waggon-making  and  BlacksmitVs  do.  :  Wm.  Ririe  and  Geo.  Robertson. 

PiRT£ — Out-stations,  viz.,  Knox,  Rankine,  Mure,  Blair  Helen,  and  Jafras. 
Orddmed  Missionaries. — John  Ross,  M.A.,  Bryce  Ross. 

Native  Teachers. — W.  Nsikana,  Jacob  Vena,  Stephen  Makubalo,  Wm.  Ntuli  ; 
Female  do.,  EUie  Meyile  and  Yiliwe  Mf  undi   (Day-Schools) ;  Elizabeth 
Hrusa,  Nosesi  Nqcumbe  (Sewing  Schools). 
Native  Scripture- Headers. — Pita  Q.  Qwela,  Jeremiah  Kqcakaza. 

RuRNSHHiL — Out-stations,   viz..   Wolf  River,   Emnyameni,   Falconer,   Amatole, 
Debe,  Jikelana,  Gxulu. 
Ordained  Missionary. — ^Donald  Macleod,  M.A. 

Native  Teachers. — Ross  Kota,  Jeremiah  Masingata,  Skepe,  John  Peteni. 
Native  Female  Teachers. — Antyi  Boyanda,  Leni  Booyi,  Martha  Kivit,  Leah 

Mzimba,  Sana  Mzimba,  Nomfazwe. 
Native  Seripture- Readers. — ^Ntibani  Mzimba,  Robert  Craig. 
Native  Colporteur, — Pram  Yani 

Macfarlan-^  Out-stations,  Kwezana,  Evergreen  : — 
Native  Teachers. — Andreis  Makuleni,  Nathaniel  Daniel,  Andrew  Kunene. 

CuNKiNOHAM    (Transkei    Territory) — Out-stations,    Kdakana,     Bawa,    Springs, 

Tzolo,  Kidston,  Laing,  Crovan. 
Ordained  Missionary. — Richard  Ross. 
Native  Teachers, — Sizani  Mpondo,  Smith  Macqanda,Mantiyo  Cubela,  Ktwanani, 

Bambeso. 
Native  Scripture-Readers. — Nombembe,  John  Lukalo,  Masebeni,  Sizani  Mpondo. 
Naiive  Colporteurs. — Frans,  Boti. 

iDcmrwA  (Transkei) — Out-stations,  Qabara,  Umtuve,  Xakaxa^  and  Cizela. 
Ordained  Missioruiiry. — James  G.  Robertson. 
Native  Teacher. — Ngalo  Ntisane  (Xakaxa). 


HEPOHT  08  FOKBION  UISBIOKE. 


2. — Nativi  CHUROBm. 


LoTcdale Ho.  ol  SchoUn  ii 

, Do.          ii 

Bnnuhill    ...  Do. 

Pirie   Do. 

Macfarlu  ...  Do. 

CunuimghuD  Do. 

Idntywa Do. 


4. — CoxnuBimD  in  Katmaiua. 


LoTOdale,     .    .    . 

Pirie,   .  .  .  : 

Bunisbai,    .     .     . 
HacfBrian,  .    .    . 
CiiDnitigliMi,   .    . 
Hutyw»,     .    .     . 

ToUl,    . 

Bt  NitlTa  Cliureh«(. 

o°=i 

^          1 

"S? 

or  Contiibu- 
tlaniroT 
ScbooLi. 

£50  15  10 

26*"i8  Hi 
57  16    3; 
22  17  10 

£42    3    4 

1100    0    0 
32  16    0 
fiO  17    9 
IS    8  10 
88  17    a 
4  18    0 

£190    0    0 

800    0    0 

59  le  0 

172  10    0 

60  0    0 
112  10    0 

25    0    0 

£15    8    9  '  £358    4    7  '. 

!  1900   0   0  ; 

32;    4  10      4SS  16  10 
13    9  11       206    7    1  ' 
43  14    0      122    2  10 

231    1    8  , 
35    5    7        65    3    7  : 

£1S8    5  11 

£129*   1    2 

£144916    0 

£436    3    1   £3428  1«   7  ' 
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No.  XI. 

NATAL. 

Statistics  of  Pietermabitzburo  Mission  for  1875. 

1. — Out-stations — Edendale,  Cedaha. 

« 

2. — AOKKCY. 

Ordained  European  Mis9imary—J6hn  Stalker,  M.A. 

NoHve  Teachers, — David  Bengani  (Maritzbni^) ;  Andrew  Modise  (Cedaha.) 

Female  Teacher. — Nancy  Daman  (Maritzbarg. 

Native  Exhortera. — 1. 

Student  for  the  Ministry.— -h 

3. — ^Nativb  Churches, 

In  full  Commnnioo,  ...... 

Baptised  Adult  Adherents,  not  Communicants,  2  Adults,  71  Children, 
Admitted  on  profession  since  oommencement  of  the  Mission, 

Adults  baptised  in  1876, 

Admitted  on  profession,  baptised  in  infancy,  in  1876, 

Children  baptised  in  1875 

Admitted  by  Certificate  from  other  Churches  in  1876,     . 
Bemoved  to  other  Churches  or  Stations     .  do.         . 

Excluded  or  Suspended  from  Church  pririieges  do. 
Bestored  to  Church  privileges  do. 

Candidates  for  Baptism  or  full  Communion, 
Deaths— 1  Adult  and  6  Children,  .... 

Marriages,  ....... 

4.— Schools. 

2  English  Schools — Scholars  on  RoU,  of  whom  24  are  girls, 

2  Temacular  Schools,  do.  da  16      do.  . 


123 

73 

414 

28 

1 

14 

2 

4 

2 

3 

123 

7 

5 


»1 
55 

146 


Scholars  whose  names  were  on  the  School  Roll  during  the  whole  year,  or 
any  part  thereof,       ....... 


264 


Statistics  of  Impolwkni  Mission  for  1875. 

1. — OuT-arrATiON,  Inoulwani  (12  miles  west). 
2.-rCH|ii8nAN  Agknct. 


European  Male  TeacJter,- 
NaHvc  Exhorters,  11. 


Dunn.     FemaU  TeaeJier, — ^Miss  Dunn. 


3. — Kativb  Church. 

In  full  Communion,  .  .  .  .  . 

Admitted  on  Profession  since  commencement  of  Mission, 
Children  baptised  in  1875,  .  .  .  . 

Removed  to  other  Churches  or  Stations  in  1875, 
Deaths — Adults  1,  Children  3,      . 
Marriages,  ...... 


61 

101 

1 

10 

4 
1 
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4. — Schools. 

Anglo-Vernacular  Mixed  School,  Males,  1 1 ;  Females,  23,  •  .34 

Vernacular  Night  School,  do.      19 ;         do.        8,  .  .27 

_61 

Scholars  whose  names  were  on  the  School  Roll  daring  the  whole  year, 

or  any  part  thereof,  .......         100 

5. — Contributed  in  Natal. 
Government  Grant-in-aid,  .  •  .  •  •         £50    0    0 


Statistics  of  Gordon  Mission,  Natal,  for  1875. 

1. — Station,  Jobskop. 

2. — Christian  Agenct. 

Ordained  European  Medical  Missionary. — James  Dalzell,  B.D.,  M.B. 
European  Teacher. — Alexander  Welsh. 

Missionary  Artisans. — George  Campbell,  Agriculturist;  Charles  Black,  Carpenter 
and  Waggon-maker. 

S.—Nattvk  Church  (not  yet  formed). 

Baptised  Adherents,  not  Communicants — Adults  13,  Children  10,  •  23 

Death8.^Adult8  3,  Children  2,     .  .  .  *  .  .  .  5 

4. — School. 

Anglo- Vernacular,  Mixed.-^Male8  26,  Females  19,  .  .  45 

Scholars  whose  names  were  on  the  School  Boll  during  the  whole  year,  or 

any  part  thereof,        ......  about  60 

• 

5. — Contributed  in  Natal. 
GoYemment  Grant-in-aid,  .  •  .  •  •         £24    0    0 

6. — Contributed  by  Friends  in  Britain. 

Bev.  Dr.  Duff^Hand  Printing  Press  and  Type. 

David  Watson,  Esq. — Bale  of  Printing  Paper. 

Messrs.  Collins,  Sons,  and  Co.,  Glasgow. — KoUers  for  Printing  Ptess,  and  supply  of 

School  Books. 
Messrs.  Francis  Orr  and  Sons,  Glasgow. — Mission  Library  (£10) ;  and  Box  of 

Natural  Objects  (Vegetable)  for  School. 
Donald  Cuxfie,  Esq.,  London,       .  ...  .  •  £25    0    0 

Messrs.  Donald  Currie  and  Co. — ^Free  Conveyance  per  Steamer  to 

Natal  of  all  the  goods  of  the  Mission  party. 
An  anonymous  Friend,  per  Dr.  Jhxfff       .... 
National  Bible  Society  of  Scotland—Grant  of  Bibles  valued  at  . 
Religions  Tract  Society,  per  T.  M'Micking,  Esq. — Grant  of  Books. 
Glasgow,  Free  College  Church  S.  S.,        . 

Do.,      Free  St.  David's  S.  S., .  .... 


30    0 

0 

20    0 

0 

5  18 

6 

2  10 

0 

vin. 
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No.  XIL 


Abstract  of  Statistics  for  1875. 


>f 


Ckmtral  akd  Branch  Stations,     . 
ChristiAn  Agency — 
OroUuDed  European  Miaaionaries,  including 
1  in  Syria, 
„        Native 
Licensed  Native  Preacbera, 
European  Medical  Missionary,    . 
European  Missionary  Teachers,  Male, 

„  „  „         Female, 

East  Indian  and  other  Teachers,  Male, 

„  „  „  Female^ 

Native  Teachers  and  Evangelists,  Male, 

„  „       Female,     •         • 

European  Missionary  Artisans,   . 
Native  Catechists,  Scripture-Readers,  etc.. 

Colporteurs, 

Total  Christian  Agents,  including  1  in  Syria, 

'  Native  Churches— 

Conununicants, 

Baptised  Adherents,  not  Communicants — 

Adults, 

Children, 

Admitted  on   profession  since   commence- 
ment of  the  Missions,      .         .         »        . 

During  the  year  there  were — 
Adults  Baptised,  or  admitted  on   profes 

sion, 

Children  Baptised,      .... 
Admitted  from  other  Churches  or  Stations, 
Removed  to  „  „ 

Excluded  or  Suspended, 
Restored  to  Church  Privileges, 
Candidates  for  Baptism  or  full  Communion, 
Deaths—Adults, 

„         Children, 
Marriages,  . 


India. 


ft 


Institutions  and  Schools — Number  of, 
Anglo-Vemacular,  Male  Scholars, 
„  },         Female     „     . 

Vernacular,  Male  Scholars, 

„  Female     „       .         ■ 

Total  under  Christian  Instruction, 


4& 


18 
8 
6 
1 
8 
5 
7 
7 

62 

67 

•  •  • 

56 

9 

244 


832 

376 
660 

1,463 


Africa. 


107 
65 
31 
32 
9 
2 
49 
19 
23 
32 

114 
4,740 

288 
1,716 
1,946 
8,689 


44 


11 
1 
I 


35 
14 
12 
32 
3 
119 


1,817 


Total. 


} 


about  1100 


about  2,917 


213 
146 
67 
64 
22 
27 
492 
14 
19 
49 

43 

1,346 

1,089 

69 

28 

2,532 


90 


30 
9 

7 
1 
15 
8 
7 
7 

97 
71 
12 
88 
12 
364 


2,649 


2,026 


4,380 


320 
201 
98 
96 
31 
29 
641 
33 
42 
81 

157 
6,086 
1,377 
1,784 
1,9H 
11,222 


n 


T  <-s  r.-iziii  MI^ 


/ 


A^y^y^r-^-JjLT  Mii-i  Sci:.::,  VxL-b.  !!  ;  TtaaLss, 


AJ» 


^ 


GoTerBat*st  Grast-i&.«:i, 


/ 
/ 


^.' 


Or-irtinM  Ewrr^pnu  M^iral  Mm^  ^*^ 


^ 


X    X- 

* 
^ 

• 

p 

BaptiMd  AdhooBte,  m*  ' 

/ 

* 

y  ^ 

/ 

« 

^119' 
1 

14,982   %  4 

Aa^Vcnaadar. 

• 

-    S 

1 

;%  12 

539  12    S' 

14,654  12  11 

SekobnwkoKD 

51^  12 

4iO  11    6 

11,794   5  4 

aajrputtl^ 

m 

11 

s:9  0 

447    5    2 

12,493   S  i' 

^    1 

5.199    1 

1* 

4,352  15 

5C3    5    8 

19,963  IS  2 

\»    *    6 

2,tS3    0 

7 

3,131    1 

«  10  11 

16»613   0  6 

GoreuiBiP 

•  ^vJ^v    l>  Iv 

2.^37  10 

«: 

1.690  13 

651    9    6 

15,997   6  i> 

« 

\  n  15  0 

1,S25  11 

7 

1,929  15 

WU    2 

9       ^ 

15,243  IS  I 

^ 

» 

;??:?  19  0 

1.292  14 

9 

2.7S0  13U 

€3)15    0 

15,716  16  9 

Ber. 

5^^  2  11 

l.C«S    7 

5 

1,541    4 

2 

656    9  10 

14.351  16  0 

J*csS  IS    4 
1^5..^  11    9 

2.750  11    « 
959    9  10 
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Tgh,  tbe  Twenty-second  day  of  May,  in  the  year  One  thousand 
nndred  and  seventy-six : 
e  General  Assembly  of  the  Free  Church  of  Scotland  being  met 
instituted : 


"  n  Overture  on  Prayer  for  Foreign  Missions,  which  was 

e  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Missions, 
hands  of  th6  members,  was  referr^  to  by  Dr. 
d  the  Assembly  thereanent. 

if  the  Seport,  and  record  their  thanks  to  the 
ivener. 

o  measure  of  success  that  God  has  been 

^he  missionaries  of  the  Church  in  India, 

-ess  may  be  granted  them  in  larger  and 

vs  been  universally  felt  through  the 

"3'  many  of  her  Courts,  their  pro- 

aed  by  tbe  Church  through  the 

..uiuay.     They  thankfully  acknowledge  that 

.J  iliat  so  good  a  gift  has  been  so  long  continued  to 

uiuf ul  submission  they  would  say,  "  The  Lord  gave,  the  Lord 

uway.     Blessed  be  the  name  of  the  Lord." 

,  *^®  9®**®^^  Assembly  gratefully  acknowledge  the  good  hand  of  God  upon 
"Cir  missionaries,  who  proceeded  a  year  ago  to  begin  missionary  work  in  the 
region  of  Lake  Nyassa,  and  heartily  commend  them  and  those  who  two  days  ago 
proceeded  to  join  them,  that  the  blessing  and  care  of  that  God  through  whose 
care  the  sun  smiteth  not  by  day  nor  the  moon  by  night,  with  the  earnest  prayer 
that  their  new  mission  in  that  interesting  region  may  be  the  means  of  civilising 
tne  people,  abolishing  the  slave  trade,  and  gathering  in  a  people  for  the  Lord, 
^"^ho  shall  be  for  His  glory,  and  shall  be  in  His  train  in  the  day  of  His  power,  as 
^he  dew-drops  from  the  womb  of  the  morning. 

In  view  of  the  great  difficultres  that  the  Committee  have  exjierienced  in  secnr- 

f'lg  the  services  of  missionaries  for  the  foreign  field,  and  especially  in  view  of  the 

|Q^portance  of  strengthening  the  mission  at  Madras,  and  enabling  the  missionaries 

j^cre  to  extend  the  operations  of  the  institution  in  accordance  with  the  scheme 

J"'^?^y  approved  of  for  converting  it  into  **a  Christian  College  for  Southern 

ndia,"  they  earnestly  appeal  to  the  theological  Students,  the  Probationers,  and 

r^  younger  ministers  of  the  Church,  and  entreat  them  earnestly  to  consider 

^v  nether  the  necessities  of  the  Church  do  not  constitute  a  loud  call  upon  them  to 

consecrate  themselves  to  this  most  important  and  most  honourable  work. 

Having  taken  into  consideration  tbe  Overture  regarding  special  prayer  for 
laiasions  on  30th  Novemoer,  resolve  in  terms  of  that  Overture. 

Extracted  from  the  Records  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Free 
Church  of  Scotland,  by 

H.  WELLWOOD  MONCREIFF, 
Ct  Eccl.  Scot.  Lib. 


Viri.  DELIVERANCE  OF  ASSEMBLY.  63 

No.  XIV. 
Deliverance  of  Assembly. 

At  Edinburgh,  tbe  Twenty-second  day  of  May,  in  the  year  One  thousand 

eight  hundred  and  seventy -six  : 
Which  day  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Free  Church  of  Scotland  being  met 

and  duly  constituted : 

Inter  aUa, — 

The  Assembly  took  up  an  Overture  on  Prayer  for  Foreign  Missions,  which  was 
read. 

The  Assembly  called  for  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Missions, 
which  being  printed  and  in  the  hands  of  the  members,  was  referred  to  by  Dr. 
DofT,  the  Convener,  who  addressed  the  Assembly  thereanent. 

The  General  Assembly  approve  of  the  Report,  and  record  their  thanks  to  the 
Conmiittee,  and  especially  to  tbe  Convener. 

The  Assembly  greatly  rejoice  in  the  measure  of  success  that  God  has  been 
pleased  to  vouchsi^e  to  the  labours  of  the  missionaries  of  the  Church  in  India, 
Africa,  and  Syria,  and  pray  that  such  success  may  be  granted  them  in  larger  and 
ever  larger  measure. 

The  General  Assembly  express  here  what  has  been  universally  felt  through  the 
Church  in  all  her  borders,  and  expressed  in  very  many  of  her  Courts,  their  pro- 
found sorrow  at  the  loss  which  has  been  sustained  by  the  Church  through  the 
removal  by  death  of  Dr.  Wilson  of  Bombay.  They  thankfully  acknowledge  that 
it  is  of  God*8  great  goodness  that  so  good  a  gift  has  been  so  long  continued  to 
them,  and  witi^  mournful  submission  they  would  say,  "  The  Lord  gave,  the  Lord 
hath  taken  away.     Blessed  be  the  name  of  the  Lord." 

The  General  Assembly  gratefully  acknowledge  the  good  hand  of  God  ufjon 
their  missionaries,  who  proceeded  a  year  ago  to  begin  missionary  work  in  the 
region  of  Lake  Nyassa,  and  heartily  commend  them  and  those  who  two  days  ago 
])roceeded  to  join  them,  that  the  blessing  and  care  of  that  God  through  whoso 
care  the  sun  smiteth  not  by  day  nor  the  moon  by  night,  with  the  earnest  prayer 
that  their  new  mission  in  that  interesting  region  may  be  the  means  of  civilising 
the  people,  abolishing  the  slave  trade,  and  gathering  in  a  people  for  the  Lord, 
who  shall  be  for  His  glory,  and  shall  be  in  His  train  in  the  day  of  His  power,  as 
the  dew-drops  from  the  womb  of  the  morning. 

In  view  of  the  great  difficnltres  that  the  Committee  have  ex])erienced  in  secur- 
ing the  services  of  missionaries  for  the  foreign  field,  and  especially  in  view  of  the 
importance  of  strengthening  the  mission  at  Madras,  and  enabling  the  missionaries 
there  to  extend  the  operations  of  the  institution  in  accordance  with  the  scheme 
already  approved  of  for  converting  it  into  *'a  Christian  College  for  Southern 
India,"  they  earnestly  appeal  to  the  theological  Students,  the  Probationers,  and 
the  younger  ministers  of  the  Church,  and  entreat  them  earnestly  to  consider 
whether  the  necessities  of  the  Church  do  not  constitute  a  loud  call  upon  them  to 
consecrate  themselves  to  this  most  important  and  most  honourable  work. 

Having  taken  into  consideration  the  Overture  regarding  special  prayer  for 
missions  on  30th  November,  resolve  in  terms  of  that  Overture. 

Extracted  from  the  Records  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Free 
Church  of  Scotland,  by 

H.  WELLWOOD  MONCREIFF, 
CI,  EccL  Scot,  Lib. 
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I'EINTED  BY  JOHN  GEETG  &  SON,  57  FEEDEBICK  ST. 

18  76. 


PEEFATOET  NOTE  TO  SECOND  EDITION. 

Since  the  fbrst  edition  of  this  Statement  appeared,  an  inoor- 
porative  union  between  the  Free  Church  and  the  Befoimed 
Presbyterian  Charch  has  been  duly  effected. 

Since  then  also  an  additional  letter,  with  a  new  map  of  Lake 
Nyassa,  from  Mr  E.  D.  Young  lias  come  to  hand.  It  is  of  four 
months'  later  date  than  any  preyiously  received,  and  is  full  of 
interesting  and  encouraging  details.    (See  p.  40.) 
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CENTKAL  AFKICA. 


Condition  and  Claims  of  Afbiga. 

This  cry  of  the  man  of  Macedonia  whom  the  Apostle  saw  in  vision, 
«  Come  over  and  help  ns/' — a  cry  which  was  accepted  as  clearly 
indicating  the  will  of  God — still  sounds  in  the  attentive  ear  from 
every  unevangelized  portion  of  the  world.  In  common,  then,  with 
the  rest  of  Heathendom,  the  great  continent  of  Africa  possesses  a 
solemn  claim  on  the  sympathy  and  efforts  of  the  Church  of  Christ. 
But  we  may  safely  assert  that,  in  some  respects,  the  claim  of  Africa 
is  peculiar,  and  peculiarly  strong.  Less,  proportionally,  has  heen 
attempted  towards  the  evangelization  of  Africa  than  of  other  con- 
tinents ;  its  superstitions  are  more  fearfully  dark  than  most  of  those 
even  of  Polynesia  or  India;  its  temporal  sufferings,  arising  from 
the  continual  feuds  of  its  countless  and  mutually  hostile  tribes,  are 
exceptionally  severe ;  and  the  horrible  evil  of  slavery — in  the  form 
both  of  domestic  servitude  and  the  foreign  slave  trade — fills  the  far 
greater  part  of  the  vast  continent  with  ''lamentation,  and  mourning, 
and  woe."  Even  to  the  Greeks  and  Bomans,  Africa  was  a  region 
of  mystery  and  terror.  They  said  that  in  Africa,  every  year,  some 
new,  monstrous  thing  appeared.  It  is  deeply  sad  to  think  that  such 
monstrous  things  have  continued  to  appear  down  to  the  present 
day,  either  in  the  form  of  new  evils,  or  in  that  of  ancient  and 
traditional  woes. 

iNOBSASma  INTXBSST  BEOABDINa  AfBIOAN  MISSIONS. 

Db  Livinostone. 

But  we  earnestly  trust  that  the  long  night  of  sorrow  is  wearing  to 
a  close.    Various  circumstances  have  of  late  combined  to  fix  the  eye 


of  the  Church  of  Christ  more  than  before  on  Africa*  Among  these, 
we  must  give  especial  prominence  to  the  doings  and  sofferings  of 
Dr  Livingstone.  His  whole  life  was  consecrated  to  the  service  of 
God  in  Africa ;  and,  in  addition  to  what  he  performed  in  directly 
evangelistic  work,  he  became  the  most  illnstrions  of  the  long  and 
noble  succession  of  recent  African  explorers.  And  if  his  heroic  life 
accomplished  much  on  behalf  of  the  land  he  loved  so  well,  we  maj 
almost  assert  that  his  death,  with  its  manifold  touching  assoeiations, 
accomplished  even  more.  Livingstone  died  on  his  knees,  pleading — 
who  can  doubt  it  ? — for  Africa ;  and  in  accordance  with  the  prayer 
of  His  dying  servant,  the  Lord  has  stirred  the  heart  of  the  British 
nation  to  feel  for  Africa,  and  to  work  for  Africa,  as  it  never  did  before. 
While  the  whole  nation  was  thus  moved  by  the  death  of  the  noble 
missionary,  it  was  most  reasonable  to  expect  and  demand  that  Scot- 
land should  be  impressed  even  more  powerfully  than  England  or 
Ireland.  Livingstone  was  a  Scotchman — **  a  typical  Scotchman,"  as 
has  been  often  said;  and  Scotland,  which,  from  the  days  of  the 
distinguished  traveller  Bruce,  had  taken  a  leading  part  in  labouring  on 
behalf  of  Africa,  was  laid  under  peculiar  obligations  to  put  forth  her 
highest  energies  to  carry  on  the  work  which  had  been  bequeathed  her, 
we  may  say,  as  a  legacy  by  her  illustrious  son. 

What  Scotland  has  done  fob  Afbican  Missions  sincb  1795. 

Since  the  commencement  of  African  Missions,  many  persons  in 
North  Britain  have  taken  the  deepest  interest  in  their  ptognss. 
Some  of  the  most  distinguished  men  who  have  laboured  in  connec- 
tion  with  the  London  and  other  English  Missionary  Societies  have 
been  Scotchmen ;  such  as  Campbell,  Philip,  Mofiat,  and  others.  But 
not  to  dwell  on  this, — it  is  full  eighty  years  ago  since  North  Britain 
established  a  society  of  her  own  on  behalf  of  Africa.  The  honour  of 
doing  so  belongs  especially  to  the  city  of  Glasgow,  in  which  was 
formed  in  the  year  1795  the  Glasgow  Missionary  Society.  \  In  1887 
an  amicable  separation  took  place  in  the  Society  at  home,  and  among 
the  missionaries  abroad.  Those  who  are  now  connected  with  the  Free 
Church  assumed  the  designation  of  the  "  Glasgow  Missionary  Soeiety 
adhering  to  the  principles  of  the  Church  of  Scotland,*'  while  the 
other  section  became  the  "  Glasgow  African  Missionaiy  Society,'*  and 
was,  a  few  years  later,  merged  in  the  missions  of  the  United 
Presbyterian  Church.  Ever  since,  the  two  missions  have  laboured 
most  harmoniously  side  by  side  in  Kaffiraria. 


Fbbs  Chubch  Mauaxma  in  Afbioa. 

Gonfixiiog  onr  attention  to  the  Fn%  Chorch  Missions,  we  note 
that,  while  a  great  and  ever-growing  work  has  been  performed  at 
Lovedale  and  other  stations,  it  haa  all  along  been  the  hope  and  effort 
of  the  Ghnrch  to  extend  its  operadons  to  the  northward.  Beyond 
British  Eaffirar^,  in  the  Transkei  territorj,  two  pnnoipal  stations,  with 
ont-stations,  have  been  set  np.  Farther  north,  an  important  mission 
has  been  established  in  the  capital  of  Natal ;  and  still  farther  north, 
there  is  the  Gordon  Memorial  Mission.  Pressing  solicitations  have 
been  made  to  ns  to  pnsh  on  nntil  we  have  a  chain  of  stations  extend- 
ing to  the  river  Zambesi. 

Pboposal  to  plant  a  Mission  in  Gentral  Afbica. 

Bat  farther,  the  proposal  of  penetratbg  far  into  the  interior  of 
Africa  was  distinctly  bronght  before  the  Free  Ghnrch  fifteen  years 
ago.  The  Bev.  James  Stewart  then  offered  himself  as  an  agent  to 
commence  a  mission  in  some  of  the  inland  territories  laid  open  by  Dr 
Livingstone.  He  actually  joined  Livingstone  in  his  second  great 
expedition,  remained  with  him  a  considerable  time,  and  then  pene- 
trated a  considerable  way  np  the  Zambesi  and  Shir6  rivers.  Having 
collected  a  large  fand  of  information  regarding  inland  Africa,  he 
retorned  to  Scotland,  and  laid  it  before  the  Ghnrch  in  1868.  Dr 
Stewart  has  since  then  been  connected  with  our  Lovedale  work;  bat 
he  has  never  laid  aside  the  hope  of  helping  to  establish  a  mission  in 
or  near  the  centre  of  Africa. 

Plans  of  Extending  tbb  Mission.    Question  of  Locality. 

Lake  Ntassa  fixed  on. 

Daring  the  winter  of  1878-4,  the  qnestion  of  onr  planting  a  new 
mission  in  Eastern  Africa  was  nnder  the  earnest  consideration  of 
the  Foreign  Missions'  Gommittee.  Dr  Daff  and  Dr  Mnrray  Mitchell 
held  a  consnltation  on  the  subject  with  Sir  Bartle  Frere,  whose 
important  services  in  connection  with  the  repression  of  slavery  are 
known  to  all.  He  kindly  snpplied  much  nsefal  information,  and 
strongly  recommended  the  establishment  of  a  mission  by  the  Free 
Ghnrch.  While  the  matter  was  under  consideration,  Dr  Stewart 
arrived  in  Scotland.  His  great  experience  fitted  him  to  afford 
invalnable  connsel  on  the  whole  subject,  and  especially  in  regard 


9 
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to  a  point  which  the  Committee  felt  to  be  both  difficult  and  exceed- 
ingly important,  namely,  the  choice  of  a  locality.  He  strongly 
recommended  that  the  new  mission  should  be  established  on  the 
shores  of  Lake  Nyassa*  and  that  the  station  shonld  be  caUed 
Idvingstonia,  in  commemoration  of  the  illnstrioos  dead.  Mean- 
while  oar  lamented  friend  Dr  Wilson  of  Bombay  had  been  written 
to,  and  had  made  the  striking  announcement  that  pr  LiTingstone, 
when  he  was  his  guest  in  1865,  had  expressed  an  earnest  desire 
that  the  Free  Church  should  occupy  as  a  station  some  of  the  heights 
around  that  very  lake.  Dr  Wilson  himself,  though  at  first  disposed 
to  recommend  the  Somali  coast  as  the  sphere  of  operations, 
soon  expressed  his  hearty  concurrence  with  the  proposal  regarding 
Lake  Nyassa.  The  reasons  for  choosing  that  part  of  Africa  were 
exceedingly  strong.  It  was  known  that  the  country  around  the 
lake  was  very  fertile  and  populous.  The  inhabitants  were,  for 
the  most  part,  kind  and  hospitable,  and  very  favourably  disposed 
towards  the  English.  There  was  a  great  danger  of  the  accursed 
slave  trade  tnmmg  the  fair  land  into  a  wilderness,  unless  a  counter- 
active  force  were  speedily  brought  to  bear  upon  ii  Moreover, 
there  was  water  communication  from  the  lake  by  the  Shir6  and 
Zambesi  rivers  all  the  way  to  the  sea, — a  point  which  was  folt  to 
be  of  primary  importance. 

Who  should  bs  TiWAt^gn  of  tbx  pbojxcted  Expbditioii  f 

Considerations  of  this  kind  enabled  the  Committee  speedily  to 
decide  in  favour  of  Lake  Nyassa  as  the  site  of  the  intended  mission. 
A  grave  question  then  presented  itself — Who  shall  be  the  leader  of 
any  expedition  we  may  send  forth  ?  It  would  have  been  wrong  to 
despatch  only  new  and  inexperienced  men  into  so  distant  and  perilous 
a  region.  Dr  Stewart  from  the  first  declared  that,  with  all  his  desire 
to  push  into  Central  Africa,  he  was  compelled  by  the  urgent  require- 
ments of  the  Lovedale  Institution  and  its  ofthoot  in  the  Transkei 
territory,  to  decline  to  conduct  the  mission  to  its  chosen  seal.  But 
he  added  that  there  was  one  man  pre-eminently  fitted  to  perform  this 
veiy  difficult  task— Mr  E.  D.  Young,  of  the  Royal  Navy.  This 
gentleman  had  spent  two  years  in  company  with  Dr  Livingstone,  and 
subsequently,  as  commander  of  the  Livingstone  Search  Eiq[Mdition, 
had  visited  Lake  Nyassa  itself.  In  seven  months  he  successfrilly 
accomplished  the  work  he  had  undertaken,  which  was  definitely  to 
ascertain  the  fate  of  the  gi^eat  miasionaiy. 
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Dr  Stewart  declared  that  be  eoald  hardly  conceive  of  a  combina- 
tion of  qnalities  more  admirable  than  that  wbicb  marked  out  Mr 
Yonng  as  the  filt  leader  of  the  enterprise.  He  had  confidence  in  him 
as  a  man  of  thoroughly  Christian  character^  of  great  nautical  skiUi 
of  enterprising  spirit,  and  of  pity  for  down-trodden  AMca,  amount- 
ing to  a  vehement  passion.  The  Committee  on  this  commissioned 
Dr  Stewart  and  Dr  M.  Mitchell  to  proceed  to  the  south  of  Engknd  and 
have  an  interview  with  Mr  Young,  giving  them  power  to  engage  his 
services  for  two  years,  provided  the  Admiralty,  in  whose  service  he 
still  was,  should  grant  him  leave.  The  interview  took  place,  and 
was  in  eveiy  way  satisfactory.  Though  deeply  attached  to  his  wife 
and  children,  Mr  Young  felt  that  this  was  a  call  from  Qod  which  he 
could  not  decline ;  and  he  agreed  to  ask  leave  from  the  Admiralty 
for  the  two  years.  The  Admiralty  generously  agreed  to  his  request ; 
a  most  happy  result,  which  was  in  no  small  degree  due  to  the  kind 
assistance  of  a  distinguished  officer,  Captain  Wilson,  of  the  Boyal 
Kavy,  and  to  a  memorial  to  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  forwarded  by 
leading  merchants  of  Qlasgow. 

Could  the  necbssaby  FnNi>3  be  raised  ?    Genebositt  of  Friends 

IN  Glasgow  and  elsewhebe. 

So  fai  everything  was  most  encouraging.  Then  came  up  the 
weighty  question,  whether  the  funds  needful  for  the  equipment  of  a 
mission  worthy  of  the  occasion  could  be  obtained.  A  private  meet- 
ing held  in  Glasgow  was  attended  by  a  considerable  number  of  lead- 
ing merchants,  and  by  Drs  Duff,  M.  Mitchell,  and  Stewart,  at  which 
the  financial  requirements  and  prospects  were  very  carefully  con- 
sidered. The  necessary  expenses,  it  was  seen,  would  be  heavy. 
Ten  thousand  pounds,  it  was  calculated,  would  be  required  to  give 
the  mission  a  Mr  start ;  and  ten  thousand  pounds  additional  would 
probably  not  be  more  than  was  needful  to  carry  it  on  efficiently  for 
some  years,  until  it  should  become  partially  or  wholly  self-supporting. 
But  the  generosity  of  the  friends  present  awakened  the  most  cheering 
expectations.  Mr  Young  of  Kelly,  a  dear  friend  of  Livingstone's 
from  his  youth  upwards,  put  his  name  down  for  £1000 ;  Mr  James 
Stevenson  did  the  same ;  Messrs  W.  &  P.  Mackinnon  united  in 
giving  the  same  munificent  contribution;  and  Messrs  White  and 
Martin  gave  each  £500.  It  was  evident  that  the  scheme  would 
not  fail  for  lack  of  pecuniary  support. 
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Go-OPEBATION  OF  SCOTTISH  ChUBGHZB  IN  BEOABD  TO  LaKB  NtABSA. 

The  next  point  that  came  under  consideration  was  one  of  an 
exceedingly  interesting  character.  As  originally  conceired,  the 
Mission  to  Lake  Nyassa  was  exdosively  a  Free  Chnrch  enterprise — 
simply  an  addition  to  its  already  existing  African  missions.  Bat  the 
relations  between  the  Free  and  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Chnrches 
were  so  peculiar,  and  so  clearly  indicative  of  an  incorporatiTO  nnion 
speedily  taking  place  between  the  two  bodies,  that  it  seemed  only 
natoral  they  should  go  forward  in  a  common  effort  on  behalf  of 
livingstonia.  The  fitness  of  this  arrangement  approved  itself  to 
the  members  of  both  chnrches  as  soon  as  the  proposal  was  made. 
The  generosity  of  Mr  Young  of  Kelly,  who  is  a  member  of  the 
Beformed  Presbyterian  Church,  would  of  itself  have  rendered  the 
arrangement  desirable. 

The  Established  Church  of  Scotland  was  also  desirous  of  planting 
a  mission  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Lake  Nyassa;  and  a  special 
Committee,  of  which  Dr  Macrae  of  Hawick  is  Convener,  had  been 
appointed  to  mature  the  needful  preparatory  arrangements.  Dr 
Macrae  proposed  that  a  consultation  should  be  held  by  his  Committee 
and  ours  as  to  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  co-operation  that  might 
be  between  them  and  us  in  regard  to  the  work  in  the  Nyassa  region. 
The  suggestion  was  felt  to  be  important,  both  in  itself  and  as  coming 
from  snch  a  quarter.  It  would  be  absurd  in  any  single  Church  to 
undertake  to  evangelize  the  whole  territory  around  Lake  Nyassa ; 
and  all  must  look  forward  with  ardent  expectation  to  the  time— God 
grant  it  may  not  be  distant  I — ^when  the  shores  of  that  great  lake 
shall  be  girdled  round  with  Christian  settlements,  sustained,  as  they 
will  probably  be,  by  various  churches  or  societies,  but  all  striving 
for  the  same  great  end,  and  all  rejoicing  to  be  helpful  to  each  other. 
The  result  of  the  friendly  conferences  held  by  representatives  of  the 
two  Committees  was  most  satisfactory.* 

When  by-and-bye  it  became  evident  that  the  Established  Church 
would  not  be  able  to  despatch  an  expedition  to  Africa  in  the  course  of 
1875,  Dr  Macrae,  suggested  that  an  agent  of  theirs  might  proceed 
with  our  mission,  in  order  to  pioneer  the  way  for  the  one  they  hoped 

*  For  a  fall  etatement  in  regard  to  the  negotiationa  with  the  Special 
Committee  of  the  Established  Church,  and  other  important  partienUn, 
see  Dr  Duft'a  Speech  delivered  in  the  Free  Chnich  Commisaion,  3d  March 
1875. 
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to  send  forth m  1876.  This  was  agreed  to;  and  Mr  Henderson,  the 
genUeman  chosen  by  the  Established  Charch  Committee,  has  proved 
himself  to  be,  as  Dr  Macrae  said  he  would — ^and  as  we  folly  expected 
— *<  an  upright,  able,  and  willing  coadjator." 

Sach  were  the  amicable  relations  entered  into  with  two  of  the 
Presbyterian  Churches  of  Scotland.  It  remained  only  to  have  co- 
operation with  the  United  Presbyterian  Church.  This  body  has 
already  valuable  missions  in  two  parts  of  Africa — Eaffraria  and  Old 
Calabar;  and  having  recently  extended  its  evangelistic  efforts  to 
Japan,  Spain,  and  elsewhere,  the  United  Presbyterian  Church, 
much  as  its  members  sympathized  with  the  efforts  made  for  Lake 
Nyassa,  hardly  felt  itself  in  circumstances  to  set  up  a  mission  of  its 
own  in  that  region.  But  a  delightful  way  of  not  only  manifesting 
sympathy  but  materially  aiding  in  the  work  soon  presented  itself. 
We  had  no  thoroughly  trained  medical  missionary  ready  to  accom- 
pany our  expedition;  Mr  Black,  who  was  designated  as  medical 
bead,  not  being  able  to  complete  his  studies  and  obtain  his  degree 
till  1876.  In  these  circumstances,  the  Mission  Board  of  the  United 
Presbyterian  Church  offered  to  put  the  services  of  Dr  Laws  at  our 
disposal  for  two  years,  and  at  the  same  time  to  pay  his  salary. 
Kothing  could  have  been  more  generous  or  opportune.  Dr  Laws 
-was  known  to  be  a  young  man  of  very  high  qualifications  and  glowing 
zeal ;  and  the  brotherly  offer  of  the  United  Presbyterian  Church  was 
most  gratefully  accepted. 

Public  Meetings.    Yeby  hearty  bespombe. 

By  this  time  important  public  meetings  had  been  held  in  various 
places,  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  the  object  fully  before  the  mind  of 
our  countrymen.  The  first  of  these  took  place  in  Glasgow,  on  the 
18th  January,  Mr  White  of  Overtoun  in  the  chair.  The  assemblage 
was  laige  and  enthusiastic.  Among  the  chief  speakers  were  Captain 
Wilson  of  the  Boyal  Navy,  and  Mr  Young,  both  of  whom  had  come 
from  England  to  attend  the  meeting.  A  meeting  was  subsequently 
held  at  Dundee,  with  Mr  W.  C.  Dalgleish  in  the  chair ;  a  third  at  Aber- 
deen, presided  over  by  the  Lord  Provost ;  and  a  fourth  at  Edin- 
burgh, the  chairman  being  the  Bight  Honourable  Lord  Moncrieff. 
At  all  the  meetings  Dr  Stewart  and  Mr  Young  took  part ;  and  at  the 
^Edinburgh  one  we  enjoyed  the  very  valuable  assistance  of  the  Bev. 
Horace  Waller,  formerly  of  the  Universities  Mission,  and  well  known 
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as  the  editor  of  the  <'  Last  JoonuJs  of  Dr  liriiig^tone.'*  Hie 
earnest  appeals  of  guntlemap  so  well  acquamted  with  the  cooiiitinn 
and  neeessities  of  Afiiea,  as  those  we  have  mentioned,  wers  fitted  to 
awaken  the  deepest  interest  in  the  projected  enterprise.  The  resolo- 
lions  at  the  Glasgow  meeting,  to  which  those  passed  at  thesnbee^aent 
meetings  were  Tezy  similar,  were  as  follows  :— 

L  '^  That  this  meeting  expresses  cordial  satisfaction  at  the  proposd 
to  establish  a  misaioiiary  settlement  of  an  evangelistic,  edncadonal,  and 
industrial  character  on  Lake  Nyassa,  to  be  called  *  liTingstonia,'  nndo* 
the  management  of  the  Foreign  Missions  Committees  of  the  Free  and 
Beformed  Presbyterian  Charches,  and  its  satisfaction  at  the  prospect 
that  at  length  the  light  of  the  Gospel  of  Jesos  Cfhrist  is  to  be  carded 
into  the  darkness  of  Central  Africa.'' 

IL  "'  Thaty  since  the  heaviest  expense  must  be  chiefly  incnired  at  the 
outset,  and  during  the  earlier  years  of  its  existence,  in  order  to  place 
such  a  mission  on  a  secure  and  permanent  basis  for  the  future,  an  effort 
should  be  made  to  raise  an  aggregate  sum  of  <£10,000.'' 

Committees  were  formed  in  the  cities  we  hare  mentioned,  for  the 
purpose  of  collecting  subscriptions.  (See  psge  3.)  The  sabscriptioa 
list  steadily  filled.  Many,  unsolicited,  sent  contributions;  and 
not  a  few  of  these  were  not  members  of  Presbyterian  ChnroheSi 
Th0  heart  of  ScoUand  was  evidenUy 


Thb  Mission  to  be  Etakoelistio,  Educational,  and  Industbial. 

Choice  of  Agents. 

In  the  meantime  steady  preparation  was  made  for  the  sending  out 
of  the  expedition.  It  had  been  agreed  that  the  work  to  be  carried  on 
at  Lake  Nyassa  should  be,  Ist,  Evangelistic — lor  the  simple  pieseh- 
ing  of  the  Gospel ;  2d,  Educational — ^for  the  training  of  the  young, 
at  least  to  read  and  write ;  and,  8d,  Industrial — ^both  to  render  the 
mission,  as  soon  as  possible,  self-supporting,  and  to  help  to  intro- 
duce the  arts  of  civilized  life,  and  so  develop  that  legitimate  trade 
of  which  Livingstone  often  spoke  as  one  of  the  most  powerful  means 
of  repressing  the  abominable  traffic  in  human  flesh  uid  Mood.  Dr 
Stewart  performed  invaluable  service  in  helping  to  choose  the  various 
agents  who  were  required  to  carry  out  the  threefold  object  of  the 
Mission.    The  following  were  appointed :— 
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Bot.  Bobibt  Li.ws,  H.B.,  O.U.,  Hedietl  Hiadouij. 

Mr  GxoBoi  JoHHiTOH,  Carpenter. 

Mr  JoHM  M'Fastkn,  Engineer  and  BUeknmtlu 

Mr  AU.AX  Snfpsoii,  Seeond  Ei^^neer. 

Mr  AuEXANDKK  BntDEij,,  AgricoltniiiL 

Mr  WiuJAM  BiuB,  Seamtu. 

AH  of  these  agents — one  or  two  of  whom  are  readyi  in  the  fint 
ioetanee,  to  act  as  teaehen — in  addition  to  their  qnalifications  for 
the  special  work  to  which  they  were  designated,  were,  in  the  heit 
judgment  of  the  Committee,  men  of  deep  piety  and  gennine  mis- 
sionaiy  zeal. 


Dkpabtosx  of  Mission  Expkditiom.    Abbitai.  at  Capetown, 

Omitting  varioas  interesting  dettdls,  we  hasten  to  mention  that  all 

was  ready  for  the  sailing  of  the  expedition  by  the  2Ist  of  May,     A 

steam  lannoh  composed  wholly  of  steel,  intended  for  the  navigatioo 

of  Lake  Nyassa,  and  called  "  Ilala,"  from  the  plaee  where  Dr  Lifing- 
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stone  died,  had  been  constracied.  Having'  been  folly  tested  as  to 
its  capacities,  it  was  packed  np  in  pieces,  and  shipped  on  board  the 
Boyal  Mail  steamer  for  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.*  Two  boats  for 
river  navigation  were  also  ready.  A  paper  of  instmctions  for  the 
Mission  had  been  earefolly  drawn  up,  and  agreed  to  by  Mr  Yonng, 
Dr  Laws,  and  the  other  members.  (See  Appendix,  p.  18.)  Dr 
Dnff  and  (in  the  necessary  absence  of  the  Bev.  John  Kay,  Convener 
of  the  Foreign  Missions  Committee  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian 
Church)  Dr  Goold  proceeded  to  London  for  the  purpose  of  giving 
parting  instructions,  bidding  the  members  of  the  expedition  farewell, 
and  solemnly  commending  them  to  God.  Dr  Stewart  had  sailed  a 
short  time  before,  for  the  purpose  of  making  preparations  for  their 
reception  at  the  Cape. 

The  vessel  safely  arrived  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope ;  and  a  large 
and  influential  meeting  was  held  to  welcome  the  mission  staff,  which 
was  attended  by  ministers  of  the  various  Protestant  Charches,  mem- 
bers of  the  Legislature,  and  other  men  of  high  position.  The  public 
prints  stated  that  it  was  one  of  the  most  remarkable  meetings  ivhich 
had  ever  been  witnessed  in  Capetown. 

Mr  Yonng  of  Kelly,  with  characteristic  generosity,  had  offered  to 
pay  the  difference  between  a  sailing  vessel  and  a  steamer,  in  ord^  to 
expedite  progress  from  the  Cape  northwards,  as  it  was  very  desirable 
that  the  party  should  enter  the  Zambesi  before  the  season  was  much 
further  advanced.    No  steamer,  however,  could  be  procured. 

Regent  Pboobess  of  the  Expedition,  and  safe  Abbival  at 

Lake  Nyassa. 

Of  the  successive  stages  of  the  progress  of  the  expedition  towards 
its  ultimate  destination,  with  some  of  the  leading  incidents  connected 
therewith,  the  following  statement  was  furnished  by  Dr  Duff  in  his 
address  to  the  Commission  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Free 
Church  of  Scotland,  on  Wednesday,  1st  March  last : — 

'<  From  Port  Elizabeth,  Algoa  Bay,  they  started  on  the  6th  July 
in  a  vessel  which  had  been  hired  by  Dr  Stewart  to  take  them  to  the 
most  southerly  or  Kongoni  mouth  of  the  Zambesi.  Landing  there, 
on  the  2dd  July,  the  pieces  of  the  steamer  Ilala  were  put  together 
with  the  cheerfully  proffered  aid  of  the  natives.     Steaming  np  the 

*  The  steamer  having,  after  fall  trial,  given  much  satiafaction,  we  think 
it  simply  an  act  of  jastice  to  state  that  she  was  built  by  Messrs  Tarrow 
and  Co.,  Isle  of  Dogs,  Poplar,  London,  E. 
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Zambdsiy  they  reached  on  the  16th  Angiut  the  Portngaeee  station  of 
Maaaroy  not  far  from  where  the  River  Shire  from  Lake  N jassa  enters 
the  ZambesL    Proeeeding  np  the  Lower  Shir§,  they  safely  reached 
the  Morohison  Cataracts  on   the    6th  September.     Taking   the 
steamer  in  pieces  agun»  they  got  them  carried  np  a  mgged,  road- 
less, monntainoos  tract  of  forty  or  fifty  miles,  through  long  grass 
and  thorny  thickets,  in  five  days,  nnder  a  blazing  tropical  son,  by 
abont  700  natives,  reaching  the  Upper  Sbir6  on  the  22d  September. 
Beconstmcting  the  steamer,  they  steamed  along  the  river  for  a  ban- 
dred  miles,  and  entered  the  great  lake  on  the  morning  of  the  12th 
October,  when  the  rising  snn  was  gilding  with  his  radiance  the 
western  mountains ;  which  they  all  joyfally  hailed  as  a  type  and 
emblem  of  the  speedy  rising  of  the  Sun  of  Bighteonsness  on  that 
long-benighted  region  with  healing  in  his  wings.     '  "While  at  wor- 
ship that  morning,*    writes   Dr  Laws,    'the    Handredth    Psalm 
seemed  to  have  a  new  beauty  and  depth  of  meaning  in  it  as  its 
notes  floated  over  the  blue  waves.'    Those  who  know  best,  from 
actual  experience,  the  vast  difficulties  of  the  undertaking,  such  as 
Captain  Wilson,  RN.,  Bev.  Mr  Waller,  and  Dr  Stewart,  writing 
from  Lovedale,  are  lost  in  unbounded  admiration  of  the  wonderful 
precision,  rapidity,  and  success  with  which  the  whole  has  been 
accomplished,  and   can  only  ascribe  it  to  the  special  help  and 
blessing  of  the  God  of  providence  and  grace.     To  Him,  verily,  we 
are  indebted  for  raising  up  to  us  a  commander  like  Mr  Tonng. 
— endowed  with  such  a  combination  of  pre-eminent  qualifications 
for  the  delicate  and  arduous  task  assigned  to  him.     His  high  pro- 
fessional skill,  his  indomitable  energy,  his  resolute  determination, 
bis  ceaseless  activity,  his  readiness  of  resource,  his  patient  endurance, 
his  unwearied  perseverance,  his  brave  but  kindly,  generous  Christian 
lieart — all,  all  powerfully  contributed  to  inspire  those  under  his 
leadership  with  confidence,  respect,  and  affection,  and  thus  cement 
them  not  only  into  a  company,  but  into  a  brotherhood  of  perfect 
harmony,  mutual  esteem,  and  effective  co-operation.     Where  all  the 
members  of  the  expedition  did  their  duty  so  well,  and  up  to  the  full 
extent  of  their  respective  capabilities,  it  would  be  difficult,  or  even 
unwise,  to  enter  into  minute  distinctions.     But,  next  to  the  admir- 
able commander  himself,  all  would  probably  allow  that  Dr  Laws 
and  Mr  Johnstone  were  enabled  to  render  the  most  signal  services. 
To  God  Almighty,  who  conferred  on  all  their  several  capacities,  as 
well  as  the  willingness  to  exert  these  capacities  to  the  uttermost. 
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nnder  Terj  trying  and  even  perilons  eircmnstanees,  be  ibe  pniaa  and 
the  glory  I  The  proTidentiai  meroieB  experienced  in  conneetien  wiih 
the  really  great  achierement  of  haTing  socceesfally  laonched  the  first 
steamer  that  ever  appeared  on  any  of  the  aea-like  lakes  of  Central 
AMea,  nearly  two  thousand  feet  above  the  sea— 4uii  aehievement  in 
which  the  redoubted  LiTingstone  himself  fidled — an  achieTement 
which  may  yet  be  foond  to  constitate  an  era  in  African  eman- 
cipation— ought  not  to  be  allowed  to  pass  without  some  slight 
notice.  At  Mazaro,  the  friendly  offices  of  the  Portugaese,  of 
whom,  whether  rightly  or  wrongly,  so  many  hard  things  have 
been  said,  as  enemies  and  obstructiTes  to  all  freedom  and  improfe- 
ment — whether  owing  to  the  timely  intervention  of  the  Portogaese 
ambassador  through  our  friend  Hr  Mackinnon,  or  Lord  Derby's 
recommendation  of  the  expedition  to  the  Portuguese  authorities,  or 
any  other  cause,  is  not  known — ^must  be  regarded  as  a  noteworthy 
event.  The  appearance  of  so  many  native  chiefs,  with  thousands  of 
their  followers,  on  the  banks  of  the  Lower  Shir6,  causing  heaven's 
arches  to  ring  with  jubilant  shouts  of  '  Our  others,  the  British, 
have  come  again ! '  is  a  most  noteworthy  event.  The  fact  of  seven 
hundred  natives,  through  the  promptings  of  their  friendly  ohiefr, 
acting  as  carriers  for  several  successive  days  up  steep,  nigged, 
grassy,  thorny  steeps,  under  a  broiling  sun,  of  weighty  commodities, 
without  any  of  them  disappearing,  or  an  article  found  missing,  is 
surely  a  noteworthy  event.  The  fact  of  having  passed  through  one 
of  the  most  malarious  and  feverish  regions  even  in  tropical  climes, 
with  only  two  of  three  having  slight  touches  of  fever,  while  the  rest 
were  wholly  unaffected,  so  that  ultimately  the  whole  arrived  at  the 
lake  hale  and  hearty,  vigorous,  and  in  perfect  health,  is  a  singularly 
noteworthy  event — an  event  so  noteworthy  as  to  appear  to  old 
Africans  all  but  incredible.  The  very  kind  reception  and  friendly 
bearing  of  the  great  chief  who  owns  the  whole  territory  at  the 
southern  extremity  of  the  lake,  and  who  freely  and  generously  gave 
permission  to  select  any  site  for  a  settlement  which  might  be 
reckoned  most  eligible,  is  a  noteworthy  event.  The  consternation 
and  dismay  of  the  murderous  slave  hunters  at  the  sight  of  the 
British  flag  at  the  masthead  of  the  little  steamer,  coupled  with  the 
rapturous  joy  of  thousands  of  poor  down-trodden  natives  at  the 
prospect  thereby  indicated  of  a  coming  deliverance  from  the  fangs  of 
their  merciless  oppressors,  may  well  be  accounted  a  noteworthy 
event  and  crowning  mercy." 
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BsiinfOEOSlCEKT  TO  THE  MiSSION. 

It  is  very  cheering  to  be  able  to  intimate  that  a  reinforcement  to 
the  Livingstonia  Mission  is  jnst  abont  to  leaye  these  shores.  The 
party  is  composed  as  follows : — 

The  Rev.  William  Black,  M.B.,  CM. 
Mr  John  Qunn,  Agricnliarist. 
Mr  BoBEBT  S.  Boss,  Engineer  and  Blacksmith. 
Mr  Abohibald  C.  Milleb,  Weaver. 

Dr  Stewart  of  Lovedale  has  been  requested  to  meet  the  party  at 
Algoa  Bay,  and  accompany  them  to  their  destination. 

Along  with  these  friends  will  proceed  the  Mission  party  of  the 
Established  Church,  consistbg  of  a  Medical  Missionary  and  filve 
artizans,  who  will  also  plant  a  settlement  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Lake  Nyassa.    (See  p.  10.) 

For  farther  details  we  have  only  to  refer  to  the  very  interesting 
letters  and  extract  letters  from  Mr  Young  and  Dr  Laws,  which  are 
given  in  the  Appendix.  While  called  on  to  render  most  hearty 
thanks  to  God  for  the  unspeakable  mercies  of  the  past,  let  fervent 
prayer  be  offered  up  on  behalf  of  the  mission  party,  that  their  health 
may  be  preserved,  and  a  door,  great  and  effectual,  be  opened  up 
through  their  instrumentality  for  the  entrance  of  the  everlasting 
gospel  into  the  hearts  of  myriads  of  Africa's  long-oppressed  and  down- 
trodden children. 

ALEXANDER  DUFF, 

Convener,  Foreign  Misiiom  CommiUee  cf 
the  Free  Church  of  Scotland, 

J.  MURRAY  MITCHELL, 
Secretary. 

JOHN  KAY, 

Convener,  Foreign  Miseiom  Committee  of 
the  B^ormed  Preebyterian  Church  of 
Scotland. 

May  1876. 
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APPENDIX. 


Speech  by  The  Kght  Hononrable  Lobd  Moncbdcff,  as  Chairman  of 

Public  MeeHng  in  Edinburgh. 

Lord  Moncbueff,  who  was  received  with  applause,  said — ^I^uiies  and 
gentlemen,  I  have  obeyed  with  great  pleasure  the  request  that  was 
made  to  me  to  preside  over  this  very  important  and  interesting  meet- 
ing. In  doing  so  I  have  rather  deviated  from  my  ordinary  practioe, 
but  I  thought  this  was  an  extraordinary  and  unusually  interesting 
occasion.  My  reasons  for  doing  so  were  two— in  the  first  place, 
the  deep  reverence  and  admiration  which  I  feel  for  the  memory 
of  that  diBtinguished,  energetic,  and  most  faithful  man,  David 
Livingstone.  It  seemed  to  me  that  it  was  a  fitting  thing  that  his 
countrymen— and  he  was  a  countryman  of  ours,  and  we  are  all 
proud  of  him — should  take  steps  for  the  purpose  of  perpetuating 
the  memory  of  so  important  and  great  a  servant  of  his  race  ;  a  man 
who  so  nobly  defied  difficulties  which  few  men  would  even  have 
endeavoured  to  surmount,  and  who,  I  venture  to  say,  not  only  here, 
but  in  that  country  which  he  loved  so  well,  and  which  he  so  faithfully 
served,  has  left  a  memory  that  will  be  perpetuated  to  many  generations. 
I  once  had  the  pleasure  of  spending  an  evening  in  the  company 
of  that  remarkable  man.  It  was  before  he  became  as  distinguished 
as  he  afterwards  was ;  it  was  after  his  return  from  his  first  journey 
in  Africa,  and  before  he  started  upon  his  second  and  more  re- 
nowned expedition  ;  but  I  was  greatly  struck  with  the  strong,  manly, 
noble  simplicity  of  the  man,  his  manifest  fearlessness,  his  great  devotion, 
his  single  eye  to  the  great  work  that  he  believed  to  be  before  him,  and 
the  undaunted  courage  with  which  he  looked  forward  to  his  further 
labours.  The  impression  he  made  on  my  mind  on  that  occasion  I  have 
never  forgotten  ;  and  when  I  came  to  read  the  last  memorial  of  his 
labours — I  mean  those  two  most  interesting  and  absorbing  volumei 
that  have  been  published  since  his  death — ^his  reputation  in  my  eyes  has 
risen  even  higher  than  it  then  wa&  I  think  I  never  read  a  more 
striking  record  of  a  great  man's  life  and  a  good  man's  death ;  for  he 
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had  nothing  of  what  I  may  call  the  more  vulgar  attributes  of  even 
great  and  energetic  men  in  such  positions.  He  was  courageous — 
nothing  daunted  him ;  he  was  kindly — ^nothing  was  too  humble  for 
him  to  sympathize  with  ;  he  was  devoted  to  his  Master's  cause,  yet 
without  affectation,  without  morbid  sentiment ;  and  in  his  own  strong, 
dear,  manly  way  he  has  painted  a  picture  in  that  diary  of  the  race 
among  whom  he  spent  his  best  days,  and  for  whom  his  greiit  efforts 
were  exerted,  which,  I  think,  points  the  finger  to  future  efforts  for  the 
regeneration  of  a  too-long-oppressed  portion  of  humanity,  and  ought  to 
inspire  every  philanthropist,  not  only  with  the  desire  but  with  the 
strong  hope  of  at  last  loosing  the  fetters  of  the  slave.  I  came  here  to 
listen,  not  to  speak,  and  the  few  words  I  have  said  on  the  memory  of 
Livingstone  come  from  my  heart ;  but  I  understand  the  proposal  which 
you  are  asked  to  support  is  that,  in  memory  of  that  great  traveller, 
and  in  carrying  out  the  views  he  had  so  sincerely  and  earnestly  nt 
heart,  some  men  of  like  mind  with  him  should  go  out  to  a  portion  of 
that  land  with  which  he  was  famUiar,  for  the  noble  purpose  not  only 
of  carrying  evangelical  truth  among  the  heathen  of  those  parts,  but  of 
doing,  what  no  one  can  fail  to  sympathise  with — founding  a  settlement, 
which  perchance  may  be  a  beginning,  though  but  a  small  beginning,  of 
the  extinction  of  that  abominable  traffic  which  is  so  vividly  depicted  in 
Liiving8tone*8  pages,  and  which  is  the  curse  of  that  otherwise  glorious 
land.  I  understand  that  on  Lake  Nyassa,  about  fifteen  degrees  south 
of  the  Equator,  and  at  the  source  of  the  Shire  River — if  my  geography  is 
right — it  is  proposed  to  establish  a  missionary  station  ;  and  some 
gentlemen,  as  I  have  already  mentioned,  not  unaccustomed  to  the 
country,  not  unfamiliar  with  the  people,  who  are  acquainted  with  the 
climate  and  social  usages  which  prevul  there,  are  willing  to  give  their 
services  for  the  noble  object  of  establishing  an  evangelical  mission  on 
the  banks  of  Lake  Nyassa,  with  a  view  to  assist  not  merely  in  bringing 
the  natives  there  to  a  knowledge  of  the  truth,  but  also  in  putting  down 
the  nefarious  traffic  in  human  flesh  which  has  so  disgraced  that  country. 
I  rejoice  that  I  should  have  been  allowed  to-day  to  preside  over  a 
meeting  for  so  noble  a  purpose.  I  shall  not  detain  you  longer  ;  but  I 
only  wish  to  say,  in  conclusion,  that  this  mission  seems  entirely  in 
imison  with  the  spirit  of  Christian  truth.  We  have  heard  a  good  deal 
in  late  days  of  a  new  civilisation  which  thinks  it  is  superior  to  the  old 
traditions  of  revelation,  and  which  would  invite  the  people  of  this 
country,  and  I  suppose  the  people  of  other  countries,  to  go  back  from 
our  modem  notions  to  what  prevailed  in  sentiment  some  two  thousand 
years  ago— to  the  principles  of  the  old  heathen  philosophers.  I  am  not 
going  to  enlarge  upon  such  a  topic  at  the  present  moment  ;  but  I 
would  say  this — that  I  do  not  know  any  time,  in  any  country,  when 
one  single  slave  obtained  his   liberty  from  the  preaching  of  such 
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doctrines  as  these.  Evangelical  trnth  and  personal  freedom  hare  gone 
hand  in  hand  for  the  last  two  thousand  years.  Wherever  the  former 
is  preached,  the  fetters  fall  from  the  limbs  of  the  slave  ;  therefore  I  hail 
here  the  prognostic  of  great  events,  and  I  am  pei*fectljr  certain  that  if 
ever  the  slave  trade  in  Africa  is  to  be  destroyed,  it  wOl  be  when  the 
light  of  evangelical  truth  dawns  on  that  country. 

Speech  at  Public  Meeting  in  Edinburgh  by  Bev.  Horaox  Wallbb, 
F.E.G.S.,  Rector  of  TwyweU,  Northampton^  and  Editor  of 
"  Livingstone's  Last  Journals.'^ 

Mr  Waller  tried  to  represent  the  feelings  of  Livingstone  as  he 
wandered  in  Africa  in  regard  to  slavery.  He  thought  it  was  a  noble 
thing  to  see  a  memorial  to  David  Livingstone  taking  this  form.  No 
other  memorial  would  have  been  in  accordance  with  the  feelings  of  the 
great  traveller.  No  better  tribute  could  be  paid  to  his  memory  than 
by  following  out  the  work  he  began.  He  pointed  out  the  wisdom  of 
the  proposal.  Acts  of  civilisation  must  go  before  evangelisation  in 
such  countries.  The  languages  of  the  people  must  be  learnt,  and  the 
force  of  a  Christian  example  must  be  shewn  before  the  preaching  of  the 
lips  could  be  effectual.  He  read  extracts  from  a  letter  of  Livingstone, 
to  shew  that  he  had  advocated  the  reaching  of  the  inland  country  by 
the  rivers  rather  than  by  any  other  way.  Along  the  caravan  route  the 
distress  of  the  journey  was  so  great  that  the  Arab  slave-dealers  were 
willing  to  allow  their  slave  gangs  to  melt  away  to  the  extent  of  one 
half,  if  they  could  save  the  rest  for  the  market.  Scenes  occurred  of  the 
most  honible  description.  There  was  but  one  way  to  uproot  this 
slavery.  Nothing  but  English  influence  would  put  a  stop  to  it 
David  Livingstone  was  dead.  He  foresaw  long  ago  that  he  should  hSl 
in  Africa,  but  his  death  had  given  an  impetus  which  was  significant  in 
the  highest  degree.  The  cloak  of  David  Livingstone  had  fallen  on  the 
whole  of  Christian  England.  All  eyes  were  fixed  on  Africa,  where  his 
steps  marked  a  noble  purpose,  and  there  was  a  wish  to  follow  in  them. 
He  rejoiced  at  this  unusual  crowding  together  of  godly  men  to  make  a 
united  effort  to  help  poor  Africa.  The  large-heartedness  which  dwelt 
in  David  Livingstone  had  made  him  conscious,  he  had  written  in  one  of 
his  letters,  of  but  one  feeling  of  respect  and  love  for  both  parties  (the 
Church  of  England  and  the  Free  Church)  in  regard  to  their  African 
work.  There  was  room  enough  and  to  spare,  he  had  written,  for  all 
who  wish  to  promote  Christ's  kingdom  in  this  region.  They  had,  he 
shewed,  men  representing  them  in  Africa  loved  and  respected  by  the 
natives.  Mr  Waller  added,  in  regard  to  the  slave  trade,  that  before 
Livingstone  died,  the  trade  had  had  a  blow  at  its  roots  which  had  led 
the  upas  tree  to  wither  away  on  the  coast.    But  the  interior  slave  trade 
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yet  flouriflhed.  What  the  effect  of  a  body  of  EngliBhrnen  on  the  Lake 
Njasaa  would  be,  he  left  them  to  imagine  from  the  statements  of  what 
the  presence  of  a  single  man— David  Livingstone — ^had  had  on  the 
slave-traders.  Nothing  was  now  talked  of  so  much  along  the  Arab 
caravan  routes  as  the  action  of  the  Englishmen  on  the  coast.  When 
they  saw  Englishmen  on  the  lake,  under  the  English  flag,  he  had  no 
doubt  that  a  moral  influence  would  be  exerted  upon  them  greater  than 
could  be  contemplated.  He  pointed  to  the  assurance  always  expressed 
by  Dr  Livingstone,  that  things  would  come  right  at  last  in  regard  to 
Africa,  and  urged  on  the  meeting  to  make  this  cause  their  own,  and 
raise  up  this  most  noble  of  all  memorials  to  his  memory — a  temple  of 
peace  and  religion  in  Africa,  in  which  the  name  of  the  Lord  would  be 
heard  in  reverence  and  prayer. 

Speech  by  James  White,  Esq.  of  Overtonn,  as  Chairman  of  Public 

Meeting  in  Glasgow. 

Mr  Whits  said  it  was  very  gratifying  to  find  so  very  large  an 
attendance  at  such  a  time  of  the  day,  manifesting  the  interest  taken 
in  the  object  for  which  the  meeting  had  been  called.  It  was  un- 
neoeasary  for  him  to  say  much  in  favour  of  that  object.  It  was  one 
that  must  commend  itself  to  every  Christian  mind,  and  to  every  one 
interested  in  the  propagation  of  the  Qospel  of  Jesus  Christ.  It  was 
specially  worthy  the  consideration  of  Scotchmen.  It  was  exceedingly 
pleasing  to  find  that  in  the  east  and  in  this  metropolis  in  the  west  the 
citizens  had  combined  together  with  unusual  alacrity  and  with  great 
unanimity  in  resolving  to  erect  a  monument  of  brass  to  commemorate 
the  name  and  the  fame  of  David  Livingstone;  but  he  was  glad 
that  in  a  country  such  as  this  Livingstone's  name  was  to  be  comme- 
morated in  more  than  a  monument  of  brass  or  of  bronze — ^that  they 
were  about  to  erect  a  living  monument  commemorating  his  services  to 
this  country  and  the  civilised  world.  It  had  been  resolved  that  a 
mission  should  be  set  agoing  in  Central  Africa.  Its  position  was 
intended  to  be  at  the  southern  part  of  Lake  Nyassa,  about  60  miles 
from  MurchiBon  Falls,  and  about  300  miles  from  the  sea,  to  which  there 
could  be  communication  by  means  of  flat  boats  for  almost  the  whole 
distance.  The  population  of  the  district,  as  stated  by  Dr  Livingstone 
himself  in  one  of  his  memoranda,  was  very  dense,  and  it  was  hardly 
necessary  to  remark  that  the  men  and  women  comprising  it  were 
bound  neither  by  the  ties  of  morality  nor  of  Christianity ;  that  they 
were  eaBentially  slaves,  body  and  soul,  dying  in  hundreds,  uncared  for 
and  unprovided  for;  and  unless  the  Christians  in  this  country,  who 
derived  so  much  from  their  Christianity,  lent  a  helping  hand  to  open 
up  such  dirtricts  to  the  benefits  of  the  Qospel,  their  name  would 
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become  an  empty  sound.  It  became  them  to  send  a  pioneer,  at  all 
events,  to  pave  the  way  for  enriching  the  country  with  the  truths  of 
the  Bible.  The  enterprise,  he  added,  was  started  in  no  sectarisn 
spirit,  and  the  men  sent  out  would  be  men  who  could  be  thoroo^y 
relied  upon,  and  who  knew  how  to  use  the  influences  with  which  they 
were  entrusted.  He  was  glad  to  think  that  the  scheme  had  been 
inaugurated  under  such  good  auspices,  for  from  many  sources  they  had 
found  countenance  and  promise  of  support  to  an  extent  far  beyond 
what  was  originally  expected  ;  and  he  was  sure  that,  as  the  merits  of  the 
undertaking  became  better  known  and  more  widely  dffiused,  the  interest 
of  all  sections  would  be  evinced,  so  that  it  might  be  carried  out  with 
efficiency  and,  he  trusted,  paramount  success. 


Speech  by  Captain  Wilson,  R.N.,  at  Public  Meeting  in  Glasgow. 

It  was  now  thirteen  years  ago,  Captain  Wilson  said,  since  he  first  met 
Dr  Stewart  under  peculiar  circumstances.    He  then  commanded  a  ship 
on  the  East  Coast  of  Africa,  and  was  lying  in  the  harbour  of  Mozam- 
bique, when  an  English  ship  arrived,  having  on  board  the  steamer  built 
for  Dr  Livingstone,  in  the  hope  that  it  might  be  placed  on  Lake 
Nyassa.    The  vessel  likewise  brought  a  letter  from  his  Commander-in- 
Chief,  directing  any  man-of-war  on  the  coast  to  render  every  aasistance. 
He  accordingly  took  the  vessel  down  to  the  mouth  of  the  Zambesi, 
where  they  met  Liviugstone  in  the  Pioneer.    He  thereafter  spent  two 
months  working  in  concert  with  Dr  Livingstone,  Dr  Stewart  having 
started  on  a  reconnaissance  of  the  country  to  report  as  to  the  suitability 
of  its  becoming  a  mission  station.    Mr  £.  Young,  who  was  to  act  aa  the 
advanced  guard  of  the  mission  now  projected,  was  then  serving  under 
his  command ;  and'  as  he  believed  him  well  qualified  for  the  position, 
he  placed  him  in  command  of  the  Pioneer,  in  which  post  he  remained 
for  two  years.    Mr  Young  subsequently  went  out  at  tlie  head  of  the 
Livingstone  Search  Expedition,  and  succeeded  in  the  object  for  which 
it  was  appointed.    With  reference  to  the  object  for  which  the  present 
meeting  had  been  called,  he  considered  that  the  mouth  of  the  Zambesi 
was  a  very  suitable  harbour  by  means  of  which  to  open  up  oommnni- 
cation  with  Central  Africa.    He  was  for  ten  years  on  that  station,  and 
he  knew  the  district  about  Lake  Nyassa  was  the  most  thickly  populated 
of  any  of  the  African  continent.    There  were  obvious  reasons  why  this 
should  be.    It  was  a  great  fresh-water  basin,  and  consequently  well 
stocked  with  game,  and  it  also  contained  a  great  quantity  of  fish,  which 
naturally  attracted  a  large  population.    It  was  also  the  great  point  from 
which  the  African  slave  trade  was  fed.    In  several  of  the  slave  dhows 
he  had  captured,  he  foimd  the  shoulders  of  the  slaves  excoriated  from 
carrying  ivory,  and  this  trade  in  ivory  was  the  kernel  of  the  slaV^ 
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trade.  These  slaves  used  to  come  from  Portuguese  territory,  bat  now 
they  were  drawn  chiefly  from  the  large  population  round  about  Lake 
Nyaasa.  In  going  up  the  river  with  Dr  Livingstone  they  passed 
through  large  villages.  The  people  were  numerous  and  extremely 
hospitable  in  a  rough  kind  of  way,  and  lived  in  a  rude  plenty.  They 
made  iron  implements  and  their  own  cotton  cloth,  and  they  understood 
the  uee  of  indigo,  and  manufactured  their  own  tobacco.  All  these 
things  shewed  a  certain  amount  of  civilisation,  and  that  they  had 
reached  that  point  when  they  could  be  successfully  dealt  with  by 
Europeans.  To  ensure  success  of  any  kind  in  Africa,  they  must  both 
preach  and  be  practical.  Whatever  they  did,  he  would  strongly  recom- 
mend that  those  who  went  out  should  be  double-handed — men  who 
were  able  to  work  as  weU  as  preach.  About  the  suitability  of  the  site 
there  could  be  no  two  opiniona  It  had  a  great  number  of  advantages. 
As  he  had  said,  there  was  direct  communication  between  Lake  Nyassa  and 
the  sea,  and  a  vessel  of  three  or  four  feet  draught  of  water  could  at  certain 
seasons  sail  to  the  Zambesi,  and  at  auy  season  to  within  60  miles  of  the 
Murchison  Falls.  There  was  thus  about  300  or  350  miles  of  navigable 
river,  and  the  whole  of  the  porterage  above  the  Falls  was  only  36  miles, 
or,  calculating  for  the  meanderings  of  the  route,  70  miles ;  and  that 
was  a  small  matter  compared  with  the  jouruey  of  800  or  1000  miles 
from  Zanzibar  to  Nyassa.  The  site  fixed  on  for  the  mission  station  was 
on  a  peninsula  in  the  Lake — ground  belonging  to  two  friendly  chiefs — 
and  he  did  not  think  a  better  could  have  been  selected.  One  thing  should 
be  carefully  attended  to — namely,  to  maintain  communication  with  the 
sea.  To  secure  this  it  would  be  necessary  to  have  a  vessel  placed  on 
the  lake,  of  say  10  or  15  tons  burden.  She  should  be  fitted  with  a  sail, 
with  an  auxiliary  screw  for  the  purpose  of  being  put  under  steam  when 
necessary.  This  vessel  would  be  usefully  employed  in  reaching  various 
points  with  their  teachers  and  artificers,  and  it  would  also  prevent  the 
possibility  of  their  running  out  of  food,  as,  if  the  crop  failed  in  one 
part,  they  could  remove  to  another.  Then  a  boat  of  certain  dimensions 
should  be  placed  on  the  river,  and  it  would  be  important  to  establish 
an  agency  at  Quilimane.  In  that  way  they  would  be  able  to  keep  up 
communication  with  Mozambique,  as  he  believed  the  steamers  now 
called  at  that  port  But  even  failing  that,  he  did  not  know  any  reason 
why  a  boat  with  snfiicient  scantling  should  not  make  the  voyage.  The 
distance  was  only  300  miles,  and  the  weather  was  always  fine  except 
in  the  hurricane  season.  With  reference  to  Mr  Young,  he  was  a 
proved  man.  He  was  two  years  with  Dr  Livingstone,  and  had  he 
liot  been  a  fit  man,  he  would  not  have  been  there  two  months.  He 
sincerely  believed  there  was  not  another  man  in  England  who  would 
perform  the  duty  so  welL  In  addition,  as  one  result,  it  would  break 
the  neck  of  the  slave  trade  in  that  diatricti  for  the  natives  would  very 
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Boon  Bee  that  it  would  be  to  their  advantage  not  to  allow  it  to  contiiiiie. 
Speaking  as  an  outsider,  but  as  one  who  had  a  deep  interest  in  the 
Airican  continent,  he  expressed  his  confidence  in  the  scheme,  and  in 
the  men  who  were  to  be  entrusted  with  the  working  of  it  oat  Dr 
Stewart  was  a  man  who  was  heart  and  soul  in  the  work.  He  had  seen 
him  return  from  the  interior  of  Africa  more  like  a  "  bag  of  bones " 
than  a  man  ;  but  the  officers  under  his  command,  aa  well  as  himself, 
put  him  down  as  the  most  practical  man  they  had  met  upon  that 
station. 


INSTRUCTIONS 

To  Lake  Nyassa  Mission  Party  from  Foreign  Missions  Committee  of 
the  Free  Church,  with  concurrence  of  Committee  of  Befi>nned 
Presbyterian  Church, 

It  is  in  your  capacity  as  members  of  a  pioneer  Missionary  Expedi- 
tion into  hitherto  unevangelized  regions  that  we  now  address  you,  and 
the  peculiar  character  of  your  Mission  will  sufficiently  account  for  the 
peculiarity  of  our  instructions. 

I. — Leadership. 

Mr  E.  D.  Young  will  be  the  leader  of  the  Expedition  from  the  day 
of  embarkation  until  the  Expedition  shall  have  arrived  at  Lake  Nyassa, 
and  have  launched  the  *'  Ilala  "  on  the  lake. 

The  Members  of  the  Expedition  are  as  follows  : — 

Mr  E.  D.  Young. 

Bev.  Dr  Egbert  Laws. 

Mr  Henrt  Henderson  (Agent  of  the  Established  Church). 

Mr  George  Johnston,  Carpenter. 

Mr  John  Macfadyen,  Engineer  and  Blacksmith. 

Mr  AxLAN  Simpson,  Second       do. 

Mr  AxEXANDER  EiDDSL,  Agriculturist. 

Mr  William  Baker,  Able  Seaman. 

Mr  £.  D.  Young  will  have  the  management  and  control  of  all  move- 
ments of  the  Expedition.  Following  him  and  second  in  chaige  u  Dr 
Laws.  All  the  members  of  the  Expedition  are  required  to  render  to 
Mr  Young,  or  whoever  is  in  charge,  that  respect  that  is  due  to  one 
holding  so  important  an  office,  and  that  obedience  to  orders  which  is 
neoessaiy  for  the  safety  of  the  Expedition. 

When  Dr  Stewart  arrives  at  Lake  Nyassa,  he  shall  have  charge  of 
and  full  authority  over  all  the  operations  of  the  Mission  for  the  whole 
period  he  continues  there.    In  all  arrangements  as  to  choosing  and 
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finally  fixing  or  subsequently  removing  the  site  of  the  proposed  station, 
and  negotiations  with  chiefs,  the  general  management  of  the  affairs  of 
the  Mission  will  be  in  his  hands  ;  while  for  the  safe  navigation  of  the 
vessel  on  the  lake  Mr  Young  will  have  the  entire  control  and  respon- 
sibility.   Until  Dr  Stewart  arrives,  Mr  Young  will  continue  in  charge. 

II. — Site. 

The  following  directions  are  given  in  reference  to  choosing  the  site — 
even  though  the  particular  locality  may  be  regarded  as  temporary. 
Beasons  may  subsequently  appear  to  make  it  advisable  or  necessary  to 
alter  the  position  first  chosen  ;  but,  generally,  the  north-east  side  of  the 
promontory  known  as  Cape  Maclear  is  pointed  out. 

The  ioamedlate  spot,  if  such  can  be  found,  should  be  a  graveUy  ridge 
with  sufficient  slope  to  admit  of  rapid  drainage  after  rain.  It  should 
be  as  elevated  as  possible,  without  being  inconveniently  so,  but  within 
sight  of,  and  of  comparatively  easy  access  to,  the  harbour  which  may 
be  chosen  below. 

If  such  a  position  can  be  found,  with  a  small  area  of  a  few  acres  of 
level  and  fertile  land  close  by,  on  which  to  form  the  first  fields  and 
gardens,  the  spot  may  be  regarded  as  suitable.  It  will  be  still  more  so, 
if  from  any  higher  land  above,  a  stream  coming  from  a  fountain,  and 
which  is  found  running  in  the  dry  season,  either  passes  by,  or  can  be 
made,  through  a  detour  of  one  or  more  miles,  to  pass  by  the  station. 

Begard  should  also  be  had  as  to  the  direction  of  the  prevailing  wind, 
and  no  position  should  be  chosen  to  the  leeward  of  any  swamp  or 
marshy  land.  Several  of  these  points,  however,  can  only  be  settled  by 
lengthened  observation  on  the  spot. 

III. — Purchase  or  Land  for  Site. 

It  may  or  may  not  be  advisable  to  attempt  to  purchase  that  at  first. 
That  depends  entirely  on  the  temper  of  the  chief  and  the  people  who 
may  have  to  be  dealt  with.  They  may  or  may  not  be  willing  to  sell, 
but  if  it  can  be  done,  the  purchase  should  be  made  ;  at  aU  events  it 
should  be  clearly  understood  that  the  chief  publicly  '^  gives  "  the  land 
A8  long  as  it  may  be  wanted.  The  quantity  asked  should  not  be  largCi 
simply  sufilcient  for  a  good-sized  native  village,  with  fields  or  gardens, 
and  with  right  of  way  to  the  cove  or  harbour  where  the  boats  lie. 

IV, — ^Waoes  to  Native  Porters  and  Labourers. 

This  rate  should  be  fixed  at  first  at  the  very  lowest  amount  foi 
which  porterage  can  be  obtained.  This  direction  should  specially  be 
borne  in  mind  in  reference  to  the  porterage  over  the  Murchison 
Cataracts,  inasmuch  as  that  first  rate  will  continue  for  all  time  to  come 
to  be  the  fixed  rate,  and  as  there  will  always  be  goods  passing  inward. 
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if  a  high  rate  is  paid  now,  the  Mission  must  continue  to  pay  that,  or 
perhaps  even  something  higher. 

It  will  be  simply  impossible  to  develop  an  industrial  settlement  with 
high  rates  for  passing  into  or  out  of  the  country  on  a  short  section  of 
the  journey ;  and  it  will  be  some  time  before  transport  by  animals  can 
be  established. 

Taking  the  price  of  native  labour  in  India  and  China  and  other 
such  countries  into  account,  about  sixpence  a-day  ought  to  be  amply 
sufficient 

T. — Storbs. 

All  stores  for  barter  are  to  be  regarded  as  money,  and  regular  entries, 

full  and  in  detail,  are  to  be  kept  of  the  different  expenditures.    These 

details  are  required  for  guidance  in  the  estimating  of  costs  for  future 

operations  of  various  kinds,  as  well  as  for  rendering  an  account  of  the 

different  sums  sent  abroad.    Fifteen  thousand  yards  of  calico,  as  well 

as  other  barter  goods,  are  sent  out,  and  these,  as  well  as  all  other  stonsy 

should  be  entered  in  a  book,  and  the  charge  of  the  whole  given  to  ooe 

of  the  members  of  the  staff,  who  is  to  be  held  responsible  for  the 

expenditure  of  the  goods,  and  also  for  their  frequent  ini^)ection.    A 

Storekeeper  shall  be  appointed  by  Mr  Young.    If  the  books  are  properly 

kept,  and  a  monthly  balance  made  of  stores  expended  to  shew  the 

quantity  on  hand,  it  will  be  easy  to  discover  beforehand  what  goods 

are  mostly  wanted,  and  prevent  the  mission  falling  into  the  awkward 

position  of  being  entirely  in  want  of  some  necessary  articles.    Many 

months  must  elapse  before  an  order  sent  home,  or  to  the  Cape,  can  be 

executed. 

VI. — Dailt  Journal. 

For  some  considerable  time — perhaps  for  two  or  three  yean — a 
Daily  Journal  should  be  kept,  recording  all  matters  of  general  interest, 
and  specially,  records  of  daily  temperature  (three  obaervationa  if 
possible),  atmospheric  changes,  the  setting  in  of  rains,  the  directions  of 
winds,  the  kind  of  daily  employment  engaged  in  by  the  staff,  and 
immediately  following  on  this,  a  statement  on  the  health  of  the  party, 
thus— ''All  well ;  general  health  good, or  excellent  Sick  list^none ;" 
or,  "  Sick  list^one ;  A.  K  ill  of  fever,  slight  attack— or,  prolonged 
attack.'*  State  facts  only  at  first — give  inferences  after  a  time  wheu 
there  appear  to  be  sufficient  data  to  explain  any  illness,  as  the  connec- 
tion between  kind  of  weather,  work  and  diet,  or  special  exposure.  This 
work  is  committed  to  Dr  Laws  as  part  of  his  duty  as  Medical  Officer, 
and  as  second  in  charge  at  present  If  the  form  of  entry  is  to  be 
tabukted  and  abbreviated,  the  record  can  easily  be  made  in  a  few 
minutes. 

It  may  appear  as  if  undue  importance  were  being  attached  to  this 
part  of  the  instructions,  but  it  will  probably  be  discovered  that  on 
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oorrect  mfoixoation  of  this  kind  the  welfare  and  continued  suooess  of 
this  Miasion  is  greatly  dependent  We  know  as  yet  too  litUe  of  the 
eanaea  which  influence  health  in  that  country. 

The  book  is  to  be  submitted  to  Mr  Young's  inspection  occasionallyy 
say  once  or  twice  a-week,  and  the  substance  of  its  contents  to  be  com- 
municated, from  time  to  time,  to  the  Committee  of  the  Free  Church  for 
the  information  and  guidance  of  the  Committees  of  the  co-operating 
Ghnrches. 

Without  laying  restriction  on  private  communications  of  members  of 
the  Expedition  to  their  friends  at  home,  details  of  the  work  and 
progress  of  the  Expedition  itself  are  not  to  be  published,  except  under 
the  revision  and  with  the  consent  of  the  Committees. 

VII. — FiBST  Efforts,  after  OBTAiNiNa  a  Site. 

The  site  having  been  obtained,  the  first  thing  to  be  done  will  be  to 
erect  huts,  round  or  square,  and  get  all  tlie  goods,  as  well  as  the  whole 
party,  safely  housed  before  the  rains.  This  should  be  done  before  any 
attempt  is  made  to  sail  round  the  Lake.  There  will  be  some  difficulty 
at  that  season  in  obtaimng  thatch,  but  greater  efforts  must  on  that 
account  be  made.  To  secure  yourselves,  so  as  to  preserve  health ;  to 
secure  the  stores  from  injury,  by  frequent  examination ;  to  gain  the 
confidence  of  the  natives,  by  letting  it  be  widely  known  what  your  real 
objects  are  ;  by  encouraging  them  to  bring  various  articles,  chiefly 
goods,  for  sale,  and  especially  by  buying  from  them  as  soon  as  possible 
a  certain  number  of  goats,  sheep,  and  cattle — if  they  are  to  be  had — so 
as  to  secure  a  small  herd  or  flock,  wiU  be  work  enough  for  the  first  few 
months.  It  will  be  of  little  use,  however,  buying  these  animals  unless 
they  are  well  protected  at  night 

At  the  proper  season  the  half  of  all  the  seeds  taken  should  be  sown 
in  a  well-fenced  garden.  The  first  efforts  in  this  direction  are  more  by 
way  of  experiment.  Allow  a  portion  of  all  the  plants  and  yegetables  to 
come  to  seed  for  further  use. 

Your  first,  and  constant  and  most  important  duty  will  be  so  to  live 
and  act  by  attention  to  diet,  to  hours  of  work  and  rest,  by  avoidance  of 
undue  or  needless  exposure,  as  to  keep  up  a  fair  amount  of  health. 
Nothing  will  do  the  enterprise  more  good  at  home  than  favourable 
reports  of  all  the  members  of  the  staff ;  and  nothing  will  do  it  so  much 
injury  as  a  report  that  the  general  health  is  low,  or  that  some  have  had 
to  be  invalided  and  sent  home.  The  attention  of  all  is  reconunended  to 
the  Bev.  Horace  Waller's  pamphlet  on  the  African  Fever. 

YIIL^DlRBCT  MiSSIONABT  WoRK. 

From  the  first  this  may  be  carried  on  in  an  indirect  way  by  the 
services  of  morning  and  evening  worship,  which  should  be  steadily  kept 
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up  by  the  party  unitedly,  as  well  as  the  more  special  eervioee  on  a 
simple  form  on  Sundays  at  first  So  far  as  you  can  trust  your  inter- 
preters, you  should  lose  no  time  in  making  known  to  the  natives  the 
grand  hading  object  of  your  Mission,  which  is  the  enlightenment  of 
their  minds,  the  salvation  of  their  souls,  and,  as  the  sure  consequent  ci 
all  this,  the  elevation  of  their  character  and  the  improvement  of  their 
general  condition,  individual  and  sociaL  With  this  view  you  may 
begin  early  to  communicate  the  simple  truths  of  the  Bible  whenever 
you  have  au  opportunity  ;  although  for  a  lengthened  period  the  most 
effective  way  by  which  the  gospel  can  be  understood  by  the  natives  will 
be  through  your  holy  characters  and  consistent  lives.  At  first,  how- 
ever, your  efforts  should  be  very  specially  directed  to  the  acquisition  of 
the  language. 

The  regular  commencement  of  school  work  for  teaching  the  young  is 
not  of  absolute  necessity  at  first,  but  some  effort  to  gather  the  children 
for  an  hour  a-day  to  begin  with  should  not  be  too  long  delayed ;  nor 
need  there  be  any  discouragement  if  the  attendance  is  ezceedin^y 
irregular,  and  if  there  should  not  be  for  some  considerable  time  any 
right  comprehension  on  the  part  of  the  people  of  what  is  really  intended 
to  be  done.    The  arrangements  of  this  may  be  l^t  to  "Dt  Laws. 

IX.— Active  Interferbnck  with  the  Slavs  Trade. 

On  this  difficult  question  no  rule  can  be  laid  down,  except  this,  which 
is  abaolute^  and  to  he  scrupuloudy obgerved  by  all  the  membersof  the  party^ 
that  active  interference  by  force  initiated  on  yow  side  is  in  no  ease,  and  on 
no  account  tohatever,  to  be  resorted  to.  By  shewing  the  people  in  kindly 
loving,  conciliatory  wa3rs,  that  they  are  acting  against  their  own 
interests,  and  destroying  themselves  in  carrying  on  this  trade,  more 
will  be  gained  in  the  long  run,  than  by  any  arm^  interference  with 
Arab  caravans. 

It  should  never  be  forgotten  that  the  first  shot  which  is  fired  in  any 
hostilities  against  Arab  or  native  slave-dealers  will  do  more  to  paralyse 
the  varied  efforts  of  the  members  of  the  expedition  than  any  temporary 
success  in  the  liberation  of  slaves  can  possibly  counterbalance.  Any 
act  of  this  kind  will  also  immediately  surround  the  Mission  with  an 
atmosphere  of  insecurity  which  years  will  not  disperse.  It  will  make 
always  difficult,  and  sometimes  dangerous,  those  short  journeys,  in  all 
directions  round  the  station,  which  should  be  undertaken  from  time  to 
time,  in  order  to  become  acquainted  with  the  people  and  gain  their 
confidence,  and  from  which,  if  they  are  wisely  arranged,  much  good  is 
expected.  It  will  take  away  the  minds  of  all  the  staff  from  that 
peaceful  daily  labour  by  which  alone  the  settlement  will  be  firmly 
established  in  the  land  ;  and  on  the  mind  of  the  public  in  this  countiy 
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the  effects  axisiog  from  a  report  of  any  hostile  encounter  will  be  very 
disaatrons  as  regards  the  f  atare  support  of  the  Mission. 

The  only  circumstances  in  which  fire-arms  can  be  justifiably  used 
will  be  in  self-defence,  or  in  case  of  actual  attack,  which  is  scarcely  likely 
to  happen  ;  but  if  this  should  occur,  you  will  of  course  be  bound  to 
defend  yourselves.  But  under  all  circumstances  of  this  nature,  it  will 
be  better  to  try  the  effect  of  conciliation,  forbearance,  and  patient 
endurance  to  the  uttermost,  and  even  to  retire  for  a  time.  Livingstone's 
journals  will  be  found  to  supply  some  excellent  examples  of  what  is 
here  indicated. 

X. — General  Attitude  towards  the  Natives. 

Those  who  are  new  to  the  country,  and  inexperienced  as  regards  the 
native  people,  should  remember  that  they  require  much  explanation  in 
all  dealings  with  them  ;  that  patience  is  never  thrown  away  upon  them  ; 
that  they  fear  and  respect  a  man  who,  under  the  discipline  of  self- 
control,  is  habitually  quiet  and  firm  in  his  demeanour,  and  who  never 
loses  his  temper.  If  you  can  habitually  thus  act,  you  will  gain  their 
esteem.  In  no  case  break  your  word  to  them,  even  though  you  have 
made  a  mistake  in  a  bargain,  or  in  promising  too  much  on  any  pay- 
ment* On  the  other  hand,  in  no  case  let  them,  through  unguardedneas 
or  want  of  proper  inquiry  on  your  part,  overreach  you.  At  all  times 
make  bargains  and  agreements  perfectly  clear.  Counsel  peace  always 
between  tribes  and  neighbours,  and  in  case  of  any  tribal  difficulty  do 
not  take  any  side,  if  you  can  possibly  avoid  taking  it ;  and  be  in  no 
hurry  to  do  so.  Never  believe  the  first  report  that  goes  through  the 
country,  until  further  inquiry  make  the  truth  plain  ;  and  in  dealing 
both  with  individuals  and  with  the  people  assembled  in  the  villages, 
when  you  enter  them  on  any  business,  remember  that  simple  acts  of 
kindness  and  courtesy  are  never  thrown  away,  even  on  a  savage  people. 

XI. — ^MlNOR  SuaOESTIONS. 

1.  The  health  of  the  party  will  be  greatly  promoted  by  any  well- 
continued  system  of  rational  recreation,  in  the  shape  of  entertainments 
to  the  native  people,  or  occasional  formal  holidays  among  the  staff 
themselves.  This  suggestion  will  be  difficult  to  carry  out,  but  it  may 
be  productive  of  good,  and,  if  properly  done,  will  tend  to  dissipate  little 
differences,  coldness,  or  quarrels  that  may  arise  among  the  members 
of  the  staff.  Bemember  and  turn  to  practical  account  Dr  Kane's  ex- 
perience on  the  Arctic  regions.  Your  position  at  first  will  be  nearly  as 
isolated  from  Europeans,  with  the  opposite  extreme  of  temperature. 

2.  ffurUing, — No  restrictions  are  of  course  imposed,  except  that  you 
do  not  neglect  your  regular  work,  and  do  not  expose  your  lives  to 
unnecessary  dangers ;  but  a  suggestion  may  not  be  unneoessaxy.    The 
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tendency  of  many  when  first  entering  snch  a  region  ae  the  Zambesi,  is 
to  fire  at  animaJs  of  all  kinds  which  may  come  across  one's  path.   A 
reckless  waste  of  life  is  thus  occasioned,  and  many  harmless  creatorei 
are  thus  wantonly  destroyed.    All  animals  fit  for  food  ai«  fair  game, 
and  all  noxious  animals  and  beasts  of  prey  are  so  also.    Bat  in  the 
pursuit  of  these,  especially  of  harmless  animals  for  food,  you  should 
always  take  into  account  the  distance  at  which  you  aim,  and  also  the 
kind  of  weapon  which  you  have  at  hand  to  use.    To  fire  at  an  animal 
at  a  very  great  distance,  on  the  bare  chance  of  hitting  it  in  some  part 
not  vital,  is  often  to  inflict  needless  cruelty  on  Gh)d's  creatures.    They 
are  His,  and  He  cares  for  them.    In  the  circumstance  just  mentioned, 
the  wounded  animal  generally  escapes  only  to  drag  out  a  miserable  life, 
while  no  real  advantage  ia  gained.    Ammunition  is  only  thrown  away. 
The  same  remark  applies  to  using  a  single  light  weapon  against  very 
large  animals. 

XIL—  Conclusion. 

In  all  the  different  stages  of  this  work,  the  Committee  hope  and 
believe  that  each  of  the  members  of  the  staff  will  bear  in  mind  that 
both  the  present  and  ultimate  objects  of  the  Mission  are  very  different 
from  those  of  any  scientific,  commercial,  or  exploring  expedition.  The 
spirit  and  the  methods  which  give  success  in  the  latter  are  very  different 
from  those  necessary  to  secure  real  and  permanent  success  in  the 
former. 

Difficulties  may  and  will  probably  arise,  and  services  be  required, 
which  cannot  at  present  be  foreseen.  In  all  these,  reidst  the  tendency 
to  dissatisfaction  and  division  which  is  apt  to  arise,  and  which,  when  it 
takes  possession  of  you,  will  rob  you  of  half  your  strength.  live  in 
brotherly  affection  and  harmony  among  yourselves ;  and  strive  to  over- 
come slight  estrangements  of  feeling.  In  order  to  this,  bear  ever  in 
mind  the  Divine  exhortation,  "  Love  one  another  with  a  pure  heart 
fervently."  Beware  of  rash  steps  and  of  resolutions  formed  In  temper, 
or  in  the  irritability  and  excitement  of  brain  which  precedes  an  attack 
of  fever  generally  by  one  day,  or  after  the  attack  has  set  in.  Beware 
equally  of  the  first  speck  or  germ  of  doubt  which  may  appear  in  your 
mind  as  to  your  calling  in  God's  providence  to  this  work.  You  are  in 
it  for  the  time  being.  Don't  think  of  &ilure  as  probable,  for  that  is 
the  beginning  of  defeat  Think,  however,  of  the  great  issues  that  are 
dependent  on  your  success,  and  how  disastrous  to  the  cause  of 
Christianity  any  failure  would  be.  It  should  never  be  fm^tten  that 
the  success  of  such  a  Mission  ia  to  be  judged  of  in  the  light  of  great 
ultimate  and  permanent  results,  and  not  with  reference  to  any 
adventurous  or  exciting  incidents  in  connection  with  its  origin  and 
progress. 
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Look  to  Grod  in  all  your  difficulties.  Put  your  trust  in  Him,  while 
at  the  same  time  you  relax  no  effort  which  experience  or  wisdom  or 
resolution  may  suggest  Be  much  in  prayer,  individually  by  yourselves 
and  socially  with  one  another.  Bemember  the  special  promise  to  a 
genuine  co-partnery  in  prayer — "  If  two  of  you  shall  agree  on  earth  as 
touching  anything  they  shall  ask/it  shall  be  done  for  them."  Seek 
Gkxi's  guidance,  protection,  and  blessing  on  yourselves,  your  associates, 
and  your  work.  Believingly  expect  to  receive  all  these  in  some  form 
or  another,  if  you  sincerely  ask  them,  and  leave  the  result,  with  filial 
confidence,  in  your  Heavenly  Father's  hands.  And  one  of  the  surest 
ways  of  realising  all  this,  and  much  more,  is  ever  to  keep  stedfastly  in 
view  the  grand  paramount  object  of  your  arduous  but  noble  Mission, 
which  is  to  prepare  the  way  for  bringing  the  gospel  of  grace  and  salva- 
tion, through  the  finished  work  and  mediation  of  Gk)d's  Eternal  Son 
and  the  work  of  His  Holy  Spirit,  effectively  to  bear  on  the  souls  of  the 
sons  and  daughters  of  poor  benighted  Africa — who,  lost  like  all  the 
world  besides  in  the  wreck  and  ruin  of  the  fall,  have  for  ages  been  made 
to  groan  under  evils  and  oppressions  peculiarly  their  own. 

'^  And  now,  brethren,  farewelL  We  commend  you  to  God,  and  to 
the  word  of  His  grace,  which  is  able  to  build  you  up,  and  to  give  you 
an  inheritance  among  them  that  are  sanctified.  Be  perfect,  be  of  good 
comfort  ;  be  of  one  mind,  live  in  peace  ;  and  the  God  of  love  aud  peace 
shall  be  with  you."  "  The  grace  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  the  love 
of  God,  and  the  communion  of  the  Holy  Ghost  be  with  you  alL 
Amen." 


ALEX.  DUFF, )  ^_ 
JOHN  KAY,    5  ^<^^<^w«r#. 


Letter  from  Bev.  Dr  Laws.   . 

{To  the  Secretary  of  the  Foreign  MiesUma  Committee  of  the  Free  Church 

of  Scotland.) 

GxRMAK  Schooner  Harah,  Konooni, 
Mouth  or  the  Zambesi,  9th  August  1875. 

Mr  Toung  is  busy  getting  things  packed  up,  and  asks  me  to  report 
our  progress  since  he  last  wrote  to  you. 

Leaving  Algoa  Bay  at  6.30  a.m.,  6th  July,  after  a  safe  though  some- 
what lengthy  voyage  we  crossed  the  bar  of  the  Kongoni  on  the  afternoon 
of  23d  July.    During  the  voyage  the  weather  was  rather  variable  ;  at 
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times  quite  calm,  on  other  occasionB  squally.  On  the  13th  we  were 
caught  by  a  tornado,  but  as,  providentially,  it  came  astern,  we  sus- 
tained no  further  damage  than  the  snapping  of  the  chain  which 
supported  our  square  sail. 

For  three  days  before  landing,  contrary  to  all  expectation,  the  rain 
poured  in  torrents,  and  squalls  came  from  every  quarter.  On  the 
morning  of  the  23d  we  weighed  anchor,  hoping  to  be  able  to  cross  the 
bar ;  but  a  fog  rolling  across  the  mouth  of  the  river,  we  had  to  wait 
till  the  rising  tide  gave  us  nine  feet  of  water,  and  then  with  a  slight 
bump  we  sailed  to  a  good  anchorage  by  the  river's  bank. 

There  is  no  native  village  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  now  ;  bat  in  the 
evening  three  men  appeared.  Pulling  ashore,  we  received  from  them 
a  warm  welcome,  expressed  by  clapping  their  hands.  Next  day, 
several  others  appeared,  and  one  of  the  Portuguese  who  lived  in  the 
neighbourhood  came  to  pay  us  a  visit,  attended  by  three  or  four 
slaves.  A  miserable  barefooted  creature  he  appeared,  but  ready  at 
any  moment  to  bully  his  slaves,  as  if  they  were  not  human  beings  as 
well  as  himself. 

While  walking  along  the  shore,  looking  for  a  suitable  place  to  build 
our  boat,  a  human  skull  and  several  other  bones  were  found  lying  a 
little  above  high-water  mark.  This,  and  the  sight  of  several  half- 
starved  moving  skeletons,  made  one  sigh  that  better  days  naay  soon 
come  for  benighted  Africa. 

Saturday  and  Monday  were  spent  in  erecting  a  shed  under  which 
we  might  work  at  oui  little  vessel,  and  be  protected  from  the  sun's 
ray&  On  the  evening  of  Monday  her  keel  was  laid,  and  on  the 
Tuesday  of  the  following  week  the  ''Ilala"  was  successfully  launched  on 
itka  waters  of  the  Kongoni.  On  Saturday  we  had  up  steam,  and  found 
everything  go  satisfactorily.  To-day  we  intend  to  start  on  our  journey 
up  the  river.  From  the  above,  you  may  readily  understand  that  we 
have  been  anything  but  idle. 

As  a  rule,  we  found  the  natives  intelligent,  able,  and  ready  to  work. 
Most  of  them  are  tall,  handsome,  fair-haired  men,  but  disSgure  them- 
selves by  tattooing  their  backs  and  breasts,  their  faces  also  at  times 
sharing  in  their  adornment  The  appearance  presented  is  as  if  a 
number  of  split-peas  were  strewn  beneath  the  skin.  Many  of  them 
came  long  distances  in  their  canoes  to  work  for  us,  and  stayed  several 
days,  sleeping  all  night  round  their  fires  rolled  in  their  grass  mats. 
In  the  morning  we  went  ashore  at  sunrise,  and  had  them  set  to  work, 
writing  down  each  man's  name  on  a  piece  of  paper,  and  chalking  a 
corresponding  number  on  his  back,  one  or  two  being  so  greasy  that  the 
chalk  could  leave  no  traces  on  their  skin.  Altogether  we  like  the 
natives  very  much,  and  find  them  honest  and  easily  managed  by  firm- 
ness and  patience  combined.    Those  who  have  been  under  the  ii^uence 
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of  the  Portaguese  seem  down-trodden,  cnnning,  and  want  the  fine  open 
oonntenanoe  which  characterizes  most  of  the  others.  On  the  30th  July 
Messrs  ilenderBon,  Baker,  Boquito,  and  a  native  crew,  went  up  in  the 
"  Ethiop  " — our  largest  beautiful  teak  boat — ^to  Mazaro,  taking  with 
them  a  cargo  of  provisions,  &c.  They  found  the  Portuguese  there 
quite  ignorant  of  our  coming,  but  were  received  and  treated  courteously 
by  the  commandant,  as  also  by  the  brother-in-law  of  Seuhor  Joa6 
Nunes  of  Quillimane.  They  hired  four  canoes  to  come  down  for  more 
of  our  goods,  which  have  since  arrived,  been  loaded,  and  are  now  on 
their  way  up  the  river.  Since  his  return  William  Baker  has  had  a 
slight  attack  of  fever,  but  is  now  convalescent.  The  health  of  the  rest 
of  the  party  is  good,  excepting  slight  colds.  That  the  '^  Ilala "  may 
draw  aa  little  water  as  possible,  we  shall  send  another  boat's  load  to 
Mazaro,  and  leave  one,  which  can  be  brought  up  after  us.  There,  at 
least,  our  things  will  be  in  comparative  safety,  ninety  miles  nearer  us 
than  if  left  at  the  mouth  of  the  river. 

From  Captain  Felix  Basper,  and  Henry  Schultze,  the  mate  of  the 
"  Harah,"  we  have  received  every  kindness,  both  trying  to  make  us  as 
comfortable  as  possible  on  the  voyage,  and  doing  everything  they  could 
to  further  our  interests  since  our  arrival  here.  To  us  it  adds  another 
pleasing  feature  of  catholicU;y  to  our  mission,  in  the  flag  of  Germany 
rendering  it»aid  in  sending  the  gospel  to  the  interior  of  Africa. 

We  shall  report  again  from  Mazaro  ere  finally  plunging  into  the 
wilds  beyond.  Further  details  may  be  given  when  more  time  can  be 
spared  than  is  possible  just  now,  with  so  much  lying  at  our  hands  to 
perform. 


Letter  from  Mr  E.  D.  Young,  B.N. 
(To  the  Secretary  of  the  Foreign  Missknu  Committee.) 

Zambki  River,  Mazabo,  17th  August  1S76, 

We  arrived  here  quite  safe  and  well  yesterday,  after  a  very  difficult 
journey  up,  owing  to  the  river  being  so  low.  To-day  we  are  taking  in 
fuel,  and  hope  to  start  for  the  Shird  to-morrow.  The  health  of  the 
party  is  exceedingly  good — in  fact,  we  have  not  had  time  as  yet  to  think 
of  fever.  I  intend  to  keep  going  as  fast  as  I  can,  and  hope  to  be  at  the 
Cataracts  [Murchison  Bapids]  in  a  week  from  this.  My  seaman  has 
been  absent  in  one  of  the  boats  conveying  provisions  up,  so  more  work 
has  come  to  my  share  than  I  ever  had  to  do  before,  and  already  I  am 
getting  very  gray ;  but  I  trust  God  will  spare  me  to  carry  out  this 
great  and  noble  work.  We  had  a  sad  disaster  coming  up.  The  steamer 
was  ashore  on  a  sandbank,  so  I  told  the  man  in  charge  of  the  boat  I  had 
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in  tow  to  proceed  on.  After  going  some  distance  he  mAde  saili  Imt  a 
squall  overtaking  him,  he  neglected  to  lower  the  sail  in  time ;  the 
consequence  was  she  capoizedy  and  one,  if  not  two,  of  the  native  crew 
was  drowned,  in  addition  to  which  the  greater  part  of  our  perKinal 
luggage  was  lost.  I  myself  have  lost  everything  in  the  shape  of  dothes, 
also  many  private  things  I  was  taking  out  from  friends  to  natives  on 
the  lake.  I  don't  at  present  know  how  to  get  more,  so  I  suppose  I  will 
have  to  make  a  suit  out  of  my  blanket  to  serve  me  day  and  night.  I 
am  glad  to  say  none  of  the  Mission  stores  were  lost  I  shall  feel  the 
loss  of  my  boots  and  socks  most ;  but  there  are  worse  things  happen 
at  sea,  ia  the  old  saying.  I  am  happy  to  tell  you  that  the  oountiy 
appears  very  quiet,  not  even  a  rumour  of  war. 

The  Portuguese  official  here  is  very  civil  and  obliging.  He  has  just 
been  on  board  to  ask  me  to  go  and  shoot  a  lion  that  has  carried  off  four 
natives.  I  have  told  him  I  had  not  time  to  go  so  far.  I  told  him  to 
send  his  soldiers.  He  says  they  are  all  afraid ;  still  he  wishes  me  to  go 
single-handed :  so  much  for  the  tparriora  out  here.  If  I  have  time  I 
wiU  oblige  him  to-night  if  he  comes  near. 

Please  excuse  my  writing  much  now,  as  I  have  so  much  to  do  and 
arrange  before  starting  in  the  morning.  We  have  a  good  name  here, 
so  there  is  no  difficulty  in  getting  natives  for  a  crew.  Several  who 
knew  me  years  ago  are  going  with  me,  so  I  am  not  discowaged  in  the 
least  of  ultimately  succeeding.  Our  boats  will  not  carry  a  quarter  of 
our  stores,  so  I  have  been  obliged  to  hire  canoes,  but  the  expense  will 
not  be  very  great ;  at  aU  events,  1  have  done  the  best  I  could  under  the 
circumstances.  I  will  send  the  boats  down  from  the  Cataracts  here  for 
stores,  when  I  will  report  further  progress. 


Letter  from  Mr  E.  D.  Youno,  R.N. 
{To  the  Secretary  of  the  Foreign  Missions  Committee.) 

Upper  Shire,  above  Murcuison  Cataracto, 
SSd  September  1876. 

It  is  with  very  great  pleasure  that  I  advise  you,  for  the  information  of 
the  Ck>mmittee,  that  I  arrived  here  to-day  with  the  last  of  650  carriers, 
conveying  the  whole  of  the  steamer's  engines  and  boiler,  and  all  the  stores 
we  shall  require  for  some  time.  After  writing  you  from  Masaro,  on  the 
Zambesi,  we  were  very  much  delayed  owing  to  the  rivers  being  so  low. 
Several  times  we  had  to  clear  the  "  Ilala  "  to  the  mere  shell  to  get  her 
over  and  through  the  sandbanks.  Day  and  night  often  we  were  at  work. 
The  Morambala  marsh  is  now  a  vast  lake,  owing  to  the  Zambesi  altering 
its  course,  and  we  had  great  difficulty  in  finding  a  passage  through. 
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On  neariug  the  Makololo  villages  on  the  Lower  Shire,  we  were  met  by 
canoeii  bringing  ub  presents  of  food  and  fuel  for  the  steamer,  and  on 
our  arrival  at  the  small  villages  nothing  could  exceed  the  joy  of  the 
natives  when  they  knew  who  we  were.  Thousands  lined  the  banks 
clapping  their  hands,  dancing  and  singing,  saying  their  fathers  tlie 
English  had  come  back  to  them.  I  at  once  assembled  the  chiefs,  who  are 
all  Makololo,  and  informed  them  of  the  object  of  our  mission.  They  all 
appeared  very  grateful,  and  promised  to  assist  us,  and  so  they  have,  for 
without  their  help  we  could  not  in  so  short  a  time  have  got  together  so 
many  carriers  and  transported  everything  here. 

We  arrived  at  the  head  of  the  Lower  Shird  on  the  6th  inst.,  and 

commenced  to  take  the  boat  to  pieces,  pack  goods,  and  employ  carriers^ 

and  arrived  to-day  with  the  last  of  the  goods,  after  a  sixteen  miles' 

walk.    The  journey  was  very  fatiguing  and  the  heat  oppresive,  and 

even  to  me,  who  have  done  the  journey  before,  appears  wonderful  how 

the  poor  natives  carried  their  heavy  loads  across  the  mountains  of  rock 

and  sand,  and  through  thick  bush.    Some  of  them  came  a  distance  of 

forty  miles  to  be  employed,  then  to  walk  with  a  load  of  steel  not  less 

than  sixty  pounds,  find  themselves  in  provisions,  and  now  to  return  the 

same  distance,  for  doing  which  I  paid  each  man  six  yards  of  calico  !    So 

I  hope  your  Committee  will  not  think  I  have  overpaid  them.    I  myself 

am  pretty  well,  but  at  present  am  nearly  done  up  with  the  journey,  and 

attending  to  the  carriers.    Till  our  arrival  here,  the  whole  of  the  paity 

enjoyed  good  health.    Now  three  have  a  slight  touch  of  fever,  but  no 

doubt  they  will  soon  get  over  it.    Under  God's  blessing  we  shall,  I  trust, 

steam  into  Nyaasa  in  about  fourteen  days.    Hitherto  your  mission  has 

met  with  great  success,  considering  the  many  difficulties  we  had  to 

contend  with. 

The  Zambesi  men  whom  I  brought  with  me  are  now  eager  to  return 

to-night,  so  I  am  obliged  to  send  this  hurried  report.    There  are  no 

natives  hereabouts,  but  the  Lower  Shir^  is  now  thickly  inhabited  for 

forty  miles,  and  all  eager  to  be  taught.    They  love  and  reverence  the 

very  name  of  the  English.    We  have  received  no  letters  or  news  from 

England  since  leaving  Algoa  Bay,  but  are  endeavouring  to  get  natives 

from  the  Zambesi  to  bring  up  dispatches  as  soon  as  they  arrive.    The 

expense  will  be  trifling.    There  is  no  war  or  even  a  rumour  of  war  in 

the  country,  as  far  as  we  have  been  able  to  learn.    Everything  appears 

peaceful  and  quiet.    Unfortunately,  we  have  no  natives  here  to  assist  us 

upy  so  must  get  on  as  quickly  as  possible  ourselves.    Aa  I  have  walked 

over  a  difficult  part  to-day,  I  am  sure  you  will  excuse  my  writing  more 

thiB  time.    I  will  endeavour  to  report  again  as  quickly  as  possible. 

The  native  carriers  cannot  be  persuaded  to  stop  longer. 
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iMUrfrom  Rev.  Dr  Laws. 

{To  a  Friend  ai  Ham^) 

Capi  Maglbab,  Lake  Ktassa, 
19th  October  1875, 

Another  stage  of  our  journey  has  been  reached,  and  for  the  time 
being,  I  suppose  I  may  say  Livingstonia  is  begun,  though  at  present  a 
piece  of  canvass  stretched  between  two  trees,  forming  a  sort  of  tent,  is 
all  that  stands  for  the  future  city  of  that  name.  I  do  not  say  that  it 
will  be  on  this  particular  spot,  or  on  any  within  thirty  miles  of  it,  but, 
till  this  rainy  season  is  over,  this  is  fixed  on  as  our  place  of  abode. 

I  am  glad  to  say  only  one  more  of  our  party  had  fever — Baker  our  sea- 
man. And  since  the  recovery  of  the  others,  good  health  has  been  the  order 
of  the  day.  Several  days  I  felt  feeble  enough,  and  my  companions  said  I 
looked  pale  enough,  as  also  did  Mr  Young  and  Mr  Johnston  ;  but  tbe 
work  had  to  be  done,  and  we  stuck  to  it  We  did  not  get  all  the 
livetting  done  that  was  intended,  because  it  would  have  taken  so  much 
time,  and  kept  us  so  long  amid  the  horrid  marsh  ;  but  the  keel  we 
rivetted  from  stem  to  stem,  and  the  plates  below  the  engine-room. 

On  Wednesday,  6th  October,  the  '^  Ilala"  was  launched  once  more,  after 
her  name  had  been  well  painted  on  her  bows.  ^'  God  speed  yoa ! "  said 
Mr  Young,  and  a  hearty  Amen  was  echoed  by  the  whole  of  us.  On  the 
morning  of  the  8th  we  were  all  on  board,  and  began  our  journey  up  the 
river.  That  day  we  were  apprehensive  our  boiler  would  prove  a  failure, 
but  stopping  early  we  got  some  alterations  made  on  the  draught  of  the 
furnace,  and  now,  not  having  a  current  of  great  strength  to  contend 
with,  we  can  go  as  fast  as  we  require  with  one. 

On  our  way  up  we  passed  through  some  of  the  grandest  scenery  I 
have  ever  beheld.  Hills  towering,  some  of  them  2000  to  3000  feet 
above  sea  level,  while  the  river  wound  its  way  through  a  level  plain, 
now  quite  dry,  but  in  the  rainy  season  covered  with  water.  At  some 
places  we  found  villages  of  from  20  to  200  inhabitants  ;  and  again  we 
might  steam  along  for  thirty  or  forty  miles  without  seeing  a  human  face. 
Along  these  untenanted  plains  game  is  very  abundant.  A  herd  of  thirty 
or  forty  bucks,  the  size  of  young  calves,  was  by  no  means  rare,  and  I 
have  seen  one  herd  numbering  at  least  500.  When  fired  at,  they  will 
sometimes  stand  and  stare  till  two  or  three  shots  have  been  sent  among 
them,  and  then  take  to  their  heels  fast  enough.  I  saw  thi«e  groups  of 
elephants,  four,  six,  and  eight  in  number  ;  while  a  little  farther  on  we 
passed  an  enormous  *'  rogue  "  with  tusks  like  a  man's  leg. 

On  11th  October,  we  steamed  through  Lake  Pamolombi,  the  northern 
and  western  sides  of  which  are  studded  with  villages,  but  having  osoallj 
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manhy  reeds  round  them.  Entering  the  Sh\r6  again  at  the  northern 
end  of  Lake  Pamolombii  we  passed  three  or  four  large  villages,  and  then 
anchored  for  the  day  opposite  the  village  of  MPonda  or  Chimponda, 
as  the  natives  call  him.  He  was  very  kind  to  Dr  Livingstone,  and,  as 
his  territory  extended  up  to  the  lake,  it  was  quite  necessary  we  should 
be  on  friendly  terms  with  him.  Here  we  found  two  slave-trading 
Arabs,  who,  I  suspect,  were  far  from  relishing  our  arrival ;  and,  as  Mr 
Toung  wore  his  uniform  cap  on  going  ashore,  they  noticed  it,  and 
evidently  knew  the  badge  very  welL  The  old  chief  appeared  quite 
friendly,  but  could  not  be  persuaded  to  come  on  board.  He  spread  a 
mat  for  us  to  sit  on,  but  our  legs  not  being  quite  so  flexible  as  theirs, 
we  were  supplied  with  greasy  pillows  as  stools.  We  sat  under  the 
protecting  eaves  of  his  large  house,  surrounded  by  scores  of  his  people, 
while  a  house  in  front  of  us  was  occupied  by  his  wives,  at  least  30  or 
40  in  number,  who,  on  their  knees,  were  looking  across  at  the  white 
strangers ;  while  the  Arabs,  by  and  by,  came  along  to  bid  us  good 
morning,  one  carrying  a  large  broad-bladed  spear,  the  other  a  sword 
which  he  evidently  wished  us  to  lake  notice  of,  and  which  we  certainly 
were  not  afraid  of. 

We  told  MPonda  our  errand,  that  we  wished  to  settle  on  the  lake, 
and  asked  him  how  far  his  territory  extended.  We  find  it  goes  all 
round  Cape  Maclear,  right  over  to  the  western  side,  on  which  he  has 
two  villages.  At  his  villages  we  found  Wakotani,  a  boy  who  had  been 
8ei*vant  to  Bishop  Mackenzie,  then  educated  at  Bombay,  and  had  gone 
back  with  Dr  Livingstone  to  MFonda's,  where  he  has  now,  I  am  sorry 
to  say,  got  two  wives,  though  baptised  as  a  Christian.  MPonda 
was  presented  by  us  with  a  coloured  blanket  and  quilt,  two  or  three 
shirts,  some  cloth,  beads,  and  a  gun.  He  gave  us  liberty  to  settle  on  his 
land  and  sent  Wakotani  (his  brother-in-law)  and  another  man  to  help 
na  in  choosing  a  spot.  Two  of  our  interpreters  were  ashore  all  night, 
and  it  was  evident  the  Arabs  wished  to  checkmate  us,  and  had  been 
telling  stories,  that  we  were  come  to  take  MPonda's  land,  &c.  These 
stories  were  partly,  at  least,  counteracted  by  our  boys,  but  stiU  they 
will  be  a  great  annoyance  to  us.  Some  eight  or  ten  of  these  Arabs  are 
making  a  circuit  round  a  large  territory  at  present  to  procure  slaves, 
and  will  carry  them  across  the  lake  in  their  dhows.  As  we  left  next 
morning  we  shewed  them  a  little  what  our  steamer  could  do  in  the 
way  of  speed,  and,  with  the  British  ensign  flying  at  her  peak,  she  looked 
weU  indeed.  Passing  the  northern  end  of  the  village,  which  may  con- 
tain say  3000  or  4000  people,  we  saw  two  slaves  standing  with  the  yoke 
on  their  neck,  and  their  hands  tied  behind  them.  It  was  a  sight  which 
made  my  blood  boil  within  me. 

On  the  eastern  coast  of  Cape  Maclear  we  examined  several  little 
bays  and  apparent  harbours,  but  none  were  quite  satisfactory.    Towards 
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evening  we  rounded  the  cape,  a  huge  rocky  hill,  and  anchored  in  a  bay 
opposite  the  western  of  the  two  islands  you  see  on  the  map.  In  the 
evening  we  had  a  walk  ashore.  There  is  a  large  plain  some  four  miles 
long,  and  a  valley  running  southwards  between  the  hills,  while  we 
have  a  beautiful  view  of  the  lake.  Next  five  days,  after  having  got 
wood,  we  went  round  the  western  side  of  the  lake  as  far  noi^  as 
Benje  Island,  then  across  the  lake,  and  reached  the  east  coast  at  a  more 
northerly  point  than  had  been  previously  seen  by  any  white  man  ;  then 
down  its  eastern  side  till  opposite  the  lake,  and  across  to  Cape  Madear. 
When  we  reached  a  point  on  the  east  coast  nearly  opposite  where  it  is, 
we  passed  the  sites  where  three  large  villages  formerly  stood,  and 
another  where  the  Arabs  at  one  time  had  a  settlement,  and  where  Mr 
Young  saw  several  large  sheds  full  of  slaves  ^hen  he  was  here  last 
time.  They  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  next  village  had  been  driven 
out  by  war. 

We  are  in  a  commanding  position  to  begin  with,  because,  with  our 
steamer  at  hand,  we  occupy  the  centre  of  a  circle  of  some  thirty  to  forty 
miles  radius,  with  six  or  eight  large  villages  from  which  we  can  obtain 
supplies,  and  to  whom  I  hope  we  shall  yet  be  able  to  communicate  the 
blessings  of  the  Gospel  of  Peace. 

I  suppose  I  shall  have  to  learn  two  languages  here,  as  both  MeDgaoja 
and  Ajawa  are  spoken  within  range  of  our  steamer,  but  I  should  like 
to  know  more  of  the  coast  and  its  people  before  I  can  say  which  is  of 
most  importance. 


Letter  from  Mr  E.  D.  Young,  B.N. 
{To  Hie  Secretary  of  the  Foreign  Missions  CommiUee.) 

Lake  Ntassa,  S4t^i  October  1876. 

I  have  the  honour  to  report,  for  the  information  of  the  Committee, 
that  the  steamer  "  Uala  "  was  successfully  launched  on  the  6th  inst,  and 
started  for  Nyassa  on  the  8th,  which  was  reached  on  the  12th.  The 
steamer  is  quite  a  success — ^sails  well,  and  steams  seven  knots  with  the 
one  boiler.    Our  party  are  all  quite  well,  and  in  good  spirita 

Before  entering  Lake  Nyassa,  I  called  on  the  powerful  chief  MPonda, 
and  informed  him  of  the  object  of  our  mission.  He  appeared  veiy 
pleased,  and  at  once  gave  us  permission  to  settle  on  any  part  of  his 
land.    He  is  owner  of  the  whole  of  the  Cape  Maclear  peninsula. 

We  took  a  running  survey  of  the  whole  coast  with  very  fine  weather, 
and  although  there  are  many  delightful  spots  fit  for  a  settlement,  none 
offers  sufficient  protection  to  the  steamer  except  a  beautiful  bay  at  Cape 
Maclear,  where  we  have  decided  to  settle  for  the  time ;  and  I  have  left 
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Dt  Laws  with  three  of  our  party  and  some  negroes  to  build  houses, 
while  I  haye  come  down  here  (Biver  Shir^,  Upper)  to  fetch  the  remainder 
of  our  stores.  I  have  now  all  on  board,  and  start  again  for  Nyassa  to- 
morrow. I  called  on  MPonda  on  our  way  down,  and  he  promised  to 
send  a  party  of  negroes  up  to  build  houses.  He  is  the  most  powerful 
chief  in  the  Nyassa  district,  and  very  favourably  disposed  towards  the 
English,  and  wishes  me  to  take  him  home  with  me.  At  his  place  there 
were  several  Arabs  with  a  great  number  of  slaves  bound  to  the  coast.  I 
saw  them  viewing  me  through  the  crowd  of  negroes  when  I  landed,  and 
called  them.  They  were  very  much  frightened,  and  were  astonished 
beyond  measure  to  see  a  steamer  up  there,  and  no  doubt  think  their 
slaving  days  are  ended.  I  took  a  cruise  round  the  lower  end  of  the 
lake  to  look  out  for  a  good  harbour,  when  I  observed  a  slave  dhow. 
We  soon  came  up  with  her,  and  as  soon  as  I  hoisted  the  English  flag 
they  lowered  their  saQ,  and  said,  when  I  went  on  board,  they  had  no 
slaves  in ;  neither  had  they,  but  she  was  bound  for  a  cai^.  The 
owner  was  on  board.  He  was  from  Zanzibar,  and  could  speak  a  little 
English.  He  talks  of  getting  rid  of  his  dhow,  no  doubt  thinking  if  the 
English  are  come  she  will  be  of  no  further  use.  There  are  five  of  them 
sailing  ou  the  lake  carrying  slaves  across.  To  stop  the  slave-trade  there 
is  a  very  easy  matter.  MPonda,  for  a  few  pieces  of  calico,  will  not 
permit  slaves  to  pass  the  south  end  of  the  lake  and  the  river.  The 
Mizitu  are  in  possession  of  the  northern  coast.  As  far  as  I  can  gather, 
20,000  slaves  are  conveyed  across  annually. 

We  have  received  no  news  from  England  since  leaving  the  Cape. 

I  must  now  honestly  confess  to  the  Committee  that,  as  far  as  I  can 
judge,  the  Mission  thus  far  is  quite  a  success.  Qod  be  praised,  for  he 
has  wonderfully  prospered  us.  I  am  myself  quite  well,  and  up  to  work 
but  worn  down  to  a  mere  part  of  my  former  self  with  overwork  ;  but 
it  has  kept  the  fever  away,  and  I  shall  uow  no  doubt  soon  gain  flesh. 
On  Nyassa  the  climate  is  delightful ;  the  beautiful  searbreeze  quite 
braces  yon  up.  We  have  everything  we  desire  or  require  out  here  in 
the  shape  of  provisions  and  stores  for  the  present,  but  shall  require  oil 
for  the  engines  soon.  I  don't  know  of  a  single  complaint  or  hitch  of 
any  sort  with  any  of  the  party.  Whether  or  not,  I  have  done  my  best 
for  the  party  and  the  Mission  in  general ;  and  I  trust  the  Committee  will 
approve  of  what  has  been  done.  But,  under  Grod's  blessing,  I  look  for 
greater  things  yet ;  that  is,  to  see  the  longing  desire  of  my  heart  aooom- 
plished — the  ending  of  the  cursed  slave-trade  in  this  region.  I  write 
this  letter  in  great  haste,  and  send  it  down  by  a  faithful  negro  who  was 
formerly  in  my  service,  and  who  has  promised  to  take  it  400  miles  even 
on  foot  to  Masaro,  on  the  Zambesi,  for  me.  Let  not  the  people  of 
Scotland  call  them  savages.  No ;  they  are  good,  kind,  honest  people 
loving  the  very  name  of  the  English,  and  only  desirous  of  being  taught. 
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Sorely  this  is  the  ootintry  for  Missions.  Here  we  are  on  a  great  and 
fine  inknd  sea,  with  700  miles  of  coast,  which  yon  can  get  to  from  the 
sea-coast  in  three  weeks,  now  that  communication  is  established.  On 
the  Lower  Shir^  there  are  thousands  and  thousands  of  natiTes  implor- 
ing the  English  to  come  to  them,  so  there  is  no  risk  of  hofltalities  from 
them.  With  the  two  boOers  on  board,  the  vessel  was  top-heaTj ;  but, 
fitted  with  one,  as  my  very  great  friend  Mr  Young  of  Kelly  suggested, 
she  is  a  fine  sea-boat,  as  I  proved  on  Nyassa  in  a  gale  of  wind.  Please 
inform  the  Committee  that  I  am  still  full  of  zeal  for  the  cause  of  the 
Mission,  and  am  still  their  most  humble  and  obedient  servant. 


Letter  from  Mr  E.  D.  Young,  B.N. 
{To  the  Secretary  of  the  Foreign  Misaom  Committee.) 

Lake  Ntassa,  ISth  Februarif  1876. 

I  have  the  honour  and  very  great  pleasure  of  reporting  favoaraUj 
of  our  mission  for  the  information  of  the  committee. 

I  informed  you  of  our  safe  arrival  here,  and  of  the  place  where  we 
have  settled,  near  Cape  Madear.  Since  then  nothing  has  happened  to 
mar  the  progress  of  the  mission.  We  have  made  enemies  of  none,  and 
friends  of  all.  But  I  must  begin  by  telling  you  that  we  succeeded  in 
getting  safely  housed  before  the  rains  began,  and  that  the  whole  of  the 
party  are  in  good  health.  Some  have  had  slight  attacks  of  fever,  but 
soon  got  over  it.  I  myself  suffered  rather  severely  after  the  excitement 
of  the  journey  was  over  ;  and  I  thought  I  should  have  been  obliged  to 
return  home  at  once,  but  our  Heavenly  Father  thought  fit  to  restore 
me  to  health  again,  and  to  work  on,  I  trust,  for  His  glory  and  for  the 
good  of  these  poor  down-trodden  people. 

After  the  goods  were  stored  here,  and  we  were  housed  and  everything 
was  in  perfect  safety,  I  took  four  of  our  party  in  December  and  went 
round  the  lake  to  let  the  people  know  of  our  arrival,  and  to  see  what 
the  country  was  like.  We  found  that  our  arrival  was  known  far 
and  wide,  and  that  the  Arabs  were  so  terrified  that  no  slaves  were  con- 
veyed across  for  a  whole  month.  The  common  people  are  rejoiced  that 
we  are  come,  but  the  poor,  miserable,  bloodthirsty  slave-drivers  tremble 
at  our  very  presence.  We  found  the  lake  to  be  much  larger  than  Dr 
Livingstone  thought ;  the  north  end  extends  9°  20"  south  latitude,  and 
the  lake  has  a  coast  of  about  800  miles.  There  are  many  delightful 
spots,  and  several  nice  islands.  At  the  north-east  end  there  is  a  range 
of  mountains  extending  for  100  miles,  and  ranging  from  10,000  to 
12,000  feet  above  the  lake.  The  water  is  very  deep ;  at  several  places 
we  could  not  get  bottom  with  100  fathoms  of  line  within  the  same 
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dxstazioe  from  the  land.  There  is  not  the  same  dense  population  along 
the  shores  as  formerly,  vast  numbers  being  carried  off  by  the  slavers. 
For  many  miles  along  the  north-east  end  we  saw  the  sites  of  many 
villages,  and  the  ground  strewed  with  thousands  of  skeletons.  The 
remnant  that  escaped  are  living  in  villages  built  on  pOes  in 
the  hike,  or  on  rocks.  We  went  to  some  of  them  and  inquired 
the  reason.  It  was  the  same  old  story.  War  was  made,  and  those 
that  were  captured  were  taken  as  slaves  to  the  coast  The  lower 
half  of  the  lake  is  in  possession  of  powerful  chiefs,  with  their  people 
centred  round  them,  who  combine  with  the  Arabs,  and  capture 
slaves  to  the  west,  inland  from  the  lake.  There  are  five  dhows  which 
carry  slaves  across;  not  less,  from  all  I  can  gather,  than  15,000  or 
20,000  a  year.  When  we  were  at  one  beautiful  spot  walking  over 
bleached  skeletons  with  Dr  Laws,  I  could  not  help  thinking  and  ex- 
claiming, "  Surely  the  dei^il  has  had  possession  of  this  land  long  enough." 
Kota  Kota  is  the  principal  place  for  Arabs  and  slaves.  I  went  there, 
and  although  there  were  more  than  100  Arabs  and  their  dhows,  yet 
they  were  so  terrified  at  the  sight  of  a  steamer  there  that  they  quickly 

asked  Dr  Laws  what  I  intended  doing  with  their  vessels.  So  you  will 
see  that  they  are  quite  aware  that  we  can  command  the  lake.    I  have 

strictly  complied  with  your  instructions,  and  have  not  interfered  with 

the  slave  trade ;  but  I  hope  to  do  it  some  day,  and  I  don't  think  there 

is  one  of  the  gentlemen  on  the  committee,  or  in  Scotland  I  may  say,  if 

he  liad  seen  the  heart-rending  and  revolting  scenes  that  I  have,  but 

what  would  like  to  do  the  same.    At  the  nearest  village  to  us,  about 

two  miles  off,  it  was  the  practice  before  our  arrival  for  the  chief  MTonda, 

when  the  Arabs  came  to  him,  to  send  an  armed  band  and  take  as  many 

of  the  women  and  children  as  required,  and  sell  them  as  slaves  for 

twelve  yards  of  calico  each.    It  is  not  so  now  ;  the  Arabs  are  afraid  to 

come  near,  and  the  poor  natives  feel  secure,  and  worship  the  very  name  of 

an  Englishman,  and  I  firmly  believe  that  even  our  very  presence  here  is 

doing  much  good.    God  grant  it  may  continue  to  do  so  !    I  have  inquired 

of  every  chief  we  have  met  with,  why  he  sells  people.     It  is  always  the 

same  tale.    We  mu^t,  or  we  cannot  get  calico  to  wear.    Now,  my  dear 

sir,  just  fancy  that  a  dozen  Englishmen,  with  a  few  bales  of  calico,  could 

prevent  thousands  of  poor  creatures  being  slaughtered  every  year.    If 

any  one  says,  Who  is  to  do  it  ?  tell  them  that  I  will,  and  am  now  only 

waiting  for  the  word  of  command  to  clear  this  beautiful  country  of  these 

murderers.    It  is  only  this  week  that  some  Aiawa  chiefs,  living  near 

Magomero,  where  the  Universities'  Mission  was,  sent  messengers  to  me  to 

ask  me  to  meet  them,  as  they  wish  to  tell  me  how  Portuguese  agents  from 

Quillimane  are  sent  to  make  war  with  them  to  capture  slaves,  which 

ftre  sold  there  for  20  yards  of  calico  each,  or  a  little  powder  or  guns. 

I  am  going  to  meet  them  next  week  to  see  what  can  be  done,  although 
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it  is  a  long  way  to  travel.  My  principal  reason  for  going  is,  thai  some 
of  the  chiefs  are  blaming  the  "Prgliwh  instead  of  the  Poriugoeae  for 
supplying  guns  and  powder  to  slaverB,  and  as  they  are  living  in  the  line 
of  our  communication  with  the  coast,  I  wish  to  shew  myself ,  and  pat 
matters  right. 

Tell  the  good  people  of  Scotland  who  have  given  their  money  for  this 
mission  that  it  has  not  been  thrown  away,  as  up  to  the  present  it  has 
been  the  means  indirectly  of  saving  many  poor  creatures  from  slavery 
and  death.  You  will  perhaps  say  I  am  too  full  of  the  slave  trade,  but  I 
say  nay ;  also  that  to  bring  about  a  better  state  of  things  it  most  be  put 
down,  and  one  great  thing  towards  bringing  it  about  would  be  to  intro- 
duce lawful  trade.  Only  buy  up  the  ivory,  and  it  would  not  pay  the 
Aiabs  to  come  for  slaveB  alone.  But  I  will  tell  you  more  of  this  when 
I  return  to  England  after  Dr  Stewart  arrives.  Everything  is  now  ready 
for  him  to  come  and  to  make  what  arrangements  he  thinks  fit  with  the 
chiefs,  &C.  We  have  succeeded  in  getting  plenty  of  fowls  and  a  number 
of  goats,  planted  gardens,  and  are  getting  a  number  of  people  around 
us.  Dr  Laws,  Mr  Johnston,  and  others  are  studying  the  language,  and 
the  former  has  already  begun  to  try  and  teadi  the  natives  through  our 
interpreter,  and  I  must  say  they  are  most  anxious  to  listen  to  all  we 
have  to  tell  them. 

I  forget  if  I  have  already  told  you  that  our  little  vessel  is  a  splendid 
sea-bOat,  and  just  adapted  for  the  lake.  While  at  the  north  end  we  got 
caught  in  a  tremendous  gale  of  wind  on  a  lee  shore,  while  short  of  fuel ; 
we  had  to  ride  all  night  with  both  anchors  down,  and  steaming  at  the 
same  time,  the  sea  breaking  over  us.  I  thought  every  minute  we  should 
be  dashed  ashore,  but  the  anchors  and  cables  held  on  well,  and  the 
little  craft  rode  it  out  splendidly,  and  when  the  wind  went  down  the 
next  morning,  she  steamed  out  to  sea  nothing  the  worse.  She  is  quite 
tight  and  sound,  and  has  not  touched  the  ground  since  she  was 
launched.  We  are  now  making  a  carriage  and  slipway  to  haul  her  up 
to  paint  her  bottom,  and  I  hope  she  will  plough  this  lake  for  a  very  long 
time.  The  engines  are  aU  right  also  ;  and  as  far  as  I  am  aware  there 
has  been  no  quarrel  or  misunderstanding  with  any  of  our  party.  Have 
just  received  letters  dating  to  1st  September.  There  has  been  some 
delay  owing  to  the  country  being  flooded.  I  am  now  arrangtug  for  a 
regular  mail  service,  the  work  to  be  done  by  trustworthy  natives,  and 
rest  assured  I  will  do  all  I  possibly  can  while  I  remain.  We  have 
plenty  of  stores  and  provisions  for  the  present.  Dr  Stewart  no  doubt 
when  he  arrives  will  send  for  all  that  will  be  required  for  the  future. 
I  don't  anticipate  any  difficulty  in  getting  stores  up,  as  we  have  the 
goodwill  of  evezyone  (except  slave-dealers),  and  all  are  only  too  willing 
to  work  for  us  ;  even  the  slavers  think  we  are  humane,  for  just  after  we 
came  here,  a  gang  of  about  500  slaves  were  on  their  way  to  the  coast, 
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and  passed  within  fifty  miles  of  us.  One  poor  creature  could  not  travel 
further ;  so,  instead  of  kUling  him,  which  is  their  practice  to  do,  they 
let  him  go,  at  the  same  time  telling  him  there  was  a  people  called  the 
English  living  at  such  a  place,  and  if  he  could  only  reach  them  they 
were  sure  to  take  care  of  him.  After  great  hardships  he  arrived  here, 
very  bad  with  diseased  spine,  and  here  the  poor  fellow  is  now.  He  was 
frightened  when  he  saw  people  with  white  skins  and  straight  hair. 

Hitherto  we  have  been  successful  in  everything  we  have  taken  in 
hand,  and  I  earnestly  pray  that  our  Heavenly  Father  will  still  guide, 
guard,  and  protect  us. 
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REPORT 


ON  THE 


CONYERSION    OF   THE   JEWS. 


MAY  1876. 


Whatever  men  may  say  of  the  progress  of  Jewish  Missions,  there  is 
only  one  opinion  about  the  present  progress  of  the  Jewish  nation. 
Stationary  for  eighteen  centuries  the  nation  may  be  said  to  have  remained, 
and  they  attracted  comparatively  little  of  the  interest  and  attention  of 
the  world.  But,  in  the  words  of  an  English  writer,  ^'  Nothing  in  our 
time  is  more  remarkable  than  the  change  in  the  kind  of  interest  which  is 
taken  in  the  future  and  character  of  the  Hebrew  race.  For  ages  Chris- 
tians have  had  rather  an  archsdological  heed  of  the  people  who  were  their 
religious  ancestors,  and  have  limited  their  concern  to  the  religious  books 
and  the  ancient  doings  of  a  nation  once  the  people  of  God,  but  who 
forfeited  their  right  by  the  rejection  of  Christ,  and  virtually  became 
heathen.  Since  that  fatal  act  the  Jews  have  been  as  good  as  dead  to  a 
vast  majority  of  the  Christian  world,  and  have  been  known  only  as  subjects 
of  persecution  and  outrage  of  every  kind.  But  all  that  is  strangely 
changed.  The  lost  honour  of  the  Jews  has  been  restored.  The  perse- 
cutions have  ceased.  The  Jews  are  in  the  high  places  of  trust  and 
power — ministers  of  finance,  ministers  of  education,  peers  of  the  realm, 
mayors  of  great  cities,  senators  in  the  assembly,  close  counsellors  of  the 
kings.  But  so  silenUy  has  this  change  in  the  position  of  the  Jewish 
community  of  late  years  been  brought  about,  that  it  seems  to  have 
attracted  very  little  notice.     It  has  been  accepted  as  a  matter  of  course.'' 

This  national  progress  of  the  Jews  greatly  enhances  the  importance  of 
every  missionary  effort  on  their  behalf ;  but  still  more  in  connection  with 
the  loosening  of  their  old  opinions.  In  their  remoter  settlements,  as  in 
Russia,  most  of  them  retain  what  is  to  them  their  old  orthodox  faith,  and 
their  religious  2eal ;  but  where  they  mingle  more  with  modem  opinion, 
they  let  go  much  of  their  ancient  belief,  and  sometimes  sadly  lose  all 
faith  in  the  Bible,  while  often  retaining  atn  enthusiastic  nationality.  This 
state  of  mind  is  a  strong  argument  for  our  pressing  Christianity  on  their 
acceptanoe.  It  has  been  said  by  a  foreign  author,  who  has  evidently 
weighed  his  statement,  that  "  With  the  Jews  of  our  day  there  has  arisen 
a  new  situation,  evidently  transitory ;  they  float  between  the  past  and  the 
9  A 
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future.  They  do  not  wish  for  Ghrisdanitj ;  and  they  pursue  with  an 
implacable  zeal  those  few  among  them  who  have  believed  this  revelation. 
Tet  everywhere  there  is,  as  it  were,  a  shaking  of  the  bones  amongit 
Israelites.  The  present  time  is  evidently  a  transition  state  between  tbe 
immobility  of  the  past  eighteen  centuries  and  a  future  regeneration, 
which  can  only  be  effected  by  the  gospel." 

As  regards  the  fruits  of  our  own  mission,  the  light  that  is  steadilj 
diffusing  itself  through  Israel,  year  by  year,  by  preaching,  by  conversatioo, 
by  Bible  and  tract  distribution,  and  by  the  impressive  instruction  of  nunj 
hundreds  of  Hebrew  children  in  the  knowledge  of  the  gospel,  is  to  U 
regarded  as  far  more  important  than  the  more  definite  but  not  large 
results  in  the  recorded  cases  of  baptism.  But  during  the  past  year  then 
have  been  so  many  as  twelve  baptisms,  notwithstanding  the  painfi  alwajs 
t>aken  by  our  missionaries,  both  by  patient  instruction  and  by  seeking 
every  reasonable  proof  of  sincerity  before  administering  that  sacred 
ordinance. 

APPEAL  FOB  MISSIONARIES. 

The  interest  of  two  legacies  with  special  destinations,  which,  thoogti 
not  yet  received,  will  fall  to  be  paid  in  course  of  the  year,  will  enable  tb« 
Committee  to  open  a  new  station,  and  to  maintain  one  or  two  missionariff, 
and  they  are  most  anxious  to  find  labourers.  Bussia,  with  its  two  or 
three  millions  of  Jews,  is  the  great  field  to  which  their  attention  is  directed; 
but  the  station,  either  there  or  elsewhere  in  the  east,  may  be  probablj 
selected  with  more  advantage  in  concert  with  the  men  who  are  to  occ(^j 
it.  They  earnestly  appeal  to  the  younger  ministers,  the  probationers,  ud 
the  senior  students  of  our  Church,  for  a  labourer  to  devote  himself  to  tiu5 
great  work.  The  Jews  are  not  more  accessible  than  before,  but  they  ire 
rising  steadily  and  rapidly  in  national  importance,  and  it  is  not  too  much  t*) 
expect  that  a  labourer  now  entering  on  this  field  will  see  great  changes  is 
the  nation  before  his  ministry  among  them  is  ended.  Meanwhile,  oar 
missionaries  in  such  cities  as  Pesth,  Constantinople,  and  Prague,  eveo 
when  their  more  direct  work  is  slow,  are  occupying  positions  of  varied 
interest  and  influence  far  exceeding  what  can  be  found  in  most  of  oar 
rural  parishes.  The  stipend  of  the  missionaries  is  £850,  which  gives  them 
a  respectable  standing  in  countries  where  the  ministerial  incomes  are 
small.  The  Committee  earnestly  hope  that  some  men,  whose  hearts  God 
has  touched,  may  offer  themselves  to  carry  back  to  Israel  the  good  tidings 
of  great  joy  which  we  received  through  them. 

FINANCIAL  STATEMENT, 

The  ordinary  income  for  the  year,  of  which  £79  was  received  for 
Hungarian  and  Bohemian  Bursaries,  amounts  to  JC5191.  The  ordioarj 
expenditure  is  £4901,  of  which  £236  has  been  for  Hungarian  and 
Bohemian  bursaries.  There  remains  at  the  Committee's  credit,  {or  sine 
months  current  expenses  of  the  missions,  until  the  next  collection  is  made 
in  December,  £3471.  The  legacies  received  are  X500  less  than  in  ioj 
of  the  three  preceding  years.  This,  the  Committee  are  aware,  b  always 
an  uncertain  source  of  revenue.  On  the  other  hand,  they  are  mo^^ 
gratified  to  find  that  the  annual  collection  has  yielded  X350  more  tliao  ifl 
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the  preceding  year. 

The  principal  branches  of  income 

for  the  last  five 

years  are : — 

1872, 

1873. 

1871 

1875.                 1876. 

Collections, 

.       £2928 

£2905 

£3104 

£2973          £3325 

Donatioiu, 

335 

545 

498 

543              547 

Legacies,  • 

852 

1808 

1474 

1474              933 

Javenile  Offerings, 

225 

241 

269 

272              268 

CONSTANTINOPLE. 

In  the  midst  of  so  much  that  is  uncertain  and  distracting  in  the  country, 
it  is  most  cheering  to  read  of  the  triumphs  of  the  Cross  amongst  the  chil- 
dren of  Israel,  to  whose  conversion  to  Christianity  there  is  no  hindrance, 
except  in  their  own  hearts  and  the  opposition  of  their  own  nation.  Our 
earnest  missionary,  Mr.  Tomory,  reports  not  fewer  than  ten  baptisms  since 
last  Assembly,  to  which  there  has  certainly  now  been  added  another  of  a 
most  interesting  character.  Surely  the  Lord  has  here  given  us  a  song  of 
praise  sufficient  to  outweigh  many  discouragements.  At  the  same  time, 
the  zeal  and  boldness  of  the  converts,  who  are  now  employed  as  Christian 
labourers  amoilg  their  brethren,  is  both  most  satisfactory  as  regards  them- 
selves, and  gives  an  earnest  of  much  fruit. 

The  account  of  the  examination  of  the  German  School  will  be  read  with 
much  interest ;  the  Italian  School  is  equally  prosperous ;  the  two  schools 
together  are  training  more  than  250  Jewish  children  in  the  knowledge  of 
that  Gospel  which  is  able  to  make  them  wise  unto  salvation. 

We  have  added  a  notice  of  the  present  work  of  Miss  Ewan,  whose 
health  has  been  so  far  restored  as  to  enable  her  to  resume  missionary  work 
on  her  own  account  in  a  distant  suburb  of  the  great  city  where  she  had 
laboured  so  long.  Miss  Whittet  has  also  been  labouring  with  her  usual 
energy  among  the  Jewesses  in  London  during  the  winter. 

Mr.  Tomory  reports : — 

"  The  Lord  has  been  very  kind  to  ns  throughout  the  year,  and  permitted  ns  io 
carry  on  our  work  uninterruptedly,  and  with  great  encouragement,  and  that  at  a 
time  when  the  whole  political  horizon  has  been  overcast,  and  the  aspects  and 
prospects  of  the  country  such  that  rulers  and  statesmen  are  at  their  wit's  end, 
and  none  could  say  what  the  next  future  may  bring.  Truly,  the  word  of  God  is 
not  bound,  and  His  kingdom  is  not  of  this  world.  This  alone  may  suffice,  and 
encourage  us  to  hold  on  perseveringly  whatever  the  troubles  may  be,  whatever 
may  await  us. 

'*  But  although  we  cannot  but  acknowledge  the  good  hand  upon  us,  and  express 
oar  hearty  thanks  to  our  Father  in  heaven  for  every  token  of  His  love  and  grace, 
yet  it  was  a  year  of  hard  struggles.  We  were  surrounded  by  elements  which 
the  enemies  of  souls  know  so  well  to  make  use  of  for  troubling  and  harassing  both 
the  missionary  engaged  in  the  preaching  of  the  Gospel,  and  those  who  desire  to 
receive  it.  Twice  all  Jewry  at  Galata  were  up  in  arms  against  us,  determined 
to  roll  back  the  tide  of  the  €k>spel  movement,  which  from  time  to  time  arouses 
their  ire. 

'*  We  were  left  last  year  with  three  families  as  inquirers,  Marco,  Mose,  and  Bern- 
hard.  The  former  was  an  old  inquirer  who  was  more  than  two  years  with  us, 
fully  persuaded  of  the  truth  of  the  Gospel,  knowing  and  loving  it,  resisting,  after 
his  wife  came  over  from  Russia,  all  her  insinuations,  nay,  using  from  his  side  every 
possible  means  to  win  her  over  to  the  Gospel ;  but  he  was  at  last  overcome,  and 
left  with  his  whole  family  for  Russia.  The  Jews  collected  thirty  pounds  for  them, 
and  of  course  seemed  to  be  exulting  in  their  joy.  They  set  now  f  uUy  to  work  to  wrest 
from  us  the  other  two  families.  Every  means,  foul  or  fair,  every  possible  intrigue 
was  set  on  foot  to  get  these  families  either  alienated  from  us  or  compromised. 
Friends  at  home  can  have  no  idea  what  it  is  to  get  a  family  rescued  from  their 
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hands.     The  poor  Oriental  women  are  ignorant  and  superstitionB,  and  what  ^' 
meats  to  work  upon  their  fears,  or  npon  their  minds.     Both  families,  Moae  tnd 
Bernhard,  are  old  residents  here,  and  Behekah,  M.'8  wife,  has  namerons  relatiTei 
here — ^an  old  grandmother,  a  father,  sisters  and  brothers ;  all  these  were  day  and 
night  bnsy  with  machinations  to  harass  by  persecution  and  Texation  those  poor 
victims  whose  only  crime  was  that  they  were  determined  to  follow  the  dictates 
of  their  conscience,  and  embrace  and  pnblicly  confess  the  truth  as  it  la  in  Jens, 
their  hope  and  their  joy.     The  victims  of  snch  relentless  persecution  deserve 
certainly  onr  sympathy,  and  are  to  be  pitied.    To  single  individuals,  persecntioos 
are  often  beneficial  and  a  blessing  ;  it  deepens  their  convictions,  and  brings  them 
nearer  to  Him  who  is  the  object  of  their  heart.     But  when  these  cruelties  fall  npon 
whole  families,  upon  the  weak  members  who  are  babes  in  Christ,  it  harasses  them, 
and  injures  in  various  ways  their  spirituality.     We   on  onr  side  could  onlj 
use  the  prescribed  means  of  the  Gospel, — weapons  not  carnal,  but  spiritual ;  bat  in 
the  hand  of  our  God  they  are  mighty  in  pulling  down  the  stronghold  of  Satuu 
We  used  prayer,  and  the  teaching  and  the  comforting  of  the  Seripturea,  and  by  tiie 
grace  of  God  these  helped  our  poor  sufferers,  and  by  their  steadiness  and  firmaeM 
they  put  to  shame  all  their  enemies. 

**0n  the  l3th  June  Bemhard  was  baptised  with  his  three  children.  He  is  a 
sincere  devoted  man,  and  witnessed  on  that  day  a  good  confession,  feeling  the  joy 
of  God's  covenant  love  which  bound  anew  his  soul  to  his  crucified  and  risen 
Saviour.  What  would  become  of  his  wife  he  did  hot  as  yet  know,  hat  he  trusted 
in  his  God,  and  He  helped  him.  She  remaining  behind — ^that  encouraged  the 
Jews,  and  they  tried  a  new  onslaught.  Babbis,  teachers,  elders  of  the  synagogue, 
men,  women,  all  were  employed  to  induce  her  to  repudiate  her  husband,  and  go 
back  to  Judaism.  But  no,  the  Lord  prevailed.  The  bold  confessioD  of  her  hns- 
band,  his  joy  in  believing,  and  his  firmness  in  his  God,  overcame  her  completdy ; 
and  when  she  began  to  press  for  baptism,  we  could  not  but  feel  the  hand  of  tbe 
Lord  in  it.  On  Sabbath  the  4th  July,  Mose,  his  wife,  Rebekah,  their  two  diildreo, 
Israel  Bechar,  from  Tiberias  in  Palestine,  along  with  Rosina,  Bemhard's  wile, 
received  the  sealing  ordinance  of  baptism.  Our  place  of  worship  was  crowded 
with  Jews  and  Christian  friends ;  among  the  audience  were  several  of  those  peise* 
enters,  who  were  now  witnesses  of  their  cheerful  and  solemn  profession  of  their 
f^ith  in  the  crucified  Saviour. 

"  Ten  souls  were  thus  received  within  three  weeks,  and  Jewry  was  up  again 
in  arms.  However,  we  know  that  blindness  in  part  is  happened  to  Israel,  and 
the  individual  souls  that  are  snatched  like  brands  from  the  burning  are  in 
abomination  to  them.  Bat  they  are  safe  in  the  arms  of  Jesus.  He  is  the  author, 
and  will  be  the  finisher  of  their  faith.  Many  months  have  since  passed,  and  I  am 
happy  to  say  that  they  are  doing  well.  Great  grace  is  needed,  and  watchful  care 
to  bring  them  to  a  full  Christian  consistent  life;  they  need  the  shicere  milk  of  the 
word,  and  our  prayer  is  that  they  may  grow  in  grace  and  in  the  knowledge  of 
the  Lord.  Bemhard  is  now  in  the  school,  and  has  many  advantages,  and  Rebekah, 
Mose's  wife,  is  like  a  lamb ;  she  may  become  another  Mrs.  Selinger.  Israel  Bechar 
is  a  great  blessing,  and  a  help  to  the  new  inquirers.  He  was  not  well  in  the  be- 
ginning  of  winter,  and  we  were  anxious  about  him,  but  he  is  better. 

**  Our  evening  class  was  unusually  well  attended,  and  we  had  often  the  difficnlty 
of  finding  accommodation  for  alL  But  the  Wednesday  evening  prayer- meeting 
was  crowded  writh  Jews,  and  we  contemplated  to  adjourn  to  our  place  of  worship 
in  order  to  find  room  for  them  all.  Numbers  have  thus  heard  the  word  of 
truth,  and  we  trust  that  the  promise  will  be  fulfilled,  and  the  word  not  return  void. 
But  there  are  two  who  gave  i^arly  indications  that  they  have  not  heard  in  vain. 
Marco,  a  young  man,  received  the  truth  two  or  three  months  ago  with  an  anionr 
that  reminds  me  of  Elieser,  and  is  steadily  advancing,  l^at  is  evidently  Ao 
teaching  of  the  Spirit.  There  is  an  ardent  desire  after  saving  knowledge,  an  ap- 
prehension of  the  truth  that  no  mere  intellectual  power  can  give  ;  and  he  is  rery 
intellectual— a  deep  sense  of  sin  and  guilt  which  only  inwrought  conviction  and 
true  repentance  can  work,  broken-hearted  and  contrite  ;  he  is  only  a  few  weeks 
under  regular  instruction,  and  I  have  no  hesitation  to  say  that  young  Maroo  is 
the  Lord^s.     Since  Elieser  we  had  not  such  a  case.     He  cannot  yet  read  German ; 
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we  read  the  Now  Testament;  and  now  our  Shorter  Catechism  in  Hebrew;  hut 
he  is  taught  of  God,  and  will  not  dehiy  his  baptism.  It  may  yet  take  place  before 
the  Assembly  meets.  Remember  him  in  your  prayers.  There  is  another  UDder 
instruction,  but  he  is  not  so  far  on.  Our  evening  class  is  of  peculiar  interest,  an 
instrumentality  which  the  Lord  has  now  blessed  to  so  many. 

**  Air.  Sage,  who  was  baptised  two  years  ago,  has  found  support  among  the 
friends  of  Israel  in  Sweden ;  he  prosecutes  his  studies  in  Basle,  Switzerland,  and 
will  ultimately  be  either  a  pastor  in  the  Swedish  Church  or  their  missionary  to 
the  Jews.  He  is  a  man  of  good  parts,  and  full  of  ardour  and  zeal  to  preach  the 
Gospel  to  his  brethren  according  to  the  flesh.  The  Swedish  friends  are  quite 
delighted  with  him,  and  they  feel  greatly  encouraged  to  support  the  cause  of  Israel. 
Thpy  take  great  interest  through  their  chaplains  in  our  mission  here,  and  have 
again  and  again  sent  us  tokens  of  their  sympathy.  Their  warm  letters  and 
prayers  are  very  cheering  to  our  souls. 

'*  Our  Sabbath  services  have  been  well  attended.  For  several  months  last  sum- 
mer the  Germans  worshipped  with  us  during  the  absence  of  their  chaplain.  We 
take  notice  of  Jews  in  the  sermons — trying  in  this  way  to  attract  them,  or  to 
deepen  conviction,  but  in  general  our  services  on  the  Lord's  day  are  more  calcu- 
lated for  the  congregation.  There  was  a  time  when  numbers  of  Jews  used  to 
attend,  and  we  made  the  sermon  of  that  diet  more  suitable  to  them,  but  the 
Wednesday  evening  prayer-meetiog  has  taken  that  place.  We  have  taken  Genesis 
ibis  winter,  but  are  not  further  than  the  call  of  Abraham. 

*'  Our  schools  have  certainly  made  a  new  advance  upon  the  estimation  of  the 
public  since  we  have  come  to  this  quarter  with  the  new  '  buildings,'  and  they  fill 
beyond  our  expectation.  I  have  sent  rei)orts  about  their  respective  examinations, 
^which  took  place  at  different  times.  The  Italian  Female  school  had  it  at  the 
close  of  the  year,  and  the  German  school  pn  the  8th  March.  The  former  has 
about  100  children,  and  is  conducted  by  Misses  M'Gregor  and  Smith,  with 
Pazzina  Levi,  and  another  assistant.  The  German  school  is  a  mixed  one,  and  is 
attended  by  160  to  160  Jewish  children,  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Leonhanl, 
Miss  M*William,  and  Mr.  Landau,  teachers,  and  two  assistants,  Esther  and  Bern- 
hard  :  a  band  of  labourers  who  devote  their  best  time  for  the  good  of  these 
children  committed  to  their  care.  With  what  assiduity  and  devotion  they  dis- 
charge  their  duties,  can  be  daily  observed  by  those  who  witness  their  labours, 
but  is  especially  brought  out  on  examination  days.  The  parents  and  other 
friends  who  crowd  there  on  those  occasions  are  the  best  proof  in  what  estima- 
tion the  schools  and  their  teachers  are  held  by  the  grateful  people.  They  listen 
^th  eager  desire  to  the  various  exercises,  and  see  by  the  prompt  answers  Uie  ])ro- 
gress  their  children  have  made  in  the  various  subjects  and  languages  taught  in 
the  school  To  us  and  the  Christian  friends  the  Bible  lesson  is  the  chief  attrac- 
tion ;  the  saving  truth  that  is  taught  thereby  will  not  be  lost,  whatever  hostile 
parents  may  do.  A  day  may  yet  witness  a  great  harvest,  when  all  this  sowing 
shall  spring  up  into  life,  and  the  way  be  prepared  for  a  mighty  revival. 

"  Still  there  is  a  party  in  the  Jewish  community  that  looks  with  an  evil  eye  on 
that  influence  which  250-60  Jewish  children  must  give  to  our  mission,  and  they 
have  tried  again  and  again  various  means,  but  all  in  vain.  Last  autumn  they 
established  two  new  schools,  one  they  called  the  Alliance  School,  receiving  suj)- 
port  from  the  Alliance  Israelite  of  Paris.  Their  object  was  to  weaken  or  to 
supersede  the  German  school ;  and  the  other  they  located  quite  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  ours,  and  thought  in  this  way  to  intrude  themselves  upon  the  notice 
and  the  favour  of  the  Jews,  but  in  vain.  Before  the  winte^r  was  over,  the  one 
ceased  to  exist,  and  the  other  has  never  disturbed  us.  It  is  a  marvel  to  them  how 
we  succeed,  but  we  know  to  whom  we  owe  it.  The  diligence  and  the  devoted 
labours  have  certainly  done  their  part,  and  the  Lord,  who  is  the  rewarder  of  His 
own,  knows  how  to  bestow  His  blessing,  which  maketh  rich,  and  addeth  no  sorrow. 

**  Chayim  Beer  Landsman  is  doing  the  work  of  the  Lord  as  usual.  He  is  an 
experienced  Christian  and  labourer,  and  finds  always  employment  in  the  Jewish 
quarter,  in  the  evening  class  in  the  Home,  and  among  the  new  converts. 
His  favour  and  zeal  are  needed  if  an  impression  is  to  be  made  on  the  mass  of 
ignorance  and  prejudice  prevailing  among  that  poor  deluded  people.     He  takes 
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especial  interest  in  those  Jews  that  come  direct  from  Russia — who  have  never 
heard  a  word  about  the  truth,  who  are  ofteu  like  fierce  lions  when  told  that 
Jesus,  whom  they  call  Talah,  is  the  promised  Messiah.  Hundreds  of  these  Jews 
come  here  through  on  their  way  to  Jerusalem,  and  Landsman  feels  happy  when 
in  a  crowd  of  these  Jewish  pilgrims  he  can  testify  of  the  grace  and  the  truth  as 
it  is  in  Jesus.  In  a  time  of  excitement  he  has  to  bear  his  full  share  of  the  beat 
and  the  burden  of  the  day.  It  is  as  true  now  as  in  the  time  of  the  Lord  that 
the  evangelist  has  to  go  as  sheep  among  the  wolves.  He  does  not  seek  now 
the  disputation,  or  the  excitement,  but  they  come  of  themselves.  Often  his  mere 
presence  is  enough  to  occasion  an  outbreak.  I  have  often  to  keep  him  back  from 
the  Jewish  quarter  to  prevent  excitement,  and  yet  they  like  him.  They  know 
that  he  is  a  sincere  believer,  and  while  they  fear  his  influence  upon  a  certain 
class,  yet  they  cannot  but  respect  him.  This  is  their  involuntary  testimony. 
After  a  baptism  or  some  other  excitement  they  will  watch  his  movements,  and 
send  spies  on  all  sides,  but  they  soon  get  tired,  and  our  work  is  carried  on.  The 
Jewish  quarter,  however,  is  through  various  reasons  no  more  the  same  central  place 
that  it  «nce  was.  The  fires  have  produced  a  great  change,  and  there  are  other 
places  where  it  is  easier  to  get  at  them.  But  after  all  the  best  place  for  dealing 
with  the  Jews  to  advantage  is  our  evening  class.  We  can  work  steadily  upon 
them,  and  with  more  leisure^  and  with  less  interruptions.  It  is  the  distilling  dew 
that  prepares  the  heart  for  receiving  the  truth.  The  flow  of  discuaaion  and  con- 
troversy can  scarcely  be  avoided  at  one  time  ;  it  is  almost  indispensable  if  the 
hardened  heart  is  to  be  laid  open  and  bare  for  the  truth,  bat  i^ter  that,  it  is 
the  steady,  persevering,  quiet  process  which  will  lead  a  soul  to  consider  the  claim 
of  the  Gospel,  and  ]deld  to  it.  The  Jew,  and  the  Polish  Jew  especially,  is  food 
of  disputing,  and  resists  as  much  as  he  can,  by  that  process,  the  entrance  of  trath 
into  his  heart,  but  if  after  that  we  get  him  to  listen  to  a  quiet  discourse,  a  begin* 
ning  is  made,  and  often  an  impression  that  he  can  never  shake  off.  In  this  way 
some  of  oar  best  converts  have  received  the  truth.  Numbers  of  Jews  have  again 
heard  the  Gospel  this  winter,  and  our  prayer  is  that  the  Lord  would  give  His  seal 
to  it.  Our  work  is  mostly  confined  to  the  Jews,  but  Mr.  Selinger  in  his  shop  is 
doing  a  great  work  among  the  various  classes  and  nationalities.  The  ancient 
Churches,  Papists,  Mohammedans,  Europeans,  or  Franks,  as  they  are  here  called, 
they  all  hear  of  the  Gospel  from  him.  He  has  golden  opportunities,  and  what 
good  use  does  he  make  of  it !  As  a  mle  he  lets  none  go  without  tellixig  him 
something  of  the  GospeL  He  is  a  great  blessing.  His  wife  is  as  zealous  as  the 
Bible- woman  among  the  Jewesses,  as  he  is  in  his  shop.  She  is  now  quite  respected 
among  the  Jewish  women,  and  exercises  a  good  influence.  Kemember  us  in  yoor 
prayers,  that  these  labours  and  instrumentalities  may  not  be  in  vain. 

"  ALEXANDER  TOMORY. 
"Galata,  9th  April  1876." 

The  followjng  is  Mr.  Tomorj's  acoount  of  the  examination  of  the 
German  sohool : — 

'*  On  Wednesday,  8th  March,  the  examination  in  the  German  school  took 
place.  Their  number  is  already  too  lai^e  to  find  room  on  an  examination  dij 
in  their  spacious  class-room,  and  we  opened  again  our  place  of  worship  for  tfa< 
occasion.  There  were  present  150  children  ;  on  the  roll  are  more  than  ISO.  The 
children  occupied  the  centre  of  the  hall,  and  i|ll  round  every  available  spot  wa> 
occupied  by  the  visitors, — parents  and  old  scholars  oq  one  side,  and  Christiao 
friends,  ladies  and  gentlemen,  many  of  them  caming  a  good  distance,  on  the 
other.  But  the  occasion  that  attracted  so  many  visitors  did  not  disappoint  tbeD 
in  their  expectation.  As  class  after  class  came  forward,  yon  could  read  from  the 
faces  of  the  crowded  audience  their  feeling  of  satisfaction  and  pleasure.  Tbi^ 
relays  in  part  the  teachers  for  the  extra  labours  such  an  examination  involves. 
On  such  a  day  one  gets  a  real  and  an  abiding  impression  of  what  the  school  is 
doing,  and  how  good  and  beneficial  such  an  influence  must  be  in  an  atmospbvr* 
and  place  where  all  round  is  dark. 
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"  1  sabjoin  a  translation  of  the  Programme  : — 

PROGBAMMB  OF  GaLATA  GeRMAN  SCHOOL  FOR  1876. 

Opening  Hymn. 

III.  Bible  Class  Lesson— The  family  at  Bethany.     John  xi.  1-27. 
Hymn, 

II.  Bible-class — Peter's  Confession.     Matt.  xvi.  13-19. 
Hymn. 

I.  Bible-class — Who  can  serve  the  Lord.     Joshua  xxiv. 
Hymn,  — Sicura  in  man  di  Cristo  (Safe  in  the  arms  of  Jesns). 
I.  Italian  Class — Italian  Grammar. 
IL         ,)         ,,       A  lesson  on  Water. 
Hymn. — Come  to  the  Saviour  (Hebrew). 
I.  Hebrew  Class — Grammar, 
IL         „         „  Translation. 

Hymn. — What  mean  those  soul-reviving  strains  ?     (Hebrew). 

I.  English  Class — Ecclesiastical  History. 
Hymn.  — God  loved  the  world  of  sinners  lost  (English) . 

I.  Trench  Class — History  of  the  Phoenicians. 
Hymn. 

German — Practical  application  of  Grammar  to  Punctuation  and  the 
Cases. 
Hymn, 

'*Mi88  M'William  opened  with  a  Bible  lesson  with  the  third  class  on  the  words, 
'  I  am  the  resurrection  and  the  life ;'  Mr.  Berzion  Landau  with  the  aeoond  class 
on  Peter's  confession.  Matt,  xvi.,  *Thou  art  the  Christ;'  and  the  first  class  followed 
by  Mr.  Leonhard  on  Joshua  xxiv.,  *  Who  is  to  serve  the  Lord,'  etc.  If  I  should 
characteriae  these  three  lessons,  I  would  say  that  the/r«^  was  doctrinal,  the  second 
Messianic,  and  the  third  experimental,  and  withal  eminently  practicaL  In  all  the 
three  the  Word  of  God  was  paramount^  and  we  saw  the  minds  of  the  children 
well  stored  with  the  Scriptures,  and  valuable  lessons  taught.  Each  class 
excited  a  |)eculiar  interest.  The  well-matured  and  lucid  questions  of  the  teachers 
met  with  prompt  and  quick  answers.  The  quiet  gentle  influence  of  Miss 
M' William  was  fully  visible  on  the  children.  For  these  good  female  influence  we 
owe  a  debt  of  gratitude  to  the  Glasgow  ladies. 

*'  Esther  Kohen,  an  old  pupil,  and  now  an  assistant,  had  an  Italian  Grammar 
class,  and  a  physical  lessonj^on  Water.  She  is  a  good  teacher,  and  has  a  full  com- 
mand over  l^e  children.  Mr.  Landau  followed  with  Hebrew  Grammar,  a  lesson 
entirely  conducted  in  Hebrew;  and  how  did  the  Hebrew  parents  prick  their  ears 

00  hearing  the  sacred  accents  applied  to  a  Grammar  class  !  What  an  influence 
have  the  sounds  of  that  language  on  that  poor  people  !  it  works  like  magic  upon 
them.  It  reminded  me  of  a  passage  in  Herder :  '  The  Hebrew  tongue  is  fuU  of 
animation  ;  it  sounds  not  like  the  Greek,  but  it  breathes  and  lives.* 

'*  The  boys  translated  also  a  portion  of  the  Song  of  Moses  in  Dent,  xxxii — 
solemn  verses  which  gave  afterwards  rise  to  a  few  appropriate  remarks  by  Dr. 
Thomson.  He  had  tjiao  a  French  class  on  Phoenician  History.  Miss  M^illiam 
followed  with  a  Church  History  class  in  English,  and  it  showed  not  only  their 
proficiency  in  that  particular  subject,  but  also  the  great  progress  the  children 
have  made  in  English.  Mr.  Leonhard  closed  with  a  very  practical  Grammar 
lesson  in  German,  a  few  master  touches,  a  muUum  in  parvo.  The  whole  arrange- 
ments were  admirable,  and  the  singing  exquisite.    The  appearance  of  the  children 

1  have  never  seen  finer ;  their  behaviour  and  attention  during  these  long  hours 
were  quite  exemplary. 

"  Mr.  Landau  got  a  large  share  of  the  time,  and  he  had  again  the  opportunity  of 
showing  how  he  had  improved  the  time  and  the  opportunity  since  he  has  joined  the 
Bchool,  and  with  what  diligence  and  energy  he  carries  on  his  classes.  He  trans- 
lated several  hymns  of  Sankey's  and  others  into  Hebrew,  which  the  boys  sing 
often  in  the  school,  and  two  were  sung  on  the  present  occasion. 
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"  The  crowd  of  viflitora  felt  deeply  impressed,  and  many  of  the  parents  presseil 
warmly  the  hands  of  the  teachers  on  leaving,  thanking  them  for  their  troables, 
and  their  kindness  to  their  children ;  wishing  them  health  and  blessing. 

**I  must  not  forget  to  mention  that  the  Glasgow  ladies  had  sent  a  fine  box, 
and  the  children  were  delighted  with  the  prizes  and  the  presents  they  got  through 
the  kindness  of  their  Glasgow  friends.  If  these  ladies  could  have  been  present  at 
the  distribution  of  their  gifts,  they  would  have  felt  themselves  more  than  repaiU 
for  all  their  trouble. 

"  I  felt  deeply  impressed  on  addressing  the  crowd,  and  in  my  closing  prayer  1 
could  not  but  plead  with  the  Lord  for  a  blessing  npon  such  teaching,  and  for  the 
parents  and  old  pupils  especially,  who  have  themselves  heard  and  learned  the 
same  truth.  If  their  hearts  were  touched,  what  joy  would  come  to  many  whole 
families  all  at  once  !  We  expect  yet  one  day  a  great  work  among  the  Gslata 
Jews,  many  of  whom  have  had  such  repeated  opportunities. 

'*  The  schools  have  all  resumed  after  Purim,  and  soon  the  Passover  is  coming.'' 

We  add  some  account  of  Miss  Ewan's  work  : — 

"  Miss  Ewan,  who  for  eleven  3'ear8  assisted  Miss  Whittet  in  the  Italian  school 
at  Galata,  has  been  working  since  May  1875  as  a  missionary  in  Couscoundjook, 
a  village  on  the  other  side  of  the  Bosporus.  Many  Jewish  families  reside  there, 
but  she  is  the  only  Protestant.  Notwithstanding  weak  health  and  various  truJs, 
she  is  not  without  encouragement  in  her  solitary  toil,  and  the  entrance  of  her 
teaching  into  Jewish  houses,  along  with  the  interest  shown,  so  far  excited  the 
indignation  of  the  Rabbis  that  they  pronounced  a  *  herem '  or  cnrse  on  all  who 
should  continue  to  be  taught  by  her,  or  who  should  receive  her  into  their  hooies. 
For  a  short  time  nearly  all  doors  were  by  this  means  closed,  but  she  is  ag&in 
getting  access  to  her  pupils,  and  also  finding  new  o])eningB.  She  baa  sought  to 
gain  admission  among  the  women  by  teaching  to  read  or  write,  and  several  young 
people  have  gladly  availed  themselves  of  the  opportunity,  while  she,  on  her  psrt, 
requires  that  they  be  willing  to  read  with  her  in  the  Scriptures,  and  thus  the 
way  is  opened  for  intelligent  conversation  about  the  truth.  The  following 
extracts  will  give  some  idea  of  the  nature  of  her  work.  She  writes,  February  9th 
1876  :  '£.  (a  girl  of  thirteen)  is  away  to  Galata  now,  but  I  am  glad  she  can 
read  Italian,  and  mechanically  write  it ;  she  had  begun  to  learn  German  with  ou 
and  was  getting  on  rapidly,  as  she  already  speaks  it.  .  .  .  She  came  very  eagerly 
all  the  times  she  could  get  last  week,  and  I  had  told  her  to  try  to  find  dear  Mn. 
Selinger,  so  it  happened  providentially  last  Friday  that  Mrs.  8.  came  to  spend 
the  day  with  me,  and  Signora  V.  (a  married  sister)  and  £.  both  oame  for  their 
lesson.  It  was  the  first  time  they  had  met  a  Christian  Jewess,  and  they  were 
greatly  interested  in  Mrs.  S.  and  she  in  them,  and  we  had  a  gaod  <itiu^  much 
open,  frank  conversation  over  the  Word,  about  tjie  Lord  Jesos,  and  Mrs.  S.  tokl 
them  of  her  own  and  her  husband^s  conversion.  Signora  V.  now  and  again 
repeated  words  that  struck  her  to  £.  to  impress  them  on  her,  and  both  were  very 
serious,  and  sorry  to  leave,  when  home  duties  made  it  necessary.  Mrs.  Selioger 
gave  them  a  warm  invitation  to  visit  her  in  Galata,  and  promised  to  help  %.  to 
read  German,  and  take  her  to  church.  .  .  .  When  £.  came  to  say  good-bye  on 
Saturday,  she  told  me  the  words  that  lady  said  to  them  made  her  tremble,  and 
she  had  prayed  to  the  Lord  Jesns  to  take  her,  and  she  did  want  with  all  her 
heart  to  come  to  Him.  I  showed  her  some  more  of  EUs  precious  words,  and  ahe 
was  eager  to  have  them  all  marked,  that  she  might  find  them  again.  £.  told  me 
she  had  spoken  to  her  mother  about  Christ,  and  how  ahe  »rished  to  have  Him, 
and  the  mother  said  she  might  believe,  but  she  must  not  con/eee,  £.  was  consciooi 
of  the  hindrance,  but  was  impressed  for  herself.  She  will  have  many  difficultiei 
doubtless,  but  if  the  Lord  the  Spirit  draw  her  to  Christ,  His  work  will  abide; 
meanwhile  I  feel  thankful  that  she  will  have  such  opportunities  of  hearing  from 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Selinger,  and  I  hope  from  Mr.  Tomoiy  too,  in  church.  •  .  . 

" '  About  two  weeks  before  all  this  I  had  a  very  nice  visit  with  Signora  V. 
She  was  alone,  and  we  had  a  long  lesson ;  in  the  course  of  converslition  she  taii 
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slie  itiU  prayed  to  Jesos  to  give  her  the  knowledge  of  Himself,  and  tliat  wlieu 
sbe  prayed,  she  felt  more  love  to  these  things  come.  While  we  spoke,  a  funeral 
passed ;  a  young  Greek  girl  of  sixteen  was  carried  out,  and  the  poor  mother  s 
cries  rang  from  one  hillside  to  the  other.  Signora  V.  felt  it  deeply ;  the  poor 
g^rl  was  well  the  day  before,  and  it  was  a  solemn  opportunity  to  8])«ak  of  Judg- 
ment, and  Eternity,  and  Resurrection,  and  to  press  the  question,  Where  would 
her  own  soul  be  if  she  were  called  as  suddenly  to  die.  I  read  with  her  Isaiah 
Iv.  1-9,  and  John  vi.  37-40,  and  she  wished  both  portions  marked.  Afterwards 
she  asked  me  quietly,  "  Would  she  have  to  be  baptised  ?"  I  repeated  Mark  xvi.  IG. 
She  tells  me  her  husband  has  met  many  missionaries  in  travelling  with  his  regi- 
ment ;  he  has  a  New  Testament,  and  has  read  it,  and  had  wished  to  be  a 
Protestant^  but  she  had  no  interest  in  these  things  then. 

"  '  I  have  many  talks  with  Jews  and  Jewesses  at  the  landing-place  while  wait- 
ing for  the  steamer,  and  have  got  some  books  in  among  them  even  since  the 
**  herem."  The  young  chemist  of  the  village,  a  Jew,  has  often  asked  French 
hooks  to  read.  He  has  read  the  New  Testament  in  French,  a  book  of  Malan's, 
"  The  death  of  the  eldest  Son,"  Monod's  "  Can  you  die  tranquilly  ?'*  and  last  he 
asked  me  for  a  "  Pilgrim's  Progress,"  either  in  French  or  Italian,  having  seen  it 
in  a  pupil's  house.  He  lends  the  books  to  his  young  Jewish  friends  who  wish  to 
improve  in  French.  One  day  I  had  a  nice  visit  in  his  family,  and  another  day, 
in  the  shop,  with  his  father,  and  a  Jewish  doctor,  and  another  Jew ;  •  the  old  Jew 
read  the  22d  Psalm  with  me,  and  we  had  much  conversation  over  it,  the  old  man 
asking,  as  they  often  do,  why  Jesus  cried  "  Eloi,  Eloi,  lama  sabacthani,'*  if  He 
MTcre  the  Son  of  God.  It  is  good  when  they  ask  that,  it  gives  such  an  opportunity 
of  bringing  out  His  substitution  for  us,  and  the  necessity  of  that  forsaking. 

'*  *  One  day  at  the  Scala,  another  Jew  brought  up  a  fact  from  the  New  Testa- 
ment in  argument ;  I  had  never  given  him  one,  and  it  was  nice  to  find  he  had 
heen  reading  so  intelligently  from  a  neighbour's  book,  so  perhaps  the  Babbis 
know  of  more  thought  being  stirred  than  I  do  ;  meanwhile  their  **  herem  "  b  a 
grave  obstacle.' 

**  Her  anxiety  regarding  the  '  herem'  was  Tery  great,  but  she  was  enabled  to 
bring  her  extremity  to  God,  and  felt  liberty  to  plead  that  for  the  sake  of  the 
name  of  Christ,  which  she  had  spoken  so  much,  the  Jews  might  not  see  her 
driven  out.  An  answer  was  given  her,  for  she  writes,  April  5th  :  *  The  next 
day  doors  began  to  Ofien,  and  gradually  I  have  got  my  work  since,  and  have 
invitations  to  teach  in  four  new  houses  after  Passover,  besides  the  three  I  have.' 

**  When  I  get  a  hearing,  I  come  in  happy,  and  do  not  mind  the  loneliness,  but 
when  I  get  a  rejection  I  am  sad  ;  it  may  be  good  for  me  to  have  no  friend  to  tell 
it  to,  but  to  have  to  go  straight  to  the  Lord,  and  I  get  some  new  word  or  help 
to  hope  again.  Ask  for  me  that  faith  may  grow  exceedingly,  for  I  have  dared 
to  face  a  work  that  needs  much  faith  and  much  prayer. 

**  Though  this  is  the  preparation  week  for  Passover,  I  am  getting  very  open 
speaking  about  Jesus  in  connection  with  it,  telling  them  of  Jesus,  Messiah,  the 
true  Passover,  and  their  need  of  Him,  when  God  will  come  in  judgment. 
Psalm  L  6. 

*'  I  am  very  grateful  for  having  work  again,  and  my  distribution  of  Gospels, 
Greek  and  Armenian,  goes  on  quietly,  and  sometimes  I  make  a  stray  attempt  to 
speak  to  the  Turkish  women  of  Christ." 

"Galata,  5th  January  1876. 
'*  The  examination  of  the  Italian  school  was  held  in  our  place  of  worship,  and 
the  little  trouble  it  cost  to  prepare  the  place  was  well  repaid  by  the  rich  treat, 
and  the  pleasure  we  enjoyed.  The  weather  was  not  favourable,  and  many  of  our 
English  and  American  friends  were  unavoidably  prevented  from  being  with  us, 
but  a  large  number  of  parents  and  old  scholars  attended,  and  among  the  English 
visitors  was  Miss  M*K.,  an  old  friend  of  the  mission  dating  back  to  the  time  of 
Lord  Stratford  and  Lady  Canning,  with  whom  she  was  governess,  and  helped  to 
make  the  English  Embassy  a  home  for  many  a  missionary.  She  was  in  ecstasy 
about  the  Bible  lesson.   She  is  here  this  winter  on  a  visit,  and  expects  in  the  course 
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of  next  sammer  to  be  in  EdinborglL,  when  she  hopes  to  have  the  pleasure  of  meet- 
ing with  some  of  the  ladies,  and  giving  them  particulars  about  their  school  The 
subject  of  the  Bible  lesson  was  the  23d  Psalm,  and  the  portion  of  Scripture  was 
treated  in  a  masterly  way  by  Miss  M'Gregor.  As  she  advanced  from  doctrine  to 
doctrine  following  the  rich  figures  of  the  Psalmist,  the  children  repeated  so  many 
verses  and  whole  passages  in  proof  of  the  various  truths  elicited  from  the  Psalm, 
that  it  was  simply  astonishing.  This  was  the  general  remark.  She  had  also  an 
interesting  physical  lesson,  and  another  on  history — the  Crusades.  She  has  now 
a  fluent  Italian,  and  is  a  labourer  that  need  not  be  ashamed. 

'*  Miss  Smith  had  a  short  Bible  lesson  with  the  little  ones  in  Italian,  and  showed 
the  good  progress  she  had  made  in  the  language  during  her  short  stay  of  four 
months.  She  had  also  a  French  grammar  class,  and  as  she  is  a  sweet  singer,  she 
had  charge  of  that  department,  and  the  children  sung  several  of  the  now  so 
popular  Sankey  hymns  and  others  in  English  and  in  Italian.  We  wish  Miss 
Smith  God-speed,  and  as  she  co-operates  so  harmoniously  with  Miss  M'Gregor,  I 
trust  that  she  will  be  a  great  acquisition,  and  a  blessing  to  the  school  and  tiie 
mission.  The  appearance  of  the  children  was  a  fine  one  as  usual,  and  the  general 
impression  was  just  delight  and  pleasure.  The  Lord  bless  and  sanctify  that 
teaching,  and  remove  the  obstacles  unbelieving  parents  put  in  the  way  that  such 
rich  teaching  cannot  produce  the  fruits  of  conversion  and  faith  in  the  hearts  of 
these  poor  children.  Alkx.  Tomort." 


AMSTERDAM. 

Mr.  Van  Andel  reports  several  cases  of  Jews  to  whom  the  Lord  appears 
to  have  blessed  his  dealings  with  them ;  bat  by  their  moving  from  place  to 
place,  and  for  other  reasons,  when  they  have  confessed  Christ  in  baptism, 
the  ordinance  has  not  been  administered  by  him.  The  experience  of  Mr. 
Edward  has  been  similar ;  this  is  frequently  the  case  with  all  onr  mis- 
sionaries, and  makes  the  apparent  result  less  than  the  real  fruit  of  their 
work.  Mr.  Van  Andel  reports  the  lamented  death  of  Baron  Yon  Loon, 
an  old  and  steadfast  friend  of  our  Mission  to  the  Jews  in  Holland. 

"  In  the  midst  of  the  manifold  difiSculties  and  numerous  disappointments  we 
constantly  meet  with  in  the  mission-work  among  the  Jews,  it  is  particularl}* 
refreshing  and  encouraging  to  hear  now  and  then  of  old  inquirers,  of  former  times 
and  in  otiier  places,  turning  out  favourably  and  coming  forward  boldly  to  confesB 
Jesus.  This  very  gratifying  and  cheering  experience  has  been  granted  me  of 
late  in  several  instances.  From  Pesth,  as  well  as  from  Prague,  most  pleasiDg 
accounts  have  reached  me,  infonning  me  that  some  persons,  with  whom,  during 
my  residence  and  labours  in  those  places,  I  had  had  long  and  serious  dealings, 
have  come  out  well  at  last  and  joined  the  Christian  Church.  And  now,  after 
having  been  at  work  in  this  country  for  a  number  of  years,  during  which  time 
I  have  been  striving  to  cast  my  bread  upon  the  waters  in  various  ways,  and  with 
reference  to  a  number  of  individuals,  it  is  truly  gratifying  to  find  that  the  same 
happy  results  are  beginning  to  show  themselves  in  connection  with  my  efforts 
in  this  place  in  days  gone  by. 

"  As  an  instance  of  this,  let  me  mention  the  case  of  a  young  man  whom  I  had 
under  instruction  hero  a  considerable  length  of  time  ago,  and  regarding  whom  I 
can  traly  say  that  never  before  or  after  have  I  met  among  Jewish  inquirers  with 
one  so  exceedingly  amiable,  humble,  and  modest.  Seeing  him  one  could  not  help 
at  once  feeling  interested  in  him,  and  knowing  him  was  to  love  him.  Neither 
did  I  from  the  beginning  entertain  the  least  doabt  as  to  this  young  man*s 
sincerity,  and  his  genuine  desire  to  be  a  real  Christian.  I  thought  I  could  even 
then  see  love  to  the  Saviour  beaming  forth  from  his  countenance,  and  evinced  by 
all  he  said.  Most  striking  of  all  was  his  excessive  fear  lest  he  should  profess 
more  than  he  really  possessed,  and  appear  to  be  more  than  he  actually  was  in 
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tbe  sight  of  the  Lord,  and  this,  in  addition  to  a  remarkable  tenderness  of  percep- 
tion peculiar  to  him,  and  a  deep  feeling  of  h  i  own  unworthiness,  caused  him  for 
a  long  time  to  shrink  from  coming  forward  in  any  way.  In  his  capacity  as 
engineer  he  received  a  call  to  go  to  Glasgow,  and  there  he  was  engaged  for  some 
time.  While  in  that  city  Mrs.  Wodrow  and  Mr.  Somerville  were  very  kind  to 
him,  and  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  under  the  Christian  influence  of  those 
friends  there  he  was  greatly  benefited.  After  that  he  received  an  appointment, 
in  consequence  of  which  he  went  out  to  the  East  Indies,  from  where  he  wrote 
me  a  most  affectionate  and  deeply  interesting  letter,  showing  that  still  he  did 
not  dare  to  confess  Christ  publicly,  not  indeed  from  fear  of  others,  but  from  fear 
of  hinuelf.  While  there  he  had  to  pass  throagh  great  difficulties  and  trials 
regarding  his  Christian  faith.  These,  however,  by  the  grace  of  God,  he  was 
enabled  to  overcome,  and  not  long  ago — having  meanwhile  got  a  permanent 
position  at  Jokjokarta — he  has  at  last  felt  constrained  to  ask  for  baptism, 
and  for  admission  as  a  member  of  the  Christian  Church,  which  has  now  taken 
place. 

"  Another  interesting  case  is  that  of  a  Dutch  Jew,  residing  in  one  of  the  more 
distant  provinces,  where,  reading  some  of  our,  as  well  as  other,  publications,  and 
after  a  serious  examination  of  the  subject,  he  had  come  to  a  clear  view  and  cordial 
acceptance  of  the  gospel.  Thereui>on  he  proceeded  to  Amsterdam  and  presented 
himself  in  the  midst  of  us.  All  who  saw  him  and  conversed  with  him  were 
perfectly  satisfied  as  to  his  thorough  and  sound  knowledge,  and  also  as  to  his 
evident  sincerity.  But  the  question  in  this,  as  in  so  many  cases  was,  what  was 
to  be  done  with  him  in  Amsterdam  ?  For  various  reasons  it  was  thought 
advisable  that  he  should  not  remain  in  this  country  at  all,  but  proceed  forthwith 
to  London.  Accordingly  thither  he  went,  provide<lwith  an  introduction  to  the 
£ev.  Theod.  Meyer,  who  abo  felt  quite  satisfied  a#  to  his  earnestness  and  fitness, 
and  who  consequently  soon  baptised  him.  From  aU  I  have  heard  he  has  given 
great  satisfaction  to  Mr.  Meyer  ever  since,  notwithstanding  the  difficulties 
connected  with  his  stay  in  London.  If  I  am  rightly  informed,  Mr.  Meyer  is 
thinking  of  sending  him  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  where  it  is  expected  he  may 
"be  able  to  find  some  position,  and  perhaps  even  a  sphere  of  usefulness. 

**  Other  inquirers  there  have  been  with  us,  some  of  whom  did  not  prove 
satisfactory.  Some  still  remain  under  instruction,  and  one,  a  Jewess,  after 
having  gone  through  a  course  of  preparation,  has  been  induced  to  apply  for 
baptism  in  the  Lutheran  Church.  Thus  it  strangely  happens  that  the  cases  of 
baptism  of  which  this  time  I  have'  to  report,  did  not  take  place  among  ourselves, 
but,  in  consequence  of  various  peculiar  circumstances,  by  others,  and  mostly  even 
in  distant  parts. 

**  The  Sabbath  services  and  prayer-meetings  in  our  Mission  Church  in  this  dty 
have  been  going  on  regularly  as  in  former  years.  The  attendance  has  been 
mostly  good. 

*'  The  Sabbath -schools  in  connection  with  our  Church  are  doing  their  work 
well. 

'*  The  weekly  meetings  of  proselytes  have  been  continued  in  the  usual  manner. 
As  to  the  value  of  these  gatherings,  an  important  testimony  was  lately  borne  by 
one  of  the  most  aged  members  thereof, — a  worthy  old  woman,  who,  althoitgh  up- 
wards of  eighty,  does  not  absent  herself  a  single  time,  except  it  be  from  necessity. 
She  freely  owned  that»  when  she  had  at  first  embraced  Christianity,  she  was  not  very 
serious,  but  that  these  proselytes*  meetings  had  been  greatly  blessed  to  her  soul ; 
and  that  now  she  was  able  to  rejoice  in  her  Saviour,  and  felt  quite  ready  and 
desirous  to  depart  and  be  for  ever  with  the  Lord.  She  is  nearly  blind,  and  lives 
up  three  very  steep  stairs,  but  still  she  comes.  This  winter,  when  the  streets 
were  very  slippery,  she  got  a  dangerous  fall,  and  was  greatly  injured.  But,  by 
God's  goodness,  she  was  restored  again  ;  and  no  sooner  was  she  able  to  walk,  but 
there  she  was  to  be  seen  regularly  in  her  loved  place  again. 

"  The  Netherlands  Society  for  Israel,  with  its  Auxiliaries,  as  well  as  the 
Ladies*  Society  and  the  Children's  Association,  are  prospering.  At  our  last  anni- 
versary of  the  Netherlands  Society  for  Israel,  we  had  the  pleasure  of  having  in 
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our  midst  the  Rev.  Nicolas  Howard^  a  very  warm  and  able  friend  of  Israel,  wl)o 
conducted  the  opening  service,  and  delivered  a  most  excellent  address  on  thai 
occasion ;  and  we  had  also  among  us  Pastor  Bonnet  of  Cologne,  some  time  in  cou- 
ncction  with  Rev.  Mr.  Koeoig's  congregation  in  Pesth,  where  he  got  to  be  so 
much  interested  in  the  Jewish  work,  that  he  became  desirous  of  devoting  himself 
to  that  mission,  and  consequently  he  is  now  agent  of  the  Khenish  Westphaiian 
Society  for  Jewish  Missions. 

"  The  two  evangelists  employeil  by  the  Netherlands  Society  have  been  engaged 
during  the  year  in  the  usual  manner.  But  one  of  them,  having  found  other  work 
to  do,  has  lately  given  in  his  resignation.  We  are  therefore  now  looking  oat  for 
some  one  to  fill  his  place. 

"  And  what  shall  we  say  as  to  the  general  state  of  the  Jews  around  ns  in  thu 
city  antl  throughout  all  this  country  ?  At  times  it  would  seem  to  us  as  if  their 
bitter  animosity  had  somewhat  abated,  and  as  if  they  were  more  willing  to  be 
approached,  and  more  oi)eQ  to  be  reasoned  with.  But  some  attempts  lately  made 
have  proved  to  us  that  in  reality  they  are  as  hostile  and  impervious  as  ever,  sod 
that  it  is  one  of  the  most  difficult  and  even  most  dangerous  undertakings  to  go 
amongst  them.  But  although  they  have  surrounded  themselves  with  sach 
terrible  walls,  and  present,  even  individually,  such  an  iron-clad  front  against  aoy 
approach  of  the  Gospel  message,  nevertheless,  in  this  land,  where  so  much  of 
Christ  is  known,  His  word  sometimes  finds  an  entrance  in  a  wonderful  manner, 
even  into  the  heart  of  a  Jew.  Not  long  ago,  a  Jew  in  this  city  w^as  lying  on  hii 
dying  bed.  A  friend  came  to  see  him,  and  finding  he  was  so  near  his  end,  asked 
him  what  was  his  hope  and  consolation.  To  which  the  dying  Jew  replied  in  the 
words  of  the  Heidelberg  Catechism  (used  by  the  Reformed  Church  of  the  Nether- 
lands), '  My  only  coruolatUm,  both  in  life  and  death,  is,  thai  icith  body  and  soul  1  on 
not  my  oum,  but  belong  to  my  faithful  Saviour,  Jesus  Christ,  who,  by  His  preckm 
blood,  has  made  a  perfect  atonement  for  all  my  sins,  and  has  deliver^  me  from  all 
the  power  of  the  deviV  Is  not  this  astonishing  ?  By  some  means  or  other  that 
Jew  had  evidently  become  acquainted  with  the  saving  truth,  and  with  the  form 
of  sound  words,  and  his  thus  uttering  them  in  such  a  solemn  moment  with  hii 
dying  breath,  and  in  the  ])re8ence  of  his  Jewish  friends,  does  not  seem  to  lesTC 
any  room  for  doubt  as  to  his  sincerity  in  doing  so. 

"  Our  two  ])eriodicals.  The  Hope  of  Israel  and  Jacobus  Ladder,  continue  to  be 
read  by  large  numbers,  and  are  much  approved  of.  We  have,  of  late,  received 
new  evidence  that  these  papers  are  not  read  by  Christians  only,  but  also  by 
Jews.  Indeed,  sometimes  even  articles  from  our  columns  find  their  way  into 
some  of  the  Jewish  papers. 

"  The  publication  and  circulation  of  tracts  has  also  been  carried  on  during  the 
last  year  on  an  extensive  scale. 

*'  Two  poems,  written  and  published  by  me  while  in  Prague,  where  they  met 
with  such  a  very  favourable  reception  both  among  Jews  and  others,  having  got  out 
of  print,  have  appeared  last  year  in  a  second  edition.  Some  of  our  University 
professors  and  eminent  ministers  in  Holland,  thus  becoming  acquainted  vith 
this  little  work,  have  expressed  themselves  most  approvingly  with  regard  to  it 
Thus,  I  have  received  flattering  testimonies  from  such  men  as  Professors  Van 
Vostorree,  Beets,  Dvedes,  as  well  as  from  the  Pastors  Gunning,  Merens,  Van 
Rhyn,  Chantepie  de  la  Saussaye,  and  others.  I  am  also  happy  to  find  that  other 
Booieties  approve  and  make  use  of  these  poems  for  missionary  purposes. 

*'  Occasional  missionary  tours  have  l>een  undertaken  by  me,  one  of  which  took 
place  at  the  entire  expense  of  a  friend  of  the  Je^s.  These  tours  have  bronght 
me  in  connection  and  correspondence  with  Israelites,  which,  in  some  cases,  has 
been  interesting  and  hopeful. 

*'In  the  autumn  of  last  year,  I  was  honoured  by  an  invitation  to  represent 
the  Christians  of  Holland  at  the  Belfast  conference  of  the  Evangelical  Alliance. 
I  felt  it  my  duty  to  comply  with  this  request,  and  had  much  pleasure  in  being 
present  at  said  conference  in  the  capacity  referred  to. 

"  Having  been  requested  by  some  friends  in  Amsterdam  to  give  an  address  on 
Russia  with  reference  to  the  work  of  God  in  that  empire,  I  delivered  a  lectore  oa 
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that  subject  in  onr  chnrch,  which  discoone  met  with  snch  acceptance,  that  I 
was  again  and  again  invited  to  repeat  that  lecture  in  some  aristocratic  circles  of 
this  city,  e^>ecially  invited  for  the  purpose.  Also  in  other  towns  of  Holland  I 
was  asked  to  do  so,  bnt,  finding  it  difficult  to  respond  to  all  those  calls,  I  pro- 
mised to  publish  it  in  The  Hope  of  Itraelj  and  indeed,  to  give  some  additional 
information,  which  I  am  now  doing  in  monthly  articles.  These  articles  are  so 
much  approved  of,  that  a  number  of  friends  have  expressed  the  hope  that  I 
should  publish  them  in  a  separate  volume. 

"  The  Week  of  Prayer  at  the  commencement  of  the  year  has  been  observed 
among  us,  and  meetings  have  taken  place  every  evening  in  our  church,  in  which 
a  number  of  ministers  and  other  Christian  friends  have  taken  part. 

**  We  have,  of  late,  suffered  great  losses  by  the  death  of  some  of  the  most 
earnest  and  most  eminent  men  of  this  country.  Most  of  all,  however,  have  we 
felt  the  removal  of  our  excellent  friend.  Baron  Van  Loon,  M.P.,  who  died  most 
unexpectedly  and  suddenly  a  short  time  ago.  A  man  of  the  deepest  piety,  pro- 
found learning,  remarkable  for  his  wisdom,  prudence,  and  gentleness,  a  man  of 
great  gifts,  which  he  used  in  the  councils  of  the  State  as  well  as  in  personal 
efforts  for  the  spread  of  the  Redeemer's  kingdom,  and,  at  the  same  time,  a  man 
of  almost  unbounded  wealth,  of  which  he  was  ever  ready  to  bestow  for  any  good 
object, — ^behold  there  tk  slight  sketch  of  him  whom  we  have  lost.  I  need  scarcely 
remind  the  Committee  of  what  Mr.  Van  Loon  has  been  for  our  work  in  former 
years,  and  of  the  excellent  services  he  has  tendered  to  our  seminary.  But,  while 
for  a  long  time  he  appeared  to  be  very  much  engrossed  by  the  affairs  of  the  state 
and  other  matters,  he  has,  in  these  last  few  years,  been  drawn  uearer  to  us  again. 
He  frequently  used  to  preside  at  meetings  in  our  church,  and  sometimes  even 
occupied  my  pulpit  for  me  at  the  regular  diets  of  worship.  He  was  to  have  done 
80  a  few  days  before  his  death  took  place,  but  '^ras  prevented  by  a  cold.  He 
wrote  me  a  note  to  state  how  sorry  he  was  for  it,  and  concluded  by  saying, 
'  So  I  think  I  inay  not  accept  of  any  Sunday's  work  before  having  quite  got  rid 
of  my  cold.  As  soon  as  this  is  l^e  case  I  shall  be  glad  to  tell  you,  as  I  long  to 
he  in  the  work  again,  and  I  find  it  infinitely  more  congenial  to  my  taste  to  preach 
the  Gospel  than  to  discuss  laws  and  political  measures.' 

'*  In  my  last  annual  report  T  referred  to  a  young  man  who  was  filled  with  a 
fervent  desire  to  devote  himself  to  the  Mission  among  the  Jews.  I  am  happy  to 
say  that  his  zeal  has  in  no  wise  diminished.  On  the  contrary,  he  has  been 
carrying  on  his  private  studies  most  perseveringly,  and  his  great  wish  is,  that  a 
way  may  be  opened  for  him  to  spend  a  year  or  two  at  the  New  College  in 
Edinburgh,  after  which  he  would  be  happy  to  place  himself  at  the  disposal  of 
the  Committee  of  the  Free  Church  in  case  there  should  be  any  opening  for  him. 

"Our  Foreign  Mission  Association  is  in  a  prosperous  condition.  Also  the 
work  of  the  Lord  among  Jews  and  others  in  this  land  and  in  other  parts  of 
Europe  has  been  greatly  helped  by  us.  CoUections  and  appeals  in  our  church 
for  such  purposes  have  mostly  been  very  generously  responded  to. 

'*  In  connection  with  the  Secession  Church  in  this  country,  a  Committee  has 
of  late  been  formed,  and  a  cinmlar  issued  intimating  their  intention  to  enter 
upon  the  work  of  the  Mission  among  the  Jews.  This  is  very  gratifying.  We 
hope  soon  to  hear  of  practical  steps  taken  by  them  in  the  direction  indicated. 

''Reovort,  Amsterdam,  AprU  1876.  Adr.  Vak  Andbl." 

BBESLAU. 

Mr.  Edvrard  works  through  mingled  encouragements  and  disappoint- 
ments with  an  nnqaenched  love  for  Israel,  and  with  unwearied  efforts  for 
their  salvation.  Along  with  his  like-minded  fellow-labourers  he  strives 
to  set  daily  before  them  both  such  views  of  Christ  and  such  an  example  of 
true  religion  as  may  draw  them  to  glorify  Ood  in  the  day  of  their  visitation. 

"  Allow  me  to  begin  my  report  by  quoting  a  passage  from  Dr.  Chalmers,  as 
illustrative  of  my  facts,  and  affording  a  suitable  basis  for  my  oonoluttoiL    In  his 


14  REPORT  ON  THE  OONVERSION  OF  THE  JEWS.  II. 

Lectures  on  tlie  Bomans,  ch.  xL  v.  11,  on  the  words  *for  to  provoke  them  to 
jealousy/  he  says,  in  reference  to  the  national  conversion  of  Isniel :  '  The  impel- 
lent cause  for  this  result  we  gather  from  the  clause  now  before  us,  even  l^t 
the  light  of  Gentile  Christianity  had  in  it  something  which  moved  a  desire  on  the 
part  of  the  Jews  after,  and  so  as  to  turn  them  to  the  faith — when  no  longer 
abiding  in  unbelief,  they  shall  be  again  grafted  into  their  own  olive  tree.  We 
cannot  say  that  we  have  seen  much  yet  of  the  distinct  operation  of  this  motife 
among  the  children  of  Israel.'  Further  on,  after  reviewing  under  what  aspect 
the  C^pel  has  hitherto  been  presented  to  the  Jews  :  '  as  it  is,  the  sad  imperfec- 
tion of  Gentile  Christianity  operates  as  a  barrier  in  the  way  of  Jewish  convernon. 
It  is  this  which  makes  the  task  of  a  Christian  missionary  among  the  Jews  all  the 
more  arduous.  .  .  .  We  are  here  distinctly  told  by  what  sort  of  efficacy  it  is  that 
the  disciples  of  our  faith  in  the  very  act  of  being  its  patterns,  might  become  its 
propagators  among  God's  ancient  people-— even  by  the  exhibition  of  its  virtues, 
and  so  of  the  health  and  melody  which  dwell  in  the  habitations  of  the  righteom. 
Some  devoted  men  there  have  been^  the  Apostles  of  our  modern  day,  who  single- 
handed,  and  with  the  force  of  the  Christian  argument,  seconded  by  tiie  demoDStra- 
tion  of  their  own  example,  have,  through  tiie  grace  of  God,  effected  genmne 
conversions  here  and  there  among  the  children  of  IsraeL  They  have  been  tbe 
instruments  of  "  saving  some.'*  But  ere  a  general  effedi  can  be  anUic^MMied/rom  tka 
cause,  there  muat  be  afar  niore  general  representation  qf  Die  truth  of  ChrisUanitf^ 
and  that  both  in  its  family  and  social  pictures,  as  well  as  in  those  oocasioDal 
specimens  which  one  person  has  given  after  another  of  its  ennobling  and 
beautifying  influences  on  the  characters  of  men.  ...  If  it  be  through  our  mercy 
that  they  are  to  obtain  mercy,  let  it  be  remembered  that  it  is  a  mercy  which 
saves  us  by  the  washing  of  regeneration  ;  and  that  the  graces  of  this  regenentioa 
must  appear  palpably  and  convincingly  before  their  view,  ere  we  can  expect 
that  we  shall  win  them  either  to  the  love  or  admiration  of  the  gospel  Did 
they  but  see  the  evidence  of  God  being  in  the  midst  of  us,  whether  in  our  pre- 
paration for  the  life  that  is  to  come,  or  in  the  promise  which  never  fails  to  go 
along  with  these  of  the  life  that  now  is — did  they  but  witness  in  bright  exem]** 
lification  in  our  persons  the  virtues  of  our  holy  religion  ....  did  they  bat 
observe  the  effect  of  these,  not  merely  in  gracing  the  individual  possessor,  but » 
upholding  the  spectacle  qf  peaerful  and  well-ordered  homes,  .  .  .  then  should  ▼« 
be  at  no  loss  to  understand  how  it  is  that  Gentiles  might  provoke  Jews  to 
jealousy  and  emulation.' 

"Nothing  need  be  added  to  the  above,  to  show  that  onr  duty  to  the  Jevs 
requires  some  exhibition  of  Christianity  that  shall  bulk  before  their  eyes  in  a  con- 
gregation or  church,  as  well  as  family  capacity. 

*'  Besides  my  dealings  with  Jews  at  home,  and  in  other  houses,  or  in  the  street, 
and  the  influence  of  the  Word  preached  on  those  who  have  been  drawn  to  our 
plaoe  of  worship,  there  is  a  number  of  instances  to  record,  in  which  individuals  of 
that  people  had  the  privilege  of  contemplating  the  spectacle  of  *  peaceful  sod 
well-ordered  homes,'  such  as  only  the  gospel  can  create,  which  have  doubtless 
left  a  decided  impression  upon  them.  Of  these,  I  shall  select  some  example^ 
It  is  the  custom  of  our  elders  to  invite  a  number  of  the  congregation  to  tbcif 
houses  on  Snnday  evening,  after  the  second, diet  of  worship,  in  which  gathering 
they  invariably  indnde  any  stranger,  but  in  especial  any  Jew  who  appears  to  tsh« 
an  interest  in  the  Word.  It  was  after  one  of  these  Lord's  day  evening  meetingSi 
that  a  man  who  had  been  leading  a  most  abandoned  life,  called  upon  me,  u^ 
confessed  that  he  had  for  the  first  time  in  his  life  had  an  impression  of  a  trntb 
in  religion,  when  he  saw  a  whole  family  and  their  guests  happily  and  quietly 
.engaged  for  a  whole  evening  with  open  Bible,  considering  the  great  things  of 
eternal  life.  The  spirit  that  was  swallowed  up  in  the  vices  of  a  life-time  seei&eu 
to  be  wakened  up,  and  overawed  by  this  palpable  demonstration  of  Ch^ 
ruling  and  blessing  in  the  midst  of  His  own. 

'*  ^e  first  instances  I  quote  are  Goldstem  and  his  wife,  who  were  sent  on  here 
from  Pesth.  They  were  nursed  by  this  congregation  from  April  to  August  IST^t 
all  that  time  exclusively  maintained  by  the  people  ;  for  though  warned  ao" 
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urged  to  seek  occapation  for  himself,  he  never  found  any,  and  the  people  could 
not  leave  him  to  starve.  This  was  partly  from  respect  to  the  brethren,  who 
commended  him  to  us,  and  partly  because  Goldstern  himself  had  an  intelligent 
conviction  of  the  truth  of  Christianity.  But  we  seem  in  many  instances  to 
forget  that  conviction  is  not  conversion,  and  Goldstern  showed  all  along  that  he 
was  resolved  not  to  be  baptised  till  some  pledge  was  given  of  his  being  provided 
for.  After  being  maintained  more  than  three  months  by  this  Church,  when  his 
supplies  were  cut  off,  he  went  to  a  missionary  of  anutber  society,  who  negotiated 
his  being  accepted  by  a  society  on  the  Rhine,  by  which  he  is  to  be  trained  as  a 
missionary.  I  trust,  however,  that  both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Goldstern  (and  she,  though 
she  did  not  know  so  much,  made  in  some  respects  a  better  impression  than  he) 
will  carry  along  with  them  a  permanent  advantage  from  the  Christian  life  they  ' 
have  witnessed.     He  corresponds  with  one  of  our  elders. 

"  After  my  return  to  my  station  in  September,  there  were  two  Jews  who  were 
constantly  with  me  receiving  instruction,  L.  and  R.  The  former  fell  off  after  a 
month  or  two  ;  indeed,  it  had  been  plain  that  though  he  had  knowledge,  there 
was  no  seriousness  about  Him.  It  was  otherwise  with  R.  He  professed  to  be 
awakened  by  the  first  sermon  I  preached  after  my  return.  '  Yet  God  is  good  to 
Israel,*  (Ps.  Ixxiii.  1).  It  was  long  before  our  elders  and  people  conceived  any 
favourable  opinion  of  him:  but  gradually  R.  rose  in  their  esteem.  He  was 
constantly  invited  on  the  Lord*s  day  evenings  to  their  houses,  and  was  at  all 
meetings.  At  last  we  agreed  we  could  no  longer  deny  his  urgent  request  to  be 
received  into  the  communion  of  the  church,  and  the  day  was  fixed  for  his  baptism. 
When  the  hour  arrived,  R.  did  not  appear !  but  the  text  chosen  for  that  day 
(Heb.  xi.  26)  made  an  impression  upon  another' Jew,  who  stopped  me  in  the  street, 
to  tell  me  R.  continued  to  frequent  the  ordinances,  but  professed  to  have  some 
Bcruples  about  the  obligation  of  baptism — meaning  to  be  a  Christian  after  the 
fashion  of  the  Quakers  without  sacraments.  My  elders  don't  give  up  hopes 
of  him. 

"  In  the  beginning  of  this  year  a  young  Jew  of  about  nineteen  years  of  age 
came  under  the  influence  of  the  minister.  We  got  one  of  the  elders  in  GK>rlitz  to 
take  him  under  his  roof  and  teach  him  his  trade.  As  both  Mr.  V.  and  his  wife 
were  tried  Christians,  this  young  Israelite  could  have  had  no  better  opportunity 
of  obtaining  an  acquaintance  with  the  truth  and  life  of  the  gospel,  where  there  is 
prayer  and  reading  of  the  Word  daily.  I  had  two  visits  also  of  the  young  Jew, 
from  Prague,  who  is  appointed  to  a  Moravian  master  in  Gnadenfeld,  whom  I 
found  an  honest  youth,  evidently  impressed  in  favour  of  Christianity,  but  the 
great  lack  in  him,  as  in  his  brethren,  is  the  want  of  the  sense  of  sin,  which  causes 
slight  thoughts  of  salvation. 

*'The  week  before  last  I  had  one  of  the  most  interesting  Jews  whom  I  have 
seen  for  a  long  time  back.  The  Friday  before  our  Communion  I  had  occasion  to 
enter  the  place  of  business  of  one  of  our  members,  whom  I  found  in  dose  con- 
ference with  a  customer.  After  exchanging  a  few  words,  I  left^  as  I  saw  I  would 
be  interrupting  a  business  transaction.  But  our  friend  brought  his  correspondent 
with  him  to  church  on  Sunday,  and  he  stayed  on  all  through  the  sermon,  and 
ordinance,  and  then  introduced  himself  to  me  as  a  Jew  from  Memel,  evincing 
great  interest  in  all  he  had  heard.  On  my  invitation  he  visited  me  next  day,  and 
spent  the  evening  with  me  till  an  advanced  hour.  He  confessed  that  he  had 
had  exercise  of  mind  about  religion  (a  rare  thing  now-adays  in  these  quarters), 
which  had  been  shaken  off,  seemingly  because  he  saw  none  of  it  in  others.  He 
was  one  of  the  few  men  who  had  si)ent  their  youth  in  religious  studies,  who 
are  almost  only  in  Russia ;  his  mind  was  quite  fresh,  and  he  of  himself  asked  for 
some  practical  helps  to  remember  the  subjects  of  our  conversation.  I  had  the 
feeling  as  he  left  me,  that  this  was  one  who  had  caught  a  glimpse  of  Christ, 
and  could  commend  him  to  the  guidance  of  the  Spirit  with  more  than  common 
confldence. 

**  We  have  had  a  rather  satisfactory  attendance  of  Jews  this  winter  ;  indeed^ 
there  have  not  ^hetn  many  meetings  at  which  we  have  not  observed  one  or  more. 
On  one  Sunday  we  counted  as  many  as  twelve  Jews  and  Jewesses.     In  another 
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meeiiog  I  saw  ftre  intelligent  Jewish  lads  from  the  highest  class  of  the  gynuMina 
before  us.  We  have  some  families  that  are  quite  eminent  for  ^tiig^nf»  and  jeJ 
in  finding  yarions  ways  of  bringing  Jews  in  contact  with  the  tmth.  An  intelli- 
gent  and  devout  young  man  told  me  lately  of  into'eeting  conversation  with  the 
Jewish  master  of  the  diop  from  whiph  he  (a  tailor)  got  work — ^the  starting-pmnt 
being  his  refusal  to  take  work  in  as  for  the  Lord's  day.  I  have  Jews  who  will 
not  come  to  me,  but  have  no  objections  to  a  discussion  when  we  meet  on  a  walk. 
This  winter  I  have  made  several  missionary  excursions  to  preach  in  tiegnits,  the 
second  town  in  Silesia,  where  there  is  an  important  Jewish  population,  and  no 
missionary.  Ako  I  may  mention  that  since  the  1st  of  January  I  have  published 
a  small  monthly  paper,  in  which  I  seek  to  insert  such  articles  as  may  excite  the 
attention,  and  suit  the  case  of  Jews. 

"  We  have  daily  remembrances  that  we  are  dealing  with  the  people  of  whom 
the  Word  pre-eminently  records,  that  they  have  eyes,  and  see  not,  and  ears,  and 
hear  not,  and  a  heart  judicially  hardened,  but  we  are  ever  anew  restored  ia 
courage  by  the  assurances  of  the  Word  that  the  seal  of  the  Lord  of  hosts  will  do 
this.  D.  £]>WAB]>^ 

«  Brislau,  12th  April  1876.'* 

PRAQUR 

The  city  of  Bada-Pesth,  with  which  so  many  in  Scotland  have  now  for 
long  been  bo  familiar,  was  scarcelj  known  among  us  till  Dr.  Keith's 
detention  there  by  sickness  opened  the  way  for  its  becoming  a  missionvy 
station  for  the  Jews ;  and  at  a  mnch  later  date  the  ancient  and  singularlj 
picturesque  capital  of  Bohemia  was  known  by  few  British  visitors.  Bat  oor 
mission  in  Prague  has  become  an  interesting  centre  of  religions  influeDce, 
and  our  missionary,  writes  :  ''  The  English  language  becomes  increastogiy 
popular  in  the  city,  and  attracts  many  to  our  hidl  and  to  our  ChristiaB 
circle,  who  might  otherwise  be  beyond  our  reach.  Our  English  serriee 
is  attended  by  people  of  all  classes  and  conditions,  merchants,  profes- 
sors and  students,  doctors  of  medicine,  ladies  of  rank,  governesses  and 
teachers.  The  number  of  nationalities  represented  is  quite  interes^. 
Ilecently  we  had  a  party  of  Chinese.  In  summer  the  serriee  is  attend^ 
by  travellers." 

A  number  of  years  ago,  some  of  us  who  were  in  Prague  were  stnek 
by  the  number  of  Jews  who  attended  the  lecture  of  a  stranger  visitiiig 
them,  and  we  were  deeply  interested  in  their  absorbed  attention  to  hs 
scriptural  arguments.  The  idea  has  been  followed  up  of  occasioDil 
lectures  there  and  elsewhere,  by  distinguished  men,  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Jews,  although  not  addressed  exclusively  to  them ;  and  Mr.  Moodj  s 
account  of  the  success  of  those  lectures  for  these  two  years  is  in  the  higbtft 
degree  gratifying. 

The  progress  of  actual  conversion  is  slow ;  hopeful  appearances  are  often 
disappointing  to  the  hard-working  minister  amongst  Israel,  and  the  real 
character  of  the  result  is  frequently  perplexing.  But  the  Jews,  while 
still  rejecting  Christ,  are  through  means  of  the  missionaries  becoming 
acquainted  with  Christianity,  and  year  by  year,  even  in  despite  of  them- 
selves, the  leaven  of  the  knowledge  of  the  Oospel  is  gradually  spreading 
among  them.  While  the  nation  is  arousing  out  of  its  long  stagnatioo. 
every  ray  of  light  shed  through  its  darkness  is  of  inestimable  value. 

The  intercourse  of  our  missionaries  with  the  Bohemian  Church,  thoagti 
sometimes,  as  at  present,  threatened  with  partial  interruption^  has  hiihertd 
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been  of  a  most  interesting  and  fruitful  character,  and  prayer  is  asked  that 
it  may  be  maintained  and  increased.  Wherever  a  stand  is  made  for  the 
truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus,  as  has  been  done  by  the  pastors  in  Bohemia,  there  is 
sure  to  be  opposition,  and  our  missionaries,  striving  in  their  testimony  for 
the  truth,  must  also  take  part  in  the  cross  that  pertains  to  all  witnessing 
for  Christ  in  the  world. 

The  following  is  Mr.  Moody's  report : — 

"  The  successful  realisation  of  the  long  cherished  idea,  that  the  ear  of  the  general 
public  in  a  great  city  like  this  might  be  gained  by  the  introduction  of  lectures 
delivered  from  time  to  time  by  theologians  of  eminence,  has  invested  our  work 
with  fresh  and  extraordinary  interest.  Professor  Paulus  C&ssel  of  Berlin  was  with 
us  in  April,  and  his  three  lectures  and  sermon  produced  a  profound  impression 
on  the  Jewish  community.  We  left  no  stone  unturned  in  preparation,  advertis- 
ing largely  in  the  daily  papers,  distributing  invitation  programmes  right  and  left, 
having  bills  posted  at  the  street  corners,  and  compelling  the  people  to  come  in, 
and  we  had  the  jdy  of  seeing,  evening  after  evening,  one  of  the  large  concert-halls 
of  the  city  filled  by  an  interested  and  enthi^siastic  assembly.  The  Professor  car- 
ried his  audience  each  evening  in  a  remarkable  way  with  him,  and  at  the  close, 
even  the  Jews  who  had  heard  much  that  they  resisted,  joined  heartily  in  the 
general  applause,  while  saying  to  one  another,  '  But  we  ought,  properly  speaking, 
not  to  be  applauding.'  With  a  view  to  avoid  the  appearance  of  any  S]>ecial 
sectarian  object,  we  arranged  to  have  collections  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor  of 
the  city,  and  after  we  had  lodged  the  proceeds  at  the  chief  magistrate's  office  we 
received  for  Dr.  Gassel  the  thanks  of  the  city  council  The  lectures  formed  after- 
-wards  the  subject  of  animated  conversation  in  places  of  public  resort,  and  our 
-work  received  an  impulse  which  we  observed  at  once  in  the  increased  readiness 
shown  by  Jews  of  all  classes  to  come  to  our  ordinary  meetings. 

*' After  Dr.  Cassel  left  the  season  was  too  far  advanced  to  admit  of  arrange- 
xnente  for  another  lecture  coming,  but  this  spring  we  have  begun  somewhat  ' 
earlier,  and  if  we  may  augur  well  from  a  successful  commencement  we  may  con- 
fidently expect  great  things.  Dr.  Wilkens  of  Vienna  delivered  a  discourse  in  our 
hall  on  Sabbath  the  19th  March,  and  a  lecture  in  the  public  hall  already  referred 
to  on  the  evening  of  the  following  day.  When  he  intimated  the  subject  on  which 
he  proposed  to  lecture,  'The  Word  of  God,'  I  was  afraid  that  we  might  not 
get  the  ])eople  together  in  such  numbers  as  we  desired,  the  idea  naturally  occur- 
ring to  the  public  that  it  might  just  be  a  sermon ;  but  we  knew  what  we  had  to 
ex^ject,  issued  circulars  of  invitation  on  a  large  scale,  and  spared  no  ex])en8e  in 
advertising,  and  when  the  evening  came,  and  the  lecturer  appeared  on  the  platform, 
he  had  an  assembly  before  him  which  equalled,  if  it  did  not  exceed,  any  we  have 
had  before.  Our  £nglish  and  German  friends  mustered  in  great  force,  and  the 
Jews  furnished  a  large  contingent.  The  lecture,  which  was  admirably  delivered, 
was  a  noble  and  powerful  testimony  to  the  truth  and  authority  of  Scripture. 
Facts  speak,  and  as  one  discovery  after  another  made  by  explorers  amidst  the 
ruins  of  Babylon  and  elsewhere  was  brought  forward  in  confirmation  of  the  truth 
of  Scripture-history  the  people  were  held  in  breathless  attention.  '  Our  nine- 
teenth century,*  he  said,  *  has  been  called  the  century  of  railways  and  telegraphs, 
it  may  be  called  also  the  century  of  the  speaking  rocks,'  and  the  rocks  seemed  to 
8]>eak  to  the  people  as  with  the  hand  of  a  master  he  marshalled  his  facts,  and  let 
their  light  fail  on  the  Scripture-page.  '  It  is  related  in  the  Old  Testament,'  he 
said  in  closing,  *  that  king  Ahab  said  to  Naboth  the  Jezreelite,  **  Give  me  thy 
vineyard  that  I  may  have  it  for  my  garden,"  but  Naboth  answered,  "The  Lord 
forbid  it  me  that  I  should  give  the  inheritance  of  my  father  unto  thee ;"  and  so 
if  Science  falsely  so  called  come  to  us  and  say,  *'Give  me  thy  vineyard,  the  vine- 
yard of  the  Church,  I  would  make  of  it  a  garden  for  myself,"  our  answer  shall 
be,  "  The  Lord  forbid  it  me  that  I  should  give  the  inheritance  of  my  fathers  unto 
thee." ' 

**  We  hear  from  all  quarters  of  the  interest  which  the  lecture  awakened,  and 
are  much  encouraged.     The  sermon  was  also  most  interesting,  and  our  own  hall 
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was  filled  on  the  occasion  to  overflowing,  all  the  chain  as  weD  as  the  heoches 
being  occupied,  and  the  people  standing  in  the  anteroom  and  restry.  We  are 
now  preparing  for  Dr.  Causers  second  visil  We  expect  him  in  abont  a  mosth. 
He  has  already  annonnoed  his  subjects.  They  are  as  nsnsl  snch  as  will  *nraae 
attention'  and  attract  the  world:  'Tristan  and  Isolde,'  *Ahasneros,  or  the 
Wandering  Jew/  and  *  Aome  and  Jemsalem.'" 

**  Our  regular  church  services  are  continued  as  before :  Knglish  and  Gennaa 
on  the  Lord's  day,  and  our  German  prayer-meeting  on  the  evening  of  Thuraday. 
The  English  language  becomes  increasingly  popular  in  the  city,  and  attracts  many 
to  our  hall  and  to  our  Christian  circle  who  might  otherwise  be  beyond  our  reacL 
Our  English  service  is  attended  by  people  of  all  classes  and  conditions, 
merchants,  professors  and  students,  doctors  of  medicine,  ladies  of  rank,  gover- 
nesses  and  teachers.  The  number  of  nationalities  represented  is  quite  interesting. 
Kecently  we  bad  a  party  of  Chinese.  In  summer  the  service  is  attended  by 
travellers ;  and  I  have  just  been  canying  out  a  suggestion  made  by  Mr.  R.  A. 
Macfie,  with  a  view  to  make  it  more  widely  known.  I  have  got  large  biUa 
printed  containing  intimation  of  the  service  here,  and  of  services  at  I^esden, 
Vienna^  and  Pesth,  and  these  will  be  hung  up  in  the  hotels  in  the  various  citiei 
named. 

"  For  our  re^lar  hearers  at  the  German  service  we  had  a  private  soiree  a  fev 
months  ago.  Coffee  was  handed  round,  and  then  we  had  speeches  and  singing. 
It  was  a  most  successful  meeting ;  and  tended  greatly  to  unite  the  people.  Some 
of  the  guests  were  literally  from  '  the  highways  and  hedges,'  and  a  poor  Boman 
Catholic  woman,  who  had  enjoyed  herself  greatly,  amused  us  by  coming  forward 
at  the  dose  to  say  that  if  she  could  she  would  write  an  article  for  the  news* 
papers  describing  the  feast 

*'  The  Week  of  Prayer  was,  as  already  reported  in  the  Rficord  a  time  of  refreeli- 
ing.  No  one  who  attended  the  meetings  will  readily  forget  them.  Friends  came 
to  help  tu  from  different  parts  of  the  country,  and  many  earnest  quickening 
words  were  spoken  and  fervent  prayers  offered.  The  spirit  of  a  truly  evangelical 
alliance  prevailed  among  us,  and  we  received  the  blessing. 

*'  We  have  had  much  to  do  with  Jews  during  the  year,  and  our  experience  hai 
been  most  instructive.  In  my  last  report  I  referred  jiarticularly  to  the  caae 
of  Rabbi  F.,  and  expressed  the  hope  that  we  might  have  the  happiness  of 
recefving  him  into  the  fellowship  of  the  Church.  He  came  to  me  regularly  for 
instruction  during  the  summer  and  autumn,  and  made  much  progress.  He  studied 
with  me  the  Christology  of  the  Old  Testament,  the  Gospel  of  Matthew,  and  the 
Heidelberg  Catechism,  and  with  Mr.  Ftlrst  the  Epistle  to  the  Romans.  He  had 
advanced  so  far  before  winter  that  we  began  to  make  arrangements  for  his  bap* 
tism.  It  was  our  intention  to  send  him  to  Edinburgh  to  pursue  his  studies  at 
the  New  College,  our  friends  who  have  oharge  of  the  bursary  fund  having  kindly 
acceded  to  our  request  that  the  same  opportunity  of  studying  theology  and  see- 
ing Christian  life  in  Scotland  should  be  granted  to  him  as  is  now  given  to  so 
many  students  of  the  Bohemian  Reformed  Church.  The  day  for  the  baptiam 
was  fixed,  and  we  looked  forward  to  it  hopefully  and  thankfully,  but  diflScnlties 
arose.  The  Day  of  Atonement  intervened,  and,  pressed  by  his  wife  to  *  hold  the 
day,'  he  wavered,  and  acted  a  double  part.  We  could  not  receive  him  after  this 
without  further  trial,  and  his  opportunity  of  going  to  Scotland  passed.  Then  it 
gradually  came  to  light  that  while  he  was  a  Talmudical  scholar,  and  had  by  some 
means  obtained  a  diploma  as  doctor  of  philosophy,  his  general  education  vae 
quite  defective,  and  we  became  convinced  that  providentially  it  had  been  well 
ordered  that  he  had  not  been  sent  to  Scotland.  It  would  not  do,  we  saw,  to 
allow  him  to  entertain  the  idea  that  by  studying  for  a  short  time  in  Edinburgh 
he  might  become  a  preacher.  He  resumed  attendance  at  the  hours  of  instnicttoo 
I  had  appointed  for  him,  and  now  brought  his  wife  regularly  with  him.  We  were 
exceedingly  anxious  that  she  should  come  forward  along  with  her  husband,  and 
were  led  now  to  give  peculiar  attention  to  her  case.  I  found  it  at  first  no  easy 
matter  to  instruct  her :  she  was  ignorant  and  bigoted,  and  explanations  of  the 
prophetic  word  and  its  fulfilment  did  not  reach  the  conscience  and  hearl     It  oc- 
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curred  to  me,  however,  to  try  the  parables  of  the  New  Testameot.  I  described 
one  day  the  Pharisee  and  the  Pablican,  how  they  went  up  to  the  temple  to  pray, 
and  how  they  prayed,  and  then  I  adced  her,  'Now  which  of  these  two  men 
prayed  aright  ?'  She  would  fain  have  said,  *  The  Pharisee,'  but  she  could  not ; 
*  Tbe  Publican,'  she  replied.  I  then  described  the  Pharisees  minutely  in  their 
zeal  for  the  letter  of  the  law,  and  their  self -righteousness,  delineated  on  the  other 
hand  the  character  of  the  promised  Messiah,  and  asked  her,  'Suppose  such  a 
Messiah  were  to  come  to-day,  and  we  had  in  the  community  a  class  of  persons 
corresponding  to  the  sect  of  the  Pharisees,  would  they  be  ready  to  receive  him  ? ' 
The  light  now  dawned  upon  her ;  she  was  touched  to  the  quick,  for  she  saw  in  the 
description  of  the  Pharisee  the  picture  of  her  own  father,  whom  she  had  been 
accustomed  to  revere  as  one  of  the  pious  of  the  earth,  and  her  conscience  now  told 
her,  '  Such  an  one  is  not  ready  to  receive  the  Messiah  of  Scripture.'  After  this 
she  was  much  excited,  but  she  continued  to  come  for  instruction  and  understood 
what  she  heard.  The  case  of  Nicodemus  interested  her  greatly.  '  Here  is  a  man,' 
I  said,  '  of  high  position  among  the  Jews — not  without  a  post '  (referring  to  her 
huebimd  having  had  no  post  when  he  came  to  inquire)  ; '  he  has  his  place  in  the 
Sanhedrim,  he  is  respected  by  the  whole  community  for  his  learning,  he  is  a  man 
of  wealth ;  the  world  would  say,  *'  What  does  the  man  want  more  ?"  but  he  is  not 
at  rest,  and  he  makes  his  way  quietly  by  night  to  Jesus.'  '  Now  what  does  he 
want  ?'  I  asked  her.  '  What  brings  him  on  that  night  to  Jesus  ?'  '  Perhaps  he 
feels  himself  to  be  a  sinner,'  was  her  answer. 

'*  We  made  arrangements  again  for  the  Babbi's  baptism,  and  hoped  that  his 
wife  might  come  forward  with  him,  or  at  least  might  soon  follow  him.  1  told 
bim  that  we  did  not  think  of  sending  him  to  Scotland,  but  gave  him  to  under- 
stand that  he  would  have  further  training  with  ns  here,  and  might  be  called  to 
make  himself  useful  in  our  Mission.  He  seemed  to  reconcile  himself  to  this  idea, 
but  afterwards  he  was  otherwise  advised,  and  took  leave  of  me  saying  that  he 
could  not  come  forward  for  baptism  unless  the  opportunity  were  given  him  of 
prosecuting  his  studies  elsewhere.  I  do  not  yet  know  how  the  case  is  likely  to  end. 
His  wife  became  very  ill,  partly  from  mental  agitation,  and  we  were  afraid  that 
she  might  fall  into  consumption. 

"A  young  man,  Max  P.,  wrote  to  me  expressing  his  desire  to  become  a 
Christian,  and  he  began  to  come  for  instruction,  and  to  attend  our  hall ;  but  he 
happened  to  hear  of  Palestine  Place,  and  would  not  rest  till  he  got  to  London. 
He  is  now,  I  believe,  under  the  care  of  the  brethren  of  the  London  Society  in 
their  great  home  for  inquirers. 

"  Another  young  man,  J.  G.,  brother  of  one  of  our  Pesth  converts,  and  him- 
self instructed  for  some  time  in  Pesth,  was  baptised  here  in  the  Oerman  church 
under  the  auspices  of  the  British  Society.  He  has  gone  to  Basle  to  the  Prose- 
lytes' Home. 

"  We  have  not  yet  baptised  any  of  the  children  whom  we  sent  to  the  schools 
of  -the  Moravian  Brethren  in  Prussian  Silesia,  but  we  have  satisfactoty  accounts 
of  all  of  them.  I  had  a  most  interesting  letter  recently  from  Chaim.  *  I  am  just 
Inidway,'  he  writes,  '  neither  a  Jew  nor  a  Christian.  Jew  I  cannot  call  myself,  for 
I  do  not  believe  the  traditions  of  the  Rabbis  ;  and  I  cannot  call  myself  a  Christian, 
even  though  I  have  the  Christian's  faith,  for  a  Christian  must  be  baptised  in  the 
name  of  Jesus,  the  Son  of  Cod.'  Regarding  Olga  K.  the  proposal  was  made 
that  she  should  be  baptised,  and  her  mother  consented,  but  alter  correspondence 
with  the  Director  of  the  Institution  I  have  thought  it  right  to  delay. 

"  We  have  made  the  acquaintance  of  a  certain  Rabbi  of  distinction  whom  I 
shall  not  name,  and  have  had  much  friendly  intercourse  with  him.  His  reputa- 
tion is  great  as  a  scholar  and  a  preacher.  More  than  thirty  years  ago,  when  pur- 
suing his  studies  at  Halle,  he  met  with  a  student  from  Scotland  whose  earnest 
Christian  character  impressed  him  so  deeply  that  he  could  never  foiget  it.  Our 
conversations  have  been  deeply  interesting.  *  Your  fame  wiU  not  satisfy  you,' 
I  said  to  him  the  other  day.  *  No,'  he  replied,  *  I  have  bright  moments,  but  they 
pass  again.' 

"  The  English  classes  established  in  connection  with  the  Mission  have  been 
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conducted  as  before,  and  Miss  Cabel  has  had  a  constantly  increasing  number  of 
pupils.     She  writes  : — 

**  'Tliis  session  has  been  an  improyement  on  the  former  ones  as  r^ardB  the 
attendance  of  pupils.-  The*  number  enrolled  since  October  is  forty, — JewB  and 
Roman  Catholics  ;  two  are  Protestants.  This  winter  has  been  marked  by  pain- 
ful trials  to  some  of  my  pupils,  and  a  very  subdued  spirit  has  prevailed  in  Bome 
of  the  classes.  Two  of  those  who  last  year  were  among  the  brightest  in  the  school 
have  been  laid  in  an  early  grave.  One  was  taken  after  a  very  short  illness — 
Along  with  some  of  those  who.  had  been  her  class-mates  I  attended  the  funenl 
During  the  long  drive  we  had  an  earnest  conversation  on  the  doctrine  of  the  resur- 
rection :  Christ  the  first-fruits  of  theln  that  sleep.  They  seemed  impressed :  one 
was  a  Jewess.  A  young  Jewess  who  has  now  been  with  me  a  long  time  caufies 
me  much  encouragement.  I  think  she  loves  the  Saviour,  CTiri^,  as  she  invariably 
caUs  him.  She  has  been  s^dying  with  me  *  Paradise  Lost,'  which  has  afforded 
ns  much  religious  conversation.  She  has  been  two  months  in  Vienna  during  tbe 
Carnival,  but  writes  that  she  is  longing  to  get  back  to  her  lessons,  and  hopes 
I  shall  find  her  as  simple  as  before,  idl  the  gaiety  of  which  she  is  quite  tired.  I 
have  a  conversation  dub  for  ladies  this  winter.  We  read  one  hour,  and  convene 
the  second,  principally  over  what  we  have  been  reading.  Our  reading  is  from  the 
magazine,  The  Day  of  Hest,  which  is  suggestive  of  what  is  pure  and  instructiTe. 
Also  once  a  week  I  have  a  similar  class  for  young  men ;  five  attend ;  four  are 
Jews.* 

'*The  work  undertaken  on  behalf  of  the  Edinburgh  Association  in  aid  of  the 
spread  of  the  Gospel  in  Bohemia  continues  to  engage  and  interest  us.  Mr.  Alok 
Jelen,  who  studied  latterly  at  the  New  College,  Edinburgh,  and  passed  his  theo- 
logicfd  examination  with  great  credit  there,  is  about  to  take  charge  of  the  Katten- 
berg  station.  His  patience  has  been  much  tried.  His  Edinburgh  certificate  bad 
not  only  to  be  presented  to  the  Consistory,  but  had  to  obtain  approval  at  the 
office  of  the  Minister  of  State  for  Ecclesiastical  Afifairs,  and  it  was  long  detained. 
I  rejoice  to  say  that  it  has  now  been  accepted. 

*'  At  Nymburg  and  Podiebrad,  Mr.  Hrozny  has  been  labouring  zealously.  He 
preaches  regularly  to  large  congregations,  and  is  diligent  in  instructing  the  yoimg. 
It  is  a  sign  of  progress  that  the  Podiebrad  people  have  been  able  to  pay  the  rest 
of  their  own  hall. 

"At  Leitmeritz  and  Zebus  the  work  goes  steadily  forward.  Our  friend  Mr. 
Schmidt,  who  labours  at  these  stations,  is  '  a  workman  that  needeth  not  to  be 
ashamed.' 

*'  We  have,  as  before,  several  colporteurs,  whose  work  is  superintended  b; 
pastors  in  different  parts  of  the  country ;  and  by  this  agency  much  has  been 
accomplished  during  the  year.  An  interesting  account  of  the  work  of  tbe 
Comenius  Association  has  just  been  issued  in  the  English  language.  It  is  of 
great  importance  that  sound  religious  literature  be  provided  for  the  people,  and 
it  is  gratifying  to  be  able,  in  this  department  also,  to  report  progress. 

*'  I  cannot  close  without  adverting  to  the  fact  that  our  horizon  is  not  quite  on- 
clouded.  There  seems  to  be  in  high  quarters  a  certain  uneasiness  about  the  work 
of  the  foreigners.  A  committee,  appointed  by  the  Superinteudential  Couventioc 
for  correspondence  with  foreign  Churches,  was  discharged  by  order  of  tbe 
Government,  when  the  resolutions  of  the  Convention  reached  Vienna,  for 
sanction ;  and  the  authorities  here  have  had  it  in  some  way  indicated  to  then 
that  they  must  not  allow  the  representatives  of  foreign  churches  so  much  free- 
dom of  action.  Then  the  pastor  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  this  city,  who  was 
suspended  from  office  for  a  year  on  account  of  erroneous  teaching,  has  been  re- 
instated by  the  Vienna  ecclesiastical  tribunal,  and  the  most  decided  ste]«  hare 
been  taken  to  prevent  any  other  pastor  preaching  or  lecturing  in  his  parish  with- 
out his  permission.  We  are  thus  placed  in  a  position  of  dependence  on  that 
pastor,  which  occasions,  as  regards  our  German  meetings,  a  certain  insecuritj 
May  the  Lord  himself  who  reigneth  defend  us,  setting  before  us  an  open  door 
which  no  man  shall  shut  ANDREW  MOODY. 

"Prague,  3lst  March  1876." 
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Mr.  Fiirst  writes  as  follows  : — 

"  In  my  last  annual  report  I  spoke  of  the  sad  state  of  modem  Judaism,  and, 
humanly  speaking,  it  cannot  be  expected  that  it  shonld  change  for  the  better 
daring  one  year.  As  long  as  the  salt  of  Christiani£y  is  wanting,  the  decaying 
process  will  go  on.  At  no  period  in  the  history  of  the  Jews  since  their  disper- 
sion among  the  nations  of  the  world,  have  there  been  so  many  hundreds  and 
thousands  of  them  who  do  not  blush  openly  to  profess  unbelief  and  infidelity  as 
in  our  present  time.  Not  few,  however,  amongst  them,  even  those  who  are 
loudest  in  their  assertions  of  unbelief  in  all  revealed  religion,  feel  a  desire  to  have 
their  emptiness  filled  by  something  which  can  truly  satisfy  them.  Any  one 
knowing  the  Jews  well,  will  confirm  me  in  my  statement,  that  even  the  most 
outspoken  atheist  among  them  is  not  altogether  devoid  of  some  religious  feeling. 
The  Jew  is  indeed  a  riddle  in  history,  and  not  less  to  himself  than  to  others. 
He  is,  especially  in  our  time,  at  a  loss  which  way  to  turn,  as  he  cannot  possibly 
go  back  and  believe  the  old  Talmudical  Judaism ;  and  the  reforms  which  have 
been  here  and  there  introduced  have  lost  their  novelty,  and  have  no  attractive 
charm  any  more  for  him.  Moreover,  he  has  learned  from  those  busy  reformers, 
who  are  as  numerous  as  the  number  of  Bubbis  are,  that  it  is  much  easier  and 
more  convenient  to  be  his  own  reformer.  From  the  Christian  nations  among 
whom  he  lives  he  has  not  received  much  help  in  having  his  religious  doubts  or 
unbelief  removed ;  on  the  contrary,  they  have  richly  supplied  him  with 
subtle  arguments  to  defend  his  very  unbelief.  In  Protestant  countries  here 
on  the  Continent  infidelity  is  prevalent,  and  again  in  Catholic  countries 
he  finds  heathenish  superstition  added  to  infidelity,  and  consequently  the  Jew 
in  the  so-called  Christian  and  civilised  countries  is  only  confirmed  in  his 
unbelief. 

"Such  being  the  case,  the  question  arises :  What  can  be  done  in  spite  of  all 
these  formidable  obstacles  in  bringing  the  Jew  yet  to  the  Gospel  of  Christ  ?  To 
this  important  question  I  reply :  That  the  Free  Church  mode  ot  missionary 
proceeding  among  the  Jews  is,  to  my  mind,  the  only  one  which  has  any  prospect 
of  accomplishing  that  which  human  agency  herein  is  destined  to  accomplish. 
That  mode  of  proceeding  is  particularly  well  adapted  to  Catholic  countries,  where 
the  Jew  sees  only  a  very  corrupt  Christianity,  of  which  no  aigument  will 
convince  him  that  it  has  been  established  by  the  Messiah  of  Israel.  How  often 
have  I  heard  from  Jews,  who  have  attended  our  simple  Presbyterian  service, 
expressions  of  great  surprise  at  its  simplicity,  and  often  have  I  heard  them 
saying: — Now  we  see  there  is  a  great  difference  between  Christianity  and 
Christianity  !  If  our  mode  of  proceeding  only  removes  prejudices  and  false 
conceptions  from  the  mind  of  the  Jews  as  regards  Christianity,  then  surely  it 
already  accomplishes  a  great  deal ;  but  it  accomplishes  much  more.  In  gathering 
GentOes  together  for  worship,  and  at  the  same  time  inviting  Jews  to  join  them, 
the  latter  lose  the  suspicion  they  naturally  have  against  any  religious  under- 
taking exclusively  for  them.  During  centuries  they  have  tasted  the  bitterness 
of  exclusive  and  exceptional  laws,  and  they  hate  therefore  nothing  so  much  as 
anything  done  directly  for  them.  Furthermore,  gathering  around  us  a  band  of 
believing  Christians,  and  interesting  them  for  our  work  among  the  Jews, 
we  thus  strengthen  our  hands  and  promote  our  cause. 

'*The  attendance  at  our  Sabbath  and  weekly  services  has  been  on  the  whole 
good.  The  winter  has  been  unusually  severe,  which  accounts  for  the  fact  that 
the  attendance  has  not  always  been  steady.  It  is,  however,  a  great  joy  to  us 
that  so  many  Jews  and  Gentiles  have  heard  the  pure  gospel  of  Christ  preached, 
and  we  trust  not  without  some  good  result. 

"  I  have  been  going  on  increasing  my  acquaintances  among  the  Jews,  and  I 
move  freely  and  without  any  disguise  among  all  classes  of  them,  and  can  freely 
speak  to  them  of  the  one  thing  needful.  I  have  not  failed  now  and  then,  as 
often  as  I  had  anything  of  interest,  to  bring  it  to  the  notice  of  our  Committee, 
although  such  communications  do  not  fully  bring  to  light  all  the  missionaries* 
doings.  If  I  cannot  speak  of  baptisms,  I  rejoice  nevertheless  that  I  have  had 
many  precious  opportunities  to  make  known  to  the  Jews  the  glad  tidings  of 
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salyatioxi.  Having  sown  the  imperishable  (gospel  into  the  hearts  of  so  manj  of 
Abraham's  children,  I  look  in  faith  np  to  Him,  who  is  the  Lord  of  the 
harvest. 

"A.  FURST." 

PBSTH. 

1.  Mr.  Konig  has  prosecnted  his  manifold  work  throughout  the  year 
with  his  usual  untiring  industry,  and  with  a  fair  measure  of  success. 
He  has  baptised  a  young  Jewish  lady,  who  had  long  been  under  CluisUin 
instruction.  His  own  labours  are  necessarily  confined  to  the  oity  of 
Pesth,  but  the  evangelists  and  colporteurs  who  work  under  him,  meet 
and  converse  with  Jews  in  all  parts  of  Hungary.  Books  of  the  Religioos 
Tract  Society  translated  into  the  Hungarian  language  are  carried  through 
the  country  by  the  colporteurs,  and  it  is  a  most  interesting  and  significant 
fact  that  the  most  eager  and  constant  purchasers  are  Jews.  They  have 
sold  during  the  past  year  more  than  3000  copies  of  the  Scriptures,  and 
above  45,000  books  and  tracts. 

Dr.  Lippner,  in  his  report,  mentions  the  striking  fact  that  a  young  Jev, 
learned  in  the  Talmud,  with  whom  he  has  been  conversing,  expressed 
unbounded  surprise  on  hearing  that  Christians  know  and  constantly 
study  the  Old  Testament.  The  knowledge  of  this  fact  by  the  English 
Jews  induces  them  to  esteem  us,  and  when  it  comes  to  be  well  knovn 
throughout  the  Jewish  nation,  it  will  greatly  help  in  removing  their 
prejudice  against  Christians. 

Mr.  Riedel's  report  is  long,  but  is  full  of  very  interesting  details  of 
the  state  of  the  Jews  in  the  towns  and  villages  of  Hungary ;  sometimes 
very  dead  and  sad ;  but  in  other  cases  very  open  to  inquiry  and  instrac- 
tion. 

Mr.  E5Dig*s  Report : — 

"  In  submitting  my  annual  statement  to  the  Committee,  I  note  with  feelings 
of  gratitade  the  signal  blessing  enjoyed  by  all  your  labourers  at  this  station,  ia 
the  measure  of  health  bestowed  to  the  full  and  vigorous  prosecution  of  erery 
department  of  labour.  The  one  exception  was  my  failing  health  last  snnuner, 
when  the  Committee  kindly  granted  me  a  few  months*  absence  from  Pesth. 
During  the  winter  I  have  enjoyed  my  ordinary  measure  of  health,  and  through 
the  goodness  of  God  have  been  able  to  overtake  my  wonted  routine  of  work. 

"  Dr.  Lippner  and  Mr.  Biedel,  two  of  the  Jewish  labourers  more  espedaOy 
tinder  my  superintendence,  have  handed  jne  separate  reports  on  their  work,  tLe 
English  translation  of  which  I  subjoin.  From  the  very  interesting  details  is 
both  papers  the  Committee  will  not  fail  to  observe,  that  the  primary  object  ▼« 
have  in  view,  namely,  access  to  the  Jews  and  direct  intercourse  with  them,  hu, 
through  their  means,  been  very  satisfactorily  attained.  Through  Dr.  Lippner, 
your  nussiooaries  have  become  acquainted  with  several  interesting  yoimg  lan^l* 
ites,  one  of  whom,  a  candidate  for  the  Rabbinical  office,  has  for  months  ptft 
attended  our  Tuesday  Bible  readings,  with  the  usual  result,  that  he  has  desired 
closer  acquaintance,  and  has  spent  some  hours  in  my  study  conversing  on  chapters 
and  passages,  that  have  suggested  difficulties  to  solve. 

*'Mr.  Riedel  has  laboured  here  since  1866  as  colporteur  of  the  National  Bibl< 
Society  of  Scotland,  and  is  latterly  partly  supported  by  your  Committee.  Puriog 
these  ten  years  of  extensive  travel  in  Hungary  and  Transylvania,  Mr.  Riedel  btf 
directed  special  attention  to  the  Jews,  and  by  constant  dealing,  intimate  personal 
converse,  and  individual  aptness,  is  remarkably  qualified  to  labour  as  Evangelist 
in  these  outlying  Jewish  fields.  His  valuable  store  of  information  and  experience 
thus  acquired,  is  now  at  the  service  of  the  Mission, — a  hopeful  and  encouragu^ 
feature  of  our  work. 
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"  The  other  colporteurs  working  under  me,  are  directed  to  use  all  available 
opportunities  for  the  word  and  work  in  season  among  Israel,  and  some  of  tbem 
are  as  thorough  Jewish  pioneers  as  Bible  colporteurs. 

"  Your  missionaries  necessarily  restrict  their  operations  to  the  city  of  Pesth, 
but  through  these  tried  and  faithful  labourers  we  have  the  satisfaction  of  know- 
ing, that  a  vast  number  of  Jews,  removed  from  our  influence,  are  thus  reached, 
while  the  monthly  reports,  regularly  transmitted  to  us  throughout  the  year, 
assure  us  of  the  steady  progress  of  the  work.  These  colporteurs  are  seven  in 
number.  The  correspondence  and  direction  involved^  draw  largely  on  time  and 
strength,  but  it  is  a  desirable  and  a  safe  investment,  inasmuch  as  it  is  un- 
doubtedly made  subservient  to  the  interests  of  the  Jewish  Mission. 

'*I  beg  to  direct  the  Committee's  attention  to  the  benefits  accruing  to  our 
Mission  in  detail  and  in  extenso,  from  our  connexion  with  the  London  Religious 
Tract  Society's  publications.  Unless  your  Mission  lent  a'helping  hand  to  the- 
translation  of  religious  literature,  there  would  absolutely  not  be  a  leaf  of  popular 
religious  reading  in  the  Hungarian  language  to  offer  to  the  Jews.  As  you  are 
well  aware,  a  considerable  stock  of  Hungarian  Christian  literature  has  been 
called  into  existence  during  the  past  twelve  years.  And  it  is  a  striking  fact,  to 
which  our  colporteurs  bear  uniform  teStiml>ny,  that  tlie  Jews  constitute  our  most 
eager,  constant,  and  reliable  purchasers.  During  this  past  winter  I  have  trans- 
acted regular  and  very  satisfactory  business  in  the  book  and  tract  department, 
with  a  Jewish  hawker.  I  have  two  and  often  three  letters  from  this  man  each 
w^eek,  with  fresh  orders  for  our  publications.  The  Religious  Tract  Society  has 
thus  become  an  important  link  and  support  in  our  operations,  a  handmaid  to  the 
Jewish  Mission.  By  its  means  the  circle  of  our  labours  is  extended,  the  silent 
preacher  gains  admittance  into  many  a  Jewish  dwelling,  while  an  amount  of 
direct  intercourse  is  obtained  that  is  highly  encouraging. 

'*Our  sales  in  1876  amount  to  3198  copies  of  Scriptures,  and  45,263  copies  of 
books  and  tracts,  for  which  the  sum  of  6985  florins  was  realised. 

"In  the  month  of  November  last  I  administered  the  ordinance  of  baptism  to  a 
young  Jewish  lady,  a  native  of  this  country.  Nearly  two  years  previous  to  her 
baptism  she  had  been  under  the  charge  of  an  excellent  Christian  lady,  a  member 
of  our  congregation,  and  received  special  Christian  instruction  from  myself. 

"  Our  meetings  are  sustained  as  formerly.  The  Tuesday  meeting  at  my  house, 
intended  exclusively  for  our  proselytes  and  inquirers,  has  proved  as  full  of  interest 
and  as  useful  this  winter,  as  during  any  of  the  past  thirteen  years.  The  object 
we  have  in  view  is  Bible  study  and  familiar  exchange  of  thought  on  the  passage 
under  consideration.  During  the  two  past  years  we  have  been  studying  the 
Prophet  Ezekiel" 

Dr.  Lippner's  Report : — 

<*  During  the  past  year  I  have  adhered  to  the  usual  division  of  my  time.  The 
morning  hours  until  10  A.if.  are  given  to  visiting  my  Jewish  patients.  From 
half -past  ten  till  twelve  I  spend  at  our  Hospital,  and  from  one  o'clock  p.m.  till 
half-past  three  o'clock  p.m.  I  have  my  stated  hours  for  receiving  patients  in  my 
own  room.  The  number  of  Jewish  visitors  for  consultation  has  considerably  in- 
creased. Last  year  the  dispensaury  was  not  in  daily  use,  whereas  this  year  it  is 
a  rare  thing  for  a  single  day  to  pass  without  a  visitor.  The  medicine  is  given 
gratis.  The  number  of  such  as  have  come  to  me  at  the  consulting  hour,  during 
the  past  year,  is  69:  36  Jews,  27  Catholics,  and  6  Protestants.  Among  my 
Jewish  patients,  the  greater  number  are  house-painters.  In  the  months  of 
November  and  December  my  work  as  medical  missionary  was  more  encouraging 
than  in  any  of  the  previous  months.  My  time  was  fully  occupied,  and  there 
were  often  days  in  which  I  had  eight  and  nine  Jewish  patients  on  hand.  In 
Jewish  families  where  I  am  received  on  friendly  terms,  and  am  welcome  to  drop 
in  as  casual  visitor,  I  am  in  the  habit  of  paying  visits  in  the  evening  hours. 
These  are  opportune  occasions  for  useful  intercourse.  Business  is  over,  and  the 
family  assembled,  and  I  have  never  felt  at  a  loss  to  introduce  religious  conversa- 
tion.     By  means  of  household  visitation,  my  circle  of  Jewish  acquaintances 
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steadily  increases.     My  visits  to  coffee-hoases  have  not  been  so  regular  nor  so 
frequent  as  heretofore,  nor  do  I  consider  them  very  useful.     It  is  a  rare  occor- 
rence  to  find  quiet  for  profitable  conversation  in  these  crowded  rooms.    In  the 
month  of  January  a  deputation  of  young  Jewish  painters  (house-painters)  called 
upon  me.     They  stated  that,  as  their  number  was  considerable,  they  had  formed 
themselves  into  a  corporation,  and,  according  to  their  custom,  were  about  to  elect 
«  physician.     The  majority  of  votes  being  in  my  favour,  they  came  to  ask  if  I 
would  accept  the  post.     They  are  aware  that  the  Jews  are  treated  gratis  by  me, 
and  possibly  this  may  have  influenced  their  choice.     Still  I  am  inclined  to  con- 
sider it  a  proof  of  their  confidence,  because  many  of  their  number  have  been 
under  my  treatment.     After  consulting  with  Mr.  Koenig,  I  have  accepted  their 
offer,  and  shall  thereby  nearly  double  the  sphere  of  my  labouiv  aoiong  the  Jews. 
Many  of  these  painters  are  married  men,  and  their  homes  are  now  open  to  me. 

"  The  young  Rabbi,  to  whom  I  have  referred  in  several  reports,  is  a  freqneot 
visitor.  My  last  conversation  with  him  was  remarkable.  He  saya  his  decision 
to  become  a  Rabbi  is  shaken.  I  asked  the  reason.  'Because,'  he  answered,  'an 
honest  man  cannot  be  a  Rabbi.  He  must  be  an  actor  or  a  comedian  in  the  pulpit ; 
and  I  love  the  truth.'  Latterly  he  has  come  with  a  friend,  a  learned  Talmndisi, 
and  after  permission  given,  brought  him  to  our  Tuesday  meeting.  Since  thit 
^  Tuesday  the  stranger  Jew  has  been  several  times  at  my  house.  He  is  reiy 
inimical  and  bigoted,  refuses  to  pronounce  the  name  of  Jesus,  and  with  ill-eon- 
cealed  displeasure  suffers  me  to  name  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  I  have  a  grest 
longing  to  speak  fully  to  him  about  the  one  and  only  way  of  access  to  the 
Father,  and  I  look  for  grace  and  strength  to  enable  me  to  deal  wisely  with  one 
who  is  still  stiff-necked  and  an  enemy  to  the  cross  of  Christ.  One  advantage  eri- 
dently  gained  by  this  young  man's  attending  our  meeting  was — he  learnt  to  bia 
amazement  that  Christians  are  conversant  with,  and  profoundly  versed  in  tbe 
Old  Testament  Scriptures.  Up  to  that  afternoon  he  held  the  opinion  that  Chru- 
tians  absolutely  confined  their  Scripture  knowledge  to  the  New  TestameiU.  He 
told  me  it  was  difficult  to  conceive  of  his  great  surprise  in  hearing  what  he  tken 
heard. 

"  As  for  the  yoong  Rabbi,  he  is  my  stated  guest  three  times  weekly  ;  and  bis 
confidence  in  me  is  .such,  that  he  sent  for  his  sister,  who  resides  at  some  distance 
from  Pesth,  and  has  been  for  two  years  in  delicate  health,  in  order  to  place  ber 

under  my  care.     After  treating  Mrs. for  some  weeks,  she  returned  home, 

and  has  written  me  twice  since  then.  The  desponding  tone  of  her  letters  led  wt 
to  speak  at  length  of  the  only  true  and  great  Physician,  and  to  observe  that  He 
alone  could  bestow  health  and  cure ;  that  Jesus  in  the  days  of  His  flesh  vent 
about  healing  the  sick  and  raising  the  very  dead ;  His  voice  brought  Lszarns 
from  the  grave,  and  His  power,  if  sought  unto  and  believed,  would  be  efficacioni 
in  her  case  too.  She  sent  me  a  kind  reply,  and  thanked  me  for  the  comforting 
words  I  had  written.  At  stated  times  I  meet  with  Mr.  Koenig  to  report  on  mf 
work  and  take  directions.  The  total  number  of  Jews  under  treatment  daring 
the  past  year  is  101 ;  Roman  Catholics,  114 ;  and  Protestants,  28  ;  and  the  total 
number  of  visits  paid  during  the  year  is  1632.  I  close  my  report  with  the  prayer 
that  it  might  please  the  Lord  to  strengthen  and  bless  me  in  my  work.  Each  da/ 
I  look  to  Him  to  guide  and  prosper  my  way,  and  to  bless  every  word  spokes  in 
His  name  to  the  poor  and  suffering.  The  present  enlarging  and  establishing  ^ 
my  missionary  labours  is  beyond  what  I  could  have  expected.  To  His  name  he 
all  the  praise ! 

'*  I  annex  a  tabular  statement  of  visits  paid  during  the  year  : — 

Visits  to  101  Jews, 717 

„      to  1 14  Roman  Catholics,    .  697 

„      to  28  Protestanto,      .  218 

1632  " 
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EXTRACTS  TROM  Mk.  Rikdbl's  Rsports  on  the  State  of  the  Jews 

IN  THE  Districts  visited  bt  him. 

"  The  condition  of  the  Jews  in  the  County  Zips. 

**  Zips  is  one  of  the  most  enlightened  and  intellectually  cultivated  counties  of 
Hungary.  The  Jewish  population  of  Zips  share  liberally  in  the  general  culture. 
Let  us  now  put  the  question,  '  What  influence  has  the  Gospel  exercised  upon  the 
Jews  ?'  The  answer  is  sad  and  humbling.  For  the  most  part,  these  Jews  have 
forsaken  the  law  of  their  forefathers, — the  good  old  way  is  forgotten  ;  they  seek 
salvation  by  other  means.  Honour,  riches,  and  fame — these  are  iBrael's  gods. 
True,  these  lost  children  are  not  sought  out.  The  Mission  to  the  Jews  does  not 
cover  the  breadth  of  Hungary.  Their  only  opportunity  is,  when  here  or  there  a 
colporteur  crosses  their  path,  offering  his  Bibles  and  tracts,  or  seeking  to  improve 
the  privilege  of  conversing  with  them  respecting  the  way  of  salvation  through 
Christ  the  Lord.  This  limited  and  scanty  intercourse  is  the  amount  of  influence 
brought  to  bear  on  the  mass  of  Jews  in  Zips.  Can  other  meaus  of  access  be 
devised  ?  TJie^'  are  left  to  themselves,  and  what  is  the  consequence  ?  The 
answer  is  a  bearer  of  heavy  tidings  ;  the  Jews  are  a  scourge  and  heavy  rod  upon 
the  other  nationalities.  The  Christian  populatioti,  chiefly,  though  not  exclusively 
Slavonians,  are  given  to  intemperance,  and  thereby  have  become  the  voluntary 
slaves  of  the  Jews.  The  Jew  keeps  his  Sabbath  rigidly,  that  is,  he  employs  Chris- 
tian servants,  and  they  do  his  work.  These  hired  servants  labour  on  the  Jewish 
and  on  the  Christian  Sabbatb, — in  the  house,  on  the  farm,  or  in  the  fields  ;  there 
is  no  cessation.  The  original  owners  have,  through  excessive  intemperance, 
pawned  their  lands  to  the  Jews,  who  now  exercise  unlimited  sway  over  them. 
Among  Roman  Catholics  and  Protestants  we  have  found  this  state  of  matters* 
extant ;  there  is  no  faithful  pastor  to  lift  up  his  voice  and  warn  the  people  of 
their  sin  and  danger.  What  wonder,  then,  if  the  Lord  stretch  out  His  hand  in 
judgment  over  a  people  such  as  this.  Oh  that  they  were  wise,  that  they  would 
consider  their  latter  end  ! 

"  How  I  FOUND  THE  JeWS  IN  THE  TOWN  OP  T^^VAR. 

*'  The  Jews  in  T^m^svar  are  only  Jews  in  name.  They  have  cast  off  all  form 
and  external  observance.  This  circumstance  enhances  the  difficulty  of  nearer 
approach  to  them ;  still,  I  have  had  some  encouragement  during  my  stay  in 
T^m^var.  I  devote  three  hours  daily  to  Jewish  work;  namely,  from^ve  to  eight 
o'clock  in  the  evening,  and  I  take  such  books  and  tracts  with  me,  calculated 
specially  to  attract  them.  My  last  sales  there,  among  the  Jews,  were  pretty  fair. 
I  disposed  of  New  Testaments,  Pentateuchs,  and  Psalms.  I  mention,  as  remark- 
able, that  my  chief  purchasers  of  tracts  in  T^m^var  were  Jewa.  They  often 
bought  fifteen  different  sorts,  and  not  a  few  of  each.  These  they  presented  to 
friends  and  young  people,  and  frequently  returned  next  day  to  renew  their 
l>nrchase8.  Among  these  Jewish  customers  were  some  with  whom  I  could  freely 
converse  on  religious  topics ;  they  had  heard  of  our  Jewish  Mission,  and  were 
intelligent  men.  Others,  agun>  the  great  majority,  it  must  be  confessed,  said. 
Why  should  we  Jews  become  Christians,  we  have  equal  privileges?  The  Emperor 
Francis  Joseph  is  our  Messiah.  He  has  delivered  us  from  political  pressure  ;  we 
are  under  no  yoke,  nor  in  bondage  to  any  man  ;  what  need  we  more  ?  It  is  truly 
mournful  to  see  Jews  and  Christians  making  common  cause  in  living  without  God, 
and  without  Christ,  and  without  hope.  The  call  seems  urgent,  that  such  should 
from  time  to  time  be  visited  by  men  of  God,  to  tell  them  that  their  deliverance 
is  not  a  temporal  one,  but  that  it  is  laid  upon  the  Lord's  Anointed,  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ. 

"  The  Spanish  Jews  have  a  small  temple  in  T^m^svar,  and  rigidly  conform  to 
the  requirements  of  the  law.  I  feel  thankful  for  the  opportunity  given  me,  and 
for  the  liberty  enjoyed  in  dealing  with  them.  To  a  rich  man  of  their  community, 
who  was  boasting  in  a  cajS  of  his  wealth,  position,  and  honours,  I  made  bold  to 
quote  the  verse,  *  But  God  said  unto  him.  Thou  fool,  this  night  shall  thy  soul  be 
required  of  thee ;  then  whose  shall  those  things  be,  which  thou  hast  provided?' 
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He  answered  by  the  question,  'Where  is  that  written?*  Upon  fibowiDg  him 
chapter  and  verse,  he  instantly  bought  the  Bible.  The  good  Lord  enlighten  that 
soul  and  guide  him  to  heavenly  treasure  ! 

"  Dealinq  with  individual  Jews. 

"  Not  many  days  ago  I  had  a  long  conversation  with  a  Jewish  gentleman  in 
Iglo.  Mr.  W.  has  travelled  considerably,  and  has  recently  settled  with  his  family 
in  tins  town.  He  confessed  that  he  was  neither  Jew  nor  Christian,  like  the  rat 
of  his  co-religionists  in  Iglo.  I  asked  if  he  never  entertained  fears  for  the  life  to 
come,  and  if  he  ever  thought  of  the  promises  and  the  threatenings  contained  in 
the  book  of  life  1  He  replied  with  absolute  unconcern,  '  Where  the  rest  go,  I  vill 
go  likewise.'  Many  an  earnest  word  I  sought  to  leave  with  him,  and  on  (lartiog 
he  bought  several  tracts.  It  is  my  universal  experience  that  it  is  much  easier 
to  deal  with,  and  seriously  to  engage  the  attention  of  a  strictly  orthodox  and  eves 
bigoted  Jew,  than  to  impress  the  so-called  liberal  Jews. 

**  In  Walltndorf  I  spent  a  pleasant  hour  with  Mr.  M.  in  explaining  various 
Messianic  prophecies.  He  avowed  his  Messiah  to  be  one  yet  to  come.  I  replied, 
the  one  and  only  Messiah  was  the  Lord  Christ.  He  went  to  fetch  his  Hebrew 
Bible,  and  turned  npt  the  passages  indicated  in  the  prophets  and  psalms.  He 
seemed  in  great  earnest,  and  to  facilitate  his  studies  I  gave  him  the  tract,  '  Proofi 
that  Jesus  of  Nazareth,  the  Son  of  David,  is  also  the  Son  of  God,'  and  promised  to 
visit  him  in  his  own  house  on  my  return  at  another  season. 

"  Emancipation,  falsely  so  called. 

*'  In  other  parts  of  Hungary,  where  the  darkness  among  professing  Chriatiau 
is  apparent  even  to  a  casuid  observer,  the  Jews  boast  of  emancipation  and  light  in 
their  dwellings.  They  tell  me  they  are  under  no  restraint,  they  work  in  the 
family,  in  the  office,  on  the  fields  on  their  Sabbaths,  and  trespass  every  Jewisli 
command.  This  they  regard  as  a  marvellous  step  in  advance.  I  spoke  with  one 
of  this  particular  sect,  in  SetUivan,  and  told  him  he  might  break  his  Sabbath  and 
live  like  a  heathen  to  the  end  of  his  days,  but  neither  he  nor  his  family  were  aoy 
nearer  heaven  for  all  that.  He  answered,  *  The  work  of  emanci|)ation  is  not  so  easy. 
Progress  in  the  right  direction  has  begun  with  us,  and  the  succeeding  genentioo 
will  perfect  the  work,  for  all  the  Jews  in  these  parts  will  by  degrees  espoot^ 
Christianity.'  Liberal  views  are  professed  by  many  hereabouts,  in  proof  of  which 
I  may  mention  that  the  greater  part  of  tLe  Jewish  youth  attend  Protestaat 
schools.  Radical  enlightenment,  or  a  drawing  near  to  the  Gospel  of  Jesoa,  is 
notwithstanding  ail  this  liberalism,  far  removed  from  this  poor,  erring  people. 
Of  Israel  of  old  it  is  written,  *  Thou  leddest  thy  people  like  a  flock.*  Bat  whcR 
is  the  faithful  leader  here,  where  the  missionary,  the  teaoher  to  point  them  to 
the  way  of  life  ? 

'*  In  Felka  1  entered  a  Jewish  inn,  laid  my  books  on  the  table,  and  it^ 
happened  that  '  Stark's  Prayer-book '  lay  on  the  top  of  the  Bibles.  The  Jeviih 
landlord  lifted  the  book  and  opened  it  carelessly,  but  instantly  his  eye  lightened 
up  with  interest  and  joyful  surprise,  as  he  read  aloud  the  passage,  '  O  the  hope<^ 
Israel,  the  Saviour  thereof  in  time  of  trouble,  why  shouldest  thou  be  as  a  stnoger 
in  the  land  ?  leave  us  not ;'  continued  my  host,  '  I  could  not  have  thought  to  read 
that  in  a  Christian  book;  it  rejoices  me.'  I  answered,  '  The  Christians  do  ftf  more 
than  that  for  the  Jews,  they  labour  to  bring  them  to  Christy  for  you  also  tb< 
Saviour  died,  and  for  you  there  is  forgiveness  of  sin.'  The  Lord  help  us  to  reacsf 
these  perishing  souls  1 

**  In  Semlack  I  found,  as  it  were,  a  garden  of  the  Lord,  and  my  spirit  v» 
refreshed  to  find  the  fear  of  God  and  reverence  for  His  precious  Word  among  J^ 
and  OentiU.  In  proportion  as  the  community  at  large  is  enlightened,  and  godlia^ 
apparent  in  the  families  and  church,  I  have  found  a  better  state  of  religi»a^ 
observance  among  the  children  of  Israel  dwelling  in  their  borders.  Here,  too,  I 
spent  some  pleasant  evening  hours  in  well-trained  Jewish  families.  The  greater 
number  admitted  that  the  Messiah  had  come  already.  '  But,  my  friends,  vb^^ 
will  your  belief  avail  (I  said)  if  you  have  not  sought  and  found  Him  »  p^^ 
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deliverer  from  sin  ?  Many  of  your  brethren  have  found  the  Lord  Christ,  and 
l>elieving  in  Him,  are  now  partakers  of  the  glorious  promises  given  to  all  believers. 
X  asked  them  to  pray  with  David,  *  Open  thou  mine  eyes,  that  I  may  behold 
i^rondrons  things  out  of  thy  law;'  and  left  the  text  with  them,  'These  are  written, 
"tliat  ye  might  believe  that  Jesus  is  the  Christ  the  Son  of  Qod,  and  that  believing, 
ye  might  have  life  through  his  name.' 

'*  In  Botzdorf  I  found  a  faithful  pastor,  with  five  villages  belonging  to  his 
parish.  In  Mengadorf^  one  of  these  affiliated  charges,  I  lodged  with  a  Jew.  He 
"VFaa  a  pious  Israelite,  and  gladly  heard  my  simple  arguments  in  favour  of  Jesus, 
tlie  one  Saviour  and  their  Messiah,  already  come.  Being  of  an  argumentative 
'turn,  he  asked  me  to  prove  every  statement  by  referring  to  the  Bible.  He  had 
never  seen  the  New  Testament,  so  that  I  had  to  confine  myself  to  Old  Testament 
quotations.  He  was  seated  at  the  table  with  his  ^ve  volumes  of  *■  Tanach  '  or  Old 
1*e8tament,  and  I  had  my  Bible.  Thus  engaged,  we  discussed  and  argued  till  far 
past  midnight.  Finally,  my  ho9t  said,  *You  seem  to  prove  a  good  deal,  and 
listening  to  yon,  I  am  inclined  to  believe  with  you.  But  if  it  be  so,  and  our 
Messiah  have  appeared  and  called  every  man  to  repent,  to  believe  and  to  receive 
salvation,  why  are  our  Rabbis  so  far  behind  ?  Why  are  they  not  followers  of  that 
great  light,  which  yoti  say  has  shined  into  the  darkness  of  the  world  ?  If  our 
Habbis  spoke  as  you  do,  I  would  believe.*  Next  morning,  my  Jewish  host  met 
me  with  great  cordiality,  and  begged  nue  to  return  by  that  way  and  lodge  with  him, 
that  we  might  continue  the  conversation  of  the  previous  night.  I  offered  him  a 
^ew  Testament,  but  he  declined  the  purchase,  saying,  '  Not  yet,  I  am  not  ready 
for  it.  During  your  absence  I  will  consider  the  matter  and  study  all  those 
passages.  Should  I  come  to  the  conclusion  that  Jesus  of  Nazareth  is  our  Messiah, 
I  will  do  much  more  than  merely  buying  a  New  Testament.'  And  so  we  parted, 
on  my  part  with  the  prayer,  '  Ix>rd,  send  forth  thy  light  and  thy  truth,  so  that 
this  man,  with  all  his  house,  may  find  the  Saviour.' 

"Not  far  distant  from  Debreczin  there  are  some  Calvinistic  communities,  where 
I  found  schools  tolerably  equipped,  well-filled  churches,  and  a  desire  for  God's  word. 
But  the  poverty  prevalent  is  such  that  they  bad  no  money,  and  offered  to  barter 
potatoes  or  com  for  Bibles.  Being  unable  to  effect  any  sales  on  such  terms,  they 
bought  tracts.  In  Hadthaz  only,  I  sold  eight  Bibles.  In  this  same  place  I 
endeavoured  to  colport  among  the  Jews.  At  the  very  outset  I  was  met  by  this 
obstacle,  that  the  Jews,  a  large  and  bigoted  community,  gave  the  name  of 
MinsUmary  books  to  all  my  wares.  At  the  next  market  town,  Uyfeoto^  I  put  up 
at  a  Jewish  inn,  and  had  no  lack  of  intercourse  and  conversation.  On  offering  a 
Jewish  merchant  a  Bible,  he  declined,  saying,  '  That  is  a  Missionary  book.'  I 
explained  that  the  book  was  simply  the  Word  of  God  ;  but  he  answered,  '  I  will 
prove  to  you  that  it  is  a  Christian  book,  and  turning  up  the  second  psalm,  he  read 
'  Kiss  the  Son.*  (This  passage  is  rendered  in  every  Jewish  translation,  'Arm  your- 
selves  with  righteousness.')  '  Now,'  he  added,  triumphantly,  '  of  course,  you  say 
this  is  Christ.'  '  Certainly,  I  replied,  '  but  finish  the  verse.'  'Blessed  are  all  they 
that  put  their  trust  in  him.'  The  Jew  paused  and  said,  '  Whatever  your  views 
may  be,  I  will  not  have  it  said  that  you  were  here  in  vain,'  and  so  saying,  he 
bought  some  tracts  for  his  children.  He  was  friendly,  but  could  not  forbear  add- 
ing, as  he  pointed  to  my  books,'  'I  foresee  that  all  that  will  be  so  much  poison  for 
the  Jews.'  '  And  I  pledge  you  my  word  for  it  (I  replied),  that,  were  you  to 
purchase  all  my  store,  you  would  find  Balm  on  every  page.'  My  Jewish  host,  Mr. 
G.,  was  far  from  edified  at  all  this  Christian  talk  with  his  Jewish  customers.  His 
wife  was  very  ill,  and  will  not  survive  long  ;  she  received  my  visits  most  grate- 
fully, and  as  I  sat  beside  her  couch,  telling  her  of  Him  who  hath  purchased  for 
UB  the  pardon  of  sin,  the  gift  of  the  Spirit  and  life  eternal,  yea,  had  loved  our 
souls  unto  death,  she  was  deeply  affected.  I  trust  these  words,  spoken  in  the 
name  of  Jesus,  may  not  be  without  profit  to  her  elder  son,  who  listened  resx)ect- 
fully.  The  old  father  became  more  reconciled  to  the  seller  of  poisonous  books. 
Who  can  tell  but  that  Jewish  family  may  yet  exclaim,  'Blessed  is  he  that  cometh 
in  the  name  of  the  Lord  ?  ' 

"  In  Ahony  the  Jews  are  very  poor  and  keep  apart  from  the  Christian  popula- 
tion.    They  have  their  own  caf&  and  public  places  of  resort     They  belong  to 
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the  liberal  or  reformed  party,  but  are  so  divided  among  themselves  as  to  opinifioi, 
that  it  is  difficolfc  to  know  what  they  believe  One  fact  was  evidenti  they  neither 
seek  nor  find  the  Lord.  Numerous  opportunities  were  afforded  me  of  priviie 
intercourse,  and  we  had  some  rather  interestiug  discussions  on  New  Testament 
passages.  It  was  in  St  Mikl6*8  that  I  had  a  remarkable  meeting  with  a  oompaoy 
of  young  intelligent  Jews.  Attracted  by  their  quiet  and  superior  appearance,  1 
joined  their  table,  where  we  had  imdisturbed  possession  for  several  hours;  I  hare 
seldom  had  a  more  thorough  forenoon  of  active  missionary  work.  There  irere 
several  merchants  and  some  mechanics.  As  we  advanced^  they  were  all  in  earnest 
and  readily  acquiesced  that  I  should  prove  my  views  to  be  drawn  from  their  own 
Scriptures.  I  cannot  here  enumerate  aU  the  passages  we  read  together,  but  I  had 
the  joy  of  seeing  their  interest  thoroughly  roused,  and  the  desire  expressed  to 
know  more.  I  told  them,  if  ever  they  were  in  Pesth,  where  they  would  find  tii« 
missionary  and  receive  full  instruction.  This  was  a  blessed  season  of  sovring  the 
seed. 

**  In  NeuacUz  I  found  the  Jews  very  indifferent.  One  of  their  number  said  to 
me,  *  What  advantage  do  I  derive  either  from  Moses,  from  Christ,  or  from 
Mohammed  ?  I  lack  my  daily  bread  ;  give  me  twenty  kreuzers  every  day  and  I 
will  believe  in  all  three,  if  yon  choose.*  I  told  him  there  was  nothing  new  in  the 
views  he  expressed,  for  that  one  of  Jesus's  disciples  had  sold  his  Master  for  thirtj 
pieces  of  silver.  Partiilg  from  this  man,  I  fell  in  with  a  more  promising  company, 
who  permitted  me  to  read  to  them  the  27th  of  Matthew,  and  bought  tracti. 
Next  morning  early,  on  the  market-place^  I  met  a  Mrs.  S.  ;  she  sold  small  wares 
to  gain  a  livelihood,  was  remarkably  intelligent,  and  selected  a  number  of  tracts 
for  her  children.  After  further  conversation,  she  added  that  for  a  considerable 
time  past  she  had  wished  to  possess  a  Bible  ;  she  calculated  that  the  proceeds  of 
her  little  basket  would  not  exceed  one  florin,  and  she  and  her  children  had  to 
subsist  on  what  she  gained.  Her  entreaties  were  so  pressing,  that  I  would  trust 
her  with  a  gradual  payment,  and  allow  her  to  carry  home  ti^e  coveted  treaanre, 
that  I  could  not  resist,  and  gave  the  poor  Jewess  a  copy  of  Crod*s  Word. 

"  In  Wer9cKetz  I  was  privUeged  to  sow  the  seed  among  some  promising  yoong 
Jewish  lads,  in  the  following  manner.  I  lodged  with  a  Jew  who  had  nioe 
children.  Some  were  grown  up,  and  had  served  in  the  army.  A  number  of  their 
comrades,  also  Jews,  joined  us  every  morning.  Several  of  these  soldiers  were  not 
ashamed  to  confess  that,  while  the  horrors  of  the  battle  raged  around  them,  or 
while  stretched  on  a  bed  of  suffering  in  hospitals,  they  had  learned  to  call  on  the 
name  of  Jesus  the  Saviour,  and  He  had  helped  them.  Many  a  memorable  hoor 
we  spent  in  blessed  intercourse,  the  fruit  whereof  will  doubtless  be  hereafter  found. 

"  Nyregyhaza  is  a  stronghold  of  Judaism.  My  host,  Mr.  O.,  with  his  children, 
grandchildren,  nephews,  and  nieces,  constitute  alone  a  Jewish  community.  Among 
this  truly  patriarchal  family  gathering,  dwelling  under  one  roof,  I  used  to  sit 
discussing  the  Jewish  controversy.  Bibles  were  to  hand.  The  elder  som 
generally  sided  with  me.  The  venerable  father,  a  stem  and  bigoted  Jew,  despite 
his  courteous  hospitality,  could  ill  disguise  his  grief,  that  so  much  was  said  in 
his  hearing  in  favour  of  the  Crucified  One,  and  by  members  of  his  household. 
Mrs.  G.  assured  me  of  her  interest,  adding,  she  would  treasure  up  much,  and 
rehearse  it  to  two  other  sons,  then  absent  in  Pesth.  One  of  the  head  Israelites 
in  Njrregyhaza,  Mr.  K.,  is  well  known  to  all  the  Colporteurs ;  in  place  of  avoiding, 
he  seeks  intercourse  with  us,  and  detained  me  one  evening  in  religious  con  versa* 
tion  till  after  ten  o'clock.  He  is  a  melancholy  example  of  one  intellectnally 
convinced,  Without  even  desiring  to  partake  in  the  benefits  Christ  has  purchased. 
He  said  he  would  be  ashamed  not  to  believe  that  Jesus  Christ  was  the  promise 
Messiah,  because  (as  he  said)  millions  of  educated  people  believed  in  Him.  Thii 
he  considered  sufficient ;  I  told  him  he  required  a  Saviour  to  deliver  him  froa 
sin  and  to  open  the  way  to  eternal  life.     But  he  did  not  assent  to  this. 

*'  Colporteur  Will  reports  a  conversation  with  a  Jew  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Kia  Kapos  as  follows : — '  I  was  in  a  Jewish  house  and  met  a  Jew,  who  seemed 
disposed  to  enter  into  serious  conversation.  He  had  read  Church  history  and  the 
history  of  the  Reformation,  and  said  he  preferred  the  Protestant  to  the  Catholic 
religion.     I  asked  him  to  give  me  his  reasons.     He  answered  by  going  into  the 
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next  room  and  bringing  a  New  Testament.  "This  book/'  he  said,  **  I  have  read 
twice  through,  and  therefore  speak  as  I  do,  and  I  have  read  many  other  Christian 
books."  *•  If  you  know  that  book,"  I  replied,  "  why  do  you  not  obey  its  teachings, 
or  do  you  not  understand  to  whom  the  book  points  ?"  "1  x>erfectly  understand," 
"wan  his  answer,  "  the  whole  book  testifies  of  that  Messiah  for  whom  our  nation 
wait  until  this  day.  But  I  must  keep  secret,  both  my  knowledge  and  the  New 
Testament ;  for,  if  our  Jews  knew  in  whom  I  believe,  they  would  stone  me,  and 
I  am  a  poor  friendless  man,  and  would  not  know  where  to  find  protection."  I 
gave  him  your  address,  encouraged  him  to  write  to  you,  and  assured  him  you 
would  advise  and  counsel  him.     He  promised  to  write. 

"  At  a  later  date  Colporteur  Will  reports  from  Aroksz&lUs  : — *  In  colporting 
I  came  to  a  Jewish  shop  where  there  were  three  Jews.  The  master  bought 
a  Pentateuch.  I  left,  but  was  soon  overtaken  by  one  of  the  three,  who 
asked  if  I  had  a  copy  of  the  Old  and  New  Testament  in  the  Hungarian  language? 
I  inquired  what  his  motive  was  in  purchasing  such  ?  He  answered,  "  I  will  tell 
you,  but  make  a  prudent  use  of  my  confidence.  I  have  attended  the  meetings  of 
the  Nazarenes,  and  have  heard,  what  in  all  my  life  I  neither  heard  nor  knew  before. 
I  wish  to  examine  the  Bible,  and,  if  I  find  all  as  they  say,  I  do  not  know  what  I 
shall  do."  I  replied, ''  It  is  indeed  so,  my  friend,  as  you  have  heard,  and  if  the 
light  is  now  breaking  in  upon  your  darkness,  do  not  resist  it.  Let  the  voice  of 
Grod*s  word  speak  to  you,  and  let  your  answer  be,  '  I  muHt  obey  God  rather  than 
mBn.'  "  The  worthy  man  looked  at  me  wonderingly  ;  *he  bought  the  Bible,  gave 
ine  his  address  in  Salgadarjdn,  begging  me  to  visit  him  there,  which  I  hope  to  do 
towards  autumn. 

R.  KOENIO. 

"  Pkth,  March  27,  1876." 

II.  Mr.  Allan,  as  superintendeDt  of  the  Mission  schools  at  Pesth,  had  to 
pass  through  a  severe  trial  last  autumn  for  the  protection  and  preservation 
of  our  schools,  which  have  so  long  formed  so  central  and  important  an 
institution  in  our  Mission,  and  the  crisis  was  the  more  trying  as  it  occurred 
while  Mr.  Koenig  was  absent  on  account  of  his  health.  It  is  no  wonder 
that  the  singular  success  of  the  schools  should  have  excited  jealousy  in 
different  quarters,  as  well  as  enmity  amongst  the  Jews,  especially  when 
the  National  schools,  which  present  no  religious  obstacle,  had  failed  to 
attract  the  Jewish  children,  and  withdraw  them  from  our  Christian  teach- 
ing in  the  Mission.  Objections  were  made  to  our  desire  to  proselytise, 
the  alleged  deficiency  of  our  German  teachers  in  the  Hungarian  language, 
and  the  fact  of  the  school  being  dependent  on  foreign  support ;  and  the 
school  authorities  in  Pesth  formally  complained  to  the  Government  against 
the  school.  But  our  old  friend,  Superintendent  Torok,  stood  forth  in  our 
defence,  and  by  the  good  hand  of  our  God  Mr.  Allan  was  carried  through 
the  trial  triumphantly,  and  with  only  an  increase  of  success  in  the  work. 
The  Committee  feel  deeply  indebted  to  him  for  the  great  service  he  has 
rendered^  and  they  cherish  a  high  sense  of  the  wisdom  and  energy  with 
which  he  was  enabled  to  act  in  very  trying  circumstances. 

During  the  recent  flood,  when  more  than  5000  of  the  people  of  the  dis- 
trict were  driven  from  their  homes,  the  missionaries,  at  the  sacrifice  of 
interrupting  three  of  the  classes,  most  considerately  gave  the  shelter  of  the 
schoolrooms  for  three  weeks  to  as  many  of  the  mothers  and  children  as  they 
could  accommodate,  and  at  the  same  time  they  made  successful  efforts  for 
their  support.  It  is  always  a  cause  of  thankfulness,  and  a  help  to  the 
free  coarse  of  the  Gospel,  when  missionaries  are  enabled  to  enter  into  and 
assist  in  the  providential  sufferings  of  the  human  family. 
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Mr.  Allan  reports  : — 

"The  Committee  are  aware  of  the  uncertainty  and  anxiety  in  which  the  sdiool 
was  re- opened  in  September  of  last  year.  Dissatisfaction  had  been  expressed  in 
and  by  the  City  School  Board  at  the  state  of  Hungarian  teaching  in  the  school ; 
and  a  resolution  was  come  to  to  bring  this  unsatisfactory  state  of  things  before 
the  Minister  of  Public  Worship  and  Education.  The  opponentstor  critics  of  the 
school  took  various  grounds  according  to  their  views  and  feelings.  The  Jews, 
who  are  powerful  in  all  departments  of  this  community,  objected  that  the  inten- 
tion and  object  of  the  school  was  to  make  Protestants  of  the  Jewish  children. 
Another  party  asserted  that  it  was  contrary  to  law  to  receive  foreign  money  for 
educational  purposes.  The  strongest  and  keenest  objection  was,  that  the  s^ool 
was  a  Oermanising  x)ropaganda.  The  principle  of  pushing  the  Magyar  language 
in  all  schools  is  carried  out  extensively,  and  there  is  one  good  reason  which 
influences  us,  viz.,  that  it  is  increasingly  difficult  to  obtain  employment  without 
a  knowledge  of  this  language.  However,  the  mother-tongue  of  our  scholars  is 
German,  and  the  58th  section  of  the  Ck>mmon  School  law  says,  '  Each  pupil  shall 
be  taught  in  his  or  her  mother-tongue  in  so  far  as  this  is  a  language  spoken  in 
the  community.'  We  are  acting  according  to  the  spirit  and  letter  of  the  law, 
while  we  see  and  admit  the  practical  bread-winning  necessity  of  the  children 
learning  Hungarian.  We  were  able,  by  making  arrangements,  to  be  allowed  to 
continue  our  work  undisturbed. 

"  There  has  been,  and  still  goes  on,  a  contest  between  the  state  authority  and 
the  heads  of  confessions  as  to  the  right  of  the  state  inspector  to  enter  and  inter- 
fere with  confessional  schools.  Of  course  we  take  no  part  in  the  dispute.  We 
shall  show  all  respect  to  the  law  so  long  as  we  shall  not  be  required  to  do  any- 
thing contrary  to  conscience,  and  we  see  no  fear  of  that.  We  give  it  to  be 
understood  that  we  have  no  national  or  sectional  object ;  we  seek  fiie  temporal, 
intellectual,  moral,  spiritual  good  of  the  poor  citisens  ;  we  seek  to  make  them 
fearers  of  God  and  honourers  of  the  king. 

"  Within  the  last  month  we  have  had  a  long,  frank,  searching  visit  of  the 
state  school  inspector  in  company  with  Superintendent  TorOk.  I  insisted  on 
having  my  place  as  director — putting  the  classes  through  review  under  direc- 
tion of  the  inspector.  I  am  authorised  to  state  that  the  inspector  was  quite 
satisfied,  and  reported  accordingly  to  the  Board.  I  have  to  state  very  decidedly 
that  there  was  no  change,  and  no  more  than  natural  improvement,  between  this 
and  a  former  visit,  only  there  was  opportunity  of  bringing  out,  showing  what 
had  all  along  been  taught ;  most  of  the  teachers  proving  their  ability  to  teach, 
and  their  success  in  teaching  Hungarian — the  great  difference  being  that  the 
Hungarian  master  was  more  free  in  colloquial  conducting  of  his  classes.  I  do 
not  think  I  need  to  defend  this  school  to  its  supporters.  The  Ghristiaa  instinct 
is  correct  on  the  matter,  but  I  may  be  allowed  to  say  a  word,  inasmoch  as  I 
magnify  my  office.  I  notice  that  the  leading  secular  press  criticise  depreciatiiig^ 
the  efforts  of  missions  in  neighbouring  lands.  Were  it  not  presumptuous,  I  woald 
say.  Oh  that  these  adversaries  would  write  a  book — say  positively  what  tkeg 
would  do  to  raise  the  peoples  whose  degradation  and  depravity  furnish  matter 
for  such  scathing  articles.  They  sneer  at  the  want  of  success  in  proselytising, 
and  then  deny  its  desirableness  or  necessity,  and  bint  in  vague  and  genend  terms 
at  intellectual,  moral,  political  training.  Let  them  try.  It  is  much  easier  to 
detect  and  denounce  tiian  to  correct,  and  it  needs  patience  and  persevenanos 
long  and  continued.  T?i6  school  has  to  contend  with  and  coirect  crass  ignorance— 
I  may  go  deeper ;  waken  if  not  create  intellectual  capacity  out  of  hereditary 
deadness,  to  fix  and  habituate  very  wandering  attention ;  to  form  habits  of  regu- 
larity, order,  neatness ;  to  infuse  principles  of  honour  instead  of  that  uniTcrsal 
dirty  mean  eagerness  of  tale-teUing ;  of  truth  in  place  of  common  lying  practised 
at  home,  if  not  encouraged,  certainly  not  condemned  or  corrected ;  of  honesty 
in  place  of  universal  trickiness,  of  which  the  Hungarians  accuse  the  Jews,  &om 
which  they  suffer  owing  to  their  thoughtless  extravagance  making  them  the 
willing  |>rey  of  usurers. 
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*'  Tlie  school  has  to  create  and  footer  the  ability  and  the  taste  for  after-improve- 
ment, for  even  qualifying  for  efficient  service. 

"  As  to  the  intellectnal  and  spiritual  training — the  spiritual  based  upon  the 
intellectual — in  this  respect  the  old  Judaism  resembled  Popery,  in  that  the 
written  Word  was  not  to  be  read  or  interpreted  except  by  tradition — by  the  oral 
law.  As  Mr.  Duncan  used  to  remark,  no  Jew  would  venture  to  have  an  opinion 
on  any  portion  of  Scripture  till  he  had  consulted  Kashi.  The  law  of  the  old  syna- 
gogue was,  that  the  written  Word  should  not  be  rendered  into  the  vulgar  tongue, 
nor  the  oral  law  be  written.  The  Word  and  the  interpretation  thereof  remained 
with  the  learned,  and  thus  indeed  the  Word  was  hedged  up.  One  of  the  funda- 
mental rules  for  the  men  of  the  great  s3rnagogue  was  '  to  make  a  hedge  about 
the  law.'  The  rule  of  not  writing  the  oral  law  was  applied  even  to  the  Targumim 
or  nearly  literal  translations  of  Onkelos  and  Jonathan.  There  is  a  piece  of  story, 
'  Onkelos,  the  proselyte,  translated  the  five  books  of  Moses ;  Jonathan,  the  son 
of  Usiel,  the  Prophets.'  At  the  time  these  Targumim  were  made  known,  an 
earthquake  was  felt  through  the  whole  of  Palestine,  and  the  daughter  of  the 

voice  fyip  T\3)  "wos  heard  saying, '  Who  was  it  who  dared  to  reveal  my  secrets 

to  the  children  of  men?'  Jonathan  rose  to  his  feet  and  said,  'I  it  was  who 
revealed  thy  secrets,  but  thou,  Lord,  knowest  that  I  did  it  not  for  my  honour, 
nor  for  the  honour  of  my  father's  house,  but  only  and  alone  for  thy  honour,  in 
order  that  strife  (over  the  traditional  childish  interpretation)  in  Israel  may  end.' 
He  meant  also  to  make  the  Hagiographa  publicly  known,  but  then  sounded  the 
daughter  of  the  voice,  and  said,  'Enough!  no  more.'  'Why?'  'Because  the 
Hagiographa  contain  the  time  and  coming  of  the  Messiah.'  Contact  with  Chris- 
tianity as  contact  with  Protestantism  impelled  the  issuing  of  translations,  but 
the  teaching  of  the  Scriptures  to  Jewish  youth  is  still  very  much  within  the 
same  hedge  as  of  old  ;  they  arejnot  allowed  to  read  free  in  their  own  tongue  the 
wonderful  works  of  God.  The  father  referred  to  by  one  of  the  teachers  took  the 
German  Bible  and  compared  it  with  the  Hebrew  to  see  if  these  things  were  so. 
I  have  no  doubb  the/re«  Bereans  examined  Paul's  renderings  of  the  Scriptures  as 
well  as  his  doctrines.  It  is  a  great  thing  that  the  children  are  taught^  qualified, 
left  free  to  look  with  ox>en  face  into  the  Word,  unenalaved  by  either  Jewish  or 
Popiih  tradition. 

"Whatever  may  be  the  character  and  value  of  it,  there  is  doubtless  in  many 
parts  of  Hungary  a  movement.  1st.  There  are  the  Nazarenes,  very  much  a  native 
body.  Their  numbers  and  peculiar  tenets  demand  and  receive  the  attention  and 
action  of  the  Government.  They  bear  a  good  character  for  morality.  They 
meet  regularly  for  worship,  whi<^  is  conducted  by  one  of  themselves,  simply 
scriptural,  almost  altogether  New  Testament.  They  refuse  human  learning, 
although  they  have  compiled  and  use  a  hymn-book ;  they  do  not  baptise  their 
children.  I  hear  in  many  parts  they  have  practically  abolished  the  Sabbath 
as  a  day  of  cessation  from  labour.  They  refuse  to  serve  in  the  army.  Then 
there  are  the  Baptists,  from  whom  I  learn  that  they  find  much  religious  interest 
in  various  parts.  The  majority  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society's  colpor- 
tenni  are  or  become  Baptists,  and  they  are  diligent  in  spreading  what  they  call 
the  full  truth.  Though  they  have  somewhat  in  common  with  the  Nazarenes,  the 
latter  are  more  jealous  of  them  than  of  other  Christians.  Now  the  ignorance 
which  the  Baptists,  at  least  in  common  with  ourselves,  admit  and  regret,  and 
the  errors  which  We  hold  to  be  in  them,  can  only  be  removed  by  spreading  a 
knowledge  of  the  whole  counsel  of  God.  You  will  not  be  surprised  then  that  1 
magnify  my  own  office,  and  seek  to  encourage  rather  than  suppress  among  the 
teachers  a  high  idea  of  theirs. 

"  The  Sab^th-school  continues  to  be  very  interesting,  not  the  less  but  all  the 
more  that  the  children,  being  almost  all  day-scholars,  are  well  versed  in  Scripture, 
so  that  our  duties  and  exercises  'are  very  much  repetition  and  religious  impres- 
sion with  hymns  and  prayers.     More  than  half  of  this  select  company  are  Jews. 

"  At  the  time  of  the  floods  when  over  6000  were  driven  from  their  dwellings 
in  our  district  of  the  city,  we  thought  it  our  duty  to  offer  shelter  to  as  many 
as  we  could  acconmiodate,  and  as  our  rooms  were  well-heated  we  proposed  to  the 
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officer  of  the  diatrict  that  if  it  pleased  him  he  should  send  as  women  with  young 
children,  and  so  he  did ;  we  had  about  80.  They  were  provided  in  the  8cho<H 
with  coffee  and  bread,  morning  and  night,  the  town  giving  brea^  a  lady  giving 
a  certain  supply  of  milk.  For  dinner  we  bought  tickets  from  a  city  soup-kitchen. 
Ooe  lady  gave  one  day's  dinner,  another  sent  a  quantity  of  soup.  One  in  the 
country  sent  100  loaves  of  fine  household  bread,  9  sacks  of  potatoes,  and  1  of 
beans.  Mrs.  Koenig  gave  40f.  from  the  German  Serving  Association,  Mrs.  Sim- 
son  of  Eton  Place,  Edinburgh,  at  present  in  Dresden,  procured  for  us :  from 
the  American  Church  in  Dresden  100  marks,  from  the  English  Church  60 ;  from 
the  Scotch  Church  and  friends,  through  Bev.  Laurie  Fogo,  238 ;  and  Mrs.  Simsoa 
sent  a  large  hamper  of  very  suitable  clothing.  Friends  in  Scotland  sent  ns  £2, 
and  we  think  there  is  still  something  more  for  ns.  We  were  thus  able  to  do  our 
little  to  assist  in  the  general  relief,  and  had  our  acknowledgment.  Some  of  our 
guests  stayed  three  weeks  with  us.  Three  of  our  classes  were  suspended  for  the 
time.  There  are  still  some  poor  poeple  who  claim  and  need  our  help,  particularly 
two  families  whose  fathers  had  each  a  leg  broken.  W.  0.  Aluli;." 

The  followiDg  are  the  Eeports  by  the  teachers : — 

*'  Immediately  after  the  re-opening  of  the  school,  the  number  of  scholars  in  the 
II.  III.  lY.  boys'  class  rose  to  96;  a  higher  number  than  had  ever  been  reached  no 
long  as  the  school  has  been  in  existence,  and  many  more  boys  came  who  ooukl 
not  be  received  for  want  of  room.  Among  the  scholars  are  63  Jews,  the  remain* 
ing  33  are  partly  Protestant  and  partly  Catholic. 

"  In  the  coarse  of  the  winter  several  boys  have  left  the  city,  and  others  have 
gone  to  learn  trades. 

'*  Many  of  the  boys  are  very  much  neglected ;  the  mother  in  many  cases  goes 
out  to  some  kind  of  employment  as  well  as  the  father,  and  so  the  children  are  left 
to  themselves.  The  boys  too  often  take  the  opi)ortunity  to  play  truant,  join  bad 
companions,  and  steal.  One  man  came  three  times  to  me  with  his  boy,  and  besought 
me  to  try  all  possible  means  to  make  the  boy  leave  his  bad  ways  and  regularly 
attend  school.  He  stole  at  home  and  in  the  streets,  and  when  he  feared  punish- 
ment from  his  father,  he  did  not  come  home  before  midnight.  The  boy  joined 
himself  to  seducers,  and  stayed  away  from  school  altogether.  The  father  aadly 
complains  that  he  had  learnt  nothing  in  his  youth  ;  his  half-brother  had  been  far 
more  diligent.  He  is  Mr.  Hefter  the  missionary.  Another  boy  is  completely  left 
by  his  father,  who  has  now  disappeared  for  three  weeks,  a  Jewish  widow  has 
taken  up  the  boy,  but  as  she  has  six  children  of  her  own.  she  now  is  seeking  to 
be  rid  of  the  boy  as  soon  as  possible.  She  hopes  to  get  him  in  the  orphan  hoose. 
That  such  boys  have  a  bad  influence  on  the  others  will  be  readily  understood,  and 
yet  the  greatest  obstacles  are  not  from  these,  but  from  such  boys  as  having  left 
the  school  to  go  to  a  trade  or  to  other  schools,  and  then  after  two  or  three  years 
return  to  us.  These  are  generally  grown  big,  but  also  pretty  insolent.  I  have  this 
year  some  in  my  classes,  and  they  are  now  inclined  to  mock  at  everything  saoned, 
while  just  they,  a  few  years  ago,  were  the  most  attentive  hearers. 

"However  sad  such  communications  may  be,  and  so  depressing  such  experience, 
still  we  know  that  many  a  seed  corn  falls  on  a  prepared  heart.  There  are  Jewish 
boys  among  the  scholars  who  have  received  such  a  treasure  in  their  hearts  as  can 
come  in  comparison  with  Christian  children  in  Christian  lands  without  being  put 
to  shame.  There  are  boys  present  who  love  the  Word  of  Gk>d,  and  who  regularly 
and  diligently  read  it  at  home.  Will  the  Lord  not  cause  that  these  should  break 
through  into  the  glorious  liberty  of  the  sons  of  God  7  Carl  Basz.^' 

*'  A  year  is  again  past,  and  as  every  wise  householder  takes  a  review,  stands 
still,  and  asks  what  is  the  result  of  his  efforts,  that  he  may  ascertain  how  he  has 
traded  with  the  pound  entrusted  to  him.  Should  a  worker  in  the  Lord*s  vineyard 
not  also  survey  his  field  of  labour  from  time  to  time,  partly  to  exhort  aod 
encourage,  and  no  less  to  humble  and  convince  himself  that  here  also  *  it  is  not  of 
him  that  willeth  nor  of  him  that  runneth,  but  of  God  that  showeth  m^rcy,*  partly 
to  justify  himself  to  the  dear  friends,  in  whose  name,  borne  on  whose  X'njen, 
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supported  by  whose  offerings  of  love,  the  walls  of  Zion  should  be  built  up,  but 
also  and  finally  to  give  all  praise  and  honour  to  the  eternal  God  and  Saviour  whose 
promises  are  yea  and  amen,  and  who  has  not  left  himself  without  a  witness 
with  us  7 

^  My  field  of  labour  is  the  higher  class  of  girls,  of  whom  there  are  50  from  the 
age  of  10  to  13,  the  greater  number  of  whom,  after  leaving  school,  enter  either 
upon  household  duties  or  learn  some  feminine  trade  (tailoring,  mantua-making, 
etc.) ;  only  a  few  go  to  higher  educational  institutions  to  fit  themselves  for  the 
office  of  teacher.  Of  the  number  in  the  class  two-thirds  are  Jewesses^  for  the  most 
part  children  of  poor  families,  who  live  on  very  friendly  terms  with  the  Christian 
children.  The  school  attendance  is  very  regular,  and  I  venture  to  say,  the  bond 
of  love  binds  teacher  and  scholars  together.  It  grieves  the  child  when  anything 
occurs  to  keep  it  at  home,  ay,  many  a  child  in  bad  weather,  and  when  slightly 
unwell,  must  be  compelled  to  absent  itself.  These  parents,  when  we  visit  them 
in  their  homes,  testify  their  gratitude  for  all  the  good  which  their  children 
receive. 

*'In  our  striving  to  offer  the  children  entrusted  to  our  care  an  elementary 
education  in  the  subjects  required  by  the  laws,  not  only  to  compete  with  the 
State  schools,  but  also  to  prove  that  a  Christian  is  faithful  in  all  things,  so  is  it 
still  our  chief  end  and  petition  in  our  weekly  hour  of  prayer,  to  bring  the  children 
to  the  Lord  Jesus,  to  make  them  acquainted  with  the  gospel  truths.  I  look  upon 
it  as  a  great  favour  to  be  allowed  to  labour  among  these  children ;  oh !  what  a 
blessed  calling  is  it  to  show  to  the  Jewish  children  how  Jesus  is  the  Messiah,  to 
ivhom  the  prophets  bear  witness ;  and  the  Christian  children'leam  to  know  the  glory 
of  the  Old  Testament,  which  was  formerly  a  sealed  book  to  them,  and  learn  to  love 
the  Jews,  from  whom,  as  the  Lord  himself  testifies,  salvation  comes. 

"This  association  of  the  children  I  regard  always  as  a  great  blessing,  and 
liave  already  many  a  time  experienced  how  Christian  love,  as  a  type,  has  expelled 
the  hatred  of  the  Jews  which  the  Christians  brought  into  the  school  with  them. 
Our  work  is  the  sowing  of  seed,  to  which  the  Lord  has  given  great  promises,  but 
a  work  which  demands  much  love,  patience,  faith,  and  prayer.  Not  at  once  comes 
forth  the  fuU  com  in  the  ear ;  at  first  sprouts  the  seed  through  the  inherent  power, 
then  shows  the  blade,  the  green  stalk  ;  at  last  ripe  for  the  harvest.  The  Great 
Sower  himself  explains  this  to  us  in  his  parables,  in  order  to  show  us  that  the 
fruit  may  not  be  forced,  but  in  patience  we  must  wait  until  He  himself  grants 
the  increase.  Here  observe  we  the  life  of  Jesus,  how  He  went  about  revealing 
hiB  love  and  glory  to  thousands  of  poor  sinners  and  sick  ones,  and  we  read  they 
sought  to  kill  him.  '  Oh  how  horrid  were  those  Jews,'  cried  out  a  Jewish  girl, 
excited  that  they  did  not  believe  on  the  Saviour,  and  yet  saw  '  His  miracles  of 
love.'  That  unbelief  is  even  to-day  the  same  great  sin  as  it  was  then,  and  that 
the  Lord  by  His  wwd  calls  to  repentance,  I  sought  to  press  upon  the  hearts  of 
the  children.  As  we  went  through  Isaiah  liii.,  verse  by  verse,  and  other  prophecies, 
and  considered  step  by  step  the  sufferings  of  Christy  *  Oh  how  beautifully  it  agrees, 
how  exact  is  all  fulfilled,'  cried  another  Jewish  girl ;  and  when  I  now  asked  them 
whether  they  believe  that  Jesus  is  the  true  Messiah  and  Saviour,  I  received  the 
very  general  answer  '  Yes '  with  the  mouth ;  would  God  it  were  also  from  the 
heart  1  As  I  now  requested  them  to  read  such  precious  passages  to  their  parents, 
one  child  said,  '  Yes,  my  father  has  examined  whether  it  is  so  in  the  Hebrew  ;  it 
is  all  so.'  As  I  asked  why  did  Jesus  not  go  away  from  his  enemies  the  last  time 
as  before,  a  Jewish  girl  answered,  '  Now  was  His  hour  come,  now  would  He  give 
His  life  for  us  fls  a  sin-offering.'  As  I  asked  again,  *  What  would  God  teach  by  the 
rending  of  the  veil  of  the  temple? '  another  answered,  *  Sin  is  atoned  for,  and  Christ 
the  eternal  High  Priest  is  for  us  entered  into  the  holiest  of  all,  and  we  enter  now 
through  him.'  '  I  am  the  way,  the  truth,  and  the  life,  no  man  cometh  unto  the 
Father  but  by  me,'  said  all  the  children  in  chorus.  And  how  the  chOdren  rejoiced, 
as  Nicodemus,  who  came  to  Jesus  by  night,  now  publicly  and  openly  came  to 
the  burial  of  Jesus  and  confessed  himself  a  disciple.  Yes,  truly,  is  the  clear 
knowledge  of  salvation,  the  questions  and  answers  of  the  children  during  the 
hours  of  Bible  lessons,  not  already  the  blade  which  the  strength  of  the  seed  has 
produced  ;  and  may  we  not  hope  that  many  a  stalk  (perhaps  after  many  a  winter 
9  C 
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storm)  here  aud  there  often  unknown  develops  into  full  ripe  ears.  Awiredly 
many  a  heart  is  prepared,  and  we  may  confidently  persevere  in  prayer,  that  the 
Lord  may  pour  out  His  Holy  Spirit,  and  soon  fuliil  all  the  promises  given  to  His 
ancient  covenant  people.  Carl  Rau." 

'*  It  is  an  experience  which  every  one  makes  who  is  permitted  to  labour  in 
building  up  the  kingdom  of  God,  that  in  a  review  of  any  past  period  all  kinds  of 
serious  reflections  arise.     Such  a  period,  however,  affords  an  opportunity  to  bring 
one  who  takes  part  in  the  work  (or  is 'a  sharer  in  the  work)  to  give  acooontof 
himself  before  men  and  before  the  Lord  of  the  work.     I  think,  however,  that  the 
last  is  certainly  the  most  important,  and  when  our  work  appears  in  the  light 
which  the  Lord  causes  to  shine  on  it,  and  can  be  seen  by  our  weak  eyes,  then 
would  we  still  more  than  now  be  forced  to  say  aud  confess,  *  We  are  unprofitable 
servants ;'  on  the  other  side,  it  is  just  the  feeling  of  my  own  imperfection  which 
stirs  me  up  to  gratitude  to  the  Lord  that  He,  notwithstanding,  does  not  with- 
draw His  hand  of  blessing,  and  still  renews  His  help  from  day  to  day.     Perhape 
this  is  with  many  others  as  with  us.   I  might,  each  time  as  I  come  into  the  position 
of  having  to  say  something  about  the  Mission  work,  relate  more  of  visible /nufo, 
by  which  not  only  the  hearer  or  reader,  but  I  myself  might  be  more  edified. 
But  the  Lord  does  not  fulfil  our  wishes  in  the  mass  as  we  desire,  and  herein  has 
He  His  wise  purposes,  which  chiefly  go  to  draw  us  from  our  way  into  that  which 
He  finds  good.     We  must,  however,  daily  learn  anew  that  to  Him  the  honour 
belongs,  and  He  is  Lord  of  the  harvest — ogives  the  rain  and  sunshine — ^while  it  is 
our  duty  in  little  and  unnoticed  ways  to  show  that  fidelity  which  He  requires  of 
His  stewards.     I  find  that,  however,  it  is  something  very  great  to  presome  to 
be  a  steward  of  the  Lord — ^to  be  called  to  offer  the  Bread  of  Life  in  His  name. 
Is  it  not  something  great  and  glorious  that  we  daily  have  a  flock  of  ohildTeB 
gathered  around  us,  who  all  stand  under  the  sweet  sound  of  the  Gospel?    Who 
is  able  to  judge  the  working  of  one  or  another  seed-corn?    I  rejoice  always 
when  I  see  in  the  religion  hour  how  the  children,  and  especially  the  Jewish 
children,  attentively  listeu  to  the  Word  of  God ;  still  more  when  any  show  by 
answers  or  repetitions  that  they  know  it.     I  must,  too,  say  that  many  among 
them  are  impressed.     This  experience  I  have  especially  always  when  the  history 
of  the  sufferings  of  our  Lord  is  the  subject.     In  former  years  it  freqaentlj 
occurred  to  me  that  some  of  the  bigger  children  at  New  Testament  history,  by 
signs  and  words,  expressed  doubts,  and  would  not  read  the  name  Jesus  or  pro- 
nounce it.     The  reason  was,  they  were  forbid  to  do  so  by  the  parents.    In  the 
past  year  no  such  resistance  has  appeared.   Without  wishing  to  lay  too  much  strev 
on  tUs,  it  yet  gives  me  joy.    On  ^e  whole,  among  the  young  children  in  general, 
we  have  very  pleasant  experiences,  and  I  wish  that  we  could  keep  such  children 
in  the  upper  classes,  that  they  might  so  much  longer  remain  under  the  inflaence 
of  the  Word  of  God.    An  encouraging  sign  is  it  in  this  respect  that  the  higher 
boys'  class  for  1-2  years  is  more  numerously  attended,  among  whom  are  some 
who,  after  they  had  passed  the  elementary  classes  here,  went  to  other  schooli. 
In  general,  the  number  of  boys  is  decidedly  increased.     We  may  perceive  in  ihii 
a  proof  of  the  confidence  which  the  parents  have  in  us.     However,  and  al8o»  * 
review  of  the  chief  objects  of  our  work  will  be  encouraging  to  the  mission  canee 
if,  by  the  Spirit  of  God  in  one  or  another,  the  seed  springs  up,  it  so  becomes  easier 
for  a  youth  or  a  man,  humanly  speaking,  then  to  break  through  the  hindrancei 
and  prejudices  of  association  and  familiarity,  and  eventually  ^so  may  be  estab- 
lished in  the  faith.     From  the  following  data  you  see  that  this  year  there  are  a 
considerable  number  of  Catholics  in  my  class.    Every  year  the  question  comet 
up — Shall  we  refuse  them  ?    I  believe  we  can  hardly  do  that,  since  just  among 
those  are  such  who  are  bodily  and  spiritually  poor,  and  need  our  love  somewhat 
Also  a  partial  mixing  in  the  class  is  good  in  reference  to  mutual  association,  etc 

"May  the  true  Shepherd  Jesus  make  them  all  Hift  lambs,  and  us  who  teach,  may 
He  guide  along  with  the  children  into  His  heavenly  truth.  May  He,  the  faithfol 
God,  bestow  His  blessing  on  your  labour,  that  the  work  in  this  place  may  prosper 
in  His  Name,  and  to  the  advancement  of  His  praise. 
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"Besides  these  85  present  since  1st  September,  about  16  have  left,  some  gone 
to  public  town  schools,  and  others  on  account  of  sickness. 


Cirnfasion. 

Boys. 

GirU. 

Total 

Israelites, 

•                  •                  • 

43 

'4 

47 

Catholics, 

B                                       •                                        • 

24 

2 

26 

Evangelical  (Lutheran),    . 

10 

•  •  • 

10 

Reformed, 

«                                       •                                         • 

1 

1 

2 

Total 

78 

7 

85 
**Gkorge  Ma  AG." 

"  I  wish  to  add  only  a  few  words  to  the  reports  of  the  gentlemen,  my  colleagues, 
and  these  about  a  joyful,  and  yet  so  solemn  and  important  an  experience,  which  the 
Lord  has  allowed  me  to  have,  during  the  last  weeks,  with  one  of  my  scholars.  There 
sat  a  short  while  ago,  among  my  numerous  band,  a  little,  piile  child  of  eight  years, 
of  Catholic  parents.  She  was  not  distinguished  by  great  gifts,  but  by  very  good 
conduct,  and  great  love  to  the  school  and  Sunday-school,  which  she  regularly 
attended,  even  in  the  worst  weather.  On  one  occasion  I  found  her  in  the  school 
with  a  swollen  face,  and  would  gladly  have  sent  her  home,  as  she  appeared  so 
Bick,  only  she  begged  permission  to  remain.  A  short  while  after  her  place  was 
empty,  and  information  sent  me  by  the  parents  that  their  child  had  fallen  very 
sick.  One  day  I  went  to  visit  her ;  even  in  the  foreroom  I  heard  the  death- 
rattle.  I  found  her  fearfully  changed,  surrounded  by  the  doctor  and  her  sorrow- 
ing parents.  Her  happy  smile,  and  her  effort  to  salute  me,  1  shall  never  forget, 
only  her  voice  refused  to  serve  her ;  she  had  lost  the  use  of  it  for  some  days. 
The  weeping  mother  led  me  into  another  room  while  the  doctor  remained.  As 
I  sought  to  comfort  her  with  the  prospect  that  I  hoped  the  Saviour  would  save 
her  little  one,  she  cried  out,  *  Yes,  yes,  she  loved  the  Lord  Jesus  so  much,  and 
she  loved  so  much  in  the  evenings  to  tell  us  of  Jesus,  and  read  to  us  out  of  her 
Bible.'  I  rejoiced  to  hear  from  the  mouth  of  a  Catholic  mother  only  of  Jesus, 
and  gladly  let  her  tell  me  the  child  had  taught  her  little  sister  of  three  and  a 
half  years  and  her  mother  the  lovely  song,-^ 

*  Jesus,  go  before  on  the  way  of  life, 
And  we  will  not  delay  to  follow  I'hee. 
Lead  by  the  hand  to  onr  Fatherland.' 

However,  it  was  another  hymn  that  had  been  the  f avouritel  It  is  entitled  '  The 
best  Friend  is  in  heaven,'  closing  always  with  the  words,  '  Therefore  I  have  ever 
thought  my  Jesus  is  the  best  Friend.'  She  had  also  taught  her  mother  and  sister 
this  one.  As  I  stepped  again  to  the  bedside  of  the  little  sick  one,  and  spoke 
with  her  of  death  and  eternity,  how  lovely  then  she  looked  in  spite  of  her 
dreadful  sufferings,  and  as  I  asked  her  whether  she  was  willing  to  go  to  Jesns, 
she  opened  her  lips  wide  with  a  painful  effort  but  a  happy  smile,  and  answered 
with  a  decided  '  Yes.'  Her  mother  then  said  to  her,  '  Thou  hast  ever  told  us  the 
best  Friend  is  in  Heaven,  and  hast  taught  thy  sister  the  whole  hymn  ; '  and  now 
we  saw  that  she  wished  to  speak,  and  with  difficulty  she  whispered  to  me  the 
words,  '  She  does  not  know  the  third  verse  yet»  but  it  begins  with  the  words, 
*  He  let  Himself  be  slain  for  me/  etc.  I  promised  her  to  feach  it  to  the  little  sister. 
Then  I  ventured  to  pray  with  her,  and  commend  her  to  the  Lord,  who  so  plainly 
was  stretching  out  His  pierced  hands  towards  her.  When  I  received  from  her 
father  the  report  of  her  release,  I  found  he  believed  that  his  child  had  found  a 
place  of  rest  in* the  arms  and  bosom  of  Jesus.  He  seems  to  have  been  freed  from 
Popish  errors  through  means  of  his  children  and  reading  of  the  Holy  Scriptures. 
His  elder  daughter  was  two  years  ago  in  my  class,  and  was  distinguished  by  a 
remarkable  love  for -God's  Word  and  God's  house.  She  sat.  Sabbath  after 
Sabbath,  after  Sunday-school,  in  the  church,  morning  and  evening,  and  sought 
to  bring  to  the  house  of  God  now  one,  and  now  another.  This  child  has  been  in 
Vienna  since  that  time  with  her  grandmother,  only  the  evangelical  instruction 
will  not,  by  God's  grace,  have  remained  without  a  blessing. 

The  death  of  their  schoolfellow,  who  only  eight  days  before  had  listened  to  the 
word  concerning  the  sinner's  Friend,  and  now  beheld  Him  in  His  glory,  made  a 
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deep  impression  on  my  other  children.  We  spoke  much  of  dying,  and  a  liTiog 
faith  on  Jesus.  There  sat  just  in  her  place,  after  a  long,  strong  scarlet  fever,  for 
the  first  time,  a  dear  little  Jewish  girl.  I  asked  her,  '  And  if  ^e  Lord  Jesiu  bad 
been  pleased  to  take  thee  home,  wouldest  thou  have  been  ready  to  follow  Him?' 
She  answered  loud  and  with  deep  solemnity,  *  Yes,'  and  I  knew  it  was  the  full 
truth  ;  she  also  would  gladly  have  followed  Him  at  the  time.  Shall  we  not  trust 
to  the  Lord  that  He  can  make  her  able  to  follow  Him  in  life,  in  daily  warfare 
with  the  world  and  sin  ?  And  even  so,  too,  that  little  maiden,  also  a  Jeweaa, 
who,  during  a  religion-hour,  whispered  to  me,  *  Oh  I  I  wish  so  much  to  love  ^ 
Lord  Jesus,  more  than  great  riches,'  and  appeared  so  earnest  and  true.  May  He 
keep  them  from  the  evil,  and  make  them  grow  in  the  knowledge  of  our  salvatioii. 
The  same  child  on  one  occasion,  to  a  schoolfeUoVs  question,  '  What  does  it  meia 
that  we  shaU  sit  at  table  with  Abraham,  Isaac,  and  Jacob?'  gave  the  wonderfnl 
answer,  '  I  do  not  believe  that  we  shaU  eat  and  drink  there,  because  we  shall 
have  there  eaten  of  the  Uving  bread,  and  drank  of  the  water  of  which  if  we  diink 
we  shaU  never  thirst  again.'  May  they  and  aU  our  children  drink  of  the  Rock 
of  Salvation,  and  with  us  find  in  Jesus  aU  sufficiency. 

"WlLHEUdNA  KlOPFIKG." 

"*  Gracious  is  the  Lord  and  merciful,  and  of  great  kindness.'  These  words  I 
might  place  as  a  motto  over  my  Report  of  this  year,  for  wherever  we  look,  the 
fathomJess  grace  of  our  faithful  Saviour  appears  over  aU.  Each  of  the  past  dayi, 
and  every  sorrow  and  every  joy  is  lightened  by  the  great  glory  of  our  God. 
This  feeling  often  comes  back  in  tbe  daily  life  and  regular  'viork,  but  then  it 
shines  so  much  brighter  at  the  moment  when  we  take  a  Httle  review  of  the  pact 
Such  a  moment  is  the  present,  when  I  should  give  you  a  view  of  my  work. 
To  my  great  joy,  as  ever  so  now,  the  cheering  outweighs  the  sad.  We  caoM 
great  joy  to  the  little  ones,  ay,  even  the  least,  when  they  begin  to  be  stirred  up 
by  the  knowledge  and  love  of  their  Saviour.  It  is  an  affecting,  pretty  eight, 
these  Uttle  maidens,  many  of  whom  number  only  ^ye  years,  sitting  dim 
together  with  folded  hands  and  open  Ups  that  they  may  not  lose  a  word  of  what 
is  told  them,  and  often,  as  easy  questions  are  put,  many  of  the  smsllest  lift  their 
little  finger  to  indicate  that  they  know  the  answer.  Is  it  some  Uttle  repetition 
sounding  in  their  ears  as  something  known,  then  the  Uttle  eyes  gUaten  so  dear, 
that  one  must  rejoice  with  them  and  unwillingly  restrain  the  untimely  seal 
which  comes  in  the  way,  seen  in  their  rising  to  their  feet,  and  frequently  begging 
to  be  allowed  to  answer.  This  naugluiness  pleases  much  more  than  too  great 
quietness,  which  may  often  be  caUed  stupidity,  and  which  one  cannot  know  how 
to  break  up,  or  how  to  enUven  the  children.  It  is  in  such  cases  that  we  most 
so  often  perceive  that  our  words  cannot  awaken  the  hearts,  but  that  only  tbe 
Spirit  of  Grod  can  break  the  numbness  and  quicken  the  dead.  Life  stirs  just 
there  where  least  expected,  causing  so  much  greater  joy.  Two  years  ago  I  had 
a  Uttle  girl  in  my  class,  who  gave  me  not  the  least  satisfaction,  who  showed  no 
interest  in  any  part  of  the  instruction,  but  sat  there  steadily  dull  and  stnpid. 
Then  she  was  absent  for  a  year.  In  the  beginning  of  this  school  year  ahe 
appeared  again  to  attend  our  school  anew,  had  made^  however,  so  very  little 
progress,  that  she  could  only  enter  the  lowest  dass.  At  first  I  struggled  hard 
against  receiving  her,  but  at  the  pressing  request  of  my  ooUeague,  Bliss  Knipping, 
I  resolved  at  last  to  give  her  another  trial,  ^though  I  feared  it  would  be  in  vain. 
But  how  different  is  it  now  with  the  child.  She  is  attentive  at  aU  times, 
belongs  in  the  Bible  hour  to  my  best  scholars,  and  has  very  much  Christiao 
knowledge. 

It  is  quite  noteworthy  to  see  how  the  children  mutually  help  one  another. 
On  this  account  the  weakest  sits  near  the  gifted.  Often  also  before  the  hoor  of 
teaching,  one  of  the  bigger  ones  practises  them  in  a  hymn  or  Bible  sentence. 
This  has  a  double  value ;  first  the  children  are  usefully  occupied  as  soon  as  they 
enter  the  class-room,  so  that  they  have  no  time  for  tricks ;  and,  secondly,  I  cas 
spare  much  time  which  can  be  otherwise  usefuUy  spent. 

The  number  of  my  children  now  amounts  to  81,  of  whom  61  are  Jewesses. 

The  word  then  is,  be  not  weary  nor  faint,  even  in  the  case  of  depressing 
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experiences,  but  ever  anew  recall  the  word  of  the  Lord.  « They  that  wait  on 
the  Lord  renew  their  strength,*'  in  order  that  the  work  among  His  people  may 
be  blest,  and  that  from  the  people  of  Israel  always  more  may  be  added  to  the 
followers  of  the  Cross. 

'*Mathildb  MUllbr." 


HUNGARIAN  AND  BOHEMIAN  STUDENTS. 

One  Bohemian  and  three  Hangarian  candidates  for  the  ministry  have 
stadied  at  the  New  College  daring  the  past  winter.  In  both  these 
countries  the  Jews  are  very  numerous,  and  there  are  few  likelier  means  for 
their  conversion  than  by  a  number  of  the  younger  ministers  in  the  Pro- 
testant Churches  returning  from  this  country  with  a  zeal  for  the  salvation 
of  Israel.  This  secondary  fruit  of  the  Committee's  labours  has  been  in 
every  way  most  encouraging,  and  satisfactory.  Professor  Balogh  writes 
from  Debrecsin  in  the  present  month,  **  The  Bursary  institution  testifies 
itself  day  by  day  as  a  kind  of  mission,  a  channel  through  which  the  pure 
water  of  the  Gospel  flows  upon  our  Church's  life." 

LADIES'  ASSOCIATIONS. 

The  Committee  acknowledge  with  thankfulness,  as  in  previous  years, 
their  obligations  to  the  Ladies'  Associations  in  Edinburgh,  Glasgow, 
Dundee,  Aberdeen,  Paisley,  and  elsewhere.  The  reports  which  some  of 
these  Associations  publish  contain  interesting  details  which  are  not 
included  in  this  Report,  and  which  they  earnestly  commend  to  the  friends 
of  Jewish  Missions. 


PRAYER  FOR  ISRAEL. 

Many  ministers  and  members  of  this  and  other  Churches  remember 
Israel  in  their  prayers  on  their  own  Sabbath,  on  Friday  evening  or  Saturday 
morning,  and  the  number  of  these  remembrancers  will  surely  increase  year 
by  year.  The  Great  Day  of  Atonement,  which  falls  this  year  on  Thursday 
28th  September,  is  also  a  very  special  opportunity  for  asking  that  their 
eyes  may  be  opened  to  see  their  true  Sacrifice.  On  the  Day  of  Atonement 
last  year,  the  noonday  Prayer-meeting  in  the  Free  Assembly  Hall  was 
devoted  to  prayer  for  the  conversion  of  the  Jews ;  many  were  there  enabled 
to  pour  out  a  full  heart  in  supplication  on  their  behalf,  and  others  need 
only  to  be  reminded  of  the  day  to  unite  their  prayers  to  those  of  thousands 
for  the  salvation  of  Israel. 

A.  MOODY  STUART,  Convener. 


No.  X. 
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TO  THE  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY. 


MAY    1876. 


The  usual  Abstracts  of  Accounts  for  the  past  year  are  annexed.  At  the 
close  of  the  year  there  is  a  considerable  balance  of  Church  Building  Fund 
in  the  hands  of  the  General  Treasurer,  amounting  to  £1077,  Is.  Id.  But 
the  liabilities  of  the  Committee  for  grants  which  they  have  passed  will 
exhaust  this  sum,  their  amount  being  £1130. 

Of  Manse  Building  Fund,  there  is  at  the  end  of  the  year  only  a  small 
balance  of  ordinary  fund  of  £109|  Os.  lOd.,  while  the  liabilities  for  grants 
amount  to  £700.  But  over  against  this  prospective  deficit,  there  is  to  be  set 
a  balance  still  in  hand  of  the  original  Manse  Fund,  which  is  considered  to 
be  more  than  sufficient  to  meet  all  the  claims  which  may  yet  be  made 
upon  it. 

The  income  of  the  past  year  having  been  very  small,  the  Committee 
have  not  been  in  a  position  to  make  any  grants  beyond  those  which  were 
in  view  at  the  date  of  their  last  Report.  The  Biennial  Collection  falls 
to  be  made  this  year,  and  they  earnestly  hope  that  it  will  be  so  recom- 
mended by  the  General  Assembly,  and  will  receive  such  a  place  in  the 
scheme  of  collections  for  the  year,  as  to  draw  forth  a  more  liberal  share  of 
the  contributions  of  the  Church  than  it  has  received  on  former  occasions. 

The  claims  which  have  already  been  intimated  to  the  Committee  in  the 
prospect  of  the  collection  being  made  are  very  numerous,  and  many  of 
them  quite  as  urgent  as  any  that  have  been  brought  before  the  Com- 
mittee at  any  previous  period  of  its  history. 

For  grants  to  aid  in  the  erection  of  Churches^  or  in  the  rebuilding,  total 
or  partial,  of  buildings  which  have  been  found  inadequate  or  defec- 
tive, there  are  tiventy-three  applications. 

For  the  erection  of  Manxes  there  are  twelve  applications. 
And  tho  number  of  these  will  no  doubt  be  increased  before  the  collection 
10 
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comes  to  be  apportioned.  It  is  plain,  therefore,  that  not  oulj  is  a  collection 
indispensable,  but  one  that  shall  be  characterised  by  a  more  than  usual 
amount  of  liberality  on  the  part  of  the  Members  of  the  Church. 

The  Committee  have  given  a  good  deal  of  attention  to  the  subject 
remitted  by  last  Assembly  for  their  consideration  in  conjunction  with  the- 
Finance  Committee,  viz.,  ivhat  steps  might  be  taken  for  the  insptctiou  *.} 
Buildings.  Before  suggesting  any  practical  steps  in  this  matter,  tbej 
think  it  desirable  that  information  be  obtained  from  all  the  deacons'  conrtd 
as  to  the  state  of  repair  in  which  their  buildings  are  at  the  present  time, 
and  what  is  done  by  them  from  time  to  time  in  order  to  keep  them  in  go<>i 
condition  ;  and  they  suggest  that  this  information  may  be  obtained  either 
by  a  schedule  issued  by  the  Committee,  or  by  queries  inserted  in  the  Annual 
Schedule  of  Statistics. 

JAS.  MACGREGOR,  »      joht 

G.    MELDRUM,  I  Conr^nen^. 
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APPENDIX. 


No.  I. 

ABSTRACT  oi  the  ACCOUNT  of  the  CHUBCH BUILDINQFUND 

FOB  THE  Year  ending  SIbt  Mabch  1876. 


CHARGE. 

1.  Balance  of  Funds  at  3lBt  March  1875, 

2.  Collections  received  during  the  year, 
Proportion  of  Residue  of  the  late  Mr.  John 

Brenmer,  Cawdor,  .... 


£1613  18  10 


£14     4     2 


Of  which  one-half  to  Manee  Fund, 
3.  Dividend  and  Interest, 


Sum, 


14 

0  0 

£28 
14 

4  2 
2  1 

14     2     1 
30     0     7 


Sum  of  Charge,        £1658     1     6 


1.  Grants  paid — 

Greengairs, 

Wardie  and  Granton, 

Hawick,  Territorial, 

Arnisort  (Skye  and  Uist) 

Portknockie, 

Collessie, 

Birsay,    . 

Forglen,  . 

Ballantrae, 


DISCHARGE. 


£60 
60 
60 

100 
50 
40 
40 
40 
40 


0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 


Sum, 


£490     0     0 


2.  Expenses — 

General  Charges  of  Assembly  and  Treasurer's 

Office,  .             .                          .             .          £39  19  11 

Secretary,  Clerks,  Postages,  etc.,                         32  15  0 

Custodier  of  Titles,         .            .             .             18  5  6 


Amount  of  Discharge, 
Balance  in  Treasurer's  hands,  31st  March  1876, 

Sum  EguAL  to  th£  Charge, 


91 

0 

5 

£581 
1077 

0 

1 

5 

1 

£1658 

1 
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No.  II. 

ABSTRACT  of  the  ACCOUNT  of  the  MANSEBUILDING  FUND 

FOR  THE  Year  ending  SIst  March  1876. 


CHABGE. 

1.  Balance  of  Funds  at  31  at  March  1875, 

2.  CollectionB,  etc.,  received  during  the  year — one  half,  . 

3.  Interest,  ...... 


£682  4  3 
14  2  1 
34  12    4 


Sum  of  Charob,        £730  18    8 


DISCHARGE. 


1.  Grants  paid — 
Crofthead, 

Ardow  and  Torloisk, 
Bnckie,    . 
Corsock,  . 

Alvie  (with  Interest,  £6), 
Balquhidder, 


£100 
100 
100 
100 
106 
50 


0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


Sum, 


Expenses — 

General  Charge  of  Assembly  and  Treasurer's 

Office,  ..... 
Clerks  and  Printing, 
Custodier  of  Titles, 

Sum, 


Balance  in  Treasurer's  hands,  31st  March  1876, 


£39  17 

4 

7  15 

0 

18  5 

6 

556     0    0 


65 

17  10 

£621 
109 

17  10 
0  10 

£730  18  8 

No.  XI, 
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REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE 


FOR   THE 


DISTKIBUTION   OF   THE  FUND   EAISED  FOE 
THE   PRE-DISEUPTION   MINISTEES. 


MAY  1876. 


TuE  Committee  beg  respectfully  to  report  that  the  amount  of  the  fund 
placed  at  their  disposal  for  the  year  1875-76  was  as  follows,  namely  : — 

Balance  from  previous  year's  Accouot) 

Church-door  Collections  contributed  by  Congregations,         .         .  £2233     4  11 

Donations,  Legacies,  etc., 463  11     2 

Interest, 3  12     8 


Together,     £2700     8     9 


This  year  again  the  Committee  have  not  taken  into  view  the  share  of 
the  Sustentation  Fund  Surplus,  but  only  the  Equal  Dividend,  Supple- 
ments, and  Grants  from  Trusts.  Still,  they  have  again  been  able  to 
make  up  the  Stipends  of  the  Parochial  Ministers  to  £200,  and  of  the 
quoad  sacra  Ministers  to  £170  for  year  to  Whitsunday  1875.  They 
regret  that  some  complaints  have  been  made  because  the  Equal  Dividend 
has  been  taken  at  £157  in  place  of  £150,  the  Grants  being  thereby 
reduced  by  £7  from  this  Fund. 

Grants  to  Parochial  Ministers  having  Colleagues  or  emeriti,  of  £40, 
and  of  £10  to  quoad  sacra  Ministers  iu  a  similar  position  have  been 
continued. 
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As  usual,  detailed  lists  of  the  Grants  for  the  year  are  appended,  and 
the  following  is  an  Abstract  of  the  Discharge  side  of  the  Account : — 

Grants  to  make  up  to  £200  the  Stipends  of  Pre-Diamption 
Ministers  who  left  parochial  Charges,  and  are  still  in  full 
Charge,  according  to  detailed  List  in  Appendix  No.  1,       .  £932  16    S 

Ditto,  who  left  quoad  aticra  do.,  Appendix  No.  2,     .         .         .  78    0    0 

Ditto,  to  Pre-Dismption  Ministers  who  have  Colleagnes  and 

Successors,  or  are  emerUi,  Appendix  No.  3,         .         .         .  960    0    0 

Grants  to  quoad  aacra  Ministers,  to  make  up  thdr  Stipends  to 
£170,  when  in  full  charges,  and  of  £10  to  those  having 
Colleagues,  or  emerUi,  Appendix  No.  4^       .         .         .         .  340    9    S 

Total  Grants,  £2311    5  11 

Grant  applicable  to  previous  year, 10    0    0 

Expenses, 62  14    8 

Balance  undivided,  out  of  which  it  is  proposed  to  pay  over  to 

the  Aged  and  InErm  Ministers'  Fund,  £300,      .                  .  316    8    3 

£2700    8    9 

The  amount  of  Grants,  as  in  the  above  Abstract,  is  larger  than  tbe 
amount  in  the  Accounts  of  the  Church,  and  the  Balance  less,  owing  to 
delay  in  presenting  some  of  this  year's  orders. 

Humbly  reported  by 

JAMES  JULIQS  WOOD, 


Cont^ener, 


EmNBUBOH,  lOih  May  1876. 
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1.    QRANTS  TO  FBE-DI8BDPTiOM  MINISTERS  IN  FULL  CHARGES  WHO 
LEFT  PAROCHIAL  CHARQB8,  NAMELY  : — 


L.  H.  IrviDg,  •         • 
James  Proadfoot,    . 
W.  B.  Cunningham, 
John  Thomson, 
Andrew  Urqubart, 
Alexander  M'Bride, 
A.  Stewart,    . 
David  Campbell,     . 
James  Dnunmond, 
John  R.  Omond,     . 
William  Oilston,     . 
G.  F.  Knight,      ,    . 
John  Murray, 
James  W.  Taylor,  . 
James  Brodie, 
Walter  Wood, 

Including  allowance 
D.  S.  FergnsoD, 
David  Dewar, 
Alexander  M'Watt, 
Alexander  fVaser,  . 
S.  F.  M'Lauchlan, 
James  McDonald,  . 
George  TuUoch, 
Alexander  Gunn,    . 
Adam  Rettie, 
James  Ingram, 
John  Ingram, 


Falkirk,  . 
Culter,     . 
Prestonpana^ 
Prestonkirk, 
Portpatrick, 
North  Bute, 
Killin,      . 
Lawers,    . 
Forgandenny, 
Monzie,    . 
Camock,  . 
East  Wemyss, 
Abdie, 
Flisk^ 
Monimail, 
EUe, 
for  want  of  a  Manse. 

Strachan, 
Bellie, 
B.othe8,    . 
Eirkhm,  . 
Cawdor,   . 
Urray, 
Eddrachillis, 
Watten,   . 
Evie,        : 
Unst, 
Unst, 


£43 

0 

0 

43 

0 

0 

43 

0 

0 

8 

0 

0 

23 

0 

0 

23 

0 

0 

43 

0 

0 

43 

0 

0 

43 

0 

0 

33 

0 

0 

43 

0 

0 

13 

0 

0 

39 

0 

0 

43 

0 

0 

43 

0 

0 

18 

0 

0 

43 

0 

0 

36 

15 

2 

39. 

4 

11 

22 

16 

0 

24 

7 

5 

22 

12 

9 

28 

0 

0 

43 

0 

0 

43 

0 

0 

43 

0 

0 

43 

0 

0 

£932  16     3 


2.   GRANTS  TO  CERTAIN  PRE-DISRUPTION  MINISTERS  WHO  GAVE  UP 

QUOAD  SACRA  CHARGES. 


Robert  M<Indoe, 
John  Spiers,  . 


Galston,  . 
Kinglassie, 


£36    0    0 
43    0    0 


£78    0    0 
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3.    GRANTS  TO  PRE-DISRUPTION  MINISTBB8  WITH  COLLEAGUES  AMD 


SUCCESSORS,  OR  EMERITI. 

Oeorge  Orr, Symington, 

.      £40    0   0 

Alex.  Keith,  Jnnr., 

St  Cyrus, 

40    0   0 

Jolin  M'Farlane,  D.D.,    . 

t                   i 

Dalkeith, . 

40    0   0 

John  Feigaaon, 

Bridge  of  Allan, 

40    0    0 

Geo.,  Burns,  D.D., . 

Corstorphine,    • 

40    0    0 

George  Lewis, 

Ormiflton, 

40    0    0 

Simon  Fraser, 

Fortrose, . 

40    0    0 

Robert  Kinnear, 

Moffat,     . 

40    0    0 

Robert  Inglis, 

t 

Fnif^U,     . 

40    0    0 

W.  Mackenzie, 

i 

North  Leith,    . 

40    0    0 

John  Thomson, 

t 

Aberdeen, 

40    0    0 

Thomas  Smith,  D.D.,  Missionary,    . 

India, 

40    0    0 

William  Govan,                 Do., 

Do 

40    0    0 

William  Mather,     .         .         .         , 

Stanley,   . 

40    0    0 

Joseph  Stark, 

Kilfinan,  . 

40    0    0 

James  Grierson,  D.D.,     . 

Errol, 

40    0    0 

Robert  L.  Brown,   . 

Lwgo,      . 

40    0    0 

Robert  Smith,  Missionary, 

Pesth,               . 

40    0    0 

John  Macrae, 

Carloway, 

40    0    0 

Thomas  Findlay,     . 

West  Kilbride, 

40    0    0 

Charles  C.  Stewart, 

Scone, 

40    0    0 

Peter  Davidson, 

Kilbride, . 

40    0    0 

John  MacMillan,  D.D.,   . 

Kirkcudbright, 

40    0    0 

Alex.  Gumming^      .... 

Glasgow,. 

40    0    0 

£960    0    0 

4.    GRANTS  TO  PRE-DI8RUPTI0N  QUOAD  SACRA  MINISTERS  TO  BRING  UP  THEIS 
STIPENDS  TO  £170,  EXCLUSIVE  OF  SHARE  OF  SURPLUS. 


John  Montgomerie  (C), 
James  Dnncan, 
John  Fairbaim, 
Thomas  Wright  (C), 
Thomas  Hastings  {€), 
Robert  Donald  {E), 
David  Wilson, 
William  Hntchxson  (C), 
John  Gtemmel, 
Alexander  Rankine, 
William  Alexander, 
Colin  M'Kenzie  (C7), 
William  Lauder, 
Archibald  Nicol, 
James  Pearson, 
Donald  M*Vean, 
John  Wright, 
Thomas  Hislop  {£), 
William  Watt, 


Innerleithen, 

Temple,   . 

Greenlaw, 

Swinton,  . 

Wanlockhead, 

Sheuchan, 

Fnllerton, 

Johnstone, 

FairUe,     . 

Strathayen, 

Duntocher, 

Arrochar, 

Strachur, . 

Shisken,  . 

Kilmeny, . 

lona, 

Alloa, 

Donne,     . 

Korrieston,* 


£10 
13 
13 


0 
0 
0 


10    0 
10    0 


0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

10    0    0 

4  19    8 

10    0    0 

3    0    0 

3    0    0 


10 

0 

13 

0 

13 

0 

13 

0 

13 

0 

13 

0 

10 

0 

13 

0 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


Cany  forward,        £184  19    8 
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Alexander  M'Kinnon, 

John  Y.  Walker,  {E) 

Thomas  Gann,  {€) . 

C.  Marshall,  {G)      . 

Alexander  M'Pherson, 

W.  R.  Moncur, 

David  Paton, . 

John  Longmuir,  LL.D. 

Hia  supplement  is  in  lieu  of 
Manse  rent. 

Donald  Stewart, 

Donald  Campbell, 

Robert  Shanks, 

Farquhar  Macrae, 

Had  a  supplement,  bnt  it  was 
burdened  with  the  expense  of 
providing  an  assistant. 

Gustavus  Aird,        .... 

Norman  M'Leod,     .         .        .         . 


Brought  forward, 
StrathfiUan, 
Kiunoul  Street,  Perth, 
Madderty, 
Dunfermline, 
Meigle,     . 
LiflF. 

Fettercaim, 
Aberdeen, 


Cromar,  . 
Ballater,  . 
Buckie,  . 
Knockbain, 


Creich,     • 
North  Uist^ 


£184  19  8 

13    0  0 

10    0  0 

10    0  0 

10    0  0 

13    0  0 

5  10  0 

3    0  0 

13    0  0 


13  0  0 

13  0  0 

13  0  0 

13  0  0 


.jfc . 


13    0    0 
13     0    0 

£340     9     8 


COMMITTEE. 


REV.  D.  THORBURN,  M.A. 
WILLIAM  WOOD,  Esq. 
JAMES  CUNNINGHAM,  Esq. 
REV.  JAMES  BEGG,  D.D. 
REV.  ROBERT  RAINY,  D.D. 


DAVID  MACLAGAN,  Esq. 
ROBERT  ROMANES,  Esq. 
G.  F.  BARBOUR,  Esq. 
J.  M.  M*CANDLISH,  Esq. 
REV.  J.  J.  WOOD,  D.D.,  Convener, 


II 


B 


No.  ZII. 


Jfrtt   CI^Mrrl^  ai  Stntlantr. 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE 


ON 


ASSEMBLY  ARRANGEMENTS. 


MAY     1876. 


I.  Correspondence  with  other  Churches. — The  following  Deputation  was 
appointed,  by  authority  of  the  Assembly,  to  visit  the  Synod  of  the  English 
Presbyterian  Church  at  its  meeting  in  Liverpool  in  May  1876,  viz. : — 
Dr.  Moody  Stuart,  Moderator  of  last  Assembly,  Mr.  James  C.  Bums, 
minister  of  Kirkliston,  and  George  Smith,  Esq.,  LL.D. 

The  appointment  of  a  Deputation  to  the  Irish  Presbyterian  Church 
requires  to  be  made  at  an  early  diet  of  the  Assembly. 

The  Committee  have  had  under  their  consideration  the  mode  of  con- 
ducting intercourse  with  sister  Churches  by  Deputations,  and  the  arrange- 
ments which  might  be  made  for  the  proper  reception  of  Deputies. 
These  subjects  were  brought  under  their  notice  by  a  report  given  in  to 
them  by  the  Deputation  from  the  Free  Church  Assembly,  which  attended 
the  General  Assembly  of  the  Irish  Presbyterian  Churcli  in  June  1875. 
They  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  suggestions  to  the  consideration  of 
the  Assembly : — 

1.  That  a  gentleman  connected  with  the  Offices  of  the  Church  be  requested 
to  take  charge  of  local  arrangemente  for  the  Deputies  from  England  and  Ireland ; 
and  as  Mr.  Hope,  Secretary  of  the  Colonial  and  Continental  Committees,  has 
been  in  the  habit  of  doing  this  with  regard  to  Colonial  and  Continental  Deputies, 
it  would  be  the  best  arrangement  if  he  were  to  take  charge  of  the  others  too. 
Mr.  Hope  has  kindly  expressed  himself  willing  to  undertake  this. 

2.  That  Mr.  Hope  be  requested  to  ascertain  what  Deputies  are  coming  to 
the  Assembly,  to  make  arrangements  for  their  accommodation  in  Edinburgh, 
to  get  them  introduced  to  the  Moderator  as  soon  as  they  enter  the  Assembly, 
and  be  helpful  to  them  in  any  other  suitable  ways  during  their  stay  in  Edinburgh. 

3.  That  the  Deputation  Seat  be  kept  exclusively  for  Deputies,  and  that  tiie 
officer  of  the  Assembly  be  instructed  to  see  that  this  order  is  complied  with. 
On  days  when  the  Assembly  is  specially  crowded,  this  regulation  to  be  obeenred 
only  tUl  the  Moderator  enters,  or  till  after  the  reading  of  the  minutes. 

12 


Z  REPORT  ON  ASSEMBLY  ARRANOSMKNTS.  XTL 

4.  That  the  Moderator  be  reqaested  to  give  to  the  Deputies  the  emiariit  to  bis 
breakfasts  on  all  the  days  when  they  are  held. 

5.  That  one  of  the  ofBcers  of  the  Assembly  be  appointed  to  aid  Mr.  Hope 
in  showing  due  attention  to  the  Deputies. 

6.  That  the  substance  of  these  regulations  be  printed  in  the  Proceedings  of 
the  first  day  of  the  Assembly,  and  also  on  a  card  to  be  hung  up  in  the  Corridor 
and  Common  Hall. 

The  Committee  further  recommend : — 

That  a  conference  be  held  with  the  Deputies  from  Ireland  and  England  and 
the  Assembly  Arrangements  Committee,  during  the  time  of  the  meetiag  of 
Assembly,  for  considering  the  best  way  of  carrying  on  the  intercourse  of  the 
Churches  for  the  future ;  said  conference  to  consider  whether  the  system  of 
Deputations  be  continued,  or  that  of  corresponding  membership  ;  if  the  Depoti- 
tions  are  continued,  whether  they  should  be  appointed  annually,  or  at  longer 
intervalB ;  whether  the  number  of  speakers  should  be  limited ;  whether  the 
Deputies  should  be  asked  to  take  part  in  mission  conferences,  or  conferences  on 
the  state  of  religion,  or  other  practical  matters. 

II.  Ministers  to  Preach  in  the  Hall — The  Committee  recommend  that 
the  General  Assembly  should  adopt  the  following  as  their  Minute  on  this 
subject : — 

**  The  Assembly  hereby  appoint  Dr.  John  James  Black,  minister  of  the  High 
Church,  Inverness,  to  lecture  and  preach  in  the  Assembly  HaU  in  the  foreoooD ; 
Mr.  John  Hamilton,  minister  of  the  West  Church,  Glasgow,  to  preach  in  the 
afternoon  ;  and  Mr.  John  Macpherson,  minister  of  Hilltown  ChnrcSi,  Dundee,  to 
preach  in  the  evening,  of  Sabbath  21st  May.  They  further  appoint  Mr.  George 
H.  Knight^  minister  at  Dollar,  to  lecture  and  preach  in  the  forenoon  ;  Mr.  Williim 
Balfour,  minister  of  Holyrood  Church,  Edinburgh,  to  preach  in  tlie  afternoon ; 
and  Mr.  John  Macpherson,  minister  at  Lochalsh,  to  preach  in  the  evening,  of 
Sabbath  28th  May. 

"  The  Assembly  ako  instruct  Dr.  Black,  when  preaching  in  the  forenoon  of 
2l8t  May,  to  urge  the  claims  of  the  Society  for  the  Benefit  of  the  Sons  and 
Daughters  of  the  Clergy." 

III.  Mode  of  Reporting  on  Collections. — With  reference  to  the  remit  to 
this  Committee  by  last  General  Assembly,  ''to  consider  whether  some 
more  efficient  method  might  not  be  devised  in  order  to  bring  under  the 
notice  of  the  Assembly  and  of  the  Church  the  result  of  the  CollectioDS 
appointed  to  be  made,  and  to  report," — the  Committee,  having  considered 
the  subject,  recommend  that  the  General  Assembly  should  adopt  the 
following  deliverance : — ''  That  in  addition  to  the  information  furnished 
to  ihe  Clerks  of  Assembly  with  a  view  to  their  submitting  a  Report  to 
the  Assembly  as  to  the  Collections  appointed  to  be  made  in  congre- 
gations, the  Clerks  should  also  be  furnished  with  information  as  to  the 
total  amount  realised  for  each  Scheme,  so  as  to  compare  it  with  the 
amount  realised  on  the  occasion  of  a  previous  Collection,  and  the  Gtenenl 
Treasurer  is  instructed  to  furnish  such  information  in  due  time.*' 

lY.  Time  of  electing  Commissioners  to  Assembly, — The  Committee  hiv- 
ing, in  obedience  to  the  remit  of  last  Assembly,  considered  the  overture 
from  the  Presbytery  of  Strathbogie,  anent  removing  the  limitation  on  the 
election  of  Representatives  to  tibie  Assembly,  which  prescribes  that  the 
election  shall  take  place  between  one  and  eight  o'clock,  beg  to  snbmit, 
and  recommend  ihe  following  Overture  and  Interim  Act : — 
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'*  Whereas  the  requirement  of  Act  VIL,  Assembly  1738,  with  respect  to  the 
election  of  CommissioDers  by  Presbyteries  to  the  Assembly,  that  the  election 
shall  alwa3r8  take  place  between  the  hours  of  one  and  eight  in  the  afternoon,  is 
not  suited  to  existing  circumstances  throughout  the  country,  the  General 
Assembly,  with  consent  of  a  majority  of  Presbyteries,  hereby  enact  and  ordain, 
that  hereafter  the  election  of  Commissioners  to  the  Assembly  by  any  Presbytery 
shall  be  valid  if  made  between  the  hour  of  eleven  o'clock  forenoon,  and  the  hour 
of  eight  o'clock  in  the  evening." 

y.  Cases  Conducted  with  Closed  Doors, — In  obedience  to  remit  of  last 
General  ABsemblj,  ihe  Committee  have  prepared,  and  beg  to  submit,  the 
following  standing  order : — 

"6.  (1.)  That  the  Clerks  of  Assembly  shall  not  issue  the  papers  to  the  members 
of  Assembly,  with  reference  to  cases  which  they  think  require  to  be  conducted 
with  closed  doors,  until  specially  instructed  by  the  Assembly  to  do  so ;  but  shall 
report  such  cases  to  the  Convener  of  the  Business  Committee,  for  its  information, 
immediately  after  its  appointment. 

"  (2.)  That  the  Business  Committee  shall,  in  their  first  report,  specify  any  case 
whidi,  in  their  judgment,  requires  to  be  conducted  with  closed  doors  ;  and  any 
case  which  does  not  appear  to  them  of  that  character,  although  the  clerks  may 
have  reported  it  as  such. 

"(3.)  That^  in  all  cases  thus  reported  on  by  the  Business  Committee,  the 
Assembly  shall  itself  determine,  by  a  special  deliverance,  at  what  stage  of  the 
proceedings  the  papers  shall  be  issued  to  the  members  ;  and 

"  (4.)  That  in  every  case  which  the  Assembly  appoints  to  be  conducted  with 
closed  doors,  the  instruction  to  issue  the  papers  shall  be  accompanied  by  a  special 
exhortation  to  the  members  to  keep  them  private." 

YI.  Representation  of  Presbyteries, — The  Committee  have  intimated  to 
Presbyteries  the  following  changes  for  ihe  present  year  on  ihe  Table  of 
Representation  prepared  by  the  Clerks  and  given  in  to  the  Commission 
in  March  1875  for  the  triennium  then  following : — 

Dunse  and  Chimside, — One  colleague  added.     Representation  four  instead  of 

three, 
Fordyce. — One  charge  and  two  colleagues  added.    Representation  four  instead 

of  three, 
Glasgow, — Five  new  charges  added.     Representation  thUiy  instead  of  twenty- 

eight, 
Selkirk, — ^Two  ministers  added  (transferred  from  Kelso).     Representation /our 

instead  of  ihree, 
Biggar  and  Ped>les,^One  colleague  added.     Representation  three  instead  of  two. 
Deer. —  One  charge  added.    Representation /tw  instead  of  four, 
Islay. —  One  charge  added.     Representation  two  instead  of  one, 
Ellon, — One  charge  added.     Representation  three  instead  of  two, 
Kirkcaldy, — Two  charges  added.     Representation  six  instead  olfive, 

VII.  State  of  Accounts, — Beferrins  to  the  Abstract  enclosed  in  the 
Public  Accounts,  and  comparing  it  with  that  of  the  preyious  year  it  will  be 
seen : — 

1.  As  regards  Income^  that  the  sum  receiyed  for  Tickets  (£411)  is  less 
than  the  sum  for  the  previous  year  bj  £31,  while  the  sum  received  from 
Congregations  for  Assembly  expenses  (£622)  is  £66  more  than  in  the 
previous  year. 

2.  As  regards  Evpenditure^  there  b  on  die  whole  a  considerable 
diminution  Uiis  year  compared  with  the  preceding  year.    The  Branches 
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in  which  the  diminution  occurs  are  Prtniing,  this  year  £506,  lasi  year 
£544.  Deputations  this  year  £141,  last  year  £249.  Committees^  this 
year  £164,  last  year  £259. 

3.  The  result,  therefore,  is  that  while  we  closed  last  year  with  a  debt 
of  £65,  18s.  Id.,  we  close  this  year  with  a  balance  in  Bank  of  £218.  This 
balance,  howeyer,  has  been  reduced  since  the  account  closed,  by  a  payment 
of  £69  of  Agents'  expenses  incurred  in  connection  with  the  oaae  of  Mary- 
kirk,  Stirling. 

In  name^  and  hy  authority  of  the  Committee^ 

H.  WELLWOOD-MONCREIFF, 

Ficc-Conoefier. 


No.  xni. 


Jfr^e   Cfetirtl^  ai  Srotlantr. 


REPORT 


OP 


FIlSrANCE   COMMITTEE. 


MAY    1876. 


The  Finance  Committee  beg  to  lay  before  the  General  Assembly  the 
following  general  statements  regarding  the  finances  of  the  Free  Church 
for  the  year  to  31st  March  1876.  They  have  still  the  pleasure  of 
reporting  that  the  total  amount  received  continues  to  be  in  excess  of 
the  receipts  of  previous  years,  notwithstanding  that  they  were  unusually 
large. 

I. — Balance-Sheet  at  31st  March  1876. 

The  Balance- Sheet  is  as  usual  appended  (Appendix  No.  I.)  to  the 
Report.  As  previously  mentioned,  while  it  gives  a  view  of  the  position 
of  the  various  accounts  at  the  close  of  the  year  as  regards  funds  in  bank, 
and  more  immediately  available,  it  does  not  include  permanent  invest- 
ments; a  rSsumS  of  the  latter  is  given  on  the  last  page  (38)  of  the 
Accounts  of  the  Church.  On  the  Snstentation  Fund  Ledger  the  balance 
on  each  separate  irind  is  at  credit.  When  the  balances  are  smaller  than 
the  balances  of  the  previous  year,  it  Is  owing  entirely  to  permanent  in- 
vestments having  been  made  and  the  balances  in  bank  being  thus  reduced. 
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Od  the  Mission  Ledger  the  balances  are  again  all  at  cre^t  with  one 
exception,  namely,  the  Assembly  Hall  Accoant,  on  which  a  small  Debit 
balance  arises,  and  this  is  owing  to  a  house  adjoining  the  Hall  hsYiog 
been  purchased. 

The  other  balances  appear  not  to  call  for  special  notice.  The  large 
snm  at  the  credit  of  the  Foreign  Mission  Special  Funds  will  soon  be 
required  for  the  continued  expenditure  on  the  Mission  Buildings;  tbe 
other  credit  balances  are  simply  what  are  necessary  for  carrying  on  the 
operations  of  the  Schemes.  As  the  yarious  Oommittees  are  enjoined  not 
to  get  into  debt,  they  must  at  the  close  of  the  year  have  enough  to  meet 

their  engagements  until  new  funds  come  in. 

■ 

II. — General  Charoxs  and  Expenses  of  Committees. 

The  expenses  this  year  are  £280  in  excess  of  the  previous  year's 
expenses.  This  is  owing  to  an  increase  in  Clerks'  Salaries,  and  to 
additional  accommodation  having  been  acquired.  The  expenses  still 
continue  to  form  a  moderate  percentage  on  the  funds  received  and 
administered. 

III. — Oenrral  Collections. 

Collectioiis  made  within  the  period  from  Slat  March  1875 

to  3lBt  March  1876. 


1.  Home  Mission,  in  April  1875> 

2.  Colonial  Mieaion,  in  Jane     „ 

3.  Home  Evangelisation,  in  Angnat  „ 

4.  Church  and  Manae  Building, 

5.  Highlanda,  Biennial,  in  October  1875, 
8.  XMamption  Miniatera,  ^  in  Noyember  „ 

7.  JeW  Converaion,  in  December  „ 

8.  Continent,  in  January  1876, 

9.  CoUegea,  in  February  1876, 


£3,474  17  8 

2,407    1  7 

2,580    3  8 

•  •• 

3,139    8  1 

2,233    4  11 

3,325  16  1 

2,239    0  3 

2,592  19  4 


Sum  of  these,     £21,992  11    7 
10.  Foreign   Miaaiona,   very  partial — ^the  great  bulk  of  our 
Congregationa  aubacribing  through  Aaaociationa — in  July 
1875, 1,013  16  11 

Sinf,    £23,006    8  j 

This  amount  is  £2800  more  than  in  the  previous  year,  owing  to  there 
having  been  one  collection  more.  It  is  remarkable  how  stereotyped  tbe 
amount  of  each  ooUeotion  is ;  indeed  the  amounts  generally  show  a  ftlliog 
off;  the  only  material  increase  being  in  the  case  of  the  Jewish  Scheme. 
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IV. — ^Abstract  of  the  Whole  Funds  raised  during  the  year  1875-76. 

1.  Building  FniidB  — 

General,  inclading  Deht  Extinction,       ....  £92  17     1 

Local, 63,370     1     2 


Together,        £63,462  18     3 

2.  Snatentation — 

General  Fund  (AssociationB,  £166,046, 

68.  9d.) £165,444  11     0 

Capital  Fund 6,364  11     0 

Supplementary  Fund,  .  .         5,199     8     3 

Aged  and  InBrm  Ministers*  Fund,        .         6,504     2     0 
Fre-DisruptioD  Ministers'  Fund,  .         .         2,700    8     9 

Together,        186,213     1     0 

3.  Congregational  Funds, 168,923  10     6 

4.  Education  (including  Government  Grants,  £11,148  98.  5d. ; 

Fees  from  Pupils,  other  Grants,  etc.,  £4,012,  13s.  7d.)  .  20,501     3     5 

5.  College— 

General  Fund,  including  Glasgow  and 

Aberdeen, £7,729  11     6 

Endowment, 5,952     1     0 

Building, 

Bursaries  and  Scholarships,  .         1,110  16     2 

Cunningham  Scholarship   and  Fellow- 
ship,        446  12     3 

Library, 139  17     9 

Together,      15,378  18     8 

6.  Missions — 

Home  Mission  and  Evangelisation,  in- 
cluding Miners'  Mission,         .         .    £16,763  12     3 

Highlands, 9,995     4     1 

Foreign  (Associations,  £11,966  Is.  98. )> 

including  Mission  Buildings'  Fund,        34,463     3     6 

Colonies, 3,728  18     2 

Jews,  including  Mission  Buildings'  Fund,     5,497     1     6 

Continent 5,340  18     8 

Ladies'  Indian  Female  Association,        .       3,477     2    5 

Together,    79,266     0     7 

7.  Mrs.  Peaf  s  and  other  special  Trusts,  so  far  as  not  paid  over 

to  and  included  in  the  above  Funds,      ....  290  13    0 

8.  Greneral  Trustees, 

9.  Assembly  Hall, 414    9     4 

Sum,     £534,450  14     9 

The  Fands  again  show  an  increase  of  £9000  above  the  very  large 
amount  received  during  the  year  before.  Adverting  to  the  details  it  will 
be  found : 

1.  That  there  is  a  decrease  in  the  General  Building  Fund,  because 
there  has  been  no  collection  this  year,  and  an  increase  in  the  Local 
Building  Fund, 

2.  The  Bastentation  Fund  again  shows  an  increase  of  £2300,  and 
this  chiefly  on  the  Associations. 
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3.  The  Congregational  Funds  continue  to  exhibit  a  steady  increase. 

4.  The  Education  Fund  is  nearly  £2350  in  excess  of  the  preceding 
year,  bat  this  arises  entirely  on  the  Normal  School  Funds,  and  on 
Government  and  other  Grants. 

5.  The  College  Funds  show  a  decrease  of  upwards  of  £8520,  owing  to 
the  Endowment  Bequests  not  having  been  so  large. 

6.  Under  the  head  of  Missions  there  is  an  increase  of  upwards  of 
£900,  and  it  is  the  more  satisfactory  that  it  is  very  general.  A  large 
Legacy  for  the  Highlands  has  been  received. 

The  state  of  the  Church's  Funds  continues  to  be  very  encouraging. 

A  more  detailed  Financial  Statement,  prepared  every  fifth  year,  and 
which  should  have  been  prepared  and  submitted  last  year,  is  submitted  to 
the  present  Assembly. 

In  addition  to  the  purely  Financial  matters,  the  Committee  have  to  sub- 
mit to  the  Assembly  for  its  approval  the  arrangements  embodied  in  the 
annexed  ^linutes  (Appendix  No.  11.)  of  the  Committee  and  of  the  Senatus 
of  the  New  College,  with  reference  to  the  house  provided  for  the  Librarian. 
For  some  time  it  has  been  found  that  the  accommodation  in  the  offices 
is  insufficient  for  the  purposes  of  the  committees,  and  for  conveniently 
disposing  dT  the  accumulating  documents  and  books  belonging  to  the 
Church.  On  the  proposal  of  the  present  Librarian  the  use  of  bis  house 
has  been  obtained,  so  long  as  he  holds  that^office,  and  ready  communication 
to  it  from  the  offices  can  easily  be  made,  as  it  forms  part  of  the  same  tene- 
ment. A  rent  of  £50  is  to  be  paid  to  him  as  equivalent  The  Committee 
desire  that  this  arrangement  should  be  made  perpetual,  with  a  view  to 
certain  changes  being  made  in  the  house  which  are  desirable.  The 
Senatus  of  the  New  College  have  given  their  consent  to  this  proposal,  under 
condition  that  the  annual  sum  to  be  paid  is  fixed  by  proper  authority. 
On  this  point  the  Committee  think  it  enough  to  state,  that  the  house  is 
valued  by  the  City  Assessor  at  £60 ;  and  when  it  is  considered  that  the 
Librarian  was  under  the  nece^ity  of  keeping  the  house  in  repair  at  his 
own  expense,  and  of  paying  landlord's  as  well  as  tenant's  taxes,  it  appears 
to  them  that  an  annual  payment  of  £50  in  perpetuity  is  an  ample  equi- 
valent. 

By  authority  of  the  Committee, 


WILLIAM  WOOD,  Convener, 


Edinburgh,  24th  May  1876. 
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APPENDIX    No.  I. 


Balance-Shset  of  Treasurer's  Ledger,  31st  March  1876. 

L — SUSTSNTATION  FUVD  LSDGSB. 


By  Sustentation  Fund,  . 

By  ,,  Capital  Fund,  . 

By  „  Supplementary  Fund, 

By  Aged  and  Infirm  Mmiaters'  Fund, 

By  Miflcellaneous  Accounts, 

To  Bank  of  Scotland,    • 


£66,908     7     1 


je60,790  17 

7 

798  18 

1 

301  3 

0 

1,163  6 

10 

3,864  2 

7 

£66,908    7     1  £66,908    7     1 


U. — Mission  Ledger. 


By  Home  Mission, 

By  Miners'  Mission, 

By  Highland  Mission,     . 

By  Education  Fund, 

By  College  General  Fund, 

By  College  Endowment  Fund,  . 

By  Bursary  Fund, 

By  Davidson  Trust,      ^ . 

By  Cunningham  Lectureship,     . 

By  Foreign  Missions,     . 

By  Foreign  Special  Funds, 

By  Colonial  Churches,  . 

By  Jews'  Conversion,     . 

By  Church  Building  Fund, 

By  Manse  Fund, 

By  Pre-Disruption  Ministers*  Fund, 

To  Assembly  Hall, 

By  Continental  Fund,    . 

By  Smieton  Trust, 

By  Balance  of  sundry  accounts. 

To  Bank  of  Scotland,    . 


£6,972 

6 

0 

2,661 

6 

5 

3,607 

10 

5 

1,667 

2 

7 

35 

14 

69 

1 

8 

210 

9 

10 

4 

6 

0 

147 

4 

5 

1,309 

3 

4 

13,464  10  10 

3,652 

12 

10 

3,471 

19 

4 

1,077 

1 

1 

109 

0 

10 

353 

13 

2 

£100  14     1 


44,782    3  10 


•  • 

966 

» >  •  • 

17 

10 

102 

2 

2 

5,121 

•  • 

14 

•  •  *  • 

9 

£44,882  17  11  £44,882  17  11 


APPENDIX  No.   IL 

Extract  from  Minute  of  Finance  Committee, 
dated  1st  March  1876. 


Thx  Committee  resumed  consideration  of  the  arrangement  referred  to  in  their 
Minute  of  l7th  November  1874,  by  which  the   Librarian's  house  has  been 
obtained,  for  the  pnriK>ses  specified  in  that  Minute,  upon  payment  of  a  rent  of  £50 
13  B 
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to  BeT.  Jolm  Laiiig,  the  present  libnurian  of  the  New  College.  They  find  that 
it  is  desirable  to  mal^e  certain  alterations  in  the  house  in  order  to  make  it  more 
■nitable  for  these  purposes ;  and  in  particnlar  that  it  is  importsnt  to  proYide  a 
commodions  fire-proof  safe,  which  they  are  advised  may  yery  readily  and  without 
great  expense  be  done  by  doing  away  with  Ihe  staircase  of  the  hoose,  and  oon- 
verting  part  of  it  into  a  safe. 

In  order  to  aocompliah  these  objects  it  is  necessary  that  the  arrangement  made 
with  Mr.  Laing,  whidi  is  only  a  tempocary  one,  terminable  on  his  death  or  demis- 
sion of  ofiice,  should  be  made  permanent--that  is  to  say,  that  the  right  to  the 
occupancy  of  the  house  by  the  Librarian  shall  be  commuted  for  the  payment  to 
him  of  an  annual  sum,  and  the  house  shall  be  permanently  added  to  ihe  Office 
premises  of  the  Free  Church. 

On  refening  to  the  Report  and  Memorandum,  by  Mr.  John  Maitland,  in 
December  1861»  in  which  he  expresses  his  feelings  and  wishes  with  reference  to 
the  use  and  occupation  of  the  building  at  the  head  of  the  Mound,  then  nearly 
completed,  the  Committee  find  the  following  sentences :— "  I  assume  further  that 
the  charge  and  management  of  it  (the  new  bnildings)  must  of  necessity  be  intruBted 
by  the  Church  to  the  care  of  some  committee,  and  what  is  now  needed,  I  assume, 
ii,  that  the  purposes  often  already  mentioned  by  me  at  meetings  or  in  conversa- 
tion, should  be  pot  into  writing  for  the  guidance  of  that  committee  at  gtarUng" 
..."  in  the  event  of  the  Librarian  desiring  not  to  occupy  the  house  himself,  I 
conceive  that  the  committee  intrusted  by  &e  Church  with  the  care  of  the  pro- 
perty, should  be  empowered  either  to  exercise  a  veto  in  the  selection  of  the  tenant, 
as  wdl  as  in  reference  to  the  purpose  to  which  the  house  shall  be  applied,  or  they 
should  just  have  full  power,  in  such  circumstances,  to  make  such  arrangements  ai 
they  see  fit,  and  account  to  the  Librarian  for  the  rent" 

It  appears  to  the  Committee  that  the  views  thus  expressed  by  Mr.  Maitland  not 
only  completely  warrant  the  arrangement  which  has  already  been  made  with  Mr. 
Laing,  but  indicate  his  desire  that  it  should  be  competent  to  the  Committee,  and 
witlmi  their  discretion,  permanently  to  change  the  destination  and  use  of  the 
Librarian's  house  in  the  manner  now  contemplated.  Of  course  the  exweiae  of 
such  power  or  dtscretion  by  the  Committee  must  depend  on  cireiunstanoes,  and 
especiaUy  apon  the  consent  and  concurrence  of  all  the  parties  interested.  They 
further  think  it  expedient  that  the  sanction  of  the  O^eral  Assembly  shall  be 
obtained. 

With  a  view  to  making  application  to  the  next  General  Aasembly,  the  Com- 
mittee direct  that  an  Extract  of  this  Minute  and  of  their  Minute  of  17thNovember 
1874  be  sent  to  the  Senatns  of  the  New  College,  with  whom  they  have  already 
had  a  conference  on  this  snbject»  and  that  the  Senatns  be  requested,  if  they 
approve  of  the  proposal  now  made,  to  pass  a  Minute  to  that  efifeot  to  aocompaoy 

the  Memorial  of  this  Committee. 

» 

EXTBAOT  MnillTB  OF  SeNATUB  OF  THE  NeW  GolLEOB. 

Seitatb  Hal£»  New  College,  AprU  11, 1876. 
The  Senatns  of  the  New  College  being  met,  and  duly  constituted,  mUr  aliOf 
the  following  Extract  from  Minutes  of  the  Finance  Board  was  submitted  (as  on 
this  and  the  preceding  page) : — 

"The  Senatns  having  considered  the  proposed  application  to  the  General 
Assembly  on  the  psrt  of  the  Finance  Committee,  resolve^  that  they  see  no  objection 
to  an  arrangement  in  virtueof  which  the  Librarian's  house  may  become  available  for 
the  Committees  of  the  Church.  But  they  respectfully  direct  the  attention  of  the 
General  Assembly  to  the  circumstance  that  the  sum  of  fifty  ponnds  a  year  wai 
originally  fixed  by  private  agreement  between  the  Finance  Committee  and  the 
existing  librarian.  With  a>  view  to  an  arrangement  which  is  to  affect  fntore 
Librarians  and  to  be  permanent,  it  may  be  right  to  take  independent  means  to 
ascertain  that  the  sum  offered  is  an  adequate  compensation.'* 

Extracted*  from  the  Records  of  the  New  College  Senatus  by 

-     J.  DUNS,  Seantarji' 


No.  XIV. 
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PUBLICATIONS   COMMITTEE 


MAY    1876. 


The  Periodicals  under  the  charge  of  the  Committee  are  now  three  io 
ntimber;  the  Monthly  Record^  the  Children's  Record,  and  the  Ocielie 
Record,  which  is  published  quarterly.  For  1874-6  the  average  monthly 
circulation  of  the  Record  was  38,500,  being  the  largest  circulation  to 
which  it  had  ever  attained.  During  the  past  year  it  has  increased  by 
1500,  and  now  stands  at  40,000. 

The  same  satisfactory  report  falls  to  be  made  regarding  the  Children's 
Record.  Its  highest  circulation  was  stated  last  year,  when  it  stood  at 
60,000.  A  separate  additional  impression  of  10,000  monthly  was  at  that 
time  taken  by  the  English  Presbyterian  Church.  This  had  in  December 
last  increased  to  11,000,  when  it  was  discontinued;  that  Church,  in 
prospect  of  the  contemplated  Union,  having  resolved  to  issue  a  similar 
publication  of  their  own.  There  has,  however,  been  an  increase  of  3000 
in  the  regular  issue,  which  is  now  63,000  monthly. 

Only  two  numbers  of  the  Gaelic  Record  had  appeared  previous  to  last 
Assembly,  and  the  circulation  reached  was  1600.  Since  then  it  has 
appeared  regularly  every  quarter,  and  it  has  reached  a  circulation  of 
2495.  This  increase  is  largely  due  to  the  warm  interest  taken  in  the 
periodical  by  a  few  generous  friends  of  the  Highlands,  whose  active 
efforts  and  liberal  aid  the  Committee  would  thankfully  acknowledge. 
At  the  same  time,  it  should  be  borne  ii\  mind  that  this  periodical  is  still 
on  trial.  The  Committee  must  again  ask  the  Assembly  to  provide,  as 
was  done  last  year,  for  the  extra  expense  necessarily  incurred  in  connection 
with  it.  And  the  question  remains  open  for  consideration,  whether  the 
14 
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expense  so  incnrred  is  fhllj  wamoted  by  tbe  interest  taken  in  it  by  tlie 
Ghielic-reading  members  of  the  Cbnrcb.  Another  year,  with  a  somewhat 
different  arrangement  for  printing  and  circulating  it,  will  probably  suffice 
for  determining  this  question.  To  make  it  a  decided  success,  the  ministers 
and  office-bearers  of  Gaelic-reading  congr^;ation8  must  come  to  the  help 
of  the  Committee,  by  promoting  its  circulation.  Embracing  aa  it  does 
translations  of  the  choicest  communications  contained  in  the  Hecord^  and 
under  the  editorial  superintendence  of  Dr.  M'Lauchlan,  it  cannot  fail  to 
impart  a  more  intelligent  and  lively  interest  in  the  work  of  the  Church 
wherever  it  is  read. 

The  character  of  the  publications  circulating  in  the  Church  is  a  matter 
of  the  highest  importance.  The  Committee  rejoice  that  they  are  oom- 
mending  themselves  in  an  ever-increasing  degree.  But  they  would  ouoe 
more  appeal  to  every  minister  and  office-bearer  to  aid  in  making  their 
circulation  more  nearly  universal  among  our  congregations  and  iinnilieB. 

ALEX.  CnSIN,  Convener. 
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Tux  total  number  of  Students  who  passed  the  Entrance  Board- 
Examinations  on  the  28th  and  29fch  of  Jidy,  and  on  tfie  29th  and  30th 
of  October  1875,  is  43.  Of  these,  there  passed  at  Edinburgh,  21 ;  at 
Glasgow,  15 ;  and  at  Aberdeen,  7.  As  compared  with  the  previous  year, 
there  is  an  increase  to  the  number  of  7. 

The  total  number  of  Students  who  passed  the  Exit  Board-Examination 
on  the  6th  of  November  1875,  and  on  the  30th  of  March  1876,  is  39. 
Of  these,  there  passed  at  Edinburgh,  22 ;  at  Glasgow,  13  ;  and  at  Aber- 
deen, 4.  As  compared  with  the  previous  year,  there  is  a  falling  off  to 
the  number  of  1. 

The  names  of  both  classes  of  Students  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix. 

In  addition  to  the  ordinary  business  of  the  Board,  special  attention  has, 
during  the  past  year,  been  directed  to  the  object  of  making  both  the 
Entrance  and  Exit  Examinations  as  efficient  as  possible,  as  regards  both 
the  preparation  and  the  estimate  of  the  papers  put  into  the  hands  of  the 
Students.  The  Assembly  is  aware  that  the  Board  had  been,  for  some 
time,  recommending  the  appointment  of  paid  Examiners  as  one  of  the 
means  best  calculated  to  secure  that  efficiency,  and  that  by  the  decision 
of  last  Assembly  the  Board  was  authorised  to  expend  not  more  than  £60 
annually  for  that  end.  As  the  result  of  that  decision,  the  following  ap- 
pointments have  been  made  with  a  view  to  the  Exit  Examination  : — 

The  Rev.  James  Matthew,  of  Haddington,  as  Examiner  in  Apologetics 
and  Natural  Science ;  the  Rev.  Lems  Davidson,  of  Ruthcrglen,  as  Ex- 
aminer in  Systematic  Theology,  and  on  the  subjects  which  fall  under  the 
Third  Head  of  the  Theological  Examination ;  the  Rev.  G.  G.  Cameron, 
of  Free  St.  John's,  Glasgow,  as  Examiner  ia  Hebrew ;  the  Rev.  S.  D.  F. 
Salmond,  of  Barry,  as  Examiner  in  Church  History  and  Greek ;  and  the 
Rev.  J.  G.  Cunningham,  of  Lochwinnooh,  as  Examiner  in  Latin  and 
Biblical  Theology. 

From  the  Board's  Report  for  last  year,  the  Assembly  will  be  aware 
that,  conjointly  with  the  paid  Examiners,  the  Professors  of  the  different 
15 
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subjects  eolbraced  in  the  Exit  Examination  take  part  in  the  preparation 
of  Uie  papers,  and,  if  need  be,  in  the  valuing  of  them.  In  the  discharge 
of  this  duty,  the  Professors  at  the  three  colleges  in  turn  act  with  the 
paid  Examiners.  The  Exit  Examination  for  Session  1875-6  was  conducted 
in  the  mode  thus  described,  and  conducted  successfully. 

As  the  Entrance  Examination  occurred  so  early  after  the  decision  of 
last  Assembly,  the  Board  was  unable  to  appoint  paid  Examiners  for 
Students  entering  the  Hall  for  last  Session.  The  Board  is  now,  however, 
enabled  to  intimate  th)e  following  appointments : — 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Nicolson,  of  Linlithgow,  to  be  Examiner  in  Latin  and 
Greek ;  the  Rev.  James  Innes,  of  Panbride,  to  be  Examiner  in  Hebrew 
and  Scripture  History ;  the  Rev.  John  Dunlop,  of  Dundee,  to  be  Ex- 
aminer in  Logic  and  Philosophy ;  and  the  Rev.  James  Matthew,  of  Had- 
dington, to  be  Examiner  in  Mathematics  and  Natural  Philosophy. 

In  addition  to  these  paid  Examiners,  the  Assembly  will  be  aware,  from 
last  year's  Report,  of  the  Board's  resolution  to  appoint  Assessors — not 
connected  with  any  of  the  three  colleges — ^to  act  along  with  the  paid 
Examiners  in  the  preparation  of  the  papers,  and  in  estimating  all  of  them 
which  fall  below  the  minimum  of  40.  The  following  appointments  have 
been  niade : — 

The  Rev.  J.  G.  Mackintosh,  for  the  examination  in  Latin  and  Greek; 
the  Rev.  James  H.  Wilson,  for  the  examination  in  Hebrew  and  Scripture 
History ;  the  Rev.  John  Henderson,  of  Coatbridge,  for  the  examination 
in  Logic  and  Philosophy ;  and  Dr.  Thomas  Smith,  for  the  examination  in 
Mathematics  and  Natural  Philosophy. 

In  connection  with  the  efficiency  of  the  Entrance  Examination,  the 
Board  has  had  under  consideration  the  desirableness  of  having  some  pro- 
vision made  for  the  teaching  of  Hebrew  at  the  four  University  seats,  such 
that  Students  in  the  last  year  of  the  Arts'  course  might  avail  themselves 
of  it.  The  following  motion,  made  by  Mr.  Salmond,  was  adopted  and 
ordered  to  be  transmitted  to  the  Assembly  as  part  of  the  Board's  Report:— 

'*  That  provision  be  made  for  the  teaching  of  Hebrew  at  the  wvenl  Uniyenitf 
seats,  with  the  view  of  enabling  Students,  who  contemplate  passing  the  Entnuioe 
Examination,  to  attend  preparatoiy  dasses  during  the  last  year  of  the  Aiti' 
curriculum.*' 

The  provision  above  alluded  to  already  exists,  and  has  long  existed,  in 
Edinburgh.  It  does  not  appear  that  there  is  any  serious  difficulty  in  the 
way  of  its  adoption  at  the  other  University  seats. 

With  the  view  of  giving  greater  publicity  to  its  examinations,  the  Board 

has  adopted  the  following  resolution,  proposed  by  Professor  Gandlish : — 

"  That  the  papers  of  queetions  on  the  various  subjects  at  the  Entrance  and 
Exit  Examinations  be  printed  in  the  College  Calendar  each  year." 

In  the  view  of  all  these  arrangements,  some  of  which  have  been  carried 
out  during  the  past  year,  and  all  of  which  will  be  carried  out  in  future, 
the  Board  will  be  able  successfully  to  do  the  work  for  which  it  was  ap- 
pointed, provided  that  the  Board  shall  receive  the  cordial  support  and 
oo-operation  of  the  Ohurch  in  reference  to  its  decisions. 

In  name  of  ihe  EamincUion  Board, 

ALEXANDER  WHYTE, 

Convener. 
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I. — LIST  OF  Students  who  passed  the  Entrance  Board-Examination 

in  Jnly  and  October  1875. 


1.  Abel,  R. 

2.  Aitken,  Alexander. 

3.  Anderson,  Thomas  S. 

4.  AndreM%  Adam. 

5.  Barbonr,  Robert  W. 

6.  Barry,  Francis  R. 

7.  Brown,  David. 

8.  Bumside,  Alexander  J. 

9.  Connan,  DanieL 

10.  Craig,  William. 

1 1.  Gardiner,  G. 

12.  Gillies,  David. 

13.  GiUies,  J.  K. 

14.  Grant,  John  Charles. 

15.  Greig,  Charles  E. 

16.  mil,  Robert. 

17.  Keith,  Charles. 

18.  Lawrence,  William  Gordon. 

19.  Lo:w,  William. 

20.  Lnndie,  Robert  A. 

21.  M*aean,  Robert 

22.  M'Gregor,  Peter. 


23.  M'Growther,  R. 

24.  Mlver,  Donald. 
26.  Mackay,  A. 

26.  M'Kenzie,  John  H. 

27.  M*Kenzie,  Hector. 

28.  Maclachlan,  Neil  D. 

29.  Macleish,  Archibald  L. 

30.  M*Leod,  Dnncan. 

31.  M*Nair,  J.  V. 

32.  Miller,  William  J. 

33.  Porvies,  David. 

34.  Russell,  J.  A. 

35.  Salmond,  C.  A. 

36.  Scott,  A.  Murray. 

37.  Scott,  James. 

38.  Smith,  George  Adam. 

39.  Sorley,  W.  R. 

40.  Speirs,  Ebenezer  R. 

41.  Stewart^  Peter. 

42.  Tait,  Gavin  J. 

43.  Warrick,  John. 


IL — LIST  OF  Students  who  passed  the  Exit  Board- Examination  in 

November  1875  and  March  1876. 


1.  Beattie,  W.  D. 

2.  Blake,  Buchanan. 

3.  Brown,  William  Panton. 

4.  Collins,  Thomas. 

5.  Cook,  Donald. 

6.  Cununing,  Alexander. 

7.  Dodds,  George  T. 

8.  Eaton,  David. 

9.  FLsher,  Peter. 

10.  Fleming,  D.  W.  R 

11.  Forrest,  James. 

12.  Gall,  John. 

13.  Georgeson,  John  G. 

14.  Grieve,  A.  C. 

15.  Halliday,  James. 

16.  Hewitt,  David  R. 

17.  Kelso,  Donald. 

18.  Leitch,  John. 

19.  M<Coll,  John. 

20.  M'Leod,  Ewen. 


21.  M'Leod,  G.  G. 

22.  MacPhee,  Alexander  S. 

23.  MacRae,  Duncan. 

24.  Macrae,  John  F. 

25.  MacTaggart,  James  C. 

26.  M'Tavish,  Archibald. 

27.  Moir,  A.  F.  A. 

28.  Monro,  George  R 

29.  Murray,  Andrew. 

30.  Murray,  Thomas. 

31.  Paton,  James  A. 

32.  Philips  James. 

33.  Roberton,  A.  L 

34.  Smith,  Crawford. 

35.  Steven,  George. 

36.  Thomson,  Peter. 

37.  Wood,  John. 

38.  Yoimg,  David  Doig. 

39.  Yule,  Alexander. 


No.  XVI. 


Jfree  €^nxc\i  ai  S^tailKnlu. 


REPORT 


ON 


DISTEIBUTION  AND   EMPLOYMENT   OF 

PROBATIONERS. 


MAY    1876. 


The  Ck)MMiTTE£  for  the  DistribntioD  and  Employment  of  Probationers 
have  only  a  very  brief  report  to  make  to  the  General  Assembly.  So  far 
as  they  know,  the  arrangements  made  by  the  Assembly  of  1874  seem  to 
have  given  satisfaction  to  the  probationers. 

The  number  of  Congregations  which  have  complied  with  the  Act  of 
the  Assembly  in  applying  to  the  Committee  for  a  supply  of  probationers 
by  rotation  has  been  slightly  greater  than  the  number  of  those  that  did 
so  last  year, — ^26  against  24.  But  there  have  been  a  considerable  number 
that  have  not  so  complied.  The  Committee  have  no  means  of  ascertaining 
how  the  Presbyteries  have  fulfilled  the  duty  imposed  upon  them  by  Act  of 
Assembly,  to  ascertain  the  reasons  of  non-compliance  with  the  course  pre- 
scribed in  the  Act  The  Committee  would  submit  to  the  Assembly  to 
consider  whether  they  should  not  now  renew  their  instructions  to  Con- 
gregations and  Presbyteries  to  comply  with  the  provisions  of  the  Act 

During  the  year  115  appointments  have  been  made  to  vacancies,  but 
from  various  causes  some  of  these  have  not  held.  Only  85  probationers 
have  actually  officiated,  in  26  vacant  Congregations,  by  appointment  of 
the  Committee;  of  these,  5  have  been  called,  who,  in  all  probability, 
would  not  have  come  into  contact  with  the  Congregations  which  have 
called  but  for  the  action  of  the  Committee.  At  the  beginning  of  the  year 
85  probationers  were  on  the  list,  and  during  the  year  33  have  been  added 
by  license,  in  all  118.     Of  these, 

23  have  been  called  to  charges  in  Free  Church. 
1        „  „  „  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church. 

3        „  „  „  English  Presbyterian  Church. 

5        „  „  „  Colonial. 

1  left  Church ;  entered  the  Church  of  England. 
1  dead. 

34,  leaving  84  still  on  the  list 
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It  would  appear,  therefore,  that  the  present  supply  is  almost  exactly 
equal  to  the  present  demand.  The  Gommittee  very  earnestly  hope  that 
both  will  increase  :  the  former,  through  the  enlargement  of  the  operations 
of  the  Church  at  home  and  abroad ;  and  the  latter,  through  an  increase 
of  zeal  among  the  youth  of  our  land. 

The  Gommittee  have  only  further  to  state  that  the  recommendatiou 
made  by  last  Assembly  to  the  Assembly  Arrangements  Committee  haye 
been  satisfactorily  carried  out  to  the  extent  that  a  comfortable  and_  suit- 
able apartment  has  been  giyen  to  the  exclusive  use  of  the  Committee  in  the 
Free  Church  Offices.  The  list  of  probationers,  with  various  ^articulan 
of  information,  is  now  available  for  the  purposes  which  the  Assembly 
designed  it  to  serve,  and  to  a  considerable  extent  it  is  resorted  to  by 
Conveners  and  Secretaries  of  Committees,  and  by  Ministers  and  office- 
bearers interested  in  Stations  or  vacant  Charges. 

THOS.  SMITH,  CmveMr. 
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LIST  OF  PROBATIONERS. 


91 
9f 
»» 


1.  Mr. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6..  ^, 

7.    „ 

8. 

9. 
10. 
11. 
12. 
13. 
14. 
15. 
16. 
17. 
18. 
19. 
20. 
21. 
22. 
23. 
24. 


i» 

99 
99 
99 
99 
99 
99 
99 
99 
99 
99 
99 
99 
99 
99 
99 
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Thomas  Andrew. 

Robert  Whyte,  MA. 

Duncan  Macaulay. 

John  Ferrie. 

John  Brown  Reid,  M.A. 

John  Macaulay. 

James  Douglas. 

James  Kennedy,  M.A.,  B.D. 

David  Gordon,  M.  A 

John  Urquhart 

Donald  Mackintosh. 

James  B.  Ban*. 

James  Glen  Kippen,  M.  A 

William  Keith,  M.  A 

John  Macpherson. 

James  C.  Laing. 

Robert  Ross. 

John  Wilson. 

Alexander  Brown,  M.A. 

W.  M'Killiam,  M.A 

George  Rose. 

James  Maltman,  M.  A 

Peter  Brown. 

John  C.  Connell. 


25.  Mr. 

26. 

27. 

28. 

29. 

30. 

31. 

32. 

33. 

34. 

35. 

36. 

37. 

38. 

39. 

40. 

41. 

42. 

43. 

44. 

45. 

46. 

47. 

48. 


99 

99 

91 

99 

99 

99 

99 

99 

99 

99 

99 

99 

99 

99 

9f 

99 

99 

99 

99 

99 

19 

99 

99 


Robert  Niveo. 

Ebenexer  M*Lean. 

John  £.  Fraser. 

Alexander  M'Dianmd,  MA. 

Alexander  M.  Ramsay. 

John  Rae,  M.A 

George  Williams. 

R.  Macnair. 

Duncan  Black. 

William  Strachan. 

James  Paterson. 

Robert  Murdoch. 

Alexander  MacnWIl 

Peter  Yule. 

James  Mavor. 

Alexander  West. 

Alexander  Simpson,  M.  A,  ED. 

Alexander  K.  i^'DowalL 

Henry  G.  Shepherd. 

James  Angus. 

John  CampbelL 

Robert  Thornton. 

James  Fenton. 

Alexander  Wright. 
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49. 

Mr. 

D.  A.  Mackionon,  M.A. 

67. 

Mr. 

Joaeph  Forrest. 

50. 

If 

David  B.  Dow,  M.A. 

68. 

ff 

D.  S.  Smith. 

51. 

ft 

James  Wallace. 

69. 

ff 

D.  W.  Kennedy, 

52. 

ff 

John  Rna^ell,  M.A. 

70. 

ff 

Archibald  Rnaaell,  M.A. 

53. 

ff 

Jamea  Paton,  M.A. 

71. 

ff 

William  G.  StilL 

54. 

ff 

George  Milne. 

72. 

ff 

Alexander  Arga 

55. 

f» 

Alexander  Bast.    . 

73. 

ff 

Franda  W.  Stuart. 

56. 

ff 

Jamea  Calder. 

74. 

ff 

Jacob  Lmklater,  M.A. 

67. 

}i 

William  Anderson. 

75. 

ff 

Matthew  G.  Campbell,  M.A. 

58. 

ff 

Archibald  BelL 

76. 

ff 

Robert  Kay. 

59. 

ff 

William  Fnllarton,  BIA. 

77. 

ff 

Andrew  Morris. 

60. 

ff 

John  Craig. 

78. 

ff 

John  Hanson,  M.A. 

61. 

ff 

D.  J.  Martin. 

79. 

ff 

Thomas  Adamson,  M.A. 

62. 

ff 

John  F.  Ewing. 

80. 

ff 

Alexander  Tait. 

63. 

ff 

Walter  Macfarhme. 

81. 

ff 

John  Smith. 

64. 

ff 

D.  D.  Ormand. 

82. 

ff 

W.  B.  Alexander. 

65. 

ff 

Alexander  Lobban. 

83. 

ff 

James  Forrest. 

66. 

ff 

Jamea  Gray. 

84. 

ff 

Donald  Cook. 
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The  lamented  death  of  Dr  Lnmsden  created  two  YacancioB  in  the 
College  at  Aberdeen.  It  became  the  duty  of  this  Gommitijpe  accordingly, 
in  terms  of  Act  X.,  Assembly  1859,  to  invite  the  Presbyteries  and  Synods 
of  the  Church,  if  they  saw  cause,  to  propose  for  both  offices  names  which 
might  be  brought  before  the  General  Assembly,  viz.  :  (1.)  For  the  office 
of  Principal  of  the  College ;  and  (2.)  For  the  office  of  the  Professor  of 
Systematic  Theology  there. 

Betums  have  been  received  from  63  Presbyteries  and  10  Synods. 
Three  names  have  been  proposed  for  the  vacant  office  of  Principal,  viz. : — 

(1.)  Dr.  David  Brown  of  Aberdeen,  by  58  Presbyteries  and  9 

Synods. 
(2.)  Dr.  William  Binnie  of  Aberdeen,  by  5  Presbyteries* 
(3.)  Dr.  Watts  of  Belfast,  by  2  Presbyteries. 

Eight  names  have  been  proposed  for  the  vacant  Professorship,  viz.  :— 

(1.)  Mr.  Salmond  of  Barry,  by  49  Presbyteries  and  10  Synods.. 

(2.)  Mr.  Henderson  of  Coatbridge,  by  30  Presbyteries  and  7 

Synods. 

(3.)  Mr.  Bannerman  of  Dalkeith,  by  19  Presbyteries  and  5  Synods. 

(4.)  Dr.  Watts  of  Belfast,  by  5  Presbyteries. 

(5.)  Mr.  Mitchell  of  East  Kilbride,  by  2  Presbyteries  and  1  Synod. 
17 
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(6.)  Dr.  Goold  of  Edinburgh,  by  1  Presbytery. 
(7.)  Dr.  T.  Smith  of  Edinburgh,  by  1  Presbytery. 
(8.)  Mr.  Murdoch  of  Pitsligo,  by  1  Presbytery. 

The  Committee  agreed  not  to  recommend  any  name  to  the  Assembly. 

A  Memorial,  signed  by  Elders  of  the  Presbytery  of  Aberdeen,  regarding 
the  election  to  the  Principalship  there,  was  read.  The  Committee,  tikiog 
into  consideration  that  they  are  appointed  to  receive  communications  from 
Presbyteries  and  Synods  only,  and  fhrther,  that  the  Memorial  in  qnestioo 
should  pass  to  the  Assembly  through  the  Committee  on  Bills,  resoWe  to 
take  no  action  in  the  matter. 

ALEX.  BEITH,  Convener, 


TABULAR   STATEMENT. 

PBESBYTBBIES. 

7%e  names  are  given  in  the  order  in  whkh  they  occur  in  the  Bxtraet  MkmUa 

qf  Retume  respectively. 


PBE8BTTERIE8. 

PRINCIPAL. 

1 
PROFRH80IL 

I.  Aberdeen 

Dr.  Brown. 

Mr.  Bannerman,  Mr.  Sal- 
mond,  Mr.  Hendenoo. 

2.  AbeHour  

Dr.  Brown. 

Mr.  Banoerman. 

3.  Ahemethu    

Dr.  Brown. 
Dr.  Brown. 

Mr.  Salmond. 

4.  Ahertarf 

Mr.  Salmond. 

5.  Alford 

Dr.  Brown. 

Dr.  WatU,  Mr.  Salmood, 
Mr.  Hendenon.            , 

6.  Afhroath 

Dr.  Brown. 

Mr.  Salmond. 

7.  Auehterarder  

Dr.  Brown. 

Mr.  Baanerman,  Mr.  Sal- 
mond. 

8.  Ayr  

Dr.  Brown. 

Dr.  Watt,  Mr.  Safanond. 

d.  BtggarandPtehles.: 

Dr.  Binnie. 

Mr.  Henderson. 

10.  Breadalbane  

11.  Brechin    

Dr.  Watts. 

Dr.  Watts.                        i 

12.  CaUhncss 

Dr.  Brown. 

Mr.  Henderson,  Mr.  Sal- 1 
mond. 

13*  OhamonrM,, 

Dr.  Brown. 

Mr.  RATinArmAn.  M'-  Hen- 

dereon,    Mr.  Salmood, 
Dr.  Watts. 

14.  Ouipar 

Dr.  Brown  and  Dr.  Binnie. 

Mr.  Salmond     Mr.  Bao- 

nerman,  and  Mr.  Hen- 

derson. 

15.  DaXkeiih 

Dr.  Brown. 

Mr.  Henderson.  Mr.  Ban- 

nerman,  Mr.  Salmond. 

•16.  Deer 

Dr.  Brown. 

Mr   Mnrdoch.                      i 

17.  DingwaU 

18.  Dornoch  

Dr.  Brown. 

\fr    flftlmond. 

• 
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PRINCIPATfc 

PB0FEB80R. 

19.  Dumbarton 

Dr.  Brown. 

Mr.  Sftlmond,   Mr.  Hen- 
derson. 

20.  Dumfries 

Dr.  Browu. 

Mr.  Henderson,  Mr.  Ban- 
nerman,  Mr.  Salmond. 

21.  Dunblane 

22.  Dundee    

Dr.  Brown.              • 

Mr.  Salmond. 

23.  DunfermUne    

Dr.  Brown. 

Mr.  Bannerman  Mr.  Mit- 

chell. 

24.  Dunkeld  

. 

, 

25.  Dunoon  db  Inveraray 

Dr.  Brown. 

Mr.  Salmond,  Mr.  Hen- 
derson, Mr.  Bannerman. 

26.  Dunae  and  Ckimeide 

Dr.  Watte. 

Dr.  Watts. 

27.  Edinburgh  

Dr.,  Brown. 

Mr.  Henderson,  Mr.  Sal- 

• 

mond,  Mr.  Bannerman. 

28.  Elain 

Dr.  Brown. 
Dr.  Brown. 

Mr.  Henderson. 

Mr.  Salmond,  Mr.  Banner- 

29.  BU(m    

man,  Mr.  Henderson. 

80.  Fordoun  

Dr.  Brown. 

Mr.  Salmond. 

31.  F(yrdyce   

Dr.  Brown. 

Mr.  Bannerman. 

S2.  Forfar  .s 

Dr.  Brown. 

Mr    SAlmnnH 

33.  Forr€9 

34.  Oarioch    

Dr.  Brown. 

Mr.  Henderson,  Mr.  Ban- 
nerman, Mr.  Salmond. 

35.  Olaggow 

Dr.  Brown. 

Mr.  Salmond.  * 

36.  Cfreenock 

Dr.  Brown. 

Mr.  Henderson,  Mr.*^  Sal- 
mond. 

37.  Haddington  db  Dwnbar 

38.  Hamilton 

Dr.  Brown. 

39.  Invemese 

Dr.  Brown. 

Mr.  Salmond. 

40.  Imne  

Dr.  Brown. 

Mr.  Salmond. 

41.  Jslay 

Dr.  Brown. 

Mr.  Henderson. 

42.  Jedburgh 

Dr.  Brown. 

Mr.  Salmond,  Mr.  Banner- 
man,  Mr.  Henderson. 

43.  Kelio  and  Lauder  ... 

Dr.  Brown. 

Mr.  Salmond. 

44.  Kincardine  O'NeU.., 

Dr.  Brown. 

Mr.  Henderson. 

45.  Kinroee    

Dr.  Brown. 

Mr.  Salmond. 

46.  Kintyre    

Dr.  Binnie. 

47.  Kirkcaldy    

Mr.  Salmond. 

48.  Kirkcudbright 

Dr.  Brown. 

Mr.  Salmond,  Mr.  Hender- 

49.  Lanark    

oUIl. 

50.  Lewis   

Dr.  Brown. 

Mr.  Salmond,  Mr.  Hender- 

51.  Linlithgoto  

Dr.  Brown. 

son. 
Mr.  Bannerman,  Mr.  Hen- 
derson, Mr.  Salmond. 

52.  Lochcarron 

53.  Lockerbie 

Dr.  Brown. 

Mr.  Henderson,  Mr.  Sal- 
mond, Dr.  Smith,  Mr. 

Bannerman. 

64.  Ijom»» 

55.  MdqU  

56.  Mvil 

Dr.  Brown. 

Mr.  Henderson. 

57.  Nairn  

Dr.  Brown. 

Mr.  Salmond. 

58.  Orkney 

Dr.  Brown. 

Mr.  Bannerman. 

59.  PaieUy 

Dr.  Brown. 

Mr.  Salmond,  Mr.  Hen- 
derson. 

60.  Penpont    

Dr.  Brown. 

Mr.  Henderson,  Mr.  Sal- 
'   mond. 

61.  Perth 

Dr.  Brown 

Mr.  Salmond. 
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ALEX.  BEITH,  Convener. 


No.  xvm. 


Jfrie*  C^ttrjt^  0f  S^tailunk 


REPORT 

BY  THE 

ASSEMBLY   HALL   COMMITTEE. 


MAY    18  76. 


The  GoMMiTt££  beg  to  report  that  they  have  at  length  been  able  to 
procure  and  fit  up  a  Lavatory  and  small  Writing-room  for  Members,  which 
they  have  long  thought  it  would  be  desirable  to  obtain.  These  are  at 
the  east  end  of  the  main  corridor,  and  will,  they  hope,  be  found  accessible 
and  convenient. 

They  had  also  the  opportunity  of  purchasing  two  properties  in  Milne's 
Court  for  £468.  Although  they  had  no  express  powers  to  do  so,  the 
Committee  considered  it  important  to  acquire  these  properties,  as  they 
adjoin  the  Hall  on  one  side  and  the  Offices  of  the  Free  Church  on  the 
other ;  so  that  if  at  any  time  it  may  be  wished  to  effect  a  passage  from 
one  to  the  other,  this  can  be  done,  though  at  the  sacrifice  of  certain  rooms 
for  which  a  rent  is  now  obtained.  They  made  the  purchase,  and  they 
trust  the  Assembly  will  approve. 

When  the  expenses  already  incurred  are  paid,  the  Committee  believe 

# 

there  will  be  a  deficit  in  their  funds  of  about  £400.  This  will  be  con- 
siderably increased  next  year  if  the  Hall  and  corridors  are  painted ;  but 
they  do  not  think  the  General  Assembly  should  hesitate  in  authorising 
this  work  to  be  done,  as  it  is  much  required,  and  will  be  a  great  improve- 
ment. The  property  in  High  Street  and  Milne's  Court  which  they 
possess  yields  a  rental  of  about  £100  a  year,  which  ought  soon  to  meet 

any  deficiency  of  funds. 

F.  BEOWN  DOUGLAS,  Convener. 
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REPORT 
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SABBATH  SCHOOLS  ATO  THE  YOUNG. 


MAY    1876. 


In  reportiDg  progress  for  the  past  year,  the  Committee  rejoice  to  state 
that  the  aspect  of  the  Sabbath-school  work  of  the  Church,  as  presented 
io  the  great  amount  of  iuformatioD  received,  continues  to  be  most 
encouraging.  While  not  a  few  places  are  referred  to  where  there  have 
been  tokens  of  spiritual  good,  the  main  feature  in  the  returns  this 
year,  the  condensed  results  of  which  are  now  presented  to  the  General 
Assembly,  is  the  great  advancement  in  earnest  application  to  this  im- 
portant subject  manifested  throughout  by  the  Eirk-sessions,  Presbyteries, 
and  Synods  of  the  Church.  This  cannot  but  be  regarded  as  a  precious 
and  consolidated  fruit  of  the  time  of  great  blessing  by  which  the  country 
has  of  late  been  visited ;  and  it  is  very  specially  manifest  in  the  earnest 
efforts  everywhere  in  operation  for  the  encouragement  and  for  improving 
the  efficiency  of  the  teachers.  Of  these,  many  indications  will  be  found 
throughout  the  Report.  In  the  altered  circumstances  of  the  week-day 
education  of  the  country,  there  is  apparent  a  quiet  but  very  real  accept- 
ance by  the  Church  of  the  increased  responsibility  lying  upon  her  to  see 
to  the  scriptural  instruction  of  the  young. 

The  great  increase,  practically,  in  the  extent  and  variety  of  effort,  the 

Committee  cannot  but  largely  attribute  to  the  circulation,  year  by  year, 
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of  tbeir  Report  to  the  Oeneral  Assembly  among  all  the  Sabbath-school 
teachers  of  the  Church.  Every  snggestion  of  value  contaiued  in  the 
returns  is  thus  made  known  to  all,  subsequent  returns  showing  how 
largely  many  of  these  suggestions  have  been  put  in  practice  in  other 
schools,  to  the  great  advantage  and  progress  of  the  work.  The  Com- 
mittee gratefully  acknowledge  the  kindness  of  Mr.  Martin  of  Auchendennan 
who  defrayed  the  whole  expense  of  the  circulation,  to  the  extent  oi 
15,000  copies,  of  the  Report  for  last  year.  It  is  hoped  that  the  means 
may  be  furnished  by  some  other  friend  among  the  Eldership  for  the 
circulation,  in  like  manner,  of  the  present  Report 

With  the  view  of  securing  completeness,  in  so  far  as  they  go^  the 
Committee  have  hitherto  been  anxious  to  restrict  as  much  as  possible  the 
number  of  the  points  of  inquiry  in  the  annual  schedule.  This  year, 
impressed  with  the  importance  of  both  the  subjects,  they  added  two 
queries,  one  as  to  Libraries,  the  other  as  to  the  extent  to  whioh  the 
Shorter  Catechism  is  in  use  in  the  schools.  Further  reference  to  these 
will  be  found  in  subsequent  pages. 

In  the  statistics  received,  there  is  again  found  the  gratifying  resalt, 
in  every  separate  total,  of  a  considerable  increase.  The  nnmbers,  as 
tabulated  under  Synods  and  Presbyteries  (see  pages  22  to  26),  are  as 
follows : — 

KuMBXB  OF  Sabbath  Schools,  Congregatioiial  and  Mismonary,    .         1,823 
Sbntob  Classes,  including  MinifltezB',        ,  •  .  .         1,050 


Total,  2,873 


Being  an  increase  over  last  year  of  2  Schools  and  27  Senior  fltimm 

Sabbath-School  Teachers — 

Male, 7,4i8 

Female,     .  ,  ,  .  .  7,200 

14,648 

Teachebs  or  Sektor  Classes,  including  Ministen,  .  .         1,038 


Total  Engaged  ik  Tsaghiko,  15,586 


Being  an  increase  over  last  year  of  393  Sabbath-school  Teachers,  and 
30  Senior  Class  Teachers. 

Sabbath  Scholars  at  orddtart  Schools — 

Male, 64,413 

Female,     .  •  .  .  «         71,^2 

135,695 


XIX. 


BXPOST  ON  SABBATH-SCHOOLS  AND  THE  TOUNG. 


Scholars  at  Sentor  Classes — 

Brought  forward, 

Male, 

16,341 

Female,     . 

21,560 

135,695 


37,901 


Total  xmDKB  iNSTBUonoN,         173,596 


Being  an  increase  over  last  year  of  3,411  Jonior,  and  1,978  Senior  Scholars. 

The  above  nnmbers  show  on  an  average  nearly  2  Sabbath- 
schools  to  every  congregation  in  the  Church,  while  there 
is  on  an  average  a  senior  or  Bible-class  connected  with 
each  congregation. 

At  each  of  the  Sabbath-schools  the  retoms  show  an  average 
attendance  of  74,  while  each  teacher  has  on  an  average 
nearly  10  scholars  in  his  or  her  class. 

Of  the  14,648  teachers,  there  are  shown  to  be  over  the 
whole  248  more  males  than  females  [the  fonner  have 
increased  considerably  more  than  the  latter  during  the 
past  year;]  while  among  the  135,695  scholars  at  ordinary 
Sabbath-schools,  there  are  6,869  more  girls  than  boys. 


Children's  Becord — 

Copies  circulated  in  Schools  monthly,  •  • 

Being  an  increase  over  last  year  of  261. 

Circulated  otherwise,  .  .  .  . 


54,258 

8,742 


Total  monthly  circulation,        63,000 


Sabbath-Sohool  Missionary  Contributions — 

Total  contributions  for  the  year  (induding  £1005, 
5s.  6d.,  Kew  Year  Offering  for  the  Lovedale 
Mission,  South  Africa),    ....     £3,842    011} 


Being  an  increase  over  last  year  of  £390,  88.  l^d. 

The  Committee  desire  again  gratefully  to  acknowledge  the  very  great 
labour  and  pains  bestowed  by  Presbytery  and  Synod  clerks,  and  corre> 
sponding  members,  in  furnishing  the  results  which  now  and  formerly  they 
have  thereby  been  enabled  to  lay  before  the  General  Assembly. 

In  what  remains  of  their  Beport,  they  submit,  arranged  under  various 
beads,  details  and  suggestions  gathered  from  all  parts  of  the  Church. 
Many  of  these  will  be  found  of  much  interest  and  value,  while  the  vast 
breadth  of  work  which  they  present  shows  how  earnestly  the  heart  of 
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the  Chnrch  is  being  laid  to  this  Tital  and  most  blessed  department  of  Ler 
doty. 

Supervision  by  IGnisters,  Ejrk-seesioxiSy 

and  Presl^yteiies. 

In  no  former  year  have  so  many  references  been  made,  or  so  mioj 

nsefbl  and  varied  hints  given  on  this  snljecti  as  in  the  present  retani 

A  few  notes  follow,  oontribaied  horn  all  parts  of  the  Chinch : — 

*'At  each  meeting  of  Seanon  a  report  is  given  in  by  the  member 
appointed  at  previoas  meeting  to  visit  the  Sabbath-schools." — {CcwffoU, 
Edinburgh.)    ''  Sabbath-school  often  nnder  connderatioD,  as  it  is  part  of 
the  congregational  machinery." — {SL  John\  EdMwrgh.)     "  The  sesdoo 
appoints  two  of  their  nnmber  to  visit  the  Sabbath-schools  every  half- 
year." — {Si.  Jolm\  Leith,)    "  For  some  time  past  the  Session,  at  iti 
monthly  meetings,  have  appointed  the  foor  elders  who  had  attended  at 
the  chnrch-door  daring  the  preceding  month,  to  visit  the  district  Sabbath- 
schools  and  the  *  Children's  Ghordies,'  and  to  reiport.    The  schcobaiMl 
meetings  for  the  yonng  are  thns  under  the  notioe  of  the  Session  ereij 
month." — (Pibrig.)    ^*  Personal  snperintendeoce  by  the  minister,  who  his 
the  teachers  occasionally  at  tea." — {SkirUngJ)     *' Qnarterly  catechisiD^ 
by  minister,  and  presbyterial  visitation  of  schools.** — {Dalkeith,)    ''  A  Com- 
mittee of  Presbytery  visited  and  addressed  most  of  the  Sabbath-schools 
in  the  bounds;   this,  on  the  testimony  of  some  of  the  ministers,  was 
appreciated   and  beneficial." — {Pre$b$fterg  qf  Dumae   and  Ckirnndt) 
*' Office-bearers  endeavour  to  make  the  schools  increasingly  usefnl."— 
{Dumfries   Territorial.)      ''The   Assembly's    recommendation   (as  tn 
visitation)  agreed  to  and  entered  upon  by  the  Presbytery." — {Predfytery 
of  PaiaUy,)     '^Last  year  the   Presbytery  made  a  visitation  of  tbe 
Sabbath-schools,   preaching  (specially  on   the   duty   of  parents),  and 
addressing  the  children  in  tbe  evening,  with  good  effect." — {PresbyUrj 
of  Oreenock.)    '*  The  minister  is  present,  gives  ia  short  address,  snd  gives 
out  and  explains  the  lessons  for  the  following  Sabbath." — {Muiryrt} 
''  All  of  the  male  teachers  are  elders,  save  one,  who  is  a  deacon."— 
{Stewarton.)     '' Member  of  Session  appointed  to  visit  Sabbath-schools 
and  report  to  Session." — {St.  James\   Glasgow.^     "Not  only  should 
Sessions  take  the  schools  into  consideration,  but  elders  should  themselres 
come  forward  to  this  work,  most  indispensable  in  the  present  sad  stat^ 
of  the  population,  especially  in  our  large  cities.     This  would  help  yonng 
and  easily-discouraged  teachers,  and  add  interest  to,  as  well  as  improT^e, 
our  Subbath-Bcbook." — {Wynds^  Olasgow.)    ''A  Committee,  appointed 
by  the  Session,  visits  the  schools,  and  reports  to  tbe  Session." — {BdL  Street^ 
Glasgow.)    <'  Visitotion  l^  members  of  Ses8ion."-Hfi8i(.  MarVs^  Giasgow.) 
**  Tbe  schools  are  visited  by  one  or  two  elders  weekly." — {Kinning  P(v^^ 
Olasgow.)    "A  member  of  Session  appointed  to  visit  the  schools  moothly.' 
— {St.  lMke\  Glasgow.)     "  Mepsbere  of  Session  in  turn  visit  Sabbath- 
BchooV— {Queen* s  Park,  Glasgow.)    '<  Monthly  visitation  of  schools  b; 
members  of  Session." — {Catheart^  Glasgow.)    "All  the  superintendents 
are  elders,   and  some  others  of  the  elders  are   teachers." — {Barotft    J 
Glasgow.)    "All  tbe  elders,  as  well  as  half  the  deacons,  show  tbefr 
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interest  in  the  Sabbath-school  by  being  teachers." — (London  Boad, 
Glasgow.)  '*New  superintendent  appointed  by  the  Session." — {Scone.) 
**  Minister  and  office-bearers  occasionally  visit  and  address  Sabbath- 
school." — [Dunfermline^  North.)  ''The  Session  has  had  Sabbath-schools 
under  consideration  in  two-thirds  of  the  congregations  within  the  bounds." 
{Synod  of  Fife,) 

''  Visitation  by  elders,  and  meetings  for  the  teachers  in  the  minister's 
bouse,  have  been  found  useful  for  their  encouragement'' — {Aberdeen,  East) 
*'  A  Committee  of  Session  has  charge  of  the  Sabbath-schooL  This  Com- 
mittee meets  once  a  quarter  with  the  minister  and  teachers  to  consult 
about  the  school  On  the  last  Sabbath  of  every  month  the  children  are 
gathered  into  one  class  and  examined  on  the  lessons  of  the  month,  and  a 
short  address  given  by  the  minister.  This  meeting  is  largely  attended 
by  the  parents  and  others  interested.  It  is  found  to  be  exceedingly  pro- 
fitable to  all,  and  exceedingly  interesting." — {FerryhiUy  Aberdeen^  "  Of 
late  the  elders  have  visited  the  Sabbath-school  in  rotation  once  a  month, 
and  this  seems  to  produce  a  good  eflect." — (Methlic.)  ''  Examination  of 
the  whole  school  on  the  last  Sabbath  of  every  month  upon  all  the  lessons 
of  the  month." — {EHon.)  ''  When  last  before  Session,  minister  suggested 
a  new  school  in  outlying  district.  Since  opened,  with  gratifying  attend- 
ance, no  scholar  having  been  at  any  Sabbath-school  before." — (CuZsa/- 
mond.)  *' Members  of  Session  visit  Sabbath-schools."— {2\irrfj^)  "In 
most  cases  the  office-bearers  are  Sabbath-school  teachers." — {Abemethy, 
Moray.)  '^The  Session  has  a  visiting  Committee,  which  visits  and 
reports.  Twenty-eight  of  our  office-bearers  have  been  engaged  in  work 
among  the  young  during  the  past  year.  Were  monitors  in  our  two 
children's  services  included,  it  would  bring  the  number  to  about  a 
hundred." — {Elgin,  High.)  "  Several  members  of  Session  being  teachers 
encourages  the  school." — {Inverness,  North.)  "  Members  of  Session  teach 
in  Sabbath-school.  Minister  generally  attends,  hears  the  Bible-class,  and 
examines  it ;  occasionally  some  of  the  others  also." — {Tarbat.)  ^*  The 
elders  generally  engaged  in  this  work." — {Sanday,  Orkney.)  "After 
lessons,  whole  school  examined  and  addressed  by  minister.  Sometimes  a 
solemn  impression  made.  Much  interest" — {N.  Ronaldshay,  Orkney.) 
"  Annual  visitation  by  the  Kirk- session,  with  short  addresses  by  the 
elders,  when  a  small  book  is  given  to  each  scholar." — {KirkwaU.)  "  Two 
of  the  schools  are  conducted  by  elders,  who  take  a  deep  interest  in  them." 
— {Shetland  Presbytery.)  "Most  of  our  elders  are  teachers.  The 
minister  generally  opens  the  school  with  prayer  and  singing,  and  frequently 
addresses  the  scholars,  and  speaks  encouragingly  to  the  teachers." — {Unst, 
Shetland.) 


Training,  Preparation,  and  Encouragement  of  Teachers. 

In  the  returns  received,  there  is  not  a  more  marked  feature  of  progress 
than  the  greatly  extended  efforts  for  the  aid  and  encouragement  of  the 
teachers,  both  among  themselves,  and  by  the  ministers  and  kirk-sessions. 
It  is  gratifying  to  observe  to  what  a  large  and  increasing  extent,  in  all 
parts  of  the  Church,  the  deliverance  of  the  Oeneral  Assembly  in  this 
direction  is  being  complied  with.    It  is  believed  that  the  stimulus  and 
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example  thus  afforded  will  be  more  forcibly  presented  by  qaoting  from 
these  iu  detail,  in  so  far  as  the  materials  have  been  furnished  to  the 
Committee,  than  by  merely  summarising  them,  although  necessarily  the 
methods  followed  are  in  many  cases  similar  to  each  other.  It  is  to  be 
observed  that  in  some  Synods  fewer  references  are  made  to  particular 
localities,  the  congregational  returns,  in  which  the  fuller  details  aie 
given,  not  having  passed  through  the  hands  of  the  Committee. 

"  The  minister  occasionally  expounds  the  Sabbath  lesson  at  the  weeklj 
prayer  meeting." — {Kirkliston.)  '*  Lesson  explained  every  Tuesday 
evening  for  the  benefit  of  the  teachers." — (Crofthead.)  "Quarterly 
meeting  to  consider  the  best  methods  of  carrying  on  the  work  among  the 
young." — [West  Colder,)  "Sabbath  Morning  Fellowship  Association 
takes  up  the  Sabbath-school  lessons,  many  male  teachers  being  members 
of  it.  Occasional  meetings  of  teachers  to  consider  their  work."  (CoUnton.) 
"  Teachers'  monthly  meetings.  Some  of  the  teachers  attend  minister's 
Bible  class,  where  next  lesson  is  gone  over.  Teachers  are  required  to 
be  members  of  the  Church." — (Corsiarphine.)  **  School  is  opened  every 
Sabbath  by  the  minister." — {Buccleuch^  Edinburgh,)  "Meeting  for 
prayer  at  close  of  each  service,  and  monthly  meeting  for  prayer  and  coo* 
ference  by  teachers." — {Cowgatej  Edinburgh,)  "Teachers*  prayer  meeting 
on  Friday  evenings.  Each  teacher  has  opportunity  of  contributing 
remarks  on  Sabbath  lesson,  and  assistant  goes  over  whole  lesEon."— 
{Newingtony  Edinburgh,)  "  Teachers'  monthly  meeting  for  prayer  md 
conference." — {Pleasance^  Edinburgh,)  "Teachers*  weekly  meeting."— 
{St.  Bernard! s^  Edinburgh,)  "  Occasional  conferences^  and  practical 
remarks  suggested  by  each  other." — (2V<m,  Edinburgh.)  "Weekly 
meeting  on  Monday  evenings  for  prayer  and  study  of  lessons.  Greatly 
prized  by  teachers." — {Viewforth,  Edinburgh)  "Teachers  of  congrega- 
tional school  meet  once  a  month  for  prayer  and  study  of  lessons." — [^ 
John* s J  Leith.)  "Teachers  meet  weekly,  alon^  with  minister,  and  go 
over  together  lesson  for  following  Sabbath.  This  tends  both  to  keep 
alive  interest  among  teachers,  and  to  furnish  them  with  materials  in 
teaching." — {Portobello.)  "Lesson  for  Sabbath  gone  over  by  minister 
on  Wednesday  previous.  Found  very  helpful  to  teachers,  in  gettiog  np 
subjectrmatter  of  lessons.  Occasional  address  on  the  art  of  teaching  by 
an  experienced  and  skilful  teacher,  also  found  necessary  for  young 
teachers  who  are  from  time  to  time  enlisted  in  the  work." — (Codpen.) 
"  Sabbath  morning  meeting  of  teachers  and  superintendent." — (Dalkeith.) 
"A  very  cordial  feeling  among  teachers.  Absence  rare.  Increase  of 
interest  observable  among  teachers  and  scholars.  Monthly  prayer-meeting 
of  teachers,  presided  over  by  themselves  in  turn." — {Penicuik.) 
"  Weekly  meeting  of  teachers  for  preparation,  and  another  for  prayer.*'— 
{Haivick,)  "Visitation  of  parents.  Teachers'  meeting,  lessons  being 
gone  over  by  minister." — (Glencaple,)  "Model  lesson  to  all  by  minister 
at  close.  Prayers  short.  Visitation  of  absentees.  Elders  and  scboUn 
seek  to  be  missionaries." — (Irongray,)  "  Minister  goes  over  lesson 
with  teachers." — (KirkpcUrick-Durham.)  "Minister  at  prayer-meeting 
expounds  lesson." — (Annan,)  "  Teachers'  meeting  for  prayer.  Conversa- 
tion as  to  lesson,  how  to  retain  scholars,  and  how  to  mc^e  school  moK 
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efficient" — {Dalmellington.)     "  Glasgow  Sabbath-scbool   Magazine   to 
each  teacher  monthly." — {BarrhiU,)     "  Lesson  gone  carefully  over  at 
monthly  meeting  by  male  teachers  in  rotation.     Bemarks  invited  by  all 
present" — (Paisley^  High,)     "  Various  means  for  improvement,  lectures, 
model  lessons,  etc.     Lesson   in   future   to   be   expounded   at    weekly 
meeting." — (Hekruburgh^  Park,)    "Fortnightly  meeting  of  teachers; 
lesson  explained  by  minister." — {Stewarton.)    "Teachers  of  Congrega- 
tional school  have  meeting  on  Friday  evenings  to  prepare  lessons  and 
for  prayer. ' ' — {Ardrossan, )    "  Teachers'  preparation-meeting  every  week.  *  * 
— {Catrine^   Camptte.)     "During  winter  a  weekly  preparatory  class, 
conducted  by  a  member  of  session.     Oeneral  lesson  once  a  month  in 
mission  school  by  minister  and  some  of  elders." — (jOollege^  Glasgow,) 
"  Monthly  meeting  of  teachers  for  prayer,  conversation  on  some  practical 
topic,   and   transaction  of  business." — {Augustine^    Glasgow,)     "Model 
class  for  some  time  taught  by  superintendent,  and  preparatory  class  for 
teachers.     Social  meeting  of  teachers  in  superintendent's  house,  at  which 
Sabbath-school  interests  are  discussed." — {Shettleston,  Glasgow,)     "  Meet- 
ings on   Sabbath  and  Friday  evenings,   for  prayer  and   preparation. 
Minister  also  spends  first  half-hour  in  going  over  the  lesson  at  weekly 
prayer-meeting." — (Cunntnghamy  Glasgow,)     "Subject  of  lesson  taken 
up  at  Thursday  weekly  prayer«meeting.     After  minister  closes,  others 
of  teachers  present  make  further  remarks  for  their  classes  on  Sabbath. 
Teachers  also  have  a  meeting  to  ask  blessing  after  Sabbath-scbool." — 
(ToUcrosSy  Glasgow,)    "  Teachers  derive  much  benefit  from  weekly  pre* 
paration  meeting.     Teachers  in  turn  take  up  lesson  for  first  half  hour. 
Eemarks  thereafter  from  as  many  of  the  others  as  possible." — {Fairbairrij 
Glasgow.)     "  Weekly  preparation  meeting  for  lessons,  male  teachers  in 
turn  presiding,  and  taking  up  lesson;  followed  by  remarks  from  other 
teachers." — (St.   Marks^    Glasgow,)     "  Preparation    meeting,   minister 
going  over  lesson.     The  superintendent,  an  elder,  sees  to  due  considera- 
tion by  Session." — {Kinning  Park.)    "Minister  takes  up  lesson  every 
Sabbath  evening;  a  fuller  attendance  of  teachers  thus  seciured  than  is 
possible  through  the  week.     Lesson  prepared  for  a  week  in  advance." — 
(SighthUly    Glasgow.)     "Preparatory   class,   and   model   class    taught 
weekly." — {Wellparky  Glasgow.)     "Teachers  meet  weekly  to  go  over 
the   lesson,    preparing    beforehand,    and    each    offering    his    remarks; 
the  meetings  well  attended,  and  found  profitable.     Teachers  also  meet 
monthly  for  business." — (Ftctorui,  Glasgow,)    "  Most  of  the  teachers  are 
in  the  minister's  Bible-class.    For  their  sakes  he  follows  the  same  scheme 
of  lessons.     His  class  is  thus  a  training-class  for  teachers.  "-^(^tisAqp- 
hriggs.)     *'  Weekly  meeting  has  been,  and  monthly  continues  to  be,  held, 
at  which  Sabbath-school  business  is  considered." — {Kirkintilloch^  St. 
David's,)    "  Weekly  preparatory  meeting." — (MaryhilL)    "  Preparatory 
class  for  study  of  lessons  every  Sabbath." — (Queen's  Parky  Glasgow.) 
*'  Teachers  meet  weekly,  male  teachers  in  turn  going  over  lessgn,  followea 
by  conversation." — (Govan^  Gaelic.)    "  Weekly  preparatory  meeting." — 
(London  Boad,  Glasgow,)   "  Teachers'  meeting  weekly.    Lesson  gone  over 
and  explained." — (CampbelUmy  Lome  Street.) 

"  Teachers  of  congregational  school  meet  for  three-quarters  of  an  hour 
after  congregational  weekly  prayer-meeting,  and  go  over  lesson  together." 
— (St.  Leonard*Sy  Perth,)  "  Minister  takes  subject  of  lesson  at  previous 
weekly  prayer-meeting." — (Dunbamet/,)    f  *  Monthly  meeting  of  teachers,'* 
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— [TilUcoultry,)  ''All  teachers  well  educated.  Some  profesnonal. 
Meeting  for  conference  and  prayer.*' — (Aherfelcly,)  "  All  teacherB  well 
educated." — (KtlHn.)  "  Monthly  prayer-meeting  of  teachers.*' — (AuchUr- 
order.)  "  Teachers  meet  once  a  fortnight  for  prayer,  meditation,  and  con- 
sultation as  to  the  conduct  of  the  school." — (DunfermUne,  Nartk)  ^^  In 
most  cafies  the  lessons  are  gone  over  by  the  teachers*  in  a  body.  In  one 
case  the  minister  takes  up  at  the  weekly  prayer-meeting  the  snbseqneDt 
Sabbath-school  lesson.  This  he  does  at  the  request  of  the  teachers,  who 
are  thereby  helped." — {Kirkcaldy  Presbytery.)  "  Teachers  meet  for  pffr 
paration  on  Sabbath  morning." — (Panbride.)  *'  Conferences  are  held  by 
the  teachers  as  occasion  occurs,  and  there  are  regular  prayer-meetings  for 
encouraging  and  stimulating  each  other." — {Arbroath^  Ead.)  "  Lefisoo 
expounded  by  the  minister  in  the  forenoon  of  the  Sabbath  as  part  of  ibe  con- 
gregational  services." — (CoupctT' Angus.)  ''  Teachers  of  missionaiy  scbool 
have  a  weekly  meeting  for  prayer  and  preparation." — {Bervie,)  **  It  has 
been  agreed  that  the  teachers  of  the  schools  connected  with  the  congr^tioB 
should  unite  in  prayer  every  Saturday  evening  for  a  special  blessing  oa 
their  work." — {Fordoun.)  "  In  a  good  many  cases  meetings  are  held  at 
which  the  minister  or  superintendent  explains  the  lesson.  These  are  held, 
some  on  evening  of  weekly  prayer-meeting,  some  on  Saturday  eveoiDg, 
some  on  Sabbath  between  services,  or  at  afternoon  diet.  In  seTenl 
congregations  Teachers'  Associations  are  in  operation.  A  suggestion  is 
made  that  it  might  be  helpful  if  teachers  would  occaiiionally  witness  a 
skilled  teacher  teaching  a  class  of  young  scholars." — (S^nod  of  Angta  and 
Meams.) 

"Teachers  have  a  weekly  meeting  for  prayer  and  conversation  oo 
lessons." — {Bon  Accord.)  "Weekly  meeting  for  preparation,  onx 
which  the  minister  usually  presides." — {Aberdeenj  East.)  **  Minister, 
superintendent,  and  teachers  meet  statedly  to  consider  subjects  connected 
with  their  work,  and  how  best  to  advance  it" — {Oaeiic^  Aberdeen.) 
"  Teachers  of  Mission  School  meet  fortnightly  for  prayer  and  preparatloo, 
also  for  prayer  every  Sabbath  evening,  both  before  and  after  school."— 
{OaUowgate^  Aberdeen.)  "  Joint  meeting  of  Sabbath-school  teachen  ftod 
members  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  of  the  Church  held 
before  Sabbath  forenoon  services.  Subject :  the  Sabbath-school  lesson  for 
same  evening.  Meeting  promises  to  be  very  helpfuV— (High  Streeti 
Aberdeen.)  "  A  weekly  preparation  class,  largely  taken  advantage  of; 
also,  meeting  for  prayer,  praise,  and  social  intercourse  on  subjects  relating 
to  the  Sabbath-school  work."— (/S<.  Clemenis^  Aberdeen.)  Teachers' 
meeting  held  at  close  of  weekly  evening  prayer-meeting,  minister 
generally  presiding;  very  well  attended.  Of  much  service  to  the 
teachers."— {il^^feera,  South.)  "  A  united  teachers'  prayer-meeting  » 
held  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  each  month.  The  same  lessons  being  dov 
used  in  all  the  schools,  the  consideration  of  one  or  more  of  these  occopies 
attention  at  those  meetings.  Some  of  the  schools  (one  at  least),  h«5  s 
monthly  prayer-meeting  of  its  own  teachers,  and  one  of  the  Miss^^'B 
schools  has  a  brief  meeting  for  prayer  with  the  teachers  at  the  close  of 
each  meeting  of  the  school." — {Aberdeen^  West)  "  Occasional  meetings 
in  the  manse,  of  the  Session  and  Sabbath-school  teachers,  in  which 
Sabbath-school  afiairs  are  discussed."— (A/et^tc.)  "Minister  expoaods 
the  Bible  lesson  at  weekly  meeting."— ( £72^. )  "  Teaoheia  meet  weekly 
for  study  of  the  leeson:'— {Banff.)    "  Sabbath-schgol  Magasine  sopp'^*^ 
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to  teachers." — (Fordi/ce,)  "Lesson  made  subject  of  lecture  at  weekly 
prayer-meeting." — (Buckie.)  '*  Teachers  meet  occasionally  for  conference 
and  prayer."— (Z^tfZiig  and  Premnay,)  **  The  teachers  and  minister  meet 
for  prayer  and  conference  about  their  work." — {Banchory'Teman.) 
**  Conferences  with  teachers." — (Macduff',)  **  Weekly  meeting  for  going 
over  lessons." — {Forres,)  "  The  teachers  meet  together  to  study  their 
lessons,  and  one  or  two  of  the  more  experienced  indicate  their  mode  of 
teaching  the  subject.  A  social  meeting  of  the  teachers  held  every  year." 
— (Nairn,)  "  Weekly  preparation  and  weekly  'prayer-meeting,  most 
valuable  in  promoting  efiSciency  of  the  teachers." — (Inverness^  North,) 
"Meeting  of  teachers  weekly." — (Invemeas,  WesU)  "Weekly  meeting 
for  study  of  lessons  and  reading  of  papers.'* — (Inx^emess^  High,)  "  Weekly 
meeting  for  prayer  and  preparation." — (Invemeuy  East.)  "  At  prepara- 
tion meeting,  lessons  considered,  and  suggestions  made  as  to  best  way  of 
adapting  the  teaching  to  the  age  of  the  class." — (QMeen  Street^  Inverness,) 
"  In  connection  with  all  the  town  congregations  in  Inverness,  there  are 
meetings  of  the  teachers  held  weekly  for  preparing  the  Sabbath  lesson." 
— (Presbytery  of  Inverness,)  "  All  the  schools  were  visited  and  addressed 
by  a  member  of  the  Presbyterial  Babbathnschool  Committee.  The  visit 
was  very  beneficial,  and  much  appreciated." — (Huundwood.)  "  Weekly 
meeting  for  lesson  and  prayer." — (Cramond,)  "Social  meetings,  at 
which  reports  are  given  in  as  to  state  of  schools,  and  the  work  discussed. 
Meetings  have  proved  intensely  interesting  and  stimulating." — (Newton- 
onrAyr.)  "Annual  tea-meeting." — (DutHamey,)  "Lessons  gone  over 
weekly."— (5arrA«ae?.)  "Lesson  gone  over  in  young  men's  meeting  on 
Sabbath  morning." — {Lochwinnoch^  "Monthly  prayer  and  business 
meetings." — (St,  Matthew's  and  London  Road,  Glasgow.)  "Both  teachers 
and  scholars  are  remembered  in  the  prayers  of  the  congregation,  and 
blessing  implored  in  their  behalf." — (Galston,)  "Number  of  teachera 
maintained  only  by  accessions  yearly.  Many  are  young  and  inexperienced. 
Might  not  older  members  be  invited  to  the  work,  and  hours  so  arranged 
as  to  facilitate  this  ? " — (Bridgeton,  Glasgow.)  "  Monthly  meeting  of 
teachers,  for  lessons  and  suggestions." — (Tillicoultry.)  "Weekly  pre- 
paration meeting.  Sabbath -school  Teachers'  Magazine  circulated." — 
(Forresy  Elgin.)  "Minister  has  been  in  the  habit  of  taking  for  his 
subject  at  the  English  prayer-meeting,  the  lesson  for  the  following 
Sabbath." — (Dingwall)  "Minister  meets  teachers  monthly,  for  lessons 
and  consultation  as  to  efficiency  of  teaching." — (Rosskeen.)  "Glasgow 
Teachers'  Magazine  circulated." — (Synod  of  Glenelg.)  "  Teachers  meet 
monthly  for  lessons.  School  examined  monthly  by  teachers  in  turn." — 
(Jnvergordon.)  "Teachers  meet  weekly  over  lessons." — (Keiss,  and 
Thurso^  West.)  "Some  difficulty  in  getting  suitable  teachers.  Those 
in  public  scnools  give  assistance  in  Sabbath-schools." — (Rousay.) 
"  Members  of  Minister's  Bible-class  employed  as  interim  teachers  when 
any  are  absent.  They  are  expected  to  be  prepared  to  fill  vacancies." 
— (JEvie  and  Rendall,  Orkney.) 

Lessona 

Beference  was  made  in  last  Beport  to  a  proposal  for  conference  as  to 
the  preparation  of  a  Scheme  of  Lessons  to  be  uniformly  used  throughout 
tb^  Fresbyterian  Churches  of  Scotland*    With  the  permission  of  last 
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Assembly,  the  Committee  expressed  cordial  willingDess  to  sbare  in 
friendly  conference  with  the  other  Churches  on  this  sabject.  Circam- 
stances,  outside  the  Committee,  have  delayed  action  in  the  matter,  but 
there  is  now  the  prospect  of  some  further  steps  being  taken.  Fieqneot 
reference  i^  made  to  the  desirableness  of  such  a  uniform  scheme  of 
lessons,  bearing,  through  the  Committee,  the  approval  of  the  General 
Assembly.     The  following  notes  are  found  in  the  returns : — 

*'  The  introduction  of  the  Olasgow  Scheme  of  lessons  has  given  fresh 
interest  to  teachers  and  scholars."— (JTi^a/mone/Z.)  "Minister  uses 
Confession  of  Faith  in  hb  class." — {Collace.)  ''One  superintendem 
prescribes  to  the  children  essays  occasionally  on  subject  of  Bible  lessons.'' 
—{Synod  of  Angus  and  Meatju,)  **  Plan  adopted  of  dictating  ques- 
tions at  close  of  lesson ;  much  pleased  with  written  answers  returned 
following  Sabbath.  Parents  show  interest  in  correctly  answering  u 
much  as  children." — {Arbirlot.)  "  Teachers  suggest  that  Sabbath- 
school  Committee  should  issue  and  recommend  complete  scheme  of 
lessons." — (Synod  of  Angus  and  Meams.)  *'  Suggested  whether  some- 
thing might  not  be  done  in  way  of  object-teaching  in  our  Sabbath-scboolS; 
as  in  infant  schools.  Might  be  most  useful,  especially  in  infant  classes, 
in  illustrating  many  subjects  occurring  in  lessons.  Collection  might  be 
made  of  such  objects,  such  as  Eastern  bottle,  roll  of  parchment,  etc"— 
(Newhills.)  "  Scheme  of  lessons  prepared  by  Committee,  sanctioned  br 
Assembly,  and  recommended  for  use  throughout  the  Church,  mnch 
desired.*' — {Garmouth.)  **  Scheme  of  lessons  desired  drawn  up  by  Com- 
mittee, and  publication  of  teachers'  magazine,  in  which  lessons  woald  be 
taken  up." — {Berriedale.) 

The  Shorter  Catechism. 

Amid  the  increased  life  and  activity  everywhere  apparent  in  Sabbath- 
school  work,  the  Committee  have  felt  the  increasing  importance  of  main- 
taining ^*  use  and  wont "  in  the  sound  and  thorough  doctrinal  instraction 
of  the  scholars.  With  this  view,  there  was  inserted  in  the  schedule  for 
this  year  a  query  as  to  the  extent  to  which  the  Shorter  Catechism  appean 
to  be  taught  in  the  schools.  The  result  has  been  eminently  satisfactoij. 
It  is  most  gratifying  to  observe  that  with  very  few  exceptions,  the  use 
of  the  Catechism  is  universal  throughout  the  Church.  The  Committee 
would  respectfully  urge  not  only  the  teaching  of  lessons  founded  upon  the 
Catechism,  but  the  careful  committing  to  memory  by  the  scholars  of  the 
precise  words  in  which  the  questions  and  answers  are  expressed.  The 
following  notes  are  given : — 

''With  oue  exception,  the  Shorter  Catechism  is  taught  in  all  the 
schools ;  let  it  be  understood,  however,  that  it  is  very  far  from  haviDg 
the  place  it  ought  to  h&ye.'*—{Predtgten/  of  Greenock.)  "Catechism 
taught  on  Saturdays  to  a  meeting  of  100  children  on  Saturday  ^^ 
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noons." — {St.  Leonard's,  Perth,)  Catechism  taught  in  45  out  of  57 
schools  in  Synod  of  Merse  and  Teviotdale.  In  26  out  of  31  in  Synod 
of  Dumfries.  In  32  out  of  40  in  Synod  of  Galloway.  In  65  out  of  140 
in  Presbytery  of  Glasgow.  In  35  out  of  77  in  Synod  of  Argyle.  In  89 
out  of  111  in  Synod  of  Perth  and  Stirling.  In  all  the  96  schools  in 
the  Synod  of  Fife,  with  three  exceptions ;  in  235  out  of  the  236  schools 
in  the  Synod  of  Aberdeen.  In  63  out  of  156  in  Synods  of  Angus 
and  Meams,  but  returns  evidently  defective.  In  142  out  of  193  in 
Synod  of  Lothian  and  Tweeddale,  the  chief  default  being  in  the  Presby- 
tery of  Edinburgh,  where  it  is  reported  to  be  taught  in  only  38  schools 
out  of  89.  The  Shorter  Catechism  is  taught  in  every  Sabbath-school 
in  the  Synods  of  Moray,  Boss,  Sutherland  and  Caithness,  Glenelg,  Orkney, 
Shetland. 

Praise. 

The  following  references  show  how  the  weekly  ''  Praise-meeting,"  for 
the  singing  of  hymns,  with  brief  remarks  or  addresses,  is  gaining  favour 
among  the  children.  Sach  meetings  are  found  to  be  both  useful  and  an 
additional  attraction  to  the  Sabbath-school : — 

"A  service  of  praise  for  the  children  is  held  on  Friday  evenings, 
attended  by  90  to  100"— (CoUntan.)  " Praise  meeting  on  Mondays."— 
(Founiainbridgey  Edinburgh,)  '^  Meetings  for  singing  held  frequently. 
Well  attended,  and  appreciated." — (Hosebum,)  "  Praise  meeting  in 
winter  and  spring  on  Friday  evenings."— {jSft.  Cuthbert's,)  "  Much  pains 
at  Beston  and  Grant's  House,  in  teaching  the  children  singing,  on  week 
evenings." — (Houndwood,)  "  Singing-class  for  practice  of  hymns." — 
(Shettleston,)  "Music  class  on  week  mghiB,"—{WeUparhy  Glasgow.) 
'*  Children  trained  in  singing  hymns  twice  a  week." — {KilcalmonellS 
"  Singing  taught  by  precentor  on  Saturdays." — {St,  Leonard' s^  Perth,) 
"Hymn-singing  practised  by  120  village  children." — {Scone,)  " Hymn- 
singing  for  quarter  of  an  hour." — {Auchterkss,)  "  Music  found  attrac- 
tive."— {Synod  of  Glenelg.)  "  The  children  seem  to  take  pleasure  in  the 
singing,  of  the  psalms  and  hymns." — {North  Ronaldshay,  Orkney,) 
"  Giving  more  attention  to  the  service  of  praise  in  Sabbath-school." — 
{Paisley,  Middle,) 

In&nt  Classes. 

Beferences  have  been  frequent  in  recent  years  to  the  importance  and 
usefrilness  of  an  infant  department  in  our  Sabbath-schools.  These  appear 
to  have  been  useful  in  stimulating  others.  The  experienced  and  skilful 
services  of  Mr.  Inglis  appear  to  have  been  useful  in  this  direction. 

"  There  is  a  separate  *  infant '  Sabbath-school." — {Moffat)  "  A  junior 
class,  under  a  competent  teacher,  and  taught  in  a  separate  room,  is  found 
exceedingly  useful  in  attracting  children  to  the  school  at  an  early  age." 
— {Elgin,  South.)  "  Advisable  to  have  little  boys  and  girls,  who  cannot 
read,  taught  in  separate  class-rooms  with  two  or  more  monitors." — {Inver- 
ness, Queen  Street.) 
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The  "  Children's  Record. 
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There  is  again  an  increase  reported  of  3000  monthlj  in  the  circalation 
of  the  Children's  Record,  which  is  now  63,000.  A  separate  additional 
impression  has  for  some  years  been  taken  hj  the  English  Presbyterian 
Church,  which  in  December  last  had  risen  to  11,000,  but  which  was 
then  discontinued,  that  Church,  in  prospect  of  the  Union,  having  resolved 
to  issue  a  similar  publication  of  its  own.  Beference  is  made  in  tbe 
returns  to  the  bearing  which  the  circulation  of  the  Record  has  upon  tbe 
now  important  item  of  juvenile  contributions.  In  a  good  many  schools, 
and  among  these  some  of  the  largest,  not  a  copy  of  the  Record  is  received. 
It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  children  should  thus  be  shut  out  from  anj 
regular  mention  or  intelligence  as  to  the  missionary  schemes  of  the  Charcli. 
The  Committee  would  respectfully  call  attention  to  this  matter  in  quarteis 
where  the  Record  is  not  circulated.  It  has  been  suggested  that 
occasional  reference  from  tbe  pulpit  to  the  intelligence  or  incideDts 
which  it  contains  would  increase  the  interest  taken  in  it  both  by  parents 
and  children. 


libraries. 

The  desirableness  of  having  suitable  libraries  in  connection  with  all 
our  Sabbath-schools  has,  from  time  to  time,  been  under  consideration  bj 
the  Committee.  The  subject  was  never  more  important  than  at  present, 
in  its  bearing  both  upon  the  fostering  of  a  relish  for  wholesome  and 
Christian  reading,  and  the  lessening  of  the  temptations  held  out  by  the 
pernicious  publications,  for  old  and  young,  now  unhappily  so  abuodanl 
A  query  was  inserted,  mainly  for  the  purpose  of  calling  serious  attentioo 
to  the  subject.  This  has  brought  out  to  what  a  large  extent  the  need 
is  yet  unsupplied.  The  returns  on  the  point  are  defective,  four  entire 
Presbyteries  making  no  answer  regarding  it.  But  making  a  propor- 
tionate allowance  for  these,  there  appear  to  be  only  358  congregations 
having  libraries  available  for  Sabbath-schools,  with  an  aggregate  of 
84,854  volumes.  Tbe  Committee  respectfully  urge  the  formation  of  sooh 
libraries,  as  a  great  means  of  increasing  the  usefulness  and  attractions  of 
the  school.  They  contemplate  the  preparation  of  a  list  suggesting  boob 
suitable  for  this  purpose.  When  better  cannot  be  had,  Ckus  Ubraria, 
consisting  of  carefully  selected  penny  or  two-penny  books,  are  within  the 
reach  of  every  teacher.  Frequent  reference  is  made  to  the  importance 
of  having  a  small  library  for  the  teachers,  consisting  of  books  of  reference 
and  other  helps>  not  otherwise  within  their  reach.  The  following  bnef 
notes  are  found  in  the  returns : — 
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''  Library  for  district  school ;  280  volnnies.  Exchanged  fortnightly ; 
those  of  boys  and  girls  on  alternate  nights." — {Ladt/  Glenorch^s,  Edin- 
hurgh.)  ^'  With  six  exceptions,  all  the  Sabbath-schools  have  libraries, 
numbering  from  200  to  500  volumes ;  in  one  instance  700." — {Presbyttry 
of  Greenock.)  '*  Con^egational  library  free  to  members,  adherents,  and 
children." — (Perth,  West.)  "  Library  of  about  1000  volumes,  and  largely 
used." — [Dunfermline^  Abbey.)  "One  founded  this  winter.  Already 
132  volumes,  over  100  being  new,  and  carefully  selected;  rest  selected 
from  congregational  library." — {Friockheim.)  *'  Donation  of  70  volumes 
to  Sabbath-school  library,  and  number  of  prizes,  from  Mr.  Manson  of 
Grcmlet  Hill,  an  example  which  we  hope  may  be  followed." — [Old 
Meldrum.) 


Reward  Books  and  Cards,  Excursions,  Soirees,  etc. 

More  numerous  references  are  this  year  made  to  rewards  and  encourage- 
ments to  the  scholars,  specially  in  their  bearing  upon  increase  and  regu- 
larity of  attendance.  Without  attempt  at  classification,  the  following 
are  noted : — 

"Treats  are  given  to  the  children,  in  shape  of  annual  soiree,  and 
*  Christmas  Tree ; '  and  an  excursion  biennially." — (Oorstorphine.) 
"  Eewards  offered  for  regular  attendance  and  perfect  lessons.  This  plan 
has  made  a  beneficial  change,  very  remarkable,  and  encouraging  to 
teachers.  Session  arrange  an  annual  missionary  meeting,  and  a  day  in 
the  country,  which  are  greatly  enjoyed." — [Viewfbrth^  Edinburgh.)  "A 
scholar  by  three  years'  attendance  gains  a  New  Testament;  and  four 
years  afterwards  a  good  Bible.  Found  to  work  well." — (Penicuik.) 
"A  'Feast'  at  New  Year  time  increases  interest  in  school  of  both 
children  and  parents." — (Sunnton.)  ''Reward  books  and  annual  treat'' 
— (Houndwood.)  "An  excursion  annually  in  summer,  and  a  soiree 
occasionally,  under  special  superintendence.  Small  books  distributed 
each  new  year;  also  rewards  to  the  most  deserving." — (Oahton.) 
"  Prizes  to  those  who  bring  six  new  scholars  not  attending  any  other 
school  A  pic-nic  in  summer,  and  a  social  meeting  in  winter." — (ShetHe- 
eton,  Glasgow.)  "  Trip  to  the  country  in  summer  with  children ;  much 
enjoyed." — [St.  Matthew^ s,  Glasgow,)  "Reward  cards  are  given  for 
regularity  in  attendance,  and  for  careful  preparation  of  lessons." — 
(Glenbervie.)  "Rewards  suggested,  as  means  of  encouraging  and  im- 
proving the  schools." — (Lumphanan.)  "Every  scholar  supplied  with  an 
attendance  card,  stamped  every  Sabbath  on  entering.  All  holders  of 
cards  regularly  filled  up  are  rewarded  at  annual  soiree.  A  country  excur- 
sion in  summer." — (Invemess^  West.)  "Annual  soiree  found  interesting." 
— (Synod  of  Glenelg,  and  KirkwaU.)  "Annual  meeting  useful  in  im- 
proving attendance.  Last  most  successful  ever  held.  Christmas  Tree 
greatly  interested  and  pleased  the  children.  Minister,  as  his  custom  is, 
addressed  them  on  three  things  beginning  with  particular  letter  of  the 
alphabet.  They  are  thereby  enabled  to  remember  subjects  of  previous 
years." — (EUotl) 
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Provision  for  the  Young  in  Sabbath  Services. 

In  tbe  attention  given  to,  and  provision  made  for,  the  young  in  the 
stated  Sabbath  services,  progress  continnes  to  be  made.  In  mssj 
cases  there  are  periodicallj  special  sermons,  in  others  a  separate  brief 
address,  in  others  a  portion  addressed  either  in  course  of,  or  at  dose  o( 
the  ordinary  sermon.  The  following  are  gathered  from  the  returns  iior 
the  past  year : — 

"Frequent  sermons  to  the  young  at  ordinary  diets/' — (Kirkluton.) 
**  Quarterly  sermons  to  children  of  Sabbath-school." — (Contorphme.) 
*'  Quarterly  sermon  in  church." — (Fountainbridge.)  "  Quarterly  sermoa 
We  have  commenced  the  practice  of  repeating  the  heads  of  the  sermcm  it 
the  close  for  the  sake  of  the  children,  and  sometimes  putting  them  mon 
simply,  and  addressing  a  few  words  to  the  young." — (St,  Cuthberi't^ 
EdirJmrgk,)  "  Part  of  every  Sabbath  afternoon  service  is  taken  up  bj  i 
short  address  to  the  children.  This  is  useful  in  inducing  parents  to  bnng 
children  to  church  more  regularly." — (Eyemouth.)  ''Sermon  monthly. 
At  cottage  meetings,  something  generally  addressed  to  the  children."— 
(HoundwooJ.)  "  Occasional  addresses." — (Corsock.)  "  Short  address  by 
minister  on  Sabbath  morning  before  service." — (Sanquhar.)  ''Minister 
lectures  every  Sabbath  afternoon  on  Sabbath-school  lesson  for  the  evening. 
Young  people  then  gathered  in  front  of  pulpit  and  examined  on  lecture 
for  half  an  hour,  many  adults  also  remaining ;  this  has  been  foond  to 
interest  both  old  and  young,  bring^g  the  children  more  regularly  to 
church,  and  giving  them  an  interest  in  its  ordinary  public  services^  u 
well  as  promoting  the  efficiency  of  the  teachers." — (Helendmrghj  West) 
"  Sermons  by  ministers  invited,  as  well  as  by  minister  of  congregation." 
— (Oalston.)  "  Part  of  our  forenoon  service  devoted  to  the  children 
every  Sabbath.  This  found  very  useful." — (Sighihill,  Glasgow.)  "  Sermon 
quarterly." — (Oargunnock.)  "  Sermon  every  two  months." — (Demy^  (od 
Stirling^  South.)  "  Occasional  sermons." — (Portmoak.)  "  Lesson  made 
subject  of  forenoon  lecture." — (OalUnogate,  Aberdeen.)  "  The  afternoon 
service  for  the  young,  at  which  many  parents  are  present,  solves  the 
difficulty  felt  in  many  quarters  with  regard  to  '  GhUdren's  Churches.' 
The  attendance  noted  (411)  has  been  kept  up  for  upwards  of  three  years; 
the  ordinary  church  services  are  morning  and  evening." — (RtUheTford^ 
Aberdeen.)  ^*  Besides  the  Sabbath-school,  we  have  a  Sabbath  forenoon 
meeting  for  children,  with  a  roll  of  300." — (St.  Clemenfs,  Aberdeen,) 
'^  Quarterly  examination  from  the  pulpits  on  the  lessons  have  been  found 
useful  in  stirring  up  the  interest  of  the  congregation  in  the  Sabbath- 
school." — (KingswelU.)  "A  short  prayer  every  Sabbath  forenoon  is 
specially  offered  on  behalf  of  the  children  of  the  congregation.  Children  s 
sermon  quarterly." — (Cullen.)  "  Monthly  sermons  to  the  young  fonwJ 
very  serviceable." — (Fordyce.)  '*  Quarterly  sermons  and  examinations 
on  the  lessons  before  the  congregation." — (Oyne.)  "  Sabbatb-school 
lesson  explained  from  the  pulpit." — (Monquhitter.)  "  Quarterly  sermons. 
(Forgue.)  "  Quarterly  sermons  to  the  young;  collections  made  pay  expense 
of  Records  and  Notes  for  teachers." — (DingwaU.)  '*  Occasional  sermoD. 
— (Rothiemay.)     "  The  minister  preaches  to  the  young  on  the  secona 
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Sabbath  of  the  month,  the  diet  when  baptism  is  administered.  This 
gives  the  whole  service  the  aspect  of  a  service  for  the  young,  and  has 
been  foun4  to  interest  them  much." — {Cromarty.)  "  Sermons  for  the 
young." — (ThursOf  West)  "Occasional,  besides  frequent  reference  in 
other  sermons." — (Ahertarff.)  "  Sermons  to  the  young  four  or  ^ve  times 
a  year." — {KirktoalL)  "  Children  shortly  addressed  each  Sabbath  fore- 
noon."— (Ltfbster,) 


Separate  Sabbath  and  Week-day  Services. 

Separate  services  for  the  young,  specially  intended  for  those  who  are 
otherwise  neglected,  continue  to  be  greatly  increased  all  over  the  country. 
Of  the  self-denial  and  persevering  labours  which  these  involve,  a  large 
and  honourable  share  falls  to  the  agencies  of  the  Free  Church.  Many  of 
them  are  held  on  Sabbath,  mostly  during  the  ordinary  hours  of  worship, 
when  the  children  would  be  otherwise  uncared  for ;  others  on  week 
evenings,  some  for  congregational,  some  for  "  missionary  "  children.  A 
great  variety  of  methods  is  followed,  but  all,  in  character  and  purpose, 
are  more  or  less  evangelistic.  The  following,  among  others,  are 
referred  to : — 

"Weekly  meeting  for  the  young;  average  attendance  about  70. 
Several  of  the  children  seem  to  have  been  savingly  blessed  in  connection 
with  this  meeting  during  past  year." — (West  Colder.)  "Mission 
school  meets  for  prayer  every  Sabbath  after  school-work."— (Pfoosance.) 
"  Children's  service  every  Sabbath  evening  in  Gilmerton.  Average 
attendance,  80.  Encouraging  results.  Many  very  poor,  and  with  few 
opportunities  beyond  this." — {LAberton,  Edinburgh,)  "  Children's  church, 
250  on  roll.'' — {Martyrs^  Paisley.)  "  Five  children's  services.  Attend- 
ance, 715,  Monitors,  59." — (Paisley ^  SotUh.)  "Children's  service, 
attendance  160." — {St.  Qeorge^s^  Paisley.)  "Minister  has  during  past 
winter  conducted  with  success  a  monthly  Sabbath  service  in  Church 
at  5.30,  for  junior  and  infant  schools  meeting  at  5,  and  about  50  children 
connected  with  no  school.  Children  examined  on  the  lesson  for  the  day 
and  repeat  texts  for  preceding  Sabbaths.  Written  exercises  also  given 
in." — {Helensburghj  Park.)  "  Children's  church  in  Mission  school-room, 
at  two;  attendance,  60." — {CoUegej  Glaagotv.)  "Monthly  prayer-meet- 
ings in  church  for  children.  They  met  in  school  and  walked  with  their 
teachers  to  church.  Attendance  satisfactory." — {St.  Andrew\  Glasgow.) 
"  Children's  meeting  held  on  Friday  evening  by  minister,  attendance 
about  no."— (Tillicoultry.)  "Children's  church,  attendance  130."— 
{Crieff.)  "  Saturday  afternoon  meeting,  attendance  about  100,  one-third 
of  whom  at  no  Sabbath-school.  Much  appreciated,  and  results  hopeful." 
— {St,  Leonard^ Sf  Perth.)  "  Besides  school  reported,  a  week  evening 
class  of  120  village  children,  conducted  by  minister.  This  class  furnishes 
choir  for  Sabbath  evening  evangelistic  meetings." — {Scone.)  "A  chil- 
dren's church,  purely  missionary,  where  a  good  many  of  the  Mission 
school  children  attend  in  forenoon." — {Inverhrothock.)  "  Children's 
church  in  mission  district." — {High  Street^  Arbroath.)     "  An  evangelist 
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for  a  month  in  snmmer  gave  earnest  addresses  to  the  children,  and 
freqaently  on  week-days  addressed  those  attending  foar  day-schools  iX 
dinner  honr.  Many  seemed  impressed." — (Memtu,)  **  Children's  senricc 
held  hour  before  prayer-meeting.  Half  tne  hour  spent  in  singing."— 
( Goupar-Angus, )  "  The  most  effective  agency  hi  connection  with  Sabbati- 
Bchoolsis  the  Sabbath  morning  children's  service." — {^ynod  of  Aiigut  and 
Meam8.)  ^^  Children's  service,  sought  to  be  missionary,  on  Sabbath 
forenoon.  Attendance  over  200.  Greatly  enjoyed.  Some  old  people 
in  Mission  district  come  with  their  children." — (View/orth,  Edinburgh) 

Improvement  of  Accommodation. 

The  desirableness  of  improved  accommodation  for  many  of  the  Sabbaib- 
schools  of  the  Church  has  been  referred  to  in  former  years,  both  by  the 
Committee  in  their  Reports,  and  by  the  Convener  in  the  General 
Assembly.  Many  schools  meet  in  places  the  most  inconvenient  aod 
unsuitable,  both  for  teachers  and  scholars;  and  even  these,  instead  of 
being  provided  by  the  congregations,  are  sometimes  left  to  be  paid  for  by 
teachers  out  of  their  own  pockets.  A  case  was  discovered  by  tlie 
Assembly's  Evangelistic  Deputies  last  autumn,  where  a  devoted  Free 
Church  teacher  had  kept  a  Sabbath-school  for  thirty  years,  with  no  better 
accommodation  than  a  cave  in  a  rock  on  the  west  shores  of  Argyllshire. 
The  Committee  are  glad  that  the  attention  of  the  Aaaembly  is  being 
specially  called  to  this  subject  by  Memorial  from  the  Convention  of 
Sabbath-sohool  Teachers,  held  in  Paisley  in  October  last  They  respect- 
fully urge  that  care  should  be  taken  by  Kirk-sessions,  that  all  reasonable 
accommodation  and  comfort,  for  the  sake  alike  of  the  teachers  and  of  tlM 
children,  be  afforded  to  those  who  labour  among  them  in  this  work.  Tbe 
need  is  illustrated  by  the  following : — 

'^  The  material  arrangements  of  two  of  our  principal  schools  have  been 
remodelled  at  great  cost,  and  everything  done  to  secure  that  the  efficiency 
of  the  schools  shall  not  sufier  through  lack  of  bodily  comforts  both  i(X 
teachers  and  scholars." — (Newton-on^yr,)    "  The  teachers  of  one  of  oor 
schools  were  deprived  of  the  *  Works  School-room,'  in  which,  for  upwards 
of  twenty  years,  they  carried  on  their  work,  on  its  being  converted  into 
dwelling-houses,  on  the  opening  of  the  new  Public  School  in  lieu  of  the 
Works  School." — (Perceton,)    "  We  regret  exceedingly  that  owing  to 
the  want  of  accommodation  the  Sabbath-school  is  so  small.    Bepeated 
efforts  have  been  made  to  obtain  suitable  premises,  but  hitherto  witbout 
success.     The  matter  continues  to  occupy  the  attention  of  the  Sassioo.' 
— {West  Churchy  Glasgow,)    "As  we  do  not  now  meet  in  thecbnrcb, 
the  accommodation  is  limited  for  the  teaching  of  senior  classes.    The 
minister  hopes  when  the  church  is  built  to  have  such  a  class  or  elassefl. 
— {Kilcalmonell^  Kintyre.)    "  One  of  our  schools  had  to  be  given  np  /br 
nine  months  on  account  of  the  alteration  to  the  school-room  by  the  School 
Board." — [Newhaven. ) 
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Missionary  Oontributions. 

ADother  most  gratifying  increase  which  the  Committee  are  enabled  to 
report,  is  that  of  the  contribations  for  Missionary  objects,  received  through- 
out the  year  from  the  Sabbath-schools  of  the  Chnrch.  These  amount 
this  year  to  £3,842,  Os.  lOd.,  being  an  increase  over  last  year  of 
£390,  7s.  4|^d.,  and  by  that  sum  larger  than  the  juvenile  contributions 
in  any  one  year  since  the  Disruption.  The  above  includes  the  Children's 
"  New  Year's  Offering,"  an  object  which,  instead  of  getting  wearied  of  it, 
the  young  people  seem  year  by  year  to  take  up  with  increasing  heartiness 
and  success.  The  African  mission  at  Lovedale  asked  for  £800,  to 
purchase  waggons  and  oxen,  and  to  help  in  building  their  new  church, 
The  case  was  pleaded  in  the  Children's  Record.  The  children  have 
auswered  by  sending  in  to  the  Treasurer  £1005.  Mr.  ^oung  states 
that  on  no  former  occasion  has  the  work  been  gone  into  with  so  mi^ch 
spirit,  or  been  so  widely  shared  in  all  over  the  Church,  The  following 
notes  are  extracted  from  returns : — 

"Total  by  Sabbath-schools  and  classes  connected  with  congregation 
during  last  year,  £126,  Of  this,  £\Q0  was  raised  by  the  minister's 
female  class  for  one  of  their  number,  now  a  missionary  in  Beyrout ;  and 
£26  by  young  men's  class  for  native  catecbist  in  India." — {Si.  Qeorg^s^ 
Edinburgh.)  "Many  of  the  children  are  very  young,  but  they  attend 
with  great  interest,  and  contribute  with  joyful  heartiness," — {Hound- 
wood.) 

"  It  is  suggested  that  iiU  the  collections  should  be  printed  in  the  con- 
gregational statement  yearly,  to  encourage  teachers  and  scholars." — 
{Newington.)  "Missionary  intelligence  given  once  a  month  as  to  the 
field  or  object  to  be  contributed  for.  This  partly  accounts  for  our 
contributions  being  doi^bled  since  last  year." — {WeUpark^  Glasgow.) 
"Frequent  missionary  meetings  held." — {St.  Matthew's^  Glasgow.)  "In 
place  of  the  usual  method  of  collecting  by  Missionary  Box,  for  about  six 
months  we  have  collected  by  hand,  reading  over  at  close  of  school  every 
Sabbath  the  amount  contributed  by  each  class, — ^with  results  as  follows : 
Usual  collection  for  a  year,^bout  208,  For  past  ten  months,  508." — 
(Cowdenbeath.) 

Mission  of  Mr.  Oharles  S.  Inglia 

Frequent  reference  has  been  made  in  former  reports  to  the  work  of 
Mr.  Charles  8.  Inglis,  missionary  agent  appoiqted  by  the  Edinburgh 
Sabbath-school  Teachers'  Union.  As  empowered  by  last  Assembly,  in 
consideration  of  the  services  rendered  by  Mr.  Inglis  to  the  Sabbath-schools 
of  the  Free  Church,  the  Home  Mission  Committee  made  a  grant  of  £50 
in  aid  of  this  most  useful  mission.  Of  the  eminently  practical  nature  and 
extent  of  those  services,  some  idea  may  be  gathered  from  the  following 
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brief  Dotefi,  and  memorandam  by  Mr.  Inglis  of  44  places  visited  by  bim 
during  the  year : — 

**  Private  Sabbath-school  teaching. — There  is  much  quiet  work  going 
on  which  is  never  heard  of  in  public.  A  young  lady,  an  invalid,  teaches 
her  Sabbath  class  in  a  room  at  home,  and  twice  on  week-days  besides. 
She  is  not  able  to  give  them  treats,  or  '  Christmas  Trees,'  but — she  is  in 
earnest,  and  the  children  come." 

"  Prayer  for  the  young  in  the  Church  is  spreading  very  much." 

''  Some  ministers  have  followed  out  the  plan  of  taking  the  subject  of 
lesson  for  that  or  the  next  Sabbath  as  their  portion  of  Scripture  to  be 
read  first  on  the  Sabbath  morning,  with  remarks.  This  has  been  spoken 
of  with  much  gratitude,  by  both  parents  and  teachers,  as  being  bo  helpfol 
to  them  in  their  work.  The  same  also  at  week-evening  prayer  meetrngs, 
bas  been  of  much  benefit  to  many  teachers  who  attend  faithfully." 

*'  Parental  neglect. — ^The  painful  neglect  in  not  bringing  young  people 
to  Church  is  in  some  places  sufficiently  evident  Remonstrances  on  ibis 
hand  with  congregations  have  been  followed  in  one  case  by  20,  io  a 
fittcond  by  15,  in  a  third  by  40  more  young  persons  being  brought  on  the 
Sabbath  following." 

'^  Better  attendance  of  teachers. — ^The  superintendent  of  tbe  Free  Church 

Sabbath-school  at  ,  writes  thus  :-r-*  Tou  may  recollect  that  one 

of  our  great  complaints  was  the  exceeding  irregularity  of  some  of  oar 
teachers.  I  am  glad  to  say  that,  since  you  were  here,  out  of  33  teachers 
we  have  not  had  a  single  absentee  for  three  Sabbaths." 

*' MEMORANDUM  OP  SABBATH  SCHOOL  VISITATION. 

V  The  places  and  districts  visited  daring  the  past  year,  in  connection  with  the 
Free  Chordi  of  Scotland  Sabbath-schools,  are  as  follows : — 


Alloa. 

Aberdeen. 

Bishopbriggs. 

Brechin. 

Bridge  of  Earn. 

Baillieston. 

Bowmore,  Islay. 

Bridge  of  Weir. 

ririeff. 

Oanonbie. 

Ouilchenna. 

Byce. 

ErroL 

Fort-William. 

Glencoe. 


Glasgow. 

Gonrock. 

Half  Morton. 

inverurie. 

Johnstone. 

Kilarrow. 

Kennoway. 

Kilmallie. 

Kentallen. 

Lochwinnooli. 

Langholm. 

Loch  Ghruinort. 

Lennoxtown. 

MaryhilL 

Milngavie. 


MuthiU. 

Methven. 

Madderty. 

Moffat. 

Oban. 

Perth. 

Port  Ellen,  lalay. 

Port  Charlotte. 

Portnahaven. 

Port  Appin. 

Peebles. 

Skene. 

Scone. 

Stonehaven. 


"  About  170  lectures  and  addresses  of  various  kin^  in  connection  with  leligioiu 
instruction  have  been  given  to  Congregations,  Teachers,  and  Sabbath-schools. 

**  Witk  the  exception  of  the  iarge  towns,  such  as  Glasgow,  Aberdeen,  etc, 
nearly  every  Sabbath-school  and  Bible  Qass  has  been  visited  in  the  places  above- 
mentioned,  and  the  initial  steps  taken  in  many  cases  for  the  institution  of  infant 
and  senior  classes  where  they  were  wanting. 

"  Also  a  number  of  prolonged  interviews  have  been  held  with  O^ce-bearen,  in 
order  to  aid  them  in  plana  for  new  cburch  haUs,  or  remodelling  those  already  in 
existence. 

CHARLES  S.  INGLIS." 

•*  Ist  May  ISTO." 
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Miscellaneous. 

Amid  the  mass  of  varied  information  contained  in  the  returns,  there  are 
many  valuable  saggestions  not  falling  properly  under  any  of  the  fore- 
going heads.  The  following  are  noted  as  some  of  the  most  useful,  and 
as  interesting  illustrations  of  the  great  amount  of  thoughtful  and  earnest 
effort  now  being  applied  throughout  the  Church  to  this  whole  subject 
Ministers  and  superintendents  may  find  among  them,  according  to  cir- 
cumstances, some  hint  useful  for  adoption  in  their  several  spheres : — 

"  Conference  of  teachers,  at  which  the  children  of  each  class  are  gone 
over,  when  suggestions  are  made  with  a  view  to  their  improvement." — 
(Siointan,)    '*  Small  school,  firom   a  scattered   population.     We  try  to 
make  the  best  of  a  difficult  situation.'' — {Longformaciu,)     *'  We  visit  the 
schools,  and  give  a  word  of  encouragement  to  the  different  classes." — 
(Eyemouth,)     '*  A  long  and  interesting  conference  of  the  Presbytery  was 
held  at  its  February  meeting." — (DunsSy  Chimside,)     ''  Oneness  of  aim 
and  oneness  of  heart  among  the  teachers  of  great  advantage.'' — {Pleasance,) 
''  Teaching  ^  from  house  to  house,'  for  the  benefit  of  parents  through  the 
children.     Found  highly  beneficial.     Acts  xx.  20."--{-4fttfrcom.)     One 
congregation  in  Presbytery  of  Dalkeith  reports  '*  great  increase  in  one 
section  of  minister's  class.     This  is  due  to  an  intense  desire  to  know  the 
truth  as  opposed  to  Plymouth  and  Anabaptist  views,  as  well  as  the  full 
teaching  of  Scripture  upon  Christian  doctrine.     Attendance  would  be 
better  but  that  our  youug  people  mostly  go  away  to  situations  in  town  as 
soon  as  they  leave  school." — {TarhoUon.)    "  The  children  are  encouraged 
to  send  in  to  the  minister  written  reports  of  the  quarterly  sermon  to  the 
young." — (Wellparky  Olasgow,)    "  Besides  the  bringing  out  and  visiting 
of  scholars,  there  should  be  constant  attendance  at  the  schools  and  meet- 
ings by  the  teachers."— (iBow  Streei^  Glasgow,)    "  The  Session   have 
altered  the  hours  of  public  worship,  in  order  to  give  better  opportunity 
for  the  thorough  instruction  of  the  young.     Instead  of  meeting  at  two, 
the  congregation  now  meets  for  the  second  time  at  6.30." — {Renfieldy 
Okugow.)    ^'Members  of  the  congregation  are  encouraged   to   teach 
classes  as  they  have  opportunity  more  or  less  privately.     Hence  the 
number  of  our  detached  junior  and  senior  classes.     A  Dorcas  Society  and 
savings  bank  in  connection  with  one  school  has  done  much  to  aid  the 
destitute,  and  '  compel  them  to  come  in.'    Would  it  not  be  of  advantage, 
were  the  Assembly,  through  the  Sabbath-school  Committee  or  otherwise, 
to  call  for  a  yearly  roll  of  the  children  as  well  as  members,  exhibiting  its 
growth,  but  in  pardcular  to  secure  that  instruction  is  given  to  every 
child  of  age,  and  that  eldei-s  may  regard  their  work  as  the  watching  not 
of  members  only,  but  of  souls  f" — {Dur\fermHne^  Abb^,)     "  To  ascertain 
results,  and  encourage  effort,  the  classes  are  separately  examined  in 
succession    by    the    superintendent    or    minister." — {Arbroathj    East) 
"  Minister's  efforts  directed  towards  revival  of  family  Sabbath  evening 
teaching.     The  aim  of  the  congregational  Sabbath-school  is  to  help  in 
this." — [Aberdeen^  South,)     "  When  outlying  districts  last  considered  by 
Session,  minister  suggested  another  school.     Since  started,  with  gratifying 
success." — (CulscUmond,)    *^It  is  found  of  the  greatest  importance  of 
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interest  the  children,  and  jonng  men  and  women  who  attend  oongregft- 
tional  school,  by  hymns,  anecdotes,  interesting  readings,  etc.  Sabhath- 
school  and  prayer  meeting  have  been  combined.  This  attracts  old  and 
young.  A  large  number  of  ploughmen  and  others  attend." — {Dares  and 
Bona.)  "  Ladies  of  the  congregation  teach  Sabbath  classes  at  their  own 
homes.*' — {Ftam.)  "Parish  being  divided  into  districts  for  setting  up 
local  Sabbath-schools*" — {Nigg.)  "  Teachers  question  their  classes  on 
the  sermon,  and  sometimes  the  minister  receives  notes  of  it  from  the 
young," — (Cromartg.)  "Parents  dealt  with  when  children  do  not 
attend  school." — (Lgbster.)  "  Visits  and  addresses  by  firiends  from  a 
distance  encouraged.  Eiders  inform  superintendent  when  they  find 
children  have  been  absent  without  assigned  cause." — {Evie  and  JUndaH 
Orkney,)  '^  The  Sabbath -school  is  commended  to  the  parents  in  ooone 
of  pastoral  visitation*'* — [KirkwaU.) 

Encouragements. 

The  fruits  of  the  recent  time  of  blessing  are  apparent  in  the  tone 
of  patient  and  prayerful  earnestness  which  seems  at  present  to  pervade 
the  Sabbath-school  work  of  the  Church.  There  are  not  wanting,  is 
many  places^  tokens  of  the  beginnings  or  the  continuance  of  present 
blessing.     The  few  following  examples  are  well  fitted  to  encoorage : — 

"  Some  of  the  teachers  report  increased  interest  and  attention  among 
the  children." — {FordounJ)     "  Several  of  our  girls  profess  to  have  been 
savingly  converted  during  the  year." — {PkoLsanceJ)     "A  good  deal  of 
impression  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year  among  the  older  scholan, 
brought    under    notice    of   the    Session."  —  {St.    Luke's^    Edivburgh) 
"  There  has  been  some  real  work  done  this  year,  and  the  teachens  are 
hopeful   that   there    is    *more    to    follow.'" — {Viewforth,   EdifAwrgh) 
"  Several  of  the  children  appear  to  have  been  savingly  blessed  during 
past  year." — {West  Colder.)     "A  number  of  senior  and  junior  schoUn 
have,  during  the  year,  given  satisfactory  evidence  of  conversion."— 
{Oleniueei)     '*  Our  schools,  we  are  thankful  to  say,  were  never  before  in 
silch  a  state  of  efficiency.     We  cannot  speak  of  actual  revival-work,  but 
the  good  seed  is  being  sown ;  and  we  cannot  doubt  it  is  finding  a  lodgment 
in  young  hearts.     The  minister's  class  has  increased  remarkably  during 
the  past  year." — {Bishopbriggs,)     '*  During  the  year  there  has  been  a 
growing  interest  in  divine  truth.     There  is  much  prayer  and  earnest 
longing  for  a  rich  effusion  of  the  Holy  Ghost     Praise-meetings  are  held 
on  Fridays  for  hymn  singing  4ind  industrial  work.     Ck>dly  young  teachers, 
brought  up  in  the  Sabbath-school,  are  now  entering  on  the  work  of 
teaching."— (iTtnn^)     **  A  work  of  grace  which  has  been  going  on  in 
this  village  for  a  few  months  past  began  among  the  children.     The 
whole  of  the  large   Sabbath-school,  of  302  scholars,  appeared  to  be 
brought  under  impression,  and  not  a  few  of  them  professed  to  give  their 
young  hearts  to  Christ     The  interest  very  soon  manifested  itself  in  the 
young  men  and  women,  and  ultimately  in  the  whole  community.    It  js 
believed  that  there  are  many  of  the  Sabbath  scholars  who  have  at  this 
time,  in  their  own  simple  way,  '  chosen  that  good  part  which  shall  not 
be  taken  from  them.' " — {Ferryden.)     "  It  is  believed  that  in  courte  of 
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last  summer  a  good  many  of  the  scholarfi,  especially  females,  experienced 
a  saving  change.'' — (Unst,  Shetland,^ 

The  Committee,  in  closing  their  Report,  cannot  but  refer  with  deep 
thankfulness  to  the  great  progress  made  during  recent  years  in  connection 
with  Sabbath-schools.  The  progress  in  practical  effort  is  remarkable,  but 
not  less  so  in  the  increased  measure  of  interest  in  the  work  now  manifested 
hj  the  inferior  Courts  of  the  Church.  Not  only  throughout  her  home- 
borders,  but  in  all  parts  of  her  colonial  connections,  and  in  her  missions 
to  the  heathen  and  to  the  Jews,  it  is  recognised  as  an  integral  part  of 
her  organisation. 

The  implementing  of  the  deliverances  of  former  General  Assemblies  by 
so  many  Kirk-sessions,  Presbyteries,  and  Synods,  and  in  not  a  few 
instances  with  such  marked  fidelity  and  success,  encourage  the  Committee 
in  the  hope  that  ere  long  they  shall  be  enabled  to  report  a  like  care 
and  supervision  throughout  the  entire  Church.  They  believe,  and  they 
doubt  not  it  has  been  emphatically  verified  by  experience,  that  in  no 
department  of  the  Church's  work  do  attention  and  labour  more  amply 
bring  their  own  reward  than  when  bestowed  upon  the  Sabbath- 
school.  The  manifestation,  moreover,  of  such  loving  sympathy,  tends 
to  promote  mutual  interest  and  prayerful  co-operation  between  the 
Sabbath- school  teacher  and  the  parents  of  his  scholars,  whose  solemn 
responsibilities,  in  the  instruction  of  their  children,  the  Committee  would 
ever  remember,  and  ever  have  it  remembered,  no  Sabbath-school  teacher 
can  lessen  or  relieve. 

This  work,  as  now  carried  on  in  the  Free  Church,  directly  concerns 
the  interests  of  nearly  a  hundred  and  ninety  thousand  souls.  Of  these, 
more  than  15,000  are  teachers,  while  in  their  Sabbath-schools  and 
Bible-classes,  173,596  young  persons  are  under  instruction.  Impressed 
with  the  responsibility  which  such  a  statement  involves,  the  Committee 
anew  hnmbly  commend  this  great  cause  to  the  wisdom,  sympathy,  and 
prayers  of  the  General  Assembly,  that  it  may,  year  by  year,  increasingly 
prove  a  bleesing  to  the  Church  and  to  the  land,  until  ^*  that  day"  when 
'*  he  that  soweth  and  he  that  reapeth  shall  rejoice  together/' 

In  name  of  the  Committee, 

WILLIAM  DICKSON,  Convener. 
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REPORT 


ON  THB 


STATE  OF  RELIGIOIf  AND  MORALS. 


MAT    1876. 


The  aspect  of  the  religions  world  at  the  present  time  is  deeply 
interesting.  We  do  not  refer  to  what  is  taking  place  in  other  countries, 
though  in  them  principles  and  events,  pointing  to  great  changes,  are 
forcing  themselves  on  the  attention.  We  confine  our  ohservations  to  our 
own  country,  and  even  to  our  own  Free  Church,  and  the  community 
affected  and  influenced  hy  it,  and  by  which  it  is  affected  and  influenced. 

We  have  not  the  crowded  meetings  that  came  together  to  hear  the 
Word  from  Messrs.  Moody  and  Sankey,  but  in  many  places  all  over  the 
country,  evangelistic  services  are  held,  and  command  large  audiences  of 
attentive  and  earnest  hearers.  In  this  respect  there  is  a  great  change. 
One  of  the  things  that  had  greatly  to  be  complained  of  formerly,  was  the 
coldness  and  formality  about  spiritual  things  very  generally  prevalent 
among  professing  Christians.  This  was  the  case  even  where  congrega- 
tions were  numerous,  and  attendance  on  ordinances  regular. 

But  now  all  over  the  country,  though  not  in  every  congregation,  and 
not  even  in  every  district,  a  great  change  has  taken  place,  and  continues 
to  manifest  itself.  Much  more  generally  than  was  once  the  case,  religion 
is  dealt  with  as  a  reality.  The  solemn  and  awful  importance  of  its 
truths  and  of  their  issues  is  recognised.  Many  hearts  are  full  of  faith,  and 
hope,  and  desire,  and  peace,  and  enjoyment.  Hence  the  mouth  is  opened 
to  own  and  praise  the  Lord,  and  to  commend  him  to  the  acceptance  of 
perishing  sinners ;  the  life  is  regulated  by  his  commandments ;  and  many 
are  working  as  they  have  opportunity,  to  advance  his  cause  in  the  world. 
In  this  way,  and  to  something  like  this  extent,  have  coldness  and  formality 
been  broken  in  upon,  and  living  active  religion  taken  their  place. 
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Various  iostrameDtalitiefl  have  been  combined  to  bring  about  this 
change.     The  Holy  Spirit  graciously  qnickening  the  aonl,  eulightening 
the  understanding,  and  a(^lying  the  truth,  is  to  be  recognised,  in  the  fiist 
instance,  as  the  Div^ioe  agent  working  as  he  wills.     He  seems  to  hire 
employed  the  wide-spread  labours  of  numerous  lay  evangelists,  both  in 
connection  with  the  Free  Chnrch,  and  not  in  connection  with  it.    Their 
mode  of  speaking   was   generally  different  finom    that  of  the  stated 
ministry — ^less  formal,  and  often  less  correct  in  language,  but  genenllj 
vehement  in  manner.     Tbe  addresses  of  those  lay  evangelists,  thongb 
occasionally  not  to  be  quite  approved  of,  were  certainly  often  the  means 
of  breaking  np  the  fallow  ground,  and  also  of  leading  souls  to  GhrisL 
The  reports  of  awakenings,  wherever  they  occurred,  were  carried  by  the 
press  all  over  tbe  country,  and  excited  the  liveliest  interest.    Nambera 
of  Christian  people  went  to  see  and  hear  for  themselves,  wherever  any 
remarkable  awakening  was  taking  place ;  and  these,  on  their  retnm  horn?, 
told  in  their  own  cong^gatious  and  circle  what  they  had  witnessed. 
The  stated  ministry  was  quickened,  and  became  more  lively  and  earnest 
in  preaching,  and  in  the  other  parts  of  ministerial  work.     In  this  waj, 
and  by  these  means,  it  has  been  bn>na:ht  about,  that  a  lively  interest  in 
spiritual  things  has  been  awakened  and  spread  over  the  country. 

In  reporting  on  the  present  state  of  Religion  aod  Morals  we  do  not 
think  it  necessary  to  narrate  particular  cases  of  conversion.  Many  deeply 
interesting  cases  are  already  upon  record.  Many  of  these  have  foand  i 
permanent  historical  place  in  the  interesting  volume  of  Mr.  Macphenon 
of  Dundee ;  and  it  would  be  easy  to  add  to  the  number  of  such  cases. 
But  it  seems  to  be  more  to  onr  purpose  to  give  a  general  view  of  the 
religions  state  of  districts  and  congregations,  from  which  we  may  gather 
what  is  the  present  state,  and  what  are  the  prospects  of  the  Lord's  work 
among  ns.  We  have  been  in  correspondence  with  ministers  in  different 
parts  of  the  country  distant  from  one  another,  and  extracts  from  their 
communications,  with  such  other  information  as  we  have  obtained,  we  sfaaH 
now  lay  before  the  Church. 

We  have  the  following  communication  from  a  minister  in  the  ht 
north  :— 

"  Ab  to  the  work  of  GM  in  my  own  congregation,  I  am  thankfnl  to  say  thit 
the  great  number  who  fvfewed,  two  yean  ago,  or  rather  eighteen  months  ago. 
have  been  enabled  by  grace  ta  maintain  a  eoasiatent  walk  until  now,  with  tbe 
exception  of  one,  and  even  that  one  is  not  ao  far  gone  but  I  cherish  the  hope  nl 
hia  recovery. 

*<  The  temptations  to  young  men  arising  from  the  social  habits  of  drinkiiig  sn 
very  great — ^the  folly  of  aome,  and  the  designing  wickedness  of  othei^  vIm, 
having  resisted  the  power  of  the  truth  themselves,  try  to  turn  others  from  the 
faith,  and  thereby  prove  to  themselves,  what  they  are  so  anxious  to  believe, 
namely,  that  the  whole  matter  of  conversion  is  a  delusion. — I  repeat  it  that  tb« 
efforts  of  such  are  also  a  source  of  great  temptation  and  danger  to  young  converts. 
But  God  is  able  to  keep  his  people,  and  thanks  and  praise  to  his  name  he  Ui 
kept  them  till  now.  As  to  the  present  there  is  very  deep  and  marked  eaneit- 
ness  among  the  people,  and  this  is  specially  true  of  my  Bible-dasses.  Within  > 
month  past  I  have  spoken  to  several  anxious  souls,  and,  ao  far  as  I  can  juAp, 
some  of  those  have  been  enabled  to  receive  the  Lord  Jesus,  and  to  rest  upon  him. 

"  It  does  seem  to  myself  and  to  others  that  there  is  the  appearance  as  if  tbe 
cloud  of  the  Lord's  gracious  presence  was  resting  on  the  coi^gregation,  and  ve 
look  for  another  manifestation  of  his  sovereign  and  gracious  power  is  our 
midst." 
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The  fblldwing  is  from  a  minister  still  farther  north,  the  Bev.  George 
Stevenson  of  Palteneytown.  Mr.  Stevenson  says  that  he  alone  is  respon- 
sible for  the  statements  he  makes,  but  that  he  believes  they  are  in  accord- 
ance with  the  sentiments  of  the  neighbouring  ministers : — 

**  Am  the  result  of  the  movement  which  two  years  «go  passed  over  the  country, 
besidea  the  direct  fruit  in  conversion,  a  considerable  interest  was  awakened,  and 
fresh  life  communicated  among  not  a  few  who,  in  the  judgment  of  charity,  were  the 
liOrd'B  people.  A  large  increase  took  place  in  the  communion  rolls  of  the  Free 
Churches  both  in  Wick  and  Thurso.  A  great  stimulus  was  given  to  Christian 
work,  so  that  whereas  previously  there  was  difficulty  in  obtainiog  Sabbath-school' 
teachers,  there  has  been  since  no  want  of  properly  qualified  persons  offering  them- 
selves  for  this  work,  and,  what  is  of  great  importance,  both  male  and  female  teachers 
appear  to  be  of  the  class  most  to  be  desired,  persons  evidently  bent  on  the  con- 
version of  their  scholars.  It  has  been  very  refreshing  to  me  to  find,  in  the  prayer- 
meetings  held  by  the  Sabbath-school  teachers  for  their  scholars,  every  one  of  the 
male  teachers  not  only  ready  to  engage  in  prayer,  but  doing  so  in  a  fervent  spirits 
Another  result  of  the  movement  is  that  the  Sabbath  morning  fellowship  prayer- 
meetings,  where  prayer  is  offered  up  for  a  blessing  on  the  preaching  of  the  Word, 
have  increased  in  numbers ;  and  there  is  now  no  lack  as  formerly  of  distributors 
for  the  Monthly  Visitor. 

*' As  the  fruit  of  the  regular  ministry  I  may  mention  that  an  interesting  move- 
ment is  at  present  going  on  in  Lybster  under  the  Bev.  Mn  Lee^  Free  Church 
minister  there.  Besides  crowded  attendances  on  Sabbath  there  are  large  meetings 
on  week  days,  and  many  are  inquiring  after  the  way  of  salvation." 

Mr.  Stevenson  mentions  some  hindrances  and  diseonragements,  but  only 
snch  as  are  often  experienced  in  times  of  refreshing  from  the  presence  of 
the  Lord,  and  showing  that  whilst  much  has  been  done  and  is  a-being 
done  for  which  we  are  truly  thankful,  much  still  remains  to  be  done. 

Regarding  a  district  in  the  west  of  Scotland  an  esteemed  minister  sends 
as  the  following  interesting  report : — 

"  Bearding  the  greater  portion  of  the  county  embraced  by  our  Presbytery  I 
am  sorry  that  I  cannot  give  any  report.  I  have  heard  a  good  deal  about  it,  but 
my  information  is  not  such  as  warrants  any  decided  impression. 

"  The  district  of  which  I  am  able  to  speak  with  some  degree  of  confidence  is 
that  extending  from  Qirvan  to  Prestwick^  embracing  such  places  as  EZirkOswald, 
Maybole,  Crossbill,  Ayr,  and  Newton.  In  all  these  places  during  the  past  eighteen 
months  there  has  been  a  greatly  increased  interest  in  divine  things.  The  Lord's 
people  have  experienced  a  wonderful  quickening,  which  has  manifested  itself  in  a 
devotion  to  prayer  and  active  efforts  for  the  salvation  of  others  such  as  hitherto 
has  been  unknown ;  while  from  the  careless  and  indifferent  classes  outside  a  very 
considerable  number  have  been  awakened  and  brought  to  a  knowledge  of  the 
truth.  Wherever  a  few  Christians  are  living  in  close  proximity,  there  you  will 
find  a  meeting  for  prayer  more  or  less  regolaa»,  and,  as  the  result,  spiritual  things 
are  matter  of  common  conversation. 

'*  Maybole  and  neighbourhood  have  shared  largely  in  the  blessing*  From  the 
commencement  of  the  work  the  town  has  proved  singularly  free  from  party  or 
sectarian  movements.  Ministers  and  congregations  have  worked  harmoniously 
together,  and  the  result  has  been  eminently  satisfactory. 

'*  As  the  result  of  visits  mainly  by  young  men  and  others  from  Maybole,  a 
deep  religions  awakening  has  existed  during  the  past  year  in  the  fishing  village  of 
Punure,  and  a  goodly  number  of  those  wild  and  caretess  men  are  giving  evidence 
of  conversion  to  Grod. 

*'  Ayr  and  Newton  have  shared  to  a  considerable  extent  in  the  general  move- 
ment. There  are  many  things  in  connection  with  our  county  town  which  are  not 
favourable  to  a  religious  awakening.  For  eight  or  ten  days  every  year  we  have 
crowded  in  on  us,  in  connection  with  the  Baces,  thousands  of  people  whose  presence 
tells  only  for  evil.     Of  'BaUs'  there  is  no  end.     *Bace  BaUs,'  Cavalry  Balls, 
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County  Balls,  ifith  an  oecairionml  Fancy  BdJ^folldw  cadi  oUicriaqiuAwic^^ 
and  prodace  an  effect  on  the  general  commanity  which  is  not  good. 

"  In  spite  of  all  drawbacks,  however,  we  hare  much  reason  to  pnise  God. 
There  is  without  donbt  a  greatly  increased  interest  in  divine  things  The 
spiritoal  life  of  the  diaich  is  perceptibly  qnickeoed,  and  the  number  of  thoK 
engaged  more  or  less  directly  in  actiTS  wevk  is  Tastly  enlaiged.  Ptmyer-meeta^ 
are  nomeroos,  and  thronghont  the  town  there  is  »  perfect  netwoik  of  kitcbcs 
meetings.  A  large  number  hare  been  brought  to  a  saving  knowledge  of  the  trnt^ 
both  young  and  old,  and  the  test  of  time  is  proving  the  reality  of  their  oonvenioB. 

**  Much  good  has  resulted  from  a  meeting  held  on  Sabbath  evenings  for  the 
benefit  of  the  sailors  in  portb  A  band  of  young  men  visits  the  ships  beforehini 
and  invites  the  crews  to  the  halL  Many  Christian  sailors  are  thus  got  hold  <i 
and  an  amount  of  good  done  which  cannot  be  over  estimate. 

*'  Much  the  larger  proporti<m  of  those  who  profess  oonvasion  belong  to  tki 
families  of  church  members,  and  oousist  maimbf  of  young  men  and  women :  i 
goodly  number  are  of  a  different  dass,  and  proving  equally  earnest  and  devoted, 
while  a  very  few  are  aged  backsliders;. 

*'  As  an  instance  of  the  increased  spixitnal  life  of  the  district  I  may  mestim 
this  fact.  In  the  immediate  neighbourhood  there  are  seven  or  e^|^t  fiuous  vilhi 
a  radius  of  a  couple  of  miles,  and  once  a  month,  taking  each  house  in  ton,  tk 
families  meet  together  for  prayer  and  other  religious  exerdses." 

The  jfollowiDg  is  ftom  the  Minister  of  Majbole,  one  of  the  plaoes  re- 
ferred to  in  the  previous  communication : — 

'*  I  win  put  no  number  on  the  conversiaDS,  but  bey<md  doubt  (sod  the  tot  of 
time  has  had  its  action)  many  have  been  turned  to  the  Lord,  and  are  adomiog 
his  doctrine.  No  eztraordinaiy  agency  has  been  at  work, — ^very  little  help  Iroa 
outsiders,  and  such  help  has  not  been  uniformly  satisfactory.  A  band  of  Chni- 
tian  workers  belonging  to  the  locality  have  been  the  means,  under  God,  of  curt* 
ing  forward  the  work.  The  work  still  prospers,  though  not  so  pronounced  u  it 
one  time.  The  meetings  are  as  numerous  as  ever,  and  with  stMtne  ezoeptioD*  ai 
well  attended.'*' 

We  have  been  favoured  with  a  copy  of  the  report  of  the  Presbytery  of 
Aberdeen  to  the  Synod,  on  the  State  of  Beligion.  It  does  not  meotjoa 
any  present  general  awakening,  but  it  reports  a  large  amount  of  bcW 
Christian  life  manifested  by  the  existence  and  operations  of  numenntf 
Christian  agencies  in  the  city  of  Aberdeen,  and  in  the  congregations  of 
the  Presbytery  generally,  and  these  producing  an  encouraging  amonnt  of 
fruit.  We  give  the  following  brief  extract : — "  During  the  year  there 
has  not  been  any  very  ez tensive  spiritual  movement  within  the  bounds  of 
the  Presbytery,  but  there  has  been  much  steady  quiet  woric,  and  moch 
blessing.  Most  of  the  returns  from  ministers  are  very  cheering  as  regu^ 
general  congregational  spiritual  prosperity.  Good  and  steady  attendaocei 
on  the  means  of  grace,  and  marked  and  devout  attention,  are  prettj 
generally  reported.  Sabbath-schools  and  Bible  classes  seem  never  to 
have  received  more  attention,  and  seem  never  to  have  been  more  floarisb- 
ing.  It  is  very  gratifying  to  be  informed  from  several  quarters,  of  sub- 
stantial  blessing  in  souls  hopefully  saved  under  the  ordinary  means  of 
grace.  One  very  special  point  to  be  noted  is,  the  ingathering  of  the 
fruits  of  recent  spiritual  movements  goes  on." 

From  Dundee  we  have  the  following : — 

"  As  to  the  results  of  the  recent  revival  movement  in  Dundee,  these  an  to  > 
stranger  neither  outstanding  nor  very  apparent.  Nevertheless  there  is  decidedly 
increased  life  among  the  people  of  Ood,  and  the  forth-putting  of  better  oigaAi^e^ 
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and  more  Tigoronaly  rastained  efforts  of  an  eTangelistic  and  missionary  nature. 
Many  congregations  are  still  experiencing  the  quickening  influence  of  the  late 
spring-tide  of  blessing,  in  all  departments  of  the  Lord's  work,  both  in  the  up- 
building of  believers  and  in  the  ingathering  of  the  unsaved ;  in  increased  interest 
taken  in  those  who  already  belong  to  the  ^urch,  and  in  th*  large  dass  of  those 
who  neglect  ordinances." 

In  addition  to  the  congregational  matters,  there  are  niimeroas  evan- 
gelistic agencies  organised  in  Dundee,  and  actively  engaged  in  striving 
to  promote  the  cause  of  religion  and  morality.  In  a  place  like  Dundee 
there  are  many  serious  hindrances  to  a  general  lively  spiritual  state, 
arising  from  both  the  wealth  and  the  poverty  which  abound  in  the  town. 
But  this  only  calls  for  the  more  devoted  and  prayerful  efforts  on  the  part 
of  the  Church  of  Christ,  and  a  humble  yet  confident  dependence  on  the 
power  of  the  Spirit  of  God. 

In  Perth  and  neighbourhood  also,  there  are  indications  of  spiritual  life 
and  activity,  attended  with  the  usual  difiSculties  and  discouragements. 
One  of  our  ministers  in  Perth  writes  as  follows : — "  It  came  out,  and  was 
adverted  to  in  the  Presbytery  to-Klay,  also,  that  Bible-classes  are  much 
increased  in  the  numbers  attending  for  the  past  year.  This  is  signally 
my  own  experience;  and  I  find  that  a  quiet  work  has  been  going  on 
among  my  young  men,  drawing  in  one  and  another,  some  of  them  not  the 
most  likely.  Upon  the  whole,  we  are  livelier  than  we  were  about  eight 
months  ago.  There  is  much  to  encourage ;  a  growing  earnestness,  many 
of  the  younger  young  men  seeming  just  at  the  door  of  the  kingdom  ; 
increase  in  attendance  at  prayer-meetings,  thirst  for  a  revival  of  the 
Lord's  work,  and  expectancy  of  some  special  blessing  ere  long." 

Begarding  Stirling  and  the  district,  we  have  the  following  from  one  of 
our  ministers : — 

*'  1.  A  very  decided  work  of  God  in  the  spring  and  early  summer  of  1874. 
A  deep  impression  was  made  on  nearly  all  classes.  Some  hundreds  professed  to 
be  brought  to  the  Lord.  The  movement  extended  to  various  places  within  the 
bounds,  t,g..  Dollar,  Bridge  of  Allan,  etc.  Even  where  there  was  no  decided 
movement,  there  was  more  than  wonted  interest  in  divine  things.  A  fortnight 
of  meetings  in  Stirling  this  spring  (1876)  were  largely  attended,  and  did  much 
good,  but  few  anxious  inquirers  remained  to  be  spoken  with.  The  blessing  was 
mostly  confined  to  professed  believers.  All  the  speakers,  with  one  exception, 
were  ministers  from  Edinburgh,  Glasgow,  etc. 

'*2.  Comparatively  few  of  those  who  professed  in  1874  have  fallen  away — few 
indeed.  Many  young  and  old  men  and  women  have  made  decided  progress  in 
the  divine  life.  Meetings  for  studying  the  Word  are  held,  some  weekly,  and 
some  monthly.  There  are  several  young  women's  meetings.  Not  a  few  young 
women  who  have  time  on  their  hands  are  working  for  the  Lord — quietly  and 
unobserved  by  the  public.  A  Stirling  Young  Men's  Evangelistic  Society  is  hold- 
ing meetings  all  the  year  round  among  the  lapsed.  This  whole  state  of  things 
arose  out  of  the  movement  of  1 874. 

"  3.  It  is  much  to  be  desired  that  a  great  deal  more  of  the  life  and  work  among 
us  should  be  brought  into  connection  with  congregations.  Charity  and  catholi- 
city are  excellent,  but  a  dangerous  extreme  is  reached  when  congr^ations  are 
somewhat  lost  sight  of  by  their  own  members.  There  is  room  for  amendment 
here. 

"4.  No  reports  are  published.  For  one,  I  am  very  chary  of  saying  too  much. 
The  Lord  manifests  his  work  in  due  time  to  the  confusion  of  gainsay ers. 

'*  I  have  much  pleasure  in  sending  you  the  above.  I  sometimes  can  hardly 
believe  such  a  change  has  come  over  Stirling  since  I  came  to  labour  in  it.  It  is 
all  of  the  Lord.     Of  course  you  will  not  conclude  that,  with  all  I  have  stated,  we 
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are  in  «n  altogether  aatisfaotory  condition.  Maoh,  rwy  mnob,  needs  to  be  done. 
DnmkennesB  seenu  on  the  inoreaBe  among  the  artiean  daas  gettenUy,  thoQ^  we 
have  not  a  few  noble  Chriatian  men  among  thenaL" 

Nnoierous  evangelistic  and  benevolent  agencieB  are  in  active  operation  in 
Edinburgh  and  Glasgow.  There  is'mnch  prayer,  and  maeh  work.  The 
glad  tidings  of  salvation  by  Jesus  Christ  are  carried  to  manv,  and  mtnj 
seem  to  be  entering  into  the  kingdom.  In  particolar,  the  mid-day  pnjer- 
meeting  in  both  cities  continues  to  be  largely  attended,  and  is  much  enjoyed 
by  many,  those  who  offered  themselves  to  the  Lord's  work  continue  to  be 
trained  for  it,  numerous  Christian  visitors  of  different  kinds  are  seeking 
out  the  careless,  the  poverty-stricken,  the  sick  and  afflicted,  and  trying 
to  oarry  the  consolations  of  the  gospel  to  those  from  whom  every  eartblj 
comfort  seems  to  have  fled.  The  results  of  recent  revival  movements 
are  very  apparent,  and  tiie  fruits  of  them  are  being  gathered  in.  Still 
the  battle  is  not  yet  half  fought  out^  either  in  our  great  towns,  or  in  the 
country  at  large.  Natural' corruption  is  a  hard  tenacious  thing;  ud 
crimes  and  sinful  indulgences  tend  to  shut  out  all  good  influences  from 
the  heart  and  life.  We  cannot  but  think  that  those  who  have  felt  the 
power  of  these  revival  movements,  and  been  made  partakers  of  the 
spiritual  life,  are  a  small  minority  of  the  population.  They  seem  mxnj 
when  collected  in  a  large  crowded  meeting,  but  when  scattered  among 
the  thousands  and  tens  of  thousands  of  the  population,  where  or  vbit 
are  they  ?  Still  thanks  be  to  Gkxi  for  what  of  his  grace  and  of  the 
work  of  his  Spirit  have  been  vouchsafed  to  us.  In  this  great  warf&R 
of  the  faith  neither  the  successes  nor  the  difficulties — neither  the  victories 
nor  the  discouragements — should  be  ignored.  If  we  have  not  more  fnllj 
referred  to  the  hindrances  and  enemies  of  true  religion  which  everywkre 
abound,  it  is  not  because  we  think  them  of  little  account.  The  General 
Assembly  has  committees  for  dealing  with  these — with  intemperance  and 
Sabbath  profanation,  and  other  ontetanding  forms  of  wickedness,  »d 
hindrances  to  the  gospel,  and  to  these  special  Committees  we  leave  the 
special  reports  on  the  matters  with  which  they  are  appointed  to  deal. 

We  also  purposely  abstain  from  taking  up  matters  which  will  fall  to  be 
reported  on  by  the  different  branches  of  the  Church's  Home  Mission*- 
matters  which  have  to  do  in  many  respects  with  the  state  of  BeligiuQ 
and  Morality  among  a  large  class  of  the  population.  The  Home  MissioB 
Committee  will  report  regarding  the  state  of  religion  among  these. 

The  Reports  of  the  Evangelistic  Deputies  appointed  by  the  Assemblj 
to  visit  certain  Presbyteries  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix,  aod  will  gi^e 
in  detail  the  information  regarding  these  Presbyteries  that  we  h&re 
attempted  to  give  regarding  the  Church  as  a  whole.  All  these  reports 
are  fitted,  by  what  they  tell  us  of  life  and  success,  to  eneoarage  the 
Church  in  her  proper  work  of  witnessing  and  working  for  Christ ;  and  br 
making  us  aware  that  much  work  yet  remains  to  be  done,  and  that  there 
are  many  and  powerful  adversaries,  to  prepare  us  for  conflict  and  labour, 
and  to  send  us  to  the  Lord  for  help  and  strength. 

Reported  hy 

JAMES  JULIUS  WOOA 
Convener. 


XX.  STATE  OF  BSUGION  AKD  HOBALS. 


APPENDIX 


Report  op  Deputies  appointed  by  the  General" Assembly  to  visit 

THE  PbESBYTBEIES  OF  ElLOM  AND  DeER. 

• 

Pbisbttjcby  07  Bllon. 

The  hifliory  of  this  IVesbytery  illustrates  the  vitality  of  the  Free  Chtirch  even 
in  unfavourable  cironniBtances.     The  Disrnption  left  the  Presbytery  of  Ellon 
almost  extinguished.     Only  one  member  of  the  pre-disrnption  Presbytery  became 
a  minister  of  tiie  Free  Church,  the  late  Mr.  Alexander  Philip,  then  at  Cruden. 
A  small  nucleus  of  a  congregation  also  existed  at  Ellon,  but  without  a  minister. 
In  order  to  form  a  Free  C&urch  Presbytery  in  the  district^  two  congregations  had 
to  be  added  from  neighbouring  Presbjrteries.     Within  a  very  few  years,  however, 
three  other  congregations  were  formed  within  the  district  itself.    These  seven 
congregations  have  continued  to  prosper  with  the  usual  ups  and  downs  incident 
to  congregiitions  in  agricultural  districts,  and  are,  as  will  be  seen,  now  in  a 
flounshing  and  hopeful  condition.    Last  year  another  was  sanctioned  in  an  out- 
lying district,  where  ordinances  had  been  kept  up  for  some  time,  so  that  the 
Presbytery  now  consists  of  eight  regular  charges,  representing  ten  parishes. 
The  population  of  these  parishes,  according  to  last  census,  was  19,329,  and  is 
divided  almost  exclusively  between  the  Firee  and  Established  Churches.    The 
reports  of  the  different  congregations  will  show  how  firm  a  hold  the  latter  still 
has  in  the  district,  and  perhaps,  if  the  Free  Church  had  had  to  contend  with  the 
same  decrease  of  population  that  has  taken  place  in  some  districts,  our  position 
now  might  not  have  been  so  favourable.     But  during  the  ten  years  previous  to 
1871,  the  decrease  was  very  small,  and  in  the  twenty  years  from  1841  to  1861, 
there  was  a  considerable  increase.     Still,  in  a  district  where  the  Establishment 
claims,  and  apparently  with  little  exaggeration,  two-thirds  of  the  population,  to 
adhere  to  the  Free  Church  can  by  no  means  be  so  easy  a  matter  as  it  is  in  some 
parts  of  the  country,  and  we  shsJl  expect  to  find  the  Free  Church  congregations 
characterised  by  even  more  than  the  usual  measure  of  religions  earnestness  and 
intelligence.    A  passing  visit  and  a  single  meeting,  which  was  all  that  we  could 
give  to  most  of  the  congregations,  could  not  afford  us  opportunity  of  thoroughly 
testing  the  condition  of  the  congregations  in  these  respects.     But  judging  from 
what  we  saw  and  heard,  we  feel  ourselves  justified  in  saying  that  such  expecta- 
tions were  fully  realised.     We  found  gratifying  evidence  of  active  and  earnest 
work  in  the  Lord's  cause,  of  desire  for  spiritual  life  and  growth,  of  interest  in 
the  highest  prosperity  of  the  Church.     As  deputies  from  tiie  General  Assembly 
we  were  most  warmly  welcomed  by  both  ministers  and  people,  and  it  was  their 
regret,  as  well  as  ours,  that  we  could  not  remain  longer  to  evangelise  among 
them. 

Slains. — ^Rey.  George  Manson,  minister. — Church  outside  the  large  fishing- 
village  of  Collieston  ;  congregation  as  much  rural  as  fishing.  Charge  sanctioned 
only  last  year ;  Mr.  Manson  labouring  there  for  some  years  before. 

Visited  on  Wednesday,  3d  Kovember.  Day  both  of  preparation  for  Communion, 
and  of  thanksgiving  for  harvest.  Mr.  Cowan  preached  forenoon  and  evening, 
and  also  met  with  office-bearers  and  other  workers.  Attendance  small,  but  good 
considering  the  weather ;  and  the  people  looked  intelligent  and  earnest.  There 
are  two  services  each  Sabbath ;  a  congregational  Sabbath-school,  a  Sabbath-school 
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at  the  village  of  Oldcastle,  a  miniater's  Bible-claaa,  and  a  weekly  prayer-meetbg. 
Office-bearers  testified  to  good  done  among  the  young  by  minister's  Ssbbsth- 
school  labours.  Sabbath-school  less  prosperous  since  a  recent  settlement  in 
Established  Church.  Prayer-meeting  weak  :  a  room  in  the  village  specisUy  for 
meetings  seems  indispensable.  A  hard  field  to  work,  requiring  oonnge  and 
industry  ;  but  one  of  which,  with  these  qualities  and  God's  Uening,  mack  vill 
be  made. 

Much  interesting  and  good  work  done  at  Pitlurg  House  by  Mr.  Gordon  (who 
is  an  elder  in  the  congregation)  and  Mrs.  Gordon.  £spe<dally  Mrs.  Gordon'i 
Association  for  Females,  bearing  upon  both  their  religious  and  their  social  welfire, 
is  a  good  work,  worthy  of  imitation  by  all  in  like  position. 

FovXRAN. — Rev.  John  S.  Clark,  minister. — Church  in  the  oonntry,  m  anelerttcd 
position,  visible  thirty  miles  off  at  sea :  serves  the  large  fishing  and  sea-poii 
village  of  Newburgh,  as  well  as  the  rural  district  around. 

Visited  on  Sabbath,  November  7,  by  Mr.  Melville,  who  preached  at  Foveno 
in  the  forenoon,  and  at  Newburgh  (the  regular  evening  service  in  the  School- 
house)  in  the  evening.  Forenoon  attendance  diminished  by  weather ;  evening 
a  very  full  and  attentive  meeting — attended,  as  always,  by  pezaons  of  sll  de- 
nominations. A  flourishing  Sabbath-school,  held  before  evening  senric«, 
superintended  by  one  of  the  elders,  with  70-80  scholars^  and  10  teachers,  vu 
also  addressed  by  Mr.  Melville. 

.  Mr.  Cowan  and  Mr.  James  Miller  (the  elder  of  the  deputation)  visited  FoTera 
on  Monday  evening,  November  8 ;  spent  an  hour  with  elders,  another  boar 
with  them  and  all  other  workers,  and  thereafter  addressed  meeting  in  the  chorcL 
Besides  the  services  and  the  Sabbath-school  indicated  above,  there  is  ano^r 
Sabbath-school  at  the  church,  and  one  at  a  farm-house ;  a  weekly  prayer-meetio^ 
at  Newburgh,  and  district  prayer-meetings.  The  Monthly  VUUor  is  distnbnteii 
regularly  to  aU  the  families  in  Newburgh,  the  distributors  being  mostly  of  tbe 
Free  Church ;  and  a  colporteur,  who  is  a  member  of  the  congregation,  does  mncb 
good  work.  Altogether,  the  meetings  here  were  gratifying,  both  as  to  sise  ud 
spirit ;  tokens  being  manifest  of  spiritual  life,  and  of  much  heartiness  and  earnest- 
ness in  Christian  work. 

Mbthuc. — ^Bev.  John  Mennie,  minister. — The  same  evening  Mr.  Melville  went 
to  Methlic,  to  meet  with  the  office-bearers  and  congregation.  As  it  was  the 
Monday  after  the  Communion,  and  the  evening  meeting  was  the  only  sernee 
held,  there  was  a  very  good  attendance  of  the  congregation,  quite  filling  a  ball  or 
lazge  Session-house  recently  added  to  the  church.  This  congregation  waa  not 
started  till  1849.  The  district  in  which  it  is  situated  is  entirely  agricultural,  and 
stretches  about  8  miles  either  way.  There  are  no  villages  of  any  sixe.  Tbe 
people  are  scattered  among  the  farms,  some  of  them  at  great  distances  from  the 
church.  Their  comparative  isolation  retards  the  spread  of  any  awakening  interest 
among  them.  In  the  summer  months,  however,  district  prayer-meetiogs  are 
held  in  four  different  places,  some  of  which  are  very  well  attended.  Three  or 
four  Sabbath-schools  are  also  kept  uj),  but  the  young  people,  though  they  oooe 
forward  at  the  usual  time  to  the  membership  of  the  Church,  are  described  tf 
being  backward  to  engage  in  the  work  of  Sabbath-school  teaching.  The  office- 
bearers oould  not  complain  of  the  spread  of  intemperance  or  immorality  witbtn 
the  congregation.  But  in  the  district  at  large  they  considered  intemperance  to 
be  decidedly  on  the  increase,  owing  to  the  high  rate  of  wages,  and  immorality  to 
be  as  prevalent  as  ever. 

On  Tuesday,  November  9,  we  had  a  very  cordial  meeting  with  the  Prtsbytery 
at  EUon,  and  conferred  with  the  brethren  as  to  the  state  of  religion  within  the 
bounds.  Any  congregational  details  mentioned  in  this  conference  are  given 
under  the  head  of  the  respective  congregations.  We  would  mention  here, 
however,  that  almost  all  the  brethren  testified  to  blessing  received,  and  «titf 
being  received,  in  connection  with  meetings  held  in  spring  1875,  thronghoot 
the  district,  by  the  evangelists  authorised  by  the  Home  Mission  Committee. 
One  minister  said  their  addresses  had  served  to  bring  out  a  work  long  fS^ 
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on  secretly  amongst  the  people,  and  that  during  a  ministry  of  some  length 
he  had  never  seen  more  evidence  of  the  Lord^s  presence  and  power.  Another 
believed  his  congregation  to  be  now  .as  flourishing  spiritually  as  it  had 
ever  been  during  the  past  ten  years ;  much  interest  had  been  awakened  when 
Messrs.  Moody  and  Sankey  visited  Aberdeen;  the  visit  of  the  Free  Church 
evangelists  had  brought  this  out,  and  the  fruit  was  still  being  gathered.  Another 
said  that  for  the  past  two  years  his  congregation  had  been  in  a  much  more  lively 
state  than  formerly ;  the  work  had  begun  in  his  Bible-class ;  several  of  the 
members  were  awakened  and  asked  for  Christian  work  to  do ;  they  were  set  to 
distribute  tracts,  and  the  whole  parish  was  overtaken  by  them  ;  several  members 
had  been  brought  in  from  without  in  a  very  hopeful  state  of  mind ;  there  was 
deep  interest  among  the  young ;  he  had  been  ably  seconded  by  his  elders,  who 
were  always  ready  to  take  up  the  case  of  the  anxious.  With  regard  to 
the  state  of  the  district  morally,  the  general  feeling  of  the  Presbytery  was  that, 
while  cases  of  discipline  in  their  own  congregations  were  decreasing,  owing  to 
the  lax  part  of  the  population  drifting  away  from  the  Free  Church,  it  could 
not  be  said  that  the  district  as  a  whole  was  improving,  especially  as  regards 
immorality. 

'Ellov. — ^Rev.  William  Ferguson,  minister. — Visited  on  Sabbath,  November 
7)  by  Mr.  Cowan,  who  preached  forenoon  and  evening ;  forenoon  congregation 
good,  evening  small,  as  many  of  the  congregation  reside  at  a  distance.  On 
Tuesday  eveniog,  9th  November,  the  whole  deputation  held  a  meeting  with  the 
congregation,  which  was  well  attended,  and  showed  much  interest  and  serious- 
ness ;  also  a  meeting  with  office-bearers  and  workers.  There  is  one  congrega- 
tional Sabbath-school,  besides  three  district  Sabbath -sohoolB,  not  entirely,  but 
mainly,  conducted  by  Free  Church  members ;  also  a  weekly  prayer-meetiog,  and 
district  prayer-meetings  and  preachings.  The  elders  showed  a  good  spirit,  and 
8ome  of  them  are  distinguished  for  spiritual  work.  It  is  their  habit  to  come  into 
the  vestry  for  prayer  with  the  minister  before  service.  This  congregation  began 
in  1843  with  7  members,  has  now  about  200,  and  its  importance  spiritually  in 
the  district  is  peculiarly  great.  Meetings  in  spring  by  evaugelists  of  Home 
Mission  Committee  were  well  attended,  and  had  a  quickening  effect ;  and  the 
minister  has  had  specially  encouraging  cases  lately  from  among  the  young. 

TJdnt. — Rev.  George  Archibald,  minister. — ^Visited  Wednesday,   November 

10,  by  the  whole  deputation,  which  met  first  with  elders,  then  with  them  and  all 
other  office-bearers  and  workers,  and  thereafter  with  the  congregation  ;  all  meet- 
ings well  attended,  earnest,  and  lively.  The  Sabbath-school  and  mioister's  Bible- 
class  meet  on  Sabbath  morning.  There  is  a  weekly  prayer-meeting;  and  there  are 
district  prayer-meetings  held  by  the  minister,  assisted  by  elders.  Messrs.  Miller 
and  Bimie,  Home  Mission  Evangelists,  visited  last  spring  and  held  meetings, 
in  connection  with  which,  and  the  ordinary  means,  signal  quickening  took 
place.  Of  this  the  minister  spoke  at  the  meeting  of  Presbytery  as  **  a  real  work, 
limited  to  no  age,  nor  sex,  nor  social  position,  such  as  he  had  not  seen,  in  like 
manifestation,  in  his  thirty  years'  ministry,"  and  which,  occurring  when  he  was 
not  in  very  good  health,  was  **  as  marrow  to  the  bones.'*  The  young  men  shared 
tttosi  largely  in  the  blessing.  The  prayer-meeting  attendance  has  been  increased 
since,  and  there  is  a  readiness  to  take  part  in  its  exercises.  All  have  been  much 
cheered  by  this  work  of  grace,  and  especially  by  the  marks  of  its  solidity  and 
permanence. 

Nxw  Machab. — Rev.  J.  E.  Dugnid,  minister. — Visited  Thursday,  November 

11,  by  the  whole  deputation.  The  minister  and  kirk-session  had  appointed  this 
as  the  Harvest  Thanksgiving-day,  in  order  to  give  special  advanti^  for  meet- 
ings, and  the  minister  of  the  Established  Church  had  courteously  entered  iuto 
this  arrangement.  Accordingly,  the  deputies,  after  an  interesting  meeting  with 
office-bearers  and  workers,  addressed  large  meetings  in  the  church,  both  forenoon 
and  evening,  the  evening  meeting  being  more  evangelistic,  and  attended  by 
Established  Church  people  as  well  as  those  of  the  Free  Church.     There  is  a  con- 


10  APPENDIX  TO  &BPORT  ON  THE  XX. 

gregationol  Sabbath-scliool  and  a  minister**  Bible-daaa,  both  w^-mpported  ud 
thriving,  also  several  district  Sabbath-schools,  not  strictly  denominationaL    Col- 
lectors also  distribute  Mtmihly  VisUor,  and  to  others  besides  Free  Cfaardi  fsaulics. 
The  workers  seem  in  good  heart,  and  are  still  extending  their  work.    l%ere  vc 
four  or  Ave  district  prayer-meetings*     A  Young  Men's  Assoeiatioa,  not  whoQj 
Free  Church,  meets  in  the  session-house  on  Sabbath  mominigs,  and  meets  ilie 
on  Thursday  evenings.     As  at  Udny,  so  here,  a  time  of  refreshing  was  enjoyed 
last  ^ring ;  the  special  agents  being  the  same,  and  the  news  of  revival  elsewben 
having  excited  interest  aod  desire.    Not  a  few  were  hopefully  <90fnverted,  mostty 
young,  but  some  more  advanced,  and  some  who  showed  no  apnitnal  intereit 
before,  and  the  fruits  are  abiding. 

Cruden.— Rev.  Thomas  Moir,  minister. — ^Visited  Friday,  November  12,  by 
Messrs.  Cowan  and  Miller,  who  met  with  elders,  then  with  all  workers^  aa^ 
thereafter  with  congregation.  Mr.  Cowan  also  remaioed,  held  a  meeting  on 
Saturday  evening  at  the  fishing  village  of  Ward  of  Cruden,  preached  twice  os 
Sabbath,  and  addressed  Sabbath-school  and  Mrs.  Moir's  class  for  young  children. 
All  meetings  largely  attended,  and  full  of  interest.  There  is  a  minister*s  Bible- 
class,  a  congregational  Sabbath-school,  one  equally  large  conducted  by  Ber. 
Oeorge  Brown  (Ute  of  St.  Paul's,  Edinburgh)  and  family,  and  a&otiier  superin- 
tended by  one  of  the  elders.  Also  an  *'  infants'  class,"  at  which  twenty  were 
found  attending,  taught  on  Sabbath  afternoons  by  Mrs.  Moir.  Abont  240  in  aQ 
are  thus  taught.  There  is  a  weekly  prayer-meeting  at  the  church,  and  a  nffi- 
cient  number  of  district  meetings  ;  also  a  meeting  for  prayer,  at  which  an  elder 
presides,  every  Sabbath  morning  half  an-hour  before  service.  A  Female  Mianos- 
ary  Association,  dating  from  pre-disruption  times,  collects  for  all  misaioBaiy 
objects.  About  a  year  ago  a  remarkable  -quickening  was  experienoed  here ;  • 
considerable  number,  principally  young  persons,  were  hopefully  converted ;  the 
subsequent  visit  of  Home  Mission  Committee  Evangelists  did  good,  but  the  work 
was  not  specially  connected  with  their  visit,  and  was  mostly  before  that^  For  the 
last  two  years  tiie  minister  has  seen  more  spiiitnal  fruit  than  in  all  his  previoai 
ministry ;  the  work  has  gone  on  continuously,  and  has  been  characterised  and  pro- 
moted by  a  new  openness  on  the  part  of  very  many  to  speak  about  personal  salra- 
tion.  To  engage  those  who  had  got  spiritual  blessing  for  themselves  in  good  work, 
tract-distribution  was  commenced.  On  a  general  invitation,  twenty-one  cane 
forward  for  this  work.  The  work  began  with  250  tracts  {McfUhlp  ViaHor) ;  ^ 
are  now  required,  and  are  given  to  every  family  in  the  parish. 

Old  Mbldrum.— Rev.  J.  Paterson,  minister.— Visited  Sabbath,  November  U 
by  Mr.  Miller,  iriio  addressed  meetings  afternoon  and  evening  ;   and  on  Monday, 
November  15,  by  Messrs.  Cowan  and  Miller,  who,  after  meetings  with  eldenaad 
with  all  workers,  addreased  a  large  meeting  of  the  congregation  in  the  cbuit^ 
The  Sabbath-school  meets  in  the  church  at  10  A.1C.    The  minister  has  two  Bibl^ 
classes,  the  junior  consisting  of  those  from  fourteen  to  eighteen,  the  senior  moe»7 
of  young  persons  above  eighteen.     A  Young  Men's  Association  (not  exduaively 
denominational),  meets  on -Sabbath  afternoons  and  Wednesday  evenings,  tb* 
Wednesday  meeting  being  held  from  district  to  district.    The  deacons  (who  ail 
collect  their  own  districts),  also  distribute  the  MtnUkly  VMor,  and  there  ia  aa 
association  of  missionary  collectors,  somewhat  as  at  Cruden.    There  is  a  weekly 
prayer>meeting  in  the  school-room,  pretty  well  attended  ;   numerous  diatnct 
prayer-meetings    by  elders,    assisted    by   deacons,   and  simultaneous  pny^ 
meetings  are  held  by  the  elders  in  their  districts  always  on  the  Friday  preceding 
the  Communion.     Within  the  last  two  years  evangelistic  meetings  (sometime* 
for  a  fortnight)  have  been  several  times  held — ^by  ministers  and  laymen  together 
— by  Home  Mission  Committee  Evangelists,  and  by  those  of  the  Scottish  Evafl- 
gelistic  Association,  the  last  being  specially  owned  of  God  here.     But  a  work  oi 
quickening  seemed  to  have  been  going  on  continuously,  the  minister  for  some  tio^ 
seldom  being  without  some  inquirers,  or  some  coming  to  tell  of  spiritual  good 
obtained   The  good  effect  of  the  labours  of  the  late  Mr.  Qarioch,  Disruption  mioi^ 
here,  has  been  felt  by  subsequent  labourers,  and  tells  to  this  day,  the  standiff  <v 
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Christiao  knowledge  being  high,  and  mothers  in  particular  being  zealons  in  instmct- 
ing  their  children.  Many  things  in  the  state  of  the  district,  espedaUy  the  state  of 
religion  and  morality  among  farm  servants,  are  discouraging,  but  altogether,  and 
as  regards  this  congregation,  much  earnest  effort  seemed  to  be  pat  successfully 
forth,  and  not  a  littiLe  spiritual  life  and  liveliness  to  exist. 
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The  Presbjrtery  of  Deer  contains  now  thirteen  Congregations.  Its  bound* 
embrace  the  same  number  of  old  parishes,  the  majori^  of  which  are  increasing 
in  population.  The  minister  of  only  one  of  these  panshes  left  the  Established 
Church  at  the  Disruption.  He  shortly  afterwards  transfexred  his  services  to  the 
English  Presbyterian  Church,  so  that  the  pre-dismption  Church  is  now  repre- 
sented in  the  Free  Church  Presbytery  only  by  the  minieiter  of  Peterhead,  who 
occupies  still  the  same  building  in  which  he  preached  as  a  Chapel  minister  before 
the  Disruption.  As  was  to  be  expected  in  the  circumstances,  the  fully  equipped 
congregations  of  the  Free  Church  were  at  first  few,  but  they  soon  increased  to 
nine.  The  Original  Secession  congregation  of  Clola  was  added  in  1852,  and  three 
other  vigorous  new  congregations  have  been  formed  in  recent  years.  It  does 
not  appear,  however,  that  the  membership  of  the  Free  Church  has  increased  in 
the  Presbytery,  at  least  during  the  last  ten  years.  The  population  is  divided 
into  two  distinct  classes,  the  agricultural  class  of  the  country  districts  and  the 
fishing  population  of  the  coast  towns  and  villages,  and,  as  usual,  religious  interest 
and  earnestness  is  exhibited  much  more  freely  by  the  latter  than  by  the  former. 

Your  Deputies  visited  the  Presbytery  in  the  beginning  of  March,  holding 
conference  with  the  Presbytery,  and  visiting  the  several  congregations  separately. 
We  had  hoped  to  have  two  elders  associated  with  us  on  this  occasion,  so  that 
two  Deputies  might  have  gone  to  each  congregation.  But  at  the  last  moment 
one  of  the  elders  was  prevented  by  illness  from  going.  Mr.  Miller  therefore 
distributed  his  services  as  far  as  posaible  over  different  parts  of  the  Presbytery. 

Clola. — Bev.  George  M'Crie,  minister. — Mr.  Melville  visited  Clola  on  the  29th 
of  February.  The  minister  was  unfortunately  absent  in  consequence  of  family 
affliction,  and  Mr.  Ferguson  of  Kinmundy,  who  is  an  elder  in  the  congretgationy 
kindly  presided  in  his  absence.  After  conference  with  the  office-bearers,  a  meet- 
ing was  held  with  the  congregation  in  the  church,  which  was  well  attended. 
This  old  Secession  congregation  is  set  down  in  a  district  at  a  considerable  dis- 
tance from  other  Churches.  The  services  are  frequently  attended  by  many  who 
are  members  of  other  congregations  and  other  denominations,  who  have  been 
privileged  to  find  there  evangelical  preaching  when  it  was  not  to  be  found  else- 
where. The  congregation  itself  is  not  large ;  but,  thanks  to  a  few  earnest  people,  the 
district  seems  to  be  well  worked.  There  are  several  district  meetings  during  the 
week,  and  three  Sabbath-schools,  which  are  attended  by  those  belonging  to  other 
denominations  as  well  as  to  the  Free  Church.  Tracts  are  distributed  regularly, 
and  a  colporteur  traverses  this  and  the  neighbouring  district  of  Old  Deer,  and 
holds  occasional  meetings. 

FRASiERBUitaH. — ^Bev.  William  Paterson,  minister. — ^Visited  Monday,  February 
28tfa,  by  Mr.  Cowan  alone,  who  met  with  dders,  then  with  all  workers,  and  there- 
after addressed  a  well-attended  congregational  meeting  in  the  church.  There  is  a 
flourishing  congregational  Sabbath-school;  143  scholars,  and  an  infant  depart- 
ment besides,  of  forty-two ;  and  a  teachers'  prayer-meeting  monthly.  Another 
Sabbath-school,  not  denominational,  is  superintended  by  one  of  the  elders,  half  the 
teachers  being  Free  Church  ;  and  another,  somewhat  similar,  is  held  in  a  rural 
district  in  the  neighbourhood.  The  minister  has  a  Sabbath-evening  Bible-class, 
numbering  ninety-five,  of  which  good  fruit  is  reaped.  There  is  a  weekly  prayer- 
meeting  ;  and  a  Sabbath-morning  feUowship  meeting,  attended  by  both  men  and 
women,  younger  and  older.  Also  a  Young  Men's  Mutual  Improvement  Association, 
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meeting  on  week-days,  opened  and  dosed  with  prayer.    In  the  fishing  season,  the 
population  is  abnormally  swelled  ;  there  are  many  open-air  and  other  reUgiou 
services ;  and,  when  the  season  is  passed,  it  is  somewhat  difficult  to  get  the 
residents  settled  down  into  former  quiet  habits  of  steady  chnrch -going    To  % 
slight  extent,  as  in  the  Highlands,  and  partly  owing  perhaps  to  the  influx  from 
the  Highlands  in  the  fishing  season,  there  is  a  backwardness  to  come  forward  to 
the  Communion,  and  one-half  the  oommanicants  do  not  r^nlariy  obserre  the 
ordinance.     But  there  have  been  several  seasons  of  quickening  during  the  last  ten 
years  ;  people  are  willing  to  converse  about  personal  religion  ;  and  the  minister, 
though  he  would  desire  to  see  more,  is  not  without  some  preciona  enoourag^ 
ments  in  his  labours. 

LoNOsiDK — Rev.  T.  L.  Wilson,  minister. — ^As  it  happened  to  be  the  Communioa 
week  at  Longside,  Mr.  Melville  preached  there  on  the  Fast-day,  and  again  on  the 
Sunday  evening.  He  had  a  meeting  with  the  office-bearers  before  the  service  on 
the  Fast-day,  and  addressed  the  people  on  the  objects  of  the  deputation  at  the 
conclusion  of  the  service.  This  congregation  is  scattered  over  a  pretty  extensive 
parish.  Many  of  them  are  therefore  unable  to  return  to  the  aecond  Sunday  ser- 
vice, which  is  held  (as  is  usual  in  this  district)  in  the  evening  ;  but  their  places 
are  often  supplied  by  hearers  of  other  denominations.  The  state  of  the  minister's 
health  has  of  late  prevented  him  from  undertaking  much  extra-work  in  the  way 
of  prayer-meetings  or  classes,  but  he  reports  some  increase  of  apparent  impt«f- 
sion  and  interest  especially  among  the  young.  There  are  two  or  three  district 
Sabbath-schools ;  and  here  again  the  commendable  feature  appears  that  these 
district  Sabbath-schools  are  not  exclusively  denominational,  but  embrace  botii 
teachers  and  scholars  of  all  denominations,  so  that  they  are,  in  more  ways  thaa 
one.  Mission  Schools.  There  are  in  this  parish  a  few  families  of  quarrymen,  who 
do  not  profess  to  belong  to  any  Church.  We  could  not  learn  that  any  special 
effort  is  made  to  bring  them  out. 

New  Absrdour.— Rev.  William  M'Robbie,  minister.— -Visited  Friday,  Msidi 
3d,  by  Mr.  Cowan,  who  met  with  office-bearers  and  workers,  and  also  preached 
and  addressed  the  congregation,  assisting  further  at  the  Communion  on  Sabbath 
and  preaching  in  the  evening.  This  charge  was  sanctioned  by  last  Assembly, 
and  supplies  the  village  and  surrounding  country.  There  is  a  congregational 
Sabbath-school,  in  which  members  of  the  Established  Church  assist ;  also  a 
Sabbath-school  at  Aberdour  House,  conducted  by  Mr.  Barclay  ;  and  the  minister 
has  a  large  Bible-class  on  Sabbath  afternoon.  The  Monthly  Visitor  is  regnlariy 
distributed  in  the  district.  The  congregation, — with  its  beautiful  churdi,  aod 
earnest  young  minister,  and  many  willing  helpers, — is  of  much  promise ;  and 
tokens  of  spiritual  life  and  special  blessing  were  not  wanting  on  the  interestuig 
occasion  of  this  the  first  Communion  since  the  settlement  of  a  pastor. 

New  Dsbr. — Rev.  Archibald  Gardner,  minister. — Visited  Tuesday,  March 
7,  by  Messrs.  Cowan  and  Miller,  who  met  with  elders,  then  with  all  worfceii, 
and  thereafter  addressed  a  good  meeting  (notwithstanding  inclement  weather)  in 
the  church.  There  is  a  congregational  Sabbath-school,  and  a  Sabbathechooi 
taught  at  Brucklay  Castle  by  the  members  of  the  family.  But  a  peculiarity  bei« 
is  a  Sabbath-school  association  for  the  district,  principally  foetered  by  the  Free 
and  United  Presbyterian  Churches,  in  connection  with  which  600  children  are 
being  taught.  A  weekly  prayer-meeting  is  held  by  the  minister  in  a  school-room 
in  the  village.  The  Monthly  Visitor  is  regularly  distributed.  Times  of  rerivil 
have  been  experienced  from  1860  onward,  of  which  good  fruits  remain ;  nothing 
very  special  recently, — although  encouraging  cases  are  always  coming  before 
the  minister, — and  as  to  spiritual  life,  tUui  congregation  seems,  compsratively 
speaking,  to  stand  high. 

Nkw  PrrsLitiO.— Rev.  Robert  Taylor,  minister.— -Visited  on  Sabbath,  March  ^ 
by  Mr.  Cowan,  who  preached  in  the  forenoon  ;  and  on  Monday  evening,  March 
6,  by  Messrs.  Cowan  and  Miller,  who  met  with  elders,  then  with  all  workeit, 
and  thereafter  addressed  a  large  and  interesting  meeting  in  the  church,    this  tf 
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the  largest  village  in  Aberdeenshire ;  population,  2100  ;  is  fally  a  mile  long,  and 
florronnded  by  granite  quarries  and  peat  mosses.  There  is  a  good  congregational 
Sabbath-school,  and  a  Sabbath-school  in  the  country,  taught  by  one  of  the 
members.  A  prayer-meeting  in  some  house  of  the  village  or  district  is  held 
^weekly.  The  number  of  children  at  church  with  their  parents  was  specially 
marked  here  on  the  Sabbath.  Although  there  has  been  nothing  of  the  nature  of 
special  revival,  yet  of  late  the  interest  in  divine  things  has  been  growing  ;  there 
have  been  some  specially  hopeful  cases ;  and  it  seemed  to  the  deputies  that  the 
minister  had  much  cause  to  be  encouraged  in  his  diligent  and  faithful  labours. 

Old  Debr. — Rev.  A.  XJrquhart,  minister. — Mr.  Melville  and  Mr.  Miller  visited 
the  congregation  on  2d  March.  After  conference  with  the  office-bearers  a 
meeting  was  held  in  the  church.  The  parish  of  Old  Deer  is  the  largest  in  the 
Presbytery,  and  contains  several  villages  at  some  distance  from  each  other,  as 
well  as  a  scattered  farm  population.  The  attendance  at  church  is  affected  by 
this  circumstance.  But  there  are  four  out-stations  where  evening  service  is  held 
by  the  different  ministers  in  rotation,  and  at  these  services  a  good  attendance  is 
generally  secured.  The  prayer-meetings  are,  in  summer  at  least,  conducted  in 
the  same  way ;  and  there  are  no  fewer  than  six  Sabbath-schools,  which  are 
quite  undenominational.  Evangelistic  meetings  were  held  in  the  Free  Church 
last  year.  Considerable  interest  was  awakened  at  the  time,  but  was  found  soon 
to  die  down.  Many  of  the  young  people,  however,  are  believed  to  have  been 
much  blessed,  and  to  be  continuing  steadfast 

Peterhead. — Rev.  James  Yuill,  mimster. — Mr.  Melville  and  Mr.  Miller 
visited  Peterhead  congregation  on  28th  February,  holding  a  conference  with  the 
office-bearers,  and  a  meeting  with  the  congregation  as  usual  This  is  the  largest 
congregation  in  the  Presbytery,  and  the  great  majority  of  the  people  are  in  the 
town.  Still,  half -day  hearing  was  reported  to  be  common,  and  the  prayer-meeting 
was  said  to  be  but  poorly  attended.  A  mission  district  is  worked  in  the  poorer 
part  of  the  town  by  means  of  a  Sabbath-school  and  tract  distribution.  Special 
services  are  maintained  by  special  deputies  for  the  benefit  of  the  fishermen 
during  the  fishing  season.  But  we  could  not  learn  that  any  extra  means  had 
been  used  of  late  years  to  awaken  fresh  interest  among  the  townspeople. 

Peterhead  Terrttorial. — Rev.  Alex.  Bisset,  minister. — ^Mr.  Melville  preached 
here  on  the  forenoon  of  Sunday,  6th  March,  and  mentioned  the  object  of  the 
deputation,  and  Mr.  Miller  held  conference  with  the  office-bearers  in  the  evening, 
and  took  part  in  addressing  the  congregation  at  their  ordinary  evening  service. 
This  congregation  has  been  only  a  few  years  in  existence,  and  it  is  too  soon  yet  to 
estimate  its  position,  as  it  has  not  yet  obtained  a  permanent  meeting-place  of  its 
own.  The  attendance  on  Sunday  was  exceedingly  good,  and  the  organisation  of 
congregational  work  has  been  very  vigorously  begun.  The  membership  is 
increasing,  but  a  certain  backwardness  found  among  the  fishing  population  to 
take  the  step  of  sitting  down  at  the  Lord's  table  keeps  back  some  persons 
believed  to  be  qualified.  There  are  two  prayer-meetings  during  the  week,  one 
specially  for  the  mission  workers.  There  are  two  Sabbath-schools,  one  in  Peter- 
head, another  in  an  outiying  village.  In  these,  we  were  told!,  the  Shorter 
Catechism  is  not  taught,  principally  on  account  of  a  "growing  reluctance  to 
commit  anything  to  memory."  The  mission  district,  specially  worked  by  the 
congregation,  contains  a  population  of  upwards  of  2500  souls.  It  is  divided 
among  eleven  visitors,  and  various  meetings  are  held.  Open-air  meetings  have 
been  well  attended. 

PiTflLioo,  Roseheartt. — ^Rev.  James  Murdoch,  minister. — ^Visited  Thursday, 
March  2,  by  Mr.  Cowan,  who  met  with  office-bearers  and  Sabbath -school  teachers, 
and  thereafter  addressed  a  meeting  in  the  church.  The  congregation  is  almost 
entirely  drawn  from  the  fishing  population,  and  many,  at  this  season,  are  absent 
at  the  West  Highland  fishing ;  notwithstanding  which  there  was  a  good  attend- 
ance, as  well  as  a  ready  and  earnest  audience.  There  are  two  services  on 
Sabbath,  forenoon  and  evening ;  forenoon  best  attended  in  summer,  evening  in 
winter.    There  is  a  weekly  prayer-meeting  in  the  church,  and  also  a  prayer- 
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meeting  once  a  week  in  either  of  two  houses ;  tiie  elders  sssist  «t  the  pnyer- 
meetings.    Also  a  monthly  service  at  the  fishing  village  of  Pitollie.    Thers  is  s 
minister's  Bible-class  on  Sabbath  morning,  besides  a  class  daring  the  week, 
taught  by  the  minister,  at  which  secular  instruction  is  given,  along  with  a  Bibls 
lesson.    The  congregational  Sabbath^chool  meets  at  ten  a.m . ;  and  another  large 
Sabbath-school  in   the  church  in  the  afternoon.      A  SabbatSi-Bchool  Society, 
originated  sixteen  years  ago,  prindpally  by  the  Free  Church  and  United  Presby- 
terian ministers,  takes  up  most  of  the  children  of  the  paii^     The  MotUhljf 
Viaiior,  BriUak  Messenger^  and  Herald  of  Mercy,  are  distributed  to  the  oongregs* 
tion  and  in  the  district.     The  old  character  and  habits  of  the  people  hare 
furnished  much  to  contend  with,  but  by  the  continuous  preaching  of  the  goxpel, 
with  aid  of  subordinate  means,  a  gradual  and  growing  improvement  has  taken 
place. 

Kathef. — ^Rev.  Alexander  Ck>bban,  minister. — ^Visited  Wednesday,  March  l,by 
Messrs.  Cowan  and  Miller,  who  met  with  elders,  then  with  all  workers,  and  there- 
after addressed  a  very  full  and  interesting  meeting  of  the  congregation.  The 
church  is  in  the  country,  but  the  congregation  is  about  equally  drawn  from  the 
country  and  from  three  fishing  villages.  There  is  one  service  on  Sabbath ;  hot 
for  the  last  two  summers  an  afternoon  devotional  service  (where  religious  intelli- 
gence is  alK>  given)  has  been  held  in  the  church,  by  the  minister,  assisted  by 
elders  and  others,  and  has  been  felt  to  be  preoious.  Minister's  Bible-class  oo 
Sabbath-morning  ;  Sabbath-school  after  forenoon  service :  wdl-attended,  sod 
well-supported.  About  two  years  ago  there  was  a  good  revival  time,  good 
meetings  in  the  villages,  and  much  readiness  to  converse :  fruits  of  those  seaaom 
are  even  now  being  discovered  ;  and  the  result  of  them,  and  of  the  minister's  long 
and  earnest  labours  generally,  is  to  be  seen  in  the  manifest  spiritual  life  that  ma 
felt  to  be  in  the  congregation. 

Stbichsn. — Bev.  John  Tainsh,  minister. — Visited  Tuesday,  February  29»  by 
Messrs.  Cowan  and  Miller,  who  met  in  oonferenoe  with  elders,  then  with  all 
workers,  and  thereafter  addressed  a  good  meeting  of  the  congregation.  Sabbath- 
school  meets  at  10  a.x.  ;  and  mimster's  Bible-class  after  forenoon  service :  both 
are  well  attended.  Inquirers— especially  young  men^-seek  conversation  with  tiie 
minister,  and  others  tell  of  good  received.  The  congregation  seems  character- 
ised by  intelligeiice  and  solidity,  and  the  spiritual  progress  to  be  enoouraging. 


St.  FsBOtra — ^Bev.  A.  Linn,  minister. — Mr.  Mdville  and  Mr.  Miller  viated  Sk 
Fergus  on  3d  March.  The  parish  contains  only  one -village,  and  that  not  a  Iai|^ 
one.  The  rest  of  the  population  is  seattered.  The  churbh,  owing  to  the 
difficulty  found  at  the  time  of  the  Disruption  in  getting  a  site^  is  about  a  mile 
distant  from  the  village,  but  the  attendance  is,  nevertheless,  regular.  The 
prayer-meeting  is  held  in  the  village,  and  there  is  a  Sabbath«sohool  there,  as  well 
as  at  the  church.  Some  difficulty  is  found  in  getting  the  young  who  are  aft 
service  to  attend  classes,  as  they  have  not  every  Sunday  to  themselves,  but  the 
minister  has  had  considerable  satisfaction  of  late  in  sevenl  whom  he  has  admitted 
to  the  Lord's  table. 

Congregational  Work, — In  almost  all  the  congregations  there  are  two  services^ 
forenoon  (at  half -past  eleven),  and  evening  ;  the  evening  service  being  a  voliiiitary 
addition  to  the  statutory  single  service  of  the  olden  time.     This  arrangement 
affords  exceptional  facilities  for  Sabbath-school,  Bible-dass,  and  other  meetings,  on 
the  Sabbath ;  whilst,  at  the  same  time,  it  is  not  to  be  overlooked  that  the  erening 
attendance  is  much  smaller — in  many  instances  one-half  less,  than  that  of  the 
forenoon.    The  Shorter  Catechism  is  taught,  along  with  the  BiUe-lesson,  in  all 
the  Sabbath-schools.     All  the  congregations  seemed  to  be  well-appointed,  both 
as  to  numbers  and  personnel,  in  elders  and  deacons.     As  to  the  work  perfonned 
by  elders,  there  is  great  variety  of  experience.     Most  of  the  congregatioBS  are 
divided  into  districts  or  quarters,  each  under  the  special  supervision  of  one  or 
more  elders.     Some  elders  visit  statedly,  and  engage  in  devotional  exercises  vitk 
their  people ;  most  do  not ;  but  a  considerable  number  visit  and  pray  in  cseee  of 
sickness,  trial,  and  bereavement.    To  a  great  extent  eliliera*  work  seems  regolited 
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by  old  precedont ;  bnt  to  some  intent,  no  doubt,  it  is  also  regulated  by 
the  amount  of  gift  and  of  grace  possessed.  Besides  elders,  however,  there  are, 
as  brought  out  in  the  congregational  notes,  many  earnest  Christian  workers, 
young  and  old,  connected  with  the  congregations ;  and  the  distinct  impression  of 
your  deputies  is,  that  by  far  the  larger  amount  of  Christian  work  performed 
throughout  the  bounds  of  those  two  Presbyteries  is  in  the  hands  of  the  Free 
Churdx.  As  to  family-worship,  the  information  of  your  deputies  is  somewhat 
scanty,  but,  so  far  as  it  goes,  it  is  to  the  effect  that  in  very  many  of  our  Free 
Church  families  this  duty  is  attended  to. 

ItUemperance. — The  almost  universal  testimony,  both  in  the  rural  districts  and 
the  fishing  villages,  is,  that  a  great  improvement  has  taken  place  within  the  last 
20  or  30  years.  Tea  and  coffee  take  the  place  of  stronger  liquors,  to  a  large 
extent,  in  the  fishing-boats ;  and  the  temperance  movement  is  in  favour,  and 
pnblic-houses  in  disfavour,  in  the  fishing  villages.  A  fisherman  said  of  a  certain 
village,  that  "the  people  there  now  would  starve  out  a  publican."  In  rural 
villages  and  districts  the  improvement,  though  not  quite  so  great,  is  yet  suffici- 
ency marked,  and  the  condition  of  things  now  at  least  contrasts  favourably  with 
the  time  when,  if  the  testimony  of  a  worthy  elder  is  admitted,  **a  farmer  who 
went  home  sober  from  market  would  have  been  thought  perfectly  ridiculous,^ 
It  was  gratifying  to  find  that  proprietors  discouraged  public-houses  on  their 
estates. 

ROBERT  COWAN,  Minister,— Convener. 
ANDREW  MELVILLE,  Minister. 
JAMES  MILLER,  Elder. 
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Seport  of  Deputies  APPonnvD  bt  the  Gekeral  Assembly  to  visit 

THE  Presbyteries  of  Lobn  and  Mull. 

Prisbttiby  07  Mull. 

Before  proceeding  with  their  Report,  yoar  deputies  craye  ma  oppoTtanity  of 
explanation  as  regards  the  time  of  their  yiait.  Shortly  after  the  ABsembly*! 
appointment,  a  correspondence  was  opened  np  by  one  of  the  Lorn  brethren  :  in 
which  he  urged  the  importance  of  commencing  operations  aboat  the  middle  of 
Jnly.  For  this,  two  reasons  were  mentioned — that  we  could  thus  aid  them  vith 
their  Communion  services,  and  that  we  could  also  secure  larger  aadieaoea,  ao4 
promote  more  fully  the  ends  of  our  mission.  Perceiving  the  importance  of  theM 
views,  I  proceeded,  as  Convener  of  the  deputation,  to  make  arrangements  for  my- 
self, and  to  write  to  the  other  members  to  ask  when  they  could  be  prepared  to 
leave  home.  The  reply  was.  Not  before  the  middle  of  August ;  while  Mr.  Coma 
could  not  say  whether  he  could  be  with  us  at  alL 

ToBSKMORY,  August  9. — Having  assisted  at  the  previous  Commnnion  serrioo, 
Mr.  Grant  and  I  commenced  our  deputation  work  at  Tobermory  on  Monday  tin 
9th,  when  we  took  occasion  at  the  close  of  the  services  to  address  both  Congregs- 
tions  on  the  object  of  our  mission. 

On  a  future  occasion,  at  a  meeting  of  the  oflScc-bearers,  the  following  statistiol 
were  submitted  : — Congregation  400,  elders  ^ve,  members  sixty-seven,  incresshig 
at  the  rate  of  six  annually.  The  elders  have  districts  which  they  visit  r^golsriy. 
One  Sabbath-school  with  eight  teachers.  Family  worship  general  among  the 
Gaelic  portion  of  the  congregation.     Intemperance  too  prevalent. 

ToROSAY. — In  the  evening  left  Tobermory  for  Toroeay,  accompanied  by  Mr. 
Dempster.  On  Toesday  lOth,  examined  the  School  at  Fishnish,  taught  by  Mr. 
Matheson.  It  may  serve  to  show  the  value  put  upon  this  School,  that  during  tbe 
time  when  the  school-house  was  undergoing  repairs,  accommodation  was  gives 
in  his  own  house  by  a  farmer  connected  with  the  Established  Church.  Let  it  be 
suflBcient  here  to  say  that  the  children  made  a  very  creditable  appearance  in  sU 
the  teachers  taught.  As  some  of  the  parents  and  other  friends  were  present.  I 
addressed  the  meeting  at  some  length,  and  Mr.  Grant  spoke  briefly  in  condasioD. 

In  the  evening  of  the  same  day  had  a  meeting  in  the  Toroeay  Church.  The 
evening  was  rainy,  and  the  audience  few.     Mr.  Grant  addressed  them. 

At  &e  private  meeting  with  the  office-bearers,  the  following  facta  were  broQgbt 
out : — Congregation  eighty-two,  elders  seven,  members  forty-five,  Sabbath-scbooli 
two,  teachers  four,  Bible-class  kept  by  the  minister,  one. 

Wednesday,  llih  AugvsL — Having  received  from  Mr.  M^eaa  of  lona  as 
earnest  request  for  a  visit  from  the  deputation,  it  was  deemed  advisable  that 
Mr.  Grant  should  proceed  to  lona  at  once,  and  a  tel^^ram  was  forwarded  scrord- 
ingly,  while  I  should  return  to  Tobermory  in  order  to  fulfil  our  engagement  at 
Strontian  and  Ardnamurchan.  Owing  to  some  delay  in  forwarding  intimatioiia, 
this  visit  did  not  effect  much  good.  Of  Mr.  Grant's  subsequent  visit  to  losa 
and  its  benefits,  mention  shall  be  made  in  its  own  place. 

Tkunday,  \2ik. — Crossed  to  Kilchoan,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Campbell,  and  drore 
to  Achateny,  where  we  joined  the  prayer-meeting  in  the  evening. 

Strontian,  Friday  IZih, — ^Kindly  accompanied  by  Mr.  Campbell,  who  drove 
me  in  his  own  conveyance  to  Strontian,  along  the  beautiful  Loch  Sunart,  a 
distance  of  about  thirty-four  miles.  The  meeting  in  Mr.  Madeod's  church  fraa 
well  attended.  I  spoke  a  few  words  in  English  for  the  benefit  of  one  or  tfro 
strangers.  Then  preached  in  Gaelic,  and  addressed  the  meeting  on  the  subjects  of 
our  mission.  Felt  it  not  a  little  awkward  to  be  the  sole  representative  of  an 
Assembly  deputation. 

At  the  private  meeting  the  following  facts  connected  with  Christian  work  were 
brought  out: — Congregation  above  fourteen,  260,  elders  five,  deacons  four, 
members  thirty-eight ;  this  number  stationary  for  some  yean.     I)istrict8five,  aixi 
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visited  regularly  by  their  respective  elders  }  Sabbath-schools  two,  but  one  of  them 
discontinned  meantime  for  want  of  suitable  premises.  Hope  to  have  it  soon 
resiuned  in  the  national  schooL  Prayer-meetings  two,  well  attended  in  winter. 
No  difficulty  in  the  maintenance  of  discipline.  Mr.  Macleod  and  his  session  have 
been  enabled  to  put  down  drinking  at  funerals,  and  not  only  in  his  own  congre- 
gation, but  in  that  of  the  Established  Church  also. 

AcHABACLB  STATION,  Saturday  14^A.— When  resting  at  Salen  on  our  way  to 
Strontian  we  had  a  talk  with  some  of  the  friends  of  this  Station,  who  urged  the 
propriety  of  having  a  meeting  there  on  our  way  back.  Accordingly,  on  our 
return,  we  were  driven  there  by  the  innkeeper  at  Salen,  and  I  preached  in  Gaelic. 
At  the  private  conference  the  following  particulars  were  brought  out : — Congrega- 
tion sixty,  elders  two,  members  five.  Mr.  Cameron,  Catechist,  keeps  service  here 
and  at  Glenborodale  alternately. 

AnDNABfiTRCHAN,  SobbcUh  15. — Preached  three  times.  Twice  at  Kilchoan  ftnd 
in  the  evening  at  Achateny.  At  the  three  services  the  attendance  good,  and  the 
bearing  of  the  congregation  solemn  and  impressed. 

At  the  private  conference  the  following  particulars  were  submitted : — Congrega- 
tion 300,  elders  three,  deacons  four,  members  twenty-six,  and  incS'easing ;  weekly 
prayer-meetings  two.  Sabbath-school  one,  with  thirty-six  scholars.  The  people 
on  the  whole  temperate  and  moraL  Some  tokens  of  the  Lord's  presence  in  the 
conversion  of  souLs. 

Abdow,  Monday,  IQth. — Hired  a  boat  to  Quinish,  and  at  the  conclusion  of  the 
Monday  Communion  service  had  an  opportunity  of  addressing  this  congregation 
on  the  objects  of  our  mission.  At  the  private  conference  the  following  particulars 
were  brought  out: — Congregation  200  above  fourteen,  elders  three,  members 
twenty-seven,  and  on  the  increase,  weekly  prayer-meetings  two.  Elders  hav^ 
districts,  but  being  only  lately  ordained,  are  just  beginning  to  visit  them. 
Intemperance  not  general.  The  majority  keep  family  Ivorship.  Had  no  oppor 
tunity  of  visiting  Torloisk. 

PUXSBYTERY  OF  LORN. 

Oban,  Augwt  17. — I  was  joined  by  my  co-deputy  Mr.  Grant,  on  his  returti 
from  lona,  and  found  Sheriff  Campbell  awaiting  us  in  Oban.  Mr.  Graham, 
Kilbrandon,  moderator  of  the  Oban  Session,  met  us  at  the  pier,  afid  most  kindly 
made  arrangements  for  our  accommodation  during  our  stay  free  of  chArges.  For 
the  first  time  during  .our  work  we  regarded  ourseltes  as  a  not  inadequate  repre- 
sentation of  an  Assembly  deputation. 

Our  meeting  at  seven  o'clock  was  well  attended  (Mr.  Graham  vel  the  chairj. 
After  devotional  exercises,  and  on  introduction  by  the  chairman,  each  of  your 
three  deputies  addressed  the  meeting,  not  we  trust  Without  some  benefit.  At 
the  private  conference  held  before  the  meeting  the  following  particulars  were 
brought  out : — Congregation  350,  elders  two,  deacons  eleven,  members  143 ; 
Sabbath-school  one,  with  teachers  thirteen,  and  scholars  ninety ;  prayer- meetings 
two,  on  Tuesday  and  Wedneaday,  one  in  Gaelic,  the  other  in  Engllsti.  Intem- 
perance not  on  the  increase.     Comparatively  few  cases  of  discipline. 

Glbnorchy,  18/A  August.^^Too'k.  coach  to  Dalmaly  through  the  pass  of  Brandir 
and  along  Loch  Awe.     The  day  was  fine  and  the  Scenery  splendid. 

The  meeting  in  the  evening  was  weU  attended,  espteially  by  young  people. 
Sheriff  Campbell  and  Mr.  Grant  gave  addresses  in  English,  and  I  spoke  in 
« Gaelic  at  the  close.  The  meeting  seemed  impressed.  The  following  particulars 
of  organisation  and  work  came  out  in  the  private  meeting : — Congregation  above 
fourteen^  168,  elders  six,  members  sixty-five,  and  the  roll  advancing  slowly; 
prayer-meetings  weekly  in  winter ;  Sabbath-school  oHe,  With  teachers  four,  and 
scholars  twenty-four  ;  Bible-class  one.  Family  worship  not  general ;  intemperance 
decreasing  ;  the  Lord's  Supper  administered  once  a  year.  This  year  seven  new 
members  added  to  the  rolL 

MucKAiRN,  19^  August. — Our  meeting  here  in  the  afternoon  was  very  respec- 
tably attended.  Mr.  Mackenzie,  the  pastor,  opened  the  meeting  with  devotional 
exercises.     Then  followed  addresses  by  your  three  deputies. 

20  B 
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The  meeting  with  oflBoe-bearen  brought  out  the  following 
Congregation  240,  elders  three,  deacons  six,  memben  sixty,  and  for  mmjt 
time  stationary ;  weekly  prajrer-meeting  one,  and  another  oocaaioBsny,  both 
Well  attended;  SAbbath  schools  two,  here  and  at  Bonaw,  teachers  five,  md 
scholars  sixty.  The  Lord's  Sapper  administered  onoe  a  year;  family  wonbip 
pretty  general ;  discipline  difficult  owing  to  the  facilitiee  for  obtaining  priTfleea 
elsewhere ;  one  colpoitenr ;  some  yonng  commanicants  at  last  Comm onion.  Yncr 
deputies  were  very  hospitably  entertained  to  dinner,  and  orer-nigfat  by  Mn. 
Campbell  of  Monzie. 

Ardcbattak,  2(Hh  Augttst. — ^Here  again  we  had  to  divide  our  forces— Shenf 
Campbell  and  Mr.  Grant  proceeding  to  Oban  in  order  to  get  the  steamer  to  Apj'ic 
while  I  proceeded  to  Aldchattan  by  Connel  ferty.  The  evening  became  nisj 
and  the  meeting  was  thinly  attended.  I  preached,  and  addressed  the  meetis: 
on  the  object  of  our  mission. 

The  private  conference  bronght  out  the  foDowilig  facts : — Congregation  sbor? 
fourteen,  170,  elders  three,  deacons  two,  members  fifty-two,  and  oontiiiniii: 
about  stationary ;  districts  visited  occasionally  by  the  elders.  District  pnrtr- 
meetiogs  are  hdd,  but  no  weekly  prayer-meetingi  Sabbatb-echools  two;  use 
of  these  kept  in  a  cave  for  upwanls  of  thirty  years,  by  Mr.  John  CampbeU,  one 
of  the  office-bearers.  Family  worship  not  general  The  people  oompantiyelT 
free  from  intemperance.     One  case  of  illegitimacy  during  the  past  fourteen  yean. 

I  proceeded  the  same  evening  to  Appin  by  the  ferries,  and  joined  my  oo-de|pQti«4 
on  the  "  Chevalier  "  the  following  morning.  They  landed  at  Oban  with  a  view  t<> 
proceed  to  lona,  and  I  proceeded  to  Kilbrandon  according  to  airangement  I 
found  Mr.  Graham,  with  his  accustomed  kindness,  awaiting  me  on  the  pier.  He 
hiul  invited  his  office-bearers  to  tea  and  conference  with  your  deputy. 

]^ILBRA^1K)N,  22d  AugmU — ^Preached  thrice,  twice  t6  the  beat  congregatioD  I 
had  seen  in  Ai^leshire.  The  evening  meeting  in  the  village  was  not  so  vtH 
attended,  owing  to  the  rain.  At  the  conference  on  Saturday  the  following 
particulars  were  supplied: — Congregation  above  fourteen,  260,  elders  seven. 
deacons  five,  members  seventy-four,  gradually  on  the  increase.  The  dden  hsn 
districts,  and  visit  them.  Sabbath-schools  three,  with  teachers  ten,  and  scholar! 
168.  Mr.  Graham  attends  the  larger,  and  addresses  their  children.  Family 
Worship  Universal  among  the  members,  but  not  so  among  the  adherents.  EreDiof 
meetings  on  Sabbath  better  attended  than  in  the  day.     Intemperance  decreasnc 

KiLMBLFORD,  ANP  KiLNiKVKR. — ^This  is  the  Only  charge  omitted  by  the  depu- 
tation. It  was  omitted  simply  because  it  had  been  ascertained  that  the  pe<^^ 
would  not  be  able  to  attend  a  meeting. 

Island  of  Coll,  August  28. — It  only  now  remains,  that  I  should  state  a  fev 
particulars  of  my  intended  visit  to  Tyree  and  Coll,  and  which  turned  oat  to  )x 
to  the  latter  island  alone.  On  landing  at  Coll  by  the  "  Lady  Ambroeine,''  two  or 
three  young  men  oame  aboard,  and  urged  that  I  should  remain  at  Coll ;  they  W 
had  no  sermon  for  two  weeks,  their  minister,  Mr.  Fraser,  having  gone  by  i4>pof nt- 
ment  of  the  Highland  Committee  to  labour  on  the  east  coast :  moreover,  tbey 
assured  me  that  there  were  three  ministers  in  Tyree — ^Mr.  Grant,  my  oo-depnty, 
who  hiul  got  there  from  the  Sound  of  lona  two  days  before,  together  with  Mr. 
D.  Campbell,  also  Mr.  D.  Stewart,  whose  labours  as  an  evangelist  are  abnodsat 
and  much  appreciated  on  the  west  coast.  In  these  circumstances  I  thon^bt  '^ 
my  duty  to  remain. 

August  29. — Preached  to  a  respectable  and  very  attentive  congregatioD,  sw 
held  a  meeting  in  the  evening  in  a  district  nine  miles  distant,  and  enjoyed  both 
services  very  much. 

August  30. — Had  a  meeting  in  the  church,  which  was  addressed  by  Mr.  Grtft 
with  his  usual  earnestness  and  pathos.  At  the  private  conference  we  obtsiaed 
the  following  facts : — Congregation  950,  elders  four,  deacons  three,  membe^ 
twelve,  additions  one  annually.  One  diet  of  worship  in  the  Church,  and  one  m 
one  or  other  of  the  districts  in  the  evening.  Elders  visit  and  hold  meetiDgB. 
Weekly  prayer-meetings  two,  Sabbath -schools  three,  one  in  each  end  of  the 
island,  and  one  inArinagower.     Mr.  Campbell,  as  missionary,  supported  b/  ' 
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liberal  iriead  of  CoU,  diatribates  tracts  and  Holda  meetings.  Family  worship 
held  by  about  half  the  people.  DrinkiDg  at  funerals  still  common,  but  no  con- 
finned  drunkards. 

Augtut   31. — Had  an  evening    meeting  at  Arinagower,  whi]e   waiting  for  s^ 
passage  to  Tobermory.     It  was  well  attended. 

ANDW.  D.  MAC^NZIE,  Mini8ter^-^Coi\vener, 
THOMAS  GRANT,  Mmit^. 
NEIL  C.  CAMPBELL,  Elder, 


Journal  of  Visitation  of  some  of  the  Parishes  iir  tub 

Presbttsrt  of  Mull. 

On  account  of  the  great  distances  from  each  other  of  some  of  the  places  in  the 
Presbytery  of  Mull  tibat  were  to  be  visited,  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  regular 
conveyance  from  one  place  to  another,  and  the  consequently  great  expense  an4 
waste  of  time  which  it  would  involve,  the  Deputies  resolved  that  they  would,  in 
regard  to  some  of  the  places,  separate— one  party  taking  the  districts  of  Loch 
Sunart  and  Ardnamurchan,  and  the  other  the  districts  of  Morven,  Brolas,  07 
Kilfinichen,  Ross  of  Mull,  lona,  Tyree,  and  ColL 

Mr.  Mackenzie,  Kilmorack,  agreed  to  take  the  districts  of  Loch  Sunart  and 
Ardnamurchan,  and  to  meet  the  other  Deputy  at  GoU,  if  he  could  reach  it  in  tim^ 
to  do  sa 

Mr.  Grant  agreed  to  visit  t^e  other  districts  mentioned  above,  and  to  be  pow 
referred  to.  It  ought  to  be  mentioned  that  Sheriff  Campbell,  who  rendered  such 
excellent  services  by  his  most  suitable  and  impressive  addresses,  as  well  f»  in 
other  respects,  to  the  visitation  of  the  Presbytery  of  Lorn,  was  prevented  from 
taking  part  in  the  work  in  Mull,  through  the  sudden  illness  of  a  member  of  his 
family.  And  Mr.  Cowan,  the  other  lay  member  of  the  Deputation,  was  alsq, 
from  necessary  causes,  prevented  from  taking  part  in  the  work,  notwithstanding 
his  well-known  interest  in  the  Highlands,  and  in  the  Island  of  Mt^l  in  particular, 

Morven. — Visited  Morven  on  the  16th  of  August ;  preached  in  the  evening,  the 
attendance  small,  owing  to  a  drenching  rain.  This  Station,  in  many  respect^ 
a  most  interesting  field  of  labour,  has  never  had  a  fixed  minister,  and  from  various 
reasons,  chiefly  the  scarcity  of  Gaelic-spefUung  probationers,  has  not  always  hivd 
the  services  of  a  probationer. 

A  conference  was  held  with  such  of  the  office-bearers  as  were  able  to  attend ;  for 
it  so  happened  that  on  that  evening  the  rain  fell  in  torrents.  It  appeared  that  the 
ordinary  Sabbath  attendance  was  Iropi  60  to  90,  for  the  great  distance  some  had  to 
walk  to  the  church  and  the  uncertainty  of  the  weather  rendered  the  attendance 
less  regular  than  would  otherwise  be  the  case.  Though,  as  is  well  known,  this 
is  one  of  the  locahties  where  the  Established  Church  had,  at  the  time  of  the 
Disruption,  the  most  absolute  power  in  any  parish  in  Scotland,  the  principles  and 
preaching  of  the  Free  Church  met  with  great  aceeptance  from  many  of  the 
people,  and  in  no  part  of  Scotland  are  there  parties  more  attached  to  the  Free 
Church  than  are  those  adhering  to  it  in  Morven. 

Conmionicants  23;  Elders  4;  Collectors  of  the  Snstentation  I'nnd  4;  a 
Sabbath-school  attended  by  from  35  to  40  ;  the  distances  are  so  great,  and  the 
people  so  sparsely  scattered  over  parts  of  the  districts,  it  is  impossible  to  gather 
the  children  together  in  one  place;  the  Sabbath-school  is  maintained  by  the 
most  laudable  zeal  and  persevering  exertions  of  Miss  Ferguson,  the  daughter 
of  one  of  the  elders.  The  self-denying  efforts  of  this  young  lady  from  week 
to  week,  in  this  remote  and  ^tired  locality,  is  worthy  of  all  praise. 

It  ought  to  be  noticed  in  connection  with  the  small  attendance  on  the  Sabbath, 
that  the  greater  part  of  that  whole  side  of  Morven  has  been  some  years  ago  laid 
out  in  a  large  sheep-run ;  this  change  occasioned  the  removal  of  many  families, 
entailing  on  them  all  the  suffering  and  distress  that  are  inevitable  accompani- 
ments of  such  prooeedinge  over  all  the  Highlands  of  Scotland.     There  is  an 
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•xpellent  small  chnreb  in  good  preseiratimi  and  £ree  from  debt,  with  laffident 
groiind  to  build  a  manae,  if  only  such  an  amount  of  endowment  oonld  be  obUined 
M  would  allow  of  a  minister  being  settled. 

2Sd  to  25th  AuffiuL — Iona,  Eo6S  or  Mull»  and  BcnnessAN. — ^These  tkm 
districts  are  conjointly  under  the  pastoral  charge  of  the  Bev.  Donald  M*Vean ; 
the  population  is  about  2000,  of  which  upwards  of  300  are  adherents  of  the  Free 
Church ;  there  are  from  40  to  50  communicants ;  the  additions  to  the  oommonioD- 
roll,  for  some  years  past,  have  averaged  from  about  2  to  3 ;  there  are  4  elden,  4 
/deacons ;  there  are  7  Sabbath-schools  conducted  in  different  districts  with  IJ 
teachers ;  there  are  7  collectors  of  the  Snstentation  Fund. 

There  are  three  meetings  for  prayer,  weekly  or  fortnightly,  in  differea: 
districts.  There  is  no  weekly  prayer-meeting  in  lona ;  but  the  elders  residing 
on  the  island  agreed  and  promised  to  hold  a  weekly  meeting  in  each  other^s  ho<ue& 
or  in  any  other  house  where  accommodation  would  be  granted  for  that  paqwsc 
The  inhabitants  jof  this  island,  as  well  as  those  of  the  other  two  districts  of  Butf 
pf  Mull,  and  ^unessan,  must  be  regarded  as,  on  tbe  whole,  socially,  a  yery  decent 
and  moral  people  ;  many  of  the  sins  prevalent  in  the  south  of  Scotland  are  eeldom 
found  among  them;  and  even  drunkenness,  our  great  national  sin,  is  by  oo 
means,  as  compared  to  other  places,  general ;  though,  as  is  the  case  in  every  dis- 
trict of  Scotland,  there  are  a  few  helpless  victims  pf  that  sin. 

For  some  months  previous  to  the  visit  of  the  Assezpbly's  deputy,  there  vis  a 
/considerable  and  very  promising  religious  movement  among  the  people,  especUUj 
in  the  district  of  Bunessan.  The  Baptists,  as  is  unfortunately  the  habit  with 
.some  of  them,  in  such  circumstances,  were  specially  sealous  at  the  time  to  nuke 
proselytes  among  the  anxious. 

Preached  twice  in  lon^  and  was  prevented  from  doing  so,  Recording  to  intinu^ 
tion,  a  third  time,  owing  to  a  storm  which  prevented  the  crossing  of  the  Soaod 
— a  ciiicui^Btanpe,  it  jeems,  of  not  unfrequent  occurrence  there. 

Preached  onoe  at  Bo^s  of  Mull  and  twice  at  Bunessan.  At  all  thete  meetings 
there  were  .evident  indicatiops  of  very  deep  interest,  if  not  even  concern,  aboat 
divine  things.  But  in  Bunessan  several  remained,  after  the  service  was  ooo- 
duded,  to  be  spoken  to  about  their  souls ;  and  some  expressed  their  own  cob- 
viction  that  they  had  received  spiritual  good,  while  one  or  two  who  had  been 
almost  misled,  were  enabled  to  see  that  true  rest  and  peace  were  only  fonnd  ii 
'Christ  Jesus,  and  in  Him  alone. 

As  has  been  already  noticed  the  venerable  Rev.  Mr.  M'Vean  has  laboured  ii 
these  districts  since  the  Disruption.  These  labours,  extending  over  sneh  a  wide 
district,  and  carried  on  in  such  a  moist  and  uncertain  climate,  and  above  tU, 
having  so  frequently,  in  the  discharge  of  his  pastoral  duties,  to  cross  tbe 
frequently  stonny,  and  at  times  dangerous  Sound  of  lona,  subjected  him  to  great 
personal  efforts,  f8>tigue,  and  hardships.  But  amid  all  theae  difficulties,  to  some 
extent  incident  to  fdl  pur  ministers  in  the  Island  of  Mull,  Mr.  M'Vean*8  weO- 
imown  zeal  for  the  Master's  glory,  and  his  devotion  to  His  service,  b^ 
enlightened  fidelity  to  the  principles  of  the  Free  Church,  never  flagged,  until 
his  multiplied  labours,  combined  with  the  growing  infirmities  of  advanced  years, 
-shattered  his  bodily  health,  so  tiutt  he  is  now  quite  unable,  though  nnwill^  ^ 
allow  himself  to  think  so,  to  engage  in  almost  any  active  work,  without  caoflifig 
great  suffering  and  even  endangering  life.  But  although  the  bodily  instnimeDt 
is  failing,  his  spirit  seems  as  keenly  and  warmly  interested  in  the  work  of  the 
Lord  as  ever.  It  does  not  seem  to  be  other  than  the  barest  justice  to  state  thai 
in  addition  to  the  kindness  experienced  by  the  Assembly's  deputy  ftrom  Mr. 
und  Mrs.  M^Yean  and  their  most  excellent  family,  while  living  under  tb^ 
hospitable  roof,  Mr.  M^ean  placed  his  hone  and  conveyance  at  the  deput/f 
sole  service,  and  that  too,  not  only  while  visiting  his  own  large  parish,  but  abo 
while  visiting  other  parishes, — visits  which  involved  in  going  and  retanuog  a 
journey  of  nearly  forty  miles.  This  was  a  favour  which^  in  addition  to  gre^t 
convenience  where  one  could  scarcely  get  a  hire,  was  also  a  great  saving  of 
^expenses. 

It  ought  not  to  be  omitted  that  Mr.  M*Vean  employed  a  probatioDer,  Mr- 
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Duncan  Finlayson,  one  of  our  most  promiBing  Gaeliospeaking  probationers, 
whose  head  and  heart  seems  to  be  ii^  true  sympathy  with  the  work  of  God. 

EiLFiNiCHiCN  OR  Brolas,  24</&  Auffugt, — ^This  is  one  of  the  stations  applying  for 
sanction  as  an  Extension  Charge.  The  parish  extends  along  the  west  and  south 
shores  of  an  arm  of  the  sea,  called  Loch  Screidan,  for  about  16  miles  by  14. 
The  population  of  the  psrish  is  about  600,  of  which  about  300  profess  to  adhere 
to  the  Free  Church.  There  are  22  communicaots,  the  average  accession  to  the 
communion  roll  for  some  years  past  was  one ;  this  year  there  were  more  apply- 
ing than  has  been  on  former  years.  There  is  a  church  in  good  preserration  and 
free  of  debt,  though,  owing  to  the  removal  of  the  people  from  its  immediate 
vicinity  to  make  room  for  large  sheep-runs,  the  church  is  about  four  miles  from 
the  bulk  of  the  population ;  but  there  is  a  sohool-house  near  the  other  extremity 
of  the  parish,  which  the  people  obtain  the  use  of  for  conducting  divine  worship. 
This  is  a  very  great  convenience  to  the  aged,  and  to  such  others  as  are  not 
able  to  undertake  the  long  journey  to  the  church. 

There  is  a  Sabbath-school,  or  class,  taught  by  one  teacher.  Thsve  is  one  weekly 
prayer-meeting.  There  are  three  collectors  for  the  Sustentation  Fund.  The 
station  is  snpj^ed  by  the  services  of  a  probationer,  with  an  occasional  visit  from 
an  ordained  minister,  especially  when  the  communion  is  to  be  dispensed. 

The  Bev.  Alexander  Pateraon,  of  Ardow,  is  moderator  of  the  Session,  and  takes 
the  ministerial  charge  of  the  station  under  the  Presbytery,  with  elders  from  other 
congregations  as  assessors,  there  being  as  yet  no  ordained  elder  in  the  station, 
although  there  are  some  male  communicants  who  seem  quite  fitted  for  that  sacred 
office. 

As  regards  social  morality,  the  condition  of  the  people  ui  satisfactory,  and  there 
being  but  one  place  in  the  whole  parish  where  strong  drink  is  sold,  and  that  an 
inn  for  the  accommodation  of  travellers,  the  people  are  as  a  whole  sober  and 
industrious,  though,  as  is  the  case  everywhere,  there  are  a  few  who  are  the 
victims  to  the  love  of  strong  drink. 

In  regard  to  religion — ^though  there  are  some  who  are  very  devoted  and 
exemplary  witnesses  for  Christ  Jesus  in  their  daily  life,  there  is,  it  is  to  be  feared, 
with  by  far  the  greatest  number,  much  coldness,  indiOference,  and  formality,  in 
regard  to  religion,  and  their  own  state  before  God.  The  isolated  position  of  the 
parish,  and  the  people  being  sparsely  scattered  over  such  a  wide  extent  of  country, 
render  it  difficult  to  bring  them  together  eyen  on  the  Sal^bath,  and  scarcely  possible 
on  a  week-day.  So  that  the  blessed  work  of  quickening,  that  passed  over  other 
districts  of  Scotland,  was  all  but  unknown  here,  except  by  the  few  that  were 
either  able  to  visit  the  localities  where  the  work  was  gping  on,  or  those  who  were 
able  to  read  the  reports  of  it  that  appeared  from  time  to  tiipe. 

As  has  been  already  hinted,  some  districts  of  this  extensive  parish,  like  other 
parts  of  the  Highlands,  have,  as  regards  population,  suffered  much  from  the 
turning  of  Ur^e  tracts  of  land,  formerly  occupied  by  small  farms  i^nd  crofts,  into 
large  8heep-r\pui.  It  is  true  that  the  moistness  of  tiie  climate,  thfi  uneven,  rocky, 
and  in  many  places,  precipitous  conformation  of  the  ground  in  many  parts  of  this 
district  of  country,  renders  it  much  better  fitted  for  sheep-runs  thin  for  arable 
land ;  although  that  circumstance  does  not  make  the  hardship  any  the  less  to 
those  who,  under  tliis  system,  are  reli\ctantiy  compelled  to  turn  ^way  from  the 
loved  homesteads  of  their  fathers.  And  while  this  system  entails  the  loss  to  the 
district,  and  even  to  the  country,  of  a  inoral  and  industrious  population,  which  no 
inoney  value  can  counterbalance,  the  gain  in  an  economic  point  pf  view  may  only 
be  short-lived  and  delusive. 

It  would  be  an  injustice  to  omit  %Q  notice,  that  this  station  and  the  Church 
which  is  interested  in  it,  is  under  great  obligations  to  Mr.  Shaw  of  Rossal,  who 
not  only  ti^es  such  a  lively  interest  in  the  lotion,  but  who,  along  with  his 
excellent  partner,  Mrs.  Shaw,  throws  t^eir  hospitable  house  open  to  all  the 
ministers  who  officiate  there  on  communion  and  other  occasions.  Of  their 
hospitality  the  Assembly's  deputy  will  cherish  a  very  grateful  recollection,  as  he 
will  also  of  the  kindness  and  hospitality  of  others  in  this  most  interesting 
locality. 


22  APPBHDIX  TO  BEFOBT  ON  THB  U. 

If  some  of  oar  wealthy  membera,  who  haye  by  their  libenlity  done  w  much 
for  the  Free  Chnrch  in  the  Highliindii,  only  kniew  the  peculiar  eUiau  of  thia 
locality,  I  am  sure  it  would  not  be  long  natil  such  an  endowment  would  be 
provided  as  would  admit  of  a  minister  being  ordained  in  this  charge. 

28/ A  August. — Tybse.  Visited  the  probationer,  Mr.  Campbdl,  the  eitechisi, 
Mr.  Stewart,  and  as  many  of  the  families  connected  with  the  Free  Ghorch  u  I 
oonld  orertake.  29ih  Auffusi.—  Fretuched  in  Tyree  and  ColL  30th  AuguaL— 
Preached  in  CoU,  and  in  Tyree,  in  the  evening  ;  crowded  meetings,  earnest  and 
apparently  very  deep  interest,  with  what  seemed  solemn  impression. 

The  population  of  Tyree  is  abont  2000.  Till  very  recently  the  Free  Chnrdi 
had  no  regolar  congregation  here;  and  evfia  now  it  has  no  regular  place  of 
worship  of  its  own.  But  services  are  conducted  regularly  every  Sabbatli  in 
both  ends  of  the  island,  i^hich  is  &v»n  14  to  15  miles  long,  and  rather  more 
than  two  miles  broad. 

Mr.  Campbell  and  Mr.  Stewart,  both  of  whom  are  remarkable  for  zeal  and 
enthusiasm,  energy,  activity,  and  prudence  divide  the  work  among  them  ia 
such  a  way  as  that,  whsn  one  of  them  is  in  one  district  of  the  island,  the  other 
is  in  another.  It  ought  to  be  mentioned  that  the  congregation  of  the  Indepoi- 
dent  Church,  who  have  ^eir  place  of  worship  in  the  east  end  of  the  iaUni 
generously  give  it  up  oi^  Alternate  Sabbaths  to  the  Free  Chnrch  i^obatioijer  or 
catechist,  and  in  other  respects  render  eveiy  assistance  they  are  able^  as  d^^a 
also  their  venerable  pastor,  Mr.  Farquharspn,  to  those  adhering  to  the  Frt« 
Church,  and  those  who  labour  among  them. 

Adherents  of  the  Fnee  Church  about  200.  Communicants,  46.  There  an 
two  Sabbath-schools,  attended  by  from  50  to  60,  with  3  teachers  in  each  school 

There  are  several  weekly  prayer-ineeting8»  held  in  different  localitiee,  atteaded 
by  from  20  to  80. 

There  are  no  office-bei^rers  nor  collectors  of  the  Sustenti^tion  Fund. 

The  Sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper  is  dispensed  once  a  year  for  the  past  fev 
years.  On  the  last  occasion  on  which  the  communion  wj|s  dispensed,  forty&ix 
were  admitted,  of  whom  many  were  young  people.  Th^  station  is  under  the 
charge  of  the  Bev.  Alexander  Fraser  of  ColL 

Religion. — Family  i^orship,  if  not  nniversal,  is  very  general,  in  all  the  famibei 
connected  with  the  Free  Church,  as  well  as  in  those  coimected  with  the  Indepea- 
dent  Church. 

MoraJs. — ^The  moral  condition  of  the  people  is  very  satisfactory;  modest 
simple,  kind-hearted,  and  very  hospitable,  apparently  very  industriooi  aod 
attentive  to  their  own  occupationa 

Drunkenness  ii  now  for  some  years  past  seldom  seen  in  the  idand.  Sow 
years  ago  drunkenness  prevailed  to  an  alarming  degree.  But  the  Bev.  Mr- 
Farquhmon,  the  miiiister  of  the  Independent  Chimsh,  Mr.  Stewart,  the  catechitf 
of  the  Free  Church,  along  with  some  of  the  more  considemte  heads  of  fainiliei> 
got  up  a  petition  which  they  presented  to  His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Aigylli  ^ 
proprietor,  entreating  His  Grace  not  to  allow  any  license  to  be  granted  in  the 
island.  The  prayer  of  the  petition  was  granted,  and  His  Grace  has,  with  tme 
and  enlightened  patriotism,  firmly  refused  all  applications  for  lio^ces  aipoe 
that  time.  And  having  provided  a  large  house  at  Uie  port  of  Tyree  for  an  ins 
where  travellers  can  have  food,  aooommodation,  and  lodgings,  everything  u 
short,  but  alcoholic  drinks,  and  that  at  a  very  reasonable  rate,  there  seems  to  be 
no  felt  necessity,  nor  expressed  desire  on  the  part  of  the  inhabitants,  for  any  pl>^ 
for  the  sale  of  strong  drink.  It  is  admitted  on  all  hands  that  the  remoTal  oft^ 
places  for  the  sale  of  drink  from  the  island  has  been  an  incalculable  boon  to  the 
people,  so  that  drunkenness  is  never,  or  but  seldom,  seen,  and  would  not  be  k«o 
at  all,  but  that  those  who  have  still  the  craving  for  it,  can  manage  to  prCcnre  strong 
drink  from  the  steamers  that  call  at  the  port.  But  the  blessed  revival  nu>^ 
ment  in  1874-75,  of  which  several  notices  appeared  in  the  F^«e  Church  Bfiasioo- 
ary  B«oord,  has  been  the  greatest  check  to  drunkenness,  as  it  has  been  to  otber 
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Bins,  and  it  has  been  productive  of  a  change  in  the  habits  of  the  people,  which 
those  who  knew  them  before  that  work  regard  as  most  remarkable. 

It  is  difficult,  even  impossible,  for  man  to  determine  all  the  agencies  that 
were  used  and  blessed  by  God  to  produce  this  revival  movement,  nor  how  much 
any  special  agency  may  have  contributed  to  the  one  great  blessed  result ;  still,  from 
the  most  careful  attention  to  all  that  could  be  ascertained  at  the  time,  it  is  safe  to 
say,  and  not  too  much  to  say,  that  the  painstaking,  self-denying,  and  prayerful 
labours  of  Mr.  Stewart,  from  house  to  house,  and  horn  day  to  day,  for  months 
before  the  revival  began,  must  be  regarded  as  one  of  the  means,  under  God,  to 
bring  the  truth  before  the  understanding  kad  the  consciences  of  many  of  the  people, 
and  consequently  it  may  be  safely  supposed  that  these  labours  were  one  of  the 
means  which  we  might  expect  God  to  own  and  to  bless  in  such  a  work ;  and  we 
have  every  reason  to  believe  that  He  has  graciously  blessed  them. 

The  Free  Church  has  no  place  of  worship  here.  But  those  connected  with  the 
Church  are  to  set  about  gettibg  up  a  church  without  delay. 

Every  special  locality  has  its  own  claims  on  the  generosity  and  liberality  of 
the  Church.  But  taking  all  the  circumstances  into  Consideration,  there  are  few 
places  whose  claims  are  stronger  and  more  urgent  than  are  those  of  Tyree  and 
its  simple-hearted  and  excellent  people.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  appeal  that 
will  be  made  in  theit  behalf  will  be  cordially  and  liberally  responded  to. 


A  PORTION  OF  THE  JoURNAL  OF  THE  ViSFTATION  OF  TUB  pRESBYTERY 

OF  Lorn. 

20^  Augu8t,*^ATTis» — Sheriff  Campbell  addressed  the  congtegation  in  English, 
and  the  Kev.  T.  Grant  in  Gaelic ;  the  people  seemed  very  attentive  and  earnest. 
The  heavy  rain  that  fell  prevented  many  from  coining  out. 

There  are  about  150  adherents,  fifty  communicants,  ten  collectors  for  the 
Snstentation  Fund.  There  is  a  Sabbjith-school  flourishing  and  very  hopeful; 
there  are  two  missionary  Sabbath-schools,  one  of  these  attended  by  forty-one, 
with  six  teachers,  the  other  attended  by  twelve,  with  one  teacher. 

There  are  four  elders  and  no  deacons.  The  elders  have  districts,  and  hold 
prayer-meetings  weekly.  There  is  one  mothers'  meeting,  one  lady's  Bible 
reading,  and  a  very  good  church  and  manse  fr^e  of  debt. 

The  communion  is  dispensed  twice  a  year,  and  there  are  some,  both  of  the 
young  and  the  aged,  who  ask  for  admission  frOm  time  to  time.  The  minister, 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Koss,  and  his  session^  believe  that  there  are  several  in  the  congre- 
gation under  deep  concern  about  divine  things. 

Jidigion, — Family  worship,  if  not  universal,  is  very  general  in  all  the  families 
conoected  with  the  congregation. 

Morality, — Cases  of  discipline  are  very  few,  and  the  moral  condition  of  the 
I^eople  on  the  whole  satisfactory.  Drunkenness  is  disappearing,  there  being  no 
public  house,  and  only  one  inn  within  the  radius  of  the  congregation. 

It  is  but  just  to  say  that  Mr.  Boss,  like  all  the  ministers  visited  in  the 
Presbytery  of  Lorn,  seems  to  devote  himself  energetically,  earnestly,  and 
zealously  to  his  work,  takes  a  special  interest  in  the  young,  eagerly  looks  for, 
and  attends  to  those  who  are  anxious  about  their  souls, — seeking  the  way  to 
ZUm, — and  he  seems  to  be  cheered  by  such  fruits  of  his  pastoral  labours. 

THOMAS  GRANT,  Member  qf  Deputation. 
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Note  to  the  Report  of  the  Deputation  to  the  Pkesbyteey 

OP  St.  ANDREnrs  of  1875. 

In  that  part  of  the  Report  relating  to  Anstmther,  although  the  mfoimation 
there  given  was  what  was  received  hy  the  deputies  when  on  the  spot,  it  appears 
that,  in  the  absence  of  Mr.  Gregory  at  the  time,  it  was  incomplete.  It  is  supple- 
mented now  by  the  following  extract  from  the  Session  records  of  AnstmtheT 
congregation : — 

'*  ANSTBtTTHsa,  14^  Junt  1875. 

**  Which  day  the  Kirk-Session  of  Anstmther  Free  Church  met,  and  being 
constituted  :  Sederunt,  Rev.  Mr.  Gregory,  Moderator,  and  Messrs.  Cimninj^uun, 
Brown,  aild  Graham,  elders. 

In  the  absence  of  Mr.  Martin,  Mr.  Graham  was  appointed  Clerk  pro  i&mpart. 

The  Moderator  directed  the  attcmtion  of  the  Session  to  a  table  of  Statistics 
appended  to  a  Report  of  a  Deputation  which  visited  this  congregation  in  Febrnaiy 
last.  The  Session  find  that  there  are  several  inaccuracies  in  this  table,  and  that, 
at  the  time  of  the  visit  of  the  Deputation,  the  facts  were  as  follow  : — 

*'  Members  383  ;  persons  belonging  to  the  congregation  engaged  in  Sabbsth- 
school  work  forty -eight,  teaching  297  scholars  ;  minxstei^s  Bible-classes  twos  week 
for  four  months  in  the  year,  one  for  young  men  on  Sabbath  evening,  and  one  for 
young  women  on  Tuesday  evening,  with  a  united  average  attendance  of  about 
thirty  ;  also  two  other  classes  taught  by  an  elder,  and  well  attended  ;  Children*! 
Records  circulated,  24.     Cldsed  with  prayer/' 


No.  ZXI. 


S,xn  C^xtrrlj  of  Stntlantr. 


REPORT 


OS 


SABBATH    OBSERVANCE. 


MAY   1876. 


In  laying  their  report  on  Sabbath  Observance  before  the  Assembly,  your 
Committee  have  nothing  of  a  special  character  to  state.  The  old  forms  of 
Sabbath  desecration  exist,  without  much  modification.  If  the  sanctifica- 
tion  of  the  Lord's  Day  is  to  be  regarded  as  a  sure  test  of  the  vitality  of 
true  religion  ix^  a  land,  your  Committee  look  specially  to  the  spread  of 
real  godliness  as  the  great  means  for  promoting  it.  We  are  often  told 
that  it  is  impossible  to  further  Sabbath-keeping  by  mere  legislation.  This 
is  so  far  true  ;  but  it  is  no  less  true,  that,  by  wise  laws,  certain  forms  of 
Sabbath-breaking  may  be  checked  and  prevented,  while  men  are  freed  from 
engaging  in  occupations  on  that  day,  which  are  very  entangling  to  con- 
science. It  is  not,  however,  to  legislation  that  your  Committee  look  so 
much  for  remedying  the  evils  which  abound  on  the  Lord's  Day  in  our 
midst,  as  to  the  success  of  the  gospel  among  us. 

The  resolution  of  the  majority  of  the  Edinburgh  Town-Council,  to 
memorialise  the  Post-office  authorities  to  close  the  Post-office  of  the  city 
on  that  day,  to  which  your  Committee  referred  so  hopefully  in  their 
report  to  last  Assembly,  has  not  had  the  successful  issue  which  was  then 
expected.  We  do  not  refer  to  the  influences  at  work  which  prevented 
this.  Your  Committee  regret  very  much  that  this  effort  failed,  it  being 
their  firm  conviction,  that  were  the  proposal  carried  out,  the  closing  of  the 
Post-office  on  the  whole  Sabbath  in  the  metropolis,  could  not  fail  to  exercise 
a  beneficial  influence  on  the  whole  country.  Your  Committee  have  much 
pleasure  in  reporting,  that  the  wise  and  determined  efforts  employed  by 
the  ministers  of  different  denominations  in  Dundee,  largely  aided  by 
Christian  friends,  and  ably  supported  by  the  magistrates  of  that  city,  have 
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been  in  no  little  measure  snccessfal  in  checking  certain  forms  of  Sabbath 
profanation,  which  were  painful  to  witness. 

The  Presbytery  of  Greenock  are  dealing  with  the  different  forms  of  the 
desecration  of  the  Lord's  Day  most  faithfully  and  energetically.  In  a 
report  lately  submitted  to  that  Presbytery,  by  a  Committee  of  their  num- 
ber, the  evils  complained  of  are, — (1.)  The  number  of  small  shops  which  are 
open  on  that  day,  about  165, — ^for  which  no  plea  of  necessity  or  mercy  can 
be  urged.  (2.)  The  sending  away  of  tug-boats  from  the  harbour;  this  is 
said  to  be  a  system  which  has  only  been  adopted  of  late  years.  ^'  It  in- 
flicts gross  injustice  on  the  men  employed,  depriving  themselves  and  their 
families,  to  a  large  extent,  of  the  sacred  privilege  of  the  Sabbath.  Coming 
home  late  on  Saturday  night,  as  many  of  them  do,  weary  and  worn,  and 
with  the  prospect  before  them  of  leaving  off  on  Sabbath  afternoon,  they 
are  tempted  to  keep  their  beds  on  Sabbath,  and  thus  deprive  them8el?efl 
and  other  members  of  their  families  of  the  services  of  the  sanctuary. " 
(3.)  The  letting  of  boats  and  conveyances  to  pleasure-seeking  parties— 
along  with  the  Sabbath  steamers  which  caU  at  tLe  different  piers  along  the 
Clyde,  an  evil  which  in  thb  latter  case  is  greatly  aggravated  bj  the  libeitj 
granted  to  these  boats  of  selling  strong  drmk.  (4.)  "  Multitudes  of  young 
and  old,  but  specially  of  the  young,  crowd  our  public  roads,  and  the  fields 
and  hills  in  our  vicinity  on  the  evening  of  Uie  Lord's  Day,  and  even 
during  the  hours  of  divine  worship,  where  conduct  the  most  unbecoming, 
and  scenes  the  most  deplorable  and  demoralising  are  sometimes  witnessed" 

In  a  communication  received,  the  esteemed  convener  of  the  Conunittee 
of  this  Presbytery  on  Sabbath  Observance  writes  as  follows : — 

*'  We  have  also  approached  the  U.P.  Preebyteiy,  and  they  have  taken  np  tbe 
■abject,  and  appointed  a  Committee  of  their  own  to  deal  with  the  sabject  Our 
Committee  met  on  Monday  and  appointed  deputationa  to  the  Harbonr  Trait 
anent  Sabbath  steamer,  letting  of  small  boats  to  pleasure-seekers,  etc.  We  meet 
with  them  on  Tuesday,  and  are  sanguine  that  something  can  be  done :  to  the 
Towing  Companies  anent  sending  away  their  tugs  on  the  Lord's  Day :  to  Cab 
Proprietors  anent  letting  to  pleasure-seekera  on  Sabbath :  and  also  to  Hoiim 
Proprietors  anent  shops  open  in  their  properties  on  Sabbath.  On  the  last  qnet* 
tion  I  have  got  retoms  from  the  magistrates,  giving  the  nomber  of  the  plaeei 
open  for  sale  of  goods  on  a  certain  Sabbath,  and  also  specifying  the  agents  and 
and  proprietors  of  these  buildings.  To  our  amazement  we  find  that  a  nnmber  of 
both  agents  and  proprietora  belong  to  the  Free  Church.  We  are  very  saDgaise 
of  success  in  connection  with  this  branch  of  the  question.  We  have  also  ^ypointed 
a  small  Committee  to  write  a  pastoral  letter  ux^n  the  subject,  whidi  is  to 
be  submitted  to  our  Presbytery  on  the  10th  proximo,  published  and  cireulated  in 
our  congregations  in  the  same  way  as  notices  for  collectioiia.  These  are  ths 
various  steps  that  have  been  taken,  or  are  being  taken  by  qb  on  the  anbjeci* 

Your  Committee,  in  their  last  year's  report,  made  special  reference  to 
the  correspondence  which  was  carried  on  between  the  Sabbath  Obeervanoe 
Committee  of  the  Free  Synod  of  Glasgow  and  Ayr,  and  certain  orni^n 
of  iron  works,  on  the  subject  of  blast  furnaces;  and  on  the  questioo 
whether  or  not  the  Sabbath  labour,  in  connection  with  these  fiimaoee,  cooM 
not  admit  of  great  curtulment,  if  not  entire  cessation.  This  is  a  matter 
of  deep  importance  to  the  moral  and  social  well-being  of  the  districts  where 
such  labour  is  employed,  when  the  Assembly  are  bformedf  that  the 
nnmber  of  men  employed  during  the  two  shifts  of  the  Sabbath  day  in  this 
department  of  work,  is  about  2500. 
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The  following  letter  was  received  from  Mr.  HeDderson,  the  energetic 
and  highly-valued  Convener  of  the  Synod : — 

•*  I  have  forwarded  a  copy  of  two  reports  by  the  Synod's  Sabbath  Observance 
Committee,  both  of  which  deal  with  Sabbath  labour  at  blast  furnaces,  and  of 
which  the  latter  was  read  at  the  meeting  of  Synod  in  October  last.  In  my  last 
report  I  occupied  myself  with  the  consideration  of  the  causes  of  Sabbath  desecra- 
tion, and  the  means  to  be  used  for  effecting  an  improvement.     I  have  forwarded 

copies  of  the  printed  reports  to  the  leading  ironmasters.     To  Messrs. were 

sent  along  with  the  copies,  letters,  urging  them  to  consider  the  question  treated 
of,  and  expressing  the  earnest  desire  that  they  would  see  their  way  to  use 
their  decisive  influence  for  removing  the  evil  complained  of.  Mr. acknow- 
ledged the  receipt  of  the  letter  and  tiie  reports ;  but  as  to  the  course  he  may  take 
I  cannot  forecast  what  it  will  be." 

It  is  very  interesting  to  learn,  that,  while  a  noisy  and  not  very  influential 
class  in  this  country  are  clamouring  for  the  opening  of  museums,  and 
picture-galleries,  and  aquariums,  on  the  Lord's  Day,  the  promoters  of  the 
great  Centennial  Exhibition  this  year  at  Pennsylvania,  in  the  United 
States  of  America,  have  resolved  that  the  building  in  which  it  is  held, 
with  its  surrounding  grounds,  shall  be  closed  on  the  Sabbath. 

The  measure  for  closing  public-houses  in  Ireland  on  the  whole  of  the 
Sabbath  has  not  yet  become  law.  Its  success  is  eagerly  desired  by  an 
overwhelming  majority  of  all  ranks  and  classes  of  the  Irbh  people. 
If  there  is  any  matter  to  which  the  wishes  of  a  people  should  be  deferred 
by  the  legislature  of  the  country,  and  in  which  something  like  home-rule 
might  be  acknowledged,  it  should  be  in  what  has  so  important  a  bearing 
on  the  sobriety  and  morality  of  a  land;  and  yet  the  rejection  of  this 
measure  was  due  to  an  overwhelming  adverse  vote  of  the  English 
members. 

Your  Committee  regret  to  report  that  there  is  still  a  great  amount  of 
unnecessary  work  done  on  the  Sabbath.  As  the  summer  advances,  there 
is  the  sailing  of  Sabbath  steamers,  with  all  their  attendant  evils.  Sabbath 
trading  is  becoming  too  common  and  open  a  pursuit  The  number  of 
shops  open  on  this  day  in  our  cities  and  towns,  and  country  districts,  is 
increasing,  and  this  traffic  is  now  carried  on  in  some  localities  by  a  higher 
class  of  shops  than  existed  a  few  years  ago.  One  great  obstacle  to  the 
cessation  of  this  clamant  profanation  of  the  Lord's  Day,  is  to  be  found  in 
the  reluctance  on  the  part  of  magistrates  to  countenance  the  efforts  of 
the  friends  of  the  Sabbath  to  put  down  this  evil.  In  localities  where 
that  aid  has  been  granted,  this  form  of  Sabbath  desecration  has  been 
greatly,  if  not  altogether  checked. 

Your  Committee  fear  that  the  amount  of  unnecessary  Sabbath  work  on 
our  Railways,  is  by  no  means  diminishing.  The  immunity  from  legal 
interference,  which  in  the  carrying  on  of  Sabbath  traffic,  they  have  so 
long  enjoyed,  has  so  emboldened  some  of  the  Directors  of  our  Railway 
Companies,  that  remonstrance  is  now  treated  with  contempt,  and  the 
friends  of  the  Sabbath  are  challenged,  if  they  consider  the  labour  on 
the  Lord's  Day  to  be  illegally  conducted,  to  put  it  to  the  test  by  an  appeal 
to  law.  It  is  desirable  that  such  a  challenge  should  be  accepted,  and 
were  it  so,  by  the  lovers  of  the  Sabbath,  your  Committee  cannot  but 
entertain  a  favourable  issue. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  there  is  also  a  great  amount  of  uncalled  for 
labour  on  the  Sabbath,  in  connection  with  our  Oas  Works  and  Newspaper 
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Offices.  This  work  is  regarded  too  readily  as  one  of  the  necessities  of  oor 
advancing  modern  civilisation ;  but,  surely  tbe  demands  of  that  ciyiliBation 
cannot  be  of  a  healthy  character,  if  they  cannot  be  promoted  in  harmony 
with  the  unchanging  Law  of  God,  whioh  says,  "  Remember  the  Sabbath 
day  to  keep  it  holy.  Six  days  shalt  thou  labour  and  do  all  thy  work ;  bat 
the  seventh  day  is  the  Sabbath  of  the  Lord  thy  God,  in  it  thou '^ahalt  not 
do  any  work,"  etc. 

Your  Committee  feel  that  the  root-source  of  our  Sabbath  desecration  i^ 
the  comparatively  low  state  of  vital  godliness  in  the  land.  There  is  do 
little  profession  of  religion  amongst  us ;  but  it  lacks  depth,  and  therefore 
a  leavening  and  moulding  power.  Some  of  the  literature  on  the  Sabbatli 
that  is  now  published  encourages  large  encroachments  on  its  sanctity. 
The  Sabbath  itself  is  regarded  by  many  either  as  a  Judaic  Institution, 
which  under  the  gospel  is  abrogated,  as  the  ceremonial  observances  of 
that  dispensation  are,  or  as  a  Church  Institution,  which  has  only  human 
authority  for  its  existence,  and  which,  therefore,  that  authority  which  has 
enacted  its  observance,  can  either  modify  or  cancel.  Tbe  true  Scriptanl 
observance  of  this  sacred  day  is  preached  up,  as  if  it  were  an  old- 
fashioned  practice  which  might  do  well  enough  ifbr  a  past  age  of  rigour 
and  fear ;  but  is  out  of  date  altogether  in  the  present  era  of  liberality 
and  progress. 

Your  Committee  would  earnestly  request  the  Assembly,  to  urge  upc'n 
the  parentage  and  householders  of  the  Church,  the  great  necessity  of 
sanctifying  the  Sabbath  of  the  Lord  in  their  dwellings.  There  is  a 
special  call  at  the  present  time,  to  watch  over  the  members  of  our  families, 
and  lovingly  and  faithfully  to  train  them  to  a  cheerful  waiting  upon  the 
Lord  in  His  own  house,  and  to  manifest  a  hearty  interest  in  the  religions 
observances  of  home. 

Your  Committee  feel  assured  that  the  want  of  family  religion,  in  too 
many  cases,  lies  at  the  root  of  so  much  of  our  Sabbath  desecration.  The 
day  of  the  Lord  is  not  honoured  in  many  homes,  and  cannot  be  therefore 
accounted  a  delight  in  these  dwellings.  Children  and  servants  are  left 
too  much  on  that  day  to  their  own  will  and  way,  while  parents  and 
masters  countenance  them,  not  unfrequently,  in  the  pursuit  of  their  own 
pleasure. 

It  is  to  be  feared  that,  on  Sabbath  evenings,  family  catechising  k 
greatly  neglected,  while  the  gatherings  then  around  the  family  table  for 
reading  the  Word  of  God,  which  largely  distinguished  our  country,  are  to 
a  great  degree  laid  aside.  These  facts  are,  no  doubt,  one  cause  of  that 
increasing  amount  of  idling  and  walking  which  is  now  so  common  in  the 
central  streets,  and  neighbourhoods  of  our  cities  and  towns  on  the  after- 
noon and  evening  of  the  Sabbath.  The  family  itself,  in  all  that  bears  on 
its  highest  welfare,  is  suffering  sadly  by  this  indifference  to  the  Scriptural 
observance  and  sanctity  of  the  Lord's  Day,  and  what  is  injurious  to  the 
best  interests  of  the  family,  cannot  but  be  disastrous  to  the  welfare  of 
the  Church.  In  the  words  of  Mathcw  Henry,  *' Where  Sabbaths  arc 
neglected  all  religion  shortly  goes  to  decay ;"  and,  may  we  not  add,  that 
where  religion  decays,  the  true  preserving  salt  of  our  families,  and  oar 
Churches,  and  our  land  loses  its  savour.  Let  this  be  our  gracious  resola- 
tion,  "  As  for  me,  and  my  house,  we  will  serve  the  Lord." — Joshua 
xxiv.  15. 

ALEX.  M'KENZIE,  Convener. 
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I.  Evih  of  Intemperance. — Your  Committee  have  agaio,  with  deep 
concern,  to  bring  under  the  notice  of  the  Church  the  sad  evils  of  intem- 
perance. Its  history  may  well  be  called  a  Roll  written  within  and  with- 
out, with  ^'  mourning,  lamentation,  and  woe,''  All  will  admit  the  great 
extent  to  which  the  vice  of  drunkenness  prevails  in  this  country,  and 
that  it  lies  at  the  root  of  most  of  the  pauperism,  and  a  very  large  pro- 
portion of  the  crime  and  wretchednees  which  exist. 

Statistics  in  reference  to  the  drunkenness  of  the  nation  pour  in  from 
every  side.  They  come  from  the  highest  judges  of  the  courts,  from 
every  magistrate  on  the  bench,  from  the  chaplain  of  every  prison,  from 
the  master  of  every  workhouse,  from  the  chief  physician  of  every  lunatic 
asylum — all  of  these  tell  us  that  the  great  evil  is  drink,  drink,  and  that 
this  great  and  noble  country  is  really  sinking,  mainly  from  this  cause. 
The  testimony  of  the  Judges  is  universal ;  they  find  that  in  every 
calendar  that  comes  before  them,  intemperance  is  the  one  unfailing  source, 
directly  or  indirectly,  of  most  of  the  crimes  that  are  committed. 

It  is  impossible  to  hide  from  ourselves  that  there  is  a  general  habit  of 
inebriation  among  a  large  class  of  our  population,  fatal  to  morals,  to 
physical  comfort,  directly  sapping  the  very  foundation  of  domestic  peace, 
and  bringing  misery  where  content  and  happiness  ought  to  prevail. 

Let  any  one  take  up  a  newspaper,  not  compiled  by  the  advocates  of 
temperance  societies,  but  containing  details  of  the  every-day  life  of  the 
country  in  this  nineteenth  century,  and  what  will  be  the  result  of  the 
study?  Will  it  not  be  to  establish  the  truth  on  the  mind  that  there  is 
one  dark,  evil  blot  on  our  country,  one. source  to  which  might  be  traced 
abnost  all  the  crime  and  misery  of  the  land,  involving  a  vast  expense 
connected  with  our  prisons,  and  our  lunatic  and  pauper  asylums  ? 
22  A 
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Perhaps  there  is  no  stand-point  from  which  the  evils  of  intemperance 
can  be  seen  in  such  a  variety  of  circumstances  as  in  our  Potioe  Coarts. 
We  wish  all  classes  among  us  could  just  take  their  position  near  one  of 
our  Police  Benches  for  one  month,  and  we  venture  to  saj  they  would 
there  gain  a  view  of  the  ramifications  of  the  drink  traffic  such  as  tbej 
can  perhaps  nowhere  else  obtain.  We  cannok  understand  those  who 
would  gaze  on  such  appalling  pictures  without  inwardly  resolving  to 
use  every  effort  to  remove  the  share  of  guilt  which  such  a  state  of  matters 
brings  to  their  door. 

Can  any  one  really  say,  '^  Behold,  we  knew  it  not,"  when  the  demon 
of  intemperance  is  going  to  and  fro  upon  our  land,  spreading  death  and 
destruction,  desolating  homes,  turning  reasonable  beings  into  brute 
beasts,  darkening  the  reason,  deadening  the  conscience,  causing  ra^ 
poverty  and  misery,  strife  and  division,  quarrels,  blows,  and  death— 
actually  defying  the  armies  of  the  living  God  ? 

The  whole  nation  is  horror-stricken  when  it  hears,  so  frequently,  tke 
sad  disclosures  of  some  secret  or  accidental  poisoning,  of  an  appallin: 
shipwreck,  or  some  fatal  colliery  explosion ;  we  are  all  moved  to  tali 
and  write  about  such  sad  events,  but  why  is  the  loud  piercing  cry  of 
danger  not  raised  when  great  multitudes  of  our  people  are  speeding  on  to 
that  vortex  of  destruction  to  which  intemperance  surely  leads  ? 

The  horrible  consequences  of  intemperance  are  seen  in  the  saddest 
forms  of  disease,  in  hopeless  demoralisation,  and  in  deathbeds  of  freojj 
and  despair.  We  see  how  the  finest  constitutions  are  sapped  and 
destroyed  by  it ;  how  the  fairest  promises  of  piety  are  blighted ;  hov 
the  fortunes  of  families  are  ruined  ;  how  wives  and  mothers  pine  awav, 
heart-broken,  under  a  weight  of  misery,  shame,  and  want ;  how  children 
grow  up  to  blush  for,  and  even  to  curse,  their  parents. 

The  Health  Committees  in  our  great  cities  tell  us,  from  time  to  time, 
that  a  very  large  number  of  the  deaths  are  found  amongst  poor,  im- 
poverished, intemperate  people ;  and  that  from  this  cause  the  mortality 
of  their  cities  will  continue  to  be  unduly  swollen,  notwithstanding  all  the 
efforts  of  Magistrates  or  Health  Committees,  until  such  people  can  be 
educated  to  respect  their  health,  and  to  refrain  from  that  which  does  them 
snch  grievous  injury. 

There  is  a  tragic  and  pathetic  element  in  the  case  of  any  one  who  gives 
way  to  drink,  in  the  fact  that  he  is  not  an  unconscious  victim — that 
he  slides  into  it,  and  hates  and  loathes  it  with  perhaps  greater  hatred 
and  loathing  than  that  of  those  who  observe  him,  because  he  feeb  the 
clinging  poison,,  and  the  enshrouding  snare,  from  which  he  would  &in 
escape,  and  because  men  look  askance  at  him  for  the  sin  which  he  has 
committed. 

It  is  surely  a  very  humbling  truth,  that  a  people  foremost  in  national 
power,  in  mechanical  skill,  in  industry,  in  acquired  gifU,  and  in  accumu- 
lating wealth — that  such  a  people  should  be  sunk  below  other  nations  bj 
indulging,  so  improperly,  in  that  which  produces  consequences  the  most 
unhappy,  and  habits  the  most  degraded  that  can  debase  mankind. 

The  money  we  spend  in  intoxicating  drinks  is  considered  to  be 
£131,000,000  sterling  a  year.  This  trade,  in  its  legitimate  exercise, 
provides  scarcely  more  than  a  luxury ;  and,  in  its  illegitimate,  it  is  the 
most  insidious  of  all  social  temptations. 

It  is  obvious  that  only  a  limited  quantity  of  intoxicating  drinks  can 
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be  consamed  in  this  country  without  the  most  deadly  effects  on  the 
morals,  health,  and  happiness  of  the  people.  This  question  of  intemper- 
ance, then,  is  a  matter  of  vast  public  concern,  affecting  the  very  marrow 
and  life  of  our  people.  We  say  that  *^  Britons  never  shall  be  slaves," 
but  how  can  that  man  be  said  to  be  free,  who  is  a  slave  to  an  evil  habit, 
and  who,  when  the  world  outside  of  him  cries, ''Be  free,"  forges  for 
himself  fresh  chains  and  heavier  fetters  in  the  shape  of  his  own  sins, 
which  no  legislation  will  remove,  and  which  no  strength  can  sustain — ^the 
chains  of  intemperance,  whose  first  links  are  roses,  and  whose  last  are 
white-heat  iron  that  scorches  the  soul? 

If  we  could  by  any  means  succeed  in  suppressing  the  sin  of  drunken- 
ness we  will  in  that  case  have  gone  a  long  way  toward  promoting  the 
material  prosperity,  happiness,  virtue,  morality,  and  religion  of  the 
people  at  large.  But,  sJas  I  among  the  old  things  which  have  passed 
away  with  another  changeful,  fleeting  year,  certainly  the  need  for  temper- 
ance reform,  both  in  Scotland  and  England,  is  not  to  be  reckoned  one  of 
them.    On  the  contrary,  the  necessity  for  such  reform  is  as  great  as  ever. 

II.  What  isy  then,  the  special  duty  of  the  Church  in  regard  to  this  great 
evilf — The  Church  cannot  be  indifferent  or  inattentive  to  the  existence 
of  this  desolating  evil,  and  the  necessity  for  its  modification  or  restraint. 

It  is,  in  fact,  the  special  duty  and  right  of  the  Church  to  place  herself 
in  the  front  of  the  battle  against  this,  as  against  every  other,  evil  which 
threatens  the  moral  well-being  of  the  nation  ;  and  it  is  certain  that  no 
other  association  or  society  possesses  an  organisation  for  such  a  purpose  at 
once  so  extensive  and  so  influential  as  the  Church. 

Perhaps  the  first,  and  one  of  the  most  formidable,  of  the  difficulties 
with  which  the  Christian  worker  has  to  contend,  arises  out  of  the 
influence  of  the  public-house. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  as  regards  a  large  portion  of  the  artisan 
and  labouring  classes  we  have  in  this  institution  a  great,  if  not  the 
greatest,  obstacle  to  the  gospel,  and  the  bane  of  every  effort  to  elevate 
and  evangelise.  On  this  point  there  is  the  almost  universal  testimony 
of  ministers,  Bible- women,  city  missionaries,  and  Christian  workers  of  all 
kinds.  They  all  agree  that  the  public-house  is  the  one  great  cause  of 
their  comparative  non-success.  These  buildings  that  stand  at  the  corner 
of  almost  every  street,  and  flare  upon  us  with  their  dazzling  lights  and 
gaudy  decorations  within  the  space  of  every  fifty  yards,  inviting  the  ingress 
of  every  passer-by,  are  found  to  be  decidedly  and  powerfully  hostile  to 
all  our  religious  agencies.  The  associations  of  these  places,  the  conversa- 
tion of  these  places,  are  inevitably  calculated  to  inflame  the  evil  passions 
of  men,  and  to  destroy  in  them  all  longings  after  good. 

The  Church  has  a  loud  call  to  a  special  effort  against  one  of  the  direst 
of  our  national  sins,  which  should  stimulate  her  to  greater  earnestness  in 
her  conflict  with  all  the  powers  of  tlie  kingdom  of  evil,  against  which  our 
JMaster  has  sent  her  forth  to  war.  She  should  look  upon  it  ns  a  fresh 
motive  to  the  deepening  and  quickening  of  her  own  spiritual  life,  to  a 
closer  and  more  prayerful  walk  with  Ilim  whose  strength  is  made  perfect 
in  our  weakness,  and  who  can  and  will,  if  we  but  serve  Ilira  faithfully, 
overrule  all  our  successes  and  our  failures  for  His  glory,  and  for  the  final 
triumph  of  His  kingdom  on  the  earth. 

The  Church  is  bound  to  look  for  a  remedy,  and  bound  (o  use  every 


4  REPORT  OP  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  TEMPERANCE.  XXH. 

effort  in  her  power  to  stem  the  tide  of  intemperance.  She  may  assist  the 
Government  in  restraining  as  far  as  law  can  avail,  all  temptations  to 
drunkenness,  and  she  can  greatly  assist  in  promoting  a  sound  pablic 
opinion  on  the  subject. 

What  is  the  Church's  duty  in  regard  to  drinking  usages  ?  It  cannot 
be  to  stand  by  in  apathetic  indifference.  "  If  thou  forbear  to  deliTer 
them  that  are  drawn  unto  death,  and  those  that  are  ready  to  be  slain ;  it 
thou  sayest,  Behold,  we  knew  it  not ;  doth  not  he  [that  pondereth  the 
heart  consider  it  ?  " 

The  Church  should  inquire  into  the  facts  of  National  Drinking 
Customs,  and  their  terrible  results,  both  into  their  latent  causes,  and  their 
appropriate  remedies,  "  Show  us  if  there  be  any  wicked  way  in  us,"  with 
the  full  determination  to  accept  the  guidance  of  God's  will. 

There  should  be  faithful  teaching  and  preaching.  ''  Son  of  man,  I  bare 
set  thee  a  watchman  over  the  house  of  Israel,  therefore  thou  shalt  hear 
the  word  at  my  mouth,  and  warn  them  from  me."  If  there  is  a  national 
sin  which  is  exhausting  the  long-suffering  of  God,  it  should  be  dealt  with 
in  the  spirit  of  the  prophets  of  old^  with  all  the  particularity  which 
characterised  their  utterances. 

We  are  profoundly  impressed  with  the  concentrated  power  of  resistance 
to  the  gospel  that  abides  in  the  drinking  habits  of  so  many.  It  seems  all 
but  impossible  to  carry  the  gospel  to  the  hearts  of  the  people  until  the 
terrible  love  for  drink  in  so  many  can  be  overcome ;  and  in  regard  to 
the  social  condition  of  the  people  there  is  no  mistake  about  it  that  the 
political  future  of  Britain  is  in  the  hands  of  the  working  men,  and 
therefore  society  is  all  the  more  deeply  interested  in  keeping  them  oat  of 
the  public-house. 

With  regard  to  the  appointment  by  the  Assembly  that  a  sermon  oo 
intemperance  should  be  preached  by  all  the  ministers  of  the  Church,  on 
the  third  Sabbath  of  December  1875,  we  believe  that  vigorous  preaching 
on  this  subject  is  much  needed.  The  Committee  have  not  asked,  hj 
circular,  an  answer  from  ministers,  stating  whether  they  had  complied 
with  the  Assembly's  injunctions,  and  asking  them  at  the  same  time  any 
particulars  connected  therewith ;  but  ministers,  as  on  former  occasions, 
have,  of  their  own  accord,  forwarded  interesting  communications,  stating 
that  they  did  preach  on  the  subject,  giving  the  text  upon  which  thej 
preached,  and  evidencing  otherwise  their  deep  interest  in  the  cause. 

The  Assembly,  we  think,  should  direct  Presbyteries,  not  only  to  inquire 
as  to  this  being  done,  but  to  consider  favourably  and  carefully,  at  one  or 
more  of  their  meetings,  what  is  doing,  or  what  might  be  done  within  their 
bounds  by  the  Free  Church,  directly  and  specially,  for  the  advancement 
of  strict  sobriety,  and  for  lessening  the  evils  of  drinking,  not  only  in  the 
more  gross  and  extreme  forms  of  drunkenness,  but  in  those  habits  of 
tippling  and  free  indulgence  which  lead  to  it. 

Your  Committee  trust  that  the  General  Assembly  will  give  a  similar 
injunction  to  their  ministers  to  preach  a  sermon  on  intemperance  on  the 
third  Sabbath  of  December  1876. 

Your  Committee  have  printed  and  circulated  upwards  of  fi^e 
thousand  copies  of  the  last  Annual  Report,  to  which  were  added 
the  speeches  delivered  at  the  Assembly,  and  the  '^  deliverance ''  there- 
anent.  These  were  posted  individually  to  all  the  Ministers  of  the  lead- 
ing denominations,  to  all  the  Members  of  both  Houses  of  Parliament,  to 
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Justices,  Magistrates,  Town  Councils/  and  Superintendents  of  Police. 
Besides  this,  many  special  requests  for  copies  have  been  attended  to. 

We  are  glad  to  notice  that  various  Presbyteries  during  the  past  year 
have  had  the  subject  of  intemperance  under  consideration.  We  would 
strongly  recommend  that  Presbyteries  should  use  their  influence,  and 
petition,  generally,  in  favour  of  the  Publicans'  Certificates  (Scotland)  Bill, 
introduced  by  Dr.  Cameron,  and  the  Intoxicating  Liquors  (Scotland) 
Bill,  introduced  by  Sir  Robert  Anstruther. 

III.  Causes  of  Intemperance, — Amongst  the  causes  of  intemperance, 
there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  excessive  number  of  public-houses  is 
the  most  potent.  Facts  and  statistics  have  clearly  established  that 
intoxication,  with  its  train  of  appalling  evils,  bears  nearly  an  exact 
proportion  to  the  facilities  for  acquiring  drink.  It  may  be  said, — it 
does  not  matter  whether  public- houses  are  many  or  few,  if  people  wish 
to  drink  they  will  get  it.  But  they  forget  not  only  that  many  who 
would  never  think  of  going  in  quest  of  drink,  cannot  resist  the  tempta- 
tion of  taking  it  when  it  is  conveniently  placed  within  their  reach,  but 
that  all  keepers  of  public-houses  have  a  deep  interest  in  promoting  the 
sale  of  drink,  and  thus  become  missionaries  in  inducing  men  to  spend 
their  evenings  in  the  purchase  and  use  of  intoxicating  liquors  for  the 
sake  of  what  is  called  ^'  the  good  of  the  house." 

Speaking  from  any  reasonable  view  of  the  question,  it  is  too  plain  and 
obvious  that  the  number  of  licensed  houses  in  the  United  Kingdom 
vastly  exceeds  the  amount  required  for  any  purpose  of  reasonable 
refreshment  And  it  is  equally  certain  that  every  house  in  excess  of 
such  a  number  is  an  indefensible  evil.  The  excessive  number  of  houses 
unduly  encourages  temptation ;  not  only  so,  but  it  lowers  the  character 
of  the  persons  engaged  in  the  traffic,  because,  from  the  extreme  com- 
petition, they  can  with  difficulty  make  a  living,  and  it  then  becomes  an 
object  to  sell  as  much  drink  as  they  can,  without  reference  to  quality, 
and  irrespective  of  the  persons  to  whom^  and  the  parties  by  which  the 
sale  is  effected. 

It  is  argued  by  some  that  sobriety  cannot  be  secured  by  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment^ and  therefore  legislative  control  of  the  liquor  traffic  is  superfluous. 
The  fallacy  of  this  reasoning  is  obvious.  The  interference  of  the  law 
is  called  in,  not  for  the  sake  of  the  drunkard— the  law  perhaps  can  do 
little  for  the  confirmed  inebriate ;  the  aim  of  license  legislation  is  preven- 
tion, rather  than  cure.  The  law  can  at  will,  increase  or  diminish  the 
means  and  opportunities  for  alcoholic  indulgence.  The  law  has  its 
strong  hand  on  the  gateway  of  the  flood,  and  can  restrain  its  magnitude 
and  force,  or  let  loose  its  whole  mighty  volume  upon  a  devoted  country. 
Experience  in  many  places  has  clearly  shown  that  excessive  drinking 
comes  of  excessive  supply.  It  has  thus  grown  to  be  an  axiom  that  the 
best  interests  of  society,  and  the  claims  of  public  morality  and  order, 
demand  legal  interference  in  this  matter.    . 

It  is  therefore  the  right  and  the  duty  of  the  Legislature  to  enact  such 
measures  as  shall  make  it  as  easy  as  possible  to  walk  in  the  paths  of 
sobriety.  It  should  also  be  kept  in  view  that  the  traffic  is  exceptional 
in  its  character,  and  is  not  amenable  to  the  ordinary  laws  of  trade.  The 
usual  law  of  supply  and  demand  is  reversed  in  this  case.  It  is  important 
to  observe  that,  in  the  case  of  strong  drink,  the  supply  creates  the  demand. 
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If  proof  were  necessary,  we  might  refer  to  two  volumes,  being  the 
Reports  of  Committees  on  Intemperance  for  the  Lower  Houses  of  Con- 
vocation for  the  Provinces  of  York  and  Canterbury.  These  two  official 
documents  contain  answers  given  by  the  authorities  of  almost  every 
parish  throughout  England,  showing  the  result  of  greater,  or  less,  or  no 
facilities  for  obtaining  drink. 

Similar  evidence  has  been  given  in  Scotland.  Mr.  D.  Milne-Home 
has  given  us  statistics  showing  the  connection  between  the  number  of 
public-houses  and  the  amount  of  pauperism  and  crime.  The  general 
statement  that  excessive  indulgence  in  intoxicating  liquors  produces 
poverty,  and  incites  to  criminal  conduct,  has  always  been  accepted.  But 
when  it  is  shown  from  authentic  returns  that  in  those  parishes  where 
there  are  public-bouses,  the  crime  and  pauperism  are  much  greater  than 
in  those  parishes  where  there  are  no  public- houses,  a  strong  argument 
is  afforded  in  favour  of  their  diminution  and  suppression.  It  may  be 
put  in  the  form  of  an  axiom,  '*  As  b  the  number  of  public-houses,  so  is  the 
amount  of  pauperism  in  a  parish,"  and  yet  this  important  fact  has  not 
secured  all  the  attention  which  it  deserves. 

Much  evil,  results  from  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  at  railwaj 
stations.  It  is  an  unnecessary  temptation  to  all,  and  it  presents  a  special 
snare  to  railway  servants,  who  require  so  much  watchfulness  and  cauUoa 
in  the  discharge  of  their  responsible  duties. 

A  great  deal  of  mischief  also  arises  from  the  unnecessary  use  of  stimulants 
in  hospitals.  This  has  been  diminished  in  some  places,  and  Uie  consequence 
has  been  a  great  improvement  in  the  recovery  and  health  of  the  inmates. 

rV.  Drinking  Customs. — The  tyranny  of  fashion  is  in  league  with  the 
tyranny  of  drink ;  many  become  slaves  to  the  latter  through  their  obedi- 
ence to  the  former.  They  would  feel,  many  of  them,  no  difficulty  in 
abstaining  from  the  use  of  drink,  perhaps  they  would  rather  prefer  to  do 
so,  if  there  were  no  undue  influence  thrown  in  either  scale,  but  the 
customs  of  society  throw  a  heavy  weight  in  the  scale  against  temperance. 
It  is  not  so  much  the  love  of  drink  as  the  power  of  fashion  that  leads  to 
the  formation  of  intemperate  habits. 

The  habit  of  toast- drinking,  whether  public  or  private,  is  one  which 
we  cannot  but  think  only  long-established  usage,  and  familiarity,  enable 
us  to  regard  as  otherwise  than  very  unnecessary  and  prejudicial,  and 
in  every  view  unworthy  of  an  enlightened  and  civilised  community. 

There  are  many  trade  usages  still  extensively  prevailing,  which  tend 
to  create  and  foster  a  love  for  strong  drink,  and  are  consequently  instra- 
mental  in  promoting  intemperance  among  those  concerned. 

Another  institution  which  is  fruitful  in  drunkenness  is  that  of  "  Hiring 
Fairs/'  which,  under  various  names,  and  slight  varieties,  are  held  in 
almost  every  part  of  the  kingdom.  These  fairs,  are  admitted  by  all,  to 
be,  generally  speaking,  degrading  and  demoralising  in  their  tendencies. 

The  customs  which  so  largely  obtain  in  trade  and  business  are  injurious; 
the  ** wetting''  of  bargains  in  wholesale  transactions;  the  glass  of  wine 
or  spirits  presented  to  purchasers,  especially  women,  in  retail  houses; 
the  habit  of  '^nipping,"  so  prevalent  among  young  men  belonging  to  oor 
counting-houses,  and  other  places  of  business.  The  tyranny  of  the  work- 
shop, the  fines,  the  "  footings,"  the  treatings,  exacted  of  all  alike,  tend  to 
much  evil. 
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We  saw  it  mentioned  lately  that  a  Civil  Service  Co-operative  Institu- 
tion had  determined  to  offer  refreshments  to  its  lady  customers,  in  the 
shape  of  a  glass  of  sherry  and  hiscuits.  It  is  not  to  be  expected  that  the 
shopkeeper  who  has  to  contend  with  co-operative  stores  will  fail  to  follow 
such  an  example ;  and  if  the  practice  is  persevered  in  we  may  shortly 
have  a  mischievous  rivalry  between  the  two,  as  to  which  can  offer  the 
greatest  quantity  of  drink,  as  a  bonus  to  the  customer. 

In  the  drinking  habits  and  usages  of  the  country,  we  are  all  more  or 
less  involved;  and  if  we  are  to  benefit  the  working  classes,  and  the 
whole  population,  we  must  do  what  we  can  to  check  the  evil.  Much 
may  be  done  in  suppressing  the  customs  which  lead  to  intemperance,  by 
influential  members  of  the  community  discountenancing  meetings  where 
intoxicating  liquors  are  used  in  toasting;  by  employers  of  labour  dis- 
couraging social  meetings  of  their  work-people  where  intoxicating  liquors 
are  used ;  by  the  heads  of  families  being  much  more  alive  to  the  danger 
of  giving  and  taking  intoxicating  liquors  as  tokens  of  hospitality  and 
kindness;  and  by  individuals  refusing  to  give  payment  in  drink  as  a 
reward  for  services  rendered  to  them. 

V.  Methods  for  counteracting  and  diminishing  intemperance. — In  this 
respect,  much  credit  is  due  to  the  various  Temperance  Organisations, 
the  National  Temperance  League,  the  British  Temperance  League,  the 
Irish  Temperance  League,  the  '^  Scottish  Temperance  League,"  the 
Permissive  Bill  Association,  and  the  different  orders  of  Templars.  They 
have  thrown  a  flood  of  light  over  the  terrible  evils  of  the  prevailing 
drinking  system,  and  they  have  roused  the  national  conscience  to  a  more 
stern  condemnation  of  drunkenness. 

These  societies  have  all  endeavoured  to  provide  such  exercises,  com- 
bining instruction  with  amusements,  as  might  form  a  successful  counter- 
attraction  to  the  indulgence  of  drinking  in  the  public-house,  and  they 
have  circulated  much  useful  literature. 

There  is  a  recently  constructed  association  called  the  "Church  of 
England  Temperance  Society,''  which  is  spreading  itself  very  actively 
throughout  England.  It  does  not  go  the  length  of  advocating  total 
abstinence,  or  the  suppression  of  the  traffic,  but  is  in  favour  of  still 
further  restrictions  on  the  sale  of  alcoholic  liquors,  and  considers  that  in 
this  work  all  friends  of  sobriety,  all  patriots  and  Christians,  abstainers 
and  non- abstainers,  may  cordially  unite.  This  society  admits  of  both 
classes  working  together ;  for  example,  in  order  to  explain  and  enforce 
the  existing  laws,  to  educate  public  opinion  as  to  the  connection  between 
intemperance  and  the  present  facilities  and  temptations  provided  by  the 
public- house  system,  to  seek  the  diminution  of  these  facilities,  to  labour 
for  the  limitation  of  the  hours  of  selling,  to  restore  the  public-houses  to 
their  original  character  as  *'  victualling  and  refreshment  houses,'*  to  aid 
the  magistrates  in  the  exercise  of  their  power  to  reduce  the  number  of 
public-houses,  to  remove  benefit  and  other  clubs  from  them,  to  encourage 
and  promote  all  proper  means  likely  to  counteract  their  baneful  influence, 
to  procure  for  the  people  of  any  locality  a  substantive  and  direct  voice 
in  determining  the  number  and  position  of  licensed  houses,  and  gener- 
ally to  use  all  lawful  means,  moral  and  legislative,  for  the  diminution  of 
intemperance. 

It  is  stated  that  large  employers  of  labour  in  Gloucester,  Bristol,  and 
Liverpool  are  encouraging  the  men  in  their  works  to  adopt  oatmeal 
drinks  rather  than  beer  and  malt  liquor.    The  results  are  said  to  be 
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satisfactory,  and  cannot  fail  to  assist  the  temperance  reformation,  by 
giving  a  direct  negative  to  the  assertion  that  it  is  impossible  to  engage 
in  hard  manual  labour  without  constantly  resorting  to  beer  and  other 
liquor. 

Sanitary  reform  is  calculated  to  diminish  to  some  extent  the  temptation 
to  drinking,  and  to  restrict  some  of  the  evils  which  flow  from  it. 

The  attention  of  Parliament  has  of  recent  years  been  turned  towards 
social  and  sanitary  questions  much  more  than  it  was  wont  to  be. 
Scarcely  a  session  now  closes  without  some  Act  being  passed  bearing 
directly  on  such  questions.  Thus  we  have  had  Acts  for  the  improvement 
of  towns,  for  the  inspection  and  regulation  of  factories  and  workshops, 
for  the  regulation  of  common  lodging-houses,  for  the  prevention  of 
diseases,  for  the  removal  of  nuisances,  for  the  promotion  of  public  health, 
for  the  utilisation  of  sewage,  etc.,  etc. 

A  great  and  wide-spread  evil  such  as  intemperance  springs  from  many 
different  causes,  and  can  be  reached  only  by  many  and  diverse  influ- 
ences; it  is  intimately  connected  with  such  questions,  as  wages,  national 
education.  Sabbath  observance,  Sabbath  schools,  early  closing,  national 
holidays,  and  the  decent  and  Christian  housing  of  the  labouring  classes, 
in  short  with  all  that  affects  the  social  life  of  our  nation. 

We  would  like  to  point  to  such  efforts  as  the  ^^  Shaftesbury  Park  Estate/' 
where  excellent  dwellings  are  provided  for  the  working-clases,  many  of 
whom  own  the  houses  which  they  occnpy.  There  are  to  be  700  houses, 
and  in  the  centre  is  reserved  space  of  some  acres  for  a  public  garden. 
There  is  no  reason  why  working-men  should  not  save  up  their  money 
which  is  being  wasted  on  intoxicating  liquors,  and  have  their  houses 
perfectly  comfortable,  and  perfectly  habitable.  In  the  Shaftesbury 
Park  Estate  there  is  no  public-house,  and  it  is  quite  clear  how  the  money 
is  spent  there ;  it  is  spent  on  the  house,  on  the  furniture,  and  on  home 
comforts. 

One  remedy  has  been  tried,  the  erection  of  public-houses  without 
drink,  where  a  man  can  join  his  companions  and  spend  a  quiet  evening. 
Tiiese  should  be  encouraged  to  the  utmost.  We  may  notice  the  fact 
that  the  '^  Glasgow  Working  Men's  Investment  and  Building  Society  " 
are  erecting  68  houses  on  the  Estate  of  the  Bams  of  Clyde.  j£165  is  to 
be  charged  for  each  house,  to  be  paid  anytime  within  21  years.  We 
attach  great  importance  to  the  formation  of  Bands  of  Hope.  The  Band 
of  Hope  Union  has  now  a  membership  of  810,000.  We  have  often 
been  distressed  at  seeing  wine  handed  round  at  children's  parties,  and  at 
wine  being  offered,  in  mere  courtesy,  to  children  and  young  people. 

We  are  glad  to  notice  that  customs  are  beginning  to  prevail  which 
indicate  a  more  limited  use  of  wine  at  ordinary  dinner  parties. 

The  custom  of  giving  stimulants  as  a  medicine  is  one  which  has  often 
been  followed  by  such  appalling  consequences,  in  the  habits  which  are 
thereby  formed,  that  the  medical  profession  would  do  well  seriously  to 
consider  these  risks  before  prescribing  such  stimulants,  and  when  the 
immediate  occasion  for  their  employment  is  passed,  should  be  careful  to 
see  that  their  use  is  discontinued. 

VI.  Legislation, — It  is  not  unusual  with  some  advocates  of  the  liquor 
traffic  to  describe  our  position  as  if  we  represented  the  prohibition  of  the 
traffic  as  being  the  only  and  all-sufficient  remedy  for  intemperance  and  all 
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its  associated  evils,  and  to  preclade  as  they  think,  all  further  discussion,* 
bj  the  assertion  that,  *'  It  is  impossible  to  make  men  sober  by  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment" We  quite  admit  that  morality  in  every  form,  including  sobriety, 
must  be  secured  by  other  means  besides  that  of  legislation  ;  and  the 
question  simply  is.  What  can  legislation  do  to  encourage  sobriety  instead 
of  promoting  intemperance?  In  a  certain  sense,  it  is  impossible  to  make 
men  sober  by  Act  of  Parliament,  but  it  is  not  impossible  to  make  Acts  of 
Parliament  whose  tendency  is  to  encourage  and  promote  sobriety.  We 
would  say  it  is  equally  impossible  to  make  men  drunken  by  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment, but  it  is  very  easy  to  make  Acts  of  Parliament  whose  tendency 
is  to  encourage  and  promote  drunkenness,  and  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Legis- 
lature to  devise  Acts  of  the  former  sort,  and  not  of  the  latter.  It  is  true 
that  the  law  must  be  supported  by  public  opinion,  and  that  the  Legislature 
cannot,  speaking  genendly,  go  further  or  ^sister  than  the  conviction  of  the 
people  will  permit. 

We  have  before  us  a  number  of  Licensing  Bills,  to  which  we  will  now 
allude. 

Professor  Smyth  has  again  brought  his  bill  before  Parliament,  entitled 
**•  Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  on  Sunday  (Ireland)  Bill,''  but  he  has  since 
withdrawn  it,  with  the  view  of  reintroducing  it  in  another  session. 

Sir  Harcourt  Johnstone  has  introduced  a  Bill  entitled  *'  Intoxicating 
Liquors  Licensing  Law  Amendment  Bill."  This  is  a  Bill  for  stopping 
all  new  grocers'  licenses,  and  limiting  public-house  licenses  to  one  for 
every  500  of  the  population  in  large  towns. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cowen  has  brought  in  a  Bill  entitled  ''  Intoxicating  Liquors 
(Licensing  Boards)  Bill,''  for  the  purpose  of  tnmsferring  the  licensing 
powers  to  an  elective  board. 

Sir  Wilfrid  Lawson  has  brought  in  his  Bill  entitled  '*  Permissive  Pro- 
hibitory Liquor  Bill,"  to  enable  owners  and  occupiers  of  property  in 
certain  districts  to  prevent  the  common  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors 
within  such  districts.  * 

Mr.  Wilson  has  brought  in  a  Bill  for  closing  public-houses  in  England 
on  the  whole  of  ibe  Sunday,  entitled,  *'  Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  on 
Sunday  (England)  Bill." 

There  are  two  Bills  which  apply  to  Scotland — one  introduced  by  Dr. 
Cameron,  entitled,  ''  Publicans'  Certificates  (Scotland)  Bill." 

The  object  of  this  Bill  is  to  assimilate  the  law  of  Scotland  relating  to  the 
mode  of  granting  licenses  to  sell  intoxicating  liquors,  to  the  law  of  England. 
By  the  provisions  of  this  Bill  the  refiisal  of  a  new  certificate  by  Justices 
or  Magistrates  will  be  final.  But  if  the  Justices  or  Magistrates  grant  a 
new  certificate,  the  granting  requires  to  be  confirmed  by  a  Licensing 
Committee  created  by  this  Bill.  It  might  have  the  effect  of  limiting  the 
number  of  new  licenses,  and  therefore  petitions  should  be  forwarded  in 
favour  of  it.  A  new  provision  has  been  added  lately,  to  the  effect  of 
empowering  magistrates  to  grant  a  provisional  certificate  for  premises  to 
be  erected,  or  in  the  course  of  erection.  This  clause  is  quite  unnecessary, 
and  may  be  very  mischievous.  We  would  greatly  prefer  an  annual 
SuspeAsory  Act,  till  an  amended  and  consolidated  one  be  passed,  or  until 
a  Boyal  Commission  is  issued  to  ascertain  what  amendments  ought  to  be 
introduced  on  the  Act  of  1862. 

The  other  Scotch  Bill  is  introduced  by  Sir  Robert  Anstruther,  entitled 
Intoxicating  Liquors  (Scotland)  Bill.     By  this  Bill  new  certificates  are 
22  B 
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not  to  be  granted  while  the  number  of  existing  licenses  is  in  ezoett  of  th« 
proportion  of  one  to  five  hundred  of  the  population.  New  certificates 
are  not  to  be  granted  to  grocers  after  the  passing  of  the  Act,  and  existing 
grocers  are  not  to  sell  less  than  a  quart.  The  Excise  are  no  longer  to 
have  the  mischievous  power  of  giving  out  5s.  table-beer  licenses  without 
the  control  of  a  magistrates'  certificate.  This  is,  to  all  intents  and  pur- 
poses, a  Suspensory  Bill. 

VII.  Conclusion. — ^Toor  Committee,  in  concluding  this  Report  for 
1876,  have  to  saj  that  no  sin  is  spreading  itself  out  before  us,  so  fiiHj 
and  so  persistently,  as  that  of  intemperance.  We  have  finequent  oppor- 
tunities of  observing  it  in  a  great  variety  of  circumstances  and  details, 
and  so  much  the  more  therefore  ought  it  to  excite  our  abhorrence  and 
compassion.  But  the  very  prevalence  of  the  evil  has  led  the  Christisn 
Church  and  the  community  to  acquiesce,  with  a  sort  of  helpless  and 
apathetic  indifierence,  in  the  present  state  of  things  as  in  some  sort 
unavoidable,  to  be  deplored  and  lamented,  no  doubt,  in  a  general  and 
impracticable  way,  but  scarcely  to  be  cured.  It  is  quite  true  of  our  body 
politic,  that  the  *'  whole  head  is  sick  and  the  whole  heart  fi&int,"  and  it  is 
high  time  that  society,  the  State,  the  Church,  every  citizen,  every  Chris- 
tian were  roused  to  an  adequate  sense  of  the  impending  danger.  The 
Temperance  reformation  is  a  Christian  enterprise,  and  ought  always  to  be 
so  regarded.  It  will  fail,  and  it  will  deserve  to  fail,  if  it  separates  itself 
from  church  sentiments  and  the  support  of  religion.  There  can  be  no 
standing  still  in  this  warfare,  and  each  of  us  should  bring  some  impn>?e* 
ment.  A  wise  general,  waiting  his  opportunity,  hurls  against  the  foe  his 
infantry  and  cavalry.  The  cause  is  common  between  the  two  branches 
of  the  service.  We  would  not  say  that  the  different  arms  are  antagonisde, 
-because  they  do  battle  by  different  methods.  At  one  time  it  may  be  more 
prudent  to  put  the  infantry  in  the  front,  at  another  time  to  bring  the 
cavalry  prominently  into  the  conflict ;  and  sometimes  a  strategical  reason 
may  be  obvious  for  massing  them  together.  The  single  object  should  be, 
by  the  blessing  of  God,  to  obtain  victory.  Let  allj  then,  friends  of 
temperance  and  friends  of  abstinence,  *'  come  to  the  help  of  the  Lord 
against  the  mighty." 

In  name  and  by  authority  of  the  Committee, 

WILLIAM  KmSTON, 

Convener, 


No.  zzm. 


Jfnje  Cj^ttrjtj^  af  Srnllantr, 
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1876. 


OFFICE-BEARERS 
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TRUSTEES. 
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ViymmwMcaiions  to  he  addreswd  to  Mr.  Martin,  cU  U^e  Ofioe  of  the  I^und^ 

No,  49  Castle  Street^  BdinburgK 


FOBM  OF  BEQUEST  TO  THE  FUND. 

I  leave  and  bequeath  the  earn  of  ponnds 

{the  amount  being  written  in  words^  not  in  figures)  to  "  The  Friv  Church 
MnoBTSRs'  Widows'  and  Orphans'  Fund  ;  "  and  I  appoint  the  same  to  be 
paid  at  the  first  term  of  Whitsunday  or  Martinmas  after  my  death. 


THIRTIETH  YEAR  OF   THE   FUND, 

ENDING  16th  May  1875. 


Eeport  of  the  Tbustees  of  the  Fbee  Church  Ministers'  Widows' 
and  Orphans*  Fund  to  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Free 
Church  op  Scotland,  to  be  held  at  Edinburgh  the  18th  day 
of  May  1876. 

Ok  the  state  and  progress  of  the  Fund,  the  Trustees  have  to  report  as 
follows — ^referring  for  explanations  to  the  more  detailed  view  of  parti- 
culars contained  in  the  Lists  and  States  subjoined : — 

1.  That  during  the  year  ending  at  Whitsunday  1875,  55  Ministers 
were  admitted  to  a  pastoral  charge,  and  to  a  share  of  the  Sustentation 
Fund,  for  the  first  time. 

2.  That  13  Ministers  connected  with  the  Fund  died,  leaving  6  widows 
and  also  5  children  below  eighteen  years  of  age. 

3.  That  13  Ministers  "were  translated,  respectively,  from  one  pastoral 
charge  to  another. 

4.  That  8  Ministers  connected  with  the  Fund  ceased  to  have  any  share 
of  the  Sustentation  Fund. 

5.  That  3  Ministers  connected  with  the  Fund  were  re-admitted  to 
pastoral  charges,  and  to  a  share  of  the  Sustentation  Fund. 

6.  That  at  Whitsunday  1875,  4  Ministers,  through  non-payment  of 
their  annual  contributions,  ceased  to  be  connected  with  the  Fund,  in  terms 
of  the  proviso  in  section  8th  of  the  Act  incorporating  the  Fund. 

7.  That  at  Whitsunday  1875,  24  pastoral  charges  were  vacant,  by  the 
death  or  removal  of  Ministers  connected  with  the  Fund. 

8.  That  giving  effect  to  the  changes  before  specified  on  the  numbers 
connected  with  the  Fund  at  Whitsunday  1874,  as  stated  in  last  year's 
Beport,  there  were  connected  with  the  Fund  at  Whitsunday  1875 — 


Of  Ministers,              ....  900 

Of  vacant  charges,      ....  24 

924 

Of  Professors,             ....  9 
Of  Ministers  and  Professors  who  have  ceased 
to  have  any  share  of  the  Sustentation  Fund 

and  College  Fund  respectively,      .            •  81 


Oomspondtng  nixmlMn 
ftt  Whltaondftir  1874 

863 
28 


891 
9 


80 
980 


1014 

9.  That  during  the  year  ending  11th. August  1875,  87  Ministers  con- 
nected with  the  Fund  marrie4,  or  were  married  at  their  admission,  of 
whom  32  were  under,  and  5  above,  45  years  of  age. 

10.  That  during  the  year  ending  15th  May  1875,  6  widows  and  5 
children  became  entitled  for  the  first  time  to  annuities. 

11.  That  2  Widows  upon  the  Fund  died  during  the  year  aforesaid. 

12.  That  16  children  ceased  to  be  entitled  to  annuities  during  the 
year  aforesidd,  15  having  attained  the  age  of  eighteen  years  complete,  and 
1  having  died. 


lU 

120 

30 
150 
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13.  That  giving  effect  to  these  changes,  the  number  of  annuitants  on 
the  Fund  at  Whitsunday  1875  was  as  under :—  

Of  Widows  entitled  to  an  annuity  of  £42,     .  118 

Of  Children  under  18  yeans  of  age- 
Entitled  to  an  annuity  of  £15,         .  112 
Entitled  to  an  annuity  of  £22,  10a, 

their  mother  also  heing  dead,       •  27 

139 

14.  That  at  31st  March  1876,  when  the  accounts  for  the  bygone  yeir 
were  closed,  the  accumulated  Funds  were  as  under : — 

Of  the  Widows*  Scheme,  .  .  .      £165,226  16    2 

Of  the  Orphans' Scheme,  .  .  .  46,479  16  11 

£211,706  13     1 
and  that  the  amount  was  invested  in  the  manner  and  at  the  rates  of  in- 
terest  specified  in  the  State  of  the  Funds  hereto  appended.     The  increase 
on  the  Accumulated  Funds  during  the  year  ending  31st  March  1876  his 

been  as  under : — 

Of  the  Widows' Scheme^  .  •  .  £7,549  19    6 

Of  the  Orphans' Scheme,  .  •  .  1,762  15    8 

£9,312  15    2 

As  will  be  seen  on  referring  to  the  Accounts  appended,  the  foUowii^ 
Legacies  and  Donations  have  been  received  this  year  in  aid  of  the  Food, 
via.: — 

Legacy  from  Mrs.  Stirling,  Lansdowne  Crescent,  Glasgow,  £5    0    0 

Mrs.  Gunn,  Swiney,  Ly^ter,      •  •  .  .  110 

P.  L  0.  K.,  a  thank-offering  for  a  successful  operation  in 
the  restoration  of  sight.     "Once  I  was  hlind,  now  I 
see,      ••••■••  z  AU    V 

The  late  David  Martin,  Esq.,  Embden  House,  Broughty- 

ferry,  .......         125    0    0 

One-half  of  the  residue  of  the  estate  of  the  late  Mrs. 

Margaret  Moore  or  Hogg,  Montrose,  .  .  •         825    0    6 

Dr.  Fleming,  28  Manor  Place,    .  .  .  •  110 

£959  12    6 


The  last  General  Assembly,  in  'referring  to  the  report  of  the  TnisteeS} 
were  pleased  to  make  the  following  remit : — 

"  In  connection  with  this  report,  the  Assembly  took  up  an  overture  bom  tbe 
Presbytery  of  Italy,  anent  devising  means  for  admitting  mimsters  holding  chsrgei 
on  the  Continent  to  participate  in  the  benefits  of  the  Widows'  and  Orphaas'  Fnod. 

"  The  Assembly  remit  the  overture  .to  the  consideration  of  the  TVnstees  of  tbe 
Widows'  and  Orphans*  Fund ;  and  to  consider  also  the  possibility  of  admittiog  to 
the  benefits  of  the  Fund  all  ministers  of  this  Church  labouring  in  foreign  Isncb.*' 

The  Trustees  have  directed  their  attention  to  the  subject  of  this  remit, 
but  their  inquiries  are  not  as  yet  sufficiently  matured  to  enable  tbem  to 
report.  They  respectfully  suggest  that  the  remit  to  them  may  be  continued 
by  the  ensuing  General  Assembly. 

Signed  in  name  and  by  order  of  the  Trustees, 

ROBERT  GORDON,  Convewr. 
Edinburgh,  I2(h  May  1876. 

N,B, — A  Statement  of  Mrs.  Mackay*s  Fund  is  annexed  hereto^  p.  2& 
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EEPORT  0?  THB  TRUSTEES  Off  THl 


ZXIIL 


I 


ABSTBAOT  of  the  Acconnts  of  fhe  Free  Cnrarch  IfinisterB*  WidowB' 

RECEIPTS. 
L~ON  ACSOGUilT  OF  THE  "WIDOWS* 


From  the  Sustentation  ComiiTTSE : — 

Sums  payable  on  the  admission  of  Ministers  to  a  pastoral 
charge  : — 

2d  half  of  £10,  payable  at  Whitsanday  1875,  in  respect 
of  28  Ministers,  at  £5  each, 

Ist  half  of  £10,  in  respect  of  55  Ministers  admitted  daring 
the  year  to  Whitsunday  1875 


Ordinary  Annual  Contributions  due  at  Whitsunday  1875 : — 

In  respect  of  900  Ministers,  at  £5  each,     .   £4,500    0     0 

In  respect  of  24  vacant  Congi^sgations  at 

£5  each, 120     0     0 


Bums  payable  on  the  Marriage  of  Ministers : — 

In  respect  of  33  Ministers  who  married,  or  were  married 
at  tiie  date  of  their  admission,  during  the  year  ending 
11th  August  1875:— 

28  under  45  years  of  age,  £5  each,     .      £140    0    0 
5  aboTe  45  years  of  age,  1st  half  of  £10,         25    0    0 

£165    0     0 
2d  half  of  £10,  in  respect  of  4  Ministers,         20    0    0 


From  the  College  Commtttbe  : — 

Ordinary  Annual  Contributions  due  at  Whitsunday  1875,  in 
respect  of  9  Professors,  at  £5  each,      .... 

From  Mtnirters  and  Professors  who  have  ceased  to  have 
any  share  of  the  Sustentation  Fund  and  College  Fund : — 

Ordinary  Annual  Contributions  due  at  Whit- 
sunday 1875,  by  71  Ministers  and  1  Pro- 
fessor,   £360 

Received  on  acconnt  of  Arrears  outstanding 
at  81st  March  1875,      .... 

Beceived  Annual  Payment  due  at  Whitsunday 
1876,  by  8  Ministers,    .... 

Sum  payable  on  the  Marriage  of  Ministers : — 

In  respect  of  Ministers  who  married  during 
the  year  ending  11th  August  1875,  4 
under  45  years  of  age,  £5  each,  20    0     0 


Carry  forward, 


0    0 


45    0    0 


15    0    0 


£140    0    0 

275    0    0 

£415    0    0 


4,620    0    0 


£5,035    0    0 


185    0    0 


45    0    0 


440    0    0 


£5,705    0   0 
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and  OrphanB'  Fond  for  the  year  ending  3l8t  March  1876. 

PAYMENTa 

I— OR  AOGOtTNT  OF  THB  ''WIDOWS* 


Annthtibs  to  Widows  : — 

Due  at  WhitBiinday  1875,  to  1]8  Widows,  for  half  a  year, 
at  £21  each, 

Due  at  Martinmas  1875,  to  124  Widows,  for  half  a  year,  at 
£21  each, 


Less  Income-Taz, 


£2,478    0    0 
2.604    0    0 


£5,082     0     0 
42     7     0 


£5,039  13    0 


Carry  forward, 


£5,039  13     0 
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Abstract  of  the  Accounts  of  the  Free  Charcb  Ministen'  Widows* 


RECEIPTS. 


L~ON  AOOOUNT  OP  THB  "WIDOWB*  gOHKMB  "—<»»«*««'. 


Brought  forward. 


Legacies  and  Donations;— 


Legacy  from  Mrs.  Stirling,  Lansdowne  Cres- 
cent, Glasgow,  per  Messrs.  Mapgregor, 
Cowan,  and  Galloway,      .        .        •        •' 

From  Mrs.  Gann,  Swiney,  Lybster,      .        , 

From  P.  L.  O.  K., — a  thank-offering  for  a 
sacoessfol  operation  in  the  restoration 
of  sight, — **Once  I  was  hlind,  now  I 
see,  ••••••• 

From  the  late  David  Martin,  Esq.,  Emhden 
House,  Broughty-Ferry,   .        •        •        , 

From  the  Trustees  of  Mrs.  Margaret  Moore 
or  Hogg,  one-half  of  the  residue  of  her 
Estate, 

From  Dr.  Fleming,  38  Manor  Place,     .        • 


Whereof  effurtng  to  the  Orphans'  Scheme, 
2-7ths, •        • 


£5    0    0 
110 


2  10    0 
125    0    0 

825    0    6 
110 

£959  12    6 

274    3    7 


Interest  received  on  the  cwnulo  Capital,  ex- 
clusive of  current  Interest,     .         .         .  £8,253  12     3 

Whereof  effeiring  to  the  Orphans' Scheme,    .      1,823  II     2 


Total  for  the  Widows'  Scheme, 


tt 


a— ON  Aooonirr  of  the  *'  obphaitb'  bghbmb. 


From  the  Sdstektation  CoMicrrnEB : — 

Ordinary  Annual  Contributions  due  at  Whitsunday  1875  : — 

In  respect  of  900  Ministers,  at  £2  each,     .  £1,800    0    0 
In  respect  of  24  vacant  Congregations,  at 

£2  each,        .        .        .         .     *  .        .  48    0    0 


£1,848    0    0 


From  the  College  Committee  !^ 


Ordinary  Annual  Contributions  due  at  Whit* 
Sunday  1875)  in  respect  of  9  Professors,  at 
£2  each,  ...••..  18    0    0 


Carryforward,     Xl»866    0    0 


£5,705    0    0 


685    8  11 


6,430    1    1 


£12.820  10    0 


£12,820  10    0 


$xtt  €\uxt\  oi  ^r0llaixtr. 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE 


OF  THB 


FKEE    CHURCH    ASSEMBLY, 

As  re-appointed  in  1875,  with  instructions  to  confer  with 
the  Committee  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Synod 
upon  such  matters  of  detail  as  may  require  to  be 
brought  under  consideration  of  next  Assembly ^  in  the 
event  of  the  Overture  on  Union  beifig  approved  of 
by  a  majority  of  Presbyteries,  and  to  report  to  next 
Assembly  whatever  suggestions  may  occur  to  ihem. 


MAY     18  76.    • 


The  information  laid  before  the  Committee  by  the  Clerks  of  Assembly, 
which  will  in  due  course  be  submitted  to  the  Assembly  itself,  enables  us 
to  see  that  the  Overture  has  been  approved  of  by  seventy-three  Pres- 
byteries. 

The  Conferences  with  the  Committee  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian 
Synod  have  been  occupied  with  the  following  matters  of  detail, 
namely : — 

1.  The  arrangements  to  be  proposed  for  the  support  of  the-  ministry 
of  the  congregations  hitherto  belonging  to  the  Reformed  Presbyterian 
Synod,  which  are  to  be  received  as  congregations  of  the  United  Church, 
and  for  adjusting  the  relations  of  their  Ministers  to  the  Widows'  and 
Orphans'  Fund,  and  to  the  Aged  and  Infirm  Ministers'  Fund  of  the  Free 
Church. 

2.  The  future  management  of  the  Foreign  Missions  of  the  United 
Church. 

3.  The  best  method  of  aiming  at  the  security  of  property  and  legacies 
in  the  formal  Act  or  Acts  of  Union,  so  as  to  harmonise  such  security 
with  the  existing  legal  position  and  claims  of  the  two  Churches. 

24  A 
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4.  The  form  and  manner  of  carrying  the  Union  into  effect  in  other 
respects  besides  those  relating  to  legal  questions. 

1.  With  relation  to  the  support  of  the  Ministry,  the  Committee,  after 
adequate  conference  with  the  Committee  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian 
Synod,  recommend  that  the  Assembly  approve  of  the  temporary  arrange- 
ments proposed  in  Minutes  which  are  subjoined  to  this  Report  in 
Appendix  No.  I. 

With  regard  to  the  Aged  and  Infirm  Ministers*  Fund,  the  Reformed 
Presbyterian  Church  undertake  to  provide  for  the  future  payment  lo 
aged  and  infirni  ministers  of  their  Church  of  all  grants  voted  to  such 
ministers  by  Synod  prior  to  the  Union  ;  and  for  this  purpose  will  retain 
and  administer  all  funds  available  for  this  purpose.  With  regard  to 
future  claims  for  aid,  in  respect  of  being  aged  or  infirm,  by  present 
ministers  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church,  it  is  agreed  that  flll 
such  shall  be  undertaken  by  the  united  Church,  and  dealt  with  in  the 
same  manner  as  if  the  applicant  had  during  his  whole  ministry  been  a 
minister  of  the  Free  Church. 

With  respect  to  the  Widows*  and  Orphans*  Fund  of  the  Free  Charch, 
two  questions  have  arisen.  The  first  relates  to  the  amount  of  a  capitsl 
sum  which  may  require  to  be  raised  for  that  Fund,  in  order  to  meet  the 
calculations  of  the  Trustees  as  to  the  admission  of  the  Ministers  of  the 
Reformed  Presbyterian  Church  to  its  benefits  upon  an  equitable  footing. 
Actuaries  having  been  consulted  on  both  sides  agreed  to  state  the  sum 
required  at  £3700.  After  conference  it  was  cordially  agreed  by  the 
two  Committees  that  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church  should  endeavour 
to  raise  this  capital  sum,  and  that  in  the  event  of  their  finding  difficulty  in 
doing  so,  the  members  of  the  Free  Church  would  doubtless  be  found  willing, 
by  donation,  to  complete  the  amount.  The  Committee  recommend  the 
Assembly  to  sanction  this  agreement,  and  to  take  any  steps  which  may 
be  necessary  for  carrying  it  out. 

The  other  question  which  has  arisen  relates  to  the  effect  which  the 
Form  of  Union  may  have  on  the  legal  position  of  the  united  Church  in 
relation  to  the  Free  Church  Widows*  and  Orphans'  Fund,  and  the  Act 
of  Parliament  by  which  it  is  constituted.  This  question  is  of  necessity 
associated  with  the  larger  question  as  to  the  best  method  of  aiming  at 
the  security  of  property  and  legacies,  and  will  therefore  be  adverted  to 
at  a  subsequent  part  of  this  Report. 

2.  On  the  subject  of  Foreign  Missions  the  Committee  found,  after 
conference  with  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Committee,  that  a  Mission 
to  the  New  Hebrides  is  maintained  by  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  SynoA 
The  subject  of  that  Mission  having  been  explained  by  the  Committee 
taking  charge  of  it,  was  referred  to  the  Foreign  Missions  Committee  of 
the  Free  Church  for  consideration.  The  result  was  that,  an  assurance 
having  been  given  that  the  incorporation  of  the  New  Hebrides  Mission 
with  the  general  Free  Church  Foreign  Missions  Scheme  would  not 
involve  any  additional  pecuniary  liabilities  to  be  incurred  by  the  Free 
Church  Committee,  that  Committee  agreed  unanimously  and  cordially  to 
the  representation  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Committee  that  advan- 
tages would  be  gained  by  such  incorporation. 
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Tbe  Reformed  Presbjterian  Church  has  made  the  following  communica- 
tion in  regard  to  Mission  Funds  belonging  to  them  : — 


(f 


The  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church  will  pay  over  to  the  General 
Treasurer  of  tiie  united  Church  all  funds  under  their  control,  contributed  for 
that  Mission.  These  funds  consist  of  the  Reid  Bequest,  £900  ;  the  Outfit  Fund, 
£394,  5b.  9d.  ;  the  balance  of  the  ordinary  Foreign  Mission  Fund,  amounting  at 
the  last  balance  to  £889,  Is. ;  and  the  balance,  amounting  to  £560,  of  the  Day- 
spring  Fund  for  the  support  of  the  Mission  schooner  Dayispring.  These  funds 
will  be  subject  to  the  following  charges : — (1.)  Of  payment  to  the  present 
Mission  Secretary  of  a  retiring  allowance  of  £20  a  year,  unless  his  services  are 
continued  in  the  same,  or  any  similar  capacity,  in  the  unibed  Church ;  and  (2.) 
Of  )>ayment  to  the  Rev.  John  Inglis,  of  one-balf  of  the  retiring  allowance  of 
£150  a  year,  voted  to  him  by  Synod.  This  retiring  allowance  to  run  from  the 
date  at  which  Mr.  Inglis  ceases  to  draw  his  present  salary  as  missionary." 

The  Committee  recommend  to  the  Assembly  to  accede  to  this  liberal 
arrangement,  and  to  sanction  the  remitting  of  the  New  Hebrides 
Mission  to  the  General  Foreign  Missions  Committee. 

Before  going  on  to  the  next  branch  of  the  Report,  it  is  proper  to  notice 
that  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church  has  furnished  a  statement  in 
regard  to  certain  funds  which,  for  certain  reasons,  they  propose  to  retain. 
That  statement  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix,  No.  II. 


3.  With  respect  to  the  best  method  of  aiming  at  the  security  of  pro- 
perty and  legacies  in  formal  Act  of  Union,  so  as  to  harmonise  with  the 
existing  legal  position  and  claims  of  the  two  Churches,  four  questions 
arose. 

The  first  was  simply  in  what  form  of  Act  the  safety  of  Reformed 
Presbyterian  property  and  legacies  would  be  most  probably  guarded. 
The  Reformed  Presbyterian  Committee  accordingly  had  a  Memorial 
prepared  with  Queries,  and  an  Opinion  of  Counsel  obtained.  The  second 
question  was  in  what  manner,  without  injury  to  the  safety  of  Reformed 
Presbyterian  property  and  legacies,  the  integrity  of  the  Free  Church 
Widows'  and  Orphans*  Fund  might  be  preserved,  in  harmony  with  the 
special  Act  of  Parliament  on  the  subject.  On  this  point,  the  Free  Church 
Committee  had  a  Memorial  and  Queries  prepared,  and  an  Opinion  of 
Counsel  obtained.  The  third  question  was,  how  far  could  all  the  par- 
ticulars of  the  second  Opinion  be  reconciled  with' the  view  given  in  the 
first.  With  reference  to  this  question,  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Com- 
mittee had  another  Memorial  with  Queries  prepared,  and  an  Opinion  of 
Counsel  obtained.  The  fourth  question  was,  what  form  of  a  uniting  Act 
would  Counsel,  in  view  of  all  the  previous  Memorials  and  Opinions, 
recommend  as  the  best  for  the  safety  of  the  objects  aimed  at  by  both 
parties.  On  that  question  a  joint  Memorial  was  prepared  at  the  instance 
of  both  Committees,  with  suitable  Queries,  and  an  Opinion  was  obtained. 
As  all  the  Counsel  previously  consulted  have  concurred  in  this  last 
opinion,  this  Committee  is  prepared,  with  concurrence  of  the  Reformed 
Presbyterian  Committee,  to  recommend  to  the  Assembly  to  sanction 
the  adoption  of  the  form  of  uniting  Act  therein  suggested. 

Copies  of  the  Memorials  and  Opinions  for  the  Free  Church,  and  the 
Joint-Memorial  and  Opinion,  are  in  the  hands  of  the  Clerks,  and  the 
form  of  Act  suggested  will  be  found  in  Appendix  III.  hereto  subjoined. 
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4.  As  regards  the  form  and  manner,  apart  from  questions  directly 
legal,  of  carrying  the  Union  into  effect,  we  respectfullj  make  the  four 
following  suggestions : — 

1.  We  suggest  that  the  Business  Committee  of  the  Free  Cborch 
Assembly  be  instructed,  at  its  appointment,  to  arrange  the  business  in 
such  order  as  may  enable  the  Assembly  to  overti^e^  matters  which 
cannot  be  suitably  postponed  till  after  the  Union,  previously  to  twelve 
o'clock  noon,  on  Thursday  the  25th  of  May,  and  to  reserve  for  subseqaent 
diets  such  matters  as  may,  without  difficulty,  be  dealt  with  after  the 
members  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Synod  shall  have  joined  the 
Assembly.  We  suggest  further  that,  on  Thursday  the  2dth  of  May  at 
twelve  noon,  the  Report  of  the  Committee  for  classing  returns  to  over- 
tures shall  be  taken  up,  and  any  motion  for  passing  the  Union  Overtare 
into  a  Standing  Law  shall  be  disposed  of. 

2.  We  suggest  that  the  following  Minute  be  adopted  by  the  Free 
Church  Assembly,  afler  the  Overture  shall  have  been  passed  into  a 
Standing  Law,  namely, 

'*  The  Assembly  called  for  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Union  with 
the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church,  which  being  printed  and  in  the  hands 
of  the  members,  was  referred  to  by  Sir  Henry  Moncreiff,  the  Convener, 
who  addressed  the  Assembly  thereanent.  The  Assembly  approve  of  the 
report,  and  in  accordance  with  the  report,  they  speciidly  sanctioD  the 
recommendations  with  respect  to  the  future  support  of  the  ministry  in  the 
congregations  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church,  and  with  respect  to 
their  relation  to  the  Aged  and  Infirm  Ministers'  Fund,  as  set  forth  in 
the  Report  and  its  Appendix. 

''They  also  sanction  the  agreement  between  the  Committees  of  both 
\  Churches  as  to  the  raising  of  the  capital  sum  required  to  render  equitable 

the  admission  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  ministers  to  the  benefit  of  the 
'  Free  Church  Widows'  and  Orphans  Fund,  and  the  General  Assembly 

express  their  cordial  assurance  that  the  members  of  the  Free  Church  will 
willingly  give  aid  to  this  effect  if  needed.  The  General  Assembly  remit 
to  the  Commission  in  August  to  take  such  steps  as  may  be  necessary  to 
realise  this  object. 

"  The  Assembly  further  sanction  the  agreement  of  the  Foreign  Mission* 
Committee  with  respect  to  the  New  Hebrides  Mission,  and  approve  of 
its  being  remitted  to  the  charge  of  that  Committee  by  the  United 
Assembly. 

'*  The  Assembly  hereby  approve  of  and  sanction  the  adoption  by  this 
Assembly  and  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Synod,  when  met  together,  of 
the  terms  of  the  Uniting  Act  recommended  in  the  final  Opinion  of  Coansel 
in  answer  to  the  Joint  Memorial,  as  those  terms  are  stated  in  Appendix 
UL  of  the  report. 

"  A  communication  having  been  received  irom  the  Clerk  of  the  B<s- 
formed  Presbyterian  Synod,  now  sitting  in  Edinburgh,  suggesting  arrange- 
ments for  the  allocation  of  their  congregations  in  particular  PresbyterieSt 
along  with  congregations  of  the  existing  Free  Church,  the  Assemblj 
approve  of  these  arrangements,  and  sanction  their  adoption  by  the 
United  Assembly. 

"  In  view  of  the  resolutions  now  come  to,  the  General  Assembly,  having 
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passed  an  Overture  for  Union  with  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church 
into  a  standing  law,  do  now,  in  terms  of  that  Overture,  proceed  to  con- 
stitute that  Union  in  due  form  by  means  of  a  joint  meeting  of  Assembly 
■with  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Synod,  and  hereby  instruct  the  Principal 
Clerks  to  proceed  to  the  place  where  that  Synod  is  now  meeting,  and  to 
intimate  that  the  Assembly  are  ready  to  hold  the  joint  meeting  in  this 
Ha]l,  if  that  shall  be  agreeable  to  the  Synod/' 

3.  We  suggest  that,  at  the  joint  meeting,  a  motion  be  made  by  the 
Convener  of  the  Free  Church  Committee  on  Union,  and  seconded  by 
the  Convener  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Committee  on  Union,  in  the 
precise  terms  of  the  Form  of  Uniting  Act,  finally  recommended  by 
Counsel,  without  the  slightest  alteration  or  addition.  This  Act  ought 
to  be  signed  by  both  Moderators. 

4.  We  suggest  that  the  following  minute  be  adopted  by  the  United 
Assembly : — 

''  The  General  Assembly  unanimously  adopt  the  Rev.  Dr.  Thomas 
Maclauchlan  as  their  Moderator,  and  confirm  the  appointments  of  the 
existing  Clerks  and  Officers  of  the  Free  Church  Assembly. 

"  At  this  point  the  Assembly  engaged  in  devotional  exercises. 

"  Thereafter,  the  Moderator  addressed  the  late  Moderator  and  mem- 
bers of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Synod,  and  congratulated  the  whole 
Assembly  upon  the  Union  now  accomplished.  The  late  Moderator  of 
the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Synod  made  a  suitable  reply. 

'^  Thereafter,  the  minutes  of  the  Free  Church  Assembly  and  of  the 
Reformed  Presbyterian  Synod,  adopted  this  day,  in  relation  to  the  Union 
previously  to  its  accomplishment  were  read  and  approved  of  in  their 
i)earing  upon  the  course  to  be  followed  by  the  United  Assembly.  The 
General  Assembly  accordingly  instruct  the  Committee  on  the  Sustentation 
Fund,  and  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Missions,  to  act  in  accordance  with 
those  minutes. 

'^ Further,  the  General  Assembly  hereby  express  their  confident  expecta- 
tion that  the  members  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church,  as  formerly 
existing,  will  do  their  best  toward  the  raising  of  the  sum  necessary 
toward  the  admission  of  its  ministers  to  the  benefit  of  the  Widows'  and 
Orphans'  Fund  upon  an  equitable  footing,  and  that  members  of  the  Free 
Church  will  give  such  assistance  as  may  be  required. 

"Finally,  the  General  Assembly  appoint  the  following  to  be  the 
arrangement  of  congregations  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church  in 
Presbyteries  in  the  United  Church,  namely : — 

PresbyterUt  ofBeformed 
Presbyterian  Church      CongrtgaHons.  Presbyteries  of  Free  Chwrch. 

Edinburgh,  .     .     Chu-naide, Dnnse  and  Chirnside. 

Douglas, Lanark. 

Dundee, Dandee. 

Edinburgh,        .....  Edinburgh. 

Lauriston Linlithgow. 

Strathmiglo, Kinross. 

Wick, Caithness. 

Glasgow,      .     .     Airdrie, Hamilton. 

Coatbridge, Do. 
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Presbyteries  o/Be/onned 

PresbyUrian  Church,                Congregations. 

PrabyUriu  of  Fn€ 

Glasgow,      .     .     Glasgow,  Great  Hamilton  Street, 

Glasgow. 

Dover  Street,     . 

Do. 

Cumberland  Street,    . 

Do. 

Grant  Street,      . 

Da 

Barrowfield, 

Do. 

Rutherglen,       .... 

Do. 

Stirling,    .<.... 

Stirling. 

KiLBiARNOCK,  '.     Ayr, 

.     Ayr. 

Darvel,     .*.... 

Irvine. 

Girvan,      ...... 

Ayr. 

Kilbimie,           .         .      -  < 

Irvine. 

Kilmarnock,      .         .         ^         .         , 

Do. 

New  Cumnock,          .         ^         .         . 

Ayr. 

DuiiFRIES  AND  NEWTON-STEWARt-^ 

Castle  Douglas,  ....  Kirkcudbright. 

Dumfries,  .         .         ^         .         .  Dumfries. 

Dunscore, Do. 

Eskdalemuir, Lockerby. 

Hightae,   ...... 

Newton-Stewart Wigton. 

Fenpont,  ......  Pen}x>nt. 

Stranraer, Stranraer. 

Whithorn Wigton. 

Paisley,  .     .     .     Eaglesham Glasgow. 

Greenock,  West  Shaw  Street^     .  Greenock. 

Lochgilphead, Dunoon  and  Invenrj, 

Lorn,         ......  Lorn. 

Paisley, Paisley. 

Port-Glasgow Greenock. 

Benton, Dumbarton. 

''  The  Assembly  appoint  that,  in  all  other  respects,  the  arrangement  of 
congregations  in  relation  to  Presbyteries  and  Synods  shall  be  the  same 
as  they  were  in  the  Free  Church  previously  to  the  Union. 

''The  Assembly  declare  that  ordained  ministers  of  the  Reformed 
Presbyterian  Church  not  at  present  in  settled  charges,  and  probationefs 
of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church,  shall  hold  the  same  status  in  the 
united  Church  as  they  now  hold  in  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church." 

The  Reformed  Presbyterian  Committee  have  resolved  to  recommend 
to  their  Synod  to  agree  that  the  existing  law  and  ecclesiastical  rules  of 
the  Free  Church  shall  be  acknowledged  as  valid  in  the  united  Church. 

In  conclusion,  the  Committee  suggest  that  the  Assembly  should  appoint, 
as  members  of  its  ordinary  Commission  for4he  ensuing  year,  one-third  of 
the  ministers  and  elders  previously  members  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian 
Synod,  as  their  names  may  be  suggested  by  any  one  whom  the  Synod 
may  have  deputed  to  do  so. 

H.  WELLWOOD  MO^XR£IFF, 

Acting  Convener, 
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APPENDIX  No.  I. 
Extract  Minutes  or  Free  Ciiurcu  Committee  on  Union. 

2\9i  February  1876. 

The  Committee  having  considered  the  matters  of  ministerial  income  in  the 
view  of  the  Union  with  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Chnrch,  find  that  there  are 
twenty  ministers  of  that  Church  whose  income  is  up  to  or  exceeding  £157i  and 
fourteen  whose  incomes  are  less  than  £157. 

The  Committee,  considering  that  it  is  impossible  to  foresee  the  effect  of  the 
Union  upon  these  congregations,  suggest  (1.)  That  a  temporary  arrangement 
shonld  be  made  with  all  of  them  ;  (2.)  That  this  arrangement  shall  be  revised  at 
the  end  of  three  years,  with  a  view  to  the  more  thorough  amalgamation  of  the 
finances  of  these  congregations  with  the  system  that  may  be  in  operation  in  the 
united  Church  ;  (3.)  That  these  congregations  shonld  be  advised,  so  soon  as  the 
Union  takes  place,  to  adopt  the  method  of  the  Sustentation  Fund  as  to  raising 
contributions  ;  (4.)  That  as  to  the  congregations  contributing  np  to  and  above 
£157,  their  ministers  shall  receive  from  the  Sustentation  Fund  the  amount  of 
their  contributions  to  it,  up  to  the  maximum  dividend,  including  Surplus  Fund, 
on  the  terms  in  force  in  the  Free  Church,  with  reference  to  congregations  not  on 
the  platform;  (5.)  That  as  to  the  congregations  contributing  less  than  £157, 
their  ministers  shall  receive  from  the  Sustentation  Fund  the  amount  of  their 
own  contributions,  and  fifty  per  cent^  in  addition  up  to  £157  ;  (6.)  That  what- 
ever arrangements  may  be  made  at  the  end  of  three  years,  the  present  ministers 
of  charges  in  the  Reformed  Pk'esbyterian  Church  shall  not  receive  less  benefit 
from  the  Sustentation  Fund  than  the  amount  of  aid  which  they  at  present  draw 
from  the  Ministerial  Aid  Fund  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church ;  (7.)  That 
in  the  small  number  of  aided  congregations  in  which  the  Ferguson  Bequest  Fund 
is  not  available,  the  ministers  of  such  congregations  shall  receive,  in  addition  to 
the  fifty  per  cent.,  the  srm  of  £40  each. 

1.  Congregations  to  be  placed  on  the  footing  of  receiving  back  their  own  con- 
tributions, and  one-half  more,  up  to  £157 — ^^e  present  Equal  Dividend  of  the 
Free  Church  : — 


1.  Ayr. 

2.  Dunscore. 

3.  Eaglesham. 

4.  Eskdalemnir. 

5.  Girvan. 

6.  Lochgilphead. 

7.  New  Cumnock. 

8.  Newton-Stewart. 

II.  Congregations  contributing  np  to  and  above  £157  to  be  placed  on  the 
footing  of  receiving  back  their  own  contributions  up  to  the  Equal  Dividend  of 
the  F^e  Church,  with  the  addition  of  the  Surplus  Fund,  if  t)ieir  fate  of  contri' 
bution  shall  entitle  them  to  it : — 


9.  Stirling. 

10.  Whithorn. 

11.  Chimside. 

12.  Hightae. 

13.  Lauriston. 

14.  Strathmiglo. 

15.  Douglas  Water. 


1.  Castle-Douglaa. 

2.  Coatbridge. 

3.  DarveL 

4.  Dumfries. 

5.  Dundee. 

6.  Edinburgh. 

7.  Glaagow,  Barrowfield. 

8.  „         Cumberland  Street. 

9.  „         Great  Hamilton  St 
10.         ,»         St.  George's  Road. 


11.  Glasgow,  Dover  Street 

12.  Greenock. 

13.  Kilbirnie 

14.  Kilmarnock. 

15.  Paisley. 

16.  Penpont.' 

17.  Port-Glasgow, 

18.  Renton. 

19.  Rutherglen. 
90.  Stranraer. 
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28a  Fd>rmary  1876l 

With  reference  to  the  miniite  anent  ministerul  luppurt  adopled  it  U«t 
meeting,  the  Committee  recommend  that  when  the  interim  arrangeoieiit  falls  to 
be  revised  at  the  end  of  three  years,  the  revision  shall  be  oondiicted  on  the  footiii^ 
of  giving  the  ministers  and  elders  who  previously  belonged  to  the  Befonned  Prw- 
byterian  Ghnrch  a  fair  representation,  with  a  view  to  secore  a  due  regaid  to  the 
interests  of  these  ministers  and  their  congregations. 


APPENDIX  No.  11. 

Statement  bt  Reformed  Presbytebiaii  Committis  »  regaki)  to 

certain  funds. 

The  Synod  will  retain  control  of  the  snm  of  £550,  known  as  the  "Kelso 
Fund,"  for  the  purposes  specified  in  the  deed  conveying  that  money  to  Synod. 

Synod  will  also,  in  the  meantime,  retain  control  of  the  Hall  Fonda,  the 
interest  of  which  has  been  voted  as  a  retiring  allowance  to  the  present  Professor 
of  the  Church.  When  that  claim  has  been  satisfied,  the  principal  will  be  made 
over  to  the  College  Committee  of  the  united  Church. 


APPENDIX  No.  III. 

Act  of  Union  of  the  Free  Church  of  Scotland  and  the  Bbformsd 

Presbtterian  Church  of  Scotland. 

At  Edinburgh^  the  twenty -ffth  day  of  May  eighteen  htutdr^i 
and  seventy-six  years. 

Whereas  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Free  Church  of  Scotland,  on  tbe  30th 
May  1874,  upon  Overtures  from  Presbyteries,  declared  the  cordial  satiaf action 
with  which  they  would  contemplate  a  scriptural  union  with  the  Reformed 
Presbyterian  Church,  and  authorised  their  Commission,  at  any  stated  diet,  to 
entertain  any  communication  from  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church  to  that 
etfect :  And  the  Commission,  on  the  18th  November,  received  a  commnnication 
from  a  Committee  on  Union,  appointed  by  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  S^'uod, 
requesting  the  appointment  of  a  Committee  on  the  part  of  the  Free  Church,  for 
conference  with  respect  to  Union ;  and  such  a  Committee  was  appointed  accord- 
ingly by  the  said  Commission  ;  and  in  the  months  of  January  and  February  of 
the  year  1875,  Statements  on  the  part  of  the  Committees  were  exchanged,  setting 
forth  the  principles  and  historical  position  of  both  Churches,  and  the  terms  on 
which  union  was  contemplated  on  either  side,  and  especially  on  the  part  of  the 
Reformed  Presbyterian  Charcb,  with  reference  to  the  second  Reformation  and 
Revolution  Settlement ;  And  whereas  upon  the  report  of  its  Committee,  the 
Reformed  Presbyterian  Synod,  at  its  meeting  in  May  1875,  resolved  to  transmit  to 
Presbyteries  and  Sessions  an  Overture  wherein,  inter  alia,  the  Synod,  consider- 
ing **as  the  result  of  more  recent  conferences  there  is  the  hope  that  the  Free  Church 
**  may  be  prepared  for  union  with  this  Church  as  such,  on  terms  which  would 
"  leave  its  members  free  to  retain  and  abide  by  the  views  and  principles  embodied 
"  in  the  Statement "  by  its  Conunittee  above  referred  to,  agreed  to  union  with  the 
Free  Church,  and  appointed  a  Committee  to  take  such  steps  as  might  be  needful 
to  accomplish  the  object  of  the  Overture,  with  due  regard  to  the  regulations  of 
the  Church,  and  to  all  its  interests,  spiritual  and  temporal ;  and  tiie  General 
Assembly  of  the  Free  Church,  at  its  meeting  in  May  1875,  on  the  report  oi  their 
Committee,  adopted  and  transmitted  to  Presbyteries,  in  terms  of  the  Barrier  Act, 
an  Overture,  wherein,  after  reciting  previous  steps,  and  declaring  that  the  report 
of  the  Committee  was  satisfactory  on  the  question  of  the  views  expressed  by  tho 
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Committee  of  the  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church,  so  far  as  the 
question  of  Union  with  the  Free  Church  is  concerned  ;  and  also  that  it  appeared 
that  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Synod  were  willing  to  accept,  without  reserve,  the 
existing  Formula  of  the  Free  Church  of  Scotland,  on  the  understanding  that  the 
Act  of  Assembly,  August  27,  1647,  and  the  Preamble  to  the  Act  12,  Assembly 
1846,  are  held  to  be  in  force  as  interpreting  the  said  Fon^iula,  and  also  to  allow 
the  name  of  the  united  Church  to  be  the  Free  Church  of  Scotland,  so  as  to  involve 
no  change  by  that  Church  in  that  respect : — **  Therefore  the  General  Assembly, 
**  with  consent  of  a  majority  of  Presbyteries,  hereby  enact  and  ordain  that  an 
incorporative  union  may  now.be  effected  by  the  Assembly,  upon  the  terms  above 
indicated*  it  being  understood  that  the  united  Church  may  be  declared  to 
**  consist  of  the  Free  Church  of  Scotland,  as  existing  previously  to  the  Union, 
'*  and  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church,  as  existing  previously  to  the  Union, 
**  under  the  common  designation  of  the  Free  Church  of  Scotland  simply,  and  that 
'*  other  secondary  details  may  be  adjusted  in  such  manner  as  to  the  Assembly 
*<  may  seem  meet,  provided  the  adjustment  be  consistent  with  the  terms  specified 
'*  in  the  previous  parts  of  this  Act ; "  And  whereas  the  Reformed  Presbyterian 
Synod,  at  its  meeting  in  March  1876,  having  found  that  the  Overture  sent  down 
by  them  had  received  the  approval  of  all  the  Presbyteries,  and  of  all  the  Sessions 
reporting,  with  the  exception  of  two,  declared  that  the  said  Overture  had  become 
the  Resolution  of  the  Church  in  accordance  with  its  law  and  practice,  and  em- 
powered its  Committee  to  take  steps  with  a  view  to  the  adjustment  of  all  remain* 
iug  details  ;  and  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Free  Church,  at  its  present  meeting, 
having  found  the  Overture  before  mentioned  to  have  been  unanimously  approved 
by  the  Presbyteries  of  the  Chi^rch  reporting,  passed  the  same  into  a  standing  law  ; 
and  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Free  Church,  and  the  Synod  of  the  Reformed 
Presbyterian  Church,  having  severally  passed  the  Acts  necessary  in  order  to  pre- 
pare for  the  COD  summation  of  the  designed  Union,  on  the  terms  agreed  upon, 
have  severally  resolved  to  meet  together  for  that  purpose,  and  are  now  met  ac- 
cordingly ; 

Now,  THEREFORE,  the  Said  General  Assembly  and  Synod  thus  met,  first  of  all 
desire  to  express  their  devout  thankfulness  to  the  great  Head  of  the  Church  for 
the  spirit  of  love  and  concord  which  has  prevailed  during  these  negotiations  for 
Union  ;  humbly  acknowledge  their  entire  dependence  on  the  mercy  of  God  for  all 
the  happy  results  which  they  hope  for  in  connection  with  it ;  and  entreat  the 
Divine  blessing  on  the  step  now  to  be  taken,  and  on  all  the  Congregations  and 
people  under  their  charge 

Aia> 

The  General  Assembly  of  the  Free  Church  of  Scotland  and  the  Synod  of  the 
Reformed  Presbyterian  Church,  empowered  as  aforesaid,  do  hereby,  in  terms  and 
in  pursuance  of  the  deliverances  of  their  respective  Church  Courts,  enact  and 
DECLARE  that  the  two  Churches  do  and  shall  henceforth  constitute  one  united 
Church  in  all  matters  spiritual  and  ecclesiastical ;  that  the  said  Church  shall  in- 
clude and  consist  of  the  Free  Church  of  Scotland  as  existing  previously  to 
the  union,  and  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church  of  Scotland  as  existing 
previously  to  the  union  ;  that  the  name  of  the  united  Church  shall  be  "  The  Free 
*'  Church  of  Scotland";  and  that  its  supreme  Court  shall  be  designated  '*The 
*'  General  Assembly  of  the  Free  Church  of  Scotland  ^*;  But  reserving  to  the  said 
Reformed  Presbyterian  Church  of  Scotland  its  separate  name  and  existence  in  so 
far  as  regards  the  civil  rights  and  property  now  belonging,  or  which  may  here- 
after accrue  or  belong  to  it,  or  to  any  of  its  congregations,  with  full  power  to  the 
Ministers  and  Elders  of  its  congregations,  and  to  the  successors  of  such  Ministers 
and  Elders  for  the  time  being,  to  meet  hereafter  as  the  Courts  of  the  Reformed 
Presbyterian  Church  of  Scotland  with  the  necessary  officers  as  heretofore,  but 
only  in  order  to  deal  with  the  said  civil  rights  and  property  now  belonging  or 
which  hereafter  may  accrue  or  belong  to  that  Church  as  aforesaid,  and  with  power 
to  make  all  arrangements  and  do  and  perform  all  acts  and  deeds  proper  and 
necessary  to  preserve  and  protect  said  civil  rights  and  property. 
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I.  Schedule  of  Queries. — The  attention  of  the  Committee  has  been 
directed  during  the  past  year  to  the  desirableness  of  obtaining  such  infor- 
mation as  to  the  present  state  of  Psalmody  throughout  the  Church,  as 
might  enable  them  to  judge  how  its  improvement  might  most  hopefully 
be  attempted.  For  this  purpose  they  issued  the  following  Queries  to  all 
Ministers : — 

I.  ConffregationcU  Paalmody. — 1.  Is  your  precentor  possessed  of  any  certificate  t 
if  80,  what  certificate?  2.  What  salary  is  paid  him  ?  Has  it  been  raised 
lately?  Please  state  particulars.  3.  Is  there  a  Committee  appointed  to  pro- 
mote the  Psalmody  of  your  Congregation  ?  if  so,  of  whom  does  it  consist,  and 
by  whom  is  it  appointed  ?  4.  Have  you  a  choir,  and  if  so,  how  often  does  it 
meet  for  practice  ?  6.  Are  there  any  steps  taken  (by  the  institution  of  a  Con- 
gregationid  Psalmody  Class  or  otherwise)  to  train  your  whole  congregation  in  the 
art  and  practice  of  Music  ?  6.  If  there  is  a  congregational  class,  by  whom  is  it 
conducted,  how  many  attend,  and  how  often  does  it  meet,  and  what  encourage- 
ment does  it  receive  from  the  attendance  of  the  office-bearers  ?  7.  What  other 
kind  of  Music  (besides  what  is  required  for  your  Church)  is  used  for  practice  in 
order  to  keep  up  the  interest  of,  and  attendimce  at,  the  Music  Class,  and  what 
notation  is  employed,  and  what  books  are  in  use  ?  8.  What  Tune-book  is  used 
in  Church  ?    H  the  Scottish  Psalmody,  is  it  the  Revised  Edition  ? 

n.  (Mldren^s  Singing, — 1.  What  is  done  to  train  the  Sabbath-school  Children 
in  Singing,  and  whether  by  the  ear  or  by  notes  ;  if  by  notes,  what  book  is  used  ? 
2.  What  provision  is  made  in  the  Public  Schools  of  your  district  for  teaching  the 
children  to  sing  at  sight  ?  and  what  notation  is  used  ? 

IIL — Can  you  suggest  any  method  by  which  the  Assembly's  Psalmody  Com- 
mittee might  assist  you  in  improving  the  Psalmody  of  your  congregation  or 
district? 

The  number  of  returns  (455  in  all)  received  from  all  quarters  of  the 
Church  has  been  very  gratifying,  as  showing  how  wide-spread  is  the 
interest  in  the  subject,  and  the  desire  for  improvement. 

1.  Precentors, — ^The  system  of  certificates  granted  by  publicly  re- 
cognised musical  Institutions  is  of  comparatively  recent  date,  and  it 
was  not  to  be  expected  that  it  should  already  have  spread  very  far  among 
our  precentors.     No  fewer,  however,  than  112  are  returned  as  possessing 
25 


2  REPORT  OM  PSALMODY.  XXT. 

certificates  from  the  Tonic  Sol-fa  College,  the  Society  of  Arte,  or  the 
Glasgow  Anderaonian  IlDiversity;  fourteen  haring  certificates  of  the 
highest  grades.  Several  of  these  have  also  our  own  certificate,  which  is 
held  hy  several  others  alone.  Of  coarse  these  certificated  f precentors  are 
chiefly  distrihnted  in  the  large  towns ;  bat  a  few  have  found  their  way  even 
to  some  of  oar  most  remote  coantry  districts.  In  many  cases  very  liberal 
encoaragement  is  given  them  by  Deacons*  Goarts,  in  the  way  of  salary, 
while,  in  the  case  of  many  of  the  non-certificated  precentors,  the  salary 
is  merely  nominal.  In  all  parts  of  the  country  there  are  men  found  who 
give  their  services  in  conducting  the  Psalmody  of  the  Gongiegmlions 
gratuitously,  and  the  Committee  woald  take  this  opportunity  of  expreflsing 
their  sense  of  the  obligatioa  under  which  the  Church  is  laid  bj  tbeir 
kindness, 

2.  Congregatianal  Training. — The  certificates  above  mentioned  repre- 
sent such  an  acquaintance  with  the  principles  of  music  as  specially 
qualifies  for  practical  training.  In  almost  every  case  where  thej  are 
held,  there  is  in  the  returns  evidence  of  good  work  done,  or  at  lea^ 
earnestly  attempted,  in  this  direction.  Several  of  the  more  hig'hly 
qualified  precentors  are  employed  in  teaching,  not  only  in  the  congr^a- 
tion  to  which  they  belong,  but  in  the  surrounding  districts,  and  not  only 
in  connection  with  congregations,  but,  in  some  instances,  in  the  public 
schools.  The  returns,  however,  show  that,  whether  holding  certificates 
or  not,  the  majority  of  precentors,  in  the  cases  reporting,  make  some 
efibrt  to  keep  up  congregational  practice.  In*  most  cases  this  is  confined 
to  the  meeting  of  the  members  of  the  choir,  at  which  the  congregatbn 
generally  are  invited  to  be  present.  In  some  cases  a  congregational  cbss 
exists  without  a  choir ;  and,  in  a  few  cases,  we  find  boUi  together,  or  a 
"  Psalmody  Association,"  out  of  which  the  choir  is  fermed.  The  Com- 
mittee do  not  pretend  to  judge  which  of  these  plans  is  the  best,  for  locsl 
circumstances  must  decide  in  each  oase^^  and  they  are  well  awaro  thai  the 
efforts  of  Ministers  and  Precentors  are  seldom  respvnded  to  as  they  would 
desire  by  the  members  of  congregations  in  general.  The  discouragement 
of  ^^ small  attendance''  and  "lack  of  interest''  are  frequently  noted  in  the 
returns.  At  the  same  time,  the  Committee  believe  that  this  indifference 
often  arises  in  great  measure  from  precentors  having  little  skill  in  the  art 
of  conducting  classes  in  an  interesting  way;  and  they  woald  urgn  on  oon- 
gregations  the  desirableness,  when  a  vacancy  oocors,  of  looking  oat  Ibr 
candidates  who  possess  some  certificate  which  shows  them  to  have  gone 
through  a  course  of  practical  training.* 

3.  The  Young. — In  congregations  comparatively  little  seems  to  be  done 
specially  for  the  young.  Separate  classes  for  children  are  the  exception 
rather  than  otherwise.  It  is  sometimes  said  that  they  are  invited  to 
attend  the  choir-practice  or  the  congregational  class;  but  more  com< 
monly  they  receive  no  training  but  what  they  get  by  the  ear  in  the 

*  The  Convener  was  lately  present  at  a  meeting  for  testiDg  the  pri^cMi  of  a 
congregational  class,  which  afforded  a  most  favourable  specimen  of  what  may  be 
done  in  that  way.  There  were  npwards  of  sixty  presenl  They  were  first  put 
through  a  ** Modulator  Exercise,"  an  ''Bar  Zeroise,"  and. a  " S$gkt"S|ngiiig 
Test,'  by  a  practised  teacher,  after  which  they  simg  a  few  Psalm  Tabes  and 
pieces  under  their  own  leader.  The  test-exerdses  were  admirably  dooe,  and 
showed  that  easy  familiarity  with  the  subject  which  it  is  so  desirable  to  attain. 
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Sabbatb-sobooU  But  aa  regards  the  provision  made  in  public  Bobools, 
the  returns  show  that  a  very  satisfactory  amount  oi  attention  is  being 
paid  to  singing  in  all  parts  of  the  country,  and  there  are  indicatioua  that 
deficiencies  in  this  respect,  which  still  exist,  are  in  the  way  of  being 
noted  and  removed.  Of  course  in  many  cases  the  teac^iing  given  ettends 
to  nothing  more  than  .is  sufficient  to  pass  the  Oovernment  inspection  on 
the  subject  £vea  that  lays  a  foundation  which,  if  there  be  any  taste  for 
singing  at  all,  cannot  but  make  subsequent  progress  easier.  But  it  is 
very  much  to  be  wished  that  in  all  Public  Schools  as  much  attention  as 
possible  should  be  paid  to  teaching  singing  at  sight  The  Committee 
would  earnestly  urge  upon  those  Ministers  and  Meinbers  of  the  Church 
who  are  members  of  School  Boards  to  use  their  influence  to  have  this 
accomplished. 

4.  Suggestions  for  further  Improvement — ^The  increased  interest  in 
musical  training,  and  the  growing  attention  paid  to  it  in  Public  Schools 
throughout  the  country,  give  reason  to  hope  that,  in  the  course  of  a  few 
years,  the  great. majority  of  our  congregations  will  consist  of  persons  who 
nave  at  least  an  elementary  acquaintance  with  the  subject.  But  this 
can  be  made  fully  available  for  the  improvement  of  Psalmody  only  if  the 
Church  takes  care  to  maintain  and  encourage  congregational  training  and 
practice.  The  Committee  rejoice  to  observe  that  in  many  cases  much  has 
been  done  by  local  effort|  even  in  remote  districts,  in  the  way  of  procuring 
qualified  teachers  and  establishing  classes.  But  they  are  well  aware 
that  in  very  many  places  circumstances  prevent  this  object  being  attained 
in  that  way,  and  they  have  received  with  much  interest  the  numerous 
requests  sent  them  from  all  parts  of  the  country  for  aid  in  the  employment 
of  qualified  teachers.  Other  suggestions  are  occasionally  found  in  the 
returns,  such  as  "inspection,"  *' lectures,"  ''a  tract,"  "premiums  to 
precentors,"  "  prizes  for  the  children,"  which,  however  useful,  the  Com- 
mittee judge  to  be  by  no  means  of  equal  importance  with  the  requests  for 
teachers.  Of  these  there  are  in  all  seventy-three.  Many  of  them  might 
be  supplied  at  comparatively  small  cost  by  arrangement  with  qualified 
teachers  or  precentors  in  the*  same  district  of  country.  *  But  there  are 
many  outlying  places  thali  conld  not  be  arranged  for  in  this  way,  and  the 
Committee  would  require  to  have  one  or  two  teachers  in  their  employment 
who  could  be  sent  at  the  season  most  suitable  for  each  place. 

Of  course  such  a  scheme  cannot  be  entered  upon  unless  the  Committee 
are  provided  with  funds  for  the  purpose,  and  they  would  earnestly  request 
the  Assembly  to  give  the  matter  their  serious  consideration,  and  to  urge 
it  u(x)n  the  friends  of  the  Church  as  strongly  as  possible.  The  Committee 
rejoice  to  learn  that,  through  the  liberality  of  a  gentleman  who  has  handed 
over  £100  for  the  purpose,  a  competent  teacher  has  been  engaged  to 
conduct  classes  within  the  bounds  of  the  Presbytery  of  Dalkeith.  The 
congregations  which  he  visits  are  expected  to  contribute  a  certain  propor- 
tion of  the  expense  themselves.  Classes  have  been  commenced  already 
in  three  different  places.  This  is  an  example  which  might  most  advan- 
tageously be  followed,  and  the  Committee  commend  it  to  the  consider- 
ation of  the  friends  of  Psalmody  throughout  the  Cbnrob, 

II.  Secrktart. — The  Committee  have  been  enabled  to  retain  during 
the  past  year  the  valuable  services  of  Mr.  Brown  as  Secretary,  the  Trea- 
surer having  kindly  undertaken  to  raise  the  necessary  funds.    Mr.  Brown 
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has  been  actively  employed  dnring  the  winter  in  visiting  congregations 
and  organising  classes.  Einning  Park,  Hope  Street,  and  Argyll  Church, 
Glasgow ;  Lochwinnoch,  Bo'ness,  and  Polmont  have  all  been  vimted  and 
addressed  on  the  subject  of  Psalmody.  Good  classes  have  been  formed 
at  Bridge  of  Weir,  Bo'ness,  Lochwinnoch,  Einning  Park,  Polmont,  and 
Sighthill  (Glasgow).  Very  mnoh  more  coald  be  done  in  this  direction  if 
qualified  teachers  were  more  nnmerons.  The  Secretary  has  also  been 
instrumental  in  assisting  some  of  our  congregations  to  procare  the  services 
of  qualified  precentors,  as  well  as  in  aiding  some  of  those  who  hold  the 
Committee's  Certificate  to  obtain  first-class  positionsL  K  anything  is  to 
be  done  in  the  way  of  responding  to  the  appeals  for  teachers  already 
referred  to,  the  services  of  the  Secretary  in  providing  teachers  and 
organising  classes  will  be  more  necessary  than  ever.  One  member  ot 
Committee  reports  having  addressed  several  congregations  in  his  own 
neighbourhood  with  very  encouraging  results.  More  might  be  done  in 
this  way  throughout  the  country. 

IIL  Cebtiticate& — Comparatively  few  Certificates  have  been  granted 
this  year,  only  four  in  all  having  been  issued  by  the  present  Convener. 

The  Committee  desire  again  to  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  while  the 
other  Certificates,  already  referred  to,  show  what  amoant  of  musical 
training  their  holders  have  gone  through,  this  Certificate  gives  special 
evidence  of  the  use  they  are  able  to  make  of  that  training,  both  in  leadiDg 
congregational  Psalmody  and  in  teaching  classes.  Besides  the  ordinary 
tests  of  musical  knowledge,  the  subjects  of  examination  embrace  pronuncia- 
tion, adaptation  of  tunes,  and  style  of  singing.  Congregations  would 
greatly,  assist  the  Committee  in  raising  the  standard  of  these  qualifications 
U  they  would  ask  candidates  for  this  Certificate  and  accept  it  instead  of 
private  examination. 

IV.  Salbs  and  Rotaltt. — ^The  total  sales  of  the  Committee's  publica- 
tions during  1875  amounted  to  2845  copies  of  all  editions,  raising  the  total 
sold  to  28,828 ;  the  royalty  received  has  amounted  to  £22, 7s.  The  Hymn 
Committee,  in  accordance  with  the  recommendation  of  last  Assembly, 
handed  over  £25  to  our  funds.  The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  total 
sales  of  the  different  editions  up  to  31st  December  last : — 


Psalfiu  and  HymnSf  Wards  and 

OMNoUtion, 10,173 

Sol-fa, 10,281 

Large  type  (Old  Notation),    ...  619 

PsalmB  and  Hymns^  Musk  alone — 

Old  Notation,    ' 1,081 

Sol-fa, 1,620 

Psakns  and  Paraphrases,  Words  and  Music^^ 

OldNoUtion, 520 

Sol-fa, 907 

Psalms  and  Paraphrases,  Music  aJane — 

Old  Notation, 766 

Sol-fa, 1,083 

ffpmn  Music  alone — 

Old  Notation, 891 

Sol-fa, 987 
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y.  Children's  Hthn-book  and  Sabbath-schoolb. — The  Committee 
appointed  a  depatation  of  their  number  to  confer  with  the  Sabbath-school 
Committee  on  this  subject.  It  was  considered  more  than  once  in  this 
way,  but  it  was  not  felt  to  be  practicable  for  the  Church  to  take  any 
steps  in  the  matter  at  present 

At  the  same  time,  the  Committee  cannot  but  feel  how  important  it  is 
that  the  Church  should  be  able  to  take  full  advantage  of  the  new  impulse 
given  to  singing  among  the  young  by  the  teaching  in  the  public  schools. 
And  they  rejoice  to  learn  that  in  some  of  the  towns  in  the  west  the 
Sabbath-school  Unions  have  inaugurated  a  system  which  shows  how  this 
may  be  done,  and  at  the  same  time  gives  promise  of  opening  the  way, 
sooner  or  later,  to  such  an  agreement  about  a  Hymn-book  as  might 
facilitate  united  action  all  over  the  country.  In  Paisley,  Greenock,  and 
Glasgow  the  children  of  the  various  Sabbath-schools  connected  with  the 
Unions  have  been  brought  together  in  public  singing  competitions. 
These  meetings  have  been  attended  with  a  remarkable  measure  of 
success.  In  Paisley  prizes  of  the  ftggregate  value  of  £20,  £25,  and  £60 
have  been  given  during  the  past  three  years  for  excelling  in  tasteful  and 
correct  singing,  sight-nnging,  ear  exercises,  expression,  pronunciation, 
etc.  These  competitions  have  excited  great  public  interest.  In  Greenock 
a  similar  plan  has  been  followed  to  some  extent ;  and  in  Glasgow  five  or 
six  of  the  District  Unions  have  held  demonstrations  in  .the  City  Hall, 
attended  by  crowded  audiences.  These  examples  might  with  advantage 
be  followed  in  other  places* 

ANDW,  M£LYILLE,  Convener. 
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REPORT 


OF 


DELEGATES  TO  CONFERENCE  IN  LONDON 


ON  THB 


GENERAL  PRESBYTERIAN  COUNCIL 


MAY   187  6. 


It  has  already  been  aDnoanced,  ia  interim  reports  to  the  Commission, 
that  the  Conference  to  which  the  delegates  were  appointed  was  held,  as 
proposed,  in  London,  and  that  a  Constitution  was  adopted,  and  provisional 
arrangements  made  for  the  first  meeting  of  the  General  Council,  which 
was  appointed  to  be  held  in  Edinburgh  on  4th  July  of  this  year.  It  has 
also  been  announced  that,  in  consequence  of  a  movement  to  give  a  religious 
aspect  to  the  Centennial  commemoration  of  American  Independence,  the 
American  Committee  very  urgently  requested  that  the  meeting  should  be 
postponed  till  1877,  as  they  found  that  they  could  not  attend  this  year, 
and  that  the  Committee  charged  with  carrying  out  the  arrangements 
deemed  it  necessary  to  comply  with  this  request.  The  postponement  to 
July  1877  is  not  without  inconvenience,  especially  to  some  esteemed 
brethren  from  Australia,  who  had  left  home  before  the  news  of  the  change 
could  reach  them.  So  far  as  it  is  possible  to  make  amends  for  so  serious 
a  contretempsy  the  endeavour  will  be  made  to  do  so,  both  at  a  meeting  to 
be  held  in  Edinburgh  on  Wednesday,  the  31st  inst.,  and  through  written 
papers  embodying  the  views  of  these  brethren,  that  may  be  read  at  the 
Council  and  published  in  its  Proceedings. 

The  delegates  will  herewith  lay  on  the  Table  of  the  Assembly  a  copy 
of  the  Minutes  of  Conference,  with  the  Constitution  of  the  proposed  body, 
and  other  relative  documents.  In  consequence  of  the  postponement,  it 
seems  necessary  for  this  Assembly  only  to  reappoint  the  delegates  as  a 
Committee  to  suggest  to  next  Assembly  the  steps  to  be  taken  in  con- 
nection with  the  Meeting  of  Council  next  year.  If  union  with  the 
Reformed  Presbyterian  Church  is  agreed  to,  the  delegates  of  both 
Churches  will  of  course  be  combined. 

W.  G.  BLAIKIE,  Convener. 
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REPORT  OP  COMMITTEE 


OKTHB 


WELFARE  OF  THE  YOUTH  OF  THE  CHURCH. 


MAY    1876. 


The  subjects  which  the  Committee,  since  their  appointment,  have  all 
along  considered  to  lie  within  the  scope  of  their  commission,  are  the  fol- 
lowing : — 

**  I.  The  question  of  the  GhnrcVB  membenhip,  as  affected  by  an  apparent 
unwillingness,  or  an  nndne  delay,  on  the  part  of  young  men  especially,  to 
join  the  Churoh  as  Communicants. 

"  IL  The  question  of  an  apparent  relaxation  on  the  part  of  the  young,  of 
what,  in  default  of  a  better  expression,  may  be  called  'denominational 
attachment.' 

*'  m.  The  question  of  the  Church's  duty  to  its  baptised  members. 

"IV.  The  question  of  Lectures  to  young  men  in  connection  with  our 
Colleges,  and  in  towns  and  cities  generally,  on  subjects  exciting  interest  and 
inquiry  in  the  present  day. 

'*  v.  The  question  of  a  thoroughly  complete  arrangement  by  which  young 
men  coming  from  country  towns  or  districts  to  our  large  cities,  or  removing 
from  one  city  or  town  to  another  in  England  or  Scotland,  shall  be  introduced 
to  Ministers  and  Elders,  and  be  provided  with  suitable  lodgings  in  their  new 
home,  in  order  to  their  being  retained  in  connection  with  the  Church  and 
with  ordinances. 

'<  VI.  The  qnestfonof  the  formation  of  Young  Men's  Literary  Societies  and 
Sabbath  Fellowship  Associations,  in  connection  with  all  our  Congregations. 

**  Vn.  The  question  of  a  more  complete  system  of  advanced  classes  for 
those  who  have  left  the  Sabbath  School,  and  who  are  often  lost  to  the  Church 
in  the  interval  between  early  youth  and  their  becoming  Communicants." 

How  to  deal  in  a  satisfactory  manner  with  these  subjects,  each  of  which 
demands  systematic  and  continued  labonr,  has  from  time  to  time  been 
under  the  consideration  of  the  Committee.  While  attaching  due  import- 
ance to  all  these  subjects,  they  have  been  able,  during  the  last  year,  to 
take  active  steps  in  only  a  few  of  them. 
27 
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The  Oummittee  have  much  satisfaction  in  reporting  that  special  atten- 
tion has  been  directed  to  the  following  subjects,  and  that  in  regard  to 
these  considerable  success  has  attended  their  efforts  in  the  way  of 
awakening  fresh  interest  and  activity  throughout  the  Church : — 

1.  Begistiatioii  of  Baptisms. 

2.  Leetnres  <m  Theology  to  Young  Men  and  Tonng  Women. 

3.  Centres  of  reference  for  Tonng  Men  coming  to  Cities  and  laige 

Towns. 

4.  Formation  of  Yonng  Meo's  Assodationa. 

I.  RegistraUon  of  Baptisms. — ^In  their  last  Beport  the  Committee  stated 
that  an  Enrolment  Book  had,  under  their  direction,  been  prepared  by 
Messrs.  Waterston  and  Son,  and  the  best  proof  that  this  Kegister  baa 
been  pretty  generally  adopted  by  the  yarious  cougregations,  is  that  the 
supply  prepared  has  been  very  largely  taken  up  during  the  last  year. 
The  greatest  possible  care  having  been  taken  to  make  the  labour  in 
keeping  the  Register  as  light  as  possible,  it  is  hoped  that  Eirk-SeanoDB 
will  see  that  regularity  and  exactness  are  maintained  throughout.  It  is 
this  alone  that  will  make  the  system  really  useful  to  the  Churoh  at  large. 
Particular  attention  is  asked  to  the  recording  of  transfers  of  young  per- 
sons, not  yet  Churoh  members,  fix>m  one  congregation  to  another. 

IL  Lectures  on  Theology  to  Young  Men  and  Young  Women — ^Touho 
Hbn. — This  work  was  commenced  in  Edinburgh  in  the  winter  of  1873, 
and  has  been  continued  each  Session  since,  and  it  is  most  gratifying  that 
the  attendance  of  young  men  has  gradually  and  regularly  increased  each 
year.  Last  Session  the  course  as  usual  was  divided  into  two  parts.  The 
first  part  was  conducted  by  Professor  Davidson,  who  took  as  his  subject 
'^  The  Hebrew  Prophets  and  their  Writings,^'  and  the  second  by  Principal 
Bainy,  on  *'  The  Books  of  the  New  Testament,  chiefly  the  Historical." 
The  Lectures  were  delivered  in  the  New  College  on  Monday  evenings, 
and  all  through  the  course  the  largest  clasa-room  was  well  filled  by 
young  men.  At  the  close  of  each  part,  both  Professors  and  young 
men  expressed  their  mutual  gratification  at  having  been  brought  into  so 
close  contact  by  means  of  these  Lecturer 

YouMa  Women. — The  conduct  of  this  class  was  under  the  charge  of 
Professor  Blaikie,  who  took  as  his  subject  ^*  Christian  Evidences.'' 
The  attendance  was  good,  and  the  interest  in  the  course  was  kept  up 
with  great  life  and  spirit,  both  by  Professor  and  ladies,  throughout 
thirty-seven  Lectures. 

In  Glasgow,  Professor  Oandlish  delivered  during  last  winter  a  course 
often  Lectures  on  Sabbath  evenings  to  Sabbath-school  Teachers,  and 
those  intending  to  be  such.    These  were  very  largely  attended  both  by 

Jonng  women  as  well  as  young  men,  and  not  only  of  the  Free  Churoh, 
ttt  of  all  denominations. 

To  increase  the  number  of  such  Lectures  throughout  the  ooimtiy  may 
be  said  to  be  the  branch  of  the  Committee's  work  on  which  they  have 
bestowed  most  labour  during  the  last  year.  The  good  results  which  have 
attended  the  Lectures  both  in  Edinbuigh,  Glasgow,  and  Aberdeen  during 
previous  years,  encouraged  them  to  miQce  an  effort  to  ^ctend  the  move- 
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ment  more  generally  oyer  the  whole  of  the  coantiy.  With  this  view  they 
addressed  a  Circular  to  each  of  the  Presbyteries  of  the  Church,  in  which 
they  specified  the  nature  of  the  Lectures  given  in  these  cities,  the  subjects, 
and  the  Text-books  used,  and  added  : — 

"  The  Committee  are  much  impresaed  with  the  value  of  each  Bystematio  teaoh* 
ing,  especially  in  these  days  of  quickened  religious  interest  and  life,  and  they 
believe  that  while  such  work  must  prove  most  profitable  as  regards  tiie  Church 
and  its  thoughtful  and  earnest  members,  it  wUl  be  found  most  pleasant  to  these 
^who  undertake  it. 

*'  Were  our  Presbyteries  to  ^x  upon  one  or  other  of  the  more  populous  oentras 
ivithin  their  bounds,  and  to  make  such  arrangements  as  would  bisst  suit  those 
wrho  are  to  conduct  the  classes  and  those  who  are  to  attend  them,  the  Committee 
liave  a  strong  hope  that  a  fresh  and  higher  interest  in  Biblical  studies  would  be 
created  throughout  the  country. 

''  It  will  give  us  very  sincere  pleasure  to  hear  from  you  regarding  anything 
that  is  being  done  in  your  Presbytery  for  the  '  Youth '  of  our  Church,  and  in  the 
direction  indicated." 

Acknowledgments  of  this  circular  have  been  received  from  a  consider- 
able number  of  Presbyteries,  stating  that  tbey  have  had  the  subject  under 
consideration,  and  that  they  attach  much  importance  to  the  kind  of  work 
brought  under  their  attention,  and  will  heartily  co-operate  with  the 
Committee  in  forwarding  their  operations. 

The  following  report  by  Mr.  Wm.  Henderson  of  a  Christian  Evidence 
Class  conducted  during  the  winter  in  Aberdeen  by  Bev.  James  Iverach, 
of  Ferrybill  Free  Church,  is  very  interesting,  and  is  a  good  specimen  of 
what  might  be  more  generally  adopted  with  much  profit  in  the  smaller 
towns  throughout  the  country  i-^ 

"  The  Class  was  commenced  on  the  first  Wednesday  of  November,  and  was 
continued  until  the  beginning  of  February  last.  The  number  enrolled  was  84, 
and  the  average  attendance  was  over  60 ;  all  classes  of  young  men,  artisans^ 
derks,  and  students  were  represented  in  the  class.  Each  alternate  Wednesday 
the  members  of  the  class  were  examined  on  the  text-book  (Whately*a  Chrisfian 
Evidences),  and  additional  information  was  given  on  each  lesson,  setting  forth  the 
present  state  of  Apologetic  Controversy  on  each  successive  subject  as  it  came 
under  review.  The  subjects  thus  gone  over  were,  '  The  first  rise  of  Christianity,' 
*  Faith  and  Credulity,'  *  Ancient  Books,'  *  Miracles,  their  possibility  and  credential 
value,' '  Revelation.' 

"Lectures  were  delivered  on  each  alternate  Wednesday,  six  in  all;  the  intro- 
ductory lecture  was  on  the  place  and  function  of  Apologetics,  on  its  relation  to 
the  other  branches  of  Theological  science,  and  also  a  short  sketch  of  its  history. 
The  second  lecture  was  in  answer  to  those  who  affirm  that  all  religion  is  a  super- 
stition, an  attempt  to  prove  that  man  is  a  religious  being.  The  third  lecture 
was  an  attempt  to  show  that  Qod  may  be  known,  in  answer  to  those  who  affirm 
the  permanence  and  value  of  the  religions  emotions,  but  deny  that  there  are  any 
objective  realities  corresponding  to  the  subjective  needs  of  the  human  heart. 
The  fourth  lecture  was  in  ansyrer  to  the  question,  Has  God  spoken?  and  in  answer, 
those  Episties  of  Paul  were  taken  which  are  acknowledged  to  be  his  by  the 
most  extreme,  even  by  the  Tubingen  school,  and  it  was  shown  that  in  these  were 
attested  almost  all  the  great  supernatural  facts  of  Christianity,  such  as  the  life, 
death,  resurrection,  and  ascension  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ;  that  in  these 
historical  documents  there  was  abundant  evidence  that  Cod  hath  spoken.  The 
tifth  lecture  was  an  exposition  of  the  life,  and  work,  and  character  of  Chrirt,  as 
the  evidence  of  Christianity.  The  sixth  was  on  the  supematuralness  of  Divine 
Revelation. 

'*  It  was  abxmdantly  shown  by  the  Written  Examination  held  at  the  dose  of. 
the  course  that  many  of  the  class  had  thoroughly  grasped  the  plan  and  purpose 


4  KEPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  THE  XXVII. 

of  the  lectures  as  a  whole,  and  had  mastered  the  ailments  of  each  snccessire 
lecture,  while  the  interest  and  intelligence  manifested  by  those  who  attended 
were  most  gratifying,  and  showed  that  they  appreciated  the  teaching  and  laboois 
of  Mr.  Iverach. 

"  Such  classes  are  of  incalculable  value  at  the  present  time,  and  would  doubt- 
less be  welcomed  by  our  Toung  Men  over  the  country,  as  has  been  shown  wherever 
they  have  been  tried. 

*' Following  up  the  lectures  delivered  by  the  late  Principal  Lumaden  and  Br. 
D.  Brown  on  Sabbath  evenings  during  the  winter  of  1874-75,  Professor  Smith 
continued  the  same  during  last  winter,  his  course  having  been  on  '  The  leading 
features  of  the  Old  Testament  Dispensation.'  These  lectures  were  most  instruc- 
tive, and  were  highly  valued  by  Sabbath-school  teachers  and  other  young  people, 
who  attended  them  in  laige  numbers ;  it  is  hoped  that  Dr.  Binnie  may  follow  up 
the  course  next  winter." 

An  extract  or  two  from  letters  received  from  PresbyterieR  will  ebow 
the  kind  of  interest  which  the  Committee's  operations  have  stirred  np. 

The  Presbytery  of  Paisley  reports  '*  that  the  attention  of  the  ministers 
was  earnestly  invited  to  the  partial  snperintendence  of  onr  yonng  men, 
and  to  the  propriety  and  advantage  of  keeping  with  fulness  and  accuracy 
the  Boll  of  Adherents,  and  caring  for  any  who  leave  the  congregation 
to  go  elsewhere." 

From  the  Clerk  of  Chanonry  Presbytery : — 

**  I  may  state  that  the  ministers  within  the  bounds  do  take  an  interest  ia  the 
welfare  of  the  youth  of  the  Church.  For  my  own  part  I  have  considered  the 
matter  of  such  vast  importance  that  I  have  given  up  our  winter  evening  sermon 
in  order  that  I  might  come  into  closer  contact  with  the  youth  of  our  congrega- 
tion. I  have  a  class  of  young  men  and  women  numbering  thirty-one,  who  seem 
to  take  a  deep  interest  in  the  work  of  the  dass.  Some  of  our  people  and  teachers 
have  stated  to  me  that  they  derive  more  knowledge  of  the  doctrines  of  Christianity 
from  the  teaching  in  the  Sabbath  evening  class  than  they  did  as  a  rule  from  a 
sermon." 

Bev.  A.  Warrack  of  Leswalt  writes  : — 

"  To-day  I  begin  a  series  of  lectures  especially  to  young  men  in  Leswalt  on  the 
books  of  the  New  Testament,  in  the  way  of  historical  and  critical  introduction, 
of  course  in  a  popular  form.  During  this  spring  I  purpose  taking  up  only  the 
four  Gospels  in  five  or  six  lectures,  and  giving  a  prise  for  the  best  notes  on  these 
at  the  end  of  the  course.  I  am  g^tA  to  say  that  those  young  men  to  whom  I 
have  spoken  of  this  matter  se^n  greatly  interested  in  it." 

Similar  encouraging  details  might  be  multiplied,  but  the  above  are 
good  samples  of  the  general  tone  of  the  whole. 

III.  Centres  of  Beference  in  Cities  and  Towns. — ^The  object  aimed  at 
in  this  branch  <^  work  is  to  hold  out  a  welcoming  hand  to  young  men 
coming  from  the  country  to  enter  on  city  life.  Those  who  have  come 
through  the  experience  can  alone  know  the  great  importance  which 
attaches  to  such  a  work,  and  the  Committee  have  been  carefhl  in  select- 
ing true  and  devoted  young  men  to  help  them  in  this  cause.  Since  last 
Beport  suitable  representatives  have  been  found  for  Dundee  and  Aber- 
deen, and  the  places  now  represented  are  Edinburgh,  Glasgow,  London, 
Manchester,  Dundee,  and  Aberdeen.  Through  the  kindness  of  the  editor 
of  the  Missionary  Record^  a  notice  is  inserted  there,  asking  ministers  and 
others  interested  to  take  advantage  of  the  arrangements  thus  made  by 
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introdaciDg  to  the  respective  representatives,  the  young  men  leaving  their 
districts  for  either  of  the  above-named  citiea 

The  last  Annual  Report  of  the  EdiDbnigh  Free  Church  Young  Men's 
Societies'  Union  contains  the  following  : — 

"The  department  of  securing  lodgings  for  yonng  men  coming  to  town  has 
been  pat  on  a  more  satisfactory  basis,  a  Committee  having  been  appointed 
specially  to  devote  themselves  to  the  work.  It  is  hoped  that  by  this  arrange- 
ment, that  the*  duties  ol  the  department  will  be  more  efficiently  overtaken  in  the 
future." 

lY. — Formation  of  Young  Men^a  ABSockUiona.—Dxxnmg  the  last  year 
three  new  Associations  have  been  formed  in  connection  with  Free  Church 
congregations  in  Edinburgh.  The  Union  of  Societies  has  been  very  help- 
ful in  this  matter,  and  are  at  present  watching  over  and  assisting  in  the 
formation  of  Societies,  where  they  do  not  at  present  exist 

On  this  head  the  Committee's  excellent  representative  in  Glasgow 
writes : — 

"  I  find  that  during  the  past  year  the  following  Young  Men's  AssociationB  in 
connection  with  their  various  Churches,  have  come  into  existence,  viz.  :^ 

Paisley  Road,  Membership, 25 

Pollockshields,         ,,  16 


St.  Stephen's, 
Queen's  Park, 
Knox, 
Milton, 


20 
20 
20 
16 


*'  There  may  be  one  or  two  more  of  these  Societies  whose  existence  I  have  not 
yet  heard  of.  The  above  are  Christian  Associations,  and  meet  every  Sabbath 
morning. 

"  Then  in  connection  with  St.  Matthew's,  a  weekly  prayer-meeting  has  been 
begun,  exclusively  among  young  men.  It  is  held  on  Wednesday  evenings.  It  has 
had  its  origin  from  a  Yonng  Men's  Bible  Class  held  on  Sabbath  evening.  This 
meeting  has  just  been  started,  and  the  attendance,  I  understand,  is  very 
encouraging." 

Our  correspondent  in  AberdeeB,  after  stating  that  he  is  not  aware  of 
any  new  Associations  having  been  formed  during  last  year,  writes : — ^*  I 
have  reason  to  know,  however,  that  several  old  Associations  have  been 
considerably  resuscitated,  and  that  much  interest  has  been  manifested  in 
the  young  men  of  the  coogregations  by  their  respective  pastors  and  others." 

Young  Women^a  Christian  Association. — ^Last  year  the  Committee 
expressed  their  satisfaction  at  the  formation  of  this  Associatiou,  and  it 
now  gives  them  great  pleasure  to  state  that  the  success  which  has 
attended  the  Association's  operations  has  more  than  realised  the  expecta- 
tions of  those  interested  in  its  organisation.  The  Institute  which,  twelve 
months  ago,  seemed  to  afford  sufficient  accommodation  for  the  require- 
ments of  the  members,  now  proves  to  be  altogether  inadequate.  It  has 
become  painful  for  those  in  charge  to  turn  from  their  door  those  whom 
they  feel  require,  and  ought  to  receive,  the  support  and  guidance  of 
Christian  companionship,  but  there  is  no  room  for  them.  This  success  is 
very  encouragmg,  and  calls  for  sincere  thankfulDess,  and  should  stir  up 
the  Chcistian  community  to  help  the  Committee  to  carry  out  their 
intention  of  procuring  more  commodious  premises  in  which  to  carry  on 
their  good  work. 
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Though  it  does  Dot  eome  strictlj  wiUuB  ih0  aoope  of  dui  Beporty  J8i  tike 
CoiiTeDen  have  moeh  pleasore  in  wammadag  thai  Mi»  Tkoana  Oaifc, 
pablisber,  amemberof  dusHooaei  towfaomaUtfaeChordiesoweaoBaeli, 
has  undertaken  to  publish  a  series  of  Seriptiinl  Handbooks  fior  Bibki  Atm 
and  Home  stodj.    Many  of  our  ministea  who  have  giTen  aUgntinw  to  ad- 
▼anoed  Bible-classes  hare  long  felt^  and  often  expressed,  a  great  vant  in 
the  matter  of  such  text-books  in  a  cheap  and  handy  §omu    The  projected 
seriei^  it  is  believed  by  the  promoten,  will  both  meet  this  wtait»  aoid  also 
create  a  demand  for  high-daas  work  in  a  popular  and  attractiTe  fam. 
Each  volume  will  embrace  a  Book,  or  part  of  a  Book,  of  Scripture,  with 
Introductions  and  notes,  the  woric  being  cast  somewhat  after  the  fiwm  of 
the  well-known  Clarendon  Series  of  English  Classics.     Of  the  quality  of 
the  work,  the  House  will  feel  satisfied  when  it  is  known  tbsit  the  whole 
series  will  be  issued  under  the  editorial  care  of  Dr.  Doda.     This  annonnce- 
ment,  it  is  believed,  will  be  hailed  by  all  those  who  take  an  inteDigent 
interest  in  the  wd&re  of  the  Youth  ai  the  Church. 

ALEXAin)EB  WHTTE,  1 
D.  MACLAGAK,  } 


COMMITTEE. 


MINISTEBS. 


Db.  C.  J.  BBOWNr 

Mr.  JAMES  H.  WILSON. 

Db.  THOMAS  SMITH. 

Mb.  a.  WHYTE. 

Mb.  THOMAS  MAIN. 

Mb.  A.  CUSm. 

Mb.  JAMES  WELLS. 

Mb.  B.  HOWIE. 

Mb.  JOHN  BIDDELL. 


Mb.  ANDBEW  MELVILLE. 
Mb.  JOHN  ISDALE. 
Mb.  G.  W.  THOMSON. 
Db.  BLAIKIE. 
Db.  MACQBEGOB. 
Pbotebbob  LINDSAY. 
PBonasoB  SMITH. 
Mb.  JOHN  LAIDLAW. 
PBonasoB  BBUCE. 


QLDEBS. 


Mb.  D.  MACLAGAN. 

Mb.  WILLIAM  DICKSON. 

Mb.  JOHN  COWAN. 

Bbv.  B.  B.  BLYTH. 

Mb.  F.  BBOWN-DOUGLAS. 

Mb.  JAMES  BALFOUB. 

Mb.  W.  MILLEBy  or  Eastwoodi. 

Mb.  THOS.  MOBBISON,  Glasgow. 


Mb.  JAa  STEVENSON,  Glasgow. 
Mb.  BICHD.  CHALMEBS,  Glasgow. 
Mb.  W.  HENDEBSON,  or  Dkyahha 
Housb. 

Majob  boss. 

Mb.  WILLIAM  FEBGUSON. 

Mb.  MAUBICE  PATEBSON. 


Mb.  ALEXANDEB  WHYTE,  )  ,  .  ,  ^ 
Mb.  D.  MACLAGAN,  ) 


No.  XXVIII. 


^tn  €\ivitt^  ai  SrotIait&. 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE 


ANKNT 


MAEEIAGE  AFFINITY  BILL, 


MAY    1876. 


Thb  Committee's  attention  was  directed  to  a  Bill  introduced  into  the 
House  of  Commons  this  session  by  Sir  Thomas  Chambers,  Dr.  Cameron, 
and  Mr.  Toung,  "  to  remoye  doubts  with  reference  to  certain  Colonial 
Marriages  ;'*  which  proceeds  upon  the  ground  that  laws  haye  been  passed 
in  certain  British  colonies  legalising  the  marriage  of  a  man  with  the  sister 
of  his  deceased  wife,  and  these  laws  have  been  sanctioned  bj  the  imperial 
government ;  and  proposes  to  enact,  "  that  the  issue  of  all  such  marriages, 
contracted  by  persons  domiciled  in  colonies  where  such  marriages  are 
lawful,  shall  have  and  enjoy  all  such  rights  of  inheritance,  succession,  and 
otherwise  within  the  United  Kingdom,  as  they  would  have  been  entitled 
to,  had  they  been  the  issue  of  persons  lawfully  married  in  the  United 
Kingdom."  The  Committee  cannot  but  regard  the  Bill  as  having  a  direct 
and  necessary  tendency  towards  that  change  in  the  law  of  marriage  against 
which  they  were  appointed  to  watch  and  protest,  since,  if  tfa^  marriage  of  a 
man  with  his  deceased  wife's  sister  is  still  to  be  held  illegal  and  void  in 
this  country,  the  effect  of  the  proposed  legislation  would  be  to  subvert  in 
favour  of  such  marriages  an  important  principle  of  the  law,  viz.,  that  the 
fact  of  being  contracted  in  a  country  where  they  are  legal  does  not  render 
valid  in  the  eye  of  our  law  marriages  which,  according  to  it,  are  essentially 
null  and  void.  The  wording  of  the  present  Bill  is  indeed  peculiar,  and  it 
is  not  clear  whether  its  effect  would  be  to  make  the  marriages  to  which  it 
refers  valid  in  our  law,  or  merely  to  legitimise  their  offspring ;  but  if  the 
latter  be  all  that  is  designed,  it  is  equally,  if  not  even  more  objectionable. 
28 
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Therefore  the  Committee,  regarding  the  Bill  as  really  tending  to  do 
indirectly  what,  when  directly  attempted,  this  Church  has  always  opposed, 
as  an  infringement  of  the  scriptural  principle  of  the  law  of  marriage,  pre- 
pared a  petition  against  the  Bill,  which,  with  the  sanction  of  the  Commis- 
sion of  last  General  Assembly,  waa  signed  by  the  Moderator  in  name  of 
the  Commission,  and  transmitted  to  Mr.  Duncan  McLaren  for  presentation 
to  the  House  of  Commons.     They  also  instructed  the  Conyener  *    write 
in  their  name  to  the  Lord  Advocate,  calling  his  attention  to  the  objections 
entertained  by  this  Church   against  the   Bill.     The   Committee  would 
recommend  to  the  Assembly  to  petition  Parliament  against  the  Bill,  and 
to  take  such  other  steps  as  to  its  wisdom  may  seem  meet,  to  oppose  its 
being  passed  into  a  law. 

JAS.  a  CANDLISH,  Convener. 


No.  ZZIX. 


JfrtJt  Cl^ixrr^  ai  Srollantr. 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE 


AMENT 


Du^y  of  Systematic  Giving  to  the  Cause  of  Christ. 


MAY    1876. 


Thb  last  General  Assembly,  in  their  deliyerance  on  the  Duty  of 
GiTing  to  the  Cause  of  Christ,  re-appointed  the  Committee  ¥rith  po^-ers  and 
instructions,  as  suggested  in  their  report,  embracing  authority  to  appeal 
for  funds  ;  and  further,  instructed  ministers  to  call  the  attention  of  their 
Congregations,  on  the  first  Sabbath  of  January,  to  the  duty  and  priTilege 
of  systematically  giving  a  portion  of  their  substance  for  the  promotion  of 
the  work  which  the  Lord  has  committed  to  the  Church  both  at  home  and 
abroad. 

The  chief  suggestion  above  alluded  to,  as  contained  in  last  year's  report, 
was,  that  the  time  seemed  to  be  now  come  when  further  efforts  should  be 
made  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Church  to  this  duty  of  Systematic  giving. 
As  this  can  only  be  done  efficiently  through  the  Pulpit  and  the  Press,  funds 
were  required,  and  the  Assembly  authorised  the  Committee  to  appeal  to 
the  Church  for  them.  In  pursuance  of  this,  the  Committee  addressed  a 
circular,  in  the  first  instance,  to  about  a  hundred  of  the  elders,  and  there- 
after to  all  the  ministers  of  the  Church,  requestiug  aid  towards  a  pre- 
liminary fund  for  carrying  out  the  views  of  the  Assembly,  in  appointing 
the  Committee. 

Twenty  replies  only  have  been  received  to  this  appeal  (of  which  about 
eleven  hundred  were  sent  out),  and  the  whole  sum  contributed  is  only 
£20,  8s.  6d.,  of  which  £6,  4s.  lOd.  has  thus  far  been  expended  in  printing 
circulars  and  postages,  so  that  the  Committee  has  not  been  in  a  position 
to  take  any  special  step  in  the  direction  of  publication. 

They  are,  however,  greatly  indebted  to  one  of  their  number.  Dr.  Moir, 
who,  at  his  own  expense,  reprinted  the  Report  of  last  year,  along  with  a 
carefnlly  revised  report  of  the  debate  in  the  Assembly,  and  sent  it  to  all 
29 
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the  Ministers  and  Deacons'  Courts  of  the  Church,  besides  otherwise  circu- 
lating it,  and  for  this  the  Committee  desire  to  record  their  thanka. 

Further,  when  the  time  appointed  for  the  sermon  on  the  eubject 
approached,  your  Committee  addressed  a  letter  to  all  the  ministers}, 
respectfully  but  earnestly  pressing  on  their  notice  that  claose  of  the 
Assembly's  deliverance  which  instructed  ministers  to  call  the  attention 
of  their  congregations  to  this  most  important  subject  on  the  first  Sabbath 
of  1876.     In  this  letter  your  Committee  said : — 

''Our  Church  has  great  reason  for  thankfulness  to  God  for  what 
He  has  enabled  her  people  (to  do  in  this  respect.  But  it  will  not  be 
argued  by  any  one  that  the  gifts  of  our  people,  large  as  they  have  been, 
are  in  any  measure  equal,  either  to  the  growing  demands  and  opportunities 
for  Evangelical  effort  at  home  and  abroad,  or  to  their  ability  to  give, 
for  the  Lord's  work.  The  need,  moreover,  for  money  is  urgent,  whether 
we  think  of  the  abounding  ignorance  and  vice  in  our  own  land,  or  of  the 
millions  of  heathens  abroad,  living  without  God,  and  without  hope  in  the 
world. 

"  It  is  not,  however,  so  much  the  Duty  or  the  Privilege  of  giving — and  all 
true  giving  is  giving  to  God — that  our  Committee  desires  to  press  upon 
the  Church's  notice.  These  are  recognised  by  all  true  Christians.  It  is 
rather  to  bring  under  the  notice  of  our  people  the  fact  that  the  inadequacy 
of  their  gifts  is  largely  due  to  the  absence  of  system,  in  laying  aside  a 
stated  portion  of  their  income  for  the  service  of  the  Lord,  who  gave 
Himself  for  them,  and  who,  with  Himself,  also  freely  gives  us  all  things. 

'^  The  Committee  feel  that  the  real  appreciation  of  this  principle  is  of  the 
greatest  value  and  importance.  It  involves  the  recognition  of  the  fact 
that  all  is  God's,  and  that  in  giving  to  His  cause  here,  we  are  giving  to 
Himself.  Jacob  realised  it  when  he  said,  *  Of  all  that  thou  shcdt  give  im^ 
I  will  surely  give  the  tenth  unto  thee.'  If  only  we  get  our  hearts  right 
with  God,  we  shall  find  that  giving  to  Him  is  one  of  the  truest  and  purest 
pleasures  of  the  Christian's  life. 

"  Scripture,  both  in  the  Old  and  New  Testaments,  clearly  teaches  that  a 
PROPORTION  of  what  every  one  has  bdonga  to  Ood,  No  rule  is  laid  down 
now  as  to  what  that  proportion  ought  to  be.  The  patriarch's  example  was 
one-tenth,  and  surely  the  Christian's  proportion  will  not  be  less.  The 
New  Testament  principle  on  the  matter  is,  '  as  God  hath  prospered  you.' 
We  believe  it  will  be  found  that  as  we  are  growing  in  spiritual  grace,  our 
desire  to  devote  more  and  more  to  God's  cause  will  grow  also ;  and  we 
believe  no  less  firmly  that  our  withholding  from  God  and  firom  His  cause 
is  a  sure  index  of  spiritual  poverty.  Too  often  it  is  found  that  as  our 
worldly  means  increase  there  grows  a  desire  for  display  and  luxury,  while 
the  willingness  to  give  for  Christ  decreases.  Can  anything  be  more  sad 
than  that  our  willingness  to  give  to  God  should  be  decreasing  as  His  good- 
ness to  us  is  increasing? 

"  All  experience  shows  the  de^sirableness  and  comfort  of  laying  aside  the 
proportion  to  be  given,  at  stated  fixed  periods.  When  practicable, 
there  is  a  special  suitableness  in  this  being  done  on  the  Lord*s  Day : 
*  Upon  the  first  day  of  the  week  let  every  one  of  you  lay  by  him  in  store.' 
Such  a  plan  will  suit  those  of  our  people  who  are  in  receipt  of  weekly 
wages.  Others  in  receipt  of  salaries,  or  incomes  paid  periodically,  may 
either  lay  aside  their  proportion  when  they  receive  their  payments,  or 
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calculate  the  weekly  proportion  of  it  and  lay  it  aside  on  ibe  Sabbatb. 
Men  in  business  wbo  cannot  tell  wbat  tbeir  income  may  be,  will  easily 
devise  ways  of  allocating  it  by  anticipation.  The  advantage  of  the  xoeekly 
storing,  if  that  be  found  possible,  is  that  it  connects  our  giving  to  God  with 
God's  great  gift  to  us,  of  which  the  weekly  Sabbath  is  the  standing  me- 
morial. 

"The  advantage  of  tuis  systematic  and  stated  laying  aside  or 
STORING  is  great  AND  MANIFEST.  It  secures  continuous  attention  to  the 
connection  between  the  enjoyment  of  our  own  privileges  and  the  duty  of 
communicating  to  others.  It  keeps  ever  before  us  how  we  stand  in 
relation  to  this  duty.  It  supplies  a  ready  purse  out  of  which  to  meet  the 
exigencies  of  Church  work.  From  this  sacred  fund,  consecrated  and 
dedicated  by  prayer  to  God,  let  His  claims  be  met,  and  we  shall  surely 
find  it  to  be  true  that  ^  there  is  that  scattereth  and  yet  increaseth.' 

'^  It  will,  we  believe,  be  found,  that  when  our  giving  is  impulsive  and 
arbitrary,  far  less  is  given  by  almost  every  one  than  he  suspects.  Should 
this  SYSTEMATIC  plan  be  generally  adopted  and  carefully  carried  out,  we 
would  find  ourselves  in  possession  of  a  fund  which  would  enable  us  to  give 
far  more  liberally  to  all  the  demands  of  charity ;  and  far  more  cheerfully 
too,  because  our  gifts  have  been  already  laid  upon  the  altar.  The  Church 
would  find  her  treasury  plentifully  supplied,  enabling  her  to  carry  out  her 
high  vocation  of  going  into  all  the  world  and  preaching  the  Gospel  to  every 
creature. 

''Nor  is  it  to  be  forgotten  that  the  act  of  giving  to  God  a  stated  portion 
of  our  income  is  one  which  He  will  honour  as  a  fulfilment  of  His  own 
command,  and  will  crown  with  the  blessing  of  His  own  promise  :  '  Bring 
ye  all  the  tithes  into  the  storehouse,  that  there  may  be  meat  in  mine 
house ;  and  prove  me  now  herewith,  saith  the  Lord  of  Hosts,  if  I  will  not 
open  the  windows  of  Heaven  and  pour  you  out  a  blessing  that,  there  shall 
not  be  room  enough  to  receive  it,' 


i  It 


The  Committee  has  no  information  as  to  the  extent  to  which  the 
instruction  of  the  Assembly  was  obeyed,  but  that  it  was  so  largely 
they  have  every  reason  to  believe,  and  there  is  evidence  that  the 
liberality  of  the  Church  is  being  increasingly  called  forth.  To  the  further- 
ance of  this  great  end,  they  recommend  the  reappointment  of  the  Com- 
mittee, and  trust  that  the  General  Assembly  will  commend  it  to  the  liberal 
support  of  the  Church,  so  that  it  may  be  in  a  position  to  do  more  in  the  way 
of  the  public  advocacy  of  this  great  duty.  The  subject  is  so  important  in 
its  bearing  upon  all  the  schemes  of  the  Church,  that  the  Committee 
earnestly  hope  some  time  may  be  secured  for  its  exposition  and  discussion 
at  the  present  Assembly. 

WM.  FERGUSON,  Vice-Ctynvener, 
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In  accordance  with  the  deliverance  of  the  last  General  Assemblj,  a 
petition  signed  by  the  Moderator,  in  favour  of  Sir  Harcourt  Johnstone's 
Bill  for  the  total  and  immediate  repeal  of  these  laws,  was  duly  presented 
to  the  Hofise  of  Commons.  Although  the  Bill  was  thrown  out,  the  debate 
and  the  division  both  showed  a  marked  progress  in  the  expression  of  public 
opinion  adverse  to  this  special  legislation. 

Your  Committee  have  not  seen  their  way  to  any  active  operations 
during  the  past  year,  but  they  think  no  time  ought  to  be  lost  now  in 
urging  Presbyteries,  Sessions,  and  Congregations  to  petition  in  favour  of 
the  Bill  which  has  again  been  brought  in  for  the  repeal  of  the  Acts. 

In  urging  upon  the  Church  active  opposition  to  these  Acts,  your  Com- 
mittee disclaim  any  intention  to  sit  in  judgment  on  the  motives  of  those 
who  originally  introduced  and  still  support  them.  Whatever  their  aim 
might  be,  we  think  the  course  taken  by  them  was  mistaken  as  to  results, 
and  in  itself  immpral,  and  consequently  wrong,  and  therefore  ought  to  be 
reversed  without  delay. 

The  question  has  been  very  clearly  stated  in  a  paper  prepared  by 
Principid  Rainy,  and  adopted  by  many  men  of  position  in  science,  as  well 
as  theology  and  philanthropy.  We  embody  in  this  Report  the  following 
portions  of  it : — 

'*  We  presume  it  will  be  conceded  that  ProBtitution  is,  on  the  one  hand,  always, 
and  in  all  its  degrees  immoral,  and,  on  the  other  hand,  has  proved  to  he  an  evil 
which  Government  oannot  with  advantage  attempt  to  suppress  summarily  hy 
penalties ;  it  is  plain  therefore  that  there  is  every  reason  for  peculiar  caution  in 
dealing  with  it. 

"The  dear  apprehension  ol  this  will  prepare  the  way  for  a  more  intelligent 
apprehension  of  Uie  real  merits  of  the  question. 

"  With  this  view  it  is  important  that  the  aim  of  the  Acts  and  their  operation 
should  be  described  in  terms  which  will  be  accepted  by  the  advocates  of  it  as  a 
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fair  statement,  which  they  could  adopt  thenuielves.  In  attempting  this,  one  is 
embarrassed,  no  doubt,  by  the  fact  that  mafay  matters  are  introduced  which  the 
opponents  of  the  Acts  can  only  consider  as  irrelevant.  For  instance,  it  is  cUimeil 
for  the  Acts  that  they  afford  an  opportunity  for  dealing  with  the  women,  lo  u 
to  induce  them  to  give  up  their  mode  of  Hfe.  This  allegation  (whether  well 
.  founded  or  unfounded)  merely  serves  to  obscure  the  true  issue,  to  hide  the  precise 
thing  that  alone  is  in  dispute.  For  if  the  law  were  to  the  effect  that  known  pro- 
stitutes should  be  under  obligation  to  appear  before  the  authorities  once  a  fort- 
night, for  the  purpose  of  being  remonstrated  with,  and  for  thai  purpose  only,  tit 
present  debate  would  be  ended.  That  arrangement,  if  objectionable  at  all,  o: 
which  we  say  nothing,  would  not  be  objectionable  on  the  groanda  which  we  ni^ 
against  the  existing  Act.  In  point  of  fact^in  some  of  the  most  authoritatJTf 
statements  of  the  design  of  the  Acts  by  those  who  support  them,  the  exdniire 
object  is  frankly  stated  to  be  to  benefit  the  men  who  might  otherwise  suffer ;  mbA 
benefit  to  the  women  is  not  claimed.  That  element  therefore  ought  to  be  left 
wholly  out  of  account.  It  is,  however,  so  important  for  oar  pnipose  to  find  » 
statement  which  the  supporters  of  the  evil  will  themselves  accept,  that  we  will 
not  contend  about  this.  We  say,  then,  that  no  more  favourable  statement  of  the 
aim  and  operation  of  the  Act  can  be  conceived  than  the  following — tul^  that 
Government  says  to  fallen  women :  '  We  toill  induce  you  to  leave  your  vdaeraiJf 
course  of  life  if  we  can  ;  but  those  of  you  that  wiU  persist,  we  shall  al  all  event$  t<u^ 
measures  to  examine,  that  we  tnay  know  whether  you  are  diseased,  and  if  so  to  ffam^ 
you  from  disease,  that  you  may  not  spread  UJ  We  ask  the  reader  to  penue  the 
last  sentence  over  again,  not  as  presenting  a  proper  account  of  the  chmcter  tad 
real  effect  of  the  Acts,  but  in  .order  to  satisfy  himself  that  it  is  a  statement  which 
is  as  favourable  to  this  exceptional  legislation  as  can  iMwsibly  be  claimed  bf  iit 
most  ardent  supporters. 

'*  As  to  the  first  part  of  this  description,  we  affirm  nothing.  As  we  have  ssii 
before,  if  Government  could  remonstrate  with  the  women,  and  stop  there,  wr 
should  be  silent.  It  is  what  they  go  on  to  do  that  is  questioned,  and  throws 
doubt  on  the  reality  of  the  reclaiming  influence,  which  they  daim  credit  for 
exerting,  or  for  wishing  to  exert.  We  confine  ourselves  wholly  to  what  Goreni- 
ment  says  to  those  women  who  are  disposed  to  persist. 

**  WiUi  reference  to  these  women  the  measures  of  Government  do  not  look  to 
the  past  but  to  the  future.     It  is  quite  true  that  the  fact  that  women  have  becD. 
and  are  believed  to  be,  living  an  inmioral  life,  is  that  which  lays  the  fonsds- 
tion  for  proceedings,  especially  when  the  application  of  the  Acts  is  resisted,  jet 
it  is' not  v|hat  they  have  done,  but  what  they  are  going  to  do,  in  reference  tn 
which  the  Government  takes  a  resx)onsibility  and  a  charge.     It  is  not  becsnte 
they  have  been  prostitutes,  but  because  they  are  going  to  be  prostitutes ;  not 
because  they  have  been  diseased,  but  because  they  may  be,  and  mean  to  cany  on 
an  intercourse  which,  if  they  are  diseased,  may  lead  to  others  being  infected,  thst 
the  Government  deals  with  them.     That,  it  is  hoped,  will  not  be  denied  by  anj 
one.     The  public  avowed  understanding  on  which  these  women  are  dealt  with  is, 
that  their  course  of  life  is  to  go  on,  and  that  certain  precautions  are  to  be  vted 
and  enforced  in  connection  with  it.    What  other  meaning  can  the  fortnightly 
inspections  have  ?    These  inspections  look  forward  to  the  oontinnance  of  a  known 
course  of  life,  and  provide  for  it.     It  is  needless  to  dwell  on  this,  but  that  ooe 
never  knows  what  will  be  controverted.     Probably,  however,  no  one  will  oootro- 
vert  this.     Whatever  desire  there  may  be  to  benefit  the  women,  sinply  u 
sufferers  from  disease,  who  require  to  be  cured,  no  one  will  say  that  the  Acts  would 
be  passed,  or  their  machinery  set  in  operation,  for  that  end.     The  main  motive 
of  the  Acts,  and  its  perfectly  understood  object,  is  to  protect  others,  those  mainly 
whom  the  women,  who  are  to  persist  in  their  course,  wfll  have  an  opportunity  of 
infecting.     In  this  view  the  women  are  placed  under  obligation  to  be  inspected 
once  a  fortnight. 

*'  Will  our  readers  here  pause  for  a  moment  and  consider  whether,  acooidiog  t^ 
their  knowledge,  there  is  any  other  case  under  our  laws  in  which,  for  any  object 
whatever,  however  laudable  or  benevolent,  Government  makes  arrangementi  fof 
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the  sole  object  of  securing  that  immoral  acts  may  be  committed  in  such  circum- 
stances as  to  guard  against  disadvantages  that  ordinarily  attend  them  ?  Is  there 
any  other  instance  ? 

"What  we  point  out  is  this,  namely,  that,  first,  the  sole  and  only  actions  con- 
templated by  the  arrangements  complained  of,  are  immoral  actions  still  future ; 
secondly,  that  Government  undertakes  to  regulate  the  conditions  under  which 
those  actions  shall  be  committed  ;  ihirdly,  that  the  intended  effect  of  the  regula- 
tions is  to  relieve  those  immoral  courses  of  risks  to  health  which  would  otherwise 
attend  them. 

"  Let  the  ultimate  object  of  the  Government  be  ever  so  benevolent,  or,  if  you 
will,  ever  so  moral,  Government  has  no  right  to  seek  that  object  by  this  road. 
And  that  for  this  plain  reason,  that  the  Government — however  it  may  dislike  the 
vice,  however  it  may  deprecate  it,  however  it  may  deplore  it, — joins  in  making 
preparcUiona  for  t?ie  immoral  act  being  done,  but  done  with  less  risk  to  heaUK  It 
would  be  equally  wrong,  and  only  more  flagrantly  absurd,  if  it  joined  in  making 
preparations  for  the  act  being  done  with  more  risk  to  health.  In  either  case 
Government  is  lamentably  wrong,  because  it  assumes  a  wrong  relation  to  a  great 
evil.  The  nation  sins,  just  as  truly  as  the  individual  man,  when,  in  reference  to 
these  or  any  other  immoralities,  it  becomes  an  accessory  be/ore  the  fact. 

"  The  thing  itself  being  wrong,  leads  of  necessity  to  further  evils.  Being 
immoral,  it  breeds  and  fosters  eff'ects  that  are  immoral. 

'*  First,  It  unavoidably  gives  to  Prostitution  the  character  of  a  mode  of  life 
sanctioned  on  fixed  conditions.  It  produces  this  impression  on  the  women  ;  and, 
what  is  of  more  importance,  it  produces  the  same  impression  on  large  classes  of 
the  community,  from  which  the  lives  of  such  women  are  not  hid. 

"  Secondly,  It  produces  upon  men,  especially  on  young  men,  the  impression 
that  indulgence  in  this  vice  is  regarded  in  high  quarters  as  a  recognised  institution. 
Preachers  and  moralists  may  warn  against  it ;  Government  simply  regulates  it 
with  a  view  to  health  and  convenience. 

*'  Thirdly,  It  establishes  a  principle  which  cannot  in  reason  be  confined  within 
the  limits  of  existing  arrangements.  If  Government,  with  a  view  to  health  and 
other  desirable  objects,  is  to  plan  the  conditions  under  which  vicious  indulgence 
shall  be  carried  on,  it  has  a  new  and  dark  career  before  it.  In  that  course  it  must 
mix  itself  up,  indefinitely,  with  the  fact  and  the  details  of  vice,  and  must  in  doing 
so  exert  on  the  community  a  disastrously  demoralising  influence. 

"  The  view  now  presented  appears  plainly  to  follow  from  a  statement  of  the 
nature  of  this  legislation  which  we  believe  its  own  supporters  cannot  gainsay. 
If  80,  the  Legislature  has  here  crossed  (with  whatever  intentions)  to  the  wrong 
side  of  the  line  which  divides  good  from  evil,  and  which  also  divides  a  true 
expediency  from  a  false  and  treacherous  one.  But  how  serious  the  matter  is  on 
which  this  false  step  has  been  made  ;  how  it  affects  the  vitals  of  our  moral  health 
as  a  community ;  is  a  point  we  have  not  enlarged  upon.  Nor  have  we  dwelt  on 
the  intrinsic  nature  of  the  step  itself,  in  the  way  of  pointing  out  what  the 
necessary  working  of  these  arrangements  is,  and  how  directly  they  tend  to  the 
effects  which  are  deprecated  by  all.  These  things  are  discussed  in  other  publica- 
tions. The  object  of  this  one  is  to  show  that,  apart  from  debateable  questions 
of  fact  or  impression,  and  on  the  barest  and  soberest  statement  of  the  case,  th^re 
is  full  ground  for  claiming  countenance  and  help  in  the  object  of  Repealing  these 
Acts.     We  do  claim  your  earnest  and  resolute  interest  in  this  cause. 

"  Finally,  we  acknowledge  the  extent  and  malignity  of  the  physical  mischief, 
which  it  is  a  leading  aim  of  this  legislation  to  reduce.  We  are  aware  that  it  is 
difficult  for  any  but  professional  men  to  form  an  adequate  idea  of  it.  The 
impression  that  some  such  measures  as  those  now  in  operation  might  or  must  tell 
b^eficially  on  this  evil,  has  no  doubt  been  the  leading  motive  with  many  eminent 
persons  to  consent  to  the  passing  of  them  ;  and  while  this  impression  is  so  far  a 
palliation  of  the  grave  error  into  which  we  conceive  them  to  have  fallen,  it  con- 
tinues to  operate  on  many  minds  as  a  strong  temptation  to  approve  of,  or  acquiesce 
in,  measures  which  they  never  would  have  tolerated  on  any  other  ground.  We 
call  upon  men,  before  giving  weight  to  these  impressions,  to  examine  for  them^ 
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aeWea  the  qaestioii  whether  there  is  mny  good  leaKm  to  beliere  them  to  be  irefl 
grounded.  That  ia  a  mbject  for  inqoiiy,  not  for  annmption.  Our  objeefc  will 
be  thoroughly  gained,  if  men  will  inquire.  Bat  whatever  opinion  ia  formed  od 
that  point,  we  do  still  maintain,  in  the  light  of  the  considerations  already  adduced, 
that  the  step  is  wrong,  and  that  doing  evil  that  good  may  come,  will  not  aosver 
in  any  world.  GrOTemments  will  pay  dear  for  it  that  take  that  conne.  And  ve 
say,  farther,  that  arrangements  which  tend  to  give  to  prostitation  a  more  recog- 
nised and  stable  place  in  the  social  system,  are  aboolatdy  certain  in  the  long-rua 
to  prove  injnrioas  to  all  kinds  of  health,  whatever  effects  may  be  ascribed  to 
them  in  the  meantime." 

It  has  been  argaed  by  some  that  the  opposers  of  these  Acts  oppose  the 
cure  of  unforiufuUe  sufferers  from  diseaee,  and  might  as  weU  oppose  hoek 
Hospitals.  We  do  not  oppose  Lock  Hospitals,  or  anj  approved  mean?, 
including  examination  of  the  person  of  course,  of  alleviatiiig  and  removing 
the  dreadful  results  of  sin.  But  it  is  one  thing  ,to  endeavoor  to  heal,  and 
beseech  the  sufferer  to  ''  sin  no  more,  lest  a  worse  thing "  befall  her, 
and  quite  a  different  thing  to  violate  the  sanctity  of  nature  in  a  healthy 
woman^  bj  such  an  examination  as  these  Acts  enforce,  before,  and  in 
order  to,  the  commission  of  sin ;  literally  "  making  provision  for  the 
flesh  to  fulfil  it  in  the  lusts  thereof."  Few,  we  believe,  are  aware  of 
the  awful  facts  of  the  case  bearing  out  this  statement  Perhaps  many 
will  scarcely  believe  it ;  but  the  Gk>vemment  returns,  as  published,  show 
the  astounding  fiict  that  up  to  the  Slst  December  1874,  out  of  the  fearfol 
number  of  276,187  examinations,  instrumental  and  other,  which  had  then 
been  made,  no  fewer  than  245,727  had  been  made  on  the  persons  of  healthy 
women,  who  were  then  free  to  prosecute  their  course  of  sin,  and  tempt 
others  to  its  commission,  and  only  30,460  of  these  were  of  women  who 
proved  to  be  diseased.  Apart  from  all  oiher  considerationfly  what  is  to  be 
said  of  such  doings  in  the  light  of  the  Law  of  God)  Do  we  not  seem  to  heai 
Him  say,  speaking  of  the  very  crime  contemplated,  *'  Shall  I  not  visit  for 
these  things  ?  saith  the  Lord ;  and  shall  not  my  soul  be  avenged  on  saeb 
a  nation  as  this  ?" — Jer.  v.  9. 

We  respectfully  recommend  to  the  Assembly  to  petition  in  favour  of 
the  Bill  for  the  repeal  of  these  Acts,  to  re-appoint  the  Committee  with 
instraotions  to  obtain  similar  petitions  from  Presbyteries,  Sessions,  and 
Congregations,  power  to  ask  for  funds,  and  generally  to  watch  over  the 
whole  subject. 

WILLIAM  FKRGUSOX, 
Convener, 


No.  ZZZI. 


Jfrjtt  Cl^wrr^  ai  Srotlantr* 


REPORT 


TO  THE  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY 


OP   THE 


Special  Commission  on   Transfer  of  Schools. 


MAY  1876. 


Thb*  Commission  baye  nothing  to  report  on  the  present  occasion  beyond 
recording,  as  they  do  in  the  Appendix,  tbe  transactions,  very  few  in 
number,  which  have  taken  place  in  relation  to  the  transfer  of  particular 
schools  during  the  past  year. 

It  is  greatly  to  be  regretted  that  there  has  not  as  yet  appeared  any 
indication  of  a  design  on  the  part  of  Government  to  introduce  into 
Parliament  this  year  a  Bill  for  supplying  those  defects  in  the  existing 
Act  which  have  been  referred  to  in  previous  Reports  of  this  Commission. 
They  retain  the  conviction  that  sooner  or  later  such  legislation  must  be 
adopted,  and  they  regret  that  so  much  delay  is  allowed  to  take  place  in 
adopting  those  measures  which  are  obviously  needful  in  order  to  secure 
the  important  ends  of  justice.  They  would  suggest  to  the  General 
Assembly  that  it  may  be  advisable  to  petition  Parliament  on  the  subject, 
and  to  re- appoint  this  Commission  to  take  such  action  as  may  seem 
expedient,  when  opportunity  occurs. 

In  name  and  by  authority  of  the  Commission, 

JAMES  BEQO,  Convener. 
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APPENDIX. 


Abstract  of  the  Procbsdikgs  of  the  Special  Commission  in  the  Year 

ending  SUt  March  1876. 

Branch  L — Schools  allowed  to  be  transferred  to  School  Boards, 

Kon.— Under  "Conditioiu  of  TEmmrfer,"— 1.  Teac         tnuiBferred ;  %  aae  of  School  reserved 
**  H  "  Schoolnukatera*  Hoaae,  as  well  as  School,  tranafeired. 

D.t.ofllln,rt...  *'1SSS°' 

1.  Golinton  and  Cnrrie  (Juniper  Green),         2d  June  1875*  2      H. 

2.  Linlithgow.       Sanction     previoiuly 

given  in   1873  having  been  can- 
celled,   19ih  Oct.  1875,  1       S 

Branch  II. — Special  Cases. 

1.  Sorbie.     AUowed  to  sell  School,  title  not  being 

in  terms  of  model  trast-deed,         ...         1 1th  Ang.  1875. 

2.  Kirkpatrick-Fleming.     Allowed    to    renonDoe 

part  of  lease, 11th  Aug.  1875. 

Branch  III. — Ccues  advised, 

1.  Portnahaven, 20th  Jaly;i875. 

2.  Ronsay,                   "llth  Ang.  1875. 

3.  CroBsboBt, 11th  Aag.  1875. 

4.  Linlithgow  (anent  feoing  Glebe),      .  11th  Aag.  1875. 

B    ^tmwrn««.  C  11th  Aog.  1875. 

6.  StromnesB, |  19th  Oct  1875. 

6.  Borgne,  . 11th  Aug.  1875. 

7.  GomhiU, 11th  Aug.  1875. 

8.  Kettle  and  Colts, 11th  Aag  1875. 

9.  Tobermory, 11th  Ang  1875. 

10.  Foesoway, 11th  Aug  1875. 

IL  Paisley,  SoQth, 19th  Oct  1875. 


No.  XXXIl: 


^xu  €^nxc^  ai  Sr^tlanb. 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE 


ON  THE 


CASE  OF   MARYKIRK,   STIRLING. 


MAY    1876. 


This  Committee  beg  leave  respectfully  to  remiDd  the  General  Assembly 
of  the  origin  and  terms  of  their  appointment.  They  were  originally  ap- 
pointed by  the  Assembly  of  1874,  at  an  early  diet,  for  the  purpose  of 
preparing  a  more  exact  and  detailed  deliverance  than  could  at  that  diet  be 
given  for  ciEirrying  out  the  judgment  of  the  Court  upon  a  dissent  and  com- 
plaint against  a  decision  of  the  Presbytery  of  Stirling.  At  a  later  diet 
they  were  reappointed  with  very  limited  powers.  The  business  allotted 
to  them  was  simply  to  watch  over  legal  questions  that  might  arise  out  of 
circumstances  in  view  of  the  Assembly,  to  obtain  opinions,  and  to  advise 
the  Deacons'  Court  of  Marykirk  with  respect  to  such  questions,  and  inas- 
much as  any  summons  in  a  legal  action  affecting  that  Deacons'  Court 
would  probably  be  served  upon  the  General  Trustees  of  the  Church  as 
trustees  for  that  Charge,  it  was  manifestly  part  of  the  Committee's  duty 
to  intimate  to  all  parties  concerned  in  such  summons  or  action,  the  fact  of 
its  having  been  served  or  raised,  and  to  point  out  its  bearing  upon  their 
interests.  But  the  Committee  were  neither  required  nor  entitled  to  give 
any  advice  not  directly  connected  with  legal  questions,  or  to  interfere  in 
the  smallest  degree  between  the  Deacons'  Court  of  Marykirk  and  the 
Presbytery  of  Stirling,  with  reference  to  the  matters  belonging  to  their 
constitutional  relation  to  one  another.  They  were  not  even  auAorised  to 
make  communications  to  that  Presbytery,  except  in  one  instance  on  a 
point  in  which  it  was  requisite  that  an  opinion  of  counsel  should  be  in  the 
hands  of  the  Presbytery,  previously  to  the  meeting  of  the  Assembly's 
Commission  in  August  1874.  The  reappointment  of  the  Committee  by 
the  Assembly  of  1875  gave  them  no  more  power. 
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Daring  the  past  year  the  Committee  have  kept  stricilj  within  the 
functions  thos  assigned  to  them.  Haying  been  consulted  with  relation  to 
a  claim  made  by  the  donor  of  the  Marykirk  phu^  of  worahip,  to  prevent 
the  Deacons'  Conrt  from  ezeoating  proposed  alterations,  tbey,  in  eonsnlta- 
tion  with  the  legal  adviser  and  Messrs.  Aold  and  Maodonaldf  explained  to 
them  the  steps  necessary  to  be  taken  for  the  protection  of  the  legal  rights 
belonging  to  the  congregation.  An  action  having  been  raised  by  the  donor 
to  have  it  declared  that,  in  consequence  of  the  annual  sum  of  £S0  for  five 
years  promised  by  the  Deacons'  Court  of  the  Free  North  Church  not  having 
been  paid,  the  right  of  property  had  reverted  to  herself ;  intimation  of  that 
action  was  made  by  the  Committee's  authority  both  to  the  Deacons'  Conrt 
of  Marykirk  and  to  the  Deacons'  Court  of  the  Free  North  Church,  along 
with  statements  exhibiting  the  legal  effect  of  tiie  action  if  allowed  to  be 
successful  through  failure  on  the  part  of  the  Deacons'  Court  of  Marykirk 
to  defend  themselves  against  it.  A  legal  opinion  was  obtained  firom  Lord 
Rutherfurd  Clark,  then  Dean  of  Faculty,  and  Sheriff  Campbell,  showing 
that  the  donor  was  barred  from  success  in  the  action,  through  previous 
correspondence  on  the  subject  of  the  donation  of  J&400  by  a  liberal 
member  of  the  Church.  This  opinion  was  sent  to  the  Deacons'  Goort  of 
Marykirk.  But,  after  seeing  it,  and  considering  the  expenses  in  which 
litigation  might  involve  them,  they  resolved  not  to  appear  as  defenders 
in  the  action.  The  consequence  was,  that  decree  was  given  in  favour  of 
the  donor.  It  was  a  decree  in  absence,  and  might  be  opened  up  at  any 
time.    But  it  at  present  keeps  the  property  in  possession  of  the  donor. 

It  has  not  yet  been  put  in  force,  so  as  to  eject  tiie  congregation  from 
the  building.  But  the  Deacons'  Court- and  congregation  a{^)ear  resolved 
to  accept  of  no  terms  from  the  donor  which  would  impede  Uiat  oontn^ 
and  management  of  the  property  which  belongs  to  a  Deacons'  Court 
according  to  the  rules  of  the  Church.  They  have  hitherto  been  kept  in 
uncertainty  as  to  the  question  whether  they  will  be  obliged  to  vacate  the 
building  or  not,  and  they  feel  that  this  uncertainty  is  very  injurious  to 
their  prospects  in  the  peculiar  position  occupied  by  the  charge,  as  depend- 
ing on  a  Home  Mission  Orant  for  five  years. 

The  Committee  have  not  thought  that  it  lay  witH  them  to  give  the 
Deacons'  Court  any  advice  as  to  the  course  which  it  would  be  best  for 
them  to  pursue.  Undoubtedly,  either  as  to  the  question  of  removing 
from  the  building,  or  as  to  the  question  what  other  building  or  site  they 
should  seek  to  occupy,  the  Presbytery  of  Stirling  are  their  proper  advisers 
in  the  first  instance.  The  Committee  have  no  doubt  that,  if  properly 
applied  to,  it  will  be  the  duty  of  that  Presbytery  to  look  after  their 
interests  as  they  would  with  reference  to  any  other  charge  under  their 
jurisdiction.  From  a  document  transmitted  to  the  Committee,  Uie 
Presbytery  seem  to  imagine  that  this  Committee  has  been  interposed 
between  them  and  the  congregation.  There  could  not  be  a  greater 
mistake.  Nothing  was  further  from  the  intention  of  the  Assembly.  The 
idea  of  such  interposition  has  all  along  been  entirely  absent  from  the 
contemplation  of  the  Committee,  who  have  now  discharged  all  the 
functions  assigned  to  them,  and  see  no  occasion  for  their  reappointment 

At  the  same  time,  as  the  interests  of  the  charge  of  Marykirk,  with 
reference  either  to  their  removal  from  the  building  or  to  their  obtaining 
or  making  use  of  another  site,  will  not  admit  of  protracted  delay,  the 
Committee  respectfully  suggest  to  the  Assembly,  that  in  the  event  of  any 
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division  of  opinion  arising  among  the  local  parties  upon  either  of  these 
points,  which  may  lead  to  a  dissent  and  complaint,  or  an  appeal  against 
a  judgment  of  the  Presbjterj,  the  Commission  should  be  empowered  to 
dispose  of  such  dissent  and  complaint  or  appeal  at  any  of  its  stated  diets. 

It  might  seem  desirable,  that  in  the  event  of  the  building  of  a  new 
church  being  found  necessary,  and  a  site  having  been  approved  of  by  the 
Presbytery  or  by  the  Commission,  some  means  should  be  provided  for 
interesting  the  Church  at  large  on  the  subject  so  as  to  afford  facility  for 
obtaining  general  sympathy  and  help.  It  is  for  the  Assembly,  and  not  for 
this  Committee,  to  say  how  far  for  this  end  a  new  Committee  might  be 
appointed,  who  should  have  no  other  function  except  that  of  making  an 
appeal  to  the  members  of  the  Church  on  behalf  of  the  congregation,  and 
who  should  not  even  have  power  to  do  this  until  the  Presbytery  or  the 
Commission  shall  have  sanctioned  the  erection  of  a  new  building  on  a 
new  site. 

The  Committee  regret  the  necessity  of  adverting  to  a  singular  mis- 
apprehension into  which  the  Presbytery  of  Stirling  have  fallen,  as  appears 
from  a  minute  which  they  have  authorised  to  be  sent  to  this  Committee, 
and  which  is  laid  on  the  table  along  with  this  report.  The  Committee  had 
found,  in  a  minute  of  the  Deacons'  Court  of  the  Free  North  Church, 
Stirling,  certain  expressions  which  appeared  to  have  been  incautiously 
used,  but  which  were  not  consistent  with  the  respect  due  to  the  General 
Aflsembly,  the  Commission,  and  the  Presbytery  of  Stirling.  In  order  to 
prevent  the  necessity  of  their  bringing  these  expressions  under  the  notice 
of  the  Assembly,  the  Committee  sent  an  Extract  of  Minute  regarding 
them  to  the  Deacons'  Court,  to  give  them  the  opportunity  of  withdrawing 
them  in  time,  with  consent  of  the  Presbytery.  No  change,  of  course,  could 
be  made  on  the  minute  without  consent  of  the  Presbytery.  The  Deacons' 
Court  have,  in  courteous  terms,  agreed  to  withdraw  the  expressions.  But 
the  Presbytery  have  refused  Uieir  consent  to  the  withdrawal,  under  the 
misapprehension  that  a  friendly  intimation  and  suggestion,  intended  to 
avoid  a  public  statement  that  was  not  desirable,  involved  a  requirement 
by  the  Committee,  as  if  they  possessed  any  jurisdiction  or  authority  in  the 
matter. 

In  these  circumstances,  the  best  course  would  seem  to  be  that  the 
matter  be  referred  to  a  special  Committee  of  this  Assembly,  to  examine 
and  compare  the  minutes  of  Deacons'  Court,  the  minute  of  the  Committee 
and  the  minute  of  Presbytery,  in  order  that,  upon  their  recommendation, 
if  they  see  fit,  the  sanction  of  the  Assembly  may  be  given  to  that  with- 
drawal upon  which  the  Deacons'  Court  have  already  agreed. 

H.  WELLWOOD-MONCREIFF, 

Convener. 


No.  XXXIII. 


Jfrtje  €\inxc)^  ai  ^tailnn'H. 


EEPORT  BY  THE  CUSTODIER  OF  TITLES 


TO  THE  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY. 


MAY    1876. 


In  terms  of  Act  9  of  Assembly  1875,  the  Custodier  of  Titles  humbly 
begs  to  report  that  he  has  inquired  as  to  all  the  cases  of  sales  and  trans- 
ference of  property  authorised  by  last  General  Assembly ;  that  two  of 
the  cases  of  sale  have  been  carried  ont  in  conformity  with  the  provisions 
of  Act  Sf  Assembly  1863 ;  that  another  case  is  in  course  of  being 
carried  out ;  that  in  three  cases  efforts  made  to  effect  a  sale  have  as  yet 
been  unsuccessful ;  that  in  two  cases  the  proceedings  authorised  by  the 
Assembly  have  been  found  unnecessary ;  that  in  two  cases  negotiations 
for  the  enlargement  of  the  sites  of  Churches  are  in  progress ;  and,  that  in 
six  cases  no  action  has  yet  been  taken,  for  reasons  explained  to  the 
Custodier.  The  particulars  of  each  case  are  stated  in  an  Appendix  to 
this  report. 

In  addition  to  the  sales  authorised  by  last  Assembly,  the  Custodier  has 
had  three  sales  authorised  by  previous  Assemblies  brought  under  his 
notice,  viz.  : — (1.)  Galashiels  Church,  authorised  by  the  Assembly  of 
1874,  which  was  carried  through  in  November  last,  in  conformity  with 
the  requirements  of  the  laws  of  the  Church,  the  price  (£1120),  after 
deducting  a  debt  of  £120  subsisting  over  the  old  Church,  having  ueeti 
applied  towards  the  cost  of  the  handsome  new  building  recently  erected 
by  the  congregation  ;  (2.)  Free  Tron  Church,  Edinburgh,  authorised  by 
the  Assembly  of  1870.  In  this  case  a  sale  was  effected,  but  as  yet  the 
purchaser  has  not  paid  the  price,  and  the  congregation  are  taking  steps 
with  the  view  of  enforcing  implement  of  the  bargain  ;  (3.)  Free  ('hurch 
of  Stenhouse,  Liberton,  authorised  by  the  Assembly  of  1873,  which  has 
been  sold  for  settlement  at  Whitsunday. 

JAMES  MACDONALD,  W.S. 

Edinburcsh,  9M  Mat/  1876. 
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APPENDIX. 

1.  Ballantrae. — This  Church  has  been  sold  to  the  Trastees  of  the  BalUntrte 
Heading  Room  and  Public  Hall  at  the  price  of  £155.  The  price  has  been  applied 
towards  the  erection  of  a  nevr  Church.  The  title  to  the  new  Church  is  a  charter 
by  the  Earl  of  Stair  in  favour  of  Trustees  for  the  cougregation,  and  is  prepared 
in  terms  of  the  Model  Trust-deed. 

2.  CoLLESsiB  AND  Kbttlk  AND  CuLTS. — The  hall  at  Lady  bank,  the  joint  pro- 
perty of  these  congregations,  has  been  advertised,  but  as  yet  no  sale  has  been 
effected. 

3.  GouROCK. — The  Deacons'  Court  are  in  course  of  taking  measures  to 
effect  a  sale. 

4.  Invekurib.  — The  sale  of  this  Church  has  been  postponed  until  after  the 
new  Church  is  ready  for  occupation. 

5.  KiLMUiR,  Eastbr. — In  this  case  the  new  Church  is  being  erected  on  tbe 
site  of  the  old,  so  that  no  sale  will  be  necessary. 

6.  St.  Andrew's,  Dundeb. — This  congregation  have  delayed  selling  their  old 
CHiurch,  in  the  expectation  that  in  the  course  of  a  short  time  they  may  sell  it 
more  advantageously  than  in  the  present  depressed  state  of  the  town  they  cooM 
now  do. 

7.  MoNKTON  AND  pRESTWiCK. — This  Manse  has  been  expo;sed  to  sale,  but  as 
yet  a  sufficient  offer  has  not  been  received. 

8.  CocKENZiE. — The  Deacons'  Court  are  not  yet  in  a  position  to  carry  out  the 
sale  of  this  Manse. 

9.  Leslie  and  Premnay. — In  this  case  the  congregation  are  negotiating  with 
the  proprietor  for  a  slight  alteration  in  the  shape  and  extent  of  the  feu,  and 
until  the  negotiations  are  closed  they  cannot  well  proceed  with  the  erection 
of  the  new  Church. 

10.  Roxburgh,  Edinburgh. — The  Deacons'  Court  state  that  they  are  not  yet 
in  a  position  to  move  in  the  matter  of  a  sale.  « 

11.  Pleasance,  Edinburgh. — This  Church  has  been  sold  to  the  Students' 
Missionary  Association  of  the  New  College,  at  the  price  of  £1600,  payable  at 
Whitsunday,  -and  this  price  will  be  applied  towards  payment  of  the  price  of  the 
new  Church,  the  title  to  which  is  being  prepared  in  terms  of  the  Model  Deed, 

12.  Erroi^ — The  sale  of  this  Glebe  was  carried  through  at  Martinmas  last,  and 
the  price,  £1000,  has  been  invested  in  names  of  the  €reneral  Trustees,  actiog 
in  fulfilment  of  the  intention  of  the  late  Hugh  Tenant,  Esquire  of  Enol,  for 
making  a  provision  for  the  Minister  for  the  time  officiating  to  Errol  Free  Church 
congregation,  on  a  mortgage  by  the  Commissioners  of  Police  of  the  burgh  of 
Dundee,  bearing  interest  at  the  rate  of  4  per  cent,  per  annum. 

13.  Ellok. — The  plans  for  feuing  the  Estate  of  Ellon  have  been  altered,  so 
that  the  proposed  excambion  has  become  unnecessary. 

14.  GovAN,  Gablic. — In  this  case  the  old  building  has  been  taken  down,  and  a 
new  Church  is  in  course  of  erection.  Arrangements  have  been  made  for  the 
excambion  authorised  by  the  Assembly,  but  the  deeds  have  not  yet  been  sub- 
mitted to  the  Custodier. 

15.  Tobermory. — Tins  congregation  will  not  be  in  a  position  to  sell  their  okl 
Church  until  the  new  Church  is  nearly  ready  for  occupation. 

JAMES  MACDONALD. 


No.  XZZIV. 


fxtt  Cfjurcjj  of  ScotUttir. 


STATES  REPORTED  BY  THE  GENERAL  TRUSTEES 

TO  THE  ASSEMBLY. 


MAY   1876. 


No.  I. 

STATE  showing  the  Sums  received  and  paid  by  the  General  TRUffTEEs 
of  the  Free  Church  of  Scotland,  daring  the  year  ending  3l8t 
March  1876. 


BECEIPT& 
1.  Balance  in  Clydesdale  Bank,  at  date  of  last  account)     £110    3    9 

PAYMENTS. 

1.  Sam  in  deposit-receipt  of  Clydesdale 

Bank,  dated  3d  April  1875,  .       110    3    9 


thr  thB  Trustees,         K.  C»  CAMPBELL. 
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KEPORT  BY  TIJ£  GENERAL  TKCSTEES  OF 


XlXiT. 


No.  II.— STATE  exhibiting  the  whole  Funds  rested  in  the  Gesehl 


DoiM>n,ctc. 


1.  Mrs.  Coatts,  deceased,     . 

2.  Mre.  Wn>ht,  Sliriing,     . 
3-  Do. 

4.  Tanoua,  . 

5.  Sastentation  Committee, 

6.  Donald  M'Laren,  Esq.  of  Galiasder, 

7.  John  Allan  Bankine,  Esq.,  Banker, 


8.  Committee  of  Aberdeen  Free  Church  Presbjterj, 

9.  Committee  on  Evangelization  of  Glasgow, 

10.  College  Committee,  .... 

11.  The  late  James  Hairey,    { 

12.  Sostentation  Comnuttee,   (  '  '  ' 

13.  Do.  do.  ... 

14.  George  Bncbao,  Esq.  of  Kellne,  . 

15.  Tnistees  of  Mr.  FergnsoD  of  Cairnbrock, 

16.  J.  Ewing,  Esq.,    .  .  .    £562  10    0 

17.  Varioos,   .  .      337  10    0 


£5t)0 

5<:o 

l,0liO 

1.800 

700 


18.  Friend,     .... 

19.  Various,  .  .  ... 

20.  Do.      . 

21.  Donald  M'Laren,  Esq.  of  Callander, 

22.  Snstentatioo  Committee, 

23.  Sostentation  Committee, . 

24.  Do.  do. 

25.  Higbknd  Committee,  £800  and  £200, 

26.  J.  SieTewnght,    . 

27.  Aged  and  Infirm  Ministers*  Fund, 

28.  College  Committee, 

29.  Bnnary  Committee, 

30.  Highland  Committee, 

31.  BursaiT  Comnuttee, 
82.  George  Bochan,  Esq., 

33.  Do. 

34.  Dr.  Smyttan, 

35.  Varioos, 

36.  Do. 

37.  Do. 

38.  Do. 

39.  Do. 

40.  Do. 

41.  W.  Bmnj  Webster,  H.E.T.C.S., 

42.  Various,  . 

43.  Late  Miss  More, 


£2,500 
3,500 

15,000 

1,000 
1,000 
1,000 


900 
100 


£1,000 
500 


£9,000 
11,000 


£1,000 
4,000 


£5,000 
3,300 
1,700 


£500 
500 
500 
600 
500 

2,000 
600 
200 
600 


0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


6' 

0  ' 

0   ! 

Si 


AahHiLU. 


£600   0   » 


0 
0 


0 
0 
0 


0 

0  \ 

0 

0 

0 
0 


0    0 
0     0 


0    0 
0    0 


0     0 
0     0 


0    0 
0    0 


0    0  I 
0    0 
0    0 


0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


£2,000 
2,000 


0    0 
0    0 


44.  Hugh  Tennant,  Esq., 


Cany  forward,  |£85,600    0   0 


4,500    0  •• 
500    0   I' 

2,000   0  0 


25,000   0  0 

1,500   0  0 

20,000   0  <• 


5,000   0  0 
1,000    0  0 

500    0  0 


10,000    0  0 
500    0   0 

500   0  0 


6,000    0   0 
2,000    0   0 


4,000    0   0 
2,000    0   0 


XXXIV. 


THE  FREE  CHURGU  OF  SCOTLAND. 


Trustees  of  the  Free  Church  of  Scotland,  as  at  31st  March  1876. 


Objects  for  which  Appropriated. 


How  Invested. 


Bursaries, 

Bursaries. 

Special  Trast,     . 

College  Kodowment, 

Aged  and  Infirm  Ministers'  Fand, 

Lochearnhead  Congregation, 

Bursaries,  • 


Partial  Endowment  of  Aberdeen  College, 
Chalmers  Endowment,  . 
College  Endowment, 

Aged  and  Infirm  Ministers'  Fund, 

Snstentation  Capital  Fun^, 
Education, 

Bo. 
Bursaries, 

Da 

Lethendy  Congregation, 

Chalmers  Endowment,  . 
Various  Congregations, . 

Education  and  Bursary  Fund,    . 
Aged  and  Infirm  Ministers'  Fund, 

Aged  and  Infirm  Ministers'  Fund, 
Susteutiition  Capital  Fund, 

Endowment    of   Congregation    of  Kil 

martine  and  Ford, 
Bursaries, 

Aged  and  Infirm  Ministers'  Fund, 
Endowment  of  College,  . 
Bursaries, 

Endowment  of  Ardchattan  Congrega 

tion,    .... 
Bursaries, 

Highland  Endowment  for  Strath, 
Home  Mission  Endowment,        ', 

Do. 
Bursaries, 

Schoolmasters'  Widows'  Fund,  . 
College  Endowment, 
Missionaries'  Widows'  Fund,     . 
Special  purposes. 
Aged  and  Infirm  Ministers'  Fund, 

Cunningham  Lectureship, 

Snstentation  Capital  Fund, 
Special  purposes,  .  • 

Dornoch  Congregation,  . 


In  Feu-dutiee. 

In  Bond  over  Estate  in  Fifeshire. 

In  Stock  of  Stirling  Midland  Junction 


Hallway  Company. 
In  Loan  to  Clyde  Tmst. 


In  Bond  of«r  Estate  in  fionfishire. 


In  Bond  over  Estate  in  Roxburghshire. 

In  Bond  over  Estate  in  Inverness-shire. 

Do.  do. 

In  Loan  to  North  British  Railway  Co. 
Do.  do. 


u 


Bond  over  Estate  in  Elginshire. 


I  In  Loan  to  North  British  Railway  Co. 

Do. 


Y  In  Bond  over  Estate  in  Perthshire. 


In  Stock  of  Scottish  Midland  Railway 
Company. 

In  Bond  over  Estate  in  Inverness-shire. 

In  Stock  of  Dundee,  Perth,  and  Aberdeen 
Railway  Company. 


KEFOrr  BT  THE  6ESXBA&  TKCffTCES  OT 


XHT 


.45. 

Tarioafl,  . 

• 

1  46. 

Do. 

47. 

Do.      . 

48. 

Do. 

49. 

V  ancNEfy  . 

50l  lfi»  JiacdoQ^all, 

51. 

Docheat  of  Gordoo, 

52. 

53. 

Yariooi,  . 

M. 

Do.      . 

56. 

Da 

56. 

Da      . 

57. 

Da      . 

5A. 

Do.      . 

59. 


Don  SwiBy  Esqidre, 


I  60.  ifisi  FeipMOp, 

61.  Late  Mr.  Hoe  of  Newliitoo, 

62.  Mn.  Hog  of  Newlistoo, 

63.  Varioos,  • 

64.  A  Friend, 

65.  Do. 

66.  Yarioosv  . 

67.  Do.    • 

68.  Friendf,   • 

69.  Friend,     . 

70.  Friend,    . 


71. 
72. 
73. 
74. 


Do. 
Do. 
Do. 


75.  The  late  Miaa  Sheddoo, 

76.  The  late  Dr.  Cheyne, 

77.  Friend,    • 

78.  Da        . 

79.  Do. 

80.  The  late  Mn.  Campbell, 

81.  Accomolation  of  Interest, 

82.  Yarioofl,  . 

83.  Do.        •  •  . 

84.  Friends,   • 


85.  John  Boberteon,  Esq.,  GHasgow, 

86.  Do.  do., 

87.  Committee  for  Endowment  of  Olaseof 

88.  Da  da 

89.  Do.  da 

90.  Do.  do. 

91.  Do.  do. 

92.  Do.  da 


CoU^e, 


oofbt  ta 

rdL 

£89LW»   0   <- 

£\/.*yj 

0 

0 

>.•-•. 

xwy 

0 

0 

mmm  —m 

6^» 

0 

i 

• 

_••.. 

l.itO 

0 

0 

b.*>i   0   V 

£lpW 

0 

0 

1,500 

0 

0 

__ 

1,0C«> 

0 

0 

_•_ 

1,CC0 

0 

0 

5,1^  0  •: 

'"^ 

£3^000 

0 

0 

■■.... 

500 

0 

0 

M.~. 

500 

0 

0 

1 

500 

0 

0 

1,.  „, 

500 

0 

0 

1 

1,000 

0 

0 

6.0oJ'"o  • 

• 

• 

1,000   0  ■ 

• 

* 

500   0  '. 

• 

• 

600   0  < 

m 

• 

300   0  • 

£500 

0 

0 

...M. 

1,000 

0 

0 

...— 

200 

0 

0 

...M. 

.  £3,000 

0 

0 

1,000 

0 

0 

.  £3,000 

0 

0 

1,400 

0 

0 

100 

0 

0 

£10,000 

0 

0 

6,000 

0 

0 

2,500 

0 

0 

1,500 

0 

0 

1,700    0 


4,000   0 


4,500   0 


£200  0 

200  0 

175  0 

25  0 

200  0 


0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


20,000 

800 

2,000 


0 
0 
0 


0 

I) 

0 


£700  0 
450  0 
150    0 


0 
0 
0 


800    0   0 


1,300    0 
400    0 


0 
0 


1.400    0  0 

1,800    0  0 

858    0  0 

813  12  6 

3,278  14  4 

8,200    0  0 

2,100    0  0 


Cany  fcnrarl,    £  152,850   6  I ' 


XX  XIV. 


THE  FHEE  CHURCH  OF  SCOTLAND. 


Objects  for  which  appropriated. 


Home  MiBBion  Endowment, 

College  Library  Endowment,     . 

Bursaries, 

For  behoof  of  Tarious  CongregatioDs, 

Aged  and  Infirm  Ministers'  Fund, 
Makerston  Congregation, 
Huntlj  Congre^tiun,    . 
Aberdeen  Principalship, 

ColWe  Endowment, 
St.  Oda  Congregation, 
Kiimoir  Congregation,  . 
Clackmannan  Congregation, 
Bursary  Fund,   . 
Sostentation  Capital  Fund, 

College  Endowment, 

Minister  of  Donne, 
Mimster  of  Kirkliston,   . 

Do. 
Sustentation  Capital  Fund, 
Minister  of  Langton, 
Cambee  Congregation,  . 

Sustentation  Capital  Fund, 
College  Endowment, 

Second  Professor  at  Aberdeen,  . 
Principal  of  New  College,  Edinburgh, 
Special,  .... 

Aged  and  Infirm  Ministers'  Fund, 
Sustentation  Capital  Fund, 
College  Endowment,      .         '  . 
Roseneath  Congregation, 

Beith  Congregation, 

Foreign  and  Jewish  Mission  Fund, 

Borgue  Congregation,    . 

Crathie  do., 

Dunoon         do., 

Sustentation  Fund, 

Special  Purpose, 

Foreign  Missions  Invalid  Fund, 
FetJar  Congregation, 
Special  Purpose, 

Sustentation  Fund, 
Do. 


Glasgow  College  Endowment, 


How  Invested. 


} 


Bond' over  Estate  in  Invemess-shire. 


Do.        do.        in  Ayrshire. 


Do.        do. 


do. 


In    Mortgage    by    Kirkcaldy    Harbour 

Trustees. 
In  Loan  to  North  British  Railway  Co. 

Do.  do. 

Do.  do. 

In  Bond  over  Estate  in  Fifeshirc. 


In  Bond  oyer  Estate  in  Perthshire. 


In  Bond  over  Estate  in  Roxburghshire. 


In  Bond  over  Estate  in  Caithness-shire. 


In  Loan  to  North  British  Railway  Co. 
In  Loan  to  Clyde  Trust. 


Do.     Caledonian  Railway  Company. 


} 


Do. 


do. 


In    Bond    over    Heritable  Property  hi 
Glasgow. 

Do.  do. 

Do.  do. 

Do.  do. 

In  Ground-annuals  in  Glasgow. 

Do.  do. 

In  Bond  over  Heritable  Property  in  Glasgow. 
Do.  do. 


I>:ei:av  cd*. 


A.~   ci*i. 


C'3-  Ccrr.afrfe  f  r  Eaicvacst  of  GLi»r»7v  C>Ceg«, 


So. 

>>. 
01. 


do. 
do. 
da. 
do. 


Do. 


2-  J 


•>2 

<>4. 
05. 
•*}. 
ii7. 

OS. 
Cr9. 
10. 
11. 
12. 
13. 
14. 
15. 
16. 
17. 


SsieioD,  Esq., 

I>a. 
D~. 
The  Uie  Mri.  Stewart,     . 
Committee  for  £xi<jviDent  of  Chair  of 

Nev  College,  Eiiinbonrii, 
B.  Hanoaj,  Eik).,  and  J.  0.  Brown,  Ym^ 

Do.  do. 

Vario'M,  .  -  - 

Frienda,    • 
Varionji,    . 

Late  D.  Dancaa,  Eaq.,     . 
Friends,    ... 
Do, 
Do. 
Yarioofl,  ... 


18.  Frienda,    . 

19.  The  late  Mias  Elizabeth  Logao, 

20.  Yarioofl,  . 

21.  A  Friend, 

22.  Varioaa,    . 

23.  Do., 

24.  The  Late  Dr.  Chejiie,     . 

25.  Bowmore  Congregation,   . 

26.  Legacj  by  EL  Mackenaie,  Esq., 

27.  YarioDS,  •  .  • 


28.  The  late  Robert  Kilgoor,  Eeq., 

29.  Variona,    • 

30.  Highland  Committee, 

31.  The  late  Hugh  Fraaer,  Esq., 

32.  Yarioiis,    . 

33.  BeT.  Dr.  Barclay, 

34.  YarionB,    .* 


35.  Sir  David  Baxter, 

36.  The  Ute  Miss  Campbell, 


37.  Friends,    . 

38.  Do. 

39.  Friends,    . 

40.  Sir  David  Baxter, 

41.  Sir  David  Baxter, 

42.  Special,     . 


£15»^ 

2?»> 

3») 

100 


£  152.S5»» 

< 

I  • 

€,'••> 

«> 

1 

2,2'-» 

«.» 

».» 

a.75'.» 

O 

i» 

2am> 

«> 

M 

4,«J».«J 

«> 

I' 

0 
0 
0 
0 


0 
0 
0 
0 


£3.500 

1,000 

4,000 

900 

330 

150 

100 

2,000 


0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


£12,000 
1,000 
500 
3,500 
4,000 


0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


1,000    0 


0 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


£1,000  0  0 
500  «0  0 
500    0    0 


£2,700    0    0 
800    0    0 


0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


£15,500    0    0 
4,500    0    0 


'I 


»> 

0 

c 

l,00y 

0 

II 

G50 

0 

(.1 

240 

0 

0 

110 

0 

0 

1,439 

8 

9 

10,000 

0 

0 

475 

0 

0 

32 

0 

0 

12,000 
1,450 
1380 
5,200 

0 
0 
0 
0 

(1 
o 
0 

2,000 
300 
260 

0 
0 
0 

0 
0 
0 

3.500* 
1,500 

0 
0 

0 
0 

22,000 

7,000 
300 

350 
200 
200 

20,000 


0  0 
0  0 
0    0 


0 
0 
0 
0 


0 
0 
0 
0 


20,000    0    0 


Carry  forward.     £  282,875  15    7 


XXXIV. 


THE  FKEE  CHURCH  OF  SCOTLAND. 


Objects  for  which  appropriated. 


Glasgow  College  Endowment, 


Uiray  Catecbist, 
Kilberry  Congregation,  . 
Stratbblane     do., 
Sanday  do., 


Smieton  Fund, 


I 

St  Mary's  Congregation,  Edinbargb, 

Chair  of  Evaneelistio  Theology, 
Anwoth  Schools, 

Do. 
College  Endowment, 
For  Aberdeen  College,  . 
Missionaries'  Widows'  Ftind, 
Highland  Mission  Fund, 
Sonth  IJist  Congregation, 
Sbieldag  Congregation, . 
Scone  (>>ngregation,      • 
Sastentation  Capital  Fund, 

Special  Purpose, 
Sustentation  Capital  Fund, 
College  Endowment, 
Special  purpose, 
Sustentation  Capital  Fund, 
Aged  and  Infirm  Ministers'  Fund, 

Jewish  and  Foreign  Missions  Fund, 
Bowmore  Congregation, 
Fodderty  Congregation, 
Sustentation  Capital  Fund, 

Culroes  Congregation,    . 
Aged  and  Infirm  Ministers'  Fnnd, 
Raasay  Congregation,    . 
For  Special  Uatechist,   • 
Sustentation  Capital  Fund, 
Various  Schemes, 
Missionaries*  Widows'  Fund,. 

Varions  Schemes, 
Torosay  Congregation,  . 

Kinnefi*         do. 

Kilniniao  and  Kilmore  Congregation, 
Grammar  School  Bursaries, 
Sustentation  Capital  Fund, 
Various  Schemes, 
Do. 


How  Invested. 


'  In  Bond  over  Heritable  Property  in  Glasgow. 

Do.  do. 

Ground-annuals  in  Glasgow. 
In  Bond  o^er  Heritable  Property  in  Glasgow. 

Do.  do. 


In  Loan  to  Korth  British  Railway  Co. 


!In  4i  Pref.  Stock  Cal.  (R.N.E.)  Ry.  Co. 
In  6%    do.  do. 

In  Guar.  Stock  of  North  British  Ry.  Co. 
In  4Jo/o  Debenture  Stock,        do. 
Deposited  in  Bank. 

In  Loan  to  North  British  Railway  Co. 
In  Great  Eastern  Railway  Pref.  Stock. 
In  Great  Eastern  Railway  Deben.  Stock. 


^In  Bond  oyer  Estate  in  Aberdeenshire. 


} 


In  Loan  to  Caledonian  Railway  Co. 

Da  do. 

Do.  do. 


Do. 


Do. 
Do. 


do. 


do. 
da 


I    In  Bond  over  Estate'in  InTemoBi-shire. 
In  Bond  over  Estate  in  Argyleshire. 


Da 


do. 


In  Bond  over  Estate  in  Forfarshire. 
In  Loan  to  Caledonian  Railway  Com- 
pany. 

Do.  Da 

Da  Da 

Do.  Do. 

In  Bond  over  Estate  in  Argyleshire. 

In  Bond  oyer  Estate  in  Forfarshire. 
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REPORT  BV  THE  GENLRAL  TRUaTEES  OF 


XXll'. 


Donon,  etc. 

I 
1 

I 

AmoQ&u. 

Brought  forward 

t 

X  282,875  15    7 

143.  Sir  Darid  Baxter, 

.  £1,000 

0 

0 

1 

144.  Variouf^    .... 

.     1,000 

0 

0 

2,000   y    * 

145.  Sir  David  Baxter, 

.  £6,000 

0 

0 

146.  Various,    .... 

900 

0 

0 

•• • •• ■ 

147.      Do.        .... 

500 

0 

0 

148.      Do.        ...            . 

600 

0 

0 

•  •  •  ••» 

149.  Lady  Effingham,  . 

.      1,000 

0 

0 

9,000    0   0 

150.  Donald  M'Laren,  Esq.  of  Callander, 

.  £7,000 

0 

0 

151.           Do.                      do. 

.     5,000 

0 

0 

152.           Do.                       do. 

500 

0 

0 

153.  The  kte  Mrs.  Peat, 

.     4,000 

0 

0 

154.  Sundries,  .... 

500 

0 

0 

155.  The  late  Mr.  White, 

.     6,000 

0 

0 

156.  William  M'Fie,  Esq.  of  Langhouse, 

800 

0 

0 

157.  VariouB,  .... 

.     4,000 

0 

0 

158.  Variona,  .            .            .            .         ' 

.      1.000 

0 

0 

159.  John  Robertson,  Esq., 

600 

0 

0 

160.        Do., 

600 

0 

0 

, 

, 

30  000    0   0 

3;ooo  0  M 

161.  The  late  W.  Sparks,  Esq., 

•                        •                        • 

• 

il62.  Various,    .... 

.  £2,500 

0 

0 

163.  Donation, 

.     1,000 

0 

0 

3,5(W'  0    " 

■^H» 

164.  Legacy,    .... 

•            .            • 

• 

300    0    i> 

165.  Donation, 

... 

• 

200    0    u 

166.       Do.                  .           . 

... 

. 

200    0     ' 

167.       Do. 

... 

. 

200    0    If 

|168.  The  late  R.  Freeland,  Esq., 

.  £4,500 

0 

0 

•  •  •  •♦• 

169.  Various,    .... 

.     5,500 

0 

0 

10,000    0    0 

;170.  Miss  Janet  Ganldie, 

•                       ■                      • 

•  1 

2,000    0    0 

F 

171.  Donation, 

•                      •                       • 

1 

• 

1,000    0    0 

172.  Legacy,    .... 

•                       •                      • 

• 

500    0    0 

173.  Various,    .... 

•                      •                      • 

• 

340    C    0 

174.  Legacy,    .... 

•                      •                       • 

# 

500   0   0 

175.  Legacy,    .... 

•                       «                      • 

* 

500   0    0 

176.  The  late  John  Graham,  Ebq., 

•                                              V                                              • 

• 

1,000    0    0 

177.  Robertson  Trust, 

•                           •                            » 

• 

200    0    0 

178.  Rev.  J.  Wilson,   . 

«                            •                          • 

■ 

300    0    0 

179.  Robertson  Trust, 

.  i:5.500 

0 

0 

*• * •«• 

180.           Do., 

.     4,500 

0 

0 

181.           Do., 

.     4,500 

0 

0 

182.           Do., 

.     ^,500 

0 

0 

•  ••»•« 

183.  Private,   .... 

.      2,000 

0 

0  ! 

184.  Mr.  Sibbald,  etc., 

.     4,700 

0 

0 

24,700*  0    0 

^^ 

185.  Legacy,  .... 

'                          •                        .  • 

• 

500    0    0 

186.  Mr.  Sibbald,  etc., 

.   £6,500 

0 

0 

jI87.  Various,  .... 

900 

0 

0 

7,400    0    0 

i 

■ 

Carry  forward, 

£l 

380,215  15    7 

1 

2xxiy. 


THE  FREE  CHUIiCH  OF  80OTLAND. 


OlU«ctB  for  which  ApproprUted. 


Snatentation  CapiUd  Fund, 
Do. 

Sastentation  Capital  Food, 

Robertson  Trust, 

Special  Fund,    . 

College  Endowment,      .  • 

Chalmers  Book  Bursaries, 

Education  Scheme, 

Bursaries,  •  •  •       . 

College  Endowment, 

Territorial  Mission  in  Edinburgh, 

College  Endowment,   .  . 

New  College, 

Bursaries,  .  • 

A^ed  and  Infirm  Ministers*  Fund, 

Missionaries'  Widows'  Fund,     • 

Colonial  Mission,  •  • 

Continental  Mission, 

For  7  Congregations  in  Aberdeenshire, 
eiCa,  •••••• 

Snatentation  Capital  Fund, 
Fortnahaven  Congregation, 

Ellsridgehill  Congregation, 

\  Rothesay  West  do. 
Scone  Congregation, 
Lethendy    do.,  .  .    ^ 

Foreign  Mission  Fund,  . 
Aged  and  Infirm  Ministers*  Fund, 

Sustentation  Capital  Fund, 

Scone  Congregation, 

Bridge  of  Weir  Congregation,    . 

Bowmore  Congregation, 

Kilninian  and  iLiunore  Congregation, 

Ardnamurchan  Congregation,    . 

Bursaries,  Glasgow  CoDege, 

Glasgow  College, 

Wilson  Trust,    • 

Sustentation  Capital  Fund, 

Home  Mission,  . 

Foreign  Mission, 

Highland  Mission, 

Special  Fund,    .  . 

College  Endowment, 

Sustentation  Supplementary  Fund, 

Aged  and  Infirm  Ministers'  Fund, 
Do.  Do.  Do., 


34 


How  Invested. 


I   In  Bond  over  Estate  in  Inverness-shire. 


In  Bond  over  Estate  in  Perthshire. 


In  Bond  over  Estate  in  Caithness-shire. 


1 


In  Bond  over  Estate  in  Fifesbire. 
In  Bond  over  Estate  in  Perthshire. 

In  Loan  to  North  British  Railway  Com- 
pany. 

Do.  do. 

Da  do. 

Doi  do. 

In  Bond  over  Estate  in  Perthshire. 

In    Bond   over    Estate    in    Caithnesa- 

shire. 
In  Loan  to  North  British  Railway  Com- 
pany. 

Do.  do. 

Do.  do. 

Do.  da 

Do.  do. 

In  Lien  Stock  of  do. 

In  Loan  to' North  British  Railway  Co. 
In  Loan  to  Caledonian  Railway  Company. 


(In  Bond  over  Estate    in    Fifesbire  and 
Forfarshire. 


In    Bond    over    Estate    in    Inverness- 
shire. 

I  In  Bond  over  Estate  in  Perthshire. 


B 


10 


REPORT  RY  THE  GENERAL  TRUSTEES  OF 


188.  VariooB,  • 

189.  Do.,      . 

190.  Miss  Flyn's  Trast, 

191.  A  Friend, 

192.  Do., 

193.  Legacies,  Dr.  Barclay, 

194.  Do.,  Do., 

195.  Do.,  Do., 

196.  Do.,  JewBy 

197.  YarioQB,  . 

198.  Mr.  Willox  Tmat, 

199.  Cbeyne  Trost,     . 

200.  In  Clydesdale  Bank, 


Brought  forward, 

.  £2,000    0 

0 

600    0 

0 

500    0 

0 

500    0 

0 

100    0 

0 

.     2,800    0 

0 

.     1,700    0 

0 

800    0 

0 

500    0 

0 

300    0 

0 

650    0 

0 

250    0 

0 

380,215  15    7 


10,000    0 
110    3 


I 


0 
9 


J 


390,385  19    4 


xxxiy. 


THS  FRBB  cmjRCH  OF  8C0TLAMP. 


11 


Ol^Jeeti  for  which  appropriatod. 


How  ixiTeited. 


Aged  and  Isfinn  Ministen'  Fund, 
Snstentation  Supplementary  Fund, 

Do.  Do^ 

Tealinj;  Congregation, 
Bqjndie        Do., 
Foreign  Ifiaaion, 
Home  Ifisnon, 
Coloniea, 
Jewi, 

Education,    • 
Sohemea, 
Do,    . 


'  In  Bond  over  Estate  in  A jrshire. 


In  addUion  io  the  above  InveHmenU  varioui  fferUabte  mbfeets  heUmgtng 
to  the  Church  are  vetted  in  the  nameeqfthe  Oeneral  Trutteee. 


For  the  Trustees^ 


N.  C.  CAMPBELL. 


No.  XXXV. 


Jfrjeje  d^urrl^  ai  Srotlantr. 


REPORT 


OF 


COMMITTEE  AKMT  CHURCH  RATES. 


MAY    1876. 


This  Church  has  already  petitioned  the  House  of  Commons,  in  its 
present  Session,  in  favour  of  Mr.  McLaren's  Bill ;  and  in  regard  to  that 
introduced  by  the  Lord  Advocate  the  Committee  does  not  recommend 
that  any  parliamentary  action  be  taken.  But  to  guard  the  position  of  the 
Church,  the  Committee  find  it  necessary  to  put  upon  record— -^r^,  that 
his  Bill  has  not  been  introduced  at  the  solicitation  of  the  Free  Church ; 
secondy  that  the  proposed  re-arrangement  of  the  burden  of  Church  Rates 
is  not  what  was  asked  for  by  them ;  third,  that  the  exemption  of  Ministers 
from  the  incidence  of  this  tax  is  entirely  disapproved  of  by  them ;  and 
farther,  that  tlie  passing  of  his  Bill  will  not  settle  the  question. 

A.  H.  COWAN,  Convener. 


Nd,  XXXVI. 


$xtt  C^urrl^  0f  Srntlanlr. 


TABULAR   ABSTRACTS 


OF   THE 


SUMS  CONTRIBUTED  YEARLY  TO  THE  VARIOUS 
FUNDS  AND  SCHEMES  OF  THE  CHURCH 


DURING  THE  THIRTY-ONE  YEARS  FROM  THE  DISRUPTION  TO 

1873-74  INCLUSIVE, 


WITH   REMARKS  THEREON 

BY  THE  CONVENER  OP  THE  FINANCE  COMMITTEE. 


BMBRACINO  THE  ACCOUNTS  DOWN  TO  Z\n  MARCH  1874. 


MAY  1876. 


EDINBURGH :   THOMAS  AND  ARCHIBALD  CONSTABLE, 

PBINTKB8  TO  THE  QX7EEK,  AND  TO  THE  UNIVERSITY. 

1876. 


XXVI. 
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TABULAR  ABSTRACTS. 


TABUS  Vn.— mOHLANDR  AND  I8LAin>& 

Suina  oontribated  yearly  daring  the  Thirty-one  years  from  the  Diamption  to  1873-74 

indosiTe,  for  the  HiGHLAinw  and  Islands. 


1843-44^ 

Bom  h  Batherlaad 

Relief 
1S44-45, 
1845-46,      .     .     . 

1846,47,  »g£Sl  I 

1847-48,     .    .    . 
1848-49,     .    .    . 


1849-50, 
1850-51, 
1851-62, 
1852-53, 
1853-54» 


185466, 
1855-66, 
1856-57, 
1857-68, 
1858-69, 


1859-60, 
1860-61, 
1861-62, 
1862-63, 
1863-64, 


1864-66, 
1865-66, 
1866-67, 
186768, 
1868-69, 


186970, 
1870-71, 
1871-72, 
1872-73, 
1873-74, 


Oollectioiia. 


1. 


£2,219    8    7 


4^224  0  2 
3,476  8  10 
3,30712    4 


8,208    1    1 
2,836*8    9 


2,801  13    7 

19    9    4 

3,192    6    3 

6  14.  6 

3,024    5    3 


20    4  0 

3,084  16  9 

19  14  3 

2,902    1  3 

361  17  7 


2,999  16  5 
19    1    7 

3,102  0  11 
38    6    8 

3,033    7  10 


43,896  13  10 


Donatiotui, 

Interest,  and 

MiscelUneooA. 


£40  4  1 


64  10  8 


16,769  8  1 

90  0  0 
74  0  0 


817  13  8 
918  0  11 
321  11  9 
291  7  0 
636  19  8 


218  0  2 

249  19  6 

667  1  9 

671  17  4 

302  3  6 


368  8  7 
302  6  7 
496  2  11 
368  13  6 
383  6  0 


1,033  11  11 
929  16  0 
982  17  11- 
632  4  1 
888  13  6 


769  16  10 

1,621  1  4 

923  10  10 

884  10  7 

1.063  8  9 


32,660  6  3 


LogaciM. 


8. 


£146  19  10 

206  1  6 

36  7  8 

39  4  0 

122  10  0 


169  9  0 


783  3  10 
808  16  7 


242  14  10 

843  13  1 

294  6  6 

48  16  2 

86  8  0 


914  4  6 

268  7  9 

299  17  7 

622  16  3 

89  6  7 


1,126  18  11 

990  19  7 

1,360    0  6 

966  13  9 

432  17  8 


Endowment 
Fond  and 
Interest 


£364  16  8 
203  3  2 


863  16  10 
102  14  4 
87  12  3 
197  19  5 
600  6  10 


1,227  10  10 

226  13  8 

97  9  2 

129  9  2 

116  6  10 


97  1  7 

97  1  0 

34  9  4 

1,418  11  4 

69  0  6 


10,269  12  0 


6.912  1  11 


TOTAU 


6. 


£2,269  12  8 


64  10  8 


16,769  8  1 

90  0  0 
74  0  0 
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1,124  2  5 
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218  0  2 
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1,314  3  2 
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4,498  12  2 
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4,186  9  9 

1,465  3  6 


4,983  13  9 

2,628  3  6 

6,410  1  7 

3,307  2  4 

4,688  14  9 


92,627  14  0 
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TABLE  ZVL — OBNBRAL  8U8TB1ITATI0V  FDHD. 
AIDGIVING  CJONGREGATIONa 

Table  showing  the  Number  of  Gokobboations  oontributiiig  at  and  above  £I5f}, 
the  Amouitt  of  their  (Contributions,  and  the  Excess  thereof  over  and 
above  the  Amount  of  Equal  Dividend  drawn  by  them. 


Number 

Amount  of  Contri- 

Amount of 

Year. 

of  Con- 

butions  to  Genenl 

EquAl  Dividend 

KZCRSL 

gregatioQA. 

Snstentation  Fund. 

drawn  out 

1845-46,       . 

92 

£33,030  18    0 

£11,224    0 

0 

£21,806  18   0 

1846-47,       . 

104 

35,562  14    0 

12,480    0 

0 

23,082  14   0 

1847-48,       . 

111 

40,320    0    0 

14,208    0 

0 

26,112    0  0 

1848-49,       . 

116 

40,416    0    0 

14,162    0 

0 

26,264    0   0 

1849-50,       . 

112 

40,113    8    0 

13,776    0 

0 

26,337    8   0 

1850-51,       . 

120 

42,404  18    0 

14,760    0 

0 

27,644  18   0 

1851-52,       . 

113 

41,419  14    0 

13,786    0 

0 

27.633  14   U 

1852-53,       . 

114 

40,515    8    0 

13.794    0 

0 

26,721    8   0 

1853-54,       . 

117 

41,621  16    0 

13,923    0 

0 

27,698  16   0 

1854-66,       . 

131 

47.199  14    0 

17,292    0 

0 

29,907  14   0 

1855-56,       . 

158 

65,213    2    0 

22.120    0 

0 

33,093    2   0 

1856-57,       . 

162 

65,028  16    4 

22,366    0 

0 

32,672  16   4 

1867-58,       . 

154 

52,574  16    8 

21,262    0 

0 

31,322  15   S 

1858-59,       . 

162 

63,683  16  11 

22,366    0 

0 

31,227  16  11 

1859-60,       . 

170 

64,016    2    0 

22,950    0 

0 

31,065    2   0 

1860-61,       . 

182 

66,477  13  11 

25,116    0 

0 

31,361  13  11 

1861-62,       . 

177 

66,947  10    6 

24,249    0 

0 

31,698  10   6 

1862-63,       . 

181 

66,602  16  11 

24,797    0 

0 

31,805  15  11 

1863-64^       . 

190 

68,134    4    6 

26,220    0 

0 

31.914  .4   6 

1864-65,       . 

190 

67,489  16    7 

27,360    0 

0 

30,129  15    7 

1865-66,       . 

203 

60,619    3    8 

29,029    0 

0 

31,590    3   8 

1866-67,       . 

209 

61,434  13  11 

30,096    0 

0 

31,338  13  11 

1867-68,       .     .  . 

249 

71,134  18    3 

37,360    0 

0 

33,784  18   3 

186rf-69,       . 

253 

72,461  17    7 

37,960    0 

0 

34,611  17   7 

1869-70,       . 

258 

73,942  10    1 

38,700    0 

0 

36,242  10   1 

187071,       . 

261 

74,469  16    9 

39,160    0 

0 

36,319  16   9 

1871-72,       . 

266 

76,208    6    4 

39,900    0 

0 

35,306    6   4 

1872-73,       . 

268 

76,311    8    3 

40,200    0 

0 

36,111    8   3 

187374,       . 

303 

91,206    9    9 

46,460    0 

0 

45,756   9   9 

REMARKS  ON  THE  FOREGOING  ABSTRACTS. 


These  Abstracts  now  embrace  a  period  of  thirty-one  years,  and  afford 
materials  for  useful  conclusions  and  lessons ;  they  will  repay  attention. 
I  beg  to  submit  a  few  remarks  that  appear  on  the  surface. 

The  first  year  (1843-44)  comprehended  only  ten  months,  and  this  must 
be  borne  in  mind  in  examining  the  Abstracts. 

I.— BUILDING  FUNDS.    - 

While  the  Local  Building  Funds  (column  6)  show  the  steady  con- 
tinuance of  a  large  outlay  on  ecclesiastical  buildings,  in  part  for  extensive 
repairs  on  existing  churches  and  manses,  and  in  part  for  new  Church 
Extension  churches  and  manses,  the  General  Funds  (column  5)  show 
very  small  contributions  over  the  Church  generally  for  these  objects.  It 
is  deserving  of  the  serious  attention  of  the  Church  whether  more  should 
not  be  done. 


II.  AND  XVL— SUSTENTATION  FUND. 

The  General  Sustentation  Fund  has  continued  to  make  steady  progress, 
especially  the  portion  raised  through  Associations — the  amount  raised  by 
means  of  these  in  1873-74  being  more  than  double  the  amount  raised  in 
1844-45,  the  first  full  year  after  the  Disruption.  On  referring  to  columns 
Nos.  11  and  12  of  Table  III.,  it  will  be  observed  that  in  no  year  since 
1867  has  the  Equal  Dividend  receded,  and  that  in  the  last  year  it  has 
been  raised  to  £157,  while  in  each  year  there  has  been  a  Surplus  after 
providing  for  the  Equal  Dividend. 

In  the  Supplementary  Sustentation  Fund  (column  6),  the  amounts 
appearing  in  the  earlier  years,  and  a  part  of  the  receipts  of  1871-72,  have 
been  capitalised  and  invested  to  the  extent  of  £14,800 ;  and  the  amounts 
in  the  last  ten  yaars  consist  almost  wholly  of  the  income  arising  from  the 
investments,  which  is  expended  in  aiding  Church  Extension  Charges. 

The  Aged  and  Infirm  Ministers'  Fund  (column  7)  has  also  steadily 
increased.  The  column  devoted  to  this  Fund  embraces  the  whole  receipts, 
including  interest.  At  81st  March  1874,  £79,550  had  been  invested, 
and  donations  and  legacies  continue  to  be  added  to  capital 

Abstract  No.  XVL  is  less  perfect  than  I  would  like  it  to  be.  The 
amounts  of  Surplus  received  by  the  Congregations  embraced  in  the 
Table  should  have  been  given,  but  I  found  that  the  time  allotted  to 
preparing  this  more  complete  statement  was  not  sufficient. 
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III.— CONGREGATIONAL  FUND. 

This  Table  shows  that  while  our  Congregations  are  doing  well  for  the 
General  Sustentation  Fund,  they  are  also  attending  to  their  own  interests. 
It  is  to  be  specially  noted  that,  comparing  in  this  Table  the  years  1844-45 
and  1873-74,  the  Total  Congregational  Funds  (column  4)  have  been  more 
than  doubled,  and  the  same  remark  applies  to  the  Ministers'  Supplements 
(column  5). 


IV.— EDUCATION  FUND. 


Except  as  regards  the  Normal  Schools,  the  position  of  this  Fund  ih 
entirely  changed  by  the  passing  of  the  Education  Act;  but  as  seyerai 
obligations  still  require  to  be  provided  for,  it  is  hoped  that  a  sufficient 
amount  will  be  for  some  time  contributed  to  meet  these. 


v.— COLLEGE  FUNDS. 


This  Abstract  is  not  complete.  No  part  of  the  Funds  raised  for  the 
building  and  endowment  of  the  College  in  Glasgow  appears  in  it,  so  that 
it  is  confined  to  Funds  raised  for  the  Edinburgh  and  Aberdeen  Colleges, 
in  columns  Nos.  5  and  9. 

As  regards  the  Endowment  and  Building  Funds  (columns  5  and  9)  I 
have  to  observe  that  the  interest  included  therein  is  only  small  sums  that 
have  accrued  on  the  bank-account ;  the  interest  received  on  the  invest- 
ments for  Endowment  (column  5)  appears  under  the  General  Fund 
(column  3).  Of  the  whole  amount  raised,  there  was  at  31st  March  1874 
£52,230  invested. 

Of  the  Bursary  Fand  there  was  invested  at  31st  March  1874,  £23,860 
for  Bursaries,  and  £7000  for  the  Cunningham  Fellowship. 

Of  flie  Library  Fund,  a  sum  of  £2000  was  invested  at  31st  March  1874. 

The  Debt  on  the  Edinburgh  College  Building  Fund  at  3l8t  March 
1869  has  been  paid  o£f. 


VI— HOME  MISSION. 


I  have  again  to  remark  that,  while  this  Abstract  indicates  that  the 
interest  felt  in  the  Home  Mission  operations  of  the  Church  is  not  abated, 
it  cannot  be  said  to  show  increasing  interest. 

The  Funds  embraced  in  this  abstract  consist  only  of  those  placed  at  the 
disposal  of  the  Home  Mission  Committee.  The  portion  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Funds  (Abstract  III.)  applied  in  carrying  on  local  missionary  work 
is  not  shown. 


VII.— HIGHLANDS  AND  ISLANDS. 

The  same  remarks  apply  to  this  branch  of  Home  Mission  work. 

t 
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VIIL— COLONIES. 

The  extent  and  important  position  of  the  United  Presbyterian  Churches 
in  the  North  American  Dominion  and  New  South  Wales  have  rendered 
them  to  a  great  extent  independent  of  pecuniary  aid  from  this  country, 
thus  making  the  operations  of  the  Colonial  Committee  more  limited,  and 
the  means  required  not  so  large.  What  is  intrusted  to  the  Committee  is 
now  employed  in  the  support  of  the  ordinances  of  our  Church  at  Madeira, 
Cuibon,  Gibraltar,  Malta,  Odessa,  New  Zealand,  and  other  stations  in 
Surope  and  elsewhere. 


IX.— CONTINENT, 

While  the  Colonial  field  is  becoming  more  limited,  there  is  a  large  ex- 
tension of  the  field  of  labour  on  the  Continent,  now  so  much  more  open 
than  formerly,  and  the  increased  contributions  are  beneficially  employed. 


X.— FOREIGN  MISSIONS. 

This  Abstract  is  a  good  deal  complicated  by  the  numerous  special 
Funds  embraced  in  it.  On  the  whole,  it  indicates  continued  interest  in 
the  Foreign  Missions  of  the  Church ;  and  the  readiness  with  which  special 
Funds  have  been  raised  is  encouraging. 

Portions  of  the  funds  raised  for  the  Foreign  Missions  have  been  in- 
vested for  behoof  of  different  objects  connected  with  them.  At  31st 
March  1874  these  investments  amounted  to  £19,054,  whereof  £6000  was 
for  the  Gordon  Memorial  Mission;  £3980  was  for  the  Missionaries' 
Widows'  Scheme,  and  the  remainder  for  general  purposes. 


XL— JEWS. 


This  Abstract  indicates  a  revived  interest  in  the  scheme  for  the 
conversion  of  the  Jews.  A  considerable,  though  not  quite  adequate, 
fund  has  also  been  raised  for  buildings  at  Pesth  and  Constantinople. 


XII.  AND  XIII. — These  Abstracts  are  almost  entirely  recapitulations 
of  preceding  Abstracts,  and  while  they  afford  much  useful  information,  it 
is  unnecessary  that  I  should  make  any  additional  remarks  upon  Xhem. 
It  is  remarkable,  however,  that  the  annual  collections  of  the  Church, 
Abstract  XIII.,  show  almost  no  improvement  during  the  thirty- one  years.' 
36  c 
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XIV.— GENERAL  TRUSTEES  AND  MISCELLANEOUS. 

Reference  is  made  to  the  footnotes  appended  to  this  Abstract  as  aflford- 
ing  a  good  deal  of  information  relative  to  the  different  objects  for  which 
the  various  amounts  have  been  raised.  The  great  balk  of  the  fundi 
appearing  in  this  Abstract  (cols.  1,  2,  and  8)  were  only  temporarilj  in  the 
hands  of  the  Trustees,  and  have  been  applied  or  accounted  for  to  different 
Schemes.  At  31st  March  1869,  there  still  remained  £9000  of  invest- 
ments in  the  hands  of  the  Trustees,  the  interest  whereon  is  acconnted  for 
to  the  proper  Schemes. 


XV.— GENERAL  ABSTRACT. 

» 

This  is  a  recapitulation  in  a  short  form  of  the  preceding  Abstracta 

I  beg,  in  conclusion,  to  remark  that  the  Abstracts  now  submitted  em- 
brace only  the  funds  either  passing  through  the  hands  of  the  General 
Treasurer  of  the  Church,  or  through  the  Congregational  Treasurei^  and 
reported  to  him  by  regular  returns,  including  amongst  the  latter  contri- 
butions through  our  Missionaries. 

As  the  Widows'  and  Orphans'  Scheme  of  the  Free  Charoh  is  under 
separate  management,  the  funds  raised  under  it  do  not  appear  in  the 
Abstracts. 

This  Fund  is  raised  almost  wholly  t)y  the  minbters  themselves.  The 
annual  rate  is  £7,  with  a  small  extra  tax  for  age  at  entry  and  for  mar- 
riage.    At  31st  March  1874  :— 

The  funds  had  accumulated,  after  paying  all  claims  on  it,  to  J£194,7d2l 

There  were  934  members. 

There  were  105  widows. 

The  annuity  payable  to  each  widow  was  £42. 

The  annuities  to  the  orphan  children  were  £15,  if  the  father  only  was 

dead,  and  £22, 10s.  if  both  father  and  mother  were  dead. 
There  were  114  orphans  drawing  the  smaller  annuity,  and  26  orphans 

drawing  the  larger  annuity. 
The  annuities  to  orphans  cease  on  their  attaining  the  age  of  18. 
For  some  years  there  has  been  little  increase  in  the  number  of  orphans, 

owing  to  their  passing  as  rapidly  off  by  attaining  the  age  of  IS  i^ 

new  orphans  come  on. 

These  short  and  superficial  remarks  are  humbly  submitted  by 

WILLIAM  WOOD.  Convener, 
Edinburgh,  24tK  May  1876. 
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No.  zzxvn. 


Jfru  Cfettnl^  jof  Sx0tlanl>. 


REPORT  OF  PLATFORM  COMMITTEE 


ON 


THE    CASE  OF  FORTINGALL 


MAY    187  6. 


Thb  Committee  having  heard  Mr.  Gonnell,  and  conrndered  the  c&ae, 
find  that  no  material  alteration  has  taken  place  since  this  charge  was 
placed,  hy  the  Assembly  of  1878,  under  the  provisions  of  the  Act  YII.  of 
1872.  They  recommend  that  it  be  now  placed  under  the  provisions  of 
Act  Vni.  of  1875,  which  has  been  substituted  for  that  of  1872. 
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REPORT  OF  COMMISSION 


FOR 


QUmQUENmAL  VISITATION  OF  THE 

NEW   COLLEGE. 


MAY    1876. 


EDINBURGH :  THOMAS  AND  ARCHIBALD  CONSTABLE, 

PRINTERS  TO  THE  QUEEN,  AND  TO  THE  UNIVERSITY. 

1876. 


KBFORT  OF 


>•)'•    I   -^.Ul 


FOB 


xu 


QUINQUENNIAL  VISITATION  OF  THE  NEW  COLLEGE 


MEMBERS. 


MINISTERS. 


Dr.  J.  J.  WOOD. 
Dr.  JOHN  NELSON. 
Dr.  ADAM. 
Dr.  BEITH. 
Dr.  KENNEDY. 


Dr.  WILSON. 
Mr.  RALPH  SMITH. 
Mr.  JOHN  LAIRD. 
Mr.  WALTER  WOOD. 


ELDERS. 


Mr.  WILLIAM  KIDSTON. 
Dr.  GEORGE  SMITH 
Sheri^  CAMPBELL. 
Mr.  WILLIAM  HENDERSON. 


Mr.  p.  D.  swan. 

Mr.  EDWARD  CAIRD. 

Mr.  JOHN  WIIiSON. 

Mr.  THOMAS  M'MICKING. 


^L.  QUINQUEimiAL  YIBITATION  OF  THE  NEW  COLLEGB. 


REPORT. 

As  had  been  previously  arranged  with  the  Senatns,  the  Visitors  met  in 
the  New  College  on  the  29th  day  of  February  last.  Certain  heads  of 
inquiry  had  been  previously  sent  to  the  Principal  and  Professors,  with  a 
view  to  obtain  detailed  information  on  matters  connected  with  the  College 
Buildings,  Funds,  and  Property,  the  Library,  and  the  work  of  the  Pro- 
fessors and  Students.  These  will  be  found  at  the  commencement  of  the 
Appendix. 

After  a  brief  conference  as  to  the  mode  of  procedure,  the  Visitors  spent 
two  hours  in  visiting  the  various  Classes,  and  in  inspecting  the  Library 
and  Museum. 

Thereafter  they  met  with  the  whole  body  of  the  Students,  and  received 
from  them  a  statement  in  answer  to  queries  which  had  been  sent  regard- 
ing the  means  adopted  by  them  for  self-culture  and  preparation  for  the 
work  of  the  ministry.  The  answers  to  these  will  be  found  in  page  17, 
and  they  cannot  fail  to  be  gratifying  to  the  Church,  as  indicating  a  spirit 
of  healthful  vitality  and  interest  in  their  proposed  life-work. 

The  Visitors  also  invited  the  Students  to  make  any  suggestions  which 
might  have  occurred  to  them  in  regard  to  matters  connected  with  their 
/course  of  study,  and  in  answer  to  this  invitation  a  series  of  resolutions 
which  had  been  agreed  to  at  a  meeting  held  by  them  was  read  by  one  of 
their  number,  which  the  Visitors  agreed  to  consider,  and  to  bring  under 
the  notice  of  the  Senatus.  The  Students  were  thereafter  addressed  by 
.some  of  the  Visitors. 

The  Visitors,  thereafter,  met  with  the  Senatus,  when  statements 
previously  prepared  by  the  several  Professors  were  given  in.  '  These  will 
be  found  in  the  Appendix  ;  and  to  them  the  Visitors  refer  for  full  informa- 
tion in  regard  to  all  the  matters  which  were  subjects  of  inquiry.  The 
Visitors  also  laid  before  the  Senatus  the  matters  embraced  in  the  resolu- 
tions by  the  Students  which  had  been  submitted  to  them. 

The  Visitors  do  not  think  it  necessary  to  advert  specially  to  all  the 
matters  embraced  in  the  statements  submitted  to  them.  There  are  some 
of  these,  however,  to  which  the  attention  of  the  Greneral  Assembly  is 
especially  invited. 

1.  College  Buildings. — These  are  now  happily  free  of  debt :  but  it  is 
very  important  to,  keep  in  view  what  the  Senatus  suggest,  as  to  the  pro- 
viding of  a  more  suitable  Hall  than  is  at  present  possessed  for  aggregate 
meetings  of  Students,  and  other  purposes.  This,  although  not  immedi- 
ately urgent,  should  not  be  lost  sight  of  as  a  most  desirable  addition. 

2.  Endowments, — These,  so  far  as  Bursaries  are  concerned,  are  very 
ample  ;  but  much  remains  to  be  done  in  providing  adequate  Endowments 


4  SEFORT  OF  C03IM1SSI0N  FOK  XL 

for  the  Professors,  and  it  greatly  concenis  the  highest  interests  of  the 
Chnrch  that  this  should  be  dilligentlj  prosecuted. 

3.  Library. — ^Immediate  attention  is  necessary  to  provide  an  Endotr- 
ment  for  the  salary  of  a  Librarian.  With  the  fonds  already  obtaioed,  t 
further  sum  of  about  £1500  would  be  sufficient  to  meet  the  present  need* 
and  It  should  not  be  difficult  to  raise  this  sum. 

4.  Students. — ^The  Visitors  have  been  much  gratified  by  the  establish- 
ment of  a  dining-hall  for  the  Students,  and  by  the  whole  arrangemcDts 
connected  with  it.  This  is  an  establishment  which  in  many  ways  is  fitted 
to  be  beneficial.  In  order  to  make  it  all  that  can  be  desired,  a  farther 
endowment  of  about  £2000  is  required.  In  regard  to  the  resolations 
agreed  to  by  the  Students,  the  Visitors  think  that  they  have  exbaostei 
the  duty  devolving  upon  them  by  haviog  laid  them  before  the  Senatos, 
and  by  transmitting  them  to  the  College  Committee,  and  to  the  Examina- 
tion Board.  They  chiefly  relato  to  the  course  of  study,  and  to  arrange- 
ments which  they  deem  might  prove  more  satisfactory  than  those  at 
present  in  force.  Unless  such  questions  are  raised  in  Presbyteries  with  a 
view  to  the  consideration  of  the  General  Assembly,  the  Visitors  are  of 
opinion  that  the  Senatus,  the  College  Committee,  and  the  Examination 
Board,  are  the  proper  parties  to  originate  such  proposals,  and  to  recom- 
mend them.  The  Visitors  were  much  pleased  with  the  large  attendance 
of  Students,  and  with  the  general  intelligence  and  interest  in  their  work 
manifested  by  them. 

5.  Professors, — It  will  be  observed  that  in  the  statements  by  the  Pro- 
fessors, there  are  two  proposals  affecting  the  present  curriculum :  one  bj 
Dr.  Davidson,  that  the  study  of  Hebrew  and  Old  Testament  Exegesis 
should  be  extended  over  three  years,  and  another  by  Dr.  Duff,  that  the 
subject  of  Evangelistic  Theology  should  form  part  of  the  exit  examination, 
and  that  the  teaching  of  this  subject  should  be  extended  over  the  whole 
Session.  The  Visitors  do  not  consider  that  they  are  the  proper  parties  to 
make  any  recommendation  on  these  matters,  and  content  themselves  with 
making  them  known  in  this  way  to  the  Chnrch  at  large. 

The  Visitors,  in  conclusion,  may  say  that  they  have  had  veiy  great 
satisfaction  in  discharging  the  duty  assigned  them,  and  that  they  are  of 
opinion,  from  what  they  have  seen  and  heard,  that  the  Church  and  the 
General  Assembly  have  great  reason  for  thankfulness  that  they  have  an 
Institution  so  vigorous,  so  well  equipped,  and  yielding  such  satisfactory 
results  as  the  New  College. 

WILLIAM  WILSON,  C<mvener. 


XL.  QUINQUEMNUL  VISITATION  OV  THE  KEW  COLLEGE. 


APPENDIX. 

Senate  Hall,  New  Colleob, 
29th  February  1876.     Half-past  Ten  o'clock  A.M. 

I.  The  Quinquennial  Visitation  CommiBsion  met  as  above,  when  there 
were  present:  Dr.  AVilson,  Dr.  Beith,  Dr.  Adam,  Dr.  J.  Nelson,  Mr. 
John  Laird,  Mr.  Ralph  Smith,  Ministers.  Sheriff  Campbell,  Dr.  George 
Smith,  Mr.  P.  D.  Swan,  Mr.  E.  Caird,  Mr.  John  Wilson,  and  Mr.  T. 
M'Micking.  All  the  members  of  Senatus  were  present  except  Professor 
Smeaton,  who  was  absent  from  illness. 

The  meeting  was  opened  with  prayer. 

Tlie  Convener  stated  that  the  following  Heads  of  Inquiry  had  been  sent 
to  the  members  of  the  Commission,  and  to  the  Principal  and  Professors: — 

I.  Buildings. — Debt,  if  any  1  In  whom  vested  ?  In  what  state  of  repair  ? 
Any  additional  building  needed?  Insured?  and  to  what  amount?  Provision, 
if  any,  for  maintaining  buildings  ?     Title-deeds,  in  whose  custody  ? 

II.  Funch  administered  by  the  Senaius. — Amount?  How  invested?  Account 
kept  ?     Is  it  sent  to  Finance  Committee,  and  published  ? 

HI.  EndotomerUs. — (1.)  For  Professors'  salaries?  Amount?  How  invested? 
How  applied?  (2,)  For  Students — bursaries  or  scholarships ?  Amount?  How 
invested?  How  administered?  (3.)  For  Library — amount?  How  invested? 
(4.)  Other  Endowments  ? 

IV.  Library. — Number  of  books  ?  Number  added  during  last  five  years  ?  Cost 
of  maiutenance  annually — for  binding  ?  For  Librarian's  salary  ?  For  new  books  ? 
Printed  catalogue  ?     Access  allowed  to  ministers  and  others  ? 

V.  Professors. — Course  of  instruction  ?  How  many  hours  in  each  class  weekly 
^iven  to  lecturing  ?  How  many  to  oral  examinations  ?  To  written  examinations  ? 
To  examination  in  text-books?  To  the  reading  of  essays  or  discourses  by 
students  ?     Desiderata. 

VI.  Students. — Number  each  year  since  last  visitation?  What  societies  for 
mutual  improvement?  To  what  extent  employed  in  missionary  work?  In 
preaching  to  congregations  ?  Means  in  operation  indicating  and  cherishing 
spiritual  life  ?     Desiderata. 

VII.  Free  Church  Students  at  the  University, — Any  superintendence  exercised 
over  them  ? 

Arrangements  were  made  for  visiting  the  several  classes,  meeting  with 
the  Students,  inspecting  the  Museum  and  Library,  and  conferring  with 
the  Senatus. 

At  Three  o'clock  the  Commission  again  met  with  the  Senatus,  when 
the  following  Statements  were  received  : — 

• 

Memorandum  by  Dr.  Duns  on  the  part  of  the  Senatus. 
Statement  by  Dr.  Blaikie. 

„  Professor  Macgregor. 

,,  Dr.  Davidson. 

„  Dr.  Rainy. 

„  Dr.  Smeaton. 

„  Dr.  Duflf. 

„  Dr.  Duns. 

„  Students. 

„  Mr.  John  Macdonald. 
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After  Conference,  it  was  agreed  to  meet  in  the  Senate  Hall,  New  College^ 
on  Tneadaj,.  the  2lBt  March,  at  Three  o'clock. 
The  meeting  was  closed  with  prayer. 

Nkw  Collsge,  Senate  Hall, 
March  21,  1876. 

The  Quinquennial  Visitation  Commission  met  as  above,  when  there 
were  present :  Dr.  Wilson,  Convener,  in  the  Chair,  Dr.  Beitb,  Mr.  Walter 
Wood,  Mr.  John  Laird,  Dr.  Adam,  and  Mr.  Balph  Smith,  Minuten, 
Sheriff  Campbell,  Mr.  F.  D.  Swan,  Dr.  O.  Smith,  and  Mr.  T.  M'Micking, 
Elders. 

The  meeting  was  opened  with  prayer. 

After  deliberation,  the  Report  to  the  General  Assembly  was  approved 
of,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


II.  MEMOBANDUM  by  Dr.  Dums  on  ths  part  of  the  Senatus  for 
THE  Commission  on  the  Quinquennial  Visitation  of  the  Kk^ 
College,  29M  February  1871. 

COLLEGE  BUILDINGS. 

No  debt.  Invested  in  the  General  Tmsteea.  Good  state  of  repair.  Title- 
deeds  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Macdonald.  The  College  Bnildings  are  insnred  for 
£12,200;  the  Library  and  Museum  for  £5000.  The  College  Financial  BoanV 
charges  itself  with  the  maintenance  of  the  Baildiogs. 

These  sums  were  probably  fixed  at  an  early  period  of  the  history  of  the  College. 
Considering  the  expense  which  would  necessarily  be  incurred  in  replacing  the 
buildings,  if  destroyed,  and  the  very  great  and  growing  yalue  of  the  library  and 
museum,  the  Senatus  think  that  these  siuns  should  be  reconsidered  with  a  view 
to  their  being  increased,  and  have  made  a  suggestion  to  that  effect  in  the  proper 
quarter. 

In  connection  with  the  subject  of  College  Buildings,  the  Senatus  beg  to  notice 
that  the  Common  Hall,  besides  being  the  place  in  which  all  important  College 
meetings  are  held,  is  used  daily  both  as  a  reading-room  for  the  Students  and  as  s 
.dining-hall.  Considerable  inconvenience  arises  from  these  circnmstancea.  The 
Senatus  think  it  desirable  to  keep  in  view  the  object  of,  in  due  time,  erecting  a 
separate  hall  for  some  of  the  purposes  referred  to,  whidi  ought  also  to  be  more 
academic  in  style  than  the  room  in  use  at  present,  and  better  fitted  for  the  display 
of  valuable  busts  and  pictures  which  the  College  is  gradually  acquiring.  Tliifl  is 
Aot  an  object  which  it  would  be  reasonable  to  press  upon  the  Church  at  large ; 
but  liberal  friends  of  the  College  may  possibly  find  a  satisfaction  in  adding  in  this 
way  to  its  equipment,  and  to  the  beauty  and  dignity  of  the  buildings,  which 
already  invest  it  with  attractive  associations  in  the  minds  of  all  who  have  studied 
there. 

FUNDS. 

A  correct  state  of  the  funds,  with  the  details  of  income  and  expenditure,  ia 
given  by  the  Treasurer  (which  see,  p.  18). 

Two  branches  of  income  and  expenditure,  vix.,  the  dining-hall  and  the  library, 
have  never  been  sent  to  the  Finance  Committee.  The  accounts  of  the  dining-hall 
are  audited  by  the  Committee  in  charge,  those  of  the  library  by  the  Senatna  In 
the  opinion  of  the  Senatus,  it  would  be  well  that  both  branches  should  be  rego> 
^%t\y  brought  under  the  view  of  the  Finance  Committee. 
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STUDENTS. 

The  following  list  shows  the  number  of  Students  since  last  visitation  : — 
1871-72 119 


1872-73 
1873-74 
1874-75 
1876-76 


114 
112 
117 
126 


SGHOLABSHIPS. 

The  following  is  the  list  of  the  Candidates  for  Scholarships  since  1 870-7 1»  and 
the  number  of  awards  :— 


I.TBAB. 

III.  YSAB. 

MTLIiSB. 

Candidates.  Awards. 

Candidates.       Awards. 

Candidates.       Awards. 

1871-72       10            6 

10                  7 

10                 2 

1872-r3       10            6 

11                10 

11                 2 

1873-74       10            5 

9               7 

6                2 

1874-75         7            3 

10              10 

6                2 

1875-76         4            4 

7               7 

6                2 

DAVIDSON  BURSARIES. 
These  Bursaries  are  ten  in  nimiber,  and  are  awarded  without  competition : — 


I.  Tear. 

II.  Tear. 

III.  Tear. 

IV,  Tear. 

1873-74 

• 

4 

2 

1 

3 

1874-75 

• 

•           • . . 

2 

4 

4 

1875-76 

• 

•           ... 

2 

4 

4 

The  Misses  Davidson,  4  N.  Manor  Place,  Edinburgh,  in  terms  of  a  wish 
expressed  by  their  brother,  the  late  David  Davidson  of  Strath,  Caithness,  executed 
a  deed  in  1873,  conveying  to  trustees  the  sum  of  j£5600  for  Bursaries  to  Students 
of  Divinity,  of  limited  means,  attending  the  New  College ;  such  Bursaries  to  be 
not  less  than  ten,  or  more  than  fourteen  ;  one-half  for  Students  residing  in,  or  con- 
nected with.  Highland  parishes,  the  other  half  for  Students  connected  with  the 
Lowlands.  Students  of  the  former  class  are  nominated  by  Dr.  John  Kennedy  of 
Dingwall,  and  those  of  the  latter  class  by  the  Principal  of  the  New  College. 


FORSYTH  SCHOLARSHIP. 

For  Students  <^  the  Second  Year  in  Theology, — The  Forsyth  Scholarship  consists 
of  the  interest  of  £1000  (about  £40  per  annum),  bequeathed  by  the  late  Miss 
Catherine  Forsyth,  Institution  Road,  Elgin,  "  for  a  Scholarship  in  the  New  College, 
in  memory  of  the  late  Mr.  Isaac  Forsyth,  her  father,  and  Mr.  Joseph  Forsyth,  her 
uncle.''  This  scholarship,  tenable  for  three  successive  years,  is  open  to  Students 
who  have  completed  their  First  Session  at  the  New  College.  It  was  competed 
for  at  the  beginning  of  the  present  Session  by  three  students,  to  one  of  whom  it 
was  awarded. 
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The  following  Table  sapplies  all  tlie 


« __« 

ScBOLamniM.           | 

No. 

Teax. 

Founder. 

How  InTeeted. 

ATefc«p 
Yearly 

\ 

ForhfOfwaaaj  i 

so 

Return. 

Kwaber. 

yeentobe    \ 

1 

■^ 

wi(9«d. 

1846. 

An  Anonjmotts  Friend. 

£1S00 

Ballw.  Shares. 

£48 

0 

0 

Not  specified. 

Botspedfied.    ' 

2 

1848. 

Mn.     J.     M'Calloeh     or 

600 

Feu-Dutlee. 

29 

1  10 

Two. 

AtdieoMiea 

Coutta,  widow  of  Rev. 

of  Patroaa    ' 

Robert  Cuutta,  Brechin. 

3 

■  • 

Alex.  M'OUl  (Greenock). 

200 

Ballw.  Sharea 

10 

6  10 

Onei 

Ditto. 

1 

4 

1849. 

WiUiam    Macfie,  Esq.   of 
LanghonM. 

500 

Ditto. 

14 

8 

0 

Oae^ 

TwoTeea.    ; 

1 

5 

1860. 

Urf.  Helen  Annstrong  or 
Wright,  widow  of  Rer. 
Dr.  O.  Wright,  Sarling. 

500 

Heritable 
Security. 

20 

0 

0 

At  dfsn«ii<m 
of  Patroo9. 

Atdiseretioa    ' 
ofFairoaa     i 

6 

•  • 

A    Friend  (T.    Chalmers, 
Teacher,  8t  Fergus). 

200 

Raihr.  Shares. 

10 

0 

0 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

1 

7 

1852. 

J.  A.  Bankln.EKi. 

500 

Ditto. 

20 

0 

0 

OnoL 

Ditta        i 

1 

8 

1853. 

Mn.  Uary  Dlnaiddfe.  re- 
lict  of   Laurence   Din- 
widdle, Ola^ow. 

200 

Ditto. 

10 

0 

0 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

1 

9 

•  • 

The  Congregation  of  ReT. 
Dr.    Henry    Grey    (Sk 
Hary'e,  Edinburgh). 

500 

Ditto. 

20 

0 

0 

At  discretion 
of  Patrcns. 

Ditto. 

10 

1855. 

Mrs.  J.   Hog   or    Shield, 
relict  of  Mr.  Shield  of 
Goran,  Renfrew,  and  her 
siater,  Miss  M.  Hog. 

500 

Ditto. 

20 

0 

0 

Onei 

Four. 

1 

1 

11 

■  ■ 

Robert   Stiriing,    Bsq.   of 

268 

Ditto. 

12  10 

0 

One  or  Two. 

STone  ipedified  , 

1 

Leek,  in  Staiford. 

12 

1856. 

George   Buchan,   Ki<q.    of 
Kelloe. 

500 

Ditto. 

20 

0 

0 

None  specified 

None  ipedficd.  ; 

13 

■  • 

J.    £\TiDg,    Esq.   (Strath- 
leven). 

2250 

Heritable 
Security. 

90 

0 

ot 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

14 

1858. 

W.  Wbyte,  B8q.(Bookaeller). 

1500 

8  per  cent 
Government 
Stock. 

20 

3 

4 

One  or  more, 
not  less  than 
£15.  nor  more 
than  £18. 

Four. 

1 

16 

•  ■ 

Sundries. 

182 

Railw.  Shares. 

f 

0 

0 

At  discretion 
of  Senatna 

AtdiaeretioB 
«f8caakaa 

16 

1862. 

W.  Binny  Webster,  Esq. 

<000 

Debentnree 

800 

0 

0 

Two  or  mora. 
9k%  the  Fund 

For  Two  Team 

on  Australian 

and  One  Tear.  < 

Railway. 

aBows.  £100 
each. 

17 

1850. 

Donald     M'Laren,     Esq. 

5000 

(  Heritable 
(     Security. 

2C0 

0 

0" 

None 

KoiM»ped6ed 

* 

(Callander.) 

4500 

180 

0 

0 

specified. 

1 
( 

18 

1861. 

Henry  Miller,  Baq.,  Lon- 
don. 

6000 

Property 
nearBlgg^. 

230 

0 

0 

• 

Four 
at£40ea^ 

Two. 

19 

1865. 

James  Hamilton,  Esq.,  and 

The 

•■ 

150 

0 

0 

Two,  one  ai 

Voimevethaa 

► 

Lady  Maxy  Hamilton. 

balance 

£50,  and  one 

Two.    FocFiist 

of 

at  £100. 

and  Third  Tsar. 

Ibeir 

£ 

estate. 

29,970 

£1460 

8 

T 

*  Of  tbeoe  sums  a  proportion  is  giren  by  the  Tmsteea  to  Normal  Sehool  Stadsofis, 
t  Divided  proportJonally  among  the  three  Colleges  at  Edinburgh,  Olaagow,  and    ' 


to 
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information  required  regarding  Scholarships ; — 


Patrons. 


Not  ipedfled. 
Senatua. 


Ditto. 

Mr.  Macfie,  hii  Hein 
and  their  Nominees. 


The  Sen&tos,  as  coming 
In  place  of  the  Bursary 
Cummittee. 
.  Ditto. 

Ditto. 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 


The  Senatus,  as  coming 
in  place  of  the  fiur- 
fary    Com.    aiiVl    the 

•    Rentnw  Kirk-Sess. 

None  specified. 

The  General  Assembly, 

now  the  Senatos. 
None  specified. 


Jlr.  Wbyte's  Trustees, 
ond  when  these  are 
reduced  to  three,  the 
Theological  Faculty. 

The  Siinatos. 

The  Senatos. 


Trustees  of 
Itlr.  H'Laren. 


Lord  ProToet  of   Edin- 
buTjjh  and  Senatus. 


The  Theological  Faculty 
and  three  Ministers  of 
Edin.  Presbytery.  • 


ProTisions^  Conditions,  Bemarks,  ftc. 


None. 

For  Dirinity  Stndcnta  of  decided  piety  proposing  to  enter  the  Hall  of  the  Free 
Church  College,  Edinburgh.  Founded  by  Deed  of  MortifisaUon,  dated  16th 
August  and  recorded  6lh  December  1848. 

For  the  benefit  of  existing,  end  the  promotion  of  additional  Bursaries,  as  stated  in 
Letter  to  Treasurer,  21st  NoTember  1848. 

For  educating  a  Student,  qualified  according  to  the  laws  of  the  Church,  at  the 
New  College,  Edinburgh.  To  be  called  "Thi  Macfib  Scholaebrif.'*  Com- 
municated by  Ht.  Macfie  to  the  General  Trustees  of  the  Church,  13th  May  1850. 
Vacancies  are  to  be  intimated  to  Patron*. 

For  education  of  pious  young  men  for  the  ministry.  Founded  by  Trust-Deed, 
dated  26th  September  1849,  and  recorded  9th  September  1850. 

No  specific  conditions.  The  sum  "Was  paid  to  the  Treasurer  by  Mr.  Chalmers, 
10  be  invested  for  Scholarships,  on  12ih  AprU  1850. 

For  a  Student  In  the  New  CoUege  proaecuting^his  studies  for  the  ministry.  To  be 
called  "Thb  Kaskis  Bdbsakt."  Name  of  successful  candidate  to  be  com- 
municated to  Mr.  Rankin.    Founded  by  Letter  to  Treasurer,  3d  August  1852. 

For  educating  a  poor  pious  young  man  for  the  ministry.  Fonnded  by  Trust-Dis- 
position, dated  28ih  December  1842,  and  recorded  13th  Aueust  1859.  The 
money  vested  in  the  General  Trustees,  by  Deed  dated  81  st  March  1853. 

To  be  called  "Thb  Gbbt  ScaoLABsnip."  Founded  by  Letter  to  Dr.  Cunning- 
ham, 17th  June  1858. 

For  rostentation  of  some  talented  and  pious  young  man  for  the  ministry.  One 
from  Renfrew  Free  Church  Congrei^tlon  to  be  preferred.  Founded  by  Mutual 
Disposition,  dated  30th  January  1846,  and  Codicil  12th  October  1853. 

To  awist  young  men  studying  for  the  ministry.    Founded  by  Codicil  to  Will,  duted 

lOth  April  1851.    Mr.  Stilling  died  on  27th  July  1855. 
To  be  appropriated  for  Bursaries  in  such  portions  as  shall  appear  to  the  Assembly 

beneficial  for  the  Interests  of  the  Church. 
For  educating  and  trailing  young  men  for  the  ministry  of  the  Free  Church. 

Founded  by  Deed  of  Settlement,  dated  9th  September  1844,  and  recorded  9th 

September  1853. 
To  educate  and  maintain  one  or  more  pious  youths  for  the  ministry,  to  be  examined 

by  the  Presbytery,  and  preference  to  be  given  to  names  of  Whyte,  Whytt, 

or  DsTidson.    Trust-deed,  dated  10th  May  1856.  and  registered  25th  May 

1858. 


For  Students  who  have  completed  the  four  yean'  curriculum  in  Edinburgh, 
passed  the  Examination  Board,  uid  stood  as  the  first  Seren  in  comparatiye 
merit  at  the  examination.  To  be  called  "Tbe  Cuhrikqbam  Fellowships." 
In  the  event  of  a  resignation  by  tbe  holder  of  two  yean,  there  may  be  three. 
Founded  by  Trust-Deed,  dated  7th,  and  recorded  24th  December  1861. 

Tbe  sum  of  £5000  for  Students  who  mean  to  become  schoolmasters,  ministers, 
or  missionaries  of  tbe  Free  Church,  and  attending  any  school  or  college  of 
the  Free  Church;  receiving  education  in  Scotland  for  two  yean  prcTious, 
but  with  a  preference  to  those  educated  at  Callander  and  Balquhidder. 
Founded  by  Letter  dated  5tb  April  1849.  The  £4500  on  all  the  above  condi- 
tions, eicept  as  to  the  preference.  Founded  by  Deed  of  Instructions,  18th 
April  1859. 

For  Students  of  limited  means  connected  with  the  Free  Church  who  have  attended 
one  Session  only  at  College,  and  are  entering  the  second  year  of  an  academical 
curriculum.  To  be  called  "Tni  Millbe  Scholabship."  Founded  by  Deed 
of  Instructions,  dated  29th  December  1851,  recorded  9th  January  1852,  and 
Letter,  making  alterations,  dated  23d  Jime,  and  recorded  11th  July  1863. 

£50  for  tbe  best  scholar  in  general  literature  and  science,  who  has  completed  st 
any  coU^e  the  curriculum  of  science  and  literature  required  by  the  Free 
Church;  and  £100  for  the  most  accomplished  Student  in  theology  and  its 
kindred  branches,  who  has  attended  two  yean  at  Divinity  Hall  In  Edinburgh, 
and  not  receiving  any  Borsary  or  reward  from  any  other  quarter.    Hamiltov 
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Callander  and  Balquhidder.    The  average  proportion  for  the  CoOege,  alter  deducting  taxes,  is  about  £200. 
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In  addition  to  these  there 

I.— Thx  Chalmsss  Book-Bursarus. 

The  interest  of  £1000,  the  gift  of  an  anonymous  donor  in  1855^  to  the  Col- 
lege Building  Fund,  and  hitherto  charged  to  that  Fund,  was  by  reqnesi  deyoted 
for  a  time  to  these  Bursaries.  When  last  year  this  sum  reverted  to  its  original 
purpose,  the  Senatns  made  prorisional  arrangements  for  awarding  three  Book- 
Borsaries,  value  £5  each,  and  it  hopes  to  continue  this  arrangement  without 
burdening  the  ordinary  College  Fund. 

11. — Tbe  MAcmB  Pbtzk. 

Towards  the  close  of  the  Session,  the  "  Macfie  Prixe,"  value  £5,  is  oompeted 
for  by  First  Yearns  Students,  who  have  taken  part  in  all  the  written  examina- 
tions of  the  Natural  Science  Class  during  the  Session.  This  Prise  was  founded 
by  Robert,  Claud,  John,  and  David  Johnstone  MacBe,  £squire8|  in  memory 
of  the  late  Mrs.  Macfie  of  Langhouse. 

DISCOURSES. 

The  SenatuB  begs  to  submit  to  the  Visitors  a  copy  of  the  regulationa  anent  the 
delivery  of-  the  two  "  Popular  "  Discourses,  adopted  unanimously  by  the  Senate 
on  25th  November  1870  :~ 

I.  One-half  of  the  Lectures  and  one-half  of  the  Sermons  shall  be  pnUidy 
delivered  as  parts  of  a  devotional  exercise,  or  diet  of  worship^  conducted  by  the 
lecturer  or  preacher ;  it  being  understood  that  the  students  of  the  third  year  who 
do  not  thus  deliver  Uieir  lectures  shall  deliver  their  sermons  in  this  maimer  during 
the  fourth  Session. 

IL  To  every  Discourse,  with  its  accompanying  service  of  prayer  and  praise, 
there  shall  be  tlevoted  an  hour,  with  the  reservation  of  not  more  than  ten  minutes 
for  the  remarks  of  the  Principal  or  Professor ;  it  being  understood  that  these 
remarks  shall  be  for  the  direction  and  encouragement  of  students  generally,  and 
that  any  requisite  criticisms  of  a  different  nature  shall  be  given  to  the  lecturer  or 
preacher  in  private. 

III.  The  hour  shall  be  a  Class  hour  ;  the  Professors,  with  the  excqitioii  of  Dr. 
Duff,  giving  four  hours  each  for  this  end.  And  the  hour  shall  be  One  o'clock  for 
sermons,  and  Twelve  o'clock  for  lectures,  on  Fridays,  and,  if  necessary,  on 
Mondays. 

IV.  Besides  the  attendance  of  the  Professors  who  may  be  able  to  be  present, 
the  attendance  of  Students  shall  be  required  according  to  the  following  arrange- 
ments : — 

1.  At  Twelve  o'clock  : — 

(1.)  (Dr.  Davidson  giving  up  his  Senior  Class.)^Second  and  Fourth  Tean' 

Students  to  attend. 
(2.)  (Dr.  Smeaton  giving  up  his  Senior  dsss.)— Third  and  Fourth  Years* 

Students  to  attend. 
(3.)  (Dr.  Duns  giving  up  his  Class.)^First  and  Fourth  Years'  Students  to 

attend. 

2.  At  One  o'clock  : — 

(1.)  (Dr.  Blaikie  giving  up  liis  Junior  Class.) — First  and  Second  Years* 

Students  to  attend. 
(2.)  (Dr.  Rainy  giving  up  his  Senior  Class.) — Second  and  Fourth  Years' 

Students  to  attend. 
(3.)  (Professor  Mac^gregor  giving  up  his  Senior  Claaa.)— Second  and  Third 

Years'  Students  to  attend. 

V.  The  Principal,  with  one  or  more  of  the  Professors,  is  appointed  to  meet  the 
students  of  the  four  years  in  their  respective  classes,  for  the  purpose  of  intimating 
and  explaining  the  new  plan,  with  a  view  to  secure  their  hearty  co-operation,  by 


XI.  QUIMQUEXMAL  VISITATION  OF  THE  MBW  COLLBGK.  H 

representiiig  to  them  the  uiuiDimoos  conviction  of  the  Professors  that  such  an 
introduction  to  the  great  work  of  their  future  lives  would  be  signally  advantageous 
to  the  students  and  the  Church. 

LIBRAEY. 

Since  the  report  submitted  to  last  Quinquennial  Visitation,  the  number  of  works 
in  the  library  has  gradually  been  increasing,  in  consequence  of  the  annual  expen- 
diture of  the  free  revenue,  and  also  in  consequence  of  donations,  not  numerous, 
but  highly  valued.  The  annual  incresse  since  last  visitation  has  been  about  four 
hundred  and  fifty  volumes  on  the  average.  Binding  has  received  special  attention, 
and  has  had  a  considerable  proportion  of  the  funds  dUotted  to  it ;  so  that  the  defects 
noticed  in  last  report  have,  to  a  considerable  extent,  been  remedied. 

The  time  will  by  and  by  arrive  when  some  method  of  increasing  the  accom- 
modation for  books  will  have  to  be  thought  of ;  but  the  matter  is  not  yet  urgent. 
Additions  to  the  shelving  will  require  to  be  made  this  summer. 

In  consequence  of  the  amount  of  labour  imposed  on  Mr.  Laing,  in  connection 
not  only  with  the  administration  of  the  library,  but  also  with  the  preservation 
and  arrangement  of  it,  the  Senatus  judged  it  necessary  to  supply  him  with  some 
efficient  assistance.  The  Rev.  James  Kennedy,  B.D.,  a  distinguished  student,  and 
Cunningham  Fellow  of  New  College,  was  induced  to  undertake  the  amount  of 
duty  required,  and  has  received  up  to  this  time  a  salary  of  £50.  The  Senatus 
would  gladly  be  enabled,  by  friends  of  the  Church  and  the  College,  to  make  the 
remuneration  more  adequate.  They  have  great  reason  to  be  satisfied  with  the 
results  of  this  arrangement.  It  has  worked  to  Mr.  Laing's  satisfaction,  and  has 
rendered  it  possible  to  provide  for  the  arrangement  of  the  library,  and  for  its 
business  details  generally,  far  more  comfortably  and  efficiently  than  before. 

Owing  to  an  increase  in  the  rate  of  interest,  arising  from  improved  investments, 
the  annual  income  of  the  library  from  endowment  is  now  £139.  The  payment  of 
10s.  annually  from  each  student  forms  a  fund  which,  after  payment  of  £30  to  the 
librarian,  is  administered  by  curators  elected  by  the  students,  under  the  superin- 
tendence of  the  Senatus. 

The  Senatus  attach  great  importance  to  a  more  liberal  provision  being  made 
for  the  library.  The  maintenance  of  its  character  and  efficiency  as  the  chief 
storehouse  of  theological  literature  connected  with  our  Church,  by  proper  supply 
of  deficiencies,  and  by  keeping  pace  with  theological  publications,  would  slone 
require  a  considerably  increased  annual  income.  But  besides  this,  increased 
expenditure  is  becoming  absolutely  necessary  in  the  way  of  salary.  The  Senatus 
cannot  possibly  feel  satisfaction  in  the  existing  arrangements,  and  they  foresee 
that  a  time  will  come,  when  they  must  at  all  hazards  increase  largely  the  amount 
expended  in  this  direction.  But  with  their  present  revenue,  the  efi'ect  will  be  to 
sweep  away  the  balance  hitherto  expended  on  books  and  binding.  They  can  only 
express  their  hope  that  the  visitors  may  see  some  way  of  calling  attention  efiec- 
tually  to  these  necessities. 

Ministers  desiring  to  read  regularly  may  do  so  at  the  same  rate  as  the  students. 
I.e.  by  payment  of  the  yearly  matriculation  fee  of  10s.  Those  who  wish  to  consult 
works  upon  special  subjects  which  interest  them,  are  in  practice  allowed  to  do  so 
without  any  payment.  It  is  necessary,  however,  to  decline  issuing  from  the 
library  rare  and  costly  works,  and  such  as  could  with  difficulty  be  replaced  if  lost. 
But  these  can  always  be  consulted  in  the  library,  where  comfortable  accommoda- 
tion for  that  purpose  is  always  available. 

MUSEUM. 

The  foundation  of  the  Museum  is  referred  to  in  the  Reports  of  the  Visitors  in 
1858  and  1863.  From  the  commencement  it  was  designed  for  class  purposes,  and 
not  for  public  exhibition.  As,  however,  it  contains  some  rare  and  valuable 
specimens,  it  is  often  visited  by  friends  interested  in  scientific  work.  Since  last 
visitation,  the  Senatus  have  received  most  acceptable  gifts,  both  for  the  zoological 
and  geological  departments,  from  the  late  Lord  Dalhousie,  Charles  Sidey,  Esq.,  the 


12  REPORT  OF  COMMISSION  FOR  XL. 

•  » 

Hepresentatives  of  the  late  Dr.  Coldstream,  Alexander  Fraser,  Esq.,  Java,  Rer. 
Dr.  Hngh  Mitchell,  Craig,  Rev.  Walter  Wood,  Elie,  Rev.  George  Wilaon,  Gfen- 
luce,  Rev.  Robert  Boog  WatsoD,  James  Inglis,  Esq.,  Lntchmeepore,  Bengal,  Dr. 
Burns  Thomson,  1  Ramsay  Gardens,  James  Dalgamo,  Esq.,  Slaina,  Mr.  James 
Scott,  Natal,  Student  at  the  New  College,  the  late  Mrs.  Stirling,  44  Melville  S«ieet, 
Mrs.  Stewart  and  the  Misses  Macfarlane,  Marchmont  Terrace,  and  other  friends. 
Professor  Duns  desires  to  make  special  mention  of  a  number  of  Tery  vtlvaJt}^ 
specimens  received  from  Dr.  Robertson,  medical  missionary.  Old  CaUkbar. 

NATURAL  SCIENCE  CLASS  LIBRARY. 

There  is  an  excellent  library  of  works  in  the  literature  of  the  various  branches 
of  Natural  Science  which  is  free  to  Students  attending  the  Class,  and  haa  been 
found  most  useful. 

GIFTS  TO  THE  COLLEGE. 

From  the  late  Lord  Dalhousie, — Picture,  "  Dr.  Guthrie  Preaching,"  by  Sir  George 
Harvey.     Value,  £800. 

From  the  late  Afrs.  Sibbald. — Antique  Cabinet  in  black  oak,  portrait  of  "George 
Gillespie,"  and  picture,  **  Peter's  Denial,"  once  the  property  of  Sir  Robert 
Sibbald  of  Kipps. 

From  the  late  Dr.  Guthrie, — **  An  Original  Copy  of  the  National  Covenant." 

Claud  Macfie,  Esq.  of  Gogarburn,  recently  presented  70  copies  of  Cruden'a 
Concordance  to  the  Students. 

The  College  owes  much  to  the  kindness  and  consideration  of  friends  who  have 
from  time  to  time  bestowed  upon  it  busts  and  portraits,  which  not  only  add  to 
the  beauty  and  interest  of  the  building,  but  recall  to  the  recollection  of  the  students 
the  character  and  services  of  those  who  have  gone  before  them.  The  College 
possesses  portraits  of  Dr.  Chalmers,  Dr.  Cunningham,  Dr.  Duff,  Dr.  Duncan,  Dr. 
Andrew  Thomson,  of  WilliaraBinny  Webster^amost  liberal  benefactorof  the  College, 
and  also  of  older  worthies,  such  as  some  of  the  Reformers  (presented  by  the  late 
Sheriff  Jamieson),  and  of  George  Gillespie.  Besides  these,  some  interesting  pictures, 
not  yet  presented  to  the  College  find  room  within  its  walls.  There  are  idso  busts 
of  Dr.  Cunningham,  Dr.  Gordon,  Dr.  Welsh,  Dr.  Candlish,  Dr.  Henry  Grey,  Dr. 
Robert  Buchanan,  and  Mr.  Earle  Monteith.  The  Senatus  have  a  great  desire  to 
possess  a  complete  series  of  portraits  of  the  Professors  who  have  heretofore 
taught  in  the  College,  or  presided  over  it — Dr.  Candlish,  Dr.  Welsh,  Dr.  Fleming, 
Dr.  James  Buchanan,  Dr.  Bannerman.  They  would  also  gladly  have  portraits  of 
some  distinguished  benefactors  of  the  College,  and  friends  of  the  Free  Church, 
among  whom  they  would  name  the  late  Marquis  of  Breadalbane,  Lord  Dalhonsie, 
Sir  David  Brewster,  Mr.  James  Hog,  Mr.  Dunlop,  Sheriff  Jamieson,  and  Sheriff 
Cleghorn.  The  Senatus  take  the  opportunity  of  making  known  their  desiderata, 
and  cherish  the  hope  that  they  may  soon  be  supplied. 

DINING-HALL. 

A  ])ublic  dinner  for  the  Students  has  been  established  Qince  the  last  Qninqnen- 
nial  Visitation  of  the  New  College.  Printed  Reports  for  the  first  and  third  years 
will  be  laid  before  the  Visitors. 

The  dinner  has  now  been  in  operation  for  four  Sessions,  and  is  acknowledged 
on  all  hands  to  have  been  very  successful.  During  the  first  three  Sessions  it  was 
on  a  temporary  footing ;  during  the  present  Session  it  has  been  on  a  more  per- 
manent basis. 

In  1872  a  kitchen  and  pantry  were  erected  on  ground  outside  the  College;,  bat 
adjacent  to  its  west  wall,  and  a  door  was  opened  between  the  kitchen  and  the 
Common  Hall.  The  cost  of  these  buildings,  and  of  the  kitchen-range,  dimng- 
tables,  table-linen,  stoneware,  plate,  cutlery,  crystal,  and  other  fnnushinga, 
amounted  to  nearly  £500,  and  was  defrayed  from  a  special  subscription. 

In  order  that  all  classes  of  Students  might  enjoy  the  benefit  of  the  dinner,  it 
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"vras  jadged  expedient  to  fix  the  price  of  tickets  at  £2  for  the  Session.  For  the 
first  three  years  a  supplementary  subscription  was  given  by  a  few  friends,  which, 
with  the  interest  of  a  sum  presented  anonymously  some  time  before,  defrayed 
the  whole  cost  of  the  dinners. 

The  sums  received  from  Students,  and  the  total  cost  of  the  dinners,  have  been 
as  follows : — 

Beceived  from  Students.  Cost  of  Diimers. 

Session  1872-73            .                   £183  18     0  £442  16     2 

„        1873-74                         .          198  10    0  483    5     6 

1874-75            .            .         200  10    0  493  16    5 

„        1875-76  .  .  Incomplete. 

It  may  be  stated  that  during  the  present  Session  (1875-76)  the  increase  of 
Students  attending  was  so  great  as  to  require  a  new  supply  to  be  obtained  of 
tables,  cutlery,  plate,  napery,  and  other  furnishings. 

In  order  to  place  the  dinner  on  a  i)ermanent  footing,  and  make  it  as  available 
as  before  even  to  Students  of  the  most  limited  means,  an  Endowment  Fund  has 
been  organised.  This  fimd  is  intended  to  repay  the  balance  of  cost,  the  Students 
aa  before  paying  £2.     The  following  is  the  state  of  the  Endowment  Fund : — 

1.  Donation  of  "  A  Friend,"  yielding  annually  at  present  .     £88  10     0 

2.  Proportion  of  Legacy  of  Sir  D.  Baxter,  assigned  to  this 

Scheme  by  authority  of  General  Assembly,  yielding 

3.  Donation  of  £1000  from  G.  F.  Barbour,  Esq.,   . 

4.  Other  Contributions  (amounting  to  about  £1000), 

5.  Legacy,  life-rented  (£1000) 


It  is  hoped  that,  till  the  last-mentioned  legacy  falls  due,  annual  payments  will 
be  made  by  a  few  friends,  and  also  that  further  contributions  will  be  made,  in 
order  to  raise  the  Endowment  Fund  to  the  necessary  })oint,  and  thus  obviate  the 
necessity  of  increasing  the  payments  by  the  Students. 

The  Committee  in  charge  of  the  Dining  Hall  have  always  endeavoured  to  furnish 
an  ample  supply  of  plain  food  of  the  best  quality,  well  cooked  and  well  served. 
The  only  beverage  is  water,  and  no  desire  has  ever  been  expressed  for  any  other. 
The  dinner  has  been  acknowledged  on  all  hands  to  be  a  great  boon,  and  the  social 
feeling  which  it  has  developed,  both  among  Free  Churcli  students  and  the  many 
students  from  foreign  countries  and  the  colonies  who  resort  to  the  New  College, 
has  been  most  marked  and  exceedingly  pleasant.  Many  friends  have  joined  the 
students  at  dinner,  and  can  bear  testimony  to  the  benefits  of  the  arrangement. 
The  Professors  of  the  College  preside  in  turns  each  for  a  week  at  a  time.  The 
dinner  is  provided  on  five  days  of  each  week,  or  as  often  as  there  are  Classes,  and 
the  hour  is  two  o'clock,  when  the  ordinary  work  of  the  Classes  is  over. 

In  presenting  this  Report  to  tbe  Quinquennial  Commission,  the  Senatus  beg  to 
record  their  deep  sense  of  indebtedness  to  Dr.  Blaikie,  to  whose  unremitting  and 
earnest  endeavours  the  institution. and  subsequent  success  of  the  Dining  HfJl  are 
mainly  due. 

HL-^TATEMENT  BY  PROFESSOR  BLAIKIE. 

Class  of  ApoLoamcAL  Theoloot. 

Three  hours  a  week  are  devoted  to  lecturing.  The  course  of  instruction  em- 
braces : — I.  Historical  sketch  of  the  Conflicts  of  Faith  and  Unbelief.  II.  Natural 
Theology  and  Natural  Religion.  IIL  Historical  origin  of  Christianity. 
IV.  Detailed  evidences,  Internal,  Extei^nal,  and  Collateral.  V.  Canon  of  Old 
and  New  Testaments.     VI.  Inspiration  and  authority  of  Scripture. 

Oral  ExamituUions. — Once  a  fortnight  the  class  are  examined  on  the  Lectures, 
and  supplementary  information  is  given  on  the  literature  of  the  subjects. 
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Wrklen  KranuncUk>m». — ^Once  a  fortnight  there  axe  written  eTamiwtininn — ^fint 
en  "Batlet^B  Analogy;"  next,  on  " Chriatlieb's  Christian  Faith  and  Modem 
rnbeliet" 

WriiteM  EsMUft, — Three  Eesays  on  snbjectB  preeoibed  by  the  Ttoltmrntt  an 
written  dnring  the  cession. 

Dlaeounes. — On  Fridays,  in  Jannary,  the  class  attend  elsewhere  to  hear  a  fourA 
year's  student  deUver  his  discourse  before  one  of  the  Professors.  On  Pridays^  in 
February  and  March,  each  student  deliveis  his  UomUy^  or  part  of  it,  before  the 
class,  and  is  criticised  by  the  Professor. 

Homiletkal  ImsinieUoti, — ^A  few  lectures  are  given  on  the  composition  and 
delivery  of  discourses,  with  the  view  of  turning  attention  to  this  importsnt 
subject  from  the  beginning. 

In  regard  to  Class  Libraries,  adverted  to  five  years  ago,  some  amngementi 
have  been  made,  chiefly,  however,  of  a  private  nature,  for  enabling  the  stndenti 
to  have  the  use  of  books  used  in  the  class. 

FoubthTkab. 

Three  hours  a  week  are  devoted  to  lecturing ;  one  to  examination^  and  one  to 
oral  exercises  in  Homiletica 

1.   DOCTRINB  OF  TUB  ChTTRCH. 

This  oouTse  embraces : — 1.  Genersl  characteristics  of  the  Church*  2.  Betsiled 
examination  of  New  Testament  Church,  its  government,  worship,  and  ordinances 
(including  the  sacraments),  atid  of  the  principal  discussions  that  have  taken  place 
in  connection  with  these  topics.     3.  Relation  of  the  Church  to  other  Bodiea. 

The  examinations  in  this  department  are  partly  on  the  Lectures  (oral),  and 
partly  on  Calvin's  Institutes,  Book  IV.  (written). 

2.  Pastoral  Thboloot. 

The  Lectures  in  this  department  embrace : — 1.  Homiletics  of  the  Bible,  being 
Lectures  on  Old  Testament  Ministries,  Ministries  of  our  Lord  and  his  Apostles, 
and  on  the  Pastoral  Epistles,  and  the  Episties  to  the  seven  Churches.  2.  Histoiy 
of  the   early  Christian   pulpit,   especially  in  the  fourth  and  fifth  centuries. 

3.  History  of  the  modem  (Christian  pulpit,  especislly  the  pulpit  of  Scotland. 

4.  Lectures  on  distinguished  Ministries. 

The  examinations  in  this  department  are  on  the  Professor's  Manual  of  Homi- 
letical  and  Pastoral  Theology.  These  are  supplemented  by  extracts  from  other 
homiletical  books  and  conversational  remarks  on  the  various  departments  of  the 
work  of  the  ministry. 

One  hour  a  week  is  occupied  in  this  class  with  homiletical  exercises,  consisting 
of  outlines  of  discourses,  with  one  portion  completed,  which  the  students  deliver. 
These  exercises  are  first  criticised  by  the  class,  and  then  by  the  professor.  Every 
endeavour  is  made  to  turn  attention  to  the  essential  elements  of  instructive  and 
interesting  discourse  and  effective  delivery. 

IV.— STATEMENT  BY  PROFESSOR  MACGREGOR. 

1.  As  a  rule,  I  devote  three  days  a  week  to  lecturing,  one  day  to  orsl  examina- 
tion on  the  lectures,  and  one  either  to  written  examinations,  on  the  lectures  and 
ou  Calvin's  InstUutio,  or  to  notes  on  books  and  study. 

2.  In  the  lectures  I  habitually  call  attention  to  '*  the  rhetoric  of  inspiration,*' 
or  the  place  which  this  and  that  matter  occupies  in  the  manifested  mind  of  Grod, 
and  the  way  in  which  it  is  brought  by  the  Spirit  home  to  the  mind  and  heart  of 
mau. 

3.  In  the  oral  examinations  I  encourage  students  to  put  questions  about  the 
subject  in  hand,  and  have  come  to  think  that  this  exercise  is  decidedly  profitable^ 
though  capable  of  great  abuses — of  which  I  have  had  no  experience. 

'4.  The  written  examinations  on  lectures  occur  only  at  wide  intervals^ — say. 
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once  in  five  or  six  weelu.  So  of  the  written  examination  on  Calvin.  I  denre  to 
cany  students  over  the  first  three  of  Calvin's  f onr  books,  and  think  that  I  now  see 
my  way  to  that  desired  end.  Every  examination  pa]ier  is  so  framed  as  to  show 
what  students  have  read  Calvin  in  Latin.  The  proportion  of  students  carefully 
reading  this  great  divine  in  Latin  appears  to  be  steadily  growing.  I  may  say  that 
now  the  class,  as  a  whole,  read  the  Latin. 

5.  The  notes  on  books  and  study  ought  to  come  in,  as  nearly  as  possible,  once 
a  week.  But  in  fact  they  come  in  less  frequently,  and  not  so  systematically  as  I 
would  wish. 

6.  I  have  charge  of  the  Lectures,  iocluding  twelve  delivered  publicly,  and  of  a 
proportion  of  the  sermons,  public  and  private,  fixed  by  the  PrincipaL  I  also  call 
for  a  number  of  class  essays — not  more  than  four  in  a  session — from  the  students 
in  my  junior  class  (second  year).  Besides  giving  publicly  my  own  view  of  all 
these  essays,  I  am  in  the  habit  of  requesting  the  authors  of  the  best  four  to  read 
their  productions  to  the  class,  and  criticise  one  another.  This  exercise  withdraws 
from  me  some  hours  that  would  be  otherwise  available  for  ordinary  class-work. 

7.  As  to  desiderata,  I  made  some  suggestions  in  1871  which,  so  far  as  my  class 
is  concerned,  have  been  attended  to  in  satisfactory  measure.  More  general  sug- 
gestions, I  now  think,  would  be  more  appropriately  made  by  me  either  in  our 
Church  courts  or  at  the  Examination  Boaid. 

v.— STATEMENT  BY  PROFESSOR  DAVIDSON. 

In  the  First  Hebrew  Class  the  teaching  is  chiefly  conflned  to  the  language.  A 
aection  of  grammar  is  given  out  each  day  to  be  read,  and  a  portion  of  the  accom- 
panying exercise  for  translation  into  Hebrew.  The  class  enters  upon  the  reading 
of  tb^  Bible  as  soon  as  the  regular  verb  is  known  ;  and  any  syntactical  principle 
that  occurs  in  the  verses  read  is  noticed,  and  tiie  general  rule  explained,  and 
other  passages  involving  the  same  law  referred  to. 

On  Mondays  the  prose  reading  is  varied  by  reading  a  psalm,  and  an  occasional 
lecture  is  given  on  Introduction  to  the  Old  Testament,  and  oral  examinations  are 
held  on  this  subject  from  Bleek*s  Introduction,  which  is  nsed  as  a  text-book. 

At  the  end  of  every  two  weeks  the  whole  work  is  gathered  together  into  a 
written  examination. 

In  the  Senior  Class  three  hours  a  week  are  devoted  to  reading,  and  two  hours 
to  lecturing.     The  lectures  and  reading  are  made  subservient  to  one  another. 

The  lectures  bear  on  some  part  of  Old  Testament  theology.  For  example,  one 
course  is  on  Prophecy  ;  the  reading  is  in  the  Prophets,  and  lectures  are  given  on 
the  nature  of  Prophecy,  and  the  place  occupied  by  the  Prophets,  and  on  the  king- 
dom of  God  in  IsraeL  Another  course  is  on  the  poetical  books,  such  as  the 
Psalms  and  Proverbs,  in  which  these  books  are  read,  and  lectures  given  bearing 
on  the  private  life  and  hopes  of  the  Hebrews,  particularly  their  Wisdom  or  ethics, 
and  the  doctrine  of  immortality. 

Occasionally  written  examinations  are  held,  and  written  essays  requested  ;  but 
as  the  class  has  to  prepare  for  reading  three  days  a  week,  the  work  otherwise  is 
not  made  heavy. 

I  may  be  permitted  to  say  in  general : — (1.)  That  in  both  Hebrew  classes  it 
would  be  very  useful  to  have  a  few  prizes.  These,  even  though  not  valuable, 
serve  to  concentrate  the  activity  of  the  student  on  a  point,  and  do  something  to 
prevent  him  dissipating  himself  on  promiscuous  reading.  At  least  enough,  if 
not  too  much,  money  has  already  been  bestowed  upon  the  College  for  general 
scholarships.  If  the  liberality  of  persons  interested  in  the  work  of  the  College 
could  be  directed  towards  founding  prizes  for  particular  subjects,  it  would  be 
greatly  for  the  benefit  of  learning.  (2. )  That  the  time  allotted  in  the  curriculum 
to  the  Class  of  Hebrew  and  Old  Testament  Exegesis  is  too  limited.  The  same 
amount  of  time  (two  years)  is  given  to  the  Class  of  New  Testament  Exegesis, 
although  there  the  language  has  already  been  studied  throughout  a  school  and 
college  course.  In  the  Old  Testament  Class^  the  language,  the  criticism,  and  the 
exegesis  have  all  to  be  acquired  in  two  years.    Such  an  arrangement  was  always 
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unsatisfactory,  and  amidst  the  growing  importance  of  Old  Test^ent  stady,  be- 
comes more  conspicuously  so  every  day.  Either  the  entrance  examination  ought 
to  he  made  higher,  or  another  year  shonld  be  devoted  to  the  Exegesis  of  the  Old 
Testament. 

The  hope  that  students  will  come  up  to  enter  the  colleges  possessed  of  any 
perceptible  knowledge  of  Hebrew,  must  remain  entirely  delusive  so  long  as  the 
curriculums  continue  different  at  the  various  seats  of  study.  The  periods  devoted 
to  the  teaching  of  Hebrew  in  the  three  colleges  xnight  to  be  equalised.  At  present 
the  professors  have  not  identical  interests.  A  professor  who  himself  teaches 
Htibrew  four  years,  by  the  arrangements  of  his  curriculum  {as  in  Aberdeen),  or 
even  one  who  teaches  three  years  (as  in  Glasgow),  cannot  have  the  same  interest 
in  an  entrance  test  as  a  professor  whose  curriculum  allows  him  to  teach  only  two 
years  (as  in  Edinburgh).  I  believe  that  two  years'  attendance  on  any  professor 
is  enough  both  for  students  and  teacher,  and  am  therefore  in  favour  of  a  higher 
entrance  examination.  But,  if  this  cannot  be  secured,  such  a  change  ahould  be 
made  in  the  Edinburgh  curriculum  as  would  enable  the  professor  to  teach  for 
three  years,  and  such  a  change  could  be  effected  by  pushing  some  other  class  for- 
ward into,  the  fourth  year,  which  at  present  is  less  occupied  than  any  of  the  other 
years. 

VI.— STATEMENT  BY  PRINCIPAL  RAINY. 

Church  History. 

No  important  addition  requires  to  be  made  to  the  statement  submitted  to  last 
quinquennial  examination.  Examinations  are  conducted  weekly.  Examinations 
in  writing  take  place,  as  a  rule,  once  a  month.  Discussions  are  heard  partly  in 
the  class,  partly  at  extra  hours  ;  the  former  arrangement  being  carried  ont  only 
so  far  as  it  seems  likely  to  form  a  valuable  part  of  class  work.  It  falls  to  the 
Professor  of  Church  History  to  prescribe  special  essays  to  the  fourth  year's  class. 
The  amount  of  work  ]>rescribed  to  them  in  this  form  is  curtailed  to  some  extent, 
in  consideration  of  the  pressure  experienced  by  students  of  the  fourth  year  in 
connection  with  the  approach  of  their  exit  examination. 

VII.— STATEMENT  BY  PROFESSOR  SMEATON. 

• 

I  have  nothing  to  add  to  the  report  given  in  at  the  visitation  in  1863,  except 
that  the  Professor  finds  it  best  adapted  to  the  work  of  his  class  to  have  his 
examinations  daily  ;  that  is,  to  examine  some  Student  on  the  lecture  of  the  pre> 
vious  day. 

VIII.— STATEMENT  BY  PROFESSOR  DUFF. 

In  looking  over  the  statement  which  was  presented  to  the  Quinquennial  Visita- 
tion Commission  in  1871«  I  think  it  may  suffice  to  say  that  the  course  pursued  by 
me  continues  substantially  the  same  as  that  which  is  therein  described. 

The  only  change  in  the  periods  of  attendance  is,  that,  for  the  last  two  sessions, 
I  have  bad  three  days  weekly  with  the  fourth  year's  class  in  Edinburgh,  instead 
of  two,  as  before. 

I  humbly  beg  to  renew,  with  an  emphasis  intensified  by  enlarged  experience, 
what  was  advanced  in  my  previous  statement,  relative  to  the  necessity  of  having 
"  one  entire  session,  of  five  months,  and  five  days  each  week,  with  one  class — and 
that  for  various  reasons,  the  first  year's  class," — as  the  only  arrangement  which 
**  can  ever  be  expected  to  issue  in  really  satisfactory  results.'' 

The  original  design  of  founding  a  Missionary  Institute,  sketched  in  my  in- 
augural  address  as  '/a  fitting  complement  to  the  Evangelistic  Chair,*'  though 
hitherto,  from  various  causes,  not  carried  out,  has  by  no  means  been  abandoned. 

Since  the  statement  in  1871  was  made,  I  am  happy  to  say  that  effective  mea> 
Bures  have  been  adopted  in  connection  with  the  Students'  Missionary  ABSodation, 
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for  the  annexation  of  a  Home  and  Foreign  Mission  library  to  the  class-room  of 
the  Evangelistic  Chair. 

The  only  other  topic  to  which  I  desire  specifically  to  advert,  is  the  manifest 
propriety  of  the  subject  of  the  Evangelistic  Chair  having  a  suitable  place  assigned 
to  it  in  the  exit  examination. 

This  matter  I  brought  fully  before  the  Glasgow  Quinquennial  Visitation  Com- 
zDission  in  1874.  The  late  lamented  Principal  Fairbaim  spoke  strongly  in  favour 
of  it.  AU  the  other  professors  present  cordially  assented.  The  Visitation 
Commission,  in  their  report  to  the  Gkneral  Assembly,  recommended  it  in  these 
terms  : — "  They  '*  (t.e.  the  Commission)  "  also  indorse  the  opinion  expressed  by 
I>r.  I>u£^  that  there  should  be  an  examination  paper  in  connection  with  the  Chair 
of  Evangelistic  Theology,  as  well  as  the  other  Chairs  in  our  Halls." 

As  yet,  however,  no  action  has  been  taken  to  give  practical  effect  to  this 
deliverance.  May  I  therefore  earnestly  crave  the  kind  and  considerate  attention 
of  the  Commission  to  this  subject — a  subject  to  which,  on  various  grounds,  I  can- 
not help  attaching  considerable  importance. 

DL— STATEMENT  BY  PROFESSOR  DUNS. 

The  work  of  my  Class  is  mainly  twofold  : — I.  Interpretive.     II.  Apologetic. 

1.  In  the  systematic  exposition  of  the  leading  branches  of  Natural  Science, 
2^1ogy  and  Geology  chiefly  occupy  the  time  of  the  Class.  In  the  zoological  part 
of  the  course,  I  find  that,  by  fixing  attention  on  representative  and  typical  forms, 
a  fair  survey  of  the  whole  field  can  be  made  in  the  time  devoted  to  Zoology. 
While  the  kind  and  method  of  instruction  are  similar  to  those  of  related  univer- 
sity classes,  in  all  cases  the  facts  of  science  are  regarded  as  illustrative  of  creative 
thought  and  forethought.  Towards  the  close  of  the  Session,  from  eight  to  ten 
lectures  are  occasionaUy  delivered,  from  the  point  of  view  of  natural  theology,  on 
the  classification  of  plants,  and  on  structund  and  physiological  Botany. 

In  this  connection  prominence  is  given  to  such  subjects  as — ^The  Creatorship  of 
Christ,  Scripture  Illustration,  the  Doctrine  of  Final  Causes,  The  Law  of  Correla- 
tion of  Animal  •  Structure  and  •  Form.  Opportunities  very  frequently  occur  to 
direct  attention*  to  the-  growing  increase  of  new  materials  for  the  literature  of 
Natural  Theology. 

2.  Under  the  second  head,  and  at  different  parts  in  the  systematic  course  both 
of  Zoology  and  Oeology,  such  questions  are  dealt  with  as — ^Atomism,  The  Theory 
of  the  Physical  Basis  of  Life,  Organic  Evolution,  Species,  the  Succession  of  Life 
in  the  Earth,  Genesis  and  Science,  The  Unity  of  the  Human  Race,  and  the  An- 
tiquity of  Man. 

Lectures  are  delivered  daily.  A  few  minutes  are  devoted  at  the  beginning  of 
the  hour  to  oral,  and  one  hour  fortnightly  to  written,  examinations.  The  in- 
fluence of  the  recent  great  increase  of  public  interest  in  the  topics  embraced  in 
my  course  is  well  seen  in  the  earnest  attention  of  the  students  to  class  work,  and 
in  the  thoroughness  of  the  great  majority  of  their  Examination  Papers. 

The  care  of  the  Museum,  which  is  extensive  and  valuable,  falls  wholly  on  me. 
Three  to  four  hours  daily  are  devoted  to  it  during  the  Session,  and  a  good  deal  of 
time  in  the  course  of  the  summer. 


X.— STATEMENT  BY  STUDENTS. 

Question  I. — There  is  only  one  Society  in  the  College  which  has  mutual  im- 
provement for  its  object,  viz.,  the  Theological  Society,  it  having  gradually 
absorbed  the  various  other  societies  which  had  previously  existed. 

Perhaps  the  Reading  Room  may  be  considered  as  having  here  a  place. 

Question  IL — ^The  Missionary  Society,  with  its  various  operations ;  home- 
mission  work,  prayer-meetings,  and  addresses,  has  exercised  great  influence  in 
developing  and  calling  out  spiritual  earnestness,  and  also  in  affording  an  outlet 
for  what  slready  existed.    Each  year  has  its  own  prayer- meeting  for  h^f-an-hour 
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each  week,  oyer  which  the  Professor  in  whose  cUas-room  the  meeting  is  held 
presides,  and  the  students  in  tarn  take  part. 

Question  III. — Oat  of  100  regular  stadents,  49  h*Te  at  aome  tiine  or  other 
preached  to  Congregatioos. 

Question  IV.— Oat  of  100  students,  86  are  engaged  in  V««o»^  work  of  some 
sort,  many  of  these  heing  employed  regularly  as  Missionariea. 

Tbe  last  two  answers  may  be  repreaented  in  tabular  form,  thus — 


Fourth  year. 

« 

24  in  the  daas. 

Third  year. 

• 

24  engaged  in  Miaakm  work. 
23  have  preached. 
21  in  the  daaa. 

>»         »»            • 
»♦         f» 
Second  year. 

14  engaged  in  MiasioB  work. 
16  have  preached. 
24  in  the  daas. 

n            tt 

»»               9t 

First  year, 

ff               M 

24  engaged  in  Mission  wofk* 

8  have  preached. 
31  in  the  clasa. 
24  eogaged  in  Mission  work. 

2  have  preached. 

XL— STATEMENT  BT  Mb.  JOHK  MACDONALD,  Oxksral  Tbkasitum. 

1.  Ordinabt  Oollbob  Vxnny, 

The  Revenue  fromCongregationalGoIlections,  DonatioBa,  and  Fe 
each  year  ending  31st  Mardi,  from  1870  (date  of  last  r^m),  is 
1871 — Congregational  Collections, 

Donations,  . 

Fees, 
1872 — Congregational  Collections, 

Donations,  . 

Fees, 
1873 — Congregational  Collections, 

Donations,  . 

Fees, 
1874 — Congregational  Collections, 

Donations, 

Fees, 
1875— Congregational  Collectiona, 

Donations, . 

r  ees,  •  • 

Average  of  the  Congregational  Cdlections  for  the  above  five  yeara»  £2337, 15s.  Id. 

In  1873  the  College  was  painted,  and  aUeratious  and  improvements  made,  the 
cost  of  which  was,  ......       £788    8    9 

Which  was  met  by  subscriptions  from  friends,  £419    0    0 

And  from  Mr.  A^ute's  Bequest,  by  resolution  of 

Assembly  1874,  .  .         369    8    9 

£788    8    9 

2.  Bkdowxbnt  Fdkd. 

The  amount  invested  for  the  New  College  at  31st  March  1870,  as 

sUted  in  Ust  Beport,  was,     .....  £25,930    0    0 
Deduct  for  Aberdeen  College,  and  transferred  to  it,  1650    0    0 


BsfromStodentS) 

as  f  oUowi 

I : — 

.     £2215 

19 

8 

541 

16 

9 

490 

10 

0 

2284 

1 

3 

42 

10 

2 

490 

10 

0 

.      2371 

14  11 

44 

8 

2 

427 

10 

0 

2316 

3 

2 

48 

8 

10 

432 

0 

0 

2500 

16 

7 

34 

19 

9 

427 

10 

a 

Carryforward,        £24,280    0    0 
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Broaght  forward,  £24,280    0    0 

1.  BaUnoe  in  hand  at  3l8t  December  1870,          .    £1308  4  7 

2.  Donations,       .....        2630  2  1 

3.  Legacies,           .....        4509  18  2 


£8448    4  10 
Of  this  sum  there  has  been  invested,  8290    0    0 


£32,570    0    0 


Of  which,  £1450  is  for  the  Natural  Science  Chair. 

Special  Endowments — 

1.  For  Principalship,  .....       1400    0    0 

2.  For  Evangelistic  Chair,      .....    10,000    0    0 

Total  Investments  for  New  College,     .  .  £43,970    0    0 
Invested  as  follows  : — 

Onestate inBanffshire, held byOeneralTmstees,  £6800  0  0 

Do.       inFifeshire,  do.  1000  0  0 

Do.       in  Perthshire,  do.  1000  0  0 

Do.       in  Ayrshire,  do.  3000  0  0 

Do.      in  Caithness,  do.  2500  0  0 

Do.      inFifeshire  (held  by  Private  Trustees)  2520  0  0 

Do.       inFifeshire,        .  .  .         1000  0  0 

Do.       in  Perthshire,      .  .  2600  0  0 

Property  in  Renfrew  Street,  Glasgow,  .         1000  0  0 

Property  in  Mound  Place,  cost  .  .        2100  0  0 

Preference  Railway  Stock  conveyed  by  Donor,     1000  0  0 

Mortgage  by  Railway  Company,  etc.,  .         8700  0  0 

Do.       by  Kirkcaldy  Harbour  Trustees,  .         1000  0  0 

On  estate  in  Roxburghshire,  for  Principalship,     1400  0  0 

On  Railway  Mortgages  for  Evangelistic  Chair,  10,000  0  0 

£45,620    0    0 
Deduct  part  thereof  for  Aberdeen  College,         1650    0    0 

-£43,970    0    0 

LiBBART  Endowment  Fctnd. 

No  addition  has  been  made  to  the  investments  for  behoof  of  the  Library  since 
last  Report.  But  at  the  instance  of  the  Annuitants,  the  Government  Stock  therein 
mentioned  has  been  sold,  with  concurrence  of  the  Senatus,  and  the  proceeds 
invested  on  Securities  which  yield  a  better  return — so  that  the  sum  received  for 
the  Library  is  increased  from  £29  to  about  £60.  The  annual  sum  available  for 
the  Library  from  investments  is  about  £139. 

Humbly  Reported  by 

JOHN  MACDONALD. 


